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justice & dignity for terror victim families.

Justice, dignity to family
members of civilian martyrs
killed by Pak-backed
terrorists my top priority

..Nagrota Bypoll Heats Up

BJP Fields Devyani
Rana On Legacy Ticket

CM Reviews Readiness
Of Integrated Mining
Surveillance System

Calls For Implementation Of A
Robust System In Mining Operations

D Y

Terrorism Ingrained
In Pakistan’s DNA: LG

| have assured the family
members that their
decades-long trauma,
torment and suffering is over

We will ensure all the
support so that they can
reclaim their lives

Meets Terror Victim Families In Kupwara, Addresses NoKs Of Terror Victims
Al L

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said on
Wednesday that right from its
independence, Pakistan had
made terrorism a part of its
state policy, adding that the
administration would act
firmly against all elements

Families of civilians who
were killed by Pakistan-
backed terrorists also
suffered systemic barriers

YOGESH

JAMMU: In a move poised
to leverage family legacy
and voter sympathy, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Wednesday offi-

All obstacles are now
removed and we are

-

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah Wednesday
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting of the Mining
Department at the Civil Sec-
retariat here to assess the
department’s modernization
initiatives, regulatory frame-
work, and ongoing reforms
in mineral management and
surveillance.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
Additional Chief Secretary
to the Chief Minister Dheeraj
Gupta, Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Mining Department
Anil Kumar, Director Geol-
ogy & Mining, all Deputy
Commissioners, Superin-
tendents of Police, and other

ment’s performance, high-

lighting technological
advancements, regulatory
reforms, exploration proj-
ects, and financial outcomes
achieved in recent years.

A major highlight of the
review was a presentation
and live demonstration of
the Integrated Mining Sur-
veillance System (IMSS) — a
digital initiative developed
in collaboration with BISAG
(Bhaskaracharya Institute
for Space Applications and
Geoinformatics). The IMSS
portal and mobile application
provide real-time monitoring
of mining activities through
dashboards integrated with
e-Challan and e-Market sys-
tems. This innovation aims
to enhance transparency,
accountability, and regula-
tory compliance in mineral

of the terror ecosystem in the
Union Territory.

LG Manoj Sinha met fami-
lies of terror victims at Dard-
pora in Kupwara district,
close to the Line of Control
(LoC) in north Kashmir.

"I have assured the family
members that their decades-
long trauma, torment and suf-
fering is over. We will ensure
all the support so that they
can reclaim their lives," the
Lieutenant Governor said
while addressing the families
of civilian martyrs Killed by
Pakistan-backed terrorists.
He also addressed terror
victim families at Government

Degree College Kupwara and
assured the family members
of proper rehabilitation and
strictest punishment to the
culprits.

The Lieutenant Gover-

nor said justice, respect and
dignity to family members
of civilian martyrs Killed by
Pakistan-backed terrorists is
his top priority. He said crimi-
nal justice eP-06

LG Visits Vajr Division's Roshan Mustagbil In Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

erment centre at Zangli,

run by Indian Army’s Vajr

K Mohan Nair, YSM, SM,
General Officer Command-

ensuring justice and dignity
for terror victim families

Difficult to articulate the
pain and suffering of terror
victim families due to their
profound emotional and
psychological trauma

Culprit Pakistani terrorists
and their support system
in the valley ran a false
narrative for three decades

Pakistan, breeding ground
for terrorism, is exposed
now and those involved in
peddling fake narrative on
behalf of terrorists will be
brought to justice

So far around 250 families

cially announced Devyani
Rana as its candidate for
the high-stakes Nagrota
Assembly bypoll, setting
the stage for a fiercely
contested battle in the
Jammu region.

The announcement
comes just weeks before
the November 11 poll-
ing date, with the con-
stituency — a traditional
BJP stronghold - having
fallen vacant following the
untimely death of Devy-
ani's father and senior
BJP leader Devender
Singh Rana, on October
31, 2024.

Devyani Rana, 32,
the daughter of the late
MLA and niece of Union
Minister Jitendra Singh,
expressed unbridled confi-
dence in carrying forward

provided with government

KUPWARA: Lieutenant Division to channelise local

senior officers of the depart-
ment.

During the meeting, the
Additional Chief Secretary,
Mining, gave a detailed
presentation on the depart-

operations across Jammu
and Kashmir.

He informed the meeting
that over 243 triggers have
already been generated for
field verification eP-06

Governor Manoj Sinha
Wednesday visited 'Roshan
Mustaqgbil', a youth empow-

talent into education, skills
and livelihood. He was
accompanied by Maj Gen

ing, Vajr Division and other
senior officers.

The centre currently has
over 690 youth eP-06

jobs. This mission will

continue till justice is done
to every affected family

her father's “winning
streak” during a media
interaction at her resi-
dence in Jammu.
Surrounded by eP-06

Judge This Govt After 5
Years Report Card: Dy CM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary Wednesday reiterated
that the present dispensa-
tion is fully committed to the
overall development and wel-
fare of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

He made these remarks
during an extensive tour of
Chanpora Constituency in
Srinagar.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister said that the Omar
Abdullah-led government is
focused on ensuring equita-
ble and sustainable develop-
ment across all regions of the
Jammu and Kashmir.

“People will judge this
government after our five-
year report card,” he assert-
ed.

During his tour, the
Deputy Chief Minister,
accompanied by local legisla-
tor Mushtag Ahmad Guroo,

inspected several ongoing
developmental projects in
the constituency.

The projects inspected
include Community Centre
Hyderpora, Marriage Hall
Haranbal Natipora, Bailey
Bridge project at Chanpora,
as well as widening of Rawal-
pora-Mocho Road. He also
reviewed the progress on
the Bund Road project from
Chanpora to Natipora Junc-
tion and other ongoing works
across the constituency.

While inspecting the Com-
munity Centre oP-06

Cabinet Gives Its Nod For Introduction
Of Three Key Bil

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The cabinet on
Wednesday gave its nod for intro-
duction three key bills in the
upcoming session of Jammu &
Kashmir Legislative Assembly.

Sources said that the cabinet
gave its nod for amendments
to the Jammu & Kashmir Pan-
chayati Raj Act, 1989 and the
Goods & Services Tax Act, 2017,
as well as for the enactment of
the Jammu and Kashmir Shops
and Business Establishment
Bill, 2025.

According to sources, the
amendment to the Panchayati
Raj Act, 1989 proposes to raise
the upper age limit for the State
Election Commissioner (SEC)
from 65 years to 70 years.

With the proposed amend-
ment, the upper age limit would
be enhanced to 70 years.

The government also gave
its go ahead for the Jammu and
Kashmir Shops and Business
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Establishment Act-2025.

)

The proposed legislation
mooted by the Labour & Employ-
ment Department aims at regulat-
ing working conditions, employ-
ment practices, and operational
standards for shops and other
business establishments in the

Union Territory.

It also gave go-ahead for
introduction of amendments in
the Jammu and Kashmir Goods

and Services Tax Act 2017.

The cabinet has also given
nod for the removal of the qual-
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engineering departments.

has given nod to eP-06

ification requirement under
the State Marriage Assistance
Scheme. As per existing guide-
lines, a girl availing benefits of
the scheme must be middle pass.

The cabinet has also given nod
to in Schedule II of Jammu and
Kashmir Engineering (Gazetted)
Services Recruitment Rules 1978
which would pave the way for fill-
ing the posts of Chief Engineers
and other higher-ups in different

It has been learnt that cabinet

CS Reviews Roadmap For Mega
Youth Engagement Programme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Sec-

retary, Atal Dulloo, T —
Thursday reviewed P, '
a detailed pre- [/ }'

sentation by the

Planning, Devel-

opment & Monitor-

ing Department on
“Youth Engagement:
Building Tomorrow’s
Leaders”, which outlines
an integrated framework
aimed at empowering the
youth of Jammu and Kash-
mir through sports, culture,
education, entrepreneurship,
and digital innovation.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretary,
Culture; Commissioner
Secretaries of GAD, Youth
Services & Sports, and Flo-
riculture; Secretaries of
School Education, Health &
Medical Education, and Skill
Development Departments;
besides several other Heads
of Departments and senior

officers.

At the outset, the Chief
Secretary termed the
youth engagement
programme a signif-

icant step towards
) ‘ . nurturing creativi-
A ty,innovation, and

¥ leadership among
young people across
the Union Territory.
He emphasized the need
to make the initiative mul-
tidisciplinary so that every
young person is engaged
meaningfully in line with
their individual talents and
aspirations.

The Chief Secretary
impressed upon departments
including Youth Services &
Sports, Culture, School Edu-
cation, Higher Education,
Health, Rural Development,
and others to devise strate-
gic departmental plans for
engaging maximum youth
across their respective sec-
tors. He also directed the
Deputy eP-06

Pressure To Deliver Mounts As Omar-
Led Govt Completes One Year In Office

People Await Progress On Manifesto Vows, Opposition Slams NC For ‘Failure’

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: The pressure
to deliver on the promises
has been mounting for the
ruling regime in Jammu
and Kashmir as the National
Conference (NC) government
completed one year in office
on Wednesday, while all the
promises from one lakh jobs
to free units of electricity and
12 gas cylinders remain unful-
filled.

On October 16, 2024, the
first government in the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, led by Omar Abdul-
lah, assumed office here after
the NC-Congress alliance
secured an absolute majority
in the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly elections, winning
48 seats. NC carried the alli-
ance to victory by winning 42
seats, while Congress could

The mood across Jammu
and Kashmir is a mix of cau-
tious hope and growing impa-
tience.

Riding a wave of optimism,
the NC swept to power last
year, pledging 12 flagship
promises made on the party's
manifesto ahead of the 2024

Yet, as the government
marks its first anniversary,
many of those promises
remain in the realm of rheto-
ric.

The ruling regime after
taking over has kept its prom-
ise so far only on passing the
resolution on eP-06

Private Schooling In J&K Costs

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: In Jammu and
Kashmir, on an average a
student of private senior sec-
ondary institute bears a cost
of over Rs 37,000 on school
expenditure during the cur-
rent academic year.

Besides, the students of gov-
ernment secondary schools
also spent over Rs 14,000 on
school expenditure during the
current academic year.

The official figures avail-
able, reveal that on an aver-
age, a senior secondary stu-
dent in both rural and urban
areas of Jammu and Kasmir
reported spending of Rs 37,291
on school expenditure during
the current academic year.

$CM Ko

It also states that on an
average the student govern-
ment higher secondary spends
at least Rs 14,652 on school
expenditure during the cur-
rent academic year.

Earlier in September, KNO
reported that in Jammu and
Kashmir, 87 percent of stu-
dents are paying course fees
in schools. However, on the
contrary only 57.1 percent
students pay such charges at
the national level.

The official figures reveal
that at least 87 percent of stu-
dents reported expenditure
on course fees by level of cur-
rent enrolment for Jammu
and Kashmir including 89.3
percent among the male and
84.3 percent among eP-06

India Elected Unopposed To
UN Human Rights Council

For 2026-23
e
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UNITED NATIONS: In a sig-
nificant diplomatic affirma-
tion, India has been elected
unopposed to the United
Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) for the
2026-28 term. This will be
India’s seventh term on the
premier human rights body,
underscoring its continued
role in global human rights
discourse.

The election was conduct-
ed Tuesday by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly. Following the
announcement, India’s Per-
manent Representative to the
UN, Ambassador P. Harish,

Term

e

stated that the election is a
testament to the country’s
“unwavering commitment
to human rights and funda-

mental freedoms.”
In a social media post,
Ambassador Harish

expressed that India looks
forward to serving this
objective during its upcom-
ing tenure. He also extended
gratitude to all the member
states for their “overwhelm-
ing support.”

The UN Human Rights
Council, headquartered in
Geneva, is the principal UN
body responsible for promot-
ing and protecting human
rights worldwide. eP-06
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ivCom Kashmir
eviews Winter
reparedness at Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir,
Anshul Garg Wednesday
chaired a high-level meet-
ing of officers at D.C Office
Kupwara to review the dis-
trict’s preparedness for the
upcoming winter season.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commis-
sioner Kupwara, Shrikant
Balasaheb Suse; SSP Kup-
wara, Syed Al-Tahir Gilani;
ADDC, ADC Kupwara,
ADC Handwara, besides,
all district and sectoral
officers.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner
took a detailed review of
snow clearance machinery,
availability of essential
commodities, power and
water supply prepared-
ness, healthcare arrange-
ments, and communication
strategies for snow-bound
and border areas includ-
ing Karnah, Keran, Machil,
Jumagund and Budnamal.

He directed all the
departments to ensure
prompt and coordinated
action plans are in place
to tackle any exigencies
during snowfall.He also

took review of District
Capex Budget and some
major Projects.

The Div Com took
review of the availability
of essential commodities
in border and hilly areas
and was informed that

adequate stock of essen-
tial commodities including
food grains, LPG and other
essentials are available in
areas like Karnah, Keran,
and Machil for the upcom-
ing winter season.

Deputy Commissioner

Kupwara assured that all
necessary measures have
been initiated and the
administration is fully
geared to meet any winter
challenges.

The Divisional Com-
missioner appreciated
the efforts of the district
administration and urged
for continued coordination
among the departments to
ensure public convenience
and safety.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also took review
of the ongoing construc-
tion of RKCTC National
Highway, Mission YUVA
and Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abiyan.

Regarding redressal of
public grievances, the Div
Com directed the SDMs
and Tehsildars to fix the
Grievances Redressal
Day in their jurisdictions
to ensure effective public
outreach.

He also directed the con-
cerned officers for timely
disposal of migrant land
applications after follow-
ing the devised checklist.
Besides, officers were
directed to ensure strict
adherence to PSGA during
the delivery of the services.

DC Shopian reviews progress
of works of RDD Sector

Rl dod
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SHOPIAN: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian,
Shishir Gupta Wednesday
chaired a review meeting
to assess the status and
progress of works being
executed by the Rural
Development Department
(RDD) as part of the Dis-
trict Capex Budget, 2025-26.

During the meeting, DC
was informed that under
the current financial year,
a total of 1565 works have
been approved in the RDD
sector across different
blocks of the district. Out
of these, 250 works have
been completed so far
while the execution of the
rest of works is ongoing.

