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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Every Indian heart has an inner song and that is Vande 
Mataram. During freedom struggle when Vande Mataram 
was sung by someone, other hearts were humming it back. 
Thus, a strong bond was created which should inspire young 
generation today to serve Maa Bharti.

   BY-POLLS

NC faces shocking 
defeat in Budgam, 
BJP retains Nagrota

In a first, PDP clinches 
victory in Budgam 
constituency

NAVEED UL HAQ

BUDGAM: In a landmark 
political shift, the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) has 
won the Budgam Assembly 
Constituency for the first 
time in history, breaking the 
decades-long dominance of  
National Conference (NC) 
in the central Kashmir seat.

P-06

150th year commomeration of ‘Vande Mataram’

Going has never been as good in J&K 

as it has been since 2019: LG Sinha
Says Vande Mataram ‘inner song’ of every Indian heart

Delhi Blast
NMC deregisters 4 
doctors, including 
3 Kashmiris

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: The National 
Medical Commission (NMC) on 
Friday removed four doctors 
from the Indian Medical Regis-
ter (IMR) and National Medical 
Register (NMR) with immediate 
effect following their involve-
ment in a case registered under 
the Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA).

According to the details avail-
able, the action comes amid an 
ongoing investigation into the 
November 10 car explosion near 
Delhi’s Red Fort that killed 13 
people and injured over 20.

The doctors removed include 
Dr. Muzaffar Ahmad (Reg. No. 
14680/2017), Dr. Adeel Ahmad 
Rather (Reg. No. 15892/2019), 
Dr. Muzamil Shakeel (Reg. No. 
15130/2018), and Dr. Shaheen 
Saeed (Reg. No. 45961/2022).

The Jammu & Kashmir Medi-
cal Council had already can-
celled the registrations of  Dr. 
Ahmad, Dr. Rather, and Dr. Sha-
keel based on evidence shared by 
investigating agencies.

Dr. Saeed, registered with the 
Uttar Pradesh Medical Council, 
was removed through a separate 
NMC order.

The removal follows FIR No. 
162/2025, lodged at Nowgam 
Police Station in Srinagar on 
October 19, under P-06

Nagrota, Budgam results 
reflect verdict against family-
driven politics: LoP

‘Political suicide’

Ruhullah backed a man who ‘will 
never let him grow’: CM Omar

CS launches Single Window 

System for Recruitment Rules

‘Ruhullah's absence, Para's push’

NC loses Budgam after 47 years in 
stunning political upheaval

Budgam verdict 
‘people’s reply 
to 2024 neglect’: 
Aga Muntazir

NAVEED UL HAQ

SRINAGAR: Newly elected 
legislator from Budgam, 
Aga Syed Muntazir Mehdi 
on Friday said his victory in 
Budgam by-election is the 
outcome of  “50 years of  hard 
work” and reflects the peo-
ple’s response to the “neglect” 
they faced in 2024.

Speaking to reporters after 
securing a decisive win for the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Mehdi, said the man-
date carries a message that 
political change in Jammu & 
Kashmir would begin from 
Budgam. “This is a result of  
our hard work of  50 years. The 
way people of  P-06

 PM, Nitish hail landslide win

YOGESH

SRINAGAR: The National 
Conference suffered a his-
toric defeat in its Budgam 
stronghold on Friday, ending 
a 47-year winning streak, 
while the Bharatiya Janata 
Party comfortably retained the 
Nagrota seat in Jammu.

In Budgam, the People's 
Democratic Party candidate 
Agha Syed Muntazir secured 
21,576 votes, defeating NC's 
Agha Syed Mehmood who 
polled 17,098 votes, a margin 
of  4,478 votes that marks the 
first time the party P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: “The going has never been as 
good for Jammu Kashmir in the past as 
it has been since 2019,” the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha said on Friday. 
He said, Jammu Kashmir’s ecownomy 
has grown at an impressive pace since 
2021 and rapid growth in infrastructure 
since 2019 is unprecedented in J&K UT 
history.

“Our effort for industrialization is 
showing impressive growth. We have 
taken bold decisions taking Jammu 
Kashmir into a brighter future and 
ensuring far greater prosperity for our 
people,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor was speak-
ing at the valedictory function of  first 
phase of  celebrations marking the 150th 
year of  the national song 'Vande Mata-
ram' at MA Stadium in Jammu. The 
event witnessed a massive gathering 
with more than 20,000 students and citi-
zens participating in the mass singing 
of  'Vande Mataram' on the occasion. The 
second phase will start from 9th January 
2026. The celebration was organised by 
Department of  Culture.

The Lieutenant Governor congratu-
lated the people of  Jammu Kashmir for 
their historic participation in the 150th 
year celebration of  'Vande Mataram'.

“I am proud to announce that Jammu 
Kashmir has secured 1st rank nation-
ally in the overall participation in week-
long celebrations marking 150th year of  
national song.  Today, more than 20,000 
students and citizens participated in 
showing a strong indication of  national 
pride,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor paid 
homage to Bankim Chandra Chattopad-
hyay and highlighted his contribution 

in freedom struggle and inspiring the 
society.

He said, Bankim Chandra Chattopad-
hyay had strengthened the bond between 
Maa Bharti and her sons and inspired 
people to secure the independence.

“Every Indian heart has an inner 
song and that is Vande Mataram. During 
freedom struggle when Vande Mataram 
was sung by someone, other hearts were 
humming it back. Thus, a strong bond 
was created which should inspire young 
generation today to serve Maa Bharti,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor observed that 
every section of  the society should spread 
the ideas and ideals of  Bankim Chandra 
which shaped our freedom struggle and 
use its spirit to take the UT of  Jammu 
Kashmir forward into the future.

“We must show the courage, wisdom 
and strong conviction that Bankim 
Chandra would have expected us in 
building a peaceful and prosperous J&K 
UT,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor called upon 
every citizen to dedicate themselves to 
nation-building, shedding the vestiges 
of  colonial past and embrace the spirit 
of  brotherhood and equality.

“The overwhelming participation of  
citizens in programmes like 'Har Ghar 
Tiranga' and 'Vande Mataram P-06

RAJA SYED RATHER

JAMMU: Leader of  Opposi-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly, Sunil 
Sharma on Friday said that 
the election results in Nagrota 
and Budgam clearly reflect the 
public’s verdict against “nepo-
tism, corruption and family-
driven politics” in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Speaking to reporters, 
Sharma, said the victory 
of  Devyani Rana in Nagro-
ta was “inevitable” as the 
people voted to fulfill the 
dreams of  the late Dev-
ender Singh Rana.

“Nagrota’s result was defi-
nite. The people had already 
decided to elect Devyani Rana 
to bring peace to the soul of  
Swargi Devender Singh Rana 
and carry forward his vision. 
What is astonishing is the 
massive margin with which 
a young leader entering poli-
tics for the first time has been 
blessed,” he said.

Reacting to allegations 

from rival leaders regarding 
misuse of  money and influ-
ence, Sharma said such claims 
only show their “lack of  trust” 
in the public mandate.

On the Budgam by-poll, 
Sharma termed it a “historic 
rejection of  the Abdullah 
family.”

“This is the defeat of  the 
Abdullah family and Omar 
Abdullah. I have not seen 
such public anger against any 
former Chief  Minister in such 
a short time. People are fed up 
with corruption, nepotism, 
deceit and broken promises,” 
he said. P-06

YOGESH

JAMMU: Conceding defeat 
in the Budgam and Nagro-
ta Assembly segments, 
National Conference (NC) 
Vice President and Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on 
Friday said the party will 
analyse the results in both 
constituencies to take nec-
essary steps for the future. 
He further said the party’s 
Member of  Parliament (MP), 
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi, 
had “committed political 
suicide” to "send me a mes-
sage" through the Budgam 
by-elections.

The by-election results 
declared today saw the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) candi-
date Aga Syed Muntazir Mehdi 
triumph over the NC’s Aga 
Syed Mehmood by a margin 
of  4,478 votes. Mehdi secured 
21,576 votes, ending the NC’s 

decades-long dominance in the 
Shia-majority seat, which has 
been a party stronghold since 
1962—barring a single loss to 
Congress in 1972.

Similarly, in Jammu, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate Devyani 
Rana clinched the Nagro-
ta Assembly constitu-
ency by-election, securing 
42,350 votes. NC candidate 
Shamim Begum, a sitting 

District Development Coun-
cil member, trailed in third 
place with just 10,872 votes.

Speaking to media per-
sons about the “Ruhullah 
factor” in Budgam, Omar 
said there was certainly an 
impact. “But as we say, ‘You 
cut off  your nose to spite 
your face.’ Similarly, Ruhul-
lah has committed political 
suicide to send me a message 
through Budgam. Ruhullah 
has done whatever he had 
to do, but politically, he has 
committed suicide, as the 
man who has emerged victo-
rious will never allow him to 
contest again from Budgam. 
I can contest from there 
again, but whether Ruhullah 
will contest or not is for him 
to decide,” he said.

Abdullah added that 
whatever happened has hap-
pened, and now the party 
will do whatever it has to do.

P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant step 
toward strengthening adminis-
trative efficiency and transpar-
ency in government function-
ing, Chief  Secretary Atal Dulloo 
Friday formally launched the 
Single Window System for 
Recruitment Rules (RRs).

The launch, attended by 
senior Administrative Secretar-
ies and Heads of  Departments, 
marks a major governance 
reform aimed at streamlining 
the formulation, amendment, 
and timely approval of  Recruit-
ment Rules across all depart-
ments in J&K.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Chief  Secretary described the 
initiative as a unique and trans-
formative measure designed 
to bring uniformity, efficiency, 

and enhanced monitoring to the 
entire process of  Recruitment 
Rules management. He empha-
sized that the new system will 
not only simplify departmental 
workflows but also ensure that 
each stage is tracked and com-
pleted within defined timelines.

 The Chief  Secretary under-
scored the need for capacity 
building and targeted training of  
Nodal Officers and other depart-
mental staff  to enable effective 
functioning of  the new system. 
He also called for expediting its 
integration with the e-Office 
network, enabling seamless 
digital processing, enhanced 
visibility, and improved inter-
departmental coordination.

The Chief  Secretary fur-
ther stressed the importance 
of  ensuring that all existing 
Recruitment Rules P-06

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: In a result that 
has sent ripples through 
Kashmir’s political estab-
lishment, the National Con-
ference (NC) on Friday lost 
the Budgam Assembly seat 
for the first time in nearly 
half  a century, a stunning 
break in a constituency long 
treated as the party’s safest 
ideological home.

Peoples Democratic 
Party's Aga Syed Munta-
zar Mehdi secured 21,576 
votes, defeating NC’s Aga 
Syed Mehmood, who polled 
17,098, ending a 47-year win-
ning streak that survived 
insurgency, boycotts, politi-
cal realignments and genera-
tional churn.

The 4,478-vote margin, 
analysts said, is less a 
number and more a verdict 
on internal rifts, shifting loy-
alties, and a quiet rebellion 

brewing within the NC’s own 
Shia belt.

For the NC, Budgam has 
never been an ordinary con-
stituency. From Ghulam 
Hussain Geelani’s victories 

in 1977, 1983, 1987 and 1996, to 
Aga Ruhullah’s sweep of  the 
2000s, the seat has functioned 
as both a family turf  and a 
party bastion, uninterrupted 
even in the most turbulent 

phases of  Kashmir’s politics. 
But this election marked the 
first time the NC went into 
Budgam without the cam-
paign muscle of  Aga Syed 
Ruhullah, its most P-06

NDA Secures Decisive 

Victory in Bihar Elections

AGENCIES

PATNA: The ruling NDA deci-
mated the Mahagathbandhan in 
Bihar on Friday to retain power 
reaffirming Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s popularity and 
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar’s 
enduring appeal and dealing a 
body blow to the Congress and 
ally RJD.

The massive scale of  the vic-
tory of  the National Democratic 
Alliance(NDA) can be gauged 
from the fact that its two main 

constituents--BJP and JD(U)--
are on course for an over 85 per 
cent strike rate in 101 seats each 
they had contested. The alliance 
is set for a "200 paar" win for a 
three-fourth majority with BJP 
emerging as the single largest 
party, according to latest results 
and trends at 9.30 pm.

"The people of  Bihar, with 
this massive victory and their 
unshakable confidence, have 
taken the state by storm (garda 
uda diya)," Prime Minister Modi 
told cheering party P-06
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MACHINERY DIVISION KASHMIR, MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR.
| Fax No: 0194-2497093 | website: www.medkashmir.org |

CORRIGENDUM 01 FOR DATE EXTENSION
Name of work: -  Servicing, minor works to be carried out to the three no. of Depart-

mental vehicles  and other miscellaneous works of Machinery Divi-
sion Kashmir. 

Reference: -  This office e-NIT No.: - MDSK/TS /2025-26/57 Date:01-11-2025 (Ten-
der ID: 2025_PWDJK_293897 _1)

Due to poor response, the critical dates of the above referred e-NIT is extended as un-
der: -

S.No. Description Previous Dates New Dates.

01. Last date of downloading/ 
submission of bids 13-11-2025 upto 06:55PM 24-11-2025 upto 09:00AM

02. Date of opening of bids online 14-11-2025 at 02:00 PM 24-11-2025 at 02:00 PM

All other terms, conditions and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT shall remain 
unchanged.
No: MDSK/TS/3792-95  Sd/
Date: 14-11-2025.  Executive Engineer 
 Machinery Division, Kashmir.

DIPK-8099-25
DT: 14/11/2025

DSEK Reviews Enrolment 
Campaign 2025–26 
Across Kashmir
Mission “Har Ghar, Har Bachha” Reinforced Across  Division

Kupwara Leads J&K in Strengthening 
Farmer Services Through KKG Centres

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
School Education Kashmir 
(DSEK), Naseer Ahmed 
Wani, Friday chaired a 
virtual meeting with Joint 
Directors (JDs), Chief  Edu-
cation Officers (CEOs), and 
Zonal Education Officers 
(ZEOs) of  the Kashmir 
Division to review progress 
and further accelerate the 
Grand Enrolment Cam-
paign 2025–26.

The Director called for 
mission-mode implemen-
tation, strict monitoring, 
and intensified commu-
nity outreach to ensure 
100% enrolment across 
all districts.

Director directed all dis-
tricts to immediately con-
duct cascading meetings 
to strengthen field coor-
dination and streamline 
ground-level execution.

Emphasising the need 
for expanded reach, the 
Director instructed offi-
cers to intensify door-to-
door enrolment drives, 
particularly in grey and 
hard-to-reach pockets. He 
also urged the involvement 

of  peer groups, religious 
leaders, and community 
influencers to mobilise 
local support and widen 
the campaign’s impact.

Heads of  Institutions 
(HOIs) were directed to 
prioritise enrolment in 

Pre-Primary, Balvatika, 
and Foundational Grades, 
and to ensure timely iden-
tification of  Out-of-School 
Children and provision of  
support for Children with 
Special Needs (CwSN).

To ensure transpar-
ency and accountability, 
the Director instructed all 
heads to maintain 100% 
daily online reporting, 
while CEOs were tasked 
with verifying district-wise 
data, enhancing field moni-
toring, and conducting sur-
prise inspections.

Stressing on compre-
hensive mobilisation, the 
Director called for organ-
ising enrolment camps, 
community outreach pro-
grammes, and extensive 
media coverage to ensure 
that no child in the division 
remains out of  school, in 
line with the mission “Har 
Ghar, Har Bachha.”

