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Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra has crossed 3,35,000 mark. The

Ui

dedication, passion & commitment of our officials,

| service providers and every-one involved in this holy
& | pilgrimage has ensured a pleasant & memorable
pilgrimage for the devotees of Baba Barfani.
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M Amarnath Yatra

Around 11,000
Perform Darshan

UMAISAR GUL GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The annual
Amarnath Yatra continued
on Tuesday with around
11,000 pilgrims paying obei-
sance at the holy cave shrine
nestled in the Himalayas of
South Kashmir.

With this, the cumulative
figure of devotees, who have
undertaken the pilgrimage
since its commencement on
July 3, has reached 3.311akh,
officials said.

Officials said that a total
of 10,829 pilgrims performed
darshan at the sacred cave
on Tuesday. Among them
were 7646 men, 2,660 women,
97 children, 76 sadhus, 2 sad-
hvis, 3 transgender persons
and 345 security personnel.

While the footfall at the
shrine remained good, the
number of pilgrims depart-
ing from Jammu—the start-
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ing point for most yatris—
has shown a consistent
downward trend over the
past few days.

From 7,908 pilgrims on
July 18, the number dropped
to 6,365 on July 19, 4,388 on
July 20, 3,791 on July 21 and
3536 on July 22— the lowest
daily departure figure
recorded so far during this
year’s yatra.

Despite the decline, offi-
cials said that the pilgrimage
is progressing smoothly and
peacefully, with robust secu-
rity and logistical arrange-
ments in place across all
transit and base locations.

Escorted by Central
Reserve Police Force and
police personnel, the 20th
batch of 3,536 pilgrims -- 2,601
men, 822 women, 11 children
and 102 sadhus and sadhvis --
left the Bhagwati Nagar base
camp Jammu this eP-06

LG Launches Dedicated Web Portal
For Terror Victim Families In J&K

LG Sinha To Personally Monitor, Oversee Redressal Of Cases
T NZ

GMK NEWS NETWORK

INITIATIVE WILL
streamline, expedite the
process of providing relief,
compassionate appoint-
ments

Web portal will serve as
CEl LIZEDplat-
form to capture, maintain
comprehensive district-
wise data

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant move to provide insti-
tutionalized support to vic-
tims of terrorism, Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha
Tuesday launched a dedi-
cated portal for the terror
victim families in Jammu
Kashmir.

“The initiative will
streamline and expedite the
process of providing relief,
compassionate appoint-
ments, and other forms of
assistance to those who
have suffered from terror-
ism in the UT,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

The Web portal, devel-
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ment in collaboration
with NIC, will serve as a
centralized platform to
capture and maintain com-
prehensive district-wise
data on Terrorism-affected
families. The details of
any encroachments on the
property of the victims or
their NOKs are also being

captured.

It will ensure that no
legitimate case is left
unaddressed and timely
support is extended to eli-
gible families in terms of
financial relief, ex-gratia
compensation and compas-
sionate employment while
ensuring elimination of
any bogus or multiple eP-06
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LG Sinha Visits
Nunwan, Chandanwatri
Base Camps

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PAHALGAM: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha Tuesday visited
Nunwan and Chandanwari Base
Camps and reviewed the services
and facilities for the pilgrims.

The Lieutenant Governor inter-
acted with the pilgrims, service pro-
viders, langer sevadars, sanitation
workers, medical staff, and admin-
istrative, Police and security offi-
cials deputed for the ongoing Shri
Amarnathji Yatra. He took stock
of department-wise arrangements,
logistics, lodging, disaster manage-
ment, healthcare and other facili-
ties that have been put in place on
travel route and Yatra base camps
at Pahalgam axis.

The Lieutenant Governor lauded
the dedication, passion and commit-
ment of Camp directors, officials
of Shrine Board, Civil and police
administration, security eP-06

GG THE INITIATIVE WILL STREAMLINE AND EXPEDITE THE PROCESS OF PROVIDING

relief, compassionate appointments, and other forms of assistance to those who have suffered from terrorismin the

UT,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

President
Murmu Accepts
VP Dhankhar’s
Resignation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday accepted the
resignation of Jagdeep
Dhankhar. The approval
has been sent to the Home
Ministry, and a formal
notification will be issued
shortly.Srinagar food
guide

Droupadi Murmu,
India’s 15th President, is
the second woman and
first Adivasi President f
India.

The 74-year-old’s res-
ignation, announced on
Monday, came as a sur-
prise, as he had chaired
the first day of the Parlia-
ment’s Monsoon Session
as Rajya Sabha Chairman.

In his letter to Presi-
dent Murmu, Dhankhar
cited health reasons and
medical advice. “To pri-
oritise healthcare and
abide by medical advice, I
hereby resign as the Vice
President of India, effec-
tive immediately, eP-06

IMD Issues Flash Flood
Alert For 12 J&K Districts

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued a Flash

Flood Guidance Bulle- of life.
tin for 12 districts
across Jammu

v
Q

ment standard safety pro-
tocols, ensure readiness of
response teams, and closely
monitor vulnerable areas to
minimize any damage or loss

“The situation
is being moni-
tored, and fur-
ther updates will

and Kashmir, R
warning of a low D
to moderate risk of P be shared based on

flash floods over
the next 24 hours.

continuous inputs

from IMD and related
According to the departments,” a local
alert, the dis- official confirmed.
[ S~——_~—

tricts under
potential

threat include

Kathua, Samba, Udhampur,
Doda, Kishtwar, Ramban,
Reasi, Jammu, Rajouri,
Poonch, Baramulla, and
Anantnag.

In light of the warning,
the District Disaster Manage-
ment Authorities (DDMAS)
have been advised to imple-

Authorities
have urged
residents,

especially those living in
low-lying or flood-prone
areas, to stay updated via
official weather alerts,
avoid unnecessary travel
during heavy rain, and
follow instructions issued
by local administration
and emergency services)

..Centre Reports 2.7 Cr Payout

Unseasonal Rains Damage

1,239 Hecta

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Jammu and
Kashmir suffered significant
crop damage due to unseasonal
rains and extreme weather con-
ditions during the 2025 Mon-
soon season with 1,239 hectares
of Agricultural land affected,
according to the Union Minis-
try of Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare.

The information was tabled
in response to a question in the
Lok Sabha. Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han stated that the losses were
reported between April 1 and

July 14, 2025.

Major crops impacted in the
region include wheat, maize,

paddy, barley and various hor-
ticultural produce, though
district-level specifics were not
detailed in the statement.
Under the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY),

res Of Crops

over 9,500 farmer applications
were insured in J&K, covering
an area of 5,500 hectares. As of
June 30, the government dis-
bursed Rs 2.7 crore in claims,
benefitting insured eP-06

Carry Independent
Verification Of Rural Waste

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo
Tuesday reviewed
the progress
of the Swachh
Bharat Mission
(Grameen)-II
(SBM-G Phase-II),
highlighting signifi-
cant achievements in
rural sanitation and outlin-
ing ambitious plans for the
future.

The review meeting
besides Commissioner Sec-
retary, RDD was attended by
MD, Rural Sanitation; COO,
Himayat and others to take
appraisal of the Open Defeca-
tion Free (ODF) status and
enhancing Solid and Liquid
Waste Management (SLWM)
in rural areas.

Management Infra: CS

During the review meet-
ing, the Chief Secretary
laid strong emphasis on
furnishing a detailed
report on the door-
to-door waste col-
lection status in
rural areas. He
directed that a
= sample survey be
conducted through
the Economics & Sta-
tistics (E&S) offices in each
district to assess the actual
implementation and prog-
ress of this initiative at the
village level.
Dulloo further called for
a comprehensive audit of
assets created by the Depart-
ment. He underscored the
importance of verifying the
dashboard data with the
ground realities, ensuring
both are aligned. oP-06

Omar Advocates Holistic
Implementation Of NEP

India’s Doctor-Population

Amit Shah To Unveil National Ratio Improves To 1:811: Gol

Cooperative Policy 2025 On Thursday

‘New Policy Will Make Cooperatives Vibrant, Contribute To Vision Of Viksit Bharat 2047’

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister and Minister of
Cooperative Amit Shah will
unveil the National Coopera-
tive Policy 2025 on Thursday
(July 24).

According to the details
available, the event will be
organized at Atal Akshay Urja
Bhawan, officials said.

Members of the drafting
committee of the National
Cooperative Policy, Chairmen
and Managing Directors of all
National Cooperative Unions,
senior officials of the Minis-
try, senior officials of National
Cooperative Development Cor-
poration (NCDC), National
Council of Cooperative Train-
ing (NCCT) and Vaikunth
Mehta National Institute of
Cooperative Management
(VAMNICOM) will be present
on the occasion, officials said.

They said the new coopera-
tive policy will prove to be a

P ¢ 4
milestone in the cooperative
movement of India for the
next two decades from 2025-
45. “Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the able guidance of Union
Home Minister and Coopera-
tive Minister Amit Shah, the
new cooperative policy 2025
aims to revive and modernize
the cooperative sector as well
as realize the vision of pros-

“?_ v

perity through cooperation
by creating a roadmap at the
grassroots level,” they added.

“Earlier in the year 2002,
the country's first National
Cooperative Policy was issued,
which gave a basic framework
for better management of the
economic activities of coop-
erative institutions. In the last
20 years, many major changes
have taken place in eP-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Union Gov-
ernment announced on Tues-
day that India has made sig-
nificant progress in improv-
ingits doctor-population ratio,
now estimated at 1 doctor per
811 people. This figure reflects
an 80% availability of both
allopathic and AYUSH medi-
cal practitioners, marking a
positive development in
the country’s health-
care landscape.

Asreport-
ed, respond-
ing to
question
from Biju
Janata Dal MP, Shubhash-
ish Khuntia, the Union Min-
ister for Health and Family
Welfare said that currently,
there are 1,386,150 registered
allopathic doctors across the
country. He said the Ministry
of AYUSH has 751,768 regis-
tered practitioners. Assuming
80% of these professionals are
actively available, the overall
doctor-population ratio stands
at approximately 1:811.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has undertaken
various measures to address

+CM K<
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the shortage of medical pro-
fessionals. These include the
establishment of 131 new
medical colleges through a
cen - trally sponsored
scheme, which
involves upgrad-
district and refer-
ral hospitals.
“Out of 157
approved medi-
cal colleges,
these are now
operational.
Efforts are also
underway to
strengthen and
upgrade existing
state and central
government medical colleges
to increase MBBS and post-
graduate seats,” he said.
Under the Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY), 75 projects for
upgrading government medi-
cal colleges—particularly
constructing super specialty
blocks—have been approved,
with 71 of these projects
now complete, the govern-
ment said, adding that 22 new
ATIIMS have been approved,
with undergraduate courses
already started in 19 of them.
“To help mitigate eP-06

ing

Urges Educators To Empower Learners;
Addresses One-Day Conference

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah Tuesday
underscored the need for
comprehensive, inclusive
and locally adaptable imple-
mentation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
calling it a visionary docu-
ment whose success depends
entirely on its understanding
and execution at the grass-
roots level.

The Chief Minister was
speaking at a One-Day Con-
ference on NEP-2020 held
at Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention Centre
(SKICC), themed “Empow-
ering Education Leaders for
Holistic Education.”

Emphasizing the impor-

tance of reflection and
course correction, the Chief
Minister said, “The New
Education Policy is now five
years old. This is the time to
evaluate where we have suc-
ceeded, where we have fallen
short, and what more can be
done to implement it better.
A policy is only as effective
as its application and under-
standing.”

Terming the NEP-2020
a “magnificent and far-
reaching” framework, Omar
Abdullah stressed that real
change will come only when
the policy is understood in its
true spirit and implemented
with sensitivity to local needs
and realities.

He said the future of
Jammu and eP-06
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DIPR Announces
Online Competitions to
Celebrate I-Day 2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In connec-
tion with the upcoming
Independence Day 2025 cel-
ebrations, the Department
of Information and Public
Relations (DIPR), Jammu
& Kashmir, has launched
three online competitions
to encourage citizens—
particularly students and
youth—to participate in
creative and patriotic
expressions.

Participants are encour-
aged to take part in the
National Anthem Singing
Competition, where they
can showcase their love
for the nation by submit-
ting their renditions of the
National Anthem. The best
entries will be awarded
cash prizes. Entries can
be submitted through the

INDEPENDENCE DAY-

link: https://forms.gle/
grnéauoUu9tNHrzR7.

To inspire thought lead-
ership and visionary think-
ing, an Online Essay Writ-
ing Competition has been
announced on the theme
"Viksit Bharat @2047".
Participants are invited
to pen down their aspira-

tions and innovative ideas
for a developed India as we
approach 2047, marking
100 years of independence.
Entries can be submit-
ted at: https://forms.gle/
ebK8Fe2hQWx2zMWv8.

In addition, DIPR has
also initiated an Online
Painting Competition on

the theme “Draw Your
Favourite Freedom Fight-
er”. Budding artists are
encouraged to honour
and depict the legacy of
India’s freedom fighters
through colours and cre-
ativity. Entries for this
competition can be submit-
ted at: https://forms.gle/
PH4GXKVdqK6AdPL9.

All competitions are
open to the general public
and aim to instill patriotic
spirit, nurture talent, and
celebrate the idea of India.
Attractive prizes and cer-
tificates await the winners.

DIPR urges citizens
across Jammu & Kash-
mir to participate enthu-
siastically and make this
Independence Day truly
memorable by contribut-
ing their voice, vision, and
creativity.

NasHA MukT ABHIYAN

Extensive outreach drives held across
Budgam to curb substance abuse

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: As part of
the ongoing Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan, a series
of impactful Information,
Education & Communica-
tion (IEC) campaigns were
organised Tuesday across
several locations in district
Budgam to raise aware-
ness about the harmful
effects of drug abuse and
to promote a drug-free life-
style, especially among the
youth.

The awareness pro-
grammes were conducted
at various educational
and community locations
including Government
Middle School Kralpora,
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School Wathora,
Government High School
Ompora etc.

The campaigns wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from students, teach-
ers, civil society members,
and representatives from
key departments such as
Health, Education, Social
Welfare, and local Munici-
pal Committees.

Key activities included
awareness sessions on
psychological, health,
and social impacts of sub-
stance abuse, Anti-drug
pledge ceremonies led by

school faculty and admin-
istration, rallies and street
awareness marches involv-
ing students and youth vol-
unteers, door-to-door cam-
paigns by volunteers and
health workers in several
locations including Kani-
hama and Narbal, Inter-
active sessions, including
group discussions, quizzes,
and distribution of educa-
tional material.

