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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

I am proud of selfless service and supreme sacrifices by 
Indian Army, the symbol of unity and national integration. 
The army has contributed in creating a conducive 
environment for sustainable peace and overall development 
of the J&K UT as well as the growth of our country.

SIA arrests Batamaloo 
man linked to ‘white 
collar’ terror module

LG lauds Army for its sacrifices, 

terms them ‘symbol of unity’
Attends closing ceremony of mega eye camp ‘Op Drishti’ for veterans, veer naris at Udhampur

Pak drone 
sighted along 
IB in Samba

AGENCIES

JAMMU: A Pakistani drone 
was sighted over a forward 
village along the International 
Border in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Samba district, officials 
said on Saturday.

The drone, which was seen 
coming from the Chak Bhura 
post in Pakistan late Friday, 
hovered over Regal village in 
the Ghagwal area for a few 
minutes before returning to 
other side the border, the offi-
cials said.

Security forces have 
searched the area to ensure 
that there was no airdrop-
ping of  any payload such as 
narcotics or weapons, they 
said.(PTI )

Power Hike Proposal Came 
from JERC, Not Govt: NC Police step up security, audits, 

anti-terror measures across J&K
Coordinated inspections of industrial estates, sensitive areas conducted

CS for creating analytical 

tools on PMGS Portal to 

ease governance

Dal, Wular lakes see large 

migratory bird arrivals, officials 

step up surveillance

Hygam Wetland 
faces alarming 
environmental crisis

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: The Hygam Wetland, 
a Ramsar-designated ecological site, 
located in Baramulla district of  
north Kashmir, is facing an alarming 
environmental crisis as it has regret-
tably turned into a garbage dump.

The absence of  a garbage lift 
facility and inadequate government 
action have forced local residents, 
living on state land adjacent to the 
wetland, to dispose of  their waste in 
the wetland, an act driven by neces-
sity rather than choice.

Local inhabitants, express deep 
concern and frustration over the sit-
uation, stating that they have never 
seen any garbage lift facility from 
the Rural Development Department.

The wetland’s ecological balance 
is under severe threat due to wide-
spread pollution from solid wastes 
such as plastics, glass bottles and 
domestic refuse dumped by the local 
population.

The concerned Block Develop-
ment Officer (BDO) while talking to 
KNO, conveyed concerns about the 
lack of  proper waste management 
infrastructure, stating that they cur-
rently have no direct facility and are 
in discussions with the Municipal 
Council Baramulla to devise P-06

After closure, Gulmarg’s 

Drung to reopen for 

tourists tomorrow

AHMAD TAIMUR

SRINAGAR: The State Inves-
tigation Agency (SIA) on Sat-
urday detained a man from the 
Batamaloo locality of  Srinagar 
in connection with the Red 
Fort blast case, sources said. 
Six people, including three doc-
tors, have been arrested so far 
linked to the blast case.

A top official of  the SIA said 
that the man has been detained 
for questioning as he is linked 
to the Delhi blast that claimed 
at least 15 lives and injured 
many others on November 10 
near the iconic Red Fort area.

He said that the questioning 
of  the man, identified as Tufail 
Niyaz Bhat of  Batamaloo’s 
Diyarwani locality, is under-
way to ascertain his role in the 
blast. “More raids and deten-

tions are also expected in the 
coming days as the investiga-
tion into the case is underway,” 
he added.

Tufail was arrest after cru-
cial leads emerged linking 
him to the November 10 blast, 
which, investigators believe, 
was triggered by a suicide 
bomber - Dr Umar Mohammad 
- who was driving the explo-
sive laden car in one of  Delhi’s 
busiest area.

Earlier, reports quoting 
sources said that Dr Muzamil, 
one of  the six arrested accused 
who are believed to be the part 
of  the terror module that con-
spired to trigger the Delhi 
blast, has told the NIA investi-
gators that he had purchased 
an AK-47 for Rs 6.5 lakh, which 
was later recovered from Dr 
Adil’s lock in P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: “I am proud of  
selfless service and supreme 
sacrifices by the Indian 
Army, the symbol of  unity 
and national integration. 
The army has contributed in 
creating a conducive environ-
ment for sustainable peace 
and overall development of  
the J&K UT as well as the 
growth of  our country,” the 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha said on Saturday. He 
was speaking at the closing 
ceremony of  the mega eye 
camp 'Op Drishti' for veter-
ans, Veer Naris and civilians, 
organised at Command Hos-
pital Northern Command, 
Udhampur.

The four-day long camp 
witnessed cataract surgeries 
performed by professional 
team of  eye surgeons from 
Army Hospital Research & 
Referral, Delhi.

In his address, the Lieuten-
ant Governor commended the 
Northern Command, Armed 
Forces Medical Services, 
Army Hospital Research & 
Referral, Delhi and the pro-
fessional medical team asso-

ciated with the camp for set-
ting the highest example of  
humanitarian ideals before 
the nation. He also lauded 
Brig. Dr. Sanjay Mishra, a 
renowned eye specialist at 
Army Hospital Research & 
Referral, Delhi for his selfless 
service to society.

“Leadership qualities are 

important for making a fear-
less soldier and dedicated 
officer, who leads from the 
front and lives by example. 
This camp is testament to 
such leadership who are 
inspiring the communities 
and building a healthy soci-
ety,” the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said. P-06

LG attends 64th 
Raising Day 
celebrations of ITBP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Saturday attended the 
64th Raising Day Cel-
ebrations of  Indo-Tibet-
an Border Police (ITBP) 
at 15th Battalion, ITBP 
Udhampur. He interacted 
with the ITBP personnel 
and extended his greet-
ings on the occasion.

The event was graced 
by Shri Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar, Union Minister 
of  State for Home Affairs.

Lieutenant General 
Pratik Sharma, General 
Officer Commanding-in-
Chief (GOC-in-C), Northern 
Command; Shri Nalin Prab-
hat, DGP J&K; Shri Praveen 
Kumar, Director General, 
ITBP; Shri Mukesh Singh, 
Additional Director Gen-
eral, ITBP, and other senior 
officials attended the Rais-
ing Day celebrations.

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference (NC) on Saturday said 
the proposal to hike electric-
ity charges during peak hours 
was not initiated by the Jammu 
and Kashmir government but 
by the Joint Electricity Regula-
tory Commission, a quasi-judi-
cial body that regulates power 
tariffs across India.

Party senior leader and 
spokesperson, Imran Nabi Dar 
said there is a need to clearly 
understand the origin of  the 

proposal. He said JERC is 
responsible for tariff  regula-
tion nationwide and may not 
fully comprehend the harsh 
winter conditions and power 
dependencies in Kashmir. He 
added that the NC-led govern-
ment has not proposed the 
surcharge and will oppose it 
at every stage.

Dar said the party will 
challenge the surcharge rec-
ommendation tooth and nail 
and that the Chief  Minister 
will present the government’s 
position before the P-06

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Jammu & 
Kashmir Police on Satur-
day carried out multiple 
security operations across 
the region, including indus-
trial audits in Ganderbal, 
property seizure in Awanti-
pora, heightened security in 
Chenab Valley, and a multi-
agency exercise at Jammu 
Airport, officials said.

Officials said, that in 
Ganderbal, police conduct-
ed extensive inspections of  
industrial estates to audit 
stocks and usage of  indus-
trial chemicals. They said 
the drive aimed to ensure 
that no units were handling 
substances that could be 
misused for unlawful or 
anti-national activities.

Officers interacted with 
managements, reviewed 
documentation, and inspect-
ed storage facilities, stress-

ing the importance of  regu-
latory compliance.

Police said such preven-
tive measures will contin-
ue to eliminate potential 
threats and ensure industri-
al materials are not diverted 
for malicious purposes.

Meanwhile, police in Awa-
ntipora attached an immov-
able property at Syedabad 
Pastoona, Tral, belonging 
to Mubashir Ahmad, son of  

Ghulam Nabi Dar, a terror 
handler linked to Jammu 
& Kashmir National Oper-
ating from Pakistan and 
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir 
(JKNOP).

Investigations revealed 
that Mubashir Ahmad had 
been actively involved in pro-
moting terrorism, supplying 
arms and ammunition, and 
activating local terror net-
works, an official said. P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo Saturday chaired 
a high-level meeting of  all con-
cerned Administrative Heads to 
review the status of  data layers 
uploaded on the PM Gati Shakti 
(PMGS) Portal across Jammu & 
Kashmir and to assess progress 
in leveraging the platform as a 
comprehensive decision-support 
system for holistic and evidence-
based governance.

During the meeting, the Chief  
Secretary underscored the criti-
cal importance of  developing 
innovative and user-oriented ana-
lytical tools on the PMGS portal 

to derive clear insights from the 
available datasets. He empha-
sized that accurate, granular and 
dynamic data is vital for informed 
policy formulation and efficient 
service delivery aimed at enhanc-
ing public welfare.

 He took this occasion to urge 
all departments to move beyond 
conventional data uploading and 
focus on meaningful analytical 
integration to strengthen planning 
and monitoring mechanisms. He 
called for accelerating the creation 
of  polygonal data instead of  map-
ping point data only.

The Chief  Secretary directed 
the Planning, Development & 
Monitoring Department P-06

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Drung, a tourist desti-
nation in Gulmarg, is all set to reopen 
for visitors on Sunday (tomorrow) 
after being closed for several months 
following security concerns.

The closures across multiple key 
tourist sites, including Drung, were 
primarily due to heightened security 
threats following a major terrorist 
attack in Pahalgam in April 2025, 
which resulted in the loss of  26 lives 
and severely impacted tourism.

The authorities in response had 
ordered closure of  around 48 tourist 

spots in Kashmir as precautionary 
measures to ensure visitor safety.

The reopening of  Drung in Tang-
marg has been achieved after positive 
security reports from the civil and 
police administration.

Officials confirmed that the tour-
ist spot is all set to welcome visitors 
again, especially with the upcoming 
winter tourism season, which is a 
peak time for the region.

Meanwhile, Member of  Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Gulmarg,, Farooq 
Ahmad Shah expressed heartfelt 
gratitude to the Lieutenant Governor 
of  Jammu & Kashmir, P-06

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: With over a million 
migratory birds having already 
arrived in Kashmir this winter, the 
Department of  Wildlife Protection 
has deployed multiple staff  teams 
at Dal Lake and Wular Lake and 
other key wetlands to monitor the 
birds during their stay, officials 
said.

An official said that the teams 
supervise the birds and ensure 
human activity in and around the 
wetlands does not disturb their 
natural behaviour. As of  now, the 
highest number of  birds has been 
recorded at Wular and Dal Lake, 
he added.

"Wular Lake is under strict 
CCTV surveillance to track bird 
movements and prevent potential 
threats," the official said.

He said the facilities for bird 
observation have been established, 
including designated ponds and 
observation points where birds can 

be fed and monitored.
The arrival of  migratory birds 

coincides with the onset of  colder 
temperatures in the valley.

Birds travel from Europe, Cen-
tral Asia, and parts of  East Asia to 
spend the winter months in Kash-
mir, where lakes and marshes pro-

vide resting and feeding grounds.
Wetlands, including Dal Lake, 

Wular, Hokersar, Haigam, and 
Shalbugh, have begun hosting a 
wide variety of  species, includ-
ing the Black-headed Gull, Tufted 
Duck, Brahminy Duck, and North-
ern Pintail. P-06
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Government of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
MECHANICAL AND HOSPITALS DIVISION HANDWARA 

E-mail: xenmhd-handwara@jk.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (SHORT TERM)
e-NIT No: MHDH/TS/2025-26/eNIT/45

Date: 21 /11/2025

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Handwara, 
invites online e-bid in Two Cover system on items wise basis from registered/reputed firms for the below mentioned work:

S. No Name of Work
Estimated 

Cost (Rs. in 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.  (In 
Rupees)

Earnest Money 
Deposit(In 

Rupees)

Time of 
Completion

Administrative 
Approval

Technical 
Sanction

01.

Providing and Fixing of Office Hang 
type Cabinet Boxes for storage 
facility of office records and various 
other minor repairs at Division office 
MandHD, Handwara.

1.4212 200.00 2900 05 days Accorded Accorded

1. Downloading of Bids: The Tender document Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill 
of quantities (B.O.Qs), Set of Terms & Conditions of Contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website 
www.jktenders.gov.in from from 21/11/2025 (1855hrs)
2. Submission of Bids: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above website from 22/11/2025 
(1000hrs) to 28/11/2025 (1400hrs) in two covers.
3. Opening of Bids : The bids uploaded on the website up to due date and time will be opened on 28/11/2025 (1600hrs) 
in the Office of the Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Handwara.
4. The bidders are required to submit their offers in two (02) covers.
5. The bid for the work shall remain valid for a period of 180 days from the date of opening of bids. (Cover-II)
No: - MHDH/TS/1974-81  Sd/-
Dated: -21/11/2025  Executive Engineer
DIPK-8357-25  Mechanical & Hospitals Division
DT: 22/11/2025 Handwara

J&K Judicial Academy organises 
workshop on Wildlife Protection Laws

DC Budgam reviews Progress of HADP
Directs Departments for Accelerated Implementation, Timely Deliverables

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Under the patron-
age of  Justice Arun Palli, Chief  
Justice, High Court of  Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh (Patron-
in-Chief, J&K Judicial Acade-
my), and under the guidance of  
the Chairperson and  Members 
of  the Governing Committee 
of  the Academy, the Jammu & 
Kashmir Judicial Academy, Sri-
nagar, in collaboration with the 
Wildlife Trust of  India (WTI), 
organised a One Day Workshop 
on Wildlife Protection Laws for 
Judicial Officers of  the Kash-
mir Province and the Union 
Territory of  Ladakh at the 
Academy premises in Momina-
bad, Srinagar.

During the programme, 
Director, J&K Judicial Acad-
emy, Naseer Ahmad Dar, light-
ed the constitutional mandates 
enshrined in Article 48A and 
Article 51A(g), underscor-
ing the duty of  the State and 
every citizen to protect and 
improve the natural environ-
ment and safeguard wildlife. 
He reflected on the unique eco-
logical sensitivity of  Jammu 
& Kashmir and the growing 
challenges related to illegal 
wildlife trade and habitat 

threats, stressing the urgent 
need for stronger enforcement 
and judicial awareness.

Senior Manager and Head, 
J&K WTI, Dr. Tanushree Sriv-
astava, while speaking during 
the program outlined the scope 
and objectives of  the workshop 
and emphasized the importance 
of  enhancing institutional 
capacities to address wildlife 
crimes effectively.

Judge, High Court of  J&K 
and Ladakh, Justice Rajesh 
Sekhri, in his keynote address, 
emphasized Jammu & Kashmir 
is not immune to the threats 
posed by wildlife crimes. He 
stressed the need for the judi-
ciary to remain proactive and 
sensitive in enforcing wildlife 
protection laws and called for 
consistency and rigor in adjudi-
cating such offences to preserve 
the region’s fragile ecological 
balance.

