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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

        CMYK                CMYK        

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Srinagar   Friday 18, July  2025 Vol: 16 Issue No: 164 Pages: 08 Price:  1/- (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa) RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication LGSSK will begin operations immediately from its offices 

at Civil Secretariat in both Jammu & Srinagar. It reaffirms 
my commitment to uphold welfare & dignity of our soldiers 
by ensuring timely & structured redressal of their civilian 
concerns through an institutional platform.

LG Sinha Calls On 
PM Modi In Delhi

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Thursday called 
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in the national 
capital.

In a post on X, PMO 
India, said, “Lieutenant 
Governor of  Jammu & 
Kashmir, Shri @mano-
jsinha, met Prime Minis-
ter @narendramodi.”

The meeting came 
amidst heightened admin-
istrative and security 
focus in the Union Terri-
tory.

Though details about 
what transpired during 
the meeting remained 
undisclosed, the interac-
tion hinted at ongoing 
coordination between the 
Centre and the UT’s top 
leadership.  

Pertinently, LG Sinha 
met PM Modi a day after 
he stated that J&K’s state-
hood would be restored at 
an appropriate time as 
promised by the Prime 
Minister and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah. P-06

    Sainik Sahayta Kendra

LG Establishes 
Cell for Soldiers’ 
Grievances 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Lieuten-
ant Governor of  Jammu 
& Kashmir has accorded 
sanction for the establish-
ment of  the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Sainik Sahayta 
Kendra (LGSSK), a dedicated 
institutional mechanism to 
assist and address civilian 
grievances of  serving sol-
diers from the Indian Armed 
Forces and Central Armed 
Police Forces.

 The Kendra, constituted 
under Government Order 
No. 933-JK(GAD) of  2025 
dated 17.07.2025, aims to pro-
vide systematic grievance 
redressal support to soldiers 
who are either posted in the 
Union Territory of  Jammu & 
Kashmir or originally belong 

to the UT and are presently 
serving in other parts of  the 
country.

Functioning as a Soldiers' 
Assistance and Liaison Cell, 
the Kendra shall serve as 
a single-window platform 
for receiving, assessing, 
and facilitating resolu-
tion of  grievances submit-
ted by soldiers. It will also 
arrange appointments with 
concerned civil or police 
officials at the district level, 
follow up on pending mat-
ters, maintain a performance 
dashboard for monitoring, 
and submit quarterly perfor-
mance reports to the Hon’ble 
Lieutenant Governor. The 
Kendra will begin operations 
immediately from its offices 
at the Civil Secretariat in 
both Jammu and P-06

RISHI SURI

SRINAGAR: A recent article 
published in The Diplomat, 
titled “A Kashmir Diary: War-
Ravaged Families Await Relief  
as Statehood Remains Elu-
sive,” paints a bleak, sorrow-
ful portrait of  Kashmir, one 
in which families are broken, 
governance is absent, and 
relief  remains a distant dream. 
While the anguish of  those 
affected by cross-border shell-
ing is undeniable and deserves 
empathy, the article falls into 
a familiar pattern that has 
long characterized sections of  
Western media: telling Kash-
mir’s story solely through the 
lens of  suffering and dysfunc-
tion, with little attention to the 
complex, incremental progress 
unfolding across the region.

There is no denying that 
conflict has left deep scars on 
the region and that the chal-
lenges of  rebuilding lives in the 
wake of  violence are immense. 
But it is equally important to 
acknowledge that Kashmir 
today is not the frozen-in-time 
warzone often depicted in 
selective reportage. Far from 
it. Kashmir is slowly, steadily 
charting a course towards sta-
bility and renewal, socially, 
economically, and adminis-
tratively. The return of  demo-
cratic processes is one of  the 
clearest indicators of  this shift. 
The provincial elections held 
in September 2024 witnessed 
a robust voter turnout of  over 

60%, a strong signal that ordi-
nary Kashmiris believe in 
institutions and want a say 
in shaping their future. These 
were not hollow rituals of  

democracy, they were a sign of  
political participation reawak-
ening at the grassroots level.

Much of  the article’s emo-
tional core rests on accounts 

of  villagers who have received 
inadequate or delayed com-
pensation for homes damaged 
by shelling. These stories are 
tragic, but they are not being 
ignored. State authorities, 
including the newly elected 
local government, have initi-
ated administrative reviews to 
address gaps in relief. Emer-
gency shelters were mobi-
lized in high-risk zones, and 
multiple rounds of  dialogue 
between the Union Territory 
administration and central 
authorities are currently 
underway to expedite aid. Are 
these measures perfect? Cer-
tainly not. But to suggest that 
Kashmiris are “forgotten” or 
“without recourse” is a gross 
misrepresentation of  ongoing 
efforts and the functioning of  
local governance.

Security dynamics too are 
more nuanced than the article 
suggests. It describes a land-
scape of  unchecked violence 
and despair following a break-
down in ceasefire understand-
ings. Yet the reality is that 
after a brief  escalation in May 
2025, both India and Pakistan 
reaffirmed their commitment 
to the ceasefire. Border inci-
dents, while tragic, have not 
spiraled into broader instabil-
ity. Civilian security has, in 
fact, improved over the last two 
years, aided by increased sur-
veillance, better coordination 
among agencies, and commu-
nity preparedness initiatives. 
Again, these details P-06

“A KASHMIR DIARY: WAR-RAVAGED FAMILIES AWAIT RELIEF AS STATEHOOD Remains 
Elusive,” paints a bleak, sorrowful portrait of Kashmir, one in which families are broken, governance is absent, and relief 
remains a distant dream. While the anguish of those affected by cross-border shelling is undeniable and deserves empathy,

...Stresses On Enhancing Its Heritage Appeal

CM Omar Inspects 
Mubarak Mandi Restoration

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Thursday 
reviewed the ongoing resto-
ration and development of  
the historic Mubarak Mandi 
Complex in Jammu.

Accompanied by Advisor 
Nasir Aslam Wani and MLA 
Yudhvir Sethi, the Chief  
Minister visited the site and 
received a detailed briefing 
on the multi-phase project 
aimed at reviving the archi-
tectural grandeur of  the 
former Dogra royal palace.

Principal Secretary Cul-

ture, Brij Mohan Sharma, 
provided an overview of  the 
project’s implementation, 
while Executive Director of  
the Mubarak Mandi Heritage 
Society, Deepika Sharma, 
gave a presentation outlin-
ing its various components.

The briefing gave details 
of  how each zone will depict 
a distinct cultural theme. 
Under the Jammu Smart 
City Mission, some inno-
vative initiatives such as a 
library-cum-café in the com-
plex would be available for 
the public within a historic 
setting. P-06

PM Modi Secured The Country: Amit Shah
Says In Cong Rule People Faced Terror Attacks Every Day

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Stating that during 
Congress rule, the country had 
to face terror attacks almost 
every day, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Thursday said 
that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during his tenure has done 
the biggest job of  securing the 
country.

Addressing a function in 
Jaipur Shah, while referring to 
the actions taken against terror-
ism by PM Modi led regime, said, 
“When the Uri attack occurred, 
PM Modi took a decisive action 
and a surgical strike was car-
ried out. Following the Pulwama 
attack, an airstrike was done, 
and when an attack took place 
in Pahalgam, Operation Sindoor 
was launched, targeting terror-
ists within Pakistan and elimi-
nating them.”

The Union Home Minister, 
said, “A strong message has 
gone out to the world that no one 
should mess with India’s citi-
zens, its borders or its defence 
forces, and those who do so will 
have to face consequences.”

Referring to 'Operation Sin-
door' launched after the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack, Shah 
said , "PM Modi has conveyed a 
powerful message to the world 
that India’s citizens, armed 
forces, and borders P-06

...Reaches Leh 

Kavinder Gupta To Take Oath 
As Ladakh’s New LG Today

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Kavinder 
Gupta, former deputy 
chief  minister of  
Jammu & Kash-
mir and veteran 
BJP leader, is set 
to be sworn in as 
the Lieutenant 
Governor of  Ladakh 
on Friday morning at 
Leh.

Official sources said that 
Gupta would be adminis-
tered the oath of  office by 
chief  Justice of  High Court 
of  Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, Justice Arun Palli, 
tomorrow morning at Leh.

His warrant of  appoint-
ment is likely to be read out 
by chief  secretary Pawan 
Kotwal. The oath ceremony, 
scheduled to take place at Raj 
Niwas at 9:30 am, would be 
attended by Chief  Executive 
Councilors and Executive 

Councilors of  Leh and Kargil 
Hill Councils, representa-

tives of  Leh Apex Body 
and Kargil Demo-

cratic Alliance, 
as well as senior 
officers from civil 
administration 
and police.

The LG-des-
ignate arrived in 

Ladakh today and 
received a warm welcome 

at Leh’s Kushok Bakula 
Rinpoche airport. Justice 
Pillai also reached Leh today 
to administer the oath to 
Gupta.

Gupta, was deputy CM 
in Mehooba Mufti-led PDP-
BJP government, which col-
lapsed in June 2018 following 
withdrawal of  support to it 
by BJP, citing deteriorating 
security situation in the erst-
while state.

Gupta has become the 
first politician to P-06

    9,000 Pilgrims Still Visit Holy Cave

Amarnath Yatra Halted For 

A Day After Heavy Rains

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

SRINAGAR:  The Amar-
nath Yatra was suspended 
on Thursday from Jammu 
and the twin routes of  Baltal 
and Pahalgam due to heavy 
rainfall and adverse weather 
conditions. Despite this, over 
9,000 pilgrims performed dar-
shan at the holy cave today.

An official, said no fresh 
batch of  pilgrims was allowed 
to proceed from Jammu 
towards the two base camps. 
The Border Roads Organisa-

tion (BRO) has deployed addi-
tional personnel and machin-
ery to carry out urgent repair 
and maintenance on the dam-
aged tracks.

“Due to continuous rainfall 
over the last couple of  days, 
critical repairs are needed 
on both routes. Therefore, no 
movement has been allowed 
towards the Holy Cave today. 
However, pilgrims who stayed 
at the Panjtarni camp over-
night are being allowed to 
descend towards Baltal under 
the supervision of  BRO and 

Mountain Rescue Teams. 
The Yatra is likely to resume 
tomorrow, subject to weather 
conditions,” said Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri.

This marks the first sus-
pension of  the Yatra this 
year from both Jammu and 
the twin base camps simulta-
neously.

As the weather improved, 
9,020 pilgrims managed to 
perform darshan at the holy 
cave today. These included 
6,345 male pilgrims, 2,232 
females, 132 children, 112 
sadhus, 12 sadhvis, and two 
transgender devotees. Addi-
tionally, 185 security person-
nel also paid obeisance.

Since the Yatra began on 
July 3, a total of  2,56,233 pil-
grims have visited the holy 
cave, officials said.

Meanwhile, the Indian 
Army today rescued about 
500 Amarnath pilgrims who 
were stranded because of  
landslides triggered by heavy 
rains, and shifted P-06

DGP Calls For Real-Time Intelligence 
Sharing To Secure Sensitive Zones

AGENCIES

JAMMU, JUL 17 : Director 
General of  Police (DGP) Nalin 
Prabhat on Thursday called for 
inter-agency synergy, real-time 
intelligence sharing, and tech-
nology-enabled surveillance to 
secure sensitive zones near the 
borders.

According to the details avail-
able with the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
DGP Prabhat visited forward 
areas along the Line of  Con-
trol (LoC) in Jammu and asked 
the officers to secure areas like 
Akhnoor, which have histori-
cally been prone to cross-border 
attempts by terrorist groups and 
smuggling networks.

An official said the DGP visited 
the Buchohemandi area, a stra-
tegically important area along 
the LoC.

DGP Prabhat was accompa-
nied by IGP Jammu Zone Bhim 
Sen Tuti, IGP CRPF Jammu 
Sector, Gopala K. Rao, DIG JSK 
Range, Shiv Kumar Sharma, 
SSP Jammu, Joginder Singh, 
and senior officers of  the Indian 
Army deployed in the sector.