Speakers at the events
highlighted the growing
menace of drug addic-
tion among adolescents,
emphasized early iden-
tification and interven-
tion, and elaborated on
available counselling and
rehabilitation services.
The importance of collec-
tive efforts by communi-
ties, schools, and families
in tackling this challenge
was underscored.

These IEC campaigns
were aimed at equipping
the youth with essen-
tial knowledge to resist
substance abuse and to
encourage them to be
champions of change in
their communities. The
initiative reaffirmed the
district’s ongoing com-
mitment to a Nasha Mukt
Budgam, Nasha Mukt
Jammu & Kashmir, and a
Nasha Mukt Bharat.

DC Kulgam reviews arrangements
for I-Day celebrations

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam,
Athar Aamir Khan Tues-
day convened a meeting
of officers from the civil
administration, Army, and
Police to review and final-
ize arrangements for the
upcoming Independence
Day 2025 celebrations in
the district.

During the meeting,
District Police Lines
(DPL) Kulgam was final-
ized as the main venue,
where the Tricolour will
be hoisted by the chief
guest. The ceremony will
be followed by a march
past featuring contin-
gents from District
Police, CRPF, IRP, Wom-
en’s Contingent, Police
Band, NCC, students,
and other participants.

A detailed discussion
was held regarding secu-
rity arrangements, traffic
regulation, seating, Full
Dress Rehearsal, decora-
tion, cultural events, public
address system, power and
water supply, transport,
sanitation, medical care,
invitation cards, barricad-
ing and other logistics.

DC fixed responsibilities
to concerned officers and
departments and directed
them to ensure foolproof
and elaborate arrange-

ments for the smooth con-
duct of the event.

He emphasized that
all preparations must be
completed well in advance,
with close coordination
among departments to
make the celebration a
grand success.

KPDCL and Jal Shakti
departments were direct-
ed to ensure uninterrupt-
ed electricity and water
supply, including provi-
sion of water tankers at
the venue.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) was instructed to
arrange proper medical
facilities, including staff
and ambulances.

Executive Officer of
Municipal Council Kulgam
was asked to ensure clean-
liness and sanitation of
the venue and town, while
KPDCL was also tasked
with illuminating the Mini-
Secretariat and other key
office complexes and other
locations.

The meeting was
attended by ADDC,
Altaf Ahmad; ADC,
Vigar Ahmad Giri; SDM
Noorabad, Bashir Ul
Hassan; ACR, Riyaz
Ahmad Shah; ACD, Bilal
Ahmad Kamgar; Tehsil-
dars, Executive Engineers
of R&B and Jal Shakti,
ARTO and other district
and sectoral officers.

B'pora Intensifies fight
against drugs with launch of

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In a signifi-
cant step towards curbing
the growing menace of
drug abuse among youth,
District Drug De-Addiction
and Rehabilitation Centre
(DDAC), Bandipora, in col-
laboration with the Social
Welfare department, Band-
ipora organized an impact-
ful outreach programme at
Government High School
Kehnusa, Bandipora.

The awareness pro-
gramme witnessed active
participation from stu-
dents, teachers, non-teach-
ing staff, and concerned
parents. The event aimed
to sensitize the communi-
ty, particularly the young-
er generation, about the
perils of substance abuse
and the importance of
timely intervention, coun-
selling, and rehabilitation.

Speakers at the event

‘Antl Drug Youth Clubs’

highlighted various dimen-
sions of drug addiction, from
early signs and psychological
impacts to available support
systems under the National
Action Plan for Drug Demand
Reduction (NAPDDR). They
also emphasized the crucial
role of schools and families
in early detection and pre-
vention.

A key highlight of the
event was the formation of
Student and Youth Clubs
against Drug Abuse under
the NAPDDR framework.
These clubs are envisioned
to serve as proactive peer-
led forums that will not
only spread awareness but
also lead community-level
actions and campaigns
against drug abuse.

Locals appreciated the
initiative, describingitasa
much-needed intervention
in the wake of increasing
substance abuse cases in
the district.

DC Bandipora Inaugurates District
Wushu Champlonshlp 2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Manzoor Ahmad
Qadri, on Tuesday inaugu-
rated the District Wushu
Championship 2025 at
Universal Education Trust
School, Plan Bandipora.

The event, organized
under the Nasha Mukht
Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA),
aims to promote physical
fitness, youth empower-
ment, and a drug-free
lifestyle.

The championship wit-
nessed the participation
of nearly 300 young ath-
letes, including boys and
girls from schools and
clubs across the district,
competing in various age
categories.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC underscored the
transformative power of

sports in shaping the char-
acter of young individuals.
He noted that sports help
instill discipline, focus, and
teamwork.

He further stated that
the district administration
remains fully committed to
initiatives that positively
channel the energy of the
youth and keep them away
from drug abuse.

Padma Shri awardee
and Brand Ambassador
of the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan, Faisal Ali Dar,
also graced the event. He
lauded the initiative and
encouraged the young
participants to pursue
sports as a path toward a
healthier and more mean-
ingful life.

Among others, the event
was attended by renowned
sports personalities from
the district, enthusiastic
youth, and sports lovers.

H&H deptt organizes CBP on

SRINAGAR | Wednesday, 23, July 2025

Branding and Packagmg under RAMP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director-
ate of Handicrafts and
Handloom, Kashmir,
being the Implementing
Agency under the World
Bank-supported Raising
and Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP)
programme, successfully
conducted one-day Capac-
ity Building Programme
(CBP) on Branding and
Packaging at the Con-

ference Hall, Exhibition

Ground, Srinagar.

This workshop is fourth
in the series of Capac-
ity Building Programmes
under RAMP.

The session was designed
to equip artisans and weav-
ers with practical insights
and strategies for effec-
tive product branding and
modern packaging—critical
components in enhancing
market reach and competi-
tiveness in both domestic

and international markets.

Training was conduct-
ed by experts and faculty
from the National Institute
of Fashion Technology
(NIFT), who shared hands-
on guidance, case studies,
and design approaches.

Over 100 artisans and
producers, particularly
those engaged in G.I/
ODOP/DEH products
enthusiastically partici-
pated in the event.

Programme aimed to
empower grassroots craft
producers by introducing
them to evolving consum-
er preferences, branding
tools, and value-added
packaging techniques.

This initiative is part of
a broader series of capac-
ity-building efforts under
the RAMP scheme aimed
at strengthening MSMEs
and the artisan community
of Kashmir by improving

product positioning and
market access.
Directorate of Handi-
crafts and Handloom,
Kashmir remains commit-
ted to providing ongoing
support to artisan clusters,
cooperatives, and entrepre-
neurs through training,
infrastructure, and market
linkages to ensure sustain-
able livelihoods and the
global recognition of the
region's rich craft heritage.

DC Kulgam chairs meeting of
Bharat Scouts and Guides

Directs to increase the participation
and mvolvement of Scouts and GU|des

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A district-level
meeting on Bharat Scouts
and Guides (BSG) was held
Tuesday under the Chair-
manship of Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam,
Athar Aamir Khan in his
office chamber, here.

During the meeting,
Secretary BSG gave a brief
about the activities of the
Bharat Scouts and Guides
in Kulgam.

DC, who is also the ex-offi-
cio President of the Bharat
Scouts and Guides in the dis-
trict spoke about the impor-
tance and the key role that
scouts and guides can play,
and passed on directions to
increase the participation
and involvement of Scouts

and Guides in the district.

He also instructed to
launch membership drives,
and to encourage more and
more students and youth to
become Scouts and Guides.

It was further directed
that regular meetings will
be conducted on a quar-
terly basis to ensure the
smooth functioning and
expansion of scouting
activities in the district.

Kulgam district will also
organize a district-level
Scouts and Guides camp
next month to promote
discipline, leadership, and
youth engagement.

The meeting held a
threadbare discussion
regarding the calendar
activities and strengthen-
ing the BSG at district level.

Mission Yuva

70 Sanction letters handed-over
to youth to generate
employment at Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, Shishir
Gupta Tuesday presided
over a distribution function
of 70 sanction letters under
the ambitious Mission
Yuva scheme for entrepre-
neurship development and
employment generation,
organised at the Mini Secre-
tariat Shopian.

The event was first of a
kind held in the district, fol-
lowing clearance of cases for
financial assistance by the
District Level Committee.

The function was attended
by scores of aspiring entre-
preneurs and young budding
business owners who were
handed over sanction letters
by the Banks at the occasion
and was a moment of great

joy and satisfaction, usher-

ing in a new phase of youth
empowerment.

The cases were sanc-
tioned in various kinds of
businesses including manu-
: facturing, services, trade and

agriculture.

DC congratulated all the
youth and the concerned
departments besides banks
for lending great support to
the youth and wished that
the new enterprises will
succeed in creating ample
opportunities for themselves
and for other unemployed
youth of the district.

He appreciated the poten-
tial of the Mission and said
this shall be instrumental
in creating employment
avenues for a vast majority
of potential youth by devel-
oping a business ecosystem
with integrated and con-
nected businesses.

Other officers of banks on
the occasion spoke at length
on various benefits in the
form of subsidies, interest
subventions and handholding
support under the Mission.

ADDC, Dr.Nasir Ahmad
Lone; LDM Shopian and
other heads of financial
institutions and officials of
the employment department
were also present.

TRAFFICPOLICE HEADQUARTERS,
J&K, JAMMU/SRINAGAR

1. From 21-07-2025, 1600 hrs. to 22-07-2025, 1600 hrs., there was slow movement observed on NH-44 due to breakdown of HMVs, single lane traffic at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog

&Kishtwri Pather.

2. Commuters belonging to Reasi, Katra, Udhampur, Patnitop, Doda and Ramban town are requested to keep their photo ID card to prove their identification after cut off timing from Jammu/

Udhampur so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.

3. Passengers/LMVs operators are advised to undertake journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW during day time due to apprehension of shooting stones between Ramban and Banihal.
4. Goods carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable/live stock are advised to load their vehicle as per advisory issued by Traffic Police Headquarters time to time as there is single

lane traffic and poor condition of road at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwari Pather on Jammu Srinagar NHW.

5. Fruit growers/ Load carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable from Valley towards Jammu are advised to load and park their vehicle timely (every moming before 9.00 am at

designated place between NAVYUG Tunnel and Levdoora) so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.

6. HMVs Operators/Owners are requested to desist from overloading and carry sufficient fuel during journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. It s further requested that vehicle owners must double

check the fitness of their vehicles and carry sufficient fuel before undertaking journey on Jammu-Stinagar NHW.
7. HMVs with only 06 and 10 tyres shall be allowed to ply through Dhar road.
8. Commuters are advised to avoid unnecessary haltage between Ramban and Banihal especially near landslide/shooting stone area.

TRAFFICPLAN & ADVISORY FOR 23-07-2025:-

Subject to fair weather and better road conditions SANJY Convoy /LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) viz from Jammu towards
Srinagar and vice-versa. However, HMVs shall be allowed on alternate days. TCU Jammu/Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing this traffic.

SHRIAMAR NATH JI YATRA 2025

Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 27-06-2025

CUT OFF TIMINGS FOR LMVs/PASSENGER/PRIVATE CARs: -

Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar: from 0600 hrs. to 1200 hrs.
Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar: from 0700 hrs to 1300 hrs &
Qazigund towards Jammu: from 1130 hrs to 1400 hrs.

To be released from:-

TCU Jammu and TCU Srinagar will inform all concerned about the traffic advisory and cut off timings. No vehicle shall be allowed to move before and after cut off timings.

Subject to fair weather and better road conditions, HMVs shall be allowed from NAVYUG Tunnel (Qazigund side) towards Jammu after assessing the road and traffic situation on NH-44 and no

HMVs/Load Carriers:-

HMV shall be allowed after 1900 hrs . TCU Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the HMVs.

Moreover, in view of ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025, to provide hassle free movement of trucks carrying fresh/perishable goods on NH-44. UT administration has decided, all tankers of
Petrol, Diesel, LPG bulk gas, all trucks carrying empty LPG Cylinders; all empty vehicles of FCI; any other vehicle loaded/empty upto 10-tyres shall use only Mughal Road while returning to

Jammu, as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025
Kishtwar- Sinthan- Anantnag NH-244:-

Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from NHIDCL, LMVs/HPSVs shall be allowed from both sides viz from Anantnag towards Kishtwar and vice- versa on
Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road. These vehicles shall be allowed from PP Parana towards Anantnag from 0800 hrs to 1600 hrs and from PP Daksum towards Kishtwar from 0900 hrs. to
1500 hrs.No HMV other than designated HPSVs shall be allowed as per orderissued by SODM Chhatroo vide No. SDM/C/2025-26/146-53 dated 16-05-2025 and SDM Kokernag vide No. SDM/

KNG/665-71 dated 16-05-2025.

Subject to fair weather and good road condition, (after getting green signal from the BRO) traffic movement shall be allowed on regulated manner on Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari road. LMVs
followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Minamarg towards Srinagar at 0500 hrs. to 1000 hrs. Similarly, LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards Kargil at 1130 hrs

$SG ROAD

to 1730 hrs . No vehicle shall be allowed after cut off timing.

SFs Convoy, plying from Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan their movement in such a manner so that Yatra convoys (both UP and DOWN) don't get disturbed.
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from Road maintenance agencies (GREF). LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Mughal

road viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa via Poonch. However, HMVs (upto ten tyres only) shall be allowed from Shopian towards Poonch. These vehicles shall be allowed from
Behramgala (Baffliaz) and Herpora (Shopian) at 0700 hrs. upto 1800 hrs. as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025.

Ramban (9419993745, 1800-180-7043)

Udhampur (8491928625)
PCR Kishtwar (9906154100)

PCR Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331)

Mughal Road:-

ADVISORY :-
People are advised to undertake journey only after confirming status of the road from Traffic control units as under:-
«  Jammu (0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103)

Srinagar (0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103)

DIPK-4087-25
DT: 22/07/2025

<CM K¢
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Criminal case ordered

Craft dealer blacklisted,
deregistered for selling a
machine-made carpet

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major
crackdown on unfair
trade practices threat-
ening the very credibil-
ity of Kashmir’s world-
famous handicraft and
handloom industry,
Directorate of Handi-
crafts and Handloom,
Kashmir, has blacklisted
and deregistered a craft
showroom - The Kashmir
Art Bazaar, Tangmarg -
after the showroom was
found guilty of selling a
machine-made carpet for
%2.55 lakh to a tourist by
fraudulently passing it off
as a hand-knotted Kash-
miri Gl-certified product.