The DC emphasized
the need to accelerate the
pace of execution so that
all approved works are
completed within the stip-
ulated time frame keeping
in view the approaching
winter season.

He also directed con-
cerned to maintain trans-
parency, quality control
and regular monitoring
through field inspec-

tions with corresponding
booking of expenditure
on account of completed
works.

While reviewing the
block-wise status, the DC
called upon the officers to
prioritize public utility and
community-oriented proj-
ects that directly benefit
rural populations.

He stressed on judi-
cious utilization of funds
under the District Capex
and underlined the impor-
tance of coordination for
achieving set targets, both
in physical and financial
aspects.

Frontline engineering
RDD staff was instructed
to improve the work per-
formance and ensure cent
percent quality execution
of approved plan of activi-
ties during the current
financial year.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commission-
er, Dr. Nasir Ahmed Lone;
ACD, Muzaffar Ahmad;
DSEO, ExEn, REW, AEEs,
JEs, Panchayat Secretaries
and other officials of the
RDD.

Training Programme on Incident
Response System Held in Pulwama

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: District Disas-
ter Management Authority
(DDMA) Pulwama, in collab-
oration with the Department
of Disaster Management,
Relief, Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction (DMRR&R),

Wednesday organised a one-

E SYSTEM (IRS)

ement Authority, Pulwama ‘\

day training programme
on the Incident Response
System (IRS) at the Circuit
House, Pulwama.

The programme aimed
to strengthen the district-
level response mechanism
and promote coordinated
and effective action during
emergencies and disasters.

During the event, Deputy
Secretary, DMRR&R,
Snober Jamil conducted an
orientation session, sensi-
tising participants about
their respective roles and
responsibilities under the
IRS framework.

She highlighted the
importance of prepared-
ness, coordination, and
timely response to mitigate

the impact of disasters.
Additionally, Brig. Kuldip
Singh (Retd) delivered an
insightful virtual session
on the concept, objectives,
and functioning of the Inci-
dent Response System. He
emphasised the need for a
clear chain of command,
defined responsibilities, and

efficient resource mobilisa-
tion during crisis situa-
tions. Participants were
also briefed on the roles of
Incident Commanders and
other designated officers,
integration of line depart-
ments, and the mechanisms
for coordination at district
and tehsil levels.

The event also outlined
the objectives and structure
of IRS, its integration with
departments such as Police,
Fire & Emergency Services,
Health, PWD, Jal Shakti, Infor-
mation and others. Emphasis
was laid on conducting regu-
lar training sessions and mock
exercises to enhance prepared-
ness and improve inter-agency
coordination.

SKUAST-K Kickstarts “Catch Them Young” Mission under SKIIE Centre

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: An Aware-
ness-cum-Sensitization
Programme entitled
“AgriNovate 1.0: Redefin-
ing Organic Agriculture
through Innovations &
Start-ups” was success-
fully organized in collabo-
ration with Government
Degree Collage Pulwama
Wednesday under the
Alternate system of Agri-
culture for sustainability
(HADP-16) by the Sher-e-
Kashmir Innovation,
Incubation and Entrepre-
neurship Centre (SKIIEC),
SKUAST-Kashmir.

The event aimed to
promote organic agricul-
ture and inspire youth to
explore innovation-driven
and entrepreneurial ven-
tures in the agri-sector.

During the programme
Chief Executive Offi-
cer/Head, SKIIE Centre,

SKUAST-K, Naveed Hamid,
emphasized the impor-
tance of innovation-led
approaches in transform-
ing traditional farming sys-
tems toward commercially
viable approaches through
scientific innovative inter-
vention. He gave stress on
changing the mindset and
mapping the same with
new trends in agriculture
and agribusiness system
for ideation generation.
He elaborated on the
objectives of HADP-16 and
the crucial role of SKIIE
Centre under the dynamic
leadership of Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof. Nazir A Ganai
and Director Research
SKUAST K, Prof. Haroon
R Naik in promoting inno-
vation, incubation, and
start-up culture within the
agricultural ecosystem of
Jammu & Kashmir.
Professor, Government
Degree College, Pulwama,

Dr. Naveed Ahmad, high-
lighted the importance of
integrating organic farm-
ing practices with scientific
interventions to enhance
productivity, profitability,
and environmental health.

The Technical Session
was presented by Direc-
tor Happico Industries, Dr.
Rouf Ahmad and Direc-
tor Glowtips, Dr. Muneer
Ahmad who deliberated on
the importance of organic
farming technologies,
start-up opportunities,
value addition, and policy
support for agri-entrepre-
neurship.

They emphasized the
role of SKUAST-Kashmir
in providing incubation
and handholding support
and skill-based training to
aspiring agri-preneurs.

HADP-16 Staff member,
Dr. Shayista Fayaz, briefly
threw light on startup
opportunities in the organ-

ic sector and support under
HADP to kickstart their
enterprise followed by a
briefing on registration
process for Agri-Innovate
Hackathon/ Grand Chal-
lenge.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students,
start-up aspirants, and
faculty members of Govt.
Degree college Pulwama
who engaged in interactive
discussions on the poten-
tial of organic agriculture
as a sustainable and profit-
able enterprise and shared
out of the box ideas with
the technical team.

Later an hour delibera-
tion with Principal GDC
Pulwama Prof. Haris took
place on remodifying the
traditional educational and
Agricultural system and
mapping the mindset of
these young minds towards
Agri-Startups culture.
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MD KPDCL Visits Gurez, Directs
Robust Winter Preparedness

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GUREZ: The Manag-
ing Director of Kashmir
Power Distribution Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL),
Mahmood Ahmad Shah,
Wednesday concluded
an extensive tour of the
remote Gurez sub-division
to take stock of the power
infrastructure and ensure
a reliable supply of elec-
tricity to the residents
ahead of the forthcoming
winter season.

The Managing Direc-
tor was accompanied by
a team of senior officers,
including the Chief Engi-
neer, Distribution KPDCL,
Nisar Ahmad Lone; Chief
Engineer, Projects KPDCL,
Er. Mohd. Hussain Shah;
Superintending Engineer
0&M Circle Ganderbal, Er.
Arshad Hussain Reshi; and
the Executive Engineers
of ED Bandipora, Er. Aijaz
Ahmad Salati, and STD
Ganderbal, Er. Shameem
Ahmad.

The MD and his team

held a comprehensive
meeting with field officers
to review power availabil-
ity readiness and critical
winter preparedness mea-
sures to minimize outages
during heavy snowfall and
harsh weather.

The MD also conducted
a detailed review of the
upcoming Kanzelwan 6.3
MVA Receiving Station, the
commissioning of which is
scheduled soon. This new
receiving station is poised
to be a game-changer, sig-
nificantly enhancing the
reliability and quality of
power supply to the entire

Gurez region.

The MD directed the
concerned engineering
teams to expedite the
remaining works to ensure
the station is operational
before the onset of peak
winter.

As part of the visit, the
MD and his team also con-
ducted a thorough inspec-
tion of the Dam Toe Power
House (3x0.8 MW), which
is a key source feeding the
Dawar Receiving Station in
Gurez. The MD took spe-
cial note of its operational
preparedness, as the pow-
erhouse is crucial for sup-

plying power in isolation
mode during peak winter,
when the grid supply from
Bandipora Grid is often cut
off due to heavy snowfall
and avalanches.

Furthermore, the Man-
aging Director issued strict
instructions to the officers
to ensure the adequate
availability of High-Speed
Diesel (HSD) fuel to power
the Generating Sets in the
off-grid areas of the sub-
division, ensuring contin-
ued power supply to these
remote locations during
periods of heavy snowfall
and road closure.

The meeting also
assessed the status of vari-
ous works being executed
under the Revamped Dis-
tribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS). A key highlight
was the MD's directive to
all officers to ensure the
fast-track execution of all
RDSS works to complete
the projects within the
stipulated timelines and
strengthen the distribution
network before winter.

DLSA Srinagar holds 4th Quarterly UTRC Meeting

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Srinagar, under the
aegis of Jammu & Kashmir
Legal Services Author-
ity, held its 4th quarterly
Under Trial Review Com-
mittee (UTRC) meeting
Wednesday at the District
Court, Srinagar.

The meeting was chaired
by Principal District & Ses-
sions Judge (Chairman,
DLSA) Srinagar, Tasleem
Arief and was attended
by Sub-Judge/Secretary
DLSA Srinagar, Sajad Ur
Rehman;, Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate Srinagar,
Aadil Fareed; SSP Central
Jail Srinagar, Sheikh Zul-
fikar Azad; SP Headquar-
ters Srinagar, Umer Shah,;
Senior Public Prosecutor,
District Court Srinagar,
Meena Gowhar; Senior

Medical Officer, Central
Jail Srinagar, Dr. Suhail
Jan; and Legal Aid Defence
Counsels, Srinagar.

The meeting brought
together officials from the
judiciary, police, admin-
istration, and medical
departments to discuss
ways to ensure quick and

fair trials for under trial
prisoners.

During the session, the
committee reviewed five
cases of under trial pris-
oners. Each case was dis-
cussed in detail to under-
stand the situation of the
individuals and to suggest
steps for speeding up the

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

legal process. The rec-
ommendations aimed at
making trials faster while
protecting the rights of
those in custody.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Tasleem Arief
stressed the importance
of UTRC meetings in
improving the justice
system and protecting
the rights of under trial
prisoners. He said that
holding such meetings
regularly is essential to
ensure transparency,
fairness, and efficiency in
legal proceedings.

DLSA Srinagar contin-
ues to work for the protec-
tion of under trial prison-
ers’ rights, making sure
they get speedy and fair
trials. The UTRC meet-
ings are an important step
towards building a more
just and efficient legal
system.

OFFIGE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PW (R&B) DIVISION SHOPIAN

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT No: 46/5150-60/RnB/ SPN /e-Tendering/2025-26 Dated:- 15-10-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on ltem rate/Percentage basis from approved and
eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

CIVIL WORKS
SINGLE COVER SYSTEM (upto Rs.2.50 Crores)

Major Head AdvCost| Eamest Class of Time of Costof
S.No Name of Work / (Rs.in | Money De- . T/Doc | AAANo. Date TS No. Date
of Account . Contractor | Completion
Lacs) posit (Rs) (Rs.)
Construction of R Wall near . 33/TS/RnB/
- Constituency 130-DDCS
1 |nouse of Aljaz Ahmad Zargar\ o1 ment| 2928 | 4456/- DEE | 20days | 200/- | OF2025Dat- | SP"/2025-26
at Hindu Mohalla Bongam Dated: 14-10-
. Scheme ed:-11-10-2025
Shopian. 2025
Construction of Drain from . 33/TS/RnB/
. Constituency 130-DDCS
o |Naik Mohalla to H/O Ab\p o\ ment! 0031 | 1862/- | DEE | 20days | 200/- | OF2025Dat- | SP"/2025-26
Rashid Wani at Naik Mohalla Scheme ed-11-10-2025 Dated: 14-10-
Meemander Shopian. ’ " 2025
Construction of R Wall near| Constituency 130-DDCS :ﬁ(};ggg%é
3 |land of M Hussain Teli and|Development| 1.060 2120/- DEE 20days | 200/- | OF2025 Dat- Dr;ted' 14-10-
others at Gagren Shopian Scheme ed:-11-10-2025 2625

Position of funds:- Committed

as per schedule of dates given below:-

Project Authority= District Development Commissioner Shopian
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 15-10-2025
2 Document downloading Start Date. 16-10-2025 From 10:00 A.M
3 Document Downloading End Date. 23-10-2025 upto 2:00 P.M
4 Bid submission Start Date. 16-10-2025 From 10:00 A.M
5 Bid Submission End Date. 23-10-2025 upto 2:00 P.M
6 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)  |24-10-2025 at 10:00 A.M
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of e-Challan/treasury challan /Demand Draft

in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian

Note:-  The Date of Treasury Challan must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date. Any deviation shall render the
bidder as Non-responsive.

2.1 At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/
FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Shopian. The successful bidder will have to
provide Performance Security @ 5% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions
from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a
Performance Security of 5% of the Bid cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

3. The date and time of opening of Financial Bids of a responsive bidder shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed
to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.

4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of Technical ~ bids.

5. The earnest money shall be forfeited If:-

a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions
of the bid.

b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.

c) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.

NOTE:  The “sum in dispute” shall refer to the aggregate of all the disputed amounts, both the claim(s) amount plus the counter claim(s)
amount.

NOTE:- The Payment shall be made strictly as per the available allocation by the AAA authority.

No: NIT/5150-60 DIPK-7228-25

Dt: 15-10-2025 DT: 15/10/2025

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Camp Clerk AAO Technical Officer Executive Engineer
(R&B) Division Shopian

® 000
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Speaker Rather reviews
arrangements for upcoming

Assembly Se

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather Wednes-
day convened a high-level
meeting at Assembly Sec-
retariat here, to review
arrangements for the
upcoming Assembly ses-
sion, scheduled to begin
on October 23rd, 2025.

During the meeting, the
Speaker impressed upon
the officers from various
departments to put in place
all required facilities and
ensure that all necessary
preparations are made in
advance to facilitate the
smooth conduct of forth-
coming session.

He took an in-depth
review of all the arrange-
ments and called upon the
concerned to work in a coor-
dinated manner to ensure
the session runs smoothly.

“It is our collective
responsibility to ensure the
smooth functioning of the
assembly and all depart-
ments have to be prepared
in advance in this regard,”
he said.

He asked the General
Administration Department
to ensure that the reply to
the Assembly Questions
shall reach to the Assembly
Secretariat as early as pos-
sible and necessary instruc-
tions need to be issued to
all the departments in this

i — -

regard.

He also called upon the
Department of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs
that Government Bills be
forwarded to the Assembly
Secretariat well on time and
necessary instructions be
issued to all the concerned
departments.

Speaker called upon the
Information Department
to ensure proper coverage
of the proceedings of the
House. He also asked the
Information Department to
provide logistical support
by making available techni-
cal equipment like public
address systems, mikes and
other related items for the
media.

Information Technol-
ogy Department was asked
to ensure Wifi and Internet
Services with High Speed
and installation of Routers
wherever required before the
ensuing Assembly Session.

