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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication On Air Force Day, greetings to all  @IAF_MCC  personnel & 

their families. The courage, precision & professionalism 
displayed by our air warriors in every mission is truly 
exemplary. Whole nation salutes their selfless service in 
safeguarding our skies & aiding humanitarian efforts.

J&K BOSE Notifies 
Date-Sheet For 
Class 11, 12

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmr Board of  
School Education (J&K 
BOSE) has notified the 
date-sheets for 11th and 

12th  classes 
Annual/ Regu-

lar, 2025 (Oct- 
Nov Session), 
scheduling 
the exami-

nations from 
November 19 

and November 8 
respectively.

In all, over 1,52,000 
students of  class 11th 
(81,000) and 12th (71,000) 
from Kashmir Division 
and winter zone areas of  
Jammu Division includ-
ing students from District 
Kargil are taking up the 
exam in the forthcoming 
session restored by the 
Government back to Octo-
ber- November.

As per the Date- sheet, 
the exams will commence 
on November 8 for class 
12th and November 19 for 
class 11th and are likely to 
conclude by second week 
of  December.

In consideration of  the 
disruptions in the aca-
demic calendar caused 
due to torrential rains/ 
cloudbursts and floods, 
the J&K BOSE has decid-
ed to grant 15% conces-
sion for these classes also 
making attempt of  85% 
marks equivalent to 100%.

The J&K P-06
“ WAR AGAINST TERRORISM IS NOT OVER YET. KINETIC AND NON-KINETIC 

operations must continue. We must maintain the momentum and take stringent action against terrorism 
and its entire ecosystem," LG Sinha had told the officers, during the meeting.

Colleges Reopen In Leh 
After Two Weeks, LG Orders 
Lifting Of Other Curbs

AGENCIES

LEH: Colleges across Leh 
district opened on Wednes-
day, after remaining closed 
for two weeks following the 
September 24 violence, offi-
cials said.

Ladakh Lt Governor 
Kavinder Gupta chaired a 
security review meeting 
and ordered lifting of  other 
restrictions to restore com-
plete normalcy in the Union 
territory, they said.

All colleges reopened on 
Wednesday morning after 
remaining closed since Sep-
tember 24, when Leh was 
rocked by widespread vio-
lence during an agitation 
spearheaded by Leh Apex 
Body and Kargil Democratic 
Alliance for statehood and 
extension of  Sixth Schedule 
safeguards for Ladakh.

The violence left four 
persons dead and scores 
injured. The authorities 
reopened schools up to class 

eight on October 3 and later 
up to class 12 as the situation 
improved.

However, mobile internet 
services remain suspended. 
They are likely to be restored 
within the next couple of  
days, the officials said.

Prohibitory orders under 
Section 163 of  the Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS) Act, banning assem-
bly of  five or more persons, 
are likely to continue for the 
time being, they said.

During the security 
review meeting chaired by 
LG Gupta, officers briefed 
him about the latest develop-
ments, including the phased 
reopening of  schools, colleg-
es, markets, and other public 
institutions across Ladakh.

Expressing satisfaction 
over the gradual return of  
normalcy, Gupta lauded 
the resilience, maturity and 
cooperation of  the people of  
Ladakh in maintaining peace 
and harmony. P-06

Amit Shah To Chair High Level J&K 
Security Review Meeting In Delhi Today
Meet Likely To Focus On Anti-Terror Ops, Infiltration Control, Winter Readiness

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will chair 
a high-level meeting in New 
Delhi on Thursday to review 
the security situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sources said that Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha, 
Chief  Secretary Atal Duloo, 
top officials from the Ministry 
of  Home Affairs, Intelligence 
Bureau, Army, paramilitary 
forces, including CRPF and 
BSF, and Jammu & Kashmir 
Police are expected to attend 

the meeting.
The meeting chaired by 

the Home Minister, sources 
said, “will hold discussions 
on counter infiltration, anti- 
terror operations, winter pre-
paredness and steps needed 
to enhance synergy between 
security agencies.”

Pertinently, the Union 
Home Minister during his 
visit to Jammu last month 
chaired a comprehensive 
security review meeting and 
reiterated the Central Gov-
ernment’s unwavering zero-
tolerance policy against ter-

rorism under the leadership 
of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Shah had directed all secu-
rity agencies to maintain high 
vigil and operate in a coordi-
nated manner to completely 
eradicate terrorism from the 
Union Territory.

Shah had praised the UT 
administration and security 
forces for their exemplary 
efforts in ensuring the peace-
ful and successful conduct of  
the Amarnath Yatra 2025.

It may be recalled that in 
the last week P-06

‘Op Sindoor’ Exhibited How Air 
Power Can Influence Military 
Outcomes: Air Chief Marshal 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Chief  of  Air 
Staff, Air Chief  Marshal AP 
Singh on Wednesday said 
that ‘Operation Sindoor’ 
demonstrated how air power, 
when applied with precision 
and planning, can influence 
military outcomes in a short 
span of  time.

Addressing air warriors 
at the 93rd Indian Air Force 
Day celebrations at Hindon 
Air Base, the Air Chief  
Marshal, said, “Disciplined 
operations, empowered 
leadership, and indigenous 
technology enabled rapid, 
high-impact action across 
the Line of  Control (LoC).”

“Our performance in Oper-
ation Sindoor fills us with pro-
fessional pride. We proved to 
the world how air power can 
be effectively used in shaping 
military outcomes in just a 
few days,” he added.

Pertinently, ‘Operation 
Sindoor,’ launched P-06

2 Soldiers Go Missing In Kokernag 
Forests, Searches Operation On

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

ANANTNAG: Two Army 
soldiers have gone missing in 
the Ahlan Gadole forest belt 
of  Kokernag area in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district, 
prompting a massive search 
operation by security forces.

Official sources said that 
the two soldiers went missing 
on Monday evening during 
an operation in the dense 
forests of  Ahlan Gadole. 
“Contact with them could 
not be established since last 
evening,” they said.

“The missing soldiers were 
part of  a small operational 

team that was carrying out 
searches following specific 
inputs about the presence of  
terrorists in the area,” sourc-
es said, adding, “A sudden 
change in weather conditions 
disrupted the operation, and 
during that time, two soldiers 
went missing.”

The area has recently 
witnessed snowfall, and the 
thick foliage and rough ter-
rain are making the search 
operation difficult.

Sources said additional 
Army personnel have been 
deployed, and every corner 
of  the forest is being combed. 
“Choppers and P-06

SIA Raids Multiple Locations To 

Dismantle Terror Sleeper Cell Network
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In continuation of  
its unrelenting efforts to crack-
down the sleeper cell module, 
the State Investigation Agency 
carried out extensive searches 
at eight locations across seven 
districts in the Kashmir valley 
Wednesday.

In a statement, issued, a 
spokesperson said that the 
searches were conducted as 
part of  an ongoing investigation 
of  case FIR No.

"01/2025 of  Police Station CI/
SIA Kashmir. The case is relat-
ed to the sleeper cell module 
operating in the Valley at the 
behest of  terrorist commanders 
of  proscribed terrorist organ-
isations of  Lashkar-e-Taiba 
and Jaish-e-Mohammad. The 
module is used for spreading 
secessionist propaganda there-
by radicalising and recruiting 
the youth into the terror fold," 
reads the statement.

It reads that Wednesday's 
search operation was con-
ducted simultaneously across 
7 districts in north, central and 
south Kashmir. "During raids, 
substantial incriminating mate-
rials have been seized, and the 
suspects have been rounded 
up for further questioning," it 
reads.

It added that preliminary 
investigation has clearly 

brought out the active engage-
ment of  these entities in a 
terrorist conspiracy aimed at 
propagating and furthering 
anti-India narratives aimed not 
only at challenging the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity 
of  India but also at inciting dis-
affection, public disorder, and 
communal hatred.

"Searches highlight the con-
tinued and unrelenting P-06

CS Reviews Progress On Digitization, 
Modernization Of Land Records

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo 
Wednesday reviewed 
the progress of  the 
ongoing Digitiza-
tion and Modern-
ization of  Land 
Records project in 
Jammu and Kash-
mir, emphasizing 
that although the exer-
cise is complex and arduous, 
it remains vital for ensuring 
transparency, accurate land 
ownership records, efficient 
planning, and improved agri-
cultural practices across the 
Union Territory.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary, Revenue, 
Kumar Rajeev Ranjan; Direc-
tor, Survey & Land Records; 
Inspector General, Regis-
tration; CEO, State Health 
Agency and other senior 
officers, while all Deputy 
Commissioners participated 
through video conferencing.

The Chief  Secretary 
underscored the impor-
tance of  completing the dig-

itization process with 
utmost accuracy, 

observing that a 
significant propor-
tion of  land-related 
disputes stem from 
discrepancies in 

land records. He 
directed the con-

cerned officers to ensure 
regular monitoring and eval-
uation of  the progress being 
achieved and to accomplish 
the modernization process in 
every respect within the next 
six to seven months.

Taking a detailed review 
of  the current status, Dulloo 
instructed the Director, Land 
Records, to issue clear guide-
lines to all Deputy Com-
missioners regarding the 
procedure for recreation of  
missing musavis (cadastral 
maps) in certain villages. He 
asked that necessary support 
be extended to P-06

100-120 Terrorists Believed To Be 

Near LoC Launch Pads: IG BSF 
SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: The Border 
Security Force (BSF) on 
Wednesday said approxi-
mately 100 to 120 terror-
ists are currently stationed 
across the Line of  Control 
(LoC) and may attempt infil-
tration before winter sets in.

“Two months are still left 
before harsh winters. Ter-
rorists can try infiltration 
during this period. Our intel-
ligence agencies are analys-
ing their activities and we 
are taking countermeasures 
from our side,” Inspector 
General (IG) BSF Kashmir 
Frontier, Ashok Yadav said.

Speaking to the media 
after unveiling a statue of  
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at 
the BSF Sector Headquarters 
in Pantha Chowk, Srinagar, 
Yadav said the security along 

the Line of  Control (LoC) in 
Kashmir remains tight, with 
constant monitoring and 
countermeasures in place 
to prevent any infiltration 
attempts by terrorists sta-
tioned across the border.

The IG BSF, Ashok Yadav, 
said troops are maintaining 
high alert and are equipped 
with modern surveillance 

systems to detect and neu-
tralise any infiltration 
attempts.

“We remain alert along 
the border and act on every 
alert. We receive frequent 
intelligence about attempted 
infiltrations and keep the 
area under domination to 
ensure infiltration does not 
succeed," he said.

He said any infiltration 
attempt is being responded 
to with force. “With our mod-
ernised forces, if  any attempt 
is made, we will neutralise 
it,” he added.

The IG BSF said there 
has been no major terrorist 
infiltration so far this year, 
and all attempts have been 
foiled. The BSF, along with 
the Army, is conducting con-
tinuous area domination and 
surveillance along the LoC, 
he said.

“BSF personnel are always 
on alert with the Army on the 
LoC. We have many intelli-
gence inputs that terrorists 
are ready across the LoC at 
launching pads for infiltra-
tion,” he said.

The IG said the BSF and 
other security forces are 
using the latest technology 
to monitor P-06

Omar Harmed Innocent Kashmiris 
During His Rule: LoP Sharma

Police Conduct Raids 
At Residences Of 
Hurriyat, Jei Affiliates

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: In North Kashmir, 
Handwara Police conducted tar-
geted searches at the residences 
of  individuals associated with 
proscribed organisations Hurriyat 
and Jamaat-e-Islami (JeI).

Officials said the searches 
were carried out at the residence 
of  Ghulam Hassan Khan, son 
of  Habibullah Khan, resident of  
Maidan Chogol, associated with 
the banned Hurriyat Conference, 
and at the residence of  Abdul Ahad 
Lone, son of  Abdul Aziz Lone, resi-
dent of  Wahipora, associated with 
the proscribed JeI outfit.

Police sources said the searches 
were conducted as part P-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Leader of  
the Opposition (LOP) Sunil 
Sharma on Wednesday chal-
lenged Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah to name any BJP 
leader who ‘offered’ to form a 
government with the Nation-
al Conference, if  there is any 
truth to his claims that he 
had the option of  forming a 
government with the party.

Addressing a news confer-
ence, Sharma demanded that 
the Chief  Minister identify 
the BJP leader who made 
such an offer, if  there is even 
an iota of  truth in his claims.

“Omar Abdullah is claim-
ing everywhere that he had 
two options in 2024: either 
to form a government or to 
run it alone. I don’t know in 
which dream the BJP offered 
an alliance to his party. I say 
this with full responsibility-
if  any BJP leader made such 
an offer, he should prove it 
and reveal it. He is resorting 
to concocted stories, claim-
ing he had the option to form 
a government. The BJP’s 

doors were shut to him then, 
and they remain shut now,” 
Sharma said.

He added that Omar 
Abdullah should either prove 
the BJP offered him an alli-
ance or apologise for making 
misleading statements.

“On one hand, Chief  Min-
ister Omar Abdullah is creat-
ing hatred against the BJP in 
Kashmir, while on the other, 
he is meeting our leaders and 
offering bouquets and shawls 
to them in Delhi,” Sharma 
said, adding that Abdullah’s 
statements reek of  political 
indecency.

Referring to Omar Abdul-
lah’s recent P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION TANGMARG.
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (CIVIL WORKS)

NIT No: 75/R&B of 2025-26 Dated: 07-10-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,  CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. 
No Name of Work

Adv. Cost
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of 
T/Doc.(In 
Rupees)

Earnest 
money (In 
Rupees )

Time of
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

Project 
Authority

Tender 
call 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 Establishment of Kindergarten  at 
MS Batpora. 0.50 200/- 1000/- 15 days UT Capex 

2025-26 DEE Director School 
Education Kashmir  1st

2 Establishment Of Kindergarten  at 
PS Peer Gori Mohahalla  Wailoo. 0.50 200/- 1000/- 15 days UT Capex 

2025-26 DEE --do-- 1st

3 Establishment  Of Kindergarten  at 
MS Krishama 0.50 200/- 1000/- 15 days UT Capex 

2025-26 DEE --do-- 1st

4 Establishment  Of Kindergarten  at 
MS Branar 0.50 200/- 1000/- 15 days UT Capex 

2025-26 DEE --do-- 1st

5 Establishment of Kindergarten at 
MS Reram. 0.50 200/- 1000/- 15 days UT Capex 

2025-26 DEE --do-- 1st

6 Establishment  Of Kindergarten  at 
Boys High School Shouch Palpora 0.50 200/- 1000/- 15 days UT Capex 

2025-26 DEE --do-- 1st

Position Of AAA: Accorded 
Position of T.S: Accorded 
Position of funds:  Assured
1.	 The	Bidding	documents	Consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	Drawings,	bill	of	quantities	(B.O.Q),Set	

of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below·-

2. 
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 07-10-2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 08-10-2025
3 Bid submission Start Date 08-10-2025
4 Bid Submission End Date 16-10-2025 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 17-10-2025 11:00 AM

3. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start date and 
bid submission end date) with NIT No. , Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in  favour of Executive Engineer R&B 
Division Tangmarg (tender inviting authority) 

4. All the bidders must upload  Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) (The Date of earnest money/Bid security  should be between the 
Bid Submission start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

5. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid security 
@2% shall be released to the successful bidder only on receipt of Performance Security @ 5% of Contract value which shall be released 
after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

38. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25(Double agreement Form), NIT, GFR 2017 & JK PWD Engineering Manual 2020. 
39. As per the Circular No. 01 (Adm) FD of 2025 Dated: 08-07-2025 issued by Finance Department of UT J&K “Every participating 

supplier/contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. 
No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST 
registered number of the successful bidder”.