The DGP, according to the offi-

cials, was briefed comprehensive-
ly by the Army authorities on the 
border security grid, with specific 
focus on vulnerabilities, surveil-
lance infrastructure, JKP-Army 
coordination, and preparedness 
of  ground units to respond to any 
cross-border threat.

The visit also aimed at assess-
ing the terrain, visibility advan-
tage, and layout of  defensive posi-
tions in the forward area.

The presence of  senior leader-
ship from the J&K Police, CRPF, 
and Indian Army underlined the 
strategic focus on joint operation-
al readiness in the border zones, 
the official added—(KNO)

Jhelum, Other Stream Witness 
Significant Rise As Rains Bring Relief

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: The recent 
spells of  rainfall in Kashmir 
have significantly raised 
the water levels in the river 
Jhelum and its tributar-
ies, providing much-needed 
relief  to the agriculture and 
horticulture sectors, the offi-
cial data here revealed.

According to the latest 
readings by the Irrigation 
and Flood Control Depart-
ment as accessed, July 17, 
the Jhelum was flowing as 
Sangam: 9.50 ft (flood mark: 
21 ft); Pampore: 1.55 m (flood 
mark: 4.5 m); Munshi Bagh: 
9.57 ft (flood mark: 18 ft); 
Asham: 5.33 ft (flood mark: 14 
ft); and Wullar Lake: 1575.08 
m (full level: 1578.00 m).

The data also revealed 
that tributary levels were 
also higher but still below 
danger marks as Vishow 
Nallah at Khudwani: 5.36 m 
(flood mark: 7.75 m); Rambi-
yara Nallah at Wachi: 0.40 m 
(flood mark: 5.4 m); Lidder 
Nallah at Batkoot: 0.67 m 
(flood mark: 1.5 m); and 
Sindh Nallah at Doderhama: 
1.84 m (flood mark: 3.65 m).

Notably, KNO had already 
reported on July 16, that 
water levels were expected 
to increase as rainfall accu-
mulation from upper catch-
ments would reflect with a 
delay.

In the earlier report, it was 
noted that the water level at 
Sangam was 3.85 ft, Munshi 
Bagh at 5.94 ft, and P-06
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                      HEALTH & MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, GOVT, OF J&K

        GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, ANANTNAG
                       COLLEGE CAMPUS, DIALGAM ANANTNAG J&K-192210 

Email ID: admsection.gmca@qmail.com | gmcanantnag2018@gmail.com

Subject:  Selection of candidate for the tenure post of Senior Resident in the Department of Psychiatry, Government Medical 
College Anantnag.

NOTIFICATION NO.: 03 GMCA OF 2025 
DATED: 17-07-2025

Whereas, this office vide Advertisement Notice No. 02 GMCA (RA) of 2025 dated 11.02.2025 invited applications from the eligible 
candidates possessing requisite qualification for filling up tenure posts of Senior Resident/Tutor (in-service/not in-service doctors) in 
the various disciplines of Government Medical College, Anantnag as per Criteria/Policy Guidelines for eligibility/selection of the tenured 
positions of Senior Residents/Tutors issued vide Government Order No. 383-JK (HME) of 2024 dated 20.06.2024; and

Whereas, the written test of the said post in the discipline of Psychiatry was conducted on 27.04.2025 at Main Campus Dialgam 
GMC Anantnag; and

Whereas, the merit list of the candidates who have appeared in the said written test was notified vide notification dated 09.05.2025; 
and

Whereas, 02 vacancies were available in the discipline of Psychiatry and accordingly 02 candidates were engaged vide this office 
order No.'s 274 GMCA of 2025 dated 14.05.2025 and 290 GMCA of 2025 dated 26.05.2025; and

Whereas, 01 vacancy occurred in the discipline of Psychiatry due to resignation of one candidate.
Therefore, in view of above, below mentioned candidate falling next in merit is hereby selected for the post of Senior Resident in the 

discipline of Psychiatry.

  S. No. Applicant Name Qualification Whether In-service Discipline/ Department Status

1. Dr Raja Abdul Rouf Ganai MBBS, MD No Psychiatry Selected

The above candidate is hereby directed to report to the Office of the Principal, Government Medical College Anantnag along with the 
following documents within 07 days from the date of issuance of this notification, for submission of online form through Employee 
Verification System (EVS) for verification of character and antecedents: -
1. Application form (in coloured).
2. Photocopies of all uploaded certificates.

However, if the candidate fails to report to the Office of Principal, Government Medical College Anantnag within the stipulated time, 
his selection in the concerned discipline shall forfeit without any further notice.
No. GMCA/Estt/2025/4819-24  Principal/Dean, 
Dated: V-V -07-2025  Govt. Medical College, 
 Anantnag.

DIPK-3824-25
DT: 17/07/2025

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, ED-2ND, RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR

NEAR SILK FACTORY RAJBAGH SRINAGAR
email: xened2nd@gmail.com  Tel/Fax : 01942311374

 e-NIT No: ED-II/05 of 2025-26 Dated : 15-07-2025
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL), e-bids are invited from Reputed 
Contractors having Valid A-Class Electrical Contractor License or equivalent license issued by Chief Electrical Inspector of J&KPDD / Relevant 
issuing authority / Registered Firms / Bidders enlisted with CPWD / MES / Railways for the following work:-

1 Name of the Work
R&M of existing 25KVA Distribution Transformers (4Nos.) by way of shifting of same from Tilted PCC poles to new ST 
Poles alongwith allied works at Umerabad,Peerbagh-ESD-Baghat under Capex Budget 2025-26  – (Scheme Code : 
PDDSS2526100096)

2. Estimated Cost Rs 4.52 Lacs
3 AAA & TS Accorded
4 Position of funds Available under Capex Budget 2025-26

The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in.  Interested bidders may view or download the e-Bid document, seek 
clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to date as per the details mentioned in the table below :

A Date & Time of Downloading of Standard Bidding 
Document

The Standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in 
from 19-07-2025; 10:00 AM

B Clarifications Start Date 19/07/25, 10:00 AM
C Clarifications End Date 25/07/25, 04:30 PM

D
e-Bid Submission (Start) Date & Time (Submission of 
e- tender fee, EMD and other supporting documents in 
PDF/XLS format)

26/07/25, 10.00 AM

E
e-Bid Submission (End) Date & Time (Submission of  
e- tender fee, EMD and other supporting documents in 
PDF/XLS format)

11/08/25, 02:30 PM

F Online e-Bid Opening Date & Time 12/08/25, 02.30 PM
G Venue of Opening of Technical & Financial e-Bids Office of the Executive Engineer, KPDCL,  ED-2 nd,  Rajbagh,  Sr inagar 
H Cost of e-Bid Document (e-challan/TR) Rs. 200/-  (Rupees Five Hundred Only)  (Non-Refundable)

I Amount of EMD/Performance Security Deposit
EMD for Rs 9040/-  (Rupees Nine Thousand Forty Only) to be furnished and uploaded 
by all bidders for tender participation and Performance Security Deposit for an amount 
equal to 5% of the value of contract (to be furnished by L1 only)  

1. The  bidders  need  to submit  the  proof/Cost of e-Bid document as stated  in the  above  table through e-Challan/Treasury Receipt 
pledged to Executive Engineer, KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar to be Credited to M.H-0801-Power payable at Srinagar. The scanned 
copy of the e-Challan/Treasury Receipt must be enclosed along with the e-Bids. No Demand Draft shall be accepted. No Bidder shall be 
exempted from depositing Cost of e-Bid document even if agency/bidder is MSME

2.  All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee for tender participation by 
all bidders, pledged to the Executive Engineer, KPDCL,ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar. No Interest would be payable on EMD/Performance 
Security deposited with the Department. No Bidder shall be exempted from depositing Cost of e-Bid document even if agency/bidder 
is MSME. The e-Bids of the bidders not submitting the certified copies of above mentioned documents at S.No. (1) and (2) in scanned 
form shall liable to be rejected.

3. Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD needs to be submitted only by the lowest tenderer instantly after opening of e-NIT and must 
be pledged to the Executive Engineer, KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar. The same must be submitted to this office within 03 days 
positively for award of contract.

4. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on 
indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An 
authority letter of bidder’s representative will be required to be produced.

5.  The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The decision 
of department will be final and binding.

6.  In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being declared a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for 
opening of e-Bids shall be the following working day at the appointed time and place.

7.  All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas 
Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD. Also, Signed and Stamped Copy 
of SBD is required to be uploaded.

8.  To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate’ - (DSC) Class-III (b) as per Information Technology 
Act-2000, to participate in online bidding.

9.  Hard Copy of requisite documents shall be required to be submitted only by the Lowest Tenderer with original Performance Security and 
e-Challan/Treasury Receipt instantly after opening of e-NIT pledged to Executive Engineer, KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar.

10.  The Name of the Work/Job along with e-NIT reference should be superscripted in Bold letters on the envelope and the Name/Firm of the 
Lowest Bidder should be clearly written on the cover.

 It may  be  noted  that  the  hard  copy  should  be an exact  replica  of  the uploaded  offer documents by the Lowest Tenderer.
 Documents uploaded on the website shall be treated as final.
11. As per Finance Department Circular No. 01  (Adm) FD of 2025 Dated: 08-07-2025, “Every participating bidder/contractor to mandatorily 

disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. No payments shall be released by the 
Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered number of the successful bidder.”

12.  Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
No : ED-II/6354-57/Ts Sd/-
Dated : 15-07-2025 Executive Engineer
DIPK-NB-1199-25 KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh
DT: 17/07/2025 Srinagar  

Several Delegations call on 
CM Omar at Public Outreach 
Office in Jammu

DC Sgr inspects progress of renovation 

works on Khankah-e-Naqshband (RA)
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Akshay Labroo conducted 
an on-site inspection of  
the ongoing restoration/ 
renovation works on the 
Khanqah-e-Naqshband 
Sahib (RA) at Khawaja 
Bazar and historic Aali 
Masjid at Eidgah being 
executed under the Preser-
vation of  Heritage Scheme 
of  the Government to pre-
serve the rich cultural and 
architectural heritage in 
the district.

At Khanqah-e-Naqsh-
band Sahib (RA) at Kha-
waja Bazar Nowhatta in 
Shahr-e-Khaas area of  the 
district, DC took on spot 
review of  the Rs 3.37 crore 
project for renovation, res-
toration and development 
of  Khanqah on heritage 
pattern.

On the occasion, DC 
said that the project is of  
significant heritage impor-
tance, aiming to preserve 
and restore historical 
architectural aesthetics of  
centuries old Khankah-e-

Naqshband Sahib (RA), a 
spiritual and architectural 
landmark in the Shahr-e-
Khaas area of  Srinagar 
district.

The DC was given a 
detailed appraisal of  the 
works taken up as per 
approved DPR for restora-
tion, revival, preservation 
and maintenance of  heri-
tage architecture of  the 600 
years old historic Khankahi 
Naqashband Sahib (RA). 
He was informed that the 
project includes structural 
conservation, retaining the 

original exterior appear-
ance of wooden architecture 
& ornamentation, restora-
tion of  wooden elements on 
the exterior façade, installa-
tion of  khatamband ceiling 
with papier mache work in 
the central hall.

Similarly, DC visited 
the historical Aali Masjid 
in the Eidgah area and took 
on the site review of  the 
Rs 3.28 crore project being 
executed for its preserva-
tion and conservation on 
heritage pattern.

While taking stock of  

the ongoing works under 
the heritage conservation 
project, DC stressed that 
conservation efforts must 
retain original aesthetic & 
heritage.

It was informed that the 
project include works of  
water proofing solution to 
prevent the water seepage 
in the floor, waterproofing 
painting on the rooftop, 
khatamband on the outer 
open area of  the Masjid 
with paper machie, aslar 
stone work on the outer 
side of  the plinth and other 
works.

He directed the con-
cerned executing agency to 
accelerate the pace of  work 
on the prestigious project 
with quality and strictly 
adhere to the set timelines.

During the visit, DC 
was accompanied by 
Chief  Planning Offi-
cer, Fayaz Ahmad Dar, 
Executive Engineers of  
R&B, SMC, PHE, PDD, 
Tehsildar, Khanyar, Teh-
sildar Eidgah, Officers 
of  Archives & Archeol-
ogy and other concerned 
departments.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Several depu-
tations and individuals 
Thursday called on Chief  
Minister Omar Abdullah 
at the Public Outreach 
Office, Raabita, Jammu, 
and apprised him of  vari-
ous issues, grievances and 
sector-specific demands.

