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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication Heartfelt greetings to all on the sacred festival 

of Bhai Dooj. My wish is that this auspicious 
occasion brings happiness, peace, prosperity, 
harmony, and well-being into everyone's lives.

..Govt Failed On All Fronts

Session Too Short 
To Discuss Public 
Issues: LoP Sharma

UMAISAR GUL GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir Leader of  
Opposition and BJP MLA 
Sunil Sharma on Thursday 
expressed disappointment 
over the limited duration 
of  the autumn session of  
the Assembly, saying the 
government has failed to 
provide sufficient time to 
discuss pressing public 
issues.

“It is unfortunate that 
the government has allot-
ted very limited time for it, 

just 5-6 days,” Sharma said.
He said that several key 

public issues particularly 
electricity, water, and road 
need urgent attention. 
“People are waiting for 
basic facilities. The gov-
ernment has failed on all 
fronts,” he said.

Sharma also targeted 
Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, saying the oppo-
sition had high expecta-
tions from him. “It is unfor-
tunate that he neither gave 
ample time for the session 
nor is he working for the 
people,” he said. P-06

    Rajya Sabha Byelections

Congress, PDP 
Extend Support To 
National Conference

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Congress 
and the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) on Thursday 
extended their support to 
the NC, a day ahead of  the 
byelections for the four Rajya 
Sabha seats of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Congress described 
the decision as a “principled 
step” to prevent the Bharati-
ya Janata Party from gaining 
ground.

Addressing a press brief-
ing, Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee President Tariq Hameed 
Karra said the decision was 
taken after detailed consul-
tations with the party’s cen-
tral leadership and internal 
deliberations over the past 
two days.

“We have taken this stand 
after considering the sensi-
tivities of  our region and our 
identity as a secular, demo-

cratic force,” Karra said. “We 
have chosen to set aside our 
differences with the Nation-
al Conference to uphold the 
larger values we represent.”

Karra said that while 
the Congress had earlier 
expressed displeasure over 
NC’s approach to seat-shar-
ing within the alliance, the 
party ultimately decided to 
“rise above political friction” 
and prioritise the broader 
national challenge of  coun-
tering the BJP.

“Rajya Sabha elections 
this time have posed a moral 
test. We want the NC to stay 
united against any external 
pressure, and we extend our 
support for that cause,” he 
said.

Stating that the Congress’s 
fight was not limited to 
Jammu and Kashmir, Karra 
said the decision reflected 
the party’s national commit-
ment to defending India’s 
secular ethos. P-06

9-Day Autumn Session Of J&K Assembly 
Commences With Obituary References

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: The nine-day 
autumn session of  the Jammu 
& Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly commenced on Thursday 
with obituary references for 
seven departed souls, includ-
ing the former Governor of  
the erstwhile J&K State, Satya 
Pal Malik, and six legislators, 
ministers, who passed away 
since the last session, held in 
Jammu.

The proceedings began 
with the Speaker of  the House, 
Abdul Rahim Rather, remem-
bering all seven deceased and 
paid homage to them, high-
lighting their contributions.

The departed, who were 
remembered, included former 
J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik, 
former minister, Gulchain 
Singh Charak, former MLA 
Dina Nath Bhagat, former 
MLC, Ghulam Nabi Shaheen, 

former MLC, Ramesh Arora, 
former MLC, Sardar Moham-
mad Akhlaq Khan and former 
legislator Mohammad Sultan 
Pandithpuri.

During the obituary refer-
ence, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah; Leader of  Opposi-

tion, Sunil Kumar Sharma; 
Deputy Chief  Minister, 
Surinder Kumar Choudhary; 
Minister Javed Ahmed Rana 
and the MLAs including Dr 
Bashir Ahmad Shah Veeri, 
Dr Devinder Kumar Manyal, 
Ghulam Ahmad Mir, Rafiq 

Ahmad Naik, Dr Rameshwar 
singh, Mubarak Gul, Salman 
Ali Sagar, M.Y Tarigami, 
Khursheed Ahmad Sheikh, 
Pawan Gupta, Sajad Gani 
Lone, Aijaz Jan,  Abdul Majid 
Bhat Larmi, Nizamuddin Bhat, 
Vikram Randhawa, Balwant 
Singh Mankotia, Choudhary 
Mohammad Akram, Nazir 
Ahmad Khan Gurezi, Iftikhar 
Ahmed and Narinder Singh 
paid tributes to the departed 
souls.

The session comprises six 
sittings, including the obituary 
references held today.

The Assembly proceedings 
are expected to be stormy, 
with the opposition expected 
to target the government 
over governance failures, 
unfulfilled promises made 
in the NC’s election mani-
festo, demands for statehood, 
and reservation-related con-
cerns—(KNO)

CM Pays Tribute To Former Governor, 
Departed Members On First Day 

Assembly Pays Glowing Tributes To 
Former Guv, Legislators

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Thursday 
paid homage to former Gov-
ernor, legislators and min-
isters during obituary refer-
ences held on the opening day 
of  the Autumn Session of  the 

Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief  Minister said the 
departed leaders had all con-
tributed in their own ways 
toward the welfare of  the 
people. “None of  us is perfect; 
mistakes are P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Autumn 
Session of  Legislative Assem-
bly of  Jammu and Kashmir 
which commenced Thurs-
day paid glowing tributes to 
former Governor Satya Pal 
Malik, former minister and 

other legislators who passed 
away since the last session.

Addressing the House, 
Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather 
paid homage to former 
Governor Satya Pal Malik, 
former minister, Gulchain 
Singh Charak, former MLA 
Dina Nath Bhagat, P-06

PSA Against MLA Doda 
Unwarranted: CM Omar

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: Stating that the 
National Conference (NC) will 
bag all the four seats in the 
Rajya Sabha elections, Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Thursday said that he didn't 
think that imposing Public 
Safety Act (PSA) against MLA 
Doda was necessary.

“Majority of  the members 
in the Assembly are con-
cerned over the detention 
of  MLA Doda under PSA. I 

believe that he has not done 
anything that would make it 
necessary to impose the PSA 
on him,” Omar, said while 
replying to a query on the 
issue of  MLA Doda surfac-
ing in the Assembly on the 
first day of  nine-day autumn 
session.

He said that the assembly 
commenced with obituary 
references today in which 
the people who were earlier 
part of  the House and also 
had connections P-06

BJP’s Chugh Says Statehood For 
J&K Soon As Promised By PM, HM
Accuses CM Abdullah Of Unfulfilled Promises, Betraying People Of Budgam

NAVEED UL HAQ 

BUDGAM: Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) National General 
Secretary, Tarun Chugh on 
Thursday said that statehood 
for Jammu and Kashmir would 
be restored soon, reiterating that 
both Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah already announced 
this in Parliament and during 
their visits to the region.

Speaking to the media after 
addressing the BJP Budgam 
Assembly Constituency Conven-
tion at Alamdaar Colony, Mir-
gund, Chugh, said the decision 
on statehood has already been 
made by the Prime Minister in 
Parliament. "The Home Minis-
ter has also confirmed this. The 
process is underway, and it will 
happen soon,” he said.

Chugh accused Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah of  betraying 

the people of  Budgam and fail-
ing to deliver on promises made 
in his manifesto despite being 
in office for over a year. “Omar 
Abdullah betrayed Budgam. 
Not a single commitment from 
his manifesto has been fulfilled. 
The public is ready to respond 
to that betrayal by voting 
for Aga Syed Mohsin in the 
Budgam by-elections,” he said.

The BJP leader dismissed 
Abdullah’s claims that the 
Lieutenant Governor’s admin-
istration was hindering gover-
nance. “Except for the police, 
all ministries are under your 
control. Your ministers are 
enjoying red-beacon cars and 
government bungalows meant 
for public service, not luxury,” 
he said. "Even senior Nation-
al Conference leaders have 
acknowledged the government's 
failure to keep its promises."

Chugh accused the NC gov-
ernment of  neglecting impor-
tant areas like tourism. “Not a 
single new tourism project has 
been started. It’s PM Modi and 
the BJP who are working hard 
to make Jammu and Kashmir 
an international tourism hub,” 
he said.

The rally, part of  the BJP’s 
ongoing campaign in Budgam, 
was attended by P-06

CS Calls For Early Screening, 
Treatment To Make J&K TB-free

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Thursday 
chaired a high-level 
meeting to review 
the progress of  the 
TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan and 
assess the mea-
sures undertaken 
by the Health & Medi-
cal Education Depart-
ment to achieve the vision of  
a Tuberculosis-free Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended 
by Secretary, Health & Medi-
cal Education (H&ME), Dr. 
Syed Abid Rashid Shah; 
Mission Director, National 
Health Mission (NHM), Bas-
eer-Ul-Haq Chaudhary; Man-
aging Director, JKMSCL; 
Principals of  Government 
Medical Colleges (GMCs); 
Directors of  Health Ser-
vices, Jammu and Kashmir; 
HoD, Chest Medicine, GMC 

Srinagar; and senior fac-
ulty members from various 
medical institutions across 

the UT. Deputy Com-
missioners joined 

the deliberations 
through video con-
ferencing.

While review-
ing the current 

scenario, the Chief  
Secretary stressed 

the need for early identi-
fication and comprehensive 
management of  TB patients 
to ensure their complete 
recovery. He directed health 
professionals to undertake 
end-to-end monitoring of  
patients, encouraging them 
to personally adopt a few 
cases each, extend individu-
alized medical support, and 
maintain regular contact 
with patients to track their 
progress.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of  vigorous contact 
tracing, Dulloo P-06

‘Operation Sindoor’ Shows India 
Ready To Strike Hard: Rajnath Singh

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Describing 
‘Operation Sindoor’ as India's 
message to the world that it 
is always ready to respond 
to every challenge, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Thursday lauded the Indian 
Navy for its combat readiness.

Addressing top naval 
commanders in the national 
capital, the Defence Minister, 
said, “The world witnessed 
the Indian Navy's strength 
during Operation Sindoor as 
its deterrent posture forced 
Pakistan to remain in the har-
bour or near its coast.”

He said that ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ has sent a clear mes-
sage to the world that “India is 
capable” of  giving a befitting 
reply to the enemy and would 
respond to every challenge.

Singh commended the 
Navy for creating a "deterrent 
posture" during the operation. 

“It forced Pakistan to remain 
in the harbour or near its 
coast,” he added.

The Defence Minister 
described the Indian Navy's 
presence in the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR) as a matter of  
"comfort for the friendly 
nations" and "discomfort for 
those who seek to destabilise 
the region".

Singh said the Indian Navy, 
through its multi-dimensional 

capabilities, has played a lead-
ership role in the region.

"In the last six months, our 
ships, submarines and Naval 
aircraft have been deployed 
at an unprecedented scale. In 
addition, our Navy has pro-
vided safe passage to approxi-
mately 335 merchant vessels, 
equalling approximately 1.2 
million metric tons of  cargo 
and a trade value of  USD 5.6 
billion," he said. P-06

    Toxic Autumn Tradition

Burning Of Leaves, Branches 
Choke Kashmir’s Air

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: As autumn 
draws to a close in Kash-
mir, a familiar haze begins 
to settle over the valley, not 
from mist or fog, but from the 
widespread burning of  fallen 
leaves and tree branches.

The practice, deeply 
rooted in local tradition, is 
meant to produce charcoal 
for Kangris (traditional fire-
pots) to keep homes warm 
during the freezing winter 
months. But environmental-
ists and health experts warn 
that this seasonal ritual is 
causing severe damage to 
both public health and the 
environment.

Every year, as the prun-
ing season begins in apple-
growing districts like Pul-
wama, Shopian, Baramulla, 
Kulgam, and Anantnag, 
smoke rises from orchards 
and roadsides alike. The 
burning of  heaps of  leaves 
and twigs fills the air with 
thick smog, reducing visibil-
ity and worsening air quality.

“The smoke from burn-
ing leaves contains fine 
particles and harmful gases 
that can easily reach deep 
into the lungs,” said Dr 
Umar Mushtaq a scientist at 
Sher-e-Kashmir University 
of  Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (SKUAST).

Dr Umar said, P-06

“IT IS unfortunate 
that he neither 
gave ample time 

for the session nor is he 
working for the people,”

Unfortunate NC MLAs Politicising 
Obituaries: Sunil Sharma

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Senior BJP 
leader and Leader of  Opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma on Thurs-
day criticized National Con-
ference MLAs for remarks 
made against deceased mem-
bers during obituary refer-
ences, a day before the Rajya 
Sabha elections. He noted 
that the MLAs had visited 
the homes of  voters with the 
Quran, Islam’s holy book, 
while taking an oath to vote 
in the upcoming elections.

Sharma said he was disap-
pointed by the actions of  some 
NC legislators. According to 
him, the MLAs were vent-
ing their frustration against 
people who are no longer alive. 
“I am a little disappointed that 
some MLAs of  the National 
Conference have spoken 
against the people who are no 
more in this world,” he said. 
He added that there is a proper 
time to speak about mem-
bers who have passed away, 
and that obituary references 
should not be politicized.

Sharma also said that the 

NC’s actions reflected a focus 
on political matters rather 
than observing established 
norms in the House. “Unfor-
tunately, the National Con-
ference is suffering from a 
mental illness. They are sad-
dened by the fact that their 
homes are being demolished. 
The National Conference is 
saddening them. All the MLAs 
have come to their homes with 
the Quran. They have taken 
an oath to vote tomorrow. 
They are venting their anger 
here against the people who 
are no more in this world. P-06
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10:00 am to 4:00 Pm against the cash payment of Rs.200/=. The undersigned 
reserves the right to reject any or all offers without mentioning any reasons.

