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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication Deeply pained by the demise of veteran actor Shri 

Satish Shah ji. Known for his exceptional comic timing 
and natural screen presence, he brought warmth, 
laughter and joy to millions through his remarkable 
performances in cinema and television.

   Terror Recruitment Case

CIK Files Charge 
Sheet Against Key 
Operative

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Counter 
Intelligence Kashmir 
(CIK) has filed a charge 
sheet against a key opera-
tive linked to Pakistan-
backed online terror 
recruitment networks. 
The charge sheet, submit-
ted before the Special NIA 
Court in Srinagar, names 
Aadil Ahmad Khan, son 
of  Ghulam Mohammad 
Khan, resident of  Drien 
Qazigund, Anantnag.

According to a state-
ment issued, reads that 
the case, registered under 
FIR No. 07/2023, invokes 
sections of  the IPC and the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act for offenses 
related to spreading 
hatred, promoting terror 
activities, and assisting 
proscribed groups.

According to CIK, Khan 
played a central role in 
running an online recruit-
ment network through 
Facebook and Twitter. 
His activities focused on 
spreading extremist con-
tent, glorifying terrorism, 
and motivating Kashmiri 
youth to join P-06

“MODI HAS WORKED TO SECURE INDIA. HE HAS WORKED TO MAKE INDIA 
prosperous,” Shah said. He criticised previous governments for failing to act on security matters, citing political 
considerations, and said Modi’s government took decisive steps to neutralise terrorists at their hideouts.

     Bagh-e-Gul-e-Dawood

CM Abdullah Inaugurates 
Chrysanthemum Garden 
In Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Saturday 
inaugurated Bagh-e-Gul-e-
Dawood (Chrysanthemum 
Theme Garden) at the pic-
turesque Botanical Garden 
in Srinagar, marking a new 
milestone in the Valley’s 
tourism and floriculture 
landscape.

Developed at a cost of  
₹1.869 crore, the Chrysan-
themum Theme Garden 
spans over 100 kanals and 
is envisioned as a major 
autumn attraction in Kash-
mir. With its vibrant blooms 
in shades of  yellow, red, 
pink, and purple, the garden 
promises to infuse new color 
and charm into the Valley’s 
tourism calendar during the 
autumn months.

The Chief  Minister cut 
the ceremonial ribbon and 

declared the garden open to 
the public, describing it as “a 
floral celebration that adds 
a new chapter to Kashmir’s 
tourism story.”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief  Minister 
commended the efforts of  
the Department of  Floricul-
ture, Parks and Gardens for 
its role in establishing the 
theme garden.

He noted that the initia-
tive would “address the off-
season gap in tourism and 
enhance the autumn experi-
ence for visitors.”

Omar Abdullah recalled 
that he had laid the founda-
tion stone of  Bagh-e-Gul-e-
Dawood in November last 
year, drawing parallels with 
the success of  the Tulip 
Garden. “Just as the Tulip 
Garden transformed the 
spring tourist season, the 
Chrysanthemum P-06

PM Modi Has Worked To Secure 
India, Crushed Terrorism: Amit Shah
Highlights Decisions Like Art-370 Abrogation, Surgical Strikes, Op Sindoor

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Satur-
day said that for 70 years, no 
one dared touch Article 370, 
but in 2019, Prime Minister 
Modi ended it and crushed 
terrorism from hideouts like 
no one had before.

Addressing rallies across 
Bihar, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said that for seven 
decades, no government 
attempted to amend Article 
370, but in 2019, PM Modi 
revoked it and fully integrat-
ed Jammu and Kashmir into 
India.

Shah also discussed India’s 
economic trajectory, saying 
that under Modi’s leadership, 
the country rose from the 11th 
to the fourth-largest economy 
in the world, with a goal of  
reaching third by 2027. “PM 
Modi has brought our coun-
try’s economy from 11th place 
to fourth. We will move from 
fourth to third before 2027. He 
has made our country safe,” 
he said.

On security issues, the 
Home Minister listed major 

attacks after Modi took office, 
including Uri, Pulwama, and 
Pahalgam. He said the govern-
ment responded through sur-
gical strikes, air strikes, and 
launched Operation Sindoor 
following the Pahalgam attack.

“Modi has worked to secure 
India. He has worked to make 
India prosperous,” Shah said. 
He criticised previous gov-
ernments for failing to act on 

security matters, citing politi-
cal considerations, and said 
Modi’s government took deci-
sive steps to neutralise terror-
ists at their hideouts.

Turning to electoral mat-
ters, the HM addressed the 
special intensive revision 
of  voter rolls in Bihar. He 
accused opposition parties of  
obstructing the process and 
said that all infiltrators would 

be traced and removed from 
the electoral lists.

Shah urged voters to sup-
port the NDA government, 
promising action against 
infiltrators. “Tell me, should 
the names of  infiltrators be 
removed from the voter list 
or not? Form the NDA gov-
ernment again… I promise 
you that we will remove every 
single infiltrator P-06

...Rajya Sabha Polls

Those Who Betrayed Us 

Known To All: CM Omar

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Saturday 
said the National Conference 
(NC) was "betrayed" in the 
Rajya Sabha elections and 
those involved are "known 
to all".

Speaking to reporters, the 
CM, termed the outcome as 
"unfortunate" but chose not 
to name those responsible, 
saying their identities are 
"now widely recognised".

He thanked the members, 

especially Congress, and 
others for voting in favour 
of  the NC candidates. "I am 
satisfied that at least not even 
a single vote from our party 
was wasted,” he said.

Omar said those who par-
ticipated in meetings and 
enjoyed hospitality with 
the BJP should have openly 
declared their support for 
that party. “Like MLA Hand-
wara (Sajad Gani Lone), who 
opted to abstain as he didn't 
want to harm the BJP, these 
members P-06

Rajya Sabha Polls In J&K Trigger 

Political Row, Cross-Voter Hunt
AGENCIES

JAMMU: The political contro-
versy surrounding the Rajya 
Sabha elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir continues a day after 
the polls, as party leaders traded 
accusations over alleged cross-
voting and “fixed deals.”

BJP’s Jammu and Kashmir 
president Sat Sharma claimed 
a historic victory for his party, 
winning the fourth Rajya Sabha 
seat despite attempts by Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah to 
“create a division on the basis 
of  Jammu versus Kashmir.” 
Sharma said, “This is a historic 
victory for the BJP. We have won 
the seat from the soil of  Kash-
mir, despite attempts by Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah and his 
party to create a division on the 
basis of  Jammu versus Kash-
mir. He asked the legislators to 
unite against the BJP, which 
won 29 seats from Jammu in the 

2024 Assembly polls.”
Sharma also dedicated the 

win to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and party workers, 
adding, “We will continue to 
serve the people under ‘Sabka 
Saath Sabka Vikas Sabka Vish-
was Sabka Prayas.’”

The BJP rejected People’s 
Conference leader Sajad Gani 
Lone’s claim that the Rajya 
Sabha elections were a “fixed 
match” between the National 
Conference (NC) and BJP.

Sharma dismissed the allega-
tion, saying, “What he is saying 
now has no meaning. Why did he 
not vote? He should have voted, 
whether for A or B. Staying away 
from voting is undemocratic.”

However, Sajad Gani Lone, 
who represents Handwara, 
asserted that the NC facilitated 
BJP’s victory. “These two or 
three extra votes had no room 
for that candidate number four. 
Even if  there had been no cross-
voting, that candidate would 
still have lost.

All the cross-voting was done 
by the National Conference. 
They did it themselves,” Lone 
said. He alleged, “Seven NC 
members directly gifted their 
votes to the BJP. It was a fixed 
match.” He added, “The BJP 
ensures the victory of  its own 
candidates through these same 
people. They abuse BJP during 
elections to fool voters, but they 
are working together P-06

CS Reviews Arrangements For 2Nd 
Edition Of Kashmir Marathon

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Saturday 
chaired a high-level 
meeting to review 
the arrangements 
for the upcom-
ing 2nd Edition 
of  the Kashmir 
Marathon, being 
organized by the 
Tourism Department 
on November 2, 2025, in 
Srinagar.

The meeting besides 
Additional Chief  Secretary, 
Tourism was attended by 
Secretary, Health; Division-
al Commissioner, Kashmir; 
DIG, Traffic; MD, JKTDC; 
Director, Tourism, Kashmir; 
SSP, Traffic, Srinagar; Com-
missioner, SMC, and other 
senior officers of  concerned 
departments.

The Chief  Secretary 
described the marquee 
event as a valuable opportu-

nity to promote tourism and 
sports culture in Jammu 
and Kashmir, noting that 
the inaugural edition had 

received overwhelm-
ing response and set 

new benchmarks 
for sporting events 
in the region.

He observed 
that participation 

from runners across 
the nation and abroad 

would further reinforce 
Kashmir’s image as a pre-
mier destination for leisure, 
adventure and sports tour-
ism.

Emphasizing seamless 
coordination among all 
departments, Dulloo direct-
ed the concerned to ensure 
foolproof  arrangements for 
visiting athletes and partici-
pants, covering aspects such 
as transportation, accommo-
dation, medical care, secu-
rity, sanitation, and event 
management. P-06

      Cross Voting During RS Polls  

Aga Ruhullah Mehdi Takes Dig At CM 

Omar For Not Revealing Names Of MLAs 

Refuses To Campaign In Budgam By-Polls, Cites NC’s Political Failure 
NAVEED UL HAQ

SRINAGAR: Member Par-
liament from Srinagar and 
senior National Conference 
leader Aga Ruhullah Mehdi 
said on Saturday that he will 
not campaign for his party 
in the upcoming Budgam 
by-polls, accusing the NC of  
failing both politically and 
administratively in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Speaking to reporters, 
Mehdi, said that the recent 
controversy over alleged 
cross-voting in the Rajya 
Sabha elections has raised 
serious questions about trans-
parency. He urged Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah to reveal 
the names of  those involved.

“I have absolutely no 
knowledge of  who voted for 
whom or who engaged in 
cross-voting,” Mehdi said. 
“From the Chief  Minister’s 
statement, it became clear 
that he seems to know who 

did the cross-voting but does 
not want to reveal the names. 
This proves that he knows it 
happened. This is not a zaati 
dukaan (private shop) where 
names can be hidden. This is 
public property. Credibility 

is built on people’s trust and 
their votes.”

He added that if  someone 
knows about cross-voting and 
chooses not to disclose it, it is 
“unacceptable.” “If  there has 
been wrongdoing with peo-
ple’s trust, it must be revealed 
so that citizens know who is 
innocent and who betrayed 
them. This is public informa-
tion and people have the right 
to know,” he said.

Mehdi questioned when 
political leaders in Jammu 
and Kashmir would take what 
he called the “struggle for 
survival” seriously. “Fight-
ing at the party level is fine, 
but for our collective survival, 
all like-minded people must 
come together,” he said. P-06

Rising Discontent 
In NC MLAs Signals 
Shift: Sharma 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Leader of  Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma on Saturday 
highlighted growing unrest 
among National Conference (NC) 
legislators following the Rajya 
Sabha victory of  Sat Sharma, 
suggesting that many are seek-
ing alternative political direc-
tions.

Sharma said, “We expected 
this support, as there has been 
increasing dissatisfaction among 
MLAs, especially within the 
National Conference. Many are 
unhappy with the State Gov-
ernment and are looking for an 
alternative.”

He further added that this 
marks the first move by legisla-
tors aiming to align with Prime 
Minister Narendra P-06

Legislators Voted Freely Despite 
CM’s Efforts To Divide J&K: BJP

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir BJP President Sat Pal 
Sharma, who secured the 
fourth Rajya Sabha seat in 
the Union Territory, 
Saturday said that 
the win came 
despite efforts 
by Chief  Min-
ister Omar 
A b d u l l a h 
to create 
a  d iv i d e 
between the 
two regions.

S h a r m a 
returned from 
Kashmir to a recep-
tion by party workers 
and supporters at Jammu 
airport, followed by a pro-
cession to the Trikuta Nagar 
party office.

The BJP dismissed claims 
by People’s Conference 
leader Sajad Gani Lone that 
the election was predeter-
mined between the National 
Conference and the BJP.

Sharma defeated NC can-
didate Imran Nabi Dar by 

receiving 32 votes against 
Dar’s 22 in the third notifica-
tion. NC’s Gurwinder Singh 
Oberoi also won a seat with 
31 votes.

Sharma told reporters 
that the party did not 

offer anything to 
legislators but 

asked them to 
vote according 
to their con-
science. He 
said that the 
BJP received 
four votes in 

this instance 
and expected 

more support in 
future elections from 

legislators acting simi-
larly.

He said the seat was won 
from Kashmir despite oppo-
sition attempts to unite legis-
lators against the BJP.

Sharma dedicated the 
win to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and party work-
ers and said the party would 
continue its work under the 
policy framework of  inclu-
sive development P-06

“I SINCERELY thank 
all the MLAs who have 
extended their support 

for this cause. 
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KCCI Meets LG to 
Address Trade, Tourism, 
Export Challenges

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A delegation 
of  the Kashmir Chamber 
of  Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI), led by its President, 
Javid Ahmad Tenga, Sat-
urday called on Lieutenant 

Governor Manoj Sinha.
The delegation com-

prised of  newly elected 
office bearers and execu-
tive committee members 
of  KCCI put forth various 
issues related to the promo-
tion of  tourism, industries 

and trade-related activities 
in the region. They also 
apprised the Lieutenant 
Governor of  the various 
upcoming initiatives aimed 
at enhancing Kashmir’s 
visibility as a preferred 
tourist destination.

DLSA Sgr organizes Special 

Lok Adalat to resolve Cheque 

Bounce Cases
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR; In accor-
dance with the 2025 calen-
dar of  the J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority, District 
Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA) Srinagar, orga-
nized a Special Lok Adalat 
at the District Court Com-
plex, Mominabad, Srinagar 
Saturday.

The Lok Adalat, aimed 
at amicably resolving 
Cheque Bounce and Bank 
cases which was held 
under the direction of   
Member Secretary, J&K 
Legal Services Author-
ity, Shazia Tabassum and 
under the chairmanship 
of   Principal District and 
Sessions Judge, Srinagar, 
Tasleem Arief.

To facilitate the amica-
ble settlement of  cases, 03 
benches were constituted 
for the said Lok Adalat, 
wherein first bench was 
presided over by  the Addi-
tional District Judge (Bank 
Cases), Kusoom Pandita 
and Ist Additional District 
& Sessions Judge Srinagar, 
Anjum Ara. The second 
bench was presided over 
by Forest Magistrate Sri-

nagar, Mohammad Ishti-
yaq Alam Baba and PT 
& E Magistrate Srinagar, 
Massarat Jabeen and the 
3rd Bench was presided 
over by  City Munsiff, Sri-
nagar, Shayesta Nazir and 
1st Addl. Munsiff  Srinagar, 
Zirgham Hamid.

Overall 101 number of  
cases were taken up for 
settlement out of  which 

33 number of  cases were 
amicably settled and Rs. 
2,64,10,457 was awarded as 
settlement amount.