The visiting delegations 
and individuals expressed 
gratitude for the govern-
ment’s open-door policy 
and brought forth impor-
tant concerns from diverse 
sectors including infra-
structure, automobile, 
education, industry, sports, 
adventure tourism, and 
welfare of  specially-abled 
children.

Ms. Kavita Shirvaikar, 
Managing Director of  Patel 
Engineering Ltd., along 
Deputy General Manager 
and Project In-charge of  
the Parnai Hydro Electric 
Project, discussed key issues 
pertaining to the implemen-
tation and progress of  the 
hydroelectric project in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Sanjay Aggarwal, Chair-
person of  the Federation of  
Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation (FADA), Jammu, 
led a delegation conveyed 
sector-specific recommen-
dations aimed at strength-

ening the automobile 
industry in the region.

In recognition of  out-
standing sports achieve-
ments, Satwik Luthra, 
who secured silver medals 
in both the Khelo India 
Games held in Patna (May 
2025) and the National 
Games in Himachal 
Pradesh (December 2024), 
was warmly acknowl-
edged for bringing laurels 
to Jammu and Kashmir in 
the field of  weightlifting.

Dr. Harpreet Singh, Prin-
cipal of  Jammu Sanskriti 
School, met the Chief Minis-
ter to felicitate the Children 
with Special Needs (CWSN) 
achievers who excelled in 
Volleyball and Badminton 
at the Special Olympics 
Bharat’s National Unified 
Sports Meet held at IIT 

Gandhinagar.
Rakesh Sharma, Presi-

dent, Confederation of  
Industries & Commerce 
J&K, and Member of  the 
National Council of  CPI, 
called on the Chief  Minis-
ter along with other repre-
sentatives to raise pressing 
issues being faced by entre-
preneurs and the industri-
al sector in the region.

Dr. Surinder Kumar 
Atri, Principal of  Govern-
ment Medical College, 
Kathua, apprised the Chief  
Minister about various aca-
demic and infrastructural 
challenges at the college 
and sought government 
intervention for redressal.

Kamal Gupta, Chairman 
of  the J&K Private School 
Association, along with 
senior representatives, dis-

cussed challenges confront-
ing unaided private schools 
and emphasized the need 
for policy support to sustain 
quality education.

A delegation of  Pash-
mina Goat Project, met the 
Chief  Minister to discuss 
further developmental 
opportunities under the 
initiative.

A delegation of  Xtreme 
Adventures briefed the 
Chief  Minister on the 
potential and revival strat-
egies for adventure tour-
ism in Jammu region, 
stressing its role in employ-
ment generation and youth 
engagement.

A group of  NSS Vol-
unteers who represented 
Jammu and Kashmir at the 
prestigious NSS Republic 
Day Parade Camp in New 
Delhi on the occasion of  
the 76th Republic Day also 
called on the Chief  Minis-
ter to share their experi-
ences and achievements.

Former Minister Ajay 
Sadhotra also met the 
Chief  Minister and held a 
brief  interaction.

The Chief  Minister 
appreciated contributions 
of  the visiting delegations 
in their respective fields and 
assured appropriate follow-
up on each matter raised 
during the interactions.

ADDC Kupwara reviews status of Kisan 

Khidmat Ghars, progress of HADP
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In order to 
assess the current status 
of  Kisan Khidmat Ghars 
(KKGs) and the imple-
mentation of  schemes 
under the Holistic Agri-
culture Development 
Programme (HADP), a 
meeting of  concerned 
officers was held under 
the chairmanship of  
A d d i t i o n a l  D i s t r i c t 
Development Commis-

sioner (ADDC) Kupwara, 
Mufti Fareed-ud-Din at 
meeting hall of  D.C office 
Kupwara Thursday.

During the meeting, 
ADDC emphasized the 
critical role of  KKGs as 
one-stop centers for farm-
ers to access agriculture-
related services and 
information. He directed 
officers to ensure that 
all KKGs across the dis-
trict are fully functional, 
adequately staffed, and 

equipped with necessary 
infrastructure to serve 
the farming community 
effectively.

ADDC also reviewed 
progress on various com-
ponents of  the HADP, 
including farmer regis-
tration under the DAKSH 
Kisan portal, dissemina-
tion of  scheme benefits, 
and outreach activities 
being conducted by Krishi 
Udyamis and field exten-
sion staff.

Officers were instruct-
ed to accelerate awareness 
and mobilization efforts 
at the grassroots level to 
ensure 100% farmer cov-
erage under the HADP 
initiatives.

The meeting was 
attended by Chief  Plan-
ning Officer, Chief  Agri-
culture Officer Kupwara, 
District Agriculture Offi-
cer, SDAOs, AEOs, Krishi 
Udhyamis and other con-
cerned officials.

Rs. 7 lakh penalty imposed on erring 
Food Business Operators in Anantnag

Trainee products by H&H Dept
₹1.07 Cr revenue generated, 
deposited in Govt TreasuriesGMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In a signifi-
cant move to uphold food 
safety standards and safe-
guard the health of consum-
ers, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Anantnag, 
Sandeep Singh Bali, who is 
also the Adjudicating Offi-
cer, Food Safety Anantnag, 
has imposed cumulative 
penalties amounting to 
Rs.7 lakhs on various Food 
Business Operators (FBOs) 
found guilty of  violating 
multiple provisions of  the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Act, 2006.

These cases were filed 
by Food Safety Officers of  
the district against several 
FBOs for a range of  viola-
tions, including the manu-
facturing and sale of  sub-
standard or misbranded 
food products, operating 
businesses without the 
mandatory license or reg-
istration, non-compliance 
with Schedule IV of the FSS 
Act, 2006 which pertains to 
Good Hygienic Practices 

(GHP) and Good Manufac-
turing Practices (GMP) and 
failure to comply with the 
directions issued by Food 
Safety Officers.

The penalties were 
imposed under Section 68 
of  the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006.

During the adjudication 
proceedings, ADC under-
scored the importance of  
strict compliance with the 
provisions of  the FSS Act. 
He emphasized that any 
lapse in maintaining food 
safety standards will not be 
tolerated and warned FBOs 
to refrain from such viola-
tions in the future.

He further cautioned that 
failure to pay the imposed 
penalties within the stipu-
lated time frame would lead 
to the cancellation of  food 
licenses. This move reinforc-
es the zero-tolerance policy 
of  the district administration 
towards food safety violations 
and reflects the unwavering 
commitment of  the Food 
Safety department Anantnag 
to protect public health.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Demonstrating its 
sustained efforts in skill devel-
opment and artisan empower-
ment, Department of Handi-
crafts and Handloom, Kashmir, 
has recorded a cumulative rev-
enue generation of more than 
₹1.07 crore over the last three 
financial years through sale of 
products crafted by trainees at 
departmental training centres 
across the valley.

In a press statement issued 
here, spokesman from the 
Handicrafts and Handloom 
Department, stated that this 
revenue, fully deposited in the 
Government Treasuries, has 
been realized from the sale of 
a wide range of handicraft and 
handloom products produced 
by trainees enrolled in over 
400 departmental training cen-
tres which include Pashmina 
products, Sozni, Crewel, Chain 
Stitch, Kani Shawl, carpets and 
a variety of handloom fabrics, 
reflecting the region's rich craft 
heritage. “This also reflects a 

perfect example of how funds 
released by the Government are 
recycled back into the system 
and utilized for development 
activities related to promotion 
of craft sector,” he added.

Department views this 
achievement as a testament to its 
ongoing efforts in nurturing tra-
ditional skills and enhancing the 
earning potential of local artisans. 
By integrating practical, market-
oriented production into training 
modules, Department ensures 
that trainees gain not just techni-
cal proficiency but also a real-time 
understanding of commercial 
aspects of the craft sector.

Efforts are underway to fur-
ther modernize training infra-
structure, introduce contem-
porary design elements and 
forge stronger market linkages 
through departmental sale out-
lets and participation in nation-
al-level exhibitions. These steps 
aim to ensure that products 
crafted by trainees find broader 
markets while helping preserve 
the unique handicraft and hand-
loom traditions of Kashmir.
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        GOVERNMENT OF JAMIMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ANANTNAG

Fax: 01932-223164 | ddma.ang@gmail.com

The toll-free number for registering the 
grievances of terror effected families of 
District Anantnag is hereby notified for 
information of the public.
Toll-free number: -1800 180 7097
DIPK-3876-25  Addl. Deputy Commissioner,
DT:17/07/2025 Anantnag

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Machinery Division KashMir, Mechanical & 
hospital engineering DepartMent, KashMir.

│ Fax No: 0194-2497093 │ email: xenmds@gmail.com │ website: www.medkashmir.org │

Corrigendum 01     For Date Extension 
Name of work: - Restoring functionality through repairs / maintenance of Bore Well No. 24  of department  of  Agriculture in District Pulwama 

under implementation of National Mission of Saffron (under Culuster-1 ).
Reference:  This office e-NIT No: - MDSK/TS /2025-26/15 Date:02-07-2025. (Tender Id: - 2025_PWDJK_280324_1 )
Due to no response, the critical dates of the above referred e-NIT are extended again as under: -

S.No.             Description Previous Dates New Dates.
01. Last date of downloading/ submission of bids  15-07-2025 upto 06:55 PM  24-07-2025 upto 06:55 PM
02. Date of opening of bids online 16-07-2025 at 02:00 PM 25-07-2025 at 02:00 PM

All other terms, conditions and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT shall remain unchanged.
No: MDSK/TS/1345-48 Sd/
Date: 16-07-2025. Executive Engineer
 Machinery Division, Kashmir.

DIPK-3861-25
DT: 17/07/2025

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER DISTRICT 
INDUSTRIES CENTRE SRINAGAR

Email: srinagardic@gmail.com / gmdic-srinagar@jk.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE
M/s Burgi Industries stands formally registered with this office under No.: 01/03/06789/PMT/Tiny dated 26.03.2005 for the activity 
of "Grinding of spices without commitment of incentives" with its location at Bemina as partnership concern of Shahir Usman Burgi 
and Javid Ahmad Burgi both S/o(s) of Gh. Mohammad Burgi R/O Hamza Colony Srinagar. J&K SICOP had allotted (02) two kanals or 
land in favour of M/s Hindustan Cement Works, a unit registered provisionally at that time with this office and Lease deed executed on 
20.04.1988 in favour of the then promoter namely Ghulam Nabi Ahanger S/o Gh. Mohd Ahanger R/O Zaldagar Srinagar.of the unit M/s 
Hindustan Cement Works.
On 21.08.2009, J&K SICOP has executed another lease deed in favour of Shabir Usman Burgi S o Ghulam Mohd Burgi and Kaleem Javid 
Burgi S/o Late Javid Ahmad Burgi through appointed Gaurdian Shakeela Begum Widow of Javid Ahmad Burgi for an area of 01 kanal 
and 13 marlas by virtue of partnership deed dated 27.03.2004 wherein Gh. Nabi Ahanger (promoter of M/s Hindustan Cement Works) 
inducted two more partners Javeed Ahmad Burgi S/O Gh. Mohd. Burgi R/O Hamza Colony and Mr. Shabir Usman Burgi S/O Gh. Mohd 
Burgi R/O Humza Colony Bemina followed by execution of dissolution deed dated 18.10.2004 leaving Javid Ahmad Burgi and Shabir 
Usman Burgi as sole partners as intimated by J&K SICOP vide letter No.: SICOP/DM/LE-zkt/24-25/728 dated 30.11.2024. Pertinent 
to mention that Javid Ahmed Burgi later expired which led J&K SICOP to execute the lease deed in favour of his son and the remaining 
partner. Now, the new promoters have approached this office with the request to regularize the said changes in their favour, which have 
not yet been incorporated in the office records of DIG Srinagar.
Any person having any objection for the above regularization of changes executed by J&K SICOP along with updation of records shall 
report to the office of General Manager. District Industries Centre, Srinagar within a period of 07 days from the date of publication of this 
notice, failing which no objection shall be entertained.
 Sd/-
 GeneraI Manager 
DIPK-3855-25  District Industries Centre 
DT: 17/07/2025 Srinagar

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE TEHSILDAR AWANTIPORA
Email: oqawantipora@gmail.com

Land alienation case of Smt Nancy Sumbli D/0 Sh Jialal Geeru Alias Jialal Dhar R/o Noorpora, Tehsil 
Awantipora A/P H.NO. 3, Naseeb Nagar, Lane NO. 6 Janipur, Jammu through Attorney holder favour 
Saika Bashir D/o Bashir Ahmad Sheikh W/o Mohammad Aslam Laway R/O Main Road Chanapora, Post 
Office Natipora, Srinagar (Proposed Alienee) for land measuring 04 Kanal 10 Marla and 238 Sq feet com-
prising of Survey Nos. 427 min (04 Kanal 05 Marla and 204 Sq Feet) & 427/1 min (05 Marla 34 Sq feet), 
Khewat No 67 & 249 khata No 190 & 249 situated at estate Rajpora Uller, Tehsil Awantipora.