RAHEE MUSHTAQ

KUPWARA: Jammu & 
Kashmir The Govern-
ment of  Jammu & Kash-
mir, under the Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP) sanc-
tioned 177 Kissan Khid-
mat Ghar (KKG) Centres 
across 385 Panchayats of  
District Kupwara. These 
centres were established 
in two phases 47 in the 
first phase and 130 in the 
second phase. At present, 
125 KKG Centres are fully 
functional, serving farm-
ers across the district.

The objective behind 
setting up these KKG Cen-
tres is to bring all agri-
culture-related services 
under one roof. Designed 
as one-stop solutions these 
centres provide farmers 
with support across agri-
culture and allied sectors, 
improving their access to 
technical guidance, inputs, 
resources, and field-level 
assistance.

To ensure efficient func-
tioning of  these centres, a 
notification and advertise-
ment were issued through 
the Information Wing 
of  the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Office, Kupwara. 

Applications were invited 
from the district’s unem-
ployed youth for engage-
ment as Krishi Udyami 
(Agriculture Facilitators).

During the selection 
process, preference was 
given to candidates hold-
ing B.Sc. Agriculture, B.Sc. 
Horticulture, or B.Sc. with 
diplomas in Agriculture/
Horticulture. As a result, 
125 qualified Krishi Udya-
mis have been identified so 
far, including several post-

graduates and PhD hold-
ers. Their expertise has 
strengthened the profes-
sional delivery of  services 
at the grassroots level.

It is noteworthy that 
among the 125 active KUs, 
several are demonstrating 
exceptional performance 
by running their centres 
efficiently and generating 
an average daily transac-
tion of  more than ₹15,000. 
This marks one of  the high-
est average transaction 

levels among KKG Centres 
across the Union Territo-
ry of  Jammu & Kashmir, 
reflecting Kupwara’s grow-
ing success in agricultural 
service innovation.

The KKG Centres of  
Kupwara continue to play 
a transformative role in 
empowering farmers, 
enhancing rural liveli-
hoods, and promoting a 
modern, service-oriented 
agriculture ecosystem 
under the HADP initiative.

Ist phase of Vande Mataram

Culmination event held with 
community spirit in Ganderbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: On the 
conclusion of  the first 
phase of  celebration of  
150 years of  national song 
‘Vande Mataram’, a heart-
felt culmination event was 
Friday organised by Edu-
cation department Gander-
bal in collaboration with 
Information department 
Ganderbal and National 
Informatics Centre Gan-
derbal here today.

The event presided 
over by the Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Ganderbal, Syed 
Faheem Bihaqi, witnessed 
an encouraging response 
from residents, students 
besides officers and offi-
cials of  district Ganderbal.

The programme began 
with the mass singing of  
national song led by stu-
dents of  JNV Hatbura, 
which was followed by the 
screening of  thoughtful 
films celebrating patrio-

tism, unity, and India’s 
vibrant cultural heritage.

Speaking to the gath-
ering, ADC expressed 
sincere appreciation for 
the community’s spirited 
participation. He encour-
aged people, especially the 
youth to stay connected 
with initiatives that nur-
ture national pride and 
unity.

A warm moment of  rec-
ognition followed, as cer-
tificates were presented to 
participants by the chief  
guest for their performanc-
es and contributions to the 
Vande Mataram initiative. 
Smiles, applause, and a 
sense of  shared accom-
plishment filled the venue.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with a vote of  thanks 
from the organizers, who 
acknowledged the coop-
eration of  various depart-
ments, institutions, and 
individuals whose support 
made the event meaningful 
and memorable.

150 years of 'Vande Mataram'

Vibrant Cultural programmes 
held at  GDC Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA:  In connec-
tion with the commemora-
tion of  the iconic national 
song “Vande Mataram",  
Forest Department orga-
nized a plantation drive at 
D.C Office Complex which 
was led by Deputy Com-
missioner Kupwara, Shri-
kant Suse.

During the drive, the DC 
planted pine saplings in 
the compound of  the com-
plex. ADDC Kupwara, ADC 
Kupwara, ASP Kupwara, 
ACR, CPO and concerned 
officials were present on 
the occasion.

Meanwhile, in connec-

tion with the commemo-
ration of  150 years of  the  
national song “Vande Mata-
ram", Department of  Infor-
mation and Public Relations 
Kupwara, in collaboration 
with the Education Depart-
ment and Government 
Degree College (GDC) Kup-
wara, organized a vibrant 
cultural programme at the 
Auditorium Hall of  GDC 
Kupwara.

The event brought 
together students, faculty 
members, officials, and 

local dignitaries to cel-
ebrate the historic signifi-
cance and cultural legacy 
of  “Vande Mataram,” a 
song that has inspired 
generations during India’s 
freedom movement and 
continues to evoke a spirit 
of  unity and patriotism.

The programme fea-
tured a series of  enthrall-
ing performances, includ-
ing patriotic songs, skits, 
poetry recitations, and 
traditional cultural pre-
sentations by students 
from various educational 
institutions.

Speakers highlighted 
the literary brilliance of  
Bankim Chandra Chatto-

padhyay, the song’s author, 
and reflected on the endur-
ing relevance of  “Vande 
Mataram” in strengthen-
ing national identity.

The event concluded with 
a vote of  thanks, acknowl-
edging the collaborative 
efforts of  the Information 
Department, Education 
Department, and GDC Kup-
wara in organizing the com-
memorative programme and 
encouraging youth partici-
pation in cultural and his-
torical observances.

DC Kupwara reviews 
progress of Mission Yuva

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In a signifi-
cant boost to youth entre-
preneurship in the region, 
the District Level Imple-
mentation Committee 
(DLIC) Kupwara, chaired 
by Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara, Shrikant Suse, 
Friday approved 170 appli-
cations under the Mission 
YUVA.

 This initiative aims to 
empower young entrepre-
neurs by providing them 
with financial assistance and 
capacity-building support to 
start and sustain their busi-
nesses, thereby fostering eco-
nomic growth and employ-
ment opportunities.

During the meeting, the 
Committee conducted a 
thorough review and scru-
tiny of  applications sub-
mitted by young aspirants. 
After detailed deliberations, 
the Committee approved 170 
eligible cases for financial 
support and mentorship, 

paving the way for these 
budding entrepreneurs to 
turn their business ideas 
into reality.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized the piv-
otal role of  Mission YUVA 
in unlocking the potential 
of  local youth and enabling 
them to build sustainable 
livelihoods.

 He directed the con-
cerned departments to 
intensify awareness cam-
paigns and outreach pro-
grams to encourage more 
eligible youth as well as 
SHGs as part of  Udyam Jag-
ruti 4.0. The Deputy Com-
missioner also reviewed 
the performance of  bank 
branches in disbursement 
of  sanctioned cases as well 
as sanctioning and directed 
to expedite the process.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner Kup-
wara and other members and 
representatives of  DLIC.

KVIB Organizes Awareness-cum-Interaction Programme in Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
& Kashmir Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Board (J&K 
KVIB), District Office Sri-
nagar, Friday successfully 
organized an Awareness 
Camp-cum-Interaction 
Programme at Panzinara, 
Srinagar.

The event was attended 
by Director JKRSETI, Assis-
tant Manager KVIB, Officers 
from Lead District Manager 
Srinagar, Cluster Head J&K 
Bank Srinagar, various rural 
Bank Branch Heads, rep-
resentatives from various 
Halqas of  Block Qamarwari 
and officers from other line 
departments.

The programme was 
aimed at creating aware-
ness among rural unem-
ployed educated youth, 

aspiring entrepreneurs, 
artisans with a special 
focus on the rural popula-
tion of  Panzinara area.

 The event featured 
informative sessions 
and discussions on self-
employment opportunities 
and various schemes viz. 
PMEGP & JKREGP imple-
mented by the Board.

Speaking on the event, 
District Officer KVIB Sri-
nagar highlighted the Self-
employment opportuni-
ties in khadi and village 
industries sector, finan-
cial assistance schemes 
(PMEGP/JKREGP)  and 
employment generation 
programs offered by J&K 
KVIB, Technical training 
and skill development ini-
tiatives, marketing sup-
port and linkages for rural 
entrepreneurs.

The interactive session 
enabled direct dialogue 
between KVIB officials and 
local participants, address-
ing queries related to 
loan applications, project 
formulation, and access-
ing government support 
schemes.

On-spot in the pro-
gramme, many applica-
tions from the participants 
under various activities 
under JKREGP scheme 
were received and it was 

assured to them that the 
same shall be processed/
sponsored as early as pos-
sible after prior approval 
from the DTFC.

It was informed that 
the J&K KVIB, during 
the year 2024-25 under 
PMEGP scheme, 322 cases 
were disbursed involving 
Margin Money of  Rs 507.90 
lakh generating employ-
ment to 1932 persons and 
under JKREGP scheme 12  
rural cases stand disbursed 

involving Margin Money of  
Rs 28 lakh thereby creating 
employment to 96 rural 
persons.

The initiative received 
an enthusiastic response 
from participants, who 
actively engaged in dis-
cussions about entrepre-
neurship opportunities 
and government support 
mechanisms.

 The awareness camp 
represents J&K KVIB's 
continued commitment to 
empowering rural entre-
preneurship and foster-
ing sustainable economic 
development in the block. 
By focusing on traditional 
industries alongside other 
village industries, the 
Board aims to strengthen 
local economies while pre-
serving indigenous skills 
and practices.

KVK Begins Training 
Initiative to Promote Modern 
Orchard Management

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 
Anantnag, SKUAST-K, 
in collaboration with the 
Department of  Horticul-
ture Anantnag, Friday 
inaugurated a district-wide 
series of  Pruning-cum-
Training Demonstration 
Sessions aimed at enhanc-
ing scientific orchard 
management among fruit 
growers.

The first programme was 
held at the KVK campus for 
farmers, orchardists, and 
budding agri-entrepreneurs 
from Horticulture Zone 
Dooru. Experts from KVK 
imparted detailed techni-
cal guidance on pruning 
methods, training systems, 
and orchard rejuvenation 
practices. The session also 
featured hands-on demon-
strations across multiple 
orchard models, with a spe-

cial focus on Scientific 
Canopy Management 
in High-Density Apple 
Plantations.

Horticulture Develop-
ment Officer (HDO) Dooru, 
along with field function-
aries from the department, 
actively participated and 
interacted with the farm-
ers. The officers high-
lighted the importance of  
adopting modern pruning 
and canopy management 
techniques to improve 
fruit quality, enhance 
productivity, and ensure 
long-term sustainability 
of  apple orchards.

Head KVK Anantnag, 
Dr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Khan 
on the occasion said that 
similar training sessions 
will be conducted across 
all major horticulture 
belts of  the district in the 
coming days to empower 
growers with the latest sci-
entific practices.

DLSA Shopian celebrates 
National Children’s Day

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: As part of  cal-
endar of  activities, District 
Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA) Shopian under 
the aegis of  Jammu and 
Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority Friday celebrated 
National Children’s Day at 
Rainbow International Edu-
cational Institute Shopian.

The event was organized 
under the guidance of  
Chairman DLSA Shopian, 
Mehmood Ahmad Chowd-
hary and Secretary DLSA 
Shopian, Mudasar Farooq.

National Children Day 

is celebrated annually on 
November 14 in commemo-
ration of  the birth anni-
versary of  the first Prime 
Minister of  India Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. The pro-
gramme aimed to make the 
day special for underprivi-
leged children and to pro-
vide them with a platform to 
enjoy their childhood.

Deputy Chief  LADC, 
Shahnawaz Ahmad Raina  
and   Assistant LADC, 
Saheefa Sidiq highlighted the 
importance of  Child Rights 
and Legal Framework pro-
vided for the protection and 
wellbeing of  Children.
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CM Omar reviews ongoing 
housing projects in Jammu

CS calls for 100% saturation of PM 
Fasal Bima Yojana for eligible farmers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Friday chaired 
a meeting to review the 
implementation, reach, 
and impact of  the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) in Jammu and 
Kashmir, calling upon all 
banks and financial insti-
tutions to ensure complete 
saturation of  the scheme 
for eligible Kisan Credit 
Card (KCC) holders ahead 
of  the upcoming Rabi 
season.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Chief  
Secretary, Agriculture 
Production Department 
(APD), Shailendra Kumar, 
Heads of  Departments of  
the Agriculture Production 
Department, the Convenor, 
UTLBC, while all Deputy 
Commissioners partici-
pated through video con-
ferencing.

Emphasizing the need 
to utilize the window avail-
able till 31st December, the 

Chief  Secretary directed 
banks to register as many 
farmers as possible under 
PMFBY for the Rabi 2025 
season. He underscored 
that the scheme serves as 
a vital safeguard for farm-
ers against crop loss aris-
ing from adverse weather 
conditions and natural 
calamities.

The saturation of  
PMFBY is crucial for 
securing the livelihoods of  
vulnerable farming com-
munities across the Union 
Territory, he said, stress-
ing the need for proactive 
mobilization by banks and 
field agencies.

He further instructed 
the Agriculture Produc-
tion Department to submit 
insurance claims promptly 
to banks to ensure swift 
and timely settlement for 
affected farmers.

Chief  Secretary, Dulloo 
directed all Deputy Com-
missioners to monitor 
progress at the district 
level and remove bottle-

necks to ensure maximum 
enrollment of  eligible 
farmers. The DCs shared 
district-specific insights, 
highlighting both chal-
lenges and opportunities in 
expanding coverage under 
PMFBY.

Speaking during the 
meeting, ACS APD Shailen-
dra Kumar emphasized the 
need for assigning daily 
enrollment targets to bank 
branches over the next 45 
days to ensure full cover-
age before the Rabi season 
begins.

He instructed banks to 
focus equally on all crop 
categories, rather than 
prioritizing only cash 
crops. He also directed 
them not to delay process-
ing of  claims over concerns 
regarding the UT's share, 
assuring that the requisite 
UT contribution would be 
released prior to claim dis-
bursals.

The meeting was 
informed that cumula-
tively 11.5 lakh farmers 

have been enrolled under 
PMFBY across J&K, while 
for Kharif  2025, a total 
of  72,356 claims worth 
Rs 40.28 Cr have been 
received. Overall, 2.01 lakh 
farmers, covering 75,732 
hectares, were registered 
under the scheme for the 
Kharif  season. In addition, 
out of  4,35,313 eligible KCC 
account holders, 1,68,421 
farmers were brought 
under PMFBY for crop 
insurance coverage during 
this crop season.

The meeting also 
reviewed the progress of  
tendering for the Restruc-
tured Weather-Based 
Crop Insurance Scheme 
(RWBCIS). It was informed 
that five insurance compa-
nies have submitted bids 
for Jammu division and 
four for Kashmir division. 
These bids are scheduled to 
be opened on 17th Novem-
ber, enabling timely rollout 
and implementation of  this 
flagship scheme across all 
districts of  the UT.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Friday 
inaugurated a newly con-
structed block of  residen-
tial flats at Muthi, mark-
ing a major step towards 
strengthening the Govern-
ment’s housing infrastruc-
ture for its employees.

The Chief  Minister for-
mally opened the facility 
by cutting the ceremonial 
ribbon.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Additional Chief  
Secretary to the CM Dheer-
aj Gupta, Director General 
Estates Tariq Hussain 
Ganai, Deputy Director 
Estates Jammu Dr. Vikas 
Sharma, and other senior 
officers were present on 
the occasion.

The new block at Muthi 
comprises 28 one-room 
residential flats built as a 

Ground + 6 floors struc-
ture. Each compact unit 
includes a bedroom, lobby/
living area, kitchen, and 
washroom—designed to 
efficiently meet the resi-
dential needs of  employees 
while ensuring cost-effec-
tiveness and optimal space 
utilization.

