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Cabinet Recommends
Summoning Autumn
Session From October13

Statehood, Reservation And Highway Issues

Expected To Dominate Pr

i

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Cabinet on
Wednesday decided to recom-
mend to Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha the sum-
moning of the J&K Assembly
on October 13.

Sources said that the Cabi-
net, which met this morning
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, decided to recommend
to the LG the summoning of
the Assembly on October 13.

“The session will be brief
and may span seven days,
from October 13 to 20,” they
disclosed, adding that the
recommendation will now
be sent to the LG for formal
approval.

This would be the third
session of the J&K Union
Territory’s first Assembly.
The last sitting of the J&K
Assembly was held on April
29, 2025, when it convened
to condemn the dastardly
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terror attack in Amalgam,
in which 26 civilians were
killed.

Therefore, the Assem-
bly must meet on or before
October 28 to fulfill statutory
requirements.

As per the Jammu &
Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019, there must not be
a gap longer than six months
between the last sitting of
one session and the first sit-
ting of the next.

“The Lieutenant Gover-
nor shall, from time to time,
summon the Legislative
Assembly to meet at such
time and place as he thinks
fit, but six months shall not
intervene between its last sit-
ting in one session and the
date appointed for its first
sitting in the next session,”
reads the J&K Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2019.

Given the current scenar-
io, the issues of statehood
and reservation eP-06

Youth, Startup Ecosystems Backbone
Of PM’s Vision Of New India: Amit Shah

Through GST Reforms, PM Has Shown Govt’s Purpose To Raise Revenue To Run Country

AGENCIES

GANDHI NAGAR: Assert-
ing that youth and startup
ecosystems are the backbone
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of New India,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday said that
during his 11-year tenure the
Prime Minister has fulfilled
the dream of transforming
Indian youth from job seekers
to job providers.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the Startup Con-
clave 2025 here the Union
Home Minister, said, “Before
2014, Indian youth had to leave
the country to innovate, con-
duct research, or implement
their ideas in the startup
sector. In 2000, there was no
concept of startups, systems,
or ecosystems in India.”

He said, “By 2014, there
were fewer than 500 startups,
and dreaming of startups was
only feasible for children from
affluent backgrounds.” He
emphasized that over the past
ten years, PM Modi launched
Startup India in 2016, and
today, India has become the
fastest-growing country in

PM has fulfilled dream of
transforming Indian youth from
job seekers to job providers;
From 2016-2024, India has
emerged as world’s third-largest
startup, digital ecosystem
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building a world-class startup
ecosystem.

Shah said that through
Startup India, PM Modi has
fulfilled the dream of trans-
forming Indian youth from job
seekers to job creators.

He has elevated startups
beyond mere profit-making
entities, making them a sig-
nificant tool for self-reliance.

The startup ecosystem has
become a platform to address
many of the country’s chal-
lenges, accelerate innovation,
and provide opportunities for
youth creativity.

Amit Shah said that in the
eight years from 2016 to 2024,
India has become the world’s
third-largest startup ecosys-
tem. Furthermore, over the

In next 3 years, India will
rank among top 10 countries
in global innovation index;
New education policy opened
treasure trove for youth

b
\ ~FAEE " ey .
past ten years, India has also
emerged as the third-largest
digital ecosystem, empower-
ing the startup ecosystem.
The digital ecosystem rapidly
brings the ideas, vision, and
courage of the youth to the
forefront of the nation and
the world.

He said that in 2015, India’s
ranking in the eP-06

“ BY 2014, THERE WERE FEWER THAN 500 STARTUPS, AND DREAMING OF startups
was only feasible for children from affluent backgrounds.” He emphasized that over the past ten years, PM Modi launched
Startup India in 2016, and today, India has become the fastest-growing country in building a world-class startup ecosystem.

CM Cabinet Meeting,
Key Governance,

Developmental
Decisions Taken

o APRL

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tues-
daychaired a Cabinet
Meeting at the Civil Sec-
retariat, Srinagar, where
several important deci-
sions pertaining to gov-
ernance and development
were taken.

The meeting was
attended by the eP-06

N?endra Modi ®

@narendramodi
Today we mark

#7YearsOfAyushmanBharat!
This was an initiative that
anticipated the needs of

the future and focussed on
ensuring top quality as well
as affordable healthcare for
peoaple. Thanks to it, India

is witnessing a revolution

in public healthcare. It has
ensured financial protection
and dignity. India has shown
how scale, compassion and
technology can further human
empowerment.

‘Giran’ Apples Rot In Orchards Due
To Highway Closures, Say Growers

]

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: In Kashmir’s
apple heartland, orchards
are strewn with fallen fruit
this year, but instead of offer-
ingrelief to struggling farm-
ers, the “Giran” apples have
turned into a fresh source of
WOrry.

Locally known as "Giran",
these are apples that fall pre-
maturely from trees before
harvest.

Growers, said that due to
unusual weather and heavy
fruit fall this season, nearly
30-40 per cent of the crop
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is "Giran". Yet, unlike past
years, there are no takers for
the produce.

Traditionally, small make-
shift roadside mandis would
spring up across Pulwama,
Shopian, and other apple
belts where "Giran" apples
found ready buyers for juice
factories and low-grade pro-
cessing. However, repeated
closures of the Srinagar-
Jammu National Highway
have disrupted supplies so
severely that these mandis
were forced to shut down.

“Earlier, Giran apples at
least helped us eP-06

REHAN QAYOOM

CRPF Reiterates Bond

SRINAGAR: As a show of soli-
darity and cultural celebration,
Director General of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF), GP
Singh Tuesday reaffirmed that
the force stands with the people
of Kashmir “in every situation.”

The occasion marked the flag-
ging off of the 3rd edition of the
Yashasvini High-Altitude Wom-
en’s Bike Expedition 2025 from
Srinagar’s historic Lal Chowk.

The event, infused with trib-
utes, cultural programs and
community participation, high-
lighted not only the CRPF’s
operational spirit but also its
social connect with the Valley,
as locals, women riders and offi-
cers joined hands in a journey of
courage and resilience.

At the start of the ceremony,
DG, GP Singh, paid glowing
tributes to the martyrs of the
2001 Parliament attack, saluting
their sacrifice and remembering
those honoured with the Ashoka
Chakra, India’s highest gallant-
ry award.

O]

Adding colour to the occasion,
local artists performed Kash-
miri folk music and Rouf dance,
creating a festive atmosphere.
Cultural groups also showcased
performances reflecting Kash-
mir’s rich traditions, drawing
applause from the audience,
which included women and chil-
dren from Lal Chowk and adjoin-
ing areas.

DG Singh, while addressing
the gathering, said, “This expe-
dition is not just a test of endur-
ance, but a reminder of CRPF’s

With Kashmiri’s: DGGPSi
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contribution to India’s internal
security and its everlasting
commitment to the people of
Kashmir. Your encouragement

inspires us to serve better.”

He said the seven-day high-
altitude expedition will see an
all-women CRPF team cover
nearly 1,400 km from Lal Chowk
to Pangong Tso and back, cross-
ing Khardung La at an altitude
of 18,000 feet. He extended his
greetings to the riders, calling
them “torchbearers of courage

and inspiration.” eP-06

PCOS Increasing

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR,: Polycystic
Ovary Syndrome (PCOS),
one of the most common
hormonal disorders among
women of reproductive age,
is becoming a growing health
concern in Kashmir and
across the country.
Doctors warn that
the lack of aware-
ness and delayed
treatment often
worsen the con-
dition, leading
to infertility,

diabetes, and
heart problems later
in life.

Dr Shazia, a Gynaeco-
logist at GMC 1 Srinagar,
explained that PCOS occurs
when women’s ovaries pro-
duce higher-than-normal
amounts of male hormones
(androgens). “This hormonal
imbalance interferes with
the regular release of eggs

Among

Women In Kashmir, Say Doctors

during the menstrual cycle.
As a result, multiple small
cysts can form in the ova-
ries,” she said.

Dr Rukhsana AKkhter,
a gynaecologist posted in
south Kashmir, said PCOS
does not have a single cause
but is linked to
several factors.
She said that
excess andro-
gen production
disrupts ovu-
lation, high insu-
lin levels increase
androgen produc-
tion, leading to irregular
cycles and weight gain.

"Women with a family his-
tory of PCOS are more prone
to the disorder, and seden-
tary lifestyle, poor diet, and
stress are major contribu-
tors," she added.

Gynaecologists warn that
untreated PCOS has both
short-term and long-term
consequences. eP-06

India Must Move From ‘Make In

India’ To “Think In India’: Army Chief

‘Op Sindoor Demonstrated Value Of Self-Reliant Defence Technology’

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Stating that
India must move from “Make
in India” to “Think in India,”
Chief of the Army Staff Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi on
Tuesday said that ‘Operation
Sindoor’ demonstrated the
positive impact of self-reliant
technology, and the need of
the hour is to remain ahead
of evolving threats.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the Tri Services
Academia Technology Sympo-
sium (T-SATS) at the Manek-
shaw Centre, the Army Chief,
said, “We have to encourage
domestic ideation, innova-
tion, and system development
by industry, think tanks, and
academia.”

He compared technologi-
cal adaptation in warfare to

failing to think ahead would
lead to setbacks.

He said, “While indigenous
scalability has been shown,
further investment in niche
technology and enterprise-
scale implementation is
required.”

AN L :
He said India’s proposed
air defence system, Sudar-
shan Chakra, would integrate
multiple protective layers,
starting with counter-drone
systems and extending to
counter-UAV and counter-
hypersonic systems. “Some
elements cannot eP-06

178 Injured,

OWAIS GUL

J&IK Floods: 150 Lives Lost,

33 Missing

bursed in all these cases.

SRINAGAR: Flash floods
and cloudbursts that struck
Jammu and Kashmir in August
and September claimed 150
lives, left 33 persons missing,
and caused property damage
worth crores.

According to the fig-
ures available, Kisht-
war District record-
ed the highest
number of casu-
alties where 33
persons are still
missing. “A total
of 150 people lost
their lives while 178
persons were injured”
data reveals, adding, “Over
13600 houses were damaged
fully, severely or partially
across the region during the
recent natural calamities.”

According to the figures
864 houses were damaged in
Kashmir of which 16 were fully
damaged, 57 severely and 791
partially.

An official said that the
relief has already been dis-

$CM K<

..Despite ‘Challenges’

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

On agricultural losses, more
than 12,500 hectares of land got
affected and nearly 315 hect-
ares were hit in Horticulture
sector, primarily in Anantnag,
Kulgam and Pulwama districts
with estimated losses of about

Rs 59 lakh.
In Jammu, 12,800
houses were dam-
aged. Of them, 4,200
houses were fully
damaged and over
8,600 partially
damaged. The
data revealed that
the worst-hit dis-

tricts are Udhampur
and Jammu.
Besides, 758 were

declared unsafe after the gov-
ernment conducted safety
audit of 8,800 schools in
Jammu division.

It may be recalled that soon
after the flash floods and land-
slides hit Jammu and Kash-
mir, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah arrived in Jammu
on August 31 and toured the
flood-hit Jammu eP-06

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder
Kumar Choudhary,
Tuesday said that
despite facing
"tough times", the
elected govern-
ment led by Chief
Minister Omar
Abdullah would con-
tinue to "fight for the
rights of people" and "won’t
step back".

Talking to reporters here,
the Deputy CM, said the
government will never suc-
cumb to the pressure. “Some
people want the government
to resign, but we won’t do
that. We are the workers
of Sher-e-Kashmir Sheikh
Muhammad Abdullah. We
will never succumb to the
pressure and will continue
to fight for the rights of the
people,” he asserted.

Choudhary said that all
the promises made by the
National Conference (NC)
leadership will be fulfilled

Omar-Led Govt Will Fight
For People’s Rights: Dy CM

in the five-year tenure. “We
have been given five years to
fulfil our promises. Only ten
months have elapsed so
far, and we will fulfil
all our promises,”
he said.

The Dy CM fur-
ther added that the
government has
been facing hurdles
due to the limited
powers in the Union
Territory. “The government
doesn’t have a free hand
under the dual governance
system. Let the statehood be
restored, we will show what
the government is capable of
doing,” he said while reply-
ing to the statements of the
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Sunil Sharma.

He stated that the gov-
ernment has been working
diligently to advocate for the
rights of its people.

The Deputy CM said the
issue regarding the restora-
tion of statehood and special
status was also discussed in
the cabinet oP-06
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Dr. Mir Wagas Ranked Among
World’s Top 2% Scientistsby
Stanford University

ZUBAIR QURESHI

SRINAGAR: Dr. Mir
Waqgas Alam, Associate
Professor of Nano and
Functional Material Sci-
ence at King Faisal Uni-
versity, Saudi Arabia, has
once again been ranked
among the world’s top 2%
scientists, according to
the global list compiled by
Stanford University, USA,
and Elsevier (Version 8,
2025 update). This is the
second consecutive year
(2024 and 2025) that he has
earned this recognition.
Dr. Alam, who hails
from Dildar Karnah, a
remote border tehsil in
north Kashmir, belongs
to the Pahari Ethenic
Group. He completed his
early education in Karnah
before earning a B.Sc.
degree from Amar Singh
College, Srinagar. He later
pursued a Ph.D. in Nano
and Functional Material
Science from Toyama Uni-
versity, Japan, and carried
out research at Western
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Kentucky University, USA,
and Japan's National Insti-
tute of Material Science
(NIMS).