NOTICE
It is informed that a land alienation case of above mentioned person namely Smt Nancy Sumbli D/0 Sh 
Jialal Geeru Alias Jialal Dhar R/0 Noorpora Tehsil Awantipora A/P H.NO. 3, Naseeb Nagar, Lane NO. 6, 
Janipur, Jammu (Alienors) for land measuring 04 Kanal 10 Marla and 238 Sq feet comprising of Survey 
Nos. 427 min (04 Kanal 05 Marla and 204 Sq Feet) & 427/1 min (05 Marla 34 Sq feet), Khewat No 67 & 
249 khata No 190 &249 situated at estate Rajpore Uller, Awantipora through Saika Bashir D/0 Bashir 
Ahmad Sheikh W/O Mohammad Aslam Laway R/0 Main Road Chanapora, Post Office Natipora, Srinagar 
(Attorney Holder) in favour Khalida Akhter W/O Nazir Ahmad Regu R/C 19-A, Gousia Colony, Lal Nagar, 
Chanapora (Proposed Alienee) is under process in this office. Before proceeding further in the matter, 
anyone having any objection in this regard can submit his / her objections in the office of undersigned 
within a period of 15 days from the date of issuance. After the prescribed time period no objection shall 
be entertained.
No: 373/08/TA Tehsildar 
DT:15/07/2025 Awantipora

DIPK-3863-25
DT: 17/07/2025

HAS, CEO B'pora organise essay 
writing competition in Kashmiri

CM Omar lauds progress at 
AIIMS Jammu, commends 
quality of health-care delivery

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Thursday 
visited AIIMS Jammu to 
review its functioning and 
expressed satisfaction over 
the remarkable progress 
made by the institution in a 
short span of  time. He was 
accompanied by Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani.

The Chief  Minister 
was received by Executive 
Director and CEO of  AIIMS 
Jammu, Prof. Dr. Shakti 
Kumar Gupta.

Divisional Commission-
er Jammu, Ramesh Kumar 
and Deputy Commissioner 
Samba, Rajesh Sharma 
were also present.

Also present on the 
occasion were Director IIM 
Jammu, Prof. B.S. Sahay; 
Dean Research and Head 
of  Hospital Management, 
Lt. Gen. Dr. Sunil Kant, 
SM, VSM.

While addressing a gath-
ering of  AIIMS manage-
ment, students and medical 
staff, the Chief  Minister 
lauded the efforts that have 
shaped AIIMS Jammu into 
a state-of-the-art healthcare 
and academic institution.

“The successful estab-
lishment and functioning 
of  AIIMS is a testament 
to the power of  will and 
vision. The dream of  the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister 
has truly taken shape 
here,” the Chief  Minister 
said, adding, “World-class 
efforts and endeavour seem 
to have come together to 
create this exceptional 
facility.”

Highlighting the grow-
ing importance of  the insti-
tution, the CM noted, “It is 
heartening to see AIIMS 
already serving patients 
from across the country. 
The completion of the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway 
will further facilitate access 
for patients.” He expressed 
hope that other healthcare 
institutions across Jammu 
and Kashmir would emulate 
this model of  excellence.

The Chief  Minister 
assured full government 
support to the institution 
and its vision of  growth 
and expansion. He praised 
the ambitions of  the AIIMS 
management and hoped 
that AIIMS Kashmir 
be completed soon and 
become operational.

While releasing the 

Manual of  Disaster Man-
agement prepared by 
AIIMS Jammu, the Chief  
Minister underscored the 
need for readiness. “We sin-
cerely hope never to face a 
situation that requires the 
use of  this manual. Yet, in 
the interest of  prepared-
ness, it is better to have 
and not need than to need 
and not have. Such for-
ward thinking initiatives 
by institutions like AIIMS 
are commendable,” he said.

Addressing the recent 
incident of  assault on a 
doctor in a government 
hospital, the CM asserted, 
“Doctors must never bear 
the brunt of  violence. They 
dedicate themselves self-
lessly, often beyond duty 
hours. Their intentions 
and efforts are unwaver-
ing and they must never 
be blamed for outcomes 
beyond their control.” He 
added that strict action had 
been directed in the recent 
case. “I have asked for a 
case to be filed and justice 
to be delivered. Our doc-
tors must work free from 
fear and intimidation,” he 
emphasized.

Advisor to the CM, 
Nasir Aslam Wani, also 

addressed the gathering 
and congratulated AIIMS 
Jammu for its impressive 
infrastructure, lush green 
campus and emergence 
as a hub of  medical excel-
lence. He appreciated the 
hospital’s patient friendly 
registration process and 
the quality of  treatment 
facilities.

Prof. Dr. Shakti Kumar 
Gupta presented a com-
prehensive overview of  
the institution’s progress, 
sharing vision of  AIIMS 
Jammu to become a global 
centre of  healthcare, 
research and education. He 
revealed that patient feed-
back indicates that 82 per-
cent of  discharged patients 
are “highly satisfied”, with 
another 17 percent “sat-
isfied” with the services 
provided. He also outlined 
several key statistics dem-
onstrating the hospital’s 
growing capabilities.

Earlier, the Chief  Minis-
ter toured various sections 
of  the campus, including 
diagnostic labs, testing 
facilities, in-patient wards 
and high-tech academic 
classrooms, taking stock of  
infrastructure and opera-
tional readiness.

Annual Urs of Hazrat Syed 
Habibullah Bukhari (RA) 
observed with religious fervour

GMK NEWS NETWORK

HAJIN: Halqa-e-Adab Sonawari 
Hajin (HAS) on of the oldest 
literary organisation of Kashmir 
in collaboration with the Chief 
Education Office(CEO) Ban-
dipora, organized the Professor 
Mohiuddin Hajni Memorial Essay 
Writing Competition. The com-
petition aimed to foster interest 
in the Kashmiri language among 
students and provide them with 
an experience akin to competitive 
examinations.

About 300 students from 
the educational zones of Quil, 
Bandipora, Hajn, and Sumbal 

participated in the event. Three 
examination centers which were 
designated for the competition 
included Girls High School Bagh, 
Girls High School Sumbal and 
Higher Secondary School Hajin. 
Halqa-e-Adab Sonawari had 
made proper arrangements for 
ensuring the smooth conduct of 
the competitions.

The examination commenced 
at 11:00 AM and concluded at 
1:00 PM on Thursday. The top 
three winners will be awarded 
prizes during the annual function 
of Halqa-e-Adab, while all par-
ticipants will receive certificates 
of participation.

KIRMANI AAFAQ

BARAMULLA: The 
annual Urs of  Hazrat 
Syed Habibullah Bukhari 
(RA) was observed with 
deep spiritual devotion 
on Thursday at his shrine 
located in Wailoo, Kunzar 
in north Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district.

Devotees in large numbers 
thronged the shrine after Asr 
prayers to pay their respects 
and take part in the Urs.The 
gathering included men, 
women, children and the 
elderly, all united in prayer 
and reflection.

The shrine echoed with 
the soulful recitations of  
the Holy Qur'an, Durood 
Sharif, and Khatm-e-Shar-
if, creating a spiritually 
charged atmosphere. Devo-
tees offered special prayers 

and sought blessings at the 
sacred site.

At the sacred occasion, 
noted Islamic scholars 
delivered sermons high-
lighting the noble life 
and teachings of  Hazrat 
Syed Habibullah Bukhari 
(RA), widely known as 
Saed Sahib. The speakers 
emphasized his tireless 
service to Islam and his 
legacy of  love, humility, 
and spiritual wisdom.

Adding to the spirit of  
the occasion was a heart-
warming act of  commu-
nity kindness. In a beau-
tiful display of  traditional 
Kashmiri hospitality, local 
villagers distributed rice 
among the devotees. The 
Urs concluded with collec-
tive prayers, leaving behind 
an aura of  peace, unity and 
spiritual elevation.

Satish Sharma reaffirms 
government’s commitment 
to public welfare

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a series 
of  public outreach interac-
tions, Minister for Food, 
Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs, Transport Youth 
Services & Sports, IT, Sci-
ence and Technology, Satish 
Sharma, Thursday met with 
multiple delegations from 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

These included retired 
employees of  JKRTC, 
National Youth Corps (NYC) 
volunteers and several 
public deputations from 
various districts.

The meetings highlight-
ed the government’s respon-
sive approach towards the 
concerns of  various seg-
ments of  society.

A delegation from the 
Retired Works Union of  
JKRTC called upon the 
Minister and submitted a 
memorandum requesting 
release of  long-pending 
Cost of  Living Allowance 
(COLA) and 6th Pay Com-
mission arrears. The repre-
sentatives highlighted that 
although Order No. GMC/
PS/81 dated 16.06.2021 had 
been issued by the depart-
ment to facilitate identifica-
tion and fund allotment, no 
action or fund release has 
been taken, so far.

The delegation expressed 
distress over the prolonged 
delay, citing that most 

affected retirees were non-
pensionable employees of  
the erstwhile Government 
Transport Undertaking 
(GTU) and are facing seri-
ous financial hardships.

Satish Sharma, while 
assuring full support, stated 
“the government stands 
committed to the welfare 
and dignity of  our retired 
workforce. We acknowledge 
their years of  dedicated ser-
vice and will take up their 
case with the concerned on 
priority. "

The National Youth 
Corps (NYC) volunteers 
also met the Minister and 
urged for regularisation 
of  their services. They 
pointed out their crucial 
role in supporting the gov-
ernment initiatives at the 
grassroots level, especially 
in rural outreach, COVID 
management and youth 
engagement programs.

The Minister assured the 
NYC volunteers that efforts 
are being made to formulate 
a long-term solution in line 
with policy commitments.

In addition, several depu-
tations from different areas 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
met  the Minister and raised 
demands related to infra-
structure development, 
ration supply improve-
ments, sports infrastruc-
ture, youth employment 
and transport connectivity.

Rana emphasises collaborative 
initiatives to promote eco-tourism

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed 
Rana, Thursday called for 
introduction of  new trek-
king trails to promote eco-
friendly tourism in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

The motive behind the 
initiative is to offer the 
tourists a closer experi-
ence of  wilderness and 
virgin trekking routes of  
the Union Territory.

During a meeting held 
at Civil Secretariat here, 
the Minister emphasised 
upon collaborative efforts 
between Forest depart-
ment and Tribal Affairs 
Department for promotion 
of  eco-tourism, aimed at 
diversification of  trekking 
routes.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the officials, includ-
ing the Secretary Tribal 
Affairs, Principal Chief  
Conservator of  Forests, 
Director Tribal Affairs and 
MD J&KFDC.

Rana called for taking 
proactive measures for 
skill development training 
programmes for the tribal 
youth aimed at empower-
ing them as eco-tourism 
and trekking guides. He said 
that the initiative will pro-
mote self-reliance among 
the young individuals by 
creating income-generating 
opportunities and opening 
up new career paths.

“The initiative has mul-
tiple benefits, including 
enhancing the employabil-
ity of  tribal youth, creat-
ing sustainable livelihood 
opportunities, promoting 
cultural heritage and fos-
tering inclusive growth 
and social justice,” he said.

