
        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication Landed in Elista, Kalmykia, Russia. Looking forward 

to paying my obeisance to holy relics of Lord Buddha & 
interaction with Mr. Batu Sergeyevich Khasikov, Head of 
Republic of Kalmykia, Head of the Buddhists of Kalmykia, 
Shajin Lama of Kalmykia, venerable monks & local devotees.

'We'll Support Fully'

NC Asks Congress 
To Contest 
Nagrota By-Poll

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: T h e 
National Conference 
(NC) has asked the 
Congress to nominate 
a candidate for the 
Nagrota Assembly 
constituency, Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah said on Friday, 
adding that his party 
will back the Congress 
nominee if  the move is 
confirmed.

Omar told reporters 
that while the NC will 
contest the Budgam 
seat, Nagrota has been 
allocated to the Con-
gress as part of  coor-
dination between the 
coalition partners.

He said Congress 
leaders are expected 
to consult their high 
command before final-
izing the candidate. “If  
they field a candidate, 
National Conference 
will provide full sup-
port,” he added. (KNS).

“THE INDIAN ECONOMY IS NOW AMONG THE FASTEST-GROWING IN THE WORLD, inflation 
is under control, and the country’s global standing has strengthened,” he said, adding that the government’s vision is 
to build a self-reliant and secure nation rooted in cultural values.

    Assures Support For Priority Works

CM Omar Reviews Progress 
Of Development Projects

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Continuing 
his extensive tour of  dis-
tricts, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah Friday chaired a 
comprehensive review meet-
ing to assess the developmen-
tal scenario, ongoing projects 
and implementation of  gov-
ernment schemes in District 
Anantnag.

The Chief  Minister took 
detailed stock of  the prog-
ress under District CAPEX 
2025–26, Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes (CSS), and other 
flagship programmes.

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Kumar Choudhary, 
Ministers Sakina Itoo, Javed 
Rana, Javid Dar, and Satish 
Sharma, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, 
District Development Coun-

cil Chairperson Anantnag, 
Members of  the Legislative 
Assembly Peerzada Moham-
mad Sayeed (Anantnag), 
G.A. Mir (Dooru), Altaf  
Ahmad Wani (Pahalgam), 
Abdul Majeed Bhat (Anant-
nag West), Zaffar Ali Khat-
ana (Kokernag), Dr. Bashir 
Ahmad Veeri (Srigufwara–
Bijbehara) and Reyaz A. 
Khan (Shangus–Anantnag 
East).

Additional Chief  Secre-
tary to the Chief  Minister 
Dheeraj Gupta, Deputy 
Commissioner Anantnag 
Fakhruddin, heads of  depart-
ments, district officers, and 
other concerned officials also 
attended the meeting.

At the outset, Deputy 
Commissioner Anantnag 
Fakhruddin gave a detailed 
presentation highlighting the 
status of  P-06

LG Travels To Russia To Repatriate 
Lord Buddha’s Holy Relics

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
arrived in Russia on 
Friday to lead a delega-
tion tasked with bring-
ing back the holy relics 

of  Lord Buddha to India. 
The relics were recently 
displayed at the Geden 
Sheddup Choikorling 
Monastery in Elista, the 
capital of  the Kalmykia 
Republic.

In a post on X P-06

PM Modi Led Govt’s Tough Stand On 
Terror In J&K Unmatched: Amit Shah
‘During Congress Rule, Terrorists Played Khoon Ki Holi Across India’

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Asserting that 
India now responds to terror 
threats with unprecedented 
resolve and strength, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Friday said the PM Modi-led 
government’s action against 
terrorism in J&K is unlike 
anything seen in decades.

Addressing a public rally 
in Taraiya, Bihar, Shah, said, 
“During the Congress rule, ter-
rorists played ‘khoon ki holi’ 
(blood-soaked Holi) across 
India. Under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, we entered 
their homes and wiped them 
out through ‘Operation Sin-
door.’

He said that terrorists 
involved in the Pahalgam 
terror attack were brought 
to justice under ‘Operation 
Mahadev,’ and their handlers 
were also targeted inside Paki-
stan. “The way Modi ji respond-
ed to terrorism in Jammu and 
Kashmir, no one did in the past 
several decades,” he added.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s achievements, the 
Home Minister said the abro-

gation of  Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir was a historic 
decision that permanently 
integrated the region with 
the rest of  the country. “From 
removing Article 370 to fight-
ing terrorism, we have acted 
on every front. When terrorists 
tried to rise again, we launched 
Operation Sindoor and taught 
them a lesson in their own 

homes,” Shah said.
He said the government 

ended the practice of  triple 
talaq, giving justice to Muslim 
women, and after 350 years ful-
filled the long-standing prom-
ise of  building the Ram Temple 
in Ayodhya.

Shah also accused oppo-
sition parties of  mislead-
ing people with “unrealistic 

promises” and reviving what 
he described as the politics of  
corruption and fear.

He said the regime led by 
PM Modi remains focussed 
on development, welfare, and 
national security.

“The Indian economy is now 
among the fastest-growing in 
the world, inflation is under 
control, and the P-06

MHA Orders Judicial Probe Into 
Leh Police Action On Sept 24

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The Ministry 
of  Home Affairs (MHA) has 
directed a judicial inquiry 
into the police action in 
Leh town on September 24, 
which led to the deaths of  
four people.

According to the notifi-
cation issued on Friday, an 
FIR (No. 144/2025) has been 
registered at Police Station 
Leh under multiple sections 
of  the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, 2023, covering offences 
such as abetment, attempted 
offences, causing injury, and 
obstruction of  public ser-
vants.

The inquiry will be headed 
by former Supreme Court 
Judge Dr. B. S. Chauhan, 
who will be supported by 
retired District and Sessions 
Judge Mohan Singh Parihar 
as Judicial Secretary and 
IAS officer Tushar Anand as 
Administrative Secretary.

The judicial P-06

Congress Denies Rift With NC, Says 
Will Continue Despite Differences

RAHEEN QAYOOM

SRINAGAR: Amid growing 
speculation over cracks in the 
Congress–National Conference 
(NC) alliance, the Congress on 
Friday said that the partner-
ship between the two parties 
will continue for the greater 
common good.

Congress General Secretary, 
Ghulam Ahmad Mir told the 
media persons,  that internal 
differences do not mean the alli-
ance is breaking apart.

“Leaders express their opin-
ions—some support one side, 
some the other—but there are 
proper party forums and autho-
rized persons to speak on such 
matters,” he said.

Mir explained that Congress 
had asked for a specific Rajya 
Sabha seat but could not reach 
an agreement with the NC. “The 
fourth seat was given accord-
ing to their own calculations. 
Our top leadership had decided 

that if  we were not given what 
was rightfully ours, we would 
not contest. That was a party 
decision,” he said.

He dismissed speculation 
about the alliance collapsing; 
saying disagreements on one 
issue should not be seen as a 
split. “If  we focus on just one 

issue, no one achieves any 
major goal,” Mir said.

He said that both parties 
remain united against the 
BJP. “We will not let the BJP’s 
designs or their communal 
agenda succeed in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Internally, we may 
have differences, but P-06

NIA Charges Migrant Labourer 
For Conspiring With LeT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
has filed a chargesheet 
against a migrant labourer 
from Bihar for allegedly 
supporting proscribed ter-
rorist organisations, includ-
ing Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), 
in Jammu and Kashmir and 
Tamil Nadu.

The accused, identified 
as Akhalatur, alias Moham-
med Akhlaque Mujahid, a 
resident of  Katihar district, 
Bihar, has been charged 
under Sections 196 and 197 
of  the Bharatiya Nyaya San-

hita (BNS) and Sections 13(1)
(b) and 39 of  the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 
The chargesheet was filed 
today before the NIA Special 
Court at Poonamallee, Chen-
nai, Tamil Nadu.

Mujahid, employed as a 
labourer at a private con-
struction site in Chengalpat-
tu, Tamil Nadu, was arrested 
in April by Kayar Police for 
his involvement in anti-
national activities. The case 
was subsequently taken over 
by the NIA due to its gravity.

During the investigation, 
authorities discovered that 
Mujahid maintained P-06

     Rajya Sabha Polls

All Eyes On Independents, But 

No One Can See Their Vote
Opaque Voting Rules Put Spotlight On 7 Non-Party MLAs

IBNI MAQBOOL

SRINAGAR: The National 
Conference (NC) and Con-
gress made last-ditch efforts 
to forge unity ahead of  the 
Rajya Sabha polls, following 
Congress’s public announce-
ment that it would not con-
test the ‘riskier’ fourth seat. 
As a result of  negotiations, 
Congress leaders claim they 
had nearly agreed to field a 
candidate for the competi-
tive seat; however, the issue 
of  independents played spoil-
sport in the final moments of  
the unity talks. The differ-
ences arose from the voting 
method of  independent 
MLAs, who are not required 
to show their marked ballots 
to polling agents-unlike par-
ty-affiliated legislators.

With the Rajya Sabha 
election just a week away, 
all eyes are on seven inde-
pendent MLAs-five of  whom 
support the gov- ern-

ment and two who 
are aligned with the 

fragmented bloc of  Kash-
mir-based opposition in the 
Assembly.

Among the five supporting 

the government are Satish 
Sharma, a minister in the 
Omar Abdullah-led admin-
istration; Pyare Lal (MLA, 
Inderwal); Muzaffar Khan 
(MLA, Rajouri); Choudhary 

Akram (MLA, Surankote); 
and Dr. Rameshwar Singh 
(MLA, Bani). These MLAs 
did not contest the 2024 

Assembly elections on the 
ticket of  any recognized or 
registered party and won 
as independents. They sub-
mitted letters of  support to 
Omar Abdullah when he 
staked his claim to form the 
government in October last 
year.

In the House, Sheikh 
Khursheed (MLA, Langate) 
and Shabir Ahmed Kulley are 
the two independents aligned 
with the P-06

      Budgam By-Election

NC, PDP Yet To Nominate 
Candidates As Deadline Nears

NAVEED UL HAQ 

BUDGAM: As the last date 
for filing nomination papers 
for the Budgam by-election 
approaches, the two major 
regional parties including 
National Conference (NC) and 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) are yet to officially 
declare their candidates.

Speculations are rife that 
the National Conference may 
field Aga Syed Mehmood, 
though party sources said  that 
the final decision is expected 
within the next 24 hours.

In the 2024 General Assem-
bly elections, PDP’s Aga Syed 
Muntazir Mehdi had secured 
17,525 votes from Budgam, 
while NC’s Omar Abdul-
lah bagged 36,010 votes and 
won the seat by a significant 
margin.

Omar Abdullah, however, 
chose to retain his Ganderbal 
seat, leaving the Budgam con-
stituency vacant. The Budgam 
seat fell vacant on October 
21, 2024, after Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah retained the 

Ganderbal constituency fol-
lowing his dual victory in last 
year’s Assembly elections.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has 
already announced Aga Syed 
Mohsin as its candidate for the 
Budgam by-polls.

Muntazir Mohiuddin, who 
was earlier associated with the 
Apni Party has also confirmed 
his decision to contest as an 
independent candidate.

Another independent candi-
date, Jibran Dar, has filed his 
nomination papers today at 
the Returning Officer’s office 
in Budgam, P-06

India Now Unstoppable, 
Does Not Remain Silent 
After Terror Attacks: PM 

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Friday 
asserted that India now does 
not remain silent after terror 
attacks but hits back using 
surgical and air strikes.

Addressing the NDTV 
World Summit here, he said 
there are several roadblocks 
and speed breakers but India 
remains “unstoppable”.

“India no more remains 
silent after terror attacks but 
gives befitting reply through 
air strikes, surgical strikes 
and Operation Sindoor,” he 

said.
“When wars became head-

lines globally, India proved 
naysayers wrong by continu-
ing to march ahead as fast-
est growing economy,” added 
Modi.

Noting that India is not in 
a “mood to stop”, he said as 
the world today faces various 
roadblocks and speed break-
ers, it is only natural to talk 
about an unstoppable India.

“We will neither pause nor 
slow down. 140 crore Indians 
will move forward together 
with full momentum.

“Today, India has P-06
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Government of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION SOPORE
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Fresh   e- NIT No 106     /2025-26  of RNB Sopore DATED:17 .10.2025(3rd call)
E-tenders (In single cover system) from qualified contractors registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central 
Governments are invited for Snow Clearance (Stage-wise) on a Percentage Rate basis for a contract period of one year that may be extended to 
three years depending on the performance of the successful bidder.

S. No Stage Name Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees)

Earnest   Money
(In Rs.)

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2025-26 stage No. 6 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes
2. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2025-26 stage No. 7 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes
3 Snow clearance winter season for the year 2025-26 stage No.12 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, (if any), Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below:-

Table 1:
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 17.10.2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 17.10.2025
3 Bid submission Start Date 17.10.2025
4 Bid Submission End Date 24.10.2025
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 25.10.2025

1 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) 
deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender 
document.

3 All bidders are required to submit bid security or earnest money for an amount of Rs.5000/= at the time of tendering in the form of 
CDRs, FDRs, or BGs pledged to the authority responsible for receiving bids, in this case Executive Engineer R&B Division Sopore . In 
strict accordance with the Government’s circular and other instructions as required, the successful bidder will be required to provide 
performance security in the  amount of Rs.10,000/= at the time of contract award. Following the fixing of the contract in favour of the 
successful bidder, the unsuccessful bidders will receive the earnest money/bid security. The successful bidder’s performance security 
will be released only after completed successfully performance of the Contract. 

2 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the 
Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Sopore (tender receiving authority).

3 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
Note:- The Department Shall be at liberty to add or Delete a  Road or a stretch     there off from the listed Stage Contract scope
 Sd/-
No. 6735-54 Executive Engineer,
DATED:  17.10.2025 R&B Division  Sopore

DIPK-7296-25
DT: 17/10/2025

Judicial Academy organizes orientation 
programme on "Medico-Legal Aspects in Trial"

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & 
Kashmir Judicial Academy, 
Srinagar, organized a One 
Day Special Orientation Pro-
gramme on “Medical Foren-
sics & Medico-Legal Aspects in 
Trial, Different Dimensions of  
Cyber Crimes and Electronic 
Evidence".

The programme was orga-
nized under the patronage of  
Chief  Justice, High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
(Patron-in-Chief, J&K Judicial 
Academy), Justice Arun Palli 
and under the guidance of  the 
Chairperson and Members of  
the Governing Committee of  
the Academy, for Judicial Offi-
cers of  the District Judiciary of  
Kashmir Province including UT 
of  Ladakh, Public Prosecutors, 
Additional Public Prosecutors, 
Assistant Public Prosecutors, 
and Investigating Officers of  
Kashmir Province.