Speaking about the rec-
ognition, Dr. Alam said,
“This acknowledgment
is a reflection of years of
consistent work in my field.
It also reminds me of the

S

responsibility to continue
contributing to science in
ways that can bring prac-
tical benefits to society.
My journey from Karnah
to the international stage
has been challenging, but it
shows that determination
and focus can overcome
many barriers.”

Dr. Alam joined King
Faisal University in 2015
as an Assistant Professor
and was promoted to Asso-
ciate Professor in 2022. His
research spans nanotech-
nology, with applications
in sustainable energy and
medical technologies.

A family member, Ubaid
Ayoub, expressed pride in
his achievement. “Coming
from Karnah, where access
to opportunities is limited,
Dr. Waqas’s journey is
an inspiration for young
people in the region. His
success shows that stu-
dents from remote areas
can also make their mark
globally if given the right
guidance and dedication.”

Dr. Alam’s recognition
highlights not only his indi-
vidual academic contribu-
tions but also brings vis-
ibility to the Pahari Tribe
and the challenges faced by
students from border areas
like Karnah said Zubair
Qureshi, writer activist
of from Pahari Ethenic
Group.
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Justice Sanjeev Kumar makes history, holds
HC Division Bench proceedmgs from Gurez

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GUREZ: In a historic first,
3 Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
senior-most Judge of the
: High Court of J&K and
i Ladakh, presided over
i Division Bench proceed-
¢ ings from Gurez through
: virtual mode, marking a
{ new chapter in techno-
© logically enabled justice
. system where geographical
i barriers no longer hinder
! access to courts.
Justice Sanjeev Kumar
was on an official trip as
i Executive Chairman J&K
i Legal Services Authority
. regarding the child friend-
i ly scheme of NALSA-2024
i and he heard all the listed
cases from Munsiff Court
© Gurez through virtual
' mode.
i The historic bench com-
i prised of Justices Sanjeev
: Kumar and Sanjay Parihar,
i the former joined from
i Gurez while the latter was
i in Jammu wing of the High
i Court of J&K and Ladakh.
The lawyers also attend-
ed their cases from Jammu
as well as Srinagar wings
: of High Court through
video conferencing facility.
 As many as 45 cases from
+ Jammu wing and 5 cases
i from Kashmir wing were

heard through digital plat-
form exhausting the entire
Cause List for the day.
While this initiative has
declared the availability of
virtual facility from a cut
off tehsil of Gurez Bandi-
pora in courts, it has been
widely applauded by the
local stakeholders.
Justices Sanjeev Kumar
impressed upon utility of
this service by lawyers, liti-
gants and defence person-

nel living in Gurez.

Justices Sanjeev Kumar
directed Central Project
Coordinator e-Court High
Court of J&K and Ladkah,
Fayaz Ahmad Qureshi to
ensure seamless service
of e-filing, display of
timely case information,
real time display of cause
list for information of all
the litigants to prevent
any deprivation to such
facilities.

For immediate installa-
tion of Kiosk in Munsiff
Court Gurez, a direction
was passed by Justice San-
jeev which will provide
various e-Courts services
to people of Gurez.

Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
who is also Chairman of
High Court Information
Technology Committee,
exhorted upon improvis-
ing the existing IT infra-
structure to ensure lever-
age between physical and
digital platform for ease of
court business and enhanc-
ing digital access to physi-
cal platforms.

This move is first of its
kind which will connect a
cut off border area with
rest of the world on digital
platform.

By making proper use of
the same, lawyers can e-file
their cases anywhere in
the country, e-file replies,
check status of their cases,
cause list of any court and
keep the people of Gurez
connected with all the
courts across India. It
will also bridge the geo-
graphical and snow bar-
riers. People and lawyers
expressed gratitude for
such a unique beginning
in such a distantly cut off
area.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Nation-
al Institute of Technology
(NIT) Srinagar success-
fully organized a two-day
Silambam Workshop,
introducing students to
the traditional martial art
of Tamil Nadu. The event,
held at the Institute’s
Common Hall, concluded
with enthusiastic partici-
pation and a rich cultural
exchange.

Out of 140 registra-
tions, 80 students were
shortlisted and trained in
two batches of forty each.
The sessions covered
the basics of Silambam,
including footwork, pos-
tures, and stick-handling

techniques, blending ele-
ments of discipline, focus,
and physical fitness.

Students from across
India studying at NIT Sri-
nagar took part, symboliz-
ing unity through cultural
learning.

The campus witnessed
a unique confluence as
the rhythmic movements
of South India’s ancient
martial heritage found
eager learners against
the serene backdrop of
Kashmir.

Director NIT Srinagar,
Prof. Binod Kumar Kanu-
jia, said such initiatives
are vital to preserving
traditional knowledge
while shaping students’
character.

"These workshops not
only safeguard cultural
heritage but also instill
discipline and confidence
among our students. The
union of Tamil Nadu’s
Silambam and Kashmir’s
youthful energy reflects
India’s unity in diversity,"
he said.

Registrar NIT Srinagar,
Prof. Atikur Rehman,
lauded the initiative and
stressed the value of
extracurricular activities.

"Workshops like these
strengthen the holistic
development of our stu-
dents. Cultural cross-
pollination enriches their
academic journey as well,"
he remarked.

Dean Students’ Wel-

NIT connects South Indian Martial
Arts with Kashmir’s campus spirit
: , |

fare, Prof. Abid Bazaz,
also highlighted the over-
whelming response to the
program.

"The enthusiasm of 140
registrations itself proves
the appetite for learning
and cultural exploration.
The training will surely
inspire more such initia-
tives in the future," he said.

The program was coor-
dinated by the Culture
Club and SoapBox, led by
Dr. Dinesh Kumar Rajen-
dran, Assistant Professor
and Coordinator of the
Drone Research Centre,
who also served as the
trainer.

A lifelong practitio-
ner of Silambam, Dr.
Rajendran trained at the

Sadayappa Martial Arts
Academy in Pudukkottai,
Tamil Nadu.

"Silambam is not just a
martial art but a philoso-
phy that cultivates self-
control, focus, and bal-
ance. Bringing this Tamil
tradition to Kashmir
reflects the cultural har-
mony we must continue to
cherish," he said.

The workshop conclud-
ed with live demonstra-
tions by participants, who
showcased their newly
acquired skills before fac-
ulty and peers. The event
underscored the fusion of
Tamil Nadu’s martial her-
itage with the academic
and cultural vibrancy of
Kashmir.

10th Ayurveda Day Celebrated at AYUSH
Health & Wellness Centre Kenlhama
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Seva Parv 2025

KU organises cleanliness drive,

field visits, literacy programme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: AYUSH Health & Well-
ness Centre, Kenihama celebrated
the 10th Ayurveda Day here Tuesday
with series of activities under this
year’s theme ‘Ayurveda for People
& Planet’.

The celebrations were held under
the guidance of District AYUSH Offi-
cer Budgam, Dr. Firdous Malik.

Addressing the celebrations, Medi-
cal Officer, Dr. Nusrat Bashir high-
lighted the importance of Ayurveda,
stating that it is not just a system of
healthcare but a complete science of
life, based on the principle of har-
mony between the individual and
the environment. She said that the
observance of Ayurveda Day reflects
the collective resolve to harness the
full potential of Ayurveda for global

wellbeing and a healthier planet.

As part of the programme, lec-
tures were delivered on the role
of Ayurveda in healthy living and
disease management. Free medi-
cal check-ups were also conducted
for the needy and disease-specific
medicines were distributed among
the patients. Information, Education
and Communication (IEC) material
was also disseminated for creating
public awareness regarding preven-
tive healthcare practices.

An awareness lecture on Yoga
was also organised on the occasion,
highlighting its significance for over-
all physical and mental well-being.
Besides, Non-Communicable Disease
(NCD) screening of individuals was
undertaken, while special focus was
laid on anaemia screening of the
needy people.

SRINAGAR: To mark the ongoing
Seva Parv 2025 celebrations, the Uni-
versity of Kashmir (KU) organised a
series of community outreach ini-
tiatives, reflecting its commitment
to social responsibility, inclusivity,
and civic awareness. The events were
coordinated by varisty's Department
of Students' Welfare.

The National Service Scheme
(NSS) unit of KU launched a week-
long Cleanliness Drive across the
main and satellite campuses. The
programme was flagged off by Prof.
Shazia Manzoor, Head, Department
of Social Work KU, who underlined
the importance of collective respon-
sibility in maintaining hygiene and
sustainability. Dr. Wagar Amin,
Coordinator NSS KU, highlighted
the role of such initiatives in nur-
turing civic sense and environmen-
tal consciousness among students.
KU NSS Programme Officers, Dr.
Humaira Showkat and Dr. Aijaz
Ahmad, also motivated the volun-
teers. A large number of NSS vol-
unteers and staff of the varsity’s

Environment and Hygiene wing
actively participated in the drive.
The Department of Social Work
organised a field visit to Ahati
Wagar Senior Citizen Home, SOS
Children’s Village and ICDS Cen-
tres. Students engaged with elderly
people and children through life
skills activities, storytelling, and
interactive sessions, aiming to
spread joy and instil compassion
through meaningful interactions.
The Directorate of Lifelong
Learning (DLL), in collaboration
with Phaag Development Forum,
organised an Adult Literacy Pro-
gramme and Career Counselling
Session for Youth at Darbagh,
Harwan. The programme aimed
to empower local adults with basic
literacy skills while guiding young
people on career opportunities, skill
development, and future prospects.
The series of initiatives under
Seva Parv 2025 showcased KU’s ongo-
ing efforts to promote education,
social responsibility, environmental
awareness, and community care.
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Philips Home Appliances Brings
Festive Cheer with ‘Sone Pe
Suhaga’ Campaign

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The festive
season in India is synony-
mous with joy, new begin-
nings, and auspicious tra-
ditions, and few symbols
capture that better than
gold. Embracing this fes-
tive spirit, Philips Home
Appliances has announced
its pan-India campaign
Sone Pe Suhaga, bringing
consumers the chance to
celebrate the season with
golden rewards alongside
trusted innovations for the
home.

At the heart of the cam-
paign lies Philips’ belief
that the festive season
is about creating lasting
memories while making
everyday life easier. With
a portfolio that includes
the iconic Philips Airfry-
er, Mixer Grinders, Coffee
Machines, Garment Steam-
ers, Air Purifiers, and
more. The brand continues
to bring together innova-
tion, convenience, and care
to turn houses into homes.

The month long the
campaign offers shoppers
the opportunity to win
gold worth INR 9,999 every
hour, every day. Philips
Home Appliances will be

announcing the winners
hourly via social media,
radio, and daily winners
via national newspapers.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Pooja Baid, Chief
Marketing Officer, Ver-
suni India, said: “Festi-
vals in India are about joy,
togetherness, and mean-
ingful moments. Gold has
always been a cherished
part of these celebrations;
a symbol of prosperity and
good fortune. With our
‘Sone Pe Suhaga’ cam-
paign, we are combining
the excitement of winning
gold with the assurance
of Philips’ trusted inno-
vations. It’s our way of
adding even more sparkle
to every celebration this
festive season.”

The Sone Pe Suhaga
campaign reflects Phil-
ips’ long-standing prom-
ise of bringing relevant,
purposeful innovation
to Indian homes while
making the festive season
even more rewarding.
Running nationwide from
September 22 to October
22, 2025, it invites consum-
ers to purchase any Phil-
ips product above 21,000
at any offline store or on
the Philips Home Appli-

—
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ances website, register
via the campaign QR code,
and stand a chance to win
gold vouchers worth 29,999
every single hour, along
with exciting assured gifts
on select products making
every purchase more
rewarding.