To achieve these objec-
tives, the initiative will be 
driven by capacity building 
programs, research initia-
tives and inter-departmen-
tal coordination between 

the Forest, Tribal Affairs 
and other concerned 
departments.

The Minister directed 
the Forest Department to 
identify trekking routes 
and impart training to 
tribal youth selected by 
the Tribal Affairs Depart-
ment. This collaborative 
effort aims to promote the 
eco-tourism through skill-
ing of  tribal youth.

The youth selected will 
be imparted training that 
encompass knowledge and 
skills necessary for safety 
of  our tourists. This will 
equip them with skills to 
protect and manage our 
forests, which are vital for 
maintaining the ecological 
balance.

“Eco-friendly tourism is 
a key driver for sustainable 
development and environ-
ment conservation and we 
need to take collaborative 
steps towards that direction 
to ensure better results. We 
aim to promote tourism in 
the forest hinterland with-
out disturbing the ecologi-
cal balance in the protected 
areas,” he said.

Emphasising the govt’s 
commitment to promotion 
of  tourism while preserv-
ing the environmental 
integrity, Rana said that 
the objective of  the initia-
tive is to boost economy, 
creating new employment 
opportunities for locals 
and encouraging sustain-
able practices.

The Minister said that 
the Government, led by 
Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, is committed 
towards prioritizing inclu-
sive development, educa-
tion, healthcare and live-
lihood opportunities to 
uplift tribal communities.

By promoting sustainable 
development, cultural pres-
ervation and social justice, 
this initiative aims to create 
a brighter future for Jammu 
and Kashmir’s tribal com-
munities, he added. 
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

New Dawn In Jammu 
And Kashmir

L
ieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha’s recent assertion that 
the past five years have wit-
nessed “unprecedented devel-
opment” in Jammu and Kash-

mir is not just a political statement,  it is 
a reflection of a visible transformation 
on the ground. For a region long plagued 
by turmoil and underdevelopment, the 
trajectory of peace, progress, and gover-
nance seen in recent years marks a sig-
nificant and heartening departure from its 
troubled past.
Perhaps the most compelling indicator 
of this change is the reported absence 
of innocent civilian killings, a grim real-
ity that once routinely dominated head-
lines. This alone signals a paradigm shift 
in security, law enforcement, and public 
trust. A calmer, more stable environment 
has given space for schools to function 
normally, businesses to thrive, and tour-
ism, a lifeline of the region, to rebound 
robustly.
Development, too, is no longer confined 
to paper promises. Infrastructure projects, 
including highways, tunnels, and connec-
tivity initiatives, are reaching completion 
at a pace previously unseen. Healthcare 
and education indicators are improving 
steadily. Grassroots democracy has tak-
en root, with Panchayati Raj institutions 
playing a visible role in governance. For a 
region that often felt distant from the na-
tional mainstream, the closing of this gap 
is both symbolic and substantive.
Of course, challenges remain. Development 
must be inclusive and sustained, ensuring 
that remote areas and marginalized commu-
nities are not left behind. Moreover, the frag-
ile peace must be nurtured with vigilance, 
sensitivity, and respect for civil liberties.
Still, it would be unfair to overlook the prog-
ress. The region today stands at a crossroad 
of opportunity, where hope is beginning to 
outshine despair. The administration’s fo-
cus on infrastructure, governance, and a ze-
ro-tolerance approach to terrorism has laid 
a foundation for long-term peace.
Lieutenant Governor Sinha's words are 
backed not just by statistics, but by a percep-
tible change felt by the people themselves. 
It is not just about what has been built — 
but what has been rebuilt: trust, normalcy, 
and the promise of a better tomorrow.

Generation Adrift - The Unkept Promises 
AAMIR ALTAF

 

I 
am 25 years old, a gradu-
ate from a reputable uni-
versity, and like count-
less others in Jammu and 
Kashmir, I embarked on 

a Master's degree from IGNOU 
– not just for higher education, 
but as a strategic pause, a dedi-
cated period to prepare for the 
elusive government exams. We, 
the youth of  J&K, held onto a 
hope, especially after 2019,  we 
were told of  a new dawn, of  
development, of  opportunities, 
and most importantly, of  trans-
parent and timely recruitment. 
We envisioned a future where 
merit would prevail, where our 
hard work would be rewarded, 
and where the chronic unem-
ployment that plagued our par-
ents' generation would finally 
be a thing of  the past.

The promised dawn in other 
sectors is much appreciable, 
but the employment sector 
has yet to see any break. The 
youth find themselves trapped 
in a relentless cycle of  disap-
pointment, our aspirations 
crumbling under the weight of  
promises. Whenever a recruit-
ment notification appears, 
a rare event in itself, often 
after years of  anticipation, it's 
either marred by allegations of  
scams, forcing us to witness the 
brazen theft of  our futures, or 
indefinitely delayed, caught in 
a legal quagmire. The Jammu 
and Kashmir Public Service 
Commission (JKPSC) has man-
aged to notify the Combined 
Competitive Exams only four 
times since 2019 – a positive 
step, yes, but the glacial pace 
and unpredictable timing cost 
us invaluable opportunities, 
years of  our prime youth that 
can never be reclaimed. Each 
postponement, each cancelled 
exam, feels like a punch to the 
gut, draining not just our sav-
ings spent on coaching and 

forms, but our very will to per-
severe.

Adding insult to injury, 
the very system designed to 
offer a fair chance has turned 
its back on a significant sec-
tion of  us. With a staggering 
67% of  seats now reserved for 
various categories, candidates 
from the Unreserved category, 
like myself, find ourselves in 
an agonizing limbo – "na ghar 
ke na ghat ke," neither here 
nor there. We are not against 
affirmative action, but when 
such a vast majority of  oppor-
tunities are reserved, it leaves 
us, who have also toiled and 
sacrificed, feeling utterly mar-
ginalized. We bear the dispro-
portionate burden, watching 
as our age limits tick down, 
our chances dwindle, and our 
future becomes increasingly 
uncertain. It's a cruel irony: we 
are told to compete, to excel, 
only to find the goalposts con-
stantly shifting, leaving us with 
a sense of  profound injustice.

We had a flicker of  renewed 
hope when, after a decade, 
we finally elected a new gov-
ernment in this new era of  
Jammu and Kashmir as a 
UT. We believed they would 

listen, that they would under-
stand our plight, and that they 
would usher in an era of  timely 
recruitments. We thought our 
voices, finally, would matter. 
Yet, the malice persists. The 
recent notification for Naib 
Tehsildar posts in the Revenue 
Department, a beacon of  hope 
for many, was met with protests 
over a qualifying Urdu lan-
guage requirement. The case 
went to the Central Adminis-
trative Tribunal (CAT), and 
once again, the entire recruit-
ment process has been put 
on hold. Nothing, it seems, is 
going right. Every single step 
forward is met with two steps 
back, and it's the youth who 
pay the price.

The emotional toll is 
immense. Students are sinking 
into depression, their eyes hol-
lowed by sleepless nights and 
endless anxiety. Unemploy-
ment figures continue their 
relentless climb, and a perva-
sive sense of  helplessness grips 
our generation. When we ques-
tion the elected government, 
they claim a lack of  powers, 
citing the UT status as a shield.  
Who, then, is concerned about 
our future? Who is accountable 

for the years we are losing?
I don't want this trauma 

anymore. I am exhausted by 
the constant uncertainty, the 
dashed hopes, and the feeling 
of  being utterly abandoned. 
The government's efforts to 
empower youth with skills, 
offering little more than 
tokenistic programs that fail 
to address the core issue of  job 
creation and fair access. I find 
myself  confined to my home, 
unable to study, unable to 
focus, consumed by a gnawing 
anxiety. The vibrant dreams 
I once held have faded into 
a dull ache. Being an unre-
served category candidate, the 
ticking clock of  age limits on 
competitive exams is a con-
stant, suffocating reminder of  
my diminishing prospects. My 
health is deteriorating, plagued 
by stress and despair, and I feel 
like a leech, unwillingly suck-
ing the blood of  my parents, 
unable to contribute, unable to 
thrive. The guilt is immense, 
the feeling of  being a burden, a 
failure, despite our best efforts.

This is not just my story; it 
is the collective agony of  a gen-
eration. We are not asking for 
handouts, but for a fair chance, 

for a transparent system, and 
for a future that doesn't feel 
like a mirage. We are losing our 
youth, our mental peace, and 
our faith in the system. The 
silence from those in power 
is deafening, and the cost of  
their inaction is the slow, 
heartbreaking erosion of  our 
dreams, replaced by a chilling 
sense of  hopelessness.

It is time for the authorities 
to stop passing the buck. It is 
time for concrete action, for a 
clear roadmap to address the 
unemployment crisis, for a 
review of  policies that dispro-
portionately burden sections of  
the youth, and for accountabil-
ity in every recruitment pro-
cess. Our future, and the stabil-
ity of  this region, depends on 
it. We implore those in power 
to look beyond the statistics 
and see the faces of  a genera-
tion on the brink – a genera-
tion that simply wants the 
opportunity to build a life, to 
contribute, and to live with 
dignity in their own.

Author, a graduate from 
Aligarh Muslim University, 

can be reached at aamiral-
taf16@gmail.com 

    From Possession To Power

Understanding Land Mutations, Dast 
Bardari In India's Revenue System

MOHD AMIN MIR

I
n the dusty registers of  Patwar Khanas 
and the digitized columns of  modern 
revenue portals, the word “Mutation” 
holds more than administrative sig-
nificance—it is the silent transformer 

of  land power, possession, and property. In 
the socio-legal landscape of  India, and par-
ticularly in Jammu & Kashmir, the muta-
tion process is where lives change, disputes 
are born or buried, and rights are formally 
recorded, or overlooked.

This article dives deep into the concept 
of  land mutation, explores its various kinds 
as per land revenue laws, clarifies whether 
“Dastebardari” is a form of  mutation, and 
explains which mutations follow a court 
decree, especially from Munsiff  Courts. It 
also illuminates the meaning of  a decree 
and its historical evolution in India’s land 
governance.
Part I: What is Mutation?

Mutation, in legal and administrative 
terms, refers to the recording of  a change 
in the ownership or possession of  land in 
the revenue records maintained by the 
government. This could occur due to sale, 
inheritance, court decree, gift, exchange, or 
possession. It does not confer ownership but 
is a critical step for paying land revenue and 
for asserting possession and management 
of  property.

In Jammu & Kashmir, like other parts 
of  India, the mutation is governed by the 
Land Revenue Act, and is executed by the 
Revenue Officers—Patwari, Girdawar, 
Naib Tehsildar, Tehsildar, and sometimes 
Assistant Commissioners. The attestation 
of  mutation is one of  the most contested 
and crucial stages of  rural and urban land 
administration.
Part II: Kinds of Land Mutations

Though the term “mutation” is singu-
lar, there are many kinds, each with a dis-
tinct trigger, legal ground, and procedural 
requirement. The following are the primary 
types of  mutations under revenue law:

Mutation by Inheritance (Varasat/Mirasi-
yat): This is the most common form. Upon the 
death of  a landowner, their legal heirs (as per 
personal laws) are recorded as new owners. No 
sale deed is required, but the death certificate 
and proof of  heirship are mandatory.

Mutation by Sale (Intiqal Qabza or Muta-
tion No. Sale): When land is sold via a regis-
tered sale deed, the buyer applies for muta-
tion. The deed is verified and entered in the 
revenue records after attestation.

Mutation by Gift (Hibbanama): When 
land is gifted, usually among blood relatives, 
a registered gift deed is produced. The muta-

tion is entered in the name of  the donee.
Mutation by Exchange (Tabadla): If  land 

is exchanged between parties, with a formal 
exchange deed, the changes are recorded via 
a tabadla mutation.

Mutation by Court Decree (Hukum 
Adalat): When a civil court passes a decree 
regarding land rights—such as ownership, 
partition, or possession—the mutation 
is entered as per the decree. This is often 
referred to as mutation on the basis of  
decree.

Mutation by Relinquishment (Tanazul): 
This mutation is based on the relinquish-
ment of  rights by one co-sharer in favor of  
another. This is common in family parti-
tions.