Thanking You,
 Sd/-
DIPK-7428-25 Principal
DT: 23/10/2025 GDC Dooru

DC Srinagar reviews 
progress on ABHA ID 
Enrolment, PMJAY-Sehat

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:- The Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo 
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing here at Meeting Hall 
of  the DC Office Complex 
to review the progress of  
health initiatives in the dis-
trict, including the enrol-
ment of  Ayushman Bharat 
Health Account (ABHA) 
IDs and the coverage under 
the PMJAY-Sehat (Golden 
Card) scheme.

The meeting also 
assessed the ongoing 
Tuberculosis (TB) con-
trol measures and related 
health interventions.

At the outset, the DC 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  achieving uni-
versal coverage under 
the ABHA ID initiative to 
ensure seamless access 
to digital health services. 
He directed the Officers to 
intensify awareness cam-
paigns and expedite the 
registration process across 
all Medical Zones/Blocks 
in the district so that citi-
zens are benefited from the 
government initiatives.

On the occasion, the DC 

also reviewed the prog-
ress of  the Ayushman 
Bharat—Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY), under which 
Golden Cards are issued to 
eligible beneficiaries,

The DC called for coordi-
nated efforts to saturate the 
process so that all eligible 
families can avail benefits of  
cashless healthcare services 
at empanelled hospitals.

During the meeting, 

the Deputy Commissioner 
also took stock of  the per-
formance of  Srinagar Dis-
trict under the National TB 
Elimination Programme 
(NTEP). He commended 
the Health Department and 
associated teams for their 
accelerated efforts and 
improved performance in 
efforts towards TB elimi-
nation.

The DC emphasized the 
need to sustain the current 

momentum and further 
strengthen grassroots-lev-
el initiatives to achieve the 
goal of  a TB-free district.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Chief  
Planning Officer, Fayaz 
Ahmad Dar; Chief  Medi-
cal Officer, Dr Tahir Sajad; 
Medical Superintends of  
SKIMS, JLNM, SMHS, CD 
Hospital, District Tubercu-
losis Officer, and all Zonal 
Medical Officers.

Bye-Elections to 27-AC Budgam

First Randomisation of Polling Staff 

Held at Budgam
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The first ran-
domisation of  polling staff  
designated for deployment 
across 173 polling stations 
for the Bye-Elections to 
27-Assembly Constituency 
Budgam was Thursday 
held at Budgam.

The randomisation was 
carried out by the District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
ud-Din Bhat, in accordance 
with the guidelines stipu-
lated by the Election Com-
mission of  India (ECI).

 Through this process, 
software-generated deploy-
ment of  1020 employees, 
including a 50% reserve, 
was completed to ensure 
transparency, fairness, and 
impartiality in the deploy-
ment of  polling staff.

Returning Officer (RO) 
27-AC Budgam, Deputy 

District Election Officer 
(Dy. DEO), Nodal Officer 
ETBPS, and other officers 
were present during the 
randomisation process.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DEO Budgam 
emphasised that the Dis-
trict Administration is 
fully committed to con-
ducting free, fair, inclusive, 
and peaceful elections in 
the constituency.

He further directed 
all concerned officers to 
ensure that every arrange-
ment from training of  poll-
ing staff  to logistics and 
communication facilities is 
completed well in advance 
as per the ECI mandate.

The DEO also reiter-
ated that transparency and 
accountability shall remain 
the guiding principles 
throughout all stages of  the 
electoral process for bye-
Election to 27-AC Budgam.

SKUAST-K takes Modern wheat Technology 

to Tribal farmers of Gurez
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In a 
remarkable stride towards 
agricultural empowerment 
of  tribal communities, 
Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of  Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology of  
Kashmir (SKUAST-K) con-
ducted a two-day mega out-
reach programme, under 
the Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) 
– AICRP on Seeds (Crops), 
NSP Srinagar Centre, in 
collaboration with KVK/
MAR&ES Gurez.

The initiative marked 
the formal introduction of  
SKUAST-K’s most novel 
wheat variety 'Shalimar 
Wheat-3' (SW-3) to the 
tribal farmers of  Gurez 
valley, ensuring that the 
benefits of  latest agri-
technology reached even 
the last villages along the 
LoC, including Chorwan, 

Gujraan, Abdulain and 
Chakwali.

A record 70 quintals of  
SW-3 seed, coupled with 
the scientific package of  
practices, were distributed 
among 700 tribal farmers, 
covering over 70 hectares 
(1400 kanals) of  land across 
the valley. The event drew 
wide appreciation for bring-
ing cutting-edge research 
directly to the doorstep of  
the most remote farming 
communities.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Principal Investigator 
NSP (Seeds), SKUAST-
Kashmir, Prof. Gowhar 
Ali, highlighted that Shali-
mar Wheat-3 represents 
the university’s latest 
innovation, a biofortified, 
disease-resistant, and high-
yielding variety capable of  
producing up to 38 quintals 
per hectare, significantly 
enhancing nutritional and 

economic security.
The key contributor to 

the development of  SW-3, 
Dr. Shabir Hussain Wani, 
emphasized that adoption 
of  the technology on sci-
entific lines would boost 
productivity and minimize 
dependency on external 
seed sources in Gurez.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Head KVK/MAR&ES 
Gurez, Dr. Hilal Ahmad 
Malik,  reiterated SKUAST-
K’s commitment to pre-
serving traditional crops 
while introducing Uni-
versity Released Varieties 
(URVs) to improve liveli-
hood opportunities under 
natural and organic farm-
ing systems. He added that 
the impact assessment and 
monitoring of  the technol-
ogy adoption will continue 
to ensure long-term ben-
efits for the tribal farming 
community.

Dir Agri kick-starts onion 
seedling sale at Kitchen 
Garden Srinagar

Social Welfare Department 
Srinagar  organizes Exposure 
visit  for CCI Students

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
Agriculture Kashmir, 
Sartaj Ahmad Shah Thurs-
day kick started sale of  
onion seedling at Kitchen 
Garden Lalmandi, Sri-
nagar.

 During interaction 
with the farmers and 
kitchen garden lovers 
Director Agriculture said 
that Department is vigor-
ously enduring to attract 
more and more farmers 
and kitchen garden lovers 
towards the vegetable 
sector.

He further said that 
department is producing 
seedlings of  different veg-
etable crops in hi-tech poly 
houses under controlled 
conditions in all the dis-
tricts of  Kashmir division 
and the seedlings would 
be distributed among the 
farming community of  
the region in a phased 
manner so that the pro-
duce reaches market in a 
way where it could fetch 
the farmer maximum pos-
sible returns.

He expressed satisfac-
tion and said that Depart-
ment has already met 
with the target of  provid-
ing seedlings of  different 
vegetable crops to the 
farming community of  
the region.

Highlighting the ongo-
ing Rabi season activi-
ties, the Director said the 
department is working 
to bring maximum area 
under cultivation of  dif-
ferent crops, while also 
linking agricultural pro-
duce with the market chain 
through a well-devised 
strategy to safeguard 
farmers’ interests.

“The Department is 
committed to producing 
and providing quality veg-
etable seedlings, as quality 
planting material plays a 
pivotal role in the overall 
success of  agricultural 
enterprises,” he added.

On the occasion, Joint 
Director agriculture exten-
sion kashmir, seed produc-
tion officer kashmir and 
some senior officers of  
the department were also 
present.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Social 
Welfare Department 
(SWD), SANKALP – Hub 
for Empowerment of  
Women, Mission Shakti 
Srinagar Thursday orga-
nized an Exposure Visit 
for students of  Child Care 
Institutions (Palash/Paree-
sha) Shalimar to the SPS 
Museum and SPS Library, 
Lal Mandi Srinagar under 
the Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) initiative.

The visit was aimed at 
providing opportunities for 
observation, discussion, 
and knowledge exchange 
among the students.

During the visit, stu-

dents first visited the 
SPS Museum, where they 
learned about history, 
science, art, and culture 
through firsthand observa-
tion of  artifacts and exhib-
its. They explored sections 
showcasing ancient sculp-

tures, coins, animal skins, 
heritage crafts, weapons, 
and papier-mache art, 
gaining valuable insights 
into the rich cultural heri-
tage of  Kashmir.

Later, the students visit-
ed the SPS Library, where 
they explored various 
books and resources while 
learning about modern 
library systems, informa-
tion management, and 
potential career opportu-
nities in library sciences. 
The visit aimed to encour-
age lifelong learning and 
academic curiosity, high-
lighting the importance of  
libraries as free and open 
sources of  information and 
knowledge.

The students were 
accompanied by staff  
members from SANKALP 
– Hub for Empowerment 
of  Women Srinagar, along 
with educators and care-
takers from Palash and 
Pareesha.

DLSA Sgr holds Legal Awareness 
Programme at Central Jail

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA), Srinagar, 
under the aegis of  the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legal Services Author-
ity, organized an awareness pro-
gramme at Central Jail, Srinagar, 
with the objective of  spreading 
awareness among inmates regard-
ing their legal rights and available 
legal remedies.

The programme was held 
under the chairmanship of   Prin-
cipal District and Sessions Judge, 
Srinagar,Tasleem Arief  and was 
conducted under the supervision 
of   Sub-Judge/Secretary, DLSA 
Srinagar, Sajad Ur Rehman.

The programme focused on 
educating the inmates about the 
process of  filing Special Leave 
Petitions (SLPs) before the 
Supreme Court of  India and the 
assistance available through Legal 

Aid Defence Counsels.
Deputy Chief  Legal Aid Defence 

Counsel delivered an insightful 
session on the filing procedure 
of  SLPs and apprised the inmates 
of  their legal rights as undertrial 
prisoners.

Assistant Legal Aid Defence 
Counsels spoke about ensuring 
access to justice at every crucial 
stage, including pre-arrest, arrest, 
and remand and emphasized the 
importance of  timely legal rep-
resentation to safeguard consti-
tutional rights. Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SOPs) related to 
premature release, parole, and 
furlough of  prisoners was also 
highlighted.

The awareness programme 
served as an important step 
towards promoting legal literacy, 
access to justice, and rehabilita-
tion through informed awareness 
among the Jail inmates.

Special Lok Adalat on 
Cheque Bounce Cases 
Organized at Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM:  District Legal Services 
Authority, Budgam, under the aegis of  
J&K Legal Services Authority, orga-
nized a Special Lok Adalat on Cheque 
Bounce Cases Thursday at the District 
Court Complex, Budgam, as well as at the 
Taluka Courts of  District Budgam.

The Special Lok Adalat was held under 
the Chairmanship of  Chairman, District 
Legal Services Authority (Principal Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge), Budgam, O.P. 
Bhagat and under the supervision of  Civil 
Judge (Senior Division)/Secretary DLSA 
Budgam, Nusrat Ali Hakak

  In this Special Lok Adalat, each Court 
had identified cases beforehand, which 
were thereafter placed before Seven 
Benches constituted by DLSA Budgam 
for settlement.

 During the Special Lok Adalat, a total 
of  48 Cheque Bounce Cases were taken 
up for amicable settlement, out of  which 
7 cases were settled with a settlement 
amount of  Rs 26, 23,000. 
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Chief Secretary reviews implementation of Mission YUVA
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Thursday chaired 
a high-level meeting to review 
the progress and implementa-
tion of  Mission YUVA, taking 
a detailed appraisal of  achieve-
ments made so far and chart-
ing the future course of  action 
with concerned departments 
and stakeholders.

The meeting was attended 
by Additional Chief  Secretar-
ies of  Higher Education, Plan-
ning, and Agriculture Produc-
tion Departments; Principal 
Secretary, Finance; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Industries 
& Commerce; Secretaries of  
Employment and Rural Devel-
opment Departments; Director 
Employment; Director, Handi-
crafts (Kashmir), besides other 
senior officers.

Vice-Chancellors of  Univer-
sities, Managing Director, J&K 
Bank, and Deputy Commission-
ers participated through video 
conferencing.

While reviewing the prog-
ress under Mission YUVA, the 
Chief  Secretary directed the 
Employment Department and 
J&K Bank to adopt proactive 
measures to meet the targets 
set for the current financial 
year. He emphasized that loans 

worth ₹1,000 crore must be 
disbursed to facilitate ground-
ing of  projects worth ₹2,000 
crore, thereby enabling aspir-
ing entrepreneurs to establish 
viable business ventures.

He underscored the need for 
enhancing the capacity of  bene-
ficiaries to transform their ven-
tures into successful enterpris-
es and called for convergence of  
all employment generation ini-
tiatives such as Lakhpati Didis 
under JKRLM, PMEGP, HADP, 
JKCIP, and PMFME with Mis-
sion YUVA to maximize their 
collective impact.

Highlighting the significance 
of  grassroots-level support 
systems, Dulloo directed that 
the Single Block Development 
Units (SBDUs), Block Hand-
holding Desks (BHDs), and 
YUVA Doots under the Mission 
be optimally utilized to facili-
tate on-ground execution and 
synergy with other government 
schemes.

He further instructed banks 
to depute their representa-
tives to the BHDs at block level 
to streamline the process of  
approvals and ensure timely 
sanction and disbursal of  loans. 
Deputy Commissioners were 
asked to closely monitor the 
establishment of  enterprises 
by beneficiaries and expedite 

processes from District Level 
Implementation Committee 
(DLIC) approvals to bank sanc-
tions and loan disbursals. The 
Chief  Secretary also urged dis-
tricts to complete the recruit-
ment of  required manpower for 
smooth functioning of  Mission 
YUVA structures.

To ensure wider outreach, 
the Chief  Secretary called for 
involving legislators, public 
figures, and local influencers 
in awareness campaigns. He 
advised strategizing engage-
ment with focus groups such 

as Lakhpati Didis, PM Vishwa-
karma beneficiaries, PMKVY 
trainees, and artisans from the 
handicraft sector, encouraging 
their participation under Mis-
sion YUVA.