Versuni’s purpose is
turning houses into homes.
As a house of home appli-
ances brands, Versuni mar-
kets: Philips, Philips Baris-
tina, Philips Walita, Pre-
ethi, Senseo, L’OR Barista,
Saeco, and Gaggia. With
more than 900 patents to its
name, Versuni’s portfolio
spans coffee and kitchen
appliances, garment care,
climate care, and floor care.
Philips, Saeco and Gaggia
products are sold under
trademark license from
Koninklijke Philips N.V.
Products under the Philips
brand include the Airfryer,
Espresso Machine with
LatteGo, Handheld Steam-
er, Air Purifier and Aqua-
Trio Cordless Vacuum.
Versuni is headquartered
in Amsterdam, the Neth-
erlands, with innovation,
manufacturing, and com-
mercial centers across the
globe and a footprint in
over 100 countries. (PR)

SSP Baramulla Holds Public Meeting
at Dariyan Dhoke Cluster

AGENCIES

BARAMULLA: In line
with the community part-
nership initiative, Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Baramulla on
Monday convened a public
meeting with residents of
the Dariyan Dhoke cluster
to deliberate on civic and
security-related issues.
The interaction wit-
nessed active participation

from locals who candidly
raised their concerns rang-
ing from basic civic ameni-
ties to community safety.
The residents also put forth
constructive suggestions
aimed at strengthening coor-
dination between the police
and civil administration.
While assuring timely
redressal of genuine griev-
ances, the SSP highlighted
the importance of mutual
cooperation in preserving

peace, maintaining secu-
rity, and boosting tourism
in the Gulmarg region. He
reiterated that J&K Police
remain committed to fos-
tering responsive and peo-
ple-friendly policing.

Locals, on the occasion,
expressed gratitude for
the outreach and appreci-
ated the efforts of police in
building a progressive and
secure environment in the
area.(KNS)
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Sakeena Itoo addresses 10th National Ayurveda Day celebrations

Calls for launching holistic pubhc awareness campalgns on beneﬂts of Ayurvedic med|cmes

-_—

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and Edu-
cation, Sakeena Itoo Tuesday
virtually addressed the 10th
National Ayurveda Day celebra-
tions organised by Directorate
of Ayush, J&K at Convention
Centre, Jammu.

Divisional Commissioner
Jammu, Ramesh Kumar; Sec-
retary Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed
Shah; Director Ayush, J&K, Dr.
Suresh Kumar Sharma; Director
Health Services, Jammu, Direc-
tor Family Welfare J&K, MD
JKMSCL, former Directors of
Ayush, Healthcare professionals
and other officers also attended
the event, either in person or
through video conferencing.

Addressing the gathering,
the Minister underlined the sig-
nificance of Ayurveda as one
of the oldest and most effective
systems of holistic healthcare.
“Ayurveda embodies India’s cul-
tural wisdom, offering a lifestyle
and healthcare model deeply
connected to nature. The theme
‘Ayurveda for People and Planet’
reminds us that the health of
individuals and the health of the
environment are inseparable. It
is our responsibility to preserve
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this knowledge and make 1t
accessible to every household.
Minister Sakeena said.

The Minister called upon all
the participants to carry out a
dedicated awareness campaign
on the benefits of Ayurveda so
that people take due benefits
from it.

“These celebrations will be
fruitful only when the message
of benefits of Ayurveda reach
to common masses in every
district, in every panchayat and
every area of Jammu and Kash-
mir”, the Minister said.

The Health Minister further
said that there is not much
awareness about Ayurvedic
medicines, highlighting that
people should be made aware
that Ayurvedic medicines have
less side affect as compared to
general medicines.

Minister Sakeena also high-
lighted various initiatives of the
government in health sector,
adding that the Omar Abdullah
led government is determined
to take advanced medical care
facilities to far flung and rural
areas of Jammu and Kashmir.
She called upon all the partici-
pants that every effort should
be made so that the people can
take due advantage of these ini-
tiatives which is the main pur-
pose of this government.
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She further lauded the Direc-
torate of Ayush, J&K for its con-
tinuous efforts in expanding
Ayush healthcare services, pro-
moting awareness, and bringing
traditional systems closer to the
youth through education and
outreach. She stressed on fur-
ther public outreach programs,
capacity building and extension
of facilities in each nook and
corner of J&K, so that Ayush
becomes a household name.

Divisional Commissioner
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Jammu, Ramesh Kumar in
his address lauded the role of
Ayush in life style disorders.
He stressed on the need to focus
on strength areas of Ayush like
Non Communicable diseases.
Secretary Health, Dr. Syed
Abid Rasheed in his virtual
address, Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed
Shah, said that Ayurveda is a
science of life that goes beyond
curative medicine by address-
ing prevention, lifestyle man-
agement, and wellness and its

integrative approach is essen-
tial in combating the modern
epidemic of lifestyle disorders.
He stressed on Research and
Development, Scientific Valida-
tion, Standardization and mass
public awareness so that Ayush
becomes the most acceptable
system all over the globe.

In his key note address, Direc-
tor Ayush, Dr. Suresh Kumar
Sharma highlighted the grow-
ing importance of Ayurveda in
today’s healthcare landscape. He

said, “Ayurveda not only aims to
cure diseases but also to main-
tain harmony within the body
and with nature. The theme for
this year reflects the need for
sustainable health practices
that benefit both people and the
planet. The Directorate of Ayush,
J&K is committed to providing
quality Ayush healthcare ser-
vices across the Union Territory
and to integrate Ayurveda-based
preventive and promotive health
measures into the mainstream”.

He also elaborated on the
achievements of the depart-
ment, including the operation-
alization of Ayush Health &
Wellness Centres, promotion of
herbal awareness campaigns,
and expanding access to tradi-
tional healthcare in rural and
urban areas alike.

The mega event witnessed
the enthusiastic participation
of nearly 700 medical profes-
sionals, paramedical staff,
students, and members of the
general public. The celebra-
tion was enriched with cultural
programmes reflecting India’s
Ayurvedic heritage, as well as
inspiring lectures by renowned
Ayurvedic physicians on sub-
jects like immunity building,
lifestyle disorders, mental well-
ness, and the ecological signifi-
cance of Ayurveda.

On the sidelines of the
function, 15 thematic stalls
were installed, showcasing
Ayurvedic methodologies,
Panchakarma therapies, Unani
regimental therapies, medici-
nal plants, and yoga asanas.
These stalls attracted large
crowds and provided hands-on
knowledge and demonstrations,
creating awareness among the
participants about the practical
applications of Ayush systems
in daily life.

Slump in business, Shikara Owners
switch to other jobs for survival

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: The famous
Shikaras of Dal Lake also
referred to as the “floating
taxis of Kashmir,” now lie
idle, their vibrant canopies
fading under the sun.

With tourists vanishing
after the April 22 Pahalgam
attack, the men who rowed
them for generations are
being pushed to desperate
choices.

Wali Mohammad, Presi-
dent of the Shikara Asso-
ciation Kashmir, said that
many owners have been
forced to abandon the lake.

“Shikaras have been our
identity, our lifeline. Today,
the same boats float empty.
Many owners are now run-
ning small shops, pushing
carts, or doing gig work
because they too have to
feed their families,” he
said.

He added that the crisis
has shaken the pride of the
community.

“My father and his
father before him rowed
Shikaras in Dal. Never did
I imagine I would have to
think of selling vegetables
to survive. But when chil-
dren ask for school fees,
you can’t keep telling
them to wait,” said one of

the Shikara owners, who
switched his work, his face
pale and eyes moist.
Ghulam Rasool, anoth-
er shikara owner, said he
hasn’t had a single pas-
senger for weeks. “Before,
one ride could bring in Rs
500-700. Now, there is noth-
ing. I borrowed money to
repair my shikara last
year. Today, that repair
feels like a curse.”
Moreover, local vendors
around Dal said their live-
lihoods are also hit hard.
“Tourists mean rides and
rides mean buyers. When
there are no shikaras

moving, even a handi-
crafts stall feels like a ghost
shop,” said a seller near
Nehru Park.

Meanwhile, the Associa-
tion estimates that out of
thousands of shikaras that
once ferried tourists across
Dal and Nigeen, barely a
fraction operate today. The
rest are tied to the banks,
gathering dust and algae.

“We are not asking for
luxuries,” the president,
Wali Mohammad, told
KNO, echoing the pain of
houseboat owners. “We
just want our children in
schools and food on the

table. Right now, even that
feels like rowing against a
storm,” he said.

It is worth mentioning,
shikaras—wooden boats
mainly found in Srinagar's
Dal Lake and other water
bodies in the Valley—tradi-
tionally serve multiple func-
tions: passenger transport,
floating markets, ferrying
goods and tourist rides.
Since the April 22 Pahalgam
attack, the shikaras of Dal
Lake and Nigeen remain
idle, waiting for passengers
just as their owners wait for
the revenue they once gen-
erated—(KNO)

CS inaugurates Mega Health Camp
at Ganderbal under SewaParv

Reviews ongoing works at District Hospital, inspects Yatri Niwas at Kheerbhawani

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Chief Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo, Tues-
day inaugurated a Mega
Health Camp at District
Hospital Ganderbal under
the Sewa Parv programme
and Swasth Naari Sashakt
Parivaar Abhiyaan.

The camp was inau-
gurated in the presence
of Secretary, Health &
Medical Education, Dr.
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah;
Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment Department (RDD),
Aijaz Asad; Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir,
Anshul Garg; Deputy
Commissioner Ganderbal,
Jatin Kishore along with
other officers from district
administration.

As part of the Abhiyaan,
a wide range of healthcare
services were made avail-
able to the public. Senior
citizens above 70 years of
age were issued Golden
Health Cards under the
Ayushman Bharat scheme,
enabling them to access
free and quality healthcare
services.

The camp also featured
Non-Communicable Dis-
ease (NCD) screenings,

general medical check-ups,
Tuberculosis (TB) screen-
ings, and mental health
stalls, benefiting large sec-
tions of the community.
On the occasion, the
Chief Secretary also
reviewed several ongo-
ing health infrastructure
projects in the district,
including the 50-bed Criti-
cal Care Block and the
District Integrated Public
Health Care Lab, a state-of-
the-art facility along with
block-level laboratories

which will function on a
hub and spoke model. He
also inspected the Mortu-
ary Building, Administra-
tive Building and Public
Canteen being constructed
under UT Capex Scheme.

Later, the Chief Secre-
tary visited the Kheer Bha-
wani Temple at Tulmulla
to review the ongoing Yatri
Niwas project.

He inspected the prog-
ress of the work and
received a detailed brief-
ing on timelines for the

remaining components.
Secretary, RDD, Aijaz
Asad, apprised him of the
current status and pace of
execution.

Emphasizing the signif-
icance of the project, the
Chief Secretary stressed
the importance of adher-
ing to approved timelines
and maintaining high-
quality standards. He
directed the executing
agencies to expedite the
pace of work to ensure
timely completion.

Sewa Parv 2025

Horticulture Deptt Anantnag holds
awareness, CBP, Machinery Show

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: As part of
the ongoing Sewa Parv 2025
celebrations, Horticulture
department, Anantnag
Tuesday organised an
awareness-cum-capacity
building programme (CBP)
and Machinery Show at
Kokernag.

The programme aimed
to educate orchardists to
adopt modern and scien-
tific horticulture practices
to enhance productivity,
improve fruit quality, and
maintain orchard health
throughout the seasons.

Experts from the depart-
ment provided detailed
demonstrations and prac-
tical advice to farmers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, SDM Kokernag,
Prince Kumar, who was the
chief guest, said that Sewa
Parv provides an impor-
tant platform for farmers
and common people to
directly engage with gov-
ernment officers, share
their concerns, and receive
first-hand knowledge
about welfare schemes.

Subject Matter Special-

ist, Horticulture Devel-
opment Anantnag high-
lighted the department’s
flagship schemes and their
benefits, urging orchard-
ists to avail the facilities
under various government
programmes.

Earlier, HDO Kokernag
gave a detailed overview
of the achievements and
ongoing initiatives of Hor-

tlculture Zone Kokernag.

During the event,
orchardists actively
interacted with officials,
shared their challenges,
and received responses
from the experts. Later,
SDM Kokernag distributed
farm machinery among eli-
gible beneficiaries of zone
Kokernag in the presence
of other officers.

Apex Court dismisses petition

seeking age-relaxation in jobs for
displaced KPs

SAJID RAINA

i SRINAGAR: The Supreme
i Court on Tuesday dis-
. missed a petition seeking
. age-relaxation benefits
i in Central Government
i recruitment for displaced
 Kashmiri Pandits.

The plea, filed by Panun

{ Kashmir Trust under Arti-
i cle 32 of the Constitution,
i asked for parity in age-
i relaxation for Group C and
i Dposts, similar to what has
. been extended to victims of
© the 1984 anti-Sikh riots and
| the 2002 Gujarat riots.

A bench of Justice

© Vikram Nath and Justice
{ Sandeep Mehta heard the
i matter and dismissed the
. petition at the initial stage.
: The Court observed that
decisions regarding age-
. relaxation and related bene-
+ fitsfall within the domain of
policy-making and are not to
i be determined through con-
i stitutional writ jurisdiction.

At the beginning of the

| hearing, Justice Nath asked
i whether such an issue could
. be adjudicated under Arti-
i cle 32 and questioned if it

+CM

was appropriate for the judi-
ciary to intervene in a policy
matter of this kind.

Appearing for the peti-
tioners, Advocate-on-Record
Sudarshan Rajan sought to
argue that the exclusion of
Kashmiri Pandits from such
provisions amounted to dis-
crimination.