Mutation by Will (Wasiyat): When land is 
bequeathed through a registered will, espe-
cially when probated by a court (in some 
states), the mutation is recorded accord-
ingly.

Mutation by Possession (Kabza ya Daste-
bardari): This is where Dastebardari comes 
into focus. It refers to the physical hand-
ing over of  land possession, often based on 
informal or oral transfer. Some jurisdictions 
recognize it through spot girdawari or pos-
session-based mutation, while others treat 
it as non-conclusive without documentary 
evidence.

Mutation due to Government Acquisition 
(Kabza Hukoomat): When land is acquired 
under the Land Acquisition Act or trans-
ferred to the government for projects, the 
mutation reflects state ownership.

Mutation by Partition (Taqseem): When a 
joint holding is partitioned either privately 
or through a court order, the new holdings 
are mutated in respective names.
Part III: Is Dastebardari a Mutation?

Dast Bardari, literally meaning “hand-
ing over,” is a term used widely in revenue 
records and rural parlance. It refers to the 
physical transfer of  possession of  land, often 
based on oral agreement, family settlement, 
or informal understanding.

In revenue terms, Dast Bardari may be 
recorded through Girdawari (crop inspec-
tion register), where the new possessor's 
name appears. But without legal documen-
tation (like a sale deed or decree), it does not 
confer ownership—only possession status.
So is it a mutation?

Yes, in practice, a mutation can be based 
on Dast Bardari, especially when:
•	 The previous owner agrees
•	 The possession is uncontested
•	 Village Lambardar or Chowkidar con-

firms
•	 The Girdawari supports the possession
•	 The Patwari inspects and enters a Dast 

Bardari report.
However, this type of  mutation is often 

vulnerable to legal challenge and does not 
override registered ownership rights.
Part IV: Mutation on the Basis of 
Decree—Which One?

When a Munsiff  Court (Junior Civil 
Court) passes a decree related to land owner-
ship, possession, or partition, the mutation 
must be attested in conformity with that 
decree.
Which mutation applies?

That depends on the nature of  the decree:
•	 If  the decree is for ownership through 

sale or specific performance, then sale 
mutation is attested.

•	 If  the decree is for partition, then parti-
tion mutation is initiated.

•	 If  the decree is for possession, then a 
possession-based mutation may follow.

•	 If  it’s a declaratory decree of  title, the 
mutation is attested in the name of  the 
declared owner.

•	 In all cases, certified copy of  the decree, 
along with site inspection by revenue 
staff, is essential before attestation.

Part V: What is a Decree? Its History and 
Role in Land Law

A decree, as per Section 2(2) of  the Civil 
Procedure Code (CPC), 1908, is the formal 
expression of  an adjudication which con-
clusively determines the rights of  parties 

with regard to all or any of  the matters in 
controversy in the suit. It may be prelimi-
nary, final, or partly both.
Historical Background

The concept of  decree comes from colo-
nial legal structures, which codified judicial 
processes through the CPC of  1908. Earli-
er, land disputes were handled by village 
councils, feudal courts, or British collectors. 
Over time, civil courts became the primary 
dispute resolution mechanism for title and 
possession suits.

Decrees became the backbone of  property 
litigation, guiding mutation and registra-
tion. In Jammu & Kashmir, after the abro-
gation of  Article 370, the CPC fully applies, 
giving decrees stronger legal force in land-
related changes.
Part VI: Why Mutation Still Matters in 
the Digital Age

Even in the era of  Digital India and 
Bhoomi Portals, mutation continues to be 
the most crucial step in establishing one's 
legal and financial connection with land:
•	 It determines who pays land revenue.
•	 It determines eligibility for government 

schemes like PM-KISAN or compensa-
tion.

•	 It helps avoid fraudulent claims and 
dual ownership.

•	 It enables future transfers (sale, gift) and 
inheritance to flow smoothly.

Without mutation, even a registered sale deed 
may become vulnerable to disputes or delays.
Codifying Confidence in the System

In India’s land governance, the muta-
tion is more than a clerical update—it is a 
conferral of  administrative legitimacy. Its 
various forms—from inheritance to Dast 
Bardari, from court decree to will—reflect 
the diversity of  social and legal systems 
shaping property rights.

While Dast Bardari remains a grey zone, 
court decrees—especially from Munsiff  
Courts—have binding impact on muta-
tion processes. The evolution of  the decree 
system and mutation law points to the need 
for clearer codification, training of  revenue 
staff, and digitally secure processes that bal-
ance tradition with legal sanctity.

As Jammu & Kashmir and other states 
move towards land record modernization, 
understanding the types and validity of  
mutations will be central to building public 
trust, reducing litigation, and ensuring equi-
table land governance.

Mohd Amin Mir is a legal researcher 
and columnist specializing in land gov-
ernance, rural reform, and institutional 

accountability. He can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com
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The Lost Simplicity Of Kashmiri Weddings

MASROOF MANZOOR

T
he wedding season in Kash-
mir has been in full swing 
since April. If  we examine 
Nikah (marriage) from an 
Islamic perspective, Islam 

considers it one of  the most virtuous 
and approved acts, pleasing to Allah 
Almighty. However, if  we look at the 
present system of  marriages in Kash-
mir, the austerity and modesty of  wed-
dings have substantially decreased 
over the past decade. A common 
belief  among people is that marriage 
requires a huge budget, lavish celebra-
tions, and endless preparations.

People here are competing in how 
much money they can spend. Many 
reprehensible practices, such as 
exorbitant dowries, grand celebra-
tions, extravagant spending, elabo-
rate wazwan dishes, photography, 
the mixing of  men and women, and 
male and female singers performing 
with microphones and musical instru-
ments, have become commonplace. 
Furthermore, unnecessary pre- and 
post-wedding rituals (each requiring 
separate jewelry, sweets, dry fruits in 
huge boxes, food, and services), the 
use of  plastic or other non-biodegrad-
able items, opulent decorations, and 
the exchange of  unnecessary gifts all 
contribute to excessive lavishness.

A huge amount of  money is being 
wasted on these forbidden acts. There 
is no need for such expenses; they only 
serve as obstacles to marriage. In fact, 
they have placed immense stress on 
middle-class and poor families, leav-
ing them helpless and burdened with 
financial hardship. There have even 

been cases where families have had to 
take hefty loans from financial institu-
tions or money lenders just to afford 
the same extravagant weddings for 
their children.

It is natural to express happiness 
and joy and to share it with family and 
one’s spouse during marriage. How-
ever, this does not justify falling into 
extravagance or spending unnecessar-
ily. The argument that "marriage is a 
once-in-a-lifetime event" cannot be an 
excuse for reckless spending. Extrava-
gance is impermissible in Islam and is 
blameworthy in all matters, whether 
related to marriage or otherwise. In 22 
verses of  the Quran, Allah condemns 

extravagance and rebukes those who 
are wasteful. For example, He says:

"And those who, when they spend, 
are neither extravagant nor stingy, 
but hold a just balance between them." 
*(Al-Furqan 25:67)*

Our Deen encourages us to 
approach marriage with austerity and 
sincerity. When we look at the teach-
ings of  the beloved Prophet (PBUH), 
we see that Nikah is meant to be 
simple, easy, and full of  blessings. He 
(PBUH) said: "The best marriage is the 
one with the least expense."

In another hadith, the Prophet 
(PBUH) said: "The best marriage is 
the one that is the easiest."

Islam teaches that a person should 
not make things difficult for them-
selves or burden themselves beyond 
their means. By following the guid-
ance of  the Quran and Hadith, we 
open the door to a marriage filled with 
peace, love, and blessings.

A successful marriage is not about 
how much money is spent; it is about 
the bond, love, support, and trust 
between the spouses. The need of  
the hour is to understand the Islamic 
principles of  marriage and promote its 
true perspective. Only then can we end 
the immense pressure on middle-class 
and poor families, delays in marriages, 
class divides, immodesty, and other 

issues caused by ongoing extrava-
gance in weddings.

To conclude, simplicity in Nikah 
does not mean spending as one would 
on an ordinary day. It is Sunnah for 
a man to offer Walima (a wedding 
feast) and invite relatives, friends, 
and neighbors to publicly announce 
the marriage. However, as mentioned 
above, what matters is avoiding lav-
ishness and unnecessary spending in 
all aspects. Everyone should consider 
their financial situation and spend 
only what they can afford.

The author can be mailed at mas-
roof950@gmail.com

When Pets Become Priority: The Decline Of Human Compassion

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

W
e live in a time 
where people leave 
their mothers in old 
age homes but buy 
velvet beds for dogs. 

Paying a child's fees is difficult but 
throwing an anniversary party for 
a pet is considered 'cute'. This is the 
age where the direction of  compas-
sion has changed, not expanded. 
It is not bad to love animals and 
birds, but when this love turns into 
distance and neglect from humans, 
it is not a sign of  mental balance 
but of  mental confusion.

Nowadays people say that dogs 
are the most loyal. True, but should 
we make loyalty so great that par-
ents, siblings, old neighbours and 
needy society all become second-
ary? To what extent is it justified to 
disregard humanity in the name of  
loyalty? This question is disturbing 
today's modernity.

There are expectations from 
humans, questions, and demands 
for responsibility. On the other 
hand, dogs, cats, parrots and rab-
bits only take affection without 
asking for anything. This is why 
people are now more attracted 
to creatures who have no social 
responsibilities attached to them. 
This is not compassion, but conve-
nience-based love.

On the one hand people order 
birthday cakes for dogs, make them 
sit in the front seat of  the car, and 
dress them in expensive clothes, 
while on the other hand they frown 
if  a poor child's clothes get dirty. If  
they find an injured bird, they take 
a picture and express compassion, 
but they consider a labourer crying 
out of  hunger on the roadside as a 
'problem of  the system'. What kind 
of  compassion is this that is for 
the innocent but not for the needy 
human being?

The market has sensed this 
trend. Now there are bathrooms for 
dogs, cakes for cats, and toys for 
rabbits. This has become a multi-
crore industry. The media also 
promotes this 'compassion-love'. 

One who is emotional for animals 
is civilized. One who is emotional 
for humans is called a fool. This is 
the new global form of  empathy, in 
which not emotions but 'coolness' 
sells.

A new disease is growing in 
today's society - mental rabies. Just 
as a dog becomes mad and starts 
biting when it has rabies, simi-
larly this social rabies is forcing 
people to bite, despise and ignore 
fellow humans like themselves. 
This disease is spreading wearing 
the mask of  love. This disease says 
that loving humans is a dangerous 
task, but loving animals is safe and 
prestigious.

It has also been observed that 
many people impose their unful-
filled feelings on animals and birds. 
Those who did not get affection in 
childhood start calling dogs their 
sons. Those whose relationships 
broke, start considering cats as 
their life partners. This is not love, 

but emotional escape. This is an 
attempt to escape from the truth 
that the mirror shows. Animals do 
not show the mirror, so they are 
now becoming the ideal.

The biggest problem with this 
trend is that priorities have been 
distorted. Now we adopt animals, 
but not orphans. We feed birds, but 
do not spare a single roti for the 
neighbour's widow. We pay a thou-
sand rupees for a dog's haircut, but 
hesitate to spend ten rupees for a 
poor person's medicine.

This mentality is making the 
society insensitive. Empathy is that 
which is for everyone without any 
discrimination - for both humans 
and animals. But when it is limited 
only to animals, then it is not empa-
thy, it becomes a pretense.

Humans build society with 
mutual cooperation, affection and 
co-existence. If  we start hating 
each other, then this is not civi-
lization, but suicide. Animal love 

is necessary, but not at the cost of  
crushing humanity. If  someone 
loves a dog, it is commendable, but 
only till the time he does not forget 
his mother's medicine, father's care 
and neighbor's help.

The most ironic aspect of  this 
topic is that this trend is increasing 
with education, understanding and 
prosperity. Even today a poor man 
cuts his roti in half  and feeds it to 
his guest, but the rich class now 
feels proud in adopting animals, 
not humans.

There is only one solution to this 
– balance. We should love animals 
and birds, but not by keeping a dis-
tance from humans. Compassion 
is an instinct, it cannot be limited 
to a particular class. The day we 
understand that every living being, 
every creature and every human 
being deserves our love and help 
at their own level, that day this 
mental rabies will end.