 Sd/-
No: R&B / Divn./ Tang/4934-45                    Sd/-   Executive Engineer
Dated:		07-10-2025	 	 	 	 	 Technical	Officer		 R&B	Division	Tangmarg.

DIPK-6935-25
DT: 08/10/2025

Nanda reviews progress 
of ongoing development 
works in Forest sector

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner Secretary, Forest, 
Ecology, and Environment, 
Sheetal Nanda, Wednesday 
chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review the progress 
on ongoing development 
works being executed across 
the Union Territory in the 
Forest and allied sectors.

The meeting focused on 
initiatives under various 
schemes including CAPEX, 
Compensatory Afforesta-
tion Fund Management 
and Planning Authority 
(CAMPA), Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes (CSS), and 
Green India Mission (GIM).

During the detailed 
review many issues were 
discussed threadbare 
including District-wise 
physical and financial 
achievements for the year 
2024-25 and 2025-26 under 
various Centrally spon-
sored schemes. Also  dis-
cussion was held on the 
funds received, expendi-
ture incurred, utilization 
certificates submitted 
under CSSs/CSs (2024-
25). She also reviewed the 
Annual Plan of  Operations 
(APOs) approved and funds 
received for the year 2025-
26 as well as work-wise 
physical and financial 
progress under UT CAPEX 
budget (2025-26),Updated 
progress in respect of  
budget announcements for 
the year 2025-26 were also 
discussed. Latest status of  
approved projects under 
Special Assistance to 

States for Capital Invest-
ment (SASCI) was also 
reviewed.

Commissioner Secre-
tary exhorted officers to 
ensure that all schemes, 
especially the Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes, are 
implemented in letter 
and spirit. She laid stress 
on intensifying planta-
tion drives and expedit-
ing financial bookings 
especially under CAPEX 
Budget throughout the 
districts.

 The Commissioner Sec-
retary issued strict direc-
tives for the timely execu-
tion and quality delivery of  
all departmental projects. 
She directed various depart-
ments under the Forest 
umbrella  to ensure  a mini-
mum of 70% of all planned 
works, including infrastruc-
ture upgrades, afforesta-
tion and other conservation 
efforts are completed by 
December 2025.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary directed that winter 
plantation activities must 
commence immediately in 
temperate zones of  UT. She 

underlined that this initia-
tive will cover degraded 
forest areas, urban green 
spaces and community 
lands.

Implementing agencies 
were urged to immediately 
expedite the installation of  
Boundary Pillars (BPs) for 
forest land demarcation as 
well as in wetlands across 
UT, to ensure legal protec-
tion and clarity of  forest 
boundaries.

 Recognizing the poten-
tial of  Ecotourism in pro-
moting sustainable liveli-
hoods, the Commissioner 
Secretary instructed that 
all pending Nagar Van 
(Urban Forest) projects 
must be finalized and made 
operational by December 
2025. She added that these 
projects aim to create 
accessible green spaces in 
urban areas, fostering com-
munity engagement and 
biodiversity conservation.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary also underscored the 
need for enhanced inter-
departmental coordination 
and proactive field-level 
execution. Departments 

were also encouraged to 
maintain transparency, 
adopt modern monitoring 
tools, and actively engage 
local communities in plan-
tation and conservation 
efforts.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
ecological preservation, 
sustainable development, 
and climate resilience 
through community-driv-
en forestry initiatives.

The meeting was 
attended by  Suresh 
Kumar Gupta, Princi-
pal Chief  Conservator of  
Forests (PCCF) & Head 
of  Forest Force (HoFF); 
Sarvesh Rai, Chief  Wild-
life Warden, J&K; Vasu 
Yadav, Chairman Pollution 
Control Committee; Sand-
eep Kujur, Director Social 
Forestry J&K along with 
all Chief  Conservators of  
Forests (CCFs), Director 
Finance (Forest), Conser-
vators of  Forests (CFs), 
Regional Directors (RDs), 
and Divisional Forest Offi-
cers (DFOs) of  both the 
regions.

Police, Public Unite Against Drug 

Abuse Through Civic Programme
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a vibrant 
effort to combat the 
scourge of  drug abuse, 
the District Police Sri-
nagar organized a power-
ful Nukkad Natak (street 
play) show at Pratap Park 
Wednesday. The event, 
held under the theme “Say 
No to Drugs, Yes to Life,” 
was a key initiative of  the 
Civic Action Programme 
for 2025-26.

The open-air theatre 
proved to be a significant 
success, effectively drawing 
public attention to the rising 
challenge of  drug addiction 
in society. Through compel-
ling performances, local 
artists dramatized various 
facets of  the issue, shed-
ding light on the devastat-
ing adverse effects of  drug 
addiction on an individu-
al's health, its corrosive 

impact on families, and the 
broader consequences for 
the community.

The performances were 
highly informative and 
engaging, using relatable 
scenarios to connect with 
the audience. The power-
ful depictions left a lasting 
impression on all attend-

ees, effectively communi-
cating the urgency of  the 
message.

The event saw a notable 
gathering of  senior police 
officials, including Sh. Raja 
Zoheb Tanweer, JKPS, SP 
East Srinagar; Sh. Mohd. 
Yasser Parrey, JKPS, SDPO 
Kothibagh; and Sh. Inspr. 

Adil Rashid, SHO P/S Kot-
hibagh. Their presence 
underscored the police 
department's commitment 
to community engagement 
in tackling this menace. 
The audience was a diverse 
mix of  students, commu-
nity members, and local 
shopkeepers, reflecting 
a collective community 
resolve against drug abuse.

At the conclusion of  the 
programme, refreshments 
were served to all partici-
pants. In recognition of  
their impactful efforts, the 
performing artists were 
presented with suitable 
cash prizes.

The initiative by the Sri-
nagar Police marks a cru-
cial step in using art and 
public outreach as tools for 
social change, empowering 
the community to choose 
life over the perils of  drug 
addiction.

'Wanvun' Breathes New Life into 
Kashmir's Endangered Art Forms

DC Kupwara 
reviews Progress on 
Establishment of KVK

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kupwara, Shrikant Suse 
Wednesday convened a meeting of  
concerned officers at the DC Office 
Complex to review the progress and 
resolve the issues related to the estab-
lishment of  the Kendriya Vidyalaya 
Kupwara.

During the meeting, the DC direct-
ed concerned Tehsildar to demarcate 
the land identified for the project as 
requested Kendriya Vidyalaya San-
gathan. He further instructed the 
District Education Planning Officer, 
Kupwara to finalize the registration 
formalities and submit the same 
within three days.

The DC also directed the nodal offi-
cer for KV Drugmulla (Principal Ken-
driya Vidyalaya Baramulla) to make 
necessary arrangements for starting 
the academic activities of  Kendriya 
Vidyalaya at the temporary accommo-
dation provided by district adminis-
tration at the earliest, so that students 
of  the district can benefit from quality 
education and co-curricular exposure 
under the Kendriya Vidyalaya frame-
work.

DC stressed that ensuring func-
tional Kendriya Vidyalaya at the 
earliest is top priority of  district 
administration and all efforts shall 
be undertaken for benefit of  students 
of  kupwara. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: In a significant boost to 
the preservation of  intangible cul-
tural heritage, a project sanctioned 
by the Ministry of  Culture, Govern-
ment of  India, has successfully doc-
umented and revived several dying 
folk art forms of  Kashmir. The initia-
tive, titled “Wanvun (The Dying Folk 
Art of  Kashmir),” was executed by 
the Tulkul Arts and Media Collective 
based in Hanjigund, Chadoora.

Conducted from May 11 to August 
31, 2025, the extensive, research-
based project involved the documen-
tation of  a wide array of  traditional 
arts. The documented forms includ-
ed Bhand Pather (traditional folk 
theatre), BhandChuk, Hafiz Nagma, 
the iconic Rouf  dance, Bacha Nagma, 
and the intricate Henziye Wanvun. 
The project scope also extended to 
Kashmiri handicrafts, the culinary 
artistry of  the Wazwan, and tradi-
tional costumes.

Led by Rayees Wathori with sup-
port from Tahir Ahmad Najjar, the 
initiative went beyond mere docu-
mentation. It provided local folk art-
ists with platforms to perform and 
conducted workshops aimed at the 
younger generation.

“This project was crucial to bridge 
the gap between our youth and their 
heritage. In this digital age, many 
had grown distant from our artis-
tic legacy. The workshops sparked 

a genuine interest in them,” said 
Wathori.

A particularly poignant outcome 
of  the project was the facilitation of  
a cultural reunion with members 
of  the Kashmiri Hindu community 
who had migrated during the 1990s. 
In collaboration with these commu-
nities, special workshops and perfor-
mances of  ‘Henziye Wanvun’ were 
organized, reviving a shared tradi-
tion and strengthening social bonds.

“Performing Henziye Wanvun 
with members of  the Pandit commu-
nity was an emotional experience. 
It was a powerful reminder of  our 
shared culture and a step towards 
healing through art,”  Najjar noted.

The project has been widely 
appreciated across the Valley, with 
many lauding the Ministry of  Cul-
ture for its farsighted initiative. By 
achieving its objectives on artis-
tic, cultural, and social levels, the 
"Wanvun" project has ensured that 
the rich tapestry of  Kashmir's folk 
traditions is preserved and revital-
ized for future generations.

Host Team J&K Storms Into 
Next Stage of 69th National 
School Games

DLSA Budgam launches Awareness 
Drive on Welfare Schemes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA), Budgam launched 
Campaign under which 
several Programmes, 
drives, door to door cam-
paigns, one to one interac-
tions etc. were conducted 
in various areas of  District 
Budgam in order to sensi-
tize people about the vari-
ous benefits and welfare 
schemes available for the 
widows.

 A team of  Para Legal 
Volunteers (PLV) was 
deputed for the said 
Campaign which was 
conducted in view of  

NHRC advisory on pro-
tection of  human rights 
of  widows.

The programme was con-
ducted under the leadership 
of  Chief Justice of  the High 
Court of  Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh, and Patron-in-
Chief, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, Justice Arun 
Palli, and Executive Chair-
man, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar and was conducted 
under the directions of  
Member Secretary, J&K 
Legal Services Authority, 
Shazia Tabassum; Chair-
man, District Legal Servic-
es Authority, Budgam, O.P. 
Bhagat. The Campaign was 
launched under the active 
guidance of  Secretary, 
DLSA Budgam, Nusrat Ali 
Hakak.

The primary objec-
tive of  the campaign was 
to sensitize people about 
the various benefits and 
schemes available to 
widows, ensuring that they 
are made aware of  and sub-

sequently they can avail 
themselves of  the welfare 
measures and legal aid 
provided for their support 
and empowerment.

The  PLVs of  DLSA 
Budgam conducted door-
to-door awareness cam-
paigns, one to one inter-
action Sessions with the 
widows in need and several 
other community aware-
ness drives were conduct-
ed by the deputed PLV’s 
of  district Budgam across 
the length and breadth of  
the district to inform the 
general public about the 
widow welfare schemes 
available in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

PLVs imparted aware-
ness regarding promi-
nent schemes for widows 
in the Union Terri-
tory which including 
Indira Gandhi National 
Widow Pension Scheme 
(IGNWPS) which Pro-
vides financial assis-
tance to eligible Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) 
widows aged 40 years 
and above,      Integrated 
Social Security Scheme 
(ISSS) which is  a state-
sponsored initiative pro-
viding financial aid to 
widows and women in 
distress,  AASRA Scheme 
which offers insurance 
coverage to destitute and 
underprivileged women 
and  State Rehabilita-
tion Council’s Schemes 
which Provides  pensions 
to widows of  militancy 
victims.

   DLSA Budgam is Com-
mitted that human rights 
of  all human beings par-
ticularly widows are pro-
tected and promoted.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The third 
day of  the 69th National 
School Games Football 
(U/19 Boys) witnessed 
another exciting display of  
skill, determination, and 
sportsmanship across dif-
ferent venues in Srinagar, 
with several high-scoring 
and closely fought encoun-
ters captivating spectators 
and football lovers alike.

At the TRC Ground, 
Kerala outplayed Uttara-
khand with a confident 2–0 
victory, with Jaleel and 
Sheril emerging as the goal 
scorers. In another match 
at the same venue, Central 
Board of  School Educa-
tion registered one of  the 
most dominant wins of  
the tournament by defeat-
ing Puducherry 7–0, led 
by a brilliant hat-trick 
from Keith, while Ujjwal, 
Jagran, Nandan, and 
Prahlad added a goal each 
to the scoreboard. Maha-
rashtra, too, showcased 
attacking brilliance, over-
powering Odisha 6–2 in an 
entertaining clash that saw 
Saad score a superb hat-
trick, supported by Akash, 
Mayur, and Pritham, while 
Montu Nag and Shankra 
netted one goal each for 
Odisha.

Meanwhile, at the Kash-
mir University Ground, 
Manipur displayed excep-
tional form by defeating 
Telangana 6–0, with Hitler 
Singh standing out as 
the top performer of  the 
match. Andhra Pradesh 
continued their winning 
run with a clinical perfor-
mance against DAV college 
Management Committee, 
ensuring another crucial 

victory in the group stage 
by 4-0, while as in another 
interesting battle between 
Vidya Bharti locked 
their horns against Uttar 
Pradesh but the match 
ended in a tie as no team 
was able to hit the Goal.

At the Green Valley 
Ground, Meghalaya 
stunned Tamil Nadu with 
a remarkable 9-0 goal win, 
thanks to an extraordinary 
performance by Kyrmens 
Khem, while International 
Board Schools Sports Orga-
nization edged past Guja-
rat in a closely contested 
encounter by 2-1, demon-
strating impressive compo-
sure under pressure.

At the Rugby ground 
host team Jammu and 
Kashmir defeated Punjab 
by 3-1, in another battle 
Madya Pradesh defeated 
Chandigarh by 1-0 while 
as Chatisgarh won another 
battle by 2-0 after defeating 
Rajasthan.

With every passing day, 
the tournament continues 
to gain momentum, show-
casing the future stars of  
Indian football and the 
growing sporting culture 
in Jammu & Kashmir. The 
Department of  Youth Ser-
vices & Sports, J&K, under 
the dynamic leadership of  
its officers, has ensured 
smooth conduct and pro-
fessional management of  
matches, including live 
streaming, social media 
coverage, and timely 
publicity updates. These 
efforts have significantly 
enhanced the visibility of  
the event across the coun-
try, bringing national 
attention to J&K’s commit-
ment towards youth sports 
development.
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Dy. CM conducts 
extensive tour of Lasjan–
Sumerbugh areas
Takes on-spot assessment of road infrastructure, other projects

Sakeena Itoo reviews progress on recruitments 
in Health, Education departments

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

JAMMU AND KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD (JKSSB)
MUTHI, AKHNOOR ROAD, JAMMU/ZAM ZAM COMPLEX, RAMBAGH, SRINAGAR WWW.JKSSB.NIC.IN

Subject:  Document Verification of candidates falling under consideration zone for the various posts for which the OMR based 
written examination was held on 29-06-2025 -Supplementary Document Verification thereof.

