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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

        CMYK                CMYK        

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Srinagar   Tuesday 22, July  2025 Vol: 16 Issue No: 167 Pages: 08 Price:  1/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication The news of the death of a 5-year-old child due to 

rockslide which crashed into Primary School, Kalsian, 
Poonch is heart-rending. May God give strength to the 
bereaved parents to bear this shock. I pray for the speedy 
recovery of other children injured in this incident.

Jagdeep Dhankhar 
Resigns As Vice 
President

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEWS DELHI: Vice 
President  Ja gdee p 
Dhankhar on Monday 
resigned from his post, 
citing health reasons.

In his resignation 
to President Droupadi 
Murmu, he said: “To pri-
oritise health care and 
abide by medical advice, I 
hereby resign as the Vice 
President of  India, effec-
tive immediately, in accor-
dance with Article 67(a) of  
the Constitution.”

Dhankhar said it has 
been a privilege and satis-
faction to witness and par-
take in India’s remarkable 
economic progress and 
unprecedented exponen-
tial development during 
this significant period. 
Serving in this transfor-
mative era of  our nation’s 
history has been a true 
honour, he added.

Further, he said, “I 
extend my deepest grati-
tude to Your Excellency – 
the Hon’ble President of  
India for her P-06

People, History Will 
Judge What Changed 
In 5-Years: LG Sinha

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Asserting that 
people and history will judge 
what has changed in five 
years compared to what used 
to happen earlier, Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha has 
said that J&K has broken 
away from its troubled past 
and is embracing a brighter, 
secure, and development-
driven future.

In an interview to a 
national news channel, 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha,  reflected on the 
transformational journey of  
Jammu and Kashmir over 
the past five years since he 
took office on August 7, 2020. 
“Peace, prosperity, and a peo-
ple-centric approach formed 
the bedrock of  my adminis-

tration,” he said.
“Stone pelting and hartals 

are now history. Schools, col-
leges, and businesses func-
tion without disruption, and 
nightlife has made a come-
back,” LG Sinha stated, 
underlining the normaliza-
tion of  daily life in the Union 
Territory. “J&K’s economy 
has doubled in the past five 
years,” he added, signaling 
significant economic revival.

Acknowledging that 
development is an ongoing 
process, the LG said, “People 
and history will judge what 
has changed in five years 
compared to what used to 
happen earlier.”

On support for victims of  
terrorism, LG Sinha recount-
ed emotional encounters 
with terror-affected P-06

World Witnessed India’s Military 
Might In ‘Op Sindoor’: PM Modi

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said Monday 
that world witnessed India’s 
military might during Opera-
tion Sindoor – country’s preci-
sion strikes on terror camps in 
Pakistan and Pakistan Occu-
pied Kashmir (POK) in the 
aftermath of  Pahalgam terror 
attack that killed 26 people, 
mostly tourists, on April 22.

The Pahalgam attack on 
April 22 in Jammu and Kash-
mir claimed 26 lives, while the 
June 12 crash of  the Air India 
flight resulted in 260 fatalities. 
Lawmakers stood in silence 
to honour the victims before 
taking up the session’s agenda.

Earlier in the day, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
addressed the media, describ-
ing the Monsoon Session as a 
“celebration of  victory,” citing 
the success of  Operation Sin-
door.

He said the mission car-
ried out by Indian defence 
forces, achieved its goals 
within 22 minutes, targeting 
and destroying structures 
linked to terror masterminds. 
He added that this operation 

has drawn global attention to 
India's military capability and 
the strength of  its domestic 
defence sector.

“When the Parliament 
speaks in one voice during this 
session, it will support military 
morale, encourage citizens, 
and contribute to progress in 
defence research, innovation, 
and manufacturing,” he added.

Prime Minister said the 
world witnessed India's mili-
tary strength during Operation 

Sindoor following the April 22 
attack in Pahalgam that left 
26 people dead, most of  them 
tourists.

PM Modi said the Indian 
Army achieved its target under 
Operation Sindoor, in which 
the houses of  those behind 
terrorism were demolished 
within 22 minutes.

He added that this operation 
has drawn global attention to 
India's military capability and 
the strength of  its domestic 

defence sector.
"When the Parliament 

speaks in one voice during this 
session, it will support military 
morale, encourage citizens, 
and contribute to progress in 
defence research, innovation, 
and manufacturing," he added.

He also said that security 
forces are making steady prog-
ress in eliminating Maoists 
and Naxalites and that several 
previously affected districts 
are now free from P-06

“WE ARE WILLING AND READY TO TALK ABOUT IT. THERE SHOULD BE NO PERCEPTION 
that we are avoiding a debate,” Nadda said, adding that the scale and execution of the operation under Prime Minister 
Modi’s leadership was unprecedented. “This kind of mission has never been carried out before. We will share every detail,” 

J&K Receives Fresh 
Rainfall, MeT Predicts More

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received fresh 
rainfall on Monday 
with the weather-
man here predict-
ing more rains till 
July 23 across 
the region.

A three-day 
wet spell was 
predicted from 
July 21 to 23 as 
the Meteoro-
logical depart-
ment (MeT) here 
had issued yellow a n d 
orange alerts for the region.

The temperature settled 
above normal today with Sri-
nagar, the summer capital of  
Jammu and Kashmir, record-
ing a maximum temperature 
of  34.9 degrees.

As per the data, the mer-
cury in Qazigund, a gate-

way of  Kashmir, recorded 
a maximum temperature of  
29.0 degrees while Pahalgam 
recorded 28.0 degrees.

I n Kupwara, the mer-
cury settled at 
35.3 degrees 
followed by 
30.8 degrees 
in Kokernag 
while Gulmarg, 
a famous ski-
resort, record-
ed a maximum 
temperature of  
23.5 degrees.

Jammu divi-
sion, however, 

recorded the below normal 
temperature today with 
several areas recording the 
heavy rainfall.

As per the data, Katra 
has recorded the highest 
precipitation in the last 24 
hours. 184.2mm rainfall was 
recorded at Katra P-06

Drug-Free J&K Imperative For Well-Being 
Of Future Generations: Sakeena Itoo
Addresses Day Long Seminar On ‘Drug-Free Kashmir’ At GCOE Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for Health 
and Medical Education, Social 
Welfare and Education Sakeena 
Itoo Monday emphasized that 
a constant and collective effort 
from community stakeholders, 
religious leaders, government 
officials, law enforcement agen-
cies and citizens is crucial to 
combat the growing menace of  
drug abuse in the society.

The Minister made these 
remarks while addressing a 
day long seminar on Drug-
Free Kashmir (A practical step 
towards Drug-Free society) at 
Government College of  Edu-
cation (GCOE), MA Road here 
today.

In her keynote address, 
Sakeena emphasized the urgent 
need for a unified front against 
substance abuse, stressing that 
every individual in society has a 

crucial role to play in eliminat-
ing this threat.

Highlighting the disturbing 
rise of  drug addiction among 
youth, the Minister P-06

CS Holds Maiden Review 

Of Implementation Of 

JKCIP Across J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, Monday 
chaired a comprehen-
sive review meeting 
regarding imple-
mentation of  the 
Competitiveness 
Improvement of  
Agriculture and 
Allied Sectors Proj-
ect in J&K (JKCIP).

The meeting, organ-
ised by the Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, was 
attended by Principal Sec-
retary, APD; VC, SKUAST, 
Jammu; MD, J&K Bank; MD, 
HADP; Deputy Commission-
ers; HoDs of  Agriculture 
Departments; representa-
tives from SKUAST, Kashmir 
and other concerned officers.

The meeting focused 

on the project's progress, 
annual work plan, finan-
cial mechanisms and future 
strategies to enhance the 

competitiveness and 
climate resilience of  

farmers across the 
UT.

During the 
review meeting, 
the Chief  Secre-

tary appreciated 
the project design 

and called for its effec-
tive implementation while 
meeting all the targets set for 
the ensuing financial year. 
He called upon the Bank 
authorities to integrate the 
bank processes with that of  
the JKCIP portal. He also 
asked them to create a loan 
product for making this pro-
gramme a success.

The Chief  P-06

7.66 Cr Tourists Visited J&K 

From 2020-24: Centre Tells LS
OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: The Centre on 
Monday informed the Lok 
Sabha that a total of  7.65 crore 
domestic visitors and 1.47 lakh 
foreigners have visited Jammu 
and Kashmir in the five years 
till 2024.

According to details 
obtained, a total of  76,685,482 
tourists have visited Jammu 
and Kashmir from 2020 to 2024. 
The data reveals that 147,741 
among them are foreign tour-
ists and 76,537,741 domestic 
visitors.

Replying to a question, the 
Minister for Tourism, Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat, said 
that in 2020, a total of  25,19,524 
domestic visitors and 5,317 for-
eign tourists visited J&K, while 
in 2021, a total of  1,13,14,920 
domestic and 1,650 foreign 
tourists visited the region.

According to the data, an 
annual growth of  349.09 per 
cent was recorded in domes-
tic tourist arrivals in 2021 

"1,84,99,332 domestic visitors 
and 19,985 foreigners visited 
J&K in 2022, while in 2023, the 
total footfall of  domestic visi-
tors was recorded at 2,06,79,336 
and foreign arrivals at 55,337," 
it added.

In 2024, a total of  2,35,24,629 
domestic visitors and 65,452 
foreigners visited Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The reply, a copy of  which 
lies with KNO, reads that the 
Ministry of  Tourism, under 
the Swadesh Darshan Scheme, 

sanctioned a total of  six (6) 
projects in the year 2016-17 for 
the Union Territory of  Jammu 
and Kashmir, with a total sanc-
tioned cost of  Rs 519.58 crore.

All these projects have since 
been physically completed, it 
reads. The projects include 
Development of  Jammu-Sri-
nagar-Pahalgam-Bhagwati 
Nagar-Anantnag-Salamabad 
Uri-Kargil-Leh, Development 
of  Tourist Facilities at Jammu-
Rajouri-Shopian-Pulwama, 
Development of  P-06

...Tally Crosses 3.21 Lakh Mark 

Amarnath Yatr: 17,000 

Perform Darshan 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The annual 
Amarnath Yatra continued on 
Monday with over 17,000 pil-
grims paying obeisance at the 
holy cave shrine nestled in the 
Himalayas of  South Kashmir.

With this, the cumulative 
figure of  devotees, who have 
undertaken the pilgrimage 
since its commencement on 
July 3, has crossed 3.21 lakh, 
officials said.

Officials said that a total 
of  17,016 pilgrims performed 
darshan at the sacred cave on 
Monday.

Among them were 12,757 
men, 3,270 women, 150 chil-
dren, 158 sadhus, 9 sadhvis, 3 
transgender persons and 669 
security personnel.

While the footfall at the 
shrine remained good, the 

number of  pilgrims depart-
ing from Jammu—the start-
ing point for most yatris—has 
shown a consistent downward 
trend over the past few days.

From 7,908 pilgrims on 
July 18, the number dropped 
to 6,365 on July 19, 4,388 on 
July 20, and 3,791 on July 21 
— the lowest daily departure 
figure recorded so far during 
this year’s yatra.

Despite the decline, offi-
cials said that the pilgrimage 
is progressing smoothly and 
peacefully, with robust secu-
rity and logistical arrange-
ments in place across all tran-
sit and base locations.

On Monday morning, a 
fresh batch of  3,791 pilgrims 
left from the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp in Jammu under 
tight security cover for the 
twin base camps of  P-06

Cold Storage Units Prove 

Boon For Plum Growers
JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: After trans-
forming Kashmir’s apple 
trade along with cherry, cold 
storage units are now turn-
ing into a lifeline for 
plum growers in 
the Valley.

Traditionally 
constrained by 
the perishabil-
ity of  their pro-
duce, farmers are 
now tapping into 
markets across India, 
thanks to the rapidly grow-
ing cold chain infrastructure.

Farmers from different 
parts of  Kashmir said that 
fruits like plums used to be 
sold under pressure due to 
their limited shelf  life, often 
just 2 to 5 days without refrig-
eration. This resulted in sig-
nificant post-harvest losses 
and forced distress sales at 
throwaway prices.

“Earlier, we had to dis-
pose of  plums within a 
couple of  days, sometimes 
at very low rates. But this 
year, cold storage has been 
a game-changer," said Javid 
Ahmad, a plum grower from 
Shopian. “We have been able 

to store our fruit longer and 
supply it gradually to mar-
kets like Delhi, Mumbai and 
even Bengaluru. Most of  my 
produce is sold already, and 

the rest is safely 
stored.”

“For the first 
time, I stored my 
plums in cold 
storage.  The 
returns have 
improved and we 

are seeing mini-
mal wastage,” said 

Mohammad Ashraf, a 
plum grower.

Growers said that rates 
are almost double as com-
pared to last year and cold 
storage units are helping to 
send produce to markets as 
per demand.

Officials said that the 
move is part of  a broader 
strategy to enhance Kash-
mir’s fruit supply chain. 
“Short shelf  life has been the 
biggest hurdle for growers of  
soft fruits like cherries and 
plums. Cold storage helps 
overcome that and opens up 
new market opportunities,” 
said an official of  the horti-
culture department.

Earlier, plums P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DIRECTORATE OF HORTICULTURE, KASHMIR
RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR, OPPOSITE PRESENTATION CONVENT SCHOOL -190008

      TELEFAX: 01943100919/01943100920 website: http://hortikashmir.gov.in
E-Procurement Notice for Hiring of Consultancy services for Apple Crop Expansion Study in J&K.

e-NIT No.: - 66 of 2025 Date: 17-07-2025
(Tender ID: 2025_HPD_281696_1)

For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, Director Horticulture, Kashmir invites e-Tenders in two 
cover bid system (Technical bid-1 and Financial bid-2) for hiring of Consultancy services for Apple Crop Expansion Study in J&K within estimated 
cost of Rs.17.43 Lacs.
The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), set of terms and 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the e-procurement website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of 
dates given below.

Date of issue of Tender Notice 17/07/2025
Bid submission start date 21/07/2025
Pre bid meeting 23/07/2025
Bid submission end date 06/08/2025
Date and time of opening of technical bids (online) 08/08/2025

Instructions for bidders regarding e-tendering process:
1. Bidders are advised to download bids submission manual from the “Downloads option as well as from Bidders Manual kit” on the 

website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint themselves with bid submission process.
2. To participate in bidding process, bidder has to get a Digital Signature Certificate (DSC), as per Information Technology ACT-2000. 

Bidders can get Digital Certificate from an approved vendor.
3. The bidder has to submit their bids online in electronic format with the Digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
4. Bids will be opened online as per the schedule mentioned above.
5. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the technical bid.
6. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason.

Price of bidding document  (non-refundable)  
Inclusive of all taxes

Rs. 500/- as cost of the tender document shall be furnished in shape of e-challan or simply 
uploading a copy of necessary treasury challan/receipt.