He also called upon the
security agencies for deploy-
ment of adequate staff well
versed with Parliamentary
traditions within the prem-

ises of J&K Legislative
Assembly at Srinagar and
make adequate arrange-
ments for safety and secu-
rity of Legislators.
Speaker further called
upon the Estates depart-
ment to expedite execu-
tion/completion of repair/
renovation works within the
Jammu and Kashmir Leg-
islative Assembly, Srinagar
particularly in the Assem-
bly Hall and VIP Chambers.
They have been also
asked to install intercom
telephone facilities within
the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly at Sri-
nagar, besides checking of
telephones already installed
within the VIP Chambers.
To ensure proper regu-
lation of traffic on roads
leading to J&K Legislative
Assembly Complex/Civil
Secretariat Srinagar and
MLA’s Hostel Srinagar,
Speaker called upon the con-
cerned to put in place neces-
sary measures for avoiding
inconvenience to general
public on this account.
Regarding water supply,

Speaker called upon the Jal
Shakti Department to keep
necessary measures for pro-
viding sufficient and regular
water supply to the Legisla-
ture Complex and Legisla-
tor’s Hostel, Srinagar.

He also called upon the
Power Development Depart-
ment to check loopholes in
transmission lines, if any,
in order to ensure uninter-

rupted power supply during

the course of session,
besides ensuring uninter-
rupted power supply in the
MLA'’ hostel.

Srinagar Municipal
Corporation was asked to
keep the entire premises
and lawns of the Assembly
and MLA’s Hostel neat and
clean, before the commence-
ment of the session.

Speaker also issued nec-
essary directions to the
concerned departments to
make advance preparations
and put in place foolproof
arrangements to provide
timely medical support,
installation/restoration of
telephones in VIP cham-
bers, emergency assistance,
fire safety, cafeteria, proper
hospitality for members,
staff, and visitors through-
out the session.

The Speaker emphasised
that all protocol measures
should be meticulously fol-
lowed to ensure smooth
functioning and the safety
of all stakeholders during
the proceedings.

SRINAGAR | Thursday, 16, October 2025

Women’s College has immense contribution
towards overall development of JK: Sakeena Itoo

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister
for Education, Social Wel-
fare, Health and Medical
Education, Sakeena Itoo
Wednesday remarked that
Government College of
Women (GCW), M.A Road
has immense contribution
towards the overall devel-
opment of Jammu and
Kashmir from last 75 years.
The Minister made these
remarks while addressing
the celebrations to com-
memorate the 75th year of
existence of the Govern-
ment Women’s College,
Srinagar, ‘75 Years: A Cel-
ebration of Excellence in
Women'’s Education’, one
of Jammu & Kashmir’s
premier institutions dedi-
cated to women’s education
and empowerment.
Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Higher Education,
Shantamanu; Director Col-
leges, Prof. Sheikh Aijaz;
Principal GCW, Srinagar,
Prof. Yasmeen Farooq;
Nodal Principal, Prof.
Seema Naz; Dean Academ-
ic Affairs, Cluster Univer-
sity Srinagar, former Prin-
cipals and Professors of
College, other Alumni of
college and large number
of students were also pres-
ent on the occasion.
Addressing the gather-
ing, the Minister lauded
the College’s rich legacy
and its transformative
contribution to the intel-
lectual, cultural, and social
development of Jammu
and Kashmir. She added
that the college has major

contribution towards the
overall development of
Jammu and Kashmir.
“This institution has,
over the decades, been a
cornerstone of women
empowerment, nurturing
generations of leaders,
educators and profession-
als, who have contributed
meaningfully across vari-
ous fields”, Minister said.
The Minister further
said that GCW, Srinagar,
stands as a beacon of
empowerment and enlight-
enment for women across
J&K. She added that for
seventy-five years, it has
opened doors of oppor-
tunity for thousands of
young women, fostering
not only academic excel-
lence but also confidence,
leadership, and a spirit of
service to society.
Sakeena Itoo, in her
address, also remembered
the contribution of vari-
ous Alumni members and
expressed gratitude to
them for their presence
in these celebrations.
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She commended the fac-
ulty and alumni for their
sustained dedication and
called upon students to
carry forward the institu-
tion’s legacy with renewed
vigour in the era of knowl-
edge-driven growth.

The Minister further
emphasized the govern-
ment’s commitment to
strengthening higher
education infrastructure
across J&K, with spe-
cial focus on enhancing
access, quality, and inno-
vation in women'’s educa-
tion. She added that Chief
Minister, Omar Abdul-
lah has given immense
importance to Education,
Health sectors and kept
sufficient outlay for them
in Budget.

The Minister further
said that newly established
degree colleges have been
made functional by this
government in last one
year, besides sufficient
faculty has been recruited
to improve the education-
al outcomes of colleges

across J&K.

Vice Chancellor Clus-
ter University Srinagar,
Additional Chief Secre-
tary Higher Education
and Director Colleges also
addressed the gathering.

In her welcome address,
Principal GCW Srinagar
termed the celebrations
as momentous day in the
history of college. She
also highlighted various
achievements of the col-
lege since its inception.

During the event, the
Minister also unveiled
Coffee Table Book depict-
ing 75 years of college.
She also released College
Times, Zoological Chroni-
cle as well as many books
of Alumni, faculty mem-
bers and students.

The Minister on the
occasion also felicitated
outstanding students in
academics, faculty mem-
bers as well as Alumni of
the college.

During the celebrations,
the institutional journey of
the college was showcased
through an AV presenta-
tion, documentary, and
alumni interviews and a
pictorial representation of
college during 2014 floods,
highlighting the college’s
commitment to excellence
in women’s education.

On the occasion, inter-
generational story-telling
sessions were also held,
where alumni shared their
experiences and insights.
Prof. Neerja Mattoo, Prof.
Naseem Shafaie and Nancy
Dhar regaled the audience
with their stories.

Rana calls for multi-pronged strategy to

accelerate tribal emp

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister
for Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, Wednesday
called for a comprehen-
sive and multi-pronged
approach to accelerate the
pace of tribal empower-
ment across Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was
attended by Member of
Legislative Assembly
(MLA) Zainpora, Showket
Hussain Ganie; Director,
Tribal Affairs, Mumtaz
Choudhary; Mission Direc-
tor, Jammu and Kashmir
Rural Livelihoods Mission
(JKRLM), Dr. Shubhra
Sharma; and other senior
officers.

Chairing a detailed
review meeting on the
implementation of Prad-
han Mantri Van Dhan
Yojana (PMVDY), the Min-
ister underlined the impor-
tance of inclusive plan-
ning, inter-departmental
coordination, and ground-
level execution to ensure
that the benefits of govern-
ment schemes effectively
reach tribal communities,
especially those residing
in remote and underserved
regions.

During the interaction,
the Minister reviewed the
progress of PMVDY across
various districts and exam-
ined its impact on tribal
livelihoods and socio-eco-
nomic development.

At the outset, Rana
enquired about the status
of Van Dhan Vikas Kend-
ras (VDVKs) established
across the Union Territory,
their operational effective-
ness, and the tangible out-
comes achieved in terms

]

neurs in far-flung areas.

Rana urged the offi-
cials to intensify efforts
to expand market link-
ages for tribal products at
both regional and national
levels. He asked depart-
ments to identify exist-
ing implementation gaps,
strengthen inter-agency
collaboration, and submit
fresh proposals in areas
where interventions are
most urgently needed.

The Minister highlight-
ed the need for timely and
well-planned initiatives to
bridge developmental dis-
parities and enhance the
reach and relevance of the
Van Dhan scheme.

He reiterated that the
success of PMVDY lies in
its ability to create self-reli-
ant, skilled and empowered
tribal communities capable
of participating actively in

owerment across J&K

the economic progress of
Jammu and Kashmir.

He affirmed the Govern-
ment’s firm commitment to
integrating tribal popula-
tions into the mainstream
economy while simultane-
ously preserving and pro-
moting their rich cultural
and artisanal heritage.

Calling for data-driven
and structured approach
to planning, monitoring
and execution, the Minis-
ter emphasised the impor-
tance of continuous prog-
ress tracking, impact eval-
uation, and replication of
successful models across
tribal-dominated areas.

Rana also called upon
the Jammu and Kashmir
Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion (JKRLM) to work in
close coordination with
local Members of the Leg-
islative Assembly (MLASs)
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while formulating and
implementing livelihood
initiatives.

He noted that MLAs pos-
sess deep insights into the
needs and aspirations of
their constituencies and
can play a pivotal role in
ensuring that government
programmes are both
need-based and impactful.

He stressed that active
collaboration between
administrative agencies
and elected representa-
tives can significantly
enhance the outreach,
efficiency, and respon-
siveness of developmental
interventions.

The Minister urged
all stakeholders to work
in synergy to realise
the shared vision of an
inclusive, equitable and
empowered tribal society
in Jammu and Kashmir.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SEWERAGE
& DRAINAGE DVISION 2'° SMC SRINAGAR

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Minister

i for Agriculture Produc-
. tion, Rural Development &

Panchayati Raj, Coopera-

tive and Election Depart-
. ments, Javid Ahmad Dar

Wednesday attended
One-Day Awareness-cum-
Exhibition Programme
at Wadura Campus of
SKUAST-Kashmir on
strengthening agricultur-
al education, research and

. farmer outreach.

Addressing the gather-
ing on the occasion, the
Minister highlighted that

the Campus is a premier

and precious institute in

| this region. He said that

Wadura campus has creat-

:ed various success stories
i inagriculture, horticulture

and others allied sectors.
The Minister empha-
sized upon the University
administration to focus on
enhancing the infrastruc-

. ture and introduce new

streams in this Campus so

that farmers are benefitted.
The Minister further stated
that the government is com-
mitted to provide all support
to strengthen this Institute.
The Minister appealed
the farmers to interact regu-
larly with scientists of this
Campus for gaining knowl-
edge about new technologies
and scientific methods used
during the farming.
Minister lauded the
Faculty’s remarkable con-
tributions to agricultural
education, research, and
extension. He emphasized
SKUAST-K’s pivotal role in
driving technological inno-
vation, nurturing skilled
human resources, and
uplifting the farming com-
munity, all of which, he
noted, are essential for the
socio-economic advance-
ment of Jammu & Kashmir.
On the sidelines of the
programme, the Minister
laid the foundation stones
of several important facili-
ties including the Medical
Centre, Speed Breeding

Lab, and Gene Bank. He also
inaugurated the Exhibition,
HVC Sports Week.

He also inaugurated a
series of landmark initia-
tives aimed at bolstering
scientific research, student
welfare, and innovation-
driven farming practices.
Marking the formal com-
mencement of the Rabi
season, the Minister cer-
emoniously initiated the
sowing of Rabi crops includ-
ing Brown Sarson, Oats, and
Kala Zeera.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Vice Chancellor, in
his remarks, highlighted
SKUAST-K’s commitment
to translational research
and academic excellence,
underscoring the Univer-
sity’s vision to bridge the
gap between laboratory
research and field-level
impact.

Earlier, Prof. Shakeel
Ahmad Mir, Dean, Faculty
of Agriculture, in his wel-
come address briefed the
audience on the notable

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER IRRIGATION

Javid Dar lays foundation stone, inaugurates
key projects at SKUAST-K Wadura

achievements of the Fac-
ulty.

Prof. Raihana Habib
Kanth, Director Extension,
SKUAST-K, in her address,
emphasized the impor-
tance of a strong extension
network for holistic rural
development, while Prof.
Haroon Rashid Naik, Direc-
tor Research, SKUAST-K,
highlighted key research
milestones and ongoing sci-
entific pursuits of the insti-
tution.

Registrar, Professor
Azmat Alam Khan; Direc-
tor Strategies Planning,
Dr Haroon Rashid Naik;
Conservator Forest, North
Kashmir Irfan Ali Shah and
officers from various line
departments, faculty mem-
bers, and students were also
present on the occasion.

The Minister also
released several publica-
tions, booklets, and pam-
phlets documenting the Uni-
versity’s recent innovations
and outreach efforts during
the programme.

AND FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION SRINAGAR

SDA BUILDING BATAMALOO, NEAR POLICE CONTROL ROOM KASHMIR, PINCODE 190009 (J&K)

Srinagar.

Email:exenifcdsrinagar@ifckashmir.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-NIT No:12 of 2025-26 Dated:11/10/2025

For and on behalf of Government of Jammu and Kashmir, e-tenders (in Single Cover System) on percentage basis are invited from
approved and eligible contractors for the following work to be received by the Executive Engineer Irrigation Flood Control Division

Name of Work: Modernization of Jammu Guest House by way of construction of Chowkidar Hut etc.

e
gg

Administrative Approval

Accorded by Superintending Engineer Hydraulic Circle Sgr/Gbl vide No: SE/Hyd/Sgr/43 of
2025-26, Dated: 07/10/2025.

Technical Sanction

Executive Engineer IFCD Srinagar's TS No: 24 of 2025-26, Dated:10/10/2025

Position of Funds

DARISH KADAL SRINAGAR Budgetary Provision under Major Head UT Capex-4701 for the FY-2025-26

of income generation and
employment creation.

He emphasised that
PMVDY has the potential
to be a game changer by
promoting value addition
to minor forest produce
(MFP), thereby empower-
ing tribal entrepreneurs
and enhancing their access
to sustainable livelihood
opportunities.

The Minister sought
detailed information
regarding the training and
capacity-building efforts
undertaken under the
scheme, particularly those
targeting tribal artisans
and small-scale entrepre-

0194-2950058

CORIGENDUM NO. 01 TO
TENDER NOTICE NO. 16 E-NIT OF 2025-2026

In view of the representations received from the contracting agencies of Drainage Circle, SMC,
Srinagar, the last date for Bid Submission End Date and Bids Opening Date (Online) for the E-NIT No.
16 of 2025-26 is hereby extended as under:-

S.NO.