The Chief  Minister 
inspected various flats, 
appreciated their aesthet-
ics, and expressed sat-
isfaction over the space 
management evident in 
the construction. He hoped 
that the project would help 
in addressing the accom-
modation requirements of  
government employees.

During the briefing, 
DG Estates Tariq Hussain 
Ganai informed the Chief  
Minister that the project 
has been executed with a 
strong focus on functional 
design, structural safety, 
and affordability. He 
added that the department 
is undertaking a compre-

hensive plan to modernize 
old residential colonies in 
a phased manner.

DD Estates Jammu Dr. 
Vikas Sharma briefed 
the Chief  Minister on 
the layout, amenities, 
and ongoing supervision 
mechanisms put in place 
to ensure quality control 
and timely completion of  
upcoming housing units.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Minister 
reaffirmed the Govern-
ment’s commitment to 
strengthening residential 
infrastructure and ensur-
ing access to safe, secure, 
and well-planned housing 
for employees.

“Our aim is to bridge 
the gap in government 
accommodation by cre-
ating modern, sleek and 
employee-friendly residen-
tial spaces across Jammu 
and Kashmir,” he said.

The Chief Minister later 
inspected the ongoing con-
struction of  56 two-room 

residential flats—28 each 
at Ahata Amar Singh and 
Sarwal. These Ground + 6 
floor structures include two 
bedrooms, a lobby/living 
area, kitchen, and two wash-
rooms, designed to meet the 
needs of  employees with 
families. The projects are 
scheduled for completion in 
December 2025.

He directed the officers 
to ensure optimal use of  
available land, maintain 
high aesthetic standards 
quality in construction and 
phase out old and unsafe 
quarters to make way for 
new and improved residen-
tial facilities.

The Chief  Minister 
observed that the combined 
84 residential units coming 
up at Muthi, Ahata Amar 
Singh, and Sarwal will sub-
stantially reduce the short-
age of  government accom-
modation. He emphasized 
that these initiatives aim to 
close the existing housing 
gap, provide employees with 
modern and better living 
environment, and promote 
fair and equitable alloca-
tion of  residential facilities 
across different employee 
categories.

He appreciated the 
Estates Department for 
expediting construction 
across multiple locations 
and underscored the need 
to continue upgrading 
public infrastructure for 
the welfare of  government 
employees.

Div Com Chairs Meeting on Handover 
of Centaur Lake View Hotel

DC Sgr hands over Reefer Van 

to beneficiary under HADP at 

Parimpora Fruit Mandi

Div Com, Dir SKIMS Jointly Flag-Off 
Walkathon on World Diabetes Day

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To mark 
World Diabetes Day, a 
Walkathon aimed at rais-
ing awareness about diabe-
tes and promoting healthy 
living was jointly flagged 
off  Friday by Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir,  
Anshul Garg, and Director 
SKIMS & EOSG, Prof. M. 
Ashraf  Ganie at the iconic 
Clock Tower (Ghanta 
Ghar), Srinagar.

Senior faculty members 
of  SKIMS including Prof. 
Nisar Ahmad Bhat, HOD 
Pediatric Surgery & Asso-
ciate Dean Student Welfare 
and Prof. Abrar Ahad Wani 
H.O.D Emergency Medi-
cine were also present on 
the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir lauded the 
initiative of  SKIMS and 
stated that such initiatives 
play a crucial role in early 
prevention of  the disease. 
He said public participa-
tion in awareness pro-
grams like these is essen-
tial to curb the rising tide 
of  diabetes in our region.

He emphasized on exten-
sive awareness regarding 
causes leading to diabetes 
among the people. He urged 
Dir SKIMS to identify high 
risk patients and extend 
them medical assistance.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  the day,  Director 

SKIMS said that a signifi-
cant proportion of  the local 
population is affected by 
diabetes, underscoring the 
need for sustained public 
awareness.

Prof. Ashraf  empha-
sized the need for early 
prevention, noting that 
uncontrolled diabetes can 
lead to serious complica-
tions if  not managed in 
time. “People need to adopt 
a healthy lifestyle,” he 
stressed, adding that dia-
betes prevalence is higher 
in urban populations com-
pared to rural communi-
ties. He urged the public to 
embrace active living and 
healthy dietary habits.

He appreciated the 
efforts of  the Organis-
ing Committee, headed by 
Prof. Riyaz Misgar and Dr. 
Aijaz, for conducting a well-

coordinated and impactful 
awareness program.

Following the Walkathon, 
a Screening Camp was 
organized at Joggers Park, 
Rajbagh, where experts 
from SKIMS screened 
around 300 individuals.

Notably, 20 participants 
in a age group of  40- 45 
years were newly diag-
nosed with diabetes, reflect-
ing an upward trend in the 
burden of  the disease. The 
diagnosed individuals were 
advised to follow up at the 
Department of  Endocrinol-
ogy, SKIMS for further eval-
uation and management.

During the event, the 
general public was coun-
seled and educational pam-
phlets on diabetes preven-
tion, early detection, and 
lifestyle modification was 
provided to them.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo 
Friday handed over the 
key of   Reefer Van to a ben-
eficiary under the Holistic 
Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme (HADP) 
during a programme orga-
nized by Horticulture Plan-
ning & Marketing at Parim-
pora Fruit Mandi.

The event was attended 
by Chief  Planning Offi-
cer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar; 
SDM West, Irfan Bahadur; 
Tehsildar Shalteng, Area 
Marketing Officer(HP&M), 
stakeholders from Parim-
pora Fruit Mandi and 
other concerned.

While presiding over 
the programme, the DC 
handed over the Refrig-
erated Truck (Reefer 
Van) to the district ben-
eficiary to facilitate the 
efficient transportation 
of  fruits and vegetables 
across the Srinagar 
catchment area. On the 
occasion, the DC also 
flagged off  the Reefer 
Van carrying fresh fruit 
produce to Coimbatore.

The DC congratulated 
the beneficiary and appre-
ciated the department for 
the initiative, encouraging 
unemployed youth to take 

advantage of  various live-
lihood and employment-
generation schemes for 
economic upliftment.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that under HADP, the 
government provides a 75% 
subsidy on each reefer unit 
costing Rs 25 lakh under 
the component Strength-
ening of  Agricultural Mar-
keting, Project 4, aimed at 
augmenting logistics sup-
port for the fruit industry.

The Reefer Truck, with 
a capacity of  9 metric 
tonnes, is a recent inter-

vention under post-harvest 
management initiatives. 
Equipped with an in-built 
controlled atmosphere 
system, it enables long-
distance transportation of  
fruits and vegetables while 
preserving freshness and 
quality.

The services of  these 
for Controlled Atmosphere 
(CA) trucks is steadily 
increasing in the local cold-
chain sector, as these vehi-
cles significantly enhance 
the shelf  life and profitabil-
ity of  fruit produce.
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SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, Friday 
chaired a meeting of  the 
'Committee for Handing 
Over of  Centaur Lake 
View Hotel' to review the 
progress of  the handover 
process.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner SMC, 
Managing Director of  
JKTDC, Director SKICC, 
Secretary JKAACL, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar, and 
representatives from the 
KPDCL,  JalShakti, R&B, 
Horticulture, Tourism, and 
Forest departments.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on several crucial 
aspects, including the 
revised tendering process, 
the relocation of  immov-
able items, and the division 

of  utilities such as power 
and water between SKICC 
and the Centaur Hotel. The 
committee also discussed 
cost-sharing arrangements 
for some logistic issues, 
building permission, and 
other critical matters.

The Div Com directed 
the concerned engineering 
departments to conduct a 
joint site visit to assess 
the immovable items and 
prepare a comprehensive 
report. He also instructed 
the revenue officer to share 
the land demarcation 
report with the JKTDC to 
clearly identify the hotel's 
land boundaries.

Also, the Divisional 
Commissioner emphasized 
the importance of  expe-
diting the completion of  
all formalities within the 
set timeline to ensure the 
smooth handover of  the 
Centaur Lake View Hotel 
to the concessionaire.

CM lays foundation stone of an Indoor swimming pool at Jammu

Vows to make Jammu Tawi Golf Course a national golfing destination
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah Friday reiterated his gov-
ernment’s resolve to position Jammu 
Tawi Golf  Course (JTGC), Sidhra, as 
a premier national destination for 
golfers.

He made these remarks while 
addressing a felicitation ceremony 
organized for paragliders upon the 
completion of  their training course 
at JTGC.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Chief  Minister said that while tour-
naments are being held in Srinagar, 
Pahalgam and Gulmarg, Jammu’s 
golfing potential has not been pro-
moted to the extent it deserves.

“Jammu’s golf  course is exception-
ally beautiful and of  high quality. We 

will work harder to promote it, host 
more tournaments, and ensure that 
JTGC emerges as a national golfing 
destination,” he said.

He assured the people of  Jammu 
that the government is making con-
certed efforts to secure the region 
economically and elevate its standing 
on the national tourism map.

“Our commitment to Jammu is 
unwavering. Whether it is Jammu 
city, its surrounding areas, or the 
remotest parts of  Jammu province, 
our endeavour is to ensure not just 
security but prosperity. We have 
taken several steps already, and many 
more are in the pipeline,” he said.

The Chief  Minister emphasized 
that Jammu possesses immense 
tourism diversity—heritage tourism, 
pilgrimage tourism, border tourism 

and adventure tourism—all of  which 
require sustained promotion.

“There is a need to bring more 
people here, develop facilities further 

and unlock the full tourism potential 
of  this region,” he added.

Referring to the development 
of  the golf  course, he said, “I don’t 
know what first inspired us to estab-
lish a golf  course here—but Jammu 
deserves it. People here love golf  
as much as anywhere else, and this 
facility must be strengthened and 
promoted.”

He also appreciated the intro-
duction of  new initiatives such as 
the enhanced tourist bus services. 
“The bus inaugurated today, linked 
to border tourism, is a special addi-
tion. We have always maintained that 
Jammu’s tourism must be nurtured 
across all fronts,” he noted.

Earlier, the Chief Minister laid the 
foundation stone for a state-of-the-
art Indoor Swimming Pool at JTGC, 

Sidhra—marking a major addition to 
sports infrastructure in the region. He 
also flagged off  the Jammu Gedi Bus 
Service, an innovative transport initia-
tive aimed at improving connectivity 
to major tourist destinations such as 
Surinsar-Mansar and Suchetgarh.

Deputy Chief  Minister Surinder 
Choudhary, Minister for Transport 
Satish Sharma, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, MLA 
Jammu East Yudhvir Sethi, Addition-
al Chief  Secretary to the CM Dheeraj 
Gupta, Director Tourism Jammu 
Vikas Gupta, and other senior offi-
cials were present during the event.

The Chief  Minister congratulated 
the paragliders on completing their 
course and encouraged them to serve 
as ambassadors of  Jammu’s adven-
ture tourism potential.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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Ruhullah's silent 

blow to NC

C
hief Minister Omar Abdullah’s blunt assess-
ment of Agha Ruhullah’s withdrawal from 
the Budgam bypoll campaign has peeled 
back layers of a political episode that con-

tinues to reverberate inside the National Con-
ference. By saying that Ruhullah “killed him-
self politically,” Omar Abdullah has not only 
articulated the sentiment within the party but 
has underscored the cost of decisions made in 
haste, emotion, or personal protest.
Ruhullah’s withdrawal, meant to convey dis-
pleasure or send a message to the party lead-
ership, ended up weakening his own political 
ground. Omar’s use of the phrase “cut your nose 
to spite your face” accurately captures the self-
defeating nature of the move. In a constituency 
like Budgam, where personal networks, local 
dynamics and quiet, behind-the-curtain voting 
patterns dominate, walking away on the eve 
of a crucial contest is nothing short of political 
self-sabotage.
Omar Abdullah’s remarks also highlight a deeper 
truth: the candidate who eventually won from 
Budgam is unlikely to offer Ruhullah easy politi-
cal space in the future. Politics rarely forgives 
miscalculations, and Budgam’s voters, who are 
known for their silent and unpredictable voting 
behaviour, have already demonstrated that they 
weigh their choices independently of party nar-
ratives.
The Chief Minister’s candid admission that NC 
knew the contest would be difficult even before 
the campaign began adds another dimension. 
Internal discontent, shifting political moods, 
and the phenomenon of silent voting shaped 
the outcome more than campaign speeches or 
development claims. In such a climate, a candi-
date’s withdrawal becomes not just a symbolic 
protest but a decisive factor that alters the elec-
toral landscape.
What happens next for Agha Ruhullah is now a 
question only he can answer. Rebuilding politi-
cal space is possible, but the road will be steep 
and unforgiving. His future in Budgam will 
depend on whether he can re-establish trust, 
re-engage with the electorate, and demonstrate 
consistency in the face of adversity.
For the National Conference, the episode is a 
reminder that internal cohesion is as important 
as public outreach. The party has accepted the 
verdict, as Omar Abdullah stated, but moving 
forward will require introspection, discipline, 
and clarity of purpose. Budgam has spoken. The 
party has learned. Now, both must look ahead.

The Science of Why  We Misremember
How our minds create vivid recollections of events that never happened, and what we can do to protect ourselves

DR. REYAZ AHMED

Have you ever been certain 
you left your car keys on 
the dining table, only to 

find them sitting on the kitchen 
counter? Or felt confident a friend 
said “6 p.m.” when, in fact, they 
said “7 p.m.”?

If  so, you’ve experienced one 
of  psychology’s most intriguing 
quirks: the false memory effect—
when people vividly recall events 
that never actually occurred or 
misremember real ones. These 
aren’t simple lapses in attention 
but rather deeply convincing 
“memories” that feel just as real 
as authentic ones.

What Is the False Memory 
Effect?

Contrary to popular belief, 
memory isn’t like a video record-
ing that plays back reality. It’s 
reconstructive, meaning every 
time we recall an event, our brains 
rebuild that memory from frag-
ments—sensory details, emotions, 
and external cues.

During this mental reconstruc-
tion, errors can easily slip in. 
Over time, these small inaccura-
cies can blend seamlessly into the 
story, making the false detail feel 
indistinguishable from the truth. 
Neuroscientists have found that 
the hippocampus (the brain’s 
memory centre) and prefrontal 
cortex (responsible for reasoning 
and narrative building) often work 
together to “fill in the gaps” when 
parts of a memory are missing—
sometimes inventing details that 

never existed.
For example, you might recall 

the face of  a childhood friend’s 
parent, but your brain may 
unknowingly blend it with the face 
of  a teacher or neighbour. What 
feels like memory is, in fact, imagi-
nation cleverly disguised as truth.

How False Memories Form
False memories don’t form at 

random. They are shaped by psy-
chological and social influences 
that subtly distort how we store or 
recall information.

► Suggestion & Leading 
Questions

When people are asked sugges-
tive questions—such as “Did the 
man have a beard?”—they often 
“remember” the beard even if  it 
wasn’t there.

A classic experiment by Eliza-
beth Loftus in the 1970s showed 
that when witnesses were asked 
how fast cars were going when 
they “smashed” versus “hit” each 
other, those who heard “smashed” 
later recalled seeing broken glass 
that never existed.

► Misinformation
Exposure to incorrect informa-

tion after an event can reshape 
your original memory. For 
instance, hearing others describe 
an accident can alter what you 
remember about it. This “post-
event information effect” is why 
eyewitness accounts often contra-

dict each other—and why news 
reports can unintentionally rein-
force errors.

► Imagination Inflation
Simply imagining an event can 

make it feel real. Studies show that 
people who imagine themselves 
doing an action—like shaking 
hands with a famous person—may 
later “remember” it as a genuine 
experience.