The Special Lok Adalat 
reflects the commitment 
of  the DLSA Srinagar 
and J&K Legal Services 
Authority to promote alter-
native dispute resolution 
mechanisms and ensure 
timely justice delivery.

J&K BOSE grants final 
opportunity to apply for 
11th, 12th Annual Exams

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of  
School Education (J&K 
BOSE), has issued exten-
sion- notification for online 
submission of  Annual 
examination Forms for 
class 11th and 12th, Regular, 
2025 for a period of  3 days 
beginning on October 27.

As per the notification(s) 
issued by the Joint Secre-
tary, Examinations JD/ 
KD, the on-roll eligible stu-
dents of  Kashmir Division 
including winter zone areas 
of  Jammu Division besides 
district Kargil can submit 
their examination forms in 
online mode from October 
27 to 29 on payment of  appli-
cable fee of  Rs 4230 exclud-
ing practical fee.

The Board has directed 
all concerned institutions 
to ensure timely submis-
sion of  forms, advising 
students to carefully verify 
their particulars during 
punching of  information 

on the designated portal 
in observance of  timeline.

The notification(s) indi-
cating fee structure are 
available on the official 
J&K BOSE website. www.
jkbose.nic.in .

The Board has urged 
parents and students 
to complete the process 
of  submission of  forms 
within the stipulated time 
frame to avail the final 
chance following which no 
form will be entertained, 
whatsoever.

Relevantly, the exten-
sion in notification has 
been granted following 
declaration of  the results 
of  classes 10 and 11.

DC B'la Flags off Rally under 

Tobacco Free Youth Campaign 3.0

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla, 
Minga Sherpa, Saturday 
flagged off  a rally from 
the Old Hospital complex 
Baramulla (CMO Office) 
under the Tobacco Free 
Youth Campaign 3.0, an 
initiative aimed at creating 
awareness against tobacco 
use among youth.

The campaign, being 
organized by the Chief  
Medical Officer Baram-
ulla under the aegis of  

the Directorate of  Health 
Services Kashmir and 
National Health Mission, 
seeks to prevent initia-
tion of  tobacco use among 
youth, promote cessation 
among users, and strength-
en enforcement of  tobacco 
control laws.

Chief  Medical Officer 
Baramulla, Dr. A.G. Raina, 
District Health Officer, Dr. 
Bhajan Kour and other offi-
cials were present on the 
occasion.

Students of  ANMT 
School and officials par-

ticipated enthusiastically 
in the rally, raising slo-
gans and holding placards 
to spread the message of  a 
tobacco-free society.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC emphasized 
the need for collective 
efforts to discourage tobac-
co consumption and pro-
tect youth from its harm-
ful effects. He appreciated 
the Health Department for 
organizing such awareness 
activities and urged contin-
ued community participa-
tion in the campaign.

DLIC approves 202 cases under 

Mission YUVA in Shopian
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The meet-
ing of  the District Level 
Implementation Commit-
tee (DLIC) under Mission 
YUVA was held Saturday 
under the chairmanship of  
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Shopian, Shishir Gupta.

The meeting aimed to 
review and approve appli-
cations received under the 
Mission YUVA initiative, 
designed to foster youth 
entrepreneurship and self-
employment.

A total of  202 applications 
verified by the SBDU, were 
presented for consideration. 
Following a comprehensive 
evaluation based on eligi-

bility, business viability 
and the applicant's socio-
economic background, all 
applications were approved 
for financial assistance and 
handholding support under 
the Mission YUVA frame-
work.

Addressing the commit-
tee, the DC emphasized the 
vital role of  self-employ-
ment in empowering youth, 
instructing all departments 
to ensure timely fund dis-
bursement, robust moni-
toring and dedicated men-
toring to guarantee the sus-
tainability of  the supported 
ventures.

During the meeting, the 
DC also underscored the 
importance of  expanding 

outreach activities, orga-
nizing awareness camps and 
conducting mobile registra-
tion drives to ensure the 
benefits of  Mission YUVA 
reach every eligible youth 
in the district.

“Mission YUVA is not 
just a scheme, it is a move-
ment to promote innovation, 
self-reliance and employ-
ment generation,” he stated.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADDC Shopian,Dr. 
Nasir Ahmad Lone; Gen-
eral Manager DIC, Shurjeel 
Naikoo; AD Employment, 
Lead District Manager, 
DDM NABARD, Advance 
Manager Cluster office JKB, 
District Officer JKEDI, EO 
and other concerned.

DC Kupwara inspects functioning 
of  Fruit Mandi Handwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

HANDWARA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kup-
wara, Shrikant Balasaheb 
Suse, visited the Fruit 
Mandi Handwara to review 
its functioning and to take 
stock of  issues faced by 
the traders operating in 
the Mandi.

During the visit, the 
DC held an interaction 
with members of  the Fruit 
Mandi Association, led by 
its President Mohammad 
Amin, who apprised him 
of  several concerns includ-
ing the construction of  a 
Kisan shed, a separate pas-
sage from the Bypass to the 
Mandi, and issues related 
to the hotline electricity 

supply.
 He assured the traders 

that the administration is 
committed to addressing 
their grievances and will 
take necessary steps to 
upgrade infrastructure and 
facilities at the Fruit Mandi.

Suse emphasized that 
the Horticulture sector 
forms the  backbone of  
Kupwara’s economy, and 
district administration is 
focused on strengthening 
the horticulture sector and 
ensuring better support to 
fruit growers and traders.

The DC was accompa-
nied by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) 
Handwara, Javid Naseem 
Masoodi and Tehsildar 
Handwara, Zeeshan Khan.OSC conducts Awareness 

Programme at Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The One Stop 
Centre (OSC) Shopian, 
under the Department 
of  Social Welfare, Satur-
day organized an aware-
ness programme at the 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) Girls’ Library, Old 
DC Office, Shopian.

The initiative was 
aimed at sensitizing the 
girls regarding the range 
of  services and assistance 
provided by the OSC and to 
enhance awareness about 
the Women Helpline 181.

During the session, the 
girls were apprised of  vari-
ous problems concerning 
blackmailing, women traf-
ficking, domestic violence 
and other forms of  harass-

ment. They were further 
briefed on the functioning 
of  the Women Helpline 181 
Control Room, including 
its role in providing imme-
diate assistance and facili-
tating timely intervention 
in distress situations.

During the programme, 
the girls were encour-
aged to approach the One 
Stop Centre or contact the 
helpline in case of  any 
such incidents requiring 
support, protection, or 
counselling.

Awareness pamphlets 
containing detailed infor-
mation about OSC services 
and helpline facilities were 
distributed among all the 
girls to promote accessibil-
ity and strengthen aware-
ness at the community level.

CBDM Capacity Building, IRS Training 

Programmes Held at Anantnag Devyani Rana expresses resolve 
to sustain momentum of 
development in Nagrota

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: A Capac-
ity Building Programme on 
Community Based Disas-
ter Management (CBDM) 
was organised by the Dis-
trict Disaster Management 
Authority in collaboration 
with Rural Development 
Department and State 
Disaster Response Force, 
Anantnag at Dak Bungalow, 
Khanabal.

The event witnessed 
active participation from 
officers including Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment (ACD), and DySP 
SDRF and officials of  vari-
ous departments including 
Health, Youth Services & 
Sports, Fire & Emergency 
Services, Jal Shakti, Rural 
Development, Power Devel-
opment, Revenue, and Flood 
Control and volunteers.

The session focussed 
on enhancing community 
awareness and prepared-
ness for effective disaster 
risk reduction and foster-
ing response mechanisms 
at grassroots level.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development highlighted 
the importance of  CBDM in 
empowering local commu-
nities to play a proactive role 
in disaster preparedness, 
mitigation, and response.

During the program, the 
significance of  CBDM for 
micro planning based on 
community knowledge and 
available resources besides 
involving community 
members directly for faster 

response, better coordina-
tion with government agen-
cies, self  reliance and mini-
mization of  losses during 
disasters was elaborated.

The programme con-
cluded with an interactive 
session and demonstrations 
about basic disaster response 
techniques, aimed at equip-
ping participants with prac-
tical knowledge for efficient 
action during emergencies.

Later, an Incident 
Response System (IRS) 

Training Programme was 
also organised for strength-
ening the district’s disaster 
response and coordination 
mechanisms. It focused on 
familiarizing officers with 
the operational structure, 
planning process, and 
response protocols of  IRS, 
preparing them to manage 
real-time disaster situations 
more efficiently.

Deputy Secretary, Disas-
ter Management, Relief, 
Rehabilitation & Recon-
struction, J&K, Snober 
Jamil joined the session 
virtually and briefed the 
participants about the 
Incident Response System 
framework.

She highlighted the impor-
tance of  IRS mechanism as 
a structured approach for 
effective disaster response 
and coordination among dif-
ferent departments.

Deputy Secretary empha-
sized that IRS enables clear 
roles, responsibilities, and 
communication channels 
during emergencies, ensuring 
swift and efficient action across 
all levels of  administration.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Bharatiya Janata 
Party candidate for the 
upcoming by-elections 
to the Nagrota Assembly 
seat, Devyani Rana, while 
addressing a series of  
meetings at Kathar Upper, 
Kathar Lower, Krishanpur 
and Bhatyari Saturday reit-
erated her firm resolve to 
carry forward the vision of  
a progressive and prosper-
ous Nagrota, saying that the 
agenda of  development and 
economic growth will not be 
allowed to get derailed under 
any circumstances.

Emphasizing the BJP’s 
core philosophy, Rana reit-
erated that the party stands 
for equitable opportunity for 
all and believes in inclusive 
governance that uplifts all 
sections of  the society and 
provides every citizen a fair 
chance to succeed. Under the 
leadership of  Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, India 
has witnessed a people-cen-
tric model of  development 
where every individual, 
regardless of  background, 
is economically and socially 
empowered.

Recalling her late father 
Shri Devender Singh Rana’s 
commitment to the constitu-
ency, Devyani Rana said “My 
father had a dream to see 
Nagrota prosper and thrive 
and I am determined to real-
ize that dream with people’s 
support,” she added.

In a strong message to 
those trying to mislead the 
people, Rana cautioned dis-
ruptive forces not to test 

the unity and resolve of the 
people of Nagrota, who, she 
said, remain steadfast in their 
approach towards the better-
ment of the constituency. The 
people of Nagrota are wise, 
resilient, and deeply com-
mitted to their development 
and no divisive agenda can 
weaken their resolve or derail 
their progress,” she said.

Calling upon voters to 
extend their full support to 
the BJP for the larger good 
of  the constituency, Ms 
Devyani Rana said, “Togeth-
er, we will build a Viksit 
Nagrota that will contribute 
proudly to the vision of  a 
Viksit Jammu and Kashmir 
and Viksit Bharat”.

Sr. BJP Leader and Chair-
man DDC, Jammu  Bharat 
Bhushan while speaking at 
these places appealed to the 
people of  Nagrota to extend 
their wholehearted support 
and give a decisive mandate 
to Ms. Devyani Rana, so 
that she can carry forward 
the unfinished mission of  
inclusive and holistic devel-
opment envisioned by her 
late father, Devender Singh 
Rana. He emphasized that 
Ms. Devyani embodies the 
same spirit of  dedication, 
compassion, and commit-
ment to public service that 
her father was known for. 
Reaffirming the BJP’s col-
lective resolve, he stated 
that the entire organization 
stands firmly united behind 
Ms. Devyani Rana in her 
endeavour to usher Nagrota 
into a new era of  progress, 
prosperity, and people-cen-
tric governance.

Court Convicts Accused in NDPS 
Case at Anantnag

Military-Civil Fusion Capsule

Team of stakeholders visit Samba, Domana, Mira Sahib Brigades
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: As part of  the 
ongoing Military-Civil 
Fusion Capsule, the stake-
holder participants today 
undertook cross-establish-
ment visits to the Samba, 
Domana, and Mira Sahib 
Brigades in the Jammu 
sector. The visit aimed to 
deepen understanding of  
the operational, adminis-

trative and developmental 
challenges in border areas, 
while fostering closer coop-
eration between the civil 
administration and the 
armed forces.

During the interactions, 
participants gained valu-
able insights into the func-
tioning of  field formations, 
coordination mechanisms, 
and efforts undertaken by 
the Army to maintain secu-

rity and support develop-
mental initiatives in border 
regions. The exchange pro-
vided a platform for mean-
ingful dialogue, reinforcing 
the spirit of  jointness, syn-
ergy and mutual respect 
that underpins effective 
civil-military cooperation.

The Civil-Military Fusion 
Capsule continues to serve 
as a model of  inter-agency 
cooperation, promoting 

shared learning, coordina-
tion and a unified approach 
to national objectives.

The initiative reflects 
the Government’s vision of  
integrated national secu-
rity and border develop-
ment, with the civil admin-
istration and senior Army 
officers emphasizing the 
importance of  collabora-
tive planning and execu-
tion for regional stability.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Hon’ble 
Court of Special Judge des-
ignated under the NDPS Act 
at Anantnag, Manzoor Ahmad 
Khan Saturday convicted the 
accused Bashir Ahmad Bhat, 
son of Gull Mohammad Bhat, 
resident of Waghama, Bijbeha-
ra, in connection with FIR No. 
230/2021 under Section 8/15 
of the NDPS Act, registered at 
Police Station Bijbehara.

During the course of inves-
tigation, 70 kilograms of poppy 
straw were recovered from an 

Alto 800 vehicle bearing reg-
istration number JK18A-1097, 
driven by the accused while he 
was proceeding from Anant-
nag towards Sangam.

After the trial and examina-
tion of evidence, the Hon’ble 
Court found the accused guilty 
of the offense. The case has 
been listed for October 27, 
2025, for the decision on the 
quantum of punishment. The 
prosecution was represented 
by Senior Prosecuting Officer, 
Shri Arif Majeed Romshoo, 
who effectively presented the 
case on behalf of the State.
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Email ID: gmdic-srinagar@jk.gov.in 
TEL/FAX: 0194-2427478

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTRE, SRINAGAR

PETROL PUMP BAGHI ALI MARDAN KHAN, SRINAGAR - 190011

PUBLIC NOTICE
M/s Modern Steel Fabrication, I/E Zainakote Srinagar stands formally registered with this office 
under No.: 01/03/07243/PMT/Tiny dated 15.01.2007 for the activity of "barbed wire, chain 
link fencing Angle Iron posts. Roof trusses, signboards/Hoardings and gates and grills" as pro-
prietorship concern of Mr. Sheikh Ghulam Ahmad S/o Late Sheikh Abdul Rahim R/o Gulbahar 
Colony, Bypass, Srinagar.
Now, the promoter of the unit intends to transfer of lease hold rights to Riyaz Ahmad koul S/o 
Abdul Rahim Koul R/o Rampora Chattabal, Srinagar and incoming promoter further intends to 
establish a new unii under name and style M/s Al Aqsa Foods for the activity of Storage of Fresh 
and Frozen fish and Chicken as well as de-registration of existing unit namely M/s Modern Steel 
Fabrication.
Any person having any objection with regard to the above proposed changes, shall report to 
the office of undersigned within a period of 07 days from the date of publication of this notice, 
failing which no objection shall be entertained

Sd /-
General Manager 

DIPK-7516-25  District Industries Centre 
DT: 25/10/2025 Srinagar

Forest personnel are frontline defenders of our biodiversity: Rana
Presides passing-out parade of newly trained Forest Guards at FTS Bandipora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Minister for 
Forests, Ecology and Envi-
ronment, Javed Ahmed Rana 
Saturday presided over pass-
ing-out parade of  152 newly 
trained forest guards from the 
71st and 73rd batches of  the 
Forest Training School (FTS) 
Bandipora.