Place of opening of bids (online) Directorate of Horticulture, Kashmir Rajbagh, Srinagar 

Address of Communications CHAIRMAN PURCHASE COMMITTEE Directorate of Horticulture, Kashmir Rajbagh, Srinagar  
E-mail- kashmirhorticulture@gmail.com

Sd/
(VIKAS ANAND)

DIPK-4005-25  DIRECTOR 
DT: 21/07/2025 HORTICULTURE KASHMIR

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office Of the AssistAnt DirectOr 
tOurism, GulmArG 

Email: gulmargtourism@gniail.com | Telefax: 01954-294439/87

Subject: Notice regarding Ineligible Registrations under J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act.

NOTICE
Whereas, a preliminary scrutiny conducted by this office has identified a list of individuals whose registrations under the J&K Registra-
tion of Tourist Trade Act have been found to be ineligible for one or more of the following reasons:
• Non-renewal of registration within the prescribed time under the Act,
• Being in Government employment,
• Or any other grounds which render the registration ineligible under the provisions of the Act.
Whereas, in view of ensuring legal compliance and streamlining the process of registration, this office deems it necessary to issue an 
opportunity to such stakeholders to submit any valid claims or objections against their ineligibility.
Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred under the J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act, it is hereby notified for the information 
of the concerned individuals (or their legal heirs/representatives] that they may submit valid objections or claims with documentary 
evidence in support thereof within 30 (thirty) days from the date of publication of this notice.
Failure to respond within the stipulated period shall result in cancellation of the said registrations without any further notice, and no 
claims shall be entertained thereafter.
No: - Reg/383/Adtg/517  Assistant Director of Tourism 
Dated:-19/07/2025  (Prescribed Authority) 
 Baramulla/Bandipora/Kupwara

Activity/Service of Tourist Guide
Registration under Tourist Trade Act,1978/ 1982/2011 

Total Registration with the office of Assistant Director Tourism, Gulmarg.
S.No Name Parentage Residence Regd No. Renewal Date

1 Nissar Ahmad lone Wali Mohd lone Budipora Tangmarg Dandy 38 2024
2 Ab Ahad Dar Ab Aziz Dar Watalpora Tangmarg DL 147 2022

DIPK-4031-25  Assistant Director Tourism 
DT: 21/07/2025 Gulmarg

37th NCORD meeting 
held at Budgam
Wild Cannabis on 41 kanals destroyed, 11 PIT-NDPS cases registered

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The 37th dis-
trict-level NCORD (Narco 
Coordination) meeting was 
held Monday in the dis-
trict under the chairman-
ship of  Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Budgam, Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat to 
review the ongoing efforts 
against drug abuse and to 
formulate the future strate-
gy for a drug-free Budgam.

The meeting reviewed 
the action taken by vari-
ous departments on previ-
ous NCORD decisions and 
chalked out a roadmap to 
intensify efforts against 
narcotic cultivation, traf-
ficking, and consumption.

At the outset, DC took 
a comprehensive review 
from all departments 
regarding steps taken to 
combat the illicit traf-
ficking and consumption 
of  narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances. 
He emphasized that drug 
abuse is not only an indi-
vidual problem but a seri-
ous societal issue affecting 
families and communities 
at large.

He stressed the need to 
address the issue through 
a multi-dimensional 
approach, involving deter-
rence, treatment, enforce-
ment, and awareness.

The chair was informed 
that 41 kanals of  wild can-
nabis have been destroyed 
in areas of  Chadoora and 

Magam.
DC reiterated the com-

mitment of  the district 
administration to create 
a drug-free environment 
and said that all neces-
sary steps will be taken to 
achieve this goal.

He underscored that 
cooperation, coordina-
tion, and collaboration are 
vital to contain drug ped-
dling and break the supply 
chain, alongside taking 
strict punitive action 
against the culprits.

On the occasion, DC 
directed Assistant Drug 
Controller to get CBS and 
CCTV cameras installed 
in all drug stores and 
ensure 100% saturation. 
Stronger coordination 
between Revenue and 
Police departments at 
the sub-division level 
was instructed for better 
deterrence, especially for 

destruction of  poppy and 
cannabis cultivation. Reg-
ular lodging of  FIRs was 
also directed whenever 
poppy or cannabis culti-
vation is destroyed in the 
district.

Besides, he instructed 
that proactive aware-
ness campaigns must be 
launched across schools, 
colleges, markets, and 
busy public places, promot-
ing healthy activities and 
hobbies to discourage drug 
abuse.

DC directed all SDMs to 
convene meetings with reli-
gious scholars and other 
stakeholders at tehsil and 
sub-division levels, encour-
aging them to speak against 
drug abuse during Friday 
sermons. SDMs were fur-
ther directed to constitute 
a committee for declaring 
Nasha-Mukt panchayats at 
sub-divisional level.

Rural development 
department was tasked 
to organize Gram Sabhas 
dedicated to raising aware-
ness on drug abuse at the 
village level.

CMO Budgam was 
instructed to ensure 
round-the-clock availabil-
ity of  medical facilities at 
the ATF Centre in District 
Hospital Budgam.

DC directed District 
Social Welfare Officer 
(DSWO) to conduct mega 
awareness drives at des-
ignated hotspots across 
the district and to upload 
photographs and reports of  
IEC activities on the desig-
nated portal.

During the meeting, ASP 
Budgam briefed the chair 
about current enforce-
ment actions, stating that 
35 NDPS cases and 11 PIT-
NDPS detentions have been 
made so far.

DC said the district 
administration is commit-
ted towards a zero-toler-
ance policy and called for 
collective resolve to make 
Budgam a healthier and 
drug-free district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADC Budgam, ASP 
Budgam, CMO, CEO, SDM 
Khansahib, SDM Chadoo-
ra, Assistant Drug Control 
Officer, Principals of  all 
Government Degree Col-
leges, Executive Officers 
of  all Municipal Commit-
tees, and other concerned 
stakeholders.

3 day training for IA cum SPT under 

NQAS begins at IMPA Srinagar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A three-day 
training programme for 
Internal Assessors-cum-
Service Providers (IA cum 
SPT) under the National 
Quality Assurance Stan-
dards (NQAS) commenced 
Monday at the Institute 
of  Management & Public 
Administration (IMPA), 
Srinagar.

The training will con-
tinue until July 23, 2025, 
and is being conducted by 
the National Health Mis-
sion (NHM), J&K, in part-
nership with the National 
Health Systems Resource 
Centre (NHSRC), Ministry 
of  Health & Family Wel-
fare, Government of  India.

The inaugural session 
was inaugurated by Baseer 
ul Haq Chaudhary, Mis-
sion Director, NHM J&K, 
in presence of  Dr. Bakshi 
Jehangir, Director Health 
Services Kashmir.

Dr. Vineeta Dhankhar, 
Consultant, Quality Pro-
motion and Standards 
(QPS) Division, NHSRC, 
MoH&FW is the chief  
resource person for the 
training.

The inaugural session 
was also attended by senior 
officials from the Director-
ate of  Health Services and 
the National Health Mis-
sion, J&K.

On the occasion, Mis-
sion Director, NHM, J&K 
commended the dedication 
of  the district and block 
teams towards achieving 
high-quality standards in 
public health facilities. He 
underscored the critical 
importance of  maintaining 
and enhancing the qual-
ity of  healthcare services 
being offered to the people.

This capacity-building 
programme has been 
designed to equip health-
care professionals with the 

necessary skills to conduct 
internal assessments and 
improve service delivery 
standards across J&K’s 
health institutions.

Participants included 
Chief  Medical Officers 
(CMOs), Block Medical 
Officers (BMOs), Medi-
cal Officers (MOs) and 
Programme Management 
Staff  from every district 
and block in the Kashmir 
Division

All the participants will 
undergo a post-training 
evaluation and the suc-
cessful candidates will be 
awarded the Certificate of  
Internal Assessor.

Certified assessors will 
drive quality monitoring 

and service enhancement 
across their respective 
districts. Their work will 
advance the Government 
of  India’s aim to strength-
en the public health system 
and achieve quality certi-
fication for public health 
facilities.

This training under-
scores the steadfast com-
mitment of  the National 
Health Mission and the 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation Department, Gov-
ernment of  J&K, towards 
institutionalizing quality 
assurance and ensuring 
continuous improvements 
in healthcare delivery 
throughout the Union 
Territory.

Literacy camps on PFMS and 
Financial Management held 
at Kupwara

Nash Mukt abhiyaN

Budgam schools host IEC 
campaigns to raise awareness 
against drug abuse

Inter-zonal district level 
competitions conclude at 
Indoor Stadium Khawaja Bagh

DC reviews measures for 
smooth traffic flow in Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: As part of  
the ongoing Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan, impact-
ful Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication 
(IEC) campaigns were 
Monday conducted at GMS 
Check Kawoosa, Govern-
ment High School NS Pora 
and Government High 
School Narkara in district 
Budgam.

The events aimed to sen-
sitise students and local 
communities about the 
harmful effects of  drug 
abuse and to promote a 
healthy, addiction-free life-
style among youth.

Students, teachers, 
civil society members, 
and officials from line 
departments including 
Health, Education, Social 
Welfare, and the Munici-
pal Committees enthusi-
astically participated in 
the event.

The key components of  
these campaigns included 
awareness sessions on 
the psychological, social 
and health-related con-
sequences of  substance 
abuse and anti-drug 
pledge ceremonies led by 
school faculty and admin-
istration, where students 
and participants reaf-
firmed their commitment 
to a drug-free society.

Besides these, rallies 
and street awareness 

marches involving stu-
dents and youth volunteers 
to spread the message in 
surrounding areas, door-
to-door outreach by health 
workers and volunteers in 
nearby localities to ensure 
grassroots awareness and 
engagement, Interactive 
activities like group dis-
cussions, quizzes, and the 
distribution of  IEC mate-
rial to make the sessions 
informative and participa-
tory were also held.

Speakers at the events 
highlighted the growing 
challenge of  drug abuse, 
particularly among the 
younger population, and 
underlined the importance 
of  early intervention, 
awareness, and collective 
action. The availability of  
rehabilitation, de-addic-
tion, and counselling ser-
vices was also shared with 
the attendees.

The initiative sought not 
only to inform but also to 
inspire students to take up 
the mantle of  peer educa-
tors and advocates for a 
drug-free society within 
their schools and commu-
nities.

Distr ict  Budg am 
remains committed to 
continuing such awareness 
programmes to ensure 
sustained efforts toward 
achieving the vision of  
a Nasha Mukt Budgam, 
Nasha Mukt J&K, and 
Nasha Mukt Bharat.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Youth Ser-
vices and Sports, district 
Baramulla, successfully 
concluded the Inter-zonal 
district level Kabaddi com-
petition for Under 14 and 
Under 17 boys at the Indoor 
Stadium Khawaja Bagh, 
Baramulla.

The event witnessed 
thrilling contests and high 
sportsmanship among 
young athletes from vari-
ous zones.

In the Under 14 catego-
ry, the final clash was held 
between zone Sopore and 
zone Dangerpora, where 
zone Sopore emerged vic-
torious with an impressive 
performance.

In the Under 17 cate-

gory, the tables turned as 
zone Dangerpora took on 
zone Sopore and claimed 
the title with remarkable 
grit and determination.

District Youth Services 
and Sports Officer (DYSSO) 
Baramulla, lauded the 
spirit of  the players and 
the efforts of  the officials 
for conducting the compe-
tition smoothly.

He felicitated the win-
ners and runners-up of  
both categories with appre-
ciation certificates and 
trophies, encouraging the 
youth to remain dedicated 
and disciplined in sports.

The Kabaddi action con-
tinues tomorrow with the 
Under 19 boys’ competi-
tion, scheduled to be held 
at the same venue.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
MAGISTRATE, BEERWAH

LEGAL HEIR NOTICE
This is to inform all concerned that Late Misra Bano, wife of 
Ghulam Ahmad Qureshi, resident of Chanthan-Checkpora, 
tehsil Beerwah, expired on 08-03-2025 at her home.
We the undersigned, hereby declare ourselves as the legal 
heirs of the deceased.  Ghulam Ahmad Qureshi (Husband), 
Raja Mansoor Ahmad( Son) Yasmeena Qureshi (Daughter) 
and Zireena Qureshi (Daughter).
Any person (if) having any claims, objections or dues against 
the estate or property of the deceased are hereby requested 
to file the same at the Office of Executive Magistrate 
Beerwah, within 7 days of period from the date of publication 
of this notice. After passage of time no such claims shall be 
entertained.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan on 
Monday chaired a meeting 
of officers from Motor Vehi-
cle, Revenue and Municipal-
ity to discuss and finalise 
the measures and steps 
for smooth traffic flow in 
Kulgam town.

The meeting held 
threadbare discussion on 
various issues including 
management of  the traf-
fic system in the town and 
making it more convenient 
for commuters.

Requisite measures were 
discussed threadbare to 
overcome traffic jams and 
ensure better regulation of  
traffic. Creation of  parking 
zones near Ghanta Ghar 
and Shopain Adda besides 
making Laroo bus stand 
fully functional also came 
under discussion.

DC instructed ARTO, 
Traffic Police department 
and other concerned to 
work in close coordination 

and act tough against traffic 
rules violators, who cause 
a lot of  inconvenience to 
common people in the town.

Directions were passed to 
utilize the space near Poly-
technic College for Sumo ada 
while DH Pora Ada be used 
for car parking. DC directed 
the traffic authorities to des-
ignate proper pick and drop 
points for passengers in 
public buses in the town.

He directed the offi-
cers to conduct a massive 
enforcement drive against 
wrong parking and roadside 
encroachments in town.

DC also asked to relocate 
street vendors from heavy 
traffic junction points 
which hinder smooth traffic 
ply. He stressed concerned 
officers to take all required 
measures to decongest 
roads in town to ensure 
smooth flow of traffic.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ACR Reyaz Ahmad 
Shah, ARTO, Tehsildar 
Kulgam, DSP- traffic, EO 
Kulgam, and other traffic 
police officers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In a signifi-
cant step toward promot-
ing transparency and 
accountability in govern-
ment financial opera-
tions, Finance department 
Kupwara has initiated a 
Literacy camp on Public 
Financial Management 
System (PFMS) and related 
financial practices across 
the district at Auditorium 
Hall Employment office 
Kupwara.

The initiative is 
designed to enhance under-
standing of  key financial 
mechanisms among Draw-
ing and Disbursing Offi-
cers (DDOs) and dealing 
Assistants from different 
departments. It also aimed 
to build capacity in areas 
such as digital payments, 
real-time fund tracking, 
expenditure management, 
and procedural compli-
ance under PFMS, DLI, SLI 
and other schemes.

Addressing one of  the 
sessions, Chief  Accounts 
Officer Kupwara, (DFO) 
Kupwara, underscored 
the importance of  finan-
cial literacy in strength-
ening governance and 
ensuring efficient utiliza-
tion of  public funds. He 
emphasized the critical 
role of  PFMS in streamlin-
ing workflows, improving 
financial reporting, and 
supporting the effective 
implementation of  devel-
opment schemes.

