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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication Heartfelt greetings to all of you on the sacred 

occasion of Govardhan Puja. I pray that Lord Shri 
Krishna bestows blessings of happiness, peace, 
and prosperity in everyone's life.

     IHPL-2025
Chris Gayle Set To 
Return To Kashmir 

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Cricket 
superstar Christopher 
Henry Gayle or Chris 
Gayle, fondly known as the 

‘Universe Boss’, has 
shared his return 

to Kashmir for 
the upcoming 
Indian Heaven 
Premier League 

(IHPL), begin-
ning October 25 

at Srinagar’s Bakshi 
Stadium.

In a video message 
that went viral on social 
media, Gayle said, “Sri-
nagar, what’s up! It’s 
Chris Gayle, the Universe 
Boss himself, and I’m here 
with some exciting news. I 
will be a part of  the Indian 
Heaven Premier League 
that kicks off  on Octo-
ber 25 until November 8. 
You’re going to see lots of  
superstars and more big 
names added to the tour-
nament as well.”

Encouraging fans to 
join the excitement, he 
added, “It’s gonna be at 
Bakshi Stadium — yes, 
grab your tickets now! 
There will be lots of  fun 
and excitement.”

According to details 
obtained, Gayle’s return 
to Kashmir follows his 
first visit in 2024, during 
the Legends League 
Cricket (LLC), where 
thousands of  fans packed 
Bakshi Stadium to wit-
ness him in action. P-06

J&K Assembly Set 
For Stormy Autumn 
Session Today

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly is set to convene its 
autumn session from today, 
with proceedings scheduled 
over nine days. The initial 
day will include obituary 
references, while legislative 
work will be conducted on six 
of  the scheduled days.

Lawmakers are prepar-
ing for a session marked by 
scrutiny of  the government’s 
actions. Opposition parties, 
including the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
Awami Ittehad, and certain 
allies of  the Omar Abdul-
lah-led administration, are 
expected to raise questions 
regarding electoral commit-
ments, the status of  state-
hood, and rules on reserva-
tions.

The Assembly Secretariat 
has received a total of  450 
questions from members. 
In addition, 13 private mem-

bers’ bills and 55 private 
members’ resolutions have 
been submitted for discus-
sion during the session. 
Thirty-three bills that were 
introduced in the previous 
session remain pending and 
will be prioritized on Octo-
ber 28, which has been des-
ignated as the day for private 
members’ business.

The Business Advisory 
Committee is scheduled to 
meet on Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
in the Speaker’s office. The 
committee will outline how 
time will be divided among 
legislative items, includ-
ing bills and other matters 
brought before the House. Its 
recommendations are made 
in accordance with direc-
tions from the Speaker, in 
consultation with the Leader 
of  the House.

A resolution on the resto-
ration of  statehood, submit-
ted by Peoples Conference 
president and MLA Sajad 
Lone, was rejected by the 
Speaker, P-06

     Tensions Escalate In J&K Alliance

Congress skips crucial strategy meeting 
convened by National Conference

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: As strains 
deepen within Jammu & 
Kashmir’s ruling alliance, the 
Congress party on Wednesday 
opted to stay away from a joint 
strategy session called by its 
coalition partner, the National 
Conference (NC), to discuss 
its strategy for the upcoming 
Rajya Sabha elections and the 
autumn session of  the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

After a three-hour long 
meeting chaired by President 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee Tariq Hamid Karra, the 
Congress party skipped the 
NC-convened strategy meet-
ing to discuss RS polls and the 
autumn session of  the Assem-
bly.

Karra said that the meeting 
remained inconclusive today 

and will resume on Thursday.
“The sentiments and sug-

gestions put forth by our 
legislators are being shared 
with the high command. It 
was decided that, keeping in 
view the sensitivity of  some 
important matters, today’s 

meeting has been adjourned 
until tomorrow for further dis-
cussions and consultations,” 
he said.

Karra said that it would be 
premature to assume Congress 
was in a dilemma over voting 
in the Rajya Sabha polls.

“I would request you not 
to jump to conclusions. I told 
you that every member had his 
opinion and suggestion and it 
was necessary to apprise the 
high command about it.

Based on our report, we 
have sought their guidance 
because central leadership’s 
involvement and guidance 
is necessary for a national 
party. That is why the meet-
ing remained inconclusive and 
will resume tomorrow,” he 
said in response to a question 
on whether Congress was in 
fix over voting in Rajya Sabha 
polls.

He said there is no doubt 
in the fact that confidence of  
Congress has shaken due to 
certain incidents.

The NC had extended invi-
tations to all legislators of  the 
ruling alliance, P-06

NC Will Win All 
4 Rajya Sabha 
Seats: Cm Omar

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Wednes-
day exuded hope that the 
National Conference (NC) 
would emerge victorious in all 

four seats in the Rajya Sabha 
elections, slated to be held on 
October 24. He also urged the 
Leader of  Opposition (LoP) 
in the Legislative Assembly, 
Sunil Sharma, to stop issuing 
baseless statements.

On the sidelines of  the joint 
strategy meeting, the Chief  
Minister, told media persons 
that ahead of  every Assembly 
session, a Legislature P-06

No Talks With 
NC Without 
Directions From 
Delhi:  Karra

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief  Tariq 
Hameed Karra on Wednesday 

said that they have decided 
not to attend the meeting 
called by the National Con-
ference on Wednesday, adding 
it will await directions from 
the party’s central leadership 
before taking any decision on 
alliance discussions.

Speaking to reporters, 
Karra said that the Congress 
will not participate in the 
meeting convened P-06

    By-Polls

Ruhullah’s Absence Won’t Impact 
His Performance: Aga Mahmood 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference (NC) candidate Aga 
Syed Mahmood on Wednes-
day said that the absence of  
support from former min-
ister and incumbent par-
liament member, Aga Syed 
Ruhullah Mehdi would not 
affect his performance in 
the ongoing Assembly by-
election in Budgam.

Aga Mahmood asserted 
that the National Confer-
ence is larger than any indi-
vidual and enjoys grassroots 
support across the constitu-

ency. “NC created Ruhullah, 
Ruhullah didn’t create NC. 
He has supporters within his 
family and among well-wish-
ers, which is fine, but ulti-
mately NC supporters will 
vote for the party,” he said, 
as per news agency KNT.

The NC candidate empha-
sized that the by-election is 
being contested in the name 
of  the party and its legacy 
rather than individual influ-
ence. “An individual is not 
fighting this election; it is the 
National Conference that is 
in the fray. Our workers and 
loyal voters stand P-06

Ladakh Leaders, MHA Resume Dialogue 
To Address UT’s Long-Standing Demands

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: After several 
months of  a freeze in com-
munication, dialogue between 
the Ministry of  Home Affairs 
(MHA) and representatives 
from Ladakh Union Territory 
resumed on Wednesday.

The discussions focused on 
four specific demands, includ-
ing statehood for Ladakh, inclu-
sion under the Sixth Schedule 
of  the Constitution, implemen-
tation of  reservation measures, 
and the removal of  the National 
Security Act (NSA) imposed on 
climate activist Sonam Wang-
chuk.

The talks lasted close to two 
hours and included a nine-
member delegation comprising 
leaders from the Leh Apex Body 
(LAB) and the Kargil Democrat-
ic Alliance (KDA), along with 
Ladakh's Member of  Parlia-
ment Mohd Haneefa Jan.

This meeting marked a 
renewed effort to find common 

ground after recent unrest in 
Leh and long-standing demands 
from the region's civil groups.

According to members pres-
ent at the meeting, discus-
sions were held on each point 
raised. On statehood and the 
Sixth Schedule, the delegation 
explained that Ladakh required 
greater control over its resourc-
es, land, and administrative 
mechanisms.

They also pointed to the need 
for stronger constitutional tools 
to protect employment and cul-

tural practices. Reservation 
policies for local communities 
formed another part of  the 
agenda.

Official sources said that the 
MHA is expected to examine 
various options and conduct 
follow-up discussions to shape 
a policy that includes represen-
tation across different social 
groups in the region.

Member of  the Kargil Dem-
ocratic Alliance (KDA), Sajjad 
Hussain Kargili, said their 
demand for P-06

NEP 2020 Made Education 

Simpler: Dr Jitendra
YOGESH

JAMMU:  Asserting that the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 has made 
education simpler, 
Union Minister Dr 
Jitendra Singh on 
Wednesday said 
that in PM Modi’s 
regime there has 
been democratisa-
tion of  opportunities.

While distributing free 
laptops among the top-per-
forming female students of  
his constituency, Dr Singh, 
said that the government led 
by PM Modi has introduced 
several dedicated schemes 
for women, and in the wake 
of  Diwali, laptops could be 
the ideal gift for meritorious 
girl students.

“In the last 11 years, PM 
Modi has encouraged the 
education of  girl students 
and introduced several dedi-
cated schemes for them. In 

the Civil Services Exam, 
female students have con-
sistently been the toppers. 
In 2014-15, 16 female stu-

dents were toppers. 
Last year, two out of  
the first three top-
pers were females 
in the

IAS exams. 
In Jammu and 

Kashmir, girls are 
becoming IAS from 

places like Kishtwar and 
Rajouri,” he said, adding, 
“After PM Modi came 
to power, there has been 
democratisation of  oppor-
tunities, democratisation 
of  information available for 
preparation. Those students 
who are dedicated do not 
need any coaching, as every-
thing is available on laptops 
and mobiles. The National 
Education Policy has made 
education simpler.”

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
“Among the P-06

Foundation For ‘Op Sindoor’ Was Laid In 
2016 After Uri Terror Attack: Army Chief  
‘I Must Concede Frankly Situation Was Nothing New To Me, I Had Seen It Before’

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Army Chief  
General Upendra Dwivedi 
on Wednesday said that the 
foundation for ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ was laid down in 2016 
soon after Pakistan sponsored 
terrorists attacked an Army 
camp near Line of  Control 
(LoC) at Uri in North Kash-
mir’s Baramulla District.

Speaking at the unveiling 
of  “Civil Military Fusion as 
a Metric of  National Power 
and Comprehensive Security” 
book and “Portraits of  Valour: 
Timeless Military Art” coffee 
table book by Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, the Army 
Chief, said, “Higher com-
mand course always talks 
about 'why'. Three things 
which I picked up from him 
[Lt Gen Raj Shukla (Retd)] at 
that point in time...The second 

thing was the foundation for 
Operation Sindoor. At that 
time (in 2016) Uri had hap-
pened and he conducted a 
detailed discussion and vari-
ous options, how should we 
go about this situation which 
comes in future.”

Referring to ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ that was launched 
to avenge April 22 Pahalgam 
terror attack that left 26 civil-
ians dead, the Army Chief  

said that when the situation 
was discussed with him it was 
nothing new as when the Uri 
attack had happened all the 
options were discussed to deal 
with the situations that could 
arise in future. “So, I must 
concede very frankly, when 
this situation came to me, it 
was a very normal thing for 
me because I had already seen 
this earlier."

Pertinently, P-06

Jaish Starts Online Course For 
Female Terrorist Recruitment

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ISLAMABAD: Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM), the UN-
designated terrorist organisa-
tion based in Pakistan, has 
launched an online course 
aimed at recruiting women 
into its newly formed female 
brigade, Jamat ul-Muminat.

The course, scheduled to 
begin on November 8, will 
be conducted through daily 
40-minute live sessions on 
online platforms. Women 
closely related to JeM's leader-
ship, including Masood Azhar's 
sisters, Sadiya and Samaira 
Azhar, will lead the classes, 
instructing participants on 
their roles in the organisation 
from the perspectives of  jihad, 
religion, and Islamic ideology.

'Lectures' will last 40 min-
utes per day and be led by 
Azhar's two sisters, Sadiya 
Azhar and Samaira Azhar, 
whose classes will 'encourage' 
women to join the Jamat ul-
Muminat.

Sadiya Azhar, his younger 
sister, has been given charge of  
the Jamat, reports said.

Sadiya's husband, Yusuf  
Azhar, was one of  several 
Masood Azhar family mem-
bers killed during an Opera-
tion Sindoor airstrike on the 
Jaish HQ in Bahawalpur in 
May. The airstrike was India's 
military response to the April 
terror attack in Jammu and 
Kashmir's Pahalgam.

Afreer Farooq, the wife of  
Umar Farooq, one of  the Pahal-
gam attackers, has also been 
included.

Azhar, meanwhile, is ramp-
ing up his 'donations' drive. 
After his last public address - 
at the Markaz Usman O Ali in 
Bahawalpur last month - the 
Jaish is now collecting 500 PKR 
(156 INR) from every woman 
enrolling in this ' P-06

THE COURSE, 
scheduled to begin 
on November 8, will 

be conducted through daily 
40-minute live sessions on 
online platforms. 

Asia’s Famed Wular Lake Turns 
Into Garbage Dumping Site
Locals Blame Authorities, General 
Public For Environmental Degradation

SAJID RAINA

BANDIPORA: North Kash-
mir's Bandipora district is 
witnessing a growing envi-
ronmental crisis as another 
shore of  the famous Wullar 
Lake, located in the Puthshay 
area, is rapidly transforming 
into a dumping site.

This follows a similar situ-
ation at Zalwan, which locals 
termed the failure of  local 
authorities to enforce effec-
tive solid waste management 
measures.

A visit to the site revealed 
heaps of  foul-smelling gar-
bage dumped along the lake’s 

edge, causing significant 
inconvenience to residents 
and marring the beauty of  
the area, which is located 
near the proposed site for the 
fruit mandi.

The situation is aggravat-
ed by stray dogs scavenging 
through the waste, posing 
a safety risk to people pass-
ing by. “Many people have 
been bitten by these dogs in 
recent times,” said Muham-
mad Amin, a local resident.

He recalled a time when 
the area was cleaner, with 
boats moored along the 
shore, but lamented how the 
place has P-06
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JAMMU AND KASHMIR PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
RESHAH GHAR COLONY, BAKSHI NAGAR, JAMMU -180001

Website: http://jkpsc.nic.in | Jammu: 0191-2566533
Subject: Junior Statistical Assistant Course Departmental Examination Eligibility of candidates thereof.