Administrative Secretaries 
and Vice-Chancellors shared 
their insights and suggestions 
during the meeting, highlight-
ing best practices from other 
regions and recommending 
measures for capacity enhance-
ment and time-bound imple-
mentation of  the Mission.

Commissioner Secretary, 

Employment, Kumar Rajeev 
Ranjan, presented a detailed 
overview of  Mission YUVA’s 
achievements and objectives. 
He informed that the Depart-
ment aims to create success-
ful entrepreneurs in every 
panchayat, building local role 
models to inspire others.

He highlighted that the 
fourth phase of  the Udyam-
Jagriti campaign is currently 
underway, focusing on stu-
dents from Degree Colleges, 
Polytechnics, and ITIs; women 
in Self-Help Groups (SHGs); 

and beneficiaries with sanc-
tioned loans. So far, 16,000 
college students out of  about 
50,000 and 45,000 women SHG 
members out of  7 lakh have 
been reached under this 
phase. The Department is 
also contemplating capacity-
building sessions for legisla-
tors to familiarize them with 
employment and livelihood 
schemes for better outreach 
at the constituency level.

The meeting was informed 
that 1,23,350 registrations have 
been made on the Mission YUVA 

portal, with 53,138 applications 
received—of  which 50,544 per-
tain to nano-enterprises, 1,975 
to new MSMEs, and 551 from 
existing units. Out of  these, 
27,369 applications have been 
approved by DLICs, 7,462 bank 
sanctions have been issued, 
and 4,673 disbursals completed, 
with subsidies granted in 281 
cases. The average project cost 
is around ₹6.44 lakh, and ₹262 
crore has been disbursed till 
date.

The Chief  Secretary was also 
apprised about the buyer-seller 
app developed under the Mis-
sion to facilitate market link-
ages for registered enterprises 
and about initiatives to promote 
incubation and innovation-
driven entrepreneurship in the 
Union Territory.

Reiterating the government’s 
commitment to fostering youth 
entrepreneurship, Dulloo 
emphasized that Mission 
YUVA represents a transforma-
tive step towards empowering 
youth, enabling self-reliance, 
and creating a robust entre-
preneurial ecosystem across 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
called upon all departments 
and banks to ensure seamless 
coordination, timely support, 
and measurable outcomes for 
the Mission’s success.

Div Com Inspects Operational 

Readiness of 60 MLD STP Noorbagh
Project covering 15000 Households in Srinagar, to be commissioned on Oct 31: Anshul Garg

Div Com reviews Arrangements for 

2nd Edition of Kashmir Marathon
Directs beautification of route with potted plants, seamless facilities for participants

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, 
Thursday conducted an 
on-site inspection of  the 60 
Million Litres Daily (MLD) 
Sewerage Treatment Plant 
(STP) at Noorbagh, Sri-
nagar, to assess its opera-
tional readiness ahead of  
its commissioning sched-
uled for October 31.

The inspection was car-
ried out after completion 
of  a project of  the Compre-
hensive Sewerage Scheme 
for Greater Srinagar, 
initiated under the Jawa-
harlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission 
(JnNURM) at a cost of  Rs 
143 Cr which was later 
revised to Rs 157 Cr.

During the visit, Div 
Com highlighted the criti-
cal importance of  the proj-
ect in strengthening urban 
sanitation infrastructure 
and improving environ-
mental and health stan-
dards in the city.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Garg informed that 
the project was executed by 
the Urban Environmental 
Engineering Department 
(UEED) under the super-
vision of  the Housing 
and Urban Development 
Department.

“We have commenced 
the trial run of  the 60 MLD 
STP after NBCC and UEED 
geared up their resources to 

complete this long-pending 
project", Div Com said and 
added that once commis-
sioned it will immediately 
benefit around 15,000 house-
holds in Srinagar city.

Acknowledging the city’s 
expanding population since 
the project’s inception, 
Garg announced that the 
administration is already 
planning the second phase 
of  the project of  70 MLD 

capacity to cater increasing 
requirements in proportion 
to growth of the city.

He also directed the 
Superintending Engineer, 
UEED, to initiate the pro-
cess for acquiring a dedi-
cated power supply line 
to ensure uninterrupted 
functioning of  the plant 
and also get the DPR final-
ised for the utility shift-
ing, tertiary treatment, 

automated quality moni-
toring and other infra-
structural requirements 
within 1 week for consid-
eration of  the Administra-
tive Department.

During his interaction 
with local residents, the 
Div Com listened to their 
grievances regarding 
sewerage and stormwater 
issues and assured them 
that their concerns would 
be resolved at the earliest.

Addressing media que-
ries about the power sce-
nario in the valley, Garg said 
that power supply remains 
a top priority for the admin-
istration. “Regular reviews 
are being conducted at both 
the UT and Divisional levels 
to ensure regular power 
supply", he said.

"Currently the con-
cerned department is con-
ducting pruning of  trees, 
maintenance works, and 
augmentation of  buffer 
stock of  transformers to 
ensure overall prepara-
tion for winter", he said. 
The power scenario this 
winter is expected to be 
better than in previous 
years,” he added.

The Div Com was accom-
panied by the Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC), 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Srinagar, and 
officers from the Revenue 
Department and UEED 
during the visit.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, 
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing to review the prepara-
tions for the 2nd Edition 
of  the Kashmir Marathon, 
scheduled to be held on 
November 2.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner SMC, 
Director Tourism, Vice 
Chairman LCMA, ADC Sri-
nagar, SSP Traffic, Direc-
tor Health, and officers 
from departments includ-
ing Information, KPDCL, 
R&B, PHE, Youth Services 
& Sports, and other con-
cerned agencies.

During the meeting, Div 
Com emphasized ensuring 
comprehensive arrange-
ments at the flag-off  cum 
finishing spot, including 
electricity, sanitation, first-
aid, and toilet facilities.

He directed the Direc-
tor Tourism to share the 
detailed Marathon route 
plan with all concerned 
departments for effective 
coordination of  responsi-
bilities and arrangements.

The Director Tour-
ism and SSP Traffic were 
instructed to arrange an 
adequate number of  bar-
ricades for smooth traffic 
management on the event 
day.

To strengthen emer-
gency response, the Div 
Com directed the Health 
Department to deploy a 
water ambulance in Dal 
Lake and instructed the 
SDRF to keep their boats 
ready to assist the Tourism 
Department in case of  exi-
gencies. He also directed 
the Health Department to 
establish a field hospital 
at Polo View for post-Mar-
athon recovery of  partici-
pants and to set up seven-
teen aid stations along the 

route, adequately staffed to 
assist runners.

Commissioner SMC 
was directed to beau-
tify the Marathon route 
with potted flower plants 
in collaboration with 
SKUAST-K, and to ensure 
sanitation along the entire 
stretch as well as dog-
catching measures for the 
safety of  participants.

The R&B Department 
was instructed to ensure 
a pothole-free track, while 
arrangements for bot-
tled drinking water and 
refreshments were also 
reviewed.

The Div Com stressed 
the importance of  training 
and sensitizing volunteers 
regarding their roles and 

responsibilities during the 
event.

The meeting also dis-
cussed organizing a joint 
medal ceremony for the 
Full Marathon (seven 
hours) and Half  Marathon 
(three hours) at SKICC.

It also discussed 
arrangements for three-
day exhibition showcasing 
local products by depart-
ments including Handi-
crafts & Handloom, Horti-
culture, and Agriculture.

To ensure real-time 
coordination among 
departments, the Div Com 
directed the establishment 
of  a Command & Control 
Centre for the smooth and 
successful conduct of  the 
event.

Congress supporting us in Rajya 
Sabha Polls: Farooq Abdullah

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: JKNC chief  
Farooq Abdullah on Thurs-
day said that the Congress 
party is supporting the 
National Conference in 
the upcoming Rajya Sabha 
elections.

"Congress is with us and 
they are supporting us in 
Rajya Sabha Polls," Abdul-
lah told reporters.

Commenting on the 

recent remarks by Uttar 
Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath 
on halal certification 
labels, Abdullah said 
India believes in unity 
in diversity and that the 
country’s strength lies 
in preserving this diver-
sity. He added that no one 
remains in power indefi-
nitely and that a time will 
come when those in office 
will be removed.(KNS)

Omar Abdullah’s Govt Has Forgotten 
Its Promises: Tarun Chugh

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: BJP National 
General Secretary Tarun 
Chugh on Thursday said 
that the Omar Abdullah-
led government in Jammu 
and Kashmir has failed 
to fulfill the promises it 
made to the people and has 
diverted from its develop-
ment agenda.

Chugh said that the 
people had given the Nation-
al Conference a mandate to 
work for growth and welfare 
but instead the government 
had turned its focus toward 
privileges and power. He 
said ministers are seen 
moving in official vehicles 
and enjoying facilities while 
public expectations remain 
unaddressed.

Chugh said that the 
purpose of  governance is 
to deliver basic services, 
create jobs, and build 
infrastructure, not to 
create comfort zones for 
leaders. He said that the 
current government has 
shown little progress in 
sectors such as tourism 
and public development.

He also questioned Omar 
Abdullah’s record in tour-
ism, saying that no new 
projects have been started 
under his tenure. Accord-
ing to Chugh, the tourism 
sector in Jammu and Kash-
mir continues to face diffi-
culties and the government 
has failed to introduce any 
new initiatives to attract 
international visitors.

Chugh said that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the BJP are working to 
make Jammu and Kashmir 
an international tourist hub 
through a structured plan 
and that the progress is vis-
ible on the ground. He said 
that BJP’s efforts are focused 
on ensuring employment 
and stability for the people.

He said that even senior 
leaders within the National 
Conference have begun to 
express disappointment 
over the government’s per-
formance. Chugh said that 
twenty percent of  the gov-
ernment’s tenure has already 
passed and urged Omar 
Abdullah to start working on 
real development rather than 
repeating promises.(KNS)

Anti-Corruption Court Convicts 
Former JE in Forgery, Corruption case

Elections Observers inspect polling 
stations in Nagrota Constituency

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) on 
Thursday said that the Special 
Judge Anti-Corruption Court 
Pulwama, Noor Mohammad 
Mir, has convicted Sonaul-
lah Wani, then serving as a 
Junior Engineer in the Rural 
Development Department, in 
a long-pending case of forgery 
and corruption.

In a statement, an ACB 
spokesperson said, “The 
Court of Special Judge Anti-
Corruption, Pulwama, Noor 
Mohammad Mir, has pro-
nounced judgment in case FIR 
No. 24/2000 of P/S Vigilance 
Organization Kashmir (now 
ACB) registered under Sec-
tions 420, 467, 471 RPC read 
with Section 5(2) of the JK Pre-
vention of Corruption Act Svt. 
2006, convicting the accused 
Sonaullah Wani, then Junior 
Engineer, Rural Development 
Department.”

According to the ACB 
statement, the investigation 
revealed that the accused 
had forged his Matriculation 

Certificate and Service Book, 
fraudulently altering his 
date of birth from 08.06.1940 
to 08.06.1945. “By doing so, 
he managed to overstay in 
government service for 21 
months beyond his actual 
retirement age, thereby draw-
ing undue salary to the tune of  
Rs 2,62,760, causing equivalent 
loss to the State exchequer,” 
the statement said.

The ACB further stated, 
“Expert examination conducted 
by the Forensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL) Srinagar confirmed 
the forgery of signatures and 
seals, while verification from 
the JK Board of School Educa-
tion established the accused’s 
actual date of birth.”

After a full-fledged trial, 
the Court held that the pros-
ecution had proved the case 
beyond any reasonable doubt 
through “convincing docu-
mentary, expert, and oral 
evidence.” Consequently, the 
accused was sentenced to 
seven years of simple impris-
onment, fined Rs 3,52,760, and 
ordered to be lodged at Central 
Jail Srinagar. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  Election Observ-
ers for Bye- Election to 
AC-77 Nagrota Thursday 
visited a number of  poll-
ing stations to assess the 
arrangements made for the 
convenience of  the Voters.

The team consisting of  
General Observer Kunal 
Silku; Police Observer Avi-
nash Kumar and Expen-
diture Observer Ashish 
Yadav inspected polling 
stations at Nagrota, Pan-
jgrain, Khanpur and 
Rathoredhok.

During the visit, the 

Observers interacted with 
the locals and issued on-
the-spot instructions to the 
concerned ARO, police and 
other officials to ensure 
foolproof  arrangements at 
all polling stations, includ-
ing adequate lighting and 
drinking water facilities.

The team emphasised 
generating awareness 
among the voters regard-
ing the polling process, 
functioning of  grievance 
redressal mechanism and 
the importance of  maxi-
mum voter participation 
in a well-organised and 
peaceful atmosphere.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
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EDITORIAL

Restore Food 
Safety Standards 

On Streets

N
otwithstanding the cam-
paign against the sale of 
unhygienic non-vegetari-
an products, a semblance 
of sanity has fortunately 

been restored. The authorities deserve 
credit for initiating checks and aware-
ness drives to safeguard public health. 
However, much still remains to be done 
on the ground.

A sizeable number of roadside carts, 
particularly during the evenings, con-
tinue to sell barbequed items in open 
and unhygienic conditions. These 
stalls, though popular among both 
locals and tourists, often operate 
without basic cleanliness or proper 
licensing. The smoky aroma might 
attract the hungry, but beneath it 
could lurk serious health risks, from 
undercooked meat to contamination 
caused by poor storage and handling.

It is high time that the concerned 
departments conduct thorough exami-
nations and regular inspections of 
these vendors. Hygiene standards 
must be enforced stringently to 
ensure that the public is not exposed 
to unsafe food. Moreover, the street 
food culture, which forms an integral 
part of the region’s charm, should be 
regulated rather than discouraged, 
with training, certification, and desig-
nated zones for vendors.