The petition claimed that
displaced Kashmiri Hindus,
who were forced to leave their
homes during the unrest in
the valley during the late 1980s
and early 1990s, continue to
face disadvantage in access-
ing government jobs due to the
lack of special consideration in
recruitment rules.

The petition also raised
the issue of what it called
“hostile discrimination”
against Kashmiri Pandits,

K&

stating that while other riot-
affected communities have
been granted concessions,
similar treatment has not
been extended to this group.

It argued that the victims
of the Kashmir violence
fall within the same class
as those affected by other
communal disturbances for
whom age-relaxation poli-
cies have been framed.

The Supreme Court,
however, did not accept this
line of reasoning, stating
that it was not the proper
forum to seek such relief.
The bench made it clear
that such requests involve
executive decisions that are
within the scope of govern-
ment policy and must be
taken up with the appropri-
ate authorities—(KNO)

Srinagar to host 2nd edition

Kashmir Marathon on Nov 2

Winners to get prizes up to
Rs 3 Crore, registration open

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The second

i edition of Kashmir Mara-
i thon-2025, a flagship sport-
. ing event, is all set to be
© held on November 2 in Sri-
i nagar with the authorities
i keeping the registration
. open for the event.

According to the details

available, Kashmir mara-
. thon, the event is sched-
i uled to be held on 2nd
i November, 2025 while the
i winners will get the prizes
. are up to Rs 3 crore.

“Join the Kashmir Mar-

{ athon 2025 on 2nd Novem-
. ber in Srinagar. With
. prizes up to Rs 3 Crore, this
is your chance to shine on
i the global stage. Register
© today,” Kashmir Marathon
| postreads on X.

Earlier this month,

Chief Minister Omar
: Abdullah chaired a meet-
ing to review preparations
+ for the upcoming Kashmir
 Marathon-2025, a flagship
. sporting event aimed at
| promoting sports, fitness,
i tourism, and Kashmir’s
. vibrant culture.

The Chief Minister

emphasised that the mara-
thon must go beyond being
a sporting event to become
a holistic cultural and
tourism experience.

The Director of Tour-
ism, Kashmir, made a
detailed presentation on
the preparations and pro-
posed plan of activities for
the marathon.

He had directed officials
to tie up with hotels, res-
taurants, and local busi-
nesses to provide special
packages for participants
and visitors, allowing them
to explore Kashmir’s hos-
pitality, cuisine, and heri-
tage during their stay.

He had also suggested
introducing 10 km and 5
km runs for local partici-
pants in addition to the full
and half marathons, there-
by expanding community
engagement and encour-
aging youth participation.
Stressing the importance
of sustainability, he called
for efforts to secure a title
sponsor for the mega event
to ensure financial viabil-
ity and greater brand vis-
ibility—(KNO)
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EDITORIAL

Freebies Alone Cannot

Be Governance

he government may

pat itself on the back

for offering free bus

rides to women, but to

assume that such token
measures amount to fulfilling an
election manifesto is nothing short
of living in a fool's paradise. Gover-
nance is not about distributing a few
sops to earn applause, it is about
lifting the standard of living for the
common citizen.

In a democratic setup, people do
not entrust their representatives
with power for cosmetic schemes
alone. They expect a roadmap for
employment generation, quality
healthcare, functional education,
efficient infrastructure, and an envi-
ronment where every citizen feels
secure and dignified. A bus ride may
ease travel for a section of the pop-
ulation, but it cannot substitute for
jobs, affordable food, stable elec-
tricity, clean water, and a corruption-
free administration.

True leadership is tested not in
rolling out half-hearted populist
measures but in long-term planning
and delivery. The time has come
for those in power to stop hiding
behind freebies and start address-
ing the deeper socio-economic con-
cerns of the people. Anything short
of that is not governance, but escap-
ism dressed as policy.
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A Festival Of Savings And A
Testament To Modi’s Vision

SHEIKH IMTIYAZ

rime Minister Narendra

Modi has once again shown

his ability to connect policy

with people’s lives in the most

meaningful way. In a heartfelt
letter to every citizen on 22 September,
he invited the nation to celebrate the
“GST Bachat Utsav” this festive season.
His message was simple yet powerful:
“Lower GST rates mean more savings
for every household and greater ease
for businesses.”

This announcement is more than just
a tax reform—it is a vision of economic
empowerment for ordinary Indians. The
Prime Minister’s emphasis on “Bachat,”
or savings, reflects his deep understand-
ing that prosperity begins at home. By
lowering GST rates and rationalising
slabs, the government has created an
environment where every family can
enjoy more purchasing power and every
business can thrive with reduced com-
pliance burdens.

The reforms themselves are sweep-
ing and people-centric. By simplifying
the GST structure to fewer slabs, and
aligning essential commodities with
lower rates, the government has made
sure that the benefits directly reach the
common man. Whether it is household
goods, insurance, transport, textiles, or
healthcare—almost every sector has
something to gain. The vision is clear:
savings in the hands of consumers,
renewed demand for businesses, and a
stronger, self-reliant economy.

What makes this initiative stand
out is its timing. Festivals in India are
moments of togetherness, joy, and
spending. By launching the GST Bachat
Utsav on the eve of Navratri and the
festive season, the Prime Minister has
beautifully merged cultural sentiment
with economic foresight. Families will
find themselves spending with confi-
dence, and shopkeepers will witness a
boost in sales. It is a true win-win.

Critics may argue about the fiscal
impact or question how quickly retail-
ers will pass on benefits, but the larger
picture cannot be missed. Thisisnot just
about numbers on a balance sheet—it is
about trust in governance. For years,
indirect taxes were seen as a burden;
today, under Modi’s leadership, they are
being transformed into an instrument
of relief. The GST reform is no longer
a technical exercise; it has been turned
into a people’s festival.

It also aligns with the Prime Min-
ister’s broader call to support “Made
in India” products. By encouraging
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consumers to buy local during the
GST Bachat Utsav, Modi has tied tax
reforms to national self-reliance and
job creation. Every rupee saved, every
Indian product bought, strengthens not
just households but also India’s manu-
facturing base.

The symbolism is powerful. In Modi’s
vision, governance is not a distant exer-
cise carried out in Delhi—it is some-
thing that touches every citizen’s life,

from a homemaker budgeting for Diwali
to a small trader selling goods in a vil-
lage bazaar. The GST Bachat Utsav is
a reflection of that philosophy: gov-
ernance as celebration, economics as
empowerment.

In the days to come, as prices soften
and savings become visible, the wisdom
of this move will speak for itself. For now,
the message is clear—India is entering
the festive season with more confidence,

more resources in households, and a
stronger sense of national pride.

Prime Minister Modi has not merely
announced a tax reform; he has gifted
the nation a festival of savings. And in
doing so, he has once again proven why
his vision resonates so deeply with the
people of India.

The author can be mailed at imti-
yazll@gmail.com

Greed Over Nature: The Escalating
Environmental Crisis

ADV. AQIB UL AHAD WANI

nvironmental

crimes in India have

crossed the line

from negligence

to an organised
attack on survival itself. Illegal
mining, poaching, industrial
pollution, and garbage dump-
ing are no longer isolated inci-
dents; they are part of a larger
menace that is undermining
the natural basis of life. The
United Nations classifies envi-
ronmental crimes as the fourth
most serious form of organised
crime worldwide, with India
being one of the worst hit due
to its delicate ecosystems.

The magnitude of the issue
is astonishing. Environmen-
tal violations increased by
roughly 790% in 2017 compared

the punishments are still too
light in comparison to the vast
profits businesses and mafias
make from environmental
destruction.

Despite the solid framework,
enforcement is spotty.Diluted
EIA standards, low coastal and
riverbed mining rules, and alack
of accountability among local
officials in Jammu and Kashmir
exacerbate the problem.Sand
mafia operations in Kashmir,
despite regular seizures and
crackdowns, continue unabated
due to political patronage and
a lack of effective deterrents.
Environmental crimes are not
just against the environment;
they are also against humanity.
Gandhi once stated, “The Earth
provides enough to satisfy every
man’s need, but not every man’s
greed.”India, and particularly

to 2016. This surge is due to
both increased infractions and
improved reporting procedures.
However, statistics scarcely
depict the devastation: decreas-
ing rivers, disappearing forests,
degraded wetlands, and species
on the verge of extinction. Scien-
tists warn that rainforests may
vanish within 80 years, coral
reefs are dying at alarming
rates, and fisheries may fail by
2050.Biologists refer to human-
ity as being on the verge of a
sixth major extinction.

Unlike conventional crimes,
environmental offences are cal-
culated, systemic, and profit-
driven. From the ivory trade
to unregulated fishing and
hazardous waste dumping, the
motive is material gain. But
the losses are immeasurable—

clean air, fresh water, fertile
soil, and the delicate ecological
balance that sustains life itself.

India’s legislative system
includes strict safeguards
such as the Wildlife Protection
Act of 1972, the Water Act of
1974, the Air Act of 1981, the
Environment Protection Act of
1986, and the National Green
Tribunal Act of 2010.The Con-
stitution enshrines environ-
mental protection in Articles
48-A and 51-A(g), while Article
21 protects the right to a clean
and healthy environment.Judi-
cial activism has strengthened
these safeguards, ranging from
the Ratlam Municipality case,
which mandated sanitation, to
the Shriram Gas Leak verdict,
which established absolute
culpability, and restrictions
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on enterprises that pollute the
Ganga.

Jammu and Kashmir’s
delicate Himalayan ecosys-
tem presents distinct environ-
mental challenges.Deforesta-
tion, illicit sand mining from
the Jhelum and Sindh rivers,
the expansion of brick Kkilns,
encroachment on wetlands like
Hokersar, and contamination
of Dal and Wular lakes are all
severe environmental crimes.

Hydropower developments
and unregulated construction
exacerbate the region’s envi-
ronmental challenges.The J&K
High Court and the National
Green Tribunal have regularly
interfered, ordering the closure
of polluting brick kilns, super-
vising waste management
during the Amarnath Yatra,

and overseeing the rehabilita-
tion of Dal Lake.However, inef-
fective enforcement and politi-
cal concessions sometimes
undermine the effectiveness
of these judicial directives.
The Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, 2023 (BNS) incorporates
offences formerly dealt with
under the IPC into the new
code.Public nuisance is covered
by BNS Section 265, pollution
of water and making the atmo-
sphere noxious by Sections 277
and 278 (read with Section 272 for
adulteration of water and food),
negligent handling of poisonous
substances by Section 279, and
mischief causing damage to the
environment or public property
by Sections 324-326.Prison, fines,
and reparations are all possible
punishments. However, in fact,
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ecologically fragile regions such
as Jammu and Kashmir, must
strictly enforce environmental
laws, strengthen corporate and
individual liability for ecological
destruction, encourage commu-
nity participation in monitoring
wetlands, forests, and rivers, and
treat environmental security as
equal to national security.

The climate disaster Is not
a distant threat; it is a current
emergency. Unless India makes
environmental crime a nation-
al priority, the harm will be
irreparable, not only for nature
but for human life as well.

(The author is an advocate
practising at Jammu Kashmir
and Ladakh High Court. He
can be mailed at advocatea-
quib08@gmail.com)
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TAZIMA KHURSHEED

ashmir is a land where

history breathes through

misty valleys, where the

shadows of snow-laden

mountains carry whis-
pers of centuries, and where mirror-
like rivers and chinars hum ancient
secrets. Its ruins stand as symbols of
resilience, while its natural beauty
remains a symphony of mountains
and rivers that continue to inspire
serenity. Known for hospitality,
empathy, and nobility of conduct,
Kashmir has always been more than
alandscape, it has been a cultural and
spiritual heartland.

While the last few centuries have
been marked by conflict and turmoil,
the valley has also produced some of
the finest luminaries in human histo-
ry, poets, saints, scholars, and mystics
who left indelible imprints on genera-
tions. Kashmir’s real essence lies in
its culture, traditions, and literary
heritage, particularly the flourishing
of Sufi thought and poetry.

From Ancient Seat of Learning
to Sufi Heartland

Before the advent of Islam, Kash-
mir was a rich seat of Shaivite and
Buddhist philosophy. With the arrival
of Islam in the 13th century, the valley
became a vibrant centre of Sufism.
The first Muslim missionary to Kash-
mir, Syed Sharfuddin Abdur Rehman
Suharwardi (Bulbul Shah) of the
Suharwardiyya order, played a pivotal
role in spreading Islam. He is cred-
ited with guiding the Ladakhi prince
Rinchan, who converted to Islam and
became Sultan Sadruddin, the first
Muslim ruler of Kashmir.

Later, the arrival of Mir Syed Ali
Hamdani (Shah-i-Hamdan) of the
Kubrawi order profoundly shaped
Kashmiri culture. Accompanied by
700 disciples, Shah-i-Hamdan not only
introduced Islamic teachings but also
enriched the valley with knowledge,
crafts, sciences, and the concept of
khanqgahs (spiritual centres). His
influence laid the foundations of
what later came to be celebrated as
Kashmiriyat—a culture of tolerance,
spirituality, and brotherhood.