During the sessions, 
a resource person from 
the Finance department, 
delivered comprehensive 
presentations on various 
PFMS modules, including 
timely fund utilization, 
reconciliation procedures, 
and adherence to financial 
guidelines. The workshops 
also featured interactive 
Q&A segments to resolve 
practical challenges faced 
by participants in day-to-
day operations.
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GOVERNMENT OF UT JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PCD 
(PHQ) J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR

INVITING E-TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No/EE-PCD/PHQ/44/205-26    Dated: - 18-07-2025

Expression of interest (EOI) for Consultancy service (Through e-procurement mode)
(TWO COVER SYSTEM)

For and on behalf of the President of India, Executive Engineer, Police Construction Division J&K Jammu/ Srinagar invites Expression of Interest 
(EOI) for selection of consultant for Architectural and allied Engineering Consultancy Services from Registered firms/Consultants/Agencies 
under Indian Partnership Act/Societies Registration Act or Registered Companies under Companies Act for the following work

S.NO Particular
Tender 

value (Rs. 
In Lacs)

Earnest 
Money
 (In Rs.)

Cost of 
Tender 

documents

Class of 
contract

1.

Design, Consultancy and preparation of detailed estimates, BOQ for Conceptual 
Architectural Designs for all the components, Soil Investigation Structural Designs 
for the Development of buildings and other related facilities including vetting of 
drawings from IIT/NIT/DIQC for the Construction of New building for P/S Chanap-
ora, Separate building for Police District Telecom HQ Handwara.THE ABOVE DRAW-
INGS SHALL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED AS Five (05) SETS OF HARD COPIES (03 Sets in 
A0 Size and 02 Sets in A3 Sizes) & ONE SET OF SOFT COPY OR MORE IF REQUIRED.

4.70 10000/- Rs. 1,000/-
Regd. 

Consultancy 
Firm

The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of Quantities set of terms and conditions of contract and other 
details can be viewed/downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule given below:
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 21/07/2025
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 21/07/2025 16.30P.M
3. Bid submission Start Date 22/07/2025 From 09.00 A.M
4. Bid Submission End Date 28/07/2025 upto 4.00 P.M

5. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online). 29/07/2025 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Ex.Engineer Police Construction 
Division Jammu/Srinagar.

6. Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online). To be notified after technical bid evaluation
1. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in. Bid documents contain qualifying criteria for 

bidder, specifications, bill of quantities, Conditions and other details.
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of e-challan throughTreasury indicating Treasury Voucher No. & 

date and also indicating the name of work duly crediting to 0055 MHA (Revenue) uploading a copy of treasury challan/receipt&in case 
of firms / agencies outside the UT of J&K the cost of tender shall be submitted in the shape of demand draft (DD) of any nationalized 
/ scheduled Bankpledged to Ex.Engineer Police Construction Division PHQ J&K Jammu/Srinagar.The original instruments in respect 
of cost of documents, performance security pledged to Ex. Engineer Police Construction Division Jammu/Srinagar and relevant 
documents of L1must be submitted to the Ex.Engineer Police Construction Division PHQ J&K Jammu/ Srinagarwithin 5 days after 
opening of price bid.

a. The guidelines for submission of bid online can be downloaded from the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in
3. The Department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reason.
4. The bidder must upload copy of cost of document for Rs1000/- as mentioned in the above e-NTT through e-challan/Treasury Challan 

indicating Treasury Voucher No. &Date and also indicating the e-NIT No. and name of work duly crediting to 0055-MH (Revenue)
favoringExecutive Engineer POLICE CONSTRUCTION DIVISION J&KJammu/Srinagar

No:-PCD/PHQ/2025-26/6441-47 Sd/-
Dated:-18-07-2025 Executive Engineer
 PCD PHQ J&K Jmu/Sgr.

DIPK-3995-25
DT: 21/07/2025

J&K, Ladakh get 
Rs 1,881 crore under 
education schemes: 
GoI informs 
Parliament

ABP vital for ensuring e-Governance at grassroots level: CS
Co-chairs review meet of its implementation with Secy DoT

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A crucial 
meeting regarding imple-
mentation of  the Amended 
BharatNet Program (ABP) 
in J&K was Monday co-
chaired by Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo and Secretary, 
Telecom, GoI, Neeraj Mittal.

The meeting under-
scored the commitment 
towards bridging the digi-
tal divide in rural India, 
where broadband penetra-
tion currently stands at a 
mere 2%, compared to 33% 
in urban areas.

The meeting was also 
attended by the Principal 
Secretary, PDD; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Forests; 
Secretary, IT; Secretary, 
Cooperatives; CGM, BSNL; 
Deputy Commissioners 
and SIO, NIC besides other 
concerned officers.

Terming the programme 
as significant for strength-
ening the digital gover-
nance at the grassroots, the 
Chief  Secretary said ABP 
will play a transformative 
role in extending high-
speed internet connectiv-
ity to blocks, tehsils and 
remote panchayats across 
the Union Territory. He 
assured full support from 

the UT administration to 
ensure time-bound imple-
mentation of  the project.

Dulloo emphasized 
that the project would 
significantly enhance the 
connectivity for govern-
ment institutions includ-
ing schools, hospitals 
and agriculture offices, 
enabling better delivery of  
public services and access 
to real-time information. 
This programme holds the 
potential to revolutionize 
the agriculture by deliver-
ing weather forecasts, crop 
advisories and other farm-
er-centric services directly 
to rural areas, he added.

Secretary Telecom, Dr 
Neeraj Mittal, underlined 
the importance of  optimal 
utilization, regular main-
tenance and enhancement 
of  the BharatNet infra-

structure to maximize its 
impact. He suggested that 
the UT may consider learn-
ing from best practices of  
states where ABP imple-
mentation has been highly 
successful.

He also outlined the 
inter-departmental coor-
dination required to facili-
tate the rollout, directing 
departments like IT, PDD 
and RDD to ensure neces-
sary support—ranging 
from logistical arrange-
ments and power supply to 
space for equipment.

Regarding the Pro-
gramme, the meeting was 
apprised that the Amend-
ed BharatNet is a flagship 
project designed to provide 
fast, reliable and affordable 
digital connectivity across 
the nation.

Key features of  the 

program included Optical 
Fiber Cable (OFC) con-
nectivity to all Gram Pan-
chayats (GPs), connectiv-
ity to non-GP villages on a 
demand basis ensuring net-
work. The programme also 
envisages uptime greater 
than 98% and 10-year Oper-
ation and Maintenance 
(O&M) commitment tar-
geting 1.5 crore broadband 
connections nationwide.

The Cabinet has 
approved the Amended 
BharatNet Program (ABP) 
with a total estimated cost 
of  Rs 1,39,579 crore through 
out the nation.

For J&K (including 
Ladakh), the ABP proj-
ect cost is Rs 2,631 crore 
(including Capex & Opex). 
The scope of  work in the 
region included bringing 
413 connected GPs onto the 

ring topology and connect-
ing an additional 3,887 new 
GPs in the ring.

Additionally, all non-
Gram Panchayat (GP) vil-
lages will be connected on 
demand, with a target of  
200,000 Fiber-to-the-Home 
(FTTH) connections. 
The FTTH rollout will be 
aligned with GP commis-
sioning milestones, with 
a phased adoption plan: 
moderate uptake in Year 1 
due to infrastructure readi-
ness, accelerating in Year 2 
as over 50% of  GPs become 
operational and reaching 
peak adoption in Years 3-4.

As far as implementa-
tion and timelines are 
concerned, M/s STL is 
the Project Implementing 
Agency (PIA) as the EPC 
contractor, while BSNL 
serves as the Project Man-
agement Agency (PMA). 
Key timelines for the proj-
ect in J&K involves Hando-
ver Takeover (HOTO) of  
existing networks by PIAs 
within 6 months from the 
agreement signing date.

Survey of  GPs for net-
work creation on ring topol-
ogy is envisaged within a 
period of  12 months from 
the agreement signing 
date. It also sets 36 months 

for commissioning of  GPs 
in ring topology. Imple-
mentation of  ABP in J&K 
includes establishment of  
a state-of-the-art Network 
Operation Centre (NOC) at 
Jammu by September 2025.

The ABP network will 
connect the public institu-
tions, private enterprises, 
local entrepreneurs and 
households. It will enable 
the digital governance 
through digitization of  gov-
ernment processes and MIS 
systems. Besides, it will 
facilitate access to digital 
services like e-education, 
e-health and e-agriculture 
and boost the digital econo-
my by providing platforms 
for businesses and digital 
transactions.

The meeting was 
informed that a centralized 
BharatNet Issue Manage-
ment Platform has been 
established to track, coor-
dinate and resolve imple-
mentation issues, ensuring 
structured communica-
tion and timely responses 
among all stakeholders.

This ambitious program 
is set to transform the digital 
landscape of Jammu & Kash-
mir, bringing equitable and 
high-speed internet access to 
its rural communities.

SAJID RAINA

NEW DELHI: On the 
first day of  the Mon-
soon Session, the Centre 
informed Parliament that 
it has released rupees 
1,689 crore to Jammu and 
Kashmir and rupees 192 
crore to Ladakh under 
the Samagra Shiksha 
and PM-SHRI schemes 
for 2023-24 and 2024-25.

According to a writ-
ten statement laid in Lok 
Sabha by Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan in response 
to a question, Jammu 
and Kashmir received 
Rs 865.44 crore in 2023-
24 and Rs 823.49 crore in 
2024-25 under Samagra 
Shiksha. In addition, it 
received 52.39 crore and 
99.72 crore under the PM-
SHRI scheme in the two 
respective years.

Ladakh was allocated 

Rs 52.23 crore and Rs 140 
crore under Samagra 
Shiksha in 2023-24 and 
2024-25. Under PM-SHRI, 
it received 4.04 crore and 
11.91 crore, respectively.

The minister said that 
the Samagra Shiksha 
scheme is being imple-
mented in partnership 
with states and UTs, 
and funding is based on 
approved annual work 
plans and fulfilment of  
certain financial criteria.

He said the PM-SHRI 
scheme aims to develop 
select schools as exem-
plars of  the National 
Education Policy 2020. 
So far, 33 of  36 states and 
UTs have signed the MoU 
required to implement 
the PM-SHRI scheme. 
West Bengal and Kerala 
have not signed the 
agreement, the Minister 
informed the House—
(KNO)

Shantmanu inaugurates IGNOU Learner 
Support Centre at GGM College

Javed Rana condoles 
student’s demise in 
Poonch landslide

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MENDHAR: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Affairs, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, has expressed pro-
found sorrow and grief  over two 
separate incidents causing immense 
distress to the affected families.

The Minister expressed deep 
sorrow over the tragic demise of  a 
young student who lost his life in the 
landslide that occurred at Govern-
ment School, Bainchh Kalsan, Poonch.

In a condolence message, the 
Minister expressed heartfelt con-
dolences to the grieving family 
during this extremely distressing 
time. He prayed for eternal peace 
to the departed soul and enough 
courage to the bereaved family to 
bear this irreparable pain.

The Minister wished a swift and 
complete recovery to the injured 
children affected by the landslide.

He directed the district admin-
istration to provide comprehen-
sive medical care, leaving no stone 
unturned in ensuring they receive 
the highest standard of  support and 
treatment during this critical period.

Public Accounts Committee holds meeting in Srinagar
Discusses Audit Paras of Mining, I&C Departments

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly convened a meeting Monday 
at the Assembly Complex in Sri-
nagar to review and discuss the 
audit paras related to the Mining 
and Industries & Commerce (I&C) 
Departments.

The meeting was chaired by PAC 
Chairman Sham Lal Sharma and 
attended by members Mubarak 
Gul, Javid Hassan Baig, Devinder 
Kumar Manyal, Sajad Shaheen and 
Muzaffar Iqbal Khan.

During the session, the Commit-
tee undertook a detailed examina-
tion of  audit paras 2.14 (2011-12), 
3.14 (2000-01), 4.10 (2003-04), and 
3.13 (2015-16) pertaining to the 
Mining and I&C  Departments.

The Committee deliberated on 
the key issues including land acqui-
sition for the Industrial Export 
Promotion Park at SIDCO Ompora, 
procurement of  Broadband Seis-
mograph and establishment of  a 
Seismograph Observatory, con-
struction of  Zone Office Complex 
for Handloom at Rajouri and drawal 

and utilization of  public funds. The 
Chairman directed the concerned 
departments to submit a compre-
hensive report on the Industrial 
Export Promotion Park project and 
fix accountability where necessary.

Emphasizing the need to curb 
illegal mining across Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Chairman called 
for sustainable mining practices 
and leveraging the modern tech-
nologies to monitor and prevent 
illegal activities. He stressed the 
importance of  working with a 
sense of  duty and accountabil-
ity. He directed that Action Taken 
Reports (ATRs) be submitted in 
a time-bound manner on all dis-
cussed matters.

The meeting was attended by 
Principal Accountant General 

J&K, K. P. Yadaw; Principal Secre-
tary, Mining, Anil Kumar Singh; 
Commissioner Secretary I&C 
Department, Vikramjit Singh; 
Secretary I&C, Khalid Jahangir; 
Secretary Legislative Assembly, 
Manoj Kumar Pandita; Director 
General Accounts and Treasuries, 
F. A. Lone; Director, Handicrafts 
and Handloom; Director, Geology 
and Mining; MD SIDCO; Director 
Finance and other senior officials.

Chairman Sham Lal Sharma 
emphasized the PAC’s crucial role 
in ensuring transparency, fiscal 
discipline and accountability in 
governance. He reiterated the 
Committee’s mandate to scrutinize 
public expenditure, examine CAG 
audit reports, identify lapses and 
recommend necessary reforms.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant step 
towards enhancing access to 
quality higher education, 
Additional Chief  Secretary 
(ACS), Higher Education, 
Shantmanu, Monday inaugu-
rated IGNOU Learner Sup-
port Centre (LSC-12133) at 
Government Gandhi Memo-
rial (GGM) Science College, 
here.

The inauguration cer-
emony was graced by Profes-
sor Romesh Gupta, Principal 
GGM Science College; Dr. 
Sandeep Gupta, Regional 
Director, IGNOU Regional 
Centre Jammu; Assistant 
Regional Directors, Dr. Asha 
Upadhyay, Dr. Vikram Singh 
and Dr. Zeba, Deputy Regis-
trar, S. Tejinder Pal Singh, 
Assistant Registrar, Dara 
Singh and Dr. P. S. Thakur, 
Coordinator of  newly estab-
lished Learner Support 
Centre.

Earlier, with the approval 
of  Vice Chancellor, IGNOU, 
Professor Uma Kanjilal, based 

on the recommendations of  
Sub-Committee of  Student 
Support Centre (SSC) in its 
9th Meeting held on May 7, 
2025, the Learner Support 
Centre (LSC) in the GGM 
Science College, Jammu was 
notified for BSCM (Bachelor 
of  Science) and MSCZOO 
(Master of  Science in Zool-
ogy) programmes. This is 
the first ever Learner Sup-
port Centre of IGNOU in the 
entire Jammu division to have 
been notified exclusively for 
Science based programmes.