Tourists and locals deserve to enjoy the 
delights of street food without fearing 
for their health. The government must act 
decisively to make sure that taste does 
not come at the cost of safety.

      Truth Beyond Festivals

Air Pollution In Indian 
Cities Is A Year-Round Crisis

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

A
ir pollution in Indian cities 
today is not just an envi-
ronmental problem but a 
profound threat to health, 
economy, and social stabil-

ity. Every year, as winter approaches or 
the festival of  Diwali approaches, dis-
cussions about air pollution suddenly 
intensify across the country. Images 
of  haze and smog fill news channels, 
newspapers, and social media. For a few 
weeks, people wear masks, governments 
make emergency plans, and then the 
issue is gradually forgotten. This ten-
dency—to treat pollution as a seasonal 
problem that lasts only a few days—is 
actually the biggest mistake. Because 
air pollution in India is not a temporary 
or limited problem for festivals but a 
multi-source, multi-sectoral challenge 
that persists throughout the year.

Air quality remains poor throughout 
the year in most Indian cities. Accord-
ing to the World Air Quality Report 2024, 
nine of  the ten most polluted cities in the 
world are in India, including Delhi, Ghazi-
abad, Bhiwadi, Faridabad, and Ludhiana. 
Delhi's average PM 2.5 level was found to 
be eighteen times higher than the World 
Health Organization's limit. Attributing 
this solely to firecrackers during Diwali 
hides the true extent of  the problem. The 
main causes of  pollution are active year-
round—vehicular exhaust, industrial 
emissions, construction dust, burning of  
garbage and stubble, particulate matter 
from thermal power plants, and the use 
of  domestic fuels.

Considering the problem merely 
seasonal also leads to reactive policies. 
Governments only act when pollution 
reaches its peak. Schools are closed 
for a few days, odd-even schemes for 
vehicles are implemented, firecrackers 
are banned, or construction activities 
are temporarily halted. These measures 
provide temporary relief  but do not 
address the root causes. As soon as the 
weather changes, all policies become 
ineffective. This approach is meant to 
postpone the problem, not solve it.

The effects of  air pollution aren't 
limited to just a few weeks. It impacts 
our bodies year-round. According to the 
World Health Organization, approxi-
mately 1.7 million people in India die 
prematurely each year due to air pollu-
tion. A study by the All India Institute 
of  Medical Sciences found that cases 
of  asthma, allergies, and lung diseases 
among children in Delhi increased by 10 

to 15 percent throughout the year. This 
proves that the effects of  pollution are 
not seasonal, but permanent.

It also severely impacts the economy. 
A 2023 World Bank report indicates that 
India loses more than a tenth of  its gross 
domestic product each year due to air 
pollution. Lost working days, increased 
health expenditures, reduced productiv-
ity, and increased medical burden all 
impact the country's economic progress.

When it comes to sources of air pollu-
tion, the transportation sector is the biggest 
culprit. India has millions of vehicles on the 
roads, most of which run on petrol or diesel. 
Old trucks and buses emit significant 
amounts of smoke. The number of small 
vehicles is so high that their emissions are 
continuously increasing the amount of  
nitrogen oxides and fine particles in the 
air. The industrial sector also contributes 
significantly to pollution. Many small and 
medium-sized industries still do not use 
clean fuels. Old boilers and coal-fired plants 
emit sulfur dioxide and metallic particles.

Dust from construction activities 
also contributes to widespread pollu-
tion. Exposed soil on roads, open piles of  
construction materials, and the trans-
portation of  sand and cement in uncov-
ered trucks release particles into the 
air. Similarly, stubble burning in Punjab 
and Haryana annually poisons the air 
in cities across North India. Research 
suggests that stubble burning increases 
pollution levels in Delhi and surround-
ing areas by 30 to 40 percent.

Burning household fuels such as 
wood, coal, or dung cakes also signifi-
cantly increases pollution levels, espe-
cially among poor households. Coal-
fired power plants still provide about 
60 percent of  the country's energy, and 
many of  these older plants operate with-
out pollution control equipment.

Controlling all these sources requires 
a long-term approach to policy and gov-
ernance. Lack of  coordination between 
the central, state, and municipal bodies 
remains a major obstacle. Many cities 
lack air quality monitoring stations, 
preventing the availability of  realistic 

data. Public awareness is also extremely 
low. Citizens associate pollution only 
with bad air days, rather than consider-
ing it a daily responsibility. Unless soci-
ety recognizes that clean air is a shared 
responsibility, the full impact of  any 
policy will remain elusive.

India launched the National Clean 
Air Programme in 2019, aiming to 
reduce pollution levels in major cities by 
40 percent by 2026. This is a commend-
able initiative, but it must be imple-
mented with rigorous monitoring and 
local enforcement, not just a budgetary 
announcement. Each city's geographi-
cal and industrial situation is different, 
so city-specific action plans are needed 
rather than a blanket policy.

The transportation sector must rap-
idly transition to clean energy. The 
proliferation of  CNG, electric vehicles, 
hydrogen fuel, and public transport is 
essential. Following the implementation 
of  the electric vehicle policy in Delhi, 
the share of  EVs in new vehicles has 
reached 17 percent. This demonstrates 
that citizens embrace change if  policies 
are clear and incentivized.

To prevent stubble burning in agricul-
ture, it is essential to provide technical 
and financial support to farmers. Organic 
technologies like the Pusa Decomposer 
and Happy Seeder machines are yield-
ing positive results, but they need to be 
widely promoted and the subsidy system 
strengthened. Concrete steps must be 
taken to encourage crop diversification 
and replace rice with crops that require 
less water and less residue.

Continuous emission monitoring sys-
tems should be mandated in the indus-
trial sector. It is essential to install desul-
furization units in coal-fired plants, and 
promote the use of  cleaner fuels such 
as LNG or PNG. It is also important to 
rapidly transition to renewable energy 
sources such as solar and wind, so that 
by 2030, India can obtain half  its energy 
from clean sources.

Incorporating green infrastructure 
into urban planning is also crucial. 
Cities should adopt green belts, rooftop 

plantings, open spaces conservation, 
and modern street cleaning systems. 
Measures such as covering and sprin-
kling water at construction sites should 
be implemented regularly.

Administrative reforms are also nec-
essary. The Air Quality Management 
Commission should be given greater 
powers to ensure effective coordination 
and enforcement across states. Clean 
air campaigns in schools, residential 
associations, and local groups are useful 
for citizen participation. Measures such 
as car-free days, public transport weeks, 
and waste segregation can increase 
civic awareness.

From a technical perspective, we 
must move towards data-driven policy-
making. Real-time monitoring, satellite-
based tracking, and the use of  artificial 
intelligence can identify and predict pol-
lution sources. This will allow for action 
before a crisis occurs.

India should learn from other coun-
tries around the world. Beijing, China, 
reduced pollution levels by 35 percent 
between 2013 and 2020 by reducing its 
dependence on coal, relocating indus-
tries out of  cities, and making public 
transportation cheaper. Los Angeles, 
USA, overcame a smog crisis in the 
1970s and cleaned its air through strict 
emission standards and technological 
innovation. These examples clearly 
demonstrate that improvement is pos-
sible if  the government demonstrates 
strong will, the public cooperates, and 
industries adopt technology.

Air pollution must be viewed not just 
as an environmental but also as a public 
health crisis. In India, polluted air 
reduces life expectancy by an average 
of  five years. The health system must 
also be prepared to address this issue. 
Respiratory disease care units should be 
established in primary health centres, 
and the importance of  clean air should 
be included in health education.

Future policy must involve equal 
roles for government, citizens, and 
industry. Governments must imple-
ment strict regulations and transparent 
monitoring, citizens must change their 
daily behaviour, and industries must be 
encouraged to adopt clean technologies.

The time has come for India to move 
beyond treating air pollution as a tempo-
rary crisis and place it at the center of  its 
long-term development policy. Clean air 
is not a luxury but a fundamental human 
right. This right cannot be secured by 
restrictions imposed during festivals or 
by a few days of  vigilance. It requires 
sustained year-round efforts, a scientific 
approach, policy firmness, and social 
cooperation. Only when both government 
and society collectively resolve that clean 
air is a shared duty for all will India be 
able to make its cities truly breathable.

Author is a research scholar in 
political science. He can be mailed at  

priyankasaurabh9416@gmail.com

A Letter To My Mother That She Will Never Read
SHAHRUKH BIN PARVAIZ

F
riday, 22nd August 2025, 
7:05 AM. Dear Maa, 
it was that morning 
when you broke me. It 
was the time my world 

went still. I remember your hand 
holding mine, your eyes closing 
slowly, your breath lightening. 
You gave me one last look, and I 
didn't know how to let go. I couldn't 
move, couldn't speak. I was weep-
ing within, in quiet, as if  my very 
soul had been broken. Nobody 
could hear that sort of  cry, Maa. 
Only Allah knows the way it was 
like watching you leave.

Since then, I've been living, but 
differently. Everything appears 
fine on the surface; people speak, 
life goes on, and time doesn't stop, 
but within me, everything stands 
still in that instant when your fin-
gers escaped my hands. I still have 
the heat of  your hand. I still see 
your face when I shut my eyes.

You weren't just my mother, Maa. 
You were my peace, my best friend, 
my home. Each day with you felt safe. 
Each word you uttered had kindness 
in it. You never spoke loudly; even 
when you were upset, it was gentle. 
I remember the day that I played 
outside without informing you. You 
waited, apprehensive, and when I 
returned, you gently tapped me on 
the hand, not with anger, but love. 
And then, like nothing happened, 
you smiled and handed me a hundred 
rupees, saying, "Go, but don't leave 
without telling me again." That's who 

you were: strict for only a moment but 
gentle forever.

You were like a fairy, Maa. Your 
eyes were filled with light, your 
voice was as soft as early prayer, 
and your face… I still cannot put it 
into words. Your beauty was from 
within. When you smiled, every-
thing around you seemed brighter. 
When you prayed, it seemed even 
the walls of  our home were blessed.

I miss you every moment, Maa. 
With every breath, I recall you. 
Every night I go to bed, I cry silently 
because I still hope to hear your call-
ing my name from another room. I 
still believe you will enter and say, 
"Where are you going?" But then 
silence responds to me. That silence 
is worse than anything.

You see, everyone keeps telling 
me to move on: "It's fate," "She's in 
a better place." I know they mean 
it well, but they don't see. How do I 
move on from my heart, Maa? How 
do I move on from the one who 
brought me to life? You weren't 
merely someone I lost; you were 
everything I ever had. You were 
the one who prayed for me even 
before I knew I needed prayers. 
You were the one who slept less 
when I was ill, who forgave me 
even when I didn't say sorry.

I sit sometimes in your room, 
just to be near you. Your smell still 
remains a combination of your fra-
grance and something which you had 
alone. I am holding your shawl, and 
for a moment, I am with you. Then 
I wake up, and the void comes again.

I remember the way you used 

to prepare not food, but love. You'd 
be hours in the kitchen, singing 
softly, tired at times but never 
ever complaining. You'd always set 
aside the best for me, even if  you 
went without. That's the kind of  
love only mothers can offer, unspo-
ken sacrifices no one notices.

Maa, recall those nights when 
we stayed up late, you speaking of  
life and me feigning ignorance but 
actually learning from you. You 
showed me kindness without ever 
telling me to do it. You showed me 
patience by just being patient. You 
taught me that strength does not 
necessarily show itself  in shout-
ing; sometimes it is in holding 
back, in forgiving, in still loving 
even when the world is difficult.

I see you in everything nice I 
do. When I assist someone, I can 
hear your voice saying, "Always 
be kind." When I pray, I recall how 
you used to stand before the prayer 
mat, serene and attentive, mur-
muring duas for all, particularly 
for me. I know you still pray for 

me, wherever you may be. Perhaps 
that is the reason why, despite 
pain, I still manage to stand.

They say that mothers never 
really die, that they live on through 
their children. I think that now. You 
live on in my words, in my tears, in 
all the good things I try to do. You 
live in my heartbeats, Maa. You're 
the fire that still burns inside me.

But there are some days that are 
too heavy. Some nights I collapse, 
muttering your name repeatedly, 
hoping somehow you can still hear 
me. I wish I could say to you how 
much I miss you, how much I am lost 
without you. At times, I dream of you, 
standing there, smiling, saying you 
are fine. I wake up with tears and 
peace simultaneously. Maybe that's 
your way of coming back to see me.

Maa, you were loving to all – the 
neighbours, the strangers, even 
those who hurt you. You never held 
grudges against anyone. You always 
used to say, "Forgive, beta; it gives 
peace." I try to do that, but it's diffi-
cult. The world is colder now. People 

pass and come, but nobody provides 
the kind of  love you provided.

Life without you is incomplete. 
Wherever I am, whoever I meet, 
there is a portion of  me with you, 
the little boy who ran to your arms 
after school, who cried only when 
you were not present, who thought 
your lap could mend everything.

I struggle to stay strong, Maa. 
I struggle to smile, to move on, 
to live the way you would have 
wanted me to. But sometimes, the 
pain is just too much. I sob not 
because you're no longer here, 
but because I was blessed to have 
someone like you and that love was 
snatched away too early.

I pray for you every day. I ask 
Allah to illuminate your grave, to 
envelop you in mercy, to take Jannah 
as your eternal abode. I see you there, 
at peace, smiling, with angels all 
around. The idea sustains me.

I know we will see each other 
again, Maa. Perhaps not soon, but 
someday Insha'Allah in a place 
where there are no goodbyes, no 
suffering, no sorrow. Until that time 
comes, I will keep you alive in my 
prayers, my words, and my heart.

You were, and will always remain, 
my everything, my heart, my home, 
my reason to be good. I love you 
beyond time, beyond this world. You'll 
never be forgotten, Maa.

I love you forever.
We will meet again in Jannah, 

my love.