Soon, an indigenous spiritual
movement took root with the Reshi
order, founded by Sheikh Noor-ud-Din
Noorani (Nund Rishi). Unlike many
orthodox traditions, the Reshi order
drew followers from both Hindus and

Muslims, creating a unique spiritual
bond across communities. This fusion
of Sufi mysticism and local sensibili-
ties gave Kashmir its distinct religious
and cultural character.

Poetry as the Soul of Kashmir

Kashmir has always been a land
where poetic and philosophical sen-
sibilities thrive. Poetry became not
only a vehicle of expression but also
a medium of resistance, love, spiri-
tuality, and hope. As Allama Igbal
observed, “Nations are born in the
hearts of poets.” His own verses
beautifully captured the essence of
the valley where “poetry and prayer
are not separated.”

The earliest voices such as Lal
Ded (Lalleshwari), a mystic poetess,
and Nund Rishi shaped the spiritual
imagination of Kashmir. Their verses,
filled with metaphors, paradoxes, and
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imagery, remain etched in Kashmiri
memory. Later generations of poets
carried this legacy forward—Soch
Kral, Nyam Saeb, Shamas Faqir,
Habba Khatoon, Rasul Mir, Mah-
mood Gami, Wahab Khar, Samad
Mir, Dinanath Nadim, Mahjoor, Amin
Kamil, Tahir Gani, and many others.
Each of them expressed themes of
divine love, human longing, resis-
tance, and the natural beauty of the
valley.

Kashmiri Sufi poetry has a unique
cadence, musical, spiritual, and inti-
mate. It blurs the line between divine
love and human passion, using the
mother tongue not just as a tool of
communication but as an act of devo-
tion. Its metaphors often draw from
nature: the Jhelum’s flow, the rustling
of chinar leaves, the sighs of rivers,
and the quiet of mountains.
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Literary Gatherings and Oral
Traditions

The valley’s literary culture is not
limited to texts but thrives in oral
traditions and gatherings. The ambi-
ence of mehfils, filled with the scent
of kehwa and nun chai, accompanied
by the soulful strumming of the san-
toor, gave Kashmiri poetry its living
spirit. These intimate gatherings of
poets, mystics, and seekers embodied
remembrance (zikr) and communion.

Through centuries, Kashmiri poets
carried the weight of their people’s
joys and sorrows. They wrote not for
material gain but for spiritual truth.
Their verses captured the deepest
rhythms of pain, longing, and hope,
echoing the struggles and resilience
of the Kashmiri people.

The Enduring Legacy

Today, Kashmir continues to raise

Sufis And Poets

tic beauty but because, as one poet
wrote, “pain needs rhythm when no
one is listening.” Its Sufi traditions
and poetic heritage remain central
to its cultural identity, reminding us
that even amidst turmoil, the valley
has been, and still is, a place where
poetry softens the soul, spirituality
guides the heart, and humanity finds
its highest expression.

Kashmir’s literary and Sufi culture,
rooted in centuries of shared wisdom,
remains an enduring symbol of peace,
resilience, and harmony, a testimony
to the valley’s unique place in the his-
tory of human civilisation.

Author is a master's student at
Aligarh Muslim University. She can
be mailed at tazimakhursheed5988@

gmail.com

DR. ROHIT BANSIL

rain tumors often bring a

gloomy picture to mind.

The term “tumor” refers

to any abnormal lesion in

the brain. It can be benign,
meaning it does not spread and usu-
ally does not affect life expectancy, or
malignant, meaning it can spread and
has a tendency to recur.

Even benign brain tumors may
require surgery due to their loca-
tion, as they can compress vital brain
structures, leading to symptoms.

Malignant brain tumors can pres-
ent with a variety of symptoms. The
most common malignant tumors
are those that spread from cancers
in other parts of the body. These
can also originate primarily from
brain tissue, commonly referred to
as “gliomas.” Gliomas are classified
into four grades (1 to 4), with grades
1 and 2 generally having favourable
outcomes, while grades 3 and 4 are
associated with poorer prognosis.

A tumor can be labelled benign or
malignant only after a biopsy is per-
formed, and even grading of tumors
requires a surgical biopsy. Often,
the biopsy is performed at the same
time as tumor removal, accomplish-
ing both diagnosis and treatment in
a single procedure.

Symptoms of a brain tumor may
include headache, vomiting, weak-
ness in the limbs, speech abnormali-
ties, seizures, vision problems, and
behavioural changes. Hormonal
disturbances can also indicate an
underlying brain tumor. The diag-
nosis and treatment of brain tumors
have improved significantly over the

Understanding Brain Tumors
Early Diagnosis And Advanced Treatment Options Improve Outcomes
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years, with the current aim focus-
ing not only on accurate diagnosis
but also on enhancing the patient’s
quality of life.

Technological advancements have
significantly improved the safety of
patients undergoing brain tumor
surgery. Advanced MRI scans enable
precise pre-operative assessment of
tumors, aiding in better prognostica-
tion. Neuronavigation has emerged as
a vital tool, providing real-time visu-
alization of surgical instruments on
MRI images, which allows for safer
and more effective tumor removal.
Intraoperative nerve monitoring fur-
ther helps prevent injury to critical
cranial nerves.

The life expectancy and quality
of life of brain tumor patients have
improved significantly. Malignant
tumors often require adjuvant
therapies such as radiation and
chemotherapy to prevent recur-
rence. Modern chemotherapy drugs
and advanced radiation techniques
have enhanced outcomes while
minimizing side effects. A holis-
tic, multidisciplinary approach
ensures the best results, even in
high-grade tumors.

Newer technologies, including
intraoperative MRI, improve the
extent of tumor resection, thereby
increasing the chances of cure.
Gamma Knife radiosurgery is anoth-
er effective modality, often used as a
primary treatment option for small
tumors.

At present, there is a lack of aware-
ness about brain tumors among the
general population. Discussions on
treatment options and surgical safety
in public forums are essential to
ensure that patients who need early
intervention can access effective
care. Early diagnosis remains a criti-
cal factor in determining overall out-
comes and improving quality of life.

Author is Director Neurosurgery

& Neuro Spine, BLK-Max Super
Speciality Hospital, Delhi. He can be
mailed at mridul.cnpr@gmail.com
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Dy. CM Conducts Extensive Tour Of
Srinagar, Ganderbal Districts

Reviews Progress Of Works On Vital Road Projects, Bridges

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choudhary
along-with Advisor to Chief
Minister, Nasir Aslam Wani,
Tuesday conducted an exten-
sive tour to inspect the devel-
opment works related to roads
and bridges in Srinagar and
Ganderbal districts

During the tour, the Deputy
CM visited Nehru Park to
review the preparedness
regarding widening of Boule-
vard road from Nehru Park to
Kralsangri.

Interacting with the officers
of executing agency, the Deputy
CM said that this significant
project will substantially aug-
ment road connectivity and
ensure long-term public conve-

nience. He further said that it
will also provide a major boost
to connectivity and economic
activity for the residents of Sri-
nagar.

While visiting Ganderbal,
the Deputy CM assessed the
progress on Hospital Road and
Gozhama Bridge.

He inspected the works relat-
ed to road from Bus Stand to Dis-
trict Hospital approved under
NABARD for the cost of Rs. 7.51
crore. He directed the XEN to
ensure early execution of the
work so that hassle free connec-
tivity is given to the hospital.

On his inspection of Gozhama
bridge at Shilwat Ganderbal, the
Deputy CM was informed that
this bridge is double lane with
208 mtr span and the department
has submitted the DPR for 44.25

crore for administrative approv-
al. He was also informed that the
project consists of main bridge
and approach roads, with main
bridge approved at a cost of of
Rs 12.77 Crs and approach road
for 5.74 Cr.

The Deputy Chief Minister
directed the officers to ensure
that any process related to for-
malities of project is expedited
so that the project can be com-
pleted at an earliest.

Later, the Deputy CM also
inspected the ongoing construc-
tion works at Noor Jahan Bridge
at Qamarwari.

During the inspection, the
Deputy CM was informed that on
completion, this 127-metre span
bridge will serve as a vital alter-
nate link across the river Jhelum,
significantly decongesting traffic on

NEWS

Srinagar’s busy routes and easing
the movement between Noorbagh,
Qamarwari, Khanyar, Nallahmar
Road, and adjoining areas.

Interacting with the officers
of executing agency, the Deputy
CM emphasized on timely com-
pletion of this important project
without further delay, adding that
the government is determined to
ensure time-bound completion of
all critical infrastructure works
across J&K.

The Deputy CM reiterated the
Government’s commitment to
ensure time-bound completion of
all vital infrastructure projects
in Jammu & Kashmir. He direct-
ed the concerned authorities to
closely monitor the finishing
works and ensure that the bridge
is dedicated to the public within
the announced timeline.
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Maharaja Hari Singh's 130Th
Birthday Celebrated In Jammu

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Streets in Jammu came alive
with fervor and unity on Tuesday as thou-
sands gathered to honor the 130th birth
anniversary of Maharaja Hari Singh, the
last Dogra ruler of the erstwhile princely
state of Jammu and Kashmir.

The day, observed as a public holiday
across the Union Territory, saw proces-
sions, rallies, and tributes that under-
scored the enduring legacy of the vision-
ary leader known for his progressive
reforms and commitment to justice.

The celebrations kicked off early
with a massive rally organized by
the Yuva Rajput Sabha (YRS), which
snaked through the heart of Jammu
city, drawing participants from diverse
communities chanting slogans in
praise of the Maharaja.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
led the official tributes, posting on X.
“Tributes to Maharaja Hari Singh Ji
on his Janm-Jayanti. A statesman of
excellence & harbinger of change,
he introduced landmark reforms to

ensure welfare of common man. His
legacy of inclusive governance, pro-
gressive vision & contributions to
motherland continues to inspire us.”

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh
also joined commemorative events,
attending gatherings alongside senior
BJP leaders. Family members and
political figures added personal touch-
es to the day's observances.

Vikramaditya Singh, grandson of
the Maharaja and former Member of
the Jammu & Kashmir Legislative
Council, shared on X: "Respectful
homage to my grandfather Maharaja
Hari Singh of Jammu & Kashmir on
130th birth anniversary!"

Members of the Shri Amar Kshatri-
ya(Rajput) Sabha gathered at Maharaja
Hari Singh Park near Jogi Gate, where
floral tributes were laid at the statue,
accompanied by speeches, highlighting
his role as a social reformer who cham-
pioned education, women's rights, and
welfare for the underprivileged.

"His motto, 'Justice is my Religion,'
remains our guiding light,” said one

attendee, echoing sentiments shared
widely on social media.

DP Youth President Aditya Gupta,
however, used the occasion to critique
the 2019 abrogation of Article 370, argu-
ing it undermined the State Subject laws
introduced by Hari Singh to protect local
identities, calling the celebrations "hypoc-
risy" without restoring those safeguards.

Social media buzzed with heartfelt
posts, from videos of rallies to reflective
messages on the Maharaja's integration
of Jammu and Kashmir with India via
the 1947 Instrument of Accession.

One user captured the spirit:
"Every caste, every Dogra, every
corner of Jammu stood united... This
is the power of Dogra legacy — unity
above caste, faith & politics."

Born on September 23, 1895, to
Maharaja Amar Singh, Hari Singh
ruled from 1925 until the monarchy's
end in 1952. His reign modernized the
state through reforms like compulsory
primary education and anti-untouch-
ability laws, leaving an indelible mark
on Dogra heritage—(KNO)

FROM THE FRONT PAGE................

Cabinet Recommends

are expected to dominate proceedings in
the House.

In the last Assembly session, three reso-
lutions on statehood lapsed due to disrup-
tions caused by the National Conference,
following the rejection of an adjournment
motion brought by its legislators on the
Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

The issue of reservation also surfaced
repeatedly during discussions in the House
in the last session.

The detention of APP MLA Mehraj Malik
and the hindrances in the movement of fruit
trucks on the Srinagar-Jammu highway are
also expected to come up for discussion—
(KNO)

Youth, Startu

Global Innovation Pndex was 91st, and
today it has reached 38th. The Home Min-
ister expressed confidence that within the
next three years, India will rank among the
top ten countries in the Global Innovation
Index and, in the coming years, will lead

<= global innovation.

Shah said that Prime Minister Modi,
through the New Education Policy, has cre-
ated a vertical for research and study on the
Indian Knowledge System, opening this trea-
sure trove for India’s youth. By leveraging
this knowledge, young Indians can conduct
world-class research.

The Union Home Minister said thatin the 11
years of the PM Modi led government, signifi-
cant transformations have been witnessed in
the country, with efforts made in every sector
to expand the startup ecosystem.