NOTICE 
DATED: 19.10.2025

Whereas, vide Notification No. PSC/Exam/30/2022 dated 20.09.2022 and No.PSC/Exam/2024/16 dated 27.11.2024 application 
forms for appearing in Junior Statistical Assistant Course Departmental Examination were invited; and
Whereas, upon scrutiny of the record, the details of candidates eligible under their respective courses, viz. Old, Revised, and New, as 
forwarded by the Administrative Department, are shown below: -

JUNIOR STATISTICAL ASSISTANT COURSE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION (OLD SYLLABUS)
S.NO. APPLICATION NO NAME PARENTAGE

1. 22043000200001 SAHAIL REHMAN CHOWDHARY ABDUL REHMAN
2. 22043000200002 SHER SINGH SUBASH CHANDER

JUNIOR STATISTICAL ASSISTANT COURSE DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATION (NEW SYLLABUS)
S.NO. APPLICATIONNO NAME PARENTAGE

1. 24041600600001 MUHAMMAD RAFEEQ NAJAR GHULAM RASOOL NAJAR
2. 24041600600002 VIJAY KUMAR JK KANTROO
3. 24041600600003 SHEIKH ISHFAQ AHMAD MOHD YAQOOB SHEIKH
4. 24041600600004 SAHIL BHAT MUNU JI BHAT
5. 24041600600006 FAYAZ AHMAD WANI GH HASSAN WANI
6. 24041600600007 MANZOOR AHMAD RATHER GH HASSAN RATHER
7. 24041600600008 INDERJEET SINGH DEEDAR SINGH
8. 24041600600009 MIR MOHAMMAD AYAZ MOHDSHABAN MIR
9. 24041600600010 RAKHSHAN JAVEED SHEIKH TARIQ JAVEED

10. 24041600600011 MOHD YOUSUF GANAIE GH NABI GANAIE
11. 24041600600012 TAUSEEF AHMAD SIRAJ UD DIN
12. 24041600600013 TASIYA BASHIR BASHIR AHMAD CHARLOO
13. 24041600600014 MOHD YAQOOB GULAB DIN
14. 24041600600016 TABIEEN JEELANI GHULAM JEELANI SHAH
15. 24041600600017 NAVJOT SINGH JAMWAL PARDEEP SINGH JAMWAL
16. 24041600600018 OWAIS AMIN BHAT MOHAMMED AMIN BHAT
17. 24041600600019 MURTZA ALI RATHER ABDUL KARIM RATHER
18. 24041600600020 JYOTI KOUR MOHAN SINGH
19. 24041600600021 SURJEET KUMAR NATHA RAM
20. 24041600600022 ROSHIKA PRASHER RAKESH CHANDERSHARMA
21. 24041600600023 BHARAT DEV SINGH ROSHAN SINGH
22. 24041600600024 GAGANDEEP KOUR RANJEET SINGH
23. 24041600600025 SUKHVINDER KOUR JAGJIT SINGH
24. 24041600600026 JASWINDER KOUR HARBANS SINGH
25. 24041600600027 SAGAR KHAJURIA ASHWANI KHAJURIA
26. 24041600600028 SANDEEP BHAT CHAMAN LAL BHAT
27. 24041600600029 SHAZIA FAREED FAREED AHMAD KHAN
28. 24041600600030 ASHRAF HUSSAIN NAJAR AB RASHID NAJAR
29. 24041600600031 SANJEEV KUMAR MANSA RAM
30. 24041600600032 NARINDER KUMAR HANS RAJ GUPTA
31. 24041600600033 ADITI GUPTA SURESH KUMAR
32. 24041600600035 SHARDA JAMWAL CHARAN SINGH
33. 24041600600036 ANJANA DEVI PRITAM SINGH
34. 24041600600037 SIMITIA BANSI LAL SHARMA
35. 24041600600038 AJAY KUMAR TARGOTRA RAM KRISHAN
36. 24041600600039 TRIPTA SHARMA CHAMAN LAL
37. 24041600600040 SANDEEP KUMAR RASALCHAND
38. 24041600600041 ASHA KUMARI BARI RAM
39. 24041600600042 ANITA KATOCH SANSAR SINGH KATOCH
40. 24041600600043 DEEPTI VERMA BHARAT BHUSHAN VERMA
41. 24041600600044 SEEMA KUMARI SARDARI LAL KAHI
42. 24041600600045 MUBASHIR JAWAID JAWAID IQBALL KHAN
43. 25041600600048 SATISH CHANDER KATTAL ANANT RAM
44. 25041600600049 JUNAD AHMAD NAIKOO GHULAM MOHI UD DIN NAIKOO
45. 25041600600050 PARMEET KOUR AVTAR SINGH
46. 25041600600051 ARTI BHAT CHUNI LAL BHAT
47. 25041600600052 TARUN KUMAR SHAM LAL
48. 25041600600053 SHALLU KUMARI CHAMAN LAL
49. 25041600600054 SANDEEP KACHROO OMKAR NATH KACHROO
50. 25041600600055 DEEPAK SAHANI VIJAY KUMAR
51. 25041600600056 SURENDER RAINA CHAMAN LAL RAINA
52. 25041600600057 JUNAID BASHEER BASHIR AHD MUNSHI
53. 25041600600058 RAJAT SHARMA TIRATH RAM
54. 25041600600059 MOHD TANVEER UR REHMAN MOHD IQBAL BALI
55. 25041600600060 SYED ZAHOOR AHMAD SHAH AB KHALIL SHAH
56. 25041600600061 SAIMA GHULAM MOHAMMAD AKHOON
57. 25041600600062 MOHD YAQOOB KHAN MOHDYOUSUFKHAN
58. 25041600600063 AABID AMANATH RAMZAN MOHD RAMZAN BHAT
59. 25041600600064 ANKIT NEHRU ASHOK KUMAR NEHRU
60. 25041600600065 SHANEE AKHTAR GH MOHMAD BHAT
61. 25041600600066 ZULFQAR ALI GHULAM HUSSAIN
62. 25041600600067 RAHUL SHARMA NARINDER KUMAR SHARMA
63. 25041600600068 MOHD SAFEER MOHD RAFIQ
64. 25041600600069 NISHA DEVI VIJAY KUMAR SHARMA
65. 25041600600070 MUMTAZ AHMED MANEER HUSSAIN
66. 25041600600071 JYOTSNA MANHAS BABU RAM MANHAS
67. 25041600600072 WASID IQBAL MOHD BASHIR
68. 25041600600073 SHAPALI DEVI BADRI DASS
69. 25041600600074 TOUSIEEF NISAR NISAR AHMAD QAZI
70. 25041600600075 ASIF HUSSAIN ZARGAR SHAH HUSSAIN ZARGAR
71. 25041600600076 MOHD ISHAQ GHULAM NABI
72. 25041600600077 VINOD KUMAR KHEM RAJ
73. 25041600600078 SADDAM HUSSAIN CHOUHAN NISSAR HUSSAIN
74. 25041600600079 NITTIN SARDHLIA JAGDISH RAJ
75. 25041600600080 NISHANT SHARMA KULDEEP RAJ SHARMA
76. 25041600600081 TEHMINA SHAHNAZ LAL MOHD
77. 25041600600082 SHEIKH IRSHAD AHMAD SHEIKH BASHIR AHMAD
78. 25041600600083 PREETI KOHLI SH MADAN LAL
79. 25041600600084 SHAISTA BASHIR BASHIR AHMAD RAINA
80. 25041600600085 GOWHER AHMAD MIR AB AHADMIR
81. 25041600600086 IRFAN UL HAQUE ABDUL AHAD BHAT
82. 25041600600087 GURPREET KOUR SURAJ SINGH

Now, in view of the above, if any, candidate has any objection, he/she may submit a representation to the Commission alongwith 
supporting documents by or before 23.10.2025 (Thursday) from the date of issuance of this notice, after which no appeal whatsoever 
shall be entertained.
No: PSC/Exam/JSA & SA/2024/28 (Supinder Kour) JKAS
Dated: 19.10.2025 Under Secretary, 
 J&K Public Service Commission.

DIPK-7348-25
DT: 22/10/2025

Observers for Bye-Assembly 
Elections to Budgam review 
election preparedness

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: General 
Observer, Bhor Singh 
Yadav;  Expenditure 
Observer,  Ravinder 
Kumar and Police Observ-
er, Nachiketa Jha for 
27-Assembly constituency 
Budgam held a joint meet-
ing at the Conference hall 
here to take review of  the 
preparedness for upcom-
ing Bye-Assembly election 
2025 to 27-AC Budgam of  
the District.

The observers took 
an extensive appraisal 
of  Returning Officer to 
27-AC Budgam and Assis-
tant returning officers for 
arrangements made by 
them for smooth conduct 
of  Bye-Assembly election 
to 27-AC Budgam.

They held a detailed 
discussion about enforce-
ment of  MCC, expenditure 
monitoring, security plan, 
transport and communica-
tion plan, besides function-
ing of  VST, flying squads, 
training of  poll staff, AMF 
at polling stations, and 
other measures undertak-
en for smooth and peace-
ful conduct of  the upcom-
ing Bye-Assembly polls in 
27-Assembly constituency 
Budgam.

On the occasion, the Gen-
eral Observers enjoined the 
officers to work with added 
zeal and unwavering dedi-
cation to uphold the sanc-
tity of  the election process 
and safeguard the demo-

cratic spirit.
They also urged them 

to ensure strict enforce-
ment of  MCC and other 
guidelines of  the Election 
Commission of  India (ECI) 
to ensure smooth, fair, and 
transparent conduct of  
polls in the District.

They stressed on proac-
tive approach from all the 
stakeholders to encourage 
maximum voters so that 
enhanced voter turnout is 
registered during upcom-
ing bye-elections in 27-AC 
Budgam of  the District. 
They also stressed on com-
pletion of  the EPIC distri-
bution process in 27-AC 
Budgam.

T he Expenditure 
Observer emphasised 

the need for coordination 
among various monitor-
ing teams for effective 
expenditure overseeing 
and stressed the prompt 
reporting of  any ECI vio-
lations concerning election 
expenditure booking.

 He also underscored the 
efficient media monitor-
ing to contain any misuse 
of  election expenditure by 
the contesting candidates 
in the district and under-
scored timely reporting 
and uploading of  any sei-
zures or violations as per 
ECI norms.

 The Police Observer 
stressed on the officers to 
work with utmost coordi-
nation to ensure incident-
free and smooth conduct of  

the polls in 27-AC Budgam.
 Earlier, the DEO 

Budgam , Dr. Bilal Mohi-
ud-Din Bhat apprised the 
observers regarding the 
preparations for the free, 
fair, and peaceful conduct 
of  polls in 27-AC budgam 
of  the District.

 He said that 173 poll-
ing stations had been set 
at designated 111 locations 
across 27-assembly con-
stituency Budgam.

 The DEO said that 
model polling stations had 
also been set up at various 
locations in 27-AC Budgam 
to facilitate the voters on 
the polling day and wel-
come them to experience 
a festive-like environment.

 He said that dedicated facil-
ities for voters including clean 
drinking water and ramps 
for Persons with Disabilities 
(PWDs) are also meticulous-
ly arranged to enhance the 
voting experience.

 Later, the observers 
visited the Control room, 
Media Certification and 
Monitoring Commit-
tee (MCMC) at the DC 
office complex. They also 
inspected a strong room 
established at Boys Higher 
Secondary school Budgam.

 The meeting was attend-
ed by the SSP Budgam, 
Nikhil Borkar; ADC 
Budgam, ASP Budgam, 
Returning Officer (RO) of  
27-Assembly constituency 
Budgam, Dy. District Elec-
tion Officer and all Nodal 
officers.

DM B'la chairs 21st NCORD meeting, Directs Strict Anti-Drug measures
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: District 
Magistrate (DM) Baramulla, 
Minga Sherpa, Wednesday 
chaired the 21st meeting 
of  the Narco Coordination 
Committee (NCORD) at 
the Meeting Hall of  the DC 
Office Baramulla to review 
the district’s ongoing efforts 
to curb drug abuse and 
strengthen enforcement 

under the NDPS Act.
During the meeting, the 

DM directed all law enforce-
ment agencies to ensure 
strict implementation of  
NDPS laws and to intensify 
awareness programmes 
on the harmful effects of  
drug abuse, particularly 
among youth and students. 
He also emphasized taking 
strict action against persons 
found smoking in public 

places, especially around 
educational institutions.

The DM further 
instructed for 100% instal-
lation of  CCTV cameras in 
all educational institutions 
and identified hotspots to 
enhance monitoring and 
surveillance.

He also directed the 
Police, Revenue, and Excise 
Departments to carry out 
joint drives for the destruc-

tion of  bhang (cannabis) 
cultivation, ensuring close 
coordination for effective 
results.

While reviewing overall 
progress under NCORD, the 
DM stressed the importance 
of  community participation, 
urging Public representa-
tives, religious leaders, and 
educational institutions to 
actively support the adminis-
tration’s anti-drug initiatives.

Civil Society delegation from 

Rajouri calls on Javed Rana
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A delega-
tion of  civil society mem-
bers from District Rajouri 
Wednesday called on Min-
ister for Jal Shakti Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and 
Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana at Civil Secretariat 
here, to raise key issues of  
public importance concern-
ing the district.

During the meeting, 
Javed Rana patiently heard 
a wide range of  public 
grievances and assured 
timely redressal through 
appropriate government 
channels.

He highlighted that 
Omar Abdullah led govern-
ment remains accessible 
and responsive to the needs 
of  people and our priority 
is to bring governance to 
the doorsteps of  common 
masses.

The civil society from 
Rajouri raised issues 
related to development, 

better health care, road 
infrastructure and service 
delivery.

The members demand-
ed the operationalization 
of  the Maternal & Child 
Hospital at Gujjar Mandi, 
Rajouri, emphasizing the  
need to improve healthcare 
services for residents. They 
highlighted that starting of  
hospital operations is nec-
essary to ensure accessible, 
quality medical care for 
women and children to the 
Pir Panjal residents.

The delegation also 

highlighted the dete-
riorated condition of  the 
Rajouri–Thanna Road, 
pointing out that the black-
topped surface has signifi-
cantly worsened over time, 
causing daily hardships for 
commuters. They urged 
immediate action for its 
upgradation to ensure 
smooth and safe travel for 
the public.

Minister assured the 
delegation that the Gov-
ernment is fully aware of  
these issues and necessary 
directions have already 

been issued to the con-
cerned officers for their 
early resolution.

The Minister also spoke 
to the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Rajouri, to ensure 
prompt attention to these 
matters.

The Minister further 
assured the residents of  
improved facilities and 
better infrastructure in 
the district, reiterating the 
Government’s commit-
ment to public welfare and 
development initiatives in 
Rajouri.

Budgam admin organises Voters’ 

Fair at Behisht-e-Zehra park
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: A Voters’ 
Fair (Matdata Mela) was 
Wednesday organised 
at Behisht-e-Zehra park 
Budgam under the direc-
tions of  the District Elec-
tion Officer (DEO) Budgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat 
under the theme ‘Promot-
ing Inclusive, Ethical, and 
Informed Voting’.

 The event was coor-
dinated by the District 
Administration Budgam 
in collaboration with Dis-
trict Nodal Officer SVEEP/ 
Chief  Education Officer 
Budgam, Rifat Irfan Qadri, 
as part of  the ongoing Sys-
tematic Voters’ Education 
and Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) programme.

The fair witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from young and 
first-time voters, female 
voters, senior citizens, and 
Persons with Disabilities 

(PwD), reflecting the ideals 
of  inclusive and participa-
tory democracy.  A series of  
engaging activities, aware-
ness sessions, and demon-
strations were conducted 
to educate the public about 
various aspects of  the elec-
toral process.