NOTIFICATION
All such candidates who are falling under consideration zone and were called for Document Verification for the following posts, vide 
Notification No. JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/23/2025-03 (7699962) dated: 24-09-2025 & JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/23/2025-03 
(7699962) dated: 26-092025, but could not appear before the Document Verification Committee(s) on 29-09-2025, due to various 
reasons, are hereby given last and final opportunity to appear before the Document Verification Committee on 13-10-2025 (Monday) 
from 11 AM to 04.30 PM at JKSSB, Central Office, Muthi, Akhnoor Road, Jammu (Jammu Centre Based Candidates) and at JKSSB, 
Central Office, Zam Zam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar (Kashmir Centre Based Candidates), failing which no further claims in this regard 
shall be entertained at any stage.

S. No. Name of the Post Advertisement No. Item No.
1 Foreman 01 of 2021 27
2 Laboratory Technician 01 of 2021 28
3 Laboratory Technician 66
4 Assistant Programmer 04 of 2020 96
5 Gardener

04 of 2025 

08
6 Gardener 09
7 Farash 10
8 Traffic Orderly 11
9 Multi-Taskinq Staff (MTS) 12

10 Masalchi 13
11 Khansama-III 14

No.: JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/23/2025-03 (7699962) Reyaz Ahmad Malik (JKAS)
Dated: 07-10-2025  Controller of Examinations 
 J&K Services Selection Board 

DIPK-6969-25
DT: 08/10/2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief  
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary Wednesday conduct-
ed an extensive tour of  the 
Lasjan–Sumerbugh area 
and took stock of  vari-
ous public issues in these 
areas.

 MLA Chadoora, Ali 
Mohammad Dar; Chief  
Engineer R&B, senior offi-
cers of  PW (R&B) depart-
ment and other officers 
also accompanied the 
Deputy CM during the 
tour.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
interacted with several 
public delegations who 
apprised him of  various 
local issues related to road 
connectivity and infra-
structure.

He directed the Chief  
Engineer to immediately 
start work on the Lasjan–
Kadlabal road, which is 
being upgraded at an esti-
mated cost of  ₹11 crores by 

way of  the rigid pavement.
Deputy Chief  Minister 

directed the concerned 
officers to complete the 
pending work by Novem-
ber ending so that the 
road can be dedicated 
for general public use by 
December.

He further instructed 
the concerned officers to 
ensure the timely comple-
tion of  the Seer–Sum-
erbugh bridge by 15th 
December.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
strengthening road infra-
structure and ensuring 
time-bound completion of  
all ongoing developmen-
tal projects for the conve-
nience of  the public.

He also inspected the 
ongoing macadamization 
at Wanabal- Nowgan road 
and instructed the con-
cerned XEN to check the 
standard of  material to 
maintain the quality of  
road.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Wednesday reviewed the 
ongoing process of  recruit-
ments in the Health and 
Medical Education, Social 
Welfare and Education 
departments, emphasiz-
ing the need for expediting 
appointments to ensure 
better service delivery at 
the grassroots level.

Chairing a review meet-
ing with senior officers 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
Service Selection Board 
(JKSSB), the Minister 
underlined the impor-
tance of  strengthening key 
public service sectors, par-
ticularly health, which con-
tinues to play a critical role 
in community welfare. She 
expressed concern over 
the delay in filling vacant 
posts and directed that all 
procedural bottlenecks be 
addressed on priority to 
ensure timely recruitment.

“The health sector 
is directly linked to the 

well-being of  our people. 
Timely filling of  medical, 
paramedical, and support 
staff  positions is essential 
for improving patient care 
and reducing the work-
load on existing employ-
ees,” Minister Sakeena 
maintained.

The Minister also took 
stock of  vacancies in the 
Education department, 
stressing that schools, 
especially in rural and far-
flung areas, must not suffer 
due to staff  shortages. She 
called for a transparent 
and merit-based recruit-
ment process to ensure 
deserving candidates are 

given fair opportunities.
The Minister urged the 

concerned authorities to 
maintain coordination 
between recruiting agen-
cies and departments 
to avoid unnecessary 
delays. She reiterated her 
commitment to ensuring 
that both the health and 
education sectors receive 
focused attention, noting 
that these are the pillars 
of  a progressive and inclu-
sive society.

“The youth of  Jammu 
and Kashmir are our 
strength. Creating employ-
ment oppor tunities 
through timely and trans-

parent recruitment will 
not only strengthen insti-
tutions but also restore 
faith in governance,” the 
Minister stated.

W h i l e  r ev i e w i n g 
status of  recruitments 
in Social Welfare depart-
ment, Sakeena Itoo 
underscored the need for 
regular monitoring and 
inter-departmental coor-
dination to avoid proce-
dural delays. She called 
upon officials to submit 
detailed status reports 
on vacancies, selection 
progress, and appoint-
ment timelines to ensure 
continuous oversight.

Javid Dar inaugurates International 
Geospatial Conference at IUST

Sakeena Itoo addresses White 
Coat wearing ceremony of new 
MBBS batch at GMC

Javid Dar inaugurates 
SARAS Mela at Srinagar

Div Com reviews Progress on 
Comprehensive Sewerage 
Scheme of Greater Srinagar

PIB J&K Media Delegation Visits Mumbai Film City

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Health and Medical 
Education, Social Welfare 
and Education, Sakeena 
Itoo Wednesday addressed 
the White Coat (apron) 
wearing ceremony of  
new MBBS batch at Gov-
ernment Medical College 
Srinagar and formally wel-
comed the students.

Secretary Health and 
Medical Education, Dr. 
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah; 
Principal GMC Srinagar, 
faculty members of  the col-
lege and large number of  
students were present on 
the occasion.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Minister Sakeena con-
gratulated the fresh batch 
of  students for securing 
admission to one of  the 
oldest and most reputed 
medical institutions of  
J&K. She underlined that 
pursuing medicine is not 
merely an academic jour-
ney but a lifelong commit-
ment to serve humanity 
with compassion, integ-
rity, and professionalism.

“The medical profession 
is built on trust and empa-
thy. As future doctors, your 

duty extends beyond treat-
ing diseases”, she stated.

The Minister urged the 
students to blend scientif-
ic excellence with ethical 
responsibility, reminding 
them that medicine is both 
an art and a science.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s continued focus on 
strengthening healthcare 
infrastructure and medi-
cal education, the Minister 
noted that GMC Srinagar 
has played a pivotal role in 
shaping the healthcare land-
scape of  Jammu and Kash-
mir. She assured full govern-
ment support for ongoing 
projects aimed at upgrading 
teaching, research, and hos-
pital facilities.

Secretary Health and 
Medical Education in 
his address spoke about 
importance of  medical pro-
fession, ethics and emerg-
ing sciences and urged 
upon students to become 
best physicians.

Principal GMC Sri-
nagar, Dr. Iffat Hassan 
in her speech touched 
various aspects of  college 
including its origin and 
journey of  becoming one 
of  the major Medical col-
leges in J&K.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Anshul Garg, chaired 
a high-level meeting to 
review the progress of  the 
Comprehensive Sewerage 

Scheme – Zone III of  Great-
er Srinagar.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Commissioner, 
Srinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (SMC); Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar; Chief  Engineer, 
KPDCL; Superintending 
Engineer, UEED; along 
with officers from R&B, 
NBCC, and the Revenue 
Department.

During the meeting, 
officials from NBCC pre-
sented a detailed status 
report on the project. It 
was informed that Trunk 
Sewer Line is 99% com-
plete, Lateral Sewer Line 
is 100% completed, 60 
MLD STP is 98% complete, 
Household connections 
have been fully achieved 
and 60 MLD Infall Pump 
Station is 100% complete.

It was directed that trial 
runs of  the completed 

system shall be started on 
16th October 2025, which 
would cover 2 out of  the 
3 zones of  the city being 
taken up under the Proj-
ect targeting a coverage 
of  over 13000 households 
in all.

The meeting also dis-
cussed key challenges 
affecting the project, 
including the relocation of  
shops, realignment of  PHE 
lines, and shifting of  11KV 
and 33KV power lines.

Emphasizing timely 
completion, the Divi-
sional Commissioner 
called for swift resolu-
tion of  all outstanding 
issues, including those 
hindering household 
connectivity. He also 
instructed the con-
cerned departments to 
explore suitable land for 
the relocation of  shops, 
which is essential for 
linking Sector-I to the 
main sewerage network.

The Div Com directed 
all executing agencies 
to ensure that the entire 
segment of  the project is 
commissioned as per the 
scheduled timeline. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MUMBAI: On the third 
day of  the ongoing PIB J&K 
Media Tour to Mumbai, the 
delegation of  journalists 
from Jammu and Kash-
mir visited the Dadasaheb 
Phalke Chitranagri (Film 
City) in Goregaon. The visit 
aimed to familiarize media 
persons with the creative and 
technical aspects of  filmmak-
ing and the functioning of  
India’s film industry.

The visit was facilitated by 
officials from the Maharash-
tra Film, Stage and Cultural 
Development Corporation 
Limited, with coordination 
by PIB Mumbai, ensuring 
that the delegation witnessed 
multiple shooting locations 
within the sprawling 520-acre 
Film City premises, a space 
synonymous with India’s cin-
ematic excellence.

The media team visited 
sets of  popular national and 
regional films and television 

serials, and interacted with 
technicians and artists to 
gain insights into various 
aspects of  film production 
and shooting. The delegation 
also visited Whistling Woods 
International Institute, 
located within the Film City 
complex, where they toured 
VFX studios and learned 
about emerging technologies 
in film production.

Following the Film City 
visit, the delegation toured 
Whistling Woods Interna-

tional, where they were 
introduced to advanced 
studios and editing facili-
ties equipped with modern 
technology. The senior offi-
cials of  the institute briefed 
the team about the growing 
use of  virtual production 
technologies, which have 
significantly reduced the 
need for outdoor shooting 
and streamlined the film-
making process.

Speaking about the visit, 
Ms. Neha Jalali, Director, PIB 

Jammu, said, “The Film City 
visit provided an invaluable 
opportunity for our media 
colleagues from Jammu and 
Kashmir to understand the 
evolution of  Indian cinema, 
the new technologies shap-
ing the industry, and the 
immense creative possi-
bilities that lie within visual 
storytelling. Such exposure 
deepens their perspective on 
how media, culture, and tech-
nology intersect to influence 
contemporary narratives.”

Sriyanka Chatterjee, 
Media and Communication 
Officer, PIB Mumbai, also 
accompanied the group.

The ongoing five-day PIB 
J&K Media Tour to Mumbai 
aims to provide journalists 
from Jammu and Kashmir 
with experiential learning 
through visits to national 
institutions and key cultur-
al, civic, and infrastructural 
establishments, thereby fos-
tering stronger professional 
and cultural linkages.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

AWANTIPORA: Minis-
ter for Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Panchayati 
Raj and Cooperatives, 
Javid Ahmad Dar, Wednes-
day inaugurated the Inter-
national Conference on 
“Mapping the Future of  
Sustainable Landscapes: 
Geospatial Innovation for 
People, Places and Prac-
tices” at Islamic University 
of  Science and Technology 
(IUST) here.

The two day Conference 
organized by IUST in col-
laboration with the Inter-
national Society for Pho-
togrammetry and Remote 
Sensing (ISPRS) brings 
together global experts, 
academicians and policy-
makers to deliberate on the 
role of  geospatial technolo-
gies in advancing sustain-
able development.

In his inaugural 
address, the Minister 
emphasized that the con-
ference holds great rel-
evance for the agriculture 
and horticulture sectors of  
Jammu & Kashmir, where 
geospatial innovations can 
help enhance productivity, 
resource management, and 
ecosystem conservation. 
He reiterated the J&K Gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
sustainable and technol-
ogy-driven development, 
underscoring that science, 
innovation, and commu-
nity participation must 

work together to address 
emerging environmental 
challenges.

Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Shakil Ahmad Romshoo 
in his address highlighted 
IUST’s contributions to 
geospatial research and 
innovation and announced 
the establishment of  a new 
incubator to develop a stu-
dent-led “Kashmir Satel-
lite” under the National 75 
Student Satellite Mission.

The conference featured 
plenary sessions, technical 
presentations, and expert 
interactions focused on 
leveraging geospatial inno-
vation for sustainability, 
resilience, and smart gov-
ernance

Dr. Christian Heipke 
(Professor, Former Presi-
dent, ISPRS), Dr. Lena 
Halounova (President, 
ISPRS), Dr. Kohei Cho 
(General Secretary, Asian 
Association of  Remote 
Sensing, Tokyo), and Dr. 
Shailesh Nayak (Direc-
tor, National Institute 
of  Advanced Studies, 
India),Prof. Ravindra 
Nath, Vice Chancellor, 
Central University of  
Kashmir,Prof. Anjana 
Vyas, Chairperson ICWG 
V4V, ISPRS, Prof. A. M. 
Moon, Dean Academic 
Affairs, Dr. Tariq Abdul-
lah, Head, Dept. Of  Geo-
matics and Dr. Jasia 
Bashir, Assistant Profes-
sor, Geomatics were pres-
ent on the occasion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Rural Development, 
Panchayati Raj, Coopera-
tive and Election Depart-
ments, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
Wednesday inaugurated 
the SARAS Mela at Sher-
e-Kashmir Park, Srinagar, 
showcasing the best of  
crafts and products by 
rural women Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs) from across 
the country.

MD JKRLM Dr. Shub-
hra Sharma; Additional 
Mission Director JKRLM 

Kashmir, Mohammad 
Imran Khan; General Man-
ager J&K Bank Rakesh 
Magotra; representatives 
from NABARD and Gra-
meen Bank were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said 
that the SARAS Mela 
provides a vital platform 
for rural women entre-
preneurs to exhibit their 
skills, expand market 
linkages, and strengthen 
livelihood opportunities. 
He added that such initia-
tives embody the Govern-
ment’s vision of  empower-
ing SHGs and promoting 
rural entrepreneurship 
as key drivers of  inclusive 

growth.
The Minister also 

announced that J&K 
Bank has sanctioned 
₹100 crore to 2,673 SHGs, 
marking a significant step 
toward promoting self-
employment and women-
led enterprises in rural 
areas.

The Minister also 
inspected stalls, interacted 
with artisans, and appre-
ciated their creativity and 
entrepreneurial spirit.

Organised by the J&K 
Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion (JKRLM) under the 
Department of  Rural 

Development & Panchaya-
ti Raj, the 11-day Mela 
features over 200 SHG 
women from 13 States, 
along with stalls from all 
districts of  J&K. The fair 
showcases a diverse range 
of  handicrafts, handloom 
products, and regional 
cuisines, celebrating 
India’s rich art and cul-
ture and business skills of  
SHG women.

The event also includes 
workshops aimed at 
enhancing marketing and 
business skills of  SHG 
women.