► Association & Repetition
Memories from different experi-

ences can merge. Repeating a false 
detail, even jokingly (“Remember 
that time we met Taylor Swift?”), 
can eventually make it feel authen-
tic. The more often we recall 
or retell a memory, the more it 
evolves—often in subtle, unnoticed 
ways.

Famous and Everyday Exam-
ples

► The Mandela Effect
Many people vividly “remem-

ber” Nelson Mandela dying in 
prison in the 1980s, though he 
was released and lived until 2013. 
This collective misremembering, 
known as the Mandela Effect, 
includes other pop-culture mix-
ups like “Berenstain Bears” (often 
recalled as Berenstein) or the non-
existent “Shazaam” movie star-
ring Sinbad.

► Eyewitness Testimony
In legal settings, false memories 

can have devastating consequenc-
es. The Innocence Project reports 
that about 70% of wrongful con-
victions overturned by DNA evi-
dence involved mistaken eyewit-
ness identification—often shaped 
by suggestive questioning or stress 
during the event.

► Pop Culture Misquotes
Fans of Star Wars often quote 

Darth Vader as saying, “Luke, I am 
your father,” when the real line is 
“No, I am your father.” Similarly, 
many believe the Monopoly man 
wears a monocle—he doesn’t. 
These examples show how repeti-
tion and cultural sharing reinforce 
collective false memories.

► Everyday Mix-Ups
You might swear you left your 

phone on your desk when it’s 
really in your bag. Or remember 
eating a cereal from childhood that 
wasn’t sold until years later. Fam-
ilies often argue over “who said 
what” during a holiday dinner—
each person certain their memory 
is correct.

Why It Matters
False memories aren’t just 

amusing—they have serious impli-
cations:
● In the legal system: Eyewit-

ness errors can send inno-
cent people to prison.

● In therapy: Suggestive 
techniques, especially in 
recovering “repressed 
memories,” may create false 
recollections of  traumatic 
events.

● In daily life: Misremember-
ing details can affect rela-
tionships, job performance, 
and personal credibility.

Understanding false memories 
helps us recognize the fragility of  
human memory—and why humil-
ity in our certainty is sometimes 
necessary.

Tips to Reduce False Memories
Although we can’t eliminate 

false memories, we can reduce 

their impact with mindful strate-
gies:
1. Write Early: Record details 

soon after events—journal-
ing locks memories before 
they distort.

2. Beware of  Suggestion: 
Ask neutral, open-ended 
questions when discussing 
events.

3. Cross-Check Facts: Com-
pare your memories with 
reliable evidence like mes-
sages or photos.

4. Avoid Filling Gaps: If  
unsure, resist the urge to 
“fill in” missing details.

5. Practice Mindful Recall: 
Ask, “Did I see this, or did 
someone tell me about it?”

6. Limit Group Influence: 
Just because others agree 
doesn’t mean it’s true.

7. Use External Reminders: 
Photos, notes, and record-
ings serve as memory 
anchors.

8. Keep Your Brain Healthy: 
Good sleep, nutrition, and 
mental balance strengthen 
accurate recall.

Conclusion
The false memory effect reveals 

an essential truth: our minds are 
storytellers, not cameras. Memo-
ry’s power lies in its flexibility—
it helps us learn, empathize, and 
imagine—but that same flexibility 
makes it unreliable.

By staying self-aware, docu-
menting key moments, and ques-
tioning our recollections, we can 
protect ourselves from the subtle 
distortions that memory weaves 
over time.

So next time you’re sure of  a 
memory, pause and ask:

Is this what truly happened—or 
what my mind made me believe?

Author is Faculty of  
Mathematics, Skyline University 

College, University City of  
Sharjah. He can be mailed at 

reyaz.ahmad@skylineuniversity.ac.ae

White Collar Terror: The New Face of Extremism

DR. PIYUSH RAJA

The blast that shook Delhi on Novem-
ber 10, 2025, killed 13 innocent people and 
injured over 25 others. What started as 
a suspected accident soon turned into 
something far more sinister. Police inves-
tigations revealed a shocking truth: the 
attack was carried out by educated doc-
tors, not desperate militants hiding in the 
mountains. This was white-collar terror 
at its most dangerous. The explosion 
happened at 6:52 pm near the Red Fort 
Metro Station. A Hyundai i20 car regis-
tered in Haryana was standing at a traffic 
signal when it exploded. CCTV footage 
showed the driver wearing a black mask. 
The car had been parked for nearly three 
hours at Sunehri Masjid parking before 
it moved towards the signal. The blast 
was so powerful that several vehicles 
caught fire, and people ran for their lives 
in Chandni Chowk.

The Professional Terror Network: 
When the National Investigation Agency 
took over the case, they discovered a well-
planned terror network run by doctors. Six 
doctors, two clerics, and at least 18 people 
have been arrested so far. The network 
was linked to Jaish-e-Mohammed, a 
Pakistan-based terror group, and Ansar 
Ghazwat-ul-Hind, an Al Qaeda affiliate. 
The main accused was Dr. Umar Moham-
mad Nabi, a 36-year-old MBBS doctor 
from Pulwama who worked at Al-Falah 
Medical College in Faridabad. He had been 
living in Faridabad for two years, quietly 
collecting explosives for the terror attack. 
DNA tests confirmed that he died in the 
suicide blast. Police found nearly 2,900 
kilograms of explosives from different 
locations in Faridabad, along with AK-47 
rifles, timers, and batteries. This was not 
meant to be a small attack. Investigators 
believe the group planned multiple serial 
blasts like the Mumbai attacks of 26/11. 
But when police started raiding their hide-
outs, the attackers panicked and carried 
out the blast in a hurry.

The Doctor Who Became a Bomber: 

Dr. Umar had come to Delhi from Kash-
mir in March 2024. He registered the car 
in his name after buying it from someone 
named Tariq Malik. His family, including 
his mother Shameema Bano and brothers 
Aashiq and Jahangir, have been taken into 
custody for questioning. The family claims 
they had no idea about his activities. Intel-
ligence reports show that funding for this 
operation came from Pakistan through 
Telegram channels and cryptocurrency. 
The group had direct links with Masood 
Azhar, the chief of Jaish-e-Mohammed.

More Doctors in the Network: The 
second key person arrested is Dr. Adil 
Rather, also known as Adeel Ahmad. He 
is from Kazigunj, Kulgam, in Jammu and 
Kashmir. After completing his MBBS from 
GMC Srinagar, he was working as a senior 
resident at Anantnag GMC. In October 
2024, he moved to a private hospital 
in Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh. Police 
arrested him on November 5 for putting 
up Jaish posters. An AK-47 rifle was found 
in his locker, and his phone showed links to 
radicalization and terror funding on Tele-
gram. Dr. Mujammil Shakeel, a 35-year-old 
doctor from Pulwama, was working as an 
assistant professor at Al-Falah University. 
He was arrested in Faridabad on Novem-
ber 9. Police recovered 2,900 kilograms 
of explosives and weapons from rented 
houses in Dhauj and Fatehpur Taga. He 
had been declared wanted on October 30 
in connection with Jaish posters found in 
the region.

The Female Commander: One of the 
most shocking arrests was that of Dr. 
Shaheen Shahid, a 40-year-old doctor 
from Lal Bagh, Lucknow. She was the 
Indian head of Jamaat-ul-Mominat, the 
women's wing of Jaish-e-Mohammed. 
She was directly connected to Sadia, 
the sister of Masood Azhar. Dr. Shaheen 
worked at Al-Falah Hospital and had been 
collecting explosives for two years. When 
police arrested her on November 9, they 
found an AK-47, a pistol, and magazines in 
her Maruti Swift car. Her brother, Dr. Parvez 
Ansari, was a professor at Integral Univer-
sity in Lucknow. He suddenly quit his job by 
email on November 7, raising suspicions 
that he was trying to escape. The UP Anti-
Terrorist Squad quickly arrested him. The 
Maruti Swift Dzire from which weapons 
were recovered was registered in his name. 
Call records between Shaheen and Parvez 
after the blast contained suspicious code 
words and timing details.

More Suspects Under Scanner: Dr. 
Sajjad Ahmad Malla from Bandjoo vil-
lage, Pulwama, worked at the prestigious 
SMHS Hospital in Srinagar. He was a close 
friend of Dr. Umar Mohammad Nabi. 

Jammu and Kashmir Police detained 
him on November 11 for questioning. 
Dr. Tajamul Ahmad Malik from Kulgam 
also worked at SMHS Hospital. He was 
detained on November 11 after his name 
appeared in digital chats and phone 
records linked to Umar and Mujammil. 
After 12 hours of questioning, the police 
released him but kept his mobile phone for 
further data analysis. Dr. Nisar-ul-Hasan, 
a senior resident at Al-Falah Medical Col-
lege, is currently missing. He previously 
worked at SMHS Hospital in Srinagar as an 
assistant professor but was fired in 2023 
over suspected anti-national activities. 
He disappeared after the Delhi blast. NIA 
is checking his phone records, emails, and 
CCTV footage to trace his location.

Wider Crackdown: Apart from the 
doctors, police have arrested or detained 
several other people, including four lab 
technicians from Al-Falah Medical College, 
nine suspects from Kanpur, and ten from 
Faridabad and Delhi. Even the car dealers 
who sold vehicles to the accused are being 
questioned. The families of the arrested 
doctors are in shock. Dr. Umar's mother 
and brothers insist they knew nothing 
about his terror activities. The families 
of other doctors have expressed similar 
disbelief.

Government Response: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi visited LNJP Hospital the 
day after the blast to meet the injured and 
the families of the victims. Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah made it clear that all those 
responsible will face full punishment and 
nobody will be spared. The government 
has issued a high alert across the coun-
try. Vehicles using CNG and LPG are being 
checked thoroughly, especially on NH-44. 
Patrolling has been doubled in Gujarat, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar. The Indian 
Medical Association expressed deep grief 
over the incident and called it an attack 
on humanity. The United States and Brit-
ain immediately issued travel advisories 
asking their citizens to be careful in Delhi. 
NIA has started tracing Jaish's financial 
network, focusing on crypto transactions 
and Telegram channels. So far, over 400 
search operations have been conducted 
and more than 500 people questioned. 
The investigation has now expanded to 
Maharashtra.

The New Face of Terror: This incident 
has revealed a frightening new pattern 
in terrorism. These are not uneducated 
militants from remote villages. They are 
doctors who treat patients during the day 
and plan mass murder at night. They hold 
respectable positions in hospitals and 
medical colleges. They speak both the 
language of science and the language of 

hate. The white collar terror module shows 
how terrorism is changing in India. The 
enemy no longer just comes from across 
the border with guns. The enemy can 
be sitting in a hospital, wearing a white 
coat, with access to labs and chemicals. 
This makes detection extremely difficult 
because these people do not fit the tradi-
tional profile of terrorists. Security experts 
say this is the biggest challenge for Indian 
intelligence agencies. How do you identify 
a doctor who is plotting terror? How do 
you separate a genuine medical profes-
sional from one who is radicalized? The 
usual surveillance methods do not work 
on educated, professional people who 
know how to avoid detection.

Questions That Remain: The biggest 
question is how such a large terror network 
operated for so long without being detect-
ed. Dr. Mujammil and Dr. Shaheen had 
been collecting explosives for two years. 
Dr. Umar lived in Faridabad for two years. 
How did nobody notice anything suspi-
cious? Radicalization occurred through 
online channels, especially Telegram. This 
shows how difficult it has become to track 
terror activities in the digital age. Terrorists 
no longer need physical training camps. 
They can be radicalized sitting at home, 
watching videos, and reading messages 
on encrypted apps. Another concern is the 
involvement of medical colleges. Al-Falah 
Medical College appears repeatedly in this 
investigation. Were the college authorities 
unaware? How many other educational 
institutions might be hiding similar net-
works?

The Way Forward: India's fight against 
terrorism has entered a new phase. The 
country must now watch not just the 
borders but also hospital wards, college 
campuses, and research labs. Intelligence 
agencies need new methods to detect ide-
ological radicalization among educated 
professionals. At the same time, there is 
a danger of creating suspicion against an 
entire community. Most Muslim doctors 
are patriotic citizens who serve the nation. 
A few radicals should not be allowed to 
destroy the trust between communi-
ties. This is what the terrorists want to 
achieve. As one security analyst noted, 
heavy-handed responses could push 
even uninvolved people towards extrem-
ism, making the problem worse. The NIA 
is doing commendable work in cracking 
down on this network. But the real success 
will be in preventing such networks from 
forming in the first place. That requires 
better monitoring of online radicalization, 
stricter checks on educational institutions, 
and most importantly, building a society 
where young people do not fall prey to 

extremist ideology. The Delhi blast was 
a wake-up call. Terror has put on a white 
collar. The nation must respond with intel-
ligence, precision, and unity.

Conclusion: The November 10 Delhi 
blast has exposed a disturbing reality that 
India can no longer ignore. Terrorism has 
evolved from armed militants in border 
areas to educated professionals in white 
coats working in the heart of our cities. The 
involvement of at least six doctors in this 
attack shows that radicalization knows 
no boundaries of education or profession. 
This investigation has brought several 
uncomfortable truths to light. First, our 
traditional methods of identifying terror-
ists are no longer enough. Second, online 
radicalization through encrypted apps has 
made it easy for terror groups to recruit 
from any part of society. Third, the time 
gap between radicalization and action 
can be years, making detection extremely 
difficult. The arrest of 18 people and the 
recovery of nearly three tonnes of explo-
sives prevented what could have been a 
series of deadly attacks across Delhi.

The quick action by NIA, Delhi Police, 
and UP Anti-Terrorist Squad saved count-
less lives. However, the fact that this net-
work operated for over two years raises 
serious questions about our intelligence-
gathering capabilities. Going forward, 
India needs a multi-pronged strategy. 
Intelligence agencies must develop new 
tools to monitor digital radicalization. 
Medical colleges and hospitals need 
stricter background checks for staff. At the 
same time, society must not let fear create 
divisions. The vast majority of doctors and 
medical professionals are dedicated to 
saving lives, not taking them.

The families of the 13 innocent victims 
deserve justice. The nation owes it to them 
to ensure that such attacks never happen 
again. As Home Minister Amit Shah 
promised, every person involved in this 
conspiracy must face the full force of the 
law. But beyond punishment, India must 
focus on prevention, building a system 
where educated youth are not vulnerable 
to extremist ideology. The white collar 
terror network has been broken, but the 
ideology behind it remains. The real vic-
tory will come when no doctor, engineer, 
or teacher ever thinks of betraying the 
oath they took to serve humanity. Until 
then, vigilance must remain our constant 
companion.

Author is Global Educator, 
Poet, Reviewer, Global Peace 

Advocate. He can be mailed at 
piyushraja2009@gmail.com
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Children's Day: Celebrating the 
dreams and future of  nation

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

C
hildren's Day is celebrat-
ed with great enthusi-
asm in India every year 
on November 14th. This 

day marks the birth anniversary 
of  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
first Prime Minister of  indepen-
dent India. Because of  his deep 
love and affection for children, 
children affectionately called 
him "Chacha Nehru." Nehru 
believed that "today's children 
are tomorrow's future; giving 
them the right direction is true 
national service." He believed 
that if  children were provided 
with the right environment, 
education, and opportunities, 
they could take India to greater 
heights of  global glory.