During the event, speak-
ers emphasized the signifi-
cance of  every vote in shap-
ing a strong democracy and 

urged participants to cast 
their votes responsibly. 
Awareness sessions were 
held on ethical voting, the 
role of  each voter in ensur-
ing fair elections, and the 
functioning of  Electronic 
Voting Machines (EVMs) 
and Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail (VVPAT) sys-
tems, ensuring that voters 
are fully informed about 
the voting process.

The event was graced 
by the presence of  Gen-
eral Observer, Bhor Singh 
Yadav and Police Observer, 
Nachiketa Jha for 27-AC 
budgam bye-Elections, who 
appreciated the efforts of  
the District Administra-
tion for organizing such 
innovative and inclusive 
outreach initiatives under 
the SVEEP programme.

The Voters’ Fair was 
aimed to motivate maxi-
mum voter turnout in the 
upcoming bye-elections to 
the 27–Budgam Assembly 
Constituency, ensuring that 
every eligible citizen partici-
pates in the electoral process 
with awareness, confidence, 
and commitment.

The District adminis-
tration reiterated that it 
remains fully committed in 
conducting free, fair, par-
ticipative, and transparent 
elections, in line with the 
vision of  the Election Com-
mission of  India.
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CS, NITI Aayog discusses modalities for 

establishing Tele-ICU network across J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Wednesday held 
a detailed discussion with 
Member, NITI Aayog, Dr. V.K. 
Paul, to deliberate on the estab-
lishment of  Tele-ICU facilities 
across the newly established 
Government Medical Colleges 
(GMCs) in the districts of  J&K.

The meeting marked a sig-
nificant step towards defining 
the modalities for rolling out 
a robust, technology-driven 
critical care network aimed 
at strengthening peripheral 
healthcare institutions across 
the UT.

During the interaction, Dr. 
Paul shared valuable insights 
and highlighted successful 
Tele-ICU models being imple-
mented by leading health tech-
nology providers such as Apollo 
TeleHealth, Medanta, Cloud-
physician, and HealthNet. He 
emphasized the importance of  
studying these models to iden-
tify best-fit strategies for J&K’s 
healthcare ecosystem, consid-
ering its unique geography and 
institutional diversity.

Dr. Paul advised that the spe-
cific needs and infrastructure 
of  each hospital must be care-
fully assessed prior to imple-
mentation. He underlined the 
necessity of  capacity building, 
continuous medical education, 
and hands-on staff  training, 
noting that these are pivotal 
to ensuring the success and 
sustainability of  the Tele-ICU 
framework in J&K.

Expressing gratitude for 
the guidance and technical 
inputs shared by Dr. Paul, the 
Chief  Secretary reiterated the 
UT Administration’s resolve 
to integrate advanced health-
care innovations into its public 
health system. He stated that 
the Government of  Jammu and 
Kashmir is working towards 
establishing Tele-ICU facilities 
under a hub-and-spoke model, 
ensuring 24x7 critical care mon-
itoring, expert consultation, 
and real-time clinical support 
for peripheral hospitals. Under 
this model, newly established 
GMCs will serve as spokes con-
nected to a central command 
hub within the UT.

To ensure effective imple-

mentation, the Chief  Secretary 
proposed deputing an expert 
team from J&K to leading 
healthcare institutions across 
the country to study the design 
and operational modalities of  
existing Tele-ICU hubs and 

command centres. He empha-
sized that while J&K faces chal-
lenges arising from difficult 
terrain and human resource 
limitations, the administration 
is committed to developing a 
customized, scalable model that 

addresses regional needs and 
strengthens healthcare delivery 
at the grassroots level.

Highlighting the next steps, 
the Chief  Secretary directed 
the Health & Medical Educa-
tion Department to work out 

the technical, administra-
tive, and financial contours of  
the initiative. He stressed the 
importance of  creating a state-
of-the-art Tele-ICU hub within 
J&K equipped with expert 
professionals and technology 
partners to provide continu-
ous clinical guidance, training, 
and quality assurance. The hub 
would also serve as a training 
and mentoring centre for medi-
cal staff  across the UT, eventu-
ally leading to the creation of  
additional regional hubs for 
wider Tele-ICU coverage.

Secretary, Health & Medi-
cal Education Department, 
Dr. Syed Abid Rashid Shah, 
informed that the Department 
has proposed the establishment 
of  at least a 10-bedded Tele-ICU 
unit in each of  the new GMCs. 
He outlined the preparatory 
groundwork completed so far 
and presented a roadmap for 
phased implementation, includ-
ing infrastructure readiness, 
technology procurement, and 
training modules.

The participants shared 
insights based on the their 
experience in administering 

the critical care medicine and 
suggested mechanisms for 
seamless integration of  Tele-
ICU facilities with existing 
hospital systems. Principals of  
various GMCs also shared their 
perspectives on operational fea-
sibility, interconnectivity, and 
potential clinical benefits of  the 
initiative.

Others who were pres-
ent throughout this session 
includes MD, NHM; MD, 
JKMSCL; Principals of  GMCs, 
Dental Colleges and other con-
cerned officers.

The deliberations under-
scored the J&K Administra-
tion’s focused approach towards 
leveraging telemedicine and 
digital health technologies 
to bridge gaps in healthcare 
access, particularly in remote 
and underserved areas. The 
proposed Tele-ICU network 
is expected to significantly 
enhance the Union Territory’s 
capacity for critical care deliv-
ery, ensuring timely medical 
intervention, expert supervi-
sion, and improved patient 
outcomes across all tiers of  the 
healthcare system.

From local market to global stage, USWAH 
enters world modest fashion scene

Admin tightens fire safety ahead of winter
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Office 
of  the Divisional Commis-
sioner, Kashmir, has issued 
a circular instructing all 
Deputy Commissioners 
(DCs) across the valley to 
implement strict fire safety 
measures ahead of  the 
winter season.

The move comes after 
repeated advisories failed 
to prevent recurring fire 
incidents, which have 
caused significant loss of  
life and property.

According to the circu-
lar, it has been observed 
with serious concern 
that, despite awareness 
campaigns, a substantial 
number of  fire incidents 
continue to be reported 
across various districts of  
the Kashmir Division, par-
ticularly during the winter 
months.

The circular states that 
these incidents have result-
ed in significant loss of  life 
and property, primarily 
due to electrical short cir-
cuits, improper handling 
of  heating appliances, and 
unsafe storage of  combus-
tible materials.

“Accordingly, all Deputy 
Commissioners are hereby 
requested to undertake 
the following preventive, 
supervisory, and enforce-
ment measures within 
their respective jurisdic-

tions,” it reads.
The circular adds that 

DCs should formulate and 
implement a comprehen-
sive District-Level Winter 
Fire Safety Plan in coor-
dination with the Fire 
& Emergency Services 
Department, Power Devel-
opment Department (PDD), 
Public Health Engineering 
(PHE), Health Department, 
and Municipal & Panchay-
at authorities. The Depart-
ment of  Fire & Emergency 
Services shall designate 
one District-Level Nodal 
Officer for the purpose.

Awareness Campaigns: 
Launch intensive public 
awareness drives through 
electronic, print, and social 
media platforms to sensi-
tize residents about the 
safe handling of  electrical 
and heating appliances, 
LPG usage, and fire preven-
tion measures.

Inspection of  Wiring and 
Electrical Load: Ensure 

that PDD teams conduct 
random inspections of  
residential and commer-
cial wiring, with particular 
attention to high-risk areas 
prone to overloading, con-
gested urban centers with 
wooden structures, and 
substandard electrical 
installations.

Fire Safety Audits: 
Direct Fire & Emergency 
Services to undertake fire 
safety audits of  congested 
urban localities, govern-
ment offices, hospitals, 
schools, markets, and resi-
dential clusters. Ensure 
that identified deficiencies 
are rectified within a fixed 
timeframe.

Combustible Storage 
Regulation: Take strict 
action against the improp-
er storage of  combustible 
materials, such as dry 
grass, firewood, and LPG 
cylinders, in congested 
localities or residential 
premises.

Hamam and Gas Heater 
Safety: Conduct aware-
ness and inspection drives 
for hamams and LPG/
gas heaters, particularly 
emphasizing the removal 
of  LPG cylinders from bed-
rooms during night hours.

Coordination with Local 
Bodies: Direct Municipal 
Committees, Panchayats, 
and Urban Local Bodies 
to ensure unobstructed 
fire lanes, accessible water 
points, and readiness of  
local fire hydrants through-
out the winter months.

Emergency Prepared-
ness: Review district 
disaster management pre-
paredness, including the 
availability of  fire tenders, 
emergency water sources, 
and quick response teams, 
especially in snow-bound 
areas.

Periodic Review: Con-
vene monthly reviews 
at the district level and 
submit reports to the Divi-
sional Commissioner’s 
office regarding fire inci-
dents (if  any), preventive 
measures taken, and the 
status of  public awareness 
initiatives.

The circular stressed 
that all Deputy Commis-
sioners must ensure strict 
compliance with these 
directions and maintain 
zero tolerance for negli-
gence in fire safety enforce-
ment—(KNO)

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Kashmir’s 
homegrown modest fash-
ion brand, USWAH, is set 
to make its mark on the 
global stage after receiv-
ing an invitation to the 
Modest Fashion and Art 
Trade Show in Istanbul, 
scheduled from November 
26 to 29, 2025.

The show is set to host 
300 global brands, includ-
ing several Indian design-
ers and outlets that have 
received official invitations 
to showcase their work at 
IFM Istanbul Expo Center.

Bilal Ahmed Khan, the 
brand’s founder, said the 
journey has been personal 
and challenging. “I had to 
return home from Dubai 
due to my mother’s health. 
That decision changed my 
life. I chose to build some-
thing of  my own, rooted in 
our values and identity,” 
he said.

After returning to Kash-
mir, Bilal, a resident of  
Sangrama Sopore, faced a 
period of  uncertainty. “I 
struggled a lot. I found a 
marketing job that paid Rs 
4,500 a month,” he recalled. 
But he and his friends 
decided to take a leap of  
faith and open their first 
outlet at Sopore. “Initially, 

we struggled a lot. We had 
limited resources and long 
working hours, but we 
were determined,” Bilal 
said.

Drawing inspiration 
from Turkish dressing 
styles, the team focused 
on creating contemporary 

modest wear with a Kash-
miri touch.

In 2025, USWAH received 
its first major bridal order. 
“Without thinking any-
thing, I agreed. I was given 
three months to complete 
it,” Bilal said. Deliver-
ing the order successfully 

marked a turning point, 
establishing USWAH as 
a recognized name in the 
Valley’s fashion industry.

Co-managed by Sheikh 
Mudasir Qadir, USWAH 
now ships globally, exclud-
ing Pakistan, with clients 
in Qatar, Goa, Hyderabad, 
Maharashtra and Mumbai, 
alongside hundreds of  
deliveries across Kashmir. 
The brand plans to expand 
with 10 new outlets in the 
coming year.

USWAH has also 
emerged as a source of  
livelihood for many. “Our 
outlet provides jobs to 
locals and outsiders. At 
a time of  job crisis in the 
Valley, we are proud to 
offer opportunities in 
design, tailoring, logistics 
and sales,” Bilal said.

It is pertinent to men-
tion, the Istanbul trade 
show will bring together 
designers and artists from 
around the world, offer-
ing USWAH a platform to 
showcase modest fashion 
trends that blend style, 
sustainability and cultural 
identity.

“This is not just about 
us. It is about showing 
that Kashmir can produce 
global brands while staying 
true to its culture,” Bilal 
said—(KNO)

Rohmoo, Chakoora hamlets in Pulwama 
demand fire service stations

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: The resi-
dents of  Rohmoo and Cha-
koora hamlets in South 
Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict have expressed deep 
concern over the absence 
of  Fire and emergency 
Service stations in their 
respective localities, saying 
the lack of  this vital facil-
ity has resulted in repeated 
losses of  life and property 
over the years.

Locals from both areas 
said that despite repeated 
pleas and official assur-
ances, the government has 
failed to set up fire service 
stations to cater to the 
large population spread 
across dozens of  villages.

The residents of  
Rohmoo, which falls under 
the Rajpora belt, said that 
around 20–25 villages with 
thousands of  residents 
depend on the Pulwama 
fire station, which is nearly 
10 kilometers away.

They said that in case 
of  any fire incident; the 
response time is extremely 
delayed, leading to devas-
tating losses.

“By the time fire ten-
ders reach Rohmoo and 

adjoining villages, proper-
ty worth lakhs is already 
reduced to ashes,” said 
Qayoom Khan, a local 
social activist.

“We have approached 
successive governments 
for setting up a station 
here, but nothing has been 
done.”

Another local resident, 
Zaroof  Ahmad, said that 
fire incidents have been 
on the rise in recent years 
and that the Pulwama fire 
station cannot effectively 
cater to hundreds of  vil-
lages across the district. 
“During the last few 
years, several families 
have suffered huge finan-
cial losses. A local fire 
station could have saved 
both property and lives,” 
he added.

The residents of  Cha-
koora village said that 
all official formalities for 
establishing a Fire and 
Emergency Service sta-
tion in their area were 
completed in 2021, yet the 
government has not issued 
the final approval.

“We have been following 
up the matter since 2020. 
Every file, every approval 
is complete. The project 

is ready on paper, but no 
physical work has started,” 
said Abdul Rashid, a resi-
dent of  Chakoora.

Locals said the nearest 
fire stations are about 20 
kilometers away, leaving 
the entire belt including 
Chakoora, Panzgam, Litter 
and other adjoining villag-
es highly vulnerable.

“In case of  a fire, we can 
do nothing but watch our 
homes burn while waiting 
for help from distant sta-
tions,” said Mohammad 
Yousuf, another local. “We 
have raised the demand 
before every visiting offi-
cial, but our pleas fall on 
deaf  ears.”

Residents from both 
Rohmoo and Chakoora 
expressed disappointment 
over what they described 
as the government’s “mute 
spectator attitude” toward 
an essential public safety 
issue.

They appealed to the 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah and 
the Directorate of  Fire and 
Emergency Services to act 
swiftly and approve new 
fire service stations in both 
the areas—(KNO)

Secy ITD reviews progress of projects 
under Capex Budget 2025-26

Dir Info condoles demise of 
Editor, Glimpses of Future Daily

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Director Infor-
mation & Public Relations, 
Nitish Rajora, has expressed 
deep sorrow over the demise 
of  Prem Nath Sharma, 
Editor of  the Glimpses of  
Future, an English Daily. In 
a heartfelt condolence mes-
sage, the Director extended 
sympathies to the bereaved 
family and paid rich tributes 
to the late editor’s invaluable 
contributions to the field of  
journalism.

Describing Sharma as a 
dedicated professional and a 
voice of  integrity, the Direc-
tor noted that his journal-

istic work reflected a deep 
understanding of  public 
concerns and a steadfast 
commitment to truth.

He further stated that the 
late editor’s legacy would 
continue to inspire genera-
tions of  media profession-
als. “His passing leaves an 
irreplaceable void in the 
journalistic fraternity,” the 
Director remarked.