A society is healthy when there is 

food for the birds, biscuits for the dogs 
and support for the old people. When 
birds chirp in the house and the elder-
ly smile in the yard. When cats are in 
the lap and children are in school.

The true form of  love is that 
which values every life. If  your 
compassion is only for those 
wagging their tails, and not for a 
hungry child with tears in his eyes, 
then it is not love, it is pretense.

Dogs are loyal, but not as loyal as 
parents. It is good to keep birds, but 
it is necessary to teach children. 
There should be a place for every 
creature - but not at the expense 
of  humans.

If  we cannot maintain this bal-
ance, it will become a social epi-
demic. And then we should really 
be afraid – not of  a virus, but of  
the 'brain rabies' that will force us 
to bite humans.

The author can be mailed at kavi-
taniketan333@gmail.com
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LG Establishes
Srinagar.
To support the functioning of  the 

LGSSK, the Information Technology 
Department will provide two officials 
each at Jammu and Srinagar, proficient 
in data entry, case tracking, file mainte-
nance, and communications, along with 
the necessary computer systems and 
allied hardware. The Estates Department 
has been directed to provide appropriate 
accommodation for the Kendra at both 
Secretariat locations.

Further, for the operationalization of  
the Kendra, the following officers have 
been nominated in addition to their own 
duties: Shri Prasanna Ramaswamy G, 
IAS, Secretary to the Government, Tribal 
Affairs Department; Shri Aflaq Ahmad, 
JKAS, Under Secretary to the Govern-
ment, Revenue Department; and Shri 
Abhimanyu Singh, JKAS, Manager-cum-
Protocol Officer at the Resident Commis-
sion, J&K Government, New Delhi.

The establishment of  the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Sainik Sahayta Kendra reaf-
firms the UT Administration’s commit-
ment to upholding the welfare and digni-
ty of  serving soldiers by ensuring timely 
and structured redressal of  their civilian 
concerns through an institutional plat-
form.

A Rebuttal To The
are rarely found in Western reportage, 

not because they don’t exist, but because 
they don’t fit the narrative template of  
perpetual crisis.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of  
such journalism is the selective fram-
ing it adopts. By focusing almost entirely 
on suffering and dysfunction, it erases 
the dignity, resilience, and agency of  the 
Kashmiri people. Local NGOs, civil soci-
ety groups, and volunteer organizations 
are actively working to bridge gaps in 
relief  and education. Women’s coopera-
tives are revitalizing crafts and entrepre-
neurship. Schools and hospitals in inte-
rior districts are being upgraded. None 
of  this finds space in the article, because 
it doesn’t conform to the well-worn trope 
of  Kashmir as a land forever in mourn-
ing, forgotten by the state and isolated 
from hope.

Moreover, the implicit claim that Kash-
mir lacks a functioning administration 
is contradicted by the very existence of  
local leaders negotiating compensation 
and rehabilitation packages with New 
Delhi. The fact that bureaucratic bottle-
necks exist is not unique to Kashmir, it is 
a common feature of  post-conflict zones 
across the world. But to interpret these 
delays as deliberate neglect is to trade 
truth for drama.

In any democracy, the story of  prog-
ress is rarely linear. It is messy, uneven, 
and often frustrating. But that does not 
make it any less real. Kashmir’s recov-
ery is underway, not through headline-
grabbing breakthroughs, but through the 
quiet resolve of  its people, the gradual 
strengthening of  institutions, and the 
difficult yet vital process of  rebuilding 
public trust. What it needs is support and 
honest engagement, not reductive story-
telling that freezes the region in a state 
of  victimhood.

Journalism has a responsibility not 

just to expose injustice, but also to reflect 
complexity. The Diplomat’s one-sided 
portrayal may earn clicks and sympa-
thy, but it does a disservice to the very 
people it claims to speak for. Kashmir 
deserves more than pity, it deserves the 
truth. And the truth is: while challenges 
remain, Kashmir is moving forward and 
no amount of  agenda driven journalism 
will stop its ascent.

LG Sinha Calls On
The meeting assumes significance in 

backdrop of  the recent developments 
that have taken place after the April 22, 
Pahalgam terror attack that left 26 civil-
ians dead.

Soon after the attack India launched 
“Operation Sindoor” on May 7, 2025 and 
destroyed nine terrorist camps deep 
inside Pakistan and PoK. It led to break-
ing out skirmishes between India and 
Pakistan that continued till May 10. Both 
the countries announced ceasefire after 
Pakistan DGMO approached his coun-
terpart in India and sought the end to 
hostilities.

As the dust has settled tourists have 
returned to Kashmir and within 14 days 
of  ongoing annual Amarnath pilgrimage, 
more than 2.5 lakh devotees have paid 
obeisance at the holy cave shrine, nestled 
in Himalayas—(KNO)

CM Omar Inspects
It was informed that master plan divides 

the complex into six zones, including 
public spaces, knowledge centres, expe-
riential areas and a crafts bazaar.

Key infrastructure proposals, includ-
ing a span bridge and lift installations, 
were also discussed to improve acces-
sibility and to augment visitors' experi-
ence. Officers informed the Chief  Minis-
ter that most structures are recoverable 
and are being systematically restored to 
their original splendour.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah empha-
sised key priorities for the project’s 
vision. He said the central courtyard 
area should be developed as a priority for 
public attraction and must look welcom-
ing for visitors, highlighting the need for 
an entrance reflecting its true heritage 
character.He urged the timely completion 
of  ongoing works, stating that pending 
projects must be completed as early as 
possible to give meaningful purpose to 
the project. In a call for cultural revival, 
he added that Dogra crafts must be pro-
moted through events and planned activi-
ties in the complex.

Advisor Nasir Aslam Wani echoed the 
Chief  Minister’s sentiments, stating 
that it is important that Mubarak Mandi 
is attractive to visitors and becomes a 
vibrant heritage site that balances his-
torical authenticity with modern expec-
tations.

The Mubarak Mandi Complex is one 
of  Jammu’s most significant architec-
tural heritage sites and is envisioned as 
a comprehensive cultural centre, housing 
museums, conference venues and heri-
tage hospitality services.

During the interaction, the Chief  Min-
ister also reviewed operational challeng-
es and future requirements to ensure the 
project addresses both immediate resto-

ration goals and long-term sustainability.
Senior officers, including the Joint 

Commissioner JMC (also Additional CEO 
Jammu Smart City), Subah Mehta, Super-
intending Engineer Public Works Depart-
ment Ashwani Kangotra and others con-
cerned, were also present during the 
meeting.

PM Modi Secured
should not be messed with. Anyone who 

dares to do so has to face consequences.”
Shah said that PM Modi has turned the 

vision of  a prosperous, secure and devel-
oped India into reality.

“Under PM Modi’s leadership, the 
country has become the fourth largest 
economy in the world and 22 crore people 
were lifted above the poverty line,” he 
said.

“We are working to ensure that the ben-
efits of  cooperatives reach our people. 
Under PM Modi’s leadership, we have a 
plan that every beneficiary, whether it 
is the Centre or the State, should get its 
benefits,” he said—(KNO)

Kavinder Gupta To
hold the position of  LG Ladakh. Until 

now, Ladakh UT has been administered 
by non-political appointees- Radha Krish-
na Mathur (a retired IAS officer) and 
Brigadier (Dr.) B. D. Mishra (an Army 
veteran)—(KNO)

Jhelum, Other Stream
Asham at 3.84 ft. The tributaries also 

showed low levels, including Vishow 
Nallah at 2.73 m and Wullar Lake at 
1574.94 m.

Moreover, officials had earlier said 
there was no flood threat and water levels 
were being regularly monitored. It was 
also highlighted that the impact of  rain-
fall in upper catchments would likely 
show a day later.

Meanwhile, Faizan Arif  Keng, an Inde-
pendent Weather Forecaster, told KNO 
the rain has helped ease the region’s 
water shortages. “The recent rains have 
raised the water level of  the Jhelum, 
which will go a long way in addressing 
water scarcity. Streams and tributaries 
have also swelled, ensuring enough water 
for irrigation,” said Faizan.

Earlier, the Meteorological Centre Sri-
nagar has forecast more rainfall in the 
coming days, especially between July 
16–17 and again from July 21–23—(KNO)

Amarnath Yatra Halted
them to safer places.
"Yesterday around 7:25 pm, persistent 

rain triggered a landslide at Z Morh, 
between Rayalpathri and Brarimarg, 
resulting in the halting of  Yatra move-
ment and stranding a large number of  
pilgrims," said Jammu-based defence 
spokesperson Lt Col Suneel Bartwal.

"Responding to the situation, the Army 
detachment deployed at Brarimarg swung 
into action," he added.

Around 500 yatris stranded in the area 
were accommodated in tents and provid-
ed with tea and drinking water, adding, 

"Another 3,000 pilgrims found refuge in 
langars located between Brarimarg and 
Z Morh, which offered essential shelter 
and sustenance."

The Indian Army Quick Reaction Teams 
(QRTs) rescued a critically ill stranded 
yatri by undertaking a manual stretcher 
evacuation under adverse weather condi-
tions and safely transported the patient 
to Rayalpathri, from where an ambulance 
moved the individual for further medical 
care, he added.

The defence spokesperson said the 
camp director at Brarimarg and the com-
pany commander of  the Indian Army are 
present at the site and have assessed the 
situation as stable and under control, 
adding that efforts continue to ensure 
the safety and well-being of  all yatris in 
the area."

As per weather prediction, light rains 
at both Rayalpathri and Brarimarg are 
likely, and the Army remains on high 
alert to respond to any evolving situa-
tion, he said.

"These prompt actions are yet another 
testament to the Indian Army’s profes-
sionalism, dedication, and humanitar-
ian commitment during Amarnath Yatra 
2025, standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
every pilgrim through every challenge", 
the spokesperson said—(KNO)

kashmir University  Youth Power Shines Again
Varsity’s Youth Parliament Team Secures Spot Among Top 8 National Finalists

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The University of  
Kashmir`s (KU`s) Youth Parlia-
ment Team has emerged victo-
rious in the group-level com-
petition of  the 17th National 
Youth Parliament, organized by 
the Ministry of  Parliamentary 
Affairs, Government of  India.

With this commendable 
achievement, the team has now 
qualified for the final round 
of  the National-Level Youth 
Parliament, marking a proud 
moment for the University and 

the region.
Held under the banner of  

promoting democratic values, 
leadership and parliamentary 
knowledge among students, the 
competition witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from leading 
institutions across the country. 
The KU team stood out for its 
powerful presentation, clarity 
of  thought and spirited debate, 
reflecting the University’s com-
mitment to nurturing talent 
and youth leadership.

The selection of  the team to 
the final round of  this presti-

gious national competition is a 
testament to their hard work, 
dedication and the vibrant cul-
ture of  student engagement 
promoted by the Division of  
Youth Affairs, under the aegis 
of  the Department of  Students 
Welfare (DSW), University of  
Kashmir.

VC KU Prof  Nilofer Khan 
while applauding the team said 
“This achievement reflects the 
intellectual potential and dis-
ciplined energy of  our youth. 
I commend the team and the 
mentor for bringing such lau-

rels to the University and the 
region. The Youth Parliament is 
vibrant platform that cultivates 
leadership, civic awareness and 
the ability to articulate one’s 
vision for the country. I am 
proud of  the way our youth par-
liament team has represented 
the University and of  the efforts 
made by the Department of  Stu-
dents Welfare in nurturing such 
talent.”

Registrar KU Prof. Naseer 
Iqbal said “Kashmir University 
continues to shine in national 
forums through its dedicated 

and dynamic mentor and stu-
dents. Their success at this 
stage of  the Youth Parliament 
reflects not only their confi-
dence and preparation but also 
the support ecosystem we are 
building through academic and 
extracurricular excellence.”

Prof. Pervez Ahmed, Dean 
Students Welfare, KU added: 
“This milestone reflects our 
sustained efforts in empower-
ing students to grow as respon-
sible, articulate and thoughtful 
citizens. The Department has 
consistently created platforms 

that allow our students to lead, 
express and engage with con-
temporary issues.”