The programme commenced 
with introductory remarks by  
Director, J&K Judicial Acade-
my, Sonia Gupta, who outlined 
the objectives of  the orienta-
tion programme. She empha-
sized that in the age of  digital 

transformation and advancing 
forensic technologies, the judi-
ciary and prosecution must 
stay equipped with evolving 
scientific, medical, and techno-
logical developments that criti-
cally shape the administration 
of  criminal justice.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Senior Assistant Professor, 
School of  Law, University 
of  Kashmir, Dr. Mir Junaid 
Alam focused on the theme 
“Demystifying the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2000 with 
Reference to Cyber Crimes viz. 
Issues, Challenges and Way 
Forward.

He discussed the legal and 
procedural complexities aris-
ing from cyber offences, data 
breaches, and online frauds. 
He also highlighted the gaps 
between technology and 
enforcement and emphasized 
the need for judicial officers 
and investigators to enhance 
their understanding of  digital 
footprints, data preservation, 
and admissibility of  electronic 
records.

In his address, he also under-
scored the importance of  judi-
cial sensitivity to privacy, digi-
tal rights, and due process in 

cases involving cybercrime.
Senior Assistant Professor, 

Centre for Distance and Online 
Education, University of  Kash-
mir, Dr.Aneeda Jan deliberated 
on “Medical Forensic Law: Con-
stitutional Perspective and Role 
of  Judiciary” and “Impact of  
Technology on Forensic Evi-
dence. She elaborated on the 

intricate relationship between 
law and forensic medicine, 
underscoring the critical role 
of  medical evidence in the dis-
pensation of  justice.

Further, she spoke on the 
constitutional and ethical 
dimensions of  forensic inves-
tigation, highlighting the 
responsibility of  courts to 

ensure the integrity, authen-
ticity, and admissibility of  
forensic materials.

Discussing technological 
advances, she pointed out how 
digital imaging, DNA analysis, 
and AI-based diagnostic tools 
are transforming medico-legal 
practices and judicial evalua-
tion of  evidence.

Registrar Vigilance, High 
Court of  J&K and Ladakh, 
Rajeev Gupta addressed on the 
topic “Electronic Evidence: 
Definitions and Characteris-
tics". He outlined the essential 
requirements for the admissi-
bility of  electronic evidence.

He also discussed judicial 
precedents governing elec-

tronic records, the authentic-
ity of  digital signatures, and 
challenges in verifying meta-
data and data chain integrity. 
He stressed that the digital age 
demands a deeper understand-
ing of  technological processes 
to prevent miscarriage of  jus-
tice due to procedural lapses in 
electronic documentation and 
certification.

The programme conclud-
ed with an interactive ses-
sion and feedback, during 
which participants shared 
insights and discussed prac-
tical challenges faced in 
handling medico-legal cases 
and cybercrime trials. The 
deliberations reinforced the 
need for continued judicial 
and prosecutorial training to 
ensure that the justice deliv-
ery system keeps pace with 
advancements in forensic sci-
ence and technology.

The event reflected the Acad-
emy’s commitment to fostering 
interdisciplinary knowledge 
among judicial and legal offi-
cers, enabling them to uphold 
procedural fairness, scientific 
accuracy, and technological 
competence in the dispensation 
of  justice.

CIPMC Sgr holds Farmers Field 

Day at Reshipora, Shopian
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Central 
Integrated Pest Manage-
ment Centre (CIPMC), 
Srinagar, under the Direc-
torate of  Plant Protection, 
Quarantine & Storage, 
Faridabad, Ministry of  
Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, conducted a Farm-
ers Field Day programme 
at Village Reshipora, Zai-
napora, Shopian.

This event marked the 
conclusion of  the ongo-
ing Farmers Field School 
(FFS) programme in the 
area.

Assistant Plant Pro-
tection Officer (PP), Dr. 
Haroon Rashid Hakla, led 
the programme and dis-
tributed Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) Kits 
among the participating 
farmers in presence of  
Horticulture Development 
Officer (HDO), Zainapora.

During his address, Dr. 
Hakla gave an overview 
of  the FFS programme, 
highlighting its role in 
promoting eco-friendly 
pest management practices 

and empowering farmers 
with scientific knowledge 
to reduce dependency on 
chemical pesticides.

HDO, Zainapora com-
mended the Central Gov-
ernment’s continuous 
support and proactive role 
in taking such impactful 
programmes to the grass-
roots level. He extended 

his gratitude to the CIPMC 
team for their dedication 
and successful implemen-
tation of  the FFS initiative 
in the village.

Farmers of  Reshipora 
expressed their apprecia-
tion for the government’s 
efforts and the practical 
benefits received through 
the FFS programme. They 

acknowledged the value 
of  IPM practices and the 
importance of  such field-
level training initiatives 
in enhancing sustainable 
agriculture.

The event concluded 
with a collective commit-
ment to adopt IPM methods 
for safer and more produc-
tive farming. 

Chairman DLSA Srinagar reviews 

functioning of LADCs
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA), Srinagar, under 
the aegis of  the Jammu & 
Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority, organized a 
review meeting in the 
office chamber of  the Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Judge/Chairman, DLSA 
Srinagar, at the District 
Court Complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was chaired 
by, Principal District and 
Sessions Judge/Chairman, 
DLSA Srinagar, Tasleem 
Arief  and held under the 
supervision of  Sub-Judge/
Secretary, DLSA Srinagar, 
Sajad-ur-Rehman.

The meeting was con-
vened to review the func-

tioning and performance 
of  the Legal Aid Defence 
Counsels (LADCs) and to 
ensure effective delivery of  
legal aid services to under-

trial prisoners and other 
eligible beneficiaries.

During the meeting, 
discussions were held on 
various aspects concerning 

the timely representation 
of  legal aid cases, coordi-
nation between LADCs 
and the DLSA office, and 
measures to strengthen the 
quality and accountability 
of  legal aid services.

The Chair emphasized 
the importance of  profes-
sionalism, diligence, and 
empathy in dealing with 
legal aid beneficiaries, 
reiterating that access to 
justice is a fundamental 
right that must be upheld 
in both spirit and practice.

The meeting concluded 
with directions for improved 
monitoring, periodic case 
reviews, and continued col-
laboration among all stake-
holders to ensure that no 
person in need of legal assis-
tance is left unrepresented.

Felicitation Ceremony held for 
MDP Trainees by JKEDI Pulwama

DLIC meet on Mission YUVA held 
at G'bal, 53 fresh cases approved

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Entrepre-
neurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) Pulwama 
organized a felicitation 
ceremony for the trainees 
of  the recently concluded 
Management Development 
Program (MDP) under the 
RAMP initiative at the 

NRLM Centre, Pulwama.
During the ceremony, 

training certificates and 
other benefits were dis-
tributed among the par-
ticipants who success-
fully completed their MDP 
training.

The speakers high-
lighted the importance of  
entrepreneurship and skill 
development in promoting 
self-reliance and sustain-
able livelihoods.

The program aimed 
to encourage the train-
ees to utilize their newly 
acquired managerial and 
entrepreneurial skills to 
strengthen their business 
ventures and contribute to 
the local economy.

The event concluded 
with an interactive ses-
sion, where officers appre-
ciated the enthusiasm of  

the trainees and assured 
continued support from 
JKEDI and NRLM for their 
entrepreneurial journey.

The event was attended 
by  District Nodal Officer, 
JKEDI Pulwama, Raiyees 
Manzoor;  Assistant Fac-
ulty/Course Coordinator, 
Waseem Afzal Naik, Dis-
trict Program Manager 
NRLM Pulwama, along 
with other officers /Offi-
cials from JKEDI & NRLM.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore 
Friday chaired a meeting 
of  district level imple-
mentation committee 
(DLIC) here to exam-
ine and approve cases 
received under the Mis-
sion YUVA (Yuva Udy-
amita Vikas Abhiyan) 
scheme for f inancial 
assistance and entrepre-
neurial support to ben-
eficiaries in the district.

At the outset, DC 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  mission YUVA in 
promoting entrepreneur-
ship, skill development, 
and self-employment 
among youth.

The meeting discussed 
and scrutinized the appli-
cations regarding units 
received under the scheme 
from SBDU, and unani-
mously approved 53 cases 
under the Mission YUVA 
scheme.

The DC directed all 
the line departments to 
ensure timely support and 
facilitation of  the benefi-
ciaries approved under the 
scheme.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by the 
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Assis-
tant Director Employment, 
Lead District Manager, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer JKEDI, 
besides other officers and 
officials from concerned 
departments.

CUK, DIPR organises Nasha Mukt Abhiyan programme at Batamaloo
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Cultural 
Unit Kashmir of  the Depart-
ment of  Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR) 
Friday organised an aware-
ness programme under the 
Nasha Mukt Abhiyan cam-
paign at Government Girls 
High School (GGHS), Bata-
maloo Srinagar.

On the occasion, artists 
of  the Cultural Unit pre-
sented a thought-provok-

ing skit highlighting the ill 
effects of  drug abuse and 
its drastic consequences 
on individuals and society. 
The performance aimed to 

spread awareness among 
students about the impor-
tance of  living a healthy 
and drug-free life.

Headmistress of  the 

institution, Nusrat Ara, 
lauded the efforts of  Cul-
tural Unit Kashmir, DIPR, 
for organising such impact-
ful and socially relevant 
programmes that sensitize 
the youth towards crucial 
social issues.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from the staff  and students 
of  GGHS Batamaloo, who 
appreciated the initiative 
and pledged their support 
towards a drug-free society.
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GOVT. OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF HORTICULTURE OFFICER ANANTNAG
DC OFFICE COMPLEX ANANTNAG, PIN: 192101   01932-467596 

OPEN AUCTION NOTICE
Subject: -  Open-auction of 268 No’s of walnut trees existing in Departmental Hazelnut Farm  Lehenwan of District Anantnag. 
Reference: -  Deputy Commissioner Anantnag’s letter No. DCA/MISC/2033-34, Dated: 14-10-2025.
Due to very poor response and lack of registered bidders of the wood carving society for manufacture of Kashmir fine arts, approval has been 
granted by the Deputy Commissioner Anantnag, to carry out an open auction of 268 walnut trees located at Lehenwan Hazelnut Farm via above 
referred communication. Accordingly, schedule for conducting of open auction of said walnut trees is framed as under:

S. No. Departmental Farm Date of auction Time of auction Venue/Place of Auction

1 Hazelnut Farm Lehenwan 24 / 10/2025 11:00 AM Chief Horticulture Office Anantnag

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
•	 All the intrested persons are informed to participate in the auction proceedings at the specified venue on scheduled date, time and 

venue.
•	 Interested bidders must be present in person and should carry valid identification.
•	 A secruity deposit (EMD) in the form of CDR/Cash shall be submitted before the commencement of auction proceedings. The amount 

so required shall be decided by the committee on spot. 
•	 The successful bidder will have to deposit the auction amount in one installment on the spot after completion of the auction in the office 

of Chief Horticulture Officer Anantnag along with notarized agreement within week’s time. 
•	 The committee reserves the right to accept or reject the bids offered without assigning any reasons to the participants. 
 For further details, please contact the office of Chief Horticulture Officer Anantnag during office hours except holidays up to 23/10/2025.
 Sd/-
DIPK-7274-25 Chief Horticulture Officer,
DT: 17/10/2025 Anantnag.

CM Omar convenes review 
meeting of District Kulgam
Emphasizes timely completion of projects, winter preparedness

Speaker engages with Media persons 

in Pre-Assembly session talks
Assures full support to media fraternity during Assembly Session

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Friday 
chaired a comprehensive 
review meeting of  District 
Kulgam to assess the prog-
ress of developmental works 
under the District CAPEX 
Budget 2025–26 and Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS).

The Chief Minister appre-
ciated the district adminis-
tration’s effective response 
during the recent floods and 
reviewed ongoing measures 
for infrastructure restora-
tion and public service deliv-
ery. He directed officers to 
ensure uninterrupted power 
and water supply during the 
upcoming winter months, to 
expedite permanent restora-
tion of damaged infrastruc-
ture, to intensify field inspec-
tions, and strengthen inter-
departmental coordination. 
He further instructed the 
officers to prioritize the 
completion of  all ongoing 
projects within set timelines 
to ensure visible outcomes 
on the ground.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Kumar Choudhary, 
Ministers Sakina Itoo, Javed 
Rana, Javid Dar, and Satish 
Sharma, Advisor to the Chief  
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, 
DDC Chairperson Kulgam, 
MLAs M.Y. Tarigami and 
Pirzada Feroz Ahmed, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary to CM 
Dheeraj Gupta, Additional 
Chief Secretary R&B, Deputy 
Commissioner Kulgam 
Athar Amir Ul shafi Khan, 
heads of  departments, and 
all district officers attended 
the meeting.

While reviewing winter 
preparedness, the Chief  
Minister underscored the 
importance of  equipping 

districts, particularly in 
snow-prone areas, with 
sufficient 4x4 ambulances 
to ensure uninterrupted 
emergency services. “We 
are working with the 
concerned departments 
to make sure that every 
district has an adequate 
number of 4x4 ambulances 
so that people do not face 
difficulties during heavy 
snowfall,” he said, direct-
ing officials to ensure that 
the ongoing arrangements 
include appropriate mobil-
ity and safety measures.

On the developmental 
front, the Chief  Minister 
noted that while the number 
of new works had increased 
compared to the previous 
year, the value and scale of  
ongoing projects had also 
grown significantly. “Our 
achievement levels need to 
improve further as the work-
ing season is short. I urge 
the district administration 
to utilize the remaining two 
months effectively to maxi-
mize expenditure and prog-
ress,” he said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  timely fund uti-
lization under Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes, Omar 
Abdullah directed officers to 
ensure that the first instal-
ments are fully utilized by 
December to avoid delays in 
the release of  subsequent 
funds. “Frequent reviews 
are essential to track the 
progress and utilization 
under schemes like SASCI 
to prevent work disruption 
and withholding of funds on 
account to low percentage of  
expenditure by the end of  
December ,” he added.

On the occasion, the Chief  
Minister e-inaugurated sev-
eral key urban infrastruc-
ture projects in Kulgam, 
including the Solid Waste 
Management & Material 
Recovery Facility at Lirrow, 
the Municipal Shopping 
Complex, and a Modern 
Abattoir, aimed at strength-
ening commerce and civic 
amenities in the district.