BID SUBMISSION END DATE

BIDS OPENING DATE

01. 21.10.2025 upto 4.00 PM

22.10.2025 upto 11.30 AM

Moreover, the Bank Guarantee shall also be accepted as Performance Security and Additional
performance Security  All other terms and conditions shall remain same as envisaged in the NIT

followed by the corrigendum
No. S&D/2666-72
Dated:- 13.10.2025

DIPK-7231-25
DT: 15/10/2025

Sd/-
(Er Mehboob Ali Wazir)
Executive Engineer

Advertised Cost: ¥24.48 Lacs
Time for Completion: 90 Days

Earnest Money : 348966/ - Tender Document Fee: ¥800/-
Contractor Eligibility Class: BEE / CEE

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), Set of terms and conditions of
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of date given
below:

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice
2. Bid submission Start Date

3. Bid Submission End Date

4. Date & time of opening of Bids

11/10/2025

11/10/2025 from 18:50 Hrs.
20/10/2025 up to 16:00 Hrs.
22/10/2025 at 1200 Hrs.

Note: The Department shall not be responsible for any delay in the online submission of bids due to any reason whatsoever. Prospective
bidders are advised to thoroughly read and understand the instructions provided in Annexure A as well as the General Conditions of
Contract detailed in Annexure B prior to submitting their bids. Submission of the tender shall be deemed as confirmation that the bidder
has read, understood, and accepted all terms and conditions stipulated therein.

No. IFCDS/CS/3896-3901
Dated: 11/10/2025

Sd/-
Er. Shuja Showkat Hussain
Executive Engineer

DIPK-7236-25
DT: 15/10/2025
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EDITORIAL

Marriage Turning Into A
Burden, Not A Blessing

arriage, once considered a
sacred bond and the happiest
occasion in Kashmiri life—has
sadly turned into an unbear-
able burden for the average
household. What was once a celebration of
simplicity, purity, and togetherness has now
been transformed into a contest of extrava-
gance, showmanship, and borrowed customs.

The rot began when alien trends crept
into our society, eroding the modest foun-
dations on which Kashmiri culture once
stood proud. Lavish banquets, endless
ceremonies, designer attire, and obses-
sion with social media display have taken
precedence over the essence of marriage,
commitment, companionship, and shared
values. The very institution meant to unite
families is now dividing them through
financial strain and social pressure.

In the not-so-distant past, marriages in
Kashmir were modest yet full of heart.
Community participation and collective joy
defined the celebration. Today, the race to
outshine others has replaced that warmth.
The cost of marriage has skyrocketed to
the extent that parents spend their life-
time savings or fall into debt just to keep
up appearances. For the middle and lower
classes, it is nothing short of an ordeal.

This cultural drift is not only draining
resources but also striking at the moral
fabric of Kashmiri society. The simplicity
that once symbolized our identity is being
replaced by pretentious extravagance bor-
rowed from alien influences. Our younger
generation must introspect before the
situation worsens beyond repair.

Marriage should not be a financial night-
mare; it should remain a sacred, joyous
union. Society and religious leaders must
rise to the occasion and revive the tradition-
al modesty of Kashmiri marriages — where
contentment was valued more than display,
and simplicity was a virtue, not a weakness.

If corrective measures are not taken
soon, this essential social institution may
well lose its soul forever.
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Nobel For The Power Of Creative
Destruction Lacks Novelty

BHABANI SHANKAR NAYAK

he Royal Swedish Academy

of Sciences has decided to

award the 2025 Sveriges Riks-

bank Prize in Economic Sci-

ences in Memory of Alfred
Nobel (also known as the Nobel Prize
in Economics) to Joel Mokyr, Philippe
Aghion, and Peter Howitt “for having
explained innovation-driven econom-
ic growth.” One half of the prize is
awarded to Professor Joel Mokyr “for
having identified the prerequisites for
sustained growth through technological
progress,” and the other half is jointly
awarded to Professor Philippe Aghion
and Professor Peter Howitt “for the
theory of sustained growth through cre-
ative destruction,” according to a press
release from the Nobel Prize on 13th of
October 2025.

Ideologically, the three Nobel lau-
reates in economics believe that the
modern higher standard of living is a
result of innovations made possible by
free-market capitalism. They are also
opposed to any idea of radical or revo-
lutionary transformation of society,
arguing that revolution cannot provide
answers to the problems confronting
people and the planet today. They con-
tend that a better form of capitalism,
grounded in creative destruction, can
harness innovation to generate pros-
perity through technologically driven
sustainable economic growth. However,
such a myopic understanding of capi-
talism not only overlooks the inherent
contradictions and conflicts within it—
arising from its exploitative nature—
but also conceals its failures and con-
temporary predicaments. This is not a
case of willful ignorance on the part of
the Nobel laureates, but rather a form
of intellectual dishonesty based on a
selective reading of history designed to
promote an ideologically driven agenda
that upholds capitalism at the expense
of both people and the planet. There is
nothing called better capitalism.

Technological progress and innova-
tion-driven sustainable and inclusive

economic growth through creative
destruction have been shaped by the ide-
ology of planned obsolescence, which
breeds profit and plays a crucial role
in the evolution from techno-feudalism
to platform capitalism. American and
European capitalism continue to conceal
themselves behind the Schumpeterian
notion of “creative destruction,” where
new technological innovations replace
old and outdated methods of produc-
tion, thereby increasing productivity
and driving economic growth. There is
no doubt that technology enhances the
productive power of labour, but what is
truly creative is labor itself. Technology
represents repetitive, lifeless labor that
merely assists in the process of inno-
vation, while working people and their
creative capacities play the central role
in economic growth, development and
all forms of technological innovation.
Any attempt to undermine labour and
its creative power through technology
ultimately undermines productivity,
growth and all forms of innovation.
Thefore, in the history of various
stages of technological innovation, the
current stage of technological advance-
ment and digitalisation does not appear
to be improving productivity as com-
pared to 19th century and 20th century
industrial revolution. Diane Coyle’s 2023
study, “Why Isn’t Digitalisation Improv-

ing Productivity Growth”? (Productiv-
ity Insights Paper No. 022, The Produc-
tivity Institute, Manchester, UK), high-
lights this digital puzzle. Similarly, a
study titled “The Impact of Technology
Diffusion on Growth and Productivity:
Findings from an AI-Assisted Rapid Evi-
dence Review” by the UK Government’s
Department for Science, Innovation &
Technology also reports a slowdown in
productivity. It is therefore difficult to
argue universally that technology dif-
fusion necessarily leads to growth and
productivity. In contrast, the Chinese
economy does not suffer from the digital
productivity puzzle and slowdown in
economic growth, as it does not adhere
to the ideology of planned obsolescence
under the guise of creative destruction
for the sake of capitalist economic
growth and development.

Capitalism and its so-called culture
of creative destruction domesticate and
exploit labour and its creative abilities
through new technologies. Capitalism
uses technology to undermine labour,
giving rise to the productivity puzzle
under digital capitalism. Therefore,
the liberation of labour from capitalist
structures is crucial to expanding the
creative potential of both labor and tech-
nology, ensuring sustainable economic
growth and development for all beyond
the ideology of planned obsolescence in

the name of creative destruction. The
humanisation and democratisation of
technology—through collective owner-
ship, operation, and management of its
outputs—can alone ensure sustainable
economic growth, technological prog-
ress, and innovation for all.

The current form of technological
progress and digital advancement ben-
efits a few while marginalising many,
giving rise to new forms of capitalism
that inherently retain old exploitative
characteristics of capitalism. It is impos-
sible to have a truly prosperous society
where a few enjoy abundance while the
majority struggle to survive. Only if
technological progress addresses the
needs of all , we can then only imagine
a fully flourish society that is free from
destitution, exploitation, and inequality.
There is no novelty in a Nobel Prize that
does not contribute to an egalitarian
society grounded in peace and prosper-
ity—something that capitalism cannot
provide, yet Nobel laureates continue to
endorse it. The notions of “better capi-
talism” and “sustainable growth” are
not only contradictory but also myopic
and ahistorical. Therefore, there is no
real novelty in awarding the Nobel for
creative destruction.

The author can be mailed at bha-
bani79@gmail.com

Racial Hatred: A Tragedy Of A Society
Without Reason

DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

he roots of Indian
society go back
thousands of years.
But these roots also
contain many knots
that have divided humanity.
The concept of caste may have
initially served as a frame-
work for social organization,
but over time, it became a tool
for injustice, discrimination,
and exploitation. A hierarchi-
cal mentality divided society
into classes, and this division
shifted a person's identity from
their actions to their caste.
When a society loses its
moral conscience, it begins
to accept injustice as normal.
This is the biggest problem
today. Casteism is so deeply

ingrained in our psyche that
people justify even injustice
by viewing it as "favoring their
own." If a criminal belongs to
one's own caste, people assume
heisinnocent; and if the victim
belongs to another caste, empa-
thy for their pain vanishes.
This is the point where human-
ity dies and casteism triumphs.

Politics has kept casteism
alive, and even fueled it. In
every election, candidates are
judged not on their merits but
on their caste identity. Leaders
know that caste mobilization is
the foundation of their power,
so they seek to keep society
divided rather than united.
Weaponizing caste for votes is
amost dangerous trend, as this

division not only weakens the
spirit of democracy but also
sows distrust and hatred in the
minds of generations.

Education is the most pow-
erful means to overcome racial
prejudices. Unfortunately, even
the spread of education often
remains incomplete without
equal opportunities. Until every
class receives equal opportuni-
ties, equal platforms, and equal
respect, the eradication of caste-
based thinking is impossible.
True education is that which
empowers individuals to think
independently and understand
the suffering of others.

The media is a mirror of
society. But when the mirror
itself becomes blurred, how
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can the truth be seen? News
of racial violence or discrimi-
nation is often presented from
a political perspective, but
it lacks human compassion.
The media needs to become a
medium of dialogue in society,
not division. The fundamental
duty of journalism is to expose
the truth—even if it is against
any caste, class, or religion.

In every era, there have been
cunning and devious individu-
als who exploit society's weak-
nesses. Sometimes in the
name of religion, sometimes
caste, sometimes language—
they divide us to secure their
positions and power. We, the
public, are spectators to their
show. They perform, we clap—

and the circus continues. If we
truly want change, we must
become judges, not spectators.

Justice is truly meaning-
ful only when it is adminis-
tered without prejudice. Jus-
tice knows no color, religion,
or caste. Society must move
beyond the "us versus them"
mentality and embrace the
spirit of "justice for all." This
is the foundation of democracy.
If every individual begins to
think beyond caste, this change
will be nothing short of a revo-
lution.

Casteism is not just a social
problem, but a form of mental
slavery. It makes us irrational,
insensitive, and divided. The
greatest demand of our time is

that we look within ourselves
and understand that our true
identity is not our caste, but
our actions and our character.
We must begin to break down
the walls that have divided
us for centuries. Only when
society learns to stand up for
justice—without regard to the
caste of the victim or the per-
petrator—can we truly say we
have taken steps toward civi-
lization. Otherwise, this caste
circus will continue, and we
will remain unwitting specta-
tors.

Author is a Research Schol-
ar in Political Science. She
can be mailed at priyankasau-
rabh9416@gmail.com
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Vulgarity In The Name Of
Education And Modernisation

RAQIF MAKHDOOMI

e used to proudly pro-

claim ourselves as the

“Land of Sufis”. But

now, look at us: we

have become slaves
to Western culture. Our Sufi saints
are now limited to their anniversa-
ries. We have shamelessly buried
their teachings, yet we still claim to
be their lovers. We are merely their
celebrators, not their followers. Their
anniversaries are celebrated, and we
forget their teachings as soon as the
night falls. What is happening today
in the name of “modernisation” is
completely against the teachings of
the Sufi saints. Can we even imag-
ine that the events unfolding today
could ever have been in line with
their teachings? No, never, for sure.
We are normalizing vulgarity in the

name of modernization.

The more educated this society
becomes, the more vulgar we are and
the more we lose our moral values.
Education is meant to make a person
disciplined and well-behaved, but we
are seeing the opposite. The reason
is that education is now a business.
We see tuition centers with asset
evaluations worth crores, and it has
become arace. In that race, education
has become the victim. We often see
viral videos of professors teaching in
online classes. They are nothing more
than displays of vulgar gestures by
the professors, and that is what has
erased the line between teacher and
student. The respect that teachers
have lost is not because punishment
is now considered an offense, but
because education has become a busi-
ness. The owners only want money
and to gain subscribers on YouTube
and followers on Instagram. In this
pursuit, sanity has left, and insan-
ity has become the new normal. We
cannot put all the blame on the young
generation. They have learned this
behavior from somewhere, and it is

we who have taught them.

Allama Igbal [ra] is not only a poet.
He was a revolutionary and a phi-
losopher. When decoded, his poetry

proves to be a prediction of the era we
are living in. His poetry has covered
all spheres of life, and with education
being an important part, he wrote:
“Allah se kare dur, to taleem bhi fitna,
Amal bhi, aulad bhi, jagir bhi fitna.
Na-haq ke liye uthe to shamshair bhifitna,
Shamshair hi kya, naara-e-takbeer
bhi fitna.”

[If you distance yourself from
Allah, then even education is a fitha
(trial/tribulation). If you rise up for
the unjust, then even the sword is a
fitna. Not only the sword, but even the
slogan of Takbir is a fitna.]

We must ponder the depth to which
Allama Igbal [ra] went to discredit
unjust actions. He did not hesitate to
call fighting in the cause of Allah a
fitna if it is for an unjust cause.

OPINION

We often come across leaked call
recordings between teachers and stu-
dents, which only add to the vulgarity
and do no good. These things spread
like wildfire, with no one knowing
where to stop. We do not realize the
impact of a single share.

The tuition centers do not want
you to be educated; they just want
you to be literate and to qualify for
exams so they can boast about it and
gain more admissions next time.

I have often heard people cursing
these tuition centers, but when it is
their turn, they send their children
to the same centers. They justify
their actions by saying, “Education
is important. If my child doesn’t
study, how will they compete with the
world?” When you ask them about the
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reservations they had regarding these
centers, they say, “My son/daughter
won’t be influenced.” But they forget
that while they had reservations
about these centers because of the
environment, they were accusing the
other students. Those students are
also children of parents who believe
the same about their own children.
We are very quick to criticize or curse
something until we become part of it.
The same thing becomes acceptable
when we are involved. We close our
eyes for our own benefit, but we forget
that by doing so, we normalize the
issue, leading to its spread and finally
making it a part of our lives.