Chief  of  Enforcement & 
CEO, WTI, Jose Louies, led 
Technical Session by tracing 
India’s long cultural legacy of  
wildlife protection, symbolized 
famously by the Ashokan Lion 
Capital, reflecting the coun-
try's inherent commitment to 
coexistence with nature. He 
outlined the primary drivers of  

illegal wildlife trade including 
demand for pets, cultural and 
traditional practices. Highlight-

ing that poachers have increas-
ingly become aware of  enforce-
ment techniques, thus, posing 

serious challenges to effective 
detection.

The guest lecture was 

delivered by Former Judge, 
Bombay High Court & Chair-
man, Maharashtra State Com-
mission for Backward Classes 
Justice Sunil B. Shukre. He 
provided an in-depth exposi-
tion of  the Wildlife Protection 
Act, 1972, explaining its con-
servation-centric objectives 
and the strict standard of  
scrutiny adopted by the judi-
ciary. Referencing Supreme 
Court judgments, he discussed 
the “broader probabilities” 
approach applied in wildlife 
cases, especially in light of  
evidentiary challenges aris-
ing from offences committed 
in remote wilderness areas.

Advocate, High Court of  
Delhi & Legal Advisor, WTI, 
Lovish Sharma led Techni-
cal Session II. He explained 
the structure and schedules 
of  the Wildlife Protection Act, 
elaborating on key sections 
and significant case law. He 
also reviewed key provisions 
and significant case law shap-
ing contemporary wildlife juris-
prudence.

 Former District & Sessions 
Judge, Assam Judicial Service, 
Darak Ullah, during technical 
session focused on the judicial 
approach required for ensuring 

successful convictions under 
wildlife laws, including effective 
evaluation of  evidence, applica-
tion of  statutory presumptions, 
and awarding compensation in 
appropriate cases. He shared 
practical insights from his 
judicial experience, illustrat-
ing how courts can overcome 
challenges inherent in wildlife 
crime prosecution.

Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau (WCCB), Biswajit Saika, 
conducted a demonstration on 
wildlife article identification, 
explaining how enforcement 
agencies examine confiscated 
articles, distinguish genuine 
wildlife derivatives from syn-
thetic ones, and document 
material for prosecution. The 
session familiarized judicial 
officers with on-ground proce-
dures followed in wildlife crime 
investigations.

The workshop was marked 
by rich discussions, practical 
demonstrations, and reflective 
exchanges, reinforcing the Judi-
cial Academy’s ongoing com-
mitment to equipping the dis-
trict judiciary with the knowl-
edge and sensitivity required 
to address wildlife crimes with 
clarity, competence, and eco-
logical consciousness.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat, today chaired a 
detailed review meeting 
to assess the progress of  
the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP) in the district.

A comprehensive proj-
ect-wise and department-
wise assessment of  all 
twenty approved HADP 
projects was undertaken 
during the meeting, cover-
ing key sectors including 
agriculture, horticulture, 
animal and sheep husband-
ry, floriculture, fisheries 
and allied activities.

It was informed during 
the meeting that a total of  
16,894 applications have 
been received across vari-
ous interventions of  HADP 
in Budgam. Out of  these, 
15,325 applications have 
been approved at the Dis-
trict Nodal Officer (DNO) 
level, while 15,218 have 
been cleared at the CBO/
CEO level, reflecting a high 
degree of  responsiveness 
and effective scrutiny.

The DC noted that 
Budgam continues to regis-
ter encouraging progress, 
with several interventions 
exhibiting near-complete 
saturation at the benefi-
ciary level.

A detailed review of  
major projects including, 
Seed and Seed Multiplica-
tion Chain, Promotion of  
Niche Crops, Promotion 
of  Vegetables and Exotic 

Vegetables, Medicinal and 
Aromatic Plants, Promo-
tion of  Beekeeping, Farm 
Mechanization, Mushroom 
Production, Formation of  
FPOs, Commercial Flori-
culture, Rainwater Har-
vesting and Water Man-
agement, Soil and Land 
Resource Development, 
and Automation and Digi-
tal Agriculture look was 
carried out.

The status of  approv-
als, establishment of  ben-
eficiaries, and cumulative 
achievements for 2023–24 
and 2024–25 was thorough-
ly examined.

The financial progress 
of  all ongoing HADP inter-
ventions was also reviewed, 
with attention given to 
funds released, expendi-
ture booked, and the pace 
of  implementation.

During the meeting, 
the DC stressed that real-
time monitoring must be 
strengthened to verify 
progress at the grassroots 
level.

Departments were 
directed to ensure that 
pending utilisation certifi-
cates to be submitted with-
out delay.

He Emphasised on the 
need for enhanced field 
inspections, cross-depart-
ment coordination, and 
consistent outreach to 
farmers and stakehold-
ers so that benefits reach 
all eligible individuals in 
a transparent and time-
bound manner.

Departments were asked 
to ensure weekly reporting 

of  progress, elimination of  
pendency at all stages, and 
strict adherence to project 
guidelines.

The DC further under-
lined that HADP repre-
sents a major shift in the 
agricultural development 
framework of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, and that Budgam 
should maintain steady 
progress to ensure timely 
completion of  all set tar-
gets.

 It was conveyed that 
departments must rein-
force on-ground execution 
mechanisms, streamline 
beneficiary facilitation 
processes, and ensure that 
each intervention results 
in measurable improve-
ment across the agricul-
ture and allied sectors.

The DC directed that all 
departments shall ensure 
door-to-door facilitation of  
beneficiaries, particularly 
in areas where pendency 
still exists. It was further 
instructed that field-level 
officers must intensify 
inspections to verify the 
timely establishment of  
units sanctioned under 
various HADP compo-
nents.

The DC stressed that 
no delay shall be allowed 
in the procurement and 
distribution of  machinery, 
planting material, livestock 
units, or technical equip-
ment approved under the 
programme. Departments 
were told to ensure that all 
procedures follow a trans-
parent, documented work-
flow, leaving no scope for 

ambiguity in beneficiary 
selection or fund disburse-
ment.

He emphasised that 
public awareness cam-
paigns must be strength-
ened, with clear communi-
cation of  guidelines, time-
lines and eligibility norms 
so that farmers and youth 
can avail benefits with-
out confusion. Directions 
were issued that village-
level awareness camps be 
conducted on a rotational 
schedule across all blocks.

The DC instructed that 
inter-departmental coor-
dination committees must 
remain fully active, with 
weekly reviews at the block 
and sub-divisional levels to 
prevent overlaps, ensure 
consistent data reporting 
and maintain uniformity in 
implementation.

He directed depart-
ments to strictly monitor 
geotagging, photographic 
evidence, and progress 
documentation, ensuring 
that all beneficiary estab-
lishments are updated on 
the district HADP portal in 
real time.

The DC further instruct-
ed that follow-up with 
approved beneficiaries 
be intensified, ensuring 
that each sanctioned unit 
is physically established 
within the stipulated 
period, with no sanctioned 
case left unattended.

Besides, CPO budgam, 
CAO budgam, CHO, CAHO, 
DSHO and other concerned 
officers were present in the 
meeting.

KVIB holds Awareness-Cum-

Interaction Programme in Budgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The Jammu 
& Kashmir Khadi and 
Village Industries Board 
(KVIB), District Office 
Budgam, organized an 
Awareness-cum-Interac-
tion Programme Saturday 
at Government Polytechnic 
College, Nagaam Chadoora 
Budgam.

The event was attended 
by representatives from 
DIC Budgam, senior offi-
cials from J&K KVIB, rep-
resentatives from Block 
office, and other officials 
from line departments.

The programme aimed 
to inform and sensitize 
the rural unemployed 
educated youth, aspiring 
entrepreneurs, artisans, 
beekeepers and other 
stakeholders from Block 
Nagaam Chadoora and 
adjoining areas about self-
employment opportuni-
ties and schemes such as 
PMEGP and JKREGP. Par-
ticipants received guidance 
on project formulation, 
loan procedures, and avail-
able government support.

 Addressing the gath-
ering, the District Officer 
KVIB Budgam, highlight-
ed financial assistance 

schemes, employment gen-
eration programs, techni-
cal training and marketing 
support available to rural 
as well as urban entrepre-
neurs from J&K KVIB.

District Officer KVIB 
Budgam also shared per-
formance highlighted that 
in 2024–25, 498 PMEGP 
cases were disbursed 
involving Rs 1379.92 lakh in 
margin money, generating 
2988 jobs, while 15 JKREGP 
cases were disbursed with 

Rs 48.30 lakh in margin 
money, creating 120 rural 
employment opportunities.

The event witnessed 
active participation from 
locals interested in mod-
ernizing and expanding 
their livelihoods/entrepre-
neurship.

 The initiative reaffirms 
J&K KVIB’s commitment 
to promoting rural entre-
preneurship, strengthen-
ing village industries, and 
supporting sustainable 

economic development.
The initiative received 

an enthusiastic response 
from participants, who 
actively engaged in dis-
cussions about entrepre-
neurship opportunities 
and government support 
mechanisms.

 This awareness camp 
represents J&K KVIB's 
continued commitment to 
empowering rural entre-
preneurship and foster-
ing sustainable economic 
development in the block. 
By focusing on traditional 
industries alongside other 
village industries, the 
Board aims to strengthen 
local economies while pre-
serving indigenous skills 
and practices.

 The programme marks 
another significant step in 
the Board's ongoing efforts 
to bridge the gap between 
government schemes and 
grassroots beneficiaries, 
ensuring that rural com-
munities have access to the 
resources and knowledge 
necessary for economic 
self-reliance.

 The camp concluded 
with distribution of  infor-
mative material, booklets 
and registration procedure 
to the participants.

DC Srinagar conducts on site visit of 

Sanat Nagar Flyover
Load testing underway for operationalisation of the flyover

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo on 
Saturday conducted an on-
site inspection of  the Sanat 
Nagar Flyover to assess the 
pace and status of  the ongo-
ing work on the Rs 30 crore 
project aimed to decongest-
ing traffic on the City’s busy 
bypass corridor.

 SSP Traffic Police, Aijaz 
Ahmad;  Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz 
Ul Aziz;  Joint Commission-
er SMC, Nuzhat Khurshid; 
Superintending Engineer 
R&B, Tetheer Manzoor; 
Executive Engineer R&B, 
Nasir Amin; Tehsildar Cha-
napora and other Officers 
and official accompanied 

the DC during the visit.
On the occasion, the DC 

reviewed the remaining 
works and inspected the con-
cluding components of the 
project, which has entered 
its final stage of completion. 
He was further apprised that 
mandatory load testing of  

one tube has been already 
completed and second is 
expected to be done by tomor-
row, paving the way for final 
finishing works. He was also 
informed that the installation 
of poles and lighting is also 
nearing completion, with 
only minor works pending 

before the structure becomes 
fully operational.

The DC directed the exe-
cuting agencies to ensure 
expeditious completion of  
the remaining components 
while maintaining the 
highest standards of  qual-
ity and safety. He empha-
sized the importance of  
coordinated efforts to expe-
dite the final touches so the 
key infrastructure project 
is thrown open for public 
use at the earliest, in sync 
with the safety norms and 
testing.

The DC added that the 
completion of  the flyover 
is expected to significantly 
ease traffic congestion in 
the Sanat Nagar bypass 
corridor and provide major 
relief  to the commuters.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PWD (R&B) DIVISION TANGMARG

Subject: - Corrigendum to e-NIT No. 97/R&B/Tangmarg of 2025-26
Ref - This office endorsement No. Divn. / Tang/5842-52 Dated: 

04-11-2025.
Kindly read as:-  

“The last five financial years are 
(2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25)”.   

Instead of:-
“The last five financial years are (2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-
23, and 2023-24)”  
All other terms & conditions will remain same as already advertised. 
No: R&B/Divn,/Tang./6425-28 Sd/-
Dated: 22-11-2025 Executive Engineer,
 R&B Division Tangmarg

DIPK-8369-25
DT: 22/11/2025

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

DRUG AND FOOD CONTROL ORGANISATION (FDA) 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOOD SAFETY 

DesignateD officer UnDer fss act District srinagar 
Subject: Prohibition on the Sale of Cow Ghee under the Brand Name "Nand Krishna"

PROHIBITION ORDER
Whereas, the Food Safety Officer, Zone IV, District Srinagar, lifted a sample of Cow Ghee sold under the brand name 

Nand Krishna, Batch No. PC-08-25, Date of Packing: 21-08-2025, Date of Expiry: 20-08-2026 (200 ml), manufactured 
by Om Sarthi Dairy Products Ltd., Plot No. 88-95, Block No. 274 & 276, Satyam Industrial Estate, Bediku Wanaijk, Taluka 
Vyara-294650, District Tapi, Gujarat, from the premises of Sheikh Suhail Ahmad Prop Emmco Enterprises Dodh Ganga 
Karanagr

Whereas, the sample was analyzed by the Food Analyst, National Food Laboratory, Ghaziabad, who vide Test Report No. 
JK-497/Oct/25/jk/630 dated 27-10-2025, declared the sample as Unsafe and Substandard.

Whereas, Clause 2.1.8 of the Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food Additives) Thirteenth 
Amendment Regulations, 2017 mandates that Ghee shall be a product derived exclusively from milk or milk products, and 
Regulation 2.1.1(3) and 2.1.1(10) of the Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regulations, 
2011 prohibit the sale of Ghee containing any matter not exclusively derived from milk fat or any substance not naturally 
found in milk.

Whereas, the above-mentioned Ghee sample tested positive for non-dairy ingredients, including Beta-Sitosterol and 
foreign vegetable fat, and showed deviations in essential quality parameters such as Iodine Value, RM Value, P Value, and 
fatty acid composition, thereby violating the prescribed standards. Such deviations constitute a serious breach of the Food 
Safety and Standards Act, 2006 and pose potential health risks to consumers.

Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred under Section 36(3)(b) read with Section 18(l)(g) of the Food Safety & 
Standards Act, 2006, and in the interest of public health and consumer safety, I, Yamin-ul-Nabi, Designated Officer, Food 
Safety, District Srinagar, hereby order that The sale, storage, distribution, or display of Cow Ghee under the brand name 
"Nand Krishna , Batch No. PC-08-25, is strictly prohibited within the jurisdiction of District Srinagar with immediate effect 
and until further orders.

All Food Business Operators (FBOs), wholesalers, and retailers shall immediately stop sale and distribution of the said 
product and furnish the stock position of the affected batch to this office within 48 hours.

This order is issued as an abundant precaution in public interest. The concerned Food Business Operator retains the 
statutory right to seek re-analysis from any FSSAI-Notified Referral Laboratory as provided under the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.
NO: DO/FSSA(Yamin-ul-Nabi)/SGR/557-559
DT: 22-11-2025 Designated Officer 
 Food Safety, District Srinagar

DIPK-8350-25
DT: 22/11/2025

OBITUARY
Inna Lillahi Wa Inna Ilayhi Raji'un

With profound grief, we inform the sad demise of 
wife of late Ghulam Qadir Thakoo, a respected and 
noble lady, resident of Usmania Colony, Eidgah, 
Hawal, Srinagar, who left for her heavenly abode 
on 21 November 2025 ( Friday ). Mourning will be 
observed for three days only. May Allah (SWT) grant 
the departed soul the highest place in Jannah and 
give strength and patience to the bereaved family to 
bear this irreparable loss.