Earlier, the Chief  Minis-
ter inspected departmental 
stalls showcasing various 

government schemes, wel-
fare initiatives, and achieve-
ments under flagship pro-
grammes. He interacted with 
officials and beneficiaries, 
appreciating their efforts in 
ensuring citizen-centric gov-
ernance and effective public 
service delivery.

During the meeting, the 
DDC Chairperson and local 
legislators raised several 
development related issues 
concerning their respective 
areas. The Chief  Minister 
assured that all genuine 
demands would be consid-
ered on priority to acceler-
ate Kulgam’s overall growth 
and development.

Earlier, Deputy Com-
missioner Kulgam, Athar 
Amir Ul shafi  Khan, gave 
a detailed presentation out-
lining the district’s develop-
mental progress, achieve-
ments, and challenges for 
2024–2026. He highlighted 
key focus areas like post-
flood infrastructure restora-
tion, healthcare, agriculture, 
education, and rural-urban 
development.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Speaker, 
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly (JKLA), 
Abdul Rahim Rather 
Friday interacted with 
media persons of  differ-
ent News organisations 
at Assembly Secretariat 
here to facilitate smooth 
and efficient coverage of  
the forthcoming Assembly 
session.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director Informa-
tion, Nitish Rajora; Secre-
tary, JKLA, Manoj Kumar 
Pandit; SSP Security Civil 
Secretariat, Sajjad K. Bhat; 
Joint Director Information 
Kashmir, Syed Shahnawaz 
Bukhari; Deputy Director 
Information (PR), Javid 
Ahmad Rather; Assistant 
Director Doordarshan, vet-
eran Journalists, bureau 
chiefs, senior journalists 
and correspondents, rep-
resentatives of   All India 
Radio and other concerned 
officers.

During the interac-
tion, Speaker Rather held 
detailed discussion with 
media fraternity on vari-
ous issues concerning 
media professionals, iden-
tifying additional require-
ments to enhance their 
working environment 
during the upcoming ses-
sion.  The deliberations 
also focused on ensuring 
hassle-free entry of  media 
persons to the Legislative 
Assembly premises and as 
well as their facilitation 
for smooth coverage of  the 
session.

The Speaker highlighted 
the vital role of  media in 
upholding transparency 
and fostering informed 
public discourse on leg-
islative proceedings. 
He emphasized that the 

media acts as a vital bridge 
between the people and 
the legislature, ensuring 
citizens remain aware of   
policies, discussions and 
decisions that shape gov-
ernance across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Recognizing the signifi-
cance of  media in high-
lighting public issues, the 
Speaker sought coopera-
tion from media houses 
for balanced and respon-
sible reporting of  the Ses-
sion. He emphasized the 
critical role of  journalists 
in ensuring transparency 
and public awareness of  
legislative discussions 
and advised them to keep 
public interests paramount 
while disbursing their pro-
fessional assignments.

W h i l e  rev i ew i n g 
arrangements for media 
persons, the Speaker 
emphasized on the impor-
tance of  taking neces-
sary measures to prevent 
inconvenience to journal-
ists covering the proceed-
ings. He instructed the 
Assembly Secretariat offi-
cers to prepare and issue 
entry passes for journal-

ists in coordination with 
information department 
well in advance for their 
unhindered entry into the 
assembly complex.

To enhance media 
accessibility, the Speaker 
directed the information 
department to install suf-
ficient number of  micro-
phones and Public Address 
Systems (PAS) within the 
Assembly Hall and its 
lawns, facilitating smooth 
interaction between dig-
nitaries, Ministers, legis-
lative assembly members 
and the journalists. He also 
directed the Hospitality & 
Protocol department to 
install  Shamyana with a 
dais for press briefings by 
the MLAs and Ministers.

The Speaker also direct-
ed  SSP Security, Civil Sec-
retariat to make appropri-
ate parking arrangements 
for media personnel near 
the Assembly Secretariat.

During the interaction, 
the Speaker also invited 
constructive sugges-
tions from journalists for 
improving media engage-
ment and coverage of  legis-
lative business. Represen-

tatives of  both print and 
electronic media expressed 
their appreciation for 
the Speaker’s proactive 
approach and shared valu-
able inputs on improving 
accessibility and commu-
nication channels between 
the media and the Assem-
bly Secretariat.

They highlighted key 
concerns like designating 
parking spaces, provision of  
high-speed Wi-Fi for seam-
less coverage and extension 
of  other logistical support. 
The Media representatives 
also sought smooth distri-
bution of  entry passes for 
coverage from Assembly 
Secretariat, particularly for 
Accredited Journalists as 
well as veteran Journalists 
who have been in the field 
for decades.

In response to concerns 
raised by the media frater-
nity, the Speaker assured 
them that the highlighted 
issues would be addressed 
promptly and the Assem-
bly Secretariat remains 
committed to ensure con-
ducive environment for 
media persons to discharge 
their professional duties.

B'pora Scripts History, Bags Best 

Performer Award in India under AKY

President of India Felicitates DC Bandipora for Exemplary Performance

Nagrota Bye Election

First Randomization 
of EVMs, VVPATs 
conducted

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: First Randomization of  FLC 
passed EVMs and VVPATs was conducted 
by the District Election Officer Jammu to 
allocate EVMs and VVPATs for the bye elec-
tion to 77- Nagrota Assembly Constituency.

The Randomization of  EVMs and 
VVPATS was done through the EVM Man-
agement System, developed by Election 
Commission of  India, in the presence of  
the representatives of  National and State 
Recognized Political Parties.

After completion of  the First Random-
ization, the lists of  EVMs and VVPATs 
were shared with all the National and 
State Recognised Political Parties at dis-
trict headquarters.

The EVMs and VVPATs will be provided 
to the Returning Officer 77- Nagrota for 
use in bye-election 2025.These EVMs and 
VVPATs will be stored in strong room of  
77- Nagrota Assembly Constituency in 
the presence of  the representatives of  the 
National and State Recognised Political 
Parties.

After finalization of  the list of  contest-
ing candidates, the list of  first randomized 
EVMs and VVPATS will be shared with all 
the contesting candidates, as well. 

Training for Polling Staff for Budgam 

Bye-Elections Enters Second Day
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The second day 
of  training for polling per-
sonnel deputed for the Bye-
Elections to 27-Budgam 
Assembly Constituency 
continued smoothly 
Friday across all 
three designated 
venues i.e. Sheikh-ul-
Alam Hall Budgam, 
Government Degree 
College Budgam, 
and Community Hall 
Budgam.

The training ses-
sions are being orga-
nized under the over-
all supervision of  the 
District administra-
tion to ensure that all 
election officials are 
well-versed with the 
latest guidelines and 
procedures prescribed by 
the Election Commission 
of  India (ECI).

Master Trainers con-
ducted detailed demonstra-
tions on handling of  Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) and Voter Verifi-
able Paper Audit Trail 

(VVPAT) units, along with 
hands-on practical exer-
cises for all categories of  
polling staff.

The trainees were sensi-
tized about the importance 
of  maintaining transpar-

ency, impartiality, and 
adherence to the Model 
Code of  Conduct (MCC) 
during the entire polling 
process.

The training also 
focused on mock poll pro-
cedures, sealing protocols, 
polling station setup, and 

accessibility arrange-
ments to facilitate inclu-
sive voting, especially for 
senior citizens and Persons 
with Disabilities (PwDs).

District-level officers 
and Nodal Officers moni-

tored the train-
ing process at all 
venues to ensure 
comprehensive cov-
erage and effective 
participation.

The DEO has 
directed that every 
official engaged 
in poll duty must 
attend all phases of  
training sessions 
to ensure foolproof  
arrangements on the 
polling day.

The next phase of  
training is scheduled 
to continue in the 

coming days, during which 
Presiding Officers, Polling 
Officers, and other staff  
will undergo further ses-
sions focusing on practical 
simulations and case-based 
learning to strengthen pre-
paredness for the smooth 
conduct of  the bye-elections.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In a histor-
ic moment and a matter of  
immense pride for Jammu and 
Kashmir, District Bandipora 
has bagged the Best Performer 
Award in the Country under 
the prestigious Adi Karmayogi 
Abhiyaan (AKY), recogniz-
ing the district’s outstanding 
implementation and on-ground 
impact of  the initiative.

For this remarkable feat, 
Deputy Commissioner Bandipo-
ra, Indu Kanwal Chib, was felici-
tated by the President of  India, 
Smt. Droupadi Murmu, during 
a national-level ceremony held 
today. The honour marks a sig-
nificant milestone for the dis-
trict, reflecting its commitment 
to innovation, transparency, and 
citizen-centric administration.

The Adi Karmayogi Abhi-
yaan, a flagship initiative of  the 
Government of  India aimed at 
capacity building, skill enhance-
ment, and improving governance 
efficiency, was implemented in 
Bandipora with remarkable zeal 

and vision. The district admin-
istration adopted a proactive 
approach by conducting exten-
sive training sessions, awareness 
programmes, and introducing 
digital governance practices, all 
of  which contributed to its rec-
ognition as the Best Performing 
District in India.

The DC expressed gratitude 
on receiving the national honour 
and dedicated the achievement to 
the collective efforts of  her team 
and the people of  Bandipora. She 
said that the recognition belongs 
to the entire Bandipora team who 
worked tirelessly to make the Adi 

Karmayogi Abhiyaan a success.
The DC acknowledged the 

relentless dedication and coordi-
nation of  the District Nodal Offi-
cer (DNO) Yar Ali, Khan, Chief  
Planning Officer, M. Maqbool 
Lone; District and Block Mission 
Teams (DMTs and BMTs), Aadi 
Saathis, Aadi Sahyogis, and all 17 
participating Ministries.

This national recognition has 
brought unprecedented pride and 
visibility to Bandipora and the 
Union Territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, placing it firmly on the 
national map for excellence in gov-
ernance and public administration.

CEO reviews preparedness for bye-election to 77-Nagrota AC
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Electoral 
Officer (CEO) Jammu and 
Kashmir, Sanjeev Verma 
Friday chaired a review 
meeting to assess prepared-
ness for the upcoming 
bye-election to 77-Nagrota 
Assembly Constituency 
(AC), scheduled to be held 
on November 11, 2025.

During the meeting, Dis-
trict Election Officer (DEO), 
Dr. Rakesh Minhas, pre-
sented a detailed account of  
the election arrangements 
being made in the constitu-
ency. He highlighted key 
parameters from the updat-
ed constituency profile and 
informed that 150 polling 
stations, with robust poll-
ing infrastructure and 100% 
assured minimum facilities 
like ramps, lighting, drink-
ing water and sanitation, 
have been established for 

the bye poll to the Constitu-
ency, having 97,893 regis-
tered voters.

Detailed deliberations 
were held on EVM and 
VVPAT management, trans-
port planning, SVEEP cam-
paigns, strong room arrange-
ments and facilities for Per-
sons with Disabilities (PwD) 
and senior citizens during the 
meeting.

Addressing the officers, 
CEO Sanjeev Verma stressed 
that the bye-election must 
be conducted in a free, fair 
and transparent manner, 
ensuring voter confidence 

through strict adherence 
to the Model Code of  Con-
duct and timely redressal of  
grievances. He added that 
the bye-election represents 
a “festival of  democracy”, 
which should witness inclu-
sive participation from all 
sections of  society.

The CEO directed officers 
to ensure completion of all 
training and logistical exercis-
es as per schedule. He appreci-
ated the proactive measures 
taken by the district admin-
istration and emphasized 
on citizen outreach through 
SVEEP rallies and awareness 

programmes.
The CEO expressed satis-

faction over the coordinated 
arrangements led by the 
DEO and Returning Offi-
cer and urged all officers to 
work in close synergy, main-
taining high standards of  
neutrality and efficiency to 
uphold the sanctity of  the 
democratic process.

Dr. Nirupa Rai, Special 
Secretary; Sandish Kumar 
Gupta, Special Secretary, 
Joint CEO Anil Salgotra, 
other Nodal Officers and 
senior district officers were 
present in the meeting.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

The Great GST 
Paradox

W
hen the Prime Minister 
announced a substantial 
slash in the GST slab on 
medicines and medical 
equipment, the move was 

hailed as a major relief for the common 
man. It was expected to bring down the 
medical burden on households already 
crushed under rising costs of healthcare. 
Yet, in a shocking twist, the reality on the 
ground paints an entirely different picture 
— instead of prices coming down, rates 
have shot up across most medical stores 
and diagnostic outlets.

This paradox has left the people baffled. 
How can medicines become costlier when 
the tax burden has been reduced? The 
answer lies somewhere between greed, 
inefficiency, and lack of oversight. Trad-
ers and distributors, instead of passing on 
the benefit to the end consumer, appear to 
have taken undue advantage of the confu-
sion to inflate prices. Regulatory agencies, 
who should have been on their toes to 
ensure compliance, are either looking the 
other way or pretending ignorance.

The health sector in India, particularly in 
regions like Jammu and Kashmir, has long 
suffered from weak regulation and unmoni-
tored profiteering. Every time a policy 
reform is announced with good intent, the 
middlemen and retailers find ways to twist it 
to their benefit. The same story seems to be 
repeating with the GST relief on medicines.

The government must immediately step 
in to audit the pricing chain from manufac-
turers to pharmacies. A transparent mecha-
nism should be put in place to ensure that 
GST reductions actually reflect in the bills 
of ordinary citizens. Otherwise, the pur-
pose of such reforms is defeated, and the 
trust of the people erodes further.

When health becomes a business of 
manipulation and deceit, society is in seri-
ous trouble. The so-called “relief” has turned 
into yet another tool of exploitation — and 
that is a tragedy no tax policy can justify.

#FindAllTB

Taking Molecular TB 
Diagnostics Closer To People

SHOBHA SHUKLA  /  BOBBY 
RAMAKANT

A
n important scientific study pub-
lished in The Lancet shows the 
strong public health impact of  
deploying molecular diagnos-
tics closer to the people. This 

multi-country randomised controlled study 
shows that if  we deploy battery-operated, 
laboratory independent and true point-of-
care molecular test Truenat at the primary 
healthcare level, then same day test and 
treat can become a reality. Diagnosing TB 
early and accurately is a critical pathway 
towards right treatment as well as stopping 
the spread of  infection.

The study enrolled around 4000 partici-
pants in 29 primary healthcare clinics of  
Tanzania and Mozambique during August 
2022 and June 2023. In one study-arm, 2007 
participants were accessing primary health-
care clinics equipped with point-of-care 
molecular test Truenat. In the second study-
arm, 1980 people were served by primary 
healthcare clinics with no molecular test, 
but their samples were collected and sent 
to a laboratory with molecular test Gene 
Xpert (11-16 km away) and their test reports 
transported back. Both these molecular tests 
are WHO recommended ones.