MLA Bandipora, Nizam-ud-
din Bhat; MLA Gurez, Nazir 
Ahmad Khan; MLA Sonawari, 
Hilal Akbar Lone; Principal 
Chief  Conservator of  Forests, 
Suresh Kumar Gupta; Chief  
Conservator of  Forests, Kash-
mir, Irfan Rasool Wani; Conser-
vator of  Forests, North Circle 
Irfan Ali Shah; along with other 
Senior officers of  the Forest and 
other allied Departments were 
also present on the occasion.

Addressing the gathering, 
Minister Rana commended 
the dedication, discipline and 
endurance demonstrated by the 
recruits during their training 
period. He exhorted upon them 
to dedicate themselves towards 
protection of  forest resources 
of  Jammu & Kashmir.

He lauded the frontline staff  
for their dedication towards 

conserving forest resources 
and urged the new recruits 
to stay alert against fires and 
encroachments to safeguard 
J&K’s green wealth.

He lauded the unwavering 
commitment of  the forest per-
sonnel, describing them as the 
“frontline defenders” of  Jammu 
and Kashmir’s invaluable forest 
wealth and biodiversity. “Our 
forests are not merely natural 
resources, they are lifelines 
that support water, climate sta-
bility, livelihoods and cultural 
identity. Safeguarding them is 
our moral and environmental 
responsibility,” he remarked.

Reaffirming the Omar 
Abdullah Government’s stead-
fast commitment to sustain-
able and people-centric gov-
ernance, Rana highlighted 
a series of  policy measures 
aimed at ensuring ecologi-
cal security alongside social 
equity. He underscored ongoing 
reforms to empower tribal and 
forest-dependent communities 
through community forestry 
programs, green job initiatives 
and eco-friendly livelihood 
opportunities. “True conser-
vation is achieved when the 
people living closest to nature 

are active participants in its 
protection and beneficiaries of  
its prosperity,” he added.

Minister Rana also appreci-
ated the officers and trainers of  
the Forest Training School for 
maintaining high standards of  
instruction and instilling profes-

sionalism among the recruits. 
He assured that the government 
remains committed to strength-
ening human resource capac-
ity in the Forest Department 
through enhanced training, 
technology adoption and infra-
structure improvements.

The Minister also felicitated 
the best-performing trainees of  
the 71st, 72nd and 73rd Forest 
Guard Training Courses, appre-
ciating their dedication, disci-
pline and commitment to pro-
tecting the region’s rich forest 
resources.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Suresh Kumar Gupta said that 
the forest frontline staff  plays 
an important role in forest pro-
tection and their sustainable 
management.

Later, Javed Rana also 
inaugurated a newly devel-
oped Forest Park and Eco-
Restoration Site at Chandaji, 
Bandipora, an initiative aimed 
at promoting environmental 
sustainability and revitalizing 
degraded land through eco-
friendly restoration practices.

 MLA Bandipora, Nizam-ud-
din Bhat; MLA Sonawari, Hilal 
Akbar Lone; PCCF, Suresh 
Kumar Gupta and other dis-
trict officers were present at 
the inaugural event.

After inaugurating the 
Eco-park, Minister Rana high-
lighted the innovative trans-
formation of  a former dump-
ing ground into a vibrant green 
space, terming it a ‘win-win 
initiative in the fight against 
environmental degradation and 
climate change’.

He noted that the project 
exemplifies the government’s 
commitment to responsible 
land management and circular 
use of  natural resources.

The Minister emphasized 
that such initiatives not only 
contribute to ecological balance 
but also enhance the aesthetic 
and recreational value of  the 
region.

He further observed that the 
new Forest Park is expected 
to emerge as a major tourist 
attraction for visitors en-route 
scenic Gurez Valley, providing 
much-needed boost to eco-tour-
ism and local livelihoods.

The Minister also appreciat-
ed the efforts of  Forest Depart-
ment officials, local stakehold-
ers and community volunteers 
whose contributions made the 
project possible.

He urged citizens to take 
collective responsibility in pre-
serving natural resources and 
supporting green initiatives 
that build climate resilience 
and long-term environmental 
health.

Pertinently, the eco-resto-
ration site, created by repur-
posing soil from the erstwhile 
dumping area, now serves as 
a thriving green zone featur-
ing native tree species, walk-
ing trails, way-side car park-
ing facility and eco-awareness 
installations.

LG Sinha interacts with 

Students of DPS Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Saturday met the outstand-
ing sportspersons of  Delhi 
Public School Srinagar at 
Raj Bhawan.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor commended the 
students for their excep-
tional achievements in 

both national and inter-
national sports competi-
tions. He also conveyed 
his best wishes for their 
upcoming games and 
future endeavours.

The delegation of  
students includes Hur-
riyah Showkat, Samma 
and Mysha Bilal Kanth 
(Silver medalists at 3rd 
Junior Asian Pencak Silat 

Championship), Zaid Ali 
(69th National School 
Games -Football), and 
winning team of  Inter-
DPS Football Tournament 
(Boys Open, Zone 1). They 
were accompanied by Ms. 
Monisa Khursheed, Vice-
Principal and Shri Muda-
sir Bashir, Sports Secre-
tary, Delhi Public School 
Srinagar.

Farooq Abdullah says BJP offered 

deal in RS polls, NC rejected it

Denies any secret pact, says BJP deal offer was rejected early

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: National 
Conference (NC) president 
Farooq Abdullah on Sat-
urday said the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) had 
approached his party 
ahead of  the Rajya Sabha 
elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir with a proposal 
to share seats, which the 
NC declined.

Speaking to reporters 
in Srinagar, Abdullah said 
the BJP wanted the NC to 
avoid contesting the polls 
in exchange for a seat 
arrangement. “They came 
to us and said—don’t come 
to the elections, give us the 
seats and take one,” Abdul-
lah said. “We refused. 
We came to the field and 
fought,” he added.

The NC won three of  
the four Rajya Sabha seats 
from Jammu and Kashmir, 
while the BJP managed to 
secure one, following an 
election marked by intense 
political maneuvering and 
shifting alliances. Abdul-
lah expressed gratitude to 

the Congress, the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
and independent legisla-
tors for supporting the 
NC’s candidates.

“It is because of  their 
support that we managed 
to win three seats,” Abdul-
lah said. “I am thankful to 
Mehbooba Ji’s party, to the 
Congress, and to the inde-
pendents from Langate 
and Shopian who stood 
with us.”

When asked about alle-
gations that the fourth seat 
was lost due to miscalcula-
tion or a lack of  prepara-
tion, Abdullah dismissed 
the claim as “propaganda.” 
“If  we had not prepared, 
how would we have got 27 
votes?” he asked.

He also brushed aside 
speculation of  any “fixed 
match” between the NC 
and other parties. “There 
have always been alle-
gations, even against 
prophets. We are ordinary 
people; we will face such 
things,” he said.

Responding to questions 
about the NC’s stance on 
electricity meters—an 
issue that has drawn 
public criticism—Abdul-
lah said power cannot be 
free. “Even when I was 
Chief  Minister, I said 
this—power is not free. We 
spend thousands of  crores 
on roads, schools, and hos-
pitals. We have to pay for 
electricity,” he remarked.

Abdullah also said 
that the NC’s three newly 
elected Rajya Sabha mem-
bers will represent Jammu 
and Kashmir’s voice in the 
Upper House. “You will see 
what issues they raise,” he 
said, adding that the party 
remains committed to safe-
guarding the interests of  
the people of  the Union 
Territory.(KNS).

NC Was Behind BJP Victory 
in RS Polls: Sajad Lone

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Peoples Con-
ference Chairman and MLA 
Handwara, Sajad Gani Lone 
on Saturday accused the 
National Conference (NC) 
of supporting the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) during 
the recent Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir. 
He also announced 
that his party will 
begin a campaign 
against the ongo-
ing reservation 
policy in the Union 
Territory.

Speaking at 
a press confer-
ence in Srinagar, Lone said 
that the current reservation 
structure was undermining 
merit in recruitment and 
education. “Open merit has 
been set aside. We are launch-
ing a public registration drive 
against this system. If  pro-
tests or hunger strikes are 
needed, we are prepared for 
that,” he said.

Lone alleged that during 
the Rajya Sabha elections, 
NC legislators assisted the 
BJP in securing one of the 
four seats. “The extra votes 
that went to the BJP came 
from the NC. Seven of their 

members supported the BJP. 
This was not cross-voting 
from others; they did it them-
selves,” he said.

He said that the outcome 
of the election showed that 
the NC and BJP were work-
ing together despite appear-
ing as political rivals. “They 
accuse others of  siding 
with the BJP, but their own 

actions reveal a dif-
ferent story,” Lone 
said.

The Peoples 
Conference chief  
also said that the 
Congress party 
was denied a fair 
opportunity in the 

elections. “The Congress 
should have been given a 
winnable seat, but NC offered 
them one that had no chance. 
A national party deserved 
better treatment,” he said.

Referring to past Rajya 
Sabha members from NC, 
Lone said that they had failed 
to bring any significant out-
comes from Delhi. He added 
that his party chose to stay 
away from the election pro-
cess. “I thank Almighty 
Allah that I abstained from 
voting. Otherwise, people 
would have accused me too,” 
Lone said.(KNS).

DC Srinagar visits Shrine of Makhdoom Sahib, Sharika Devi Temple
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo Saturday 
undertook a visit to the 
shrine of  Hazrat Sheikh 
Hamza Makhoom(RA) and 
Sharika Devi Temple atop 
Hari Parbat to assess the 
plan of  developmental and 
beautification works in and 
around these historic sites.

The DC was accompa-
nied by Chief  Planning 

Officer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar; 
SDM East, Zubair Ahmad; 
Executive Engineers from 
R&B, Water Works Divi-
sion, City Roads Division, 

and KPDCL, Tehsildar 
Khanyar and other con-
cerned officers.

At the Makhdoom Sahib 
Shrine, the DC took note 

of  the plan of  development 
and beautification works 
aimed at improving public 
amenities and facilities for 
devotees. He directed the 
concerned departments to 
ensure timely submission 
of  the plan for upgrada-
tion and developmental 
works while maintaining 
the sanctity and heritage 
of  the site.

The DC emphasized 
coordinated efforts among 
departments for smooth 

execution.
Later, the DC visited the 

Sharika Devi Temple atop 
Hari Parbat and reviewed 
the plan of  beautification 
and upgradation, planned 
to be carried out at the site. 
He instructed the execut-
ing agencies to expedite 
the submission of  the plan 
and ensure that quality 
standards are maintained, 
keeping in view the sig-
nificance of  the temple for 
devotees and visitors.

Javed Rana visits Bandipora, interacts with public delegations
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Minis-
ter for Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment 
and Tribal Affairs, Javed 
Ahmed Rana Saturday 
visited Bandipora and 
interacted with dozens of  
delegations at Gujjar and 
Bakerwal Boys (G&BB) 
Hostel here.

The Minister was accom-
panied by legislators Nazir 
Ahmad Khan, Nizamuddin 
Bhat and Hilal Akbar Lone 
along with senior officers 
of  district administration 
during the visit.

The aim of  the visit was 
to get a first hand account 
of  the developmental con-
cerns in the region so as to 
align government policies 
with the actual needs and 
priorities of  the region.

The deputations rep-

resenting local residents, 
students and community 
leaders raised key issues 
pertaining to the region 
like youth unemployment, 
poor infrastructure & daily 
hardships.

During the meeting, 
delegations expressed the 
urgent need to upgrade 
the region’s infrastructure 
and address other essential 
requirements. The repre-
sentatives highlighted the 
importance of  improving 
roads, transportation net-
works, healthcare services, 
educational institutions and 

communication systems.
They also stressed 

the need for better water 
supply, power distribution 
and sanitation facilities to 
enhance the overall qual-
ity of  life and promote sus-
tainable economic growth 
in the region.

Discussions also focused 
on Forest Rights Act imple-
mentation, cultural preser-
vation and holistic uplift-
ment in education and 
infrastructure.

Minister Rana gave a 
patient hearing to the griev-
ances and assured the del-

egations a dedicated review 
of  their grievances, pledg-
ing comprehensive and 
time-bound measures for 
accelerated and inclusive 
development of  the area.

He reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
balancing environmental 
conservation with sustain-
able development, ensur-
ing that all proposals and 
measures align with broad-
er ecological and social 
objectives.

This outreach by the 
Forest Minister under-
scores a holistic and 
responsive governance 
approach, making it clear 
that infrastructure devel-
opment, upgradation of  
facilities, tribal needs and 
employment will be cen-
tral themes in Bandipo-
ra’s development agenda 
moving forward.

Earlier, Minister con-
ducted a thorough inspec-
tion of  the Gujjar and 
Bakerwal Boys Hostel and 
called upon the concerned 
for improving hostel infra-
structure, with particular 
attention to the urgent 
requirement for enhanced 
facilities, increased accom-
modation capacity and 
upgraded amenities for 
Gujjar and Bakerwal youth 
pursuing higher studies.

He maintained that the 
provision of  all modern 
facilities is essential to 
address the existing gaps 
and to foster a conducive 
environment that supports 
both the academic and per-
sonal growth of  students.

 He underscored the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
improving the living condi-
tions and educational envi-
ronment of  tribal students.

VC LCMA Conducts Extensive Inspection of Dal-Nigeen Lake
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Vice Chair-
man J&K Lake Conser-
vation and Management 
Authority (JKLCMA), Man-
zoor Ahmad Qadri conduct-
ed an extensive inspection 
of Dal-Nigeen Lake, its navi-
gational channels, and the 
internal hamlets to evaluate 
the various conservation 
measures being implement-
ed by the Authority.

He was accompanied by 
Superintending Engineer, 
Executive Engineer, Tech-
nical Officer to VC and 
other senior officers of  the 
Authority.

During the visit, the Vice 
Chairman inspected the 
deweeding operations and 
other conservation efforts, 
including houseboat con-

nectivity enhancements, 
ensuring that these inter-
ventions uphold both qual-
ity standards and the site’s 
modern-day usability.

The Vice Chairman also 
directed that the acquired 
land be clearly demarcated 
and developed into eco-
friendly recreational spots.

Special emphasis was 
placed on controlling the 
sewage inflow from nearby 
hamlets to protect the lake’s 
water quality. Additionally, 

he instructed that cleaning 
of  navigational channels be 
prioritized to ensure smooth 
and safe movement through 
the waterways.