The Mela will continue 
till October 14 and will be 
open daily from 10 AM to 7 
PM, with free public entry.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.
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Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

The Unchecked Chaos 
In Medicine Pricing

M
edicines — the lifeline 
for the ailing — have 
sadly become a com-
mercial commodity in 
the market of greed. 

Across pharmacies and medical stores, 
the same drug is being sold at different 
prices, exposing the deep-rooted disor-
der and lack of regulation in this vital 
sector. What should have been governed 
by uniformity and ethical responsibil-
ity has turned into a free-for-all, where 
every trader fixes rates at will, leaving 
the common man helpless.

The irony is that the government has a 
system of Maximum Retail Price (MRP), 
but in practice, it remains a paper rule. 
There is little monitoring, and enforce-
ment agencies appear either tooth-
less or complicit. The absence of price 
uniformity not only burdens patients 
financially but also erodes public trust 
in the medical trade. Essential drugs are 
not luxury goods to be haggled over — 
they are a basic human necessity.

The authorities must wake up to this 
alarming situation. A strong regulatory 
mechanism is urgently needed to curb 
arbitrary pricing and bring transparency 
in billing. Surprise inspections, strict 
penalties for violators, and digital record 
monitoring could help restore order.

Health cannot be a profit arena. When 
medicine becomes business and traders 
dictate the terms, humanity itself suf-
fers. It’s high time the system ensures 
that life-saving drugs are priced not for 
the pockets of traders — but for the 
welfare of the people.

     Health Is The Real Modernity

Why Our Lifestyle Is Taking Us Backward
DR AFTAB JAN

H
ealth and wellness are not 
luxuries but the founda-
tion of  a meaningful life, 
yet in today’s world human 
beings themselves are 

destroying their health while calling it 
“modern living.” What is most painful 
is that people have begun to label dan-
gerous, harmful, and destructive habits 
as modern and stylish, when in reality 
they are the exact opposite of  advance-
ment. The tea served in plastic cups on 
roadside stalls, the bottled water that 
millions consume daily, the dip teas 
people proudly sip in the name of  con-
venience, and the junk foods that fill the 
stomachs of  young and old alike are all 
presented as a part of  modern culture, 
but modern science has itself  declared 
that these practices are nothing short of  
suicide for health.

 Every litre of  bottled water contains 
around 240,000 microplastic particles, 
each invisible to the eye but sharp 
enough to damage cells, tissues, and 
vital organs. A single disposable plastic 
cup used for hot tea releases 25,000 to 
100,000 microplastic fragments into one 
serving, which then enter the stomach 
and bloodstream. Dip tea bags, espe-
cially those made from nylon or PET 
plastic, shed an astonishing 11 billion 
microplastic particles and 3 billion 
nanoplastic particles into just one cup 
of  tea. These are not minor details; 
they are the bitter reality that every 
sip is carrying hidden poison. These 
particles accumulate in the body, dis-
turbing hormones, damaging the liver 
and kidneys, weakening immunity, and 
opening the door to cancers, infertil-
ity, obesity, heart disease, diabetes, and 
early aging. Yet society blindly calls this 
habit modern, ignoring the truth that 
what they are consuming daily is not tea 
or water, but liquid mixed with plastic 
poison.

The food culture of  today’s gen-
eration is no different. Home-cooked 
meals once considered the foundation 
of  health are being replaced by so-called 
modern fast foods—burgers, pizzas, 
fried chicken, instant noodles, pro-
cessed meat, chips, sweets, and colorful 
drinks. These items may look attractive 
and smell tasty, but they contain trans 
fats, excessive refined sugar, white flour, 
high sodium, artificial colors, preserva-
tives, and chemical flavors that attack 
the body from within. Fried snacks and 
chips produce acrylamide, a dangerous 
chemical formed when food is cooked 

at high temperature, which is proven to 
increase cancer risk.

Processed meats like sausages, sala-
mis, and kebabs contain nitrates and 
nitrites, which are directly linked with 
stomach and colon cancer. Carbonated 
soft drinks, considered symbols of  joy 
and refreshment, are full of  phosphoric 
acid, caffeine, and aspartame, which 
weaken bones, drain calcium, increase 
anxiety, disturb sleep, and harm the 
nervous system. Energy drinks falsely 
marketed as performance boosters actu-
ally overload the heart, create irregular 
rhythms, and damage the brain when 
consumed regularly. Sugary foods and 
drinks exhaust the pancreas until diabe-
tes develops, while salty and oily foods 
choke arteries until blood pressure and 
heart disease follow. Instead of  giving 
strength, these foods trap people in 
cycles of  addiction, laziness, and poor 
concentration, weakening both the body 
and the mind.

The result of  this so-called modern 
diet is evident everywhere. Children once 
full of  energy now suffer from obesity, 
asthma, weak immunity, poor eyesight, 
and lack of  focus. Teenagers and youth, 
instead of  enjoying strong bodies and 
bright futures, are increasingly diagnosed 
with depression, hormonal imbalances, 
infertility, high blood pressure, and early 
diabetes. Adults collapse with strokes, 
kidney failure, heart attacks, cancers, and 
liver disease while still young. Elderly 
people spend their final years surrounded 
by medicines, hospital visits, and pain, all 
because of  years of  careless eating and 
plastic use. 

Along with this, poor hygiene habits 
make the situation worse. Eating with-
out washing hands, using dirty utensils, 
keeping kitchens and toilets unclean, 
leaving food uncovered, and throwing 

waste openly invite infections like chol-
era, typhoid, hepatitis, diarrhoea, skin 
infections, tuberculosis, and respiratory 
illnesses. Flies, dust, and contaminated 
water spread bacteria and viruses that 
science proves are the root of  70% of  
preventable diseases. Antibiotics are 
overused because of  such infections, 
making bacteria resistant and creating 
the danger of  untreatable diseases. What 
society calls advancement is in reality a 
step backward, for true progress is not in 
adopting harmful practices but in living 
clean, balanced, and disciplined lives.

Islam already guided humanity cen-
turies ago on how to live with true well-
ness. The Qur’an says, “Indeed, Allah 
loves those who turn to Him constantly, 
and He loves those who purify them-
selves” (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:222). The 
Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “Cleanli-
ness is half  of  faith” (Sahih Muslim), 
reminding us that hygiene is not an 
option but a spiritual duty. Another 
Hadith states: “The son of  Adam does 
not fill any vessel worse than his stom-
ach. It is sufficient for the son of  Adam 
to eat a few mouthfuls to keep him alive” 
(Sunan Ibn Majah), teaching modera-
tion that science today confirms as the 
key to preventing obesity, heart disease, 
and diabetes. What the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught 
about washing hands, covering food, 
eating moderately, avoiding excess, and 
keeping the environment clean are now 
proven by modern research as the most 
effective ways to protect against disease. 
True modernity is to follow what both 
divine guidance and modern science 
agree upon: natural eating, hygiene, 
moderation, and balance—not plastic 
cups, junk foods, and chemical drinks.

To restore health and wellness, 
people must abandon these false modern 
ways and return to natural, disciplined 

living. Plastic bottles and cups must be 
replaced with steel, glass, or clay. Dip 
teas must be avoided, and instead herbal 
teas or traditional boiled tea without 
plastic bags should be consumed. Junk 
foods must be rejected, and instead 
fresh, home-cooked meals with fruits, 
vegetables, grains, and clean meats 
should be the daily diet. Children must 
be trained to drink clean water, wash 
hands with soap before meals, bathe 
regularly, brush teeth, trim nails, wear 
clean clothes, and never share dirty 
utensils. Kitchens and toilets must be 
kept spotless to prevent bacteria. Food 
should always be covered, and water 
stored in clean containers. Families 
must reduce fried and processed foods, 
avoid over-sugary drinks, and replace 
them with milk, fresh juices, and water. 
Daily exercise, walking, and sports 
must become routine for young and 
old alike. Adequate sleep of  6–8 hours 
is necessary to repair the brain and 
prevent stress and anxiety. Mentally, 
people must also cleanse themselves by 
reducing useless screen time, avoiding 
overuse of  mobile phones, and instead 
engaging in meaningful conversations, 
prayer, and reflection.

The greatest tragedy is that we call 
destruction modern, but the reality is 
the opposite. True modernity is when 
we use knowledge, both divine and sci-
entific, to build lives that are safe, clean, 
and healthy. Real advancement is not 
in plastic or junk food but in protect-
ing the body as an amanah (trust) from 
Allah. Real progress is in raising gen-
erations free from disease, not in filling 
hospitals with patients suffering from 
lifestyle-related illnesses. A society 
that continues to use plastics, consume 
junk foods, ignore hygiene, and embrace 
harmful habits is not moving forward 
but backward. The future belongs to 
those who realize that wellness is not a 
choice but a necessity, that cleanliness 
is not optional but half  of  faith, and that 
protecting health is protecting life itself. 
If  we truly wish to be modern, we must 
reject false modernity and embrace the 
real one—a lifestyle of  hygiene, natural 
foods, moderation, and discipline that 
gives strength to the body, peace to the 
mind, and purity to the soul. Only then 
can we call ourselves advanced, only 
then will our future generations live 
free of  disease, and only then will we 
truly achieve health and wellness.

The author can be mailed at jaanaf-
taab5@gmail.com

Karwa Chauth: Between Tradition, Love 

And Patriarchy
A Festival That Oscillates Between Love,  Faith And Equality 

 DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

E
very year, on the 
Chaturthi of  the 
month of  Kartik, 
as the evening sun 
sets, well-dressed 

women across India gaze at 
the moon, adorning plates 
with lamps, sieves, and karwa 
(water pots). Red bindis adorn 
their foreheads, henna on their 
hands, anticipation in their 
eyes, and a single question 
on their lips—“Did the moon 
rise?” This scene both symbol-
izes the beauty of  Indian cul-
ture and reflects its deeply held 
social meanings.

The Karva Chauth fast is 
celebrated with great enthusi-
asm in North India, especially 
in Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar. 
On this day, married women 
observe a waterless fast from 
sunrise to moonrise, praying for 
the long life of  their husbands. 
According to tradition, this fast 
is observed for the stability of  
their marital life and the long 
life of  their husbands. After a 
day of  austerity, when the moon 
rises, the wife breaks the fast by 
looking at her husband's face 
through a sieve.

But the question arises 
whether this fast is just an 
expression of  love and faith or 
a symbol deeply rooted in the 
patriarchal roots of  society?

In Indian society, a wom-
an's life is linked to her "mar-

riage"—her happiness, her rep-
utation, and even her identity. 
After marriage, her husband 
was considered the greatest 
achievement of  her life, and his 
death was considered a curse. 
Thus, fasts like Karva Chauth 
became celebrations of  a wom-
an's dedication, sacrifice, and 
tolerance. But is this a celebra-
tion of  love or a cultural jus-
tification for tying a woman's 
existence to her husband's age?

When today's educated 
women observe the Karva 
Chauth fast, the reasons may 
not be traditional. For many 
women, it has become a symbol 
of  love for their husbands, of  
companionship, and of  harmo-
ny in their relationships. Many 
men are also now observing the 
fast with equal devotion to their 
wives—a positive change. But it's 
equally true that Karva Chauth 
has become a "cultural event"—
the more "glamorous" it is por-
trayed in TV serials, films, and 
social media, the more deeply its 
original meaning is being lost.

This fast was once a symbol 

of  closeness and cooperation 
among village women. Women 
would visit each other's homes, 
fill earthen pots with water, 
and sing songs like, "It's Karwa 
Chauth's fast, brother, don't forget 
to bring the Karwa." This festival 
was an occasion for them to come 
together, where they would share 
life's hardships. But now, this fast 
has become a display of gold pots, 
expensive jewelry, and designer 
sarees. Instead of  fasting, it's 
the era of "Insta Reels"—where 
adornment has become the main 
objective.

Nevertheless, it's not right 
to dismiss traditions as mere 
superstitions. Every culture has 
its own soul. The spirit behind 
Karva Chauth—love, devotion, 
and faith—cannot be ignored. 
But it's also important to view 
the tradition from a modern 
perspective. Today, when we talk 
about equality, freedom, and 
mutual respect, this fast should 
not be one-sided. If  a wife fasts 
for her husband's long life, the 
husband should equally pray for 
his wife's happiness, prosperity, 

and health—this is true love and 
equality.

Interestingly, the religious 
or mythological basis of  Karva 
Chauth is not as clear as the 
influence of  its popular prac-
tice. "Karva" means an earthen 
pot, which symbolized water 
in ancient India, and "Chauth" 
means the day of  the fourth 
day. Some scholars believe that 
this fast was linked to the tradi-
tion of  military families—when 
husbands went to war, wives 
observed this fast for their safe 
return. Other beliefs say that 
it was a means of  increasing 
social unity among women. 
This means that the core of  this 
festival was not only related to 
the husband's longevity, but 
also to the social contribution 
of women.

In modern society, Karva 
Chauth has many interpreta-
tions. On the one hand, it is a 
celebration of  love, while on 
the other, it is also a societal 
pressure on women to be the 
"ideal wife." This contradiction 
forces us to ponder—is every 

love measured by sacrifice? 
Is true loyalty proven only 
through fasting? And has this 
tradition become a celebra-
tion of  the equal relationship 
between husband and wife, or 
is it still a symbol of  "husband 
dominance"?

Still, it's true that its form 
has changed over time. In many 
places, husbands also observe 
the fast, and many couples cele-
brate it as a "relationship ritual." 
This shift indicates that society 
is gradually moving toward 
equality. The meaning of the fes-
tival remains the same, but the 
perspective has changed. The 
same is true of  Karva Chauth—
where it once symbolized a wom-
an's duty, it is now embodying a 
shared relationship.

Today, we need to strike 
a balance between tradition 
and modernity. Karva Chauth 
should neither be seen as 
merely a ritual nor a festival 
of  mere show. Embrace its true 
love, emotion, and dedication—
without any societal pressure. 
Every woman should have the 
right to choose whether to fast 
or not; because love is defined 
not by fasting, but by mutual 
understanding and respect.

If  through this fast, husband 
and wife can get an opportunity 
to understand each other, appre-
ciate each other's sacrifices and 
bring newness in their relation-
ship – then this festival will be 
successful in its true sense.

Because after all, Karva 
Chauth is not just a festival of  
“long life of  husband”, but it 
symbolizes the stability and 
sensitivity of  the relationship 
that connects two souls.

Author is a research scholar. 
She can be mailed at saurabh-

pari333@gmail.com
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Sanskrit: Language That Holds The Key To Tomorrow

 DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

S
anskrit language is the name 
of  that wonderful heritage 
of  human civilization, which 
has played the role of  a pio-
neer in the field of  knowl-

edge, science, literature and culture 
for thousands of  years. It is one of  
the most ancient, well-organized and 
scientific languages not only of  India 
but of  the entire humanity. Today, 
when the world has entered the era 
of  the fourth industrial revolution 
and artificial intelligence, the impor-
tance of  Sanskrit is being discussed 
afresh. This language not only pre-
serves the experiences and traditions 
of  the past, but also has the ability 
to establish harmony at a deep level 
with future technologies. This is the 
reason why Sanskrit is being seen as 
a bridge between ancient knowledge 
and future technology in today's time.