The credit for this expansion goes to the eco-
system created by Prime Minister Modi, as well
as to students and youth. He highlighted that
the number of startups has grown from 500
in 2014 to 1.92 lakh today, a 380-fold increase.
Similarly, the number of unicorn startups
has risen from just 4 in 2014 to over 120 today,
with a total valuation exceeding $350 billion.
Shri Shah emphasized that this demonstrates
how, by leveraging the ecosystem created by
Prime Minister Modi, talent can be harnessed
to create unicorn startups. He urged industry
stakeholders to collaborate with startups to
expand in every dimension.

Amit Shah said that India currently has
21,000 startups in the IT sector and 17,000
in healthcare. Moreover, there are 11,000
startups each in agriculture, the service
sector, and education. He added that start-
ups have expanded their reach to 770 dis-
tricts in India, showcasing the strength of
India’s startup ecosystem. Furthermore,
48% of startups are founded by women,
and 900 startups in the Northeast are led by
women. Shah stated that the startup eco-
system has provided sustainable employ-
ment to 17.9 lakh people so far.

Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation said that since 2014, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has created a support-
ing environment for startups and provided
financial, policy, infrastructure, banking,
and industry support for their growth. He
said that a Fund of Funds of X10,000 crore
has been established, a Startup India Seed
Fund with a corpus of X945 crore has been
launched, the maximum loan limit has been
increased from K10 crore to K20 crore, sup-
port of up to K20 lakh has been approved for
Proof of Concept, and funding of up to X50
lakh has been approved for prototype devel-
opment. He further said that Prime Minister
Modi launched Make in India, introduced
PLI schemes in 14 key sectors, removed over
40,000 compliances, and removed more than
3400 laws from the category of criminal laws.

Amit Shah said that apart from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, no one else could
have simplified and reformed GST. After a
long time, the country has seen a leader like
Prime Minister Modi in whom both taxpay-
ers and the public can place their trust.

He noted that Prime Minister Modi,
with great courage and by taking all states
along, successfully implemented GST.

GST collections began at X80,000 crore and
today have crossed over X2 lakh crore.

Shah added that under GST reforms, Prime
Minister Modi reduced the prices of many
items by half, by one-third, and even to zero
in some cases. Through GST reforms, Prime
Minister Modi has shown the public that the

government’s purpose is to raise revenue to
run the country, not to exploit the people.

Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation said that since India’s indepen-
dence, the public is witnessing such a mas-
sive tax reduction for the first time. He stated
that GST reform is a bridge of trust between
taxpayers and the government.

Shah recalled that when the Modi govern-
ment came to power, income up to X2.5 lakh
was tax-exempt, but today income up to K12
lakh is taxed at zero.

These two examples, he said, demon-
strate that the government levies taxes not
for exploitation, but for the people, for the
country’s development, and for self-reliance.
Shri Shah said that his move will serve as a
bridge of trust between taxpayers and the
Government of India for decades to come.

Referring to the objective of the Startup
Conclave 2025, Shah said, “It will deliberate
on all aspects of Prime Minister Modi’s mis-
sion to establish India’s identity in the start-
up world and find solutions to challenges.”

Pertinently the conclave has been orga-
nized on the theme of three mantras: inno-
vate, elevate, and accelerate.

Shah said that over two days, discussions will
be held in seven sessions on various topics, pro-
viding a significant platform to connect emerging
startups with investors and realize Prime Minister
Modi’s mantra of "mind to market."

He highlighted that the compilation of the
Indian Knowledge System was also launched
during the event. “This system encompasses
the finest knowledge from around the world
in fields such as Ayurveda, classical arts,
architecture, mathematics, philosophy, sci-
ence, space, and the environment.”—(KNO)

‘Giran’ Apples Rot

recover some costs. Even if sold at Rs
100-150 per crate, it was a relief compared
to nothing,” said Nazir Ahmad, a grower
from Pulwama. “But this year, after high-
way issues, traders closed their mandis. The
fruit we had procured rotted in front of us
because it could not be transported outside.
Now, no one wants to buy it.”

The situation has left hundreds of youth,
who earned seasonal income by trading in
"Giran", without work. “The Giran busi-
ness relies on quick movement. If the fruit
doesn’t reach outside mandis within two
days, it spoils. Buyers know this risk, so they
simply stopped coming,” explained a trader
at Jabli Pora Fruit Mandi.

For many farmers, "Giran" apples once
acted as a lifeline—Dbringing in modest earn-
ings that supported their expenses on pesti-
cides, labour, and packaging. Now, growers
say they are forced to watch helplessly as the
fruit rots in their orchards.

“This is not just about a low-grade apple;
it is about livelihoods,” said Abdul Hameed,
another grower from Shopian. “Thousands
of families, from pickers to packers to trans-
porters, are tied to this trade. If the govern-
ment doesn't take immediate steps, this part
of our economy will collapse completely.”

Farmers are now appealing for urgent
intervention. They want authorities to make
special arrangements for apple-laden trucks,
including those carrying Giran produce, so
that the fallen fruit can reach processing
units before spoiling.

Once dismissed as waste, "Giran" apples
had gradually built an ecosystem of employ-
ment in Kashmir. Today, the same apples
are proving to be a burden, symbolising
how fragile the valley’s horticulture econ-
omy remains in the face of logistical bottle-
necks—(KNO)

CRPF Reiterates Bond

He also acknowledged the officers lead-
ing the expedition as, DIG Balav Sharma,
Brigadier SP Rai and DK Singh, with appre-
ciating their guidance in preparing the team
for extreme conditions including sub-zero
temperatures and rough terrain.

It is worth mentioning, the Yashasvini
High-Altitude CRPF Bike Expedition is an
exclusive Mahila Bike series that began in
March 2023 with the Delhi-Jagdalpur ride.
Its second edition was flagged off in Septem-
ber 2023 from Srinagar, Shillong, and Kan-
yakumari to Kevadia. This year’s edition,
flagged off from Kashmir’s heart, adds spe-

cial significance, strengthening the CRPF’s
message of unity, courage, and people’s con-
nect.

Moreover, a statement issued as accessed
by KNO reads: to carry forward the message
of patriotism and national integration, the
3rd Edition Yashasvini High Altitude CRPF
Bike Expedition 2025 was flagged oH today
by, Gyanendra Pratap Singh, IPS, DG CRPF
from the iconic clock tower at Lal Chowk,
Srinagar.

It reads as, the bike expedition compris-
ing 33 fearless women bikers shall under-
take a journey from Srinagar to the breath-
taking Pangong Tso Lake via Khardung La
in Ladakh showcasing a vibrant display of
women empowerment, resilience, grit, and
teamwork of CRPF’s women warriors.

“The nine-day bike rally shall cover
approximately 1,400 km culminating with
their return to Srinagar on October 1, 2025.
The bikers will carry the National Flag
along with the Force’s message to the nation:
“Desh Ke Hum Hain Rakshak”,” the state-
ment reads.

It reads as, speaking on the occasion,
G.P. Singh, IPS, DG CRPF, congratulated
the women bikers, stating that they are the
torchbearers of the CRPF and deserve spe-
cial appreciation and gratitude. He also reit-
erated that the CRPF stands with the people
of Kashmir in every situation and expressed
gratitude to the local population for their
continued support.

“Also present on the occasion were Dr.
Anamika Singh, President, CWWA, Sundari
Yadav, Zonal Head CWWA, Deepak Kumar,
ADG (Training) CRPF, Rajesh Kumar, ADG,
J&K Zone CRPF, SJM Gilani, SDG (Coordi-
nation) PHQ J&K Police and Vidhi Kumar
Birdi, IGP Kashmir Zone, Vineet Brij Lal,
IG Kashmir Ops Sector CRPF, Pawan Kumar
Sharma, IG Srinagar Sector CRPF and senior
officers of CRPF, J&K Police and civil admin-
istration,” it reads with adding the event
was also marked by vibrant cultural perfor-
mances, including the Kashmiri folk dance
Rouf, and a Taekwondo demonstration.

The statement also reads, DG CRPF hon-
oured the Veer Naris and the families of
the martyrs who were specially invited and
assured them of all possible support and
timely assistance—(KNO)

PCOS Increasing

“Initially, patients complain of irregu-
lar periods, excessive hair growth, acne, or
weight gain. But over time, PCOS can lead
to infertility, type-2 diabetes, high blood
pressure, endometrial cancer, and serious
mental health issues like depression,” Dr
Rukhsana added

She said that while PCOS cannot be com-
pletely cured, its effects can be managed
effectively. Lifestyle modification is the first
line of treatment. “Weight control through
regular exercise and a balanced diet is cru-
cial,” Dr Rukhsana added.

Doctors said that women experiencing
irregular cycles or excessive hair growth
should seek medical advice early. They
added that depending on symptoms, doctors
may prescribe hormonal therapy, insulin-
sensitising agents, or fertility treatment.

According to doctors, counselling helps
patients deal with stress and anxiety linked
to PCOS. They urged women not to ignore
symptoms, adding, “We see a rising trend
of PCOS among young girls, even teenagers.
Timely consultation and lifestyle changes
can prevent lifelong complications.”—(KNO)

India Must Move

not be discussed publicly for security rea-
sons but I assure you that it’s one of the best
systems in the world,” he added.

The Army Chief said the system would
combine sensors, missiles, surveillance
apparatus, and artificial intelligence tools
to provide both defence and offensive capa-
bilities.

According to him, the concept was in the
ideation phase but would be comprehensive
in scope. He cautioned that adversaries were
also improving their capabilities, pointing to
the drones encountered during Operation
Sindoor, which had shown advanced features
including the use of artificial intelligence
and visual navigation even after GPS jam-
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ming.

He said India’s counter-drone and GPS-
jamming systems had performed effectively
during the operation, minimising damage.
However, he added that similar results could
not be assumed in the future because adver-
saries would adapt once they understood
India’s current capabilities.

He cited examples from the Azerbaijan-
Armenia conflict and the Russia-Ukraine
war, where relatively inexpensive drones
had caused significant damage to costly mili-
tary assets. He said this reflected the cycle of
innovation and adaptation in warfare, where
the side adapting faster gained an advantage.

He said self-reliance provided not only
independence but also the ability to surprise
an adversary. Such surprises, he added,
could only be used once before the other side
learned, requiring continuous innovation.

He said the economic dimension of war
also needed to be considered. Drones were
now both military and commercial assets,
and their wider use would affect security as
well as the economy.

General Dwivedi said Mission Sudarshan
Chakra would aim to integrate multiple
defence layers and advanced systems, keep-

ing India ahead of adversaries while remain-mm-¢

ing economically viable.

A new portal was launched ahead of the
symposium to connect researchers and aca-
demic institutes across the country, and the
response had been substantial —(KNO)

J&K Floods: 150

and assured the victims of relief and reha-
bilitation.

Shah accompanied by Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and
Leader of Opposition in the J&K Assembly Sunil
Sharma and other top officials toured different
areas in Jammu region to assess the situation.

He met the flood victims at Mangu Chak,
one of the worst-hit villages near Jammu Air-
port, and took the first-hand account of the
situation. He interacted with the villagers and
assured them proper relief and rehabilitation.

Shah also visited Tawi bridge near Bikram
Chowk and inspected the damage along the
riverbanks.

Shah during his Jammu visit also chaired
a meeting attended by LLG Sinha, CM Omar,
LoP Sharma, the DGP of police, and several
officials of the Centre and the Union Terri-
tory administration.

Shah also reviewed the damage caused to
the border security grid by the flash floods

Before the Home Minister’s visit, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh visited Jammu on
August 24 to take stock of the situation fol-
lowing flash floods triggered by a cloudburst
in Chisoti village in Kishtwar district. How-
ever, Singh’s plan to visit the devastated vil-
lage couldn’t materialize due to inclement
weather and the blocking of a road by a land-
slide in Paddar Sub-division—(KNO)

Omar-Led Govt

meeting today. “Leave statehood aside, the LG
has not finalised the business rules,” he added.

Choudhary blamed the opposition parties,
including BJP and PDP, for neglecting the
development during their tenure. He said
they must answer why the issues regard-
ing the traffic jams have not been resolved
during their rule.

The Deputy Chief Minister, after review-
ing the ongoing road-widening project (Bou-
levard Road at Nehru Park), said that the
project would be inaugurated on October
17, which will improve the traffic flow and
enhance the tourist experience once the
project is completed.

The government is committed to finishing the
work within the set deadline, he added—(KNO)

CM Cabinet Meetin

Council of Ministers, inclu§r’1g Deputy
Chief Minister Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
Ministers Sakina Itoo, Javed Ahmed Rana,
Javid Ahmed Dar, and Satish Sharma. Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo was also present.

During the session, the Cabinet took up a
series of agenda items concerning public wel-
fare, administrative efficiency, and develop-
mental priorities across Jammu and Kashmir.
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GST 2.0 brings immense
excitement amongst car

buyers,

IANS

LUCKNOW/MALKAN-
GIRI: A wave of excite-
ment is sweeping across
showrooms after the imple-
mentation of the new GST
reform, with a sharp rise
in customer footfall and
vehicle sales.