The study found that 97% of  TB patients 
could begin treatment within 7 days when 
point-of-care Truenat was deployed at the 
primary care level. But only 63% could do 
so when samples were sent to a remote 
lab where Gene Xpert was deployed. More 
importantly, 82.2% of  the TB patients who 
were diagnosed with Truenat at the pri-
mary care level, could be initiated on right 
TB treatment on the same day – so, same 
day test and treat could become a reality 
in remote peripheral settings. But only 3% 
could get same day treatment initiation if  
tested by Gene Xpert deployed in a remote 
lab.

Study authors categorically state that 
“this study provides strong evidence sup-
porting the placement of  low complexity 
molecular TB diagnostics at primary care 
level, to enable same-day diagnosis and 
treatment initiation.” TB deaths were 3-fold 
among those who were in the study-arm 
where samples were to be sent to a remote 
lab equipped with Xpert (2.1%) compared 
to those who were in the study-arm with 
Truenat deployed at the primary care level 
(0.7%). Eliminating diagnostic delays and 
delays between diagnosis and treatment can 
save lives.

By not deploying point-of-care molecu-
lar TB tests we are programming to fail on 
"same day test and treat" too – and thereby 
failing to reduce unnecessary human suf-

fering and risk of  untimely death due to TB. 
Also, we cannot break the chain of  infection 
transmission unless we diagnose TB early 
and accurately and initiate right treatment 
without any delay.

Study authors observed that “we found 
that the placement of  the Truenat platform 
with MTB Plus and MTB-RIF Dx assays at 
clinics combined with rapid communication 
of  results and same-day TB treatment initia-
tion led to a 1.5 times higher proportion of  
people starting treatment for microbiologi-
cally confirmed TB within 7 days.” It is also 
important to note that study researchers had 
found major problems with sputum trans-
port systems which negatively impacted 
the TB programme. Study authors noted 
that “study site assessments revealed opera-
tional issues [with Gene Xpert] (for example, 
sputum container stockouts and delays in 
sample transport) leading to occasional 
referral of  patients instead of  samples. To 
address this issue, sputum containers were 
stocked throughout, and samples were col-
lected at least twice weekly. Off-site labora-
tories received Xpert MTB/RIF Ultra car-
tridges for sample testing.”

So, even if  so-called hub-and-spoke model 
or sputum referral system works 'perfectly' 
(like in this study) then too TB programme 
outcomes are majorly compromised. One 
can imagine when real life problems mar 
this hub-and-spoke model then TB pro-
gramme outcomes would be getting even 
more compromised. In the study-arm where 
Truenat was deployed at the primary care 
level, it took an hour to find if  a person has 
active TB disease (and if  so, then whether 
the TB bacteria is resistant to one of  the two 
most effective anti-TB medicines, rifampi-
cin). The person was asked to wait for one 
hour and if  found positive for TB, then treat-
ment could be initiated on the same day for 
over 82% patients.

This Lancet publication co-authored 

by Dr Celso Khosa of  Instituto Nacional 
de Saúde in Mozambique, Dr Adam Penn-
Nicholson of  FIND in Geneva, and other 
researchers from several medical and sci-
entific institutions, is among the very few 
studies that have compared the difference 
it makes by deploying molecular diagnostics 
at primary care level with off-site remote 
laboratory with centralised or semi-central-
ised molecular testing (and samples sent to 
the lab and reports back to the peripheral 
clinic). Most other studies have compared 
the difference between a bad TB upfront test 
(sputum microscopy, which badly under-
performs in diagnosing TB) at primary care 
level with off-site molecular testing.

Truenat molecular test is also the larg-
est used molecular test deployed in India 
- a nation home to world's largest number 
of  people with TB. It is deployed in over 
90 countries now. For example, the largest 
rollout of  Truenat in Africa took place last 
year in Nigeria with AI-enabled handheld 
X-Rays and solar-power charging capabili-
ties in remote peripheral areas.

Ahead of  the world’s biggest TB and 
lung disease conference (Union World Con-
ference on Lung Health) that will be held 
next month, this study published in the 
Lancet provides potentially groundbreak-
ing scientific evidence for high TB burden 
countries on the major difference it makes 
by deployment of  WHO recommended 
point-of-care molecular test Truenat at the 
primary care level. If  we are to serve the 
underserved, take best of  healthcare and 
social support services with equity, rights 
and human dignity. If  we are to end TB we 
cannot afford any delays - be they diagnos-
tic delays or delays spanning many days 
between diagnosis and initiation of  treat-
ment. Moreover, deploying point-of-care 
health technologies at the point-of-need 
helps break the barriers people face in 
accessing centralised healthcare services.

All world leaders at the United Nations 
General Assembly High Level Meeting on 
TB in 2023 had committed to completely 
replace microscopy with upfront molecular 
TB tests by 2027. With the light this study 
shines on bringing molecular tests to the 
primary care level, all efforts must be full 
throttle to replace microscopy with point-
of-care molecular tests that are deployable 
in high-burden settings.

Study authors stated: “Although Xpert 
MTB/RIF, endorsed by WHO in 2011, rev-
olutionised TB and rifampicin resistance 
detection, its impact has been limited. High 
costs and operational requirements (eg, 
stable electricity, temperature control, and 
dust-free environments) have confined its 
use to centralised laboratories in hub-and-
spoke models. New molecular and point-of-
care diagnostics are emerging that might 
be deployed in primary care clinics or even 
in communities. Portable battery-operated 
molecular testing platforms, such as the 
Molbio Truenat platform (endorsed by WHO 
in 2020), offer the potential to further decen-
tralise molecular testing.”

This randomized control study provides 
pathbreaking science to call for transform-
ing every 'spoke' into a hub by deploying 
WHO recommended point-of-care molecular 
tests like Truenat which are battery-oper-
ated (with solar power recharging capabili-
ties), laboratory independent, and decen-
tralised. More importantly, it is a multi-
disease molecular testing platform for over 
40 diseases, such as TB, HIV (including viral 
load, testing) hepatitis B and C virus, human 
papilloma virus (HPV - which causes a lot of  
cervical cancers), several sexually transmit-
ted infections, leprosy, vector-borne diseases 
like malaria, among others.

Earlier this week while launching an 
important WHO report on antimicrobial resis-
tance, WHO Director General Dr Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus too had underpinned the 
importance of  "rapid and point-of-care molec-
ular testing" for preventing AMR - because 
correct and timely diagnosis for multiple dis-
eases must be made accessible to all equitably 
- especially those who are underserved. Link-
age to standard treatment, care and support 
also should be made accessible to all if  we are 
to prevent AMR, along with optimal infection 
prevention and control, vaccination, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, and other health and 
social support.

Shobha Shukla is the founding Manag-
ing Editor of  CNS and Bobby Ramakant 
works as CNS Health Editor. Both are on 

the boards of  Global Antimicrobial Resis-
tance Media Alliance (GAMA) and Asia 

Pacific Media Alliance for Health, Gender 
and Development Justice (APCAT Media).

Poverty: The Deepest Stain On Humanity
LALIT GARG

E
very year, the global 
community observes 
October 17 as the 
International Day for 
the Eradication of  

Poverty. This day is not merely 
a ritual of  remembrance—it is 
a moment of  deep reflection on 
one of  the greatest moral and 
social challenges before human-
ity. Despite centuries of  civiliza-
tion, rapid technological prog-
ress, and growing global wealth, 
millions across the world contin-
ue to live without access to the 
most basic human needs—food, 
shelter, clothing, education, 
and healthcare. Poverty is not 
merely an economic condition; it 
is a wound on human dignity. It 
crushes dreams, weakens confi-
dence, and undermines the very 
essence of  human existence. 
Recognizing this, the United 
Nations General Assembly 
declared 17 October as a day to 
promote dialogue and action for 
eradicating poverty in 1992. The 
theme for 2025, “Ending Social 
and Institutional Abuse by 
Ensuring Respect and Effective 
Support for Families,” under-
lines that poverty is not only 
about income but also about 
inclusion, equality, and justice.

Today, over 700 million 
people still live in extreme 
poverty. The UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) aims 
to eliminate extreme poverty 
by 2030, yet that dream remains 
distant. Wars, climate change, 
rising inequality, unemploy-
ment, and flawed economic 
policies continue to reinvent 
poverty in new and more com-
plex forms. As Nobel laure-
ate Amartya Sen rightly said, 
“Poverty is not just lack of  

income; it is the deprivation of  
freedom.” True poverty begins 
when a person is denied the 
opportunity to shape his or 
her life freely and with dignity.

India has made remarkable 
progress in reducing poverty 
over the past few decades. 
According to the NITI Aayog, 
multidimensional poverty fell 
from 29% in 2013–14 to about 
11% in 2019–21. Yet, the story 
is incomplete. Poverty still 
hits rural populations, women, 
Dalits, and tribal communities 
hardest. Its worst impact is vis-
ible in education and health—
where poor children drop out 
of  schools and families collapse 
under medical costs, creating 
an unending cycle of  depriva-
tion. In the “Amrit Kaal”—the 
25 years leading to India’s 
100th year of  independence—
the vision of  a “Viksit Bharat” 
(Developed India) must also 
mean a “Garib-Mukt Bharat” 
(Poverty-Free India). Under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership, poverty 
eradication has become not 
just a government initiative 
but a national mission.

Between 2005 and 2020, 
nearly 410 million Indians rose 
above the poverty line. The 
Modi government’s programs 
have transformed welfare into 
empowerment. The Jan Dhan–
Aadhaar–Mobile (JAM) trin-
ity connected millions of  poor 
families to formal banking sys-
tems, ensuring transparency 
and direct benefit transfers. 
The Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana turned the dream of  
owning a home into reality for 
over 4 crore families, while the 
Ujjwala Yojana freed millions 
of  women from the suffocating 
smoke of  traditional stoves—

offering not just fuel but dig-
nity. Similarly, the Ayushman 
Bharat health scheme and PM 
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 
provided a lifeline during the 
pandemic. The Atmanirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyan (Self-Reliant 
India Campaign) has redefined 
the battle against poverty—
linking it to skill development, 
employment, and self-respect. 
As the Prime Minister aptly 
stated, “To eliminate poverty, 
the government alone is not 
enough; society must become 
sensitive. When every poor 
person’s dream becomes our 
dream, only then will India 
truly prosper.”

Poverty cannot be eradi-
cated solely through welfare 
schemes—it requires a com-
prehensive, human-centered 
transformation. Education 
must not remain a privilege 
or even just a right; it must 
become a real opportunity. 
Every person deserves access 
to quality education, skill 
development, and fair employ-
ment. Economic systems must 
aim not only for profit but 
for social welfare. As Mahat-
ma Gandhi said, “Poverty is 
the worst form of  violence.” 

Until compassion and collec-
tive responsibility become 
part of  our social conscience, 
true development will remain 
incomplete.

Today, India presents a 
model of  inclusive growth—
where development is mea-
sured not only by GDP but by 
the upliftment of  the poorest 
citizens. The world can learn 
from this example: if  the 
world’s largest democracy can 
raise hundreds of  millions out 
of  poverty, then a poverty-free 
planet is not an impossible 
dream. Poverty is not just a 
statistic—it is the ultimate test 
of  our humanity. As long as 
even one person sleeps hungry, 
human civilization remains 
unfinished. The International 
Day for the Eradication of  Pov-
erty reminds us that true prog-
ress lies in bringing a smile to 
the face of  the last person in 
society. The time has come for 
a global vow—that “Equality, 
not poverty, will be our new 
creed.” When every nation, 
every society, and every indi-
vidual assumes moral respon-
sibility for this vision, that day 
will truly dawn when poverty 
will be history, not reality.

Poverty deprives individu-
als of  power, freedom, and the 
right to live with dignity. It is a 
tragedy no human being should 
ever experience. As Gandhi 
once said, “Poverty is not a 
divine curse—it is man-made 
and must be eradicated by man 
himself.” In India, the roots of  
poverty lie in overpopulation, 
weak agriculture, corruption, 
caste barriers, unemployment, 
illiteracy, and disease. In a free 
and democratic nation commit-
ted to equality and welfare, the 
existence of  a poverty line is 
not just an economic shame—it 
is a moral disgrace. The ques-
tion remains: What kind of  
government fails to provide 
bread to its people? What kind 
of  system cannot ensure safety, 
dignity, or education?

Leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi, Vinoba Bhave, and 
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya 
envisioned a society based on 
Antyodaya—upliftment of  the 
last person—and Sarvodaya—
welfare of  all. But politicians 
often turned these ideals into 
instruments of  personal gain. 
The slogan “Garibi Hatao” 
(Remove Poverty) ended up 
removing the poor themselves 
from the political imagination. 
The dream of  a balanced and 
equitable society can be real-
ized only when politics rises 
above self-interest and aligns 
itself  with the ethical spirit of  
social justice. That alone will 
build the New India envisioned 
by Modi—a nation where devel-
opment means dignity for all, 
and where no citizen is left 
behind. 

Author is a senior colum-
nist. He can be mailed at lalit-

garg11@gmail.com
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     Prophet Of Progress

Why Sir Syed's Vision Matters More Than Ever

MUSKAN SHAFI MALIK

A
s a student at Aligarh 
Muslim University 
(AMU), it is meaningful 
to observe 17 October 
as birthday of  Sir Syed 

Ahmed Khan, whose society and con-
tribution could be labeled as Eid-e-
Alig. On his 208th birthday, we keep 
his struggles in perspective, particu-
larly on his day. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 
was born into a respected family in 
Delhi in 1817 and received tradition-
al Islamic education, studied both 
Persian and Arabic. Early in life he 
showed an enthusiasm for modern 
scientific pursuits and Western edu-
cation. As a young person, he joined 
the British administration as a subor-
dinate judge in Ghazipur, where his 
occupation led him to be familiar with 
the social, educational and political 
condition of  the Indians and Muslim 
community. 

After the decline of  the Mughal 
Empire, and the decline of  Muslim 
society, he noticed the divide and the 
destruction of  community bounds to 
develop with the British and surely 
became concerned with the Muslim 
society. Before the Revolt of  1857 and 
during the British expansion, Khan 
was an advocate for Muslims to adopt 
modern education, learning English 
and the blessings of  scientific study, 
which was the foundation to his later 
enterprise of  social and educational 
reform.

In the aftermath of  the Revolt of  
1857, the world of  India had crumbled. 
Delhi lay vacant, the Mughal crown 
was shattered, and the Muslims of  
North India had lost their power, 
property and pride. From those ashes 
stood a quiet reformer named Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan. He realized that the 
struggle for honour would no longer 
be lived on the battlefield, but in the 
classroom.