The biggest feature of  Sanskrit is 
its grammatical structure. Panini's 
Ashtadhyayi is considered to be the 
most accurate and logical composi-
tion in the world from the gram-
matical point of  view. Its systematic 
structure and regularity is so amaz-
ing that it can be considered ideal 
even in the creation of  modern com-
puter languages. While many types 
of  inconsistencies are seen in the use 
of  words and sentences in English or 
other languages, there is a kind of  
complete clarity and logic in Sanskrit. 
This is the reason that when the era 
of  Artificial Intelligence and Machine 
Learning started in the world, many 
researchers found that Sanskrit lan-
guage can be very useful for under-
standing and developing these tech-
nologies.

Today we see that universities of  
many countries of  the world includ-
ing Germany, America and Britain 
are studying Sanskrit in depth. San-
skrit course is being run in at least 
fourteen universities of  Germany. In 
these countries, Sanskrit is not only 
taught from a religious or philosophi-
cal point of  view, but it is also given 

importance from the point of  view of  
modern science and technology. This 
makes it clear that the global world 
has understood that the role of  San-
skrit can be decisive in future scien-
tific progress.

In India too, now the voice has 
started rising that Sanskrit should not 
be limited to just considering it as the 
language of  the past. It should be pre-
sented in a new form in the modern 
education and technical world. If  San-
skrit is connected with digital tech-
nologies, then this language can open 
the door to new possibilities in areas 
like artificial intelligence, computer 
programming, robotics and data sci-
ence. The reason for this is that the 
word structure and grammatical 
rules of  Sanskrit are very suitable 
for computers. Computers can easily 
understand any language when there 
is no ambiguity in it. The specialty 
of  Sanskrit is that every word and 
sentence in it has a definite and clear 
meaning.

In today's time, the importance of  
Sanskrit is being recognized in a new 
form in the field of  education. Ear-
lier it was considered limited only to 

scriptures, Vedas and religious texts, 
but now this belief  is changing rapid-
ly. The study of  Sanskrit will not only 
provide opportunities for students in 
the field of  teaching and research, 
but will also open new career paths 
related to modern technologies. For 
example, if  algorithms of  artificial 
intelligence are prepared on the basis 
of  Sanskrit, then they can be much 
more effective and clear. This is the 
reason why many research institutes 
are calling Sanskrit the technical lan-
guage of  the future.

This question is natural that if  San-
skrit is so useful then why was it not 
widely adopted in India. The answer 
to this is hidden in the mentality 
and education system of  our society. 
After independence, India adopted 
the path of  western countries more in 
the race of  development. English lan-
guage was considered synonymous 
with progress and modernity. As a 
result, Sanskrit slowly started disap-
pearing from education and behavior. 
Whereas the truth is that if  India had 
connected its own ancient language 
with science and technology, then 
perhaps today India would have been 

showing the direction of  technology 
to the world.

The importance of  Sanskrit is not 
limited to technology or science. This 
language is also the basis of  our soci-
ety's cultural identity and philosophi-
cal traditions. It contains answers to 
life's most profound questions. Works 
like Vedas, Upanishads and Gita are 
in Sanskrit only. These works have 
shown humanity the art of  living and 
the path to inner peace. Today, when 
humans are entangled in excessive 
materialism and stress, the teachings 
of  Sanskrit literature can provide bal-
ance and peace to life.

In this context it can be said that 
Sanskrit is not only the pride of  the 
past but also the need of  the future. If  
we really want to make India a global 
power of  knowledge and technol-
ogy, then Sanskrit has to be revived. 
It should not be limited to rituals 
and temples but should be linked 
to modern experiments. Combined 
courses of  Sanskrit and technology 
should be started in universities and 
research institutes. Children should 
be introduced to the modern and prac-
tical form of  Sanskrit from the school 

level itself.
Today's young generation is living 

in the internet and digital world. If  
Sanskrit is adapted to this digital 
age, it can become easy and attrac-
tive for them. Mobile apps, artificial 
intelligence based tools, and robotics 
programs can be developed through 
Sanskrit. On one hand, this will keep 
our tradition alive, while on the other 
hand, we will also be able to face the 
challenges of  the modern age.

Ultimately, we must understand 
that languages are not just a medium 
of  communication, they are carriers 
of  thought and culture. Sanskrit not 
only contains the soul of  ancient India 
but also holds the key to the bright 
future of  modern India. The time has 
come to restore this language to its 
original form. Sanskrit is the link 
between the past and the future that 
can take us to the heights of  technol-
ogy while connecting us to our roots. 
This is why it is being called the 'lan-
guage of  the future' today.

Author is a a TV panelist. He can 
be mailed at laloo.barwa@yahoo.in

Death Of Wisdom In The Age Of Information

ABID HUSSAIN RATHER

T
here was a time when 
knowledge was a source 
of  light, wisdom and inner 
peace. It elevated human 
beings, sharpened their 

judgment and opened doors to reflec-
tion and understanding. But in the 
present digital age, knowledge has 
taken on a very different character. 
Nowadays, it has become a source 
of  burden and pressure. Every time 
we get a notification, a news alert, a 
video suggestion or a forwarded mes-
sage; we find ourselves suffocating 
in a flood of  information. What was 
once a lamp in the darkness has now 
become a weight on the mind. This 
is the modern condition experts call 
as 'information overload' which is a 
new challenge for the human brain. 
Information overload means that a 
person receives so much information 
at once that the brain can’t process it 
all. A person afflicted with this state 
not only becomes confused but loses 
the ability to distinguish truth from 
falsehood, separate necessary from 
unnecessary. In the present digital 
times, we have all now become victims 
of  this 'information overload' which is 
quietly reshaping the way we think, 
feel and live.

The problem begins the moment we 
open our eyes early in the morning. 
Before we even rise from bed, many 
of  us reach for our smart phones, only 
to be assaulted by a cascade of  news 
stories, WhatsApp forwards, social 
media updates, emails and promotion-
al messages. What should be a calm 
entry into the day becomes an instant 
plunge into chaos. The brain which is 
still half  asleep, is forced to process a 

dozen competing signals at once. By 
the time the day has properly begun, 
our mental energy is already depleted 
and cognitive power exhausted.

Psychologists describe informa-
tion overload as the state in which the 
brain receives more information than 
it can process. The result is not more 
awareness but less clarity and more 
confusion. Instead of  sharpening our 
focus, excessive information blurs our 
vision. Instead of  helping us distin-
guish between truth and falsehood, 
it often buries both beneath a moun-
tain of  noise. Decision making ability 
slows down. Confusion increases and 
anxiety rises. And slowly, the very 
tool we created to expand our knowl-
edge, the digital world, becomes the 
reason we feel mentally paralyzed.

The scale of  this overload is stag-
gering. According to researchers 
at the University of  California, the 
average human brain today consumes 
about 34 gigabytes of  information 
daily. That is equivalent to reading 
150,000 books every single day. Imag-
ine the absurdity of  such a task. Obvi-
ously, no human brain is designed to 
cope with this cataclysmic deluge. 
Neuroscientists are of  the opinion 
that our cognitive capacity, includ-
ing our memory, attention, and focus, 
is finite. Once it reaches saturation 
or optimal level, new information is 
either discarded or it causes mental 
stress. In other words, our brains are 
now being fed forcibly beyond their 
natural limits.

The greatest casualty of  this infor-
mation flooding is peace of  mind. The 
endless cycle of  scrolling, watching 
and refreshing keeps us in a constant 
state of  tension. Experts call this 
condition decision fatigue. The more 
choices we are forced to make, wheth-
er it is which news report to believe, 
which article to read or which video 
to watch, the less capable we become 
of  making sound decisions. Even the 
smallest matters, such as deciding 
what to eat or when to sleep, become 
sources of  hesitation and frustra-
tion. In offices, employees complain 
of  reduced productivity because they 
are perpetually distracted by emails 

and updates. At home, family mem-
bers find themselves unable to enjoy 
meals together because everyone’s 
attention is chained to screen.

The problem is particularly severe 
in our valley where the speed and 
repetition of  news is relentless. A 
single event is broadcast, shared 
and repeatedly updated dozens of  
times with a label of  'breaking news' 
or 'must watch'. Different channels 
often present contradictory accounts 
of  the same incident, leaving view-
ers more confused than informed. 
On social media, the situation is 
even more chaotic. A single event 
generates hundreds of  opinions and 
thousands of  'hot takes'. Each person 
presents his version as the ultimate 
truth and the ordinary users are left 
bewildered. They are unable to decide 
whom should they believe and whom 
should they dismiss.

The younger generation is perhaps 
the most affected. For them, being 
'updated' is not just a choice but a 
compulsion. A student sitting down 
to prepare for exams opens YouTube 
and finds an endless stream of lectures, 
tutorials and 'tips for success'. Each 
video promises to be better than the 
last and each teacher claims to have the 
unique and ultimate method. Instead 
of  clarity of  concepts, the learner feels 
confused. Instead of  focusing on one 
strategy, they waste hours hopping 
from one video to another in search of  
the easiest and the best. In the end, time 
is lost, concentration is broken and anx-

iety is multiplied. Many young people 
are sacrificing real life opportunities 
in their desperate attempt to remain 
constantly connected to the digital flow.

The social consequences are no less 
alarming. Families, once bound by 
conversations and shared experiences, 
now live like islands under one roof. 
Parents are busy scrolling news feeds, 
while children are immersed in video 
games or social media chats. Even in 
the rare moments when families sit 
together for meals, the glow of mobile 
screens dominates the atmosphere. 
What should be a time of  connection 
becomes yet another exercise in dis-
connection. Relationships are weaken-
ing because real human interaction is 
increasingly being replaced by shallow 
digital exchanges. A forwarded joke or 
meme can never replace a heartfelt con-
versation, yet this is exactly what many 
of us are settling for.

So, what can be done to rescue our-
selves from drowning in this sea of  
information? The solution is not to 
reject technology altogether but to 
learn how to use it wisely. The first 
step is self  examination. We must 
analyze our digital habits. How much 
time do we spend scrolling aimless-
ly? How many unnecessary groups 
or pages are we following? How often 
do we consume information that has 
no bearing on our personal or profes-
sional lives?

Practical steps can make a big 
difference. Setting specific times for 
checking news items and using vari-

ous social media platforms prevents 
constant interruptions. Muting or 
leaving irrelevant and unnecessary 
groups frees up mental space. Practic-
ing digital mindfulness—conscious-
ly choosing what to read, watch or 
listen to—helps us filter noise from 
value. Parents also have a special role. 
They must guide children in develop-
ing healthy digital habits by teach-
ing them how to separate important 
knowledge from useless distractions. 
And of  course, media organizations, 
influencers and social media journal-
ists also bear responsibility. Not every 
piece of  information deserves to be 
labelled as 'breaking news' or 'must 
watch'. Journalists must return to 
the principle of  quality over quantity. 
They must deliver information that is 
authentic, relevant, and meaningful.

Ultimately, the lesson is simple 
but profound: more information 
does not equal more knowledge. In 
fact, beyond a certain point, more 
information becomes an obstacle to 
wisdom. True knowledge is not about 
how many facts we collect but about 
how deeply we understand and apply 
them. The famous poet and essayist 
T.S. Eliot has rightly said, “Where is 
the wisdom we have lost in knowl-
edge? Where is the knowledge we 
have lost in information?” His words, 
spoken decades ago, ring truer today 
than ever before.

If  we fail to control the flow of  
information, we risk losing not only 
our mental peace but also our abil-
ity to think clearly, to make decisions 
judiciously and to nurture relation-
ships beautifully. The very basic 
things that make us human beings 
viz. reflection, wisdom and connec-
tion are at stake. The time has come to 
remind ourselves that information is 
a tool not a master. It should serve us, 
not enslave us. And for that, we must 
learn to filter, prioritize and above all 
disconnect when necessary. Only then 
can knowledge return to being what 
it was always meant to be: a source of  
light, not a burden of  noise.

The author can be reached at 
rather1294@gmail.com
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Colleges Reopen In Leh
He said the reopening of  educational insti-

tutions and markets is a positive indication 
of  the public’s trust in the administration’s 
measures aimed at restoring normal life.

In view of  the encouraging public response 
and overall improvement of  the situation, 
Gupta directed the concerned authorities to 
gradually lift the remaining restrictions and 
ensure that all normal activities are resumed 
at the earliest.

He emphasised that the relaxation process 
should be carried out in a phased and coor-
dinated manner to safeguard public safety 
while facilitating smooth movement and eco-
nomic activity.

The LG appealed to people, especially the 
youth, to continue exercising restraint and 
not to be swayed by any attempts to disrupt 
peace or communal harmony.

“The progress of  Ladakh depends on peace 
and stability. Every citizen has a role in 
upholding the values of  unity and mutual 
respect,” he said.

Reiterating the administration’s firm 
commitment to the welfare of  people, Gupta 
assured that all necessary steps are being 
taken to address public grievances, strength-
en local governance and accelerate ongoing 
development projects.

He said the administration remains dedi-
cated to making Ladakh a model of  peace, 
sustainability and inclusive growth.(PTI)

Amit Shah To Chair
of  September, Lieutenant Governor Manoj 

Sinha chaired the Unified Headquarters 
(UHQ) meeting in Srinagar and discussed 
the situation across J&K with the security 
top brass.

“Threadbare discussions were held on 
counter infiltration and counter terrorism 
operations during the meeting.”

"War against terrorism is not over yet. 
Kinetic and non-kinetic operations must con-
tinue. We must maintain the momentum and 
take stringent action against terrorism and 
its entire ecosystem," LG Sinha had told the 
officers, during the meeting—(KNO)

‘Op Sindoor’ Exhibited
in May 2025 following the April 22 Pahal-

gam terror attack, targeted nine terrorist 
camps deep inside  Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK), the skirmishes 
that followed led to Pakistan vital military 
installations and air bases suffering massive 
damages.

Singh said the mission was a result of  
“meticulous planning, disciplined training 
and determined execution,” adding that the 
operation reaffirmed the offensive role of  air 
power in national security.

He said the use of  indigenously developed 
platforms and weapons played a key role 
in the operation. “The outstanding perfor-
mance of  the indigenously developed and 
integrated weapons which delivered precise 
and devastating blows deep inside enemy 
territory vindicates our faith in home-grown 
capabilities,” he said.

According to him, India’s long-range 
missile systems and integrated air defence 
architecture also restricted enemy move-
ment during the operation. “Our robust air 
defence architecture and offensive employ-
ment of  long-range surface to air missile sys-
tems limited the adversary’s ability to oper-
ate and ensured safety of  our vital assets,” 
he said.

Singh said there is a growing culture of  
accountability and readiness across the 
force. “I can see that there is an increased 
culture of  accountability, safety and security 
among air warriors. This is directly reflected 
in our reduced incidents and accidents.”

He noted that leadership within the force is 
driving this momentum. “At all levels, lead-
ers are leading from the front, demonstrat-
ing vision and empathy. They are ensuring 
that every individual is empowered with the 
necessary training and is motivated.”