“The society of today is evil” is
a very commonly used sentence in
our discussions, but we forget that
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this society is us. A favorite topic for
older men is the “young generation,”
but in these discussions, they forget
they too have played a part in it. Their
children are also part of this young
generation.

When we discuss anything, we
must introspect and consider the
faults we pinpoint. We must ask what
role we play, directly or indirectly.
Only when we start doing this will
our discussions become productive.
It is already too late; we must stop
normalizing vulgarity in the name
of education.

Raqif Makhdoomi is a law stu-
dent and a human rights activist.
He can be mailed at raqifmakh-
doomi818@gmail.com

LALIT GARG

n India today, thousands

of government and private

schoolchildren are learning

all subjects from a single

teacher. According to the offi-
cial data of the Ministry of Educa-
tion for 2024-25, there are 1,04,125
schools across the country where
only one teacher is responsible for
teaching all classes and all subjects.
This figure not only exposes the fail-
ure of our educational system but
also presents an alarming and pain-
ful reality. It raises a grave question
about the direction of our nation’s
educational progress. Swami Vive-
kananda once said, “Education is
the manifestation of the perfection
already in man. It is the very soul of
anation.” Today, his words echo like
a lament across India, for when the
soul of education is wounded, the
body of the nation cannot remain

healthy.

The education Ministry’s recent
data reveals that nearly 3.4 mil-
lion students are studying in these
single-teacher schools. Andhra
Pradesh tops the list, followed by
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, and Lakshad-
weep. India’s education budget is
already meagre, and the inefficient
utilization of those limited funds
has turned into a form of corrup-
tion. There is no doubt that the
decline in the standard of primary
and secondary education is rooted
in the neglect and apathy of policy-
makers. What kind of education are
we giving to our children? How can
we hope for a better future for them
when a single teacher is expected to
be an expert in science, mathemat-
ics, language, social studies, and
English—all at once? Should that
teacher spend time marking atten-
dance, doing administrative work,

or actually teaching?

The reality of single-teacher

rumbling

schools exposes the hollowness of
our so-called “developing India.”
Even though the number of such
schools has decreased by about 6
percent compared to last year, the
sheer scale of the problem reflects
a deep national tragedy. Imagine a
teacher who has to manage adminis-
trative tasks, supervise the mid-day
meal program, and simultaneously
teach multiple classes. Can such a
person truly remain a teacher—or
does he become a burdened laborer
under an unjust system? What kind
of education can children receive
from someone overwhelmed by
fatigue, neglect, and lack of resourc-
es? This crisis is not limited to rural
India. Even in urban and semi-
urban areas, hundreds of schools
lack subject specialists, laborato-
ries, and basic teaching materials.
The National Education Policy 2020
talks about holistic and inclusive
education, but when the foundation
itself is weak, policies remain mere
documents—vision without imple-
mentation. We dream of a Devel-
oped India by 2047, but can a nation
that still depends on single-teacher
schools move in that direction? It is
ironic that India, the country with
the world’s largest youth popula-
tion, fails to provide proper educa-
tion to its children. Government
spending on education is only 2.9%
of GDP, compared to 5-6% in devel-
oped nations.

When education itself is not
treated as an investment, how can
development ever be sustained? The
problem is not only about teacher
numbers but also about recruit-
ment, training, and resources.
Teacher appointments remain pend-
ing for years; transfer policies are
chaotic; and those already employed
rarely receive training in modern
pedagogy, digital education, or val-
ue-based teaching. This becomes
even more paradoxical when we
keep chanting slogans like “New

India,” “Developed India,” and
“Vishwaguru Bharat.” Education
must be recognized as a national pri-
ority—equal to defence and health-
care. Recruitment must be transpar-
ent and time-bound. Remote schools
should be adequately staffed. Digi-
tal technology should be leveraged
to bridge learning gaps. And most
importantly, teachers must be
respected not as employees but as
nation-builders. Mahatma Gandhi
once said, “If India is to attain true
greatness, education must become
human again.” Today, education has
been reduced to a system of exams
and employment, whereas its true
purpose is character-building and
awakening of consciousness.

If 3.4 million children depend on
a single teacher, this is not merely
an administrative failure—it is
proof of our collective moral insen-
sitivity. India will become truly
developed only when every child
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Education System

not just attends school, but also
becomes truly educated. Otherwise,
the anguish of the lone teacher will
become the silent tragedy of India’s
future. Teachers are like lamps—
they burn themselves to bring
light to others. But when the lamp
stands alone, darkness becomes
inevitable. The time has come to
dispel that darkness, to renew our
national resolve, and to remember
that education is the foundation
of the nation, and teachers are its
architects.

One must pause to think—how
can a single teacher teach every
class in a school? What kind of
learning can those students possi-
bly achieve? True education aims
at holistic development—not only
intellectual but also physical, cul-
tural, and emotional growth. But
when there aren’t enough teach-
ers, even basic classroom learning
becomes a distant dream.

Education is not limited to text-
books; children need sports, cul-
tural activities, yoga, and creative
engagement to grow into complete
human beings. Without teachers,
these vital dimensions of educa-
tion simply vanish. In truth, we
are laying the foundation of a sick
future, and on such weak founda-
tions, no nation can stand strong.
This neglect of education reflects
the insensitivity of those in power.
The corruption in teacher recruit-
ment across states exposes the
toxic culture prevailing in the edu-
cation departments. How ironic it
is that despite having a large pool
of trained teachers, schools remain
understaffed. One reason is that
many teachers avoid postings in
remote or hilly regions. Even when
appointed, they quickly manage to
get transferred to urban schools—
often with political interference or
bribery. Thus, city schools end up
overstaffed, while rural schools are
abandoned.

What a tragic irony—that while
millions of unemployed youths
stand in long queues looking for
jobs, hundreds of thousands of
teaching positions remain vacant.
It is estimated that there are around
850,000 unfilled posts in primary
and secondary schools. Our lead-
ers proudly claim that India is the
youngest nation in the world, but
one must ask—what have they done
for this frustrated, undereducated
generation? Recruitment drives are
rare, vacancies remain unfilled, and
the dreams of our youth are left to
rot. For a nation poised to become
the world’s third-largest economy,
such tragic and shameful reali-
ties should shake the conscience
of every policymaker and political
leader. By

The author can be mailed at lalit-
gargll@gmail.com
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through features such as vehicle track-
ing, GPS-enabled monitoring, PoS-linked
e-challaning (integrated with J&K Bank),
and on-the-spot enforcement to curb illegal
mining.

While appreciating the initiative, the Chief
Minister directed the developers to explore
delineating and delegating PoS functions to
expand the use of digital monitoring sys-
tems. He also called for integration of the
department’s existing portal with the IMSS
platform to ensure seamless implementation
and improved results.

Omar Abdullah further suggested that the
application should allow citizens to register
complaints through mobile gadgets to be
integrated in the system with satellite imag-
ery or other evidence, strengthening public
participation and grievance redressal.

The Chief Minister instructed the depart-
ment to categorize active and non-active
mineral vendors or suppliers and establish
a dedicated monitoring cell at the Director-
ate level for continuous data tracking and
real-time oversight.

Reviewing ongoing reforms under the Spe-
cial Assistance to States for Capital Invest-
ment (SASCI) 2025-26, the Chief Minister was
informed that the department has initiated
a series of key measures aimed at strength-
ening institutional capacity and ensuring
greater transparency in the mining sector.
These include a shift towards an auction-
based system for allocation of mineral blocks,
introduction of mine closure and rehabilita-
tion provisions, and the implementation of
advanced survey and mapping mechanisms.
The department has also operationalized the
District Mineral Foundation Trust (DMFT)
framework to ensure that mining revenues
directly contribute to local area development
and welfare initiatives.

Further, the meeting was informed, efforts
are underway to revise royalty fee structure
and penal provisions to align with current
market realities while improving compli-
ance.

The Mining Department has made the use
of GPS-enabled transport and PoS-based
transactions mandatory to track mineral
movement and prevent leakages. Legal
enforcement mechanisms have been rein-
forced through the requirement of royalty
clearance certificates, in line with recent
directions from the Hon’ble High Court,
thereby tightening regulatory oversight
and ensuring responsible mineral extrac-
tion practices.

The department also presented the status
of major and minor mineral blocks, high-
lighting progress in auctioning and granting
of mining leases across districts. The Chief
Minister emphasized that all clearances and
NoCs must be obtained in advance before
blocks are allocated through auction to avoid
procedural and operational delays faced by
successful allotees & bidders who have to
run from pillar to post in obtaining environ-
mental and other clearances.

Speaking on the issue of illegal mining,
Omar Abdullah underscored the need to
eliminate collusion at lower levels of admin-
istration, asserting that illegal operations
cannot persist without internal complicity.

“In my previous tenure, illegal mining was
never a concern. With the technological tools
now available, any such activity is only pos-
sible if there’s collusion at the lower level. The
department must use these systems effective-
ly to eliminate that possibility. The more we
reduce such collusion, the lesser the chances
of illegal mining,” the Chief Minister said.

The Chief Minister also reviewed explora-
tion projects currently being carried out by
MECL and GSI, covering sapphire, lithium,
lignite, and shallow biogenic gas reserves
in various districts. He was informed about
ongoing exploration of granite, graphite,
gypsum, copper, and base metals, supported
by detailed geological mapping, drilling, and
feasibility assessments.

He stressed on ensuring strict compliance
with environmental regulations, particu-
larly in eco-sensitive zones, while expanding
mineral development activities in a sustain-
able manner.

The Chief Minister commended the Mining
Department for adopting digital innovation
and institutional reforms and urged contin-
ued focus on transparency, efficiency, and
environmental responsibility in the sector.

Terrorism Ingrained

system will ensure perpetrators and ele-
ments of terror ecosystem are punished,
providing a sense of justice and closure for
victim's family and the society.

He also observed that families of civilian
martyrs have gone through deep trauma,
suffered various challenges including unem-
ployment and education and felt loss of hope
in the past three decades.

"Families of civilians who were killed by Pak-
istan-backed terrorists also suffered systemic
barriers which stifled their progress. They were
denied their rights and access to resources. All
obstacles are now removed and we are ensuring
justice and dignity for terror victim families," the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor paid homage
to the civilians who were mercilessly killed
by Pakistan sponsored terrorists in Jammu
Kashmir. The families of terror victims also
narrated their ordeal.

“It is difficult to articulate the pain and suf-
fering of terror victim families due to their
profound emotional and psychological trauma
and the administration will handle each case
with full sensitivity and responsibility.

So far around 250 terror victim families
provided with government jobs. This mis-
sion will continue till justice is done to every
affected family. This is the beginning of a
new era of justice in Jammu Kashmir,” the
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke on
the Memorandum of Understanding signed
between the High-range Rural Development
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Society (HRDS India) and Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu and Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, under which the houses of terror vic-
tims having their own land will be constructed.
Under the initiative, the HRDS India and Divi-
sional Commissioners of both the divisions will
identify terror victim families whose houses
were destroyed by the terrorists.

The Lieutenant Governor said the cul-
prit Pakistani terrorists and their support
system in the valley ran a false narrative
for three decades to absolve terror country
Pakistan for its sins.

“Pakistan, breeding ground of terrorism,
is exposed now and those involved in ped-
dling a fake narrative on behalf of terrorists
will be brought to justice,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Shri
Anshul Garg; DIG NKR Baramulla, Shri
Magsood-Ul-Zaman; Deputy Commis-
sioner, Kupwara, Shri Shrikant Balasaheb
Suse; SSP Kupwara, Shri Syed Al-Tahir
Gilani; Chairman, Save Youth Save Future
Foundation,Shri Wajahat Farooq Bhat and
other members of the Foundation, senior
officials and family members of victims of
terrorism were present.

LG Visits Vajr

enrolled, who are building a better future
for themselves and the society.

The centre offers classrooms for com-
petitive exam preparation, digital learning
and computer labs, a library and reading
room, tourism and hospitality training facil-
ity, and also entrepreneurship incubation
with market linkages. The youth centre has
turned out to be a place for amalgamation of
sports, Kashmiri culture and modernity of
outlook for a brighter future.

Roshan Mustaqgbil has achieved notable
success in a very short span of time and
youth trained at the centre are getting place-
ment across the country. The Centre has
also fostered revenue generating startups,
women's digital inclusion and strengthening
national integration.

BJP Fields Devyani

jubilant BJP workers and supporters who
celebrated the news with traditional dhol
beats, she stated, “I would like to contin-
ue with my father’s winning streak. I have
received a lot of love and blessings from the
people, especially the youth, and the party.
We are confident of winning. The work done
over the past year has been appreciated by
people. I intend to take forward the vision of
Rana sahib for Nagrota.”

Emphasizing the enduring bond with the
electorate, she added, “Nagrota will always
remain with BJP. I am sure the voters will
bless me with overwhelming support.”

The BJP's Central Election Committee
(CEC) cleared Devyani's name alongside Aga
Syed Mohsin for the Budgam seat in Kash-
mir, as confirmed in an official release from
the party headquarters in New Delhi.

This decision overrides speculation
around other contenders like Nand Kishore
Sharma and Anil Sharma, banking instead
on the sympathy wave generated by Dev-
ender Rana's passing.

The senior Rana had scripted history in
the 2024 Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
elections by securing a record 48,113 votes —
the highest margin in the Union Territory at
30,472 votes — defeating National Conference
(NC) candidate Joginder Singh.

A former NC loyalist, who defected to the
BJP in 2021, Devender Rana had previously
won the seat in 2014 on an NC ticket, under-
scoring the constituency's volatile yet BJP-
leaning dynamics since 1996.

Meanwhile, Jammu and Kashmir Panthers
Party (India) Chairman and former Minister
Harsh Dev Singh on the same day issued a
fervent appeal to the NC and Congress — allies
in the ruling INDIA bloc —to back him as their
consensus opposition candidate.

Positioning himself as a viable alternative
to the BJP's “dynastic politics”, Singh argued
that a united front was essential to counter
the ruling party's dominance in Nagrota, a
seat where the NC-Congress alliance had fal-
tered in 2024 by fielding separate candidates.