Such visits reflect the 
Authority’s commitment to 
balancing heritage preser-
vation, environmental con-
servation, and sustainable 
development, ensuring that 
Dal-Nigeen Lake continues 
to thrive as both an ecologi-
cal treasure and a hub of  
responsible tourism.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Sigh Of Relief For 
Kashmir's Tourism

W
ith Diwali holidays upon us, Kashmir's 
valleys are hearing a long-missing 
sound, tourists are walking through 
their doors. After months of debilitat-
ing silence following the disastrous 

Pahalgam attack, tourism destinations are starting to 
hum again. This new group of visitors is much more 
than a bulleted point on the seasonal statistics; it is a 
lifesaver for a regional economy that was nearing col-
lapse and it speaks powerfully to the resilience of the 
people of Kashmir and the travelers fond of visiting it.

The months of gloom were not only an abstract 
period of inactivity. They were a period of real 
struggle for people, hoteliers, shikara wallahs, trans-
porters, tour guides, and artisans, that depend on the 
tourism economy. The report on tourism is harsh in 
its description of people living in poverty. Cab driv-
ers were forced to sell his vehicle at a discount in 
order to pay back an unpayable loan, and the connec-
tion they have to the tourism industry represents just 
one of innumerable stories of challenge and adver-
sity. The stories of individuals represent a common 
experience of distress that gripped an entire sector, 
upsetting the lives of others and breeding uncertain-
ty about the future. The attack stole innocent lives 
are also forced the economy's collapse. 

Precisely this context is what makes the present 
moment so important. The revival of tourists is a 
manifestation of collective confidence. It reflects that 
the attraction of Kashmir and its people must prevail 
over the disruption. The expressions of visitors both 
from Mumbai and beyond about being amazed with 
"paradise on earth", and praising the warmth, is the 
strongest antidote to the fear factor. Their refusal to 
cancel a trip is a brave vote for normalcy.

But, we must not get carried away with unbridled 
optimism. Historically, tourism in Kashmir has 
been a delicate bloom, too frequently wilted by 
violence-cycles and political distortions. In addi-
tion to ensuring visitor security, the administration 
is tasked with visioning a robust long-term plan for 
the industry. The plan will have to include expan-
sion beyond traditional seasons, improvements in 
investment for infrastructure, and promotion of the 
Valleys potential on national and global platforms.

Now, the hope comes from the approaching 
winter season, when visitors generally return to 
Kashmir’s snow-covered scenery. Stakeholders in 
the sector have every reason to be hopeful. But 
hope must be accompanied by sustained and con-
crete action from the government to make sure that 
their hope will not remain a short-lived seasonal 
event but be the basis of ongoing stability. The 
people of Kashmir have exercised great resilience. 
They deserve a future in which their economic 
stability is not beholden to the next crisis. The 
tourists returning are the first green shoots of that 
hope; it is now a joint obligation to cultivate them 
into a forest of sustained prosperity.

Beyond Darkness: A Light They Carry Within

ASIF AHMAD BHAT 
             

L
ife is full of  experiences 
that open our eyes to 
realities we often ignore. 
Recently, I had one such 
experience that changed 

how I look at strength, resilience, 
and the meaning of  ability. We were 
celebrating the Diwali festival at an 
NGO that works for specially abled 
persons and other underprivileged 
sections of  society. The organisa-
tion’s main goal is to help them 
access better economic opportuni-
ties, especially in the government 
sector, through training and aware-
ness. The environment that day was 
filled with laughter, music, and cele-
bration. As the festival concluded, all 
the students began dancing with joy.

But among them, one student caught 
my attention — a visually impaired 
boy. He didn’t know the dance moves; 
he couldn’t see the beats or the lights. 
Yet he kept on dancing like the happiest 
person on Earth. His steps were imper-
fect but his spirit was flawless. In that 
moment, I realized — sometimes the 
brightest light comes from those who 
live in the deepest darkness.

A Glimpse Through Cinema and 
Reality

The very next day, I was watch-
ing the movie “Sitaare Zameen Par,” 
which beautifully portrays the neglect-
ed sections of  our society. The film 
reflects how our perspectives often 
limit the potential of  people with dis-
abilities. Watching it reminded me of  
a close friend of  mine, Rohit, a visually 
impaired student preparing for the SSC 
exams. He recently completed his Mas-
ter’s in Economics with an impressive 

percentage. One evening, we went for 
a walk to buy some essentials. At the 
shop, Rohit used his mobile banking 
app to make a payment. I noticed how 
people around us began staring — not 
out of  admiration, but disbelief, as if  
he was doing something impossible for 
someone “like him.” It was disheart-
ening. That moment showed how soci-
ety still views disability as incapacity 
rather than a different kind of  ability.

According to the 2011 Census, India 
has over 2.68 crore persons with disabil-
ities, which is about 2.21% of  the popu-
lation. However, as per the Ministry 
of  Statistics (2022), only 3 6 % 
of  them are employed, 
compared to the nation-
al average of  over 60%. 
Even though government 
initiatives like the Rights 
of  Persons with Dis-
abilities Act (2016) and 
Sugamya Bharat Abhi-
yan (Accessible India 
Campaign) exist, societal 
attitudes continue to be 
the biggest barriers.

The Story of Pra-
teek: Strength in 
Silence

These experienc-
es reminded me of  
another friend, 
Prateek, who 
is also visually impaired and works in 
the defense sector. He is an all-rounder 
— from repairing electric equipment 
to solving technical issues, he can do 
it all. Many times, I felt ashamed that 
even though I am “normal,” I couldn’t 
perform tasks that came so easily to 
him. Despite his government job and 
remarkable skills, he still faced harsh 
realities. Several landlords refused to 
rent him a room simply because of  his 
disability. It made me realize how physi-
cal blindness is not the real challenge 
— society’s mental blindness is.

According to a National Centre for 
Promotion of  Employment for Disabled 
People (NCPEDP) report, over 70% of  
educated disabled individuals still face 
discrimination in renting, employment, 
or even basic public access. This is not 

just a social issue but a moral one — a 
reflection of  how far we still have to go 
as a nation that claims “inclusion for all.”

When Mockery Meets Ignorance
 A few days later, during dinner 

with friends, one of  them started talk-
ing about the Diwali celebration and 
the dance performance of  Ashutosh, 
the visually impaired student who had 
danced so freely. My friend began to 
laugh and mock him, saying his moves 
looked funny. I went silent for a while.

 Then it hit me — for people like 
Ashutosh, dancing wasn’t just about 

movement. It was about 
freedom. Maybe 

it was the first 
time he got a 

chance to 
e x p r e s s 
h i m s e l f  
without 
j u d g -

m e n t . 
Society 

o f t e n 
m o c k s 

w h a t 
it does 

not 

understand. These individuals get so few 
opportunities to express their emotions, 
dreams, and talents that when they final-
ly do, we measure them by standards they 
were never meant to fit into.

 I felt deeply disturbed by this attitude. 
According to WHO estimates (2023), about 
15% of the world’s population lives with 
some form of  disability, yet most con-
tinue to face social stigma. In India, the 
National Sample Survey (2018) found that 
over 45% of  disabled individuals rarely 
participate in social events due to fear of  
mockery or exclusion. These numbers 
are not just statistics — they are stories 
of  human neglect.

A Girl Left Behind
Even more painful was the story 

of  a visually impaired girl student 
from our NGO. Her parents refused to 

let her come home for Diwali simply 
because of  her disability. They felt she 
might “cause trouble” or “not fit in” 
with guests. It was heartbreaking — 
a reminder that discrimination often 
begins at home.

The UNICEF Disability Report (2021) 
mentions that around one-third of  dis-
abled children in India are kept out of  
family gatherings or festivals, which 
severely affects their confidence and 
emotional well-being. If  family accep-
tance is denied, how can we expect 
social acceptance to follow?

A Lesson From Light
Though “Sitaare Zameen Par” was 

made to teach a lesson, the real lesson 
lies in how we behave outside the 
cinema hall. Even the character played 
by Aamir Khan initially showed igno-
rance — using insensitive words in a 
courtroom scene before realizing his 
mistake. It mirrors how our society 
often learns empathy only after con-
frontation. The truth is, the problem 
isn’t disability — it’s our perception 
of  it. Disability does not define limita-
tion; indifference does. Every person I 
mentioned — whether Rohit, Prateek, 
Ashutosh, or the girl student — carries 
a light within them, waiting to be seen.

Conclusion: Seeing Beyond What 
Eyes Can See

These experiences taught me that the 
real darkness isn’t in blindness, but in 
how we fail to see others with compas-
sion. A visually impaired person might 
not see the world, but they feel it — more 
deeply than most of  us ever will. As citi-
zens, we must not only rely on govern-
ment schemes but also take individual 
responsibility to create inclusive spaces 
— in our neighbourhoods, workplaces, 
and schools. Let’s begin by changing our 
vocabulary, normalising accessibility, 
and celebrating ability, not disability. 
Diwali is called the festival of  lights — 
but maybe true light is not what shines 
in lamps. It is what glows in the courage 
of  those who keep dancing, even when 
the world refuses to play the music.

Author holds Masters in history from 
the University of  Kashmir. He can be 

mailed at ahmadaasif619@gmail.com

‘The Air Is Killing Us’: When The Air Turns To Poison
LALIT GARG

O
nce celebrated as 
the symbol of  cul-
ture, energy, and 
progress, Delhi 
today stands 

shrouded in a suffocating 
haze of  smoke and dust. The 
poisonous air has reached 
such alarming levels that even 
breathing has become a risk. 
Recently, Delhi’s Air Quality 
Index (AQI) touched a danger-
ous level of  345, categorized as 
“severe.” This is not merely 
a health emergency for the 
residents of  the national capi-
tal but also a matter of  grave 
concern for both the BJP-led 
Central government and the 
Delhi government. Each year, 
as October and November 
arrive, the city’s skyline turns 
murky, and life begins to choke. 
The reasons are many — and 
the responsibility is collective 
— shared by the government, 
society, and individuals alike. 
Delhi’s place among the world’s 
most polluted cities is a damn-
ing commentary on our model 
of  “development.” The suffer-
ing of  patients with respiratory 
diseases under such conditions 
is unimaginable, and the toxic 
air is a silent cause of  many 
chronic ailments.

Among the key causes of  
this crisis is stubble burning. 
Farmers in Punjab, Haryana, 
and Uttar Pradesh set fire to 
crop residues, releasing micro-
scopic particulate matter into 
the air. The seasonal wind 
direction blows this polluted 
air toward Delhi, pushing 
its pollution levels sharply 
upward. Adding to this are the 
millions of  vehicles spewing 
exhaust fumes, dust from con-
struction sites, open garbage 
burning, and the crushing 
population pressure — all of  
which deepen the disaster. It 
would not be wrong to say that 
Delhi, in the name of  develop-
ment, has begun devouring its 
own existence. Once again, this 
year, Diwali fireworks sent pol-
lution levels soaring. Despite 
strong appeals from environ-
mentalists and religious orga-
nizations — and the Supreme 
Court’s decision to allow only 
“green crackers” — the real-
ity on the ground shows that 
this measure has failed. People 
burst polluting fireworks 
under the guise of  green crack-
ers, a clear reflection of  our 
self-destructive mindset. Envi-

ronmental experts have long 
maintained that calling green 
crackers “non-polluting” is a 
myth — and Delhi’s current 
situation reinforces this truth.

However, it would also be 
unfair to say that governments 
have done nothing. Both the 
Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment have, over recent years, 
initiated several measures. 
After Rekha Gupta became 
Chief  Minister and the BJP 
came to power, this problem 
was addressed as a top priority. 
The Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) was implemented, 
providing phased measures 
based on pollution severity. 
Subsidies were introduced to 
promote electric vehicles, 
thousands of  e-buses were 
deployed, smog towers were 
installed, and a “Green Delhi 
App” was launched to resolve 
complaints. Farmers were 
given alternative machines and 
subsidies to discourage stub-
ble burning. Yet, despite these 
efforts, the root of  the problem 
remains intact — because pol-
lution is not merely an admin-
istrative issue; it is a social 
and psychological one. We 
may blame stubble burning or 
fireworks, but the deeper cause 
lies in systemic failure. It is 
shocking that despite all mea-
sures, the AQI in most areas 

has crossed the 350 marks. 
Even after Diwali, the toxic 
air refuses to clear. The Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board’s 
interventions have had little 
visible effect, and the enforce-
ment of  GRAP-2 only reflects 
the gravity of  the situation.

Every winter, as the tem-
perature drops, Delhi’s air 
turns deadlier. Despite court 
interventions and repeated 
government announcements, 
little changes on the ground 
— proof  of  our collective neg-
ligence. Strict laws exist, yet 
open garbage burning contin-
ues, dust covers the streets, 
and old vehicles keep running. 
Green cover is vanishing; 
trees are being felled while the 
culture of  planting new ones 
fades away. This crisis cannot 
be solved by blaming govern-
ments alone; it demands citi-
zen awareness and responsibil-
ity. The government can make 
rules, but unless people change 
their habits, controlling pollu-
tion will remain impossible. 
Compared to other metros, 
Delhi’s condition is the worst 
— its pollution levels are often 
double those of  Mumbai, Beng-
aluru, or Kolkata. This is partly 
because Delhi suffers not only 
from local pollution but also 
from emissions drifting in from 
neighboring states. Hence, only 

a regional approach can bring 
lasting results. The Central 
government must coordinate 
with state administrations to 
develop a uniform and perma-
nent policy on stubble manage-
ment, industrial emissions, 
construction control, and 
vehicular norms.

At this point, pollution 
should no longer be viewed 
as a seasonal nuisance but as 
a national disaster. Environ-
mental awareness must be 
spread through schools, insti-
tutions, and religious orga-
nizations. Each residential 
colony should develop “green 
zones,” promote urban forests, 
and encourage every citizen to 
pledge to plant at least one tree 
a year. Public transport should 
be prioritized, and old diesel 
vehicles phased out rigorously. 
Undoubtedly, fireworks are not 
the sole cause of  Delhi’s chok-
ing air. Unchecked population 
growth, pollution from the con-
struction of  over one lakh new 
buildings each year, and emis-
sions from millions of  vehicles 
all play a part. As citizens, our 
irresponsibility continues to 
deepen the crisis.

Delhi’s pollution is, in 
essence, a mirror of  our failed 
development model — one 
where we multiplied comforts 
but lost the most basic ele-

ment of  life: clean air. This is 
not only a governmental fail-
ure but also the outcome of  
our collective insensitivity. If  
we do not awaken now, future 
generations will know clean air 
only through history books. It 
is time to rise above politics, 
blame games, and apathy 
— and unite for our right to 
breathe. The true mark of  civi-
lization lies not in exploiting 
nature but in preserving it. If  
we turn the air we breathe into 
poison, all symbols of  progress 
will become meaningless.

Above all, until people real-
ize that bursting toxic fire-
works in the name of  festivity 
is an act of  collective suicide, 
no court order or government 
directive can save us. This is a 
moment that calls for a joint 
moral initiative by political, 
social, and religious leaders 
alike. The crisis is not confined 
to Delhi or the NCR — cities 
like Mumbai and Kolkata are 
already following the same 
dangerous path. Unless we act 
decisively now, the capital of  
India will remain a capital of  
smog — a living reminder of  
how human progress, with-
out conscience, becomes self-
destructive.