For Sir Syed, the path to renais-
sance travelled through the mind. He 
was not a revolutionary but rather, 
a reconstructionist who wanted to 
rebuild a traumatized community 
through education, reason and con-
versation. However, it was the same 
pragmatism that made him a vision-
ary that also made him a target. The 
detractors of  Sir Syed thought of  
him as a loyalist who had too much 
in common with the British, an elitist 
who turned his back on the poor, and 
someone limited in his thinking who 
had emphasized Muslim identity and 
inadvertently left the door open for 
impending communal division.

A hundred years later, as India 
discusses education, identity, and 
secularism yet again, his life calls 
for a new assessment. After 1857, 
Muslims were cast as the primary 
perpetrators of  the revolt. Sir Syed, 
who had seen the chaos in Delhi up 
close, understood that his community 
could not go through another round 
of  violence. His pamphlet Asbab-e-
Baghawat-e-Hind (The Causes of  the 
Indian Revolt) was radical for its day: 

he attributed the revolt not to native 
"fanaticism," but to British adminis-
trative hubris and cultural arrogance. 
Still, he couched this criticism in 
reason, not revolt.

He concluded that the only way 
was education. In 1875, he started the 
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental Col-
lege, which would grow into Aligarh 
Muslim University (AMU). The prom-
ise was radical: to create and integrate 
Western sciences and Islamic morals, 
with a generation empowered by both 
faith and reason.

Through his journal Tahzib-ul-
Akhlaq, he urged Muslims to reject 
superstition and exercise reason. For 
him, science and religion were not 
antithetical. "The Quran," he wrote, 
"invites man to study nature, for both 
are creations of  God." The rationaliza-
tion of  belief  became his intellectual 
trademark.

Sir Syed’s reforms angered both 
conservatives and nationalists. The 
orthodox ulema of  his time con-
demned him as a heretic for question-
ing literal interpretations of  miracles 
and angels. The Deoband movement, 
founded around the same period, 
argued that his ideas diluted Islam 
under the influence of  the West. From 
the nationalist camp, figures like Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak and later Maulana 
Azad accused him of  dividing India 
along religious lines. His refusal to 
join the Indian National Congress in 
1885 which he saw as premature and 
dominated by the Hindu elite was 
read as a precursor to the “two-nation 
theory.” Even sympathetic historians 
such as Bipan Chandra saw him as too 
accommodating to colonial authority. 
Others labelled him an elitist reform-
er who worked only for the upper 
classes, not for the masses. To view 
Sir Syed’s loyalty to the British as ser-
vility is to ignore the world he lived in. 
The rebellion had destroyed Muslim 
social capital; thousands had been 
executed, lands confiscated, and jobs 
lost. His cooperation with the British 
was not ideological but strategic – an 
act of  survival. He believed political 
confrontation without education was 
suicide.

His recommendation for Muslims 
to engage in knowledge before enter-
ing the political arena, did not reflect 
retreat, but preparation... His idea 
was simple: “Read first, then rule.” 
He intended that Muslims would 
adapt to the new system, rather than 
succumb to it. Syed was far from a 
communal thinker, as he was con-
cerned with Muslim identity that 
was cultural, as opposed to separat-
ist. His vision for India was “a beau-
tiful bride, one eye Hindu, the other 
Muslim. Loss of  either reflects a 
loss of  vision.” The later communal 
politics of  the 20th century cannot 
be blamed on him; they were distor-
tions of  a message that was about 
coexistence. Syed was also working 
within a 19th century bigger move-
ment of  Islamic modernism, with 
people like Jamal al-Din al-Afghani 
and Muhammad Abduh, but his was 
specifically Indian, pluralist, dialog-
ic, and reformist approach.

He maintained that genuine faith 
can never be in conflict with reason 
because both arise from the same 
source of  divine revelation. In this, 
he resurrected the rationalist per-
spective of  early Islamic thinkers 
like Ibn Sina and Al-Farabi, who 
viewed knowledge as a form of  wor-
ship. His reinterpretation of  texts 
was less a matter of  contrariness 
than of  regeneration and essen-
tially implied a restatement of  
eternal truths in a newly emerging 
situation. In an age where religion 
and science frequently contradict 
one another, Sir Syed’s synthesis 
feels eerily relevant. He perceived 
the divine as not inhibiting reason, 
but inspiring it. Today, the Sir Syed 
legacy pertains to more than just the 
red-brick structures of  Aligarh. His 
life offers a moral lesson on mod-
ernising while maintaining your 
legitimacy and engaging with the 
state while preserving your digni-
ty. His assertion that advancement 
must begin in the classroom is a cau-
tionary note to contemporary India 
where educational indifference and 
the political framing of  education 
are threats to excellence and equity. 

His articulation of  education, ratio-
nal yet ethical, modern yet moral 
still feels like a lost ideal. 

Sir Syed’s idea of  cultural confi-
dence, not separatism is especially 
important in this age, when identity 
politics often deepens into hostilities. 
He believed that Muslims could be 
loyal to both Islam and India and did 
not see the two values as contradic-
tory. His belief  in reasoned discussion 
rather than confrontational means is 
a lesson for India’s increasingly pola-
rised society. He may have shaken off  
Congress in his lifetime, but his intel-
lectual descendants, both nationalists 
and  reformers, fought for India’s lib-
eration. As historian Francis Robin-
son observed, the Aligarh Movement 
it created indirectly the educated 
Muslim middle class that would form 
the groundswell for India’s national 
awakening even among those who 
disagreed with his cautious poli-
tics. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was not 
without flaws, no reformer is, and he 
sometimes could be conservative in 
temperament, cautious in politics, 
and limited by class bias. However, 
above all else, he was a man who had 
thought ahead of  his time.

He did not preach revolution, but 
transformation. He did not reject 
faith, but reinterpreted it. And he 
did not seek separation, but sur-
vival through understanding. In an 
age of  noise and certainty, his voice 
of  measured reason sounds almost 
prophetic. He once wrote, “When the 
Quran invites man to think, it is not 
commanding disbelief  it is command-
ing understanding.” That single sen-
tence sums up his life’s philosophy: 
that belief  without thought is stag-
nation, and thought without belief  is 
emptiness.

More than a century later, as India 
wrestles with questions of  identity, 
education, and harmony, Sir Syed’s 
message still whispers across time: 
progress begins in the mind, but it 
must never end at the cost of  the soul.

Author is Pursuing MA History at 
AMU. She can be mailed at muskan-

shafimalik@gmail.com

Sir Syed’s reforms 
angered both con-
servatives and 

nationalists. The ortho-
dox ulema of  his time 
condemned him as a 
heretic for questioning 
literal interpretations 
of  miracles and angels. 
The Deoband movement, 
founded around the 
same period, argued that 
his ideas diluted Islam 
under the influence of  the 
West. From the nation-
alist camp, figures like 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
and later Maulana Azad 
accused him of  divid-
ing India along religious 
lines. His refusal to join 
the Indian National Con-
gress in 1885 which he 
saw as premature and 
dominated by the Hindu 
elite was read as a pre-
cursor to the “two-nation 
theory.” Even sympathetic 
historians such as Bipan 
Chandra saw him as too 
accommodating to colo-
nial authority. Others 
labelled him an elitist 
reformer who worked only 
for the upper classes, not 
for the masses. To view Sir 
Syed’s loyalty to the Brit-
ish as servility is to ignore 
the world he lived in. The 
rebellion had destroyed 
Muslim social capital; 
thousands had been exe-
cuted, lands confiscated, 
and jobs lost. His coopera-
tion with the British was 
not ideological but strate-
gic – an act of  survival. He 
believed political confron-
tation without education 
was suicide.
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CM Omar Reviews 
development works, ongoing projects, 

and performance of  various departments 
in the district.

During the review, the Chief  Minister 
underscored the need to accelerate devel-
opment works with regular fortnightly 
monitoring, ensuring timely utilisation 
of  funds and preventing lapsing of  funds. 
He directed that all core infrastructure 
- healthcare, education, tourism, and hor-
ticulture initiatives be strengthened to 
enhance livelihood opportunities and eco-
nomic growth.

Emphasizing inter-departmental coor-
dination and rigorous project monitoring, 
the Chief  Minister directed officers to 
ensure time-bound completion of  all ongo-
ing works and effective delivery of  public 
services.

In his address, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah called upon the district admin-
istration to expedite implementation under 
the CAPEX budget, noting that current 
expenditure levels were low. He instructed 
the Deputy Commissioner to conduct fort-
nightly reviews to ensure full utilisation of  
allocations by December, ensuring timely 
execution of  works under SACSI and cau-
tioning against any lapsing of  funds.

Reiterating his government’s commit-
ment to development, the Chief  Minister 
assured that all significant and priority 
works would be taken up for implementa-
tion. He urged legislators to make opti-
mum use of  the Constituency Development 
Fund (CDF) for local projects, citing the 
construction of  marriage halls as one such 
viable initiative.

Speaking on the SASCI scheme, the Chief  
Minister said: “There is a big responsibil-
ity on us under SASCI. We must ensure 
full expenditure of  the funds received by 
December to secure the next instalment. 
I urge the Deputy Commissioner to moni-
tor progress weekly, address slippages 
promptly, and keep my office informed of  
any issues. I do not want a single SASCI 
project to suffer due to implementation 
delays.”

He further directed that utilisation of  
available funds be prioritised and assured 
that all legitimate public demands raised 
during the meeting would receive due 
consideration. “As we have done in the 
past year, we will continue to take up and 
execute as many developmental works as 
possible in the coming year,” he added, 
complimenting the district team for their 
efforts so far.

Earlier, the public representatives pre-
sented various constituency-specific issues 
and developmental demands for redressal.

On the occasion, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah e-inaugurated the Tehsil Office 
Building at Shangus and dedicated it for 
public use.

PM Modi Led Govt’s
country’s global standing has strength-

ened,” he said, adding that the govern-
ment’s vision is to build a self-reliant and 
secure nation rooted in cultural values.

Calling for public vigilance, Shah urged 

citizens to stay alert against those who 
seek to derail progress. “Only a stable gov-
ernment can ensure continuity of  develop-
ment and the safety of  the nation,” he said.

The Home Minister also launched a 
sharp attack on Lalu Prasad Yadav, the 
RJD, and the INDI Alliance, recalling the 
“jungle raj” era in Bihar marked by cor-
ruption and lawlessness. Expressing con-
fidence, Shah said the NDA would return 
to power in Bihar with the largest majority 
in two decades.

He also paid tribute to late BJP leader 
Brijmohan Ji, and remembered Loknay-
ak Jayaprakash Narayan and Bhikhari 
Thakur, calling them symbols of  Bihar’s 
political and cultural pride—(KNO)

MHA Orders Judicial
team will investigate the events that led 

to the law and order breakdown, the police 
response, and the circumstances surround-
ing the deaths of  the four individuals.

The unrest followed protests in Ladakh 
over demands for statehood and Sixth 
Schedule protections. Peaceful demonstra-
tions in Leh on September 24 escalated into 
clashes between youth and police, during 
which BJP offices and vehicles were set on 
fire. Four civilians died and more than 80 
people were injured. (KNS).

LG Travels To Russia
(formerly Twitter), the Office of  the J&K 

Lieutenant Governor, wrote, “Landed in 
Elista, Kalmykia, Russia. Looking forward 
to paying my obeisance to the holy relics of  
Lord Buddha and interaction with Mr. Batu 
Sergeyevich Khasikov, Head of  Republic 
of  Kalmykia, Head of  the Buddhists of  
Kalmykia, Shajin Lama of  Kalmykia, ven-
erable monks and local devotees.”

Senior Kalmykia officials, including 
First Deputy Chairman Tserenov Erdni 
Nikolayevich and Deputy Chairman 
Dzhambinov Ochir Vladimirovich, along 
with India’s Deputy Chief  of  Mission Nikh-
ilesh Giri, welcomed Sinha.

The Indian delegation will accompany 
the relics back to India on October 19. The 
Golden Abode of  Shakyamuni Buddha in 
Elista has enshrined the relics since Octo-
ber 11, attracting devotees and dignitaries 
from India and Russia.

Before his departure, Sinha expressed 
gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on X, calling the assignment a ‘sacred 
opportunity’ and invoking the Buddhist 
mantra, ‘Om Namo Buddhaya’.

India’s Ministry of  Culture, in collabora-
tion with the International Buddhist Con-
federation (IBC), the National Museum, 
and the Indira Gandhi National Centre for 
the Arts, organised the exposition.

A press conference at the monastery 
last week featured dignitaries, includ-
ing Batu Khasikov, Head of  Kalmykia, 
Keshav Prasad Maurya, Deputy CM of  
Uttar Pradesh, Indian Ambassador Vinay 
Kumar Abhijit Halder, and senior Buddhist 
monks.

Participants highlighted the event’s 
significance in promoting Lord Buddha’s 
message of  peace, spiritual pilgrimages, 

and strengthening India-Russia cultural, 
academic, and people-to-people exchanges.

The visit marks a landmark in cultur-
al diplomacy, showcasing India’s efforts 
to preserve and share Buddhist heritage 
worldwide while strengthening spiritual, 
academic, and people-to-people ties with 
Russia.

Congress Denies
externally, we will remain united to stop 

the BJP’s ambitions,” he said—(KNO)

NIA Charges Migrant
contact with LeT handlers in Pakistan 

through cyberspace and conspired with 
them to target non-believers in Tamil 
Nadu. Further inquiries revealed that he 
attempted to procure arms and weapons 
to carry out a jihadi-style attack aimed at 
destabilizing the country.

The NIA confirmed that the accused’s 
plans were foiled through coordinated 
action by the agency and other security 
forces.

Investigations in the case, registered as 
RC-01/2025/NIA/CHE (Akhalatur LeT and 
Salafi Ideologue case), are ongoing to pre-
vent radicalisation and violent extremism 
in India.

India Now Unstoppable,
moved from being among the fragile five 

to becoming one of  the world’s top five 
economies…from chips to ships, India is 
self-reliant and filled with confidence in 
every sphere,” he said. (PTI)

NC, PDP Yet To
accompanied by his supporters.
According to the Election Commission 

of  India (ECI), candidates can submit their 
nomination papers until October 20 for the 
27-Budgam and 77-Nagrota constituencies.

Scrutiny of  nominations will be held on 
October 22, while the last date for with-
drawal of  candidature is October 24.