As per the Order No.
10-HD(QC) of 2025 dated
22.07.2025, issued by Direc-
tor Handicrafts and Hand-
loom, the seller used a fake
QR label resembling the
official label issued by the
Indian Institute of Carpet
Technology (IICT) to mis-
lead the buyer into believ-
ing the carpet was a genu-
ine Gl-certified craft. “A
formal criminal complaint
has been ordered, and fur-
ther legal proceedings have
been recommended under
the GI Act and Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita,” a spokes-
man of the Handicrafts and
Handloom Department,
Kashmir revealed.

Meanwhile, a team
from the Quality Control
wing of the Department
has reached Konchipora,
Tangmarg and completed
the blacklisting process of
the showroom.

The matter came to

fore after a tourist, Syed
Furqan Alam, complained
to Director IICT, Srinagar
stating therein that he had
paid 25,000 in advance for
a carpet from The Kash-
mir Art Bazaar, located in
Konchipora, Tangmarg,
with the total transaction
amounting to 22.55 lakh.
The showroom allegedly
presented a certificate and
QR code claiming IICT cer-
tification. “Upon verifica-
tion, IICT confirmed the
QR label was forged and
not issued by their insti-
tution. The case was esca-
lated to the department’s
Quality Control Division,
which conducted a physi-
cal inspection, seized the
carpet, and issued a show-
cause notice to the pro-
prietor,” the spokesman
added.

The spokesman further
stated that in his response,
the proprietor denied the
fraud, claiming the custom-
er declined the purchase
once told the carpet wasn’t
Gl-certified. “However, this
was contradicted by photo-
graphic evidence submit-
ted by the complainant, as
well as findings from IICT
that confirmed the fake

label had been pasted onto

a machine-made carpet,”
he added.

The official spokes-
man further said that the
Department, upon exam-
ining the reply, found it
totally misleading and
unsatisfactory and con-
cluded the act was a delib-
erate attempt to cheat the
buyer by exploiting Kash-
mir’s GI craft reputation.
“The Director in his order
stated that the seller had
deliberately created a fake
QR label resembling the
original GI label of IICT
and pasted the same on a
machine-made carpet to
cheat the concerned tour-
ist,” he said.

Citing violations of Sec-
tions 6 and 7 of the J&K
Registration of Tourist
Trade Act, 1978, the Direc-
torate ordered immediate
blacklisting and deregis-
tration of the seller.

“Furthermore, it is
hereby ordered that a
formal complaint shall be
filed against the propri-
etor of The Kashmir Art
Bazaar with the office of
the Senior Superintendent
of Police, Tourism Enforce-
ment, Kashmir, for initiat-

ing strict action against
him for pasting a fake QR
label purportedly in the
name of IICT, and request-
ing to investigate the net-
work which seems to run
this racket of pasting fake
GI QR labels on machine-
made items.

The order further
observed that once the
seller realised the fraud
had been detected, he
attempted to remove the
fake QR label from the
carpet to cover up the
malpractice. However, evi-
dence provided by the com-
plainant and expert verifi-

cation from IICT confirmed |

the wrongdoing.

The spokesman reiter-
ated that such fraudulent
acts of misbranding genu-
ine handmade products
not only violate consumer
trust but directly under-
mine the Gl-certified iden-
tity of Kashmiri craft,

threatening the livelihood

of lakhs of artisans and
weavers. “We take this
opportunity to warn all
business stakeholders in
craft sector to desist from
selling machine-made
items in the garb of hand-

made products, failing !

which the Department
will take immediate action
by black-listing and de-
registration of such show-
rooms,” he added.

He further urged all

buyers and tourists to con-
tact the Handicrafts and
Handloom Department,
Kashmir, if they have been
sold a machine-made prod-
uct in the garb of hand-
made item.

CPU convenes meet at Srinagar,
reviews Audit paras of JKPCC

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Commit-
tee on Public Undertakings
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly Tues-
day convened a meeting at
Assembly Complex here,
to review audit paras con-
tained in CAG’s Audit report
pertaining to the J&K Proj-
ects Construction Corpora-
tion (JKPCC) Limited.

The meeting was
chaired by Committee
Chairman Ali Mohammad
Sagar and attended by
members Saifullah Mir,
Ali Mohammad Dar, Mir
Mohammad Fayaz, Shakti
Raj Parihar, Ranbir Singh
Pathania, Bashir Ahmad
Veeri, Showkat Hussain
Ganali, Saif Ud Din Bhat
and Tanvir Sadiq.

Principal Accountant
General, Principal Sec-
retary PWD(R&B), Direc-
tor General Expenditure,
Director General Accounts
and Treasuries, Director
Finance PWD(R&B), Chief
Engineer PWD(R&B),

senior officers of JKPCC
and other concerned offi-
cers were also present in
the meeting.

The Committee held
detailed deliberations on
Audit Paras 7.1, 7.2 and
7.3 contained in the CAG’s
Audit report for the year
2018-19.

Speaking during the
meeting, the Chairman
underlined the importance
of proactive participation
of all members in strength-
ening the operations and
efficiency of Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs).

He directed the officers
of PWD to take concrete
steps for completion of all
ongoing projects. He also
stressed on the importance
of audit and evaluation of
PSU’s to ensure transpar-
ency and accountability in
their operations.

The Members, during
the meeting, also raised
various issues regarding
the works executed by
JKPCC in their respective
constituencies.

Bali Visits Fire Victim
Families in Nawakadal

Urges Admin to Provide Immediate Relief,
Compensation to Affected Families

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) State President
Vivek Bali, along with
senior party leaders, visit-
ed Bari Pora, Nawakadal in
Srinagar area on Tuesday
to meet families affected
by a recent devastating
fire incident that gutted
three residential houses.
The blaze has left several

i families homeless and in

deep distress.

Leading the delegation,
Vivek Bali was accompanied
by SBSP District President
Srinagar, Omair Malik, and
Youth District President Sri-
nagar, Bilal Ahmed Budoo.
The team visited the site of
the tragedy, interacted with
the victims, and expressed
heartfelt sympathies and
solidarity with the affected

families.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Vivek Bali assured
the families that the SBSP
would take up their case
with higher authorities
to ensure they receive
timely rehabilitation and
compensation. He urged
the administration to act
without delay.

“I strongly urge the
administration to provide
immediate financial assis-
tance and compensation
to the affected families.
These families have lost
everything — their homes,
belongings, and their sense
of safety. Swift govern-
ment action is essential
to help them rebuild their
lives,” Bali stated.

He further emphasized
the need for a strong
disaster response system
in fire-prone areas of Sri-
nagar and called for better
infrastructure and preven-
tive measures to reduce the
risk of such incidents.

Javed Rana reviews implementation of RDSS in Poonch

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana,
Tuesday conducted a com-
prehensive review of imple-
mentation of Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS) in Poonch district
The meeting, held at Civil
Secretariat, Jammu was spe-
cifically aimed at assessing
the progress and quality of
work being executed under
RDSS. Thisis a critical initia-
tive strategically designed to
transform the power distri-
bution sector in J&K espe-
cially in the hilly district
Poonch, which is vulnerable
toflash floods and landslides.
The meeting was attended by
key officials, including Shri-
kant Balasaheb Suse Manag-
ing Director, Jammu Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited (JPDCL), Mumtaz

Ahmed, Chief Engineer
(Projects) & Secretary (Tech-
nical) and K K Thapa, Chief
Engineer, JPDCL besides
other concerned officers.

The discussions were
focused on identifying and
addressing the existing
issues, as well as chalking out
a proactive way forward to
ensure successful implemen-
tation of RDSS in Poonch.

During the review, the
Minister explicitly directed
the Managing Director to
ensure that there is abso-
lutely no compromise with
the quality of work, man-
dating that all projects must
meticulously meet the stipu-
lated standards.

Specific areas of concern
that were thoroughly identified
and deliberated upon during
the review encompassed the
alleged improper installa-
tion of critical infrastructure,
including poles, transformers
and service lines.

The Minister directed the
Managing Director to rigor-
ously ensure that all con-
struction materials strictly
conform to the approved
Bill of Quantities (BOQ)
and specifications, thereby
safeguarding the durability
and reliability of the infra-
structure being constructed.

Furthermore, the Minis-
ter explicitly instructed that
all equipment installations
must be conducted with
proper quality assurance
testing and thorough inspec-
tion to ensure utmost safety
and efficacy of the systems.
He also underscored the
critical importance of pre-
venting deviations from
the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) scope without obtain-
ing proper approvals, to
ensure strict adherence to
established protocols.

The Minister placed par-
ticular emphasis on ensur-
ing safe work practices by

the contractors and work-
ers, mandating the installa-
tion of proper earthing and
protective devices to pre-
empt any public safety risks
associated with exposed or
improperly installed wires.

Additionally, the Min-
ister expressed significant
concern over delays in the
conduct of surveys and the
progress of ongoing proj-
ects, which are pivotal to the
timely completion and ulti-
mate success of the RDSS
initiatives in Poonch.

The Minister reaffirmed
the imperative necessity
for immediate corrective
action to address the iden-
tified shortcomings. This
will ensure that all RDSS
projects are executed with
the highest possible qual-
ity standards, unwavering
transparency and strict
adherence to safety proto-
cols, ultimately aiming to
benefit the people, he added.
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‘Sakeena Itoo reviews functioning of
‘Cluster University Srinagar

Pitches for introducing skill based, job onented courses in emerging fields

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister
for Health and Medical
Education, Social Welfare
and Education, Sakeena
Itoo, Tuesday conducted
comprehensive review of
functioning of Cluster Uni-
versity Srinagar (CUS) and
its constituent colleges in a
meeting held at Civil Sec-
retariat.

Vice Chancellor CUS,
Professor Mohammad
Mobin; Additional Chief
Secretary, Higher Educa-
tion department, Shanta-
manu; Director Colleges
J&K, Special Secretary
Higher Education depart-
ment, Principals of con-
stituent colleges and other
concerned officers attend-
ed the meeting.

During the meeting,
the Minister held detailed
assessment of academic
performance, infrastruc-
ture development, faculty
strength, student services,
admissions and progress
of ongoing projects in the

University.

Addressing the officers,
the Minister emphasized
the urgent need to align the
academic activities with
current market demands.
She directed the university
administration and affili-
ated colleges to introduce
skill-based, job-oriented
courses in emerging fields
such as Artificial Intel-
ligence, Hospitality Man-
agement, Data Science,
Cybersecurity, Tourism
Management and other job

oriented fields.

She also asked the offi-
cers to maintain coordina-
tion with different stake-
holders and ensure that
the courses are industry-
linked and designed in con-
sultation with experts from
the respective sector. She
also called for strengthen-
ing the existing vocational
and add-on courses.

“Academic excellence
must go hand in hand with
employability. Students
don’t need just degrees,

but skills that make them
competitive and employ-
able in today’s dynamic job
market”, the Minister stated.
The Minister further
reiterated Government’s
commitment towards
transforming the higher
education in Jammu &
Kashmir into a dynamic,
skill-driven and inclusive
system. She assured con-
tinued support to the Uni-
versity from the govern-
ment to implement trans-
formative reforms.

Sakeena Itoo reviews progress of
works on Brazloo bridge Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeena Itoo
chaired a meeting at Civil
Secretariat here Tuesday
to review the progress of
works on under-construc-
tion Brazloo Bridge.

During the meeting, the
Minister impressed upon
the officers of executing
agency to expedite the
ongoing works so that the
bridge is completed within
the stipulated timeframe.
She delved upon the officers
to maintain high-quality
standards of works while
executing this vital project.

The Minister stressed
on the officers to mobilize
men and machinery and
ensure that no further
delay occurs in completion
of the project.

She further stressed on
the officers to maintain
regular coordination with
other concerned depart-
ments like Revenue and
others in order to remove
any bottlenecks hindering
the smooth execution of

the project.

During the meeting,
the officers informed the
Minister that this bridge
is a vital component of
the NH-444 highway infra-
structure. It was informed
that the 378-meter-long
bridge, after completion,
will improve connectivity
between Kulgam and Sri-
nagar districts.

CM Omar extends sympathies to Reyaz
Wani on bereavement, visits family

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah Tues-
day condoled the demise
of the mother of Reyaz
Ahmad Wani, Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) with
the Chief Minister.

In a show of solidar-
ity and compassion, the
Chief Minister visited the
bereaved family at their
residence to offer his condo-
lences. Accompanying him
were Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Surinder Kumar Choud-
hary, Additional Chief Sec-
retary to the Chief Minis-
ter Dheeraj Gupta, MLA
Kangan Meher Ali, Deputy
Commissioner Ganderbal
Jatin Kishore, SSP Gan-
derbal Khalil Poswal, and

the entire staff of the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat.

The Chief Minister
extended his heartfelt sym-
pathies to Reyaz Ahmad
Wani and other members of
the bereaved family, pray-
ing for eternal peace to the
departed soul. “In this hour
of grief, I stand in support
with the family and pray
that Almighty Allah grants
them strength and patience
to bear this irreparable
loss,” Omar Abdullah said.

The Chief Minister,
along with his staff, also
participated in fateha
held at the residence for
the departed soul. Earlier
Advisor to the Chief Minis-
ter, Nasir Aslam Wani also
visited the family to offer
his condolences.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

=3 JAL SHAKTIDEPARTMENT (P.H.E)
=== (FFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PHE DIVISION SOPORE

Land Mark Igbal Market Sopore Phone No/Fax: 01954 - 222482 EMail: phesoporefagmail.com

Subject:
Reference:

remain unchanged.
No: - 2814-28

Dated: - 21/07/2025
DIPK-4072-23
DT:22/07/2025

Corrigendum for extension of dates.
This office Fresh e-NIT No.08/ PHE / SPR / of 07/2025 Dated:02-07/2025
read with corrigendum No. 2305-18 dated. 09-07-2025, No. 2511-26 dated.
12/07/2025 and No. 2744-58 dated. 19-07-2025.