 Bereaved
Thakoo family

LG Manoj Sinha to chair high-level 
security meet in Jammu today

CM thanks Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

for additional 50 days of MGNREGA 

employment support

LoP Sharma Calls Proposed Power 
Tariff Hike ‘Electoral Fraud’ by NC

DSEK strengthens School 
Infrastructure at GHSS Chursoo

Dir Agr chairs review 
meeting on HADP, CSS, 
CAPEX, NABARD Schemes

AHMAD TAIMUR

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha will 
chair a high-level security 
meet in Jammu on Sunday 
to review the situation fol-
lowing the deadly blast in 
Delhi last week and oversee 
winter preparedness by the 
forces, sources said.

Sources said that the 
LG will chair the meeting 
at 11 am at the Jammu 
Convention Centre tomor-
row. “The meeting will 
be attended by top Police, 
Army, CRPF officers, intel-
ligence agencies and top 
officials of  the civil admin-
istration,” they said.

They said that the LG 
will review the security 
scenario in Jammu and 
Kashmir in view of  the 
Delhi blast last week and 
also oversee the winter pre-
paredness by the security 
forces.

Earlier, Sinha chaired 
a high-level meeting with 
police and civil administra-
tion on Saturday following 

the accidental blast at the 
Nowgam police station 
that killed nine people and 
injured other 32.

The blast occurred after 
a stockpile of  explosives 
seized from Faridabad 
went off  accidentally in the 
Nowgam police station last 
Friday when a Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) 
team was taking samples 
from the explosive for fur-
ther examination.

Sources also said that 
Sinha would take a review 
of  the situation along the 
Line of  Control in Jammu 

and Kashmir in view of  
the situation that emerged 
after the Delhi blast. “The 
security forces would be 
directed to keep a tight 
vigil along the LoC and 
in the hinterland to deter 
any security threat posed 
by anti-national elements 
to disturb peace and law 
and order situation in the 
Union Territory,” they 
said.

They added that the LG 
would be briefed about 
the steps taken to destroy 
the terror ecosystem in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

At least 15 persons were 
killed and many others 
were injured a blast ripped 
through an explosive laden 
car near Delhi’s iconic Red 
Fort area on November 10.

Following the blast, 
security measures have 
been heightened with frisk-
ing and regular patrolling 
by various security agen-
cies being intensified at 
vital locations across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Security personnel have 
been deployed at strategic 
locations along highways, 
including the Srinagar-
Jammu national highway 
in Pulwama and the Qazi-
gund gateway, to monitor 
vehicle movement and 
maintain public order.

Police have also intensi-
fied inspections of  shops 
and establishments dealing 
with chemicals, fertilisers, 
explosives, hardware, and 
automobile workshops 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The blast occurred 
hours after Jammu and 
Kashmir police and Farid-
abad police busted a doc-

tors’ module and recovered 
2,900 kg of  ammonium 
nitrate along with other 
arms and ammunition on 
their revelation.

So far, six persons, 
including Dr Muzamil, Dr 
Shaheen, Dr Adil, Molvi 
Irfan, Amir Ali and Jasir 
Bilal, have been arrested so 
far in connection with the 
Delhi blast case.

The NIA has said 
that they all had played 
a key role in the terror 
attack, with Amir Rashid 
Ali arrested after probe 
revealed that the car used 
in the blast was registered 
in his name, while Jasir 
Bilal Wani alias Danish had 
provided technical support 
to the suicide bomber.

The investigation of  
case was handed over to the 
NIA by the Home Ministry, 
soon after the attack. The 
Anti-Terror Agency has 
said it is working closely 
with various state police 
forces to track and arrest 
every member of  the ter-
rorist module involved in 
the carnage—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Saturday 
extended his gratitude 
to the Union Minister 
for Rural Development, 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, for 
increasing the MGNREGA 
work limit for Jammu and 
Kashmir, stating that the 
enhanced support will play 
a vital role in helping vul-
nerable communities over-
come economic distress.

The Chief  Minister also 
congratulated the Minis-
ter for Rural Development 
& Panchayati Raj, Javid 
Ahmad Dar, and his team for 
successfully pursuing the 
Ministry of  Rural Develop-
ment, Government of  India, 
to approve an additional 50 
days of  employment under 
MGNREGA for rural areas 
affected by natural calami-
ties in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chief  Minister said 
that this crucial decision 
will assist thousands of  
households impacted by 
recent floods and landslides 
by ensuring enhanced live-
lihood opportunities and 

timely relief. He expressed 
appreciation for the Govern-
ment of  India’s swift sup-
port to J&K.

The Government of  
India has formally raised 
the MGNREGA work limit 
from 100 to 150 days for 
affected households in 
Jammu and Kashmir for 
the financial year 2025–26. 
This decision follows the 
declaration of  1,962 Pan-
chayats as flood-affected, 
after the UT administra-
tion sought special relief  
to address the adverse 
impacts on agricultural 
activities and rural liveli-
hoods. The Department of  

Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare had recommended 
this extension, which will 
directly benefit the most 
vulnerable families by 
creating stable incomes, 
reducing economic hard-
ships, and enabling the 
creation of  durable com-
munity assets.

T h e  a d d i t i o n a l 
employment support 
will be implemented with 
revised management 
protocols and enhanced 
monitoring through 
NREGASoft, the nation-
al MIS system, which is 
being updated to record 
the extra workdays.

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Leader of  
Opposition (LoP) Sunil 
Sharma on Saturday, 
accused the party of  com-
mitting “electoral fraud” 
by promising free electrici-
ty before elections and now 
burdening the people with 
proposed hefty 20 percent 
tariff  hike.

Sunil Sharma said the 
NC’s 2024 election mani-
festo has collapsed under 
its own lies and false assur-
ances.

“Omar Abdullah prom-
ised 200 units of  free elec-
tricity to every household 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Today, more than a year 
later, instead of  fulfilling 
that promise, his govern-
ment is preparing to loot 
people with an outrageous 
20 percent increase in 
peak-hour consumption 
charges,” he said.Regional 
History Books

Challenging the Chief  
Minister directly, Sharma 
added said if  Omar Abdul-
lah has even an ounce of  

honesty, let him reveal how 
many households have 
actually received the so-
called free 200 units. “The 
people deserve to know 
how badly they’ve been 
misled.”

Sharma asserted that 
the BJP will strongly resist 
any move that adds to the 
financial burden of  ordi-
nary citizens.Handicrafts 
online store

He said the proposed 
tariff  hike has already gen-

erated widespread anger 
among political parties, 
traders, and common con-
sumers, all of  whom see it 
as an “unjust, exploitative, 
and anti-people decision.”

He reiterated that the 
NC government should 
withdraw the proposal 
immediately and deliver 
what it promised during 
the elections, instead 
of  punishing the very 
people it vowed to sup-
port. (KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
School Education Kashmir, 
Naseer Ahmad Wani, Sat-
urday inaugurated a newly 
established Reception 
Centre and Mini Auditori-
um at Government Higher 
Secondary School (GHSS) 
Chursoo, Awantipora.

Speaking during an 
Enrollment Drive orga-
nized on the occasion, the 
Director reaffirmed that 
ground-level inspection 
and continuous monitor-
ing of  schools are essential 
components of  an effective 
education system. He fur-
ther added that the depart-
ment remains committed 
to enhancing school facili-
ties across the region to 
ensure a conducive learn-
ing environment for every 
child.

During the event, the 
school unveiled a nota-
ble student publication 
titled “All for Thy Name”, 
authored by the student of  
the said school, Adnan Gul, 
reflecting the institution’s 

focus on promoting cre-
ative and academic excel-
lence.

On this occasion, the 
Director also facilitated 
the formal enrollment of  
nearly two dozen students, 
encouraging parents to 
actively support their chil-
dren’s educational journey.

Outstanding student 
performers were felici-
tated with certificates and 
awards in recognition of  
their achievements.

In his address, the 
Director commended the 
school administration for 
its efficient utilization of  
available resources and 
acknowledged its continu-
ous efforts to improve aca-
demic standards. He reiter-
ated that quality education 

remains a top priority of  
the Government, and every 
possible effort is being 
made to provide the nec-
essary facilities to educa-
tional institutions.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief  Education 
Officer Pulwama, Shabir 
Ahmad Khan, highlighted 
the recent achievements of  
the district in the education 
sector and expressed pride 
that Pulwama secured the 
first position in the latest 
PARAKH Test.

 A documentary film 
was also screened in the 
newly inaugurated Mini 
Auditorium, showcasing 
the school’s reconstruc-
tion efforts following the 
devastation caused by the 
2014 floods.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  In a bid to 
assess the physical and 
financial progress of  key 
agricultural initiatives 
across the Kashmir Divi-
sion, Director Agriculture 
Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad 
Shah, Saturady convened a 
high-level review meeting 
at the Agriculture Complex 
Lalmandi, Srinagar.

The session focused on 
the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP), Capital Expendi-
ture (CAPEX), Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes (CSS), 
and National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD)-funded 
projects. All Chief Agricul-
ture Officers (CAOs) and 
District Development Offi-
cers (DDOs) from the divi-
sion were present, ensuring 
a thorough district-wise 
evaluation.

During the meeting, a 
detailed presentation high-
lighted scheme-wise and 
component-wise expendi-

tures, physical achievements, 
and progress against set tar-
gets under HADP projects, 
CSS, CAPEX, and NABARD.

The Director  emphasized 
the critical importance of  
expeditious and judicious 
utilization of  allocated funds 
to deliver maximum benefits 
to the farming community. 
He urged officers to main-
tain utmost transparency and 
accountability in all financial 
transactions while accelerat-
ing project implementation to 
prevent any lapses.

"Strengthening agri-
cultural infrastructure, 
integrating technological 
interventions, and ensur-
ing seamless scheme deliv-
ery are pivotal to enhancing 
productivity and uplifting 
the socio-economic status of  
our farmers," said the Direc-
tor. He directed the officers 
to intensify outreach efforts, 
actively engage with farmer 
communities, and promote 
awareness about HADP ini-
tiatives and modern farm-
ing techniques for grass-
roots-level success.

Labour Commissioner issues final 
compliance notice to defaulter Trade Unions

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant 
move to strengthen transpar-
ency and statutory gover-
nance, Labour Commissioner 
& Registrar Trade Unions, 
Jammu & Kashmir S. Charan-
deep Singh has issued a fresh 
and final notice, directing all 
defaulter Trade Unions and 
Associations to immediately 
submit their pending Annual 
Returns within 10 days.

Under Section 28 of the 
Trade Unions Act, 1926, 
every registered trade union 
is required to file its Annual 
Returns for the year ending 
31st December by 31st July of 
the following year. However, 
despite repeated reminders 
and earlier notices issued by 
the department, a consider-
able number of unions have 
continued to remain non-
compliant.

Referring to the earlier 
notices that had clearly called 
upon the unions to fulfill this 
mandatory statutory require-
ment, the Labour Commis-
sioner has now issued a final 
compliance directive. “Unions 
that fail to file their pending 
returns within the stipulated 
10-day period will be consid-
ered defaulters with no further 
opportunity for explanation, 
making them liable for strict 
action, including the cancel-
lation of their registration,” the 
Notice reads.

Labour Commissioner J&K 
and Registrar Trade Unions, 
J&K, has emphasized that 
submission of Annual Returns 

is not only a legal obligation 
but also essential for ensuring 
accountability, transparency 
and proper functioning of 
trade unions across the Union 
Territory.

The Labour Commissioner 
J&K directed all Deputy Labour 
Commissioners and Assistant 
Labour Commissioners to 
ensure compliance at once 
and verify that all returns are 
submitted in Form ‘D’ within 
the prescribed period.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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The unseen battle of 
Specially abled children

MOHAMMAD HANIEF

Specially abled children 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir continue to fight an 

unseen yet unyielding battle for 
dignity, inclusion, and opportu-
nity. Their struggle begins at 
birth and persists throughout 
their lives, defined not only by 
physical or cognitive challenges 
but also by a society that still 
struggles to see them as equals. 
Beneath the region’s breathtak-
ing mountains and tranquil val-
leys lies a quieter story, one of  
courage, resilience, and deter-
mination in the face of  indif-
ference.

Behind every beautiful sun-
rise over the Dal Lake or every 
bustling schoolyard in Srinagar 
lies a reality many prefer to 
overlook. For children with 
disabilities, whether physical, 
intellectual, or sensory, life in 
Jammu and Kashmir is a con-
stant uphill climb. Their fight 
is not only against physical 
limitations but also against the 
invisible barriers of  stigma, 
isolation, and indifference. In 
a society that often views dis-
ability through the lens of  pity 
or shame, these children strive 
not just to live, but to belong.

According to official records, 
over 3.6 lakh people in Jammu 
and Kashmir live with disabili-
ties, though experts believe the 
real number is much higher. 
Among them are thousands 
of  children, each with dreams, 
laughter, and potential like 
any other. Yet, their paths are 
strewn with obstacles. In far-

flung villages, children born 
with hearing or visual impair-
ments often go undiagnosed 
for years. Families, unaware of  
available therapies or too poor 
to afford them, do what they 
can, sometimes carrying their 
children for miles to hospitals 
in Srinagar or Jammu, only 
to return with little hope and 
empty pockets.

Education, which should be 
a gateway to freedom, becomes 
another closed door. Most 
schools in the region are not 
built for inclusivity. There are 
no ramps for wheelchairs, no 
Braille textbooks for the visual-
ly impaired, no interpreters for 
those who cannot hear. Teach-
ers, however kind, are rarely 
trained to teach children with 
special needs. In rural districts, 
where distances are long and 
winters harsh, many children 
never even make it to school. 
Some watch their siblings pack 
their bags each morning, won-
dering why they cannot do the 
same. Their classrooms remain 
confined to the four walls of  
their homes, silent, lonely, and 
full of  unspoken dreams.

Even in urban centers like 
Srinagar or Jammu, where 
awareness is growing, the 
struggle persists. The few 
specialized schools available 
are often overcrowded or too 
expensive for ordinary families. 
Many parents face impossible 
choices, to send their child far 
away for education or to keep 
them close, safe, but unedu-
cated. Either way, they carry a 
heavy burden of  guilt and help-
lessness. For the children, the 
cost is deeper — they begin to 
internalize the belief  that the 
world was not made for them.

But beyond policy failures 
and infrastructure gaps lies a 
more painful truth, society’s 
indifference. In many parts of  
Jammu and Kashmir, disabil-
ity is still treated as misfortune, 
even punishment. Families of  
specially abled children often 
endure whispered comments, 
pitying stares, or cruel judg-

ment. Some parents, in their 
heartbreak, hide their children 
from the world to shield them 
from humiliation. Yet, within 
those hidden rooms, you will 
find stories of  incredible resil-
ience, children who paint with 
their toes, learn to read through 
touch, or communicate through 
gestures filled with joy. Their 
spirit refuses to surrender.

Healthcare, too, remains a 
distant promise for many. While 
early diagnosis and therapy can 
make a world of  difference, spe-
cialized services are rare and 
scattered. In districts like Kup-
wara, Kulgam, and Doda, reha-
bilitation centers are few, and 
therapists even fewer. Parents 
often undertake exhausting 
journeys across mountains and 
snow just to keep hope alive. 
Some sell their livestock to buy 
a wheelchair or a hearing aid; 
others rely on faith and per-
sistence when medicine fails 
them. Every small milestone, a 
first step, a clear word, a steady 
hand, becomes a celebration of  
love and perseverance.