Voting for the by-elections is scheduled 
on November 11, with counting set for 
November 14—(KNO)

All Eyes On Independents,
opposition bloc. Kulley contested the last 

Assembly election as an independent after 
being denied a party ticket.

Interestingly, he also accompanied the 
NC’s Rajya Sabha candidates to the office 
of  the Returning Officer on October 13, 
when they submitted their nomination 
papers.

Khursheed’s Awami Ittehad Party does 
not exist in the records of  the Election 
Commission of  India, and he contested the 
election as an independent.

With the BJP just one vote short of  vic-
tory on the fourth Rajya Sabha seat, the 
entire attention has shifted to independent 
MLAs in the Assembly given opaque voting 

rules for them.
According to officials of  the Election 

Commission of  India (ECI), open ballot 
voting applies only in elections to the Rajya 
Sabha. “Every political party which has 
members in the Assembly can appoint an 
authorized agent to verify whom its mem-
bers have voted for. The authorized agent 
will be seated inside the polling station 
in seats provided by the Returning Offi-
cer. In the case of  MLAs who are members 
of  political parties, after they mark their 
vote and before inserting the ballot into the 
box, they are required to show the marked 
ballot paper to the authorized agent of  
their party,” the officials said.

However, they added that independent 
MLAs are required to insert the marked 
ballot paper into the ballot box without 
showing it to any agent. “If  they display 
their vote to anyone, including the autho-
rized agent of  any political party, it is liable 
to be cancelled,” they said—(KNO)

CM Omar Under Fire For Comparing Prepaid Electricity Meters To Mobile Recharges
SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah faced back-
lash for comparing prepaid 
electricity meters to mobile 
recharges, with critics accus-
ing him of  making a U-turn 
on his pre-election promise.

The installation of  smart 
meters has been one of  the 
most debated issues in Kash-

mir, with residents opposing 
them for being more expen-
sive than previous meters.

Over the past few years, 
hundreds of  protests have 
been held across the region 
against the rollout. During 
the election campaign, Abdul-
lah criticised the meters and 
told voters that he would 
address the issue after win-
ning office.

Before the assembly elec-
tions, he had told voters that 
smart meters were being 
installed even though elec-
tricity supply was not yet 
available, and people would 
be required to pay bills in 
advance. He promised that 
the issue would be addressed 
after the elections.

After assuming office, 
Omar described prepaid elec-

tricity meters as similar to 
prepaid mobile phones. He 
said consumers pay first and 
then use electricity, ques-
tioning why people were con-
cerned and pointing out that 
the meters were installed 
across the region, not just in 
Jammu.

The shift in stance has drawn 
criticism from political leaders 
and social media users.

People’s Conference (PC) 
president Sajad Gani Lone 
said Abdullah’s earlier assur-
ances about electricity units 
were misleading and accused 
him of  reversing his position.

Sajad Gani Lone said, “Now 
this is no longer about free 
200 units of  electricity. This is 
about CM sahib lying through 
his teeth. The comparison 
between the pre- and post-elec-

tion videos of  CM sahib about 
smart meters unambiguously 
and digitally nails the lies and 
deception. Mark my words, 
this is the ‘coffee and toffee’ 
moment for CM sahib for all 
times to come.”

Senior Congress leader 
Vikar Rasool said the pre-
election promises now 
appeared inconsistent with 
his current remarks. “Omar 

Abdullah spoke about install-
ing smart meters before the 
elections, but where did that 
honesty go after he became 
Chief  Minister?”

Meanwhile, social media 
users also criticised the Chief  
Minister. Many highlighted 
clips from his campaign 
statements alongside his 
recent comments, accusing 
him of  a U-turn—(KNO)

Ladakh Violence
Act Responsibly, Don’t Repeat Past Mistakes: CS Tells People After MHA Probe      Week Long Outreach 

Programme On ABS For 
Migrants Concludes At New Delhi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The week-long out-
reach camp organized by the Relief  
Organization, J&K, in collaboration 
with the J&K State Health Agency 
(SHA) in Delhi NCR area concluded 
successfully Friday.

The outreach camp was held 
in Noida, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, 
Gurgaon, and other areas, in 
which more than 400 new fami-
lies were enrolled under the 
Ayushman Bharat Scheme, and 
the members of  many already 
enrolled families were added. 
Facilitation regarding various 
Government schemes and ser-
vices being offered by the Relief  
Organization was also provided 
in these special camps.

The camp was held under the 
overall supervision of Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner (M), 
J&K, Dr. Arvind Karwani, who was 
assisted by Assistant Commissioner 
(Relief), Kailash Devi; officers of  
SHA and Relief Organization.

Dr. Karwani also interacted with 
the social activists and representa-

tives of various organizations of  
Kashmiri migrants at New-Delhi 
and patiently listened to their sug-
gestions/ grievances related to 
immovable properties of migrants 
in Kashmir Valley, development of  
robust database of migrants and 
various services being offered by 
the Relief Organization. There was 
a general demand that more such 
outreach programmes be organized 
in future.

On the occasion, Dr Karwani 
also reviewed arrangements for 
the Kashmiri Migrant voters 
based in New-Delhi for the Bye 
Election of  Budgam Assembly 
Constituency, which is going to 
polls on 11-11-2025 with Assistant 
Returning Officer Delhi.

Dr Karwani impressed upon 
ARO and his team to reach out 
to the migrants and create voter 
awareness and offer all possible 
facilitation to them for smooth 
voting process.

He was informed that four spe-
cial polling stations have been estab-
lished for the facility of Kashmiri 
migrant voters in Delhi.

SAJID RAINA

LEH: Soon after the Ministry 
of  Home Affairs (MHA) ordered 
a judicial probe into September 
24 Leh violence, which left 4 
people dead and several injured, 
Chief  Secretary of  Ladakh Dr 
Pawan Kotwal on Friday urged 
the people to ‘act responsibly’ 
and avoid repeating the past 
mistakes.          

Addressing a news confer-
ence here Dr Kotwal, said, “We 
have come out of  a painful 
experience. Let us not repeat it. 
The Government of  India has 
responded positively to every 
major demand, including the 
judicial inquiry. Now it is time 
for peace, progress, and unity. 
Ladakh’s future depends on our 
collective responsibility.”

Dr Kotwal expressed deep 
sorrow over the tragedy, recall-
ing his visit to the hospital where 
doctors performed 11 complex 
surgeries overnight, saving mul-
tiple lives. “Their competence, 
dedication, and the blessings 
of  God saved many people,” he 
said. “Only five patients remain 
hospitalized, mostly with bone 

injuries, and are expected to 
recover within two weeks.”

Dr Kotwal said that the Gov-
ernment of  India has responded 
to public demand for transpar-
ency by ordering judicial inqui-
ry to be conducted by former 
Supreme Court Judge Justice B 
S Chauhan, who will be assisted 
by an IAS officer and a senior 
judicial officer. “The order has 
been issued, and the Commis-
sion will begin its work imme-
diately. Its purpose is to uncover 
the truth and ensure that such 
an incident never happens 
again,” the Chief  Secretary said.

Dr Kotwal said that most 
people who were detained after 
the Leh violence have been 
released. “Only 23 individuals 
remain in judicial custody under 
the authority of  the courts.  The 
law will take its course  and 
public order must be maintained 
at all costs,” he added.

Dr Kotwal thanked com-
munity leaders for their coop-
eration in restoring peace and 
normalcy, highlighting that 
internet services, schools, mar-
kets, and tourism activities have 
now resumed. “We have just 

withdrawn restrictions under 
Section 163. Our goal is to keep 
Ladakh peaceful and stable,” he 
said.

Dr. Kotwal said, “We cannot 
afford another incident. Once 
large crowds form, emotions 
rise and control becomes diffi-
cult. I request everyone not to 
gather in large numbers. Let’s 
focus on rebuilding our peace 
and progress.”

He commended the patrio-
tism and peace-loving nature of  
Ladakh’s people, noting their 
historic contribution to nation-
al security through the Ladakh 
Scouts regiment. “Ladakhis are 
known for their nationalism 
and devotion to the country. No 
one can ever doubt their patrio-
tism,” he added.

The Chief  Secretary said that 
the High-Powered Committee 
(HPC) meeting regarding Lada-
kh’s constitutional safeguards 
will be held shortly. “The Govern-
ment of  India has accepted the 
demand for a judicial inquiry. The 
next step is to hold the HPC meet-
ing where all issues and demands 
will be discussed and resolved 
through dialogue,” he said.

Dr Kotwal said the adminis-
tration is considering compen-
sation for the families who lost 
their breadwinners in the inci-
dent. “If  an innocent person has 
suffered, the government is posi-
tive about providing compensa-
tion as per law. The issue is not 
money, but principle,” he said.

Security Measures Dr Kotwal 
explained that the Rapid Action 
Force (RAF) has been deployed 
in replacement of  existing 
forces not as an addition. “The 
RAF is better trained for mob 
control and reduces the risk of  
casualties. We now have two 
normal and two RAF companies 
deployed,” he said.

He stated that the Govern-
ment of  India is moving ahead 
with plans to create five new dis-
tricts in Ladakh, as announced 
in August . The proposal is cur-
rently under consideration by the 
Ministry of  Finance for approval 
of  necessary posts and resources.

On the issue of  internet sus-
pension, Dr. Kotwal acknowl-
edged the difficulties faced by 
students and businesses. “Stu-
dents depend on online classes 
and YouTube courses. Traders 

and professionals also rely on 
connectivity. That’s why we 
restored internet services as 
soon as the situation improved,” 
he explained.

Dr Kotwal said that applica-
tions for district-level job recruit-
ment have been invited and that 
LSSB exams are scheduled for 
November. “Our focus now is on 
education, employment, and tour-
ism revival,” he said.

The Chief  Secretary 
announced that Ladakh will par-
ticipate in the WTM London Exhi-
bition an important global tour-
ism event, to promote the region 
and attract visitors. “We are 
trying to revive tourism which 
was affected by recent events. 
Peace and stability are essential 
for Ladakh’s economy,” he said..

He reiterated that traditional 
village headmen (Goba)play a 
crucial role in maintaining com-
munication between communi-
ties and the administration. 
“They are respected figures 
and are appointed by the Dis-
trict Commissioner. Their coop-
eration is vital for maintaining 
public order and community 
welfare,” he said—(KNO)
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HEALTH & MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
                 GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, ANANTNAG

                              COLLEGE CAMPUS, DIALGAM ANANTNAG J&K-192210

Subject:  Engagement of candidate for the post of Speech Therapist on academic arrangement basis 
under S.O-364 of 2020, dated: 27.11.2020 in GMC Anantnag.

Ref.:-  1. Advertisement Notice No. 04 GMCA of 2024, dated: 14.07.2025.
	 2.	Notification	No.	GMCA/Estt./Rec./2025/6192-97,	dated:	06.09.2025.
	 3.	Notification	No.	GMCA/Estt./Rec./2025/6215-!9,	dated:	09.09.2025.

ORDER NO: 592 GMCA of 2025 
DATED:13/10/2025

Pursuant	 to	 the	 selection	 list	 issued	 vide	 Notification	 No.	 GMCA/Estt./Rec./2025/	 6192-97,	 dated:	
06.09.2025,	 the	 below	mentioned	 candidate	 who	 has	 submitted	 her	 Personal	 verification	 Rolls	 (PVR)	
through online mode to the Criminal Investigation Department qrs. and upon receipt of the same from CID 
qrs. vide Form No.'s 137244, dated: 06-10-2025, is hereby engaged as Speech Therapist on Academic 
Arrangement Basis under S.O -364 of 2020, dated: 27.11.2020 in Govt. Medical College Anantnag for a 
period	of	one	(01)	year,	extendable	upto	06	years	(on	yearly	basis	subject	to	the	satisfactory	performance)	
or	till	such	posts	are	filled	up	by	the	competent	authority	on	regular	basis,	whichever	is	earlier.

S. No. Name of the 
candidate Fathers Name Post Name Address Category

1. Mariya Amin Mohammad 
Amin Mir

Speech 
Therapist

Manzimpara Shopian, 
J&K 192303 OM

The	above-mentioned	selected	candidate	is	directed	to	join	GMC	Anantnag	at	office	of	the	Principal,	Main	
Campus	Dialgam	within	a	period	of	21	days	 from	the	date	of	publication	of	 this	engagement	order	and	
shall	be	allowed	to	join	on	production	of	the	following	documents/testimonials	in	original	for	verification.
I.	 Essential	Qualification	Certificate(s).
II.	 Marks	Certificate(s)	of	essential	qualification.
III.	 D.O.B.	Certificate.
IV.	 10th/12th	Marks	sheet.
V.	 Registration	Certificate.
VI.	 Domicile	certificate.
VII.	 Category	certificate	(if	any).
VIII.	 Health	Certificate.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
1.	 In	case	the	selected	candidate	fails	to	join	within	a	period	of	21	days	from	the	date	of	publication	

of	 this	engagement	order,	 it	will	be	presumed	 that	 the	said	candidate	 is	not	 interested	and	her	
engagement shall be cancelled ab-initio.

2.	 If	the	candidate	is	found	guilty	of	impersonation	or	submitting	fabricated	or	tempered	documents/	
testimonials	or	making	statement	which	are	 incorrect/false	or	suppressing	material	 information	
shall	render	such	person	liable	for	legal	action	under	law	and	her	candidature	shall	be	cancelled.	In	
case such a defaulter is traced after selection, her contract shall be terminated.

3.	 The	candidate	shall	have	to	submit	an	affidavit	duly	attested	by	the	Judicial/	Ist	Class	Magistrate	to	
the effect that: -

a.	 That	 in	case	any	adverse	 report	about	Qualification,	Date	of	Birth,	Marks	Certificates,	Reserved	
Category	certificate,	Domicile	Certificate	etc,	if	any,	is	received	from	the	concerned	authority,	I	shall	
have no right to claim my engagement as such & shall be deemed to have been cancelled ab-initio. 
I	will	not	also	claim	for	any	dues	from	GMC	Anantnag	as	well	in	that	case.

b. I shall not claim for any regular appointment in the department.
c.	 I	will	not	participate	in	any	kind	of	strike	during	my	tenure.
d. I shall remain disciplined during my tenure of service in the institute.
e.	 I	 am	 not	 involved	 in	 any	 criminal/subjudice	 activity	 nor	 there	 is	 any	 FIR/Court	 Case	 pending/

registered	in	the	Police	Department/Court	of	Law	against	me.
f. I have fully understood the terms, conditions and nature of my engagement in GMC Anantnag on 

academic	arrangement	basis	and	will	not	claim	for	any	regularization/extension	after	completion	
of	the	term	(beyond	06	years)	or	at	any	point	of	time.