In view of the request made by one M/s. Accurate Group via mail dated.20.7.2025 at 5:48 pm, bid
submission end date and opening date for the work tendered vide above mentioned E-NIT which is
scheduled as 22-07-2025 and 23-07-2025 respectively is hereby extended up to 25-072025 up
to (2:00PM) and shall be opened on 26-07-2025 at (01:00 PM). Other terms and conditions shall

Sd/-

Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti (PHE) Division
Sopore

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

pcwucma@gmail.com

WlllAH CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

FOREST COMPLEX RAJBAGH SRINAGAR (NEAR SILK FACTORY) -190008

TENDER NOTICE

e- NIT NO: - 02 OF 2024-25 DATED: 22-07-2025

For and on behalf of the Hon’ble President of India, Project Coordinator CAT WUCMA invites e-tenders on percentage rate basis, from approved
and eligible contractors registered with J&K Govt./Central Govt. Organizations (PWD/CPWD) for the following works: -

ADV. COST Cost of Earnest Receiving/
CLASS OF - TIME OF p
S. No. NAME OF WORK (Rs. In CONTRACTOR Tender Docu- | Money (in COMPLETION Openl'ng Com-
Lacs) ment. (Rs) Rs.) mittee.
Construction of Anti-poaching Centre at Rs 200 Tender Openin
1 |Zurimanz, Watlab under Capex Budget|45.24 lacs “A&B” Rs. 1100/- ’ Calendar p g
90500/- Committee
2025-26 days
- . Lo . 120 .
Providing & Fixing of Chain Link Fencing “ » Rs. Tender Opening
2| at Ningli Ghat Near Rest House 47.48lacs A&B Rs. 1100/- | 9g000;- c‘:j':;:a’ Committee
Boundary Consolidation by way of pro- ) .
3 |viding & fixing of Chain Link Fencing at| 35.00 lacs|  “A&B” Rs. 1100/- Rs. 120 Calen- | Tender Opening
70100/- dar days. Committee
Shahgund Sopore

Position of Funds: Budgeted

Position of AA/TS: Accorded

The e-NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bills of quantities, (B.0.Q) set of Terms & Conditions of contract
(Tender document) and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Website: -www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

Scheme: Capex

Date of issue of Tender Notice

22-07-2025

Download Start Date:

23-07-2025 from 11:00 AM

Bid submission Start Date:

23-07-2025 from 11:00 AM

Bid submission End Date:

12-08-2025 Up to 06:00 PM

Date of Opening of Technical Bid Online.

13-08-2025 at 11:00 AM in the office of the Project Coordinator Wular Conservation & Manage-
ment Authority Rajbagh Srinagar Kashmir

Date of Opening of Financial Bids Online:

Will be notified separately

©CM K<

01. The bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website: - https://jktenders.gov.in

02. The date for opening of Technical & Financial bids online shall be as per time schedule mentioned.

03. All other terms and conditions shall remain same as per PWD form 25 (double leaf) and as per the detailed tender document.

NO:- PC/CAT/WUCMA/25-26/611-18 Sd/-

Dated:- 22/07/2024 Project Coordinator,

DIPK-NB-1250-25 CAT, WUCMA,

DT:22/07/2025 Rajbagh Srinagar.
o 000



CM K

B facebook.com/NewspaperGMK

ly

Good Morning

Kashmir

al

vieringKashmir

EDITORIAL —————————

Portal For Terror
Victim Families

he recent launch of a dedicated
portal for the Next of Kin of ter-
ror victims by LG Manoj Sinha is
a commendable move towards
support for those who have suf-
fered irreparable losses due to Pak-spon-
sored terrorism. This initiative, designed
to simplify compassionate appointments,
and financial aid, underscores the admin-
istration’s resolve to stand firmly with the
families of victims, ensuring they receive
the assistance they rightfully deserve.
The LG's initiative includes robust ac-
countability mechanisms, such as toll-free
helplines and Special Monitoring Cells.
These steps will ensure prompt grievance
resolution and regular reviews to eliminate
unnecessary delays. The personal involve-
ment of LG Sinha in overseeing this initia-
tive highlights the administration’s com-
mitment to addressing the plight of terror
victims with the urgency it demands.
For years, the families of terror victims
have faced not only the unbearable pain
of losing their loved ones but also sys-
temic challenges in securing compensa-
tion and employment opportunities. The
newly introduced web portal, developed
by the Home Department in partnership
with the National Informatics Centre (NIC),
aims to bring much-needed transparency
and efficiency to the process. By main-
taining a detailed, district-wise database
of terrorism-affected families, the system
will help prevent misuse of benefits while
guaranteeing that genuine claimants re-
ceive timely support.
Recognition must also be given to those in-
dividuals whose relentless efforts in docu-
menting the struggles of terror-affected
families have played a pivotal role in shap-
ing this initiative. Their work has amplified
the voices of those who have long been
overlooked, ensuring their grievances reach
the corridors of power. Moving forward, sus-
tained engagement with victim families will
be essential in fostering trust and deliver-
ing meaningful justice.
This initiative is a moral imperative. By ex-
tending unwavering support to the fami-
lies of terror victims, the government not
only acknowledges their immense sac-
rifices but also reinforces societal resil-
ience against the forces of violence and
division. This is a significant stride toward
honoring the victims and upholding the
values of humanity and solidarity. The ad-
ministration’s proactive approach sends a
powerful message, no victim’s family will
be forgotten.
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Let’s Not Confuse It With
The Institution Of Marriage

e

DR. MASRAT AHMAD MIR

recent article titled “Pvt or

govt job?: In Kashmir, pro-

posals come with a ques-

tion” attempts to diagnose

the state of modern rela-
tionships in Kashmir, suggesting that
love today is conditional, calculated,
and career-driven. But this diagnosis
confuses two distinct human experi-
ences: love and marriage.

While marriage, as a social insti-
tution, is heavily influenced by class,
status, and economic stability, love
remains untouched by such calcula-
tions. The article doesn't expose the
decay of love, it highlights the pressure
and fragility of the marriage system
in our society. Let’s not misplace the
blame.

Love and Marriage: Two Separate
Journeys

Elif Shafak, in her celebrated novel
The Forty Rules of Love, reminds us
that:“Love cannot be explained. It can
only be experienced.”

Love is not an economic transaction.
It cannot be delayed or denied by a gov-
ernment job posting. When the article
laments that young people are waiting
for stable careers to marry, it is not a
reflection of failing love, it is a symptom
of how marriage has become commer-
cialized.

Shafak further writes:“If you want
to change the way others treat you, you
should first change the way you treat
yourself. Unless you learn to love your-
self, fully and sincerely, there is no way
you can be loved.”

In this light, love begins with self-
awareness, not social approval. It
doesn’t depend on cut-off lists or PSC
results. To reduce it to a rank list is not
only unjust — it is deeply unromantic.

A Historical Perspective: Stability
Was Always Valued

The notion that Kashmiri society
has only recently become materialis-
tic in marriage choices ignores a long-
standing historical truth: families have
always preferred stability when choos-
ing life partners for their children.

In ancient times, we find references to
endogamous marriages, often arranged
within the same occupational or com-
munity group, to ensure that women
could more easily integrate into their
husband's profession or lifestyle. This
was not merely convenience, but a cul-

tural practice rooted in social harmony
and functional stability.

During the Sultanate period, Kashmi-
ri women were married to non-Kashmi-
ri Syeds, many of whom enjoyed royal
patronage from the local rulers. These
marriages were not purely romantic
choices, they reflected strategic alli-
ances based on social and religious
prestige. In the Mughal era, Kashmiri
women were given in marriage to impe-
rial nobles, again underlining the sig-
nificance of political alighment, class,
and family status.

By the Dogra period, the preference
had shifted to landowners, men whose
titles and landholdings signified power
and security. The roles they held mirror
the societal value now placed on civil
service and government employment.

Far from being new, this preference
for "settled" individuals has deep roots
in our cultural psyche.

Folklore as a Mirror of Values

Kashmiri folklore is rich with
reflections of these marital ideals. In
traditional wedding songs known as
wanwun, which form a vibrant part of
pre-wedding and wedding rituals, we
hear repeated references to the lineage,
reputation, and family prestige of the
groom. These songs, passed down orally
across generations, do more than enter-
tain, they encode the social values of
Kashmiri society.

The bride's family, in wanwun, takes
pride in sending their daughter into a
household of high cultural and social
standing. The themes, expressed with
poetic grace, emphasize that material

and familial stability has long shaped
the concept of an "ideal match."

Wazwan and Wedding Prestige

Even the age-old tradition of
Wazwan, the grand multi-course feast
served at weddings, was more than
a culinary experience. It was a state-
ment of social standing and economic
strength. A family unable to host an
elaborate Wazwan might face judgment
or rejection. To this day, the wedding
feast remains a display of a family’s
capacity and status.

Delayed Marriages Are Not New

Late marriages are also not a modern
phenomenon. Our grandparents often
married in their thirties, waiting for a
more "suitable" match. Whether due to
dowry negotiations, social aspirations,
or family preferences, such delays were
common, the difference now is simply
the nature of the expectations. Back
then, it was acres of land, family name,
or noble lineage. Today, it is often a
secure job appointment.

And then, there's Habba Khatoon, the
nightingale of Kashmir, who further
illustrates how love and marriage have
long danced with status and destiny.
Though once married to a common
man, she later married Yousuf Shah
Chak, the ruler of Kashmir. This was
not necessarily a climb in status for its
own sake; her poetry suggests that her
connection with the Chak ruler was one
of emotional and intellectual resonance,
not merely ambition.

The Real Problem: Our Expecta-
tions of Marriage

The true tension lies not in love itself,

but in how our society structures mar-
riage. When marriages are arranged
purely through social and economic
filters, job status, property, caste, and
community name, love is rarely even
part of the conversation.

Yes, youth today feel burdened. But
their pain doesn’t come from failed love,
it comes from the pressure to fit into a
system that often doesn’t allow love to
breathe. Delayed marriages, emotional
stress, and broken engagements are
tragedies of our expectations, not of
love’s nature.

Can We Realign Marriage with Love?

What’s needed is not a return to blind
love, but a redefinition of marriage, one
that values emotional maturity, compati-
bility, and character over cut-offs and con-
tracts. Religious teachings, too, encourage
this. In Islam, the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) said:“If a person whose religion
and character you are pleased with comes
to you (with a marriage proposal), marry
him.” — [Tirmidhi]

This criteria doesn’t mention a gov-
ernment post. It highlights values that
matter beyond economics: piety, kind-
ness, character.

In essence: Love Needs No
Appointment Order

To claim that “love now waits for a gov-
ernment job” is a poetic misjudgment.
Love, in its essence, is still blind. It still
grows in quiet glances, in soulful con-
versations, in shared silences. It lives in
poetry, in resistance, and in faith.

What we are witnessing is not the
death of love, it is the bureaucratization
of marriage. And it’s not love that needs
reforming, it’s our priorities.

Elif Shafak wrote: “Try not to
resist the changes that come your way.
Instead, let life live through you.”

Let love live through us, free of
resumes, caste certificates, or appoint-
ment orders. Only then can it remain
what it has always been: pure, sincere,
and beautifully blind.

And perhaps nothing captures this
more gracefully than the timeless
verses of a Bollywood song from the
classic film Khamoshi:

"Pyar ko pyar hi rehne do, isse
aur koi naam na do

Noor ki boond hai, sadiyon se
baha karti hai

Sirf ehsas hai yeh, rooh se meh-
soos karo."

Let love remain love, a drop of light,
flowing through centuries, not to be
labelled or possessed. It is not to be
evaluated, only to be felt, by the soul.

Note: The piece offers a rebuttal to the
column published in daily, 'Good Morn-
ing Kashmir' on 19th july 2025

The author is a Lecturer on Academ-

ic Arrangement at PG Department His-
tory at GDC Bemina, Srinagar. He can
be mailed at masroor7144@gmail.com

BEHIND THE CHALKBOARD

The Silent Struggle Of Private Teachers

INSHA SHAFI

ehind every suc-

cessful student

stands a teacher,

patient, passion-

ate, and commit-
ted to shaping young minds.
Yet, in the case of private
school teachers across India,
this noble profession often
comes with invisible hard-
ships. While classrooms
shine with modern tools and
colorful boards, the lives of
those who teach within them
remain dimmed by neglect,
low wages, and a lack of dig-
nity.

Private school teach-
ers are among the most
underpaid professionals in
the country. Despite hold-
ing postgraduate degrees,
teaching certifications, and
years of experience, many
are paid salaries as low as
X6,000 to X12,000 per month,
barely enough to cover basic
living expenses. In contrast,
government school teach-
ers receive higher pay, job
security, and benefits, high-

time jobs, and unfulfilled
dreams. It is heartbreaking
that those who build the
nation’s future are unable
to secure a stable future for
themselves. Their emotional
and financial stress affects
not only their well-being but
also the quality of education
they can provide.

This situation demands
urgent attention. Govern-
ments must ensure strict
enforcement of fair salary
policies in all private institu-
tions. School managements
should be held accountable
for providing decent pay,
professional growth, and
respect to their teaching
staff. Parents, too, should
become more aware—asking
how their fees are being used
and whether their children’s
teachers are being treated
fairly.

A society that values
education must also value
its educators. It is time to
look beyond the chalkboard
and acknowledge the silent
sacrifices of private school
teachers. Respect alone is

lighting the unfair gap in
compensation for the same
profession. Private school
teachers are often expect-
ed to deliver high results,
attend to administrative
duties, organize events, and
work beyond school hours,
yet receive neither overtime

pay nor proper recognition.

The struggles don’t end
with salary. Most private
school teachers work with-
out proper contracts or job
security. They are vulner-
able to sudden terminations,
lack of maternity or medical
leave, and have no access to
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pension or retirement ben-
efits. Many are burdened
with fear, of speaking out,
of asking for a raise, or of
losing their job. In some
regions, especially rural and
semi-urban areas, the Mini-
mum Wages Act is not imple-
mented effectively, and man-

agement exploits the lack of
awareness among staff.
These educators, who are
the heart of every class-
room, often live in quiet
desperation. Behind their
warm smiles and profes-
sional appearance lies a
reality of unpaid bills, part-

not enough, they deserve
justice, fair wages, and the
dignity that comes with
being the backbone of our
education system.

The author can be mailed
at inshashafi242@gmail.com
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DR. SHIBEN KRISHEN RAINA

he people of Kashmir revere
Lal Ded under various names,
Laleshwari, Lalyogeshwari,
Lala, Lal, and Lalarifa. Scholars
have long debated over the pre-
cise period of her birth. On analysing these
various views, the year 1335 AD appears to
be the most plausible date for her birth.

It is likely that Lal Ded’s birth name
was different. In Kashmiri, Lal means
'belly,’ and Ded is an honorific term used
for revered elderly women. It is said she
often roamed half-naked, her large belly
covering her private parts. Pt. Gopi Nath
Raina, in his book Lal Vakya (1920) and The
Word of Lalla Prophetss (1929), suggests
her birth name was Padmavati.