The author can be mailed at 
shahrukhparvaix@gmail.com
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United Nations Day

From The Ashes Of War To The Dream Of Peace

Ambedkar Or B.N. Rao? The 
True Story Of The Constitution

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

O
ne of the most significant 
events in India's history 
was November 26, 1949, 
when the Constituent 
Assembly adopted the 

Constitution of  India. This document 
is not merely a legal framework, but 
a living philosophy, a symbol of  lib-
erty, equality, and justice. But over 
time, questions have arisen as to who 
was the true architect of  this Consti-
tution? Was it solely the work of  Dr. 
Bhimrao Ambedkar, or did a silent 
but decisive figure like B.N. Rao play 
a greater role in it?

The story of  Constitution-making 
doesn't begin with 1947. Its roots go 
much deeper, from the Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms of  1919 to the 
Government of  India Act of  1935. 
These reforms first gave birth to the 
concept of  federal government in 
India. It was during this period that 
a name emerges, Sir Binod Behari 
Narayan Rao, later known as B.N. 
Rao. Serving in high judicial and 
constitutional positions in the Brit-
ish administration, he developed a 
profound understanding of  the Indian 
administrative structure.

By the time the Second Round Table 
Conference was held in the 1930s, 
the direction of  self-government in 
India had become clear. After 1932, 
B.N. Rau was formally involved in 
the preliminary preparations for the 
Constitution. The Constitution Draft-
ing Office was established under his 
leadership in Delhi. In 1944, he was 
appointed "Constitutional Adviser" 
and in 1946, "Principal Constitutional 

Adviser." His task was to compile all 
the constitutional drafts, British laws, 
reports of  provincial legislatures, and 
suggestions from Indian leaders and 
prepare a basic draft.

By the time the Constituent Assem-
bly was formally announced on July 
14, 1946, Rao had already collected 
numerous drafts and legal sugges-
tions for the Constitution in his office. 
Consequently, he prepared the "First 
Draft" of  the Constitution and sub-
mitted it to the Constituent Assembly 
on October 30, 1947. This draft later 
became the basis of  the Indian Con-
stitution.

Meanwhile, political events were 
rapidly changing. In 1946, elec-
tions were held for the Constituent 
Assembly. Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, 
by then known as a renowned jurist 
and champion of  Dalit rights, lost the 
election from Maharashtra. Howev-
er, at the urging of  Lord Wavell and 
later Mountbatten, Nehru and the 
Congress leadership recognized the 
need for a scholar like Ambedkar to be 
in the Constituent Assembly. Conse-
quently, the Muslim League of  Bengal 
allocated him a seat from its quota, 

enabling him to enter the Constituent 
Assembly in July 1947.

On August 29, 1947, the Constituent 
Assembly formed a "Drafting Commit-
tee," with Ambedkar as its chairman. 
This committee's task was to review 
and finalize the draft prepared by B.N. 
Rao. Rao remained associated with 
the committee as an official advi-
sor. This is where Ambedkar's role 
becomes crucial.

Dr. Ambedkar's greatest contribu-
tion was that he did not allow Rao's 
draft to remain a mere legal docu-
ment—he imbued it with the spirit 
of  social justice and human rights. 
The fundamental rights of  the Con-
stitution, from Articles 12 to 35, are a 
result of  that vision. Provisions such 
as equality, liberty, the right against 
exploitation, religious freedom, and 
constitutional remedies are rooted in 
Ambedkar's social vision.

Although many fundamental ideas 
and institutional structures, such as 
the Supreme Court, High Courts, the 
federal structure, and the Directive 
Principles of  State Policy, had already 
been discussed in the Constituent 
Assembly, Ambedkar adapted them to 

the practical and Indian social struc-
ture. This is why the Constitution is 
called a "living document."

The roles of  B.N. Rao and Ambed-
kar were complementary. Rao's 
approach was legal and structural, 
while Ambedkar's was social and 
reformist. Rao laid the foundation 
for the Constitution, while Ambed-
kar gave it its soul. This balance is 
what makes the Indian Constitution 
unique.

It is also true that the Objectives 
Resolution of  the Constitution (later 
known as the Preamble) had already 
been passed by the Constituent 
Assembly in January 1947. It already 
contained the spirit of  declaring India 
a "sovereign, democratic republic." 
Similarly, discussions on fundamen-
tal rights had begun in June 1947. But 
the credit for giving practical shape to 
these principles goes to the Drafting 
Committee, headed by Ambedkar.

When the Constitution came into 
effect after independence, the world 
saw how a diverse, multilingual, and 
multi-religious nation could remain 
united within a constitutional frame-
work. This achievement wasn't the 

work of  a single individual—it was the 
work of  all 299 members who deliber-
ated in the Constituent Assembly for 
2 years, 11 months, and 18 days. But 
it's also true that without B.N. Rao, 
that basic structure would not have 
existed, and without Ambedkar, that 
structure would have been soulless.

It often happens in history that 
political symbols overshadow intellec-
tual contributions. Ambedkar was a 
people's leader, so naturally his name 
became more famous. Rao's contribu-
tion was silent, but deeply decisive. 
It's like an architect planning a build-
ing and someone else bringing it to 
life and decorating it. If  either one is 
removed, the work remains incom-
plete.

The time has come for Indian society 
to view the story of  the creation of its 
Constitution not merely through the 
lens of  personality cult, but as an insti-
tutional and intellectual process. The 
Constitution is not the product of  any 
one individual, but of  India's collective 
consciousness—the consciousness that, 
after slavery, dreamed of  democracy 
and transformed it into reality.

If  we are citizens of  independent 
India today, enjoying the rights of  
equality and freedom, we must pay 
tribute to all those who made this 
journey possible. B.N. Rao's profound 
legal knowledge, Dr. Ambedkar's 
social vision, Jawaharlal Nehru's 
political foresight, Sardar Patel's orga-
nizational ability—these are the roots 
of  the mighty tree we call the Indian 
Constitution.

Therefore, the debate about “who is 
the real architect” is a narrow perspec-
tive. The correct question should be, 
“Who contributed what to our consti-
tutional process?” History does justice 
when it looks at the whole truth, not 
just famous figures. Both B.N. Rao and 
Dr. Ambedkar are indispensable chap-
ters in that history—one drafted the 
Constitution, the other gave it soul.

Author is a TV panelist. He can be 
mailed at DrSatywanWriter@out-

looksaurabh.onmicrosoft.com

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

E
very year on October 24, 
the world observes United 
Nations Day, a moment to 
celebrate the founding of  
an institution born from 

the ashes of  war and built upon the 
hope of  lasting peace. The day serves 
as both a commemoration and a call 
to action, a reminder that while prog-
ress has been made, the pursuit of  
global harmony remains an ongoing 
mission.

Meaning and Purpose
United Nations Day marks the anni-

versary of  the entry into force of  the 
UN Charter in 1945, the foundational 
treaty that gave birth to the United 
Nations (UN). This day symbolizes 
humanity’s collective aspiration to 
prevent future wars, protect human 
rights, promote social progress, and 
achieve international cooperation.

It is more than a ceremonial occa-
sion—it is a reaffirmation of  shared 
values: peace, equality, justice, and 
human dignity. The UN stands as a 
global forum where nations, regard-
less of  size or power, have a voice in 
shaping a better world.

Historical Background: The 
Birth of a Global Institution

The creation of  the United Nations 
was a direct response to the devasta-
tion of  the Second World War, which 
claimed over 60 million lives and shat-
tered the moral and political order of  
the time.

In 1942, the term “United Nations” 
was first used in the Declaration by 
the United Nations, when 26 coun-
tries pledged to fight against the Axis 
powers.

After the war, world leaders recog-

nized the urgent need for a permanent 
international body to prevent future 
conflicts. On October 24, 1945, after 
the ratification of  the Charter by the 
majority of  signatories—including 
the five permanent members of  the 
Security Council—the United Nations 
officially came into existence.

Since then, October 24 has been 
observed annually as United Nations 
Day, reminding humanity of  its 
common destiny.

Duties and Responsibilities of 
the United Nations

The United Nations shoulders 
an immense range of  global duties 
through its six principal organs—
most notably the General Assembly, 
Security Council, Economic and 
Social Council, and International 
Court of  Justice.

Its main responsibilities include:
• Maintaining international peace 

and security through diplomacy, 
peacekeeping, and conflict reso-
lution.

• Promoting human rights and fun-
damental freedoms as enshrined 
in the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights (1948).

• Supporting sustainable develop-
ment through initiatives like the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).

• Providing humanitarian aid 
during crises such as wars, natu-
ral disasters, and pandemics.

• Fostering international law and 
cooperation on global issues like 
climate change, disarmament, 
and health.

Effectiveness: Then, Now, and 
Ahead

In the early decades, the UN played 
a crucial role in decolonization, help-
ing more than 80 nations achieve inde-
pendence. Its peacekeeping missions 
helped defuse tensions in regions like 
the Middle East, Africa, and South-
east Asia.

Today, its effectiveness remains 
mixed. The UN continues to serve as 
the world’s most legitimate multilat-
eral platform, addressing global chal-
lenges—from poverty to pandemics. 
Yet, it often struggles with bureau-

cracy, political polarization, and the 
veto power wielded by the five per-
manent members (P5) of  the Security 
Council—USA, UK, France, Russia, 
and China—which sometimes para-
lyzes decision-making.

In the future, the UN is expected to 
adapt to emerging realities—digital 
governance, climate migration, AI 
ethics, and equitable global trade—
while striving to remain a credible 
voice of  moral and cooperative lead-
ership.

Achievements
Over the decades, the United 

Nations has made remarkable con-
tributions to global peace and human 
progress:
• Peacekeeping Operations: More 

than 70 peacekeeping missions 
have been deployed since 1948, 
often preventing conflicts from 
escalating.

• Human Rights: The establish-
ment of  the Universal Declara-
tion of  Human Rights (UDHR) 
and the Human Rights Council 
gave institutional voice to dignity 
and justice.

• Health and Welfare: The World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
eradicated smallpox and contin-
ues to lead global health respons-
es.

• Education and Culture: Through 
UNESCO, the UN preserves 
world heritage and promotes lit-
eracy and cultural understand-
ing.

• Sustainable Development Goals 
(2015–2030): A blueprint to end 
poverty, protect the planet, and 
ensure prosperity for all.

• Humanitarian Aid: Agencies like 
UNHCR, UNICEF, and WFP con-
tinue to save millions of  lives 
annually.

Failures and Challenges
Despite its noble mission, the UN 

has faced criticism and setbacks:
• Inaction in Conflicts: The inability 

to prevent genocides in Rwanda 
(1994) and Bosnia (1995), and cur-
rent struggles in Gaza, Ukraine, 
and Sudan, expose the UN’s limi-
tations.

• Inequality of  Power: The veto 
system often undermines demo-

cratic decision-making.
• Bureaucratic Inefficiency: Over-

lapping agencies and slow pro-
cesses weaken timely responses.

• Dependence on Funding: Finan-
cial constraints, often tied to 
political conditions, limit its 
autonomy.

These failures remind the global 
community that the UN is only as 
strong as the unity and sincerity of  
its member nations.

Promises and the Way Forward
The UN’s promise lies in its contin-

ued ability to bring nations together 
in dialogue rather than conflict. The 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment embodies this commitment—
addressing poverty, climate change, 
education, gender equality, and peace.

Moving forward, the world needs 
a reformed, more inclusive United 
Nations—one that represents the aspi-
rations of  developing nations and har-
nesses modern technology to ensure 
transparency and accountability.

Is Everything Right There?
Not yet—but the United Nations 

remains humanity’s greatest hope 
for collective progress.

It may not be perfect, but it stands 
as a living symbol of  our desire to 
cooperate rather than compete, to 
build rather than destroy.

On this United Nations Day, let 
us celebrate not only what has been 
achieved but also renew our commit-
ment to the vision that inspired its 
creation—

a world united in peace, equal-
ity, and shared humanity.

Let us be global citizens — who 
not only seek success but also spread 
goodness.

Let us build bridges, not walls; 
bring solutions, not blame; and choose 
peace over pride.

Because ultimately, the United 
Nations is not just in New York.

It is within us — in our values, our 
empathy, and our shared humanity.

Author is Faculty of  Mathemat-
ics, Department of  General Educa-
tion SUC, Sharjah, UAE. He can be 

mailed at reyaz56@gmail.com
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Congress, PDP
“Our strength may not be in numbers, 

but it lies in standing for what is right. 
We are guided by moral uprightness, not 
expediency,” he said.

Karra said that all six Congress legisla-
tors participated in the discussions and 
unanimously backed the move. “A formal 
whip has been issued to our MLAs to vote 
for the National Conference candidates in 
the Rajya Sabha elections,” he said.

He also praised NC candidate Shammi 
Oberoi for his positive role in maintain-
ing dialogue between the two parties. 
“Mr. Shammi Oberoi’s approach helped 
turn negotiations into mutual under-
standing and differences into dialogue,” 
Karra said, adding that two formal com-
munications addressed to NC President 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah would soon be made 
public.

Karra said the decision should be 
viewed as part of  a larger political effort 
to safeguard Jammu and Kashmir’s 
plural character. “We ignored the past 
treatment from our ally for the greater 
cause of  unity and the collective good of  
the people,” he said.

With Congress’s six votes secured, the 
NC-led alliance now appears poised to 
comfortably win three of  the four Upper 
House seats when the voting takes place 
on Friday—(KNO)

CM Pays Tribute To
inevitable, whether made knowingly or 

unknowingly,” he observed.
The Chief  Minister also suggested that 

the Assembly adopt a concise format 
for obituary references, similar to that 
of  the Parliament. “We are politicians, 
and politics often finds its way into our 
speeches. It would be more appropriate 
to pay respects briefly without lengthy 
addresses,” he said.

