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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 
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new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

Through Operation Sindoor, we have 
struck at the very heart of those who 
engage in terrorist activities.

Mutton Shortage 
Disrupts Kashmir’s 
Wedding Season

MUBASHIR ALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: At a time 
when Kashmir is witness-
ing its annual surge in 
wedding celebrations, the 
valley is facing a major 
disruption in the supply 
of  mutton, a staple of  tra-
ditional Kashmiri feasts.

The halt in availability 
has sparked concern across 
households and catering 
circles, especially with the 
ongoing wedding season.

Mehraj-u-din Ganie, 
General Secretary of  the 
Wholesale Mutton Deal-
ers Association Kashmir, 
confirmed that the supply 
chain has come to a stand-
still due to unresolved 
issues. “We have not 
received any formal com-
munication or support. 
The deadlock continues,” 
he said.

Ganie said that though 
not officially declared as 
a strike, the halt stems 
from unresolved con-
cerns over procurement 
rates, undue taxes, inter-
state transportation hur-
dles, and a lack of  regu-
latory clarity, issues the 
dealers say they P-06

“OPERATION MAHADEV WAS LAUNCHED ON APRIL 22, THE DAY OF THE PAHALGAM 
attack. The presence of the terrorists was detected by May 22. After confirming their exact location, a joint strategy 
was drawn up by the Jammu and Kashmir Police, 4 Para, and the CRPF. A detailed meeting was held by senior officials. 

INDUS WATER 
Treaty Suspended Till 
Pakistan Ends Terror: EAM 

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) Dr 
S Jaishankar on Wednesday 
told the Rajya Sabha that the 
Indus Water Treaty was not 
a peace initiative but a move 
for appeasement. He said the 
treaty, signed by the then 
Prime Minister with Paki-
stan, should be reviewed in 
the current context.

“The Indus Water Treaty 
with Pakistan, signed by the 
then Prime Minister, was not 
to buy peace, but for appease-
ment,” Jaishankar said while 
participating in a discussion 
on Operation Sindoor.

Referring to recent devel-
opments, he said, “The Indus 
Water Treaty will be held 
in abeyance until Pakistan 
irrevocably gives up its sup-
port of  terrorism. Blood and 
water will not flow together.”

Opening the second day 

of  the debate in the Rajya 
Sabha, the EAM began by 
expressing condolences for 
the civilians killed in the 
recent terror attack in Pahal-
gam.

He then detailed India's 
position during Operation 
Sindoor and the diplomatic 
communication with various 
countries during that time. 
“When Operation Sindoor 
commenced, several coun-
tries were in touch with us 
to see how serious the situ-
ation was and how long it 
would go,” he said. “We gave 
the same message to all coun-
tries, that we were not open 
to any mediation. Anything 
between us and Pakistan will 
only be bilateral."

On India’s military 
response, Jaishankar said, 
“We told them we were 
responding to the Pakistani 
attack and would continue to 
respond. If  that P-06

     ‘Every Terror Outfit Will Be Crushed'

J&K Will Reclaim Lasting Peace 
Under PM Modi’s Rule: Amit Shah
Armed Forces Ensured Pahalgam Attack Perpetrators Don’t Flee To Pak, All Killed’

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Asserting that 
Jammu and Kashmir is set to 
reclaim lasting peace under 
the PM Modi-led government, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Wednesday said that 
all terror outfits operating in 
Jammu and Kashmir will be 
crushed.

The Union Home Minister, 
informed the Rajya Sabha that 
security forces ensured the ter-
rorists behind the Pahalgam 
attack were eliminated before 
they could flee to Pakistan. 
“The coordinated operations 
led to their precise identifica-
tion and swift neutralisation,” 
he added.

Shah said that the respon-
sibility for April 22 Pahalgam 
terror attack which left 26 
civilians, mostly tourists dead, 
was claimed by The Resistance 
Front (TRF), and those respon-
sible were tracked and neutral-
ised in two separate operations 
– “Operation Sindoor” and 
“Operation Mahadev.”

Shah said a forensic analy-

sis confirmed that the weap-
ons used in the attack matched 
those recovered from the slain 
terrorists. “There is no debate 
or doubt now. The rifles recov-
ered were the same,” he told 
the House.

The Union Home Minister 
said intelligence agencies and 
local police questioned 155 

people, and those who shel-
tered the attackers were also 
identified and are being inves-
tigated.

Shah thanked the Prime 
Minister and the armed forces 
for their role in the counter-
terror-operations.

He said, “I visited Jammu 
and Kashmir myself. We took a 

pledge to capture the terrorists 
and prevent them from escap-
ing to Pakistan. We succeeded 
on both fronts.”

Providing a timeline of  the 
counter-offensive, the Home 
Minister said, “Operation 
Mahadev was launched on 
April 22, the day of  the Pahal-
gam attack. The P-06

Major Reshuffle Of Doctors On 
Cards In J&K Hospitals: Sakina 

JEHANGIR GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Health Minis-
ter Sakina Itoo on Wednes-
day   said that a major 
reshuffle of  doctors 
is on cards in J&K 
to address long 
standing issues 
in the healthcare 
system.

 Itoo expressed 
concern over the prac-
tice of  doctors being posted 
at their preferred locations 
for decades, which she said 
hampers the system’s prog-
ress.

“We are now considering 
a major reshuffle. It is ironic 
that doctors have been sit-
ting at the same place for ten 
years or more. People have 
told us that such practices—
staying in one place for so 
long—do not help the system. 
If  this continues, the system 

will not improve.” Itoo said.
She emphasized that the 

government’s focus is on 
ensuring proper patient 

care, with a commit-
ment to providing 
good treatment 
to the people of  
Jammu and Kash-
mir. “We have 

also implemented 
strict vigilance and 

equipped hospitals 
with necessary equipment,” 
she added.

Addressing recent com-
plaints, the Minister high-
lighted issues related to 
night-duty staffing in hospi-
tals. “There have been many 
complaints that senior doc-
tors are absent during night 
shifts. Interns are present, 
but senior doctors are not on 
duty. We conducted several 
visits to hospitals to verify 
this situation,” she said. P-06

Over 1,400 URLs Blocked During 
‘Op Sindoor’: Union Min Ashwani

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: The central gov-
ernment blocked more than 
1,400 online links during Opera-
tion Sindoor as part of  its efforts 
to contain the spread of  fake 
news and sensitive content in 
the aftermath of  the Pahalgam 
terror attack, Union Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw told the Lok 
Sabha on Wednesday.

Responding to a query from 
MP Tejasvi Surya, Vaishnaw 
said the blocked content includ-
ed a range of  posts on websites 
and social media platforms that 
circulated misinformation and 
material deemed harmful to 
national interests.

“Many of  these handles were 
operated from outside the coun-

try and were found actively 
involved in sharing false, anti-
India narratives,” the Minister 
said in a written reply.

The government took action 

under Section 69A of  the Infor-
mation Technology Act, 2000, 
which allows blocking of  digi-
tal content in cases involving 
national security, public P-06

CS Reviews Financial 

Inclusion Measures In J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  
Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo, Wednesday 
chaired a high-
level meeting to 
review the status 
of  financial inclu-
sion initiatives and 
beneficiary-oriented 
schemes being implement-
ed across J&K.

The Chief  Secretary 
underscored the need for sat-
uration of  all financial inclu-
sion schemes in the Union 
Territory. He expressed 
concern over the low enrol-
ment rates in several welfare 
schemes. He directed the con-
cerned departments to scale 
up coverage in a mission 
mode to ensure no eligible 
citizen is left out.

The Chief  Secretary high-
lighted that prompt and 

seamless delivery of  bene-
fits is key to building public 

confidence in govern-
ment programmes. 
He instructed the 
officials to ensure 
timely extension 
of  scheme benefits 
to all eligible indi-

viduals, stating that 
such efficiency would 

encourage more citizens 
to come forward and take 
advantage of  these schemes.

The Chief  Secretary laid 
focus on integration of  the 
Registrar of  Births & Deaths 
database with the Medical 
Certification of  Cause of  
Death (MCCD) system. He 
emphasised that this inte-
gration would streamline 
the accrual of  benefits, such 
as insurance claims and pen-
sion settlements, reducing 
delays and ensuring efficient 
service delivery. P-06

Stone Pelting Activity Nullified In 
J&K Post-Art 370 Revocation: Nadda

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Union Minis-
ter and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) National President J P 
Nadda said stone pelting inci-
dents in Jammu and Kashmir 
have reduced to zero since 
the abrogation of  Article 370. 
He said that while more than 
2,000 such incidents occurred 
between 2010 and 2014, not a 
single case had been reported 
in the last three years.

Nadda said Kashmir Valley 
had not been shut down for 
even a day in recent years.

According to him, terrorism 
in the region had been limited 
to foreign elements, and the 
average life span of  a terrorist 
in the valley had come down to 
seven days. This, he said, was 
the outcome of  a policy of  zero 
tolerance towards terrorism.

Nadda said the current 
security situation was the 
result of  strong political deci-
sions. "The same police and 
army operated earlier as well, 

but there was a lack of  political 
will in the past to act against 
Pakistan," he said.

The BJP leader said that 
after the Uri terror attack, the 
Indian Army carried out surgi-
cal strikes within three days. 
According to him, this was 
the first time since 1947 that 
an Indian Prime Minister had 
publicly declared that those 
behind the attack would not 
be spared.

He said that during the UPA 

government, no such action 
was taken despite repeated 
terror attacks. Referring to 
incidents such as the 2005 
Delhi blasts, the 2006 Varanasi 
attack, and the 2006 Mumbai 
train bombings, Nadda said 
there was no pressure put on 
Pakistan at the time.

"Even after the 2008 Jaipur 
bomb blasts by Indian Muja-
hideen, the Indian and Paki-
stani governments agreed on 
confidence-building P-06

     Operation Shivshakti

Army, Police Kill 2 Terrorists 
In Poonch, Foil Infiltration Bid

YOGESH

JAMMU: Army in close coor-
dination with Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Wednesday 
foiled an infiltration bid in 
Poonch sector by killing two 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terror-
ists near the Line of  Control.

Officials said that opera-
tion codenamed ‘Operation 
Shivshakti’ was carried out 
with precision by the alert sol-
diers of  White Knight Corps, 
in close coordination with the 
J&K Police

Jammu based defence 
spokesperson, Lt Col Suneel 
Bartwal in a statement said, 
“In a coordinated counter-
terrorism operation, troops 
of  Indian Army launched 
‘Operation ShivShakti’ in the 
Poonch Sector, J&K, during 
early hours of  30 July 25.”

“The operation was based 
on credible intelligence 
inputs acquired by synergistic 
and synchronised intelligence 
coordination by military and 
civil intelligence units in con-
cert with J&K Police regard-
ing the presence of  terrorists 
in the area. Acting swiftly on 
the inputs, the security forces 
laid coordinated ambushes 

on the appreciated infiltra-
tion routes. A fierce gunfight 
ensued between the security 
forces and terrorists along the 
Line of  Control in the early 
morning hours of  July 30, 
leading to the neutralisation 
of  two terrorists and recovery 
of  large quantity of  war like 
stores,” he added.

Lt Colonel Bartwal said, 

“The swift, coordinated and 
decisive action by security 
forces prevented any collat-
eral damage and ensured the 
safety of  local population.”

The PRO said recovered 
war like stores include two 
assault rifles with ammuni-
tion, one pistol with ammu-
nition, hand grenades, two 
Improvised explosive devices, 
medicines, communication 
device and other P-06

“ THE SWIFT, 
coordinated and 
decisive action by 

security forces prevented 
any collateral damage 
and ensured the safety of 
local population.”

Amarnath Yatra Suspended, 
No Convoy To Move From 
Jammu Today

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

SRINAGAR: Authorities 
on Wednesday suspended 
the Amarnath Yatra on both 
Pahalgam and Baltal routes 
due to inclement weather 
conditions and announced 
that no yatra convoy will 
move from Jammu base 
camp today.

"Shri Amarnathji Yatra 
has been suspended for 
30.07.2025 from both Pahal-
gam and Baltal base camps," 
Department of  Information 
and Public Relations (DIPR), 
Jammu and Kashmir, posted 
on its X handle.

The DIPR quoting Divi-
sional Commissioner, Kash-
mir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri 
said that due to heavy rains 

since early morning on 
Wednesday, the yatra has not 
been allowed on the tracks 
from Baltal and Nunwan/
Chandanwari base camps.

"Due to the heavy rains in 
the yatra area, the movement 
of  pilgrims from base camps 
has been affected. Therefore, 
it has been decided that no 
convoy movement shall be 
allowed towards the base 
camps Baltal and Nunwan 
from Bhagwati Nagar 
Jammu on 31 July 2025," the 
DIPR said.

Pertinently, over 3.93 lakh 
pilgrims have paid obeisance 
at the Holy Cave Shrine since 
July 3, when the pilgrimage 
commenced. The Yatra is set 
to conclude on August 9.

The flow of  the P-06
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR HANDICRAFTS BANDIPORA
adhandicraftsbpr@gmail.com

TENTATIVE SELECTION LIST
As recommended by Interview Selection Committee Constituted vide this office No. ADH/BPR/Estt/150-53 Dated 25.06.2025, No. ADH/
BPR/Estt/172-75 Dated 07.07.2025 & No. ADH/BPR/Estt/202-206 Dated 17.07.2025 as per the merit list submitted by it vide No. HD/HTO/
Bpr/46 Dated 23.07.2025, Sanction is hereby accorded to the selection of following candidates as Craft Instructors on temporary basis for a 
period of six months for the training centers being established under PMAGY in terms of District Development Commissioner Bandipora’s Order 
no. 406/DDC/Bpr of 2023 Dated 11.10.2023 followed by go ahead vide no. DDCB/Plg/2025-26/5034 dated 05.05.2025 and instructions 
issued during meeting dated 21.06.2025:–

S. No Name of the candidate with parentage & Address Name of Training Centre with craft & location Period/Tenure of engagement

1 Nuzhat Assad D/O Mohd Abdullah Mir R/O Barzulla Panzigam Cutting & Tailoring Training Centre Chandaji Bandipora Six Months

2 Parveena Bano D/O Habibullah Hajam R/O Wanpora Badwan Zari Embroidery Training Centre Buglinder Gurez Six Months

3 Asmat Jan D/O Gh Mohd Parray R/O Vijpara Hajin Sozni Embroidery Training Centre Badugam Six Months

4 Dilshada Begum W/O Mohd Tasleem Bhat R/O Kanzalwan Gurez Gabba Embroidery Training Centre Journiyal Six Months

5 Lubna Abdulla D/O Mohd Abdulla Lone R/O Bagtore Gurez Gabba Embroidery Training Centre Gulshanpora Bagtore Six Months

6 Mohd Afzal Lone S/O Jumma Lone R/O Dangithal Purana Tulail Ari Staple Embroidery Training Centre Barnie Six Months

7 Shazia Bano D/O Ab Rehman Dar R/O Dawar Gurez Ari Staple Embroidery Training Centre Baduab Six Months

The engagement will be subject to the following terms and conditions:-
1. The Candidates shall submit an undertaking duly signed before the first class magistrate to the effect that:-
a.  They shall maintain punctuality, discipline and complete the assignment without leaving midway
b.  They shall not claim any form of permanent absorption or continuation in the department post-assignment
c.  They shall claim remuneration/honorarium only subject to availability of funds & regular monthly attendance.
d.  The Qualification & Experience Certificate produced by them are valid & genuine.
2. The candidate shall be allowed to work only on the production of Original Qualification & Experience certificates. In case the certificates 

are found fake, his/her engagement shall be treated as cancelled without any further notice.
3. The craft instructors will be paid a honorarium of Rs. 18000/= only per month per head in lump sum.
4. The engagement will automatically come to an end with the termination/completion of Training Course.
5. The Craft Instructors will be responsible to impart training to the trainees on daily basis excepting permitted holidays and shall train 

them fully in respective craft during the course.
6. The Craft Instructor shall not leave the job half way and in the event anyone does so he/she shall have to refund the entire wages 

received by him/her with penalty to be fixed accordingly.
Note:- The Merit list is appended with this order for information of all concerned. Objections, if any, may be submitted within five days from the 
publication of this notice. No claim, whatsoever, shall be entertained after it.
No. ADH/BPR/Estt./…214-19  Assistant Director Handicrafts
Dated:- 28-07-2025 Bandipora