It is also believed that during her
lifetime, Lal Ded interacted with many
prominent figures, such as the then prince
Shihabuddin, saints like Syed Jalaluddin
Bukhari, Syed Hussain Samanani, and
Syed Ali Hamadani. These events are
recorded around the Hijri years 748, 773,
and 781 respectively, indicating that she
was not only born before these years but
was mature and enlightened by then.

Like her birth, Lal Ded’s death is also
shrouded in uncertainty. It is only said that
when she passed away, her body shone like
pure gold. This event is believed to have
occurred near Bijbehara, close to Anant-
nag (Islamabad). There is no reliable record
regarding the final rites or cremation of her
mortal remains. Legend has it that the saint-
poet Sheikh Noor-ud-din Wali, born in 1376
CE, once suckled her mother’s breast after
being reprimanded by Lal Ded, implying she
lived at least till 1376 AD.

Lal Ded was born in Simpura village
near Pampore, about nine miles from Sri-
nagar, into a Brahmin farming family.
According to the then prevalent customs,
she was married in childhood to a reputed
Brahmin family in Pampore. Her husband’s
name is recorded as Sonpandit. Even from
her young age, this proto-poetess harbored
a rebellious spirit toward worldly bonds,
which ultimately found expression in her
deeply emotional and philosophical Vakhs
(verses). She received her early education
from her family guru, Shri Siddhamol, who
introduced her to the secrets of religion,
philosophy, knowledge, and yoga, thereby
earning the reverential status of a Guru.

When Sonpandit noticed his wife grow-

Her Life And Works
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ing 1ncreasmg1y detached, herequested Sid-
dhamol to guide her towards worldly engage-
ment. During a visit to her house, a profound
discussion emerged among Sonpandit, Sid-
dhamol, and Lal Ded. The topics were:
What is the greatest light?

What is the most sacred pilgrimage?
Who is the most important relative?
What is the most delightful thing in life?

Sonpandit answered: sunlight, the
Ganges, a brother, and a wife.

Siddhamol offered: sight, knees (as the
body’s journeying tool), pocket (symboliz-
ing wealth), and health.Lal Ded responded:
self-realization is the greatest light, curi-
osity is the holiest pilgrimage, God is the
truest relative, and fear of God is the great-
est delight.Both were stunned by the pro-
fundity of her response.

Even in childhood, Lal Ded displayed
extraordinary traits. She often sat alone in
deep thought, never drawn by the attrac-
tions of the world—so much so that her peers
mocked her for her eccentricity (Kashmiri
Zabaan aur Shayari, Vol. 2, p.113).

After marriage, she endured the bitter-
ness and tyranny of her mother-in-law with
great patience. Once, she went to fetch water.
Her mother-in-law incited her son to spy on
her. As Sonpandit approached with a stick,
Lal Ded was returning with a water-pitcher
on her shoulder. He struck the pitcher, which
shattered, but the water remained suspended
asif supported by a divine force. She used this
water to fill utensils at home, and the leftover
water she threw from the window created a
pond that still exists, known as Lal Nag.

On another occasion, during a feast at
her in-law’s house, her friends teased her
that she would enjoy delicious food today.
Lal Ded humbly replied, "Whether sweets
or savory dishes are cooked, I am fated to
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eat stones." Her cruel mother-in-law would
place a stone beneath a layer of rice on her
plate. This incident led to a local proverb in
Kashmir: “Lali neelvath chali na janah”—*
Lal cannot change her fate of stones.”

By now, her spiritual insight had tran-
scended the limitations of the physical world.
Shebegan wanderingin search of inner truth,
even discarding her clothes. She danced, sang,
and roamed freely in bliss. She considered only
those men to be real who feared God—and
such men, she said, were rare. Hence, she felt
no shame being naked before others. When she
once spotted the great Sufi saint Syed Hama-
dani approaching, she tried to cover herself.
Hamdani asked why she was ashamed now.
Lal Ded replied, “O friend of God, until now,
only women passed by. You are the first man
with divine vision.”

On another occasion, she ran to a shop-
keeper requesting clothes to cover herself,
saying, “The saint who is coming recognizes
me as I recognize him.” As Saint Hamadani
arrived, she jumped into a nearby bakery’s
tandoor. When the saint called out, “O
Lalla, come out and see who is here,” she
emerged clad in radiant, divine garments.
This incident inspired a Kashmiri saying:
“Aayi vaanas te gayi kandaras”—"“She came
to the grocer but went to the baker.”

Lal Ded had no children, a bond from
which nature freed her. She herself said:
.“Na pyaayas, na zaayas, na kheayam hend
taney shonth”(Neither did I give birth nor
partake in maternal food).

The hardships she faced in her house-
hold awakened in her a new vision of life.
Her spiritual realizations blossomed into
poetic expressions known as Vakhs, just
like Kabir, who never used pen and paper.
These verses were sung orally before being
documented. Dr. Grierson, with the help of
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Pandit Mukund Ram Shastri, compiled 106
Vakhs, published in 1920 in Lalvakyaani
by the Royal Asiatic Society, London. R.C.
Temple further studied her sayings in The
Word of Lalla, published by Cambridge Uni-
versity Press in 1924. Rajanak Bhaskaracha-
ryatranslated 60 of her Vakhs into Sanskrit.

Many other scholars, such as Sarvanand
Charagi, Anand Kaul Bamzai, Ramju Kalla,
Jia Lal Kaul Jalali, Gopi Nath Raina, Prof.
Jia Lal Kaul, R.K. Wanchoo, and Nand Lal
Talib, have contributed significantly to pre-
serving and translating her work. Sarvanand
Charagi translated 100 Vakhs into Hindi under
Kalam-e-Lalarifa, Anand Kaul Bamzai 75, and
Ramju Kalla published 146 Vakhs in Amrit-
vani. Renowned writer/translator Dr.Shiben
Krishen Raina collected around 180 Vakhas
and published them in a collection printed by
Bhuvan Vani Trust Lucknow(1983)

Lal Ded’s Vakhs are mostly in free verse
with rhythmic cadence. Her philosophi-
cal insights reflect influences of Shaivism,
Vedanta, and Sufism. When she emerged,
Islam had already entered Kashmir as a
theological system. Amidst religious dogma-
tism and socio-political unrest, Lal Ded rose
above sectarian divisions and voiced the uni-
versal truth in the language of the common
people. Her mystic vision was deeply per-
sonal: “My guru whispered a secret—turn
away from the outer and seek within. Since
then, my soul has danced naked.”

She had attained a state beyond ego and
duality. She saw no difference between self
and other, between honor and insult. Her
realization of the Self as Shiva was supreme:
"Let people insult or mock me—

1 shall never harbor ill in my heart.

When my Shiva has showered grace,

Why should I fear what others think?"
Shaken by social contradictions, her inner
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being was stirred:

"I saw a wise man dying of hunger,

His body withered like autumn leaves.
I saw a fool beating for stealing food,
And my soul, disturbed, walked away."

Her understanding of Advaita (non-
dualism) matched that of Shankara. She
found God not in temples or rituals but
within herself:

"[ searched for Him in the world—

Day and night, I wandered.

At last, I found Him in my own home—
And from that day, my true path began.”
She opposed religious hypocrisy and criti-
cized both Hindus and Muslims who strayed
from true piety. For Lal Ded, religion meant
purity of heart.

"Your face is beautifil; your heart is like stone—
Where is the essence in that?

You read and write till your hands are sore—
But you have not removed the darkness
within."

Lal Ded’s poetry is a blend of philo-
sophical depth, poetic beauty, and spiritual
universality. Her expressions use meta-
phor, paradox, suggestion, and symbolic
imagery rooted in everyday life. Most of
her Vakhs evoke the tranquil Shanta rasa
(aesthetic mood of peace).

Lal Ded’s language marks a milestone in
Kashmiri literary history. Though some con-
sider Shitikantha’s Mahanaya Prakash the first
Kashmiri text, its language is far less Kashmiri
than that of Lal Ded’s verses. Her language is
Sanskrit-rooted but also contains Persian and
Arabic elements. She used Sanskrit words in
original or slightly modified forms: prakash,
teerth, anugrah, karm, moorkh, manushya, shiv,
.updesh., .geeta., .gyaan., etc. Persian-Arabic
words include. sahib.,. dil., jigar., mushk., .gul,
bagh., kalma., .shikar., etc.

There is no significant shrine, memo-
rial, or temple dedicated to Lal Ded in
Kashmir. Perhaps she transcended such
earthly symbols. She came as a divine
emissary and merged silently with the
Infinite—beyond life and death:

"For me, birth and death are alike.
No one dies for me—
Nor shall I die for anyone.".

Lal Ded ranks among the greatest spiri-
tual luminaries of the world. She had attained
enlightenment during her lifetime and entered
the abode of God. For her, life held purpose and
deathlostits dread. She loved God wholeheart-
edly and found Him within herself.

Kashmir’s great Sufi saint Sheikh Noor-
ud-din Wali, also known as Nund Rishi,
offered the most fitting tribute to Lal Ded:
"Thart Ladle.of Pacimaporedrank; thenectar divine—
She was our incarnation.

O Lord! May I be blessed as she was!"

Author is MA (HINDI, ENGLISH), PhD,
Former Fellow, IIAS, Rashtrapati Nivas,
Shimla, Ex-Member, Hindi Salahkar Samiti,
Ministry of Law & Justice, (Govt. of India).
He can be mailed at skrainal23@gmail.com

The Season That Took Everything

A Monologue Of A Girl Finding Her Voice In The Middle Of Silence And Storms

KABRA ALTAF

he was always the one who told
the truth.
Even when it hurt.
Even when no one wanted to
hear it.
Even when it meant walking alone.
She lived with pressure like it was grav-
ity —
constant, invisible, expected.
Be better. Be strong. Be kind. Be quiet.
She did what was asked.
She believed in progress.
She believed in people.
She believed that if you were good
enough, you’d be okay.
But then came the season.
Not winter. Not monsoon.
Not a season you can track on apps or
calendars
but the kind that unravels everything
inside you
No warning. No storm. Just... unravel-
ing.
The things she thought would hold —
cracked.
The people she counted on — vanished.
The truths she lived by — turned their
backs on her.
And she didn’t fight it.
She didn’t scream.
She didn’t resist.
She just... let it happen.
Years of pain — unspoken, tolerated,

justified —

collapsed under their own weight.

But instead of relief, she found silence.

No voice.

No anger.

No hope.

Just a hollow place where meaning used
to be.

A void.

Not broken — just absent

Like waking up in a house emptied
overnight.

Like forgetting your own reflection.

Like breathing without knowing why.

She stopped believing in progress.

Not out of bitterness — just clarity.

She stopped believing in people.

Not because they were cruel — but
because they were loud

Loud with fixes. Loud with truths. Loud
with noise.

So now, she watches the world like it’s
happening to someone else.

Detached. Still.

Not unfeeling — just **beyond feeling

And deep inside her, something waits.

A whisper.

A voice.

Her own.

It doesn’t want applause.

It doesn’t want answers.

It just wants to be heard —

Not by the world.

But by her.

Because maybe that’s what survival
truly is:

Not to be seen.

Not to be saved.

Just to finally hear yourself

after the noise is gone.

In Kashmir, even the weather lies.

Seasons don’t pass — they arrive like
uninvited guests.

Spring walks in like a rumor.

Summer burns with memory.

Autumn sheds truth like dry leaves.

Winter doesn’t visit — it occupies

You don’t live through seasons here —
you negotiate.

You buy wool in September like it’s
insurance.

You pickle food in July like you're pre-
paring for exile.

You smile in spring, not because you're
happy — but because you survived winter.

We plan.

We adapt.

We prepare for snowfall like it’s an
annual betrayal.

We make peace with roads that vanish,
taps that freeze,

and signals that disappear faster than
prom ses in election season

We burn kangris to stay alive —

even when our hands are burned, even
when our bellies scar.

And some — the poorest — don’t eat.

They just sit silently, warming their
hunger

over charcoal that bites more than it
comforts.

Because being Kashmiri isn’t just sur-
viving the snow —

it’s surviving the silence.
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It’s surviving the forgetting.

We wear our strength like pherans —

Heavy. Frayed. Stitched with centuries.

Nobody sees the chaos beneath.

Just the calm.

Just the stillness.

But we are walking cartilage and will-
power.

We are broken ribs that still breathe.

We are hollow voices that still hope.

And she?

She’s one of us.

Told the truth even when silence was
safer.

Carried pressure like second skin.

Hoped goodness would be her shield.

And when everything cracked, she
didn’t fall apart — she disappeared.

She no longer hoped people would
understand.

Not because they were heartless — but
because they were elsewhere

Elsewhere in their noise. Their “solu-
tions.” Their comfort.

So she went inward.

She held her breath in rooms filled with
fog.

She stood in the snow with ribs too
bruised to speak.

She smiled with a mouth that forgot
laughter.

But even then — she stood.

And then came her truth — spilled,
messy, unfinished, but real:

> With this, I might write down a torn
heart here.

> But what if I put it here and let it
bleed —

> then what will bleed inside me for
the life

> when everything suppressed finally
leaves?

> All this — we live.

> We support ourselves by ourselves.

> We fight.

> We hope.

> And that’s what keeps us going.

> With a heart full of hope,

> with a heart still looking for the right
people,

> with a heart that still believes in love —

> we stand.

> With burned hands, I still hold the
kangri.

> With broken ribs, I still smile.

> With a broken heart, I still hope.

> With a broken hand, I still write my
soul.

So I welcome you —

to the place where it’s heaven and
nobody knows us as humans.

I welcome you

to the land of many seasons —

of love, of peace,

of pain,

and of life that keeps going.

And even now,

even after all of this —

we still wait for spring.

Kabra Altaf is an eight-time national

Judo medalist and a State Awardee based
in Srinagar. She can be reached at Kabraal-
tafb5@gmail.com
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NEWS

DC G'bal reviews progress of PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Gander-
bal, Jatin Kishore Tuesday
chaired a review meeting to
assess the status of the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
in the district here in the V.C
Room of DC Office.

The meeting focused on
evaluating the progress of
the scheme, identifying bot-
tlenecks and devising strat-
egies to ensure 100 percent
coverage under the scheme
as per the assigned targets.

Reviewing the imple-
mentation of the scheme,
DC stressed the need for an

aggressive public aware-
ness campaign to educate
people about the benefits,
subsidies and key fea-
tures of the scheme. He
highlighted the scope for
improvement in achieving
the targets and directed the
concerned officials of the
KPDCL to improve their
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Around 11,000

morning.