In a statement shared via social media and
addressed to NC president Farooq Abdullah
and Congress leaders, Harsh Dev Singh said,
“Imake a strong appeal to the National Con-
ference (NC) and Congress to support me
as the consensus candidate from the INDIA
Alliance in the upcoming Nagrota assem-
bly by-poll elections. The people of Nagrota
deserve a united opposition voice against the
BJP's machinery, not fragmented efforts that
dilute our strength. Let us set aside differ-
ences for the greater good of democracy and
the aspirations of the youth and marginal-
ized sections in our constituency.”

Singh, a two-time former MLA from the
Ramnagar (now reserved post-delimitation),
highlighted his grassroots connect with people
during the tenure as Education Minister in
Mufti Sayeed's government during 2002-2006.

He cautioned that without unity, the bypoll
could reinforce BJP's grip, potentially at the
expense of the coalition's broader agenda on
statehood restoration and regional equity.

The appeal comes amid reported strains within
the NC-Congress partnership, which failed to
consolidate votes in Nagrota during the last polls
— NC's Joginder Singh polled 17,641 votes, while
Congress's Balbir Singh managed 5,979.

Neither the NC nor Congress has
announced its candidate yet, leaving room
for Singh's overture.

Political analysts view this as a tactical
bid by the Panthers Party leader to exploit
alliance fissures, especially as the bypoll
serves as a litmus test for the ruling coali-
tion's cohesion post the 2024 elections.

Nagrota, encompassing parts of Jammu
district with a diverse voter base including
urban professionals, farmers, and ex-ser-
vicemen, remains a prestige battleground.

The BJP's 2024 triumph here was pivotal in

its Jammu sweep, contrasting with the NC's
Valley dominance.

With counting slated for November 14,
the bypoll — alongside Budgam — is expected
to draw national attention, gauging public
mood on governance, development, and the
push for J&K's full statehood.

As campaigns gear up, Devyani Rana's
camp is already mobilizing on themes of
continuity and progress, while Harsh Dev
Singh's plea underscores the opposition's
high-wire act—(KNO)
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rpora, the Deputy Chief Minister
directed the officers to submit a detailed
report for early resumption of works so that
the facility can be dedicated to the public at
the earliest.

He also issued instructions for utility shift-
ing and removal of bottlenecks along the
Rawalpora—Mocho Road to expedite work
and ensure smooth and enhanced road facil-
ity to the general public.

To enhance connectivity and mobility for
residents of the Chanpora area, the Deputy
Chief Minister directed the concerned
departments to initiate work on the con-
struction of the Bailey Bridge at the earliest.

He further instructed officers to ensure
that all ongoing works, including the Bund
Road, Chanpora—Natipora Junction and
other road projects, are completed within
the stipulated timeframe.

During his visit to Bagh-e-Mehtab, the
Deputy Chief Minister inspected ongoing
macadamization works in Baghe Mehtab
area and assured strict action against use
of sub- standard material or any other neg-
ligence are reported.

During tour, various delegations called on
the Deputy Chief Minister and appreciated
the Deputy CM for taking spot inspections
of the ongoing works.

Among others, Chief Engineer R&B Sushil
Kumar; SEs from R&B, SMC, Housing, and
other senior officers from concerned depart-
ments accompanied the Deputy Chief Min-
ister during the tour.

Cabinet Gives Its

e-auctioning of limestone mineral blocks
in J&K. Besides, it has also given go-ahead
to administrative approval for a sewerage
scheme at tourist resort of Gulmarg at a cost
of Rs 45.80 crore—(KNO)

CS Reviews Roadmap

Commissioners to prepare district-specific
action plans for effective on-ground imple-
mentation.

Highlighting the centrality of coordinated
efforts, the Chief Secretary designated the
Planning Department as the nodal agency
for overall implementation and monitoring
of the initiative. He instructed it to develop
a unified online platform for uploading and
tracking all youth engagement activities
across departments. The General Adminis-
tration Department (GAD) was tasked with
framing a Steering Committee to ensure
smooth inter-departmental coordination and
effective execution of the programme.

Underscoring the need to leverage existing
national-level initiatives, he called for tap-
ping into schemes and platforms of the Min-
istry of Youth Affairs such as My Bharat,
NSS, Youth Exchange Activities, and Viksit
Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue, which pro-
vide valuable exposure and skill-building
opportunities for youth.

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary
took feedback from Administrative Secretaries
and Deputy Commissioners regarding their
proposed strategies for maximizing outreach
and participation under the programme. He
urged all departments and district administra-
tions to adopt a collaborative and convergent
approach, pooling resources and expertise for
impactful implementation at the grassroots
level. He further enjoined upon the Informa-
tion Department to create necessary aware-
ness among the public about the youth welfare
schemes and other orientation programmes
for furthering their career pursuits.

Presenting the framework, Director Gen-
eral, Planning, Satvir Kour, highlighted that
the initiative seeks to harness the creativity
and dynamism of youth recognizing them
as key drivers of social transformation and
economic progress. She said the programme
would equip young people with life skills,
values, and self-confidence, steering them
away from vulnerabilities such as substance
abuse, unemployment, and social evils.

The Strategic Action Plan presented covers
multiple dimensions of engagement, including
Sports and Cultural Development. Revival of
traditional arts, crafts, and cultural festivals
such as Sufi festivals, classical arts perfor-
mances, literary gatherings, and visual arts
exhibitions promoting J&K’s rich heritage
while creating livelihood opportunities is
going to be the innate part of this programme.

With respect to furthering the Educa-
tion and Skill Development the action plan
focuses on making education and vocational
training more accessible, market-relevant,
and skill-oriented to enhance employability
and promote sustainable livelihoods.

Another key pillar of the strategy includes
entrepreneurship and business develop-
ment which envisages expanding access to
startup ecosystems, incubation centres, and
financial assistance through schemes like
PMEGP, REGP, NRLM (Lakhpati Didis), and
Startup J&K, to nurture a new generation
of self-reliant entrepreneurs across agricul-
ture, technology, tourism, and handicrafts.

Encouraging productive digital engage-
ment through webinars, innovation con-
tests, and online learning platforms to con-
nect rural youth with experts and mentors,
is another strategic feature of this youth
engagement programme.

Further, the District Development Com-
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missioners (DDCs) are going to identify two
socio-economically backward blocks in each
district and prepare targeted plans for youth
engagement across education, skilling,
cultural activities, sports, and livelihoods.
The DDCs were also instructed to ensure
extensive awareness among young citizens
regarding various government welfare and
empowerment schemes to encourage their
proactive participation.

The meeting concluded with a resolve to
make youth empowerment a collective mis-
sion, integrating efforts of all departments
to channelize the energy and potential of the
young population towards a vibrant, inclu-
sive, and progressive Jammu and Kashmir.

India Elected Unopposed

Comprising 47 member states, its man-
dates include reviewing the human rights
records of all UN members through the Uni-
versal Periodic Review (UPR) and providing
a forum for addressing human rights issues
and violations.

The Council was established by the UN
General Assembly in 2006, and India was
elected to serve its inaugural term, high-
lighting its long-standing engagement with
the body. The upcoming term from 2026 to
2028 will allow India to further contribute
to the Council’s critical work on the global
stage.

Private Schooling

the female students.

It also said that the national percentage
of students reported expenditure on course
fees by level of current enrollment for each
state and UT was 57.1 percent in 2025.

According to the official figures, in the
rural areas of Jammu and Kashmir, 85 per-
cent persons including 87.7 percent males
and 81.7 percent females enrolled in school
reported expenditure on course fees by level
of current enrolment.

Likewise, in the urban areas of Jammu and
Kashmir at least 96.1 percent persons enrolled
in school reported expenditure on course fees
by level of current enrolment. This includes
95.9 percent of male and 96.3 percent female
students respectively—(KNO)

Pressure To Deliver

statehood restoration in the first Assem-
bly Session while the other pledges like free
200 units of electricity, 12 gas cylinders to
economically weaker sections, Rs 5,000 per
month to women belonging to EWS, estab-
lishing a medical trust to fight against seri-
ous diseases like cancer, reinstating free
education up to the university level have
remained unfulfilled.

The NC had also promised a comprehen-
sive job package for youth, and redrawing
the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019, and the Transaction of Business
of the Government of Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir Rules, 2019 have also
been oversighted so far.

For many, the past 12 months have felt
more like a year of waiting than one of trans-
formation.

One of the key planks of NC was tackling
unemployment, promising a comprehen-
sive job package for the youth. However, the
unemployment rate, instead of witnessing
a decline, has increased further as no major
recruitment has taken place in the year, and
the policy is nowhere in sight.

‘“We have been promised employment. But
a year has elapsed; it seems nothing is going to
happen for the educated youth with no measures
in sight over the promised job policy,” Aijaz
Ahmad, one of the unemployed youth, said.

As the Omar Abdullah government enters
its second year, the pressure to deliver is
mounting.

With the government continuing to make
promises over delivering their pledges men-
tioned in the manifesto, the road ahead is far
from easy.

The Chief Minister has repeatedly men-
tioned that they have been given a five-year
time to deliver on the promises, insisting that
systemic change cannot happen overnight.

But for the people, time is a luxury and a
year without making any positive change on
the ground, over-delivering on the promises
has made them quite disappointed.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) National
General Secretary and J&K in-charge, Tarun
Chugh, slammed CM Abdullah, saying that
despite completing one year in office, his
government has "failed" to fulfil even a single
promise made to the people.

Chugh said the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir demand accountability from the govern-
ment, as none of the commitments made
during the elections have been honoured.

Accusing the NC government of “not ful-
filling” its pre-poll promises, People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) president and former
chief minister Mehbooba Mufti, a few days
ago, drew parallels with the then Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment in Delhi, saying the latter focused
on developmental works despite governing
in a Union Territory.

“It has been one year since the government
has been in power here, but they haven’t
done enough despite promising jobs, free
power supply and other incentives. Kejriwal
gave free electricity to people, while over
here, consumers are being charged heavily.
There are even talks of water charges now,”
Mehbooba said.

Taking a dig at the NC government, Apni
Party president and former minister, Syed
Altaf Bukhari, said the party has failed to
deliver on its promises.

“The people have lost faith as NC has failed
to fulfil its commitments. There is no visible
development, no electricity waiver, no social
welfare schemes, no free 200 units of power,
no release of jailed youth, and rising unem-
ployment,” he said—(KNO)
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Chhattisgarh: Maoists
likely to surrender en-mass
in Kaner, says sources

IANS

RAIPUR: In a significant
setback to Maoist insur-
gency in Chhattisgarh,
sources indicate that as
many as 100 more Maoists
are likely to surrender in
Kanker district, with an
official police announce-
ment expected soon.

This comes on the heels
of arecent mass surrender
in the region, highlight-
ing the growing impact
of government initiatives
and security operations in
eroding Naxalite strong-
holds.

Speaking to TANS, a
senior police officer on
anonymity said, “Mao-
ists have come forward
in Kanker en-mass but
proper information will be
released by authentication
and due process soon.”

Senior officials could
not be reached or contacted
as they were in the interior
areas of the Bastar region.
The effects of increased
police camps in the interi-
or areas of Bastar, coupled
with the state's new reha-
bilitation policy and the
"Niyad Nellanar" scheme,
are becoming evident on
the ground.

Following a wave of sur-
renders in Sukma, Kanker
has now emerged as a focal
point for defections from
Naxal ranks.

On Monday, notorious
North Bastar Naxalite
leader Raju Salam, along
with his entire Company

No. 5 team, surrendered at
the Kamteda BSF camp in
the Koylibeda police sta-
tion area of Kanker dis-
trict. This event is being
hailed as one of the largest
surrenders in the history
of Chhattisgarh's anti-Nax-
al operations.

Reports suggest it could
pave the way for declar-
ing several areas in North
Bastar as "Naxal-free.” In
a parallel development, in
Kondagaon district, female
Naxalite Geeta alias Kamli
Salam, who carried a
reward of Rs 5 lakh, also
surrendered to the police.

The mass surrender in
Kanker has provided sub-
stantial relief to security
agencies and local adminis-
tration. According to local
sources, more than 100

Maoists arrived in three
buses at the Kamteda BSF
camp, where they laid
down their arms.

Prominent figures
among them include Com-
pany No. 5 commander
Raju Salam, Prasad,
Meena, Bhaskar, and
Rajman. Notably, Raju
Salam and Rajman each
had a bounty of Rs 25 lakh
on their heads.

However, security forces
have yet to come up with an
official announcement. The
group also includes 30 Mao-
ists with rewards exceeding
Rs 5 lakh each, along with
dozens of other active mem-
bers, the source said.

Security forces facili-
tated their safe passage
through a pre-established
secret route, escorting

them from Gendabeda vil-
lage to Kamteda in BSF
buses. The operation was
spearheaded by the Inspec-
tor General of Police,
senior security officers,
and the BSF team.

Initially planned for Octo-
ber 15, the surrender was exe-
cuted a day later for security
reasons. What stands out in
this surrender is the collec-
tive bounty on the heads of
those who defected, exceed-
ing Rs 2.5 crore. Many had
been operating for years in
sensitive zones like the Mad
Division and the Raoghat
Area Committee.

Experts attribute this
success not only to the
efforts of security forces
but also to effective gov-
ernment policies and com-
munity cooperation.

Raipur prepares grand welcome for
PM Modi ahead of Chhattisgarh
silver jubilee celebrations

IANS

RAIPUR: The capital
city of Chhattisgarh is
abuzz with preparations
as it gears up to welcome
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for a landmark visit
on November 1, marking
the state’s Silver Jubilee
celebrations.

The visit, which coin-
cides with the 25th anni-
versary of Chhattisgarh’s
formation, will see the
Prime Minister inaugu-
rate a series of high-profile
events and infrastructure
projects in Atal Nagar,
Nava Raipur (New Raipur).

In August this year,
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi at Par-
liament House, New Delhi,
and formally invited him
to attend Chhattisgarh’s
Amrit Rajat Mahotsav on
November 1 in Raipur.

CM Sai briefed the PM
on key development priori-
ties, including the ‘Anjor
Vision @2047’ roadmap, the
Jan Vishwas Bill 2025, and
the SCRDA initiative for
Nava Raipur.