CRAFT WISE MERIT LIST
CUTTING AND TAILORING

S.No Applicant Practical test Experience Qual. Interview Total marks
1 Nuzhat Assad D/O Mohd Abdullah Mir R/O Barzulla Panzigam 30 12 20 8.25 70.25
2 Rubeena Bano D/O Gowhar Ahmad Tantray R/O Dharmham Mantrigam 30 10 20 8.25 68.25
3 Shagufta Shafi W/O Iqbal Ahmad Kumar R/O Ayathmulla Bandipora 25 10 20 8.25 63.25
4 Manzoor Ahmad Darzi S/O Abdul Gaffar Darzi R/O Vijipara Hajin 35 12 NA 7.75 54.75
5 Ishrat Jan W/O Syed Asan Ul Haq R/O Malangam Aloosa 30 10 5 6.25 51.25
6 Mudasir Ahmad Bhat S/O Bashir Ahmad Bhat R/O Argam Bandipora 15 18 5 6.5 44.5
7 Aamina Assad W/O Mohd Abdullah Mir R/O Barzulla Panzigam 5 12 20 7.5 44.5
8 Nusrat Reyaz D/O Reyaz Ahmad Mir R/O Ward No. 03 Plan Bandipora 20 10 5 5.75 40.75
9 Tabsum Shakeel D/O Shakeel Ahmad Bhat R/O Pazalpora 5 10 5 6.5 26.5

10 Shazia Bano D/O Mohd Israil Turk R/O Chandaji 5 10 NA 6.5 21.5
11 Tabasum Mushtaq D/O Mushtaq Ahmad Mir R/O Ward No. 4 Bandipora 5 10 NA ABSENT 15

ZARI
S.No Applicant Practical test Experience Qual. Interview Total marks

1 Parveena Bano D/O Habibullah Hajam R/O Wanpora Badwan 25 10 15 7 57
2 Javid Ahmad Dar S/O Ab.Ahad Dar R/O Khanpora Gandrebal 30 NA 20 5.25 55.25
3 Ab Rashid Ganie S/O Lt. Ab Rahim Ganie R/O Wakura Ganderbal 35 10 NA 7.75 52.75

SOZNI
S.No Applicant Practical test Experience Qual. Interview Total marks

1 Asmat Jan D/O Gh Mohd Parray R/O Vijipara Hajin 30 12 20 6.5 68.5
2 Ulfat Nazir S/O Nazir Ahmad Lone R/O Saradabab tulail 40 NA 15 9 64
3 Mehak Manzoor S/O Manzoor Ahmad Darzi R/O Vijipara Hajin 15 10 15 5.25 45.25
4 Zeenat Manzoor D/O Manzoor Ahmad Darzi R/O Vijipara Hajin 15 10 15 5 45

GABBA
S.No Applicant Practical test Experience Qual. Interview Total marks

1 Dilshada Begum W/O Mohd Tasleem Bhat R/O Kanzalwan Gurez 45 16 5 5.25 71.25
2 Lubna Abdulla D/O Mohd Abdulla Lone R/O Bagtore Gurez 40 10 15 5.25 70.25
3 Sakeena Rahman D/O Ab Rahman Bhat R/O Gulshanpora Bagtore 30 10 20 8 68
4 Gulshan Bano D/O Gh Nabi Lone R/O Shahpora Achoora 25 20 10 6 61
5 Shaheena Bashir W/O Asif Amin Baba R/O Kanzalwan Nail 20 10 15 5.25 50.25
6 Saima Feroz D/O Feroz Ahmad Chopan R/O Gulshanpora Gurez 10 10 15 4.75 39.75

ARI STAPPLE
S.No Application Practical test Experience Qual. Interview Total marks

1 Mohd Afzal Lone S/O Jumma Lone R/O Dangithal Purana Tulail 40 18 NA 8.75 66.75
2 Shazia Bano D/O Ab Rehman Dar R/O Dawar Gurez 30 10 15 7 62
3 Hafeeza Begum W/O Javid Ahmad Ganie R/O Chatty-Banday 40 10 NA 6.25 56.25
4 Fatima Begum W/O Gh Rasool Lone R/O Purana Tulail 35 12 NA 7.75 54.75
5 Tabasum Nisa D/O Mohd Munwar Mir R/O Mastankhopi Bandipora 20 NA 10 6 36
6 Rehana Rahi D/O Imtiyaz Ahmad Magrey R/O Dawar Gurez 10 10 NA ABSENT 20

DIPK-4505-25 Sd/-
DT: 30/07/2025 Assistant Director Handicrafts
 Bandipora

DC Budgam visits PHC 
Soibugh, assess Healthcare 
Services,  infrastructure

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Budgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
Wednesday conducted an 
extensive visit to the Pri-
mary Health Centre (PHC) 
Soibugh to assess the 
availability and quality of  
healthcare facilities.

During the visit, DC 
undertook a detailed 
inspection of  the infra-
structure, ongoing opera-
tions, availability of  essen-
tial medical equipment, 
staff  strength, and stock 
position of  medicines at 
the facility.

He interacted with hos-
pital staff  and patients to 
understand ground-level 
challenges and service 
delivery gaps.

Dr Bilal emphasised 
the crucial role of  PHCs 
in delivering timely and 
accessible healthcare to 
people, particularly in 
semi-urban and rural 
areas like Soibugh. He said 

PHCs are the first point of  
contact for the public with 
the health system and 
strengthening them is a 
key towards ensuring qual-
ity healthcare for all.

DC directed the Chief  
Medical Officer (CMO) 
Budgam to promptly assess 
and submit a proposal for 
all necessary works and 
interventions required to 
improve the functioning of  
PHC Soibugh.

This includes augmen-
tation of  essential medical 
infrastructure, addressing 
staff  shortages, and ensur-
ing regular supply of  medi-
cines and diagnostics.

He also laid emphasis 
on maintaining cleanliness 
and hygiene in and around 
the hospital premises, 
improving patient care 
and grievance redressal 
mechanisms, ensuring 
uninterrupted power and 

water supply, enhancing 
maternity and emergency 
care facilities.

DC assured that all fea-
sible support from the dis-
trict administration will be 
extended to uplift the stan-
dard of  healthcare delivery 
at the PHC.

He was accompanied by 
CMO Budgam, BMO Soi-
bugh, and other concerned 
health officials during the 
visit.

Yasub Wani, Mohammad 
Numan Clinch RSGC Four Ball 
Best Ball Golf Tournament

DC Kulgam flags-off 
Beekeepers' exposure tour

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Royal 
Springs Golf  Course 
(RSGC) witnessed an 
exhilarating finish to 
its Four Ball Best Ball 
Golf  Tournament 2025 
(Partners by Draw) as 
Mr. Yasub Wani and Mr. 
Mohammad Numan 
Bedar emerged champi-
ons after a nail-biting final 
against Dr. Arsheed Iqbal 
and Mr. Sheikh M. Yasin 
(Babloo). The thrilling 
contest extended beyond 
18 holes, with the winning 
duo securing victory in a 
sudden-death playoff.

The tour nament, 
played over five rounds 
on a Match Play Knockout 
basis, featured 52 top golf-

ers from the club. A total of  
41 matches were contested, 
with several going down to 
the wire and being decided 
in sudden-death playoffs, 
highlighting the intense 
competition and camara-
derie among participants.

The RSGC Secretary 
and Tournament Commit-
tee congratulated Wani 
and Bedar for their excep-
tional teamwork, resil-
ience, and sportsmanship. 
They also thanked all par-
ticipants for their spirited 
performances, which made 
the event a grand success.

The championship 
concluded on a high note, 
further cementing RSGC’s 
reputation as a premier 
destination for competitive 
golf  in the region.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: To promote 
apiculture and strengthen 
agriculture-based liveli-
hoods, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan Wednesday 
flagged-off  a group of  25 
beekeepers for a one-day 
exposure tour to Lalmandi, 
Srinagar.

The tour is part of  a 
7-day training programme 
being conducted under the 
National Beekeeping and 
Honey Mission (NBHM).

Organized under the 
centrally sponsored NBHM 
scheme, the tour aims to 
provide practical exposure 
to the participants. During 
the visit, beekeepers will be 
taken to a Honey Processing 
and Quality Control Lab, 
where they will gain hands-
on insights into modern 
techniques of  honey extrac-

tion, processing, branding, 
and marketing.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC emphasized the 
importance of  such expo-
sure visits in upgrading 
the skills and knowledge 
of  local entrepreneurs, 
especially those involved 
in rural and agri-allied sec-
tors. He stressed that such 
initiatives play a pivotal role 
in transforming agriculture 
into a more profitable and 
sustainable venture.

On the sidelines of  the 
event, two motorized vend-
ing carts were also distrib-
uted to beneficiaries under 
the UT Capex Budget. 
These carts are intended 
to aid the marketing and 
sale of  vegetables in urban 
and semi-urban areas of  
the district, thereby offer-
ing a sustainable income-
generating opportunity for 
the recipients.

DC Kulgam flags-off a group 
of 54 progressive orchardists 
to SKUAST-K

DLSA Budgam convenes 
review meeting of Legal Aid 
Defence Counsels

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: In a significant 
step towards empower-
ing farmers with modern 
horticultural practices, 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kulgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan Wednesday flagged-
off  a group of  54 progres-
sive orchardists from 
Mini-Secretariat Kulgam 
to SKUAST-K (Sher-e-
Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology - Kashmir) as 
part of  a Capacity Build-
ing Programme under 
the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP).

The tour has been orga-
nized by the Chief  Horti-
culture Officer, Kulgam.

Before flagging-off  the 
group, DC interacted with 
the orchardists and urged 
them to take full advan-
tage of  the exposure visit 
by actively engaging with 
experts and adopting 
innovative horticultural 
practices.

He emphasized that 
such initiatives are vital 
for enhancing productiv-

ity, improving quality, 
and ensuring sustainable 
income for farming com-
munities.

It was informed during 
the tour that the orchard-
ists will engage in interac-
tive sessions with scien-
tists at SKUAST-K, where 
they will learn about tech-
nological interventions 
and innovations in horti-
culture.

They will also witness 
practical demonstrations 
on the establishment and 
management of  orchards, 
with a special focus on 
High-Density Plantation 
techniques.

This initiative aims 
to equip farmers with 
the knowledge and skills 
required for sustainable 
and high-yield horticul-
tural practices, ultimately 
enhancing productivity 
and income generation in 
the sector.

Present on the occasion 
were ACR, Riyaz Ahmad 
Shah, Chief  Horticul-
ture Officer, Mohammad 
Ramzan, Chief  Agriculture 
Officer, Farooq Ahmad and 
other officers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) 
Budgam Wednesday orga-
nized a review meeting 
of  all Legal Aid Defence 
Counsels (LADCs) of  
Budgam at the office cham-
ber of  the Secretary, DLSA 
Budgam.

Nusrat Ali Hakak, Secre-
tary DLSA Budgam chaired 
the meeting to assess the 
performance of  the Legal 
Aid Defence Counsels and 
to ensure that they are 
meeting the standards of  
service delivery.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Lateef  Ahmad Khan 
(Chief  Legal Aid Defence 
Counsel), Javaid Ahmad 
Mir and Nazeer Ahmad 
Wagay (Deputy Legal Aid 
Defence Counsels), as well 
as Assistant Legal Aid 
Defence Counsels.

During the meeting, the 
counsels shared their expe-
riences; highlighted chal-

lenges faced in the field, 
and offered constructive 
suggestions for enhanc-
ing the delivery of  legal 
aid services. Key points 
of  discussion included 
ensuring quality legal rep-
resentation, expediting the 
disposal of  pending cases, 
and improving coordina-
tion among the counsels 
to strengthen access to 
justice.

S e c r e t a r y  D L S A 
stressed the importance of  
providing efficient, acces-
sible, and high-quality 
legal aid services. She reaf-
firmed the commitment of  
DLSA Budgam to deliver-
ing free and effective legal 
assistance to the under-
privileged and marginal-
ized sections of  society.

The meeting concluded 
with a shared resolve to 
further streamline legal 
aid mechanisms and 
improve the overall effi-
ciency of  legal service 
delivery in the district.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan

CU-DIPR organises play on 
drug abuse awareness at 
GHSS Rawalpora

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan

Stage show on drug abuse 
awareness held at IHM, Rajbagh

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: As part of  
the ongoing Nasha Mukt 
J&K Abhiyan, Cultural 
Unit Srinagar of  the 
Department of  Informa-
tion & Public Relations 
(DIPR), in collaboration 
with Government Higher 
Secondary School (GHSS) 
Rawalpora, Wednesday 
organized a play to raise 
awareness on drug abuse.

The event aimed to 
address the rising menace 
of  substance addiction 
among youth.

A local artist group 
delivered a gripping per-
formance that portrayed 

the devastating impact of  
drug abuse on individu-
als, families, and society, 
leaving a deep emotional 
imprint on the students 
and staff.

Principal of  the school, 
Shafiqa underlined the criti-
cal role of  education and 
awareness in combating 
the growing threat of  drugs.

Burhan Hussain, Cul-
tural Officer, DIPR, com-
mended the performers 
and reiterated the impor-
tance of  using cultural 
mediums like drama and 
storytelling to awaken 
young minds and foster 
a collective stand against 
drug abuse.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: As part of  the 
Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan, 
Cultural Unit Srinagar of  
the Department of  Infor-
mation & Public Relations 
(DIPR), in collaboration 
with the Institute of  Hotel 
Management, Rajbagh Sri-
nagar, organized a stage 
show based on the theme 
of  drug abuse awareness.

The event was held in 
the auditorium of  the Insti-
tute, where a group of  local 
theatre artists delivered a 
moving performance high-
lighting the devastating 
impact of  substance abuse 
on individuals and society.

Audience, especially 
students, responded with 

deep appreciation and 
expressed their desire for 
more such meaningful ini-
tiatives.

Nirmata Kumari, Prin-
cipal of  the Institute, 
stressed the importance 
of  addressing such critical 
issues through creative 
mediums.

Burhan Hussain, Cul-
tural Officer, emphasized 
the transformative power 
of  theatre in fostering 
awareness and social 
responsibility.

The programme con-
cluded with a power-
ful pledge by students 
and staff  to stand united 
against drug abuse and 
promote a healthy, con-
scious society.
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TRAFFIC POLICE HEADQUARTERS, 
J&K, JAMMU/SRINAGAR 

1.  From 29-07-2025, 1600 hrs. to 30-07-2025, 1600 hrs., there was slow movement observed on NH-44 due to breakdown of 03 HMVs, single lane traffic at Nashri-Dalwas and between 
Marog & Kishtwri Pather.

2.  Commuters belonging to Reasi, Katra, Udhampur, Patnitop, Doda and Ramban town are requested to keep their photo ID card to prove their identification after cut off timing from Jammu/
Udhampur so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly. 