The author can be mailed at 
lalitgarg11@gmail.com
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Flame That Burns Brighter: The Enduring Bond Of Marriage

MUSKAN SHAFI MALIK

A
s I hold my parents' wed-
ding card from 27 years 
ago and watch them on 
screen from October 26, 
1998, I wonder how time 

has flown so fast between the autumn 
of  1998 and the autumn of  October 2025. 
To many, these might be just numbers, 
but for me, they represent so much 
more: patience, love, care, respect, 
endurance, support, and so much else. 
Their marriage is not about materi-
alistic luxuries but about simplicity 
and mutualism. My mother, the cor-
nerstone of  our house, whom we call 
"braand kean" in Kashmiri, turned the 
foundation of  our home so strong she 
made a non-living space into a living 
and loving one. My father, whom I call 
the backbone of  our house, is a laborer 
who works in a formal dress as a medi-
cal representative. He has mingled his 
blood and sweat, day and night, to 
make our lives beautiful.

Every civilization is built on fami-
lies. I believe families are the basic unit 
of  society. A family starts with two 
people, and when children, the flowers, 
are added, its essence is enhanced. As I 
hear the stories from my mother, from 
books to baking, her sudden shift in her 
early 20s placed more responsibilities 
on her compared to our generation. 
At that time, the fear of  social life, the 
deeply rooted stigma, and the prejudice 
of  being a stranger's daughter, a "lukh 
garich koor," must have put immense 
pressure on her.

Despite what I believe were the 
constraints of  that society and era, 
she became a mother of  three and the 
most responsible wife. On the other 
hand, my father is a man of  infinite 
efforts and few words. For 28 years, his 
morning has begun while the whole of  
Kashmir was still asleep, and at dusk, 
his fatigue turns into prayer.

He may not have official titles, but 

the work he has done silently for soci-
ety has sustained his dignity through 
honesty and hard work. The love of  
both my parents is less poetic and 
more practical. Through his life, I 
have learned that masculinity is not 
about dominance, but about endur-
ance, humility, and silent strength. He 
respects my mother not out of  obliga-
tion but from admiration. Together, 
they prove that equality in marriage is 
not a Western idea but a human truth 
that existed long before we named it.

When I asked my father what this 
bond means to him, he replied, “Mar-
riage is a union of  two unknown souls 
written by fate at the wheel of  life, 
settled in heaven and celebrated on 
Earth. But beyond that, a great mar-
riage is not when 'I' and 'She' become 
'We,' but when 'I' and 'She,' even after 
27 years, still become 'We.' Our love is 
a flame that burns brighter with each 
passing year.”

Asking the same question to my 
mother, she replied, “When we got 
married, we were nothing, but by being 
together, we are everything now.” 
Although my parents are not the only 
example of  such a partnership, there 
are indefinite examples; the quality of  
the parents' bond profoundly affects a 
child and their future, and that is the 
main reflection here.

Within Islam, marriage is consid-
ered to be divine and sacred. It is about 
creating love, righteousness, and tran-
quility between partners. The Quran 
tells us that Allah has made pairs 
so they may find comfort with one 
another. Marriage serves many roles, 
such as morally educating people, con-
tinuing one's family line, and socially 
stabilizing society to foster respect for 
one another and for orderly and lawful 
relationships.

Psychology and science support the 
viewpoint that a positive connection 
between parents is also vital in main-
taining a child's physical, psychologi-
cal, and social well-being. In particular, 
Bowlby and Ainsworth's Attachment 
Theory illustrates how responsive and 
reliable caregiving promotes secure 
attachment, which produces empathy, 
trust, and confidence. Alternatively, 
a poor relationship between parents 
has harm in its own right. Social 
learning theory explains that chil-
dren imitate hostility or aggression 

observed at home, increasing defiant 
or antisocial behavior. Additionally, 
the strength of  the marital relationship 
is the underpinning of  the family unit. 
Nevertheless, in many social contexts, 
the extended family will impact the 
couple's lived experience in significant 
ways.

As I have witnessed, when joint 
families harbor prejudice, rigid expec-
tations, or unhealed grievances, these 
tensions often spill into the marital 
space. From my own research, I have 
met more than twenty women who 
shared experiences of  being asked 
to remain silent to preserve “family 
honor,” suppressing their grievances 
and carrying the emotional weight 
alone. On the other hand, the husband 
remains stuck among his parents, sib-
lings, and spouse, unsure whom to sup-
port. He is truly forsaken and teased as 
to where he needs to place his loyalty.

The dynamic develops a circular 
tension. The woman is asked to be 
quiet, and in being asked to be silent, 
she feels pressure to hide her frustra-

tion. At the same time, anxiety is creat-
ed in the man’s divided loyalty, discon-
necting him from himself  and his girl-
friend. Stigmas and biases compound 
small infractions, turning molehills 
into mountains, and harboring small 
disagreements into larger confronta-
tions, and sometimes precipitating into 
verbal or physical violence.

Breaking this cycle requires con-
scious boundary-setting and a shared 
understanding between partners. To 
act as buffers against external pres-
sures, there must be open communica-
tion and mutual respect. While chang-
ing entrenched family attitudes is not 
easy, a couple can create a protected 
space to address grievances, validate 
emotions, and make collective deci-
sions. The first step toward prevent-
ing its destructive consequences is to 
recognize the interplay between family 
prejudice and marital well-being. In 
societies where honor and stigma 
dominate, the emotional resilience of  
the couple becomes both a shield and 
a silent act of  resistance.

As I look toward the future, a press-
ing question arises: will new genera-
tions be able to maintain strong mari-
tal bonds? Will they be able to address 
the pressures that have complicated 
relationships for years? Pressures that 
come from anywhere except love.

The connection between partners 
is often judged by outsiders via their 
judgments, unwanted roles, and 
weighty burdens, not by the bond itself. 
The strength of  a marriage is not only 
through the love between two people; 
it is additionally expressed when they 
can agree on strategies to address these 
pressures together. If  the legacy of  
hierarchy continues to dominate, then 
the fragile fabric of  these connections 
may continue to fray.

The challenge for the next genera-
tions is to protect the sanctity of  part-
nership by remaining open, pushing 
back against the dead weight of  social 
prejudices and redefining respect and 
honor as a means to enhance the bond 
rather than suppress it. Only then can 
a marriage exist not as a silent acqui-
escence to tradition, but as engaged 
parties in a shared intention that burst 
with life even in the midst of  societal 
chaos.

Mental health distress is often 
caused by relationship matters. In 
India, almost 50% of  suicides among 
youth are connected to familial con-
flict, romantic issues, and marriage-
related stress. Globally, the rates of  
intimate partner violence are 27% for 
females over the age of  15, and intimate 
partner violence leads to a higher risk 
of  depression, PTSD, and anxiety.  In 
India, family problems can account for 
up to 34% of  suicides, and marriage-
related matters are estimated at 5%.

The family is indeed the basic unit 
of  society and the centre of  care and 
trust where hearts become one. A 
home becomes a world to share. Here, 
love and patience, the untouched 
things, build the frame of  both family 
and society. I believe that if  there are 
strong bonds at home, it is definitely 
a nation’s pride, for in its strength, a 
strong India lies.

Author is a postgraduate student 
in History at AMU, exploring social 

and cultural dimensions of  family and 
society. She can be mailed at muskan-

shafimalik@gmail.com

Understanding Gen Alpha: Cultural Shift Or What?

 DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

W
hen I saw the scene in 
"Kaun Banega Crore-
pati," where ten-year-
old Ishit told Amitabh 
Bachchan, "I know the 

rules, please don't start explaining 
them," I wasn't surprised at all. I've 
seen many children whose words are 
mature beyond their years, but whose 
emotions are far behind their child-
hood.

Some on social media called him 
arrogant, others said his parents hadn't 
instilled good values. But the truth lay 
deeper than these immediate reactions. 
That boy was, in fact, a mirror of  an 
entire generation—the generation we 
call the Alpha generation, the fastest, 
most impatient, and most unstable.

These children are growing up in an 
era where the answer to every question 
is just a touch away. Their childhood 
is filled with mobile phones, replac-
ing games with peers, and the glare 
of  the screen. They want everything 
“instantly”—answers, attention, and 
praise. But this immediacy comes at 
a cost. The part of  their brain respon-
sible for patience, judgment, and emo-
tional control is swept away by a deluge 
of  information before it can mature. 
The result is a rapid pace of  thought, 
while the ability to control it weakens. 
These children know a lot, but they 
don't know how to pause and listen.

Ishit's behavior reflected that 
unease. His words were confident, but 
behind that confidence was a hidden 
fear. At an age when children should 
be asking questions, he was eager to 
answer. This isn't just a child's ten-
dency, but a sign of  a broader social 
situation. This behavior isn't a sign of  
a mental illness, but rather the result 
of  unbalanced development. When a 
child is constantly trying to speak up, 
prove himself  right, and attract atten-
tion, he's living under some invisible 
pressure.

Often, these children are caught in 

an invisible competition. They believe 
they must appear intelligent and suc-
cessful at all costs. This superficial con-
fidence is a veil behind which lies inse-
curity, fear, and performance anxiety. 
When Ishit said, "If  I don't win twelve 
lakh rupees, I won't be allowed to take 
a picture with you," it was clear that his 
self-worth is tied to achievement. This 
pressure stems from the expectations 
of  family, school, and society.

Today's parents praise their chil-
dren's intelligence and achievements, 
but pay little attention to their emo-
tions. The priority is to make them 
smart, not disciplined. They forget that 
children's greatest learning power is 
imitation. They learn from our actions, 
not from our words. If  there is irrita-
tion, impatience, and bitterness at 
home, they will replicate the same 
patterns in society. The nature sown 
like a seed in the family grows into a 
tree in society.

The same scenario plays out in 
schools. A seventh-grade student 
declares, "I already know everything." 
An eighth-grade student breaks down, 

entangled in the web of  love and popu-
larity found on social media. This is 
not just the fault of  parents, but also 
of  the education system, which expects 
the same pace and results from every 
child. A child who doesn't fit that mold 
is labeled a rebel. Sometimes, their 
rebellion is merely a voice of  inconsis-
tency, not a crime.

The greatest paradox of  our time 
is that we have equated knowledge 
with speed. We have mistaken techni-
cal proficiency for maturity. But the 
real crisis is that our new generation 
is becoming emotionally unstable. 
They communicate with the outside 
world, but not with their inner selves. 
Schools, gadgets, and societal competi-
tion have robbed children of  the still-
ness of  childhood. Now, a quiet child 
is labeled "slow," while a loud one is 
labeled "successful." This is the para-
dox of  our civilization.

The problem lies not in the child, 
but in our perspective. We taught chil-
dren to speak, but not to listen; we gave 
them knowledge, but not empathy. We 
taught them achievement, but not bal-

ance. That's why today, any child who 
expresses their feelings is immediate-
ly labeled "uncultured," "arrogant," 
"rebellious." But that child is merely a 
reflection of  our own impatience. Our 
homes, our schools, and our society are 
collectively transforming that innocent 
mind into a machine that speaks a lot 
but understands little. Now, there's 
competition in education, performance 
in parenting, and comparison in soci-
ety. All three have robbed a child of  
their spontaneity.

Now, we need to change both our 
thinking and our systems. Children 
need empathy, not just knowledge. 
They need to be taught to endure, not 
conquer. If  we don't change course, 
qualities like humility and patience 
will be labeled as abnormal. Society 
is moving toward a path where the 
quiet will be considered weak, and the 
shouting successful. This is a danger-
ous time when the roots of  civilization 
are beginning to wither.

Ironically, the adults who criticized 
the child themselves use anger, disre-
spect, and abusive language on social 

media. How can a generation that has 
lost its self-control teach children deco-
rum? This is the deepest concern.

That child is not a flaw, but a sign. 
He shows us the direction we are 
headed. We are creating citizens who 
are technically adept, but mentally 
exhausted. That child is a mirror of  our 
inner haste, our expectations, and our 
imbalance. He needs to be understood, 
not scolded. Within every supremely 
clever child lies a bright but frightened 
mind, one that needs to be guided, not 
suppressed.

Unless we teach our children to 
value compassion over achievement 
and humility over intellect, they will 
continue to grow up under the burden 
of  our unfulfilled aspirations. That 
child was, in fact, a reflection of  our-
selves—and perhaps we should now 
fear the reflection we are increasingly 
turning away from.

The author is a freelance writer, 
educationist and social analyst. 

She can be mailed at priyankasau-
rabh9416@gmail.com
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Dr. Prakash Jha’s Play “Yashomati” 
Staged at Tagore Hall

JAMEEL ANSARI

SRINAGAR: A captivating 
theatrical play titled “Yas-
homati”, written by noted 
playwright Dr. Prakash Jha, 
was staged Saturday at Tagore 
Hall, Srinagar.

The event was organised by 
Shanti Manas Foundation in 
collaboration with the Jammu 
& Kashmir Academy of Art, Cul-
ture, and Languages (JKAACL) 
and drew an appreciative audi-
ence for its emotional depth and 
artistic finesse.

The play, directed by 
acclaimed theatre artist Anjali 
Ada, featured stellar perfor-
mances by Mangat Ram, Ravi 
Singh, Swar Kaul, Dr. Mukti 
Sharma Tiku, Anjali Ada, and 
Keshav Kakreja, who brought 
the characters to life with 
powerful portrayals.

“Yashomati” Play explored 
the complex emotions of human 
relationships, separation, and 
the enduring spirit of humanity. 
The profound dialogues, realistic 
performances, and compelling 
stage design kept the audience 
deeply engrossed throughout 

the show.
In her opening remarks, 

director Anjali Ada welcomed 
the audience and expressed 
her gratitude to Ms. Harvin-
der Kour, Secretary of  the 
Cultural Academy, for her 
support in making the produc-
tion possible.

The event was graced by 
Principal Secretary, Culture, 
Shri Brij Mohan Sharma as 
the chief  guest, along with 
Secretary JKAACL Harvinder 
Kour, Additional Secretary 
Adeel Saleem, Deputy Secre-
tary Syed Shakeel-ur-Rehma, 
former Minority Commission 
Member Neelam Ramila Singh, 
National Chairperson of  the 
National Human Rights Coun-
cil Shahida Parveen, President 
of  the International Human 
Rights Organization (JK Chap-
ter) Mohammad Altaf  Bhat, 
Media Incharge Mohammad 
Yaqoob Donoo, Chairperson 
of Smile Foundation Musarrat 
Bano, and Tariq Sheera of  the 
Sheher-e-Khaas Literary and 
Cultural Foundation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Secretary Brij 

Mohan Sharma described the 
play as a profound reflection 
on human emotions and cul-
tural continuity: “Yashomati 
is not merely a stage perfor-
mance but a living tale of  
humanity, closeness, and the 
pain of  separation. It reminds 
us that art and culture play a 
vital role in maintaining the 
emotional and intellectual 
balance of  society.