Meanwhile, the Joint 
Director Information, 
Jammu, Deepak Dubey 
also expressed his condo-
lences on the sad demise of  
Sh. Prem Nath Sharma and 
prayed for eternal peace to 
the departed soul.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Secretary, 
Information Technol-
ogy Department (ITD), Dr. 
Piyush Singla  Wednes-
day chaired a meeting of  
senior officers to discuss 
and review the physical 
and financial progress of  
different projects of  the 
department under Capex 
Budget 2025-26 at Civil Sec-
retariat here.

Chief  Executive Officer, 
JKEGA; Special Secretary, 
ITD; Director Finance, ITD; 
Additional Secretary, ITD, 
Deputy Director (Plan-
ning), ITD; Head SeMT 
J&K; Incharge IT Cell; 
besides, other officers and 
officials attended the meet-
ing through virtual mode.

During the meeting, 
threadbare discussions 
were held on various issues 

regarding the present 
status of  current year proj-
ects under Capex Budget 
2025-26 and shelf  of  proj-
ects for next year budget.

The meeting also dis-
cussed other issues per-
taining to different proj-
ects like establishment 
of  Centre of  Excellence, 
upgradation of  IT skills, 
new e-governance initia-
tives in UT of  J&K, digita-
lization of  office Records 
development of  IT Hub/
Park at Jammu & Srinagar 
and others.

Secretary IT empha-
sized upon the concerned 
officers to clear all bottle-
necks for early completion 
of  all ongoing projects of  
IT department. He also 
directed the officers to take 
proper workout on under 
process DPRs and other 
issues so that the works 

on the different projects 
could be completed in time-
bound manner.

During the meeting, 
Director Finance and other 
concerned officers briefed 
the Secretary and gave a 
power point presentation 
about the status of  various 
projects, besides action 
taken on physical and 
financial status of  Capex 
Budget 2025-26.

The meeting was also 
informed about present 
status of  physical and 
financial progress of  total 
number of  ongoing and 
new projects including 
upgradation of  State Data 
Centre, setting up of  wired 
LAN for Civil Secretariat 
Jammu, setting up of  dedi-
cated 2Gbps internet Lease 
Line for both Secretariats at 
Jammu & Srinagar and set-
ting up of  MPLS for e-office.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

The Plight Of 
Motorboat Owners

A 
sizeable section of tourism-relat-
ed motor boat owners in Jammu 
and Kashmir have been left in 
the lurch for nearly two decades. 
Their licences, astonishingly, 

have not been renewed since 2008 — a 
glaring example of bureaucratic negligence 
that has crippled the livelihood of many 
who depend on the tourism sector. These 
boat owners are not mere operators; they 
are vital to the tourism ecosystem, offering 
visitors an unforgettable experience across 
the shimmering waters of Dal, Nigeen, and 
other scenic destinations. Yet, their contri-
bution has been met with indifference and 
arrogance from the very department that 
should have been their biggest supporter.

Despite approaching the court and 
securing a favourable order, these poor 
boat owners continue to face a wall of offi-
cial apathy. The concerned officers, instead 
of complying with judicial directions, seem 
adamant on maintaining their rigid stance, 
further deepening the crisis for the affect-
ed families. This is not only contempt of 
court but also contempt of common sense 
and compassion.

The tourism department must realise 
that development cannot be selective. 
Glossy campaigns and high-profile road-
shows mean little if those at the grass-
roots — the real faces of Kashmiri hospi-
tality — continue to suffer. It is high time 
that the administration intervenes to end 
this long-standing injustice, renew their 
licences without delay, and restore their 
dignity and livelihood.

The success of Kashmir’s tourism lies 
not in official speeches but in the smiles 
of those who make visitors feel welcome. 
Neglecting them is not just administrative 
failure — it is a betrayal of the spirit of 
Kashmir’s tourism itself.

      Amit Shah

The Iron Strategist Forging 
India's Political Destiny

LALIT GARG 

I
n Indian politics, there are a few 
names that rise above the posi-
tions they hold, names that are 
defined not by title but by unwav-
ering resolve, visionary leader-

ship, and an unshakable commitment 
to national integrity. Amit Anilchandra 
Shah is one such name, a leader forged 
in struggle, an architect of  political 
organization, and a sentinel of  internal 
security and national unity. As India’s 
Union Minister for Home and Coopera-
tion, Amit Shah has redefined gover-
nance. His work spans revolutionary 
reforms in internal security, national 
cohesion, and rural revival. It is no 
exaggeration to call him the modern-
day “Iron Man”, a true ideological suc-
cessor to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 
With a blend of  political acumen and 
transformative governance, Shah has 
emerged not just as a tactician but as a 
nation-builder, a statesman whose strat-
egies have reshaped India's political and 
developmental landscape.

A long-time associate of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Shah is seen as 
both a key confidant and the party’s 
chief  strategist. His political journey 
began with his early induction into the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
and by 1987, he had joined the BJP’s 
youth wing. During Narendra Modi’s 
tenure as Gujarat’s Chief  Minister, 
Shah rose rapidly, handling key port-
folios such as Home, Law, and Trans-
port, while emerging as a force to be 
reckoned with. As Minister of  Coopera-
tion, Shah has transformed the minis-
try from a bureaucratic structure into 
a people-centric movement. He doesn’t 
view cooperation merely through an 
economic lens but as a practical expres-
sion of  “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas.” From sugar mills to 
dairies, agriculture, seed production, 
and marketing, the entire cooperative 
ecosystem has been infused with fresh 
dynamism. His initiatives like the first-
ever national cooperative policy draft, 
digitalization of  PACS, and converting 

over 200,000 primary agriculture credit 
societies into multi-dimensional hubs 
mark a renaissance in rural India. 
Under his leadership, the cooperative 
movement has become the backbone 
of  Atmanirbhar Bharat, empowering 
farmers as stakeholders in the nation’s 
growth. Shah has redefined the coopera-
tive lexicon with a new vision,  “Pros-
perity through Cooperation.”

One of  his most significant accom-
plishments lies in his handling of  
internal security. For decades, Left-
wing extremism plagued large swathes 
of  the country, creating a climate of  
fear, underdevelopment, and violence. 
Under Shah’s leadership, a comprehen-
sive three-pronged strategy — combin-
ing law enforcement, intelligence, and 
development — has struck at the very 
roots of  Naxalism. Over 90% of  the pre-
viously affected regions are now tread-
ing the path of  peace. His approach — 
“Terrorism can’t be defeated by bullets 
alone, but by development and dialogue” 
— reflects his nuanced understanding 
of  national issues. His legacy will forev-
er be intertwined with the abrogation of  
Article 370 from Jammu and Kashmir. 
It wasn’t merely a constitutional act but 
a monumental assertion of  India’s indi-
visible unity. Under the combined lead-
ership of  Shah and Modi, a decades-old 
wound was healed. The abrogation was 
a decisive blow to separatist ideology, 
and it restored the Valley to the nation-
al fold. Today, the tricolour flies high, 
tourism thrives, investment flows in, 
and the youth of  Kashmir dream again 
— all because of  Shah’s fearless and 
farsighted resolve. As he proclaimed in 
Parliament, “Kashmir is the crown of  

India, and until peace and development 
reach every valley, our mission remains 
incomplete.”

What sets Amit Shah apart is his 
extraordinary foresight. Whether it 
is strategizing elections or executing 
constitutional decisions, he anticipates 
the board and places every piece with 
precision. Post-370 abrogation, peace-
ful elections in Jammu & Kashmir and 
the quiet resolution of  a centuries-old 
conflict in Ayodhya are testimonies to 
his silent yet seismic political planning. 
As Home Minister, he has strengthened 
India’s internal security framework 
with enhanced laws against terrorism, 
bolstered the powers of  the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA), adopted 
technological innovations in border 
management, and initiated vital police 
reforms. His “zero tolerance” policy 
against terror has made the country 
more secure than it has been in decades. 
Whether it was the Delhi riots or threats 
from across the border, Shah’s decisions 
have always been swift, balanced, and 
nation-first.

Politically, Amit Shah is often 
referred to as “Modi’s Hanuman”,  not 
just because of  his loyalty, but for being 
the executor of  Modi’s vision. As BJP’s 
president from 2014 to 2020, he trans-
formed the party into the world’s larg-
est political organization, with a mem-
bership base exceeding that of  over 70 
nations combined. The BJP's landmark 
victories in the 2014 and 2019 elections 
were driven by his meticulous organiza-
tional planning and mass connect strat-
egies. His name is now synonymous 
with campaign excellence and electoral 
dominance. Yet, his identity transcends 

politics. He is the guardian of  national 
unity, the protector of  internal secu-
rity, and the torchbearer of  cooperative 
resurgence. His presence in government 
marked a transition from organization-
building to nation-building. When the 
history of  India’s parliamentary evolu-
tion under Narendra Modi is written, 
Amit Shah’s policies will stand tall, as a 
modern “Chanakya,” whose silent strat-
egy shaped the grand narrative.

Shah's decision to keep his image off  
official campaign posters, focusing only 
on Modi, was a deliberate move, a testa-
ment to his belief  in a collective vision 
rather than personal glory. It was part 
of  a larger “Shah Doctrine”,  to Modi-
fy the campaign, and turn every elec-
tion into a direct vote of  confidence in 
the Prime Minister. It is this mindset 
that has given Amit Shah a permanent 
space in the BJP’s core identity. To his 
supporters, he is a protector of  Hindu 
values; to his critics, a polarizing figure. 
But none can deny his on-ground con-
nect, strategic brilliance, and sheer 
organizational talent. His rise from 
a booth-level worker to the country’s 
Home Minister is a saga of  grit, disci-
pline, and clear vision.

Amit Shah’s leadership reminds 
the nation of  Sardar Patel, while Patel 
unified India geographically, Shah has 
worked to integrate its thoughts and 
ideologies. Patel wielded the iron will 
to shape India's map; Shah has infused 
it with the spirit of  oneness. His guid-
ing mantra has always been, “Not the 
individual, the nation comes first.” 
From transforming cooperative struc-
tures, strengthening national security, 
to reshaping Kashmir’s future, Shah’s 
impact is historic. His approach isn’t 
driven by shrewd politics but by a deep, 
committed vision. There is no pretense, 
only purpose. His decisions are ground-
ed not in expediency, but in patriotism. 
A tireless karmayogi, he has shown that 
if  the intent is pure and the vision is 
clear, even the most complex transfor-
mations are possible. Amit Shah is not 
just a politician, he is a force of  nature 
shaping the destiny of  modern India. 
On his 61st birthday, he stands not 
merely as a man of  the moment, but as 
a maker of  epochs, a resolute symbol 
of  discipline, strategy, and unwavering 
nationalism. Indeed, he is India’s Crisis 
Breaker, Master Organizer, and Modern 
Iron Man. By

Author is a senior columnist. He can 
be mailed at lalitgarg11@gmail.com

Child Begging Remains A Worry

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

I
n our society, children's 
childhood is their great-
est asset. They have 
the right to play, study, 
learn, and thrive in a safe 

environment. However, child 
exploitation, their use for beg-
ging, and the exploitation of  
their innocence have become 
a serious social problem. Beg-
ging isn't just an individual 
problem; it's become a system-
atic business. It's a common 
sight in small towns and large 
cities to see innocent children 
walking around with a plate, a 
piece of  clothing, or an object 
in their hands, while people, 
taken by pity on their inno-
cent faces, pour money into 
their hands. This not only robs 
children of  their childhood, but 
also affects them mentally and 
physically.

Lack of  social awareness, 
public compassion, and the 
financial constraints of  some 
families contribute to this 
problem. It's not just a result of  
poverty, but a violation of  chil-
dren's rights. Childhood is the 
most important and vulnerable 
part of  any human life. It is the 
time when children learn, gain 
experiences, and form their 
identities. However, when chil-
dren are forced into begging 
or other forms of  exploitation, 
their development is hampered.

Begging may sometimes be 
the result of  financial compul-
sion, but when it occurs regu-
larly and the child is forced, it 
becomes exploitation. Taking 
advantage of  children's inno-
cence to make money is a 
moral crime. Society's role 
becomes crucial here. People 
give money thinking they are 
helping, but in reality, they are 
encouraging child exploitation. 
Parents and families also have 
a responsibility to protect their 
children from such activities.

India has several laws to 
prevent child labor and child 
begging. The Child Labor (Pro-
hibition and Regulation) Act is 
designed to protect children 
from forced labor and exploi-
tation. Additionally, services 
like Childline 1098 are available 

24/7 to help children. NGOs 
and social organizations are 
also actively working to protect 
children from exploitation and 
provide them with education. 
However, the real challenge is 
that children and their parents 
are often unaware of  the legal 
framework, and exploitation 
networks are so organized that 
they are difficult to catch.

The government and society 
together will have to spread 
awareness for the safety of  chil-
dren and guide them in the right 
direction. Society's compassion 
and sympathy often lead to child 
exploitation. If  people help chil-
dren in the right way, instead of  
giving them alms, they can pre-
vent exploitation from spread-
ing. Local communities, schools, 
parents, and neighbors can work 

together to ensure children's 
safety. Providing children with 
a safe environment, education, 
and playful opportunities are 
essential for their development.

Society needs to understand 
that simply giving money isn't 
enough to help children. Only 
appropriate action, such as 
reporting to NGOs, Childline, and 
social organizations, can protect 
children from exploitation. Beg-
ging has become a financial busi-
ness in many places. Some fami-
lies and networks exploit inno-
cent children to earn thousands 
of rupees a day. This not only 
exploits children's innocence, but 
also impacts them mentally and 
physically.

Those who donate money 
think they are being compas-
sionate, but in reality, they are 

reinforcing this system. This 
creates a cycle in which child 
exploitation continues. This 
is a serious problem for the 
future of  children and for soci-
ety's moral responsibility. The 
solution to this problem lies in 
the collaboration of  society, 
government, and citizens. It is 
essential to take steps to pro-
tect and educate children.

Help children instead of  
giving them money. Instead of  
letting them beg, provide them 
with education, play, and a safe 
environment. Contact Child-
line (1098) and recognized 
NGOs for their safety. Raise 
awareness in society about 
child rights and the problem 
of  child abuse. Schools, par-
ents, and neighbors should 
work together to ensure a safe 
environment for children. 
Mere acts of  kindness or small 
amounts of  money won't help 
children. Only action, aware-
ness, and legal recourse can 
save them.

Childhood is a child's right, 
not anyone's business. The 
exploitation of  innocent chil-
dren challenges society's moral 
and social responsibility. We 
must understand that it is our 
duty to provide children with 
a safe, educated, and inde-
pendent environment. Only 
through collective action by 
society, the government, and 
citizens can we resolve this 
problem. Through awareness, 
education, and support, we can 
give children back their child-
hood and lay the foundation for 
a bright future.