Meanwhile, Hindon air base at Ghaziabad 
hosted IAF’s 93rd Foundation Day showcas-
ing India's aerial strength and operational 
readiness with display of  fighter jets such 
as the Rafale, Sukhoi Su-30MKI, and MiG-29. 
The IAF parade also highlighted the achieve-
ments of  Operation Sindoor.

Indian Air Force Chief  Air Chief  Marshal 
AP Singh inspected the parade and took the 
salute at the parade held at Hindon Air Base 
as part of  the Air Force Day celebrations.

Earlier, Chief  of  Defence Staff  General 
Anil Chauhan, Air Force Chief  Air Chief  
Marshal AP Singh, Army chief  General 
Upendra Dwivedi and Navy Chief  Admiral 
Dinesh K Tripathi paid tribute to the soldiers 
at the National War Memorial on the occa-
sion of  93rd Air Force Day.

CDS, along with the chiefs of  the Indian 
Air Force, Army and Navy, laid wreaths at 
the National War Memorial.

This year's parade was held at Hindon Air 
Base, one of  India's largest and most stra-
tegic airbases. The Air Force Day parades 
were previously held in Chennai in 2024 and 
Prayagraj in 2023.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) highlighted the 
achievements of  Operation Sindoor during 
the Air Force Day celebrations. It demon-
strated the force's operational strength, 
growing technological capabilities, and 
humanitarian role that it has played over 
the years.

This year, the static display line-up also 
included platforms that played a part in forc-
ing Islamabad to retreat and seek a ceasefire 
after its Director General of  Military Opera-
tions (DGMO) dialed his Indian counterpart.

The display featured fighter jets such as 
the Rafale, Sukhoi Su-30MKI, and MiG-29, 
along with India's indigenous Netra AEW&C, 
the C-17 Globemaster III, the indigenous 
Akash Surface-to-Air Missile System, the 
C-130J Hercules, Apache attack helicopters 
fitted with Longbow radar, and the Advanced 
Light Helicopter. An S-band Rohini radar 
will also be part of  the display.

The recently retired MiG-21 Bison was also 
a part of  the display as a tribute to its over 
six decades of  service to the IAF.

President Droupadi Murmu extended 
greetings to Air Force personnel, veterans, 
and their families on the occasion of  the 
93rd Air Force Day. In a post on X, Drou-
padi Murmu said, "Warm greetings to all 
air warriors, veterans and their families 
on Air Force Day! The Indian Air Force has 
always demonstrated courage, commitment, 
and excellence. Our Air warriors protect 
our skies and serve the nation with tireless 
dedication during disasters and humanitar-
ian missions."

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also greet-
ed Air Force personnel on Air Force Day 
and said they have played a vital role in 
safeguarding Indian skies during the most 
challenging situations. Modi said, "Greet-
ings to all the courageous Air Warriors and 
their families on Air Force Day. The Indian 
Air Force epitomises bravery, discipline and 
precision. They have played a vital role in 
safeguarding our skies, including during the 
most challenging situations."—(KNO)

J&K BOSE Notifies
BOSE has urged students to prepare seri-

ously for the examinations while reiterat-
ing its commitment to conduct the exams in 
observance of  high standards of  transpar-
ency and fairness.

The BOSE has exhorted invigilatory staff  
to be completely professional while discharg-
ing their duties in order to safeguard the 
purity and integrity of  exams and requested 
district administration, police and SED to 
extend cordial support in smooth, fair and 
orderly conduct of  the examinations.

All students, parents and stakeholders are 
adivsed to check the date sheets of  both the 
classes on JKBOSE website www.jkbose.nic.
in to avoid being misled by fake and faulty 
interpretation of  the concession criterion.

2 Soldiers Go Missing
drones have been pressed into service to 

trace the missing soldiers,” they said.
Meanwhile, the Army said that two sol-

diers have gone missing after a severe snow-
storm in the Gadole forest area of  Kokernag 
in Anantnag.

In a post on X, the Army’s Chinar Corps 
wrote, “On the intervening night of  6/7 Oct, 
an operational team on the Kishtwar range 
confronted a severe snowstorm and whiteout 
conditions in the mountains of  South Kash-
mir. Since then, two soldiers have gone out of  
communication. Intense search and rescue 
operations have been launched but are being 
hampered due to prevailing adverse weather 
conditions.”

The Ahlan Gadole area has witnessed 
major encounters in the past. In September 
2023, Army Colonel Manpreet Singh, Major 
Aashish Donchak, and Deputy Superinten-
dent of  Police (DSP) Humayun Muzamil were 

killed in a gunfight in the same forests. In 
another encounter last year, two soldiers and 
a civilian were also killed—(KNO)

SIA Raids Multiple
efforts of  the State Investigating Agency 

to ensure that the whole of  the module is 
dismantled & with aim to strike at roots of  
the terror ecosystem," it reads.

CS Reviews Progress
districts to ensure completion of  this pro-

cess within two months, so that the subse-
quent course of  action for remaining villages 
can be determined thereafter.

The Chief  Secretary also reviewed the 
progress under key components of  the land 
records modernization programme, includ-
ing digitization of  Jamabandis (Record of  
Rights), geo-referencing of  cadastral maps, 
sub-parcelization of  survey numbers, end-
to-end digitization of  registrations, modern-
ization of  record rooms, computerization of  
revenue courts, implementation of  NAKSHA 
in Urban Local Bodies, and the SVAMITVA 
scheme in rural areas for property card dis-
tribution.

Presenting an overview of  the achieve-
ments, the Secretary, Revenue informed that 
data entry of  Jamabandis is being carried 
out in 4519 villages out of  6857, with around 
600 villages already completed. He added 
that a backlog mutation module has been 
developed to update the Records of  Rights 
(RoR) and Jamabandis to the year 2025, and a 
proof  of  concept (PoC) of  the same has been 
successfully completed in five villages.

It was further informed that parcel attri-
bute updation under the PM Gati Shakti ini-
tiative is progressing satisfactorily and is 
expected to be completed within a month. 
Out of  6217 geo-referenced maps received 
by BISAG-N, 4240 have been returned and 
ground-truthed, while parcel attribution has 
been completed for 3489 villages using QGIS/
ARC GIS tools.

Regarding computerization of  the registra-
tion process, the meeting was informed that 
the system is expected to become fully paper-
less within the next two weeks, with legacy 
data dating back to 1990 also being digitized 
in collaboration with the judicial courts.

Under the SVAMITVA Scheme, it was given 
out that 52,265 property cards have already 
been distributed across 1,200 villages, while 
drone surveys stand almost complete, with 
work on Map 1.0 and Map 2.0 currently 
underway.

It was also informed that the NAKSHA 
scheme is being implemented on a pilot 
basis in four Urban Local Bodies of  Bish-
nah, Katra, Pattan, and Awantipora out of  
which Bishnah is nearing completion, with 
drone surveys pending in the remaining 
three municipalities.

Reiterating the government’s commitment 
to bring about a paradigm shift in land gov-
ernance, the Chief  Secretary directed the 
Revenue Department to maintain momentum 
and ensure seamless integration of  all mod-
ules under the Digital Land Records Modern-
ization Programme (DLRMP) for enhanced 
public service delivery and reduction in land 
disputes.

100-120 Terrorists
border areas and prevent infiltration. 

“Through our modern surveillance and 
latest technology, we are dominating the 
borders to neutralise any threat. So far this 
year, every infiltration attempt was neutral-
ised,” he said.

The security agencies, he said, remain 
focused on the areas considered vulnerable 
before snowfall, as visibility and movement 
across the LoC become difficult during winter.

"Our operations will continue in coordina-
tion with other forces to ensure the safety and 
security of  the region," Yadav added—(KNO)

Police Conduct Raids
of  ongoing investigations aimed at verify-

ing the involvement of  these individuals in 
activities that could pose a threat to public 
order and regional stability.

A police spokesperson said that, “Hand-
wara Police is fully committed to main-
taining peace, stability, and security in the 
region and will continue to take firm action 
against elements involved in unlawful activi-

ties.” [KNT]

Omar Harmed Innocent
statement, Sharma said it is not in his 

nature to push others aside to advance his 
career.

“I come from a poor family-a very poor 
family. I began my political career as a booth-
level worker. I have lost elections and I have 
won elections. But I have never trampled 
anyone in my life to advance my career. I 
have been entrusted with this responsibil-
ity because of  my commitment. I have never 
shoved anyone aside, nor am I in a race to 
compete with others,” he said.

He accused Omar Abdullah’s family of  
having a tradition of  sidelining others for 
personal advancement.

“You were born into Farooq Abdullah’s 
family and went to Mumbai to study at 
the Chief  Minister’s residence there. You 
returned and shoved aside a long list of  
leaders who had dedicated their lives to the 
National Conference. They were pushed 
aside, and you were crowned. This is how 
you trample others to build your career. You 
didn’t work hard, nor did you struggle. The 
only criterion was that you were the prince 
of  the Abdullah family and the son of  Farooq 
Abdullah,” Sharma said.

He questioned whether Omar Abdullah’s 
demand for statehood was intended to harm 
innocent Kashmiri civilians.

He accused Abdullah of  harming civilians 
during his tenure as Chief  Minister.

“I want to remind Kashmiris that if  we 
turn back the pages of  history, we will find 
many fabricated stories told in the name of  
terrorism. Many people would narrate how 
they were innocent and killed during Omar 
Abdullah’s tenure under the guise of  coun-
ter-terrorism. Do you want statehood to kill 
innocent Kashmiris? You didn’t eliminate 
terrorists-you targeted civilians, enforced 
shutdowns, and closed schools,” Sharma 
said.

He said that Omar Abdullah harmed civil-
ians and failed to protect people during his 
rule as Chief  Minister of  the erstwhile state 
of  Jammu and Kashmir.

“Wasn’t statehood with National Confer-
ence governments between 2008 to 2014 and 
1996 to 2008? Wasn’t it with your govern-
ments that were in power till 1989 and 1982?” 
Sharma asked.

He further said that Kashmiris do not 
want a statehood where political rivals of  
the National Conference are booked under 
the Public Safety Act (PSA), and parents live 
in fear for the safety of  their school-going 
children.

Coming down heavily on the National Con-
ference, Sharma accused the party of  intro-
ducing the PSA and pellet guns.

“You were the ones who introduced pellet 
guns; you were the ones who imposed the 
PSA. If  we compare the figures, the highest 
number of  innocent civilians were killed 
during your tenure,” he said.

Sharma praised the Government of  India 
for eliminating terrorism from Jammu and 
Kashmir without harming civilians.

“Nobody can raise a finger at the Ministry of  
Home Affairs for harming civilians. The biggest 
achievement of  the MHA is that not a single 
local youth joined terrorism. It shows that the 
youth of  Kashmir have accepted the policies of  
the Government of  India and want to voice their 
concerns within a democratic setup,” he said.

He accused Omar Abdullah of  misleading 
and hoodwinking the public in the name of  
statehood to cover up governance failures.

“If  you listen to Omar Abdullah’s speech-
es-whether on August 15, at public functions, 
or in institutions-he consistently tries to 
hoodwink the people of  Jammu and Kashmir 
by claiming they lack power,” Sharma added.

Countering Omar Abdullah’s claims, 
Sharma said the Lieutenant Governor had 
approved 97 decisions of  the Council of  Min-
isters over the past year.

“Tell me, which file has not been approved 
by the LG? Which pro-people decisions have 
been held back? Is it about 200 units of  free 
electricity, 12 LPG cylinders, 10 kilograms of  
ration, or one lakh jobs?” he asked.

Sharma further accused Abdullah of  mis-
leading the public regarding the appoint-
ment of  the Advocate General and the Trans-
action of  Business Rules (ToBR).

“I have come to know that the file is pending 
with the CM’s office,” he said, adding that the 
Chief  Minister is sitting on files related to the 
appointment of  the Chairman of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of  School Education and 
the promotion of  engineers—(KNO)

....India Mobile Congress 2025

Satish Sharma unveils vision for connected, Cyber-Secure J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Con-
sumer Affairs, Information 
Technology, Transport, 
Youth Services and Sports, 
Satish Sharma Wednesday 
said that Jammu & Kashmir 
is witnessing a “new digital 
dawn” where technology is 
empowering every citizen, 
transforming governance, 
and securing the digital 
future.

The Minister was speak-
ing at India Mobile Congress 
and Round table conference 
of  the State IT Ministers, 
which was inaugurated by 
Union Minister for Informa-

tion Technology, Jyotiradti-
ya Scindia

Minister Sharma said 
that ongoing initiatives are 
not just about expanding 
telecom infrastructure but 
about building an inclu-
sive, connected, and secure 
Jammu & Kashmir. “Digital 
connectivity today is not a 
privilege but a necessity, it 
carries education to a stu-
dent in Kupwara, healthcare 
to a patient in Poonch and 
opportunities to an artisan 
in Anantnag,” the minister 
maintained.

Highlighting the digital 
transformation under the 
Amended BharatNet Project, 
the Minister informed that 

high-speed Optical Fibre 
Cable is being laid to connect 
4,299 Gram Panchayats and 
2,574 villages.

He said BSNL will extend 
Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH) 
connections to 2,234 Gov-
ernment Schools and 1,138 
Public Health Centres 
across rural areas, enabling 
e-learning and telemedicine 
facilities.

Satish Sharma said that 
new mobile towers are also 
being established in remote 
and border areas to elimi-
nate digital isolation. The 
Minister added that prepara-
tions for the 5G rollout in key 
urban centres are underway, 
which will accelerate entre-

preneurship, innovation, 
and smart governance.

Reaffirming the Govern-
ment’s commitment to digi-
tal safety, Satish Sharma 
said, “As we connect every 
home, we must also secure 
every byte of  data and every 
citizen’s trust.” He informed 
that Jammu & Kashmir’s 
Cyber Security Policy 2022, 
developed in coordination 
with MeitY and MHA, pro-
vides a strong framework for 
cyber resilience.

Referring to initiatives 
during 2024, the minister 
said that the Cyber Police 
recovered over ₹4.7 crore 
for victims of  online fraud 
through the National Cyber 

Crime Reporting Port while 
hundreds of  cases were 
successfully resolved. The 
induction of  Cyber Comman-
dos has further strength-
ened the response to cyber 
threats.

“Currently, 183 CISOs and 
ISOs are overseeing cyber 
protection across depart-
ments, supported by a Cyber 
Multi-Agency Centre for 
real-time intelligence shar-
ing. A Security Operations 
Centre (SOC) is operational, 
and a Mini SOC at NIC NOC 
is under process in Jammu 
and Kashmir,” the Minister 
maintained. A committee 
has also been formed for the 
transition from IPv4 to IPv6, 

ensuring network readiness 
for future technologies, the 
Minister informed.

Satish Sharma said that 
the government has issued 
strict directions mandating 
the use of  official email Ids 
for all communications and 
prohibiting non-govern-
ment email use for official 
work. Steps have also been 
taken to disable unauthor-
ized USB devices, promote 
Government Drive (GOV 
Drive) for secure storage, 
and implement web secu-
rity protocols for virtual 
meetings.