3.  Passengers/LMVs operators are advised to undertake journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW during day time due to apprehension of shooting stones between Ramban and Banihal. 
4.  Goods carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable/live stock are advised to load their vehicle as per advisory issued by Traffic Police Headquarters time to time as there is single 

lane traffic and poor condition of road at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwari Pather on Jammu Srinagar NHW. 
5.  Fruit growers/ Load carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable from Valley towards Jammu are advised to load and park their vehicle timely (every morning before 9.00 am at 

designated place between NAVYUG Tunnel and Levdoora) so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.
6.  HMVs Operators/Owners are requested to desist from overloading and carry sufficient fuel during journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. It is further requested that vehicle owners must double 

check the fitness of their vehicles and carry sufficient fuel before undertaking journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. 
7.  HMVs with only 06 and 10 tyres shall be allowed to ply through Dhar road.
8.  Commuters are advised to avoid unnecessary haltage between Ramban and Banihal especially near landslide/shooting stone area.

 TRAFFIC PLAN & ADVISORY FOR 31-07-2025:- 
 Subject to fair weather and better road conditions SANJY Convoy /LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) viz from Jammu towards 

Srinagar and vice-versa. However, HMVs shall be allowed on alternate days. TCU Jammu/Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing this traffic.

 SHRI AMAR NATH JI YATRA 2025 
Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 27-06-2025

 CUT OFF TIMINGS FOR LMVs/PASSENGER/PRIVATE CARs: - 
To be released from:-
• Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar: from 0600 hrs. to 1200 hrs.
• Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar: from 0700 hrs to 1300 hrs &
• Qazigund towards Jammu: from 1130 hrs to 1400 hrs. 
TCU Jammu and TCU Srinagar will inform all concerned about the traffic advisory and cut off timings.  No vehicle shall be allowed to move before and after cut off timings.

 HMVs/Load Carriers:- 
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions, HMVs shall be allowed from NAVYUG Tunnel (Qazigund side) towards Jammu after assessing the road and traffic situation on NH-44 and no 

HMV shall be allowed after 1900 hrs . TCU Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the HMVs. 
 Moreover, in view of ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025, to provide hassle free movement of trucks carrying fresh/perishable goods on NH-44. UT administration has decided, all tankers of 

Petrol, Diesel, LPG bulk gas, all  trucks carrying empty LPG Cylinders; all empty vehicles of FCI; any other vehicle loaded/empty upto 10-tyres shall use only Mughal Road while returning to 
Jammu, as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025 

SHRI BUDHA AMARNATH JI YATRA-2025 
Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 26-07-2025

Kishtwar- Sinthan- Anantnag NH-244:- 
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from NHIDCL,  LMVs/HPSVs shall be allowed from both sides viz from Anantnag towards Kishtwar and vice- versa on 

Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road. These vehicles shall be allowed from PP Parana towards Anantnag from 0800 hrs to 1600 hrs and from PP Daksum towards Kishtwar from 0900 hrs. to 
1500 hrs. No HMV other than designated HPSVs shall be allowed  as per order issued by SDM Chhatroo vide No. SDM/C/2025-26/146-53 dated 16-05-2025 and SDM Kokernag vide No. SDM/
KNG/665-71 dated 16-05-2025.   

 SSG ROAD  
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, (after getting green signal from the BRO) traffic movement shall be allowed on regulated manner on Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari road. LMVs 

followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Minamarg towards Srinagar at 0500 hrs. to 1000 hrs. Similarly, LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards Kargil at 1130 hrs 
to 1730 hrs . No vehicle shall be allowed after cut off timing. 

SFs Convoy, plying from Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan their movement in such a manner so that Yatra convoys (both UP and DOWN) don't get disturbed.
 Mughal Road:- 

Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from Road maintenance agencies (GREF). LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Mughal 
road viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa via Poonch. However, HMVs (upto ten tyres only) shall be allowed from Shopian towards Poonch. These vehicles shall be allowed from 
Behramgala (Baffliaz) and Herpora (Shopian) at 0700 hrs. upto 1800 hrs. as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025.

 ADVISORY :- 
People are advised to undertake journey only after confirming status of the road from Traffic control units as under:-  
• Jammu (0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103)
• Srinagar (0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103)
• Ramban (9419993745, 1800-180-7043)
• Udhampur (8491928625) 
• PCR Kishtwar  (9906154100) 
• PCR Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331)

DIPK-4538-25
DT: 30/07/2025

Over 13.6 million mobile numbers 
disconnected to curb telecom 
fraud: Union Min Scindia

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister of  Communications, 
Jyotiraditya M Scindia on 
Wednesday said that the 
government has discon-
nected over 13.6 Million 
mobile numbers to curb 
the telecom fraud.

Scinidia while respond-
ing to the questions of  the 
Members of  Parliament, 
informed the Lok Sabha 
that the government has 
addressed key concerns 
related to telecom frauds.

Outlining the govern-
ment’s ongoing efforts to 
enhance prevention of  
cyber frauds, the Union 
Minister informed the 
House in a major nation-
wide push to curb cyber 
fraud and protect citizens 
from digital threats, the 
Government of  India has 
rolled out a series of  deci-
sive, tech-enabled mea-
sures under the Depart-
ment of  Telecommunica-
tions (DoT), in close coor-
dination with the Ministry 
of  Home Affairs. “As part 
of  this initiative, a Digital 
Intelligence Platform has 
been developed, bringing 
together 620 institutions 
including 570 banks, 36 
state police forces, inves-
tigative agencies, and tele-
com service providers, to 
jointly tackle fraud in real-
time. The platform enables 
integrated action against 
scammers and cyber crimi-
nals who misuse telecom 
infrastructure to deceive 
citizens,” he said.

The Minister said that 
to further involve the 
public in this mission, 
the Government launched 
the Sanchar Saathi portal 
on May 16, 2023, which 
has since registered over 
15.5 crore hits, indicating 
strong public awareness 
and participation. “Build-
ing on this success, the 
Sanchar Saathi mobile app 
was launched on January 

17, 2025, for both Android 
and iOS, and has received 
over 44 lakh downloads,” 
he said, adding, “Through 
the combined inputs of  
these platforms, DoT has 
blocked 5.5 lakh handsets, 
and deactivated 20,000 bulk 
SMS senders. Nearly 24 
lakh WhatsApp accounts 
involved in suspicious 
activities have also been 
disengaged.”

“A key feature intro-
duced is the Know Your 
Mobile Connections ser-
vice, which allows users 
to check all numbers 
issued under their name 
and report any unauthor-
ized connections. This has 
resulted in the discon-
nection of  1.36 crore such 
numbers.

“The Government has 
also deployed artificial 
intelligence tools, nota-
bly the ASTR system, to 
automatically detect and 
eliminate fake mobile 
numbers—leading to the 
disconnection of  an addi-
tional 82 lakh such connec-
tions addressing the seri-
ous issue of  international 
spoof  calls, where foreign 
numbers appear as Indian 
calls, the DoT introduced a 
centralized software solu-
tion under the Internation-
al Incoming Spoof  Calls 
Prevention. On the very 
first day, 1.35 crore such 
spoof  calls were blocked, 
and ongoing efforts have 
brought down such inci-
dents by 97 percent. Today, 

only about three lakh spoof  
calls are being detected 
daily, compared to the ear-
lier massive volumes. Tele-
com operators have also 
been mandated to display 
"International Call" alerts 
on all such incoming num-
bers for greater user trans-
parency,” he said.

The Minister said, “In 
a significant technological 
leap, the Fraud Risk Indica-
tor (FRI) system was intro-
duced to assess user risk 
levels—Very High, High, 
or Medium—based on 
banking and transaction 
behaviour. This risk data 
is shared with banks in real 
time, helping them prevent 
suspicious transactions. 
Over 3.7 lakh individuals 
have been flagged under 
these categories, lead-
ing to the prevention of  
more than 3.04 lakh debit/
credit instructions and the 
freezing of  1.55 lakh bank 
accounts. Recognizing the 
system’s effectiveness, the 
Reserve Bank of  India has 
instructed all banks to 
integrate FRI into their 
internal systems.”

“Additionally, the 
DoT has taken firm steps 
against misuse of  Indian 
SIMs operating from 
Southeast Asian countries. 
Over 26 lakh such roaming 
mobile connections have 
been disconnected, and 
around 1.3 lakh devices 
used in such scams have 
been blocked. These ongo-
ing efforts signal the Gov-

ernment’s strong commit-
ment to protecting citizens, 
securing telecom networks, 
and building a digitally 
secure India. Citizens are 
encouraged to remain 
vigilant and make full use 
of  tools like the Sanchar 
Saathi portal and app to 
report suspicious activi-
ties, check their mobile 
connections, and help build 
a fraud-free digital ecosys-
tem,” the Minister said.

Regarding the perfor-
mance of  public sector 
telecom undertakings, the 
Minister noted that BSNL 
has seen a rise in its sub-
scriber base, increasing 
from 8.55 crore to 9.1 crore 
over the past fiscal year. 
This recovery is supported 
by a ₹3.22 lakh crore revival 
package sanctioned over 
the last three years. To 
ensure accountability and 
results, each of  BSNL’s 
32 telecom circles is now 
developing its own busi-
ness plan under a decen-
tralised strategy. The Min-
istry has also conducted a 
12-hour Strategy and Busi-
ness Development Session 
2025-26 with all Chief  Gen-
eral Managers, a first in the 
sector’s history.

The Union Minister 
also highlighted India’s 
successful development of  
an indigenous 4G technol-
ogy stack. The core soft-
ware for this system has 
been developed by C-DoT, 
a public sector organ-
isation, while the radio 
access network hardware 
is being manufactured by 
Tejas Networks. System 
integration is being han-
dled by TCS. Out of  95,000 
towers sanctioned for 
rollout, 75,000 are already 
operational, with ₹20,000 
crore in capital expen-
diture already invested. 
BSNL’s 4G services are 
now live and being opti-
mized, with a transition to 
5G planned in the coming 
phase—(KNO)

CS emphasizes leveraging PMGS 

portal for data-driven development
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Wednes-
day convened a meeting of  
the concerned Administra-
tive Secretaries to review 
the layers integrated into 
the PM Gati Shakti (PMGS) 
portal and explore its 
potential in facilitating 
the holistic infrastructure 
planning and development 
across J&K.

During the meeting, the 
Chief  Secretary under-
scored the significance of  
utilizing the PMGS portal 
as a unified digital platform 
for preparation of  Detailed 
Project Reports (DPRs), 
particularly for infrastruc-
ture-related projects such 
as roads and connectivity. 
He directed the concerned 
departments to proactively 
integrate their planning 
processes with the PMGS 
framework for synchro-
nized and data-driven 
development across the UT.

A key highlight of  the 
meeting was the emphasis 
on building a digital land 
bank.

The Chief  Secretary 
called for uploading of  land 
parcel data already identi-
fied and digitized by the GIS 
wing of  the Forest Depart-
ment onto the portal. This, 
he noted, would enable var-
ious departments to make 
optimal use of  available 
land resources for future 
developmental initiatives.

Recognizing the broader 
utility of  the PMGS portal, 
the Chief  Secretary also 
directed that it be used 
to map and analyze key 
social sector indicators 
including those related to 
health, education, power 
and water supply to enable 
more targeted interven-
tions. He cited examples 
such as TB prevalence, 
anaemia rates, female lit-
eracy, school dropout rates 
and other sector-specific 
parameters that could ben-
efit from data-backed moni-
toring and interventions. 
The portal, he stressed, 
should evolve as a critical 
tool in improving the ser-
vice delivery and achieving 
developmental outcomes in 
real terms.

Moreover, Chief  Secre-
tary emphasized the need 
to map disaster-prone 
zones, including flood, 
landslide and avalanche-
vulnerable areas within 
the UT using the portal. 
This would strengthen the 

disaster preparedness and 
planning capabilities by 
enabling evidence-based 
resource allocation and 
response planning, he 
added.

The Department of  
Industries & Commerce 
gave a detailed presenta-
tion during the meeting, 
showcasing numerous 
examples where PMGS 
portal data had been effec-
tively utilized to aid deci-
sion-making and enhance 
ease of  living. They dem-
onstrated cross-sectoral 
use cases spanning Agri-
culture, Planning and 
Industrial Development, 
highlighting the platform’s 
potential to foster integrat-
ed governance.

Later, the Chief  Sec-
retary chaired a review 
meeting of  the Industries 
& Commerce Department 
to review implementation 
of  the Raising and Acceler-
ating MSME Performance 
(RAMP) scheme in the UT.

During the session, 

Chief  Secretary  took note 
of  the department’s efforts 
in formalizing MSMEs, 
enhancing Udyam portal 
registrations and under-
taking capacity building 
initiatives for unit holders. 
He also reviewed the con-
duct of  Buyer-Seller meets, 
progress on skilling and 
management programmes 
and the general outreach 
to stakeholders under the 
scheme.

Stressing the impor-
tance of  a robust decision 
support system, the Chief  
Secretary called for imme-
diate API-level integra-
tion of  critical databases, 
including those of  financial 
institutions, power utili-
ties, EPFO, GST and the 
Udyam portal.

Such integrations, he 
said, are vital for accurate 
diagnosis and referral of  
cases to the MSME Health 
Clinic, which is envisioned 
to act as a catalyst in the 
revival and handholding of  
sick units across J&K.

J&K amends prison manual to 

safeguards rights of disabled inmates
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant development, J&K's 
Home Department has 
amended the Union Terri-
tory’s Prison Manual- 2022 
to safeguard the rights of  
prisoners with disabilities.

In a notification, J&K 
administration has amend-
ed the Prison Manual to 
improve the treatment and 
care of  prisoners with dis-
abilities.

These amendments have 
been incorporated in the 
prison manual after J&K 

LG directed UT’s Home 
department to do so.

According to the noti-
fication, prisoners with 
disabilities should not 
be discriminated on the 
grounds of  disability and 
are entitled to equality, dig-
nity, and respect.

“No prisoner shall be 
discriminated on grounds 
of  disability. All prison-
ers with disability shall be 
entitled to equality, dignity 
and respect for their integ-
rity on an equal basis with 
others,” reads the notifica-
tion.

The amendments pro-
vide that all prison infra-
structure should be made 
accessible to prisoners with 
disabilities, in accordance 
with the Accessibility Stan-
dards and Guidelines noti-
fied by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA).

“Prisoners with disabil-
ities should be provided 
with appropriate health-
care services, including 
psychiatric and psycho-
logical services, as well 
as access to rehabilitation 
programs and therapies,” 
it states.

As per the amend-
ments, all incoming pris-
oners shall be screened for 
disabilities at the time of  
admission.

“Relevant  prison 
records should reflect their 
specific needs to ensure 
suitable accommodations 
and assistance,” the notifi-
cation adds.

It further states that 
prison staff  should under-
go regular training to sen-
sitize them to the needs of  
prisoners with disabilities 
and to handle them appro-
priately—(KNO)

Sufi Roots, Social Change

Arif Naqshbandi Earns National 
and Global Accolades

High-density apple farming 
brings rich dividends to 
growers in Kashmir

ZUBAIR QURESHI

SRINAGAR: Youth of  
Jammu and Kashmir con-
tinue to demonstrate their 
potential when given the 
opportunity. Among them 
is Mohammad Arif  Naqsh-
bandi, who has earned rec-
ognition in society through 
consistent effort and com-
mitment. His work, rooted 
in community welfare 
and social activism, is 
now being acknowledged 
beyond local circles. 
With ties to a Sufi family, 
Naqshbandi’s dedication 
to public service reflects a 
tradition of  spiritual and 
social responsibility.

M o h a m m a d  A r i f  
Naqshbandi was 19 when 
he decided he wouldn’t 
wait for change, he would 
create it himself.