Amidst all this, there are 
flickers of  light. Some organi-
zations have become beacons of  
hope, offering therapy, counsel-
ing, and education to those for-
gotten by the system. Their cen-
ters echo with laughter, music, 
and stories of  transformation. 
Here, children once confined by 
silence learn to speak through 

art and play. Here, parents find 
not pity, but understanding. 
These small spaces of  compas-
sion prove that change is pos-
sible, when empathy replaces 
apathy.

There are also stories of  tri-
umph that rise like spring blos-
soms after a long winter. A girl 
from Pulwama, born visually 
impaired, now teaches Braille 
to younger children. A boy from 
Baramulla, who lost his legs to 
an accident, paints breathtak-
ing landscapes that capture 
the very mountains that once 
limited his movement. Another 
child from Jammu, born with 
hearing loss, has become a 
motivational speaker, helping 
others like him find their voice. 
These are not tales of  charity, 
they are stories of  strength, of  
what happens when a spark of  
opportunity meets the flame of  
determination.

Yet, for every success story, 
there are hundreds of  unheard 
ones, children who remain 
locked away from the world, 
their laughter stifled by silence 
and shame. What they need is 
not sympathy, but inclusion. 
They need schools that wel-
come them, teachers who 
understand them, and commu-
nities that celebrate, not con-
ceal, their differences. Above 
all, they need a society willing 
to see them, not as burdens, 
but as children with boundless 

potential.
The government, to its credit, 

has introduced several welfare 
programs,  disability pensions, 
scholarships, and employment 
quotas, but the journey from 
policy to practice is uneven. 
Bureaucratic red tape, lack of  
awareness, and poor implemen-
tation mean that benefits often 
fail to reach those who need 
them most. The system must 
shift from a model of  charity 
to one of  empowerment, where 
access, dignity, and equality 
are non-negotiable rights, not 
favors.

The unseen battle of  special-
ly abled children in Jammu and 
Kashmir is, in truth, a mirror 
reflecting society’s conscience. 
Their fight is not only for ramps 
and wheelchairs but for recog-
nition and respect. They are 
not seeking sympathy; they are 
seeking space, a rightful place 
in classrooms, playgrounds, 
and dreams. Their resilience 
exposes the cracks in our com-
passion and challenges the 
world to do better.

As dusk settles over the 
valley and the call to prayer 
echoes across the Dal Lake, 
somewhere a mother whispers 
words of  encouragement to her 
child struggling to walk. Some-
where a father lifts his son into 
a wheelchair, determined that 
tomorrow he will reach school. 
Somewhere a teacher stays 
after class, helping a child read 
a single line of  Braille. These 
small, unseen acts of  love and 
endurance are what hold the 
valley together.

Disability does not define 
these children; courage does. 
Their strength is a quiet revolu-
tion, a reminder that inclusion 
is not a gift but a right, and that 
the truest beauty of  Jammu 
and Kashmir lies not only in its 
mountains or meadows, but in 
the indomitable spirit of  its chil-
dren who refuse to be left behind.

The author can be mailed at 
m.hanief@gmail.com

No More Glamour in Poison

Why Alcohol Packaging Needs a Warning

LALIT GARG

Recently, the country’s 
highest court made a 
serious observation 

regarding the packaging of  
alcoholic beverages, a remark 
that serves not only as a legal 
intervention but also as a 
powerful warning that shakes 
the conscience of  society. The 
Court clearly stated that pre-
senting liquor in attractive and 
tempting packaging is a viola-
tion of  public health, cultural 
values, and social responsi-
bility. Glitter bottles, foreign-
inspired designs, flashy colours, 
and glamorous boxes, these 
strategies have now become 
tools to lure people, especially 
the youth and women, toward 
alcohol. This deceptive, market-
driven packaging is a new and 
dangerous threat. It not only 
expands the alcohol market but 
also strikes at the very foun-
dation of  the nation’s health, 
morality, and mental balance. 
Such misleading packaging—
sometimes resembling juice 
cartons, is nothing short of  a 
criminal act that plays with 
public health.

At a time when the country 
is battling illnesses, accidents, 
violence, family breakdowns, 
and mental depression caused 
by alcohol, promoting liquor 
as a “fashionable” product 
becomes a major danger. Alco-
hol companies have linked 

packaging with modernity, 
prestige, and style, leading 
young people to treat drinking 
as a symbol of  achievement. 
Psychologically and socially, 
this packaging creates an illu-
sion that drinking is a hallmark 
of  sophistication, whereas the 
reality is that alcohol, in all its 
forms, is a toxic poison for both 
body and mind. The destructive 
effects of  alcohol are no secret. 
It gradually hollows out the 
body from within and drags 
individuals into the dark alleys 
of  addiction. Liver cirrhosis, 
heart disease, high blood pres-
sure, cancer, mental imbalance, 
depression, and severe sleep 
disorders are its direct conse-
quences. Thousands die every 
year in road accidents caused 
by drunk driving. Domestic 
violence, crime, and the break-
down of  families have long 
been linked to alcohol abuse. In 
such circumstances, presenting 
liquor in glamorous packaging 
amounts to willingly pushing 
people toward destruction.

This is why the Supreme 
Court has expressed concern 
that liquor bottles should not 
be packaged in a way that 
hides the real dangers of  
alcohol. Health warnings are 
often placed on the sides or 
bottoms of  bottles, barely vis-
ible. Companies conveniently 
overshadow health messages to 
highlight the visual appeal of  
their products. This is not only 
unethical but also violates the 
spirit of  public-health policies. 
The government has already 
mandated large and graphic 
warnings on tobacco products; 
therefore, similar strict rules 
should apply to alcohol, whose 
impact on health is equally dev-
astating. A major reason for the 
growing acceptance of  alcohol 
in society is that the liquor 
industry has turned packaging 
itself  into a form of  advertise-
ment. Where direct advertising 

of  alcohol is legally prohibited, 
companies use colourful bottles 
and stylish boxes as indirect 
promotions. This surrogate 
advertising circumvents the 
law and pushes young people 
toward addiction. Therefore, 
moving towards plain, simple, 
and non-appealing packaging 
is essential so that alcohol no 
longer appears as a “luxury 
product” but as a substance 
whose very appearance warns 
of  danger.

Another distressing fact is 
that the sole objective of  the 
liquor industry is to increase 
sales, regardless of  how deeply 
society may suffer. They never 
acknowledge that alcohol 
destroys households, deterio-
rates health, and puts countless 
lives at risk. Strong legal action 
is therefore indispensable. 
Restricting glamorous packag-
ing will not only create greater 
awareness among consumers 
but also contribute signifi-
cantly to building an environ-
ment conducive to de-addiction. 
Governments, however, depend 
heavily on alcohol-related reve-
nue, which often prevents them 
from openly confronting the 
industry. Thus, the Supreme 
Court’s warning must be seen 
as a crucial message not only 

for the industry but also for 
governments, society, and 
families. Alcohol is harmful 
to health in every form, and 
making it attractive reduces 
the value of  human life itself. 
It is imperative to regulate its 
packaging, make it plain and 
non-appealing, ensure that 
warnings are clear and promi-
nent, and restrict the cultural 
legitimacy granted to drink-
ing. The government must pri-
oritize public health and enact 
strict laws to curb the manipu-
lative marketing practices of  
the alcohol industry.

Today, the spread of  alcohol 
has become not only a health 
crisis but also a major cause 
of  social and cultural disin-
tegration. Crimes and violent 
incidents linked to alcohol 
have risen at an alarming rate, 
especially those involving 
women, domestic violence, eco-
nomic exploitation, and mental 
harassment. Numerous studies 
show that nearly half  of  all vio-
lent incidents against women 
involve alcohol consumption. 
Intoxicated men, driven by 
frustration, anger, and loss of  
control, often inflict abuse on 
women, destroying their digni-
ty and trapping entire families 
in fear, insecurity, and humili-

ation. This impact is not limited 
to any one class; it affects rural 
and urban, rich and poor alike, 
and can no longer be ignored.

Another worrying trend is 
that alcohol is no longer con-
fined to bars and nightclubs. It 
has seeped into weddings, birth-
day celebrations, office parties, 
festivals, and even small social 
gatherings. Alcohol is being 
pushed as a “social necessity” 
and a “marker of  modernity,” 
indicating a dangerous cultur-
al shift. Young people, seeing 
elders drink openly, begin 
perceiving it as normal, which 
leads to early initiation into 
drinking. School and college 
students, influenced by fash-
ion, peer pressure, and decep-
tive packaging, are falling into 
addiction. This generation is 
becoming physically and men-
tally weaker. Alcohol destroys 
their education, career pros-
pects, and cognitive abilities; it 
weakens the very foundation 
of  future families and society. 
Addressing these concerns 
requires more than just legal 
measures, it demands social 
awareness, cultural discipline, 
and responsible behaviour 
within families.

Society can be safe only 
when alcohol is seen not as a 
symbol of  attraction but as a 
symbol of  destruction. Its pack-
aging should convey warning, 
not glamour. Its consumption 
should be viewed not as moder-
nity but as weakness. This 
awareness will grow only when 
laws are strict and society is 
vigilant. The Supreme Court’s 
warning is an important step 
in this direction; now it is the 
responsibility of  the govern-
ment and society to transform 
it into real reform.

Author is a senior Jour-
nalist. He can be mailed at 

lalit.r.garg@gmail.com

Unpacking a 

Disturbing Conspiracy

The recent arrest of another person from Srinagar by 
the State Investigation Agency (SIA) in relation to the 
tragic Red Fort explosion serves as a timely reminder 

that the investigation into the event on November 10, which 
resulted in the deaths of innocent civilians and injuries to 
many others, is still ongoing. Each new piece of the jigsaw 
raises even more disturbing possibilities-not simply that 
the incident was a violent and random act, but rather the 
by-product of a careful, long-held conspiracy that was all 
executed under-the-radar, and to horrific effect.
Not only was the deadly explosion at or near one of India's 
most recognizable national monuments the murder of 15 
innocents and injury to many more, it was an assault on 
the fundamentals of national identity, pride and security. 
But the narrative unfolding before us, and pieced together 
by agencies investigating the explosions, may be more 
disturbing than the act itself. The involvement at any level 
of educated professionals, especially doctors, certainly is 
a disturbing new direction for homegrown terror modules. 
The interrogations of the arrested suspects tell a story of a 
sophisticated, well-funded, chillingly patient cell.
According to the investigation, the conspiracy began as 
early as 2023, amassing the explosives and materials 
over two years. The accused allegedly sourced the mate-
rials with cold calculation, bringing ammonium nitrate 
and fertiliser from Gurugram and Nuh (to manufacture 
IEDs and for possible attacks against military and govern-
ment facilities), and electronic components from Bhagirath 
Palace in Delhi and Faridabad for IEDs of their own design 
for potential attacks. They allegedly invested considerable 
personal funds - amounting to about ₹26 lakh - into their 
destructive aims. The storage of chemicals for bomb-
making in a compact residential experimental lab, possibly 
housed in a deep freezer, demonstrates a keen disregard 
for the safety of their communities.
Possibly the most troubling issue is the profile of the 
alleged conspirators. They are not impoverished, easily 
radicalised youngsters, but rather, they have achieved in 
society one of its most respectable positions. Their alleged 
attempt to travel to Afghanistan via Turkey indicates their 
possible ties to a larger international terror ecosystem. To 
plan, finance, and nearly execute this type of mass violent 
event while being in this country is extremely concerning. 
It is a clear failure, but not only of intelligence, but of the 
social mechanisms meant to identify and counter these 
much more entrenched radicalisations.
This episode poses a key admonition to our security appa-
ratus. It illustrates the clear imperative for increased moni-
toring of sources of supply for explosive material and elec-
tronic components, as well as a further understanding of 
the potentially seductive nature of radicalisation, even into 
well-educated and seemingly assimilated constituents. 
Community awareness, combined with strong intelligence 
methods, matter in this case.
The Red Fort destruction was a blunt message delivered by 
terrorists. Our response must be an even more blunt mes-
sage on behalf of the Indian state and its people: Digging up 
conspiracies to spill the blood of the innocent will compel all 
assets of the state to relentlessly pursue and not tire until all 
are hunted down to explicitly state that the webs they have 
weaved will be pulled apart, thread by thread. The response 
to the loss of the lives must be unwavering and absolute. The 
country expects nothing less.
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Why Students Should 
Build Portfolios, Not CVs

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

In a world increasingly shaped 
by artificial intelligence, 
automation, and digital inno-

vation, the way students present 
themselves to future employers 
is being rewritten. The tradition-
al Curriculum Vitae, once the 
hallmark of  professionalism, is 
losing relevance in an age where 
algorithms can generate, scan, 
and filter resumes in seconds. 
The future belongs not to the 
CV, but to the portfolio: a living, 
evolving showcase of  skills, cre-
ativity, and adaptability.

A LIVING RECORD OF GROWTH
For decades, the CV has served 

as the go-to summary of  achieve-
ments, a neat list of  degrees, job 
titles, and bullet points meant 
to impress. But in today’s fast-
changing job market, that static 
format feels out of  step. Employ-
ers no longer want to know only 
what you’ve done; they want to 
see how you think, create, and 
learn.

That’s where portfolios come 
in. Unlike a CV, a portfolio tells 
a story. It’s not just a record of  
the past, it’s a reflection of  who 
a person is becoming. It can 
include videos, designs, essays, 
code, or even reflections on les-

sons learned. It’s dynamic and 
constantly evolving, showing a 
real-time picture of  a student’s 
skills and potential.

In many ways, a portfolio acts 
as a personal museum of  learn-
ing. It highlights creativity and 
growth, the ability to adapt to 
feedback, and the process behind 
achievements. These are exactly 
the traits employers are search-
ing for in the age of  automation.

STANDING OUT IN AN AI WORLD
Artificial intelligence is 

changing not only the nature 
of  work but also the hiring pro-
cess itself. Automated systems 
now scan resumes for keywords 
and rank candidates long before 
a human ever looks at them. 
Ironically, this means the CV, 
once a symbol of  individuality, 
has become standardized and 
predictable.

A portfolio cuts through 
that noise. It offers authentic-
ity in an age of  automation. By 
showcasing real projects and 
creative processes, portfolios 
give employers something algo-
rithms can’t evaluate genuine 
human insight. They demon-
strate skills that machines can’t 
easily mimic, critical thinking, 
emotional intelligence, problem-
solving, and originality.

Portfolios also encourage stu-
dents to think deeply about their 
learning journey. They prompt 
questions like: What have I built 
that matters? What challenges 
have I overcome? What can I 
do differently next time? These 
reflections don’t just prepare stu-
dents for interviews, they make 
them better learners, collabora-
tors, and innovators.