Author is a research scholar 
in political science. She can 
be mailed at priyankasau-

rabh9416@gmail.com
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     Buried Treasures

The Lost Art Of An Open Heart

MUDASIR KOUL 

A
n old man named Raheem 
Kak lived in a quiet vil-
lage below the hills. He 
was once a legend in our 
neighbourhood. He spent 

his days herding animals in open fields 
and orchards. He told us stories about 
his past, about myths, and sometimes 
about ghosts. We, as children, waited 
for holidays to meet him. Sundays were 
never dull around him. His storytelling 
was full of  energy and humor. He was 
also sharp in his talk and quick with 
calculations. One of his favorite sayings 
was “Ungji tull kam trakh.”

Raheem Kaks nature was peaceful, 
gentle, and caring. Once, my friends 
and I sat around him listening to his 
tales. Suddenly, a snake crawled out 
near him along the bund of  the Zain-
gair canal. He shouted, “The Jinn has 
become a snake!” and lay down pretend-
ing to die. We panicked and ran away 
crying. Later, he stood up laughing, 
saying he had eaten the snake alive.

I was terrified and rushed home 
shouting for my mother. I told her 
everything. She locked me inside 
the compound and forbade me from 
going out again. It felt like a bad 
dream. Besides rearing cows, Raheem 
Kumar also sold fried potatoes, which 
he called Till Munj. He did this after 
returning from the fields. His busi-
ness worked on barter. People gave 
him paddy, rice, or eggs in exchange 
for his fried potatoes. Those days were 
full of  love, respect, and brotherhood. 
No one can forget them. They shine 
in memory like the sun among stars.

Raheem Kak was a truly entertain-
ing man. The simplicity and kindness 
I saw in elders like him are missing in 
today’s world. 

Currently, everything appears to be a 
sham: love, pledges, relationships, even 
friendship. The sincerity and closeness 
of  the old-nature has gone. Back then 
we enjoyed real tranquility, faith when 
the sun would rise and prayers and the 
beautiful voice of  Durood Sharif  would 

emerge from mosque loudspeakers. 
The atmosphere felt like paradise, calm, 
and assured faith. The soft beginning of  
the day perfumed in faithfulness and 
love for God was sickly stuff, strength 
and peace for the entire day. Life then 
moved slowly and gracefully, each day 
stretching with meaning, each month 
feeling as long as a year, and each year 
carrying the weight of timeless content-
ment. But when I look at the present 
times, I see a different world fast, rest-
less, and far removed from the peace 
and tranquility that once defined our 
lives.

The month of  Ramadan was truly 
the healing therapy of  the year. Elderly 
people like Raheem Kak carried golden 
wisdom, narrating hadiths and guiding 
us to recite verses from the Holy Quran 
throughout the sacred month. The eve-
nings stood out as incredible times for 
us, particularly in close proximity to 

breaking the fast. We kids would sit on 
the little bridge in Lone Mohalla, watch-
ing massive flocks of  crows and differ-
ent birds go home, which was all part of  
our day to day experience. At the time 
of  iftar, we would sit down together, 
eat, share our food, and laugh without 
a care in the world. We exchanged topis, 
khazar, and our favorite sweet dish of  
mixed sugar and rice, known as khand 
tumul. Those moments remain etched 
in memory—the time when we lived 
with open hearts, sharing and caring 
for one another without limits or 
boundaries.

Time has passed but the warmth of  
those days lives within me still. The 
voices, the laughter and the simple 
togetherness of  people like Raheem 
Kak feel like treasures now buried 
in the noise of  modern life. We were 
not wealthy, yet we were satisfied. 
We had less, yet we cared more. Faith 

was less a practice than a manner of  
being. It has been almost ten years 
since I last met him, though he still 
lives nearby. One day, while returning 
from duty, I saw him in the market, 
walking with a stick. I was surprised 
to encounter him after a long time. 
I said hello to him very warmly. He 
answered with "Gobra theek chuka ch 
kohund govak."His comments opened 
the floodgates to many memories from 
my childhood. I smiled and responded 
with his old expression, "Ungji tull 
trakh kotah go." He laughed and 
replied, "You made me smile for the 
first time in a long time, you have to 
be one of  my friends."

We talked for a while. I reminded 
him of  his ghost stories and his fried 
potatoes. He was excited and grateful 
to hear it all. Before we left, I assured 
him that I would write a piece about 
his experiences and his life. He smiled 

at me, bless him, and it was a smile 
of  healing and contentment. This is 
where I have come to realize that the 
beauty of  life is in the simplicity of  
the moment, the heart-felt connec-
tions with others, and the cherished 
moments together without any expec-
tation. The peace that many of  us are 
looking for now was once easily evi-
denced through open hearts and genu-
ine prayers. Time, and the memory of  
it, teaches me how wealth and tech-
nology cannot replace that calm leap 
on compassion and faith – loving one 
another stitch the fabric of  humanity. 
Added back, even a fraction of  that 
back into our daily lives can cultivate 
the same healing that may have been 
lost through time.

Author is Panchayat Secretary by 
profession. He can be mailed at hack-

ermudu@gmail.com

The Smoky Truth: J&K's Deepening Tobacco Crisis
MOHAMMAD HANIEF

T
obacco use has quietly 
become one of  the most 
serious public health chal-
lenges facing Jammu and 
Kashmir. Despite awareness 

campaigns, government regulations, 
and warnings printed on every packet, 
tobacco consumption continues to rise 
across the region. From bustling city 
streets to quiet villages, smoking and 
other forms of tobacco use have become 
deeply embedded in daily life — cutting 
across class, gender, and age.

Recent national health surveys place 
Jammu and Kashmir among the states 
and union territories with the highest 
rates of  tobacco consumption in India. 
The latest data from the Global Adult 
Tobacco Survey (GATS-2) and the 
National Family Health Survey (NFHS-
5) show that 23.7 percent of  adults in the 
region use some form of  tobacco. Of  
these, 20.8 percent are active smokers, 
while 4.3 percent consume smokeless 
forms such as gutkha or snuff. These 
figures point to a worrying trend that 
shows little sign of  slowing down.

The gender gap in tobacco use is 
substantial but telling. Nearly 35 per-
cent of  men in Jammu and Kashmir 
are smokers, compared with just 5 per-
cent of  women. While female smoking 
remains relatively uncommon, chang-
ing lifestyles and urban influences 
could shift this pattern in the future.

Equally striking are the district-level 
disparities. In some areas, tobacco use 
has reached alarming levels. Kupwara, 
at more than 56 percent, tops the list, 
followed by Shopian (52 percent), Ban-
dipora (49 percent), and Anantnag (48 
percent). In contrast, Jammu district 
reports significantly lower rates, sug-
gesting that while intensity varies, 
tobacco use has spread across nearly 
every corner of  the Union Territory.

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect 
of  this crisis is the growing prevalence 
of  smoking among adolescents and 
young adults. A recent survey conduct-
ed in Srinagar revealed that nearly one 

in four school-going students — about 
23 percent — are active smokers. The 
findings expose how early experimen-
tation with tobacco often evolves into 
addiction, locking young people into a 
habit that may last a lifetime.

Despite the ban under the Ciga-
rettes and Other Tobacco Products Act 
(COTPA), students continue to report 
easy access to cigarettes and other 
tobacco products, often sold by local 
vendors near schools. The sale of  single 
cigarettes allows minors to purchase 
discreetly, while the increasing popu-
larity of  hookah lounges — offering 
flavored tobacco marketed as a social 
pastime — has normalized smoking 
among the youth.

The long-term implications are 
profound. Early exposure to tobacco 
drastically increases the likelihood of  
chronic addiction and related health 
problems. In a region already burdened 
by unemployment and psychosocial 
stress, tobacco often becomes a coping 
mechanism — an illusion of  relief  that 
leads to greater physical and mental 
harm.

Tobacco’s deep cultural roots in 
Kashmir further complicate the prob-
lem. For generations, the hookah 
has been a familiar presence in rural 
households, symbolizing hospitality 
and communal bonding. While modern 
cigarettes have replaced traditional 
hookahs, the underlying acceptance 
of  smoking has endured. This social 
tolerance makes it difficult to stigma-
tize tobacco use or enforce restrictions, 
especially within close-knit communi-
ties where smoking is seen as a harm-
less social habit.

The health consequences are dev-
astating. Tobacco is a leading cause of  
preventable deaths and a major con-
tributor to cancers, heart disease, and 
respiratory illnesses. Hospitals across 
Jammu and Kashmir are witnessing a 
steady increase in cases linked to tobac-
co use, particularly among middle-aged 
men. The economic cost is equally stag-
gering. It is estimated that residents 
spend hundreds of  crores of  rupees 

each year on tobacco products — a sum 
that does not include the medical bills, 
lost income, and long-term care that 
follow.

Although officials claim a slight 
decline in tobacco consumption — 
around two to three percent over recent 
years — the reality is far more com-
plex. While urban centers show some 
improvement due to enforcement and 
awareness, rural and semi-urban areas 
remain deeply affected. Moreover, 
a drop among older smokers is often 
offset by rising use among younger 
people, threatening to undo any prog-
ress made.

The government has launched sever-
al initiatives under the National Tobac-
co Control Programme (NTCP). Ces-
sation centers have been established, 
awareness campaigns intensified, 
and fines introduced for smoking in 
public places. Educational institutions 
regularly host anti-tobacco events, and 
advertisements warn about the health 
risks. Yet, enforcement remains incon-
sistent. Smoking in public spaces is still 
widespread, and sales near schools con-
tinue largely unchecked.

One major obstacle is easy availabil-

ity. Cigarettes and bidis can be found in 
almost every neighborhood shop, often 
sold without regard for age or distance 
from schools. Their affordability also 
keeps demand high, particularly among 
lower-income groups. Many users 
underestimate the dangers of  “occa-
sional smoking,” while cultural accep-
tance discourages people from quitting.

The problem extends beyond smok-
ers themselves. Second hand smoke 
exposes countless non-smokers — 
including children and women — to 
harmful toxins at home and in public. 
Surveys indicate that more than half  
of  adolescents in Jammu and Kashmir 
are exposed to second-hand smoke in 
public places, increasing their vulner-
ability to respiratory diseases and heart 
conditions.

Addressing this growing crisis 
requires sustained, multi-dimensional 
action. Stricter enforcement of  exist-
ing laws must become a priority. Public 
smoking should be penalized more con-
sistently, and sales of  tobacco near edu-
cational institutions must be complete-
ly banned. Increasing taxes on tobacco 
products can make them less afford-
able, especially for young consumers.

Equally vital are education and 
awareness efforts that go beyond slo-
gans. Schools, colleges, and community 
organizations must play a central role in 
teaching young people about the dangers 
of tobacco. Campaigns should highlight 
not only health risks but also the social 
and economic costs of addiction.

There is also an urgent need for 
accessible cessation support. Many 
smokers express a willingness to quit 
but lack guidance or counselling. 
Expanding cessation centers, inte-
grating tobacco control into primary 
healthcare, and using digital tools for 
follow-up support can greatly improve 
outcomes. Community and religious 
leaders, too, can help by promoting a 
culture that discourages smoking and 
emphasizes self-discipline and health.

Accurate data and regular monitor-
ing are essential for informed policy-
making. Without updated statistics and 
local-level studies, interventions risk 
being sporadic and ineffective. Coor-
dination between government depart-
ments, educational institutions, and 
health professionals can ensure that 
tobacco control efforts remain focused 
and evidence-based.

Tobacco addiction is not merely a per-
sonal habit; it is a social and economic 
epidemic. The rising rates of tobacco 
use in Jammu and Kashmir threaten to 
undermine years of progress in public 
health and place an enormous strain 
on the region’s healthcare infrastruc-
ture. Every cigarette smoked and every 
hookah lit carries a cost — one paid not 
only in money, but in years of life and the 
health of future generations.

The fight against tobacco will not 
be won overnight, but it can be won 
through persistent effort and collective 
resolve. Jammu and Kashmir stands at 
a critical crossroads: either allow this 
silent epidemic to tighten its grip, or 
act decisively to protect the health and 
well-being of its people. The choice, and 
the responsibility, belongs to all.

The author can be mailed at 
m.hanief@gmail.com
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J&K Assembly Set
Abdul Rahim Rather. The Speaker stated 

that the issue is currently under judicial 
consideration and therefore cannot be 
tabled for a vote.

The session will provide members with 
opportunities to raise concerns and seek 
responses from the government on policy 
implementation and pending issues. Law-
makers are expected to focus on account-
ability measures and the status of  previ-
ously announced initiatives.

The Legislative Assembly will also follow 
a structured timetable for discussions, 
including a separate allocation for private 
members’ proposals. Pending bills from 
the previous session are expected to be 
addressed before new proposals are taken 
up, ensuring continuity in legislative pro-
ceedings.

The upcoming session comes at a time 
when political debates around governance, 
electoral commitments, and administrative 
decisions are prominent. Lawmakers from 
different parties have indicated that they 
will actively participate in discussions, 
highlighting the need for detailed scrutiny 
of  government performance.

The Business Advisory Committee’s 
decisions on time management and sched-
uling will influence the pace and order of  
debate during the session. Members will 
also follow the Speaker’s directives regard-
ing matters that cannot be discussed due to 
ongoing legal proceedings.(KNS) 

Congress skips
including six Congress MLAs, five inde-

pendents, and CPI (M) MLA Muhammad 
Yousuf  Tarigami, for the meeting sched-
uled at Hotel Radisson Collection.

The rift between the NC and Congress 
has been widening over the past two 
weeks, particularly after the NC denied 
Congress a safe seat in the Rajya Sabha 
elections. Instead, the NC offered a riskier 
seat, which Congress declined to contest. 
The NC also proposed the Nagrota Assem-
bly seat to Congress, which was similarly 
rejected—(KNO)

NC Will Win All
Party Meeting is conducted, and today, 

NC and other
independents held a meeting to devise a 

strategy.
“This session is different from others 

as elections for the Rajya Sabha are being 
held, and a strategy was being prepared 
to secure victory in all the seats,” he said, 
terming today’s meeting as significant.

“I am thankful to Tarigami and other 
independents for attending the meeting. 
With the enthusiasm that can be seen 
among the NC MLAs and other indepen-
dents, I am hopeful that NC will secure all 
four Rajya Sabha seats,” he said.

Furthermore, the Chief  Minister, while 
replying to a query about Congress’s non-
participation in the meeting, said that they 
did not join as they had their own meeting. 
“Congress has always maintained that they 
will not allow the BJP to emerge victori-
ous. Congress has its own system. There is 
a difference between their party and ours. 
They have to wait for the party high com-
mand’s decision, whereas we take deci-
sions here,” he said.

“The Congress high command cannot 
be in favour of  the BJP,” he said, referring 
to Congress’s participation in the Rajya 
Sabha elections. He added that although, at 
the local level, Congress was ready to con-
test the bypolls, the high command decided 
to leave the seat for NC, and therefore, the 
candidate was announced.

Regarding PDP’s support, the Chief  
Minister said, “Our leader, Shami Oberoi, 
met PDP Chief  Mehbooba Mufti today and 
requested, on behalf  of  the party, to sup-
port the NC candidate in the Rajya Sabha 
elections. Earlier, Dr. Farooq Abdullah also 
spoke with her. Although no decision has 
been made public by the party yet, they 
have promised us that a decision will be 
taken after internal discussions,” he said.