Minister said that con-
nectivity and Cyber Secu-
rity together define the 

future of  Jammu & Kash-
mir. “Government of  
Jammu and Kashmir under 
leadership of  Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah is deter-
mined to make every con-
nection meaningful, every 
transaction trustworthy, 
and every citizen empow-
ered. Jammu & Kashmir is 
not just going digital, it is 
becoming digitally secure 
and globally competitive,” 
he said.

Satish Sharma also 
extended gratitude to MeitY, 
MHA, BSNL, JAKEGA, and 
NIC for their continued 
partnership in realizing the 
dream of  a digitally empow-
ered Jammu & Kashmir.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE 
SRINAGAR KASHMIR

Tel-0194-2474234 Fax -2482032 – email:- kash.flori@jk.gov.in
Sub: Extension Notice No. 01
In view of no response, the Bid Submission end/opening date (Online) of 
technical bids in respect of e-NIT No. 34 of 2025 dated: 16.09.2025 invited 
by this office under endorsement No.DOFK-GS0TNDR/24/2025/E-7764836/
e-NIT-34 dated: 16.09.2025 with regard to “Outsourcing of entry ticketing 
system of Mughal Garden Nishat, Srinagar” is hereby extended as per 
details given below:-   

1. Bid Submission End date & time 23.10.2025 Up to 02:00 PM

2. Date &  time of opening of Bids (Online) 27.10.2025 At 02:00 PM

Other terms & conditions shall remain same as laid down in the concerned 
e-NIT.
No: DOFK-GS0TNDR/24/2025/E-7764836/e-NIT-34 Sd/-
Dated: 08/10/2025 Accounts Officer,
 (Member Secretary)

DIPK-6961-25
DT: 08/10/2025

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, IRRIGATION 
& FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION SOPORE

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e-NITNo: -07 of 2025-26 Dated: -07/10/2025.

For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, e-Tenders on percentage basis are invited from approved 
and eligible contractors register with Jammu and Kashmir UT Government, for the following works: -

S. No. Name of work Advertised cost Earnest 
Money 

Time of 
Completion

Class of 
Contract

Major 
Head

Cost of Tender 
document 

1 Improvement of Palhallan irri-
gation canal. ₹1446000/- ₹28936/- 25 Days BEE/ CEE/

DEE UT Capex ₹ 1200

Position of AAA: Conveyed 
Position of T.S.:  Conveyed
Position of funds:  Under Budgetary Provision of approved Ceiling
The NIT consisting of Qualifying information, eligibility criteria specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from websitewww.jktenders.gov.infrom: -

1 Publishing Date 07-10-20251500 Hours
2 Download Date Start 07-10-2025 1500 Hours
3 Tender Submission date Start 07-10-2025 1500 Hours
4 Tender Submission date Ends 27-10-2025 1400 Hours
5 Date of Opening 28-10-2025 1100 Hours

All other terms, conditions are as per the PWD form 25 (Double agreement form).
No: -I&FC/ Sopore/ NIT2375-85/ Sd/
Dated:- 07/10/2025  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-6964-25 Irrigation &FC Division
DT: 08/10/2025 Sopore

19 US lawmakers urge Trump to ‘reset and repair’ ties with India
IANS

WASHINGTON: 19 US Law-
makers on Wednesday wrote 
a letter to President Donald 
Trump urging him to “reset 
and repair” India-US “critical 
partnership.” The letter was 
co-signed by several prominent 
Democratic leaders, including 
Deborah Ross, Ro Khanna, Brad 
Sherman, Sydney Kamlager-
Dove, Raja Krishnamoorthi, 
and Pramila Jayapal. Nota-
bly, no Republican lawmakers 
signed it.

The Congress members 
warned that the US President’s 
recent tariff  hikes, which raised 
duties on Indian goods to as 
high as 50 per cent, have under-
mined relations with India and 
hurt both American consumers 
and manufacturers.

“We write as Members of  

Congress representing dis-
tricts with large, vibrant Indi-
an-American communities 
that maintain strong familial, 
cultural, and economic ties to 
India. Recent actions by your 
administration have strained 
relations with the world’s larg-
est democracy, creating nega-
tive consequences for both 
countries. We urge you to take 
immediate steps to reset and 
repair this critical partner-
ship,” they noted.

The lawmakers called on 
Trump to “review” his tariff  
policy and continue “dialogue 
with the Indian leadership,” 
stressing that the path forward 
“demands recalibration, not 
confrontation.”

It further added that the 
50 per cent tariffs have raised 
“prices for American consum-

ers" and damaged "the intricate 
supply chains that American 

companies depend on to bring 
products to market.”

They termed the India-US 
trading partnership as “excep-
tionally important” that sup-
ports “hundreds of  thousands 
of  jobs in both countries.”

“American manufacturers 
depend on India for key inputs 
in sectors from semiconduc-
tors to heath care, energy and 
more. American firms invest-
ing in India also gain access to 
one of  the fastest-growing con-
sumer markets in the world, 
while Indian companies have 
invested billions of  dollars here 
in America, helping to create 
new jobs and opportunities in 
the communities we represent.

"This indiscriminate tariff  
escalation jeopardizes these 
ties, raising costs for American 
families, undermining the abil-
ity of  American companies to 
compete globally, and undercut-

ting ground-breaking innova-
tion and cooperation,” the letter 
added.

The House members also 
warned that the Trump admin-
istration’s hostile actions have 
“pushed the Indian government 
to increase its diplomatic and 
economic engagement” with 
Russia and China and high-
lighted New Delhi’s “indispens-
able role as a counterweight to 
China’s growing assertiveness.”

“This development is par-
ticularly concerning in light of  
India’s growing importance as 
a stabilising force in the Indo-
Pacific through its participa-
tion in The Quad (in conjunc-
tion with the US, Australia, 
and Japan). India has become 
a vital partner in defense coop-
eration, conducting joint mili-
tary exercises with U.S. forces 

and working constructively 
with America and our allies to 
secure vital maritime routes,” 
it emphasised.

They noted that India and 
the US “share democratic tradi-
tions that set us apart from our 
authoritarian competitors” and 
called on the President to reaf-
firm US “commitment to India.”

“Our partnership demon-
strates to the world that free 
and open societies can pros-
per through cooperation and 
mutual respect. Given the 
depth and breadth of  U.S.–India 
cooperation – spanning defense, 
regional security, energy mar-
kets, innovation, and supply 
chain resilience – it is critical 
that our nation reaffirm its 
commitment to India,” they 
wrote.

Navi Mumbai airport is a symbol of 

Bharat’s aspirations: Gautam Adani
IANS 

MUMBAI: Adani Group 
Chairman Gautam Adani 
highlighted the comple-
tion of  the Navi Mumbai 
airport, which was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day, as a major achieve-
ment in India’s economic 
development and "a symbol 
of  Bharat’s aspirations".

“From blueprints to 
skylines, from dreams to 
runways, today India soars 
higher as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurat-
ed the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport," Gautam 
Adani said on X.

He also expressed his 
"deepest gratitude" to 
Maharashtra Chief  Min-
ister Devendra Fadna-
vis, Union Civil Aviation 
Minister Kinjarapu Ram-
mohan Naidu and all the 
Central and Maharashtra 
government officials "for 
their steadfast support 
and partnership".

"A heartfelt thank you to 
every construction worker, 
engineer, artisan, security 

guard, partner and team 
member whose dedication 
turned vision into reality. 
Together, we have built 
more than an airport. 
We have built a symbol 
of  Bharat’s aspirations," 
Gautam Adani added.

In his address at the 
inauguration ceremony, 
Prime Minister Modi said 
that Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport is a project 
that offers a glimpse of  
Viksit Bharat.

"It is built on the land of  
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj, and its shape is like a 

lotus flower. This new air-
port is set to play a pivotal 
role in enhancing regional 
and global connectivity," 
he remarked.

He said that today 
Mumbai welcomed its 
second international air-
port, marking a significant 
milestone in its journey to 
becoming Asia's premier 
connectivity hub.

"Through this new air-
port, the farmers of  Maha-
rashtra will be able to con-
nect with supermarkets 
in Europe and the Middle 
East as well," he observed.

PM Modi further stated 
that the NMIA will ease 
congestion at the Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport 
and significantly increase 
India's aviation capacity, 
adding that it will trans-
form travel and connectiv-
ity in Mumbai, positioning 
the city as a global hub of  
growth and opportunity.

He also pointed out that 
the construction of  air-
ports in smaller cities has 
provided people with the 
option to travel by air.

"To make air travel 
more affordable, the UDAN 
Yojana was introduced. 
Over the past decade, 
many individuals have 
experienced flying for the 
first time thanks to these 
efforts. New airports and 
the UDAN Yojana have 
made air travel easier while 
making India the world's 
third-largest domestic 
aviation market," he noted.

He said that due to the 
UDAN scheme, millions of  
people have taken their first 
air travel and fulfilled their 
dreams in the past decade.

PM Starmer leads biggest UK trade 

mission ever to India on first visit
IANS 

NEW DELHI: UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer 
arrived in India on Wednes-
day, accompanied by what 
he termed the biggest trade 
delegation ever from the 
country to India.

Addressing Indian busi-
ness leaders here, the UK 
Prime Minister said: "This 
is the biggest trade mission 
that the United Kingdom 
has ever sent to India. Obvi-
ously, this is a two-parter. 
We had Prime Minister 
(Narendra) Modi over to the 
United Kingdom earlier this 
year to sign the FTA."

Prime Minister Modi, 
who will meet his British 
counterpart on Thursday, 
took to X to welcome Sir 
Keir to India.

"Welcome Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer on 
your historic first visit 
to India with the largest 
ever trade delegation from 
the UK. Looking forward 
to our meeting tomorrow 
for advancing our shared 
vision of  a stronger, mutu-
ally prosperous future," 

PM Modi said.
PM Starmer is on a two-

day visit to India, and the 
two leaders are expected 
to review progress under 
the India-UK Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partner-
ship through the ‘Vision 
2035’ roadmap, a 10-year 
plan covering trade and 
investment, technology 
and innovation, defence 
and security, climate and 
energy, health, education, 
and people-to-people ties.

On his arrival in 
Mumbai, the UK PM visited 

a football training centre 
and took a tour of  Yash 
Raj Films Studio. Actor 
Rani Mukerji accompanied 
him during his tour. The 
PM also watched a movie 
with the actor and Yash 
Raj Films' CEO Akshaye 
Widhani.

Prime Minister Starm-
er announced that three 
movies produced by India's 
leading movie banner, Yash 
Raj Films, will be shot in 
the UK from 2026 onwards. 
This would create over 
3,000 jobs in the UK, he 

added.
British Airways has 

also reaffirmed its expan-
sion plans for India, as the 
airline facilitated a major 
UK Government trade mis-
sion led by Prime Minister 
Starmer to the country, 
the airline stated in an 
announcement.

In a fresh post on Ins-
tagram during his India 
visit, PM Starmer said that 
"growth in India for Brit-
ish businesses means more 
jobs at home for the British 
people".

EU chief calls for response to 'deliberate, 
targetted grey zone campaign' against Europe

IANS 

BRUSSELS: Citing the 
recent drone incursions and 
other airspace violations, the 
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen on 
Wednesday said that Europe 
is facing a "hybrid warfare" 
and must respond to these 
actions.

Calling it a "deliberate 
and targetted grey zone 
campaign against Europe," 
she said that these incidents 
are not random harassment 
but a "coherent and escalat-
ing campaign" to unsettle 
people, test resolve, divide 
EU, and weaken EU's support 
for Ukraine.

In her speech on Wednes-
day at the European Parlia-
ment plenary debate on a 
united response to recent 
Russian violations of  the EU 
Member States' airspace and 
critical infrastructure, Von 
der Leyen called for conduct-
ing investigation into each 
incident.

"Something new and dan-
gerous is happening in our 
skies. In just the past two 
weeks, MiG fighters have 
violated Estonia's airspace, 
and drones have flown over 
critical sites in Belgium, 
Poland, Romania, Denmark 
and Germany. Flights have 
been grounded, jets scram-
bled, and countermea-
sures deployed to ensure 
the safety of  our citizens. 
Make no mistake. This is 
part of  a worrying pattern 
of  growing threats. Across 
our Union, undersea cables 
have been cut, airports and 
logistics hubs paralysed by 
cyberattacks, and elections 
targetted by malign influ-
ence campaigns.

"These incidents are cal-
culated to linger in the twi-
light of  deniability. This is 
not random harassment. It 
is a coherent and escalating 
campaign to unsettle our citi-

zens, test our resolve, divide 
our Union, and weaken our 
support for Ukraine. And it 
is time to call it by its name. 
This is hybrid warfare, and 
we have to take it very seri-
ously. To those who still 
doubt, look at what is hap-
pening. One incident may 
be a mistake. Two, a coinci-
dence. But three, five, ten? 
This is a deliberate and tar-
getted grey zone campaign 
against Europe. And Europe 
must respond. We must 
investigate every incident. 
And we must not shy away 
from attributing responsi-
bility. Because every square 
centimetre of  our territory 
must be protected and safe," 
she added.

The European Union chief  
called for unity amongst var-
ious European nations, stat-
ing that the continent must 
urgently equip itself  with a 
strategic capacity to respond, 
that is ready to address the 
changing nature of  warfare. 
She called for developing and 
maintaining it together and 
stressed that Europe must 
be capable of  responding in 
real time.

"We must be ready to leave 
our comfort zone. We need to 
explore new ways of  doing 
things. And most important-
ly, we must deter everyone 
who seeks to harm our ter-
ritory and our people. The 
choice before us is simple. 
We can either shy away 
and watch Russian threats 
escalate, or we meet them 

with unity, deterrence and 
resolve. I know which side 
we will choose," Ursula von 
der Leyen said.

Her statement comes 
after drone incursions were 
reported in several European 
nations. Last week, Germa-
ny's Munich airport was shut 
for sometime after several 
drone sightings had forced 
suspension of  flight opera-
tions, Euro News reported.

Earlier, airports in 
Poland, Norway and Den-
mark also suspended oper-
ations for sometime due to 
unidentified drone activity. 
Airspace violations were 
also reported in Estonia and 
Romania, which accused 
Russia for the incident. 
However, Russia has reject-
ed the allegations.

From Madrasa to Minister: Rise 
of Taliban’s diplomatic face 
Amir Khan Muttaqi

IANS 

KABUL: Taliban’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mawlawi 
Amir Khan Muttaqi is all 
set to visit New Delhi on 
October 9 and preparations 
are underway in the capi-
tal to welcome the arrival 
of  one of  the oldest and 
strongest Taliban leaders.

During his visit, FM 
Muttaqi will talk to his 
counterparts on expand-
ing trade, easing visa 
allowance, security archi-
tecture, the instability in 
South Asia and will try to 
gain India’s favour, as New 
Delhi as of  now has not 
yet recognised the Taliban 
regime.

Who is Amir Khan Mut-
taqi?

Mawlawi Amir Khan 
Muttaqi, son of  Haji Nadir 
Khan, was born on March 
7, 1970, in Zarghun village, 
Nad Ali district, Helmand 
province. Hailing original-
ly from Paktia, his family 
later relocated to Helmand.

Following the Soviet 
invasion in the late 1970s, 
he emigrated to neighbour-
ing Pakistan at the age of  
nine, where he studied 
religious and traditional 
sciences in various schools 
for Afghan refugees.