While speaking at the 
event, Shantmanu under-
scored the importance of  
accessible and flexible educa-
tion in today’s rapidly evolv-
ing academic landscape. 
He added that the Depart-
ment of Higher Education is 
making continuous efforts 
to strengthen the teaching-
learning ecosystem across all 
institutions in the UT. Estab-
lishing this support centre 
is yet another step in our 
learner-centric approach to 
empower the students from 

all walks of  life. He assured 
all cooperation and support 
from the Higher Education 
Department to IGNOU by way 
of expansion of Learner Sup-
port Network in the region.

Professor Romesh Gupta, 
Principal of  GGM Science 
College, lauded the initia-
tive and stated, that, this 
IGNOU centre will open new 
avenues of learning for both 
our students and the wider 
community. It will signifi-
cantly enhance the academic 
engagement by offering ser-
vices such as counselling, 
tutorials and examination 
support.

Dr. Sandeep Gupta, 
Regional Director, IGNOU 
RC Jammu, elaborated on the 
broader impact of IGNOU in 
strengthening higher educa-
tion in the region. This col-
laboration with GGM Science 
College reinforces our mis-
sion to bring quality distance 
education closer to learners, 
making it more accessible 
and inclusive, he further 
remarked.

CS SWD reviews departmental 
schemes in Kashmir Division

Poonch landslide

Sakeena Itoo expresses grief 
over student’s tragic deathGMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner Secretary, Social 
Welfare, Sarmad Hafeez, 
Monday chaired a detailed 
review meeting at the Civil 
Secretariat, Srinagar, to 
assess the performance 
and progress of  depart-
mental schemes and proj-
ects in the Kashmir Divi-
sion.

The meeting com-
menced with a compre-
hensive presentation by 
Director Social Welfare 
Kashmir, Mohammad 
Akbar Wani, highlighting 
implementation status of  
flagship schemes, infra-
structural projects and 
related reforms.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary issued clear direc-
tives for timely and trans-
parent implementation 
of  pension coverage and 
the Marriage Assistance 
Scheme, ensuring that 
all eligible beneficiaries 
receive the benefit without 
delay. He instructed the 
officers to maintain high 
standards of  service deliv-
ery and empathy towards 
the public.

A major thrust was laid 
on enhancing the impact 
of  the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan, with actionable 
initiatives focusing on 
drug demand reduction 
and social sensitization.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary emphasized the role 
of  the department in con-
tributing meaningfully to 
this national mission.

The status of  infrastruc-
ture development under 
the UT Capex Budget was 
reviewed, with instruc-
tions for timely utilization 
of  funds and completion of  
ongoing projects.

During the meeting, 
the projects under SIPDA 
(Scheme for Implementa-
tion of  the Rights of  Per-
sons with Disabilities Act), 
Old Age Homes at Akura 
(Anantnag) and Gander-
bal and Abhinanda Home 
were evaluated for opera-
tional and infrastructural 
improvements. Besides, 
reports on NGO-run Senior 
Citizen Homes, Minority 
and Centrally Sponsored 
Scholarships and Pension 
Disbursement (NSAP) 
were also discussed. The 
officers were directed to 
expedite the reporting 
process and resolve any 
pending cases. Emphasis 
was laid on the linking of  
mobile numbers to benefi-
ciary accounts and ensur-
ing last-mile connectivity 
through Bank Sakhis.

The meeting also took 
stock of  progress on the 
PM-JVKV (education 
sector), PMAY-G (VDP 
preparation in SC vil-
lage, Anantnag) and the 
New Beginning (Beggary 
Home) project in Srinagar.

Additionally, atten-
tion was given to the 
Jansugam Portal, court 
case updates and the pro-
cedure for weeding out 
ineligible cases, ensur-
ing robust transparency 
mechanisms.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
has expressed profound 
grief  and sorrow over the 
tragic death of  a student 
in a landslide that struck 
the Government Primary 
School in Bainch-Kalsain 
area of  Poonch district.

In her condolence mes-
sage, the Education Minis-
ter extended heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family and termed the inci-
dent as deeply distressing 
and heart-breaking. “It is 
truly painful to learn that 
a young life, full of  prom-
ise, has been cut short due 
to this natural calamity. 
My thoughts and prayers 
are with the family during 

this unimaginably difficult 
time,” the Minister said.

Meanwhile, the Min-
ister urged the district 
administration to provide 
immediate relief  to the 
affected family. She also 
asked them to take imme-
diate measures for the well 
being of  injured students.

The Minister asked the 
Director School Education 
Jammu as well as Director 
Health Services Jammu to 
keep constant monitoring 
of  the injured students for 
their well being and pro-
vide all possible assistance 
to their families.

The Minister further 
asked the Director School 
Education Jammu to 
assess the situation and 
ensure necessary infra-
structure support to the 
affected school building.

Dr. M.J. Zarabi calls on LG Sinha
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Dr. M.J. Zarabi, 
former Chairman, Board of  
Governors, National Insti-
tute of  Technology (NIT) 
Srinagar called on Lieuten-
ant Governor  Manoj Sinha 
Monday. He was accompa-
nied by Prof. Naseer Iqbal, 
Registrar, University of  
Kashmir and Dr. Sheikh 
Ghulam Mohammad, Direc-
tor North Campus.

The delegation discussed 
setting up of  Semi-Conduc-

tor Design Centre and Lab 
Scale Fabrication facility for 
training purpose at the North 
Campus, University of  Kash-
mir, Delina, Baramulla.

The proposed Centre 
will serve as a nucleus for 
research, innovation and 
skill development in Semi-
conductor design. The facil-
ity will also incubate startups 
and encourage innovation 
in chip design and testing. 
Further, it will enhance the 
University's curriculum and 
its integration with industry.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Troubled Waters 
For Tourism

T
he scenic waterways once 
echoing with the gentle 
paddles of shikaras and 
the hum of motor launches 
now lie hauntingly quiet. 

As tourist footfall declines across the 
region, a ripple effect has begun to 
erode the very foundation of the local 
economy, an economy deeply reliant 
on tourism and its allied sectors. This 
decline is not just a seasonal slump; 
it's a crisis taking root, and its imme-
diate victims are the young entrepre-
neurs who once bet their futures on a 
thriving tourist industry.
For many of these individuals, the de-
cision to invest in expensive motor 
launches and traditional shikaras was 
not merely a business move but a leap 
of faith. They borrowed heavily, driven 
by dreams of financial stability and 
aspirations of being part of a cultural 
legacy. Today, that dream lies moored 
in uncertainty. With rides dipping 
sharply, these once-promising assets 
have turned into liabilities, accruing 
losses by the day.
This downturn highlights a larger issue: 
the fragile overdependence on seasonal 
tourism without adequate infrastructur-
al or financial buffers. It is imperative 
that authorities recognize this vulner-
ability and initiate urgent intervention. 
Relief packages, loan restructuring, and 
promotional campaigns to revitalize 
tourism are no longer optional, they are 
essential lifelines.
At the same time, it's a moment to in-
trospect and innovate. Sustainable 
tourism models, diversification into 
digital marketing of local experiences, 
and collaborative community-based 
tourism can help reduce reliance on 
fluctuating footfalls. Government and 
private stakeholders must come to-
gether to turn this crisis into a catalyst 
for resilient, inclusive growth.
The water may seem still for now, but 
without meaningful action, the calm 
risks turning into stagnation. It’s time 
to row together—before it's too late.

From Shared Lives To Isolated Hearts

ABID HUSSAIN RATHER

R
eliving old memories, I 
remember well that there 
was a time, not too long ago, 
when life was lived in com-
munity, fully, openly, and 

without walls. In the neighbourhoods 
of  our childhood, boundaries existed 
only on maps, neither on the ground nor 
in our hearts. Every joy was communal, 
every sorrow shared. There was no con-
cept of  “my happiness or sorrow is mine 
alone,” for the happiness or sorrow of  
one was the concern of  many. In any 
neighbourhood, If  a child took their first 
steps, sweet fritters would find their 
way to every doorstep. Whenever a cow 
gave birth to a calf  in any household, 
colostrum cheese was shared among all 
the neighbours. If  someone passed an 
exam, the entire street would celebrate. 
When tragedy struck, radios and televi-
sions fell silent, laughter was hushed, 
and celebrations were postponed out 
of  respect. Neighbours were treated 
like extended family. Their smiles were 
ours, and so were their tears.

But today, that world seems like a 
dream long lost—like a once-bright pho-
tograph, now faded and forgotten in the 
quiet corner of  an old attic drawer. We 
now live in an age where privacy is glori-
fied. We wear our secrecy like a badge 
of  sophistication. “Don’t tell anyone,” 
“Keep it between us,” “It’s none of  their 
business”—these phrases, once consid-
ered cold or even rude, are now common 
and even celebrated. We proudly say, 
“I mind my own business,” without 
realising that in doing so, we’ve given 
up the greatest asset of  humanity, the 
ability to truly connect with one anoth-
er. Our elders often said, “A shared 
sorrow is half  a sorrow, and a shared 
joy is double the joy.” This wasn’t poetic 
exaggeration; it was lived experience. 
A neighbour’s unemployment was not 
whispered about; it was responded to. 
A sick person in one house meant con-
cerned visitors, herbal remedies, gen-
erous financial help, and prayers from 
every corner.

Today, in our concrete houses, tightly 
locked apartments, and digitally guard-
ed lives, we know nothing of  the people 
who live just a wall away. The sounds 
of  celebration or mourning might drift 
through occasionally, but we rarely 
knock to ask what is wrong or what is 
right. There was a time when children 
carried plates of  food and other small 
offerings to neighbours, with warm 

smiles and gentle messages. Life was 
woven together with kindness, and 
every joy or sorrow was shared like a 
family secret. Now, meals arrive at door-
steps through apps, and sentiments are 
reduced to emojis on screens. We have 
gained convenience but lost intimacy 
and left behind connection. Our hands 
are fuller, but our hearts are emptier. 
We have built fences, emotional, digital, 
and even spiritual. We curate our lives 
into social media highlight reels, where 
sorrow is photoshopped out and imper-
fections are edited away.

Mental health professionals are now 
ringing the alarm bells, calling loneli-
ness the epidemic of  the 21st century. 
Depression, anxiety, and suicides are 
on the rise—not just because of  eco-
nomic stress or societal pressures, but 
because people no longer feel seen. We 
have replaced community with connec-
tivity, but the Wi-Fi signal doesn’t reach 
the soul. Our older generation remem-
bers a world where even marriage deci-
sions were made with neighbourhood 
input—not due to interference, but 
because relationships were considered 
too important to be built in isolation. 
Neighbours mediated disputes. Families 
intervened in times of  crisis. An unem-
ployed father, a struggling student, a 
lonely widow—no one suffered alone 
but everyone in neighbourhood shared 
their sufferings. But world has changed 
now and so are the people. Now, person-
al space has turned into personal exile. 
We confuse silence with dignity and 
distance with strength. In our race to 
protect our “private lives,” we have sac-
rificed our public bonds. Even grief  is 
now a solitary affair. Funerals that once 
brought entire communities together 
are now modest, brief, and often poorly 

attended. The pandemic amplified this, 
but the trend predates it. Joys too are 
muted. Engagements, marriages, preg-
nancies, promotions—all are often kept 
under wraps, shared selectively, if  at all. 
What was once called razdari (confiden-
tiality) is now a permanent cloak—one 
that suffocates more than it protects.

We often say that we don’t like to 
depend on anyone. It sounds strong. But 
what it really means is that we are afraid 
to be disappointed. We no longer trust 
our communities to hold our truths with 
compassion. And in doing so, we deny 
ourselves the most profound human 
experience, which is to be known and 
still be loved. Children raised in such 
environments inherit this guardedness. 
They learn early that emotions must be 
managed quietly, victories downplayed, 
problems hidden. The art of  sharing, 
once a sacred skill, is now dismissed 
as oversharing, and vulnerability is 
perceived as weakness. This is not just 
about nostalgia; it is about a cultural 
crisis. When a society loses the ability to 
share, it loses the ability to care.

Now the question is not whether 
we can return to our traditional way 
of  living and past ethos but whether 
we are willing to. The antidote to this 
growing poison of  secrecy is deceptively 
simple: intentional heartfelt connec-
tion. A knock on the neighbour’s door. 
A shared cup of  tea with nears and 
dears. An offline conversation without 
screens. A willingness to say that I am 
not okay and to listen when others say it 
too. Let us remember that communities 
are not built through policies or apps; 
they are built through small, sincere 
acts of  openness. The woman next door 
who cries at night might just need some-
one to ask if  she is okay. The elderly 

man who sits alone on the bench might 
have a story to tell. The child who seems 
withdrawn may need a little attention.

Let me make one thing clear here that 
this is not about abandoning privacy; 
it is about reclaiming community. It 
is about remembering that life is not 
meant to be lived in isolation but in 
shared humanity. Of  course, secrecy 
has its place. Not all information is 
meant for public consumption. But 
secrecy should be a tool for protection, 
not isolation. When we use secrecy to 
hide our pain, we suffer alone. When we 
use it to protect others’ dignity, we act 
with wisdom. In its purest form, secrecy 
is an ethical principle, not a wall. It is 
the understanding of  when to speak and 
when to listen; when to share and when 
to hold. But today’s version has mutated 
into emotional hoarding—where noth-
ing is shared, and everything is sup-
pressed.

As we move forward in our digital, 
fast-paced, hyper-private lives, perhaps 
it is time to pause and remember what 
we have left behind. Maybe it is time 
to dust off  the old values—not for the 
sake of  tradition, but for the survival of  
our humanity. Let us normalize asking, 
“How are you?” Let us celebrate each 
other’s joys together. Let us grieve 
together. Let us teach our children that 
being open is not a flaw but a strength. 
Let us turn off  our screens and turn 
toward each other. The poison of  secre-
cy thrives in silence. But a single act of  
connection can be the antidote. Let us go 
and knock on the door. Someone might 
be waiting.

(The author teaches Geography at 
GDC Kulgam. He can be mailed be 
reached at rather1294@gmail.com) 

Scroll Culture: The Cost Of Constant Connectivity

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

T
oday is the age of  
technology and 
information. There 
is a mobile in every 
hand, internet in 

every pocket. But have we 
really become more aware, or 
have we just become slaves of  
fingers sliding on the screen?

People are engrossed in an 
endless world of  ads, videos, 
memes, reels and tricks. The 
"scroll culture" has cut off  
our attention span. Things 
that were previously deeply 
understood are now reduced to 
30-second shorts and 280-char-
acter posts.

Our brains are filled with 
superficial information, but 
the depth of  knowledge has 
been lost. There was a time 
when we would read long arti-
cles in the newspaper, discuss 
them, ponder over them. Now 
we "scroll" – without stopping, 
without thinking. The result?