He emphasised the
event’s historic signifi-
cance as Chhattisgarh
marks 25 years of state-
hood and rapid progress.

Prime Minister Modi
will be the chief guest at
the Chhattisgarh Amrit
Rajat Mahotsav, a com-
memorative festival cele-
brating the state’s journey

since its inception in 2000.

The festivities will begin
at the National Jyotirlinga
Sthal, where the Prime
Minister will formally
inaugurate the Silver Jubi-
lee Festival.

Among the key high-
lights of the visit are the
inauguration of the newly
constructed Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly build-
ing, the Shaheed Veernaray-
an Singh Museum, and the
Academy for AP Sufficient
World “Peace Summit,” a
spiritual training centre
established by the Prajapati
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
University.

Prime Minister Modi is
also expected to interact
with children undergoing
heart surgery at Satya Sai
Hospital, adding a compas-
sionate dimension to the
day’s engagements.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary Manoj Pingua
reviewed the preparations
at the National Jyoti Utsav
site and issued directives
to ensure seamless coordi-
nation.

He confirmed that the
Prime Minister will arrive
in Rajdhani Nagar on the
night of October 31 and
participate in the scheduled
events the following day.

The visit is expected to
be a defining moment in
Chhattisgarh’s develop-
ment narrative, symbolis-
ing both its achievements
and aspirations as it steps
into its next chapter.

Ajmer Dargah row: Hindu Sena
chief files fresh petition seeking

sealing of site

i JAIPUR: The dispute

over the Ajmer Dargah of

. Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

and the Sankat Mochan
Mahadev Temple took a

new turn on Wednesday.

Vishnu Gupta, National
President of the Hindu
Sena, has filed a fresh peti-

tion in Ajmer Civil Court

(West) No. 1, demanding

the immediate sealing of
the area inside the Dargah

complex where a temple

is claimed to have existed,

along with the installation
of CCTV cameras to pre-
serve alleged evidence.

In his petition, Gupta
stated that the activities

taking place in the disput-

ed area could lead to the
destruction or tampering
of vital evidence, poten-

tially affecting a fair probe.

He urged the court to
ensure the protection of

the section of the site where,

according to him, a picture
of Lord Shiva is engraved
on a wall and a Shivalinga is

believed to be present.

The next hearing in the
case has been scheduled
for October 17, 2025.

Making a fresh allega-
tion, Vishnu Gupta has
accused the Ajmer Dargah
Committee of attempting to
erase or damage religious
symbols and artefacts
under the guise of renova-
tion and repair work.

He claimed that such
actions could compromise
crucial evidence that might
help establish the pres-
ence of the Sankat Mochan
Mahadev Temple within the
Dargah premises.

“The court must act quick-
ly to prevent the destruc-
tion of evidence and ensure
transparency through CCTV
surveillance,” Gupta said in
his plea.

The dispute dates back
to September 2024, when
Vishnu Gupta initially
moved the Ajmer Civil
Court, asserting that the
Sankat Mochan Mahadev
Temple existed within the
boundaries of the Ajmer
Sharif Dargah, one of India’s
most revered Sufi shrines.

We defeated BJP in Awadh, Biharis will defeat it in Magadh: Akhilesh Yadav

IANS

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi
Party (SP) President Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Wednesday
launched an attack on the
BJP, urging the people of
Bihar to vote the saffron
party out of power in the
November Assembly polls.
Addressing a press con-
ference here, Akhilesh
Yadav said: "We have defeat-
ed the BJP in Awadh in
Uttar Pradesh. Now it is the
turn of the people of Bihar
to defeat it in Magadh."
Accusing the BJP of
pushing Bihar into unem-
ployment and inflation, the

SP chief appealed to voters
to support candidates from
socialist and alliance parties.
"The BJP has only con-
tributed to joblessness
and rising prices in Bihar.
People must vote for those
who work for social justice
and equality," he said.
Taking a jibe at the Uttar
Pradesh government, he
remarked: "This govern-
ment tells black lies while
sitting at a white table.
When it was time for them
to leave, they suddenly
remembered to clean the
Gomti. The SP had already
developed a model to clean
the Gomti and the Varuna.

The work should continue
on that model."

Akhilesh Yadav accused
the UP’s BJP government
of failing to maintain law
and order, alleging that
atrocities against Dalits,
backward classes, and
minorities were high-
est under its rule. Citing
NCRB data, he said: "Police
are being used for political
purposes, while criminals
roam freely."

On the government’s
idea of promoting 'cow
tourism', Akhilesh Yadav
quipped: "First protect
people from wolves before
talking about cow tour-

ism. One of our MLAs
has reported 43 inci-
dents where people were
attacked by wolves. Serve
cows, we have no objection
-- but save Uttar Pradesh
from bulls first."

Continuing his attack,
he said the BJP has no
governance model to show.
"They talk about encoun-
ters to claim law and order,
but how could incidents
like Banthra happen if that
were true? There’s no fer-
tiliser available anywhere,
sugarcane prices haven’t
increased, and farmers’
lands are being looted," he
alleged.
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US tariffs not a matter of huge concern

for India’s growth RBI Governor

IANS

3 WASHINGTON: Reserve
© Bank of India Gover-
: nor Sanjay Malhotra on
Wednesday asserted that
© the 50 per cent US tariffs on
¢ India are “not a matter of
. huge concern” for India's
{ growth.

While speaking at an

. event during the IMF-
{ World Bank meetings in
i Washington, DC, Malhotra
. said that India’s status as

a “domestic-driven econo-

my” negates the negative
i impact of US tariffs.

“India is mostly domes-

! tic-driven economy. So,
| while we are impacted by
i the higher tariffs, it's not a
 matter of huge concern,”
{ he noted.

However, he added that
“there will be an upside if

. we are able to have an early
{ resolution to the tariffs.”

The Indian trade negotiat-

i ing team is already in Wash-
i ington for the next round of
i trade talks with US officials,
+ and India's chief negotiator
 Rajesh Agrawal is slated to
. arrive late Wednesday.

Governor Reserve Bank of 1a

The RBI Governor also
said that he met members
of the Indian negotiating
team over breakfast to dis-
cuss the issues.

Despite the 50 per cent
tariff hike imposed by the
Donald Trump administra-
tion, India's exports to the
US rose to $45.82 billion in
the first half of the current
financial year (April-Sep-

tember), which represents
a 13.3 per cent increase
over the corresponding
figure of $40.42 billion in
the same period last year.
On Wednesday, the Com-
merce Ministry stated that
India can import more
crude oil and natural gas
worth $12-$13 billion from
the US without altering the
configuration of the refin-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE PROTECTION

eries. The government is
keen to diversify the coun-
try’s energy import portfo-
lio, subject to availability at
the “right price.”

India is also likely to
source more renewable
energy technologies from
the US as part of the trade
package, a step that will
help the country fight cli-
mate change.

The Commerce Minis-
try also said the US is in a
government shutdown, and
with a reduced workforce,
the time isn't right for a
full-fledged negotiation.

Trade talks resume days
after the new US ambas-
sador to India, Sergio Gor
met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval in New Delhi.

Gor also held discus-
sions with Agrawal and
later posted on X, "During
my visit to India, I met
with Commerce Secretary
Agrawal and discussed US-
India economic ties, includ-
ing increased investment
in the United States."

OFFICE OF THE, WILDLIFE WARDEN, WETLAND DIVISION, KASHMIR.
ZAINAKOOT, SRINAGAR.

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders are hereby invited (in two cover system) on Percentage Basis from
approved and eligible contractors registered with PWD/CPWD/MES/ Central/State/UT Governments for the works detailed below:

E-NIT No. 04 OF 2025-26 Dated: 13/10/2025

(Please read the tender document carefully before submission of bid)

Detail of . Est|ma_t ed| Costof Timeof | Class of
S.No | Range . GPS Location Costin | Tender Earnest Money CDR/FDR ]
Estimate Completion | Contractor
Lakhs | Document
2% (two percent) of Advertised Cost at
the time of submission of Bid / Tenders
online &
Dismantling of 5% (five percent) Performance Security
old bund and of the Allotted Cost to be submitted
1 Lakes |re-enforcement| 34.130399124 12.00 Nil within 3 (three) days from the date of 40 DEE/CEE/
" | WLR of existing 74.636061121 ' opening of Financial Bids by successful BEE
bund at bidder (L1) pledged to
Mirgund WLR Wildlife Warden Wetlands Division
Srinagar.
The EMD of 2% (two percent) shall be
released thereafter.

Position of AA / TS: Accorded/Committed.

Position of Funds: Partly Available.

Major Head of Account: CAMPA.

COMPULSORY NOTE & INSTRUCTIONS: -

The hard copies of the documents shall be obtained only from the bidder declared as the Lowest First (L1) after the opening of Financial Bids.
The Lowest First (L1) bidder must submit hard copies of all documents uploaded at the time of bidding within three (03) days from the date of
opening of Financial Bids, without fail. These documents shall include a copy of the JAPWDOMS verified Online Registration Card of the required
class duly renewed, GST-linked bank account certificate, GST registration/latest return, PAN card, and any other relevant documents uploaded

during the time of bidding

a) Only JKPWDOMS online registration contractor cards shall be accepted and the Contractors Name on JKPWDOMS certificate and GTS
Registration Certificate should be identical (any difference in trade name or spelling mismatch in JKPWDOMS and GST certificate shall

not be entertained and rejected out rightly)

b) All contractors/bidders intending to participate in this tender are advised to inspect the locations and nature of works or contact the
0/0 Wildlife Warden, Wetlands Division, Srinagar in case of any clarification before participating in in the tender.
c) All contractors / bidders have to submit Earnest Money Deposit and Performance Security in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Wildlife

Warden, Wetland Division, Kashmir, Srinagar remitted/pledged between Tender Inviting Date and Tender Closing Date only. The bid/

tender without accompanying Earnest Money Deposit shall be rejected out rightly.

d) The allotment / Lol shall be made strictly & only within or as per the approved, allotted & released budgetary allocation at the time of
issuance and shall be valid for the current financial year only.

e) The Advertised Amount shall be deemed as Estimated Amount, difference if any shall be rounded off, the competitive percentage shall
be applicable to the Advertised Amount.

f) Bidders quoting Abnormally Low Bid (ALB) Price shall have to pay additional Performance Security applicable under Rule in addition
to Performance Security detailed above

g Works not completed within the stipulated time of completion shall attract fine under rule and no liability shall be accepted / caried forward.

h) All the documents listed below should be scanned in 100 dpi and uploaded with the bid, providing of Aadhar Card and Contact Number

with Contractor’s Registration Card is mandatory.
The online bids must be accompanied with the following documents: -

Part-I Technical Bid

(Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid)
Valid Registration Card of required class duly renewed for the year 2025-26.
GST linked Bank Account verification certificate.
No Tender Documents Fee (in the shape of Treasury Challan) is required.
Submission of Earnest Money Deposit in shape of CDR/FDR as detailed above is mandatory.
The GST Registration Certificate with GST Clearance ending March-2025.
PAN Card / Aadhar Card / In use Contact Number.

art 11 Financial Bid

PRouswNr

w

of dates given below:

Statement of Advertised Quantity & Consideration Rates on Percentage (%age) basis to be offered by the Contractor / Bidder towards
Department {single amount (percentage) to be quoted by the bidder/contractor on estimated amount} of the advertised quantity of BoQ.

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria specification, Drawings, bill of quantities, (B0OQ), set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be downloaded from the website https://jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule

Date of issue of Tender Notice

13/10/2025

Period of downloading of bidding documents

14/10/2025 to 27/10/2025

Bid submission start date

14/10/2025 from 06:00 PM

Bid submission End date

27/10/2025 upto 06:00 PM

Date & time of opening of technical bids (online)

28/10/2025 at 03:00 PM

S| |W[N |-

Date & time of opening of financial bids (online)

To be notified after technical bid evaluation

1. Clarifications regarding the tendered works will be provided to address any queries raised by contractors/bidders between 2:00 PM

and 4:00 PM, on any day between the Tender Inviting Date and the Tender Closing Date.

2. Bids must be accompanied by the Earnest Money Deposit in shape of CER/FDR pledged to Wildlife Warden, Wetland Division, Kashmir,

Srinagar remitted/pledged between Tender Inviting Date and Tender Closing Date only.

3. The date and time of opening of technical bids shall be notified on website https://jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders

automatically through an e-mail address.
No. WLW(WL)/Acctts/2025-26/114-19

Date: 13/10/2025
DIPK-7202-24
DT: 15/10/2025

Sd/-

Wildlife Warden

Wetland Division, Kashmir,
Srinagar

©CM K¢
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Secretary S&T Chairs TACto
finalise Research Projects

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Depart-
ment of Science and
Technology, Government
of Jammu and Kashmir,
organized a two-day meet-
ing of the Technical Advi-
sory Committee (TAC) of
the J&K Science, Technol-
ogy & Innovation Council
(JKST&IC) on 14th and
15th October 2025 at the
SKICC, Srinagar. The
meeting was chaired by Dr.
Shahid Igbal Choudhary,
Secretary, Science & Tech-
nology, as the Chairperson
of the Committee.

The TAC convened
to evaluate and finalise
research proposals under
the Sponsored Research
and Extension Programme
(SREP)—a flagship initia-
tive of the Science & Tech-
nology Department aimed
at promoting indigenous
research and supporting
scientists in developing
solutions to region-specific
socio-economic and envi-
ronmental challenges.

This year, the Depart-
ment received 525 project
proposals, including 306
from the Kashmir region
and 219 from the Jammu
region, from a wide range
of universities, medical
and technical institutions,
and research laboratories
across the Union Terri-
tory. The proposals were
reviewed across 20 the-
matic areas, focusing on
climate change, glacier
studies, water and energy
security, food sufficiency,
environmental protection,
public health, and natural
disasters, among others.

The Committee com-
prised eminent scien-
tists and academicians,
including Dr. Anish Yadav
(SKUAST-Jammu), Dr.
Parvinder Pal Singh (CSIR-
IIIM Jammu), Dr. Mudasir
Andrabi (SKUAST-Kash-
mir), Dr. Aabid Hussain
Shalla (IUST-Kashmir), Dr.
Meena Sharma (University
of Jammu), Dr. Kumud
Ranjan Jha (SMVDU),
Dr. Ambika Prasad (IIT
Jammu), and Dr. Anil
Bhat (SKUAST-Jammu).