“I started from a very 
young age, and only for 
sawab (divine reward),” 
says the now 29-year-old 
activist. For the past decade, 
Naqshbandi has worked in 
the shadows organizing, 
educating, and advocating 
in one of  India’s most chal-
lenging regions.

Born and raised in Kup-
wara, a remote district 
of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
Mohammad Arif  Naqsh-
bandi has spent the last 
decade working quietly 
but consistently for the 
betterment of  his people. 
A postgraduate in Politi-
cal Science from the Uni-
versity of  Kashmir and a 
second master’s degree 

holder in Public Admin-
istration from IGNOU, he 
chose a path few tread in a 
region often defined by its 
hardships.

“I was deeply affected 
by the condition of  our 
society,” Naqshbandi says. 
“Love for humanity is what 
drew me in. I could not 
stand by and do nothing.”

Over the years, Moham-
mad Arif  has worked 
across a wide range of  
social causes,  human 
rights, education, envi-
ronmental awareness, 
women’s empowerment, 
and youth mobilization. 
What stands out is not the 
scale, but the sincerity of  
his efforts, often carried 
out at the community level 
with limited resources but 
a deep sense of  purpose.

His contributions have 
not gone unnoticed. This 
year, Mohammad Arif  
Naqshbandi was honored 
with the Uttam Bharat 
Puraskar and the Global 
Human Rights Award 
(GHRT) a recognition he 
calls “not mine alone, but 
a tribute to every person 
in our society striving for 
change.”

Belonging to a family 
with a strong Sufi lineage, 
Naqshbandi attributes 
much of  his moral ground-
ing to his upbringing. “My 
uncle, Miyan Mohammad 
Maqbool Naqshbandi, was 
a man of  vision and heart. 
He has been a constant 
source of  inspiration for 
me,” he shares.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The apple 
industry in Jammu and 
Kashmir is undergoing 
a quiet revolution with 
high-density apple farm-
ing emerging as a game 
changer. Growers who 
have adopted this modern 
technique are now reap-
ing significant financial 
benefits, prompting wider 
interest and investment in 
the sector.

Farmers from various 
districts of  the Kashmir 
Valley said that high-den-
sity apple cultivation has 
dramatically improved 
their yields and income, 
transforming livelihoods 
in many areas.

Introduced after 2015, 
these new apple varieties 
begin bearing fruit just 
one year after plantation 
and reach full production 
within four to five years—
far quicker than the tradi-
tional varieties that take 
nearly a decade to mature.

Moreover, while con-
ventional apple harvesting 
often takes place in Novem-
ber—making it vulnerable 
to early snowfall and frost—
high-density apples are typi-
cally harvested in July and 
August, avoiding much of  
the seasonal risk.

"We have seen the ben-
efits firsthand," said Javid 
Ahmad, an orchardist from 
Pulwama who has cultivat-
ed high-density apples on 
eight kanals of land. "People 
have started replacing old 
trees with these new variet-
ies. Not only do they require 
less labour and lower input 
costs, but the apples are 
also more uniform in size 
and colour, with superior 
quality."

Among the popular 
high-density varieties now 
cultivated in the region are 

Jeromine, King Roat, Gala 
Scarlet, Red Velox, Scar-
let Spur-II, Super Chief, 
Redlum Gala, and Auvi 
Fuji.

According to growers, 
these apples fetch nearly 
double the market price of  
traditional varieties. High-
density apples are current-
ly selling at Rs 100–140 per 
kilogram, compared to Rs 
50 for conventional types. 
The plants also require 
fewer fertilisers and pesti-
cides, making the method 
more sustainable.

The season has begun, 
and currently, there is 
good demand for high-den-
sity apples, and farmers 
are hopeful that demand 
will go up further in the 
coming days.

"You don’t have to wait 
for decades to see returns," 
said Fayaz Ahmad, anoth-
er grower. "The plants bear 
fruit from the very first 
year, and yields are con-
sistently good."

Seeing the positive out-
comes, the Department of  
Horticulture is pushing for 
expansion.

Officials said that 
approximately 1000 hect-
ares have already been 
brought under high-densi-
ty apple cultivation. Plans 
are in place to expand this 
to 5,500 hectares in the 
coming years.

To incentivise adoption, 
the government is offer-
ing a 50 per cent subsidy 
to orchardists who either 
switch to or begin high-
density farming.

The transformation 
began in September 2015 
when the then Chief  
Minister Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed inaugurated 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
first high-density apple 
orchard at Bamdoora in 
Anantnag district.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Butchers' Blackmail 

Must End

O
nce again, the Valley finds it-
self hostage to an all-too-famil-
iar script—arrogant butchers 
blackmailing both consumers 
and the government under the 

pretext of mutton trade disruptions. This 
recurring pattern of defiance and extortion 
has made the mutton sector one of the most 
contentious in Kashmir's economic and con-
sumer landscape. The worst sufferers are 
the ordinary people, who are left to either 
pay exorbitant prices or go without a staple 
protein in their diet.
This isn't a new crisis. Time and again, butch-
ers have unilaterally hiked prices, refused to 
comply with government-fixed rates, and even 
threatened to shut down supply, knowing well 
the essential place mutton holds in the local 
cuisine and culture. The latest flare-up only 
reinforces the perception that the adminis-
tration is either incapable of, or unwilling to, 
enforce its own rules. The price lists issued by 
authorities are treated more like polite sug-
gestions than binding directives.
What is most disturbing is the brazenness 
with which the trade is conducted. Middle-
men inflate costs under opaque mechanisms; 
retail butchers cite those inflated rates to jus-
tify price gouging; and the government, seem-
ingly caught in a loop of inaction, occasionally 
issues warnings that rarely translate into ef-
fective ground-level enforcement.
Why should the poor suffer because the 
state is reluctant to take on a well-net-
worked cartel? Why is there no transpar-
ent, accountable mechanism for setting 
and enforcing livestock prices? And why 
does consumer protection vanish each 
time this crisis resurfaces?
It's time the government stopped treating 
this issue as a seasonal nuisance. It must 
establish a permanent, empowered task 
force to oversee the livestock trade—from 
procurement to retail—ensuring transpar-
ency, fair pricing, and strict punishment for 
black-marketing. Licensing of meat sellers 
must be made conditional on adherence to 
legal pricing. Wholesalers, transporters, and 
retailers should be audited regularly. Im-
portantly, local watchdog bodies should be 
empowered to report violations directly to 
consumer courts or district administrations.
This is not just about economics; it is about 
justice and the dignity of daily life. People 
cannot be left at the mercy of profiteers em-
boldened by a paralyzed system. The time 
for soft warnings and negotiated truces is 
over. The government must act—firmly, fair-
ly, and finally.

The Struggle To Correct 
Kashmir’s Land Legacy

MOHD AMIN MIR
 

I
n the rugged villages and rice fields of  
Jammu & Kashmir, the word jamaban-
di carries an almost sacred weight. It is 
not just a register of  land rights—it is 
a ledger of  family history, a record of  

blood and toil, and a legal backbone of  rural 
life. Yet, many such jamabandies are rid-
dled with glaring errors—wrong ownership 
entries, outdated family partitions, incorrect 
khasra numbers, missing girdawaris, and 
decades-old discrepancies.

As the government races towards digitiza-
tion of  land records under the Digital India 
Land Records Modernization Programme 
(DILRMP), a pressing question haunts thou-
sands of  landowners: Can you digitize what 
is not even accurate in the first place?

The rectification files—those dusty, hand-
written pleas submitted in tehsil offices, 
requesting corrections in revenue records—
are now gathering more metaphorical dust 
in digital servers and unresponsive bureau-
cracies. For many landlords, the dream of  
seeing their correct landholding in a sleek 
digital format remains just that—a dream.

This article dives deep into the criss-
crossed lanes of  record rectification, the 
digital promise of  transparency, and the 
growing impatience of  a generation caught 
between physical errors and digital silence.
Section I: A Legacy of Errors

Before we digitize, we must confront 
the legacy we are digitizing. Jamabandies, 
especially in villages across Kashmir and 
Jammu regions, contain errors that are both 
systemic and human:
•	 Wrong Entries: Mutation records that 

were never entered correctly, often due 
to errors by patwaris or in the absence 
of  required documents like death cer-
tificates, Tatima Shajra, or proper iden-
tification of  possession.

•	 Oral Gift Transfers: Undocumented 
family transfers done decades ago 
orally, now lost in memory but still 
creating contestation on paper.

•	 Agrarian Reforms Chaos: Post-1971 land 
reforms led to widespread mutations 
under the Agrarian Reforms Act. Many 
of  these were never updated properly 
or were overwritten during successive 
jamabandi revisions.

•	 Lack of  Tatima Maps: Without sub-
divisional maps, survey numbers are 
floating without geographic precision, 
and overlapping claims abound.

"We were told our land is being digitized, 
but the system shows the wrong owner," says 
Ghulam Nabi, a 68-year-old landowner in 
Kulgam, whose family has been in posses-
sion of  the same orchard since 1980. “We 
filed rectification requests five years ago. 
Nothing happened.”
Section II: Rectification Files—The For-
gotten Backbone of Reform

Rectification files—essentially written 
applications with supporting documents like 
sale deeds, inheritance chains, death cer-
tificates, or physical possession records—are 

filed by landowners at the tehsil office when 
errors are spotted in jamabandies. However, 
multiple problems plague this process:
•	 Delay in Disposal: Revenue officers are 

overburdened or indifferent, leading 
to a pile-up of  unresolved applications.

•	 Lack of  Transparency: There is no 
online tracking system for rectifica-
tion files; applicants are forced to visit 
tehsil offices repeatedly.

•	 Fear of  Accountability: Some officers 
avoid correcting long-pending mis-
takes, fearing legal challenges or inter-
nal inquiries.

•	 Dependency on Field Staff: Naib Teh-
sildars and Patwaris often delay spot 
verification, without which no correc-
tion is possible.

•	 The irony is stark: the very files that 
must be resolved before any meaning-
ful digitization can occur are left in 
bureaucratic limbo.

Section III: Digital Jamabandi—A Prom-
ise Wrapped in Red Tape

The government's digitisation push is 
commendable, and DILRMP has brought 
structural improvements. Digital land 
portals have been launched, and many dis-
tricts have completed scanning and entry 
of  records. Yet, the e-jamabandies being 
uploaded often mirror the physical errors 
they were supposed to correct.

“Digitization without rectification is like 
photocopying a mistake,” says Advocate 
Ishfaq Ahmad, who has dealt with dozens 
of  land disputes arising from digital errors. 
Issues with the current digital rollout 
include:
•	 Legacy Errors Transferred As-Is: No 

filtration or correction mechanism in 
data entry.

•	 No Unified Correction Portal: Landown-
ers have no interface to request correc-
tions in digital jamabandies.

•	 Contradictory Records: In some cases, 
physical jamabandies and digital 
records don’t match, leading to confu-

sion in banks, courts, and administra-
tive offices.

•	 Lack of  User Awareness: Farmers and 
elderly landlords don’t know how to 
access or interpret digital land records.

Section IV: The Human Cost of Delay
Behind every incorrect entry lies a story 

of  frustration, often with legal and economic 
consequences:
•	 Bank Loans Denied: Farmers are 

refused credit because their name isn’t 
correctly recorded.

•	 Inheritance Disputes: Sons and daugh-
ters fight in courts over jamabandies 
that were never updated post their 
father's death.

•	 Land Sales in Limbo: Buyers and sellers 
are hesitant to complete transactions 
due to legal ambiguities in land titles.

•	 Court Cases Drag On: Judges are forced 
to rely on outdated jamabandies sub-
mitted by patwaris as "latest," leading 
to injustice.

“I spent Rs. 50,000 fighting a case just to 
correct a father’s name on the land record. 
It still hasn’t been updated,” laments Shabir 
Ahmad, a resident of  Baramulla.
Section V: Where Reform Must Begin

Digitization is necessary, but it must 
follow rectification. Here’s what must be 
done—urgently and systematically:

Tehsil-Level Rectification Camps: Regular 
rectification camps should be held at the vil-
lage or tehsil level, with patwaris, girdawars, 
and Naib Tehsildars examining rectification 
files on spot.

Online Rectification Portal: J&K’s land 
records portal should include a transparent, 
time-bound interface for citizens to submit 
correction requests, upload documents, and 
track their status.

Time-Bound Disposal Policy: A legal man-
date that all rectification files must be addressed 
within 90 days, with automatic escalation if the 
deadline is missed.

Tatima Mapping Drives: Survey numbers 
must be verified on ground with updated Tatima 

Shajra creation, using GPS and satellite imagery 
wherever possible.

Digital-Physical Cross-Verification: 
Before final digitization, each jamabandi 
should be cross-verified with physical pos-
session, past mutations, and community 
input (lumberdars, chowkidars).

Revenue Training & Accountability: Pat-
waris and girdawars must be trained not just 
in digital tools but in citizen engagement 
and error handling. Officers should be held 
accountable for undue delays in correction.
Section VI: Hope Amidst Hesitation

Despite challenges, some districts 
are showing progress. In Anantnag and 
Budgam, tehsildars have conducted spot 
girdawaris for long-pending rectifications. 
Pilot programs for citizen rectification por-
tals are being considered in Srinagar and 
Kathua. NGOs and civil society have also 
begun to educate farmers on their rights to 
correct and access records. Yet, the larger 
system remains sluggish. The pressure to 
meet digitization targets must not override 
the foundational work of  correction.

Digitize What is Right, Not Just What 
is Ready

India’s digital land record revolution is a 
defining moment in rural governance. But if  
we are digitizing errors, we are only encod-
ing injustice. For Jammu & Kashmir, where 
land is identity, memory, and sustenance, 
the stakes are even higher. As the jamabandi 
moves from ink and paper to screens and serv-
ers, let us not leave behind the truth buried 
under the mistakes of  the past. Rectification 
is not a delay—it is the precondition of justice. 
Landlords across the Valley are not asking 
for miracles. They are simply asking to be 
recorded as who they truly are—and for that 
truth to be preserved in both paper and pixel.

Mohd Amin Mir is a columnist focused 
on rural governance, land administra-

tion, and institutional reform in Jammu & 
Kashmir. He can be mailed at miramin354@

gmail.com

The Silent Death Of Language
AAMIR ALTAF

L
anguage is not just 
a tool for communi-
cation, it is the soul 
of  a culture, the car-
rier of  history, and 

the foundation of  identity. Yet, 
in Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Kashmiri language is dying a 
slow, silent death. The culprits? 
Bad parenting, digital addic-
tion, institutional neglect, and 
a dangerous obsession with 
Urdu and English as symbols 
of  "prestige."

This isn’t just about linguis-
tics; it’s about mental health, 
cultural erosion, and the col-
lapse of  intergenerational 
bonds. If  this continues, the 
next generation of  Kashmiris 
will grow up emotionally dis-
connected, linguistically root-
less, and culturally hollow.
The Decline of Kashmiri: By 
the Numbers
•	 Only 6.8 million  speakers 

remain (2011 Census)—far 
fewer than expected.  

•	 UNESCO  lists Kashmiri as 
a "definitely endangered"  
language.  

•	 In Srinagar, only 30% of  
families speak Kash-
miri with their children 
(JKAACL, 2020).  

•	 Rural areas still hold on 
(~70%) , but even there, 
Urdu and Hindi are creep-
ing in.  

The numbers don’t lie—
Kashmiri is disappearing. 
But why?

•	 Bad Parenting: The First 
Betrayal

•	 The Phone Over Parent-
hood Crisis

Instead of  speaking Kash-
miri to their children, many 
parents today:  
•	  Hand them smartphones to 

keep them "busy."  
•	 Let YouTube and Insta-

gram raise them  in Hindi/
Urdu.  

•	 Neglect emotional bond-
ing, leading to depression, 
aggression, and addiction.