4. The engagement is purely on temporary basis for a period of one year on academic arrangement 
basis	 or	 till	 posts	 are	 filled	 on	 regular	 basis,	 whichever	 is	 earlier.	 However,	 the	 services	 of	 the	
engaged	person	shall	be	terminated	in	case	her	performance	is	not	satisfactory/upto	the	mark.

5.	 The	contractual	engagement	shall	not	confer	any	right	on	the	appointee	to	claim	extension	or	for	
regular appointment at any point of time.

6.	 The	above	engagement	shall	be	subject	to	the	outcome	of	the	writ	petition,	if	any,	pending	before	
the	Hon’ble	court	of	law.

7.	 The	salary	of	the	engaged	candidate	shall	be	kept	withheld	and	shall	be	drawn/disbursed	only	after	
the	receipt	of	verification	report	of	documents/	testimonials	from	the	concerned	quarters.

No.GMCA/Estt./Rec./2025/	7259-64		 Principal/Dean,	
Dated:	13/10/2025		 Govt.	Medical	College,	Anantnag

DIPK-7290-25
DT: 17/10/2025

Hope next Trump-Putin 
meeting will be more fruitful: 
German Ambassador

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Germany's 
Ambassador to India, 
Philipp Ackermann on 
Friday hoped that the 
proposed next meeting 
between US President 
Donald Trump and his Rus-
sian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin will be "more fruit-
ful" than the last one held 
in Alaska. Speaking at the 
NDTV World Summit, the 
diplomat stated that Ger-
many looks at the situation 
in Ukraine with great con-
cern and feels the desire to 
see an end to the conflict 
between Moscow and Kyiv.

"I think we in Germany, 
and I think that's valid for 
across Europe, look with 
great concern and preoc-
cupation of  what happens 
in Ukraine. You know, 
you talk about fatigue and 
exhaustion. I think we had 
a wake-up call, two-three 
weeks ago when all of  a 
sudden Russian fighter jets 
entered NATO territory for 
15 minutes or something. 
Then we had drones over 
Scandinavian airports, all 
of  a sudden, it's not clear 
whether they were Rus-
sian, but the likelihood is 
there. So, I think Europe 
more and more feels under 
threat," said Ackermann.

"So, I think we don't feel 
the exhaustion or fatigue. 
We feel the desire and the 
urge to end this war. And 
you mentioned a possible 
meeting between Presi-

dent Putin and President 
Trump. I hope it will be 
more fruitful than the last 
one. But at the same time, 
I think it is very important 
to see that the American 
side has now at least allud-
ed to being ready to deliver 
talks to the Ukrainian side 
and that makes Russia, I 
think, a little nervous and 
maybe that is also a sign 
of  strength that you say, 
you know, we don't accept 
everything, we want to be 
allies. You know, Pete Hegs-
eth has said it at the NATO 
Defence Council recently, 
we are not standing idle, 
we will do something and 
therefore, I think you have 
to have this mixture of  
strength, decisiveness, but 

also readiness for dialogue. 
Unlike the Middle East, I 
don't see cessation of  hos-
tilities, that's what it is in 
the Middle East. It's not a 
peace process yet, I hope. It 
will be one, but it's not one 
yet. I hope, we'll see that in 
Russia and Ukraine soon," 
he added.

The German Ambas-
sador mentioned that 
Ukraine is helping Ger-
many when it comes to 
combatting drone attacks.

"Let me tell you one 
thing, basically, Ukrainians 
are helping us now because 
they are pretty good when it 
comes to drones and drone 
attacks and also drone 
combat and fighting drones. 
Their technology is really 

advanced. Ours is not, so we 
will learn from them. But 
what you rightly say is that 
all of  a sudden we see Rus-
sian warfare. I mean, if  it is 
Russian, I think we have to 
be very careful so far. It has 
not been proven, but I think 
there is a likelihood at least 
there, has crossed borders, 
NATO territory, and that's 
provocation. We have to 
react and I think what you 
see all across Europe, includ-
ing the UK, of  course, we 
will have to put our armed 
forces in a position to fight 
that, to deter this aggression 
and therefore, you will hear 
that my country's defence 
spending is going up big time 
in order to put our army in a 
better state."

Real challenge lies in implementation 

of Gaza peace plan: UK envoy
IANS 

NEW DELHI:  Express-
ing relief  over the Israel-
Hamas ceasefire, British 
High Commissioner to 
India Lindy Cameron on 
Friday said that the real 
challenge lies in the imple-
mentation of  the peace 
plan as it is just the begin-
ning of  the process and not 
the end.

"I am from Northern Ire-
land and for me it is very 
personal. The ceasefire is 
the beginning of  the pro-
cess, it is not the end. There 
are many years of  work to 
go and many challenges 
ahead, but you must start 
because violence is not a 
way to resolve this. There 
is a complex journey. 
There are tough decisions. 
There are huge implemen-
tation challenges," Camer-
on said at the NDTV World 
Summit.

Having worked in the 
Middle East for long, the 
High Commissioner high-
lighted the significance of  
sustaining the ceasefire.

"I have worked in the 
Middle East for long. It is 
very hard to predict how 
it will go... I am just hope-
ful that we see peace. The 
profound sense of  relief  
that everybody felt when 
the hostages returned this 
week, that profound sense 
of  hope and optimism is 
something we must hold 
on to. The challenge will 
be in implementation," she 
mentioned.

Cameron also described 
British Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer's recent 
visit to India as "fantastic" 
while recalling the warm 
welcome extended to the 
leader and the accompany-
ing delegation in Mumbai. 
She said that UK sees its 
ties with India as "future 
facing partnership" and 

referred to people of  Indian 
origin in the UK an "amaz-
ing living bridge."

She also recalled Starm-
er's visit to the Yash Raj 
Studios, where he watched 
the 'Romantics' trailer.

"As we received the 
Prime Minister, the Busi-
ness Secretary, the Scot-
tish Secretary, our Invest-
ment Minister, 126 people, 
the Prime Minister joked 
that they had to hire a 
larger plane because there 
were so many people that 
wanted to come. So, it was 
genuinely a wonderful 
visit, and I think Mumbai 
couldn't have hosted us 
better. I think there were 
more than 5,000 post-
ers around the whole of  
Mumbai, and they were lit 
up on the sea link as well.

"So, a genuinely warm 
welcome, and I think that 
comes to the relationship 
between the two Prime 
Ministers, also between the 
two nations. We see this as 
a genuinely future-facing 
partnership where we see 
a fantastic set of  existing 

ties. Almost two million 
people in the UK of  Indian 
origin, that is an amazing 
living bridge. But actually, 
what that ought to be is a 
superpower for the future, 
where we turn that into 
amazing opportunities for 
businesses to work togeth-
er and that's what I saw 
happening," Cameron said.

Earlier this month, 
Starmer arrived in 
Mumbai for a two-day visit 
to India at the invitation of  
PM Narendra Modi. This 
was Starmer's first official 
visit to India after assum-
ing office. During the visit, 
Starmer held a meeting 
with Prime Minister Modi, 
with talks focused on 
boosting ties.

The British High Com-
missioner also spoke 
about the recent India-UK 
defence Exercise Konkan, 
terming it a "real signal" 
that the UK sees India as 
a significant power of  the 
future.

"We were delighted that 
the Indian carrier and the 
UK carrier were able to 

undertake quite a complex 
exercise off  the west coast 
of  India, last week. I think 
really testing each other, 
some fantastic pictures of  
our aircraft flying together 
and indeed of  the two car-
riers together and I think it 
is a real signal that we see 
India as a significant power 
of  the future. We want to see 
India as its best self  in the 
future, and we want to be 
part of  that as well in terms 
of our defence relationship. 
So, the carriers are impor-
tant, and of course our naval 
cooperation is really signifi-
cant. We've had a number of  
conversations in the course 
of  the last year about the 
importance, for example, 
of  the maritime security 
in the Indian Ocean... But, 
we've also signed a letter of  
intent around the electric 
propulsion for ships, one 
of  these really innovative 
future things which the 
UK has long experimented 
with, but I think is a really 
key part of  India's future 
too.

"And of  course, finally, 
we had as part of  the UK 
delegation last week, the 
CEO of  Rolls-Royce, Tufan 
Erginbilgic, who was 
here describing the kind 
of  wider vision for how 
we think UK defence and 
wider civilian capability 
and power, for example, 
can participate in India's 
future, including made 
in India. So, I think real 
opportunities, and I think 
for us, there is a future 
thinking about both of  our 
security, but there's also a 
future thinking about both 
of  our prosperity and we 
see huge opportunities and 
huge complementarity for 
us across those industries, 
for our industries to work 
together," she added in 
her remarks at the NDTV 
World Summit.

PM Modi meets Egyptian FM, 
hails President Sisi's 'crucial 
role' in Gaza Peace agreement

World sees opportunity 
in unstoppable India as a 
responsible partner: PM Modi

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Friday said that before 2014, 
the discussions used to be 
how India would brace for 
global headwinds but in the 
last 11 years, we have defied 
all odds, coming out of  the 
‘fragile five’ to rank among 
the top 5 economies, and are 
on our way to become the 
third-largest.

Beginning his much-
awaited address at the 
‘NDTV World Summit 2025’ 
here with a ‘Happy Diwali to 
all’ message, the Prime Min-
ister said India was in policy 
paralysis 11 years back.

“But India took on every 
challenge and today, the 
world respects us,” said PM 
Modi.

The Prime Minister fur-
ther stated that there are 
several roadblocks across 
the world at the moment, 
and the topic of  the Summit 
— Unstoppable India — 
becomes relevant.

The Prime Minister 
lauded India's growth in 
the artificial intelligence 
(AI) space, saying Google's 
latest $15 billion invest-
ment to make the country 
a global AI hub “marks a 
milestone in its growth”.

He stated that India's 
average growth has been 

7.8 per cent.
This week, the merchan-

dise exports data came out, 
and India's exports have 
grown by about 7 per cent, 
said PM Modi.

India’s merchandise 
exports in September rose 
6.75 per cent to $36.38 bil-
lion compared to the same 
month of  the previous year, 
despite the punitive tariffs 
imposed by the US. The 
exports in September were 
also higher on a month-on-
month basis than the cor-
responding figure of  $35.1 
billion for August.

"S&P upgraded India's 
credit rating after 17 years. 
Today, big investments are 
being made in the green 
energy and semiconductor 
sectors. IMF did an upward 
revision of  India's growth. 
UK PM Keir Starmer came 
to India with his biggest 
trade delegation. It showed 
the world sees opportunity 
in India. The world sees 
India as a responsible part-
ner," he added.

“India has proved every-
one wrong. Today, world's 
50 per cent digital trans-
action happens in India. 
India's UPI dominates 
global digital payments. 
India performed better 
than every estimate. This 
is India's moment," PM 
Modi highlighted.

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Minister of  
Foreign Affairs of  Egypt, 
Badr Abdelatty called on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi today 
before wrapping up his 
two-day visit to the coun-
try.

"Pleased to receive For-
eign Minister of  Egypt, 
Dr. Badr Abdelatty. Con-
veyed deep appreciation 
for my friend, President 
Sisi for his crucial role 
in the Gaza Peace Agree-
ment. India-Egypt Strate-
gic Partnership continues 
to grow from strength to 
strength for the benefit 
of  our people, our shared 
region and the humanity," 
PM Modi posted on X after 
the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
Prime Minister conveyed 
his warm congratulations 
to President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi for Egypt's crucial 
role in the Gaza Peace 
Agreement and expressed 
hope that it would lead to 
lasting peace in the region.

"Foreign Minister 
Abdelatty briefed the 
Prime Minister on the 
first India-Egypt Strategic 
Dialogue being held during 
his visit. The Prime Min-
ister expressed satisfac-
tion at the progress being 
achieved in various areas 
of  bilateral cooperation, 
including trade, technol-
ogy, energy, defence and 
people-to-people ties," read 
a statement issued by the 
Prime Minister's Office 
(PMO).

Abdelatty, who is on 
his first visit to India as 
a Foreign Minister, held 

the First India-Egypt Stra-
tegic Dialogue alongside 
External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S Jaishankar on 
Thursday evening.During 
the meeting, EAM Jaishan-
kar highlighted that India 
and Egypt share commit-
ment to the progress of  the 
Global South.

"India and Egypt share 
a commitment to the prog-
ress of  the Global South 
and the strengthening of  
independence and free-
dom of  choice of  nations 
in world affairs. This soli-
darity will surely guide 
our discussions today," 
EAM Jaishankar said in 
his opening remarks at the 
strategic dialogue.

EAM Jaishankar also 
mentioned that the first 
India-Egypt Strategic Dia-
logue is a milestone in bilat-
eral ties which have seen 
intensified cooperation in 
various domains since the 
elevation of the relationship 
to the level of  a Strategic 
Partnership in 2023.

"Our political contacts 
and coordination have 
been strong and sustained, 
including in the multilat-
eral side. Our defence and 
security exchanges have 
grown. Trade and invest-
ment continue to be prom-
ising, and we will discuss 
how to take them forward. 
We can also explore pos-
sibilities in digital public 
infrastructure, fintech, 
pharma, space, startups, 
and green technologies. As 
befitting two old civiliza-
tions, culture and people-
to-people exchanges also 
occupy an important place 
in our ties," the EAM said 
in his remarks.

EAM Jaishankar meets Brazil VP, discusses strengthening bilateral ties
IANS 

NEW DELHI: External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) S 
Jaishankar on Friday held 
a meeting with the visiting 
Brazilian Vice President 
Geraldo Alckmin in New 
Delhi as both sides discussed 
ways to enhance coopera-
tion across several sectors, 
including trade, investment, 
energy, connectivity, health 

and technology. Alckmin 
is also Brazil's Minister of  
Development, Industry, 
Trade and Services.

"A pleasure meeting Ger-
aldo Alckmin, Vice-Presi-
dent and Minister of  Devel-
opment, Industry, Trade 
and Services of  Brazil. 
Discussed the potential for 
greater cooperation in trade, 
investment, energy, connec-
tivity, health and technolo-

gy," EAM posted on X after 
the meeting.

On Thursday, Vice Presi-
dent C P Radhakrishnan 
met his Brazilian counter-
part, with talks focused on 
enhancing energy coopera-
tion, deepening partnerships 
in pharmaceuticals, defence, 
research investments, con-
nectivity, and collaborations 
in emerging areas such as 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

and digitalisation.
In a post on X, the Vice 

President's office wrote, 
"Vice-President of  India, 
CP Radhakrishnan, met 
Geraldo Alckmin, Vice-
President and Minister of  
Development, Industry, 
Trade and Services of  
Brazil, who is on an official 
visit to India, at the Vice-
President’s Enclave today."