Dr.

Mushtaqg Ahmad
Bhat, Additional Direc-
tor, JKST&IC, served as
Member Secretary of the
Committee.

In his remarks, Dr.

Shahid Choudhary
emphasized that novelty,
methodology, and societal
impact should be central
to the evaluation process.
He reiterated the Govern-
ment’s resolve to build
a strong ecosystem for
research, innovation, and
technological advance-
ment in Jammu & Kash-
mir. “The R&D funding
policy is designed to pro-
vide early-stage support to
promising ideas, enabling
researchers to transform
their innovative concepts
into scalable and sustain-
able solutions,” he stated.

Dr. Choudhary further
underlined that the Science
& Technology and Bio-
technology Departments
have a major mandate to
finance and facilitate R&D
across diverse disciplines.
He urged researchers to
maintain high ethical stan-
dards, ensure the efficient
use of public funds, and
align research priorities
with societal needs while
safeguarding academic
freedom and scientific
excellence.

The Chairperson also
directed the Council to
develop an online portal
for submission, evaluation,
and tracking of research
proposals to ensure trans-
parent and merit-based
funding. He suggested that
universities and research
institutions nominate
expert panels for inter-
nal screening before for-
warding proposals to the
Department.

The TAC concluded
its deliberations with the
finalisation of select high-
impact, regionally relevant
projects that will be placed
before the Government
for approval. The selected
projects are expected to
contribute significantly
to scientific advancement,
policy innovation, and sus-
tainable development in
Jammu & Kashmir.
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RDD finalises roadmap to
set up 20 standardized
food enterprises

We are creating a culture of enterprise, not just employment: Secy RDD

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Secre-
tary, Rural Development
Department (RDD) and
Panchayati Raj, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad, Wednes-
day finalized an action plan
under which the Jammu &
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods
Mission (JKRLM), in col-
laboration with Kerala’s
acclaimed Kudumbashree
Mission, will establish 20
standardized food service
enterprises across the
Union Territory.

Chairing a review meet-
ing of JKRLM, Secretary
said that the partnership
with Kudumbashree aims
to replicate a proven, holis-
tic ecosystem for enterprise
development. “The focus
goes beyond creating food
stalls—it is about building
a structured, sustainable,
and quality-driven frame-
work for women entrepre-
neurs,” he emphasized.

As part of the plan, a
baseline study will identify
potential locations, while
standardized training mod-
ules and continuous men-
torship will ensure long-
term viability of the enter-
prises. A unified brand and
operational guideline will
be developed to maintain
consistency in quality and
service across all units.

A dedicated Kudum-
bashree National Resource
Organization (NRO) team
has already been posi-
tioned to oversee the roll-
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out, which includes ‘Café

Mentor’ training and
the creation of a cadre
of Master Community
Resource Persons (MCRPs)
to provide on-ground sup-
port. “An enterprise moni-
toring system will also be
put in place to track prog-
ress and provide sustained
handholding to women
entrepreneurs,” the Secre-
tary added.

Aijaz Asad highlighted
that JKRLM is intensifying
efforts under the “Lakh-
pati Didi” initiative, with
a strategic shift towards
nurturing “Millionaire
Didis.” The goal is to help
women from Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) move from
earning 21 lakh annually
to 10 lakh and beyond. “So
far, 50 women in Jammu
and Kashmir have already
achieved this milestone,
proudly earning the title
of ‘Millionaire Didi’,” he
informed.

This remarkable success
was nationally recognized
during the launch of the
compendium “Har Didi
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Ek Kahani” in Jammu &
Kashmir on July 3, 2025,
unveiled by Union Minis-
ter for Rural Development
Shri Shivraj Singh Chou-
han during his visit to
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Secretary directed
officials to strengthen
credit linkages for SHGs,
Farmer Producer Orga-
nizations (FPOs), and
Custom Hiring Centres
(CHCs), and to enhance
convergence with Mission
YUVA, PM Formalisation
of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises (PMFME), and
the Lal Ded Stree Shakti
Scheme. These efforts, he
said, are aimed at maximiz-
ing employment genera-
tion and ensuring sustain-
able livelihoods for rural
women across the UT.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of capacity building,
Aijaz Asad instructed offi-
cials to establish Communi-
ty-Managed Training Cen-
tres (CMTCs), identify local
resource persons, and foster
a culture of collective learn-
ing and participation.

“We are committed to
making rural Jammu and
Kashmir a hub of women-
led entrepreneurship and
inclusive growth,” the Sec-
retary affirmed, outlining a
clear roadmap for the Mis-
sion’s next phase of expan-
sion and impact.

Presenting a compre-
hensive overview, Man-
aging Director, JKRLM,
Subhra Sharma, highlight-
ed that under the UMEED
Programme, 7.66 lakh rural
households have been
mobilized into 94,962 SHGs
across 20 districts and 265
blocks. These groups have
received ¥528.86 crore in
capitalization support and
have collectively accessed
%2,806.06 crore in bank
credit since 2013-14, reflect-
ing a strong credit culture
and repayment discipline.

Under the Start-up Vil-
lage Entrepreneurship
Programme (SVEP), 7,280
rural enterprises have been
established across 14 blocks,
with %16.53 crore disbursed
through the Community
Enterprise Fund.

JKRLM has also signed
an MoU with the National
Resource Organisation
(OMPLIS) to strengthen
Cluster Level Federations
(CLFs) and set up Commu-
nity Managed Training Cen-
tres (CMTCs) for training
needs assessment, module
development, and exposure
visits—further accelerating
the rural entrepreneurship
ecosystem.

Diwali arrangements
discussed in Udhampur

Emphasis on green, eco-friendly celebration

GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR: In prepa-
ration for Diwali, a com-
prehensive meeting was
convened under the chair-
manship of Deputy Com-
missioner Saloni Rai, here
in Conference Hall, DC
Office Complex Udhampur.

The meeting included
in-depth discussion on
the arrangements such as
the installation of cracker
stalls, security measures,
traffic management, drink-
ing water supply, power
supply, sanitation, quality
control and pricing checks
of eatables as well as the
deployment of fire tenders.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the govern-
ment functionaries to make
foolproof arrangements
related to their respec-
tive departments well in
advance. She emphasized
the importance of launch-
ing a mass awareness pro-
gram to inspire residents to
celebrate a Green and eco-
friendly Diwali by avoiding
the use of crackers.

The DC further stressed
the need to promote pur-
chase of earthen lamps
(diyas) made of cow dung by
the Self Help Groups under
the National Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission and DUDA.

In a key decision, the
meeting constituted a
multi-department com-
mittee to conduct market

inspection to monitor the
rates and quality of prod-
ucts, particularly sweets,
eatables and fruits during
the festive season.

Subash Stadium was
designated as the venue
for the sale of firecrack-
ers. “The traders shall be
informed that the sale of
firecrackers is only permit-
ted at the designated venue,
Subash Stadium and not at
individual shops,” the DC
directed.

The Jal Shakti and
JPDCL were instructed to
ensure adequate supply of
drinking water and unin-
terrupted power supply
during the festival days
including at Subash Stadi-
um where a large number
of people are expected to
gather for purchasing fire-
crackers.

The CEO Municipality
was tasked with launching
a sanitation drive across
the town focusing on the
venue for cracker stalls
and its surroundings.

The Health Department
was directed to arrange
necessary first aid facili-
ties at Subash Stadium to
manage any emergencies.

The Fire & Emer-
gency Department was
instructed to have standby
Fire Tenders available at
the cracker sale venue
to promptly address any
incidents that may occur
during the sale days.

Apni Party expels Muntazir Mohiuddin for ‘irrelevant’ statements

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Apni Party on
Wednesday expelled its Chief
Spokesperson Muntazir
Mohiuddin for actions con-
trary to the party’s interests.

Party spokesman in a
statement issued here, said,
Apni Party’s Parliamentary
Affairs Committee (PAC)
held a crucial meeting to dis-
cuss the recent statements
issued by the party’s Chief
Spokesperson, Muntazir
Mohiuddin. The meeting
was presided over by the
PAC Chairman Mohammad
Dilawar Mir. After thorough
discussions and delibera-

tions, the committee mem-
bers unanimously decided to
expel Muntazir Mohiuddin
from the party’s
basic member-
ship with imme-
diate effect.
“During the
meeting, the
committee took
serious note
of the recent
irrelevant and
inappropriate
press state-
ments issued by the party’s
Chief Spokesperson, Mr.
Muntazir Mohiuddin, which
were found to be not in the
interest of the party. After

DLSA Budgam convenes 4th
quarterly UTRC Meeting
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BUDGAM: In compliance
with the directions of Execu-
tive Chairman, J&K Legal
Services Authority, Justice
Sanjeev Kumar, District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
Budgam, under the Aegis of
the Jammu & Kashmir Legal
Services Authority, convened
its 4th quarterly Under Trial
Review Committee (UTRC)
meeting Wednesday at confer-
ence hall ADR centre District
Court, Budgam.

The meeting was chaired
by Principal District & Ses-
sions Judge (Chairman,
DLSA) Budgam, O.P Bhagat
who brought together key
stakeholders from the judi-
ciary, police, administration,
and medical fraternity to
address the significant issue
of ensuring fair and expedited
trials for under trial prison-
ers. This collaborative forum
underscores the importance
of a collective approach in
safeguarding the rights of
individuals awaiting trial.

During the meeting, 10
cases involving under trial
prisoners were meticulously
reviewed. Each case under-
went through discussion and
deliberation to understand

the specific circumstances.
The committee formulated
recommendations aimed at
streamlining the judicial pro-
cess and upholding principles
of equity and justice.

O.P. Bhagat emphasized
the vital role of UTRC meet-
ings in strengthening the
criminal justice system and
protecting the fundamental
rights of under trial prison-
ers. He stressed on the impor-
tance of ongoing initiatives
to ensure a fair and efficient
legal process, promoting jus-
tice and transparency.

DLSA Budgam remains
steadfast in its commitment
to ensuring fair and speedy
trials for under trial prison-
ers. The UTRC meetings serve
as a crucial mechanism in
this endeavor, contributing
significantly to a more equita-
ble and efficient Legal system.

The meeting was attended
by Sub-Judge/Secretary,
DLSA Budgam,, Nusrat Ali
Hakak, Senior Superinten-
dent Police, Budgam, Nikhil
Borkar; ASI Central Jail
Srinagar, Ab Rashid; Public
Prosecutor, Budgam, Rajeev
Kumar; Senior Medical Offi-
cer, Central Jail Srinagar, Dr.
Zeenat Hussain and other
concerned.

IRCS Organizes Awareness
Programme on CPR at Amar

Singh College

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Indian
Red Cross Society (IRCS),
Jammu & Kashmir, Sri-
nagar, successfully con-
ducted an Awareness
Programme on Cardio-
pulmonary Resuscitation
(CPR) Wednesday among
students of Amar Singh
College, Srinagar.

The programme, organ-
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ised on the directions
of General Secretary,
Rohit Khajuria, aimed to
empower the youth with
life-saving skills to respond
effectively to cardiac emer-
gencies.

The programme was
presided over by Honorary
Treasurer, IRCS-J&K, G.A.
Qureshi who emphasized
the critical importance of
CPR in saving lives during
sudden cardiac arrests.

He highlighted the
society's ongoing mis-
sion to promote disaster
preparedness and public
health education. "Under

the guidance of the Indian
Red Cross, we are bridg-
ing the gap in emergency
response training, espe-
cially in educational insti-
tutions, to build a safer
J&K," he added.

The programme, con-
ducted in collaboration with
the Zonal Medical Office,
Batamalloo, featured hands-
on training and demonstra-
tions led by expert medical

professionals.

The doctors imparted
essential basics of CPR,
including chest compres-
sions, rescue breaths
tailored for non-medical
participants. Over 30 stu-
dents actively engaged in
practical exercises, foster-
ing confidence in applying
these techniques in real-
life scenarios.

The event underscores
IRCS-J&K's dedication to
community resilience and
aligns with national efforts
to enhance bystander
intervention in cardiac
emergencies.

“CM

thorough deliberations, the
PAC unanimously decided
to expel Mr. Mintazir Mohi-
uddin from the
basic member-
ship of the party
with immedi-
ate effect. The
party reiterated
its commitment
4 to maintaining
discipline, unity,
and collective
. responsibil-
" ity among all its
members and office bear-
ers,” the statement issued
through the party’s Addi-
tional General Secretary
Hilal Ahmad Shah, reads.
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Besides Mohammad Dila-
war Mir, the prominent party
leaders who were present in
the meeting included party
President Syed Mohammad
Altaf Bukhari, Senior Vice
President Ghulam Hassan
Mir, Vice President Javaid
Mustafa Mir, Additional Gen-
eral Secretary Hilal Ahmad
Shah, Chief Coordinator
and District President Abdul
Majeed Padder, Provin-
cial President Mohammad
Ashraf Mir, Media Advisor
Farooq Andrabi, President
of the party’s Youth Wing
Yawar Mir, District President
Budgam Advocate Owais
Ashraf, and others.

Revenge Never Looked This Festive!
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KANTARA A LEGEND: CHAPTER 1 (UA16+)
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4th UTRC Meeting held at Pulwama

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: In compli-
ance to the directions
of NALSA and JK Legal
Services Authority, 4th
Under Trial Review Com-
mittee (UTRC) meeting
was held Wednesday in
the office chambers of Pr.
District & Sessions judge
Pulwama.

The meeting was presid-
ed over by the Pr. District &
Sessions Judge Pulwama,
Secretary DLSA Pulwa-
ma, SSP Pulwama, ADC
Pulwama, Superintendent
of Sub-Jail Pulwama and
Chief LADC Pulwama.

In this meeting the list
of Under trial prisoners
furnished by the con-
cerned authorities was
taken up for consideration.

A total of 6 cases were
taken up and discussed
and out of which 2 cases
were recommended for
consideration by the com-
mittee as per the guide-
lines and remained 4 were
recommended for medical
examination to the con-
cerned medical board in
order to get their present
health status and accord-
ingly concerned court will
decide their release as per
the law.
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