Nehru saw a glimpse of  India's 
bright future in children. He 
said that the true wealth of  any 
nation lies in its children—not 
its army or wealth. Children pos-
sess boundless energy, imagina-
tion, and creativity, which, if  
channeled properly, can become 
a society's greatest strength. 
Along with building indepen-
dent India, he also prioritized 
the development of  children. 
Under his leadership, numerous 
programs related to education, 
science, and child welfare were 
launched. He founded institu-
tions for children such as the 
National Children's Fund, Bal 
Bhavan, and the Shishu Kalyan 
Parishad, all of  which aimed to 
nurture children's talents and 
inspire them on creative paths.

Children's Day is not just a 

memorial day, but a symbol of  
the vision that places children at 
the center of  the nation. On this 
occasion, we should reflect on the 
circumstances in which our chil-
dren are growing up today. The 
technological revolution in the 
modern era has impacted chil-
dren's lives in many ways. While 
the internet, mobile phones, and 
social media have opened doors 
to knowledge, they have also 

weakened the innocence and 
tradition of  communication of  
childhood. Children now spend 
more time on screens than on 
playgrounds. The very nature 
of  education has been reduced 
to a race for marks, where moral-
ity and sensitivity are being left 
behind.

Today's children are blessed 
with immense potential, but the 
burden of  competition and suc-
cess has become overwhelming. 

Both parents and society place 
a mountain of  expectations on 
them. This pressure is causing 
many children to suffer from 
mental stress, depression, and 
fear. This situation is worry-
ing, because the foundation of  a 
healthy society is strengthened 
only by a happy, healthy, and 
secure childhood.

In this context, Children's Day 
reminds us that children are not 

just the responsibility of  par-
ents, but the heritage of  society 
as a whole. Within every child 
lies an artist, scientist, teacher, 
or leader. We need only to rec-
ognize and encourage them. 
The education system must be 
transformed so that it is not 
solely exam-based, but rather 
grounded in experiences, values, 
and creativity. Today, there is a 
need to make sports, music, art, 
and literature an integral part of  

school education so that children 
can learn to live life to the fullest.

The India that Nehru envi-
sioned was not just economically 
or technologically progressive, 
but one rich in human values. 
He inspired children to prog-
ress with the spirit of  freedom, 
equality, and fraternity. For him, 
education was not just a means 
of  knowledge, but the founda-
tion of  nation-building. Nehru 

established institutions like the 
IITs, IISc, and the National Sci-
ence Policy to promote a scien-
tific temper, so that future gen-
erations could contribute to the 
building of  a modern India.

Today, as we celebrate Chil-
dren's Day, it is also a time for 
introspection. Have we created 
an environment conducive to 
the development of  children, in 
accordance with Nehru's ideals? 
Is every child receiving equal 

opportunity, education, and pro-
tection? The reality is that even 
today, millions of  children in our 
country are deprived of  educa-
tion, and many are victims of  
child labor and child abuse. The 
situation of  child protection is 
equally worrying in both rural 
and urban areas.

If  we are to truly understand 
the meaning of  Children's Day, 
we must address these chal-

lenges. Society must recognize 
that the progress of  any nation 
is linked to the well-being of  its 
children. Protecting children's 
rights is not achieved simply 
by enacting laws, but by build-
ing a sensitive society. We must 
ensure that no child goes to bed 
hungry, no child lives in fear, and 
every child has the opportunity 
to fulfill their dreams.

In modern India, both the gov-
ernment and society have made 

efforts towards child rights. Ini-
tiatives like the National Policy 
for Children (2013), the Samagra 
Shiksha Abhiyan, the Poshan 
Abhiyaan, and the National 
Commission for Protection of  
Child Rights (NCPCR) are com-
mendable steps in this direc-
tion. However, policies alone 
are not enough unless they are 
implemented effectively at the 
grassroots level. Every school, 
every parent, and every citizen 
must become sensitized in this 
direction.

Children's Day also reminds 
us that a child's laughter is the 
purest music. When a child 
smiles fearlessly, it is the smile 
of  the nation's soul. We must 
ensure that this smile never 
fades. This requires not just 
government policies, but social 
cooperation and family affection.

Children need inspiration, 
not just information. They need 
examples, not just books. If  we 
embrace morality, empathy, and 
compassion in our lives, our chil-
dren will learn from them. The 
family is a child's first school, 
where they learn values, coop-
eration, and harmony.

Today's Children's Day gives 
us an opportunity to pledge to 
create a society for our children 
where they can think without 
fear, realize their dreams, and 
shape India's future with their 
creativity. Nehru's dream will 
only be realized when every child 
is safe, educated, and happy.

Children's Day is not just a 
celebration of  children, but a 
symbol of  a new beginning for 
humanity. This day reminds us 
that childhood is not just a mile-
stone, but a beautiful stage of  life, 
filled with the purest forms of  
hope, energy, and love. We must 
protect this childhood and let it 
blossom, because where children 
smile, a nation blossoms.

Author is a research scholar 
in political science. She can 
be mailed at priyankasau-

rabh9416@gmail.com

Bihar Results: Rise of 

New Dawn of Good Governance
LALIT GARG

T
he historic and extraordi-
nary victory of  the NDA in 
the Bihar Assembly elec-
tions has once again made 

it evident that the charismatic per-
sonality of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the strategic brilliance of  Home 
Minister Amit Shah, and their wide-
spread public acceptance continue to 
play a decisive role in Indian politics.

This victory is not merely an 
electoral success but a blueprint for 
Bihar’s future. The experienced lead-
ership of  Nitish Kumar, the organi-
zational strength of  the BJP, and the 
impressive performance of  the rising 
young star Chirag Paswan together 
turned this election into a remark-
able mandate for the NDA. The coali-
tion’s victory rests significantly on 
its ten major promises, including the 
‘Panchamrit Guarantee’, employ-
ment generation, free education, 
women-centric schemes, agricultural 
reform, and infrastructural develop-
ment. This election was also special 
because Bihar witnessed the highest 
voter turnout since 1951.

This year, Bihar recorded a 67.13% 
voter turnout—9.6% higher than the 
previous assembly election. Women 
outpaced men in voting by a margin 
of  8.15%. Men recorded a 62.98% turn-
out, whereas women reached 71.78%. 
The state has 3.51 crore women voters 
and 3.93 crore men voters, with a 
total electorate of  7.45 crore. The 
NDA crossed the 200-seat mark in 
the early trends, and women voters 
played the most decisive role in this 
sweeping mandate. It is evident that 
Bihar’s women voted overwhelmingly 
for stability and development. As a 
result, the NDA emerged victorious, 
Bihar emerged victorious—and the 
arrogance of  the Mahagathbandhan 

collapsed.
The crushing defeat of  the Maha-

gathbandhan raises serious ques-
tions. Crowds did gather at opposi-
tion rallies, and fiery speeches were 
made, yet the opposition failed to earn 
the trust of  the people. Their leader-
ship appeared unclear, their strategy 
weak, and their vision for develop-
ment and governance largely absent. 
Voters feared that a change of  power 
would bring instability rather than 
progress. While the Mahagathband-
han repeatedly invoked slogans of  
social justice and recalled the past, 
today's Bihar demands far more—

employment, safety, law and order, 
and continuity in basic services. The 
opposition could not present a con-
crete and credible roadmap on these 
issues. Consequently, their loud rhet-
oric did not influence voters; in fact, 
it backfired.

On the other hand, the NDA 
anchored its campaign on the theme 
of  “Stability & Development.” Modi’s 
national appeal, the welfare-oriented 
policies of  the central government, 
and Nitish Kumar’s image as a torch-
bearer of  good governance reassured 
voters that this alliance represented 
experience, trust, development, and 

policy consistency. Nitish Kumar 
may have been criticized for political 
shifts, but his image as an adminis-
trator committed to improving law 
and order, women’s empowerment, 
road development, and educational 
reforms remained intact. The NDA 
greatly benefited from this percep-
tion. The BJP’s robust booth-level 
network strengthened voter outreach 
and reinforced the belief  that a strong 
Centre–State coordination would 
accelerate Bihar’s progress.

A significant highlight of  this elec-
tion was the rise of  Chirag Paswan. 
He proved that he is not a “pawn” 

of  anyone but a decisive force in the 
making. His aggressive and confi-
dent campaign infused new energy 
among the youth and Dalits. His role 
within the NDA was not symbolic 
but grounded in real electoral influ-
ence. His impressive grip over several 
seats signalled that he could redefine 
Bihar’s political landscape in the 
coming years. His growing popular-
ity may pose a balancing challenge 
for Nitish Kumar, yet if  the alliance 
maintains coordination, Bihar could 
benefit from a stronger collective 
leadership.

The key question now is: in which 
direction will Bihar move after this 
historic victory? Public expectations 
are high—demanding a safe society, 
sensitive administration, effective 
control of  corruption, and acceler-
ated development. Law and order 
remain the most sensitive issue in 
Bihar’s politics. People want better 
crime control, a more modern and 
accountable police system, and faster 
justice delivery. With resources at 
both the state and central levels, the 
NDA is expected to write the “second 
chapter of  good governance.” The 
BJP is not only the largest party but 
appears capable of  surpassing the 
majority mark even without the JDU.

This reduces Nitish Kumar’s bar-
gaining power significantly, though 
the BJP’s top leadership has repeat-
edly affirmed that he will remain the 
Chief  Minister regardless of  the final 
arithmetic. The JDU also echoed this 
stance. Meanwhile, women voters 
emerged as the true game-changers, 
influenced strongly by the Bihar gov-
ernment's recent transfer of  ₹10,000 
into women’s accounts under the 
employment scheme. This develop-
ment dealt a major blow to the Maha-
gathbandhan.

Clearly, Bihar’s electorate dis-

played vigilance and wisdom. They 
understand that merely changing 
governments is not as important as 
changing political culture—ensuring 
integrity, development, law and order, 
and administrative accountability. 
This election did not merely decide 
assembly seats; it marked a shift 
from Bihar’s troubled past toward 
a brighter future. Bihar has long 
been associated with backwardness, 
corruption, and chaos, but concrete 
solutions seldom emerged. Today, a 
renewed sense of  trust in Modi’s lead-
ership is visible. Over the past two 
decades, Bihar has undergone signifi-
cant improvement, overcoming the 
disorder of  earlier regimes. The sur-
prising results also reflect the impact 
of  Nitish Kumar’s announcements—
especially large-scale schemes for 
women, the disabled, and the elderly.

This mandate must be viewed not 
just as a triumph of  political strategy 
but as a verdict of  public confidence. 
It is both an opportunity and a chal-
lenge for the BJP, JDU, and LJP (Ram 
Vilas). They must now prove that the 
brilliance of  their election slogans 
can shine equally in governance. The 
people of  Bihar rejected the tall claims 
of  the Mahagathbandhan, its dynas-
tic politics, and the abrasive tone of  
its loud leaders. They voted instead 
for stability, honest leadership, and 
sustained development. Once again, 
the Congress suffered a humiliating 
defeat, demanding serious introspec-
tion. The NDA’s victory is not merely 
a change of  government—it marks 
the dawn of  a new destiny for Bihar. 
Only time will tell whether this dawn 
becomes a true sunrise or remains a 
glow of  political illumination.

The author can be mailed at 
lalit.r.garg@gmail.com
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NC faces shocking
 has lost this Shia-majority constituency 

since 1977. The victory raises PDP's strength 
in the J&K Assembly to four seats.

According to details available, indepen-
dent candidate Jibran Dar secured 7,152 
votes, placing him third in the Budgam by-
poll. Another independent, Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, finished with 3,089 votes, while yet 
another independent, Muntazir Mohi-ud-Din, 
obtained 3,030 votes.

The “None of  the Above” (NOTA) option 
in the Budgam contest recorded 544 votes, a 
measurable but minor protest vote in what 
had traditionally been a one-party seat.

Meanwhile, in Nagrota, BJP candidate 
Devyani Rana won by a massive margin of  
24,647 votes, polling 42,350 votes against her 
nearest rival Harsh Dev Singh of  Jammu 
and Kashmir National Panthers Party who 
secured 17,703 votes. National Conference 
candidate Shamim Begum finished third with 
10,872 votes.

The Budgam constituency had been a reli-
able NC bastion since 1977, when Ghulam 
Hussain Geelani began the party's domina-
tion. The only exception was in 1972 when the 
NC boycotted polls across J&K.

The bypoll was necessitated after Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah vacated the seat fol-
lowing his parallel victory from Ganderbal in 
last year's assembly polls. Before Abdullah, 
the seat had been represented for three con-
secutive terms by Srinagar MP Agha Ruhul-
lah Mehdi from 2002 to 2014.

In the final 72 hours of  campaigning, CM 
Omar deployed the full strength of  the gov-
ernment and party machinery, with cabinet 
ministers, MLAs and senior leaders concen-
trating their efforts across Budgam. However, 
the late push failed to counter the Ruhullah 
factor.

The PDP, sensing an opportunity, mounted 
a well-organised campaign. Party president 
Mehbooba Mufti led from the front, supported 
by MLAs Waheed Para, Mohammad Fayaz 
and Mohammad Rafiq Naik. Their ground 
mobilisation, combined with Muntazir's 
family influence as the son of  prominent 
cleric and former separatist Agha Syed 
Hassan, helped overturn NC's long-standing 
advantage.

Muntazir, a law graduate from Amity Uni-
versity, New Delhi, had contested the 2023-24 
assembly polls as well, losing to CM Omar 
by over 18,000 votes. This time, the political 
calculus worked in his favor.

In Nagrota, the BJP's victory was compre-
hensive. Devyani Rana, daughter of  late BJP 
leader Devinder Singh Rana, secured a com-
manding win in the bypoll triggered by her 
father's demise in October last year.

The voter turnout stood at an impres-
sive 75.08%, slightly lower than the 77.66% 
recorded in the 2024 Assembly elections. The 
Congress opted not to field a candidate, while 
a BJP rebel, Anil Sharma, managed only 842 
votes.

Other contenders included Bodh Raj (Apni 
Party) with 392 votes, Joginder Singh (AAP) 
with 359 votes, and independents Gulzar 
Hussain (331 votes) and Shah Mohammad 
(288 votes). A total of  349 votes were cast for 
NOTA.

Interacting with the media after her victo-
ry, Devyani Rana said that the victory belongs 
to her father's legacy. “I am humbled by the 
faith the people have shown in the BJP and in 
our family's commitment to Nagrota. I pledge 
to work tirelessly to fulfill their aspirations 
and honor my father's legacy.”

Meanwhile, PM Modi hailed the twin BJP 
victories in Nagrota and Odisha's Nuapada. 
“I thank the people of  Nagrota in Jammu and 
Kashmir as well as Nuapada in Odisha for 
blessing the BJP with spectacular victories 
in the by-polls. Congratulations to the newly 
elected MLAs Devyani Rana Ji and Jay Dhola-
kia Ji. Wishing them the very best in serving 
the people”—(KNO)

In a first, PDP
According to the figures available, PDP’s 

Aga Syed Muntazir Mehdi secured 21,576 
votes, while NC’s Aga Syed Mahmood Al-
Mosavi bagged 17,098 votes, giving the PDP a 
winning margin of  4,478 votes.

The victory marks a significant break-
through for the party, which had never won 
Budgam in any previous assembly election.

The by-election was necessitated after 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah, who won both 
Ganderbal and Budgam seats last year, chose 
to retain Ganderbal, leaving Budgam vacant.

Despite Budgam being an NC stronghold, 
historically held by the Aga family, the par-
ty’s campaign appeared visibly weaker this 
time.

Senior NC leader and MP Aga Syed Ruhul-
la Mehdi, who holds substantial influence in 
the constituency, did not campaign for the 
party candidate.