The first pilgrim convoy, carrying 1,250
pilgrims in 48 vehicles, left for the shorter
but steeper 14-km Baltal route in Gander-
bal district. The second convoy of 2,286
pilgrims in 84 vehicles undertook the yatra
via the traditional 48-km Pahalgam route
in Anantnag district.

“Even though there is a slight decline in
pilgrim turnout from Jammu, the overall
yatra is proceeding without disruptions.
All necessary facilities including shelter,
food, medical assistance, and route secu-
rity are fully operational,” an official said.

This year’s Amarnath Yatra, scheduled
to conclude on August 9, is being conducted
amid unprecedented security measures,
including drone surveillance, RFID track-
ing for pilgrims and a multi-layered deploy-
ment of forces—(KNO)

Lga!;nasynches

The Lieutenant Governor is personally
monitoring and overseeing the redressal
of all cases across the UT of J&K.

A toll- free helpline numbers have also
been established at the offices of the Divi-
sional Commissioners in both Jammu
(0191-2478995) and Kashmir (0194-2487777)
divisions, to facilitate the registration of
any overlooked or pending claims.

These helplines are being attended
through dedicated control rooms as citizen
interfaces for receiving grievances or que-
ries related to pending government support
to terror affected families viz. compensa-
tion, Ex- gratia relief and Compassionate
appointments.

The helplines have been staffed with
trained personnel and will be integrated
with the centralized application to ensure
that every claim is formally recorded and
acted upon.

In order to ensure regular oversight,
coordination, and follow-up on the griev-
ances and pending claims, Special Moni-
toring Cells have been constituted in the
offices of Chief Secretary and Director
General of Police.

These Special Cells will periodically
review the status of pending and resolved
cases, analyze delays or bottlenecks in
processing, and coordinate with relevant
departments to ensure timely and just
resolution of claims.

Shri Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary; Shri
Nalin Prabhat, DGP; Shri Chandraker
Bharti, Principal Secretary, Home Depart-
ment; Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal
Secretary to Lieutenant Governor; Shri
M Raju, Commissioner Secretary, GAD;
Shri Vijay Kumar Bidhuri, Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir; Shri Ramesh Kumar,
Divisional Commissioner Jammu; Shri
VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir; Shri Bhim Sen
Tuti, IGP Jammu and S. Jaskaran Singh
Modi, SIO, NIC were present, in person and
through virtual mode.

LG Sinha Visits

forces, service providers, volunteers and
every-one involved in the holy yatra for
ensuring a pleasant and memorable pil-
grimage for the devotees of Baba Barfani.

“Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra has crossed
3,35,000 mark. The success of the yatra
will give a significant boost to the tourism
sector in the Union Territory. 97 percent
positive feedback received from Pilgrims.
The Yatra is going on smoothly, meeting
all the expectations. We are witnessing
an overwhelming atmosphere of spiritual
fervor and festivity throughout the base
camps,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor directed health
officials to conduct an in-depth analysis of
patterns and causes for the health-related
incidents among pilgrims, and take precau-
tionary measures to improve overall health
outcomes for the devotees.

He also reviewed the Yatra feedback
system and directed for incorporating
traffic feedback option for better traffic
management and to facilitate the smooth
movement of the pilgrims.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompa-
nied by Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal
Secretary to Lieutenant Governor and CEQO,
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board; Shri Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri, Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir; Shri VK Birdi, IGP Kashmir; Shri
Rahul Yadav, MD, JKPDCL and Nodal Offi-
cer, Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra for Pahalgam
Axis; Shri Syeed Fakhrudin Hamid, Deputy
Commissioner Anantnag and other senior
officers of District Administration, SASB,
Police and Security Forces.

President Murmu Accepts

in accordance with Article 67(a) of the
Constitution,” the resignation letter stated.
The letter was posted on the Vice Presi-
dent’s official X account.

The resignation surprised several politi-
cal leaders, as Dhankhar had presided over
Rajya Sabha proceedings during the first
half of Monday.

Dhankhar assumed office as Vice Pres-
ident on August 11, 2022, succeeding M.
Venkaiah Naidu.

Unseasonal Rains

farmers who faced yield loss due to
extreme weather.

In contrast, Ladakh recorded zero crop
damage during the same period, and no
compensation or claims were reported.
However, 14 hectares were insured under
the crop insurance schemes, suggesting a
growing awareness and participation by
Ladakhi farmers in risk mitigation mea-
sures.

The government said that disaster relief
responsibilities lie primarily with State
governments.

However, in cases of severe calamity,
Central assistance is extended through the
National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF)
based on assessments by Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams (IMCTs). Jammu & Kash-
mir, like other states, can tap into the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) for imme-
diate relief—(KNO)

Carr Inde‘peendent

Highlighting t purpose behind these
infrastructural investments, he stated that
the ultimate goal is to enhance cleanliness,
and to make villages more liveable and
environmentally ambient.

The MD, Rural Sanitation, Anoo Mal-
hotra while speaking of the progress and
achievements made out that since its ini-
tiation in February 2020, SBM-G Phase-I1
has made substantial strides in J&K. She
elaborated that 18,29,495 Individual House-
hold Latrines (IHHL) have been construct-
ed including 8,450 Community Compost
Pits, 1,69,158 Individual Compost Pits for
waste management in rural areas.

For Grey Water Management she men-
tioned that 7,334 Community Soak Pits,
3,56,458 Individual Soak Pits 4,89,250Indi-
vidual Kitchen Gardens have been devel-
oped by the Department.

Moreover about the Annual Implementa-
tion Plan (AIP) 2024-25 it was said that sig-
nificant achievements were noted against
planned targets, including the construc-
tion of 43,280 IHHLs against a target of
36,000, and 740 CSCs against a target of
1,000.

With respect to 2025-26 the meeting was
informed that an AIPof Rs 405 Cr has
been approved for SBM(G) in J&K out of
whichRs61.25 Cr as Ist instalment of Cen-
tral share for 2025-26 was sanctioned on
June 27, 2025. Similarly, the correspond-
ing UT share of approximately X700.00
lakhs has been released, the meeting was
informed.

Regarding the functionality of Assets an
online platform called mWaterdash Board
gives insights about each asset created by
the Department. It was revealed that as
per the report generated on this dashboard
7,317 out of 7,562 CSCs stands verified and
reported functional (100% verified).

Similarly2,585 out of 2,900 Segregation
Sheds had been said to be verified and
found functional (45% verified). About
Plastic Waste Management Units 96 out
of 131 verified assets are functional (100%
verified). 560 dysfunctional/defunct units
are currently being retrofitted for func-
tionality.

It was given out that out of the total of
6,650 villages, 4,585 villages (69%) are cov-
ered by door-to-door garbage collection.
User charges collected until December 2024
amounted to X141.40 Lacs, with an addition-
al X32.14 Lacs collected in the first quarter
of FY 2025-26. The UT has 874 procured and
84 hired collection vehicles.

The meeting was also apprised that
extensive preparations had been made
to ensure a clean, green, and sustainable
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra (SANJY) 2025,
with a focus on robust sanitation measures
including the deployment of 7,404 sanita-
tion workers, installation of 5,613 toilets/
baths, 15 waste management facilities, and
80 soak pits.

A dedicated IEC campaign using visuals,
signage, and social media is being conduct-
ed along the yatra routes, complemented
by a tech-enabled waste monitoring system
via a web-cum-mobile application. As of
July 2025, a total of 192.61 metric tonnes
of waste has been collected which includes
125.75 MT from the Baltal Axis and 66.86
MT from the Pahalgam AxXis.

Some of the SBM-G best practices show-
casing innovative initiatives taken up by
the Department includes ECO-KARIG-
ARI (Waste to Wealth initiative), Sand-
esh-e-Swachta, PWMU facilitated under
PMEGP,Public Park on Community Soak
Pit, DEWAT System, a community-led grey-
water management unit and organic waste
composting machine within the Central

performance in this regard.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of coordinated efforts,
DC instructed the KPDCL,
banks and other stakehold-
ers to work in close synergy
to resolve any technical,
financial or procedural issues
being faced by the applicants.

The meeting also delib-

erated on the selection of
villages to be developed as
Model Solar Villages in the
district. DC highlighted the
transformative potential of
the initiative in promot-
ing clean energy adoption,
reducing dependence on
conventional power sourc-
es, and bringing long-term

Jail Srinagar, run by trained inmates, con-
verts 500 kg of solid waste into organic
fertilizers daily.

Later on the Chief Secretary also took
note of the functioning of Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana
(DDU-GKY) scheme here. The scheme
focuses on skill training and placement for
rural poor youth in the age group of 18-35
yvears.The scheme provides placement-led
skilling, with a focus on post-placement
support, career progression, and sustain-
able employment.

The Chief Secretary impressed on the
concerned to enhance the pace of imple-
mentation of this scheme here for the
funds are available and the expenditure
stands on the lower side. He also under-
scored the need for evaluation of both the
quality and quantity of placements made
under this programme.

The COO, Himayat, Rajneesh Gupta
threw light on the implementation and suc-
cess of this scheme here. He gave out that
17,000 placements had been made till date
under this scheme. He assured that the
expenditure would show an upward trend
as the implementation has started gaining
pace after initial phase of its operation in
the UT.

Omar Advocates

Kashmir will be shaped significantly by the
educators, policymakers, and institutional
leaders who guide the younger generation.
“You will decide how capable our children will
be in contributing to the development of J&K
and the country at large. You will shape their
competitiveness, confidence, and capacity,”
he added.

Pointing to persistent gaps in subject avail-
ability and staffing, the Chief Minister noted
that many government schools and colleges
are unable to offer a wide range of subjects
due to faculty shortages. “In Jammu, only a
few schools offer Urdu; in Kashmir, few offer
Hindi. Even regional languages like Kashmiri,
Dogri, or Punjabi are taught in very limited
number of institutions. These gaps need to be
filled gradually, within our available resourc-
es,” he said.

He also addressed frequent comparisons
between government and private schools,
highlighting that government institutions
operate in areas where private schools often do
not venture. “Setting up a school in Srinagar
is easy. Try opening one in Gurez, Tangdhar,
or Machil. Our teachers work in extreme con-
ditions, away from the spotlight, and deserve
recognition,” he stated.

Commending the spirit of innovation among
students, the Chief Minister appreciated the
exhibition held at the venue where students
showcased practical solutions to real-life
problems—ranging from water conservation,
low-plastic alternatives, climate change aware-
ness, to winter-specific water pipe systems.

“Our children don’t lack talent; they lack
exposure and opportunities. Their creativity,
thinking, and innovation give us hope that we
are moving in the right direction,” he said.

Omar Abdullah also emphasized the impor-
tance of inclusivity in education. “Every
child—regardless of physical or learning chal-
lenges—deserves a chance to learn. Are our
schools truly inclusive and accessible to all?
This workshop is a good step in that direction,”
he said.

Speaking about the dynamic nature of edu-
cation discourse, the Chief Minister observed
that decisions regarding school holidays, exam
schedules, and even online learning often
spark debates in every household, reflecting
the deep connection society has with the edu-
cation system.

He acknowledged the challenges posed by
the digital divide and affirmed that as the gov-
ernment’s financial capacity improves, efforts
to bridge that divide will be intensified.

The Chief Minister said, “The future of
Jammu and Kashmir is in the hands of our
educators. You are not just teaching cur-
riculum—you are shaping citizens, instill-
ing values, and building futures. Let us work
together to make our education system more
resilient, inclusive, and transformative.”

The Chief Minister congratulated the
organizers for holding the conference and
expressed hope that such engagements will
continue to inspire positive change across the
education landscape of Jammu and Kashmir.

Earlier, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
visited the exhibition stalls set up by various
government schools, showcasing innovative
models and live demonstrations prepared by
students and teachers.

Minister for Education, Sakina Itoo, also
spoke on the occasion and said that one of the
foremost priorities of the government, soon
after its formation, was to reform the educa-
tion system to make it more equitable, inclu-
sive, and future-ready.

Vice Chancellor of the Islamic University of
Science & Technology (IUST), Prof. Shakeel
Romshoo, and Secretary, School Education,
Ram Niwas Sharma also addressed the confer-
ence, sharing insights on the implementation
and impact of NEP-2020.

The event was attended by Additional
Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister, Dheer-

©CM K¢

socio-economic benefits to
rural communities.
Reiterating the need for
expedited processes, col-
laborative functioning, and
active public participa-
tion, C called for concerted
efforts to maximize the
outreach and impact of the
scheme in Ganderbal.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District
Development Commissioner,
Manzoor Ahmad Bhat; Chief
Planning Officer, Assistant
Commissioner Revenue,
Executive Engineer KPDCL
Ganderbal, LDM, AEEs
KPDCL, AEE JAKEDA and
other concerned.

aj Gupta, Managing Director & CEO of J&K
Bank, Amitava Chatterjee, Director of The
Times of India Group, Rohit Sharma, Direc-
tor School Education Kashmir, Dr. G.N. Itoo,
along with senior officers, senior officials of
the Education Department, Chief Education
Officers, school principals, masters, teachers,
NEP experts, students, and other stakehold-
ers.

On the occasion, a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was also signed between IUST
and the Directorate of School Education,
Kashmir, to foster academic collaboration and
strengthen school-university linkages—
(KNO)

India’s Doctor-Population

faculty shortages, the recognition of
DNB qualifications for faculty appoint-
ments has been implemented, and the age
limit for appointments, extensions, or re-
employment of teachers, deans, principals,
and directors in medical colleges has been
increased to 70 years,” he said.

While the central government is actively
working to improve healthcare infrastruc-
ture, the primary responsibility for filling
vacancies and strengthening the public
health system lies with the respective state
governments, the minister said. He said
that through the National Health Mission
(NHM), the central government provides
financial and technical support to states
and union territories, enabling them to
augment their healthcare workforce, often
through contractual appointments based
on their specific needs.

“To encourage doctors and paramedics
to serve in rural and remote areas, various
incentives are offered under NHM. These
include hard area allowances for specialist
doctors working in difficult regions and for
their residential quarters, as well as hono-
rariums for gynecologists, pediatricians,
anesthetists, and doctors trained in emer-
gency obstetric care, aimed at increasing

the availability of specialists for proce-mm&

dures like Cesarean sections,” the reply
stated.