Shabir, who booked a
Hyundai Creta, told IANS
that the revised GST rates
helped him save nearly
Rs 70,000-Rs 80,000. Ram
Singh, another buyer, said
that companies are now
passing on the full GST
benefits to customers. He
purchased a Hyundai i10
and saved about Rs 70,000
compared to the earlier
price.

According to Asim,
Assistant General Man-
ager at a Hyundai deal-
ership in Lucknow, the
reform has received an
overwhelmingly positive
response. "The number of
first-time buyers is rising,
and with the GST benefits
fully passed on, prices have
come down significantly,"
he said.

Other cities exhib-
it a similar level of
enthusiasm.

Customers in Odisha's
Malkangiri reported that
lower GST rates have made
cars and two-wheelers
more reasonably priced
than they were previously.

With effect from Sep-
tember 22, the new GST
rates have reduced the
tax to 18 per cent for gaso-
line vehicles up to 1,200cc
and under four meters in
length and diesel vehicles
up to 1,500cc and under
four meters.

Previously subject to
50 per cent GST, larger

vehicles will now only be
subject to 40 per cent. The
tax rate for two-wheelers
up to 350cc has been low-
ered from 28 per cent to 18
per cent.

Meanwhile, shopkeep-
ers, wholesalers and
every Indian household
responded overwhelming-
ly to the GST 2.0 reforms,
which went into effect on
Monday.

The reformed tax
regime, which coincided
perfectly with the first day
of Navratri, provided the

general public with imme-
diate relief on daily neces-
sities, simplified slabs, and
reduced prices.

PM Narendra Modi
called GST 2.0 "a reform
dedicated to the people
of India", and true to his
words, it felt less like a dry
policy change and more
like a festive bonanza.
Car showrooms witnessed
serpentine queues, online
carts overflowed with
orders and buzzed with
record-breaking festive
sales.

Tata Advanced Systems opens 1st overseas
defence manufacturing facility in Morocco

IANS

NEW DELHI: Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
(TASL) on Tuesday inau-
gurated a new state-of-the-
art defence manufactur-
ing facility in Berrechid,
in Morocco’s Casablanca
region -- marking the first
overseas defence produc-
tion unit set up by a private
Indian company.

The development high-
lights India’s growing abil-
ity to design and deliver
advanced combat vehicle
platforms in partnership
with the Defence Research
and Development Organ-
isation (DRDO).

The facility was inaugu-
rated by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Abdeltif
Loudyi, Morocco’s Minis-
ter Delegate in charge of
National Defence Adminis-
tration, in the presence of
senior officials from both
countries.

Spread across 20,000
square metres, it is also the
largest defence manufac-
turing facility in the King-
dom of Morocco.

Under a contract with
the Moroccan govern-
ment, Tata Advanced Sys-
tems will manufacture
and deliver the Wheeled
Armoured Platform 8x8
(WhAP 8x8).

The facility became
operational three months
ahead of schedule, and
production has already
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started. The first deliver-

ies are expected to begin
next month.

The plant has created
direct and indirect employ-
ment opportunities, built a
strong supplier ecosystem,
developed critical technol-
ogy capabilities, and set up
in-country product support.

It is also working close-
ly with ancillary partners
who provide subsystems
and key technologies.

Sukaran Singh, CEO
and Managing Director
of Tata Advanced Sys-
tems, said the inaugura-
tion represents a strategic
milestone.

“As the first overseas
manufacturing facility by
a private Indian defence
OEM, it also marks our

strategic initiative to begin
offering designed-in-India
defence technology sys-
tems to friendly countries
overseas,” Singh stated.

“Today’s defence fac-
tory inauguration near
Casablanca in Morocco
marks a new chapter in
the India—Morocco indus-
trial partnership, and
Tata Advanced Systems
is proud to be part of this
milestone,” he said.

Initially, the plant will
serve the Royal Moroc-
can Army, but the com-
pany also plans to expand
exports to other friendly
nations, particularly
across Africa.

The WhAP 8x8, jointly
developed by DRDO and
Tata, is a modular, multi-

role armoured vehicle plat-
form designed for mobility,
survivability and adapt-
ability in diverse combat
situations.

It comes with a powerful
engine, independent sus-
pension, central tyre infla-
tion system, and a protec-
tive monocoque hull with
scalable ballistic and mine
protection.

The vehicle can be con-
figured for several roles,
including infantry fight-
ing vehicle, armoured per-
sonnel carrier, reconnais-
sance, command, mortar
carrier, and ambulance.

It also offers options for
remote weapon stations,
anti-tank guided missile
capability, and amphibious
operations.

Indian IT firms to tackle H-1B visa fee
hike with local hiring, offshoring and
nearshoring: Report

IANS

NEW DELHI: Indian IT
companies are expected
to adjust their strategies
to deal with the recent
sharp hike in H-1B visa
fees announced by the
US administration, a new
report said on Tuesday.

On September 19, US
President Donald Trump
signed an executive order
imposing a fee of $100,000
for new H-1B visa applica-
tions, a steep jump from
the existing cost of around
$1,500.

The move is likely to
hit Indian IT firms, which
have traditionally relied on
the visa program to send
skilled workers to the US

The data compiled by
Nuvama, however, said
that the overall impact on
Indian IT companies may
remain limited, as the
sector has already reduced
its dependence on H-1B
visas over the past eight
years.

“This shift has given
companies a head start in
cushioning the effects of
the latest policy change,”
the report said.

According to Nuvama,
firms are expected to
tackle the higher costs
through measures such
as nearshoring, offshor-
ing, and hiring more local
talent in the US While

some short-term financial
and operational challeng-
es are unavoidable, in the
longer run, increased off-
shoring is expected to ease
the pressure.

The report also noted
that most Indian IT servic-
es firms may avoid paying
the new fee altogether, as
it makes H-1B visas uneco-
nomical.

The median salary for
Indian IT workers on H-1B
visas ranges from $80,000
to $120,000, and adding
another $100,000 fee would
make the arrangement
financially unviable.

Instead, companies
are likely to look at other
options such as renegotiat-
ing contracts with clients
to share costs, hiring local-
ly in the US, or expanding
nearshore operations in
countries like Canada
and Latin America, which
share the same time zone
as the US.

A stronger focus on off-
shoring to India or other
cost-efficient regions is
also expected, as per the
report.

The report added that
while the industry will face
volatility in the near term,
the situation is likely to
stabilise as IT companies
adapt to the new environ-
ment and discover more
efficient ways of doing
business.

Twin India meetings in US open
avenues for renewing ties

IANS

NEW DELHI: India con-
tinued to pursue pragmatic
solutions to the challenges
posed by the current world
trade order. New Delhi
exhibited patience, resil-
ience while resorting to
appropriate and opportune
diplomatic interventions.
Monday’s twin meetings
in the United States under-
score such attempts.

In Washington, Com-
merce and Industries Min-
ister Piyush Goyal’s trade
engagement focused on the
resumption of trade talks.

Meanwhile, in New
York, the same day, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar’s meeting with US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio signalled an effort to
steady bilateral relations
amid trade frictions and
new visa regulations.

India’s trade ministerial
engagement in Washington
sought to translate politi-
cal goodwill into concrete
commercial outcomes.

The intent was clearly
stated in a ministerial
handout announcing the
delegation’s visit “to take
forward the discussions
with a view to achieve
early conclusion of a
mutually beneficial Trade
Agreement”.

After a short period of

freeze on bilateral talks,
the September 16 Delhi
visit of a trade team from
the US witnessed a posi-
tive approach on various
aspects of the trade deal.
Goyal’s visit was thus
undertaken to intensify

efforts in this regard, and
so that the bilateral trade
agreement (BTA) can be
inked before the year ends.

The talks featured
greater market access,
supply-chain cooperation,
and dialogue on tariffs,
non-tariff barriers, and
sectoral cooperation on
technology, clean energy,
and pharmaceuticals.

The US has been using
the dialogues and commer-
cial diplomacy to pursue
market opening and trade

enforcement, creating an
established channel for
negotiating practical trade
issues.

Meanwhile, the US
Department of State issued
a statement saying Secre-
tary Rubio “reiterating

that India is a relationship
of critical importance to
the United States”.

It described the Sec-
retary expressing “his
appreciation for the
Indian government’s con-
tinued engagement on a
number of issues, includ-
ing trade, defense, energy,
pharmaceuticals, critical
minerals, and other items
related to the bilateral
relationship”.

It signals a high-level
reaffirmation that stra-

tegic ties -- including the
Quad, Indo-Pacific, among
others -- will remain a cen-
tral pillar of the relation-
ship even as disputes arise
on trade policy.

Accounts of the meet-
ing coming from both
countries cited the discus-
sions as constructive and
aimed at stabilising ties
after recent tariff-related
tensions, underlining an
active diplomatic push
to manage friction while
advancing cooperation.

Immediate operational
outcomes reported from
the twin encounters point
to an agreement to contin-
ue bilateral dialogues, to
deepen ties with diplomat-
ic and commercial efforts,
and to task working-level
officials to negotiate spe-
cific market-access and
regulatory issues over the

coming time.
Rather than certain
immediate sweeping

diplomatic and trade
agreements, the meet-
ings opened avenues
for more bilateral read-
outs and focused work-
ing-group meetings to
manage disputes.

Thus, practical out-
comes are likely to be vis-
ible soon in many areas
with clear mutual benefit,
with further development
in frameworks.

Ready toimplement START
restrictions if Washington acts
in similar manner: Russia

IANS

MOSCOW: Russia on Tuesday

said that it is ready to imple-
ment quantitative limitations
on the Strategic Offensive

i Arms (START) within a year, but
© this requires a mirror position
i from the United States.

"We are prepared to con-

tinue enforcing quantitative

restrictions for a year. That's
what we will do. But this, of
course, requires a mirror posi-

| tion from the United States,"
i the Kremlin spokesperson

Dmitry Peskov told reporters
in Moscow.
He mentioned that the

treaty on measures for the fur-
i ther reduction and limitation

of Strategic Offensive Arms
was discussed during meet-
ings between Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and his
US counterpart Donald Trump
during their recent meeting.
"The topic [of the New
START Treaty] was generally
raised during the contacts
[between Putin and Trump]
in the sense that time is run-
ning out, and we are truly on

the threshold of a situation

where we could be left with-
out any bilateral documents
regulating the area of stabil-
ity and security," Peskov said
while replying to a question

from Tass news agency about
. whether the topic of extend-

ing the New START Treaty was
discussed during the meeting
between Putin and Trump.

Putin, he revealed, did
not communicate the idea of
extending the START treaty to
the US President in advance.

"On September 22, Putin
stated at a meeting with the
Security Council that Russia is
prepared to continue adher-
ing to the central quantitative
restrictions outlined in the Stra-
tegic Arms Reduction Treaty for
ayear afterit expiresin February
2026, but emphasised that Mos-
cow's retention of the START
restrictions is only possible if
Washington acts in a similar
manner," Tass reported.

The Russian Presidential
spokesperson stated that
no specific date for the next
meeting between both leaders
has yet been determined.

"There is no clear under-
standing yet about the date of
the next contact between the
two presidents," Peskov told
Russia's state-owned news
agency.

According to the US
Department of State, the Treaty
between the United States of
America and the Russian Fed-
eration on Measures for the
Further Reduction and Limi-
tation of Strategic Offensive
Arms, also known as the New
START Treaty, enhances US
national security by placing
verifiable limits on all Russian
deployed intercontinental-
range nuclear weapons and
both countries have agreed
to extend the treaty through
February 4,2026.

Cochin Shipyard joins HD Korea to help India

meet its long-term shipbuilding goal

IANS

NEW DELHI: In a fillip to
India’s shipbuilding goal,
Cochin Shipyard Limited
(CSL) on Tuesday said it
has signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU)
with HD Korea Shipbuild-
ing and Offshore Engi-
neering for a long-term
strategic collaboration in
shipbuilding.

The partnership seeks
to combine CSL’s legacy,
infrastructure, and domes-
tic expertise with HD
Korea’s advanced technol-
ogy and global experience,
marking a significant step
in strengthening India’s
shipbuilding capabilities.

According to a Min-
istry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways statement,
CSL’s 310-metre new dry
dock which was inaugu-

rated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in January
will be utilised to construct
large vessels such as Suez-
max tankers, container

ships and Capesize bulk
carriers, with a capacity of
up to six vessels annually.

To support this, a dedi-
cated Block Fabrication
Facility (BFF) is planned
at Kochi in approximately
80 acres, with an annual

capacity of 1,20,000 MT,
involving an investment of
about Rs 3,700 crore.

This initiative is expect-
ed to generate around 2,000

direct jobs and substantial
indirect employment esti-
mated at 2 to 5 times higher
in sectors such as logistics,
MSMEs, supply chain, and
ancillary industries.

The collaboration will
also focus on joint execu-

tion of shipbuilding proj-
ects at CSL’s existing facili-
ties during the transition
phase, while simultane-
ously exploring opportuni-
ties in new business areas,
greenfield shipyards, and
skill development.