Political observers say this contributed to 
a split in NC’s traditional vote base, benefit-
ing the PDP.

For the PDP, the victory marks a crucial 
political milestone. Until now, the party had 
only three members in the Jammu & Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly. With this win, the PDP 
will now have four MLAs, strengthening its 
position in the House.

The seat has historically remained out of  
the PDP’s reach.

In 2024, Omar Abdullah (NC) defeated 
PDP’s Muntazir Mehdi by 18,485 votes; in 2014, 
2008 and 2002, NC’s Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi 
won consecutively and in 1996, NC’s Syed Gh. 
Hussain Geelani won the seat.

With a strong margin and a historic break-
through, PDP’s victory in Budgam is being 
seen as a sign of  shifting political winds in 
central Kashmir.

The party leadership is expected to capital-
ise on this momentum as it prepares for the 
next political cycle—(KNO)

Going has never been
in Jammu Kashmir is a sign that the UT 

is shedding its past and moving towards a 
bright future, however, this transformation 
is causing great pain to some people.

There are still some elements hiding within 
the society, who are trying to radicalise our 
youth. Several such cases have come to our 
attention in the recent past. We must root out 
such elements from society. We must isolate 
terror elements and ensure the vital sup-
port systems necessary for their existence is 
denied. Collective action of  society will prove 
to be the last nail in the coffin of  terrorism," 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Er. Gulam Ali Khatana and Shri Sat 
Sharma, Members of  Parliament, Rajya 
Sabha; Shri Bharat Bhushan, Chairman, Dis-
trict Development Council Jammu; Members 
of  Legislative Assembly; Shri Nalin Prab-
hat, DGP; Administrative secretaries; senior 
officials, prominent citizens, students, and 
people from different walks of  life attended 
the valedictory function.

NMC deregisters
multiple sections of  the UAPA, including 

provisions relating to unlawful activities, ter-
rorist acts, raising funds, recruitment, and 
harbouring.

The NMC said the conduct of  the doc-
tors was “prima facie inconsistent with the 
standards of  ethical propriety, integrity and 
public trust” required under the Indian Medi-
cal Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette 
and Ethics) Regulations, 2002.

The order states that the four individuals 
“shall cease to practice medicine or hold any 
medical appointment till further orders”. All 
State Medical Councils have been instructed 
to enforce the directive—(KNO)

Nagrota, Budgam results
Sharma said he had predicted the NC’s 

defeat earlier, sensing the discontent among 
youth, women and the elderly. “I said 15 days 
ago that they would lose on the 14th. People 
have rejected family dictatorship,” he added.

Responding to questions about the BJP’s 
performance in Budgam, Sharma said the 
party has made significant inroads. “We did 
not contest in 2024, but this time we fielded 
Agha Mohsin. We are ahead of  many regional 
parties,” he said.

On whether the BJP would open its account 
in Kashmir in upcoming elections, Sharma 
said the party has emerged as a strong alter-
native. “The people of  Kashmir now see the 
BJP as an option. Just as they rejected the 
PDP and are rejecting the Abdullah family 
today, we believe they will choose the BJP in 
the future,” he said.

Commenting on internal issues within the 
National Conference and the so-called “Aunty 
government,” Sharma said the public verdict 
is clear. “The war against nepotism has begun 
in J&K. The prepaid-meter policy and mis-
governance have been rejected in Budgam. 

This result is the answer,” he added—(KNO)

Ruhullah backed a man
About the Budgam results, the Chief  Min-

ister said, “We fought the election to win, but 
in Budgam, the people had a different opin-
ion. We wanted development for Budgam and 
a close relationship with the government. The 
party will now analyse the results and think 
about the loopholes and areas where we need 
to focus."

He added, "If  there is a need to change 
things within the organisation or in govern-
ment functioning, we will do that. Although 
the results have been declared today, we won’t 
act in haste. But I urge the party president Dr 
Farooq Abdullah to call a Working Commit-
tee meeting to discuss the defeat in Nagrota 
and Budgam.”

Replying to a query, Omar said that when 
he sees the Bihar results, his own defeat 
doesn’t hurt him as much. “I knew the contest 
in Budgam would be tough. The people there 
don’t cast their votes based on development; 
rather, a large group of  voters cast their votes 
in favour of  a particular person,” he said.

About the dismantling of  a house in Pulwa-
ma today, the CM said if  such measures could 
stop terrorism, they would have stopped it 
earlier. “Many houses have been dismantled 
since the Pahalgam attack, but has terrorism 
stopped? I fear such actions will only increase 
anger. However, such decisions are not in our 
hands. Those with authority should recon-
sider whether this will help stop terrorism,” 
he said.

Omar said he himself  served as Chief  
Minister for six years, and security was his 
responsibility. “Every year, militancy-related 
attacks were reduced. But we never felt the 
need to dismantle houses,” he said—(KNO)

CS launches Single
for every cadre are hosted on the portal to 

facilitate transparency and ease of  access.
Commending the ARI & Trainings Depart-

ment and BISAG-N for developing the plat-
form in a time-bound manner, he urged them 
to initiate work on a similar digital system for 
conducting Departmental Promotion Com-
mittees (DPCs), with integrated hosting of  
employee seniority lists to ensure timely pro-
motions and prevent administrative delays.

Speaking at the launch, Commissioner 
Secretary, ARI & Trainings Department, 
ShabnamKamili, highlighted that the newly 
launched Single Window System will signifi-
cantly streamline the entire Recruitment 
Rules lifecycle by making each stage digitally 
traceable.

She said the platform brings clar-
ity, accountability, and standardization into 
recruitment-related decision-making and 
is expected to substantially reduce delays, 
minimize litigation, and ensure timely career 
progression for employees across all cadres. 
The initiative, she added, is fully aligned with 
the Government’s vision of  leveraging tech-
nology to advance administrative reforms.

During the event, it was revealed that 
the new portal will feature integration with 
e-Office, supported by fixed timelines for each 
stage of  processing, with a maximum cap of  
30 days to ensure time-bound outcomes. To 
promote uniformity and ease of  use, stan-
dardized formats will be adopted across all 
departments.

In addition, a robust capacity building 
programme is being formulated to train des-
ignated Nodal Officers in every department, 
ensuring the successful and effective rollout 
of  the system across all the Departments in 
the UT government.

NC loses Budgam
influential Shia leader and now a Lok 

Sabha MP.
Ruhullah, who had fiercely campaigned for 

Omar Abdullah in the 2024 assembly battle, 
later distanced himself  from his own party, 
accusing it of  drifting away from the com-
mitments made before the Assembly polls. 
His refusal to join the campaign for NC candi-
date Aga Mehmood created what one analyst 
called “a silence louder than speeches.”

If  Ruhullah’s withdrawal deflated NC’s 
traditional machinery, PDP’s Waheed Para 
supplied the counterweight and, as analysts 
agree, the momentum. Para’s long, persis-
tent street-level mobilisation from neigh-

bourhood clusters to Shia mohallas built a 
network of  micro-engagements that reshaped 
voter behaviour in a constituency that rarely 
shifts. His presence was constant, granular, 
and highly visible.

“Para’s campaign didn’t just reach voters, 
it sat with them,” a senior political observer 
said. “Against NC’s absence of  star power, it 
turned into a Parra-mount push.”

Though the result appeared dramatic, 
political watchers say the ground had been 
softening for a year. Discontent over local 
issues, a growing youth pushback, and the 
perception of  an ageing political order had 
begun to erode the NC’s cushion—(KNO)

Budgam verdict ‘people’s 
reply

Budgam were neglected in 2024, today 
the people of  Budgam have given a befitting 
reply,” he said.

Mehdi added that the by-election result 
would have wider political implications 
across the Union Territory. “If  we want to 
bring about a change in the lives of  the people 
of  J&K, it will start with Budgam,” he said.

He also said the verdict sends a clear signal 
to the National Conference (NC), which had 
held the constituency for decades. “Today’s 
verdict will force the National Conference to 
fulfil the promises it made to the people of  
J&K,” Mehdi said.

PDP’s win marks the party’s first-ever vic-
tory in Budgam, ending the NC’s long-stand-
ing control over the seat—(KNO)

NDA Secures Decisive
workers at BJP headquarters in Delhi in 

the evening after accepting their greetings 
by waving a 'gamcha'.

While the BJP won 87 seats, up from 74 in 
2020, Nitish Kumar’s Janata Dal(U) tasted 
success in 78 constituencies, up from 43. The 
majority mark in the 243-member Assembly 
is 122. The BJP and the JD(U) were leading in 
two and seven seats respectively.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) seat tally 
slipped to 24 from 75 and Congress bagged 
only six out of  the 61 seats it contested, down 
from 19. RJD was leading in one.

Hailing the NDA's huge win, Prime Minis-
ter Modi said it has given a new 'MY -- Mahila 
and Youth' formula with the people destroy-
ing the "communal MY formula of  the jungle 
raj people".

In an apparent reference to the Muslim-
Yadav support base of  the RJD, Modi said that 
in Bihar some parties had formulated an "MY 
formula" but today's victory has given a new 
"positive MY -- Mahila and Youth" formula.

Overcoming anti-incumbency, Chief  Min-
ister Kumar thanked people of  the state for 
giving a "landslide" victory for the NDA.

"People of  the state have expressed their 
confidence in our government by giving us a 
landslide mandate in the polls. For this, I bow 
to all the esteemed voters of  the state, and 
express my heartfelt gratitude and thanks," 
Kumar wrote in a post on X.

He also expressed gratitude to Prime Min-
ister Modi for his continuous support to the 
NDA government in the state.

A mix of  state and central welfare schemes, 
including the monetary aid to women as part 
of  NDA's women-centric outreach, a constant 
reminder of  the "jungle raj" during the RJD 
rule by Modi and other NDA campaigners and 
the viability of  a “double-engine” government 
appears to have largely contributed to their 
landslide victory.

Navigating the complex caste and commu-
nity dynamics, NDA’s wider caste alliance 
that dented the Mahagatbandhan’s core vote 
bank, multiple welfare schemes targeted at 
Economically Backward Class(EBC) house-
holds, huge support from women who over-
whelmingly supported the liquor ban and 
from young voters also helped the five-party 
alliance. One of  the most striking features of  
this election was the extraordinary turnout 
of  women voters.

The NDA also appeared to have done well 
in Muslim-dominated constituencies, signal-
ling a possible change in voting pattern in 
these segments.

Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj Party (JSP), 
dubbed the ‘X factor’ in the Bihar polls and 
whose candidates were in the fray in all but 
three of  the seats, came a cropper.

The party, floated by the former politi-
cal strategist, failed to galvanise votes in its 

favour, despite a high-pitched campaign and 
raising pressing issues such as unemploy-
ment, migration and dearth of  industries.

Celebrations erupted at the offices of  BJP 
and JD(U) in Patna situated across the street 
from each other, with workers playing drums, 
bursting firecrackers and chanting slogans in 
praise of  their respective leaders.

In front of  the residence of  the chief  min-
ister, the JD(U)'s 75-year-old national presi-
dent, party workers posed for photographs 
holding aloft posters with the caption 'Tiger 
Abhi Zinda Hai'.

'Tiger Abhi Zinda Hai' --the title of  a Bol-
lywood blockbuster --neatly captured the gist 
of  Chief  Minister Kumar's "neither tired nor 
in a mood to retire" stance.

Shocking his rivals, Kumar, an electrical 
engineering graduate, had a point to prove 
in the latest assembly elections, which were 
held amid speculation of  a fatigue factor, if  
not downright anti-incumbency, made worse 
by rumours of  his indifferent health. He is 
Bihar's longest serving chief  minister whilst 
also holding the post for his 9th term.

In the run up to the high stakes polls, 
Kumar, who has earned the nick name of  
'sushasan babu' (the man of  good gover-
nance), aggressively doled out benefits like 
hike in social security pensions and stipends 
for Jeevika and Aasha and Aanganwadi work-
ers, besides the much touted 'Mukhyamantri 
Mahila Rojgar Yojana', as part of  which over 
one crore women have got Rs 10,000 each in 
their bank accounts.

Kumar was not in the electoral fray this 
time too as he has consistently taken the 
legislative council route to enter the state 
legislature.

BJP's performance would further cement 
its position as the numero uno political force 
in the country and also offset whatever set-
back that might have been caused by last 
year's Lok Sabha polls when the party had 
to rely on allies to remain in power in the 
Centre.

The NDA's tally in Bihar comes in the 
backdrop of  the BJP's back-to-back stunning 
performances in Delhi, Maharashtra and 
Haryana. Last year, BJP had won 132 of  the 
149 seats it had contested in Maharashtra. 
The strong backing to Chief  Minister Kumar 
by Modi and his ministers during their poll 
campaign also appeared to have paid rich divi-
dends for the JD(U).

The LJP(RV), headed by Union minister 
Chirag Paswan, the self-declared "Hanuman" 
of  the Prime Minister, which was left with 
only 28 candidates in the fray, with nomina-
tion papers of  one of  its nominees getting 
rejected during scrutiny, won 18 seats and 
was leading in one constituency.

Union minister Jitan Ram Manjhi's Hin-
dustani Awam Morcha and Rajya Sabha MP 
Upendra Kushwah's Rashtriya Lok Morcha, 
both junior partners in the NDA, won five 
and four seats respectively. Both parties had 
contested six seats each. To consolidate Dalit 
support, the BJP banked on its two key allies-
-Manjhi and Paswan.

The Mahagathbandhan, which includes 
the RJD, the Congress and three Left par-
ties, faced a crushing defeat, notwithstanding 
surveys and opinion polls showing its Chief  
Ministerial candidate Tejashwi Yadav as the 
most preferred leader for the top post.

Yadav, who according to Prime Minister 
Modi was declared as a chief  ministerial can-
didate after the RJD put a "katta" on the head 
of  its alliance partners, was trailing initially 
before he recovered ground in Raghopur, the 
RJD stronghold. He defeated BJP candidate 
Satish Kumar by 14,532 votes

Mahagatbahndhan also struggled to retain 
its strongholds. The Muslim and Yadav (M-Y) 
combination traditionally formed the bedrock 
of  the RJD's support base in Bihar.

It was an embarrassing loss of  face for the 
Congress, often seen as a "weak link" in the 
INDIA bloc.

Rahul Gandhi’s poll campaign against 
the BJP that revolved around his "Vote 
Chori"(vote theft) allegations failed to garner 
any support.

Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owais's AIMIM, 
which has often been accused of  being a 
"B-team" of  the BJP, won five seats. The party 
had contested 32 seats.

The NDA's victory in Bihar polls, which 
were held in two phases amid alleged irregu-
larities in revision of  electoral rolls by the 
Election Commission, is also significant as 
many see it as a prelude to assembly polls in 
West Bengal and Assam, scheduled to be held 
in the next six months.(PTI)

India emerges as the world’s 6th largest patent filer with over 64,000 patents: Jitendra Singh
IANS 

NEW DELHI: India has now 
emerged as the world’s 6th 
largest patent filer with over 
64,000 patents, out of  which 
more than 55 per cent are by 
resident Indian innovators, a 
sharp departure from the ear-
lier trend of  innovators depend-
ing on foreign institutions for 
research, mentorship, and proj-
ect completion, Union Minister 
Jitendra Singh said on Friday.

Addressing the Annual Tech 
Fest INNOTECH’25 at KIET 
Deemed University, the Union 
Minister of  State (Indepen-
dent Charge) for Science and 
Technology said that India’s 
remarkable rise in resident 
patent filings reflects the coun-
try’s rapidly maturing innova-

tion ecosystem and its growing 
global competitiveness.