The minister further said that incentives
are provided for staff involved in antena-
tal and reproductive health activities, and
non-monetary benefits such as preferen-
tial admission to postgraduate courses
for staff serving in challenging areas and
improved rural housing are also in place.
“The NHM supports multi-skilling and
continuous skill upgradation of healthcare
professionals to address the shortage of
specialists and improve health outcomes
across the country,” he said—(KNO)

Amit Shah To Unveil

the society, country and the world due to
globalization and technological advance-
ment. Keeping these changes in mind, it
became necessary to formulate a new policy,
so that cooperative institutions can be made
more active and useful in the current eco-
nomic scenario and the role of the coopera-
tive sector can be strengthened in achieving
the goal of Viksit Bharat 2047,” they said.

“The objective of the National Cooperative
Policy is to make cooperative institutions
inclusive, manage them professionally, pre-
pare them for the future and be able to create
large scale employment and livelihood
opportunities especially in rural India.”

Pertinently, a 48-member national level
committee headed by former Union Min-
ister Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu has pre-
pared the new National Cooperative Policy.
This committee included members from
national/state cooperative federations,
cooperative societies of all levels and sec-
tors, representatives of the concerned
Central and State Government Ministry/
Department and academicians. To ensure
a participatory and inclusive approach, the
Committee held 17 meetings and 4 region-
al workshops in Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Gurugram and Patna. 648 valuable sug-
gestions received from stakeholders were
carefully evaluated and incorporated in
the new cooperative policy—(KNO)
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India and UK to share views
on cross-border terrorism
during PM Modi's visit

IANS

NEW DELHI: Highlight-
ing the US decision to
officially designate The
Resistance Front (TRF)
- a proxy of the Pakistan-
based terrorist organisa-
tion Lashkar-e-Tayyiba
(LeT) - as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organisation (FTO)
and Specially Designated
Global Terrorist (SDGT),
Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri said on Tuesday that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the United
Kingdom starting Wednes-
day will also give India an
opportunity to share views
regarding issues like cross-
border terrorism and the
need to respond to such
challenges in a resolute
manner.

The TRF has been
involved in numerous
terror-related activities,
including the heinous
attack on civilians in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Pahalgam on April 22 this
year for which it twice
claimed responsibility.

"On the TRF role in
Pahalgam, you are aware of
recent developments also
in that regard. The United
States State Department
has recently designated the
TRF as a foreign terrorist

organisation and a Special-
ly Designated Global Ter-
rorist and a proxy of the
Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba. I am sure our UK
colleagues are updated on
this development, but this
will give us the opportunity
to share further views on
issues such as cross-border
terrorism and the need to
respond in resolute fash-
ion to such challenges,"
said Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri during a spe-
cial media briefing in New
Delhi ahead of PM Modi's
two-nation visit.

Last week, while
announcing the TRF's list-
ing as a terrorist outfit,

the US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said that the
action "demonstrates the
Trump Administration’s
commitment to protecting
our national security inter-
ests, countering terrorism,
and enforcing President
Trump’s call for justice for
the Pahalgam attack".

"TRF, a Lashkar-e-Tayy-
iba (LeT) front and proxy,
claimed responsibility for
the April 22, 2025, Pahal-
gam attack, which Kkilled
26 civilians. This was the
deadliest attack on civil-
ians in India since the 2008
Mumbai attacks conducted
by LeT," he said.

India had welcomed

Washington's decision,
calling it a "timely and
important step" reflect-
ing the deep cooperation
between India and the
United States on counter-
terrorism.

In a post on X, External
Affairs Minister (EAM)
S Jaishankar wrote, "A
strong affirmation of
India-US counter-terror-
ism cooperation. Appreci-
ate Secretary Rubio and
the US State Department
for designating TRF — a
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT)
proxy — as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organisation (FTO)
and Specially Designated
Global Terrorist (SDGT).
It claimed responsibility
for the April 22 Pahalgam
attack. Zero tolerance for
Terrorism".

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) stated
that India has consistently
emphasised the need for
global cooperation in the
fight against terrorism and
the dismantling of terror
infrastructure. Expressing
commitment to zero-toler-
ance towards terrorism, New
Delhi has also vowed to con-
tinue to work closely with
its international partners to
ensure that terrorist organ-
isations and their proxies are
held accountable.

India to continue sharing
concerns on presence of

g P

IANS

NEW DELHI: India on
Tuesday said that it will
continue to share its con-
cerns with the UK govern-
ment about the presence
of Khalistani extremists
in the United Kingdom as
well as carry on making
diplomatic efforts for the
extradition of fugitive
criminals.

"The issue of the pres-
ence of Khalistani extrem-
ists and bodies close to
these people is again
something that we have
brought to the attention of
our partners in the UK. We
will continue to do so. This
is a matter of concern not
only to us, but should be a
matter of concern to our
partners as well because
this impacts social cohe-
sion and social order in
these other countries as
well," Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said during
a special media briefing
ahead of PM Modi's visit
to the United Kingdom,
beginning Wednesday.

Earlier this year, Kha-
listani goons created
ruckus outside the Cha-
tham House in London
where External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar was
attending an event. A video

from the event, showing a  wide ranging discussions : on a State Visit to India in A High-Level Core Name of Work E.St'LCOSt DCOSt ff;/ Earm_astRMoney T|me.of COIT;EH—,‘UO" s TectI? "'CT\: AA Accorded Vide
protester running towards  with UK PM Keir Starmer : October 2024. He also visit- Group (HLCG) has been 1 (in 2acs) oc. é" ) (in m ) (in mgn s) anc |gn 0.

the EAM's vehicle as he on the entire gamut of ed New Delhi to attend the  constituted to oversee the "Design. Suooly. Installation. Test R B

was leaving the venue, also  India-UK bilateral rela- ! swearing-in ceremony of progress towards imple- ‘ijs'cg"’ upply, 'ns aff:.'o'::’. ﬁs_mg MDNK 2625 245-GMCB of
went viral on social media tions, including exchang- ! the new government that mentation of the joint an ommlssmnn_1g0 re ighting 9,4850 600/- 18,970.0 03 Months / / 2025 Dt:21-06-
highlighting the security ing views on issues of ! had been elected earlierin  vision between both coun- System at Makeshift Nursing Colkige 1s-01 2025
breach. ! the year. Both leaders had  tries. The HLCG has met Old District Hospital Baramulla. Dt: 10-07-2025

This was not the first
time that anti-India, radi-
cal elements had organised
demonstrations, attacks,
as well as arson in London.

In March 2023, New
Delhi had lodged a strong
protest with the UK gov-
ernment after Khalistan
elements created ruckus at
the Indian High Commis-
sion in London. The Min-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA) had demanded an

Khalistani extremits inUK

explanation from the Brit-
ish authorities for the com-
plete absence of the British
security that allowed the
Khalistani goons to enter
the High Commission
premises.

During Tuesday's media
briefing on PM Modi's
two-nation visit, Foreign
Secretary Misri also said
that India has continued
to "make the case" for the
extradition of fugitive
criminals and it contin-
ues to follow it up very
closely with the partners
in London.

"There have been a few
questions related to fugi-
tives related to Indian
law and Indian justice, in
the UK. These have been
a matter of discussion
between both sides and we
have continued to make
the case for these fugitives
to be rendered to India.
There is a legal process
that such requests and
such issues go through in
the other country and we
continue to follow up very
closely with our partners
in the UK on these mat-
ters,” he said.

This will be Prime Min-
ister Modi's fourth visit to
the UK.

During the visit, Prime
Minister Modi will hold

regional and global
importance. Prime Minis-
ter Modi will also call on
King Charles III. During
the PM's London visit,
the two sides will also
review the progress of the
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP) with a
specific focus on trade and
economy, technology and
innovation, defence and
security, climate, health,
education and people-to-
people ties.

{ New Delhi,
i (IANS) Prime Minister
. Narendra Modi's two-day
: State visit to Maldives this
i week will not only contrib-
i ute further to consolidating
i strong ties between the two
' nations but also enhance
peace, prosperity and secu-
¢ rity in the Indian Ocean
. Region (IOR), Foreign Sec-
i retary Vikram Misri said
{ on Tuesday. Both coun-
i tries, he revealed, are also
: in discussions to negotiate
a Free Trade Agreement
i and an investment treaty.

Free Trade Agreement,
investment treaty on radaras PM
Modi visits Maldives this week

IANS

JULY 22

Prime Minister Modi

 will undertake a State
| Visit to Maldives from July
i 25-26, on the invitation of
: the Maldives President,
: Mohamed Muizzu. This
{ will be Prime Minister
i Modi's third visit to Mal-
¢ dives - he had visited the
Indian Ocean archipelago
i in 2018 and 2019, earlier -
i and the first by a Head of
: State or Government to
| Maldives during the Presi-
i dency of Muizzu which
i began in November 2023.

PM Modi will arrive in

i Maldives on July 25 which
 would be the second and
. final leg of his two-nation
| visit, following the visit to
i the United Kingdom, start-
i ing Wednesday.

Besides holding discus-

| sions on issues of mutual
i interest with Muizzu,
. Prime Minister Modi
: will also be the 'Guest of
{ Honour' at the celebra-
i tions of the 60th anniver-
. sary of the Independence
i of Maldives on July 26. 2025
| also marks 60 years of the
i establishment of diplomat-
© ic relations between both
| countries.

President Muizzu was

also met on the sidelines of
the COP meeting in Dubai.

"The relationship with

| the Maldives is compre-
i hensive and multifaceted.
. It's been paid attention to
| by leadership at the high-
i est levels and we believe
© that this visit by the Prime
: Minister will contribute
{ further to consolidating
. these strong ties and con-
. tribute to peace, prosperity
i and security in the Indian

Ocean Region that both of
us inhabit," Foreign Secre-
tary Misri stated during a
special media briefing held
in New Delhi on Tuesday
ahead of PM Modi's two-
nation visit.

The two leaders will also
take stock of the progress
in the implementation of
the India-Maldives Joint
Vision for a 'Comprehen-
sive Economic and Mari-
time Security Partnership',
adopted during the State
Visit of the President of
Maldives to India in Octo-
ber 2024.

With PM Modi slated
to inaugurate some infra-
structure projects and
also announce new initia-
tives, the visit reflects the
importance India attaches
to its maritime neighbour,
Maldives, which continues
to hold a special place in
India's 'Neighbourhood
First' policy and Vision
MAHASAGAR.

"We have always been
the first on hand to respond
to the needs of Maldives
in times whenever it has
faced crisis, natural or
man-made. There has been
arobust, political relation-
ship which has been bol-
stered by regular visits at
high-levels," said Misri.

"This joint vision, in
a sense, has become the
guiding framework for
our ties. This year already,
in the first six months,
we have seen nearly half
a dozen ministerial level
visits from the Maldives.
The speaker of the Mal-
dives Parliament visited
India. In fact, the very first
engagement this year that
the External Affairs Minis-
ter held was with the For-
eign Minister of Maldives,"
he added.

twice, at Male and Delhi
in January and May 2025,
respectively. Since then,
there has been regular
political visits from Mal-
dives to India, especially,
in 2025, covering Minis-
ters of Finance, Foreign,
Defence, Environment,
Information and Arts,
Health etc as well as that
of a delegation led by the
Speaker of the Maldivian
Majlis.

SRINAGAR | Wednesday, 23, July 2025

Five militants killed in fratricide

incident in Manipur

IANS

IMPHAL: In a fratri-
cide incident, at least five
cadres of a militant group
were Kkilled in a fierce gun

battle in Manipur’s Noney

district on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

A senior official in
Imphal said that in an intra-
group fight of a militant
outfit, at least five militants
were Kkilled at Daveijang

| jungle areas near Longpi
i village in Noney district of

western Manipur.
Preliminary informa-

tion said that the gun
. battle took place among
i the cadres of the Chin Kuki

Mizo Army (CKMA), which

has not signed any Suspen-

sion of Operations (SoO)
agreement with the gov-
ernment. The mountain-
ous area is a very remote
area and hardly any com-
munication is there, the
official said, adding that

further details are awaited.

A police team is on the
way to the area.

The CKMA outfit is a
newly formed militant
group, the official said,
adding that the motive for
the gunfight seems to be a
leadership issue.

Meanwhile, in a simi-
lar incident on June 30,
unidentified gunmen
killed four people, includ-
ing an elderly woman, in an
ambush in Churachandpur
district.

According to police, a
Hyundai Creta car was
ambushed at Mongjang
village in Churachand-
pur district, leading to the

death of those inside the
vehicle. The three men
were gunned down on the
spot inside the car, while a
72-year-old elderly woman,
who was passing the area,
was hit by a bullet fired
by the gunmen. She suc-
cumbed to her injuries on
the way to the Churachan-
dpur district hospital.

The deceased, whose
bodies have been deposited
at Churachandpur hospi-
tal morgue, were identified
as Phalhing (72), Thenk-
hothang alias Thahpi (48),
Seikhogin (35) and Len-

gouhao (35).

Outlawed militant
outfit United Kuki Nation-
al Army (UKNA) had
claimed responsibility for
the attack, which killed the
members of another armed
Kuki group that signed the
So0O agreement with the
government in 2008.

Sources said that the
three men victims belonged
to the Kuki National Army
(KNA) outfit. The incident
resulted in a factional feud
among the militant outfits
of the Kuki community, the
sources had said.

Flood wreaks havoc in Bihar,
life comes to grinding halt

IANS

PATNA: As floodwaters

from the Ganga continue
| torise across Bihar, villag-

es are being washed away,

| families are breaking

apart, and life has come to
a standstill for thousands.

In Masadhun village of
Bhagalpur, the floods have

left behind a grim social

crisis. With many homes
swallowed by the Ganga,
and families are breaking
apart.

Local resident Rakesh
Mandal shared: “My broth-
er Prashant’s wife left him
and their four-year-old
daughter after our house
was washed away. Now,

the child is being raised
by her grandmother while

Prashant works at a brick

kiln to support the family.”

Saroj Devi explained
that they had built a small

two-room house after years

of workingin kilns, only to
see it vanish in the floods.
Now, her son is of mar-

PUBLIC NOTICE

| intend to transfer the
electricity connection
bearing consumer ID
0203010003433 and
installation no 21408-R1
from my deceased husband
Late Mohammad Ashraf
PanditR/0 HIG colony
Bemina to my Name Tabasum
AshrafW/0 Mohammad
Ashraf Pandit R/o HIG colony
Bemina.Anybody having any
objection in this regard may
contact office of the Assistant
Executive Engineer subdivision
watalkadal ED III within one
week of publishing of this
notice.After one week no
objection shall be entertained.

riageable age, but: “Who
will marry him when we
don’t even have a home for
the bride to come to?”