Result? Kids grow up:  
•	 Unable to express emotions 

in any language properly.  
Addicted to instant dopa-
mine (gaming, gambling, 
reels).  

•	 Disconnected from their 
roots , seeing Kashmiri as 
"backward."  

The Prestige Paradox.
Many educated Kashmiri 

parents actively reject their 
mother tongue, believing:  
•	 Urdu/English = Success, 

Kashmiri = Stigma."
•	 "My child will sound 

‘uneducated’ if  they speak 
Kashmiri."

•	 This mind-set is killing the 
language faster than any 
policy ever could.

Digital Invasion: The Silent 
Killer of Culture
•	 No Kashmiri cartoons, 

apps, or books for kids—
just Hindi dubbed car-
toons and violent PUBG 
streams.

•	 Social media algorithms 

push Urdu/Hindi/English 
content, burying Kash-
miri.  

•	 Online gambling and porn 
are replacing real social 
skills, leaving youth 
angry, depressed, and 
addicted.

•	 When a child’s first words 
are from a Hindi cartoon 
not their mother’s lulla-
bies, we have already lost.

Institutional Failure: No 
Schools, No Future
•	 Kashmiri is not compul-

sory in most schools.  
•	 No Kashmiri-medium 

schools exist for elite fami-
lies who might want them.  

•	 No government push for 
Kashmiri in tech (Google 
doesn’t even have Kash-
miri voice search).  

Compare this to:  
•	 Punjab  (Punjabi is manda-

tory in schools).  
•	 Israel (Hebrew was revived 

through ruthless policy 

enforcement).  
Why is Kashmir’s language 
less worthy of survival?

Mental Health Crisis: A Gen-
eration Without Roots: When 
children grow up:  Without 
their mother tongue , they lose 
a key part of  their identity, 
Without family stories,  they 
lack emotional grounding, 
Without cultural pride, they 
turn to drugs, gambling, and 
extremism for belonging.  This 
isn’t speculation— it’s happen-
ing right now in Srinagar’s 
neighborhoods and almost in 
all the the rural areas of  Kash-
mir
The Way Forward: How to 
Save Kashmiri
For Parents: Reclaim Your Role
•	  Speak Kashmiri at home —

even if  kids reply in Urdu/
English.  

•	  Replace screen time with 
storytelling —grandpar-
ents’ tales, not YouTube.  

•	 Teach pride, not shame 

—Kashmiri is not "back-
ward," it’s your heritage.

For Schools: Make Kashmiri 
Unavoidable
•	 Mandatory Kashmiri 

classes (like Punjabi in 
Punjab).  

•	  Kashmiri-medium pre-
schools —make it a lan-
guage of  childhood.

•	 Kashmiri literature com-
petitions--reward fluency.  

•	 For Government & Tech: 
Digital Revival

•	 Fund Kashmiri cartoons, 
apps, and AI tools (e.g., 
Kashmiri voice assis-
tants).  

•	  Ban gambling ads target-
ing Kashmiri youth.  

•	  Promote Kashmiri in public 
offices—why is Urdu the 
only official language?  

Sanskrit died as a spoken 
language because people aban-
doned it for "practical" alterna-
tives. Today, Kashmiri is on the 
same path— not because of  out-
side forces, but because of  our 
own neglect. If  we continue pri-
oritizing phones over parenting, 
Urdu over heritage, and escap-
ism over emotional connec-
tion, we will raise a generation 
that, doesn’t speak Kashmiri, 
doesn’t respect elders, doesn’t 
even know what they’ve lost. 
The choice is ours: Let Kashmiri 
die as a relic, or fight to keep it 
alive as a living, breathing part 
of  Kashmir’s soul.

The author can be reached 
at aamiraltaf16@gmail.com
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The Wound

A Classic Story From Kashmir

DR. SHIBEN KRISHEN RAINA

“And she pressed her 
mouth to the wound and 
began to suck my blood.”
“She began to suck 
your blood?”
“Yes, my blood—hot 
blood, crimson blood!”
“But why?”

B
efore Daykak could say 
more, he closed his eyes and 
drifted into some unknown 
world—perhaps gathering 
the scattered threads of  

bygone events. Daykak’s real name was 
Dayaram Kaul. He was an encyclopae-
dia of  Kashmir’s geography. Sitting 
beside him and talking felt as calming 
as listening to a sage in a peaceful her-
mitage after being exhausted by today’s 
chaotic life. He had traversed every 
inch of  Kashmir in his time—Chilas, 
Gilgit, Ladakh, Drass, Lolab, Skardu, 
and countless other distant places. 
He had recounted to me almost every 
significant event of  his life, except the 
mystery of  his wound. Whenever the 
topic came up, he would fall silent. How 
that wound appeared on the muscle of  
his arm—he had never told me.

“Kaka, are you asleep?”
“No, son, just lying here, lost in 

thought.” He took out a small snuff  
bottle from his pocket and sniffed a bit. 
“Today’s snuff  is worse than dirt,” he 
muttered. But I was more interested in 
the mystery of  his wound than his snuff.

In my estimation, Daykak was about 
ninety years old. Yet, he was still as fiery 
as a red chili. He had always treated life 
as a challenge and lived it accordingly. 
He wasn't highly educated, but due to 
years of  working with British officers, 
he could manage broken English flu-
ently enough. He often said that anyone 
who hadn’t read the *Sikandarnama*, 
*Gulistan*, or *Bostan* hadn’t really 
read anything worthwhile.

“I'm feeling a little stiff  today, like 
my whole body has seized up,” he said. 
“Then take a rest today, Kaka. I’ll come 
again tomorrow.”

“Son, what’s left to rest now? I’m like 
an overripe pear—ready to fall any day 
now.” As he spoke, he drifted into silence. 

“All my friends are long gone. Their graves 
have sprouted tall grasses. I’m the only one 
left behind. Now I just pray to God that my 
limbs keep working till the end and my 
eyesight doesn’t fail. May I never become 
dependent on my final hour.”

I understood that the awareness of  
old age had begun to gnaw at him. The 
once-strong man who could walk miles 
without fatigue was now struggling to 
manage his own body.

“What are you thinking about, son?” 
he asked, almost in his sleep. “Nothing, 
Kaka,” I replied, diverting the topic. 
“Tell me something—do you think 
people of  the past were better or the 
ones today?”

“Son, a good person is one who does 
good work. The old folks had clean 
hearts, but their surroundings were 
filthy. Today’s world is cleaner, but hearts 
are dirtier. Look—I’m sweating all over!”

“Shall I call a doctor?” “No, son. 
Who wants injections at this age? I’ll 
be fine. It’s just the heat today. That’s 
all. Tell me—how much does it cost to 
go to England?”

Before I could ask why he suddenly 
wanted to go to England, he answered 
himself, “I’ve been wanting to travel for 
years. Just feel like visiting England once.”

“But why England?”
After a pause, as though he were flip-

ping through the pages of  an entire era, 
he began to speak again. There was a 
strange sorrow in his voice. “When my 
father Harkak Kaul died, my education 
ended too. That was nearly 80 years ago. 
I must have been ten or twelve then—
yes, around that age. I moved to the 
city and took a job with a Pandit for 
one rupee a month. My duties included 
washing dishes, cleaning the house, and 
massaging the hands and feet of  the 

Pandit and his wife in the evening.
Impressed with my work, the Pandit 

recommended me for a job in the Forest 
Department, where he himself  was a 
ranger. Though my salary came from 
the department, my real job was still 
serving at his house.”

He fell silent for a moment, then con-
tinued, “By that time, I was fifteen or 
sixteen. I roamed many wild jungles 
and climbed countless mountains with 
my employer. Eventually, when the 
ranger retired, a British D.F.O. (Divi-
sional Forest Officer) took me under 
his wing.”

He grew emotional, and I felt certain 
he would finally reveal the mystery I 
had longed to know for years.

“The DFO’s wife was very kind. She 
would feed me well and have new clothes 
stitched for me every Christmas. British 
officers weren’t like today’s bureaucrats 
who remain confined to their offices—they 
personally toured the areas and inspected 
everything themselves. Their sense of duty 
was remarkable. Thanks to such officers, I 
had the chance to explore every corner of  
Kashmir. Ah, how lovely those days were!” 
He sighed deeply, and I felt his entire past 
was contained in that one sigh. “Then what 
happened, Kaka?” I asked.

“As time passed, I aged. When I was 
working with DFO Mr. Stane, I was 
around thirty. I had a sturdy build 
then—when I walked, even the road 
seemed to tremble. I wouldn’t hesitate 
even to fight a lion. I had immense 
faith in my deity and the strength of  
my arms.”

“But Kaka, why didn’t you ever 
marry?”

A faint smile flickered on his lips. 
Pressing them slightly, he replied, 
“Many friends tried to convince me. 

But I never saw marriage as something 
that suited me. The thought of  it filled 
me with strange aversion. I wanted to 
remain a free bird, lost in the beauty of  
nature. But I swear upon my Lord, my 
character was always pure. Never once 
did I succumb to lust!”

He looked at his wound with emotion 
and closed his eyes before continuing. “I 
was the most trusted servant in the DFO’s 
household. One day, the memsahib called 
me and said, ‘Look, Daya, we’re expecting 
guests from England—my brother Arthur 
and his daughter Lucy. You must take spe-
cial care of them.’

Arthur and Lucy arrived. When they 
were introduced to me, Lucy asked, ‘Is 
he an Indian?’ ‘Yes,’ memsahib replied, 
‘but a Kashmiri Pandit—my most trust-
ed servant.’

Lucy was a 23-year-old vibrant young 
woman. Seeing her felt like time itself  
had frozen. She was like a bottle of  wine 
whose cork had never been opened. She 
could make anyone forget everything. 
A rose in full bloom, kissed with dew, 
lively and flirtatious. From the moment 
she saw me, she took an unusual inter-
est in me. Gradually, we grew closer. 
She began calling me to her table, and 
we dined together. We roamed the for-
ests together. At night, she would stay 
in my room late, listening to Kashmiri 
folk tales like *Heemal-Nagari* and 
*Lolar*.

But I swear by my Lord, I always 
restrained my desires and treated her 
with the respect owed to my employer’s 
guest.” Daykak paused, then cleared 
his throat before continuing. “Day by 
day, Lucy drew closer to me. I began to 
sense her feelings. One day, she asked 
me, ‘Daya, have you ever been in love?’ 
I remained silent. She misunderstood. 

Her eyes lost their shine. Before I could 
deny, she asked, ‘With whom?’ ‘With my 
employer.’ She flared up. As I turned 
to leave, she asked sharply, ‘Where are 
you going?’ ‘The chores are done. I’m 
going to bed.’ She laughed. There was 
intoxication and desire in her laugh. 
‘So early?’

I ignored her tone and left. For days, 
she didn’t speak to me. Her favors 
waned. I noticed her eyes now carried 
a shadow of  insult instead of  affection. 
She began to torment me, even com-
plaining about me to the DFO a few 
times.”

Daykak’s tone turned grim.
“The guests were soon to leave. That 

night, I was exhausted after a long day 
and fell into a deep slumber. In the 
middle of  the night, I sensed something 
warm and soft trembling beside me. As 
I moved my hand, it brushed against a 
burning, alive presence—like a tandoor. 
Then—” He paused. His breathing was 
heavy. Sweat beaded his forehead.

“The scent of  flowers, the beauty 
of  a woman—these are impossible to 
capture in words. I don’t know what 
my hands touched or experienced. Her 
arms slowly encircled me. Like a wild 
creature, she began to bite, scratch, and 
claw at me.” “So... it was Lucy?” I asked.

“Yes, it was Lucy. Naked from head 
to toe, bathed in milk. Her every limb 
reeked of  lust. I recalled my Lord 
Shambhu, the same Shambhu who had 
reduced Kamadeva to ashes with his 
third eye. I leapt up, stone-like—cold 
and lifeless.”

“What happened then, Kaka?” I was 
eager to know. “Her body ignited sparks 
in my eyes. But by then, Lord Shambhu 
had blessed me—I turned into stone, 
lifeless stone.

But she was a woman. She sought 
revenge. She picked up a dagger and 
struck me. My arm was torn. I don’t 
remember if  the blood gushed out—
but I collapsed, fell to the floor. She 
came near and pressed her mouth to 
the wound—sucking the red, hot blood. 
The blood that spilled, she smeared all 
over herself.

The goddess who protects life—
Amba. The one who grants wisdom—
Saraswati. The one who destroys evil—
Durga. That night, to avenge her insult, 
had turned into Kali.”

Saying this, Daykak fell silent, per-
haps drifting into sleep. The next day, I 
heard Daykak had passed away. When I 
looked at his corpse, I noticed his hand 
still trying to cover that wound. People 
say Daykak died, but I believe— He had 
set off  for England... to find Lucy.

Author is  MA (HINDI & ENGLISH) 
PhD. Former Fellow, IIAS, Rashtra-

pati Nivas,Shimla,  Ex-Member,Hindi 
Salahkar Samiti,Ministry of  Law 

& Justice, (Govt. of  India) SENIOR 
FELLOW,MINISTRY OF CULTURE. He 
can be mailed at skraina123@gmail.com

Strengthen Bonds: From Individuals To Nations
M AHMAD

 

F
riendship is a formidable 
force that possesses the 
capacity to unite individu-
als, overcome differences, 
and nurture a feeling of  

belonging. In a world that frequently 
appears fragmented, developing signifi-
cant friendships and promoting unity 
can serve as a wellspring of  strength 
and healing. Friendship is a valuable 
asset that enhances our lives in innu-
merable ways. It transcends simple 
acquaintanceship, as genuine friends 
transform into our confidants, sup-
porters, and partners throughout life’s 
journey. The connection of  friendship 
is founded on shared trust, comprehen-
sion, and assistance. Friendship is a 
crucial element of  human existence 
that enhances our daily experiences. 
Maintaining close friendships can 
assist in alleviating feelings of  loneli-
ness or isolation, while also offering us 
supportive companions as we strive to 
lead meaningful lives.

Friendship represents a connection 
between individuals who care for one 
another. It is a relationship founded 
on trust, support, and mutual respect. 
Friends are present for each other 
during both joyful and challenging 
times, offering companionship and 
understanding. Friendship enhances 
our lives and provides us with a sense 
of  belonging. Friends hold a signifi-
cant position in our lives. They pro-
vide emotional support and assist us 
in navigating through difficulties. True 
friends listen without passing judg-

ment and offer advice when necessary. 
They rejoice in our achievements and 
remain by our side during challeng-
ing moments. The presence of  friends 
contributes positively to our mental 
health and overall well-being. Addi-
tionally, friendships impart essential 
life skills such as empathy, communica-
tion, and cooperation. Friendship is a 
vital aspect of  life. It offers emotional 
support, fosters personal growth, and 
brings joy to our existence. Genuine 
friends are invaluable, and it is crucial 
to nurture these relationships. By being 
good friends ourselves, we can cultivate 
enduring and meaningful connections 
that enrich our lives.

The presence of  friends enhances 

our social experiences and contributes 
positively to our overall well-being. 
Friends introduce joy and laughter into 
our lives, fostering enduring memories. 
They provide a sense of  belonging and 
acceptance, which is essential for our 
mental health. Robust friendships can 
alleviate feelings of  isolation and ele-
vate our happiness. Genuine friends 
are invaluable, and nurturing these 
connections demands dedication and 
attention. By being loyal and support-
ive friends ourselves, we can cultivate 
strong, enduring relationships that sig-
nificantly enrich our lives in numerous 
ways. The presence of  friends enhances 
our social interactions and contributes 
positively to our overall well-being. 