Singh emphasised that this 
shift demonstrates the emer-
gence of  a “most compatible 
milieu at home", enabled by 
sustained policy interventions, 
incentives for research, and an 
enabling environment created 
under the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

He added that what was once 
lacking-policy support and 
institutional patronage, has 
been systematically addressed 
over the last decade, allowing 
young Indian innovators to 
pursue cutting-edge research 
and file high-value patents 
within the country.

Highlighting India’s transi-
tion into a frontline scientific 
nation, the Minister noted that 

the country has climbed from 
Rank 81 to Rank 38 in the Global 
Innovation Index, an extraor-
dinary leap achieved through 

consistency, landmark achieve-
ments, and a sharp national 
focus on science and technology.

He pointed to milestones 

such as Chandrayaan-3, the 
world’s first DNA vaccine 
developed in India, indigenous 
antibiotics, and successful 
gene-therapy trials, stating that 
these represent India’s growing 
scientific capacity and global 
leadership.

The Union minister under-
lined that events like INNO-
TECH’25 reflect the larger 
national ecosystem that now 
prioritises private participation, 
deep-tech entrepreneurship, and 
cross-sector innovation.

He said that expos and con-
claves supported by the Depart-
ment of  Science and Technol-
ogy (DST) are critical in bring-
ing together industry leaders, 
researchers, venture capital-
ists, and young entrepreneurs 
on a single platform, enabling 

faster translation of  ideas into 
commercially viable outcomes.

With more than 20 venture 
capitalists participating in the 
event, the Minister reiterated 
that India’s next technological 
leap would be fuelled by strong 
public-private partnerships.

The Minister also stressed 
the need to break long-held 
myths regarding livelihood and 
careers.

He said that in a rapidly 
transforming India, entrepre-
neurship, start-ups, skilling, 
and applied sciences offer far 
more opportunities than the 
traditional dependency on gov-
ernment jobs.

Citing success stories sup-
ported by government schemes 
such as Mudra, PM-Svanidhi, 
and PM-Vishwakarma, Singh 

said that the government has 
ensured accessible funding, 
mentorship, and skill develop-
ment pathways even for those 
without advanced degrees.

He further stated that the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP 2020) has liberated the 
academic framework by allow-
ing students to change subjects, 
pursue multidisciplinary learn-
ing, and follow their aptitude.

Various DST initiatives-
INSPIRE fellowships, MANAK 
awards, dedicated women and 
tribal science programmes, and 
the Vaibhav initiative connect-
ing overseas Indian research-
ers back to Indian institutions- 
were highlighted as transfor-
mative avenues for building a 
globally competitive scientific 
workforce.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

Office Of the executive engineer 
Mechanical & hOspitals DivisiOn BaraMulla

e-mail, id, xenmhd.bla@jk.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No: M&HDB/TS/2025-26/56/3142-46
Date: 13-11-2025

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla, invites 
online e-bids in Two Cover system on percentage wise basis from Authorized service providers of OEMs /Registered / Listed Contractors for the 
below mentioned works:

S. No Name of Work Estimated Cost 
(Rs. in Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc. 
(In Rupees)

Earnest Money 
Deposit

Time of 
Completion

01. Repair and Maintenance of Cat Preet, Cat Old and Tangmarg Snow 
Clearance Machines at Tangmarg Unit 0.64566 200.00 1291/- 10 days

Note: -
•	 AAA: - Administrative Approval accorded by Chief Engineer M&HD Kashmir vide No. M&HED/K/Acctt/ of 2025-26/108 Dated: 30-

08-2025
•	 Technical Sanction: - Technical Sanction Accorded by Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla vide No. M&HDB/

TS/36 of 11/2025 Dated: - 13-11-2025.
•	 Executing Agency: - Executive Engineer, Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. 

1. Date of issue of Tender Notice 13-11-2025
2. Period of downloading of the bidding document From 13-11-2025 to 19-11-2025
3 Bid Submission Start Date From 19-11-2025 (18:15 HRS)
4. Bid Submission End Date 19-11-2025 (18:55 HRS)
5. Date of Opening of Cover 1st 20-11-2025 (13:00 HRS)

The bidders are required to submit their offers in two (02) covers.
Cover-I shall contain: Scanned copies of following documents:

01. Tender Fee

Rs. 200.00 (Rupees Two hundred only) in shape of e-Challan / e-receipt / online Bank transfer acknowl-
edgement including m-Pay Delight+, to be uploaded with each online bid pledged to Executive Engineer 
Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. Tender ID to be written also on the voucher. 
Bank: J&K Bank.      Branch: T.P Baramulla.       IFSC Code: JAKAOTEHSIL
Account No.: 0213010200000051.

02. EMD

Scanned copy of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) in the shape of CDR/FDR equivalent to 02% of value 
of the advertised cost pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical & Hospitals Division Baramulla. EMD 
of successful bidder shall be released on receipt of 03% to 10% Performance Guarantee from (L1) and 
execution of agreement with the Department. EMD of un-successful bidders shall be also released as 
per rules provided in J&K PWD Engineering Manual 2020.

03. Terms & Conditions Scanned copy of the Annexure- “A” & “B” duly accepted by the bidder. 
04. Tax Clearance Registration Certificate of Sales Tax Department quoting GST Number.

05. GST Scanned copies of PAN Card / GST Registration / Latest GST clearance certificate or acknowledgement 
of latest returns.

06. Undertaking Undertaking as per format at Annexure “C” that the bidder has not been blacklisted or debarred by any 
Govt./Semi Govt. Department.

07. Contractor Registration Scanned copy of valid Contractor Registration on JKPWDOMS of PWD J&K. 

08. Eligibility / Work Experience 
Certificate

The Bidder Shall submit documentary proof of having successfully executed similar nature of work 
amounting to 80% of the estimated cost in single contract or 50% of the estimated cost in two contracts 
each or 40% of the estimated cost in three contracts each in last 07 years in any Govt. /Semi Govt./Au-
tonomous institutions alongwith satisfactory performance certificate issued by a competent authority 
not below the rank of Assistant Executive Engineer.

Note: -
	 The successful bidder has to furnish EMD document physically to the Divisional office alongwith fee receipt within three days from the 

date of opening price bid, without which his bid shall not be accepted for further processing of contract in his favour.
	 No EMD exemption shall be given to bidders.
	 Bidders / Firms shall refrain from uploading irrelevant documents. 
	 Contractor/ Firm shall upload the contact / communication details separately on single page.
A. Cover-II shall contain:
01. Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this department. In no case, financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
02. The bids for the work shall remain valid for 180 days and the contract shall be valid for one complete year, starting from the date of 

allotment of the said contract.
03. The complete bidding process will be online. 
04. The Financial bid of only qualifying bidders shall be opened online in the Office of the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla after evalu-

ation of technical bid and decision thereof. 
05. Bidder shall be penalized as per tender conditions if they withdraw their bid during the period of bid   validity or make any modifications 

in the terms and conditions of the bid.
06. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ 

manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the rate below %age inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same 
name as it contains. 

07. The cost of tender documents is non-refundable and the tender shall in no case be accepted if submitted by any firm other than the 
purchaser.

08. Any tender found to have been submitted by the firm by furnishing false information to the department shall be   cancelled and the firm 
shall be penalized as and when it comes to the notice of the Department even during the currency of the contract. The department re-
serves the right to debar /blacklist such firm(s). 

09. Conditional tenders shall not be entertained. 
10. Unbalanced Bid: In case bid of the lowest bidder is found unbalanced, the successful bidder shall have to produce additional perfor-

mance security in shape of CDR /FDR / Bank Guarantee within 07 days after opening of price bid as per the Circular directives of the 
J&K U.T Finance Department issued vide No. FD-Code/441/2021-22-158; Dated: - 08.08.2025 and relevant clauses of J&K (PWD) 
Engineering Manual 2020.

11. The tenders should be addressed to the Executive Engineer M&HD Baramulla.
No: - M&HDB/TS/e-tender-56/3142-46 Sd/-
Dated: - 13-11-2025 Executive Engineer
DIPK-8110-25 Mechanical & Hospitals Division
DT: 14/11/2025      Baramulla

PM Modi’s MMC swipe at 
Congress, says ‘Katta sarkaar’ 
will never return to Bihar

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, hail-
ing the NDA’s stellar show 
in Bihar elections, said that 
this was a vote for ‘Viskit 
Bihar’ and also launched 
a blistering attack at the 
Congress-RJD for ‘mislead-
ing’ people on imaginary 
claims of  ‘vote chori’ and 
dividing the people on caste 
lines.

Addressing the party 
workers at the BJP HQs, 
PM Modi said that the 
people of  Bihar have given 
a befitting reply to the divi-
sive MY formula, jungle 
raj of  the RJD regime and 
shattered their dreams of  
returning to power.

“When I used to speak 
about Jungle Raj and 
Katta Sarkar, the RJD 
party raised no objections. 
However, it unsettled the 
Congress. Today, I want to 
reiterate that Katta Sarkar 
will never return to Bihar,” 
he said.

Doubling down attack 
on the grand old party, 
he said that Congress was 
like a parasite, which was 
eating into the votes of  its 
own allies.

Coining a new term, 
MMC for the Congress, 
he said that the grand old 
party has become MMC 
– Muslim League Maoist 
Congress. Reiterating the 
infighting charge within 
the RJD-Congress alli-
ance, he said that the duo 
kept fighting during the 

elections while soliciting 
public support at poll ral-
lies, and their altercation 
will soon come out in the 
open.

“There are many states 
where Congress has been 
out of  power for decades 
– for 35 years in Bihar, 3 
decades in Uttar Pradesh 
and West Bengal, and so in 
other states,” he pointed out.

Training guns at the 
RJD, he said that the booth 
capturing and violence, 
which used to be a regular 
affair during their 'jungle 
raj' during elections, no 
longer exists, and today 
people are voting on issues 

of  development.
Describing the NDA’s 

win as the victory of  Bihar, 
he said that the people of  
the state have vanquished 
those people who tried to 
hurt democracy with their 
motivated campaign.

Taking offence to liken-
ing of  Chhath Puja with 
drama, PM Modi hit out at 
the Congress and RJD for 
not apologising to Chha-
thi Maiya and said that 
one can’t expect them to 
respect the rich traditions 
of  Bihar.

The Prime Minister also 
praised the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) drive 

and praised the Election 
Commission’s endeavour 
in carrying out the purifi-
cation drive with precision.

“The elections in Bihar 
have proven one more 
thing. Now the country's 
voters, especially our 
young voters, take the 
purification of  the voters' 
list seriously. The youth of  
Bihar have also supported 
the purification of  the 
voter list. Now it becomes 
the responsibility of  every 
party to activate their 
respective parties at the 
polling booths and join the 
work of  purifying the voter 
list,” he said.

From Lok Sabha to Vidhan Sabha, 

Bihar remains solidly pro-Modi
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Bihar, 
India’s third most popu-
lous state, has once again 
demonstrated its pivotal 
role in national politics, 
giving a decisive mandate 
to the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) in the 
assembly elections.

Bihar’s significance 
cannot be overstated. 
Roughly 89 per cent of  
Bihar is a rural pocket. 
This is second only to 
Himachal Pradesh. People 
of  this state are known 
for their hardworking and 
resilient nature. They are 
contributing across every 
part of  India.

Analysts say the over-
whelming support from 
the rural regions of  Bihar 
for the NDA underlines the 
appeal of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s policies, 
which are seen as promot-
ing dignity, development, 
and inclusive growth.

The people of  Bihar, 
according to political 
observers, voted against 
insult and disregard from 
the opposition. The INDIA 
Bloc leaders have rou-
tinely targeted Bihar for 
political gains, with Con-

gress MP Rahul Gandhi 
even mocking the state’s 
cherished Chhath Puja, 
calling it a drama, say 
analysts. In contrast to 
this, PM Modi has taken 
steps to promote the festi-
val globally. He pushed for 
Chhath Puja’s inclusion 
in the UNESCO Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage list. 
This move really reflected 
respect for Bihar’s tradi-
tions and culture.

Undoubtedly, Bihar’s 
electoral history shows a 
consistent bond with PM 
Narendra Modi. The state 

delivered strong support in 
the 2014, 2019, and 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. Moreover, 
it delivered good results for 
him in the 2020 and 2025 
Vidhan Sabha polls.

Today’s assembly poll 
results reinforce that trust, 
with the NDA sweeping 
most constituencies and 
leaving the Mahagathband-
han decimated.

Analysts point out that 
the voters rewarded lead-
ership that honours their 
pride, culture, and aspira-
tions, choosing stability 
and dignity over ‘politics 

of  insult’.
Observers are of  the 

view that Bihar’s verdict 
sends a clear message: the 
state continues to stand sol-
idly with Narendra Modi 
and the NDA, endorsing 
a vision of  development, 
respect for traditions, and 
empowerment of  rural 
India.

The massive mandate 
not only strengthens 
NDA’s position in the state 
but also spotlights Bihar’s 
strategic importance in 
shaping national political 
trends.

Army engineers build indigenous 
Mono Rail System at 16,000 ft to 
keep Kameng frontier supplied

IANS 

NEW DELHI: In a major 
breakthrough for high-
altitude military logistics, 
the Indian Army’s Gajraj 
Corps has indigenously 
developed and opera-
tionalised a High Alti-
tude Mono Rail System 
at an elevation of  nearly 
16,000 feet in Arunachal 
Pradesh's Kameng sector 
- one of  the most inhospi-
table and weather-prone 
frontiers along the Line of  
Actual Control (LAC).

The Kameng Himala-
yas are notorious for their 
sheer, barren cliffs, sub-
zero temperatures, vio-
lent weather swings, and 
a rugged landscape that 
routinely disrupts supply 
lines. Forward posts often 
remain cut off  for days 
under heavy snow, while 
traditional transport meth-
ods struggle in the extreme 
terrain.

Ensuring the unin-
terrupted movement of  
essential stores, ammuni-
tion, and equipment has 
remained a persistent 
operational challenge.

Responding to this 
pressing requirement, 
the Gajraj Corps concep-
tualised, engineered, and 
deployed an indigenous 
mono rail system capable 
of  carrying more than 300 
kg of  load in a single trip.

Designed to function 
round-the-clock, the 
system can operate day 
or night, in hail, storm, 
or whiteout conditions, 
ensuring that mission-

critical supplies, including 
rations, fuel, engineering 
equipment and heavier 
loads, reach troops with-
out delay.

"It enables reliable 
movement of  mission-crit-
ical stores, ammunition, 
rations, fuel, engineer-
ing equipment, and other 
heavy or awkward loads 
that are otherwise difficult 
to ferry across steep gradi-
ents and unstable surfaces. 
This transportation facility 
is fully operation worthy to 
be used day or night, with 
or without escort, during 
hail or storm, irrespective 
of  the weather conditions," 
a defence official said.

Its robust, weather-
agnostic design allows 
movement over steep gra-
dients and unstable surfac-
es where mules, vehicles, 
and even porters face sig-
nificant risk.

Beyond its logistical 
advantages, the monorail 
system has also demon-
strated potential for rapid 
casualty evacuation.

In several stretches 
where helicopters cannot 
land or fly safely, and 
where manual evacuation 
is slow and perilous, the 
new system offers an effi-
cient and safer alternative 
to move injured personnel.

The development under-
lines the military’s contin-
ued efforts to innovate and 
excel in extreme environ-
ments, ensuring troops 
deployed along challeng-
ing frontiers remain fully 
supported and mission-
ready.

EAM Jaishankar discusses 
global situation, 
multilateralism with UN chief 

IANS

UNITED NATIONS: 
External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S. Jaishankar met 
with Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres for a 
wide-ranging discussion 
of  the current global situ-
ation and multilateralism.