By enhancing produc-
tion efficiency and deliv-
ering next-generation
vessels, the partnership
is aligned with national
initiatives like Maritime
India Vision (MIV) 2030
and Maritime Amrit Kaal
Vision (MAKYV) 2047, rein-
forcing the mission to posi-
tion India as a global ship-
building hub.

Additionally, CSL signed
a second MoU with Guid-
ance, the nodal agency of
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment, in line with the Cen-
tre’s vision for developing
shipbuilding clusters.
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Rajnath Singh discusses defence
sector ties with Morocco Minister

IANS

RABAT: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh discussed
steps for deepening part-
nerships in key sectors,
including defence, pharma-
ceuticals, and chemicals,
with Morocco’s Minister
of Trade Ryad Mezzour on
Tuesday in Rabat, an official
said.

A Defence Ministry offi-
cial, in a statement on X,
said, “Mr Mezzour warmly
welcomed the Raksha
Mantri and highlighted
the importance of enhanc-
ing industrial cooperation
between the two nations,
bound by long-standing

friendship. The discussions

centred on deepening part-
nerships in key sectors,
including defence, pharma-
ceuticals, and chemicals.”

K¢

The Defence Minister is
on an official visit to Moroc-
co to further strengthen the
growing strategic conver-
gence between India and
the North African nation,
the Defence Ministry said.

The visit at the invitation
of Morocco's Minister Del-
egate of National Defence,
Abdeltif Loudiyi, marks the
first-ever visit of an Indian
Defence Minister to the
North African nation.

On Monday, the first day
of his two-day visit, Rajnath
Singh interacted with the

Indian diaspora in Rabat
and praised their contribu-
tions to both their host coun-
try and their homeland.

Taking to the social
media platform X, Rajnath
Singh shared his apprecia-
tion for the Indian commu-
nity in Morocco: “Delighted
to interact with the Indian
community in Rabat.
Lauded their hard work and
dedication that defines the
Indian community across
the world. It is praiseworthy
how they are contributing
to Morocco’s progress and
at the same time remain
connected to their roots in
India.”

The Defence Minister’s
office also posted: “Raksha
Mantri Shri @rajnathsingh
interacted with the Indian
Community in Rabat,
Morocco. He highlighted the

transformational journey
of India in the last decade
in multiple dimensions,
including economy, manu-
facturing, technology, start-
ups, digital revolution and
defence capabilities. Indian
diaspora echoed the grow-
ing sense of pride derived
from the rising global stat-
ure of India.”

A major highlight of the
Defence Minister’s visit is
the inauguration of Tata
Advanced Systems Maroc’s
new manufacturing facil-
ity in Berrechid, which
will produce the Wheeled
Armoured Platform
(WhAP) 8x8. This is the first
Indian defence manufactur-
ing plant in Africa, mark-
ing a significant milestone
for India’s defence exports
under the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat initiative.
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India go in as strong favourites against upbeat Bangladesh
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AGENCIES

ven though they haven't
Ebeen close games, the

tension during the two
India-Pakistan matches has
made players do and say things
they otherwise wouldn't. One
of them is based on facts but
lacks professional humility.
After beating Pakistan once
again, India captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav invoked a dominant
head-to-head in recent years
in order to call for an end to
the term "rivalry" for these
contests.

There is good reason to
believe Suryakumar, or any
India captain, would not have
said what can be interpreted
as arrogant had it not been
Pakistan and the current rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries. For where is a rivalry for
India in recent times? Since
the start of 2024, India have
won 32 and lost three matches
of T20I cricket.

The sheer talent, now coupled
with the appropriate intent, has
turned India into perhaps the

most formidable T20I side ever
assembled. Add to it the slowness
of the Dubai pitches, and India
are able to experiment with just
one frontline quick and getting
him to bowl three overs in the
powerplay.

Those who market the sport
will not be too thrilled at such
numbers because the biggest
draw in sport is the possibility. If
there is any consolation, though,
one of the three defeats India
have suffered in these two years
has come against Zimbabwe.

Bangladesh will go in
believing they can cause an
upset. They have just done that
to the leaders of their group
in the first round, Sri Lanka.
They did so using the slow-
ness of the conditions with
Mahedi Hasan and Mustafizur
Rahman combining for figures
of 8-0-45-5. The reward is mas-
sive. If they can somehow beat
India, Bangladesh will be a
good shout to enter the final.
Can they do the unthinkable,
beat India for the first time
since 2019, repair their 16-1
head to head, and somehow
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initiate a rivalry?

Another experiment that
India are able to work on is
Sanju Samson in the middle
order. Clearly, the team man-
agement seems to have decid-
ed that Samson is too good a
player to be sitting out, so they
are trying to create a place for
him in the side now that the
top order is packed with Shub-
man Gill, Abhishek Sharma,
Suryakumar and Tilak Varma.
The one innings he has played
there is no sample size to draw
any conclusions, but there
were signs he wasn't quite at
home when starting against an
older ball. So eyes will be on
him whenever he gets a chance
to bat.

One of the challenges for
Samson and the rest of the
middle order will be the canny
bowling of Mustafizur Rahman,
who becomes double dangerous
on slower pitches. He showed
that against Sri Lanka with
figures of 4-0-20-3. An encore
could give Bangladesh a strong
chance against India.

In the first round, India

experimented with their com-
bination only once their prog-
ress to the Super Four was
confirmed. So don't expect any
changes to their first-choice XI,
which they returned to against
Pakistan.

India (probable): 1 Abhishek
Sharma, 2 Shubman Gill, 3
Tilak Varma, 4 Suryakumar
Yadav (capt), 5 Sanju Samson
(wk), 6 Shivam Dube, 7 Hardik
Pandya, 8 Axar Patel, 9 Kuldeep
Yadav, 10 Jasprit Bumrah, 11
Varun Chakravarthy

Captain Litton Das com-
plained of a back strain during
training two days before the
match, but he should be okay
to play. The one change Bangla-
desh are pondering is Tanzim
Hasan for Shoriful Islam, who
travelled for 49 runs against Sri
Lanka.

Bangladesh (probable): 1
Saif Hassan, 2 Tanzid Hasan,
3 Litton Das (capt. & wk), 4
Towhid Hridoy, 5 Shamim
Hossain, 6 Jaker Ali, 7 Mahedi
Hasan, 8 Nasum Ahmed, 9
Taskin Ahmed, 10 Tanzim
Hasan, 11 Mustafizur Rahman

Asia Cup: Pakistan elect
to bowl first in must-win

game vs Sri Lanka

IANS

ABU DHABI: Pakistan
won the toss and elected to
field against Sri Lankain a
must-win Super 4s match
of the Men's T20 Asia Cup
2025 at the Zayed Cricket
Stadium, Abu Dhabi, on
Tuesday.

Both Pakistan and Sri
Lanka started the Super 4s
stage with defeat -- Pakistan
losing to India while Sri
Lanka went down to Bangla-
desh in their opening match.
Both teams would like to

win the match and stay alive
in the competition.
Pakistan decided to
go into the match with
an unchanged play-
ing XI, while Sri Lanka
made two changes, with
Chamika Karunaratne
and Maheesh Theekshana
coming in for Dunith Wel-
lalage and Mishara.
Pakistan captain
Salman Agha said it was
a good wicket and he does
not expect it to change. "We
will bowl first. Looks like a
good wicket, don't think it

will change much. We want
to improve with the bat and
ball. It's anew game, a new
challenge. We want to focus
on today," he said.

Sri Lanka captain
Charith Asalanka said he
too would have bowled
first, but was okay with bat-
ting first. He agreed that it
was a good pitch. He said
that Sri Lanka have been
playing good cricket, but
there is a little 10 percent
that they have to improve,
namely batting and bowl-
ing at the death.

Young shooting talent gatherin New
Delhi for ISSF Junior World Cup

IANS

NEW DELHI: The next
generation of shooting
talent across 15 Olympic
events and 2 non-Olympic
events will be competingin
the ISSF Junior World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun at the
Dr. Karni Singh Shooting
Range here from Septem-
ber 24 to October 2.

The stage is all set for
the mega event, which will
bring together 208 young
shooters from 18 countries,
showcasing the young
talent who will be fight-
ing it out for a total of 51
medals at stake.

The host nation, India,
will lead the field with a
strong contingent of 69 ath-
letes, while other partici-
pating nations include the

United States of America
(20), Italy (10), Czechia (9),
Islamic Republic of Iran (8),
Croatia (7), Great Britain
(6), United Arab Emirates
(5), Slovakia (5), Qatar (4),
Oman (4), Spain (8), Finland
(3), Netherlands (3), Cyprus
(3), New Zealand (2), King-
dom of Saudi Arabia (2),
along with 40 Individual
Neutral Athletes (AIN).
The athletes from the
United States, Great Brit-
ain, Italy, and Cyprus have

arrived at the range and
conducted an unofficial
training session on Tuesday.
This will be the second
and final World Cup for
Juniors this year, follow-
ing the first event hosted
in Suhl, Germany, earlier
this year in May, where
India finished on top of
the medals table with 11
medals, including 3 gold, 4
silver, and 4 bronze.
Among the notable
names to watch will be
Olympia and Suhl silver
medallist Raiza Dhillon,
former world champion
Abhinav Shaw, Suhl gold
medallists Shambhavi
Kshirsagar and Tejas-
wani, and bronze medallist
from the same World Cup,
Naraen Pranav and Adriyan
Karmakar, among others.

Abhishek Sharma is going
to blow the cricketing world
apart, opines Ashwin

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former
India all-rounder Ravi-
chandran Ashwin hailed
Abhishek Sharma for his
impressive knock against
Pakistan in India's six-
wicket win in the Asia Cup
Super Four game, saying
the youngster will blow the
cricketing world apart.
Sharma notched a bril-
liant half-century under
pressure while open-
ing the innings for India
during their Super 4s
clash against arch-rivals
Pakistan. The 25-year-old’s
knock of a 39-ball 74 was
studded with six fours and
five maximums as he hit
the opposition bowlers for
an array of shots.
Analysing the game
and the players’ perfor-

mances, Ashwin, speaking
on his YouTube channel,
praised Sharma’s style of
play while adding that the
youngster had just begun.

“Abhishek Sharma hit
an inside-out MS Dhoni-
style helicopter cover
drive. Everybody will talk
about the five sixes that
he hit, but I want to talk
about this cover drive,
because there was finesse
in this shot. Despite only
having one bat swing,
he can adjust his down
swing.

"If one batter, with one
down swing, can make
batting look so easy, then
why will you not watch
that batsman day in and
day out. I want to tell you
that this is not the arrival
of Abhishek Sharma, this
is just the beginning," said

Ashwin.

“He has just started,
and he has a long future
ahead. He is going to blow
the cricketing world apart.
Take that in writing. He
has so much ability, just
like how Yuvraj Singh
became India’s marquee
white-ball cricketer. He
can reach that level easily.
I think he is going to carry
Yuvraj’s legacy forward; he
is a phenomenal talent,”
Ashwin added.

Sharma stitched a 105-
run opening stand with
Shubman Gill as the duo
sent the Pakistani bowl-
ers to the cleaners. Their
knocks made it easy for the
middle-order batters to sail
through the chase as India
clinched their second win
against their neighbours in
the tournament.

| don’t care how people will
take it: Farhan reacts on his
gunshot celebration

IANS

ABU DHABI: Pakistan
opener Sahibzada Farhan
spoke about his gunshot
celebration against India,
saying that it happened in
the moment, and he hadn’t
planned it. The opener also
said that he does not care
how people perceive it.

Pakistan, after being
put to bat first, started
well as openers Farhan
and Fakhar Zaman got to
business from the word
go. While India managed
to get an early break-
through when Hardik
Pandya dismissed the
latter, Farhan played an
explosive knock to finish
as the top run scorer for
his side.

After notching a half-
century, Farhan pulled
off a gun-shot celebration
with the bat, sparking con-
troversy. During a press
conference on Monday
ahead of the team’s next
clash against Sri Lanka,
the 29-year-old said that
he was unbothered by what
anyone thought about it.

“That (celebration) was

just amoment at that time.
Idon't celebrate much after
scoring 50. But, it suddenly
came to my mind that let's
do a celebration today. I
did that. I don't know how
people will take it. I don't
care about that,” Farhan
told reporters

“And the rest, you know,
you should play aggressive
cricket wherever you play.
It doesn't need to be India.
You should play aggressive
cricket against every team,
like we played today,” he
added.

Farhan’s efforts with
the bat went in vain as
Indian batters retaliated
during the chase, with
Abhishek Sharma, Shub-
man Gill and Tilak Varma
helping the side complete a

six-wicket win.

While India will face
Bangladesh next, Paki-
stan will face off against
Sri Lanka on Tuesday.

Both Pakistan and
Sri Lanka will enter the
upcoming game on the
back of a loss from their
respective previous Super
4s games against India and
Bangladesh.
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