Friends introduce joy and laughter 
into our lives, helping to forge endur-
ing memories. They provide a sense 
of  belonging and acceptance, which is 
crucial for our mental health. Robust 
friendships can alleviate feelings of  iso-
lation and elevate our happiness. True 
friends are invaluable, and nurturing 
these relationships demands dedica-
tion and attention. By being loyal and 
supportive friends ourselves, we can 
cultivate strong, enduring connections 
that enrich our lives in numerous ways.

Friendship among nations, often 
referred to as international friendship 
or diplomacy, involves the establish-
ment and maintenance of  positive rela-
tionships between various countries. 

It can aid in conflict prevention and 
promote stability, which is essential 
for global peace and security and can 
result in enhanced trade and econom-
ic collaboration, leading to increased 
prosperity and growth for all partici-
pating countries. It can encourage 
mutual understanding and respect 
among cultures, fostering greater cul-
tural exchange and tolerance.

Nations that maintain friendly rela-
tions are more inclined to offer humani-
tarian assistance to one another during 
times of  need. Friendly nations are 
more likely to collaborate on issues 
such as climate change, biodiversity, 
and sustainable development. Friend-
ship among nations can facilitate 
cooperation in addressing global chal-
lenges like poverty, disease, and climate 
change.

Let us honour the strength of  friend-
ship and togetherness in cultivating a 
feeling of  belonging and purpose. By 
fostering these connections within our 
lives and communities, we can build a 
harmonious and empathetic world that 
welcomes diversity and cherishes the 
common humanity that binds us all.

“Friendship is the founda-
tion of  collaboration, where 

shared goals turn into 
shared successes."

- A P J Abdul Kalam

(The author is the regular writer 
for Good Morning Kashmir. He can be 

reached at specialachivers78@gmail.com)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public that I, 
Sheikh Babar Jan S/o Late Khazir Mohd, 
resident of  Wazir Bagh, near L D Hospi-
tal, Srinagar, have lost the Registration 
Certificate (RC) of  my electric auto bear-
ing registration No: JK01AU 2462. The RC 
was lost while traveling from Wazir Bagh 
to Jehangir Chowck. I have applied for a 
duplicate RC with the Regional Transport 
Office (RTO), Srinagar. If  anyone has any 
objection regarding this matter, they may 
submit their objection at the RTO Office, 
Srinagar, within 07 days from the date 
of  publication of  this notice. After this 
period, no objections will be entertained.
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Indus Water 
fighting were to stop, Pakistan must 

make a request. And that request could 
only come through the channel of  the 
Director General of  Military Operations 
(DGMO).”

He also addressed opposition claims 
related to international diplomacy. “I want 
to tell them (Opposition) that from April 
22 to June 16, there has been no phone call 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and US President Donald Trump,” he said.

Jaishankar said India conveyed to the 
international community that it would not 
accept any form of  mediation or pressure 
tactics. “We gave a message that India is 
not open to mediation. We will not accept 
nuclear blackmail,” he said.

The EAM said that terrorism is now on 
the global agenda because of  consistent 
efforts made by the present government—
(KNO)

J&K Will Reclaim
presence of  the terrorists was detected 

by May 22. After confirming their exact 
location, a joint strategy was drawn up by 
the Jammu and Kashmir Police, 4 Para, 
and the CRPF. A detailed meeting was held 
by senior officials. The operation was then 
executed at the pinpointed location.”

Shah told the House that the families of  
Pahalgam terror attack victims had per-
sonally requested justice. “They wanted 
a decisive response and we delivered it,” 
he said.

The Union Home Minister said that the 
attackers were killed with precision. “We 
shot them in their heads,” he said, respond-
ing to questions on whether there had been 
any leniency.

On the timing of  the final operation, 
Shah responded to criticism over it coin-
ciding with the Parliament session. “Some-
one asked why these terrorists were killed 
on the first day of  Parliament session. I 
would have ordered it the very next minute 
after the attack if  that were possible. But 
it’s not easy,” he said.

Referring to the twin operations, the 
Union Home Minister said, “Operation 
Sindoor and Operation Mahadev represent 
India’s strongest response to terrorism. 
Together, they form the sternest response 
seen anywhere.”

Shah also invoked history, calling “Har 
Har Mahadev” a call to action used by 
Shivaji Maharaj and his soldiers. He said 
the phrase symbolises India’s strength and 
determination.

He questioned the Opposition’s protests 
during his speech, asking whether they 
were trying to defend groups like Lashkar-
e-Taiba. “Who were you trying to save?” he 
asked. “Chidambaram’s remarks exposed 
Congress before the world,” he added.

Amit Shah said, “I want to tell the Con-
gress party that it was during your tenure 
that Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) 
was lost, but it is the BJP that will bring 
it back. We carried out targeted strikes on 
terrorist hideouts, their bases, organisa-
tions, training camps, and launching pads. 
Our operation was aimed at terrorism, but 
Pakistan perceived it as an attack on its 
country.”—(KNO)

Mutton Shortage
have raised for months now.
“The government says the matter lies 

with Punjab. But the impact is being felt 
here, in Kashmir,” Mehraj added.

Meanwhile, the disruption has put 
immense pressure on those preparing for 
weddings in the coming weeks. In Kash-
miri culture, mutton is not just another 
food item; it is the foundation of  Wazwan, 
the elaborate multi-course non-veg feast 
that defines local weddings.

“Without mutton, what is a wedding 
here. Families are panicking because chefs 
and Wazas won’t start unless meat is avail-
able in bulk,” said a Srinagar-based event 
planner.

Caterers and Wazas across the Valley 
have also expressed concern over cancel-
lations and delays, while families are head-
ing to either postpone events or consider 
scaled-down menus.

According to the dealers, despite verbal 
assurances from certain ministers and offi-
cials, no written order or actionable solu-
tion has been put forward.

Ganaie said that attempts to speak with 
relevant officials were met with vague 
responses, with some shifting the responsi-
bility to the Punjab government, the main 
supplier state for livestock coming into 
J&K.

“The government claims it is working 
on it, but we have not seen any results. If  
they have formed any committee to look 
into these issues, they must follow through 
with clear decisions,” he said—(KNO)

Major Reshuffle Of
Itoo acknowledged that while some hos-

pitals have junior doctors on duty, senior 
doctors often do not stay through the night. 
“This issue needs to be taken seriously—
senior doctors must be present during 
night shifts, not just junior staff,” she said.

The Minister admitted that the health-
care system inherited a shortage of  doc-
tors, but pointed out that the present 
dispensation led by Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah is working on it. “Several senior 
doctors—five or six—were appointed, and 
many consultants, previously removed, 
were posted in remote areas,” she said.

She said, “Yes, there is a shortage, but 
alongside this, some doctors give more 
time to private practice instead of  fulfill-
ing their hospital duties—coming on time 
and attending to patients properly.”

“During recent hospital inspections, 
many of  these concerns were found to 
be valid. As a result, the government has 
decided to take strict action because here, 
emergencies are closed, OPDs are shut, 
and hospitals are left without proper ser-
vices,” she said.

The Minister also announced new mea-
sures to improve accountability and patient 
care. “Doctors should be available prompt-
ly when patients arrive. It is also necessary 
for doctors to wear nameplates with their 
names on their uniforms, so patients can 
easily identify their doctors, whether they 
are orthopedic specialists or from other 
departments,” she said—(KNO)

Over 1,400 URLs
order, or the sovereignty of  India.
According to the Minister, the URLs 

flagged during this period contained mis-
leading content, provocative material tar-
geting the armed forces and posts with 
communal overtones, largely traced to 
Pakistan-based accounts.

To monitor and respond in real time, 
the government established a centralised 
control unit, which remained operational 
round-the-clock. This unit, jointly man-
aged by defence personnel, information 
agencies and the Press Information Bureau 
(PIB), functioned as a central command for 
identifying and countering online threats 
during the operation.

Vaishnaw noted that the PIB’s fact-
checking team was actively involved 
in tracking false narratives and issuing 
timely clarifications. Verified information 
was shared with the public, and action was 
taken against posts found to be spreading 
disinformation.

He also informed the House that the 
Ministry of  Information and Broadcast-
ing issued an advisory to media outlets 
on April 26. The advisory instructed news 
platforms to avoid live telecasts of  defence 
activities or troop movements in order 
to protect operational details and public 
safety—(KNO)

CS Reviews Financial
Further, he called upon the depart-

ments to intensify the ongoing outreach 
campaign, reaching every household with 
accurate information on available schemes. 
He noted that increased awareness among 
the citizens is essential for enhancing par-
ticipation and making financial inclusion 
truly universal in J&K.

The review meeting assessed the sig-
nificant progress made under various 
financial and social inclusion schemes. He  
highlighted the substantial impact of  ini-
tiatives like the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY), Pradhan Mantri Surak-
sha BimaYojana (PMSBY), Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and 
Atal Pension Yojana (APY) in bringing 
financial security and empowerment to 
the region’s populace.

Principal Secretary, Finance, Santosh 
D.Vaidya, while giving insights about the 
overall scenario of  these social securi-
ty schemes, made out that the Pradhan 
Mantri Jan DhanYojana (PMJDY) is the 
foundation of  financial inclusion. About 
its penetration in the UT, it was revealed 
that Kathua leads with 92.74% achievement 
against its 2024-25 target for new accounts, 
followed by Bandipora at 71.08%.

 Overall, the region achieved 46.75% of  
its annual target for 2024-25, with 21.45 lakh 
cumulative accounts as of  March 31, 2025. 
In terms of  enrollment against the 2011 
Census Population, Samba district shows 
the highest PMJDY account penetration 
at 31%, followed by Reasi and Baramulla 
at 24% each.

With respect to the PMSBY which pro-
vides affordable accidental insurance, the 
enrollment has shown remarkable growth, 
increasing by 168% to 23.57 lakh in the last 
five years. The total premium paid as of  
2024-25 stands at Rs 13.55 Cr, with claims 
disbursed amounting Rs 18.39 crore.

The meeting was further informed that 
overall, the region has achieved 116.16% 
of  its PMSBY enrolment target for 2024-
25, reaching a cumulative achievement of  
23.56 lakh since inception till March 31, 
2025. Jammu district has the highest cumu-
lative enrollment since inception, with 
5,80,112 beneficiaries.

A total of  1,123 claims have been received 
since inception, with 930 settled, disburs-
ing Rs18.39 Cr. J&K Bank leads in claims 
settled against premium collected, with 
204% achievement.

As far as PMJJBY is concerned, it was 
said to offer an affordable life insur-
ance cover of  Rs2 lakh upon death due to 
any cause.  Regarding the enrolment in 
PMJJBY, it was revealed that Kishtwar 
and Kupwara districts have achieved over 
170% and 140% of  their PMJJBY enrolment 
targets in 2024-25, respectively. The total 
achievement for 2024-25 stood at 94.89% of  
the annual target, with cumulative enroll-
ment reaching 9.66 lakh since inception 
till March 31, 2025. Jammu district has 
the highest cumulative enrollment under 
PMJJBY, with 2,33,455 beneficiaries.

Out of  2,996 claims received since incep-
tion, 2,296 have been settled, disbursing 
Rs45.90 crore. Again J&K Bank had pro-
cessed the highest number of  claims.

The Atal Pension Yojana (APY) provides 
a guaranteed monthly pension of  Rs1,000 
to Rs 5,000 after 60 years of  age for workers 
in the unorganized sector. The enrolment 
has seen a significant increase of  148% in 
the last five years, reaching 2.48 lakh ben-
eficiaries.

In 2024-25, Kishtwar and Rajouri districts 
have achieved 64.57% and 64.39% of  their 
annual enrollment targets, respectively. 
Overall, the region has achieved 40.52% 
of  its APY enrollment target for 2024-25, 
with a cumulative enrollment of  2.48 lakh 
as of  March 31, 2025. Samba district has 
the highest APY enrollment against the 
2011 Census population at 5.8%, followed 
by Jammu at 5.4%.

These schemes collectively underscore 
the government’s commitment towards 
fostering comprehensive financial and 
social inclusion, ensuring a more secure 
and prosperous future for the citizens of  
the UT.

Amarnath Yatra
Yatra has started to decline as most of  

the registered pilgrims have completed 
their pilgrimage and the peak season has 
ended. Moreover, the government had 
put in place three-tier security and other 
arrangements this year as well—(KNO)

Army, Police Kill 2
logistic stores. The huge recovery of  war 

like & logistic stores indicate that the ter-
rorists were well-prepared for prolonged 
engagement.

Search operation is in progress in the 
surrounding areas to rule out the presence 
of  any more terrorists, he added.

The Indian Army’s White Knight Corps, 
in a post on X, reiterated their commitment 
to safeguarding the nation, stating, “Swift 
action and accurate firepower thwarted 
the nefarious designs of  the infiltrators. 
Operation Shivshakti is a testament to our 
resolve to protect the region from terror-
ism.”

Pertinently, this operation came just days 
after security forces carried out ‘Operation 
Mahadev,’ on July 27. On a tip off  security 
forces had launched massive searches in 
the steep and dense mountain ranges of  
Lidwas at Harwan in Srinagar outskirts 
following which contact was established 
with hiding Lashkar terrorists involved in 
the April 22 Pahalgam attack. They were 
neutralised—(KNO)

Stone Pelting Activity
measures. They kept firing bullets at 

us, and we kept offering them biryani,” 
he said.

Responding to criticism from the Oppo-
sition over the Pahalgam incident, Nadda 
said those raising questions should look 
at their own record. "During their tenure, 
multiple blasts took place across the coun-
try, and many people were killed, but no 
concrete action was taken. Trade and 
terror continued side by side during those 
years," he said.

The BJP National President said that at 
the 2009 SCO Summit, the UPA government 
did not even mention the 2008 Mumbai 
attacks—(KNO)

CS Assesses Implementation Of SBM-Urban, AMRUT 2.0 In J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Wednesday chaired 
a meeting to review implemen-
tation of  the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Urban) and the status 
of  sewerage treatment infra-
structure across urban areas of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting, which was 
attended by Commissioner Sec-
retary, H&UDD; Commissioner, 
JMC; MD, AMRUT; Director, 
ULB, Kashmir/Jammu and 
others, also reviewed progress 
under the flagship Atal Mission 
for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0.

While assessing the ongoing 
initiatives, the Chief  Secretary 
underlined the importance of  
ensuring scientific disposal of  
waste and maintaining high 

level of  urban cleanliness. He 
observed that hygienic and ambi-
ent environments are preferred 
by the residents and emphasized 
that sanitation must remain a 
top priority for all Urban Local 
Bodies (ULBs).

Calling for a mission-mode 
approach, Dulloo directed the 
concerned departments to fast-
track all pending projects and 
complete them in a time-bound 
manner. He instructed for for-
mulating a robust Operation and 
Maintenance (O&M) plan for the 
upkeep and continued usability 
of  old community toilets across 
urban areas.

The Chief  Secretary stressed 
the importance of  adhering 
to norms prescribed by the 
National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
to prevent pollution of  water 
bodies. He called for effective 

micro-planning of  waste man-
agement and optimization of  
the capacity of  existing Sewer-
age Treatment Plants (STPs), 
aligning with establishment 
of  new facilities with local 
requirements to ensure com-
prehensive cleanliness.

Commissioner Secretary, 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Department (H&UDD), 
Mandeep Kaur, briefed the meet-
ing about the implementation of  
Solid Waste Management (SWM) 
under SBM (Urban) 2.0.

She informed that Material 
Recovery Facilities (MRFs) are 
being developed for dry waste, 
while Compressed Biogas (CBG) 
and compost plants are being 
set up for processing wet waste. 
Besides, legacy waste is being 
addressed through bioreme-
diation and Construction and 

Demolition (C&D) waste plants 
are also coming up in Jammu 
and Srinagar, she added.