Mental exhaustion, loneli-
ness, competition to show off  
and digital depression. People 
post smiling selfies but are 
broken from within. There is a 
deep emptiness hidden behind 
'hashtag happy'.

So-called 'influencers' on 
social media are now giving 
advice in every sphere of  life 
- health, education, relation-
ships, even spirituality. But 
their knowledge is superficial, 
and the objective? Views and 
likes. Those who do not know 
how to manage their own 

mental health have become 
'mental health experts'. The 
scroll culture has fragmented 
our thinking. On one hand 
there is talk of  'mindfulness', 
on the other hand we are get-
ting disconnected from our-
selves.

People waste hours scrolling 
through social media but have 
lost the power of  real conver-
sation. One click brings thou-
sands of  opinions, but who can 
verify their validity?

In the technological age, 
it was hoped that supersti-
tions would end. But now they 
have become 'digital ghosts'. 
On WhatsApp: "Must read 
this mantra at night…" On 
Facebook: "Send this photo 
to 5 people, otherwise misfor-
tune will come" On YouTube: 
"Miraculous remedy to remove 
Pitra Dosh"

Even educated people are 
looking for solutions from the 

videos of  "Mahadev uncle" 
instead of  scientific thinking. 
People are afraid of  the uncer-
tainty of  life. In this fear, they 
resort to superstition, which 
gives them the illusion of  emo-
tional security.

There is information on the 
Internet, but the ability to sort 
it out has not been taught. As 
a result, even lies seem true.

Everyone has become a 
motivational speaker, life 
coach, astrologer. Without 
any authenticity. Their aim 
is traffic and money. In child-
hood, if  we ask questions, we 
are scolded – 'Have faith'. This 
thinking enables us to absorb 
misleading content as we 
become adults.

According to a report, on 
an average, an Indian youth 
spends 4-6 hours on social 
media every day. How many 
times does he connect with 
himself  during this time?

While scrolling, we see 
glimpses of  others' lives - pic-
tures of  their parties, holi-
days, happiness - and become 
dissatisfied with our own 
lives. This comparison gives 
rise to an inner restlessness 
and depression. We have 
turned life into a reel. What 
is seen sells - this thinking is 
hollowing out the soul.

Lack of  sleep, distractibil-
ity, social anxiety, self-doubt, 
suicidal tendencies – these are 
all the mental consequences 
of  scroll culture. Many stud-
ies have found that excessive 
use of  Instagram, TikTok and 
Facebook increases self-doubt 
and depression in teenagers 
and young people.

TV channels also now garner 
TRPs from programmes like 
'Mysterious Temple', 'Haunted 
Haveli', 'Astrological Solutions'. 
Advertising companies also sell 
products by scaring people with 

words like 'Rahu-Ketu Dosh'. 
When the institutions them-
selves work against the scientific 
approach, how can the public 
become aware?

Spend 1 hour mobile-free 
every day. Do digital detox 1 
day a week. Do not look at the 
screen for 1 hour before sleep-
ing at night. Do not form an 
opinion based on incomplete 
information. Do not doubt 
everything, but think about 
everything. Encourage chil-
dren to ask questions. Adopt 
an education system based on 
science, logic and facts.

There should be courses like 
'How to check information' in 
schools. 'Fact checking' should 
become a social habit. Don't 
believe everything you see on 
YouTube. Connect religion to 
the soul, not fear. Faith means 
understanding, not blind fol-
lowing. Investigate so-called 
miraculous solutions.

Technology claimed to con-
nect us, but today we are discon-
nected from everything - from 
ourselves, and from society. We 
are on the screen, but out of  life. 
We click but don't feel.

In this noise of  social media, 
the voice of  introspection has 
been lost somewhere. Today, the 
biggest need is digital detox and 
mental ideological renaissance. 
Otherwise, this scroll culture 
and superstition together will 
take us to that dark age, where 
there will be light - only emanat-
ing from the screen - but there 
will be utter darkness inside.

Knowledge never comes in 
a scroll, it demands a pause. 
Faith is never blind, it gets 
strength from logic. And the 
biggest rebellion in today's 
time is - thinking.

Author is a TV Panalist. He 
can be mailed at kavitanik-

etan333@gmail.com
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Patriotism In Every Fold
VINOD CHANDRASHEKHAR  DIXIT

L
ike every year, Indian 
National Flag Day 2024 
is celebrated on 22nd 
July to commemorate 
the adoption of  India’s 

National Flag by the Constituent 
Assembly in 1947.On this day in 
1947, the Constituent Assembly of  
India adopted the National Flag. 
It was a red-letter day in our his-
tory, and the tricolour’s adoption 
marked a pivotal moment in India’s 
journey towards establishing itself  
as an independent nation free from 
colonial rule. The National Flag 
symbolises national pride, unity, 
and the struggle for freedom, and 
is a tribute to the sacrifices of  
freedom fighters. This significant 
day marks the official selection 
of  the tricolour flag with its deep 
saffron, white, and Indian green 
stripes, and the Ashoka Chakra in 
the centre. 

The occasion also serves as a 
platform to appreciate and raise 
public awareness about the flag’s 
role in symbolising India’s inde-
pendence, unity, and rich heri-
tage. The importance of  Indian 
National Flag Day celebrations 
lies in their role as a commemora-
tion of  a pivotal moment in India’s 
journey towards independence and 
national identity. The national flag 
is a powerful symbol of  a country's 
identity, history, and values. It rep-
resents the nation's sovereignty, 
unity, and pride, and is often a 
source of  inspiration and motiva-
tion for its citizens.

The first Indian National Flag 
is attributed to Pingali Venkayya, 
a freedom fighter from Andhra 
Pradesh, who designed it in 1906. 
It featured a horizontal tricolour 
of  red, yellow, and green with 
a white crescent and star in the 
centre. In 1917, the flag was modi-
fied to include saffron at the top, 
white in the middle, and green at 
the bottom, with the crescent and 
star moved to the top left corner. In 
1921, Mahatma Gandhi proposed a 
new design that included a spin-
ning wheel (charkha) to symbol-
ize progress. This design also had 
the tricolour of  saffron, white, 
and green. Subsequently, the 
Ashoka Chakra, a 24-spoke wheel 

representing the Wheel of  Law in 
Buddhism, was introduced in the 
centre of  the white stripe in 1921. 

 The Indian National Con-
gress formally adopted the tric-
olour flag in 1931 as its Official 
Flag, symbolizing the unity and 
diversity of  India’s freedom 
movement. On July 22, 1947, the 
Constituent Assembly of  India 
adopted the current form of  
the National Flag. This version 
retains the tricolour of  saffron, 
white, and green with the Ashoka 
Chakra in navy blue at its centre. 

The adoption came just before 
India’s independence on August 
15, 1947, signifying the culmina-
tion of  the nation’s struggle for 
freedom. The adoption ceremony 
placed the flag at the heart of  the 
emerging republic’s identity, sig-
nalling both a new beginning and 
a tribute to the sacrifices made 
in the freedom movement. This 
connection to the independence 
era is why National Flag Day is 
best observed on 22 July.

The Prevention of  Insults To 
National Honour Act, 1971 stated 

that anyone who, in a public 
place or visible to the public, dis-
respects or brings into contempt 
the Indian National Flag or the 
Constitution of  India through 
burning, mutilating, defacing, 
disfiguring, destroying, tram-
pling, or any other act (including 
spoken or written words), will be 
punished with up to three years 
of  imprisonment, a fine, or both.

National Flag Day 2024 cele-
brations extend beyond a single-
day event, symbolizing a pivotal 
moment in India’s history and its 

journey towards independence 
and unity. It serves as a reminder 
of  the sacrifices made by freedom 
fighters and the values of  democ-
racy, diversity, and national pride 
that the flag represents. One must 
remember that this day is deeply 
significant not just for its histori-
cal roots, but because of  the pride 
and collective identity it fosters 
among all Indians.

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit 
is a Journalist. He can be mailed 

at  dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in

More Than A Businessman

The Humanitarian Spirit Of M. Ashraf Mir

 
HAROON RASHID BHAT 

“
What we do for ourselves 
dies with us. What we do 
for others and the world 
remains and is immor-
tal.” There are individu-

als whose presence uplifts lives, 
whose silent deeds change desti-
nies, and whose passing leaves a 
vacuum that words can scarcely 
fill. One such soul was Moham-
mad Ashraf  Mir Sahab, a tower-
ing figure in the business world, a 
quiet philanthropist, and a man of  
profound humanity whose legacy 
continues to live in the hearts he 
touched.

I write this tribute not merely 
as a formality but as a heart-
felt remembrance of  a personal 
encounter that profoundly shaped 
my understanding of  generos-
ity and vision. Years ago, while 
working as a part-time teacher 
at a local residential school, I 
witnessed firsthand the dreams 
and struggles of  children from 
economically challenged back-
grounds. These students had 
little, yet their eyes sparkled 
with a thirst for knowledge. Their 
hunger for learning awakened in 
me a deep urge to offer more than 
just textbook education, I wanted 
to introduce computer literacy, a 
tool that could open doors to the 
modern world for them. At that 
time, computers were a luxury 

for most institutions, let alone 
for a school struggling with basic 
infrastructure. 

In pursuit of  help, I came to 
know that Ashraf  Sahab and his 
brother Abdul Rashid Mir had 
set up a charitable trust in the 
memory of  beloved son, Mujeeb 
Mir, to serve humanitarian 
causes. With hope in my heart, 
I sought a meeting with Ashraf  
Sahab at his Shalimar office. I 
still recall the atmosphere vividly, 
an office busy with visitors and 
appeals. Yet when my turn came, 
I was welcomed with warmth and 
grace. He listened to my request 
with genuine interest, and with-
out hesitation, he turned to his 
staff  and gave clear instructions: 
the school must be provided with 
computers. Within days, two com-
puters were delivered, a monu-
mental gift at the time, symbol-
izing more than just machines.  

That singular act of  kindness 
was not just about charity; it was 
about empowerment. He saw 
beyond the immediate and rec-
ognized the ripple effect such a 
gift could have on the lives of  chil-
dren, children who, with access 
to modern tools, could rewrite 
their destinies. His response was 
swift, selfless, and deeply vision-
ary. But this story is just one of  
many. Across Kashmir, Ashraf  
Sahab’s name resonates not only 
as a successful entrepreneur but 
as a benefactor to countless lives. 
Through Cottage Industries Expo-
sition Ltd. (CIE), his enterprise 
elevated Kashmiri handicrafts 
onto the global stage, ensur-
ing that our cultural identity 
received the respect it deserved. 
More importantly, his business 
ventures created employment 
for hundreds of  families, help-

ing them earn with dignity and 
stability.His success was never 
isolated; it was interwoven with 
the success of  others. 

Every carpet knotted, every 
shawl embroidered under the 
banner of  CIE carried not only 

the essence of  Kashmiri art 
but also the soul of  a man who 
believed in uplifting others with 
him. Despite his achievements, he 
remained a man of  humility, away 
from the spotlight, letting his 
actions speak louder than words. 

His philanthropy was quiet, but 
its impact was resounding. Be it 
in the field of  education, cultural 
preservation, or social welfare, 
Ashraf  Mir Sahab left behind 
footprints that time cannot 
erase. In reflecting upon his life, 
I believe that the best tribute to 
such a visionary soul would be 
to continue the work he believed 
in. Therefore, I humbly appeal 
to the leadership of  CIE and all 
stakeholders associated with his 
vision, to consider establishing a 
grand Engineering and Medical 
College in the memory of  Moham-
mad Ashraf  Mir and Mujeeb Mir. 
Such an institution would serve 
as a living legacy, a space where 
dreams could flourish, where 
children from all backgrounds 
could gain knowledge and dignity, 
just as Ashraf  Sahab had always 
envisioned. 

Kashmir, rich in culture yet 
yearning for educational infra-
structure, needs such monuments 
of  progress, monuments not made 
of  marble and stone, but of  hope 
and opportunity. As we remember 
this noble soul, let us also carry 
forward his mission, not just in 
words, but in action. Let us pledge 
to uplift the needy, empower 
the underprivileged, and never 
ignore the power of  a single act 
of  kindness. “When someone 
you love becomes a memory, that 
memory becomes a treasure. And 
some lives, like that of  Ashraf  Mir 
Sahab, become guiding lights for 
generations to come.”May Allah 
(SWT) grant him the highest rank 
in Jannatul Firdous. Ameen.

Author is a teacher by pro-
fession. He can be mailed at 

minamharoon123@gmail.com
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People, History Will
families, including one where a man with 

three children was killed and only one of  
his sons was given a job. “These meetings 
moved me deeply, and we took decisions 
to ensure comprehensive rehabilitation of  
terror-hit families,” he said. He admitted 
that outreach to these families came late, 
but stressed that steps have now been taken 
to reopen old massacre cases, register FIRs, 
and return any properties that may have 
been seized by terrorists.

Responding to controversy over Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah not being invited 
to security review meetings, LG Sinha said, 
“The State Reorganization Act, passed by 
Parliament, clearly defines the jurisdiction 
of  all authorities. I work within my bound-
aries and enjoy a cordial relationship with 
the CM. Whenever we have differences, we 
resolve them through dialogue.”

On the biggest challenge faced during his 
tenure, LG Sinha said, “The full integration 
of  J&K with the Indian state and the estab-
lishment of  Indian sovereignty and author-
ity were   essential. Under Prime Minister 
Modi’s leadership, we have successfully 
achieved both goals.”

Turning to tourism and the ongoing Amar-
nath Yatra, LG Sinha said that after April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack, tourists had stopped 
visiting Kashmir. “However, the situation 
has improved. Over two lakh pilgrims have 
already participated this year in a 38-day 
Yatra. Hotels in Pahalgam and Sonamarg 
are full, and Srinagar’s hotel occupancy is 
at 40%,” he said, praising the hospitality of  
local residents for welcoming yatris warmly.

He also justified the suspension of  helicop-
ter services to the holy cave shrine this year, 
citing national security and past aviation 
accidents as reasons. “Decisions were made 
keeping safety and emerging drone threats 
in mind,” he added.

Regarding Pakistan’s propaganda and 
use of  drones, LG Sinha said, “Operation 
Sindoor showed India’s strength. Pakistan’s 
fake narratives were exposed. Our indig-
enous weapons have become a strong asset.”

When asked about his future plans, the LG 
reiterated his commitment to honesty and 
dedication. He credited Prime Minister Modi 
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah for 
their guidance and encouragement, calling 
their decisions “historic” for J&K.

“The people of  J&K firmly believe their 
future is secure with India. The only concern 
remains cross-border infiltration, but rest 
assured, we are vigilant,” LG Sinha said.

He also hailed the role of  women in J&K’s 
progress, emphasizing their growing lead-
ership across sectors and reaffirming the 
vision of  “women-led development” in the 
region—(KNO)

World Witnessed
such activities, and the Constitution is pre-

vailing over violence.
He urged MPs across parties to ensure 

smooth functioning of  the house and that 
interests may vary, but national interest 
must remain the shared priority.