On the LoP’s statement, the Chief  Min-
ister said that he must clarify who made 
the offer to form a government with the 
BJP. “We have not made any such offer. 
We don’t hide anything. The LoP must 
stop issuing these baseless statements,” 
he added—(KNO)

No Talks With
by NC president Dr. Farooq Abdullah. 

“Unless there is a clear signal from our 
central leadership in Delhi, we will not 
attend any meeting called by the National 
Conference,” Karra said.

Earlier in the day, the Congress Legisla-
tive Party met in Srinagar to discuss politi-
cal, administrative, and economic issues 
ahead of  the autumn session of  the J&K 
Assembly scheduled to begin on Thursday. 
Karra said the meeting remained incom-
plete and would continue on Thursday.

“The members of  the Legislative Party 
expressed their views and opinions, which 
have been formally sent to our central 
leadership in Delhi for guidance,” he said, 
adding that the party would take its next 
step only after consulting the high com-
mand.

Karra said that the Congress, being a 
national party, must act in accordance 
with the directions of  its central leader-
ship. “The suggestions and sentiments 
expressed by our legislators have been 
shared with the high command. We will 
move forward only after their guidance,” 
he said.

The JKPCC chief  added that recent 
political developments in the Union Terri-
tory had prompted the party to review its 
position carefully. “Some important events 
over the past week have compelled us to 
consult the central leadership once again 
before taking part in any alliance discus-
sions,” he added.

Karra also said the Congress Legisla-
tive Party was united in its commitment to 
uphold democratic values and to effective-
ly represent the people’s concerns in the 
Assembly. “Our confidence in the process 
remains strong, and we are determined to 
use the Assembly platform responsibly and 
with respect,” he said.

Meanwhile, NC leaders Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah and Omar Abdullah had reached 
the Radisson Hotel in Rajbagh to preside 
over the meeting of  alliance legislators 
aimed at chalking out a joint strategy for 
the upcoming Rajya Sabha elections and 
the Assembly session. However, Congress’s 
absence highlighted growing uncertainty 
within the alliance over seat-sharing and 
legislative coordination.

The Congress meeting will resume on 
Thursday after the leadership in Delhi 
provides further instructions, Karra said.
(KNS)

Chris Gayle Set To
The “Gayle fever” had gripped the valley, 

with chants of  “Gayaloo, Gayloo” echoing 
through the stands as he took the field for 
the first time in Srinagar.

During that time, nearly 30,000 fans 
turned out for the matches, making it one 
of  the biggest sporting spectacles in recent 
years. The overwhelming response high-
lighted Kashmir’s growing enthusiasm for 
professional cricket.

Meanwhile, with the IHPL set to bring 
more international names and star players 
to the valley, Gayle’s video has reignited 
the excitement among local fans who still 
remember the electrifying atmosphere 
from his last appearance—(KNO)

Ruhullah’s Absence
firmly with the party,” he said.
Expressing optimism about his chances, 

Aga Mahmood acknowledged that the elec-
toral battle in Budgam remains challeng-
ing. “I am hopeful of  victory, though every 
election is a tough process that tests one’s 
resolve,” he said.

Responding to a query about protests 
staged against the Deputy Chief  Minister 
by some locals, Aga Mahmood downplayed 
the incident. “Only a few well-wishers 
from Magam and Nowgam had expressed 
their grievances. Such small protests are 
natural during election time,” he stated.

He reiterated that the credibility and 
performance of  the National Conference 
would ultimately determine the outcome 
of  the Budgam by-election. “Our strength 
lies in the party’s history, its leadership, 
and the trust of  the people,” he added.

Ladakh Leaders, MHA
the past six years has been the restora-

tion of  democracy in Ladakh, with state-
hood being the best solution.

He added that the issue could not be 
resolved in one or two meetings as it 
required a process, which was already 
underway.

"The discussions also covered the 
implementation of  a reservation policy in 

Ladakh, the release of  those detained in 
connection with the September 24 incident, 
including Sonam Wangchuk, and compen-
sation for those who were killed or injured 
in the incident," Kargili said.

Member of  Parliament (MP) Hanifa Jaan 
said the meeting between Ladakh’s leader-
ship and senior officials of  the Union Home 
Ministry reflected a serious and sincere 
approach towards resolving the region’s 
long-pending issues.

"The discussions focused on demands 
related to statehood, inclusion under the 
Sixth Schedule, and constitutional safe-
guards, with all key points presented 
strongly before the Ministry," he said.

Jan noted that while a final decision 
could not be reached in a single sitting, 
the meeting marked an important step for-
ward. He expressed hope that the ongoing 
process would lead to meaningful progress 
on the issues facing Ladakh.

The meeting follows an announcement 
by the MHA on October 17 that a judicial 
inquiry would be held into the September 
24 violence in Leh. That incident, which 
broke out during a protest called by LAB, 
resulted in four deaths and several inju-
ries. It also led to dozens being taken into 
custody, including Wangchuk—(KNO)

NEP 2020 Made
other schemes of  PM Modi, in 2014, there 

used to be nearly 400 start-ups, but now 
it is 1 lakh 75000. Nearly 50,000 to 60,000 
start-ups are women-led. Women are lead-
ing projects in space, Aditya, Chandray-
aan-3. In the Mudra scheme, no gratuity or 
mortgage is required. Fifty four and half  
crore loan has been distributed in Mudra 
scheme, and 68 percent loans in that have 
been given to women.”

Dr Singh said, “There is an aspirational 
surge in the youth, especially the women. 
On the occasion of  Diwali, what better 
gift could there be for meritorious girl 
students. We have given this present to 
the topper girl students today. May they 
achieve their goals, and may we become a 
small means to that.”

He stated that this is the same govern-
ment that has extended maternity leave 
to six months and introduced mid-career 
schemes for women—(KNO)

Foundation For ‘Op
earlier this month the Army Chief  had 

issued a fierce warning to Pakistan. “If  the 
neighbouring country continues to sup-
port terrorism it will lose its geographical 
presence. If  Pakistan wants to retain its 
place on the map, it must stop state-spon-
sored terrorism,” the Army Chief  had said 
speaking at an Army post in Rajasthan's 
Anupgarh.

He had maintained that the Indian forces 
won't show any restraint this time, hinting 
that a second version of  'Operation Sin-
door' wouldn't be far away if  Islamabad 
refuses to med its ways.

"This time we will not maintain the 
restraint that we had in Operation Sin-
door 1.0. This time we will do something 
that will make Pakistan think whether it 
wants to retain its place in geography or 
not,” General Dwivedi had said

He had also asked the soldiers to stay 
prepared. "If  God wills, you'll get an oppor-
tunity soon. All the best."

It may be recalled that ‘Operation Sin-
door’ the mega military operation was 
undertaken by India to give a fitting reply 
in the aftermath of  the Pahalgam terror 
attack. Nine terror camps were hit in Paki-
stan and PoK (Pakistan-occupied Kashmir) 
by Indian forces using long-range preci-
sion weapons on May 7, 2025.

The attack on terror camps led to skir-
mishes between the two countries for four 
days. A ceasefire followed on May 10 after 
the Pakistani commanders pleaded with 
their Indian counterparts to stop the offen-
sive—(KNO)

Jaish Starts Online
course' and making them fill an online 

information form.
In order or raise funds, Masood Azhar, 

in his address at Markaz Usman O Ali in 
Bahawalpur on September 27, had appealed 
for funds.

They are also collecting a donation of  500 
PKR from every woman enrolling in this 
JeM course, and is also making them fill 
out an online information form.

Earlier this month, on October 8, Masood 
Azhar announced the formation of  Jamat 

ul-Muminat. A follow-up event, Dukhta-
ran-e-Islam, was held in Rawalkot in Pak-
istan-Occupied-Kashmir, on October 19 to 
attract women into the group.

According to reports,  JeM is now exploit-
ing online platforms to recruit women into 
terror brigades modelled after ISIS, Hamas, 
and LTTE, potentially including suicide 
or fedayeen operations. (With inputs from 
Agencies)

Asia’s Famed Wular
deteriorated over the years. “The gar-

bage has spread everywhere, and while the 
authorities are responsible, people’s care-
less behaviour is also to blame,” he added.

He also noted that the location’s proxim-
ity to the Bandipora-Sopore road worsens 
the problem.

Adding to the environmental degrada-
tion, locals said that dead animals are fre-
quently dumped here, further contaminat-
ing the area.

Saleem Dar, another resident, expressed 
concern over the government’s inaction 
despite multiple complaints. “The admin-
istration is spending large sums of  money 
trying to clean the lake, but people keep 
polluting it,” he said.

He warned that toxic substances from 
the waste could dissolve into the water, 
posing a severe threat to the lake’s eco-
system. Dar urged that proper scientific 
methods be adopted to manage and treat 
the waste effectively.

Locals also blamed the general public 
for contributing to the pollution. “If  the 
people who live here don’t protect Wullar 
Lake, who else will?” questioned a group 
of  residents.

They called on the administration to 
impose strict penalties on those responsi-
ble for dumping waste, stressing that such 
action is crucial to prevent further damage 
to the lake.

Residents said the Rural Development 
Department (RDD) has been involved in 
cleanup efforts for several weeks, but 
without public cooperation and stricter 
enforcement, these efforts are unlikely to 
bring lasting relief.

An official said that he will look into the 
matter—(KNO)

Industry Bodies Welcome CDSCO’s Draft Guidance On Medical Device Software
IANS

NEW DELHI: Industry 
bodies on Wednesday wel-
comed the draft guidance 
on medical device software 
issued by the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisa-
tion (CDSCO).

Medical device software 
is software that is either 
integrated into a hardware 
medical device (Software in 
a Medical Device or SiMD) 
or operates independently 
as a standalone application 
for medical purposes (Soft-
ware as a Medical Device or 

SaMD).
The CDSCO, in an official 

notice on Tuesday, shared 
the draft of  the guidance 
document to bring more 
clarity on regulatory 
aspects of  medical device 
software and to align the 
requirements with best 
global practices.

“This guidance document 
provides scope, definition, 
classification, standards, 
requirements of  technical 
documents, and Quality 
Management system appli-
cable for Medical Device 
Software. The applicants 

may refer to the documents 
during submission of  appli-
cation for grant of  licence 
to manufacture or import 
Medical Device Software 
for sale and distribution in 
the country,” Rajeev Singh 
Raghuvanshi, the Drug 
Controller General of  India 
(DCGI), the head of  CDSCO, 
in the notice.

Medical device software 
is used for diagnostics, 
treatment, and patient mon-
itoring, and is subject to 
strict regulatory standards 
to ensure patient safety and 
effectiveness.

“We welcome the updated 
revised Government’s draft 
guidance note on Software 
as a Medical Device (SaMD) 
as a timely and progressive 
step towards strengthen-
ing India’s regulatory 
ecosystem. With digital 
health solutions playing an 
increasingly critical role in 
patient care, it is essential 
that our regulatory frame-
work ensures both patient 
safety and innovation,” 
Rajiv Nath, Forum Coordi-
nator, Association of  Indian 
Medical Device Industry 
(AiMeD)

Nath also proposed host-
ing a webinar to educate 
stakeholders and invite 
feedback, to align India’s 
framework with the Inter-
national Medical Device 
Regulators Forum (IMDRF) 
and other global best prac-
tices.

“This will ensure patient 
safety while enabling 
Indian innovations to thrive 
internationally," he added.

The Medical Technology 
Association of  India (MTaI) 
also welcomed the draft 
guidance document and 
commended CDSCO for its 

proactive step in framing a 
comprehensive regulatory 
framework for SiMD and 
SaMD, including artificial 
intelligence (AI), machine 
learning (ML), and cloud-
based medical applications.

“This draft guidance 
reflects CDSCO’s commit-
ment to keeping pace with 
the fast-evolving landscape 
of  digital health technolo-
gies. By providing clarity on 
definitions, classification, 
and quality management 
requirements, it creates a 
foundation for safe, inno-
vative, and globally com-

petitive MedTech software 
solutions from India,” said 
Pavan Choudary, Chair-
man, MTaI.

MTaI also suggested 
streamlining compliance 
requirements for low-risk 
SaMDs to ensure regulato-
ry proportionality and ease 
of  implementation; align-
ing technical and quality 
standards with global best 
practices; and providing 
greater clarity on clinical 
evaluation protocols and 
algorithm change manage-
ment, particularly for AI/
ML-based medical devices.
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President Murmu offers 
prayers at Sabarimala temple

IANS 

PAMBA: President Drou-
padi Murmu, on her first 
visit to the famed Sabari-
mala temple in Kerala, 
prayed before the deity on 
Wednesday after arriving 
by road at the foothills of 
the temple town in Pamba 
and then driving up the hill.

After reaching Pamba, 
she took part in the ritu-
als associated with pre-
paring the sacred offering 
bundle (irumudikettu) at 
the Pamba Ganapathi 
Temple.

A while later, she, 
dressed in a black saree 
with a gold border, car-
ried the irumudikettu on 
her head.

She then got into the 
special Gurkha jeep, 
bypassing the regular 
procedure when pilgrims 
walk up the hill, which 
normally takes an hour.

Her convoy consisted 
of five other vehicles, 
which went up the hill on 
the Swami Ayyappan con-
crete road and reached 
the summit.

The President was 
received at the Kodima-
ram Chuvadu (flag post 
area) by the chief priest, 

Tantri Kantar Mahesh 
Mohanar, who welcomed 
her with a poornakumb-
ham ritual.

Then,  President 
Murmu climbed the 
sacred 18 steps carry-
ing the irumudikettu. 
Midway, she stopped for 
a few seconds on one of 
the steps.

She was seen immersed 
in prayers, standing 
before the deity with one 
hand on the irumudikettu 
on her head and the other 
on her chest.

Then the chief priest 
asked her to keep the 
bundle offering on the 
steps to the sanctum 
sanctorum. Those who 

accompanied her also 
did the same with their 
offerings. The chief priest 
prayed inside the temple, 
came out and gave her the 
sacred 'prasadam'. Then 
she applied the sacred 
sandalwood paste on her 
forehead.

The President stood 
before the deity, prayed 
for a while and then 
walked around the 
temple. After the darshan, 
she reached the guest 
house at Sannidhanam 
to rest. She will return to 
Thiruvananthapuram by 
evening.

President Murmu thus 
became the second presi-
dent to have prayed at the 

temple, after V.V. Giri 
visited the temple five 
decades ago.

Earlier in the day, 
President Murmu’s travel 
plans got changed follow-
ing inclement weather, 
and after taking a helicop-
ter from the state capital 
city, she landed at a stadi-
um in Pramadom, Konni.

The earlier planned 
destination was that the 
helicopter would land at 
Nilackal, but following 
the inclement weather, it 
landed at Pramadom.

Also, contrary to the 
earlier plans, Kerala 
Governor Rajendra V. 
Arlekar was not on the 
helicopter; instead, it was 
State Devasom Minister 
V.N. Vasavan who was 
accompanying President 
Murmu.