Devansh Yadav, Mission 
Director, SBM Urban, shared 
granular details of  infrastruc-
ture being developed under the 
mission. He made out that Mate-
rial Recovery Facilities (MRF) 
for JMC (150 TPD), SMC (459 
TPD), ULBs of  Jammu Divi-
sion (63 TPD), ULBs of  Kashmir 

Division (117 TPD) are currently 
being created under SBM-U.

Similarly for processing 
of  wet waste, CBG Plants for 
Jammu city (225 TPD) and Sri-
nagar (300 TPD) are being cre-
ated along with Compost Units 
for SMC (459 TPD), Jammu 
ULBs (100 TPD) and Kashmir 
ULBs (184 TPD).

With respect to the legacy 
waste, it was revealed that the 

same is being treated through a 
scientific process of  bioremedia-
tion. It was also informed that the 
organisation wise legacy waste to 
be treated involves SMC (11 lakh 
MT), JMC (7.23 lakh MT), Jammu 
ULBs (6 lakh MT) and Kashmir 
ULBs (3.78 lakh MT) for which 
works had been allotted and at 
many places started too.

Regarding the status of  sew-
erage treatment infrastructure, 
Superintending Engineer, UEED, 
Samiullah Beigh, informed that 
the current urban population of  
J&K is approximately 42.5 lakh, 
generating 457.45 MLD of  waste-
water. Against this, a cumulative 
STP capacity of  163.69 MLD has 
been established. Additionally, 66.9 
MLD capacity is under execution 
and STPs with a further 45.2 MLD 
capacity have been tendered out.

The meeting was informed that 

under AMRUT 2.0, projects worth 
over Rs1002 crore are being imple-
mented across J&K, including Rs 
867 crore in Central Assistance. 
The mission primarily focuses 
on completion of  99 water supply 
schemes to ensure sustainable 
drinking water access to all the 
major towns of  J&K. It also envis-
ages sewerage and septic manage-
ment projects worth Rs 196 crore 
in assistance by Central govern-
ment and Rs20 Cr for Water body 
rejuvenation projects.

The Chief  Secretary empha-
sized the need to align AMRUT 
projects with the broader 
objective of  sustainable urban 
development. He directed all 
the implementing agencies 
to maintain momentum and 
accountability through out the 
implementation of  this flagship 
programme.
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CBI not probing 
Indiabulls matter, 
Supreme Court told

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tral Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (CBI) on Wednesday 
informed the Supreme 
Court that it was not inves-
tigating alleged “illegali-
ties” of  Indiabulls Housing 
Finance Limited (IHFL), 
now renamed as Sammaan 
Capital Ltd.

A bench of Justices Surya 
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi 
was hearing a plea filed by 
Citizens Whistle Blower 
Forum (CWBF) seeking 
an in-depth, thorough and 
time-bound investigation 
by a SIT into various seri-
ous “illegalities” including 
round-tripping of funds, vio-
lations of  provisions of  the 
Companies Act, and siphon-
ing of  funds committed by 
the promoters of  IHFL, its 
subsidiaries and their pro-
moters.

Appearing on behalf  of  
the CBI, Additional Solici-
tor General (ASG) SV Raju, 
submitted before the Jus-
tice Kant-led Bench, that 
the Central agency has not 
found any wrong in IHFL’s 
disbursal of  loans to corpo-
rate entities.

Senior advocates Harish 
Salve and Mukul Rohatgi, 
representing the IHFL’s 
promoters, contended that 
the CWBF’s claims are fic-
titious, adding that it has 
already withdrawn several 
related petitions.

Due to paucity of  time, 
the apex court adjourned 
the hearing, saying that it 
will look into the allega-
tions at a later date.

In November last year, 
the Supreme Court had 
agreed to examine CWBF’s 

plea and sought responses 
from IHFL and other 
respondents in the matter.

The plea before the apex 
court claimed that based 
on public records, ROC 
documents and financial 
statements, the IHFL had 
been extending huge loans 
to various companies and 
these companies in turn 
have been routing a sub-
stantial part of  the money 
as investment in compa-
nies belonging to the key-
shareholders/promoters of  
IBHFL, including Sameer 
Gehlaut, the founder and 
the then Chairman of  
IBHFL.

“In other words, bor-
rowing companies bestow 
huge benefits to the key 
shareholders and Chair-
man of  the IBHFL for the 
favour they get in the form 
of  loans from IBHFL,” 
CWBF’s plea said.

It added that since the 
funds with IBHFL are 
essentially its borrowings 
from public sector and 
private sector banks and 
investments of  its deposi-
tors, “thousands of  crores 
of  public money seem to 

have been siphoned out 
by the company in order 
to financially benefit its 
promoters”.

Earlier, the Delhi High 
Court had rejected CWBF’s 
plea seeking direction for 
an SIT investigation into 
various serious illegalities 
including round-tripping 
of  funds, violations of  pro-
visions of  the Companies 
Act, and siphoning of  funds 
committed by the promoters 
of  IHFL, its subsidiaries and 
their promoters.

The special leave peti-
tion (SLP) filed before the 
apex court said that the 
Delhi High Court failed to 
appreciate that many of  
the companies to which 
IBHFL has extended these 
loans have a small paid-up 
capital, do not have any 
fixed assets and are not 
even engaged in any busi-
ness activities.

“The directors and 
office addresses of  many 
of  these companies are 
also common. A majority 
of  these borrower compa-
nies have also failed to file 
charges with the Minis-
try of  Corporate Affairs 

(MCA). That merely 
because the borrowing 
companies have paid back 
some of  the dubious loans 
advanced to it, does not 
imply that the promoters of  
Indiabulls did not benefit 
from the same,” contended 
the SLP filed through advo-
cate Neha Rathi.

It added that mere 
repayment of  loans does 
not absolve a company and 
its promoters from crimi-
nal liability and investiga-
tion, especially when such 
a company has further 
taken various loans, possi-
bly to show repayment in 
its book of  accounts.

The plea contended that 
IHFL and its promoters 
are in violation of  vari-
ous statutes and policies 
like evasion of  Income 
Tax, violation of  rules and 
regulations of  Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI), SEBI, 
National Housing Bank 
and other laws but none of  
the authorities have taken 
any action.

The petitioner said that 
the “instant scam” fol-
lows close to the heels of  
scams such as those per-
petrated by ICICI Bank, 
IL&FS and Dewan Hous-
ing Finance Limited and 
illustrates how promoters 
and persons in charge of  
large NBFCs have looted 
public monies invested in 
them and diverted them to 
their own companies using 
a web of  shell companies.

Indiabulls, a leading 
finance company and now 
an NBFC, was founded by 
Sameer Gehlaut in 1999 
and went public with a list-
ing on the Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE) in 2004.

Kanchipuram silk weavers see India-UK FTA 
as ray of hope for their sagging businesses

Tamil Nadu: Karur textiles businesses 

eye big gains in next 5-6 years, from FTA

IANS 

CHENNAI: Kanchipuram, 
a renowned pilgrimage 
centre in Tamil Nadu 
and widely known for its 
array of  handloom prod-
ucts, is anticipating good 
outcomes from the Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) 
signed between India and 
the United Kingdom.

The town, home to about 
a thousand temples, boasts 
more than 6,000 handloom 
weavers, who are mostly 
centred in areas like Pil-
layar Palayam and Ayy-
ampettai.

These weavers sell their 
sarees to private companies 
and cooperative institu-
tions. However, the rise of  
‘power-loom sarees’ being 
sold as Kanchi silk sarees 
has negatively impacted 
the livelihood of  genuine 
Kanchi silk saree weavers.

The recent surge in 
gold and silver prices fur-
ther heightened their woes 
and resulted in decreased 
sales, affecting the weav-
ers' income. The weavers 
are now demanding that 
the government control the 
prices of  gold and silver to 
alleviate their struggles.

Amid the challenges, the 

India-UK agreement has 
come as respite for them 
as they expect it to boost 
silk production and pro-
vide more opportunities to 
weavers. The agreement 
could help increase pro-
duction and exports, ben-
efiting the local weavers.

According to Mohan, a 
local silk saree producer, 

this agreement is a wel-
come development, and 
this could help the indus-
try grow.

Overall, the Kanchi-
puram silk industry 
requires support to over-
come these challenges and 
capitalise on opportuni-
ties like the India-UK FTA 
agreement.

The FTA, also known as 
the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA), is expected 
to significantly enhance 
jewellery exports from 
India, said reports citing 
experts.

Notably, the FTA was 
signed to give impetus to 
economic ties between the 
two nations. The agree-
ment aims to boost trade by 
reducing tariffs, streamlin-
ing customs processes, and 
enhancing collaboration 
across various sectors.

IANS 

CHENNAI: The Free 
T r a d e  A g r e e m e n t 
(FTA) recently inked 
between India and the 
United Kingdom (UK) 
is expected to drive 
strong growth in Indian 
exports, benefitting the 
textile manufacturing 
centres, in particular.

Notably, the FTA, also 
called as Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA), gives 
an unprecedented duty-
free access to 99 per cent 
of  India’s exports to the 
UK. This includes labour-
intensive sectors such as 
textiles, leather, marine 
products, gems and jew-
ellery, and toys, as well 

as high-growth sectors 
like engineering goods, 
chemicals, and auto com-
ponents.

After the FTA, many 
employment-intensive 
sectors like textiles, gar-
ments, leather goods, 
engineering products 
and jewellery are hoping 
to reap huge benefits 
because of  the incentives 
and duty-free access to 
UK markets. The duty 
exemptions will make 
Indian products more 
competitive and open up 
new opportunities in the 
overseas market.

Karur, a well-estab-
lished textile hub in the 
country, is excited and 
upbeat over the growth 
prospects in the coming 

years. Karur, a city in Tiru-
pur district of  Tamil Nadu, 
is a hub of  India’s ready-
made garments sector and 
is likely to see an increase 
in demand for green gar-
ments and high-value prod-
ucts in UK markets.

This will lead to a sig-
nificant boost in exports, 
investment expansion and 
employment. Moreover, 
these will help in skills 
development and techno-
logical advancement.

Cur rently,  India 
exports textiles and 
ready-made garments 
worth around $1.4 billion 
per year to the UK. With 
the FTA, this volume is 
expected to double in the 
next 5-6 years.

“The FTA is not just 

about trade growth, it 
represents comprehen-
sive economic partnership 
built on trust between the 
two countries. We thank 
the Prime Minister for 
successfully concluding 
this agreement,” said 
Homeline Textile’s Ange-
lina Stephan Babu.

Notably, the FTA 
ensures tariff  elimina-
tion on about 99 per cent 
of  tariff  lines, covering 
India’s nearly entire trade 
basket. This means nearly 
100 per cent of  Indian 
goods such as textiles, 
leather, marine products, 
gems and jewellery, toys, 
chemicals, engineering 
products, and agri-prod-
ucts will enter the UK 
market at zero duty.

India-Nigeria ties 

strengthened under PM Modi: 

Former Nigerian Minister
IANS 

GANDHINAGAR: Former 
Foreign Minister of  Nige-
ria, Geoffrey Onyeama, 
met Gujarat Chief  Minister 
Bhupendra Patel during 
his visit to India as part of  
the Indian Culture Immer-
sion Programme organised 
by the Ministry of  External 
Affairs on Wednesday.

During the meeting, 
held in Gandhinagar, both 
leaders lauded the deep-
ening India-Nigeria ties, 
particularly in the context 
of  Nigeria’s participation 
in the G-20 Summit under 
India’s presidency.

The Chief  Minister 
highlighted Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
global vision of  Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam - “the 
world is one family” - and 
emphasised how this ethos 
continues to shape India’s 
inclusive foreign policy.

Onyeama, accompa-
nied by his wife, expressed 
admiration for Gujarat’s 
rapid development and its 
preservation of  cultural 
heritage.

He appreciated Guja-
rat’s role in offering higher 
education opportunities to 
Nigerian students, further 
strengthening people-
to-people connections 
between the two countries.

He also acknowledged 
the significant contribution 
of  the Gujarati community 
to Nigeria’s socio-economic 

development and praised 
India’s technological and 
economic progress under 
PM Modi’s leadership.

Patel reiterated Guja-
rat’s willingness to explore 
greater cooperation with 
Nigeria in the fields of  
trade, industry, and invest-
ment.

The former Nigerian 
Foreign Minister’s visit 
included stops at the Statue 
of  Unity and Maharaja 
Sayajirao University in 
Vadodara.

He is scheduled to visit 
the National Forensic Sci-
ences University (NFSU) 
and Gujarat Technologi-
cal University (GTU) on 
Thursday.

Senior officials pres-
ent during the meeting 
included Additional Chief  
Secretary to the Chief  
Minister M.K. Das, Princi-
pal Secretary of  Industries 
Mamta Verma, Industries 

Commissioner P. Swaroop, 
and INDEXTb MD Keyur 
Sampat.

As of  2024, India and 
Nigeria maintain robust 
bilateral trade relations, 
with trade volumes exceed-
ing USD 14 billion annually.

India is one of  Nigeria's 
largest trading partners, 
primarily importing crude 
oil and liquefied natural gas 
from Nigeria, while export-
ing pharmaceuticals, engi-
neering goods, automobiles, 
textiles, and refined petro-
leum products.

Nigerian oil accounts 
for a significant share of  
India’s energy imports. 
Beyond hydrocarbons, the 
countries are also explor-
ing partnerships in agri-
culture, digital technol-
ogy, fintech, education, 
and capacity building, 
reflecting a broader shift 
toward diversified econom-
ic engagement.

No winners in tariff war, 

coercion and pressure won't 

achieve anything: China
IANS 

BEIJING:  Reacting 
strongly to the US threat 
of  facing higher tariffs if  
China continues to pur-
chase Russian oil, Beijing 
on Wednesday said that 
there are no winners in a 
tariff  war, and coercion 
and pressure will not solve 
problems.

"China will take reason-
able energy security mea-
sures based on its national 
interests. There are no 
winners in a tariff  war, and 
coercion and pressure will 
not solve problems. China 
will firmly safeguard its 
sovereignty, security, and 
development interests," 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun 
said during a regular 
media briefing.

China's reaction came 
around the same time US 
President Donald Trump 
threatened on Wednesday 
to impose a 25 per cent 
tariff  on India’s exports, 
starting Friday.

"India will be paying a 
tariff  of  25 per cent" start-
ing on August 1, Trump 
posted on Truth Social. He 
said that India would also 
face an additional tariff  
penalty for buying Russian 
energy.

Trump had set the pen-
alty, known as secondary 
tariffs, across the board at 
100 per cent for all who are 
buying Russian energy if  

Moscow did not reach a 
ceasefire with Ukraine.

He shortened the dead-
line for that to 10 days 
from Tuesday, setting it at 
August 7.

The threat to India could 
be a negotiating tactic to 
force New Delhi to reach 
an agreement after Trump 
and his officials, like Com-
merce Secretary Howard 
Lutnick, had spoken opti-
mistically that India would 
be among the first to make 
a deal.

India was among the 
first countries to start 
trade negotiations with 
Washington on tariffs, and 
Trump had repeatedly said 
that an agreement was 
imminent, most recently 
last week.

Trump said in his post: 
"Remember, while India is 
our friend, we have, over 

the years, done relatively 
little business with them 
because their Tariffs are 
far too high, among the 
highest in the World".

He accused India of  
having "the most strenu-
ous and obnoxious non-
monetary Trade Barriers 
of  any Country".

He added: "They have 
always bought a vast 
majority of  their military 
equipment from Russia, 
and are Russia’s largest 
buyer of  ENERGY, along 
with China, at a time when 
everyone wants Russia to 
STOP THE KILLING IN 
UKRAINE".