He also said that security forces are 
making steady progress in eliminating Mao-
ists and Naxalites and that several previous-
ly affected districts are now free from such 
activities, and the Constitution is prevailing 
over violence.

He urged MPs across parties to ensure 
smooth functioning of  the house and that 
interests may vary, but national interest 
must remain the shared priority.

Meanwhile, both the Rajya Sabha and Lok 
Sabha witnessed continuous sloganeering 
by Opposition MPs demanding a discussion 
on the recent Pahalgam terror attack and 
Operation Sindoor.

Reacting to the protests, Union Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said 
a meeting of  the Business Advisory Commit-
tee has been scheduled to decide the agenda 
for discussion.

“The government is ready for a discussion, 
but Opposition MPs are protesting in the 
Well of  the House. It is not appropriate to 
begin the session like this,” Rijiju said.

Leader of  Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, questioned the gov-
ernment over its response to the Pahalgam 
terror attack and asked for clarity on the 
current status of  the militants involved.

Kharge said the Opposition had extended 
full support to the Centre following the inci-
dent but emphasized the need for account-
ability, especially in light of  the acknowl-
edged intelligence failure. “Even the Army 
chief  and the government have admitted 
lapses. The country deserves to know what 
went wrong,” he told the House.

He also took sharp exception to recent 
comments by former US President Donald 
Trump, who reportedly spoke of  mediating 
a ceasefire between India and Pakistan after 

Operation Sindoor. “It’s unacceptable for 
any outsider to make such claims. This is 
an insult to our sovereignty,” Kharge said.

Speaking in the Rajya Sabha, BJP leader 
and Union Minister JP Nadda said the gov-
ernment was fully prepared to hold a detailed 
discussion on Operation Sindoor.

“We are willing and ready to talk about 
it. There should be no perception that we 
are avoiding a debate,” Nadda said, adding 
that the scale and execution of  the operation 
under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership was 
unprecedented. “This kind of  mission has 
never been carried out before. We will share 
every detail,” he told the House.

This year's Monsoon Session will run until 
August 21, with a scheduled recess from 
August 12 to 18. The session includes 21 sit-
tings over 32 days—(KNO)

Jagdeep Dhankhar
unwavering support and the soothing won-

derful working relationship we maintained 
during my tenure.

"I express my deep gratitude to the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister and the esteemed Council 
of  Ministers. Prime Minister’s cooperation 
and support have been invaluable, and I have 
learned much during my time in office. The 
warmth, trust, and affection I have received 
from all the Hon’ble Members of  Parliament 
would ever be cherished at and embedded 
in my memory. I am deeply thankful for the 
invaluable experiences and insights I have 
gained as Vice President in our great democ-
racy," he said.

It has been a privilege and satisfaction to 
witness and partake in India’s remarkable 
economic progress and unprecedented expo-
nential development during this significant 
period. Serving in this transformative era of  
our nation’s history has been a true honor.

"As I leave this esteemed office, I am filled 
with pride in Bharat’s global rise and phe-
nomenal achievements and hold unwavering 
confidence in her brilliant future,” he added.

CS Holds Maiden
Secretary stressed on giving swift approv-

als to the applications submitted by the 
applicants. He also impressed upon them to 
devise training modules for the trainers and 
beneficiaries to enhance their capacity to 
make their ventures a grand success.

During the review meeting, the Chief  Sec-
retary appreciated the design and structure 
of  the project and emphasized the need for its 
effective and timely implementation, ensur-
ing all targets set for the ensuing financial 
year are met. He urged the bank authorities 
to fully integrate their operational processes 
with the JKCIP portal to streamline service 
delivery and enhance coordination.

The Chief  Secretary also called for cre-
ation of  a tailored loan product to support 
implementation of  the programme and 
ensure its long-term success.

Highlighting the need for efficiency and 
responsiveness, he directed all the concerned 
departments and institutions to ensure swift 
approvals of  applications submitted by the 
beneficiaries.

 Furthermore, the Chief  Secretary 
impressed upon the importance of  capacity-
building initiatives, advising formulation 
of  training modules for both the trainers 
and beneficiaries to empower them with the 
skills necessary to make their ventures suc-
cessful.

While giving overview of  this prestigious 
project, Principal Secretary, APD, Shailen-
dra Kumar, revealed that the project encom-
passes a total investment of  approximately 
US$ 217 million (Rs 1800 Cr). He informed 
that it has been designed to improve the com-
petitiveness and climate resilience of  farm-
ers through enhanced production, value 
addition and marketing of  high-value niche 
commodities in J&K.

Regarding the funding pattern, the Prin-
cipal Secretary mentioned that the same 
constitutes substantial contributions from 
IFAD (46%), the UT (12%), beneficiary con-
tributions (21%), private sector involvement 
(10%) and bank credit (10%), along with con-
vergence support (2%).

MD, HADP, Sandeep Kumar, in his pre-
sentation, revealed that the JKCIP is struc-
tured around three main verticals including 
Climate-smart and Market-led Production 
(52% of  total cost).

Elucidating further, he divulged that 
another vertical of  the programme called 
Agri-business Ecosystem Development con-
stitutes 33% of  total cost. It aims at enter-
prise promotion, market promotion and 
incubation/startup support. The fourth ver-
tical of  Project Management encompasses 
5% of  total cost ensuring efficient oversight, 
monitoring, evaluation and knowledge man-
agement.

About the objectives of  this project, it was 

given out that it targets to reach out to 3 lakh 
households (15 lakh individuals) across 90 
blocks in both Jammu (45 blocks) and Kash-
mir (45 blocks) divisions. Special emphasis 
is being placed on vulnerable groups, includ-
ing 141,000 women (47%), 90,000 youth (30%) 
and 30,000 individuals from other vulnerable 
communities (10%).

 With respect to Annual Work Plan & 
Budget (AWPB) for 2025-26, it was informed 
that the same stands at Rs 150.06 crore. Key 
allocations included Rs 110.33 crore for 
climate-smart and market-led production, 
Rs 14.21 crore for agri-business ecosystem 
development and Rs 15.90 crore for support-
ing the pastoralists and other vulnerable 
communities.

Out of  172 approved activities for AWPB 
2025-26, a procurement plan for 151 activi-
ties totaling Rs 138 crore has received IFAD's 
approval. This included consulting services, 
grants and goods. For 2025-26, Rs 75 crore has 
been released on Beams, with an additional 
Rs 12.50 crore advance drawal sanctioned 
by the Finance Department on July 15, 2025.

As of  July 19, 2025, about 1240 farmers 
have been registered and 478 applications 
have been received, with key activities focus-
ing on sheep/goat units, vegetable cultiva-
tion, water management, protected cultiva-
tion and apple crop management. Besides, 
a farmer-friendly loan product has been 
developed in collaboration with UTLBC, 
featuring a 10% marginal money with no 
processing charges, a moratorium period 
of  up to 2 years and a repayment period of  
up to 8 years.

It was informed that various feasibility 
studies and business plans are underway 
for key sectors like Tulip, Saffron, Apple 
and Wool Value Chains. Besides, extensive 
HRD initiatives are being implemented, with 
interviews scheduled for various officer posi-
tions across departments to strengthen the 
human resources for effective implementa-
tion of  this project.

The Chief  Secretary emphasized the 
importance of  timely execution and effec-
tive implementation of  all planned activities 
to ensure successful achievement of  JKCIP's 
objectives and upliftment of  the agricultural 
and allied sectors in Jammu & Kashmir.

Pertinently, the rural credit workshops 
will commence in August to raise awareness 
among the farmers and stakeholders.

Drug-Free J&K
said that the government cannot fight this 

societal hazard alone. She pushed for coordi-
nated efforts from religious leaders, families, 
civil society groups and other agencies to 
combat this social evil.

 “A drug-free Jammu and Kashmir is not 
only the need of  hour, it is a necessity for the 
survival and well-being of  our future genera-
tions”, maintained Sakeena.

The Minister further said that the govern-
ment is keenly working towards combating 
this menace from society. She added that 
drug de-addiction centres have been estab-
lished in district headquarters to provide 
required support to individuals affected by 
drug addiction.

While commending the organisers and 
college for organising the seminar in 
this burning societal issue, the Minister 
asserted that this seminar should chalk 
out some actionable strategies needed 
for making Kashmir free of  drug abuse, 
a challenge that continues to threaten 
our social and cultural fabric.

During the event, cultural performances 
were showcased to depict the impact of  drug 
abuse on families as well as overall society.

The event saw huge participation of  edu-
cators, youth leaders, students, healthcare 
professionals, law enforcement officials as 
well as representatives from civil society.

Among others, Joint Director Information 
Kashmir, Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari; Nodal 
Principal Kashmir Division Colleges, Prof. 
Seema Naz; Principal Government Women’s 
College Srinagar, Principal GCOE Srinagar 
and other senior officers of  district adminis-
tration were present on the occasion.

J&K Receives Fresh
station today while Jammu recorded 31.6 

mm since this morning.
Several areas across Kashmir also received 

fresh rainfall this evening with the Director 
MeT, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad predicting inter-
mittent spells of  light to moderate rain and 
thundershower till July 23 at many places 
with intense showers at few places and heavy 
rain at isolated places of  J&K.

From July 24 to 27, he said that there is 
a possibility of  brief  showers at scattered 
places.

Moreover, the MeT has issued an advisory, 
stating that there is a possibility of  intense 
showers with gusty winds at few places with 

heavy rain at isolated to scattered places of  
J&K during 21-23rd July.

“Flash floods at few vulnerable places with 
landslides, mudslides & shooting stones,” 
it reads, adding that rise in water level in 
rivers, streams, local Nallas & water logging 
in few Low lying areas is also expected—
(KNO)

Cold Storage Units
would rot before reaching distant cities. 

Now, we can ensure quality and freshness 
even when sending them as far as Kolka-
ta,” said Riyaz Dar, a fruit exporter from 
Srinagar. “The market has opened up—the 
returns are higher and the reputation of  
Kashmiri produce is growing.”

The Horticulture Planning and Marketing 
Department is actively working on strength-
ening the cold storage network across the 
Valley under various central schemes. 
Experts believe this infrastructural support 
could redefine the dynamics of  Kashmir’s 
horticulture sector.

“If  this trend continues, Kashmir can go 
beyond apples and emerge as a significant 
supplier of  cherries and plums to the rest of  
India,” they said.

With the success of  this season, growers 
and traders are hopeful that the Valley's per-
ishable fruit sector is headed toward a more 
profitable and sustainable future.

Bashir Ahmad Basheer, Chairman of  the 
Kashmir Valley Fruit Growers Cum Dealers 
Union told KNO that currently the demand 
for plums is much better and farmers are 
getting good returns and its credit goes to 
cold storage units as well—(KNO)

Amarnath Yatr: 
Baltal and Pahalgam, which serve as the 

two main routes to the cave shrine.
The group comprised 3,067 men, 522 

women, 9 children, 192 sadhus and sadhvis, 
and 1 transgender pilgrim. The convoy was 
split into two: the Baltal-bound convoy car-
ried 1,208 pilgrims in 52 vehicles, while the 
Pahalgam-bound convoy transported 2,583 
pilgrims in 96 vehicles, officials said.

“Even though there is a slight decline in 
pilgrim turnout from Jammu, the overall 
yatra is proceeding without disruptions. All 
necessary facilities including shelter, food, 
medical assistance, and route security are 
fully operational,” an official said.

This year’s Amarnath Yatra, scheduled 
to conclude on August 9, is being conducted 
amid unprecedented security measures, 
including drone surveillance, RFID tracking 
for pilgrims and a multi-layered deployment 
of  forces—(KNO)

7.66 Cr Tourists
Tourist Facilities - Construction of  Assets 

in lieu of  those Destroyed in Floods in 2014 
under PM Development Package, Develop-
ment of  Tourist Facilities at Mantalai and 
Sudhmahadev, Development of  Tourist 
Facilities at Anantnag-Pulwama-Kishtwar-
Pahalgam-Zanskar Padum-Daksum-Ranjit 
Sagar Dam and Development of  Tourist 
Facilities at Gulmarg-Baramulla- Kupwara-
Kargil-Leh.

However, Shekhawat said the Ministry has 
not undertaken any formal study to date 
to assess the extent of  direct and indirect 
employment generated in the region under 
the scheme during the last five years—(KNO)

Student Killed, 5 Injured As Landslide Hits School In Poonch
YOGESH

JAMMU:  A five-year-old 
student was killed and five 
others were injured after a 
landslide hit a government 
school here in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Monday, offi-
cials said.

As per officials, the land-
slide was triggered at the 
building of  Government 
Primary School (GPS) 
Kalssa, situated in Ward 
No. 4, Village Bhainch, 

Tehsil Haveli, District 
Poonch by overnight heavy 
rains, during which a large 
boulder fell in a classroom 
of  the primary school in 
the Bhainch-Kalsian area, 
killing a 5-year-old Ehsan 
Ali and injuring students 
and a teacher.

The injured students 
have been identified as 
Mohammad Safeer, age 7, 
son of  Mohammad Sha-
reef, resident of  Kalsan 
Bhainch, Bilal Farooq, age 

8, son of  Farooq Ahmed, 
resident of  Bhainch, 
Aftab Ahmed, age 6, son 
of  Idress Ahmed, resi-
dent of  Bhainch, Tobia 
Kouser, age 7, daughter 
of  Basharat Hussain, resi-
dent of  Bhainch.

They are undergoing 
treatment at Raja Sukh-
dev Singh District Hospital 
in Poonch along with the 
teacher, who had suffered 
minor injuries.

Following the incident, 

Lieutenant Governor (LG) 
Manoj Sinha and Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
expressed grief  over the 
loss of  life.

“The news of  the death 
of  a 5-year-old child due to 
the rockslide that crashed 
into Primary School, Kal-
sian, Poonch, is heart-
rending. May God give 
strength to the bereaved 
parents to bear this shock. 
I pray for the speedy recov-
ery of  the injured chil-

dren,” LG Sinha wrote on 
X.

CM Abdullah also 
extended his condolences 
to the bereaved family on 
a social media post. He 
also directed the admin-
istration to ensure proper 
treatment of  the injured 
and to conduct a thorough 
inquiry into the incident.

Meanwhile,  De puty 
Commissioner Poonch, 
Vikas Kundal visited the 
district hospital and met 

the injured and their fam-
ilies. He also disbursed 
financial assistance of  Rs 1 
lakh to the family of  Ehsan 
and Rs 50,000 each to the 
families of  the injured chil-
dren under the Red Cross 
Fund. He also assured all 
possible assistance to the 
families from the district 
administration.

In response to the land-
slide and ongoing heavy 
rainfall, which recorded 
184.2 mm in the region 

over the past 24 hours, 
authorities have ordered 
the closure of  all schools 
in Poonch district on July 
22, 2025, as a precaution-
ary measure.