BEYOND EMPLOYMENT: A TOOL 
FOR LEARNING

While portfolios are powerful 
job tools, they are also invalu-
able for education itself. Build-
ing a portfolio pushes students 
to connect what they learn in 
class with the real world. It turns 
theory into practice and helps 
them see how their skills evolve 

over time.
Teachers are beginning to 

recognize that portfolios foster 
critical self-awareness. When 
students document their projects 
and reflect on their outcomes, 
they start to identify patterns in 
how they work and think. This 

self-knowledge becomes the 
foundation for lifelong learn-
ing, an essential trait in a world 
where jobs are constantly chang-
ing and new technologies emerge 
daily.

Some universities are already 
integrating portfolios into their 
assessment systems, replacing 
exams or essays with digital 
showcases. Instead of  testing 
memorization, they’re encourag-
ing creativity, experimentation, 
and personal expression. That’s 
education built for the future.

AI AS A CREATIVE PARTNER
Ironically, the very technol-

ogy that made the CV obsolete 
is now helping students build 
stronger portfolios. Modern 
tools powered by AI can assist in 
everything from organizing digi-
tal work to improving reflective 
writing. Some platforms even 
use AI to suggest which projects 
best represent a student’s abili-
ties or to design visually appeal-
ing layouts for online portfolios.

Used wisely, AI becomes not 
a competitor, but a collaborator, 
one that helps students better 
express their individuality. It 
can help turn a scattered collec-
tion of  projects into a coherent 
personal brand, highlighting not 
only achievements but also the 
journey behind them.

EVIDENCE, NOT CLAIMS
The shift from CVs to portfo-

lios reflects a broader cultural 
change: the move from claim-
ing competence to proving 
it. Anyone can list skills on a 
resume. A portfolio, on the other 
hand, provides tangible proof. It 
says, Here’s what I’ve created. 
Here’s what I’ve learned. Here’s 
how I’ve grown.

In a time when AI can fabri-

cate credentials and generate 
generic application materials, 
authenticity has become the 
new currency. A well-crafted 
portfolio communicates cred-
ibility, it’s harder to fake a genu-
ine process than to embellish a 
CV. Employers know this, and 
they’re increasingly turning to 
portfolios to spot genuine talent 
and potential.

A CALL TO ACTION FOR STUDENTS 
AND EDUCATORS

The message is clear: if  stu-
dents want to thrive in the age of  
AI, they must learn to show, not 
just tell, what they can do. That 
starts with building a digital 
portfolio early in their academic 
journey. Schools and universi-
ties, in turn, need to support this 
shift by helping students devel-
op portfolios that capture their 
learning, creativity, and career 
goals.

This change isn’t just about 
employability, it’s about mind-
set. It’s about preparing students 
to be adaptable, reflective, and 
self-driven in a future where suc-
cess depends on how quickly one 
can learn and reinvent oneself.

The world doesn’t need more 
polished CVs. It needs evidence 
of  curiosity, initiative, and inno-
vation. Portfolios deliver that.

In the age of  artificial intelli-
gence, where machines can write 
the perfect resume, students 
must show what only humans 
can offer: imagination, integrity, 
and individuality.

Author is Faculty of  Math-
ematics, Department of  General 

Education HUC, Ajman, UAE. 
He can be mailed at reyaz56@

gmail.com

Silent Threat: Why Kidney 

Disease Goes Unnoticed

DR. SHAFIQ AHMED

Kidney diseases are increas-
ing worldwide and affecting a 
large part of  the population. 

Yet many people remain unaware 
about symptoms related to kidney dis-
ease and these individuals might be at 
risk until the disease has progressed 
significantly. I want to ensure that 
every individual should know about 
the risk factors and potential sign 
which can harm our kidneys. Educa-
tion about symptoms and potential 
risk factors may avert the problem 
if  intervened early and May stop fur-
ther progress of  disease by receiving 
appropriate treatment.

WHY KIDNEYS MATTER
Your kidneys quietly support your 

life every day. They work relentless-
ly to filter waste products, balance 
fluids, regulate blood pressure, and 
maintain the cleanliness of  your 
blood. Damage to these organs can 
lead to serious health complica-
tions—but early awareness can pre-
vent irreversible harm.

WHO IS AT RISK?
Several factors may put you at 

greater risk for kidney disease:
►  High Blood Pressure (Hyper-

tension): Persistently elevated 
blood pressure can strain the 
delicate blood vessels in your 
kidneys, damaging their ability 
to filter waste.

► Diabetes: Uncontrolled diabe-

tes can injure the tiny filter-
ing units of  the kidney. India, 
being a diabetes capital, means 
many are at hidden risk.

► Family History: If  kidney dis-
ease runs in your family, you 
may be genetically predis-
posed—regular check-ups are 

essential.
► Obesity: Being overweight 

increases your risk, not only 
for kidney disease but also for 
contributing factors like diabe-
tes and hypertension.

► Smoking and Excessive Pain-
killers: Tobacco and frequent 

use of  analgesics (especially 
without prescription) harm 
kidney function over time.

► Advanced Age: As we age, our 
organs—including kidneys—
are more likely to experience 
wear and tear.

WARNING SIGNS YOU SHOULDN’T 
IGNORE

Early kidney disease rarely causes 
symptoms, making it a silent condi-
tion. However, watch for:
► Persistent fatigue, decreased 

energy, or poor concentration
► Swelling in the ankles, feet, or 

face
► Changes in urine appearance 

or frequency
► Unexplained nausea or vomit-

ing
► Difficulty sleeping or muscle 

cramps at night
► Loss of  appetite

If  you notice these signs—espe-
cially with any risk factors—seek 
medical attention for basic kidney 
tests. Simple blood and urine tests, 
such as measuring creatinine levels 
and checking for protein in urine, can 
offer crucial early warnings.

PROTECTING YOUR KIDNEY HEALTH
You can significantly lower your 

risk through preventive actions:
► Maintain a healthy weight and 

balanced diet low in salt and 
processed foods.

► Control your blood pressure 
and blood sugar if  you have 
hypertension or diabetes.

► Quit smoking and limit alcohol 
intake.

► Avoid unnecessary painkillers; 
consult your doctor before any 
regular use.

► Stay hydrated, but don’t exces-
sively overdrink water.

► Schedule annual check-ups, 
especially after the age of  40 
or if  you have risk factors.

THE TAKEAWAY
Kidney disease does not discrimi-

nate—it can affect anyone. The best 
weapon you have is awareness and 
regular monitoring. Prevention, 
prompt detection, and lifestyle modi-
fication are your strongest allies. 
Don’t wait for symptoms—get pro-
active about your kidney health and 
encourage loved ones to do the same.

Author is Director - Urology, 
Andrology & Renal Transplant, 

BLK-Max Super Speciality Hospital, 
Delhi. He can be mailed at
 mridul.cnpr@gmail.com
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SIA arrests Batamaloo 
GMC Anantnag.
They said that Muzamil also revealed that 

he along with Dr Adil and Dr Muzaffar went 
to Turkey in 2022 on the instructions of  their 
handlers and they were supposed to be sent 
to Afghanistan from there. “After 5-6 days, 
their expected contact refused to meet and he 
could not send them to Afghanistan”.

He has also revealed that Dr Umar, who 
triggered the blast, used to watch bomb-
making videos and read related literature 
online. “He purchased explosive materials 
from Nuh, while electronic components were 
bought from Bhagirath Palace and the NIT 
market in Faridabad,” Muzamil reportedly 
told the investigators.

It has also been revealed that Dr Umar 
had purchased a deep freezer, and he was 
storing chemicals and explosive materials 
inside it, where a chemical bomb was being 
prepared.

Muzamil has also revealed that the con-
spiracy to carry out blasts in Delhi and sev-
eral other cities was hatched in 2023. “Explo-
sives had been arranged for the blasts over 
the past two years. For two years, they had 
been collecting explosives, remotes, and 
other devices.”

Probed has further revealed that Muzam-
mil was responsible for purchasing ammo-
nium nitrate and urea. “Muzammil bought 
26 quintals of  NPK fertiliser from Gurugram 
and Nuh. The responsibility of  converting 
this fertiliser into explosives was given to 
Dr Umar. He was also tasked with arrang-
ing chemicals, remotes, and devices for the 
explosions,” it revealed.

It has revealed that Muzammil bought 
the fertilizer for ₹3 lakh. “They had contrib-
uted funds for these things themselves with 
Muzamil contributing Rs 5lakh, Dr Adil con-
tributing Ra 8 lakh, Dr Muzafar Rs 6 lakh, 
Dr Umar Rs 2 lakh and Dr Shaheen Shahid 
contributing Rs 5 lakh. A total of  Rs 26 lakh 
in cash was collected and handed over to Dr 
Umar,” the probe has revealed.

At least 15 persons were killed and many 
others were injured a blast ripped through 
an explosive laden car near Delhi’s iconic 
Red Fort area on November 10.

The blast occurred hours after Jammu 
and Kashmir police and Faridabad police 
busted a doctors’ module and recovered 2,900 
kg of  ammonium nitrate along with other 
arms and ammunition on their revelation. 
So far, six persons, including Dr Muzamil, 
Dr Shaheen, Dr Adil, Molvi Irfan, Amir Ali 
and Jasir Bilal, have been arrested so far in 
connection with the Delhi blast case.

As already reported by KNO, Mufti Irfan 
Ahmad Wagay was arrested on 21 October, 
while Dr Muzammil Shakeel Ganai, Dr Adeel 
Ahmed Rather and Dr Shaheen Saeed were 
arrested on October 22 and 23 by the J&K 
police.

The NIA said that they all had played 
a key role in the terror attack, with Amir 
Rashid Ali arrested after probe revealed that 
the car used in the blast was registered in his 
name, while Jasir Bilal Wani alias Danish 
had provided technical support to the suicide 
bomber.

The investigation of  case was handed 
over to the NIA by the Home Ministry, soon 
after the attack. The Anti-Terror Agency 
has said it is working closely with various 

state police forces to track and arrest every 
member of  the terrorist module involved in 
the carnage—(KNO)

LG lauds Army
The Lieutenant Governor appealed to 

everyone to participate in eye donation and 
inspire others for the noble cause.

He said the camp significantly raises 
awareness about vision-related diseases and 
offers vital guidance on necessary eye care. 
Such camps in remote areas reach vulner-
able population who are often unaware of  
their eye conditions or lack the necessary 
income and resources for treatment, bring-
ing critical care directly to those in need, 
he added.

The Lieutenant Governor praised the 
brave personnel of  Indian Armed Forces 
for their unwavering courage and sacrifices 
to effectively address the security threats.

“Our great nation remains committed to 
the values of  peaceful coexistence, mutual 
harmony, and friendship. Today, India does 
not need to prove its prowess. The nation's 
valiant Armed Forces stand as a powerful 
testament to its valour,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasised 
that the Armed Forces should continually 
adapt to and remain vigilant against the rap-
idly changing security environment.

“The adversary is making desperate 
attempts to disrupt peace and hinder India's 
progress. Recently, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Police unearthed and dismantled a pan-India 
terror network that was planning to carry 
out a series of  terrorist attacks across the 
country. In such a situation, we must remain 
alert to protect the nation's honour, protect 
our borders, and preserve our unity and 
integrity,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh and 
Chief  of  the Army Staff, General Upendra 
Dwivedi also extended their felicitations, 
through video messages, to the Northern 
Command, Armed Forces Medical Servic-
es and everyone associated for their noble 
endeavour. An educational handbook on 
quality eye care was also released on the 
occasion.

The camp provided medical support to 
residents from the far-flung districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir, including Udham-
pur, Doda, Rajouri, Poonch, Kishtwar, and 
Ramban, with over 1,000 persons screened 
and more than 300 surgeries performed.

Shri Sunil Sharma, Leader of  Opposition 
(LoP) in J&K Legislative Assembly; Lieu-
tenant General Pratik Sharma, GOC-in-C, 
Northern Command; Surgeon Vice Admiral 
Aarti Sarin, Director General, Armed Forces 
Medical Services; Lt Gen CG Muralidharan, 
Director General, Medical Services (Army); 
Brig. Dr. Sanjay Mishra; Ms Saloni Rai, 
Deputy Commissioner Udhampur, senior 
officials, veterans, veer naris, and people 
from different walks of  life were present.

Power Hike Proposal
Commission as and when required.Busi-

ness Investment Opportunities
The party also said the Lieutenant Gover-

nor appears unaware of  the regulatory pro-

cess and is attempting to exonerate the cen-
tral government by shifting blame. He added 
that any such hike would burden people who 
are already grappling with rising living costs 
and severe winter conditions.

Imran Nabi Dar that the NC government 
will not allow the proposal to be implement-
ed and will stand firmly with the public on 
the issue. [KNT]

Police step up security
Meanwhile, security has been heightened 

in Doda and Kishtwar following the Delhi 
blast.

DIG DKR Range Shridhar Patil chaired a 
high-level review with police, army, SSB, and 
intelligence agencies to focus on patrolling, 
checkpoints, and intelligence monitoring.

"Coordinated anti-terror operations are 
ongoing, and the public has been urged to 
remain vigilant and report suspicious activ-
ity," an official part of  the meeting said.

Furthermore, a coordinated multi-agency 
mock drill was carried out at Jammu Airport 
to assess operational readiness and emer-
gency response capabilities.

"Agencies that participated included 
CISF, Special Operations Group (SOG) of  
J&K Police, Indian Air Force, Airports 
Authority of  India (AAI), J&K Fire & Emer-
gency Services, GMC medical team, AAI Fire 
Services, and CISF BDDS & Dog Squad," the 
officials said.

They said the exercise aimed to strength-
en inter-agency coordination, evaluate stan-
dard procedures, and enhance preparedness 
for real-time emergencies.

Meanwhile, police remain alert across 
other districts of  Kashmir, conducting 
CASOs, vehicle checks, and frisking to 
ensure public safety and maintain law and 
order—(KNO)

CS for creating
to take the lead in uploading detailed 

data layers concerning youth engagement 
across all districts of  the UT. He called for 
comprehensive datasets covering skilling 
initiatives, employment trends, entrepre-
neurial activities, sports participation and 
educational indicators of  youth to facilitate 
the formulation of  targeted and impactful 
youth-centric policies.

Highlighting the inter-departmental 
responsibility in strengthening the PMGS 
framework, the Chief  Secretary urged the 
Home Department to upload granular data 
pertaining to drug hotspots, substance abuse 
patterns and area-wise prevalence of  related 
cases.

He also called upon the Agriculture Pro-
duction Department to consider integration 
of  data relating to crop production, produc-
tivity indicators and animal husbandry 
statistics to enable data-driven agricultural 
planning and improved sectoral interven-
tions.

The Health Department was impressed 
upon to upload comprehensive health-
related datasets, particularly concerning 
the prevalence of  critical diseases such as 
anaemia and cancer across the UT. He noted 
that such data would assist authorities in 
devising focused healthcare interventions 

and optimizing resource allocation.
 Furthermore, departments including 

Rural Development Department (RDD), 
Housing & Urban Development Depart-
ment (H&UDD) and others were advised to 
maximize their contributions by uploading 
as many relevant and analytical layers as 
possible to enhance the overall utility of  the 
portal.

Providing an overview of  the current 
status, Commissioner Secretary, Industries 
& Commerce, Vikramjit Singh informed the 
meeting that as many as 640 individual layers 
have been uploaded by around 40 depart-
ments, including 609 additional layers and 
26 analytical tools, positioning Jammu & 
Kashmir among the top three States/UTs in 
the country in terms of  PM Gati Shakti data 
integration and utilization.