“The two leaders 

expressed optimism about 
strengthening trade and 
economic ties. They dis-
cussed enhancing energy 
cooperation, deepening 
partnerships in pharma-
ceuticals and defence, 
boosting research invest-
ments, improving connec-
tivity, and collaborating 
in emerging areas such as 
Artificial Intelligence and 
digitalisation,” he added.

India’s gold 
reserves soar past 
$100 billion mark

IANS 

NEW DELHI: India’s gold 
reserves, held by the RBI 
as part of  the country’s 
foreign exchange reserves, 
have surpassed the $100 
billion mark for the first 
time ever on the back of  
a sharp rise in the price 
of  the precious metal and 
increased purchases by 
the central bank.

The gold component 
in India's forex reserves 
increased by $3.595 bil-
lion to $102.365 billion in 
the week ended October 
10, RBI data released on 
Friday showed. However, 
overall foreign exchange 
reserves declined $2.18 
billion to $697.784 bil-
lion as the RBI released 
dollars to prop up the 
rupee.

Gold's share in India's 
foreign exchange reserves 
has almost doubled over 
the past decade -- from 
below 7 per cent to nearly 
15 per cent -- reflect-
ing both steady central 
bank accumulation and 
a surge in global bullion 
prices.This is the highest 
proportion of  gold in the 
country’s total reserves 
since 1996-97, according to 
market analysts.

Gold prices have shot 
up by as much as 65 per 
cent in 2025 due to the 
increased demand for the 
precious metal as a safe 
haven asset amid rising 
geopolitical uncertainty 
in the Middle East and the 
trade wars triggered by 
the US tariff  hikes.
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FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

BOOK YOUR
TICKETS NOW

Saturday, 18  October 2025th

SUNNY SANSKARI KI TULSI KUMARI (UA13+)
 HINDI - 11:50 AM

JOLLY LLB 3 (UA16+)
HINDI - 06:00 PM

KANTARA A LEGEND: CHAPTER 1 (UA16+)
HINDI ATMOS - 11:30 AM, 03:00 PM, 06:30 PM

HINDI - 01:45 PM, 05:15 PM

LOVE AAJ KAL - RE-RELEASE (U/A)
HINDI - 11:00 AM

Movies Schedule

www.bookmyshow.com 
www.inoxmovies.com 

Paytm, Inox App 

  OR 

Directly from the 
  booking counter 
  at the cinema.   

Want Rohit and Virat to play 2027 ODI WC, but will 
have to perform continuously, says Mishra

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Former India 
leg-spinner Amit Mishra said 
he wishes to see batting stal-
warts Rohit Sharma and Virat 
Kohli feature in the 2027 ODI 
World Cup, but emphasised that 
consistent performance and fit-
ness will be key to their selec-
tion for the mega event.

The upcoming series against 
Australia, starting in Perth on 
Sunday, marks the return of  
the veteran batting stalwarts 
to international cricket after 
more than seven months. Both 
last featured internationally 
in India’s triumph in the 2025 
Champions Trophy in March.

“I see India winning this 
series over Australia. I am a 100 
percent Indian team supporter, 
and I want India to win the 
series. The performances have 
been going great. Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli's experience is 
also there, and I think this is 
a positive thing for the Indian 
team.”

“They are seniors, but I want 
them to perform well for the 
Indian team for as long as pos-
sible. I want them to be in the 
World Cup as well. When there 
is pressure in the World Cup, 

the young players get a lot of  
support from their experienced 
players,” Mishra told IANS on 
the sidelines of  Media Mantra's 
MM Dialogues 2.0 in Gurugram 
on Friday.

He further spoke about how 
the longevity of  Rohit and Virat 
in ODIs will depend on fitness 
and consistent performances. 
“I said this before that I want 
to see them play there. But for 
that, they will have to perform 
continuously. Everyone knows 
how important fitness is for the 
Indian team. They will have to 
be fit and perform well. But it 
is good for them as well. If  they 
go and play matches after this 
series or play domestic match-
es, it is good for them as well as 
for the Indian team.”

“Being in the World Cup 
depends on their performance. 
Of  course, it does - these people 
have made the rule that whoev-
er performs will be on the team. 
There is no doubt that you are 
a senior, but performance mat-
ters a lot these days. It depends 
on how match-fit you are. I want 
them to go and play.”

“The most important thing 
is that you keep talking to 
them. It is important for every-
one, as you can see the same 

result when you talk to them. 
The more you talk to them, the 
clearer their mind will be. They 
will know what their responsi-
bilities are and what they have 
to do,” elaborated Mishra.

Asked about the challenges 
of  playing just one format, 
Mishra felt the clarity of  being 
in one format could help both 
players focus better. “I think 
they will focus better, as they 

know that they have to play in 
the same format. They know 
how to play, and moreover, the 
pressure is less. They are not 
playing in two formats. They 
have to play in one format and 

perform at one place.”
“They know where they have 

to bat and which bowler they 
have to play against. They have 
the experience, but they have 
to be match fit. As I said earlier, 
you have to be at a certain level 
to play for an Indian team.”

“All of  them are doing it. But 
the most important thing for 
them, whether they perform or 
not, is to be match fit and play 
in the domestic circuit. It's good 
for them, I've said it before, and 
I'm saying it again, it's good for 
the team too.”

Mishra added that the pres-
ence of  senior players like Rohit 
and Kohli will be crucial for 
Shubman Gill’s growth as cap-
tain in ODIs. “Gill has handled 
everything very well in his cap-
taincy stint so far. He is leading 
from the front and has shown 
that. The best thing is that he is 
enjoying it. He is communicat-
ing with all the players. Since 
he has been a captain, he is per-
forming well.”

“As a youngster, there is no 
pressure on him to be a captain, 
and he is performing well for 
the Indian team. I hope that, 
as the captain, along with the 
senior players, you perform 
well for the Indian team. When 

a big series comes, it's good for 
the team to have their (Rohit 
and Virat) experiences. It's good 
for the team, and for them too, 
because the youngsters will be 
on the right track. Plus, it will 
be a good thing for Shubman 
too in being the captain.”

“Both of  them are players 
who are always ready to help. 
It's not like they'll show their 
ego, or they'll say that they don't 
want to play, and would try to 
put them down. Instead, they're 
very supportive, especially Rohit. 
I've never seen Rohit's attitude 
around, never supporting any 
youngsters or anything like 
that. It's always been a positive 
support for both of  them, and I 
think it will be very beneficial for 
Shubman Gill.”

“It will be very beneficial for 
the team to benefit from Kohli 
also, because when the senior 
is there during pressure time, 
he tells the players how to play 
when the wicket is down, when 
to play shots, and when to play 
aggressively. So I think it will be 
very beneficial for the team, but 
I would also like them to per-
form well together because it 
will be very good for the Indian 
team if  they both perform,” he 
concluded.

Labuschagne replaces Green in 
Australia’s squad for India ODIs

Real Kashmir FC withdraw from Super 

Cup; Dempo FC named replacement
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Real Kash-
mir FC have pulled out 
of  the upcoming AIFF 
Super Cup 2025-26 owing 
to visa delays for their 
foreign players, the club 
announced on Thursday.

The Srinagar-based 
side’s withdrawal has led 
to Dempo SC being named 
as their replacement in the 
tournament, which kicks 
off  in Goa on October 25.

Real Kashmir, popularly 
known as the Snow Leop-
ards, were drawn in Group 
A, dubbed the “Group of  
Death”, alongside Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant, East 
Bengal FC, and Chennai-
yin FC. The team had been 
slated to face East Bengal 
in the tournament opener 
on October 25, followed by 
fixtures against Mohun 
Bagan SG on October 28 
and Chennaiyin FC on 
October 31.

However, logistical chal-
lenges in securing travel 
documents for their over-
seas players forced the 
I-League outfit to withdraw 

from the competition just 
days before its start.

Confirming their deci-
sion, All India Football Fed-
eration posted on X. “Real 
Kashmir FC have with-
drawn from AIFF Super 
Cup 2025-26, as VISAS for 
their foreign players could 
not be secured. They will 
be replaced by Dempo SC.”

The decision comes as a 
major blow for Real Kash-
mir, who were keen to test 
themselves against the 

country’s top-flight clubs 
after a promising I-League 
campaign. The team’s for-
eign contingent - instru-
mental in their recent per-
formances - were key to 
their Super Cup ambitions, 
making their absence a deci-
sive factor in opting out.

Earlier, the AIFF’s execu-
tive committee confirmed 
that the Super Cup will be 
held from October 25, whilst 
approving the federation’s 
Request for Quotation (RFQ) 

for selecting an agency 
to manage the process of  
awarding the tender for the 
Indian Super League.

As per the Supreme 
Court order on September 
2, AIFF has to take neces-
sary measures to ensure 
the Indian football calendar 
begins on time, which would 
need the football governing 
body to find a new commer-
cial partner, after failing to 
reach a new Masters Right 
Agreement with the AIFF.

Secy Transport visits IDTR Kot 

Bhalwal, reviews ongoing works
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Secretary, 
Transport department, 
Avny Lavasa Friday visited 
Institute of  Driving Train-
ing and Research (IDTR) 
located at Kot Bhalwal here 
and held detailed assess-
ment of  ongoing works.

The visit was part of  
department’s focused 
efforts to expedite the 
development of  critical 
transport infrastructure 
in the Union Territory.

The Secretary was 
accompanied by Transport 
Commissioner, Vishesh 
Paul Mahajan; Additional 
Transport Commissioner, 
Anju Gupta; Superintendent 
Engineer, PW (R&B) Jammu, 
Additional Secretary, Trans-
port, Regional Transport 
Officer (RTO), Jammu; 
Executive Engineers PWD 
& Mechanical and Assis-
tant Engineers PWD and 

Mechanical Departments.
At the outset of  the visit, 

Transport Commissioner, 
presented a detailed over-
view of  the IDTR project. 
He informed the Secretary 
about components of  the 
institute like Administra-
tive Block, Hostel Block, 
various driving test tracks, 
and other associated infra-
structure being devel-

oped to facilitate profes-
sional driver training and 
research.

During the inspection, 
Secretary assessed the 
progress of  civil works 
and examined key train-
ing facilities such as 
driving simulators, class-
rooms, laboratories and 
other equipment essential 
for modern driver educa-

tion. She also held on-site 
deliberations regarding 
coordination, quality con-
trol and future operational 
planning of  the IDTR.

Expressing concern 
over delays in the comple-
tion of  critical infrastruc-
ture, the Secretary issued 
firm instructions to the 
Executive Engineers, PWD, 
Mechanical and Electrical 
to ensure timely execution 
of  all pending works. She 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  adhering to the 
stipulated timelines and 
directed that the balance 
works must be completed 
within next 15 days.

Avny Lavasa also reiter-
ated the Transport Depart-
ment’s commitment to 
developing state-of-the-art 
training and testing facili-
ties in J&K to enhance road 
safety, reduce accidents 
and professionalize driver 
training standards.

IANS 

PERTH: Australia all-
rounder Cameron Green 
has been ruled out of  
the upcoming ODI series 
against India due to side 
soreness, with Marnus 
Labuschagne named as his 
replacement. The injury 
has been assessed as low 
grade and Cricket Aus-
tralia (CA) has opted for 
a precautionary approach 
given Green’s significance 
to their Ashes plans.

Green will miss the 
three ODIs scheduled 
for October 19, 23 and 25, 
but is expected to return 
for Western Australia’s 
next Sheffield Shield fix-
ture starting October 28. 
The all-rounder made his 
bowling comeback in last 
week’s Shield match - his 
first since undergoing back 
surgery last year - where 
he picked up a wicket in 
a four-over spell. CA con-
firmed that his current 
setback is unrelated to 
the operation he had last 
October.

"Green will complete a 
short period of  rehabili-

tation and is tracking to 
return to play in round 
three of  the Sheffield 
Shield to continue his 
preparation for the Ashes," 
CA said in a statement this 
morning.

Labuschagne returns to 
the ODI setup in the midst 
of  a rich form, as two of  
his four centuries for his 
domestic side, Queensland, 
have come in the 50-over 
format. The top-order 
batter was initially over-
looked for selection after 
he returned scores of  1 and 
1 in the home ODIs against 
South Africa in August.

This marks Australia’s 
third enforced change 
ahead of  the series opener 
against India - Josh 
Philippe stepped in for 
Josh Inglis, who remains 
sidelined with a calf  strain, 
while Matthew Kuhne-
mann replaced Adam 
Zampa, who is unavailable 
for the series opener due to 
family commitments.

From the second fix-
ture onwards, Australia 
will have Zampa, Inglis 
and Alex Carey ready to 
feature.

JDF Exits PAC Just Months 
After Formation of Alliance

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Less than four 
months after three political 
parties in Jammu and Kash-
mir announced the forma-
tion of  People’s Alliance 
for Change (PAC), one of  its 
constituents — Justice and 
Development Front (JDF) 
, a party comprising of  
former members of  banned 
outfit Jamaat-e-Islami— on 

Friday walked out of  the 
coalition due to differences 
in its “modus operandi.”

The alliance, formed 
just a few months ago, 
included Sajjad Lone’s 
Jammu and Kashmir 
People’s Conference, the 
People’s Democratic Front 
(PDF) and JDF.

“We wish to announce, 
with great mutual respect, 
that the Justice and Devel-
opment Front (JDF) has 
decided to exit the People’s 
Alliance for Change (PAC), 
which came into existence a 
few months ago in collabora-
tion with the People’s Con-
ference (PC) and the People’s 
Democratic Front (PDF),” 
the JDF said in a statement.

The outfit said it 
believes pursuing an inde-
pendent course will better 
serve its vision, values, and 
principles.

“…within the alliance 
framework, JDF has always 
exercised its democratic 
right to express differing 
opinions. After due reflec-
tion, we believe that pursu-
ing an independent course 
will better serve our vision, 

values, and principles,” the 
statement said.

Though the JDF cited 
“certain differences” in 
the working style of  the 
PAC, it didn’t provide the 
specifics. However, sourc-
es in the know say that the 
outfit wanted to field their 
candidate in the upcom-
ing bypolls in the Budgam 
assembly seat, sched-
uled to go to the polls in 
November. But the PAC 
is believed to be pushing 
for Hakeem Yaseen as its 
joint candidate.

With the exit of  JDF, it 
will be a difficult run for 
the PAC candidate as the 
outfit could have managed 
support from this region.