The district administra-
tion, in coordination with 
the Education Depart-
ment, has also initiated a 
structural safety audit of  
school buildings in vul-
nerable areas to mitigate 
risks during the monsoon 
season—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF UT JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PCD 
(PHQ) J&K JAMMU/ SRINAGAR

INVITING E-TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No/EE-PCD/PHQ/46/2025-26    Dated: - 19-07-2025

Executive Engineer PCD PHQJ&K JAMMU/SRINAGARon behalf of The President of India invites tenders by e-tendering on Percentage rate basis 
from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K Govt. / CPWD / Railways and other State / Central Governments for the following works.

S. 
No Name of Work Name of 

Division

Estimated 
Cost (Rs. In 

lacs)

Cost of 
document 

(In Rs.)

Earnest 
Money  (In 

Rs.)

Time 
Allowed for 
completion

Date of 
opening of 

tender

Class of 
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Construction of Police Post at Arwani 
Bijbehara Anantnag under Account Head 
Buildings & Structures in Demand -51 Police.

PCD (PHQ) 
J&K, Jmu/ 

Sgr
156.08lacs 4000/- 312160/- 550 work-

ing days 31-07-2024 “A”

2

Construction of D O Residence of P/P 
including LSQ block, Malkhana/ Lock up 
at Police Post Keegam Shopian Anantnag 
under Account Head Buildings & Structures 
in Demand -51 Police.

PCD (PHQ) 
J&K, Jmu/ 

Sgr
212.09lacs 4000/- 424180/- 730 work-

ing days 31-07-2024 “A”

1. Date of Publishing 21-07-2025 at 1600 hours.
2. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.infrom 1630 hours on 21-07-2025.
i. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website http://jktenders.gov.infrom  23-07-2025 to 30-07-2025 upto1600 

Hrs. The bids received will be opened at 1100 hours on 31-07-2025 online.
ii. The complete bidding process will be online.
iii.	 Technical	bids	of	bidders	shall	be	opened	online	in	the	office	of	ExecutiveEngineer	PCD	PHQ	J&K	Jammu/	Srinagar	on	31-07-2025	at	

1100 Hrs.  
iv. The lowest bidder i. e. L1 shall be intimated to deposit the original copy of required earnest money in shape of CDR/ FDR and hard 

copies	of	all	 relevant	documents	as	mentioned	 in	clause	2	of	general	 instructions	 to	 the	bidders	within	five	days	 from	opening	of	
financial	bids.

v.	 In	light	of	Govt.	Notification	issued	by	Finance	Department	Civil	Secretariat	Vide	No.	A/24(2017)-651	dated:-	07-06-2018,	the	bidder	
must upload the copy of challan / receipt on  account of cost of tender documents remitted in the treasury concerned for that the 
bidders		must	write	an	application	to	be	addressed	to	treasury	officer	concerned	requesting	therein	for	remittance	of	amount	as	cost	of	
tender documents towards M. H. 0055/ Revenue (others).

vi. Treasury challan/ receipt indicating the name of work and e-NIT No. favouring  Executive Engineer PCD PHQ by crediting to M.H. 0055/
Revenue issued after the issuance of advertisement e-NIT No. & dateand upload the same.

No:- e-NIT/EE-PCD/PHQ/2025-26/6482-91 Sd/-
Dated: 19-07-2025. Executive Engineer
DIPK-4003-25  Police Construction Division
DT: 21/07/2025 PHQ, J&K, Jmu/Sgr.

Forms from 90.12 pc 
electors have been 
collected: ECI tells SC

IANS 

NEW DELHI: The Elec-
tion Commission of  India 
(ECI) has told the Supreme 
Court that, pursuant to its 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of  the electoral rolls 
in Bihar, enumeration 
forms from 90.12 per cent 
electors have already been 
collected.

In an affidavit filed 
before the top court, the 
poll body said that pursu-
ant to the SIR process, as 
on July 18, enumeration 
forms from 7. 11 crore out 
of  the 7.89 crore existing 
electors in Bihar, have 
already been collected and 
accounting for “deceased 
individuals, permanently 
shifted electors, and those 
enrolled in more than one 
place, the forms collec-
tion phase of  the SIR has 
effectively covered 94.68 
per cent of  the nearly 7.90 
crore-strong electorate in 
Bihar”.

As per the ECI, all politi-
cal parties have appreci-
ated the necessity and cor-
rectness of  the SIR exercise 
and have been cooperating 
and participating in its 
timely completion.

The poll body said that 
it undertook the SIT exer-
cise – the only legally rec-
ognised alternative under 
the existing legal frame-
work for a comprehensive, 
ground-up preparation 
of  the electoral rolls – to 
restore public confidence 
and address other con-
cerns like the presence of  
names of  deceased, shifted 
and non-citizens in the 
electoral rolls.

Responding to the peti-
tioners contention that 
there was no reason for 
such intensive electoral 
rolls revision in a poll-
bound state in such a short 
period of  time, the ECI, in 
its affidavit, said, “Given 
that it is a pan-India exer-
cise aimed, it was neces-

sary to commence the SIR 
with the State of  Bihar, 
which goes to polls in the 
middle of  November, in 
order to ensure that the 
purity of  electoral roll is 
maintained and ineligible 
voters are weeded out.”

The ECI is of  the view 

that accuracy and com-
pleteness of  the electoral 
roll is absolutely essential 
for democracy and the poll 
body has been charged 
with a constitutional duty 
to ensure its purity, it 
added.

The poll body said 
that the entire edifice of  
the petition challenging 
the SIR exercise rests on 
newspaper articles and col-
umns, which are "replete 
with misleading facts" and 
claimed that there has been 
a deliberate attempt to 
twist the narrative against 
the SIR exercise and por-
tray the poll body in a poor 
light.

“It is trite law that news-
paper articles do not con-
stitute reliable evidence 
on facts stated therein. 
This Hon'ble has held that 
judicial notice of  facts and 
figures stated in a news-
paper cannot be taken as 
such facts and figures are 

merely hearsay secondary 
evidence,” the affidavit 
said.

It added that the news-
paper articles relied upon 
by the petitioners to drum 
up a narrative of  exclu-
sion should be “discarded 
in totality” and such an 

impermissible methodol-
ogy would not deserve any 
indulgence from the top 
court.

Terming the pleas 
against the June 26 deci-
sion of  the poll body direct-
ing SIR as “pre-mature”, 
the ECI said that the con-
tentions raised in the peti-
tions are entirely unsus-
tainable.

“The allegation of  
exclusion of  any eligible 
voter based upon suspi-
cion is entirely incorrect 
and unsustainable. [T]he 
SIR exercise is inclusion-
ary and every attempt 
has been made by the ECI 
and its officials to ensure 
that no eligible elector is 
excluded from the elec-
toral roll,” said the affida-
vit, adding that there are 
“multiple layers of  checks 
at all stages of  the process” 
and no name of  any elec-
tor will be deleted from the 
electoral roll without due 

process and compliance 
with principles of  natural 
justice.

Saying that every effort 
has been made to ensure 
that no eligible electors 
stand excluded from the 
electoral roll, the ECI sub-
mitted that it has “special 
focus” directed towards 
the marginalised, old, poor, 
sick, etc. to facilitate their 
enrolment to the extent 
possible, including through 
deployment of  volunteers 
for obtaining eligibility 
documents.

As per the poll body, each 
elector who has submitted 
the enumeration form with 
or without documents will 
be included in the draft roll 
to be published on August 
1 and if  any elector who 
has been unable to submit 
his enumeration forms is 
entitled to seek inclusion in 
the final roll by submitting 
a claim in the prescribed 
form along with the decla-
ration.

“Therefore, any person 
excluded from the draft roll 
has another opportunity to 
be included by submission 
of  the form with declara-
tion and documents. This 
claims period is stipulated 
for another period of  thir-
ty-one days after the publi-
cation of  the draft roll till, 
i.e., 1 September 2025,” the 
ECI said.

After the completion 
of  the entire process, the 
final roll will be published 
on September 30, it added. 
As per the ECI, even after 
the publication of  the 
final roll, new electors can 
be enrolled up to the last 
date of  nominations of  the 
forthcoming Assembly 
elections in Bihar.

“This is an ongoing 
process in each election to 
maximise inclusion. Any 
apprehension of  huge/sub-
stantial ensure disenfran-
chisement is therefore mis-
leading and non-existent,” 
the affidavit said.

Vice President exits mid-term: Rajya 

Sabha to gear up for a new helm amid 

legislative crosscurrents
IANS 

NEW DELHI: The resig-
nation of  Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar has set 
in motion a constitutional 
and political transition 
that will unfold over the 
coming weeks.

With his departure now 
official, the process to 
elect a new Vice President 
- India’s second-highest 
constitutional office - will 
begin under Article 66 of  
the Constitution.

Until that election is con-
cluded, the Deputy Chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha will 
step in to discharge the Vice 
President’s parliamentary 
duties, including presid-
ing over proceedings in the 
Upper House. However, this 
temporary arrangement 
does not confer the title of  
Acting Vice President or 
confer broader constitu-
tional authority beyond the 
Rajya Sabha chairmanship.

Under the Constitution, 
the Election Commission 
must fill the vacancy “as 
soon as possible,” typically 
within six months. The new 
Vice President, once elected, 
will serve a full five-year 
term rather than simply 
completing the remainder 
of  Dhankhar’s tenure, says 
Supreme Court lawyer 
Pradeep Yadav.

Meanwhile, Dhankhar is 
not expected to continue in 
office in any capacity. Once 
the resignation takes effect 
- submitted formally to the 
President under Article 
67(a) - the role is vacated, 
and no provision allows for 

an interim return unless 
elected afresh.

This interregnum in 
the Rajya Sabha leader-
ship comes at a politically 
charged moment, coinciding 
with the Monsoon Session, 
when legislative activity is 
traditionally intense.

Dhankhar’s absence 
removes a vocal and com-
bative figure from the Upper 
House, potentially altering 
the tone of  parliamentary 
engagement. The Deputy 
Chairman, though insti-
tutionally competent, may 
adopt a more restrained 
posture as compared to 
Dhankhar’s assertive style.

As the government 
weighs its choice of  suc-
cessor, the nomination will 
reflect not just strategic cal-
culations ahead of  the 2026 
general elections but also 
the desired tenor of  parlia-
mentary discourse.

For the Opposition, this 
window offers a brief  pause 
to recalibrate tactics and 
potentially advocate for a 
less partisan figure in the 
constitutional role.

The outcome of the Vice 
Presidential election - and 

its immediate impact on the 
functioning of  the Rajya 
Sabha - will carry lasting 
implications for both gover-
nance and the choreography 
of Indian democracy.

In the interim, the 
Deputy Chairman of  the 
Rajya Sabha will assume 
responsibility for presid-
ing over proceedings in the 
Upper House. However, this 
is a procedural arrange-
ment and does not elevate 
the Deputy Chairman to the 
status of  Acting Vice Presi-
dent.

As advocate Pradeep 
Yadav clarified, the resig-
nation does not trigger a 
constitutional crisis - those 
are typically associated with 
the office of  the President. 
Nevertheless, constitu-
tional offices like the Vice 
President, Prime Minister, 
or President cannot be left 
vacant.

Dhankhar, having sub-
mitted his resignation under 
Article 67(a), is not expected 
to continue in any capacity 
until a successor is chosen. 
His exit comes during the 
Monsoon Session, a time of  
high legislative activity, and 
leaves a notable vacuum in 
the leadership of  the Rajya 
Sabha. Dhankhar, known 
for his combative parlia-
mentary style and proxim-
ity to the ruling BJP-led 
NDA, was often at the centre 
of  heated debate and proce-
dural contention.

His absence could 
momentarily alter the tone 
of  the Upper House, pos-
sibly making room for a 
more subdued or concilia-

tory approach depending on 
how the Deputy Chairman 
chooses to navigate the role.

Politically, the race to 
elect a new Vice Presi-
dent offers the NDA an 
opportunity to reaffirm its 
legislative posture ahead 
of  the 2026 general elec-
tions. A nominee echoing 
Dhankhar’s assertiveness 
could signal a continuation 
of combative parliamentary 
tactics, while a more moder-
ate figure might reflect stra-
tegic recalibration.

For the Opposition, the 
moment presents a slim 
opening to advocate for 
a less partisan occupant, 
though they remain numeri-
cally outmatched in both 
Houses. Beyond procedural 
implications, Dhankhar’s 
departure highlights the 
pressures of  high constitu-
tional office.

He is the third Vice 
President in Indian his-
tory to resign mid-term, 
joining VV Giri and R Ven-
kataraman - both of  whom 
resigned to ascend to the 
presidency. Dhankhar, how-
ever, appears to have exited 
public life permanently, 
with no indication of  a 
future political pivot.

As Parliament prepares 
for a transition at the top 
of  the Rajya Sabha, politi-
cal observers are watching 
closely. The government's 
choice of  successor will not 
only reflect electoral arith-
metic but also shape the 
texture of  future legislative 
discourse and the evolving 
choreography of  India’s 
constitutional institutions.

Maha govt to challenge HC’s acquittal of all 2006 Mumbai blast accused
IANS 

MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra government on Monday 
announced it will challenge 
the Bombay High Court’s 
acquittal of  12 accused 
in the 2006 Mumbai train 
blasts case.

Chief  Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis termed the 
court's verdict as "shock-
ing", saying that the state 
government will move the 
Supreme Court against it.

"I will go through the 
entire order. I have dis-
cussed it with the lawyers, 
and the high court verdict 
will be challenged in the 
Supreme Court," Fadnavis 
told reporters.

Earlier, the Bombay 
High Court on Monday in 
its major ruling acquitted 
12 accused in the July 11, 
2006 Mumbai blast case.

The verdict was given 
by a bench of  Justice Anil 
Kilor and Justice S Chan-
dak.

The High Court’s order 

is a major blow to the inves-
tigation agencies. With this 
decision, the sentences 
imposed by the special 
court earlier have been 
cancelled.

There were in all 13 
accused, of  whom one was 
already acquitted by the 
special court. The high 
court has ordered the 
release of  12, of  whom five 
were on death sentence and 
seven others on life impris-
onment, to be released 
from jail immediately.

The serial bomb blasts 
in a local train in Mumbai 
killed 187 people and 
injured more than 800. 
Five explosions took place 
in local trains in Mumbai 
in 11 minutes between 
Churchgate and Borivali 
stations.

The explosives used 
in the 2006 Mumbai train 
bomb blasts were a mix-
ture of  RDX and Ammo-
nium Nitrate. The bombs 
were packed into seven 
pressure cookers and put 

in bags. Forensic analysis 
confirmed the presence 
of  these explosives in the 
debris.

The serial bomb blasts 
were carried out by 
Islamic militants backed 
by Pakistan. During the 
attack, seven blasts ripped 
through trains in the eve-
ning rush hour. The Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) 
had filed a chargesheet 
in November 2006 under 
the Maharashtra Control 
of  Organised Crime Act 
(MCOCA) and the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA).