Further, Director, I&C Jammu, Arun 
Manhas apprised the meeting that 37 infra-
structure projects with an estimated value 
exceeding Rs 5000 crore have been delib-
erated in Network Planning Group (NPG) 
meetings following the GAD threshold order 
of  Rs 20 crore.

He also highlighted the implementation 
of  a structured Maker-Checker-Approver 
mechanism and the circulation of  SOPs and 
a comprehensive Primer on PM Gati Shakti 
along with practical use cases among user 
departments. More than 100 capacity-build-
ing sessions have been conducted to enhance 
departmental proficiency in handling the 
PMGS platform.

Later, the Chief  Secretary formally inau-
gurated the Advanced GIS Portal and GIS-
Based Asset Mapping Mobile Application 
developed for the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Department (H&UDD), marking a 
significant milestone in the modernization 
of  urban infrastructure planning and man-
agement in Jammu & Kashmir.

Commissioner Secretary, H&UDD, Man-
deep Kaur highlighted that this future-ready 
initiative establishes a robust digital frame-
work with real-time integration to the PM 
Gati Shakti national portal, ensuring seam-
less synchronization of  both legacy datasets 
and new API-driven integrations. She added 
that the system hosts more than 90 compre-
hensive layers with over 600 attributes, cov-
ering key developmental schemes including 
AMRUT 2.0, SBM 2.0, PMAY, Smart Cities 
Mission (SCM) and 5G street infrastructure.

The mobile application has been designed 
for versatility, enabling conduct of  varied 
field surveys and uniquely facilitating 
the mapping of  online service portal data 
through dedicated layers. This comprehen-
sive digital ecosystem is expected to serve 
as a dynamic and holistic tool for efficient 
urban governance, strategic planning and 
sustainable development across J&K.

The meeting concluded with a reaffirma-
tion of  the commitment to strengthen inte-
grated planning through technology-driven 
platforms, reinforcing the UT’s vision of  
transparent, data-driven and citizen-centric 
governance.

Dal, Wular
Officials said the migratory season began 

in late October and will continue until 
March. The wetlands, still holding sufficient 
water after autumn rains, provide ideal habi-

tats for the birds.
The teams continue to monitor key areas 

and prevent poaching and habitat degrada-
tion. "Night patrols and coordination with 
local police units have been intensified, and 
awareness campaigns in surrounding vil-
lages aim to discourage illegal trapping," an 
official said.

The visiting flocks play a role in main-
taining the wetlands’ ecological balance and 
contribute to the food chain. Their presence 
also attracts photographers, bird watchers, 
and environmental students documenting 
species and behavioural patterns.

According to the official, the valley’s lakes 
and marshes, combined with conservation 
measures and surveillance, provide safe 
environments for the migratory birds.

As already reported, over a million migra-
tory birds have arrived in Kashmir. The 
department said the number is likely higher 
now, and a formal official survey is currently 
underway—(KNO)

Hygam Wetland
a solution for waste disposal.
Meanwhile, the primary guardian of  the 

wetland is the Wildlife Department, which is 
expected to oversee its protection, the Sopore 
BDO, Nazima said.

The Wildlife Range Officer, Iqbal Wani of  
Hygam Wetland when contacted stated that 
they do not allow anyone to throw waste and 
degrade the site. “We actively create aware-
ness among people to prevent pollution and 
conduct clean-up operations wherever nec-
essary,” Wani said.

He said that so far no resident has been 
seen throwing the waste in the Wetland, and 
any violations in this regard will be met with 
strict penalties including arrest.

The Ranger noted that the Ramsar site is 
currently not fully fenced, but once a proper 
boundary is established, it will effectively 
prevent waste disposal inside the Wetland. 
The department is making efforts to ensure 
the wetland remains protected from degra-
dation, the official added—(KNO)

After closure, Gulmarg’s
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah, and the 

dedicated Police and civil administration 
for reopening the Drung tourist destination 
in Gulmarg.

“This reopening marks a significant 
step towards strengthening the tourism 
landscape in the region,” said MLA Farooq 
Ahmad Shah.

He expressed hope that other pictur-
esque spots like Gogaldara, Shranz Fall and 
Botapathri will soon also be accessible to 
visitors, providing vital opportunities for 
local employment and economic growth.

He said the government of  Jammu & 
Kashmir’s commitment to the revival of  
tourism is evident, with ongoing efforts to 
realize the vision of  Greater Gulmarg.

The MLA assured the public that every 
proposal for tourism development is being 
personally followed up and emphasized the 
collective effort to pave the way for a vibrant 
and prosperous Gulmarg, promising a wel-
coming environment for tourists and locals 
alike—(KNO)

Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
chairs DLAMC Meeting
Directs for 100% Aadhaar Saturation, Mandatory Biometric Updates

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
Saturday chaired the Dis-
trict Level Aadhaar Moni-
toring Committee (DLAMC) 
meeting and reviewed the 
district’s overall Aadhaar 
performance, including sat-
uration across age groups, 
functionality of  enrolment 
centres, Mandatory Bio-
metric Updates (MBUs), 
and verification pendency 
on the State Aadhaar Portal.

As per the status pre-
sented during the meeting, 
the DC directed all depart-
ments to prepare a compre-
hensive action plan to cover 
the left-out population from 
projected population figures 
for 2024–25. He emphasised 
ensuring 100% Aadhaar 
enrolment and updation 
across all categories.

He instructed PO ICDS 
to ensure full Aadhaar cov-
erage of  children aged 0–5 
years, including newborns, 
and to fully operationalise 
CELC tablets to expedite 
enrolment at Anganwadi 
Centres.

The DC directed CMO 
Budgam to conduct regu-
lar inspections in hospitals 
for on-the-spot Aadhaar 
enrolment and timely issu-
ance of  Birth Certificates 

through CRS.
Reviewing the status of  

operational stations, the 
DC directed all depart-
ments to immediately make 
all Aadhaar Enrolment 
Stations fully functional 
and identify additional 
high-footfall government 
premises for opening new 
centres or holding special 
mega camps.

The DC instructed CEO 
Budgam to hold mega Aad-
haar enrolment and upda-
tion camps in all Higher 
Secondary Schools, High 
Schools and Colleges. He 
also directed the CEO to 
ensure completion of  Man-
datory Biometric Updates 
(MBUs) at 5 and 15 years 
of  age, in line with UIDAI 
guidelines.

The chair was informed 
that the district has an 
MBU pendency of  24,489 
cases. To address the pen-
dency, the DC directed the 
School Education Depart-
ment to launch awareness 
drives, mobilise students 
through class teachers, 
and ensure matching of  
school records with Aad-
haar details including 
name, date of  birth, mobile 
number and email, which 
are essential for board 
exams, scholarships and 
competitive examinations.

The DC directed all 

SDMs to monitor school 
and college drives and 
ensure 100% Aadhaar 
coverage in their respec-
tive jurisdictions. He 
instructed BDOs in rural 
areas and EOs in urban 
areas to conduct block-
level and municipal-level 
mass enrolment camps, 
ensuring that Date of  Birth 
certificates are issued on 
the spot to facilitate enrol-
ment.

Reviewing the portal 
details, the DC noted that 
all 18+ new enrolment 
applications must be veri-
fied and disposed of  within 
30 days.

 For 100+ ANH verifica-
tion, the DC stressed that 
service assignment must 
be completed at district 
and tehsil levels. He called 
for immediate verification 
of  all pending cases as per 
field reports and directed 
that training be organised 
for district and sub-district 
officials for efficient portal 
handling.

The DC instructed 
departments to encourage 
residents to update their 
Proof of  Identity (POI) and 
Proof  of  Address (POA) 
at the nearest enrolment 
centre as most of  the resi-
dents have not updated their 
Aadhaar for over 10 years. 
He instructed to conduct 

awareness programs on 
Aadhaar updation across 
villages, towns and schools, 
and promote the mAadhaar 
mobile app for easy access 
and verification.

During the meeting, the 
DC reiterated the impor-
tance of  achieving complete 
Aadhaar saturation across 
all age groups, operational-
ising all Aadhaar centres, 
clearing the MBU pendency, 
ensuring timely verifica-
tion on the State Aadhaar 
Portal for both 18+ and 100+ 
categories, running aware-
ness campaigns in schools, 
Anganwadi centres and 
public spaces, and ensuring 
accurate demographic data 
for all school-going children.

The DC stressed the need 
for inter-departmental coor-
dination, stringent monitor-
ing and a time-bound strate-
gy to achieve complete Aad-
haar saturation in Budgam. 
He highlighted that updated 
Aadhaar information is 
essential for access to gov-
ernment schemes, welfare 
benefits, scholarships, pen-
sions and other essential 
public services.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADC Budgam, PO 
ICDS, CPO Budgam, ACD, 
all SDMs, all Tehsildars, all 
Executive Officers, BDOs 
and representatives of  
UIDAI.

DC Srinagar reviews 
functioning of KKGs 
established under HADP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To review the 
progress in functioning of  
Kissan Khidmat Ghars of  
District Srinagar estab-
lished under the Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme(HADP), a 
comprehensive meeting 
of  line departments was 
held under the chair-
manship of  the Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo at 
Meeting Hall of  the DC 
Office, here Saturday.

During the meeting, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
took a detailed assessment 
of  the status of  farmer and 
farm registrations on the 
KKG App, daily report-
ing mechanisms of  Krishi 
Udyamis (KUs), and the 
readiness of  KKGs for the 
Phase-II launch. He also 
reviewed the KYC verifica-
tion status of  farmers vis-
iting KKGs and the avail-
ability of  IT and non-IT 
infrastructure, including 
PoS machines.

Further, the DC evaluat-
ed the status of  seed, fertil-
izer, and pesticide license, 
along with the progress 
of  CSC onboarding across 
the district. The meeting 
also discussed the engage-
ment of  Krishi Udyamis 
for Faqir Gujri Panchayat.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
stressed the need to accel-
erate the pace of  service 
delivery through Kissan 
Khidmat Ghars to ensure 

efficient implementation 
of  HADP initiatives aimed 
at farmer welfare. He 
directed officers to ensure 
100 percent coverage and 
saturation of  farmer reg-
istrations on the KKG App 
by next week. He further 
instructed that Krishi 
Udyamis, through CSCs, 
must provide agriculture 
and allied sector services 
at the farmer's doorsteps, 
enabling KUs to emerge 
as capable agri-entrepre-
neurs.

The DC also emphasized 
substantially increasing 
farm registrations and 
KYC completion, directing 
the District CSC Coordina-
tor to ensure timely provi-
sion of  login credentials 
to all KUs for seamless 
updates and reporting.

Earlier, the meeting was 
informed that over 8,700 
farmers have so far visited 
KKGs in the district and 
registered themselves on 
the KKG App to avail the 
services being offered.

Besides Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner, Rifat Aftab 
Qureshi, the meeting was 
attended by Chief  Animal 
Husbandry Officer, Chief  
Horticulture Officer, Dis-
trict Sheep Husbandry 
Officer, Agriculture Offi-
cer, District Officer Seri-
culture, Srinagar, Assis-
tant Director, Fisheries, 
District Coordinator, CSC 
and Krishi Udaymis of  
District Srinagar and other 
concerned.

DLSA B'pora holds Special 
Lok Adalat on Criminal 
Compoundable Matters

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Bandipora, 
conducted a Special Lok 
Adalat  Saturday, exclu-
sively dedicated to the 
disposal of  criminal com-
poundable cases across the 
District Court Bandipora 
and the Munsiff  Courts of  
the district.

 The initiative under-
scores the continuing 
institutional commitment 
to conciliatory justice, 
timely dispute resolu-
tion, and augmentation of  
accessible legal redressal 
mechanisms.

 The Special Lok Adalat 
was organized under 
the leadership of  Justice 
Arun Palli, Chief  Justice, 
High Court of  Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh 
(Patron-in-Chief, J&K 
Legal Services Author-
ity), and Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar, Judge, High Court 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh (Executive Chair-
man, J&K Legal Services 
Authority).

The proceedings were 
supervised by Shazia 
Tabasum, Member Secre-
tary, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, and Mir Waja-
hat, Principal District & 
Sessions Judge, In-charge 
Chairman, District Legal 
Services Authority, Ban-
dipora, with operational 
guidance by Sheikh Babar 
Hussain, Secretary, DLSA 

Bandipora.
For the expeditious and 

amicable settlement of  
the listed matters, three 
benches were constitut-
ed which included first 
Bench at District Court 
Bandipora, Presided over 
by Mir Wajahat, Principal 
District & Sessions Judge 
with Bench Member 
Advocate Malik Mushtaq. 
The Second Bench was 
presided over by Aman-
deep Singh, Chairman 
TLSC (Munsiff/JMIC) 
Bandipora, with Bench 
Member, Mehak Meh-
boob, Additional Special 
Mobile Magistrate, Ban-
dipora. The Third Bench 
was presided over by 
Mushtaq Ahmad Hurra, 
President, Bar Associa-
tion Sumbal with Bench 
Member, Bashir Ahmad 
Bhat, Assistant Public 
Prosecutor,  Munsif f  
Court Sumbal.

A total of  814 criminal 
compoundable cases were 
taken up before these 
benches, out of  which 704 
matters stood amicably 
settled, and an amount of  
₹19,71,187 was realized as 
settlement amount.

The District Legal 
S e r v i c e s  Au t h o r i t y, 
Bandipora, reaf f irms 
its resolve to promote 
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  j u s -
tice, reduce pendency 
through lawful concili-
ation, and strengthen 
public confidence in the 
justice delivery system.
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Unscripted Brilliance

Vidhu Chopra Lights Up 
IFFI with Wit, Wisdom, 
Cinematic Wonder

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GOA: The In Conversation 
session titled “Unscripted 
– The Art and Emotion 
of  Filmmaking” at IFFI 
turned Kala Academy 
into a movie set today. An 
unforgettable cinematic 
celebration unfurled as 
renowned filmmaker and 
producer Vidhu Vinod 
Chopra took the stage, in a 
candid conversation with 
acclaimed screenwriter 
Abhijat Joshi. The conver-
sation held the audience in 
a grip usually reserved for 
a Friday blockbuster.

The session began with 
a warm felicitation as Dr. 
Ajay Nagabhushan MN, 
Joint Secretary (Films), 
honoured Chopra and 
Joshi, followed by Shri 
Ravi Kottarakkara, noted 
film producer, who pre-
sented both with shawls. 
Dr. Ajay expressed hope 
that Chopra would con-
tinue guiding young film-
makers with his trade-
mark honesty. Ravi hailed 
Chopra’s ‘Parinda’ as a 
“game-changing film” that 
rewrote Indian cinema.

Opening the conversa-
tion, Abhijat Joshi remi-
nisced about the very first 
day he met Vidhu Vinod 
Chopra, a November day 
he remembers vividly, a 
moment that eventually 
shaped films like ‘Lage 
Raho Munna Bhai’ and 
‘3 Idiots’. He then asked 
Chopra if  his style had 
evolved from ‘Parinda’ 
to ‘12th Fail’. Chopra’s 
answer was as raw as it was 
revealing.