After he met with 
Guterres at UN headquar-
ters in New York on Thurs-
day (local time), the EAM 
posted on X that he "valued 
his assessment of  the cur-
rent global order and its 
implications for multilat-
eralism".

"Also appreciated his 
perspectives on various 
regional hotspots," he 
added.

EAM Jaishankar came 
for a quick visit to New 
York after wrapping up 
his Canada visit, during 
which he participated in 
the G7 foreign ministers' 
meeting and met with sev-
eral foreign ministers from 

around the world.
The minister called the 

meeting with Guterres 
"good" and thanked him for 
his "clear and consistent 
support for India's growth 
and development".

EAM Jaishankar said 
that he looked forward to 
welcoming him in India.

On Tuesday, Guterres' 
Deputy Spokesperson 
Farhan Haq said he sends 
his condolences to the 
government and people of  
India for "what happened 
there", referring to the car 
bomb attack near the Red 
Fort on November 10.

He added that the inci-
dent needs to be fully 
investigated.

Canada, which holds the 
presidency of  the G7, the 
group of  major industri-
alised democracies, invit-

ed India to participate as 
a partner.

EAM Jaishankar met 
with the host, Canada's 
Foreign Minister Anita 
Anand, and he posted on 
X that they appreciated the 
progress in implementing 
the 'New Roadmap 2025' for 
the relationships between 
the two countries.

On the sidelines of  the 
two-day meeting in Niag-
ara, the EAM conducted 
whirlwind diplomacy with 
the ministers attending it.

US Secretary of  State 
Marco Rubio discussed bilat-
eral ties with him, focusing 
on trade and supply chains, 
and exchanged views on the 
Ukraine conflict, the Middle 
East/West Asia situation 
and Indo-Pacific, EAM Jais-
hankar wrote on X.

Ukraine's Foreign Min-
ister Andrii Sybiha wrote 
on X after meeting Jais-
hankar that he shared 
Kyiv's views on "the path 
to peace, battlefield situ-

ation, and Russia's dan-
gerous strikes on criti-
cal substations powering 
Ukrainian nuclear power 
plants".

In posts on X, he wrote 
that he discussed strategic 
partnerships with EU For-
eign Affairs High Repre-
sentative Kaja Kallas, and 
Foreign Ministers Jean-
Noel Barrot of  France and 
Johann Wadephul of  Ger-
many.

UK Foreign Secretary 
Yvette Cooper, and For-
eign Ministers Faisal bin 
Farhan of  Saudi Arabia, 
Mauro Vieira of  Brazil, 
Juan Ramon de la Fuente 
of  Mexico, and Ronald 
Lamola of  South Africa, 
were among those he met 
for discussions of  bilat-
eral ties and international 
issues.
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1st Test: Bumrah’s five-wicket 
haul rattles South Africa as 
India seize control on day one

IANS 

KOLKATA: India closed 
Day One of  the first Test 
against South Africa at 
37/1 in 20 overs and trail 
by 122 runs after Jasprit 
Bumrah’s sharp five-wick-
et haul had earlier skittled 
the visitors for 159 at the 
Eden Gardens here on 
Friday.

Before bad light brought 
an early end to proceedings 
in the final session, India 
lost opener Yashasvi Jaisw-
al cheaply. But KL Rahul 
(13 not out) and newly 
established number three 
Washington Sundar (six 
not out) ensured there was 
no further damage before 
stumps arrived.

The pair batted cau-
tiously, adding 19 runs in 
an unbroken stand for the 
second wicket on a surface 
that continued to show 
variable bounce.

Earlier, on a challenging 
two-paced pitch, where India 
picked all four spin-bowling 
options, Bumrah stood out 
yet again with his incisive 
5-27 in 14 overs, dismantling 
South Africa’s batting order 
after they had raced to 57/0.

The visitors lost all of  
their 10 wickets for just 102 
runs, leaving India in control 
at the close of  day one. Apart 
from Bumrah, Mohammed 
Siraj and Kuldeep Yadav 
took two wickets each, while 
Axar Patel had a scalp to his 
name.

After South Africa elected 
to bat first, Ryan Rickelton 
and Aiden Markram nego-
tiated the early overs with 
composure to bring up the 
fifty of  the opening stand 
-- the first such instance for 
the Proteas in India after 17 
innings. Rickelton, fluent 
from the outset, punished a 
wayward Siraj for providing 
width by taking three bound-
aries off  him.

Markram, who got off  the 
mark after facing 22 balls, 
settled in after a watchful 
beginning by hitting fours 
through gorgeous back foot 
and front foot shots before 
leaving everyone dazed with 
his shimmy down the pitch 

to dispatch Axar for six over 
wide long-on.

Bumrah, who had pro-
duced a few balls that ranged 
from climbing sharply to 
staying a touch low, got 
India back in the game with 
his double strike – getting 
a length ball to beat Rickel-
ton’s outside edge and rattle 
his off  stump. He then pro-
duced a rising delivery from 
short of  length that forced 
Markram to play at it, and 
the shoulder edge of  the 
bat was caught by a diving 
Rishabh Pant.

South Africa’s progress 
was further dented when 
Kuldeep trapped Temba 
Bavuma with a clever leg-
slip ploy, and Dhruv Jurel 
caught the inside edge to 
send the Proteas skipper for 
just three, as South Africa 
slipped from 57/0 to 71/3. 
From there, Mulder and de 
Zorzi showed grit against the 
spinners till lunch arrived.

Post the lunch interval, 
Kuldeep and Bumrah set the 
tone immediately for India 
by maintaining relentless 
accuracy. That relentless-
ness was rewarded when 
Wiaan Mulder’s attempt 
to reverse-sweep Kuldeep 
ended in him being trapped 
plumb lbw, with the all-
rounder also burning a 
review.

Bumrah’s inswinger kept 
low and came in off  the team 

from round the wicket to 
trap Tony de Zorzi lbw for 
24. Though Stubbs and Kyle 
Verreynne tried stabilis-
ing South Africa’s innings, 
Siraj found his rhythm with 
some reverse swing and 
struck twice in the 45th over 
to remove Verreynne and 
Marco Jansen.

While Verreynne was 
slow to bring his bat down 
and was trapped lbw by a 
nip-backer from Siraj, the 
pacer got one to tail in from 
length and castle Marco 
Jansen through the gate for a 
three-ball duck. Axar joined 
the wicket-taking party 
just before the tea break by 
trapping Corbin Bosch lbw 
with a straight delivery to 
leave India happy and South 
Africa in dire straits.

The post-tea session 
began with the crowd of  
around 35,000 spectators 
roaring firmly for Bumrah 
through his fiery two-over 
burst after tea. Their antici-
pation was rewarded as 
Bumrah got one to jag back 
in and rattle Simon Harm-
er’s off-stump. Three balls 
later, Bumrah produced a 
searing inswinging yorker to 
trap Keshav Maharaj lbw for 
a duck to complete his five-
wicket haul, while Stubbs 
could only see the carnage 
unfold by being unbeaten 
on 15.

India’s innings began 

cautiously as Jaiswal took 
15 balls to get off  the mark 
-- a drive off  Marco Jansen 
through long-off, giving him 
the boundary. After two 
more boundaries, Jaiswal’s 
stay ended on 12 when he 
chopped onto his stumps off  
Jansen. Rahul, meanwhile, 
remained watchful, scoring 
just one run off  his first 14 
deliveries before leaning for-
ward into a drive off  Wiaan 
Mulder.

Sundar, the new No.3 
batter, survived a testing 
spell early on and grew 
more assured as the session 
progressed. Though Jansen, 
Mulder, and Corbin Bosch 
kept things tight with the 
new ball, while spinners 
Keshav Maharaj and Simon 
Harmer found turn, Rahul 
and Washington maintained 
their discipline nicely.

Bad light eventually 
forced play to end at 4:35 pm, 
with Bumrah headlining the 
day for India through his 
incredible spell, which would 
have left the faithful Kolkata 
cricket fans delighted.

Brief  scores:
South Africa 159 all out 

in 55 overs (Aiden Markram 
31, Ryan Rickelton 23; Jas-
prit Bumrah 5-27, Kuldeep 
Yadav 2-36) lead India 37/1 
in 20 overs (KL Rahul 13 
not out, Yashasvi Jaiswal 
12; Marco Jansen 1-11) by 
122 runs

Turkiye bans 102 footballers over 

widening betting scandal
IANS 

ANKARA : Turkiye's 
football authorities have 
handed temporary bans to 
102 professional players as 
part of  a widening investi-
gation into illegal betting 
activities in the country.

The Professional Foot-
ball Disciplinary Board of  
the Turkish Football Fed-
eration (TFF) on Thurs-
day suspended 25 players 
from the Super Lig and 77 
from the second-tier First 
League, with punishments 
ranging from 45 days to 
12 months. The investiga-
tion reviewed allegations 
against 1,024 footballers, of  
whom 102 were sanctioned.

Among the most notable 
cases is Galatasaray and 
Turkish national team 
defender Eren Elmali, who 
was banned for 45 days and 
removed from the nation-
al team squad, reports 
Xinhua.

Earlier this week, Elmali 
admitted on Instagram to 
placing a bet on a football 
match approximately five 
years ago, but said it did 
not involve his own team. 
He joined Galatasaray ear-
lier this year.

His teammate Mete-

han Baltaci, who plays for 
Türkiye's Under-21 team, 
received a nine-month 
suspension. Konyas-
por's Alassane Ndao was 
handed the longest ban of  
12 months.

The TFF stressed that 
players who have been 
provisionally referred to 
the disciplinary board are 
not permitted to play in 
matches during the ongo-
ing investigation.

Due to the scale of  the 
investigation, the TFF 
announced that matches 
in the Second and Third 

Leagues have been post-
poned for two weeks, but 
Super Lig and First League 
matches will continue as 
scheduled. The federa-
tion also revealed that it 
has initiated urgent talks 
with FIFA to allow teams 
affected by the bans a 
15-day transfer window to 
strengthen their squads.

Earlier, eight people 
were arrested in Turkiye, 
and more than 1,000 play-
ers were suspended as a 
wide-ranging investiga-
tion into alleged betting 
on football matches rocked 

the country’s football fed-
eration.

Turkish authorities for-
mally arrested Eyupspor 
Chairman Murat Ozkaya, a 
top-tier club chairman, and 
seven others on Monday, 
while the Turkish Football 
Federation (TFF) suspend-
ed 1,024 players pending 
disciplinary investigations. 
Of  the suspended players, 
27 compete in the country’s 
top-tier Super Lig, notably 
Galatasaray defender Eren 
Elmali, who also repre-
sents the Turkish national 
team.

1st Test: Tough to bowl on a slow wicket, says Kuldeep Yadav, 
breaking down his day-one plan as India skittle out South Africa

IANS 

KOLKATA: Kuldeep Yadav 
said that sticking to his 
stump-hitting method and 
drawing from recent prepa-
ration against South Africa 
were central to his success 
on a slow and demanding 
Eden Gardens pitch, as 
India bowled out the visi-
tors for 159 on the open-
ing day of  the first Test on 
Friday.

While Jasprit Bumrah 
stole the headlines with a 
five-wicket haul, Kuldeep’s 
disciplined spell (2 for 36) 
and clever planning played 
an equally important role 
in India’s decisive grip on 
the contest.

Speaking on JioStar’s 
post-match show Cricket 

Live, Kuldeep described 
the step-up in intensity 
when playing Test cricket 
and how his India A outing 
against South Africa ear-
lier this month gave him 
useful insight.

"When you play a Test 
match, your intensity 
always goes up, and obvi-
ously, you need a lot of  
energy. When we played 
as India A, it was a good 
practice match against 
South Africa, and I bowled 
to Temba Bavuma there. I 
knew what sort of  shots he 
plays, so I was prepared to 
bowl accordingly."

Kuldeep said the slug-
gish pitch made his job 
as a wrist-spinner more 
demanding, as he had to 
generate his own pace to 

trouble the batters. "Today, 
the wicket was very slow. 
As a wrist-spinner, it’s 
tough to bowl on this type 
of  wicket because there is 
hardly any pace. You have 
to generate that pace your-
self."

Despite the conditions, 
he stuck to his approach of  
attacking the stumps — a 
method he believes trans-
lates across formats.

"My bowling type is all 
about hitting the stumps; 
that’s the most important 
thing in any format: ODI, 
T20, or Test. Cricket has 
changed a lot; players try 
reverse sweeps and sweep 
shots, so you don’t want 
to miss those leg-before 
chances. That was my 
plan."

That plan paid off  as 
Kuldeep played a key role 
in breaking South Africa’s 
early resistance, provid-
ing control in the middle 
overs and striking at cru-
cial moments.

Bumrah, meanwhile, 
was at his lethal best, 
returning 5 for 27 to dis-
mantle South Africa after 
their promising start. His 
incisive spells triggered 
collapses at vital junctures, 
leaving India firmly in con-
trol by stumps.

With Mohammed Siraj 
(2 for 47) and Axar Patel 
(1 for 21) also contribut-
ing, India’s well-rounded 
bowling effort ensured 
South Africa squandered 
the advantage of  winning 
the toss.

1st Test: It isn't easy for batters 

to score runs, says Siraj after 

India dominate opening day

IANS 

KOLKATA: India pacer 
Mohammed Siraj acknowl-
edged that scoring runs 
isn’t easy for batters after 
the hosts wrapped South 
Africa’s innings for 159 
on the opening day of  the 
first Test at Eden Gardens 
on Friday. Pace spearhead 
Jasprit Bumrah returned 
with the figures of  5-27 in 
his 17 overs while Kuldeep 
Yadav and Siraj bagged 
two scalps apiece to topple 
South Africa's batting unit.

Speaking after the 
stumps, Siraj said the new 
ball was moving, but as 
soon as the ball became 
soft, the bounce reduced 
off  the pitch.

"The new ball was coming 
on nicely to the bat, but 
when the ball went soft, the 
bounce became low as well. 
My mindset was to bowl full 
and at the stumps. There has 
been some reverse swing on 
offer; if  you bowl stump-
to-stump, you'll get options 
to take wickets, and it isn't 
easy for batters to score 
runs. One end is fine to bat, 
the other end - the bounce 
is variable, and it's tough to 
score,” Siraj said.

The 31-year-old pacer 
revealed what Bumrah 
advised him during the 
spell and how he applied 
that in use. “Jassi bhai just 
told me that the wicket-tak-
ing option was if  you bowl 
at the stumps, you've LBW, 
bowled, and even catches 
coming to play when the 
line is accurate,” he said.

Siraj added that India 
are in a comfortable posi-
tion after ending the day 
for 37/1 with KL Rahul (13 
not out) and Washington 
Sundar (6 not out) in the 
middle. The hosts are trail-
ing by 122 runs.

“We are in a good posi-
tion, having lost just one 
wicket. (Earlier) Markram 
and Rickelton put on a 
good stand, we did well 
to come back, and I think 
we're ahead in the match 
at the moment,” Siraj said.

Earlier, on a challeng-

ing two-paced pitch, where 
India picked all four spin-
bowling options, Bumrah 
stood out yet again with 
his incisive 5-27 in 14 overs, 
dismantling South Africa’s 
batting order after they 
had raced to 57/0.

The visitors lost all of  
their 10 wickets for just 
102 runs, leaving India in 
control at the close of  day 
one. Apart from Bumrah, 
Mohammed Siraj and Kul-
deep Yadav took two wick-
ets each, while Axar Patel 
had a scalp to his name.