He further added that the 
Jammu & Kashmir Cultural 
Academy has consistently 
supported artistic works that 
promote peace, harmony, and 
human values. Commending 
the creative team, he said the 
play represents our shared cul-
tural heritage and expressed 
hope that such meaningful and 
high-quality theatrical produc-
tions will continue to inspire 
the younger generation toward 
art and humanistic values.

The event saw an enthu-
siastic presence of  theatre 
lovers, cultural activists, and 
members of  various social 
organizations. The proceed-
ings were conducted by Salim 
Salik, Editor, Sheeraza Urdu.
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CM Abdullah Inaugurates
Garden will redefine autumn tourism 

in Kashmir,” he remarked.
On the occasion, the Chief  Minister 

also inaugurated an exhibition featur-
ing a wide range of  ornamental, lavender, 
and other floral varieties cultivated by 
local growers with departmental support. 
He interacted with the floriculturists and 
appreciated the dedication and crafts-
manship of  the gardeners and field staff  
whose efforts brought the blooms to life.

The event was attended by MLA Zadibal 
Tanveer Sadiq, Additional Chief  Secre-
tary to the CM Dheeraj Gupta, Commis-
sioner Secretary Floriculture Zubair 
Ahmed, Secretary Culture, Director Flo-
riculture Kashmir and other senior offi-
cials.

PM Modi Has Worked
from Bihar,” he said.
He also called out Congress leaders 

Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, and Man-
mohan Singh, as well as Lalu Prasad 
Yadav, for remaining silent on security 
matters and criticised Rahul Gandhi for 
shielding infiltrators through his “Ghus-
petiya Bachao Yatra”.

The Home Minister said the Bihar 
Assembly elections would decide whether 
the state continues on the path of  devel-
opment or returns to misgovernance. 
"Under Modi, India strengthened nation-
al security through surgical strikes in 
2016, air strikes in 2019, and Operation 
Sindoor in 2025," he said—(KNO)

CIK Files Charge
banned organizations like Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT).
Investigators found that Khan not only 

propagated digital propaganda but also 
facilitated recruitment on the ground. 
His actions were aligned with Pakistan-
based handlers working to destabilize 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Earlier, three others were charge sheet-
ed in the same case: Waseem Ahmad 
Sheikhl, resident of  Kandoora Budgam, 
Junaid Ahmad Mir, resident of  Tikkipora 
Lolab, Shabir Ahmad Gojri, resident of  
Darbagh Harwan, Srinagar

CIK officials said the investigation 
remains active. Efforts are ongoing to 
identify and neutralize the wider digi-
tal ecosystem aiding terrorist activities, 
including social media handlers and sym-
pathizers operating from abroad.

Officials added that more arrests are 
expected as the probe continues.

This development reflects the contin-
ued efforts of  CIK and Jammu and Kash-
mir Police to dismantle both physical and 
online terror networks and protect the 
region’s youth from radicalization. (KNS) 

Those Who Betrayed
too should have openly supported that 

party,” he said.
The CM said that leaders who won the 

Rajya Sabha elections will raise their 
concerns in Parliament about issues such 
as statehood and special status.

The Chief  Minister was speaking to 
the media persons on the sidelines of  the 
inauguration of  Bagh-e-Gul-e-Dawood 
(Chrysanthemum Theme Garden) at the 
picturesque Botanical Garden in Sri-
nagar, which marked a new milestone 
in the Valley’s tourism and floriculture 
landscape.

Developed at Rs 1.869 crore, the Chry-
santhemum Theme Garden spans over 
100 kanals and is envisioned as a major 
autumn attraction in Kashmir. With its 
vibrant blooms in shades of  yellow, red, 
pink, and purple, the garden promises 
to bring new colour and charm to the 
Valley’s tourism calendar during the 

autumn months.
The Chief  Minister cut the ceremonial 

ribbon and declared the garden open to 
the public, describing it as “a floral cel-
ebration that adds a new chapter to Kash-
mir’s tourism story”.

Abdullah commended the efforts of  the 
Department of  Floriculture, Parks and 
Gardens for its role in establishing the 
theme garden.

He said the initiative would “address 
the off-season gap in tourism and enhance 
the autumn experience for visitors”.

Omar recalled that he had laid the foun-
dation stone of  Bagh-e-Gul-e-Dawood in 
November last year, drawing parallels 
with the success of  the Tulip Garden. 
“Just as the Tulip Garden transformed 
the spring tourist season, the Chrysan-
themum Garden will redefine autumn 
tourism in Kashmir,” he said.

On the occasion, the Chief  Minister 
also inaugurated an exhibition featur-
ing a wide range of  ornamental, laven-
der, and other floral varieties cultivated 
by local growers with departmental sup-
port. He interacted with the floricultur-
ists and appreciated the dedication and 
craftsmanship of  the gardeners and field 
staff  whose efforts brought the blooms to 
life—(KNO)

Rajya Sabha Polls
behind the scenes.”
NC president Farooq Abdullah rejected 

Lone’s claim, saying, “There was no ques-
tion of  gifting seven votes to the BJP. If  
that is the case then how was our candi-
date able to get 21 votes?” Abdullah added 
that the NC had been approached by the 
BJP to leave the fourth seat, which the 
party refused.

“We decided to contest on the fourth 
seat as well,” he said, thanking Congress, 
PDP, AIP, and independents for support-
ing NC candidates.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah 
described the outcome as a betrayal by 
unnamed legislators, stating, “It is unfor-
tunate, but those involved are known 
to all.” He added, “I am satisfied that 
at least not even a single vote from NC 
didn’t go in vain.” Omar also commented 
on other local matters, saying, “If  we can 
begin the tourist season early by open-
ing the Tulip Garden, we can extend the 
season with the Gul-e-Dawood garden. I 
congratulate all gardeners and officials 
of  the department.”

As political tensions linger, the after-
math of  the Rajya Sabha elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir continues to domi-
nate discussions, with cross-party accu-
sations and counterclaims keeping the 
spotlight on alleged deals, betrayals, and 
electoral strategies. (KNS) 

CS Reviews Arrangements
The Chief  Secretary urged the Traffic 

Department to take all necessary mea-
sures to secure the marathon routes on 
the day of  the event. He emphasized the 
need for a comprehensive traffic manage-
ment plan, including appropriate diver-
sions and issuance of  advance travel 
advisories to ensure the safety and con-
venience of  commuters.

He underscored the need to provide a 
memorable experience to all participants 
that reflects Kashmir’s hospitality and 
growing capability in hosting large-scale 
international events.

During the meeting, Additional Chief  
Secretary, Tourism, Ashish Chand-
erVerma informed that several renowned 
national and international athletes are 
expected to participate in this year’s edi-
tion.

He further noted that the event would 
also act as a platform to showcase local 
art, craft, and culture, with dedicated 
stalls promoting Handicrafts and Hand-
loom products from Jammu and Kashmir.

Director, Tourism Kashmir, Raja 
Yaqoob, presented a detailed overview of  
the operational plan, covering aspects of  
participant registration, route manage-
ment, volunteer deployment, and public-
ity campaigns.

He elaborated that the marathon will 
feature two main race categories the Full 
Marathon (42 km) and Half  Marathon (21 
km) are open to both men and women like 
the first edition of  this game here.

The routes will traverse Srinagar’s 
most iconic and picturesque locations, 
including Dal Lake, Mughal Gardens, and 
Chinar-lined boulevards, offering run-
ners an inspiring blend of  athletic chal-
lenge and scenic beauty.

The meeting was apprised that the Full 
Marathon (42 km) will take participants 
through a captivating circuit showcasing 
the natural and cultural splendor of  Sri-
nagar, while the Half  Marathon (21 km) 
will provide runners an equally enrich-
ing experience that combines endurance 
with the Valley’s breathtaking vistas.

Adding to the event’s grandeur, the 
Kashmir Marathon 2025 features an 
impressive prize pool, with substantial 
rewards for winners in both Full and Half  
Marathon categories.

For the Full Marathon, the overall cat-
egory prizes include Rs25,00,000 for 1st 
place, Rs20,00,000 for 2nd, Rs18,00,000 for 
3rd, Rs15,00,000 for 4th, and Rs12,00,000 
for 5th place. In the respective age-group 
categories (18–35 years, 36–50 years, and 
50+ veterans), cash prizes of  Rs1,00,000, 
Rs75,000, and Rs50,000 will be awarded for 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd positions respectively.

For the Half  Marathon, the overall cat-
egory winners will recetionRs15,00,000, 
Rs12,00,000,eRs 9,00,000, Rs6,00,000, and 
Rs3,00,000 respectively for the top five 
positions, while age-group winners will 
receiveRs75,000, Rs50,000, and Rs25,000 
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd positions respective-
ly for both men and women participants.

With its generous rewards, stunning 
routes, and vibrant community partici-
pation, the Kashmir Marathon 2025 is 
poised to emerge as a flagship sporting 
event showcasing the region’s spirit, hos-
pitality, and tourism potential.

Expressing optimism about the event, 
the Chief  Secretary remarked that the 
Kashmir Marathon would not only pro-
mote fitness and sportsmanship among 
youth but also serve as a major tourism 
promotion event, attracting visitors from 
across the world to experience the Val-
ley’s natural beauty and cultural rich-
ness.

Aga Ruhullah Mehdi
He argued that the people of  Jammu 

and Kashmir had given a “strong and 
clear mandate” to the National Confer-
ence in hopes that the party would repre-
sent them independently and end confu-
sion and division. “Unfortunately, it has 
been a year since that mandate was given, 
and the party has failed to act according 
to that sentiment,” he said.

“If  the party was not ready to fight this 
existential battle, then why did it make 
promises during the election campaign?” 
Mehdi asked. “Even with such a strong 
mandate, the party appears weak. The 
people of  Jammu and Kashmir did not 
make you dependent on others. After the 
Assembly elections, there was no need to 
form new alliances. Yet, the same mis-
takes made before the elections are being 
repeated.”

He warned that people would start 
looking for alternatives. “This qaum is 
not dependent on the National Confer-
ence, Congress, or BJP. For their wujood 
ki ladai (fight for existence), they will 
always find new options,” he said.

Mehdi added that if  the National Confer-
ence had respected the people’s mandate, 
no one would be asking why it was seeking 
support from others. “People trusted them, 
but that trust has not been honored,” he 

said. “No real fight has started.”
Asked about internal decisions attrib-

uted to him on social media, Mehdi said 
he often hears about decisions suppos-
edly made in his name that he never took. 
“Sometimes I feel there must be another 
Ruhullah out there making decisions for 
me,” he said. “I have neither made such 
statements nor taken such decisions. My 
position remains what it was before the 
elections.”

He said he had asked his party for clar-
ity on what message to take to voters. 
“Tell me what we have achieved politi-
cally in the past year based on the prom-
ises we made,” he said. “The party has no 
clear answer.”

Mehdi said he had earlier asked the 
party to resolve the reservation issue 
before filing nominations. “This issue 
affects our children and their future,” 
he said. “We should not be fighting our 
own children, the same children whose 
parents voted for us in difficult times.”

He criticized the government for threat-
ening students who raised their voices. 
“We say we will not bow to pressure, but 
we were elected precisely to be under peo-
ple’s pressure, to listen to them,” he said. 
“In a democracy, a leader who listens to 
people’s pressure grows stronger, while 
the one who shows arrogance perishes. 
That is dictatorship.”

“If  a ruler refuses to come under public 
pressure, then what is the difference 
between him and an LG? A true demo-
cratic leader is one who listens to peo-
ple’s genuine demands,” he said.

Mehdi said he had urged the government 
to show at least one “confidence-building 
measure,” such as resolving the reserva-
tion issue within three days, before the 
by-polls. “But that did not happen,” he 
said. “Instead, students received threats. 
If  this is the response, what message 
should I take to the people?”

He also referred to the government’s 
changing stance on electricity meters. 
“A year ago, we said meters were zulm 
(oppression). Now, after becoming Chief  
Minister, we are telling people to use 
them,” he said. “There is no consistency 
in politics or governance. How can I go 
before the people and justify this?”

He said he would therefore stay away 
from the Budgam by-polls. “People are 
the real judges of  their votes,” he added.

When asked whether he planned to 
float his own party amid widening dif-
ferences with the National Conference, 
Mehdi dismissed speculation. “Recently, I 
posted a simple tweet asking who in your 
community inspires you, gives you con-
fidence, and motivates you,” he said. “I 
hope the people of  Jammu and Kashmir 
will recognize and celebrate such honest 
and sincere individuals who still hold the 
public’s trust.”

“We must bring these forgotten but 
trustworthy people into public view,” he 
said. “We must celebrate those who are 
imaan-daar, Khuda-dost, and have integ-
rity. That is the least we can do.”—(KNO)

Rising Discontent
Modi’s vision for development and 

peace in Jammu Kashmir.Kashmir His-
tory Books

“I sincerely thank all the MLAs who 
have extended their support for this cause. 
This is just the beginning — let’s see what 
unfolds next,” Sharma remarked, hinting 
at possible political realignments in the 
near future. (KDC)

Legislators Voted Freely
and effort.
Regarding Sajad Gani Lone’s statement 

that seven NC votes were given to the BJP, 
Sharma said the accusation was irrele-
vant, questioning why Lone had not voted 
himself  and pointing out that abstaining 
from voting was undemocratic—(KNO)

CM Omar Calls For Quality And Innovation 

In Higher Education
Addresses Valedictory Session of NEP Conclave at AS College

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Saturday said that Jammu and Kash-
mir’s education system must continue to 
evolve with the changing times, empha-
sising that quality and innovation should 
remain the central pillars of higher educa-
tion in the region.

He was addressing the valedictory ses-
sion of  the two-day National Education 
Policy (NEP) Conclave-2025 organised by 
the Higher Education Department (HED) 
at Amar Singh College, Srinagar.

The event was attended by Minister 
for Higher Education Sakina Itoo, Advi-
sor to the Chief  Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Additional Chief  Secretary HED 
Shatmanu, Vice Chairman J&K Higher 
Education Council Prof. Dinesh Singh, 
Vice Chancellors of  various universities, 
Director Colleges Prof. Aijaz Bashir, Prin-
cipal Amar Singh College Ajaz Ahmed 
Hakak, principals, educationists and stu-
dents from across Jammu and Kashmir.

In his address, the Chief  Minis-
ter reflected on the transformation of  
India’s education landscape, observing 
that the traditional system of  rote learn-
ing has given way to a more dynamic, 

learner-centric approach.
“There has been a change in the ways 

of  providing education. Earlier, books 
were given to students, they memorised 
lessons, wrote exams, received marks and 
degrees, and were sent into the world — 
but with little practical readiness. Com-
panies would often say that we get edu-
cated children but must first make them 
‘unlearn’ before retraining them for the 
workplace,” he said.

He noted that the National Education 
Policy has enabled students to design their 
own degrees, combining subjects and prac-
tical exposure in ways that make them 
employable and confident.