“Every film reflects who 
I am at that point,” he said. 
“I was angry when I made 
‘Parinda’. You can see that 
violence in the movie. 
Today I’m calmer.”

He added that ‘12th Fail’ 
came from witnessing 
corruption around him. 
“The film was my way of  
saying let’s be honest for 
a change. If  I can change 
even 1% of  the bureau-
cracy, that’s enough.” He 
also shared how watching 
‘1942: A Love Story’ in its 
newly restored 8K version 
made him emotional. It was 
a film, he said, he could not 
make today because he is 
no longer the same person.

Joshi affirmed that Cho-
pra’s greatest hallmark is 
his unwavering loyalty to 
his own conviction. “He 
never cares about a film’s 
commercial fate, he values 
only its artistic fate,” he 
said, before steering the 
conversation toward the 
creative processes behind 
‘Parinda’ and ‘12th Fail’.

Chopra spoke passion-
ately about preparation, 
vision, and the pursuit of  
visual truth. He elaborat-
ed on a famous shot from 
‘1942: A Love Story’, even 
singing the song soulfully 
as the audience cheered. 
He described insisting on 
real birds flying across the 
mountain ridge and how 

his crew scattered bread-
crumbs to make it happen. 
Seeing that scene yesterday 
in 8K, he said, “was joy.”

What followed was 
a cascade of  hilarious 
and heartfelt memories. 
Chopra recalled writing 
‘Khamosh’ in a tiny one-
room flat where he would 
shout dialogues and “cut, 
cut!” from the rooftop, ter-
rifying neighbours. Joshi 
confirmed: “Vidhu can get 
as excited as a child when 
conceiving a film.”

Another crowd favou-
rite was the story of  Actor 
Jackie Shroff  accidentally 
walking into the wrong 
apartment during rehears-
als, waking up a startled 
woman, and handing her 
flowers. “She told every-
one she dreamt Jackie 
Shroff  visited her,” Chopra 
laughed.

Speaking about ‘1942: 
A Love Story’, Chopra 
narrated his fierce deter-
mination to collaborate 
with R.D. Burman despite 
those who claimed Bur-
man’s time was over. When 
Burman presented initial 
tunes, Chopra rejected 
them bluntly. “I called it 

bullshit. I wanted the soul 
of  S.D. Burman.” Weeks 
later, came “Kuch Na 
Kaho.” Chopra sang the 
melody onstage, receiv-
ing thunderous applause. 
“This song exists because 
I said that one word,” he 
joked.

Chopra also revisited 
his famous National Award 
story. He narrated how he 
expected ₹4,000 in cash 
along with the award, only 
to receive an eight-year 
postal bond. His humor-
ous recreation of  his argu-
ment with L.K. Advani left 
the hall roaring. He also 
acknowledged Advani’s 
later support, including 
helping him attend the 
Oscars.

In a heartwarming 
moment, Kamna Chandra, 
92-year-old writer of  ‘1942: 
A Love Story’ and Chopra’s 
mother-in-law, joined the 
conversation, along with 
producer Yogesh Ishwar. 
Kamna spoke of  laboring 
over each dialogue and the 
emotion she felt watching 
the restored version. “I felt 
like I’ve done something in 
life,” she said.

Yogesh detailed the 
meticulous 8K restoration 
journey in Italy, cleaning 
the film frame by frame 
and remastering its sound. 
Chopra said the restored 
version “looks exactly like 
what I had imagined.”

The session concluded 
with a lively Q&A, but it 
was clear that the true 
magic had already unfold-
ed. The audience had trav-
elled through decades of  
cinema, lived through the 
joys and absurdities of  
filmmaking, and witnessed 
the creative partnership 
between Vidhu and Abhi-
jat that has shaped some of  
India’s most beloved films.

IFFI Day 3 Shines Light on 

India's Folk Traditions
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GOA: Day 3 of  the Inter-
national Film Festival of  
India (IFFI) 2025 trans-
formed the INOX venue in 
Panaji, Goa, into a vibrant 
showcase of  the nation’s 
diverse performance arts. 
Moving beyond the silver 
screen, the evening was 
a stunning celebration of  
India's cultural heartbeat, 
featuring a series of  tradi-
tional folk dances and dra-
matic storytelling that high-
lighted the energy, diversi-
ty, and rich heritage passed 
down through generations.

Artists representing 
various states, including 
dedicated PRTs of  CBC, 
took center stage to con-
nect cinema enthusiasts 
with the living traditions 
of  the subcontinent.

Tribal Gond artists from 
the Padmashri Kankaraju 
Gussadi Dance Associa-
tion, Adilabad, presented 
this high-energy, rhyth-
mic group dance. The 
performers commanded 
attention in colorful, long 
robes, distinct peacock 
feather turbans, and jin-
gling bells, continuing the 
powerful legacy of  Padma 
Shri recipient Sri Gussadi 
Kankaraju.

The evening's spotlight 
also illuminated the per-
formances of  Kashmir 
and Himachal, featur-
ing graceful displays that 
transported the audience 
to the mountainous north. 
The Kashmir Folk Tradi-
tional Dancers captivated 
the venue with the serene 
beauty and narrative depth 
inherent in their regional 

forms, while the spirited 
and vibrant folk dances of  
Himachal showcased the 
distinct, celebratory cul-
ture and colorful attire of  
the Himalayan state, fur-
ther enriching the cultural 
tapestry of  the evening's 
showcase.

The Royal Chhau Acad-
emy staged a dramatic 
folk play-dance, offering a 
powerful depiction of  good 
triumphing over evil. The 
performance vividly recre-
ated the epic battle between 
Goddess Durga and the 

demon Mahishasura, com-
plete with appearances by 
other major deities and 
striking martial chore-
ography inherent to the 
Chhau style.

Delivered with intense 
rhythm and power by the 
Lok Shastra Kala Pari-
shad, Cuttack. This ener-
getic group dance is a 
dynamic amalgamation 
of  renowned Sambalpuri 
forms like Dalkhai and 
Raser Kelly, showcasing 
the robust, celebratory 
traditional dance culture 

of  western Odisha.
Presented by the Peo-

ple's Action for Social 
Development, this hyp-
notic traditional tribal 
dance centers around the 
'Tarpa,' a unique wind 
instrument made from a 
gourd, bamboo, and wax. 
The Tarpa player acts as 
the conductor, controlling 
the direction and collective 
rhythm of  the group's con-
centric movements.

The women's group from 
Sri Nataraj Kala Kendra, 
New Delhi, showcased the 
elegance and tradition of  
the Chari Dance. Popular 
among the Gurjar commu-
nity, the performers skill-
fully balanced gleaming 
brass pots (Chari) on their 
heads, symbolizing the 
beauty and grace integral 
to weddings and festivals 
in Ajmer and Kishangarh.

Hamraj Art New Delhi 
performed the soulful tra-
ditional folk dance and 
music of  Maharashtra. 
Female dancers, draped 
in the signature Nauvari 
saree, enthralled the audi-
ence with their enthusias-
tic, expressive movements 
and emotional storytell-
ing, all set to the powerful 
rhythms of  drums.

Divisional artists of  
CBC, Guwahati, performed 
a devotional and graceful 
act based on a short pas-
sage from the play "Ram 
Vijay" by the great 15th-
century Assamese saint 
and reformer, Shrimant 
Shankardev. The perfor-
mance utilizes the refined 
classical Sattriya dance 
form, blending theatre and 
devotion.

IFFIESTA Inauguration Inscribes IFFI’s 
Invigorating Musical, Cultural Expedition

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GOA: Over the years, 
IFFI has blossomed from 
a humble film festival into 
a grand celebration—an 
immersive journey that 
brings together the magic 
of  cinema, music, and life 
itself. Last year, IFFIESTA 
proudly took up the mantle 
of  guiding this cultural 
odyssey, weaving music 
and art into the very fabric 
of  IFFI.

With the grand inau-
guration of  IFFIESTA, 
organized by Doordar-
shan and Waves OTT, 
held last evening at 
the Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee Indoor Sta-
dium in Goa, the 56th 
edition of  IFFI continued 
its timeless tradition of  
illuminating minds and 
exploring the rich tapes-
try of  music, culture and 
live performances.

The evening gleamed 
with stars as a gathering 
of  luminaries graced the 
stage, each a beacon of  
their craft. Among them, 
the venerable actor Shri 
Anupam Kher, the Oscar-
winning maestro Shri 
M M Keeravani, and the 
National Award-winning 
actress Aimee Baruah 
from Assam, joined by 
Ravi Kottarakara, Presi-
dent of  the Film Federa-

tion of  India, and the soul-
ful voice of  South Korea, 
MP Jaewon Kim. Together 
with the Director General 
of  Doordarshan Shri K. 
Satish Nambudiripad they 
gathered to celebrate the 
magic of  cinema.

DG Shri Nambudiripad 
in his opening remarks 
mentioned, “We all are 
aware that the lineage 
channel which is the prod-
uct of  the satellite revolu-
tion is slowly giving its 
way to the digital revolu-
tion; handheld devices 
where people can watch 
program anytime. It will 
only be pertinent for Door-
darshan to evolve accord-
ing to the demand of  time. 
That’s precisely what it 

has done with entering 
into the new digital phase 
with WAVES OTT. The 
WAVES OTT offers safe, 
wholesome entertainment 
for family.” He continued 
to urge, “We'll request the 
youngsters, the generation 
G, who are glued into the 
digital devices to come to 
Doordarshan to see the 
strength of  a legacy that 
Doordarshan represented 
or rather represents, to see 
the programs.

Taking the que from 
him, Shri Kher reminisced 
on the stage of  IFFIESTA, 
“We all have started our 
life from Doordarshan. We 
are fortunate that it was 
Doordarshan that intro-
duced us to the world of  

cinema. I was born because 
of  Doordarshan which I 
can’t forget. Doordarshan 
is a fragrance that lingers 
in our lives, still wrapping 
us in its embrace.”

The night began with 
a heartfelt rendition 
of  Vande Mataram by 
Jaewon Kim, her voice a 
bridge between nations. “I 
am very happy to be here. 
Thank you for the warm 
welcome. I am sincerely 
looking forward to movies 
and content collaboration 
between India and Korea”, 
she remarked before sing-
ing the song.

Later, the evening fea-
tured a two-hour perfor-
mance by singer-songwrit-
er Osho Jain.

Set up temporary detention centres in every 
district to lodge infiltrators: UP CM instructs DMs

IANS 

LUCKNOW: Amidst the 
polarised discourse and 
debate over infiltrators 
- the latest during the 
Bihar elections, the Uttar 
Pradesh government has 
announced a clear ‘road-
map’ for driving them out, 
thereby denying them any 
direct or indirect role in 
the country’s democratic 
and electoral process.

Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath on Saturday 
directed the District Mag-
istrates (DMs) to take 
swift and stringent action 
against the infiltrators and 

illegal immigrants living 
illegally in the state.

According to a government 
statement, the District Mag-
istrates have been asked to 
identify the illegal immigrants 
staying illegally across 75 dis-
tricts of  the state and keep 
them in temporary detention 
facilities, until evicted under 
the lawful procedure.

Law and order, national 
security, and social har-
mony must take prece-
dence over everything, 
and there must not be any 
compromise with any ille-
gal activity - was the mes-
sage delivered by CM Yogi 
to the District Magistrates.

All the district administra-
tions have been directed to 
identify illegal immigrants 
residing in their areas and 
subsequently take action, 
in accordance with the law. 
“The Chief  Minister has also 
instructed the establishment 
of  temporary detention cen-
tres in each district to house 
identified infiltrators,” a 
government release said.

The move to stamp out 
infiltrators and intruders 
from the state reiterates 
the Yogi government’s zero 
tolerance for the ‘outsiders’, 
a reference to Bangladeshi, 
Pakistani nationals, as well 
as Rohingya Muslims. Cur-

rently, there are more than 
1.5 crore illegal immigrants 
residing in the country, as 
per some estimates.

In a similar drive earlier 
this year, the Uttar Pradesh 
police had launched a cam-
paign to ‘identify and iso-
late’ illegal immigrants 
suspected of  living in the 
state with false and fake 
identity cards. As the Chief  
Minister’s directions come 
in the backdrop of  the voter 
purification drive by the 
Election Commission, the 
issue is set to snowball into 
a major political row, draw-
ing strong protest from the 
Opposition parties.

PM Modi holds significant 
discussions with world leaders 
during Jo'burg G20 Summit

IANS 

JOHANNESBURG: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
held a series of  interactions 
with several world leaders 
on the sidelines of  the G20 
Summit in South Africa's 
Johannesburg on Saturday.

"A very productive con-
versation with PM Law-
rence Wong of  Singapore. 
The India-Singapore part-
nership remains a key 
driver of  growth and stabil-
ity," PM Modi posted on X 
after meeting his counter-
part from Singapore.

PM Modi also held 
discussions with Angola 
President Joao Manuel 
Goncalves Lourenco, who 
is the current chair of  the 
African Union.

"Had a wonderful discus-
sion with President Joao 
Manuel Goncalves Lourenço 
of  Angola, who is also the 
Chair of  the African Union. 
Had the honour of  welcoming 
him to Delhi earlier this year. 
India values the friendship 
with Angola and our nations 
are working closely to increase 
trade as well as cultural link-
ages," PM Modi stated.

PM Modi also had a "great 
exchange of views" with Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim of  
Malaysia, asserting that India 
and Malaysia continue to work 
together to diversify bilateral 
cooperation.

He also met Prime Minis-
ter of  Vietnam, Phạm Minh 

Chinh. "Our commitment to 
a stronger, future-oriented 
friendship between India 
and Vietnam remains stead-
fast," emphasised PM Modi 
after the meeting.

Earlier in the day, PM 
Modi met French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, 
South Korea's President 
Lee Jae-Myung, British 
counterpart Keir Starmer, 
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres, 
Brazil President Inacio Lula 
da Silva, Italy PM Giorgia 
Meloni and several other 
world leaders on the side-
lines of  the ongoing G20 
Summit in Johannesburg.

Prime Minister Modi also 
announced the launch of  
a new trilateral initiative -- 
the Australia-Canada-India 
Technology and Innovation 
(ACITI) Partnership -- along 
with Australian and Cana-
dian counterparts Anthony 
Albanese and Mark Carney 
in Johannesburg on Saturday.

In his address at the 
session titled 'Inclusive 
and sustainable economic 
growth leaving no one 
behind', Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi highlighted 
the idea of 'Integral Human-
ism' based on India's civili-
zational wisdom, to bring 
harmony between progress 
and planet. He also noted 
that some of  the historic 
decisions taken during the 
New Delhi Summit have 
been carried forward.

Trump, Mamdani bonhomie an 
unusual photo-op in Oval Office, 
but how long will truce last?

IANS 

NEW DELHI: It was an 
unexpected Friday “bro-
mance” moment between 
US President Donald 
Trump and Mayor-elect 
of  New York City Zohran 
Mamdani, where many 
imagined a kapow situ-
ation like the one with 
Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelensky earlier this 
year.

In Oval office, across 
the Resolute Desk sat the 
President -- a populist con-
servative standard-bearer 
who has spent months 
branding Mamdani a 
“communist lunatic”.