The Prosecution had 
argued that the attack 
was planned by Pakistan's 
intelligence agency ISI, 
and carried out by opera-
tives of  Pakistan-based 
militant group Lashkar-e-
Toiba with help from the 
Students' Islamic Move-
ment of  India, a banned 
Indian group.

However, the police and 
investigation agencies 

were unable to present 
evidence properly in the 
court, leading to the acquit-
tal of  12 accused after 19 
years languishing in jail.

In 2015, a special court 
convicted 12 accused in 
the case and sentenced 
five accused to death and 
seven others to life impris-
onment.

Faisal Sheikh, Asif  
Khan, Kamal Ansari, 
Ehtesham Siddiqui, and 
Naveed Khan were sen-
tenced to death. The 
accused had challenged 
this sentence in the High 
Court. The accused in the 
case had alleged that the 
police had beaten them up 
and recorded their state-
ments.

Due to this, the Bombay 
High Court had raised 
questions on the investiga-
tion by the Mumbai Police. 
The state government had 
filed the petition in the 
High Court to confirm the 
death sentence pronounced 
by the special court.

19 killed, 164 injured in Bangladesh 
Air Force jet crash in Dhaka 

IANS 

DHAKA: At least 19 
people, most of  them 
reportedly children, were 
killed and around 164 
injured when a Bangladesh 
Air Force training aircraft 
crashed into a school 
building in capital Dhaka 
Monday afternoon.

Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), the media 
division of  the Bangladesh 
Armed Forces, stated that 
the pilot of  the crashed 
training aircraft was among 
the 19 people who lost their 
lives in the accident.

According to the ISPR, 
the Bangladesh Air 
Force's F-7 BGI training 
aircraft took off  at 1:06 
pm, local time on Monday 
and crashed into the Mile-
stone School and College 
building in Dhaka's Uttara 
around 1.30 PM.

"As you all know, today 
an F-7 BJI fighter aircraft 
of  the Air Force made a 
crash landing at approxi-
mately 1:00 pm in the two-
story school building of  
our Milestone School and 
College's Uttara branch. 
On the first floor of  this 
two-story building, there 
were classes for third and 
fourth graders. On the 
second floor, there were 
classes for second and fifth 

graders. There was a meet-
ing room for the principal's 
office next to it. A coach-
ing class was in progress," 
Brigadier General Moham-
mad Zahed Kamal, the 
Director General of  Fire 
Service and Civil Defence, 
was quoted as saying by 
Bangladesh's leading Ben-
gali daily, Prothom Alo.

A Milestone College 
teacher told 'The Daily 
Star' newspaper that he 
was standing near the 
college building when the 
aircraft hit the front side 
of  the three-storey school 
building, trapping several 
students.

"The college teachers 
and staff  rushed to rescue 
the students. Members of  
the army arrived shortly 
afterwards, followed by 
firefighters who joined 
the rescue operation," the 
newspaper reported.

Members of  the Ban-
gladesh Army and eight 
engines of  Fire Service and 
Civil Defence rushed to the 
spot and started rescue 
operations, according to 
a fire service notification.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Tri-
bune reported that eght 
units from the Uttara, 
Tongi, Pallabi, Kurmitola, 
Mirpur, and Purbachal fire 
services are working at the 
scene.

India to equip 30 Myanmar 
security officers with essential 
peacekeeping skills

IANS 

NAYPYIDAW:  India-
Myanmar United Nations 
(UN) Peacekeeping Train-
ing Course, which began 
in Naypyidaw on Monday, 
will equip 30 mid-level offi-
cers of  Myanmar security 
forces with essential peace-
keeping skills in conflict 
situations.

The 14-day training 
programme, being held 
from July 21 to August 
1, is conducted by New 
Delhi's Centre for UN 
Peacekeeping (CUNPK), 
with major focus on de-
escalation, conflict man-
agement and protection 
of  civilians.

The training course 
would be conducted by 
a three-member Indian 
Mobile Training team 
from the CUNPK, pre-
paring mid level officers 
from Myanmar security 
forces with necessary 
and essential skills for 
peacekeeping.

Seven similar training 
programmes have been 
conducted between India 
and Myanmar from 2016 
to 2019.

India's Ambassador to 
Myanmar, Abhay Thakur 
and the Vice Chairman of  
the State Administration 
Council and Deputy Prime 
Minister Vice Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win inaugurated 
the training programme 
on Monday.

The Indian Ambas-
sador recapitulated 
India's commitment to 
the programme as well 
as constitutionalism and 
federalism in the context 
of  Myanmar's ongoing 

peace process.
Thakur also men-

tioned India's significant 
contribution to interna-
tional peacekeeping, 
recalling its assistance 
with over 290,000 peace-
keepers since 1950, 
along with over 5000 
peacekeepers currently 
deployed in nine out of  
11 active UN Missions.

Focusing on enabling 
participants with the 
skills to de-escalate and 
manage conflicts, rules 
of  engagement for pro-
tection of  civilians and 
operational planning in 
complex peacekeeping 
operations, the CUNPK 
will also provide practi-
cal insights for execut-
ing missions in diverse 
and challenging condi-
tions and maintaining 
stability.

Defence cooperation 
has been a strong pillar 
of  bilateral relations 
between the two coun-
tries. High-level visits, 
enhanced training, capac-
ity building and support 
in provision of  specific 
equipment and technolo-
gies have led to a more 
wholesome relationship 
and better understand-
ing of  mutual security 
concerns.

Additionally,  India 
has been of fering ave-
nues of  capacity build-
ing to Myanmar under 
various schemes l ike 
Indian Technical  and 
Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC),  Indian Coun-
cil  for Cultural Af fairs 
( ICCR)  Scholarships 
a n d  o t h e r  t r a i n i n g 
prog rammes.
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Bumrah to play fourth Test; Pant on track to keep as well
AGENCIES

With confirmation that 
Jasprit Bumrah will 
play the fourth Test 

against England at Old Traf-
ford, India's team combination 
following their injury crisis 
after the Lord's fixture is fall-
ing into place.

"So far, we only know that 
Jassi [Bumrah] bhai will play," 
Mohammed Siraj said in Man-
chester on Monday when asked 
about India's pace attack, which 
looked likely to be disrupted 
with injuries to Akash Deep 
and Arshdeep Singh.

Apart from Bumrah's avail-
ability, the other good news for 
India two days before the Test 
was that Rishabh Pant, who 
had suffered a finger injury at 
Lord's, came through a train-
ing session that lasted over two 
hours. India are still sweating 
on Akash Deep's groin niggle 
and will give him time to recov-
er.

With allrounder Nitish 
Kumar Reddy, who played the 
second and third Tests and 
impressed at Lord's as the 
fourth seamer, now ruled out of  
the series with injury, specialist 
batter Sai Sudharsan is likely to 
return to the XI. Sudharsan had 
played the first Test at Heading-
ley and made scores of  0 and 30 
but was left out for offspinning 

allrounder Washington Sundar 
at Edgbaston and Lord's. If  
Sudharsan returns, India 
could replace Washington with 
Shardul Thakur if  the condi-
tions warrant a fourth seamer 
instead of  a second spinner.

Akash Deep's fitness remains 

the big question. He bowled at 
the training session on Monday, 
but only into bowling coach 
Morne Morkel's mitt. The medi-
cal staff  and decision-makers 
will monitor him over the next 
two days to decide if  he is fit and 
can last the duration of  a Test 

match. There could be tempta-
tion to rest him if  Bumrah plays 
at Old Trafford but misses the 
fifth Test at The Oval, which 
starts three days after the 
fourth Test ends.

While this will be the 
third of  the three Tests that 

Bumrah planned to play in 
this five-match series due to 
workload management, there 
is a chance the Manchester 
weather might reduce the 
strain on him. As things 
stand, the forecast is for 
light showers on the first 

two days and the fifth day at 
Old Trafford. If  the series is 
alive at The Oval, don't rule 
out Bumrah playing a fourth 
Test.

If  Akash isn't fit to play at 
Old Trafford, the third fast 
bowler will be one of  Prasidh 
Krishna, who played the first 
two Tests, or the uncapped 
Anshul Kamboj, who was 
brought in as cover. Prasidh's 
average of  55.16 and economy 
of  5.33 in the series might sug-
gest a lack of  control, but in the 
first two Tests he was asked by 
the team to bowl spells of  sus-
tained short-pitched bowling, 
which brought him two wickets 
at Headingley but went for runs 
at Edgbaston.

If  Kamboj, 24, gets his Test 
cap, it won't be as desperate a 
selection as it sounds. He has 
been on the selectors' radar and 
is known to extract more seam 
movement than most, which 
could make him a like-for-like 
replacement for Akash Deep. 
Kamboj has 79 first-class wick-
ets at an average of  22.88 since 
2022. He comes with the approv-
al of  Chennai Super Kings' MS 
Dhoni, who complimented his 
seam movement during this 
year's IPL.

While the identity of  India's 
third seamer remains uncer-
tain, there was more certainty 
around Pant, who copped a 

blow on his left index finger 
while wicketkeeping during the 
first innings at Lord's. He didn't 
keep for the rest of  the Test but 
batted in both innings. India 
were confident there was no 
fracture, but they didn't want 
to risk making it worse.

On Monday, Pant went 
through wicket-keeping drills 
and batted comfortably in the 
nets. The only doubt around 
Pant was that, unlike at Lord's, 
he will not be able to get a sub-
stitute wicketkeeper at Old 
Trafford if  he aggravates the 
same injury in-game. For a 
while, Dhruv Jurel was in con-
tention to keep in the fourth 
Test, with Pant likely to play as 
a specialist batter, but his per-
formance at the nets on Monday 
should settle those doubts.

India are trailing 2-1 in the 
Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy, 
after losing the first Test at 
Headingley and the third at 
Lord's.

India squad for fourth Test
Shubman Gill (capt), 

Rishabh Pant (vc & wk), Yashas-
vi Jaiswal, KL Rahul, Sai Sud-
harsan, Abhimanyu Easwaran, 
Karun Nair, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Dhruv Jurel (WK), Washing-
ton Sundar, Shardul Thakur, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed 
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Akash 
Deep, Kuldeep Yadav, Anshul 
Kamboj. -(ESPNCRICINFO)

4th Test: Dawson returns to England Test side 
after eight years, replaces injured Bashir

IANS 

MANCHESTER: Liam 
Dawson is set to make 
a remarkable return to 
Test cricket after eight 
years as England named 
him in the playing XI for 
the fourth Test of  the 
A n d e r s o n - Te n d u l k a r 
Trophy series against 
India at Old Trafford, 
starting on Wednesday.

The 35-year-old replaces 
off-spinner Shoaib Bashir, 
who suffered a fractured 
finger during the Lord’s 
Test. Despite the injury, 
Bashir bowled through 
pain to take the final wicket 
and help England clinch a 
2-1 lead in the series.

Bashir has since under-
gone surgery, with a wire 
inserted in his left pinkie 
to aid recovery. In his 
absence, Dawson — who 
last played a Test in July 

2017 against South Africa 
— steps in to add spin 
variety with his left-arm 
orthodox bowling and bat-
ting depth at No. 8.

The call-up is a full-cir-
cle moment for Dawson, 
who appeared to be out of  
the national setup until 

earlier this summer, when 
he was recalled to the T20I 
side after three years. He 
made an immediate impact 
with figures of  4 for 20 
against the West Indies in a 
match captained by Harry 
Brook.

"He's a wily, old fox," 
Brook said at Old Trafford. 
"He's very experienced and 
a very skilful cricketer. 
He's played everywhere, 
played against everyone, 
so hopefully he can have 
an amazing performance 
this week.

"As we've seen over the 
Test series, the footholes 
have been for the left-
handed batters outside 
off, so hopefully he can 
land it in the footholes and 
create a bit of  spice and 
some opportunities to take 
wickets."

Brook also praised Daw-
son's mindset: "He's willing 

to always fight for the team, 
he's very competitive, and 
it's good to have him here."

Dawson’s domestic form 
has been outstanding. 
Since 2021, he has taken 12 
of  his 15 career five-wicket 
hauls and scored nine cen-
turies. His 2024 campaign 
was capped with the PCA 
Men’s Player of  the Year 
award, a testament to his 
all-round prowess.

England have kept 
the rest of  their side 
unchanged, with Jamie 
Smith continuing as wick-
etkeeper. The hosts will 
look to seal the series with 
a win in Manchester.

England XI: Zak Craw-
ley, Ben Duckett, Ollie 
Pope, Joe Root, Harry 
Brook, Ben Stokes (capt), 
Jamie Smith (wk), Liam 
Dawson, Chris Woakes, 
Brydon Carse, Jofra 
Archer.

Football: Liverpool set to sign striker 

Ekitike from Eintracht Frankfurt
IANS 

LONDON: Liverpool have 
officially announced that 
they have reached an 
agreement with Eintracht 
Frankfurt over the signing 
of  striker Hugo Ekitike 
in a deal worth 79 million 
pounds (106 million U.S. 
dollars). In a statement 
released on Monday, the 
English club confirmed: 
"The Reds and the German 
outfit have struck a trans-
fer deal said to be worth 
69 million pounds plus 10 
million pounds in add-ons."

Ekitike is expected to 
travel to Merseyside later 
this week to undergo a 
medical and finalise a 
long-term contract with 
manager Arne Slot's team, 
reports Xinhua.

The 23-year-old French-
man was an unused sub-

stitute in Ein-
tracht's pre-season 
friendly on Sat-
urday as negotia-
tions regarding his 
future continued. 
Ekitike scored 22 
goals in 48 appear-
ances across all 
competitions last 
season, helping 
Eintracht secure 
qualification for 
the Champions 
League.

Born at Reims in 
the Marne district 
of  France, Hugo 
Ekitike started his senior 
career at 18 with Stade de 
Reims with their reserves 
team in 2019-21 and then 
progressed to represent 
the first team from 2020-
23. Soon after joining the 
Reims first team, he was 
sent on a loan deal to 

Danish club Vejle Bold-
klub in 2021 and then to 
Paris SaiBorn to a Camer-
oonian father and a French 
mother at Reims in the 
Marne district of  France,

Hugo Ekitike started 
his senior career with 
Reims B team in 2019-21 

and then progressed 
to represent the first 
team from 2020-23. 
Soon after joining 
the Reims first team, 
he was sent on a loan 
deal to Danish club 
Vejle Boldklub in 
2021 and then to Paris 
Saint-Germain from 
2022-23.

At the end of  his 
loan stint, he was 
signed up by PSG in 
2023, from where he 
was sent on loan to 
Eintracht Frankfurt 
after playing just 

one match in the 2023-24 
season. In 2024, Frunkfurt 
signed him on a permanent 
basis 2024.

At the international 
stage, Hugo Ekitike played 
for the France U20 and U21 
teams, making six and five 
appearances respectively.