Welcoming the suggestion, Speaker 
Abdul Raheem Rather said it would be 
duly considered. “As we remember them 
today, one day we too will be remembered. 
Let us learn from their lives and service,” 
the CM remarked.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah noted 
that all the leaders being remembered 
had dedicated themselves to public ser-
vice, whether through elected office or 
party association. Referring to former 
J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik, he said 
Malik had a long public career, serving 
as an MLA, minister and Governor in 
various states.

Paying tribute to G. M. Shaheen, the 
Chief  Minister described him as a cou-
rageous leader who continued to serve 
the people with determination even after 
surviving a major landmine blast.

The Chief  Minister also expressed 
concern over the negligence of  the con-
cerned district administration for failing 
to inform the Assembly Secretariat about 
the demise of  former Legislator Moham-
mad Sultan Pandithpori.

“You have already taken note of  the 
lapse, and I am sure the Chief  Secretary 
must have also acted on it. An explana-
tion must be sought from the concerned 
officers,” he said.

Assembly Pays Glowing
former MLC, Ghulam Nabi Shaheen, 

former MLC, Ramesh Arora, former 
MLC, Sardar Mohammad Akhlaq Khan 
and former legislator Mohammad Sultan 
Pandithpori.

He reflected on the lives of  the former 
Governor, former minister and other leg-
islators of  the House, noting that they 
had made significant contributions to the 
nation’s development, including that of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaker also urged legislators to make 
the best use of  most of  the limited time 
available so that the proceedings prove 
meaningful and beneficial to the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir

During the obituary reference, Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah; Leader of  
Opposition, Sunil Kumar Sharma;  
Deputy Chief  Minister, Surinder Kumar 
Choudhary; Minister Javed Ahmed Rana, 
MLA’s Dr. Bashir Ahmad Shah Veeri, Dr. 
Devinder Kumar Manyal,Ghulam Ahmad 
Mir, Rafiq Ahmad Naik, Dr Rameshwar 
singh, Mubarak Gul, Salman Ali Sagar, 
M.Y Tarigami, Khursheed Ahmad Sheikh, 
Pawan Gupta, Sajad Gani Lone, Aijaz 
Jan,  Abdul Majid Bhat Larmi, Nizamud-
din Bhat, Vikram Randhawa, Balwant 
Singh Mankotia, Choudhary Moham-

mad Akram, Nazir Ahmad Khan Gurezi, 
Iftikhar Ahmed and Narinder Singh also 
paid tributes to the departed souls.

Legislators across party lines lauded 
the contributions of  their former col-
leagues, recalling their dedication to 
public service and commitment to the 
welfare of  the people.

The Speaker and members of  the house 
also held two minute silence in their 
remembrance.

Regarding the proposed suggestion by 
Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah to follow 
parliamentary convention  of  House  
observing two minute silence in honour 
of  departed souls during obituary ref-
erences instead of  long speeches, the 
Speaker said that the suggestion will be 
thought and looked into as the argument 
carries significant weight.

Session Too Short
He further stated that the opposition is 

prepared to raise public issues effectively 
during the limited session. “We are ready 
for it,” Sharma added.

On Rajya Sabha polls, he said that the 
BJP is fully confident that it will win—
(KNO)

PSA Against MLA
with J&K like Satya Pal Malik.
“The real proceedings of  the House will 

start from Monday,” he said—(KNO)

BJP’s Chugh Says
senior party leaders including J&K BJP 

President Sat Sharma, General Secre-
tary (Organization) Ashok Koul, Vice-
President Dr Shehnaz Ganai, State Sec-
retary Mudasir Wani, Prabhari Budgam 
Sheikh Bashir, District President Ghazi 
Rahulla, and senior leaders Dr Ali Mohd 
Mir, Ashraf  Azad, Sameer Shah, Imtiaz 
Ahmed, and Er. Aziz Hussain.

Chugh urged the people to support 
BJP candidate Aga Syed Mohsin. He 
said, “This election is not just about one 
seat; it’s about ending dynastic misrule 
and giving Budgam a leader who stands 
with the people. The BJP is committed 
to transparent governance, real devel-
opment, and dignity for every citizen of  
Jammu and Kashmir.”

Sat Sharma, while addressing the rally, 
said the BJP has made significant prog-
ress in Jammu and Kashmir through con-
sistent effort and the trust of  the people. 
“The acceptance of  BJP has grown across 
regions because the party represents 
every section and community. Today, 
people look to BJP with hope because it 
stands for everyone,” he said.

He added, "The Congress and its allies 
exploited the nation for years, while the 
Modi government has built a corruption-
free system that serves the poor and mar-
ginalised."

Ashok Koul said the BJP’s growing 
strength in Kashmir reflects the people’s 
faith in Prime Minister Modi’s vision. 
“The enthusiasm among the workers 
and people shows that J&K is ready for 
change. We are moving towards a new era 
of  peace, progress, and empowerment,” 
he said.

Regarding the upcoming Rajya Sabha 
elections, Chugh said the BJP is contest-
ing on its own strength and expects to 
perform well—(KNO)

CS Calls For Early
called for strengthening the network of  

ASHA workers to facilitate home visits 
and ensure ‘at-home’ care and counsel-
ling, thereby improving adherence to 
treatment and recovery outcomes.

The Chief  Secretary held an extensive 
interaction with Deputy Commissioners 
to review the availability, utilization, and 
functionality of  diagnostic equipment, 
screening mechanisms, and treatment 
facilities across all districts. He urged 
the district administrations to optimise 
resources, ensure uninterrupted supply 
of  medicines, and strengthen coordina-
tion between district health teams and 
field functionaries for timely service 
delivery.

He also called for annual analysis of  
TB-related deaths to determine under-
lying causes and implement corrective 
measures to prevent avoidable fatalities. 
He directed the Health Department to 
ensure integration of  patient records 

with the Sehat App and the Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) portal for 
seamless record management and moni-
toring.

The Chief  Secretary further reviewed 
the action taken on directions issued in 
earlier meetings, emphasizing their strict 
and time-bound implementation to secure 
better outcomes under the Abhiyan.

Providing updates, Secretary H&ME, 
Dr. Syed Abid Rashid Shah, informed that 
significant progress has been achieved 
in strengthening TB surveillance, infra-
structure, and early diagnostic systems. 
He stated that J&K has achieved 100% 
notification of  TB cases, with 11,499 cases 
reported, while 92% of  the vulnerable 
population has been screened placing the 
Union Territory among the best-perform-
ing regions in the country.

He added that all District TB Centres 
(DTCs) are adequately equipped to meet 
screening and treatment targets, and 
efforts are underway to ensure patient 
adoption by doctors and regular home 
visits by ASHA workers for sustained 
patient engagement.

Mission Director, NHM, Baseer-Ul-Haq 
Chaudhary, informed that 22.09 lakh indi-
viduals from the vulnerable population 
have been screened for TB so far, with 
a presumptive testing ratio of  4,636 per 
lakh population in J&K. A total of  5.59 
lakh people have been tested.

He further apprised that commu-
nity support worth ₹3.5 crore has been 
extended to benefit 6,982 patients, while 
7,891 patients are currently under treat-
ment. Of  these, 6,618 have been linked to 
Nikshay Mitras for additional nutrition-
al and emotional support, with the total 
number of  registered Mitras reaching 
6,728 across J&K.

Reiterating the UT Administration’s 
commitment to eradicate TB, the Chief  
Secretary underscored that coordinated 
inter-departmental efforts, community 
participation, and optimal use of  avail-
able resources are key to achieving the 
objectives of  the TB Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan.

He emphasized that through sustained 
awareness, technological integration, 
and compassionate outreach by medical 
professionals, Jammu and Kashmir can 
emerge as a model TB-free region in the 
country.

‘Operation Sindoor’
This, he said, is proof  that India has now 

become a trusted and capable partner in 
the global maritime economy.

Singh lauded the Indian Navy for 
enhancing its capabilities through indig-
enous equipment and emerging as the flag 
bearer of  Aatmanirbhar Bharat (self-reli-
ant India).

"In the last 10 years, nearly 67 per cent 
of  the Navy's capital acquisition contracts 
have been with Indian industries. This 
proves that we are no longer dependent 
solely on imports," he said.

Singh said the Indian Navy is working on 
194 innovation and indigenisation projects.

"Today, our Navy has become a pioneer in 
the country's self-reliance, innovation, and 
industrial development," he said—(KNO)

Unfortunate NC MLAs
There is a time, a day when you have to 

say good things about that member when 
there are obituary references. You are 
politicizing this day as well. It is unfortu-
nate,” he said.

The remarks come just hours ahead of  
the Rajya Sabha elections, where politi-
cal parties are mobilizing support among 
MLAs. (KNS).

Burning Of Leaves, 
“This can trigger respiratory problems, 

especially among children, the elderly, and 
those already suffering from asthma or 
heart diseases.”

Besides irritating the eyes and throat, 
leaf  smoke contains carbon monoxide and 
Benzo(a)pyrene, a compound linked to lung 
cancer, he said, adding that carbon monox-
ide reduces the oxygen-carrying capacity 
of  blood, making it particularly dangerous 
for vulnerable groups.

Dr Umar said the practice is not only 
harmful but also illegal. “Burning leaves 
in the open is against environmental regu-
lations and Supreme Court guidelines,” 
he said. “People should instead compost 
the leaves or use urea sprays to acceler-

ate decomposition and produce organic 
fertilizer.”

Despite these warnings, many residents 
say they are forced to continue burning 
leaves due to a lack of  viable alternatives.

“We have no other option,” said Waqar 
Ahmed, an orchardist from Pulwama. “We 
need charcoal for our Kangris, and with 
frequent power cuts in winter, this is the 
only way to stay warm.”

Echoing similar concerns, Muhammad 
Abdullah, a resident of  Pulwama, said that 
electricity remains unreliable during the 
harsh winter months. “Each year we face 
long power outages. Without Kangris, sur-
vival becomes difficult.”

Environmentalists say the combined 
smoke from thousands of  small fires across 
the valley leads to a toxic blanket of  pol-
lution during the transition from autumn 
to winter.

“Open burning releases particulate 
matter, carbon monoxide, and green-
house gases, all of  which contribute to 
poor air quality and climate change,” said 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, an environmentalist. 
“Because of  Kashmir’s topography, these 
pollutants often get trapped in the atmo-
sphere due to temperature inversion, form-
ing smog that lingers for days.”

Such fires, Dr Ahmad said, also harm 
soil health, destroying beneficial microor-
ganisms and reducing fertility.

Experts and agricultural scientists have 
proposed several eco-friendly solutions. 
They suggested promoting sheep grazing 
in orchards, saying, “Sheep eat the fallen 
leaves and their droppings enrich the soil 
naturally. This reduces waste and adds 
nutrients back to the earth.”

They urged farmers to adopt composting, 
turning leaf  litter into valuable organic 
manure instead of  letting it go up in smoke.

Doctors across the valley have reported 
a spike in respiratory ailments during this 
period. Health officials said that children 
and elderly citizens are the most affected. 
“Every autumn and early winter, we see an 
increase in cases of  breathing difficulties, 
coughing, and chest infections — much of  
which can be linked to the smoke from leaf  
burning,” they said.

Shabid Ahmed, a biology scholar at the 
University of  Kashmir, believes aware-
ness is the key. “Most people simply don’t 
know how harmful this practice is. The 
government must launch campaigns to 
educate farmers and provide support for 
eco-friendly disposal methods,” he said.

Experts agree that without stricter 
enforcement and public awareness, Kash-
mir’s picturesque autumn will continue to 
end in smoke — literally — posing a silent 
but deadly threat to the valley’s environ-
ment and people—(KNO)

'Pay Or I'll Defame You'

Man Held In Baramulla For Social Media Extortion
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: In a crack-
down on social media-
enabled crime, Baramulla 
Police Thursday arrested 
an individual who alleg-
edly posed as a journalist to 
extort money from Munici-
pal Council employees and 
other residents, threaten-
ing to publish defamatory 
content unless his demands 
were met.

Police in a statement 

issued said, that, Baram-
ulla Police have arrested 
Riyaz Ahmad Mugloo for 
his involvement in multiple 
cases of  extortion, black-
mail, and criminal intimida-
tion, wherein he allegedly 
misused the title of  a jour-
nalist to threaten and extort 
money from individuals 
and public officials through 
social media for unlawful 
financial gain.

"A complaint was received 
from employees of  the 

Municipal Council Baramul-
la alleging that the accused 
had extorted money from 
them and was demanding 
additional payment under 
the threat of  publishing 
defamatory content," police 
said, adding that acting 
promptly, FIR No. 186/2025 
under Sections 308(2), 351, 
and 356(2) of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) was 
registered at Police Station 
Baramulla, and investiga-
tion was initiated. During the course of  inves-

tigation, video evidence show-
ing the accused accepting 
bribe money was seized by 
the investigating team. Digital 
devices and other incriminat-
ing materials have also been 
seized and are being exam-
ined to determine the extent 
and nature of  the accused’s 
online activities and possible 
involvement in other similar 
cases, polce said.

It is pertinent to mention 
that a similar complaint 
had been received earlier at 

Police Station Baramulla, 
wherein a citizen was alleg-
edly threatened by the same 
individual with uploading 
videos of  his construction 
work on social media to 
malign his image. On this 
complaint, a previous FIR 
was registered and is already 
under active investigation.