And there stood the 

Mayor-elect – a democrat-
ic socialist, who has pre-
viously labeled Trump a 
“fascist” and a “despot”. It 
was widely apprehended to 
be a collision between two 
diametrically opposed ide-
ologies.

Some expected a frosti-
ness bordering on hostil-
ity, a photo-op to be defined 
by grimaces and stiff  body 
language. Instead, the 
world witnessed what CNN 
called “an unexpected love 
fest”.

However, “while the 
president has been highly 

critical of  Mamdani, he 
said he wants to see ‘every-
thing work out well for 
New York’ as both leaders 
zero in on a key issue for 
Americans: affordability", 
said Fox News.

And Mamdani, it added, 
“said that he had initiated 
the meeting with Trump 
‘because I will work with 
anyone to make life more 
affordable for the more 
than 8.5 million people 
who call the (New York) 
city home”.

Thus, in a meeting that 
lasted nearly an hour – 
which was reportedly far 
longer than the scheduled 
brief  courtesy call – the 
President and the Mayor-

elect emerged not as com-
batants, but as unlikely 
partners in a “populist 
alliance”.

The spectacle, it turned 
out, was not a clash of  
titans, but of  pragmatic 
truce. They agreed “on a 
lot more” than they “would 
have thought” each want-
ing the other’s help in 
doing “a great job”.

Despite occupying oppo-
site ends of  the spectrum, 
both Trump and Mamdani 
rode to power on waves of  
dissatisfaction with the 
status quo.
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www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

TICKETS AT: 
FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

MASTIII 4 (A)
HINDI - 10:20 AM, 01:50 PM, 06:45 PM

SISU ROAD TO REVENGE (A)
ENGLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

04:45 PM

DE DE PYAAR DE 2 (U/A13+)
HINDI - 01:15 PM, 07:10 PM

120 BAHADUR (UA 13+)
 HINDI ATMOS - 12:30 PM, 06:45 PM 

HINDI - 04:15 PM

WICKED: FOR GOOD (UA 16+)
ENGLISH WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES - 10:55 AM
3D ENGLISH ATMOS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

03:50 PM
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CS emphasises on 
integrated tourism 
development across Jammu

Antimicrobial resistance 
emerges as major public health 
threat in Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo Saturday 
chaired a meeting to review 
the works and initiatives 
undertaken by the Tourism 
Department for promoting 
and strengthening tourism 
across the Jammu region. 
The review focused on eval-
uating progress, enhancing 
infrastructure, and formu-
lating strategies to position 
Jammu as a vibrant, year-
round tourism destination.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ACS Tourism; ACS, 
PWD; Divisional Commis-
sioner, Jammu; CEO, Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine 
Board; Deputy Commis-
sioners of  Jammu, Reasi 
and Udhampur; Managing 
Director, JKTDC; Direc-
tor Tourism Jammu, and 
other senior officers of  the 
department.

Emphasis ing  the 
immense tourism poten-
tial of  the region, the 
Chief  Secretary directed 
the department to inten-
sify promotion and public-
ity of  existing and emerg-
ing tourism circuits while 
ensuring timely comple-
tion of  all ongoing works. 
He underscored the need 
for a comprehensive strat-
egy to convert the mas-
sive influx of  pilgrims 
into multi-day tourists 
by encouraging them to 
explore leisure, heritage, 
adventure and spiritual 
experiences beyond tradi-
tional pilgrimage routes.

He stressed on proactive 
use of  digital platforms and 
social media, including col-
laboration with influenc-
ers, to expand outreach 
and attract national as well 
as international tourists. 
He noted that the initia-

tion of  adventure activities 
such as rafting, paraglid-
ing, bungee jumping and 
water sports would trans-
form Jammu into a round-
the-yeartourism hub while 
simultaneously creating 
significant employment 
opportunities for local 
youth.

The Chief  Secretary 
reviewed the progress of  
key pilgrimage circuits 
including Katra–Shivkhori 
and Uttarbehni–Purman-
dal, alongside adventure 
circuits covering Aithem 
Jammu, Chenab Rail 
Bridge, Baradari (Reasi) 
and RanjitSagar Lake 
(Kathua). He also took 
stock of  promotional initia-
tives in Patnitop–Sanasar, 
Surinsar–Mansar, Rajouri–
Poonch and the leisure cir-
cuits of  Bani–Bhadarwah,  
Sinthan and Wadwan.

During the meeting, 
ACS Tourism Ashish 
ChanderVerma presented 
a comprehensive overview 
of  departmental initiatives, 
highlighting a multifaceted 
approach focused on the-
matic circuits, heritage 
experiences, adventure 
tourism, infrastructure 
augmentation and promo-
tion of  offbeat destina-

tions. These efforts aim at 
increasing tourist footfall 
and encouraging longer 
stays by offering custom-
ised experiences aligned 
with diverse interests.

Director Tourism 
Jammu, Dr Vikas Gupta, 
detailed the works execut-
ed and promotional efforts 
undertaken across vari-
ous circuits. He elaborated 
on the Katra–Shivkhori 
circuit, integrating major 
religious centres includ-
ing Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi, Shivkhori and his-
toric sites such as Krim-
chi Temples, Raghunath 
Temple and Ranbireshwar 
Temple.

He informed that works 
worth ₹3.55 Cr have been 
completed at Shivkhori 
during the current year, 
while DPRs amounting 
to ₹44.53Cr have been 
prepared for infrastruc-
ture development at 
Katra under the PRASAD 
scheme. Additionally, 
works worth ₹11.50 Cr 
have been undertaken at 
the Uttarbehni–Purmandal 
circuit to boost tourism.

The meeting was also 
apprised of  the develop-
ment of  an Adventure Hub 
and Food Village at Aithem 

Jammu, establishment of  a 
rafting centre at Baradari, 
and exploration of  bungee 
jumping, zipline and para-
gliding with the assistance 
of  professional agencies at 
world famous Chenab Rail 
Bridge. Proposals for water 
sports at RanjitSagar Lake 
and promotion of  border 
tourism at Suchetgarh and 
Gharana were discussed in 
detail.

A comprehensive reju-
venation and development 
plan for Mansar under 
Swadesh Darshan 2.0 was 
also deliberated upon, 
including ongoing and pro-
posed infrastructure works 
aimed at enhancing visitor 
convenience and overall 
experience.

The Tourism Depart-
ment highlighted its pro-
motional efforts through 
FAM tours of  Bollywood 
celebrities, strengthened 
social media engage-
ment, and organisation of  
thematic events such as 
the Dogri Food Festival 
and cultural evenings at 
Suchetgarh, Bhadarwah 
and other places. Exten-
sive publicity campaigns 
have also been conducted 
in major cities across the 
country, the meeting was 
apprised.

The meeting was fur-
ther apprised that a Half  
Marathon will be organ-
ised annually on the third 
Sunday of  March, capital-
ising on Jammu’s pleasant 
weather and peak tourist 
season. This initiative to be 
started this year is going 
to be launched in Decem-
ber, aiming at establishing 
Jammu as an independent 
and holistic tourist desti-
nation offering world-class 
facilities and diverse expe-
riences to its visitors.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR) has 
emerged as one of  the most 
alarming public health 
threats of  the 21st century, 
doctors in Kashmir said, 
cautioning that the world is 
gradually heading toward 
a post-antibiotic era where 
common infections could 
once again become deadly.

Doctors at GMC Sri-
nagar said that antibi-
otics—once considered 
miracle drugs capable of  
saving millions of  lives—
are increasingly losing 
their effectiveness.

“We are witnessing a 
disturbing situation where 
some of  our most reliable 
antibiotics no longer work. 
Infections that were once 
easily treatable are now 
becoming complicated and 
resistant,” a senior special-
ist at the institution said.

He explained that anti-
microbial resistance devel-
ops when bacteria, viruses, 
fungi, and parasites adapt in 
ways that make medicines 
ineffective. “When microbes 
gain the ability to withstand 
drugs meant to kill them, 
routine infections become 
harder to treat, illnesses last 
longer, and the likelihood 
of  severe complications 
increases,” he said.

According to doctors, 
the leading contributors 
to AMR include irrational 
use of  antibiotics, skipping 
doses or failing to complete 
treatment, poor hygiene in 
healthcare settings, unregu-
lated sales of  antimicrobi-
als, and their excessive use 
in livestock and agriculture. 
“Lack of  new antibiotics 
in recent decades has also 
worsened the crisis,” the 
doctor added.

He urged the public to 
be cautious: “Before taking 
antibiotics, think twice and 

seek medical advice. Misuse 
of  these drugs endangers 
everyone. Over-prescription 
and self-medication have 
allowed resistant bacteria 
to flourish.”

Citing studies, he said 
that resistance has already 
compromised the treatment 
of  several common infec-
tions, such as pneumonia, 
urinary tract infections, 
tuberculosis, and blood-
stream infections.

A landmark Lancet 
report published in 2022 esti-
mated that bacterial AMR 
was associated with 4.95 
million deaths worldwide 
in 2019. The same report 
warns that without urgent 
intervention, drug-resis-
tant infections could claim 
10 million lives annually 
by 2050, surpassing deaths 
from cancer.

Another doctor at GMC 
Anantnag said AMR has 
wide-ranging consequenc-
es beyond health. “It is not 
only a medical challenge 
but an enormous eco-
nomic burden. It widens 
global health inequalities, 
increases hospital stays, 
complicates surgeries, and 
threatens modern medical 
procedures like organ trans-
plants and cancer chemo-
therapy,” he said.

He stressed that respon-
sible use of  antibiotics, 
along with proper disposal 
of  expired drugs and phar-
maceutical waste, is crucial. 
“Drugs improperly discard-
ed into the environment 
contribute to the develop-

ment of  resistant microbes 
in soil and water,” the 
doctor said.

According to doctors, 
Kashmir is witnessing wor-
rying trends in antibiotic 
resistance due to rampant 
misuse. “More than two-
thirds of  antibiotics pre-
scribed here are unneces-
sary—either for viral infec-
tions or for illnesses that do 
not require antibiotics at 
all,” a senior physician said.

The lack of  regulation is 
a major factor. “Many chem-
ists sell antibiotics freely 
without prescriptions. Even 
in hospitals, patients are 
often put on broad-spectrum 
antibiotics before proper 
diagnostic tests are done,” 
doctors said. They warned 
that unchecked misuse is 
pushing the region toward a 
crisis where standard treat-
ments may fail.

Health experts have 
called for a comprehensive 
antibiotic policy in Jammu 
& Kashmir. “A well-designed 
antibiotic policy can stream-
line prescriptions, promote 
rational use, and ensure 
standard treatment proto-
cols both inside and outside 
hospitals,” they said.

They also called for 
strengthening infection 
prevention and control, 
enhancing surveillance of  
resistant pathogens, public 
education campaigns, 
encouraging research and 
development of  new anti-
microbials and restricting 
the over-the-counter sale 
of  antibiotics

“AMR is a silent pan-
demic,” the doctors 
warned. “If  we do not act 
now, the consequences will 
be irreversible. Antibiot-
ics must be preserved for 
future generations.”

November 18-24 is 
observed as Antimicrobial 
Resistance Awareness Week 
across the world—(KNO)

Ashes: Head, Starc lead Australia 

to eight-wicket win in Perth
IANS 

PERTH: England slumped 
to a heavy defeat in the 
opening Ashes Test as 
Travis Head’s explosive 
century powered Australia 
to a remarkable comeback 
victory in Perth on Satur-
day.

In the first Ashes match 
to finish inside two days 
since 1921, Head tore apart 
England’s bowling with a 
breathtaking 69-ball hun-
dred - the second-fastest 
in Ashes history. His 123 
carried Australia to their 
target of  205 in just 28.2 
overs, securing an eight-
wicket win and a 1-0 lead 
in the five-Test series.

The turnaround was 
dramatic. Australia had 
conceded a 40-run first-
innings deficit and were 
effectively 105 behind when 
England moved to 65-1 
shortly after lunch, only 
for the match to unravel 
for the visitors. Mitchell 

Starc’s 10-wicket haul, 
combined with a series 
of  poor English shots and 
a bold Australian call to 
elevate Head up the order, 
deepened England’s long-
running struggles in the 
country - they have now 
lost 14 and drawn two of  
16 Tests in Australia since 
2011.

A collapse of  six wick-
ets for 39 runs in 11 overs 
- including a brutal spell 
of  3-0 in six balls that 
removed Ollie Pope, Harry 
Brook and Joe Root - left 
England reeling. Despite 
a brief  counterattack from 
Gus Atkinson and Brydon 
Carse, who added a fifty 
stand, England were dis-

missed for 164 in 34.4 overs, 
losing their final nine wick-
ets for 99.

Chasing what would 
be the highest total of  the 
match, Australia instead 
romped home as Head 
produced one of  the great 
Ashes knocks. England’s 
bowlers, so dominant the 
previous day, were dis-
mantled, while the Perth 
crowd revelled in the one-
sided finish.

The only suspense was 
whether the contest would 
stretch into a third day. 
Head ensured it would not, 
giving England ample time 
to reflect ahead of  the day-
night second Test in Bris-
bane on December 4.

Brief  Scores: England 
172 (Harry Brook 52; Mitch-
ell Starc 7-58) & 164 (Gus 
Atkinson 37; Scott Boland 
4-33) lost to Australia 132 
(Alex Carey 26; Ben Stokes 
5-23) & 205/2 (Travis Head 
123; Brydon Carse 2-44) by 
eight wickets.

2nd Test: Kuldeep picks three as persistent 

India keep South Africa to 247/6
IANS 

GUWAHATI: Kuldeep 
Yadav’s three-wicket haul 
became the standout bowl-
ing effort on the opening 
day of  the first-ever Test at 
the Barsapara Cricket Sta-
dium, as a persistent India 
restricted South Africa to 
247/6 in 81.5 overs before 
bad light forced stumps to 
arrive early on day one.

The left-arm wrist-
spinner returned figures 
of  3-48, while Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj, 
and Ravindra Jadeja took 
a wicket each as India got 
rewarded for their persis-
tence by picking four wick-
ets in the final session. On a 
good red soil batting pitch, 

all South African batters 
got good starts, but none 
went on to a half-century.

Each time the batters 
looked to accelerate, India 
were sharp enough to seize 
the opportunity and pick 
scalps, thus ensuring the 
visitors never fully ran away 

with opening day honours. 
With South Africa now into 
their lower order, India will 
aim to wrap up the innings 
quickly on Day Two.

In the morning, after 
electing to bat first, Aiden 
Markram and Ryan Rick-
elton ensured South Africa 

had a steady start against 
new ball bowlers Bumrah 
and Siraj. The duo got 
decent carry and swing, 
though two sets of  byes 
went against wicketkeeper 
and skipper Rishabh Pant’s 
name.

Though the atmosphere 
was subdued at India’s 
newest Test venue due to 
sparse attendance, which 
was in complete contrast 
to the well-attended Eden 
Gardens Test last week, 
Bumrah and Siraj contin-
ued to keep the openers 
in check. Markram finally 
opened his account with 
a solid punch off  Bumrah 
for four, before surviving a 
scare on four when Rahul 
dropped his catch at slip.