“In our time, we had to choose between 
fixed streams—medical, non-medical, com-
merce or arts. Today’s students can design 
their degrees to suit their future aspirations. 
Alongside theoretical learning, the emphasis 
on practical exposure has given students the 
confidence to innovate and find real-world 
solutions,” the Chief Minister remarked.

Referring to the exhibition organised 
by students from various colleges, Omar 
Abdullah appreciated the ingenuity and 
problem-solving mindset demonstrated 
through several innovative projects.

He cited examples such as a finger-
print-based car ignition system linked 
with Aadhaar to prevent underage 
driving, carbon monoxide detection 
sensors for safety during winters, and 
automated water flow systems for frozen 
pipelines in cold regions.

“These are not just classroom ideas but 
real solutions to real problems. Our children 
are learning to think critically and apply 
knowledge to everyday challenges. This is 
the spirit that the National Education Policy 
seeks to nurture,” he said.

The Chief Minister also lauded the cre-
ativity of  students involved in traditional 
crafts, art, papier-mâché, needlework, bee-
keeping, and organic farming, describing 
them as vital forms of  vocational excel-
lence that reflect the diversity of  J&K’s 
educational strengths.

Referring to the innovative initiative 
Colleges on Wheels, the Chief  Minister 
said such programmes have broadened 
the horizons of  students, especially 
young women.

“It must have been difficult for par-
ents to allow their daughters to travel 
across the country on a train, but I 
am sure those journeys transformed 

their lives. I hope the Higher Education 
Department continues such experi-
ments so that our students exchange 
ideas and experiences,” he said.

Omar Abdullah congratulated the 
colleges that secured NAAC accredita-
tion, describing it as a recognition of  
quality assurance and academic excel-
lence. He encouraged other institutions 
to strive for similar standards.

“Getting NAAC accreditation is a 
big achievement. Those colleges which 
are yet to achieve it must make it their 
priority. Accreditation ensures that our 
institutions meet national benchmarks 
of  quality,” he added.

On the occasion, the Chief  Minis-
ter honoured college principals whose 
institutions received NAAC accredita-
tion and distributed appreciation cer-
tificates among students who excelled 
in sports and extracurricular activities 
across J&K colleges.

Earlier, Omar Abdullah visited the 
student innovation and craft exhibi-
tion organised on the sidelines of  the 
conclave, where he interacted with stu-
dents and appreciated their creativity 
and innovative ideas.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA.
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

NIT No:98/EEA/R&B of 2025-26/5768-78 Dated: 24-10-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,  CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. No Name of Work
Adv. Cost

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.

(In Rupees )

Earnest 
money (In 
Rupees )

Time of
completion M.H of Account Class of

Contractor
Project 

Authority

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1. Upgradation of Shahabad 
-Khankah Road. 87.37 1600/- 2% of Adv 

cost 30 days UT Capex Road Sector 
(NEW WORKS)2025-26 Aay PWD

Position Of AAA: Accorded  vide No: 155-SE/PS of 2025-26 Dated: 16.10.2025. 
Position of funds:  Committed.
Position of TS:              Accorded  vide No:171-SE/PS of 2025-26 Dated 22/10/2025
The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q),Set of terms 
and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in as per schedule 
of dates given below·-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 24-10-2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 24-10-2025
3 Bid submission Start Date 25-10-2025
4 Bid Submission End Date 03-11-2025 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)  04-11-2025 12:00 PM

1. Every participating contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid 
submission. No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked 
with the GST registered number of the successful bidder. (As percircular No. 01(ADM) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-2025 of J&K Finance 
Department ) (The participating contractor may disclose his Bank Account as per the format, devised as  Annexure- A of the NIT and 
submit/upload the same accordingly at the time of  submission of the bid).

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start date and 
bid submission end date) with NIT No., Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in favour of Executive Engineer R&B 
Division Awantipora (tender inviting authority) 

3. All the bidders must upload Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender receiving authority) (The Date of earnest money/Bid security should be between the 
Bid Submission start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

4. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Awantipora (tender receiving authority)as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid security @2% 
shall be released to thesuccessful bidder only on receipt ofPerformance Security @ 5% of Contract value which shall be released after 
successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

Sd/-    sd/- sd/-
Draftsman                 Tech. Officer  Executive Engineer
 R&B Division Awantipora.

DIPK-7509-25
DT: 25/10/2025

Vande Bharat Express 
halt at Reasi sparks joy 
among J&K locals

IANS 

REASI: In a boost to 
regional connectivity and 
tourism, the Northern 
Railway has announced 
an additional two-minute 
stoppage for the Katra-
Srinagar Vande Bharat 
Express at Reasi station, 
starting 29 October.

The decision, intro-
duced on a five-month 
trial basis, has been met 
with widespread celebra-
tion by residents, who see it 
as a game-changer for the 
area's economy and youth 
employment.

The semi-high-speed 
train, flagged off  by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on 6 June 2025, currently 
makes just one stop—at 
Banihal—between Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra 
and Srinagar.

Train numbers 26401 
(Katra-Srinagar) and 26402 
(Srinagar-Katra) will now 
halt at Reasi to-and-fro, 
departing Katra at 08:10 
AM and arriving in Sri-
nagar by 11:08 AM, shaving 
travel times while enhanc-
ing accessibility.

Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager Uchit 
Singhal, Jammu Division, 
said, "This responds to per-
sistent local demands and 

rising passenger traffic 
from Reasi, a key religious 
and tourist hub near the 
Vaishno Devi shrine and 
the iconic Chenab Bridge."

Locals erupted in grati-
tude, crediting Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw for heeding their calls.

One resident, speaking 
anonymously to IANS, 
said, "From the bottom 
of  my heart, thank you to 
Minister Vaishnaw. This 
was essential — tourism 
will boom, drawing more 
visitors to Reasi. Under 
PM Modi's visionary lead-

ership, we've seen bridges 
built and now the stopping 
of  this much-awaited train. 
It will cut unemployment 
and empower our youth."

Pankaj Malhotra, anoth-
er local, echoed the senti-
ment, "Reasi demanded a 
bridge earlier, and it hap-
pened. Now, the Vande 
Bharat halt from 29 October 
will bring outsiders, boost-
ing business at shops, taxis, 
and jobs for everyone."

Business organisations 
hailed the move as a "mile-
stone," predicting a surge 
in pilgrim footfall to nearby 

sites like the world's high-
est railway arch.

The Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rail Link 
(USBRL) project, featuring 
engineering marvels like 
the Chenab Bridge, has 
already transformed J&K's 
transport landscape since 
its partial opening.

Officials will monitor 
ticket sales closely, with 
a review slated after five 
months to assess viability.

"The Vande Bharat has 
redefined speed and com-
fort for J&K travellers," 
Singhal added.

Rights groups hold protest rally in 

Kolkata against SIR
IANS 

KOLKATA: Rights groups 
including Association for 
Protection of  Democratic 
Rights (APDR) on Saturday 
held a protest rally against 
the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of  electoral rolls 
planned in West Bengal by 
the Election Commission 
of  India (ECI).

As the poll panel is 
gearing up to conduct SIR 
of  Bengal's voter list, the 
rights body claimed that 
National Register of  Citi-
zens (NRC) will be carried 
out in the name of  SIR.

To mark their pro-
test,  members of  the 
rights group took out 
the rally from College 
Street in north Kolkata 
to Dorina Crossing in 
central Kolkata.

APDR alleged that a con-
spiracy is going on to take 
away the voting rights and 
citizenship of  many people 
through this process.

General Secretary of  
APDR, Ranjit Sur said, "In 
the name of  creating the 
voter list under SIR, every 
person aged 18 years and 
above will have to man-
datorily fill the SIR form. 

Along with this, every 
applicant will have to fill 
a self-declaration form to 
get their name included in 
the voter list. Along with 
the place and date of  birth, 
the place and date of  birth 
of  the parents will have 
to be mentioned compul-
sorily along with proof. 
Even the information of  
the husband and wife will 
be taken. But none of  these 
will be mentioned in the 
voter card. Then why is it 
being taken?"

He said that they want 
an accurate voter list and 

not SIR. According to him, 
the accurate voter list has 
been revised and updated 
twice.

The APDR general sec-
retary further said, "They 
will conduct NRC based 
on all this information. In 
2019, an attempt was made 
to include this information 
with the census. But then 
the government could not 
do it due to the pressure of  
the civic movement. The 
responsibility of  prov-
ing citizenship has been 
imposed on the individual. 
This is against the Indian 

judicial system. More-
over, the Election Com-
mission has no authority 
in this matter. There is a 
Supreme Court verdict in 
this regard. Most of  the 
people will not be able to 
get all the documents that 
are being asked for."

The rights body claimed 
that neither Aadhaar nor 
voter card is being accept-
ed by the Election Com-
mission. They fear that, 
if  the common man fails 
to submit the documents 
properly, his citizenship 
will be taken away.

Andhra bus tragedy: Bike was lying on 

road after hitting divider, says police
IANS 

KURNOOL (ANDHRA 
PRADESH): The motor-
cycle, which became the 
cause of  the deadly bus fire 
that killed 19 passengers, 
was lying on the road as 
the man riding it and the 
pillion-rider had met with 
an accident before the bus 
passed through the spot, 
police said on Saturday.

The police concluded 
after questioning Err-
iswamy alias Nani, the pil-
lion rider who had fled the 
scene after surviving the 
crash with minor injuries.

Shiva Shankar, who was 
riding the bike, died on the 
spot after the two-wheeler 
skidded and rammed into 
the road divider.

Kurnool district Super-
intendent of  Police Vikrant 
Patil said Erriswamy told 
the police that he pulled 
Shiva Shankar to the road-
side and was about to move 
the bike lying in the middle 
of  the road when the speed-
ing bus hit the bike and 
dragged it some distance.

As the fire engulfed the 
bus, he panicked and fled 
the scene and went to his 

native village, Tuggali.
Police identified Err-

iswamy after scanning 
the CCTV footage from a 
petrol pump, where the duo 
refuelled the bike around 
2.24 a.m. The footage indi-
cates that Shiva Shankar 
was under the influence of  
alcohol, and at one point, 
it appeared that the bike 
may skid.

The two friends had left 
Lakshmipuram village 
around 2 a.m. on a Pulsar 
bike for Dhone town in 
Nandyal district. After 
refuelling the bike, when 
they reached Chinnatekur 
on the outskirts of  Kur-
nool, Shiva Shankar lost 

control of  the bike and hit 
the divider. Shiva Shan-
kar died on the spot, while 
Erriswamy escaped with 
minor injuries.

The private bus, which 
was carrying 44 passengers 
and was on its way to Beng-
aluru from Hyderabad, met 
with the ghastly accident 
near Chinnatekur village 
on the outskirts of  Kurnool 
between 3-3.15 a.m.

While 19 passengers, 
including two children, 
were charred to death, 27 
passengers, including both 
drivers, escaped by break-
ing glass windows.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that as the 

motorcycle got stuck under 
the bus's belly, the friction 
and fuel leakage from the 
bike ignited the massive 
fire.

However, the cause of  
the accident had remained 
a mystery. Shiva Shankar’s 
body was found about 200 
metres away from the spot 
where the bus caught fire. 
It was not clear if  the bus 
hit the motorcycle or the 
motorcycle rammed into 
the bus.

Police had taken both 
bus drivers into custody. 
The bus driver who was at 
the wheel had told police 
that the motorcycle was 
lying on the road and that 
the bus had hit and dragged 
it some distance.

Erriswamy’s statement 
has validated the bus driv-
er’s statement. The driver 
apparently failed to notice 
the motorcycle lying on the 
road due to the darkness.

The bus driver, however, 
is facing charges of  negli-
gent driving leading to the 
huge tragedy. The police 
were continuing the inves-
tigation to ascertain if  the 
bus was being driven at a 
very high speed.

Govt plans reforms to support 
traditional media amid digital 
shift: Ashwini Vaishnaw

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment is preparing a 
series of  measures to safe-
guard traditional media — 
including print, radio, and 
television — from the dis-
ruptions caused by rapid 
digitisation, Union Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said on Saturday.

Speaking to reporters, 
Vaishnaw said the Centre 
is focused on removing 
regulatory hurdles in the 
media sector and introduc-
ing reforms in areas such 
as radio licensing and Tele-
vision Rating Point (TRP) 
systems.

“The government is 
working to remove regu-
latory barriers wherever 
they exist,” the minis-
ter said, adding that new 
TRP guidelines are being 
formulated to ensure fair 
revenue distribution for 
television channels, par-
ticularly from government 
advertisements.

Vaishnaw stated that 
the ministry has finished 
the first round of  consul-
tations on the TRP frame-
work and will shortly pub-

lish a second consultation 
paper that incorporates 
input from stakeholders.

He added that to give 
traditional outlets more 
funding, the government 
is thinking of  raising 
the rates at which print 
and television media can 
advertise.

The government is also 
attempting to integrate the 
Press Information Bureau 
(PIB), Central Bureau of  
Communication (CBC), and 
Registrar of  Newspapers 
for India (RNI) as part of  a 
larger initiative to simplify 
regulation and communi-
cation. The action attempts 
to improve coordination 
between policy implemen-
tation and media outreach.

In keeping with the gov-
ernment's efforts to fact-
check, he also revealed 
that a chatbot is being cre-
ated to assist in confirming 
the legitimacy of  videos 
and other online content.

According to the Union 
Minister, the PIB has 
increased the scope of  its 
public outreach initiatives 
by producing research-
based documents and 
backgrounders on impor-
tant topics.

India's rise on global stage marked by commitment to 
disaster relief and humanitarian assistance: Report

IANS 

MALE: As India emerges 
as a key player on the global 
stage, its commitment to 
disaster relief  and humani-
tarian assistance remains a 
defining feature of its foreign 
policy. This approach is qui-
etly powerful, consistently 
dependable, and grounded 
in the belief  that solidarity is 
the highest form of diploma-
cy in times of  need, a report 
said on Saturday.

According to Maldivian 
news outlet Truth MV, in 
a world marked by uncer-
tainty and disruption, 
India’s role as a humanitar-
ian first responder offers a 
principled and pragmatic 
model of  leadership, forged 
in the crucible of  crises, 
built on decades of  expe-
rience, and shaped by a 
vision of  shared humanity.

"India's foreign policy 
has undergone a profound 
transformation in recent 

decades, evolving from a 
largely reactive posture to 
one that is proactive, com-
passionate, and strategically 
engaged. At the heart of  this 
evolution lies a powerful 
and often understated pillar: 
humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief  (HADR). 
Far from being a peripheral 
concern, HADR has become 
a cornerstone of  India’s dip-
lomatic outreach, particu-
larly in South Asia, where 
the country has emerged as 
a reliable and preferred first 
responder in times of crisis," 
the report detailed.

It stressed that India’s 
humanitarian ef fort 

reflects not just its grow-
ing capabilities, but also its 
civilisational ethos, demo-
cratic values, and belief  in 
the principle of  'Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam', which sees 
the world as one family.

The report stated that 
multiple humanitar-
ian crises during 2014-
2025 further reinforced 
India’s commitment to 
swift, coordinated, and 
principled disaster relief  
across borders. The extent 
and sophistication of  the 
humanitarian and disaster 
relief  operations showcase 
India’s strategic intent and 
operational maturity.