Mamlakha Panchay-
at Mukhiya Abhishek
Mandal called it a “social
emergency”’, demanding
a special rehabilitation
scheme for such flood-rav-
aged villages to restore dig-
nity and stability to these
families.

While anti-erosion
work has been done post
last year’s erosion, many
displaced families have not
received the compensation
promised by the govern-
ment, forcing them to live
in makeshift huts with no
land to rebuild.

As floodwaters rise in
Danapur and other Diara
areas of Patna and Saran,
respectively, BLOs and
teachers are risking their
lives to carry out the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voter lists ahead
of the Bihar Assembly
elections.

Drugs and pharmaceuticals export
up 92 pcin last 6 fiscals: Minister

IANS

NEW DELHI: The export
of drugs and pharmaceu-
ticals has increased by 92
per cent over the last six
financial years — from Rs
1,28,028 crore in FY2018-
19 to Rs 2,45,962 crore in
FY2024-25, the Parliament
was informed on Tuesday.

The PLI scheme for
Pharmaceuticals aims to
enhance India’s manu-
facturing capabilities by
increasing investment
and production in the
sector and contributing
to product diversification
to high-value goods in the
pharmaceutical sector,
said Minister of State for
Chemicals and Fertilis-
ers, Anupriya Patel, in the
Rajya Sabha in a written
reply to a question.

The scheme has enabled
enhanced investment and
production in eligible prod-
ucts. As of March 2025, the
committed investment of
Rs 17,275 crore targeted
over the six-year period

of the scheme stands sub-
stantially exceeded with
cumulative investment of
Rs 37,306 crore made by
the scheme’s third year,
and cumulative sales of
approved products of Rs
2,66,528 crore have been
made, including exports
of Rs 1,70,807 crore.

The cumulative sales of
Rs 2,94,000 crore targeted
over the six-year period
of the scheme are expect-
ed to be exceeded in the
scheme’s fourth year.

The Promotion of
Research and Innova-
tion in Pharma MedTech
Sector (PRIP) scheme has
been launched with an
outlay of Rs 5,000 crore to
transform India’s Pharma
MedTech sector from
cost- to innovation-based
growth by strengthen-
ing research and to pro-
mote industry-academia
linkage for research and
development in priority
areas in drug discovery
and development and
medical devices.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL

AND HOSPITALS DIVISION SRINAGAR

(Tele-fax No: 019-2496089, e-mail id: xenmhchdk@yahoo.in)

Subject:

1. SITC of 1000 Kg/hr capacity steam generator with allied works for Laundry Section of

SMHS Hospital , Srinagar

2. SITC of Semi automatic Oxygen and Nitrous Panels along with manifolds and allied works
near OPD Block at Govt. Dental College and Hospital, Srinagar

Ref: 1. This office NIT No: M&HDS/TS /2025-26/40/ e-tendering Dated: 02.07.2025.
2. This office NIT No: M&HDS /TS /2025-26/43/e-tendering Dated: 09.07.2025

In order to have wider participation and better competition, the critical dates of above subject work tendered vide

EXTENSION

above referred e-NIT(s) are extended as follows:

S.No Description Date and Time
1. Last Date of Bid Submission 26.07.2025 (13:00 hrs)
2. Date of Bid Opening 26.07.2025 (15:00 hrs)

All other Terms and Conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.

No: M&HDS/TS/ 2760-63
Dated:21.07.2025
DIPK-4063-25

DT: 22/07/2025

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

Mechanical & Hospitals Division,
Srinagar.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PWD (R&B)

MECHANICAL DIVISION NORTH KASHMIR BARAMULLA

Email: - xenmechrnbnorthzone@gmail.com
e-NIT No: R&B /MDNK/NIT/04 Dated: 19-072025

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir UT, e-tenders, valid for 120 days, are invited from reputed Firms registered
with J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments having sufficient experience in the field of Fire Fighting Works as detailed

in the NIT for below mentioned work:

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.0.Q), terms and conditions of
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website http://jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule:

1. |Date of Issue of Tender Notice 19-07-2025

2. |Period of downloading of bidding documents 19-07-2025 (1800 Hrs) to 09-08-2025 (1800 Hrs)

3. |Date & Time of pre-bid meeting. 22-07-2025 (1130Hrs)

4. |Bid submission Start Date & Time 23-07-2025 from 1000 Hrs

5. |Bid Submission End Date & Time 09-08-2025 upto 1800 Hrs

6. |Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 1_1-_0_8-2025 onor aft_er 1400 Hrs. in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Mechanical

Division North Kashmir Baramulla,

Executive Engineer,

DIPK-4070-25 PWD(R&B) Mechanical

DT:22/07/2025

Division North Kashmir Baramulla
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India seek injury-time fightback at the other Old Trafford
7

AGENCIES

nything can happen. It

is the central allure of

sport. And this series
keeps going out of its way to
highlight it. There have been
mountains of runs, mid-pitch
feuds, men standing tall, men
breaking down, history cre-
ated left, right and centre, and
heartbreak to last lifetimes.
Manchester would do well to
stock up on tissues and saw off
everything but the edge of the
couch. India will look back at
so many moments. The run-
out that needn't have been. The
backfoot defence that wasn't
quite. Small things. And now
that they've had a little time
to digest how big their impact
was at Lord's, there may be
an understanding that being
1-2 down is a reality waiting
to be reshaped. It is perhaps
why they are pressing Jasprit
Bumrah back into action. He's
known to have sweet-talked des-
tiny before.

England have someone like
that too and he's had his four
days' bed rest. Ben Stokes
ran himself into the ground
last week. Watching him, his
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team-mates did the same. Jofra
Archer didn't care that he'd
only bowled 18 overs in first-
class cricket in four years of

Test-match exile. He was ready
to go from 0 to 90mph. Shoaib
Bashir didn't let minor details
like a broken left hand keep him

from answering his captain's
call. He was happy to bowl Eng-
land to victory.

Both these teams had much

S

easier paths to victory open to
them. Their flaws came in the
way. Neither team is willing
to let that define them. That's

Y

why they are so good to watch.
They aren't perfect. But they
are determined. With the series
on the line and injuries forcing

them to dig even deeper, there is
every chance another spectacle
awaits us at Old Trafford. Any-
thing can happen. It is the cen-
tral allure of sport. Because the
people who are part of it just
never give up.

Zak Crawley has hit a bit of
an introspective phase in his
career. The man who began an
Ashes series by smacking its
first ball for four is starting to
appreciate a new way of doing
things. His 128 runs in this
series have come off 261 balls.
He isn't used to playing like this
but fortifying their defence is an
important pursuit for a batter
in this format. How does Craw-
ley balance that growth with
the pressure that is building on
him from the outside? He played
a significant part in England
chasing down 371 in the first
Test but right now his batting
average for the series sits below
even that of the bowler his team
brings on as first change.

Rollercoasters ain't got
nothin' on Rishabh Pant. The
best of him at Headingly wasn't
enough to win the game for
India. One well-meaning mis-
take in the first innings became
a huge turning point at Lord's.
He tried to make up for it in the
second innings - even though
his left hand was injured - but
the pain was clearly too much.

He struggled to keep hold of the
bat, and this time it wasn't the
slightest bit funny. An eight-
day gap between matches has
allowed him to heal, which
brings us squarely to the ques-
tion: what's in store for Pant at
0ld Trafford (besides taking
penalties with Manchester
United)?

England have already
announced their XI with left-
arm spinner Liam Dawson
returning to Test cricket after
an eight-year gap to take over as
lead spinner from Bashir, who
has been ruled out of the series.

England: 1 Zak Crawley,
2 Ben Duckett, 3 Ollie Pope, 4
Joe Root, 5 Harry Brook, 6 Ben
Stokes (capt), 7 Jamie Smith
(wk), 8 Liam Dawson, 9 Chris
Woakes, 10 Brydon Carse, 11
Jofra Archer.

Nitish Kumar Reddy and
Akash Deep are injured and
will not be playing a part in this
game. That opens up space for
a potential recall for B Sai Sud-
harsan, and either a surprise
debut for Anshul Kamboj, who
picked up all 10 wickets in a
Ranji trophy match last year,
or arecall for Prasidh Krishna.
There may also be consider-
ation given to Shardul Thakur
stepping in for Washington
Sundar if the pitch is more
seam-friendly. -(ESPNCRICINFO)

Bangladesh clinch historic T20I series

Zim Tri-series: Bowlers, Seifert help New
Zealand hand Proteas 7-wkt lesson ahead of final

win over Pakistan

IANS

DHAKA: Bangladesh
secured their maiden T201
series with a dramatic win
over Pakistan, edging out
the visitors by eight runs
in a tense second match
at a packed Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Dhaka
on Tuesday. The hosts,
buoyed by a composed
bowling display and a late
batting charge, now hold
an unassailable 2-0 lead in
the three-match series.

Defending 134, Bangla-
desh’s pacers — Shoriful
Islam, Mustafizur Rahman,
and Tanzim Hasan Sakib —
rose to the occasion with
a disciplined bowling per-
formance that rocked Paki-
stan’s top order. The visi-
tors crumbled to a shock-
ing 15/5 - their lowest score
after losing five wickets in
a T20I - within the first five
overs.

Shoriful, playing in
place of Taskin Ahmed,
was particularly lethal,
dismissing Mohammad
Haris and Fakhar Zaman
early. Tanzim’s double
strike in the fifth over fur-
ther derailed the chase as
he removed both Nawazs —

Hasan and Mohammad -in
consecutive deliveries.
With Pakistan in disar-
ray at 47/7, Faheem Ashraf
waged a lone battle. The
all-rounder launched a
brave counter-attack, blast-
ing amaiden T20I half-cen-
tury, including three sixes
and four boundaries. His
41-run ninth-wicket stand
with Abbas Afridi briefly
reignited Pakistan’s hopes.
Ashraf’s onslaught -
including a 20-run over off
Rishad Hossain — brought
the equation down to 13
needed from the final over.
But Mustafizur struck
back, dismissing debutant

in Dhaka

Ahmed Daniyal and seal-
ing the thrilling win with
three balls to spare.

Earlier, after electing to
bat, Bangladesh were in
deep trouble at 28/4, cour-
tesy of sharp spells from
Pakistan’s rookies. Salman
Mirza and Ahmed Daniyal
rattled the top order, with
Daniyal removing danger-
ous hitters like Parvez Hos-
sain Emon and Shamim
Hossain.

It was Jaker Ali Anik,
however, who turned the
innings around. The wick-
etkeeper-batter struck a
gutsy 55, launching five
sixes in a late blitz that

hriller

revived the innings. His
53-run stand with Mahedi
Hasan Miraz (33 off 25) pro-
vided the platform, before
he exploded in the death
overs to lift Bangladesh
to 133 all out - a total that
proved just enough.

This landmark victory
marks Bangladesh's first-
ever T20I series win over
Pakistan, proving a major
confidence boost for a side
that has endured inconsis-
tent form in the format. For
Pakistan, the loss exposes
continued fragility in the
batting department, par-
ticularly at the top, with
major questions now loom-
ing ahead of the final match.

The two sides meet again
on Wednesday, July 24, for
the third and final T20I,
with Bangladesh eyeing a
clean sweep and Pakistan
desperate to salvage pride.

Brief scores:

Bangladesh 133 all out
in 20 overs (Jaker Ali 55,
Mahedi Hasan 33; Salman
Mirza 2/17, Ahmed Daniyal
2/23) beat Pakistan 125 all
out in 19.2 overs (Faheem
Ashraf 51, Abbas Afridi
19; Shoriful Islam 3/17,
Tanzim Hasan 2/23) by
eight runs.
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i HARARE: New Zealand's mﬂh o
i bowling brigade of Mitch- == ;(@m;

i ell Santner, Adam Milne
i and Jacob Duffy claimed

i New Zealand restrict South
i Africa to 134/8 in their 20
i overs, thanks mainly to
. Reeza Hendricks, who

scored 41 from 37 balls.
Seifert anchored the

{ calm and comfortable
 run-chase with 66 not out
. from 48 balls as New Zea-
{ land stormed to 135/3 in

15.5 overs and romped to

. a seven-wicket victory in
what was a dress rehearsal
i of the final between these
. two teams.

As the match result did

not matter much for the
i two sides, who had already
i qualified for the T20 Tri-

series final to be played on
Saturday, the two sides had
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ample chances to experi-
ment with playing XIs and
the use of bowlers.

Though both teams used
the opportunity, South
Africa experimented with
a spin-heavy bowling unit,
but it did not quite come
off and left them with-
out enough fast-bowling
resources to exploit the
conditions.

Asked to bat first, South
Africa landed in trouble
soon as skipper Rassie
van der Dussen (14) was
bowled, making room to hit
out at Adam Milne. From
13/1 it became 79/5 as
Rubin Hermann (10), who
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i bwe T20I Tri-series match = "“lw ol
i here on Tuesday. ; e G
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was run out to a brilliant
piece of fielding by Mark
Chapman, Dewald Brevis
(13), keeper Lhuan-dre Pre-
torius (1), who was pushed
down to No.5 to strength-
en the middle-order, and
Andile Simelane (11) all
fell cheaply.

Opener Reeza Hendricks
continued to hold the fort
at the other end, making
41 off 27 balls, hitting four
boundaries and one six as
he helped the Proteas cross
into three figures with
George Linde (23 not out).
Reeza and Gerald Coetzee
(0) fell on the same score
as South Africa slumped

to 109/7 with three more
overs to go. They eventu-
ally ended up with a below-
par score of 134/8 as Duffy,
Milne, and Santner shared
six wickets between them.

New Zealand's chase got
off to a strong start, and
they raised the best pow-
er-play score of 55/1 after
losing Devon Conway (19)
with the score reading 51.
Though Rachin Ravindra
(3) joined him in the dugout
soon, Seifert kept the fire
burning with a superb
48-ball 66.

Though Mark Chapman
could contribute only 10
runs before he was out to
make it 84/3, Seifert and
Daryl Mitchell (20 not
out) raised 51 runs for the
unfinished fourth wicket
stand to ensure New Zea-
land win the match with
a lot left in the tank and
go into Saturday's final in
bullish mood.

Brief scores:

South Africa 134/8 in
20 overs (Reeza Hendricks
41; Mitchell Santner 2-26,
Adam Milne 2-21, Jacob
Duffy 2-33) lost to New Zea-
land 135 in 15.5 overs (Tim
Seifert 66 not out; Senuran
Muthusamy 2-24) by seven
wickets.
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