Following repeated allega-
tions and verification of  his 
activities, the media organiza-
tion with which he was associ-
ated had already terminated 

his services a few days ago.
"Both cases are being inves-

tigated thoroughly to estab-
lish the full extent of  the 
accused’s criminal conduct 
and to identify any possible 
accomplices," police said,

Baramulla Police reiter-
ates its firm commitment to 
take strong action against 
elements involved in extor-
tion, intimidation, and black-
mail, and to ensure the pro-
tection of  citizens from such 
illegal activities.
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Russia calls US sanctions against oil 
companies 'counterproductive'

IANS 

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign 
Ministry on Thursday called 
the US sanctions against two 
Russian oil companies "coun-
terproductive" and stressed 
that Moscow would not face 
any issue due to the sanctions 
as it has "strong immunity" to 
Western sanctions.

Commenting on US Treasury 
Department's sanctions against 
Lukoil and Rosneft, Russian 
Foreign Ministry spokeswom-
an Maria Zakharova said, "We 
consider this step to be exclu-
sively counterproductive," Rus-
sia's leading Tass news agency 
reported.

Zakharova's statement 
comes after US President 
Donald Trump has imposed 
new sanctions on Russia, 

targeting its two largest oil 
companies, in his latest bid 
to end the conflict in Ukraine. 
The US Treasury Department 
targeted Russian companies 
-- Rosneft and Lukoil, and 
their subsidiaries, warning 
that a future action could not 
be ruled out.

On dialogue with the US, 
Zakharova stated that Russia 
sees "no significant obstacles" 
in continuing the process ini-
tiated by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and his US 
counterpart Donald Trump 
to agree on the political 
framework for a settlement 
in Ukraine and "to fill it with 
concrete results." She said 
that Russian Foreign Min-
istry is "open to continuing 
contacts" with the US State 
Department, Tass reported.

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said that pur-
pose of  these contacts is "to 
specify the parameters of  the 
Russia-US dialogue on vari-
ous aspects of  bilateral rela-
tions and further joint steps 
in the Ukrainian settlement 
process."

While meeting NATO Sec-
retary General Mark Rutte at 
the White House on Wednesday, 
Trump said he hoped that the 
"war will be settled".

"These are tremendous 
sanctions. These are very big 
against their two big oil com-
panies. And we hope that they 
won't be on for long. We hope 
that the war will be settled," he 
added.

Trump also noted his previ-
ous conversations with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin had 

not led to any breakthroughs.
"Every time I speak with 

Vladimir, I have good conver-
sations, and then they don't 
go anywhere. They just don't 
go anywhere. He's fighting a 
war. He's in a war. It's two very 
competent sides, and that's the 
way war is. You never know 
with war, but I would say that 
it's time to make a deal," he 
emphasised.

Trump, on Tuesday, can-
celled his proposed meeting 
with Putin in Budapest in Hun-
gary, saying he doesn't "want to 
have a wasted meeting".

"We cancelled the meeting 
with President Putin. It just 
didn't feel right to me. It didn't 
feel like we were going to get 
to the place we have to get. So, 
I cancelled it, but we'll do it in 
the future," he noted.

Mahabharata brought to life through 
music and dance in South Korea's Miryang

IANS 

SEOUL: Heralding a new 
chapter of  friendship and 
cultural exchange between 
India and South Korea, the 
inland city of  Miryang 
located in the northeastern 
Gyeongsangnam-do Prov-
ince, hosted a memorable 
performance of  India's 
iconic classical dance form 
Kathakali, on Thursday.

"For the first time, Miry-
ang welcomed the time-
less beauty of  Kathakali 
at Yoga Culture Town 
on October 23. A vibrant 
spectacle of  storytelling, 
rhythm, and expression — 
Kathakali, one of  India’s 
most iconic classical dance 
forms, brought the ancient 
epic of  Mahabharata to life 
through music and dance," 
The Embassy of  India in 
South Korea posted on X.

The Embassy extended 
its sincere appreciation 
to Miryang City and Yoga 
Culture Town for hosting 
the landmark performance.

Last week, the Indian 
Embassy hosted the inau-
gural event of  the 11th edi-
tion of  the annual Sarang 
Festival - The Festival of  
India in the Republic of  
Korea which featured a 
captivating Kathakali per-
formance, renowned for 

its elaborate costumes, 
vibrant makeup and 
expressive gestures.

Ambassador-designate 
Gourangalal Das felicitat-
ed the Kathakali troupe, 
which kept the audience 
spellbound with an hour-
long repertoire entailing 
Duryodhanavadham from 
Mahabharata. Deputy 
Chief  of  Mission, Nishi 
Kant Singh and Mayor of  
Seodaemun-gu, Lee Sung-
heon delivered brief  wel-
come remarks. Kathakali 
troupe is led by renowned 
artist Sreenathan Sreen-
atha Mandiram.

The Sarang festival 
introduces facets of  rich, 
diverse Indian culture, 

including classical dance 
performances, music, 
films, art exhibitions, culi-
nary experiences, etc. The 
event witnessed participa-
tion of  around 400 guests, 
including friends of  India 
in Korea, drawn from dif-
ferent spheres, diplomatic 
corps, media, cultural fig-
ures, etc.

On Wednesday, the 
Kathakali troupe held a 
performance at Busan Citi-
zens Hall.

"The splendour of  
Kathakali met the vitality 
of  Chhau dance at Busan 
Citizens Hall on October 
22. Through every ges-
ture and beat, the spirit 
of  India met the warmth 

of  Korea — a celebration 
of  friendship woven in art 
and movement. Heartfelt 
thanks to Busan University 
of  Foreign Studies (BUFS) 
for joining hands with the 
Embassy of  India to bring 
this unforgettable evening 
of  cultural harmony to 
life," the Embassy posted 
on X.

During the Sarang Fes-
tival, audiences were seen 
grooving to the rhythms 
of  India with captivating 
Kathakali performance 
and display of  Indian musi-
cal instruments.

The festival was organ-
ised in Nami Island, one 
of  South Korea's foremost 
tourist destinations.

EAM Jaishankar to represent PM Modi 

at East Asia Summit, announces MEA  

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
IRRIGATION CONSTRUCTION DIVISION PAMPORE

Fresh e –NIT No.10 of 2025-26
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) are invited by e-tendering mode on item rate basis from 
established and accredited companies / suppliers / firms for the following work, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web portal 
http://jktenders.gov.in.

S.No. Name of the work Amount Earnest 
Money

Cost of 
Tender 

Document

Class of  
Tender

Time of 
Completion

Head of 
Account

Tender Receiving 
Authority

1.

Supply, installation, testing and commissioning 
of Non- contact type Radar water level sensor 

with Data logger and allied accessories includ-
ing fabrication /construction of steel Tower and 

its foundation on River Jhelum at Baramullah

13.50
lacs 27000 1000 “C”, “D” 90 Days MH 4702

Executive Engi-
neer Irrigation 

Construction Di-
vision Pampore

Position of Funds: Budgetary Provision for the year 2025-26
 Major Head of Account:  MH4702 (Code: IRRSS2021100114)
Position of AAA: Accorded
The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz: Cover 1st (Technical Cover) –Tender fee and Earnest Money details, fulfillment 
of prequalification criteria, technical specifications and acceptance to terms and conditions of the tender.
Cover 2nd (Financial Cover) - Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.
The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities[B.O.Q.], set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website schedule of dates given hereunder:ww.jktenders.gov.in
1. Publishing date of NIT   23-10-2025 (6:00 PM)
2. Bid Document Downloading Start Date   23-10-2025 (6:00 PM)
3. Bid Submission Start Date   23-10-2025 (6:00 PM)
4. Pre-bid meeting    30-10-2025 (11:00 AM)
5. Last Date & Time for Uploading (Submission) of Bids 10-11-2025 (6:00 PM)
6. Bid Validity Period 90 Day
7. Deadline for submission of hard copies  15-11-2025 (4:00 PM)

8. Submission of Additional Performance security.
The successful bidder has to provide 5% of advertised cost as performance 
security within 07 days after opening of financial bid which shall be released only 
after the completion of DLP period

9. Date of opening of 1st cover 11-11-2025 (11:00 AM)
1. Bid documents can be downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in from the date of document download start date.
2. The Bids shall be uploaded on the website https://jktenders.gov.in from the date of bid submission date to bid closing date.
3. The original copy of EMD, DD, and other documents as specified in tender document must reach the office of the Executive Engineer 

Irrigation Construction Division Pampore through registered/speed post/by hand prior to one day of opening of the 1st cover of the 
tender up to 1400 Hrs. The Department will not be responsible for any delay in delivery of the documents.

4. The complete bidding process will be online through https://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Cover-I shall be opened online in the office of Executive Engineer Irrigation Construction Division Pampore (Tender Inviting Authority).
6.  The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Construction Division Pampore, 

date of which shall be communicated separately.
a.  The guidelines for submission of bid online can be downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in.
No. PICD/2522-39 Sd/-
Dated:-23-10-2025 Executive Engineer
DIPK-7442-25  Irrigation Construction Division 
DT: 23/10/2025 Pampore

IANS 

NEW DELHI/KUALA 
LUMPUR: External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) S 
Jaishankar will represent 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the 20th East Asia 
Summit in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia on October 27, 
the Ministry of  External 
Affairs (MEA) announced 
on Thursday.

Prime Minister Modi 
will virtually attend 
the 22nd Association of  
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN)- India Summit on 
October 26 at the invitation 
of  Malaysian counterpart 
Anwar Ibrahim.

"Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the ASEAN 
leaders will jointly review 
the progress in ASEAN-
India relations and discuss 
initiatives for strengthening 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership. Strengthening 
the relationship with ASEAN 
is a key pillar of  our Act East 
Policy and our Indo-Pacific 
vision," read a statement 
issued by the MEA.

The East Asia Summit 
will provide an opportu-
nity to deliberate on the 

challenges to peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity in the 
Indo-Pacific region and 
also exchange views on 
regional and international 
developments.

Earlier in the day, PM 
Modi stated that he is look-
ing forward to virtually 
attending the 47th ASE-
AN-India Summit in Kuala 
Lumpur. He also congratu-
lated Malaysia for assum-
ing the chairmanship of  
the group.

PM Modi called his 
Malaysian counterpart, 
Anwar Ibrahim, on Thurs-
day and confirmed that 
he will attend the summit 
virtually amid the Diwali 
festivities in India.

The 47th ASEAN Summit 
and Related Summits are 
scheduled to take place from 
October 26 to 28 in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.

In a post on X, PM Modi 
said, "Had a warm con-
versation with my dear 
friend, Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim of  Malay-
sia. Congratulated him on 
Malaysia's ASEAN Chair-
manship and conveyed best 
wishes for the success of  
upcoming Summits."

"Look forward to joining 
the ASEAN-India Summit 
virtually, and to further 
deepening of  the ASEAN-
India Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership," he added.

During the conversa-
tion, both leaders discussed 
deepening bilateral ties 
and expanding cooperation 
across various sectors.

Sharing details of  the 
exchange, Malaysian 
Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim said in a social 
media post, "Last night I 
received a phone call from 
my friend, former Prime 
Minister of  the Republic 
of  India Narendra Modi, to 
discuss efforts to take the 
Malaysia-India relation-

ship to a more strategic 
and comprehensive level."

He emphasised the 
importance of  the India-
Malaysia partnership, 
adding, "India remains 
an important partner of  
Malaysia in the field of  
trade and investment, 
besides cooperation in the 
sectors of  technology, edu-
cation and security."

A n w a r  f u r t h e r 
announced that due to 
Diwali celebrations in 
India, Prime Minister 
Modi will participate in the 
ASEAN Summit virtually. 
"I respect that decision and 
extend my Deepavali greet-
ings to him and the entire 
people of  India," he said.

He reaffirmed Malay-
sia's commitment to 
strengthening ties with 
India and enhancing 
ASEAN–India cooperation 
"towards a more peaceful 
and prosperous region."

As Malaysia prepares 
to host the landmark 47th 
ASEAN Summit and Relat-
ed Summits, the country 
is set to become the diplo-
matic capital of  Southeast 
Asia for the duration of  the 
event.

Indian Railways sets up multi-level war rooms 

to manage passenger rush: Ashwini Vaishnaw

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Union 
Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw on Thurs-
day informed that Indian 
Railways has established 
special “war rooms” at 
the divisional, zonal, and 
board levels to manage 
heavy passenger conges-
tion during the festive 
season effectively.

The Minister said that 
real-time decisions are 
being made through these 
war rooms to ensure 
smooth passenger move-
ment. So far, 10,700 trains 
have been operated through 
IRCTC, while nearly 3,000 
additional trains have been 
kept in reserve to address 
sudden spikes in passenger 
demand.

Explaining the system’s 

effectiveness, Vaishnaw 
cited recent examples 
where congestion was 
swiftly resolved.

On October 18, Udhna 
railway station in Surat 
witnessed a heavy passen-
ger load, which was imme-
diately eased after addi-
tional trains were deployed 
from nearby stations.

A similar situation in 
Ambala was managed by 
increasing the number 
of  trains in and around 
Jalandhar.

The minister further 
informed that the number 
of  destinations in Bihar 
has been expanded to 18 
this year, compared to 
seven last year, to accom-
modate the rising travel 
demand ahead of  the fes-
tive season.

A central command 

war room has also been 
set up at Rail Bhavan in 
New Delhi to oversee 
and coordinate the over-
all network. This facility 
enables real-time moni-
toring of  congestion, pas-
senger grievances, and 
on-ground incidents.

According to Vaishnaw, 
over 80 war rooms are now 
operational across the 
Indian Railways system, 
making it a robust mecha-
nism to ensure timely inter-
ventions and improved pas-
senger experience.

Earlier, in an official 
statement, the Indian Rail-
ways said that it plans to 
run 1,500 special trains 
during the next five days 
with an average of  300 spe-
cials per day to cater to the 
surge in passengers ahead 
of  Chhath festivities.

These special trains will 
be operated in addition to 
the regular train services 
that are already running to 
these destinations.

"As travel surges for 
the Chhath festival ahead, 
Indian Railways is going 
the extra mile to ensure 
that all travellers reach 
their destination safely 
and comfortably," the state-
ment said.