“In 2023, Operation 
Karuna delivered critical 
aid to Myanmar following 
Cyclone Mocha, with Indian 
Navy ships transporting 
relief  supplies to affected 
areas. In 2024, Operation 
Sadbhav extended support 
to Nepal and Bangladesh 
after devastating floods, 
reinforcing India’s role as 
a regional stabiliser,” the 
report mentioned.

“The Indian Air Force’s 
deployment of C-17 Globe-
master aircraft to Vietnam 
and Laos, carrying genera-
tors, water purification sys-
tems, and hygiene kits, show-
cased India’s logistical agility 
and commitment to transna-
tional solidarity. Similarly, 
the dispatch of INS Satpura 
to Yangon with 53 tonnes 
of relief material worth $1 
million underscored India’s 
maritime capabilities and 
its readiness to act swiftly in 
humanitarian emergencies,” 
it added.

Trump says trade deal 
with South Korea 'pretty 
close' to being finalised

IANS 

WASHINGTON:  US 
President Donald Trump 
has said a trade deal with 
South Korea is "pretty 
close to being finalised", 
noting that he is "ready" if  
the Asian country is ready 
for finalising the details of  
the framework deal struck 
in July.

Trump made the 
remarks in a press meet-
ing aboard Air Force One 
on Friday, as he was en 
route to Malaysia as part 
of  his Asia trip that will 
also take him to South 
Korea and Japan. Seoul 
and Washington have 
struggled to bridge differ-
ences over how to imple-
ment Korea's US$350 bil-
lion investment pledge 
under the July deal.

"It's pretty close to being 
finalised," he said, accord-
ing to the White House 
pool report. "If  they have 
it ready, I'm ready."

In a separate online 
briefing on Friday, a 
senior US official said the 
United States is keen to 
"nail down" a trade deal 
with South Korea as soon 

as Seoul is willing to take 
"appropriate" commit-
ments.

The two countries 
reached their trade 
deal in late July, under 
which Seoul committed 
to investing $350 billion 
in the US, among other 
pledges, in return for 
Washington's agreement 
to lower its "reciprocal" 
tariff  and sector-specific 
duty on South Korean 
autos to 15 percent from 
25 per cent.

But the deal has yet 
to  take  ef fect  amid 
negotiations to recon-
cile dif ferences over 
a  series  of  st icking 
points, including how 
to fund the investment 
package.

In recent weeks, top 
South Korean officials, 
including Kim Yong-
beom, the presidential 
chief  of  staff  for policy, 
Finance Minister Koo 
Yun-cheol and Indus-
try Minister Kim Jung-
kwan, have visited Wash-
ington multiple times, 
underscoring Seoul's 
stepped-up efforts to 
finalize the deal.
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J&K Handball Association to Hold Trials for Federation Cup
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INOX CINEMA 
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

Movies Watchlist
Sunday, 26  Octoberth

BOOK TICKETS NOW 
www.bookmyshow.com, www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

Secy RDD calls for 
accelerated progress on 
Panchayat Ghars, PLCs in J&K
414 Panchayat Ghars completed; 40 Panchayat Learning Centres being established

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secre-
tary, Rural Development 
Department (RDD) and 
Panchayati Raj, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad, Saturday 
chaired a high-level meet-
ing with Deputy Commis-
sioners to review the status 
of  land identification for 
construction of  Panchayat 
Ghars, establishment of  
Common Service Centres 
(CSCs), and operationaliza-
tion of  Panchayat Learn-
ing Centres (PLCs) across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Secretary sought the 
intervention of  the Deputy 
Commissioners (DCs) 
to resolve pending land-
related issues hampering 
construction of  Panchayat 
Ghars, informing that 414 
Panchayat Ghars have been 
completed so far.

The meeting was attend-
ed by District Development 
Commissioners of  various 
districts, Director General 
Rural Sanitation, J&K, 
Anoo Malhotra; Director 
RDD Kashmir, Shabir Hus-
sain Bhat; Director RDD 
Jammu, Shahnaz Akhter; 
Director Panchayati Raj, 
Sham Lal; Deputy Secre-
tary RD&PR, Tahir Ahmad 
Magray; Superintending 
Engineers REW Jammu/
Kashmir, besides Assistant 
Commissioners Panchayat, 

Executive Engineers, and 
SPRC/DPRC teams.

During the meeting, the 
Secretary took a detailed 
review of  the physical and 
financial progress of  Pan-
chayat Ghar construction 
for FY 2023–24 and 2024–25. 
He directed the DCs to 
expedite land identifica-
tion for the remaining Pan-
chayats and ensure early 
resolution of  bottlenecks. 
He further advised explor-
ing relocation options in 
cases where suitable land 
was unavailable within the 
Panchayat jurisdiction.

Emphasizing timely 
execution, the Secretary 
directed officers to com-
plete formalities such as 
land mutation, revenue 
record updating, and geo-
tagging before submission 
of  Detailed Project Reports 
(DPRs).

Expressing concern 
over slow progress in 

some districts, the Secre-
tary instructed DCs to treat 
Panchayat Ghar construc-
tion as a top priority, con-
duct regular district-level 
reviews, and closely moni-
tor both physical and finan-
cial achievements.

He further directed 
that Assistant Commis-
sioners Panchayat (ACPs) 
and Executive Engineers 
ensure timely completion 
of  works while proactively 
addressing land disputes, 
tendering delays, and 
administrative approvals. 
The Secretary emphasized 
that district-wise perfor-
mance would be closely 
monitored.

On the co-location of  
Common Service Centres 
(CSCs), it was informed 
that 83% progress has 
been achieved for FY 2025–
26. The Secretary urged 
field officers to bridge the 
remaining gap to ensure 

universal coverage across 
all Panchayats.

He also announced that 40 
Panchayat Learning Centres 
(PLCs) are being established 
during the current year, 
directing DCs to make these 
centres fully functional at 
the earliest. He encouraged 
showcasing model Panchayat 
Ghars as Learning Centres to 
promote innovation and best 
practices.

Stressing eff icient 
implementation, Aijaz 
Asad called for regular 
monitoring, inter-depart-
mental coordination, and 
proactive problem-solving 
to ensure timely achieve-
ment of  RGSA objectives.

During the meeting, 
Director Panchayati Raj, 
Sham Lal, made a detailed 
presentation on the prog-
ress of  Panchayat Ghars, 
Common Service Centres, 
and Panchayat Learning 
Centres.

Satish Sharma interacts with BCCI President
Discusses  promotion, development of cricket infrastructure across J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Transport, 
Information Technology, 
Youth Services and Sports, 
Satish Sharma and BCCI 
President, Mithun Manhas 
held an extensive discus-
sion on promotion and 
development of  cricket 
infrastructure and asso-
ciated activities across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

During the interac-
tion, the Minister high-
lighted the Government’s 
commitment to nurtur-
ing sporting talent and 
strengthening grassroots 
cricket across Union Ter-
ritory. He emphasized the 
need for modern training 
facilities, youth engage-

ment programs, and struc-
tured tournaments to iden-
tify and support emerging 
players. He also called for 
giving special emphasis 

on Border areas as well as 
remote and far flung areas 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister also dis-
cussed the possibilities 

of  hosting inter-district 
and national-level tourna-
ments, enhancing coach-
ing support, and upgrad-
ing existing cricket infra-
structure to meet national 
standards.

Satish Sharma reaf-
firmed the government’s 
resolve to make Jammu 
and Kashmir a hub of  
sporting excellence, partic-
ularly in cricket, through 
collaborative ef forts 
between Jammu and Kash-
mir administration and 
National sporting bodies.

Mithun Manhas appre-
ciated the initiatives 
undertaken by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Government 
and assured full coopera-
tion from BCCI in develop-
ing cricket at all levels in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

ASHIQ HUSSAIN

JAMMU: The Jammu & 
Kashmir Handball Associ-
ation has announced it will 
conduct selection trials to 
form a team for the upcom-
ing 37th Federation Cup 
Handball Championship.

The national-level 
championship for men is 
scheduled to be held in 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, 

from November 25 to 29, 
2025.

Aspiring players from 
across the union terri-
tory will get their chance 
to showcase their skills 
during the trials, which 
are set to take place at the 
Playing Field in Shastri 
Nagar, Jammu. The trials 
will be held over two days, 
on October 29 and 30, 2025, 
commencing at 4:00 PM 

each day.
The Association has 

formally requested all 
Presidents and Secretar-
ies of  its affiliated units 
to ensure their players 
are present at the venue 
for the selection process. 
The selected squad will 
represent Jammu and 
Kashmir at the presti-
gious national tourna-
ment in Lucknow.

‘Deeply painful’: MPCA condemns 
molestation of Australian women cricketers

IANS 

I N D O R E :  M a d hya 
Pradesh Cricket Asso-
ciation (MPCA) on Satur-
day expressed profound 
dismay over the alleged 
molestation involving two 
Australian women cricket-
ers in Indore.

“No woman should have 
to endure such inappropri-
ate behaviour. We extend our 
deepest condolences to the 
affected players. This inci-
dent is deeply painful not 
only for the players but for 
the entire sports community, 
as well as for our state and 
city,” Mahanaaryaman Scin-
dia, President of  the Madhya 
Pradesh Cricket Association 
(MPCA), posted on his X.

A shocking incident of  
alleged molestation involv-
ing two Australian women 
cricketers has sent ripples 
through the cricketing 
world and local community, 
prompting swift arrests and 
strong condemnations from 
officials.

Scindia said that Madhya 
Pradesh, especially Indore, 
has always been renowned 
for the respect and safety of  
its guests.

The players, staying at 
the premium Hotel for the 
Women’s World Cup Crick-
et, were reportedly harassed 
while walking to a nearby 
cafe, casting a shadow over 
Madhya Pradesh’s reputa-
tion for hospitality.

Scindia further lamented 
the damage to the city’s 
image: “The inappropriate 
behaviour of  one individual 
has tarnished this prestigious 
image, leaving us all deeply 
saddened. We commend 
the swift and firm action 
of  the local administration 

and police, who promptly 
identified and arrested the 
accused. The MPCA stands 
in complete solidarity with 
the affected players and the 
Australian team during this 
difficult time and is commit-
ted to providing all possible 
cooperation to the investigat-
ing agencies.”

According to police offi-
cials, the incident occurred 
on Thursday when the two 
cricketers were approached 
by two young men on a 
motorcycle. The suspects 
allegedly began harassing 
them verbally and physical-
ly before fleeing the scene.

Distressed, the players 
immediately sent an SOS call 
to the hotel and team secu-
rity, Danny Simmons, who 
alerted local authorities.

Police responded prompt-
ly, identifying and arresting 
one of  the accused, 28-year-
old Aqueel Khan, on Friday. 
Investigations are going on 
to apprehend the second 
suspect.

Madhya Pradesh Min-
ister Kailash Vijayvargiya 
echoed the sentiment, stat-
ing, “If  this has happened, 
it is shameful... Strict action 

will be taken against those 
involved, as this concerns 
the honour of  our country.”

He assured that the 
government would ensure 
justice and prevent such 
occurrences in the future. 
The Australian team man-
agement has acknowledged 
the incident but declined 
further comment, focusing 
on player welfare.

Cricket Australia is 
reportedly in touch with 
local organisers to bolster 
security measures for the 
remainder of  the tourna-
ment. This episode has 
sparked broader discus-
sions on women’s safety in 
public spaces, particularly 
during high-profile interna-
tional events.

Local residents and crick-
et enthusiasts in Indore 
have voiced support for the 
victims, with many praising 
the rapid police response.

The MPCA has pledged 
enhanced protocols to 
safeguard all participants. 
The arrested suspect faces 
charges under relevant sec-
tions of  the Indian Penal 
Code, with a court appear-
ance scheduled soon.

3rd ODI: Kohli, Rohit reflect on 168-run partnership 
in vintage batsmanship after consolation win

IANS 

SYDNEY:  Following 
India’s dominant nine-
wicket win over Austra-
lia in the third ODI at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground, 
senior batters Virat Kohli 
and Rohit Sharma shared 
heartfelt reflections on 
their long-standing part-
nership, adding that the 
enjoyment of  playing 
cricket together has meant 
they have been able to 
stitch memorable stands.

On Saturday, Rohit’s 
strokeplay was crisp in 
hitting 13 fours and three 
sixes in his 121 not out off  
125 balls – his 33rd century 
in the format. Kohli’s com-
posure was unwavering in 
hitting an unbeaten 74 off  
81 deliveries, laced with 
seven boundaries, and he 
became the second-highest 
run-getter in ODIs.

Together, the duo 
stitched an unbeaten 168-
run partnership in an abso-
lute chasing masterclass 
and ensured India ended 
the series with a statement 
win by completing a chase 
of  237 with 11.3 overs to 
spare and avoiding a clean 
sweep defeat to Australia.

“Good to be out of  the 
pond, honestly (after con-

secutive ducks). You've 
scored so many runs in 
international cricket, 
but then the game shows 
you everything, even at 
this stage. Almost 37 in 
not many days, and I still 
cannot feel like I don't 
know how to get a run. I 
mean, this game is amaz-
ing. That's why we love bat-
ting; we love batsmanship. 
It's so challenging when it's 
not going your way.”

“Just to find your 
rhythm again, of  course, 
going out there, having a 
situation to play in always 
is something that always 
brings out the best in me. 
When Rohit's already bat-
ting there, it's pretty easy 
to kind of  keep rotating 
strike. We understand each 
other's game pretty well. So 

again, really good to have a 
big partnership and anoth-
er match finishing partner-
ship for us,” said Kohli to 
broadcasters at the conclu-
sion of  the game.

Rohit also echoed a 
similar sentiment. “I have 
always loved coming here 
and playing here. I enjoy 
playing cricket here in 
Australia. Fond memories 
of  2008 and a nice way to 
finish. I don't know if  we'll 
be coming back to Austra-
lia, but it was fun all these 
years that we played here. 
A lot of  good memories, 
bad memories, but all in 
all, I'll take the cricket that 
I played here.”

Kohli also reflected 
on the evolution of  their 
understanding over the 
years. “From very early on, 

it was pretty clear that we 
both understood the game 
pretty well. That's the only 
reason you can play for so 
long: when you have an 
understanding of  the situ-
ation, your own game, and 
how to apply it in different 
situations. That's some-
thing that we've always 
taken a lot of  pride in.”

“When we bat together, 
of  course, we understand 
we're probably the most 
experienced players now. 
But even back in the day, 
we used to think that if  
we had a big partnership, 
the kind of  strokes we 
could play, we could really 
take the game away from 
the opposition. It was just 
about communication, 
staying in the game.”

“It all started in 2013 
vs Australia, in the ODIs 
at home, when we really 
started getting those big 
partnerships together and 
really taking the game on. 
From then on, it was pretty 
clear. The opposition also 
knew that if  these guys are 
in for 20 overs together, 
any total is chaseable. The 
game's never done in the 
opposition's favour. So I've 
really enjoyed batting with 
Rohit. Good to know we've 
scored a few together.”