"ALL THINGS NOT 
GOOD! INDIA WILL 
THEREFORE BE PAYING 
A TARIFF OF 25%, PLUS 
A PENALTY FOR THE 
ABOVE, STARTING ON 
AUGUST FIRST," he wrote.

Kremlin lauds preparedness 
as earthquake struck Russia's 
Kamchatka peninsula

IANS 

MOSCOW: The massive 
earthquake that struck 
off  the coast of  Russia's 
Kamchatka Peninsula 
earlier in the day high-
lighted the region's pre-
paredness to tackle such 
high level emergency 
situations, Russian Presi-
dential Press Secretary 
Dmitry Peskov said in 
Moscow on Wednesday.

The preventive mea-
sures taken forth the earth-
quake struck "proved" the 
region's preparedness, 
Peskov stated.

"All warning systems 
worked in a timely manner, 
and the tsunami evacu-
ation of  people from the 
areas where they needed 
to be evacuated was organ-
ised," Peskov said during a 
media briefing.

"In general, the seismic 
resistance of  the buildings 
proved its worth. Thank 
God, there were no casual-
ties. And so here, let's say, 
technological prepared-
ness - it proved its worth 
and showed itself  to be at 
a high level," TASS quoted 
the Kremlin representative 
as saying.

The Director of  the 
Schmidt Institute of  Phys-
ics of  the Earth of  the 

Russian Academy of  Sci-
ences, Sergei Tikhotsky, 
told the state-run news 
agency that the earth-
quake that struck Kam-
chatka early Wednesday 
was an "expected event of  
the last 30 years", giving 
the people enough time to 
be prepared, along with 
the steps already taken to 
strengthen buildings.

As per Tikhotsky, the 
most vital and crucial 
part of  the seismic activi-
ties has already swept off, 
which would mean that the 
aftershocks would not be 
much worse, or stronger 
than the initial hits.

The US Geological 
Survey (USGS) reported 
that the quake's epicentre 
was located about 125 km 
southeast of  Petropavlov-
sk-Kamchatsky, a major 
city in the far eastern 
region of  Russia.

Initially reported as 
an 8.0 magnitude quake, 
the USGS later revised its 
assessment to 8.7, citing 
updated data.

The earthquake was 
recorded at a relatively 
shallow depth of  19.3 
kilometres (12 miles), 
increasing the likelihood 
of  significant surface-lev-
el shaking and potential 
tsunami waves.

Charmed by PM Modi's 'diplomatic spell', Maldives and Lankan leaders give up anti-India stance
IANS 

COLOMBO: Charmed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's "diplo-
matic spell", Maldives President 
Mohamed Muizzu and Sri Lankan 
President Anura Dissanayake - 
two leaders who backed a strong 
anti-India policy before coming to 
power in their respective nations 

- now seem to have made a major 
shift in their approach towards 
New Delhi, the Lankan media 
cited on Wednesday.

The observations were made 
during Dissanayake's ongoing 
July 28-30 State Visit to the Mal-
dives which took place almost 
immediately after PM Modi's 
landmark visit to Male, last week.

"With the end of  Modi's visit 
to the Maldives, Sri Lanka's 
pro-China JVP leader, Presi-
dent Anura, has gone to the 
Maldives at the invitation of  
the Maldivian President. What 
happened to Anura, and to 
the JVP, is the same as what 
happened to the Maldivian 
President. They also showed a 

strong anti-India policy before 
coming to power," a report by 
Lankan media outlet Mawrata 
News stated.

Last December, Dissanayake, 
while visiting India on what was 
his first official foreign visit since 
assuming office, had thanked 
India for its "immense support" 
during the unprecedented eco-

nomic crisis and also assured 
Prime Minister Modi that he will 
not allow the island nation to be 
used in any way that is detrimen-
tal to the interest of  India.

On July 25, PM Modi arrived in 
Male on a two-day State Visit to 
participate in the Maldives' 60th 
Independence Day celebrations 
as the Guest of  Honour.
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Satish Sharma emphasizes 
Science, Technology driven 
agri transformation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister 
for Food, Civil Supplies 
& Consumer Affairs, 
Information Technol-
ogy, Science and Tech-
nology, Transport, Satish 
Sharma, Wednesday reaf-
firmed the government’s 
commitment towards 
transforming Jammu and 
Kashmir’s agriculture 
sector through cutting-
edge science, technology 
and innovation.

The Minister was 
speaking at a high-level 
Stakeholders Meet on 
Strengthening the Sci-
ence, Technology & Inno-
vation (STI) Ecosystem 
in Kashmir, organized by 
PI-RAHI, Northern Region 
S&T Cluster in collabora-
tion with the Jammu and 
Kashmir Science & Tech-
nology Council and Sher-
e-Kashmir University of  
Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (SKUAST-
Kashmir).

The function witnessed 
participation of  Vice Chan-
cellor SKUAST-K, Dr. Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai; Secretary 
Science & Technology, Dr. 
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary; 
Advisor PI-RAHI, Jatinder 
Kour Arora; Additional 
Director JKSTIC, Dr. Nasir 
Shah along with senior sci-
entists, progressive farm-
ers, scholars and officers of  
the Science & Technology 
Department.

Satish Sharma invoked 
the visionary reforms of  
Sher-e-Kashmir  Sheikh 
Abdullah, who brought the 
historic land-to-the-tiller 
legislation. He emphasized 
that the present focus is on 

bringing about a similar 
transformation through 
smart technologies and 
modern scientific inter-
ventions in agriculture. 
“Today’s focus is on cre-
ating a dynamic Science, 
Technology and Innova-
tion (STI) ecosystem in 
Kashmir. Our farmers 
must not only be benefi-
ciaries of  government aid 
but active participants in 
technological progress,” he 
maintained.

The Minister outlined 
several key pillars of  the 
government's agricultural 
transformation agenda 
under the leadership of   
Chief  Minister  Omar 
Abdullah. These included 
Smart Farming Solutions, 
Biotechnology Interven-
tions, Post-Harvest Man-
agement and Value Addi-
tion, Use of  Renewable 
Energy in Agriculture, 
E-Commerce and Direct 

Market Access for Farm-
ers, Skill Development, 
Capacity Building and 
Robust R&D.

Satish Sharma also 
launched four new start-
ups by young innovators 
of  SKUAST-K, symbolizing 
the government’s support 
for youth-led entrepre-
neurship in the agri-tech 
domain. He praised the 
innovative spirit of  Kash-
mir's youth and stressed 
the importance of  creating 
a conducive research and 
innovation ecosystem. “We 
have the brains that can do 
wonders. All they need is 
the right environment, like 
a seed that needs sunlight 
and water to bloom,” he 
added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vice Chancellor 
SKUAST-K, elaborated on 
the university’s initiatives 
to build a vibrant agri-tech-
nology ecosystem. He said 

that these steps are geared 
toward increasing employ-
ability, improving yields, 
and boosting the income 
of  the farming community.

Secretary Science & 
Technology, Dr. Shahid 
Iqbal Choudhary, stressed 
the need to bridge the gap 
between government and 
academia, enabling the 
young researchers to scale 
their innovations. He pro-
posed institutional schol-
arships to support youth 
innovators and ensure 
their ideas receive the nec-
essary backing.

Earlier, the Minister 
went around the SKUAST-K 
campus and interacted with 
the students and innovators. 
He was briefed about several 
ongoing research projects 
and cutting-edge technolo-
gies being developed to 
support sustainable and 
climate-resilient farming in 
the region.

CS assesses implementation of 

SBM-Urban, AMRUT 2.0 in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo, today 
chaired a meeting to 
review implementation 
of  the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Urban) and the 
status of  sewerage treat-
ment infrastructure across 
urban areas of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting, which 
was attended by Commis-
sioner Secretary, H&UDD; 
Commissioner, JMC; 
MD, AMRUT; Director, 
ULB, Kashmir/Jammu 
and others, also reviewed 
progress under the flagship 
Atal Mission for Rejuvena-
tion and Urban Transfor-
mation (AMRUT) 2.0.

While assessing the 
ongoing initiatives, the 
Chief  Secretary underlined 
the importance of  ensuring 
scientific disposal of  waste 
and maintaining high level 
of  urban cleanliness. He 
observed that hygienic and 
ambient environments are 
preferred by the residents 
and emphasized that sani-
tation must remain a top 
priority for all Urban Local 
Bodies (ULBs).

Calling for a mission-
mode approach, Dulloo 
directed the concerned 
departments to fast-
track all pending projects 
and complete them in a 
time-bound manner. He 

instructed for formulat-
ing a robust Operation 
and Maintenance (O&M) 
plan for the upkeep and 
continued usability of  old 
community toilets across 
urban areas.

The Chief  Secretary 
stressed the importance 
of  adhering to norms pre-
scribed by the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) to 
prevent pollution of  water 
bodies. He called for effec-
tive micro-planning of  
waste management and 
optimization of  the capac-
ity of  existing Sewerage 
Treatment Plants (STPs), 
aligning with establish-
ment of  new facilities 
with local requirements 
to ensure comprehensive 
cleanliness.

Commissioner Secre-
tary, Housing and Urban 
Development Department 
(H&UDD), Mandeep Kaur, 
briefed the meeting about 
the implementation of  Solid 
Waste Management (SWM) 
under SBM (Urban) 2.0.

She informed that Mate-
rial Recovery Facilities 
(MRFs) are being devel-
oped for dry waste, while 
Compressed Biogas (CBG) 
and compost plants are 
being set up for processing 
wet waste. Besides, legacy 
waste is being addressed 
through bioremediation 
and Construction and 
Demolition (C&D) waste 

plants are also coming up 
in Jammu and Srinagar, 
she added.

Devansh Yadav, Mis-
sion Director, SBM Urban, 
shared granular details of  
infrastructure being devel-
oped under the mission. 
He made out that Material 
Recovery Facilities (MRF) 
for JMC (150 TPD), SMC 
(459 TPD), ULBs of  Jammu 
Division (63 TPD), ULBs 
of  Kashmir Division (117 
TPD) are currently being 
created under SBM-U.

Similarly for processing 
of  wet waste, CBG Plants 
for Jammu city (225 TPD) 
and Srinagar (300 TPD) are 
being created along with 
Compost Units for SMC 
(459 TPD), Jammu ULBs 
(100 TPD) and Kashmir 
ULBs (184 TPD).

With respect to the legacy 
waste, it was revealed that 
the same is being treated 
through a scientific pro-
cess of  bioremediation. It 
was also informed that the 
organisation wise legacy 
waste to be treated involves 
SMC (11 lakh MT), JMC (7.23 
lakh MT), Jammu ULBs (6 
lakh MT) and Kashmir 
ULBs (3.78 lakh MT) for 
which works had been 
allotted and at many places 
started too.

Regarding the status 
of  sewerage treatment 
infrastructure, Superin-
tending Engineer, UEED, 

Samiullah Beigh, informed 
that the current urban 
population of  J&K is 
approximately 42.5 lakh, 
generating 457.45 MLD of  
wastewater. Against this, 
a cumulative STP capac-
ity of  163.69 MLD has been 
established. Additionally, 
66.9 MLD capacity is under 
execution and STPs with a 
further 45.2 MLD capacity 
have been tendered out.

The meeting was 
informed that under 
AMRUT 2.0, projects worth 
over Rs1002 crore are being 
implemented across J&K, 
including Rs 867 crore in 
Central Assistance. The 
mission primarily focus-
es on completion of  99 
water supply schemes to 
ensure sustainable drink-
ing water access to all the 
major towns of  J&K. It also 
envisages sewerage and 
septic management proj-
ects worth Rs 196 crore in 
assistance by Central gov-
ernment and Rs20 Cr for 
Water body rejuvenation 
projects.

The Chief  Secretary 
emphasized the need to 
align AMRUT projects 
with the broader objective 
of  sustainable urban devel-
opment. He directed all the 
implementing agencies to 
maintain momentum and 
accountability through out 
the implementation of  this 
flagship programme.

6th District Srinagar Yogasana Sports 

Championship 2025–26 Concludes Successfully
GMK NEWS NETWORK

The 6th District Sri-
nagar Yogasana 
Sports Champion-

ship 2025–26 concluded 
with great enthusiasm at 
the Sher-i-Kashmir Indoor 
Sports Complex (SKISC), 
Srinagar. Held from July 
29 to 30, the championship 
was organized by the Dis-
trict Srinagar Yogasana 
Sports Association, affili-
ated with the J&K Yogas-
ana Sports Association 
& sponsored by the J&K 
Sports Council.

The closing ceremony, 
held on July 30, was graced 

by Mr. Maqsood Ahmad, 
Manager SKISC, as the 
Chief  Guest. The Guests 
of  Honour included Mr. 
Shabir Ahmad Dar (Senior 
Yogasana Coach, JKSC), 
Bollywood actor Mr. Aadil 
Khan, Mr. Basit Nabi (Sec-

retary, District Budgam 
YSA), Mr. Altaf  Ahmad 
Bhat (Member, JKYSA) 
& Mr. Aijaz Ahmad Bhat 
(President, District Sri-
nagar YSA).

The Chief  Guest felici-
tated the top perform-

ers with medals & tro-
phies. Tameem Tariq was 
declared Best Male Player, 
while Hurrabah Ashai was 
honoured as Best Female 
Player for their outstand-
ing performances.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from young athletes across 
the district, highlighting 
the growing interest in 
Yogasana as a competi-
tive sport. The association 
thanked all officials, vol-
unteers & participants for 
their support & reiterated 
its commitment to promote 
Yogasana at the grassroots 
level in Srinagar.

Committee on Subordinate 

Legislation meets in Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Commit-
tee on Subordinate Legis-
lation of  the Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly Wednesday convened a 
meeting at the Assembly 
Complex in Srinagar to 
examine and review the 
rules, regulations and by-
laws framed by the Revenue 
Department.

The meeting was chaired 
by Committee Chairman, 
Hasnain Masoodi and 
attended by members Reyaz 
Ahmad Khan, Hilal Akbar 
Lone, Shabir Ahmad Kullay, 
Satish Kumar Sharma, Irfan 

Hafiz Lone and Dr. Ramesh-
war Singh.

The Committee conduct-
ed a detailed examination 
of  various rules, sub-rules, 
regulations and bye-laws 
framed by the Revenue 
Department.

Emphasizing the need for 
efficient and seamless ser-
vice delivery, the Commit-
tee underscored the impor-
tance of  transparent land 
transfer mechanisms and 
user-friendly revenue ser-
vices for the general public.

In-depth discussions 
were held on key legal pro-
visions related to land laws.

The Committee stressed 

the need for hassle-free 
registration processes and 
easy access to revenue 
records to enhance public 
convenience. It deliber-
ated on key rules including 
Migrant Rules, Agrarian 
Reforms Rules, Land Grant 
Rules and Evacuees' Prop-
erty Rules.

The Chairman highlight-
ed the pivotal role of  land 
laws in ensuring justice and 
equity and reaffirmed the 
Committee’s commitment 
to public welfare. He urged 
all members to contribute 
constructively towards leg-
islation that benefits every 
section of  society.

Sakeena Itoo mourns 
loss of teacher killed in 
Handwara road accident

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for Educa-
tion, Sakeena has expressed deep 
grief over the tragic road accident 
at Behnipora area of Handwara 
in which a Government teacher, 
Irshad Ahmed Lone lost his life 
and many were injured. In her 
condolence message, the Minister 
extended her deepest sympa-
thies to the bereaved family. She 
described the deceased teacher as 
a dedicated educator who served 
the community with commitment 
and integrity. The Minister prayed 
for eternal peace of the departed 
soul and conveyed her solidarity 
with the grieving family during this 
difficult time.