In his early years, he 
actively participated in 
jihad against the commu-
nist regime in Helmand.

He has played a signifi-
cant role in political, cul-
tural, and administrative 
spheres during both the 
initial rule of  the Islamic 
Emirate (1996-2001) and its 
current rule since 2021.

Apart from holding offi-
cial administrative posi-
tions and being a member 
of  the Afghan cabinet, he 
has served on numerous 
postings, including as a 
leading negotiator for the 
Islamic Emirate.

Notably, he also led a 
delegation appointed by 
the late Mullah Muham-
mad Omar (the founder 
of  the Taliban and the 
supreme Leader from 
1996 to 2001) to negotiate 
with the former Northern 
Alliance.

He has also conducted 
talks in Tashkent, Uzbeki-
stan, Turkmenistan, and 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, facili-
tated by the Organisation of  
Islamic Cooperation.

He has also served as 
the Director General of  the 
radio station in Kandahar 
in 1994, Director General 
of  Information and Cul-
ture in Kandahar in 1995 
and others.

Similarly, following the 
takeover of  the Taliban in 
1996, he became the acting 
Minister of  Information 
and Culture and the offi-
cial spokesperson for the 
Islamic Emirate.
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Items Previous Rate New Rate

UHT Milk 5% Nil
Pre-Packaged & labelled Paneer 5% Nil
Parantha/Parotta 18% Nil
Tender coconut water 12% 5%
Butter, ghee 12% 5%
Jams, jellies, purees 12% 5%
Dry Fruits 12% 5%
Tea, Coffee, Chocolate 18% 5%
Soups, broths 18% 5%
Pastry, cakes, biscuits 18% 5%
Ice cream and edible ice 18% 5%

STATE TAXES DEPARTMENT
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Less Tax, More Nourishment : GST 2.0 for a Healthier Tomorrow

jkcomtax.gov.in@JK_GST_JK

Issued by Additional Commissioner Kashmir, State Taxes Department, J&K

DIPK-6972-25
DT: 08/10/2025

DIPK-6972-25
DT: 08/10/2025
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www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com 
Paytm, Inox App, or directly from the booking 
counter at the cinema. 

TICKETS AT: 
FOR ASSISTANCE WITH TICKETS
CALL 95416 13868

Now Showing Now Showing 
Latest Releases Latest Releases THURSDAY, 9  OCTOBER TH 

JOLLY LLB 3 (UA16+)
HINDI - 10:40 AM, 02:00 PM

 KANTARA A LEGEND: CHAPTER 1 (UA16+)
HINDI ATMOS - 11:00 AM, 02:30 PM

HINDI - 05:15 PM, 06:30 PM

SUNNY SANSKARI KI TULSI KUMARI (UA13+)
 HINDI - 12:15 PM, 03:20 PM, 06:00 PM

Div Com Reviews 
Comprehensive Winter 
Preparedness Measures

Flag Rally and Water Sports 
Event to Be Held at Pokhribal 
under SEWA PARV-2

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In view of  the 
upcoming winter season, 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Anshul Garg, 
Wednesday chaired a  
meeting with Deputy Com-
missioners and Heads of  
Departments to review the  
preparedness for the forth-
coming cold months.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Commission-
ers, Directors of  FCS&CA, 
ULB, and IMD, Commission-
er SMC, Chief Engineers of  
KPDCL, KPTCL, PHE, R&B, 
PMGSY, and officers from 
Horticulture, BRO, NH, 
NHIDCL, and other con-
cerned departments.

Div Com conducted a 
detailed review of  snow 
clearance strategies of  
key departments including 
MED, BRO, PMGSY, SMC, 
ULB, and R&B. He empha-
sized prioritizing snow 
clearance on roads leading 
to vital installations and 
habitations, ensuring min-
imal disruption to public 
movement and essential 
services.

He also reviewed buffer 
stocking of  ration, LPG, 
petroleum products, and 
distribution transform-
ers besides functioning of  
water supply schemes, lift 
stations, and deployment 
of  water tankers.

On the occasion, Div 
Com instructed Deputy 
Commissioners to ensure 
seamless coordination 
among departments to 
avoid service disruptions. 
He called for advance vet-
ting of  road stretches to be 
cleared by respective agen-

cies and stressed the need 
to complete tendering and 
contractor allotments by 
October-end.

The  departments were 
directed to map manpower 
and machinery to ensure 
timely snow clearance.

KPDCL was directed to 
enhance workshop capac-
ity to reduce transformer 
repair time besides main-
tain adequate buffer stock 
of  transformers, poles, and 
wires.

He called for distribu-
tion of  sufficient trans-
former oil to all districts to 
prevent shortages.

Also, both KPDCL and 
KPTCL were instructed to 
expedite tree branch cut-
ting to prevent power line 
damage.

Director Health Services 
was instructed to ensure 
availability of  medical 
staff  in all health institu-
tions and to  provide 4x4 
ambulances to districts 
and operation of  108 emer-

gency services.
He instructed DCs to 

identify and map critical 
patients, elderly individu-
als, and pregnant women 
for early evacuation or 
transfer to safer locations 
for treatment.

Moreover, he directed 
for deployment of  Gynae-
cologists and Pediatricians 
to Gurez on a rotational 
basis.

Regarding Fuel Sup-
plies, he directed agencies  
to ensure 20 days' buffer 
stock of  LPG by November 
20 besides augmentation of  
buffer stocks of  petrol and 
diesel.

Also, Div Com enjoined 
Dir FCS&CA to ensure 
availabilty adequate Buffer 
stock of   ration at distribu-
tion places and dumping of  
stocks in remote and high-
altitude areas.

Taking note of  increased 
fire incidents during win-
ters, Div Com directed 
public awareness cam-

paigns on safe use of  
electrical appliances and 
stressed on  stationing of  
fire tenders at critical loca-
tions for rapid response.

While reviewing the 
availability of  satellite 
phones for Nodal Officers 
and emergency teams, he 
called for effective usage 
of  communication system.

He also directed BSNL 
officers  to expedite instal-
lation of  telecom towers 
in uncovered areas to 
ensure uninterrupted 
connectivity.

Moreover, he advised 
use of  telecom services for 
dissemination of  adviso-
ries to the general public, 
particularly farmers.

Div Com directed DC 
Ganderbal to ensure con-
tinuous operation of  Son-
marg Tunnel for winter 
tourism.

SMC and other civic 
agencies were instructed to 
ensure prompt snow clear-
ance in city and timely 
dewatering of  low-lying 
zones.

To streamline coordina-
tion, the OSD to Div Com 
was appointed as the Divi-
sional Level Nodal Officer, 
while other departments 
were instructed to appoint 
their respective nodal offi-
cers for information shar-
ing and response.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner reiterated the need 
for proactive planning, 
inter-agency coordination, 
and efficient execution to 
mitigate public inconve-
nience and ensure smooth 
functioning of  essential 
services during the winter 
season.

AZHAR HAJINI

SRINAGAR, SEPT 27: A 
mega Flag Rally (Water 
Sports) event is scheduled 
to take place today at Boat 
Club, Pokhribal, Kathi 
Darwaza, Srinagar, as part 
of  the SEWA PARV-2025 
celebrations. The event 
will commence at 11:00 
a.m. and is expected to 
draw the participation of  
several prominent govern-
ment dignitaries, officials, 
and local enthusiasts.

Organized in line with 
the spirit of  SEWA PARV, 
the rally aims to promote 
the ideals of  service, physi-
cal fitness, environmental 
awareness, and commu-
nity participation. The 
initiative seeks to inspire 
citizens to contribute 
actively towards nation-
building while nurturing 
a sense of  social responsi-
bility and environmental 
stewardship.

The event will also high-
light “Mission YUVA”, a 
flagship initiative of  the 
Government of  Jammu 
& Kashmir that envisions 
transforming the region 

into a dynamic hub of  
entrepreneurship and 
employment. The mission 
focuses on fostering inno-
vation, nurturing youth 
talent, and empowering 
individuals to drive eco-
nomic growth and self-
reliance across the Union 
Territory.

Officials said that the 
Flag Rally and Water 
Sports activities will not 
only encourage fitness and 
teamwork among the youth 
but also showcase Jammu 
& Kashmir’s immense 
potential for water-based 
adventure tourism.

Given the importance 
of  the event, media orga-
nizations and news agen-
cies have been requested 
to ensure adequate cover-
age to capture the enthusi-
asm and participation that 
SEWA PARV symbolizes.

The Pokhribal event 
is being seen as a vibrant 
confluence of  youth 
energy, patriotic spirit, and 
environmental conscious-
ness, reflecting the broader 
vision of  a progressive and 
self-reliant Jammu and 
Kashmir.

DC B'la reviews progress 
on DILRMP, SVAMITVA, 
NAKSHA initiatives

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, 
Wednesday chaired a 
meeting of  revenue offi-
cers at the Meeting Hall, 
DC Office, to review the 
progress of  the Digital 
India Land Records Mod-
ernization Programme 
(DILRMP), SVAMITVA, 
and NAKSHA initiatives.

The DC reviewed 
progress on key agenda 
points, including the digi-
tization of  Jamabandis 
(Web Halris), completion 
of  Khasras and Khatas 
tehsil-wise, village-wise 
updates on ground truth-
ing of  maps, status of  Map 
Kaat (insertion of  daugh-
ter parcels), and overall 
implementation of  the 
SVAMITVA scheme across 
the district.

During the meeting, the 
DC stressed the need to 
expedite the digitization 
process and directed all 
Tehsildars to clear pending 
records within a stipulated 
time frame. Pending veri-

fications were instructed 
to be completed within a 
week, with SDMs assigned 
to monitor progress.

 Tehsildars were further 
directed to collect daily 
reports from Patwaris to 
ensure accountability and 
proper tracking of  records.

The DC also reviewed 
the status of  developmen-
tal projects, including the 
Narbal–Uri National High-
way, and instructed Teh-
sildars to resolve pending 
Right of  Way (RoW) and 
other land acquisition 
issues to facilitate smooth 
execution of  works.

Emphasizing efficiency 
and transparency, the DC 
highlighted that timely 
digitization, accurate land 
records, and proper man-
agement of  land acqui-
sition are essential for 
effective governance and 
improved public service 
delivery across the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADC Baramulla, 
ADC Sopore, SDM Uri, 
SDM Gulmarg, all Tehsil-
dars, and other senior rev-
enue officers.

Enforcement team Launches Drive 
to Enforce GST Reform Benefits

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The district-
Level Enforcement Team Pul-
wama Wednesday continued 
a series of  intensive enforce-
ment and awareness drives 
across the district to ensure 
the effective implementation 
of  the Next Generation GST 
Reforms 2.0 and the transfer 
of  its benefits to consumers.

During the drive, the team 
conducted thorough inspec-
tions of  various pharmacies, 
directing them to strictly 
adhere to the revised, lower 
prices of  medicines and other 
items as per the new tax struc-
ture. The officers scrutinized 
billing records to ensure com-
pliance with the revised rates.

The squad also visited 
various commercial establish-
ments, including retail outlets 
and supermarkets. They veri-
fied sales invoices to confirm 
the application of  reduced 

GST rates. The team directed 
the managers to ensure that 
all old unsold stock is billed 
and sold at the revised rates, 
reflecting the updated tax 
reductions.

Furthermore, inspections 
were carried out at several 
industrial units registered 
with the Department of  
Industries & Commerce. The 
enforcement team checked 
the billing systems, ensuring 
fair pricing and consumer 
welfare.

A key directive issued 
during the inspections was 
the mandatory requirement 
for all commercial establish-
ments to prominently dis-
play product lists where GST 
rates have been reduced. This 
measure aims to ensure that 
the public is fully aware of  
the price benefits, thereby 
empowering consumers and 
promoting transparency in 
the market.

NIT Srinagar set to host Grand Global Alumni Meet on Oct 10–11
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT) Sri-
nagar is gearing up for a historic 
celebration as it prepares to host 
its Global Alumni Meet – Sangam 
2025 on October 10 and 11.

The two-day event will mark 
one of the biggest homecomings 
in the institute’s six-decade histo-
ry, bringing together hundreds of 
distinguished alumni from across 
India and abroad. The meet will 
be a celebration of gratitude, 
philanthropy, and the enduring 
bond between alumni and their 
alma mater.

 Several eminent graduates 
of the Institute formerly known 
as Regional Engineering College 
(REC) Srinagar have come for-
ward with generous endowments 
aimed at promoting academic 
excellence, innovation, and lead-
ership among students.

Among the most notable con-
tributors this year are Dr. Pradeep 
Tyle, Er. Ashok Dhar, Er. B. Mad-
husudhana Rao, Dr. Sultana N. 
Nahar, Dr. Arun Jaura, and Er. 
M.G.V. Sridhar, who have collec-
tively pledged significant funds 
to institute.

Dr. Pradeep Tyle, an alumnus 
of the 1982 Chemical Engineer-

ing batch and a global leader in 
the flexible packaging industry, 
has donated ₹4 lakh to for the 
Institute across major engineer-
ing branches.

 He is founder of PTA Advisors 
LLP and the Tyle Family Founda-
tion, said his contribution is “a way 
to inspire young engineers to think 
globally and act responsibly.”

In a similar gesture, Er. Ashok 
Dhar, a 1972–77 Chemical Engi-
neering graduate and former 
senior executive in three Fortune 
500 energy companies, has insti-
tuted the Ashok Dhar Gold Medal 
with a contribution of ₹2 lakh.

The medal will be awarded 

annually to the top-performing 
student in the Department of 
Chemical Engineering.

Er. B. Madhusudhana Rao, 
a 1985 Mechanical Engineering 
graduate, has donated ₹2 lakh to 
establish the Madhusudhana Rao 
Gold Medal for the branch topper 
in Mechanical Engineering.

Rao, who has held leadership 
roles in global oil and gas infra-
structure projects, said the ges-
ture was his way of giving back to 
the institute that laid his profes-
sional foundation.

Two more distinguished 
alumni  Er Malay Chatterjee and 
Er Ram Mohan will also be part 

of Sangam 2025.
Er. Malay Chatterjee (Civil 

Engineering, 1984), currently 
Member (Technical) at the Odisha 
Real Estate Appellate Tribunal 
and former CMD of KIOCL Ltd., 
has over 33 years of leadership 
experience in mining, steel, and 
construction sectors. A law gradu-
ate from Utkal University and an 
M.Sc. in Disaster Mitigation from 
Sikkim Manipal University, he is 
widely recognized for turning 
around public sector enterprises 
like HSCL and KIOCL.

Ram Mohan, a 1984 alumnus 
in Engineering, is a senior business 
coach and executive strategist 

with decades of global experience 
in IT and telecom.

He has served in leader-
ship roles at Motorola, the Tata 
group, and Tech Mahindra, and 
most recently as Executive Vice 
President at Tietoevry India. Now 
advising startups in innovation 
and strategy, he continues to 
mentor young professionals while 
maintaining a deep connection 
with his alma mater.

Meanwhile, Dr. Sultana N. 
Nahar, Prof. at The Ohio State 
University, USA, has instituted 
the Sultana Nahar and Alburuj R. 
Rahman Prizes for excellence in 
Physics and Mathematics.