At Pramadom, she was 
received by the local MP, 
Anto Antony, the legisla-
tors and high-ranking offi-
cials. From Pramadom, 
her cavalcade moved to 
Pamba.

Incidentally,  the 
temple will be closed for 
all other pilgrims during 
the President's visit and 
will be opened after she 
departs from Sabarimala.

IAF chopper carrying Prez Murmu gets stuck in 
wet helipad in Kerala; police deny 'security lapse'

IANS 

PATHANAMTHITTA 
(KERALA): An alleged 
security lapse surfaced 
on Wednesday after an 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
helicopter carrying Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu to 
Sabarimala got its wheels 
stuck in wet concrete at 
a swiftly built temporary 
helipad inside an indoor 
stadium complex near 
here, prompting officials 
to push the chopper out.

The incident in Pra-
madam, Pathanamthitta, 
occurred shortly after the 
President alighted, even 
as the state's top police 
official denied any com-
promise to the security 
protocol.

According to reports, 
the helicopter landed at 
the temporary helipad 
constructed inside the 
indoor stadium complex 
at Pramadam, where the 
concrete surface had not 
completely dried.

The wheels reportedly 
sank into the wet con-
crete soon after President 
Murmu alighted from the 
aircraft.

Kerala Director General 
of Police (DGP) Ravada A. 

Chandrasekhar clarified 
there was no security lapse 
and stated that the helicop-
ter landed approximately 
five feet from the desig-
nated landing spot, which 
was still wet, according to 
a local media report.

“The helicopter landed 
at the wet place, about 5 
feet from the previously 
decided landing place in 
the temporary helipad. So 
it could not proceed further 
as the wheels were stuck 
in the concrete. It was then 
pushed to the safe area for 
take-off,” the report said, 
quoting the DGP.

Pathanamthitta Dis-
trict Collector Prem 
Krishnan S. also stated 

that there was no breach 
in security.

A video footage, which 
brought the matter to 
public attention, showed 
about 30 police personnel 
deployed for the Presi-
dent's security pushing 
the helicopter out of the 
wet portion of the helipad, 
raising questions about 
possible lapses in protocol.

The President proceed-
ed with her scheduled 
visit to the hill shrine fol-
lowing the incident.

Reports suggest the 
temporary concrete 
helipad was built just 12 
hours before the sched-
uled landing. State intel-
ligence agencies had 

reportedly flagged con-
cerns that the wheels 
could get stuck due to the 
wet surface and had sug-
gested landing at about 
five feet from the wet 
surface, but the chopper 
landed on the wet con-
crete, said the reports.

As per official sources, 
two landing venues had 
been prepared for the 
President’s visit -- one at 
Nilakkal near Sabarima-
la and another at the Pra-
madam indoor stadium. 
The helicopter could not 
land at Nilakkal due to 
poor weather and fog, and 
was diverted to Prama-
dam, about 50 km away.

Media reports also 
indicated confusion 
regarding the President’s 
itinerary. Initially, she 
was expected to travel 
by road from Thiruvana-
nthapuram to Pampa, a 
distance of about 170 km, 
but the plan was changed 
early Wednesday morn-
ing to the aerial route.

Authorities are expect-
ed to review the incident, 
and action may be taken 
against officials found 
responsible for the poor 
preparation of the heli-
pad, said the reports.

FM Sitharaman highlights 
surge in Diwali sales to all-
time high of Rs 6.05 lakh crore

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman on Wednesday 
highlighted the surge in 
Diwali sales this year 
which touched a record Rs 
6.05 lakh crore, driven by 
GST rate cuts and strong 
demand for ‘swadeshi’ 
products.

The Finance Minister 
cited the statement of the 
Confederation of All India 
Traders (CAIT) which esti-
mated this year’s Diwali 
sales comprising Rs 5.4 
lakh crore in goods and Rs 
65,000 crore in services.

This marks a 25 per cent 
jump over the 2024 festive 
sales of Rs 4.25 lakh crore 
from the Navratri to Diwali 
period and is the highest-
ever sales in India’s trad-
ing history, according 
to Research and Trade 
Development Society, the 
research wing of CAIT.

Mainline retail account-
ed for nearly 85 per cent 
of total sales, indicating 
a strong revival of the 
brick-and-mortar market, 
the survey showed.

The reduction in GST 
rates across key consum-
er and retail categories 
such as confectionery, 
home decor, footwear, and 
ready-made garments, con-
sumer durables and daily 
use items significantly 
improved price competi-
tiveness and increased 
purchase momentum.

About 72 per cent of 
surveyed traders report-
ed higher sales volumes 
directly attributable to 
reduced GST, according 
to the survey.

Consumers expressed 
greater satisfaction with 
stable prices amid festive 
demand, aiding consump-
tion continuity post-Diwali.

The non-corporate and 
non-agricultural sector has 
emerged as a central pillar 
of India's growth, driven by 
9 crore small businesses, 
crores of small manufac-
turing units and the largest 
base of consumers.

"The Diwali trade surge 
is estimated to have gen-
erated temporary employ-
ment for nearly 50 lakh 
people across logistics, 
transport, retail assis-
tance, packaging, and 
delivery," the data showed.

Enhanced rural and 
semi-urban purchasing 
power contributed nearly 
28 per cent of overall sales, 
highlighting deep eco-
nomic penetration beyond 
metros.

"Diwali 2025 has set a 
new benchmark in India's 
retail and trading economy 
- symbolising the fusion of 
tradition, technology, and 
trust in Indian enterprise," 
said CAIT, adding that this 
year's Diwali stands as a 
major milestone in build-
ing an 'Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat' under the vision-
ary leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

‘Bihar is land of Buddha’: 
BJP blasts INDIA Bloc on 
govt jobs poll promise

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The BJP 
launched a blistering 
attack at the INDIA Bloc 
(RJD-Cong-Left alliance) 
on Wednesday, over its 
“impractical” and “unre-
alistic” poll promises and 
sops in the run-up to the 
Bihar elections and also 
termed its “parivaarvad” 
culture as a hindrance to 
the state’s progress.

BJP national spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi, in 
a press briefing, taunted 
the grand alliance over its 
failure to strike a poll deal 
and reach a consensus on 
its Chief Ministerial face.

“Those who raised false 
alarm over vote chori in 
Bihar electoral rolls are 
unable to finalise their 
seat-sharing formula. 
They haven’t been able 
to reach a consensus on 
– nominating candidates, 
finalising their CM face, 
holding joint press confer-
ences, releasing a common 
poll manifesto,” the BJP 
spokesperson pointed out.

Trivedi also took pot-
shots at Tejashwi Yadav’s 
over-the-top poll prom-
ises for the people of the 
state, including govern-
ment jobs to every family 
and explained the state’s 
financial condition to call 
out his bluff.

“Tejashwi Yadav’s 
poll promises amount to 
making a mockery of the 
electoral process. He prom-
ised 1 government job to 
every family. Bihar’s cur-
rent population is a little 
above 13 crore, and about 
23 lakh people are govern-
ment employees. Going 
by his measure, about 3 
crore permanent govern-
ment jobs will need to be 
created, and this would 
entail an expense of about 
Rs 10 lakh crore,” he told 
the press.

“Bihar’s budget is just 
Rs 3.17 lakh crore, how 
can one expect to get this 
fulfilled?” he asked, while 
warning the mahagath-
bandhan of not taking 
people for granted.

“This is a land of Lord 
Buddha, don’t try to fool 
the people of Bihar. This 
is my appeal to Tejashwi 
and the INDI bloc,” said 
the BJP leader.

Highlighting the eman-
cipation of women under 
the NDA dispensation, 
Trivedi said when the 
Nitish government was 
formed, the women's liter-
acy rate in the state stood 
barely at 33 per cent, and 
this has now risen to 77 per 
cent.”

He further said, 
“Lakhpati Didi, Drone 
Didi, Sukanya Samridhi 
scheme are empowering 
women for a decade now. A 
methodical, consistent and 
pragmatic approach under 

the double-engine govern-
ment is yielding results 
for people of all categories; 
however, the Opposition 
is trying to damage these 
achievements by making 
false and highly inflated 
promises.”

When questioned on the 
new entrant, Jan Suraaj, 
in the electoral battle, he 
said that the time was not 
right for supporting any 
experimental politics and 
also cited the example of 
Delhi, where people got 
‘befooled and betrayed’ 
by a party which emerged 
from the womb of the anti-
corruption movement.

“Any new experimental 
politics can be detrimen-
tal. Bihar voters do under-
stand this. Only a tried and 
tested leadership under 
Nitish Kumar can ensure 
that Bihar’s developmen-
tal journey continues,” he 
remarked.

Sudhanshu Trivedi also 
lashed out at RJD over 
'promoting its family' at 
the cost of the electorate 
and also falsely 'position-
ing' itself as the champion 
of backward caste and 
classes.

“Parivaarvad runs 
deep into the RJD ranks. 
Lalu is the RJD president, 
Tejashwi is the leader of 
the Opposition, while 
Rabri Devi is the leader of 
the Opposition in the Leg-
islative Council. This itself 
shows how much they care 
for the backward commu-
nity,” he pointed out.

He also invoked Lalu’s 
old poll slogan – “Don’t 
cast your vote, vote your 
caste,” questioning the 
party’s tall claims of clean 
and progressive politics.

“Any sensible person 
can understand that they 
are hurling crude jokes at 
the electorate,” he added.

Accusing the RJD of 
shielding crime as well 
as criminals, he said that 
when Lalu Prasad Yadav 
came to power in the 
1990s, it was on the back 
of an anti-graft crusade, 
but today the same yard-
stick has gone against 
him, making him ineligi-
ble to contest in the cur-
rent elections.

Over 6.06 lakh citizens 
imparted training on lifesaving 
CPR technique: Govt

IANS 

NEW DELHI: A total of 
6,06,374 citizens have been 
imparted with training 
on the lifesaving Cardio-
pulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) technique during the 
pan-India CPR Awareness 
Week, said the government 
on Wednesday.

Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation (CPR) is a lifesaving 
and vital emergency pro-
cedure that improves the 
survival chances in critical 
cardiac cases.

The CPR Awareness 
Week was organised by 
the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare from Octo-
ber 13 to 17 to sensitise citi-
zens about the importance 
of early bystander inter-
vention during cardiac 
arrest and other medical 
emergencies.

“Overall, through mul-
tifaceted activities, over 
7,47,000 citizens were 
engaged during the CPR 
Awareness Week, and phys-
ical training was imparted 
to more than 6,06,374 partici-
pants across the country,” 
the Ministry said.

Despite CPR’s proven 
life-saving potential, 
India’s bystander CPR 
rates remain lower than 
global standards. Through 
this week-long initiative, 
the Ministry sought to 
bridge this gap by promot-
ing widespread CPR train-
ing, awareness, and behav-
ioural readiness across 
diverse population groups.

A series of activities was 
organised throughout the 

week to ensure widespread 
participation and awareness 
generation.

“A total of 14,701 partici-
pants joined the inaugural 
live pledge and CPR demon-
stration event through the 
ECHO platform and You-
Tube Live. Citizens were 
also encouraged to take a 
digital pledge through the 
MyGov platform, with 79,870 
individuals pledging their 
commitment to CPR aware-
ness,” the Ministry said.

“Extensive physical 
training sessions on Com-
pression-only CPR were 
organised across India by 
State and UT health depart-
ments, central government 
hospitals, AIIMS, INIs, the 
Indian Red Cross Society, 
and professional bodies.”

Various CPR training ses-
sions were also held for cen-
tral government employees, 
CISF personnel, housekeep-
ing staff, and officials from 
various Ministries.

CPR involves a combina-
tion of chest compressions 
at a speed of 100 compres-
sions per minute, and rescue 
breathing (mouth-to-mouth) 
to maintain blood flow and 
oxygen to the brain and vital 
organs until professional 
medical help arrives.

“The simple act of per-
forming hands-only CPR 
can sustain blood flow and 
oxygen to vital organs until 
professional help arrives, 
increasing survival chanc-
es manifold,” said Union 
Health Secretary Punya 
Salila Srivastava, while 
inaugurating CPR Aware-
ness Week.

Cyberattack on Jaguar Land Rover costs UK economy 
$2.55 billion, disrupts over 5,000 businesses

IANS 

NEW DELHI: A major 
cyberattack on Jaguar 
Land Rover, the British 
car manufacturer owned 
by India’s Tata Motors, 
has cost the UK economy 
an estimated $2.55 billion 
(£1.9 billion), according 
to a report released on 
Wednesday by the Cyber 
Monitoring Centre (CMC).

The attack forced a six-
week shutdown of JLR’s 
production, impacting 
thousands of suppliers and 
dealerships nationwide, 
marking it as the most 
expensive cyber event ever 
recorded in the UK.

More than 5,000 compa-
nies across the UK were 
affected by the incident, 
the report said.

The CMC is an inde-
pendent group made up of 
experts in cybersecurity, 
including a former head of 
Britain’s National Cyber 
Security Centre.

They said the financial 
damage could have been 
even worse if JLR had 
faced longer delays in 
restarting production after 
the hack.

The report described 
this attack as the most 
costly cyber event ever 
to hit the UK. Most of the 

losses came from JLR 
having to stop making 
cars, which also affected 
its many suppliers.

JLR has three factories 
in Britain that together 
produce about 1,000 cars 
every day. Due to the hack, 
production was shut down 
for almost six weeks.

JLR finally began to 
start production again ear-
lier this month. Before the 
shutdown, the company 
was losing about 50 million 
pounds every week.

To help JLR and its sup-
pliers during this difficult 
time, the British govern-
ment provided a loan guar-
antee of 1.5 billion pounds 
at the end of September.

This cyberattack on 
JLR was one of several big 
hacks that hit important 

British companies this 
year.

For example, the retail-
er Marks & Spencer lost 
around 300 million pounds 
when its online services 
were shut down for two 
months after a breach in 
April.

The CMC has a system 
to rate the financial impact 
of such cybersecurity 
incidents on British busi-
nesses.

They ranked the JLR 
hack as a Category 3 sys-
temic event, which is on a 
scale of one to five.

The report said the 
attack caused a major dis-
ruption not only to JLR’s 
manufacturing but also 
to its supply chain and to 
car dealerships across the 
country.

India and Japan underscore shared resolve 
to uphold maritime order in Indo-Pacific

IANS 

TOKYO: In a significant 
demonstration of grow-
ing maritime cooperation 
between India and Japan, 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) 
Sahyadri, an indigenously 
built Shivalik-class guided 
missile stealth frigate, par-
ticipated in the sea phase of 
the Japan-India Maritime 
Exercise (JAIMEX-25).

The crucial maritime 
exercise conducted between 
October 16-18, was followed 
by a port call at Yokosuka 
for the Harbour Phase on 
October 21.

During the Sea Phase, 
INS Sahyadri operated 
alongside Japan Maritime 
Self-Defence Force (JMSDF) 
ships Asahi, Oumi, and sub-
marine Jinryu, engaging in 
a series of complex mari-
time drills.