This year, Indian 
Railways increased the 
number of  special trains 
it ran during the Diwali 
season. According to the 
statement, in addition to 
regular trains, 4,493 spe-
cial train trips—an average 
of  213 trips per day—were 
run over the past 21 days, 
assisting passengers in 
getting home safely for the 
Diwali celebrations.
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DC Srinagar inspects 
progress of Noor Jehan 
Bridge at Qamarwari
Takes onsite review of upgradation works for Development of Parimpora Fruit Mandi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo, 
Thursday conducted an 
onsite visit to Rs 14.77 
crore nearing completion 
vital project of  Noor Jehan 
Bridge over River Jhelum 
at Qamarwari and assessed 
the progress of  ongoing 
works.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz, Joint Commissioner 
SMC, Nuzhat Khurshid, 
Chief  Planning Officer, 
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Super-
intending Engineer R&B, 
Shabir Ahmad, SDM West, 
Irfan Bahadur, Executive 
Engineers of  R&B, SDA, 
Tehsildars of  Eidgah & 
Shalteng and other con-
cerned.

During his visit, the 
DC reviewed the pace and 
quality of  work on the 
bridge being constructed 
over the River Jhelum 
connecting Noorbagh with 
Qamarwari. He directed 
the concerned executing 
agencies to expedite the 
completion of  remaining 
works to ensure speedy 
commissioning of  the vital 
project, which is expected 
to significantly ease traffic 
congestion and improve 
connectivity in the area.

He also instructed con-
cerned Officers to remove 

all bottlenecks, ensuring 
proper road alignment and 
complete finishing works 
on a war footing.

The DC emphasized that 
the completion of  the Noor 
Jehan Bridge will signifi-
cantly decongest traffic on 
the existing Qamarwari-
Cement Bridge and pro-
vide alternative connectiv-
ity between Noorbagh and 
Qamarwari areas across 
River Jhelum.

Pertinently, load testing 
of  the bridge has been com-
pleted on the bridge.

Later, the DC visited the 
Parimpora Fruit Mandi, 
one of  the largest horticul-

tural markets in Kashmir 
and held a detailed interac-
tion with Mandi members 
and traders.

 He reviewed the prog-
ress on works undertak-
en for development and 
upgradation of  the Mandi 
including macadamisa-
tion and upgradation of  
approach roads and inter-
nal links, besides other 
infrastructure improve-
ments being carried out 
by the Srinagar Develop-
ment Authority and R&B 
Department.

On the occasion, the 
DC assured the mem-
bers of  the Fruit Mandi 

that land for truck ter-
minal has been identified 
and shall be developed 
under National Clean Air 
programme(NCAP) to 
facilitate smooth move-
ment of  vehicles, traders, 
and goods.

Besides, senior Officers 
of  District Administration, 
President of  New Kashmir 
Fruit Association Parim-
pora, Basheer Ahmad 
Basheer, Vice President, 
Anil Kumar, General Sec-
retary Mohammad Ayoub 
and other members of  the 
Association accompanied 
the DC during the visit to 
Fruit Mandi Parimpora.

J&K MLAs to vote in Rajya 

Sabha polls today
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: With MLAs 
of  Jammu & Kashmir set 
to vote on Friday to elect 
four members of  the Rajya 
Sabha, all eyes are on the 
outcome of  the fourth seat, 
where the National Confer-
ence and the BJP each have 
28 MLAs.

The MLAs will cast their 
votes at three separate 
polling booths set up in 
the Legislative Assembly 
complex between 9:00 AM 
and 4:00 PM. The counting 
of  votes will take place at 
5:00 PM and is expected to 
conclude within minutes.

While the National Con-
ference's victory on three 
seats is a foregone con-
clusion, the result of  the 
fourth seat is being closely 
watched, where the BJP’s 

advantage has diminished 
following support for the 
National Conference from 
the Congress, PDP, and 
independent MLA Shabir 
Kulley.

Based on current politi-
cal equations, National 
Conference candidates 
have the support of  57 
MLAs, including 41 NC 
MLAs, six Congress 
MLAs, six independents, 
three PDP MLAs, and 
one CPI(M) MLA, while 
the BJP has 28 MLAs. 
The choices of  two MLAs 
-Mehraj Malik and Sheikh 
Khursheed - remain undis-
closed. Malik, who is cur-
rently in detention under 
the Public Safety Act, cast 
his vote on Monday inside 
Kathua district jail.

The victory of  National 
Conference candidates 

Choudhary Muhammad 
Ramzan and Sajjad Kichloo 
on the first two seats is cer-
tain, as each is expected to 
secure 57 votes against the 
BJP’s 28.

Unlike the first two 
seats, a combined election 
is being held for the third 
and fourth seats, where 
three candidates- Gurwind-
er Singh Oberoi, Imran 
Dar of  the National Con-
ference, and Sat Sharma 
of  the BJP - are locked in 
a direct contest. The two 
highest vote-getters in this 
combined election will be 
declared winners.

For the third and fourth 
seats, MLAs of  the ruling 
alliance would split their 
votes between Gurwinder 
Singh Oberoi and Imran 
Dar, while all BJP MLAs 
would vote for Sat Sharma.

It is expected that the 
National Conference will 
allocate 29 votes to Oberoi 
and the remaining 28 to 
Imran Dar, with the BJP 
also holding an equal 
strength of  28 votes.

The composition of  the 
voting blocs- specifically, 
which MLAs will vote for 
which candidate -within 
the ruling alliance for the 
third and fourth Rajya 
Sabha seats will be inter-
esting to watch, given 
that independents are not 
required to display their 
votes.

Unlike party-affiliated 
MLAs, independent legis-
lators are not required to 
show their marked ballot 
papers to authorized polling 
agents. The J&K Assembly 
currently has seven inde-
pendent MLAs—(KNO)

Afghanistan fined for slow over-rate 

after Harare Test defeat
IANS 

DUBAI: Afghanistan’s 
innings defeat to Zimba-
bwe in Harare came with 
an added penalty, as the 
team was fined 25 per cent 
of  their match fee for main-
taining a slow over-rate in 
the one-off  Test that ended 
on Wednesday.

Richie Richardson of  the 
ICC Elite Panel of  Match 
Referees imposed the sanc-
tion after Afghanistan 
were found to be five overs 
short of  their target, even 
after time allowances were 
taken into account.

In accordance with Arti-
cle 2.22 of  the ICC Code of  
Conduct for Players and 
Player Support Personnel, 
players are fined five per 
cent of  their match fee for 
every over their side fails 
to bowl in the allotted time.

As per the ICC state-
ment, “Afghanistan were 
ruled to be five overs short 
of  the target after time 
allowances were taken 
into consideration. In 
accordance with Article 
2.22, players are fined five 
per cent of  their match fee 
for every over their side 
fails to bowl in the allotted 
time.”

Afghanistan captain 
Hashmatullah Shahidi 
accepted responsibility 
for the offence and agreed 
to the proposed sanction, 
which meant there was no 
need for a formal hearing. 
The charge was laid by on-
field umpires Adrian Hold-
stock and Nitin Menon, 
with third umpire For-
ster Mutizwa and fourth 
umpire Percival Sizara 
assisting in the process.

The disciplinary setback 
capped a disappointing end 

to Afghanistan’s outing in 
Harare, where Zimbabwe 
registered a landmark win 
— their first home Test vic-
tory since 2013 and their 
biggest-ever Test triumph 
by margin of  runs.

Fast bowler Richard 
Ngarava was the hero 
of  the day, producing a 
career-best spell that deci-
mated Afghanistan’s bat-
ting order and secured a 
win by an innings and 73 
runs.

Under overcast skies 

on the third morning, 
Ngarava’s relentless disci-
pline and sharp movement 
earned him his maiden 
five-wicket haul in Test 
cricket. His effort ensured 
that the match, which had 
begun evenly, concluded 
inside three days — mark-
ing Zimbabwe’s first 
innings victory since 2001 
and providing a moment 
of  pride for the hosts after 
years of  struggle in the lon-
gest format.

Rabada hails subcontinent win as 

proof of South Africa’s growth
IANS 

RAWALPINDI: Kagiso 
Rabada called South Afri-
ca’s Rawalpindi triumph 
one of  the highlights of  
his career, hailing it as 
evidence that the team has 
finally cracked the subcon-
tinent code.

“This victory is definite-
ly one of  the highlights in 
my career,” Rabada said 
after South Africa’s series-
levelling win against 
Pakistan. “Winning a Test 
match outside of  Bangla-
desh in the subcontinent. 
I think that's pretty awe-
some. It definitely gives 
the guys a lot of  confidence. 
Also, it's a pretty young 
team and a young team 
that wants to go out and do 
the dirty work.”

For a side that once floun-
dered in Asian conditions - 
losing 10 of  11 Tests across 
tours to India, Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan between 2015 
and 2021 - the result marked 
another significant step 
forward. The win in Rawal-
pindi was South Africa’s 
third in four Tests in Asia, 
following their 2-0 sweep 
of  Bangladesh last year, a 
series players have since 
described as the turning 
point of  their World Test 
Championship campaign.

Rabada, who played 
almost as the lone fast 
bowler across the two 

Tests, contributed deci-
sively with the bat rather 
than the ball this time. 
His career-best 71 off  just 
61 deliveries - part of  a 
98-run last-wicket stand 
with Senuran Muthusamy 
- tilted the match South 
Africa’s way.

The innings was played 
with a fearless abandon 
that broke Pakistan’s 
stranglehold on the game. 
“We wanted to be aggres-
sive in the way that we 
played, because if  you just 
sit around waiting for a 
bad ball, you're probably 
going to get a good ball 
that gets you out,” Rabada 
explained. “It was impor-
tant that the batting unit 
could establish the shots 
that they wanted to play to 
put the opposition under 
pressure and that they 
start putting fielders back 
and then you can start 
rotating the strike.”

The knock also earned 
him a new bat, thanks to a 
lighthearted pact with team-
mate David Bedingham. 
“We have a thing where if  
I score 30 runs, he'll give me 
a bat because we are spon-
sored by the same batting 
company,” Rabada laughed. 
“He said he thought his 
money was safe after the 
way I batted in the first Test. 
So that was just one way to 
get one up on him.”

Even though his bowl-
ing yielded few wickets 
in Rawalpindi, Rabada 
found satisfaction in the 
discipline and teamwork 
required on such surfaces.

“If  you're a fast bowler 
and nothing's happening 
for you, it's about keeping 
the game quiet or finding 
a wicket here and there 
and applying pressure by 
slowing the rate down,” he 
said. “You can still create 
pressure for the spinners, 

so they do their job much 
better. Not many rewards 
came my way, but I was 
more than happy to do the 
job that I did.”

Rabada reserved special 
praise for South Africa’s 
spin trio of Keshav Maharaj, 
Simon Harmer and Senuran 
Muthusamy, who claimed 
the bulk of  the wickets. “We 
came here with brilliant 
spinners and you saw the 
way that they performed. 
That was a really massive 
tick,” he said.

“And the batters as well. 
Rickelton stepped up. He 
came into this Test series 
under pressure. Stubbs 
came into this Test series 
under pressure, played a 
crucial knock. Tony (de 
Zorzi) came into this series 
under pressure.”

Rickelton, under scru-
tiny after a lean run since 
the WTC final, made 
important contributions. 
Stubbs, previously short 
on runs, struck a vital 76, 
and de Zorzi, regaining 
his Test spot, stood out 
as the only centurion of  
the series. Their efforts 
helped ensure South Africa 
extended their dominance 
since the makeshift side’s 
2-0 loss in New Zealand last 
year. They have now won 
10 of  their last 12 Tests.

“You have to be doing a lot 
of  things right to get results 
like that,” Rabada said.

India toughest team to beat, says South Africa spinner Harmer
IANS 

MUMBAI: Veteran South 
African spinner Simon 
Harmer has termed India 
as the “toughest team to 
beat” in all formats of  
the game as the 35-year-
old is expecting to be part 
of  a quartet of  spinners 
on the upcoming tour of  
India.

Harmer from Transvaal 
destroyed Pakistan with 
figures of  6-50 on Day Four 
of  the second Test to give 
South Africa a comprehen-
sive eight-wicket win in 
Rawalpindi on Thursday. 
The off-spinner said that 

he will be using the expe-
rience of  bowling in Paki-
stan to succeed in India.

The World Test Champi-
ons will next head to India, 
where they play a two-Test 
series with the first Test in 
Kolkata from November 14.

"India is a tough team 
to play at the moment, and 
they have a huge pool of  
stadiums with different 
conditions and players," 
Harmer was quoted as 
saying by Telecom Asia 
Sport after the win in 
Rawalpindi.

In helping the team level 
the two-match series 1-1, 
the veteran spinner also 

completed 1,000 first-class 
wickets in his 235th match. 
He is the fourth South Afri-
can to take 1,000 or more 
first-class wickets, behind 
Mike Procter (1417), Alan 
Donald (1216), and Charlie 
Llewellyn (1013).

For the first time in a 
series in the sub-continent, 
South Africa went into a 
tour with four spinners 
-- seasoned campaigner 
Keshav Maharaj joining 
Senuran Muthusamy, 
Prenelan Subrayen, and 
Harmer. Maharaj missed 
the first match while 
Subrayen made way for 
the senior spinner in the 

second.
Harmer said winning 

in Pakistan’s spin-friend-
ly conditions will help 
South Africa gear up for 
the upcoming tours of  
India and Sri Lanka next 
year.

“Before coming on this 
tour, we knew we needed to 
learn quickly so that when 
we play in India, we are 
good from Day One. India 
is a good outfit and their 
spinners are world-class,” 
said Harmer.

Harmer said the first 
series for South Africa is 
ideal for their defense of  
the prestigious title.