The exercise featured 
advanced Anti-Submarine 
Warfare (ASW) maneuvers, 
missile defence simula-
tions, underway replenish-
ment, and flying operations, 
reflecting a high degree of 
coordination and interop-
erability between the two 
navies.

On Tuesday, R Madhu 
Sudan, Charge d' Affaires 
and Rear Admiral Yama-
guchi Nobohisa, JMSDF's 

Chief of Staff, Yokosuka 
District received INS Sahya-
dri in a solemn ceremony at 
Yokosuka.

The joint exercise is a key 
manifestation of the ‘Spe-
cial Strategic and Global 
Partnership’ established 
between India and Japan 
in 2014, aimed at ensuring 
peace, stability, and securi-
ty in the Indo-Pacific region.

Both nations continue 
to emphasise collaborative 
maritime engagements as 
a cornerstone of their stra-
tegic vision for a free, open, 
and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

During the Harbour 
Phase at Yokosuka, crews 
from INS Sahyadri and 
JMSDF units will engage in 
a range of professional and 
cultural exchanges, includ-
ing cross-deck visits, joint 
operational planning, and 
a combined Yoga session to 
strengthen camaraderie.

The visit is part of INS 
Sahyadri’s ongoing Long 
Range Deployment across 
the Indo-Pacific, highlight-
ing India’s active naval 
outreach and operational 
readiness.

Commissioned in 2012, 
INS Sahyadri embodies 
India’s indigenous defence 
capabilities under the 
vision of ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat’ (Self-Reliant India).

The multi-role stealth 
frigate has participated in 
numerous international 
maritime operations and 
exercises, reinforcing India’s 
commitment to regional 
security cooperation.

The continued synergy 
between the Indian Navy 
and JMSDF underscores 
a shared resolve to uphold 
maritime order, freedom 
of navigation, and stability 
across critical sea lanes in 
the Indo-Pacific.
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CINEMA 
SRINAGAR 

BOOK TICKETS NOW 
www.bookmyshow.com, www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

Movies schedule
Thursday, 23  Octoberrd

THAMMA (UA16+)
HINDI - 10:45 AM, 12:10 PM, 01:50 PM, 

05:40 PM

EK DEEWANE KI DEEWANIYAT (A)
HINDI - 11:30 AM, 02:35 PM, 03:30 PM,

05:00 PM, 06:30 PM
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IHP League commencing 
from October 25th: Div Com 
reviews arrangements

J&K Gears Up for National 

Youth Festival 2026
Directorate of YSS to Lead UT-Wide Mobilisation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The first edi-
tion of  T20 Indian Heaven 
Premier League shall com-
mence from 25th October 
at Bakhshi Stadium featur-
ing International, Nation-
al and local players. The 
high octane league will see 
the participation of  eight 
teams for a fortnight while 
the stadium is expected 
to remain brimmed with 
the crowd coming from all 
across the J&K.

To ensure the smooth 
conduct of  the mega sports 
event, Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir Anshul Garg 
today chaired a comprehen-
sive meeting of  officers from 
various departments to take 
first hand appraisal of  the 
preparations to set the stage 
ready for IHPL.

While reviewing the 
arrangements for the itin-
erary of  the players, Div 
Com directed organisers 
to keep security agencies 
informed about the arrival, 
accommodation and move-
ment of  all players.

The meeting was 
informed that around 25 
thousand to 30 thousand 
spectators are expected to 
watch the matches directly 

in the stadium.
On the occasion, Div 

Com directed organis-
ers to confine booking of  
maximum tickets through 
online mechanism only to 
facilitate smooth crowd 
management.

He also directed police 
and security officers to 
deploy adequate personnel 
to assist crowd control in 
an organized manner.

Div Com also instructed 
organisers to strictly adhere 
to the timelines for entry of  
spectators and conclusion 
of  daily matches while DC 
Srinagar was directed to 
depute magistrates to facili-
tate coordination among 
stakeholders.

Regarding drone cover-
age, Div Com instructed 
concerned agencies to 

approach to the district 
administration for proper 
permission.

Meanwhile, Div Com 
directed concerned officers 
of  Jal Shakti and PDD for 
ensuring uninterrupted 
supply of  drinking water 
& electricity at the venue.

Garg urged SMC, Sports 
Council and event organiz-
ers to conduct continuous 
cleanliness and sanita-
tion drive to avoid litering 
around the venue.

He instructed IHPL 
Organisers to strictly men-
tion food items that shall 
be allowed into the stadium 
for match viewers.

To take care of  any 
medical exigency, Div Com 
directed Health Depart-
ment to deploy ambu-
lances fully equipped with 

features and medicine 
besides asked officer to pre-
pare a roster for medical & 
paramedical staff  for the 
deployment at the venue.

He also instructed for 
identification of  parking 
places to avoid inconve-
nience to the public and 
ensure proper traffic man-
agement.

He also directed for sta-
tioning of  fire tenders near 
the stadium to combat any 
eventuality of  fire incident.

Besides DC Srinagar, 
the meeting was attended 
by officers from various 
departments including 
Sports Council, SMC, Infor-
mation, Jal Shakti, PDD, 
Traffic, Police, Airport 
Authority, Tourism, Health, 
Fire Services and other con-
cerned departments.

AZHAR HAJINI

JAMMU: The Directorate 
of  Youth Services & Sports 
(YSS), J&K, has been desig-
nated as the nodal agency 
for registering participants 
from the UT for the presti-
gious National Youth Fes-
tival (NYT)- Viksit Bharat 
Young Leaders Dialogue 
2026.

The festival will fea-
ture competitive tracks in 
Cultural and Innovation, 
encompassing a wide array 
of  events including Paint-
ing, Folk Song, Story Writ-
ing, Folk Dance, Poetry 
Writing, Innovation, and 
Declamation. This initia-
tive aims to identify, cel-
ebrate, and empower the 
young talent of  the nation, 
providing them with a 
national platform to show-
case their abilities.

The selection process 
in Jammu & Kashmir will 

be a rigorous two-tiered 
system, commencing with 
district-level competitions, 
followed by a UT-level 
selection round, both to be 
conducted by the Director-
ate of  YSS J&K.

To ensure the seamless 
and widespread participa-
tion of  youth across all 20 
districts, the Director Gen-
eral of  the Department of  
Youth Services & Sports, 
J&K, Anuradha Gupta, 
chaired a comprehensive 
virtual meeting with all 
District Youth Services & 
Sports Officers (DYSSOs) 
from her office chamber in 
Jammu.

The meeting was also 
attended by JD YSS 
Jammu, Deputy Director 
Activities, Accounts Offi-
cer, Assistant Director 
Kashmir, and other sec-
tional heads of  the Direc-
torate, underscoring the 
Department's collective 

commitment to the event's 
success.

Addressing the officers, 
DG YSS, Anuradha Gupta, 
emphasized the critical role 
of  the DYSSOs in ensur-
ing wide publicity for the 
registration process. She 
stressed the importance of  
reaching every corner of  
the UT to maximize regis-
trations and participation.

“We must act as facili-
tators to empower our 
youth,” stated DG YSS. 
“Our primary objective is 
to ensure that the maxi-
mum number of  talented 
participants from Jammu 
& Kashmir get the oppor-
tunity to be a part of  this 
grand national event. All 
DYSSOs are directed to 
proactively create and 
manage the registra-
tion events on the desig-
nated My Bharat portal 
(https://mybharat.gov.in) 
to streamline the process 

for our young aspirants.”
The Directorate of  YSS 

J&K has called upon all 
eligible and enthusiastic 
youth across the Union 
Territory to actively pre-
pare for the competitions 
and stay updated for fur-
ther announcements 
regarding district-level 
registration dates and 
procedures.

The Directorate of  
Youth Services & Sports, 
Jammu & Kashmir, is the 
apex body responsible for 
promoting and coordinat-
ing youth-centric activities 
and sports development 
across the Union Terri-
tory under the aegis of  
Ministry of  Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Government of  
India. It aims to channelize 
the energy of  the youth in a 
positive direction and pro-
vide them with platforms 
for national and interna-
tional exposure.

     CHESS TOURNAMENT

Minha Wani wins 'Best Female 

Player' award at 5th AICF

NAVEED UL HAQ

SRINAGAR: Demonstrat-
ing her consistency on the 
chessboard, Minha Ayaz 
Wani once again brought 
recognition to Kashmir by 
winning the 'Best Female 
Player' award at the 5th 
AICF Chess for Everyone 
Open FIDE Rating Chess 
Tournament 2025. This 
event took place at the 
Indoor Sports Complex, 
Polo Ground, Srinagar.

The national-level tour-
nament, organised by the 
All India Chess Federation 
(AICF) and supported by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Sports Council, featured 
about 200 players from 
across the country, includ-
ing seniors, juniors, men, 
and women. This made the 
competition both tough 
and exciting.

Minha, showed remark-
able composure and skill 

throughout the tourna-
ment, earning 5.5 points 
out of  9 rounds. She won 
three games, drew five—
two of  which were against 
rated opponents—and lost 
only one. Her strong over-

all performance earned her 
a cash prize and a trophy.

The 18-year-old's suc-
cess reflects the increas-
ing presence of  Kashmiri 
talent in the national 
chess scene. Minha’s 
achievements have not 
only raised her profile but 
also inspired many young 
players, especially girls, to 
pursue chess with passion 
and confidence.

Previously, Minha had 
established herself  as 
one of  Kashmir’s most 
successful young chess 
players. She won two gold 
medals at the national 
level, earned three gold 
medals in state champi-
onships, and consistent-
ly secured gold medals 
across inter-district, 
district, and zonal tour-
naments, a record that 
highlights her dedication 
and skill in the sport from 
a young age—(KNO)

Teenager 
dies while 
extracting 
sand in 
Baramulla

AGENCIES

BARAMULLA: A 
17-year-old boy died on 
Wednesday morning 
after being critically 
injured while extract-
ing sand in the Sing-
pora area of  Pattan in 
Baramulla district, offi-
cials said.

An official said that 
the boy had suffered 
severe head injuries late 
last night while extract-
ing sand.

He was rushed to JVC 
hospital, Bemina in crit-
ical condition, where 
doctors declared him 
dead early this morning.

He has been identi-
fied as Amjaad (17) of  
Singpora. Police have 
taken cognisance of  the 
incident—(KNO)

BJP to hold legislature party meeting today: Sunil Sharma
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The J&K unit 
of  Bharatiya Janata Party 
has called a meeting of  its 
legislatures on Thursday 
morning in Srinagar to 
chalk out a strategy for 
the autumn session of  the 
Legislative Assembly.

Leader of  the Opposition 
and firebrand BJP leader 
Sunil Kumar Sharma will 
chair a meeting of  all BJP 
legislators to formulate 
a strategy to corner the 
government on a range of  
issues.

“We are holding a meet-
ing tomorrow at 8:30 AM 

to discuss the issues to be 
raised during the session,” 
Sunil Sharma said while 
speaking to Kashmir News 
Service (KNS).

Sharma had earlier 
stated that the BJP would 
demand accountability 

from the National Confer-
ence-led government for 
what he described as a 
“betrayal of  electoral 
promises.”

“The government has 
failed to deliver on its com-
mitments made during the 

elections, whether it is the 
promise of  200 free units 
of  electricity, 12 LPG cyl-
inders per household, or 
other assurances given to 
the people,” Sharma said.

He further added that 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) would ques-
tion the government on its 
inability to create employ-
ment opportunities for the 
youth. “In the election, the 
government promised to 
create one lakh jobs for the 
youth, but they have done 
nothing. We will ask them 
what they have done for the 
youth in the past year,” he 
said.(KNS)

SWD Organizes Sensitization 
Programme on Various Welfare Schemes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Social Wel-
fare Department (SWD) 
Srinagar Wednesday orga-
nized a Training-cum-Sen-
sitization Programme on 
various Welfare Schemes 
for Women, Senior Citi-
zens, and Persons with Dis-
abilities at the Conference 
Hall, ADR Centre, District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) Srinagar.

The programme was 
held with the Supervi-
sors of  Mission Poshan to 
enhance their understand-
ing and capacity to dissem-
inate information about 
different welfare initiatives 
among local communities.

The programme aimed 
to equip participants with 
detailed knowledge of  
various welfare schemes 
so they can effectively 
inform and assist commu-

nity members in availing 
benefits, improving liveli-
hoods, and accessing their 
rights.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, District Social Welfare 
Officer (DSWO) Srinagar, 
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad, high-
lighted the importance 
of  organizing such pro-
grammes with frontline 
workers of  Mission Poshan. 
He emphasized their pivotal 
role in reaching out to the 
community and ensuring 
the successful implementa-
tion of  welfare schemes at 
the local level.

During the programme, 
District Mission Coor-
dinator, Ruqaya Ashraf, 
delivered a detailed pre-
sentation on various wel-
fare schemes being imple-
mented by the Department 
of  Social Welfare for dif-
ferent sections of  society, 
including Women, Senior 

Citizens, and Persons with 
Disabilities.

Additionally, the Dis-
trict Mission Coordinator 
of  SANKALP – Hub for 
Empowerment of  Women, 
Srinagar, gave a compre-
hensive overview of  wel-
fare and livelihood schemes 
from various departments, 
including Social Welfare, 
Mission Vatsalya, Labour, 
Mission Yuva, Mission 
Youth, JKEDI, J&K Wom-
en’s Development Corpo-
ration, Agriculture, Sheep 
Husbandry, and Animal 
Husbandry.

The significance of  orga-
nizing such Programmes 
is to improve access and 
awareness, to develop 
skills for self-sufficiency, 
to promote entrepreneur-
ship, to handle administra-
tive procedures, to address 
specific needs, to ensure 
quality and outcomes.

Medical Establishments Sealed in 

Zainapura for Regulatory Violations
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a decisive 
move to enforce regulatory 
compliance and safeguard 
public interest, the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM) 
Zainapura, Bilal Ahmed 
Wednesday led a joint oper-
ation in collaboration with 
the Drug Control Authori-
ties Shopian, resulting in 
the closure of  four medical 
establishments, including a 
wholesale dealer.

The enforcement drive 
was undertaken to ensure 

adherence to the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act, 1985 (NDPS Act), 
and the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, with specific focus on the 
maintenance of  NRx Sched-
uled H1 records, implementa-
tion of new GST labelling, and 
compliance with GST rates.

The inspections revealed 
instances of non-compliance, 
including inadequate record-
keeping, absence of  com-
puterized billing, and non-
functional CCTV cameras, 
prompting immediate action.

The SDM and Drug offi-

cer have underscored their 
commitment to upholding 
the highest standards of  
regulatory compliance 
within the healthcare 
sector, emphasizing that 
such enforcement actions 
will continue unabated.

All medical establish-
ments are advised to adhere 
strictly to the prescribed 
rules and regulations 
to avoid similar action, 
ensuring the protection of  
patients' interests and the 
integrity of  the pharmaceu-
tical supply chain.