Dr. Shahid Ali Khan, Cultur-
al Officer, DSW KU and Coor-
dinator, and Mentor of  the KU 
Youth Parliament Team while 
sharing his thoughts on the 
occasion said “We have adopt-
ed scientific and performance-
based methods to train our stu-
dents, the same approach used 
by premier institutions such as 
the National School of  Drama 
and other leading academies. 
Our students have immense 

potential, which simply needs 
direction, discipline and confi-
dence-building.”

He added “After rigorous 
training and guidance, they not 
only showcased their oratory 
skills but also demonstrated a 
deep understanding of  demo-
cratic values and public dia-
logue.”

He informed that this year, 51 
teams from leading universities 
across the country participated 
in the group-level competitions, 
out of  which only 8 teams have 
qualified for the final round.

PWD promotes 20 AEEs as 

Incharge Executive Engineers
Dy CM Congratulates Promotees, Hopes For Greater Efficiency

MP Man Covers 3200 Kms On 

Foot To Perform Darshan At 

Holy Cave Shrine
UMAISAR GULL GANIE

QAZIGUND: A devotee 
from Madhya Pradesh has 
covered nearly 3,200 kilo-
meters on foot to reach 
the sacred Amarnath 
Cave in South Kashmir.

Carrying a religious 
flag and a 25-kg backpack, 
Yashwant, a pilgrim, said 
he began his journey from 
Madhya Pradesh and has 
walked through holy 
cities including Ayodhya, 
Haridwar and Jyotirling 
temples.

Yashwant said, “I have 
been walking for the last 
four months, and now I 
am finally about to reach 
the holy cave. I will pro-
ceed through Baltal. My 
wish is to see my religion 
and my country prog-
ress.”

Asked why he chose 
to travel on foot despite 
modern conveniences, 
he said, “You can explore 
the world by car or horse, 
but you can’t truly under-
stand people and cultures 
without walking among 

them.”
He expressed grati-

tude for the warm hos-
pitality received along 
the route and said he 
faced no major issues 
during the journey. 
“I will pray for peace 
and development in the 
country once I reach the 
cave,” Yashwant said.

The Amarnath Yatra, 
which leads devotees 
to the 3,880-metre-high 
shrine, continues to wit-
ness stories of  extraordi-
nary devotion—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a sig-
nificant administrative 
development, the Public 
Works (R&B) Depart-
ment Thursday ordered 
the placement of  20 
Assistant Executive 
Engineers and Incharge 
Assistant Executive 
Engineers (Mechanical) 
as Incharge Executive 
Engineers.

This long-pending 

placement has been 
made after consider-
able delay and was 
expedited due to the 
personal intervention 
of  Deputy Chief  Min-
ister, Surinder Choud-
hary, who has been 
consistently advocating 
for timely career pro-
gression and address-
ing stagnation in the 
department.

Congratulating the 
promotees, the Deputy 

Chief  Minister said that 
this move is expected to 
streamline the depart-
mental functioning and 
bring greater efficiency 
and accountability in 
the mechanical engi-
neering wing of  the 
PWD (R&B).

He expressed confi-
dence that the elevated 
officers will contribute 
effectively in their new 
roles and uphold the 
spirit of  service deliv-

ery and infrastructure 
development in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Engineering frater-
nity extends heartfelt 
gratitude to the Chief  
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah and special thanks 
to Deputy Chief  Min-
ister, who is also PWD 
(R&B) Minister for their 
continued efforts in 
strengthening the engi-
neering cadre.
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KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, ED-2ND, RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR

NEAR SILK FACTORY RAJBAGH SRINAGAR
email: xened2nd@gmail.com  Tel/Fax : 01942311374

e-NIT No: ED-II/12 of 2025-26 Dated : 15-07-2025
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, Kashmir Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL), e-bids are invited from Reputed 
Contractors having Valid A-Class Electrical Contractor License or equivalent license issued by Chief Electrical Inspector of J&KPDD / Relevant 
issuing authority / Registered Firms / Bidders enlisted with CPWD / MES / Railways for the following work

1 Name of the Work Supply,installation,testing ,commissioning of Cable Tray, LT Busbars and Providing & Fixing of Fibre Glass for fencing 
of  DG Sets Installed at  New Civil Secretariat Srinagar Under Capex Budget 2025-26

2. Estimated Cost Rs 8.30 Lacs
3 AAA & TS Accorded
4 Postion of funds Available

The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in.  Interested bidders may view or download the e-Bid document, seek 
clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to date as per the details mentioned in the table below :

A Date & Time of Downloading of Standard Bidding 
Document

The Standard Bidding Document can be downloaded over http://jktenders.gov.in 
from 19-07-2025; 10:00 AM

B Clarifications Start Date 19/07/25, 10:00 AM
C Clarifications End Date 25/07/25, 04:30 PM

D
e-Bid Submission (Start) Date & Time 
(Submission of e- tender fee, EMD and other 
supporting documents in PDF/XLS format)

26/07/25, 10.00 AM

E
e-Bid Submission (End) Date & Time (Submission 
of  e- tender fee, EMD and other supporting 
documents in PDF/XLS format)

11/08/25, 02:30 PM

F Online e-Bid Opening Date & Time 12/08/25, 02.30 PM
G Venue of Opening of Technical & Financial e-Bids Office of the Executive Engineer, KPDCL,  ED-2 nd,  Rajbagh,  Sr inagar 
H Cost of e-Bid Document (e-challan/TR) Rs. 500/-  (Rupees Five Hundred Only)  (Non-Refundable)

I Amount of EMD/Performance Security Deposit
EMD for Rs 16,600/-  (Rupees Sixteen Thousand six hundred Only) to be furnished and 
uploaded by all bidders for tender participation and Performance Security Deposit for 
an amount equal to 5% of the value of contract (to be furnished by L1 only)  

1.   The  bidders  need  to submit  the  proof/Cost of e-Bid document as stated  in the  above  table through e-Challan/Treasury Receipt 
pledged to Executive Engineer, KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar to be Credited to M.H-0801-Power payable at Srinagar. The scanned 
copy of the e-Challan/Treasury Receipt must be enclosed along with the e-Bids. No Demand Draft shall be accepted. No Bidder shall be 
exempted from depositing Cost of e-Bid document even if agency/bidder is MSME

2.  All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee for tender participation by 
all bidders, pledged to the Executive Engineer, KPDCL,ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar. No Interest would be payable on EMD/Performance 
Security deposited with the Department. No Bidder shall be exempted from depositing Cost of e-Bid document even if agency/bidder is 
MSME The e-Bids of the bidders not submitting the certified copies of above mentioned documents at S.No. (1) and (2) in scanned form 
shall liable to be rejected.

3.   Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD needs to be submitted only by the lowest tenderer instantly after opening of e-NIT and must 
be pledged to the Executive Engineer, KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar. The same must be submitted to this office within 03 days 
positively for award of contract.

4.  The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on 
indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An 
authority letter of bidder’s representative will be required to be produced.

5.  The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The decision 
of department will be final and binding.

6.  In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being declared a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for 
opening of e-Bids shall be the following working day at the appointed time and place.

7.  All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas 
Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD. Also, Signed and Stamped Copy 
of SBD is required to be uploaded.

8.  To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate’ - (DSC) Class-III (b) as per Information Technology 
Act-2000, to participate in online bidding.

9.  Hard Copy of requisite documents shall be required to be submitted only by the Lowest Tenderer with original Performance Security and 
e-Challan/Treasury Receipt instantly after opening of e-NIT pledged to Executive Engineer, KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh, Srinagar.

10.  The Name of the Work/Job along with e-NIT reference should be superscripted in Bold letters on the envelope and the Name/Firm of the 
Lowest Bidder should be clearly written on the cover.

 It may  be  noted  that  the  hard  copy  should  be an exact  replica  of  the uploaded  offer documents by the Lowest Tenderer.
 Documents uploaded on the website shall be treated as final.
11.  As per Finance Department Circular No. 01  (Adm) FD of 2025 Dated: 08-07-2025, “Every participating bidder/contractor to mandatorily 

disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. No payments shall be released by the 
Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST registered number of the successful 
bidder.”

12.  Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
No : ED-II/6433-36/Ts  Sd/-
Dated : 15-07-2025 Executive Engineer
DIPK-NB-1194-25  KPDCL, ED-2nd, Rajbagh
DT: 17/07/2025 Srinagar  

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

PUBLIC WORKS (R&B) DEPARTMENT
CIVIL SECRETARIAT, J&K

Subject: Acceptance of Civil Engineering (Three years) Diploma certificate.

NOTICE INVITING OBJECTIONS
WHEREAS, the Chief Engineer, Public Works (R&B) Department, Zone Central Kashmir, vide communication No. CE/RBK/ADM/2051-
53 dated 01.05.2024, has forwarded the case of Mr. Abid Altaf Wani, Draftsman for acceptance of diploma and inclusion of his name 
in the seniority list of Draftsman (Civil) diploma holders with following details:-

Name with 
Designation

Date of 
Appointment Year of enrollment Name of the 

University
Date of passing of 

degree
Permission Status

Mr. Abid
Altaf Wani
Draftsman

(Civil)

29.03.2017 2013

Punjab State 
Board of Technical 

Education & 
Industrial Training 

Chandigarh

13.09.2018

As reported 
by the CF., he 
was enrolled/ 
registered for 

Diploma prior to his 
appointment and 
passed through 
backlog exam

AND WHEREAS, the Diploma certificates were forwarded to the concerned Institution vide this department's letter dated 09.10.2023 
for verification & in response, the concerned Institution vide letter No. PSB/Verification/2023/69 dated 09.1.2024 verified the same 
as genuine and;
WHEREAS, the case has been examined in the Department and it has been observed that the same qualifies for treatment as Draftsman, 
Diploma holder (Civil) and fix his seniority in the seniority list of Diploma Holder, Draftsman (Civil) at an appropriate place as and when 
the same is notified; and
 WHEREAS, the said Draftsman (Civil) has also given an undertaking in the shape  of an affidavit which is reproduced here as under:-
“that the information regarding three years civil diploma is found false at any point of time in my service, in that case the diploma shall 
be deemed to be cancelled ab-initio and action as warranted under rules shall be initiated against me in light of the J&K civil services 
(classification, control and appeal) Rules 1956”.
Therefore, before proceeding further in the matter, objections are hereby invited through the medium of this notice from person (s), likely 
to be affected by such acceptance of Diploma and subsequent inclusion of his name in the seniority list of Draftsman (civil) Diploma 
holders. The objections (s) should reach Secretary to the Government, Public Works (R&B) Department through Chief Engineer PW (R&B) 
Department, Zone Central Kashmir within a period of 21 days from the date of publication of this Notice. Any objection (s), received after 
the expiry of stipulated time period, shall not be entertained under any circumstances.
No: PWD-HRM1/57/2023-05 (C.No.7189270 )  (Hamid Hmeed)
Dated: 10 .07.2025  Under secretary to the Government

DIPK-3842-25
DT: 17/07/2025

U'khand: High-profile arrests, 
71 per cent conviction rate 
marks CM Dhami’s anti-
corruption push

IANS 

DEHRADUN: In a sweep-
ing campaign to cleanse 
Uttarakhand’s adminis-
trative machinery, Chief  
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami’s zero-tolerance 
policy against corruption 
has yielded a series of  deci-
sive actions -- both high-
profile and systemic.

Over the past four and 
a half  years, the Vigilance 
Department has conducted 
82 trap operations, result-
ing in 94 arrests, including 
13 gazetted officers.

Backed by a 71 per cent 
conviction rate, Uttara-
khand’s anti-corruption 
campaign has firmly tran-
sitioned from principled 
declarations to concrete, 
courtroom victories.

Among the most notable 
cases are arrests of  senior 
officials across depart-
ments; a PWD Assistant 
Engineer in Nainital 
caught soliciting Rs 10,000; 
a UPCL Junior Engineer 
in Dehradun accepting Rs 
15,000; and a Roadways 
AGM (assistant general 
manager) in Kashipur 
detained for a Rs 90,000 
bribe.

The District Excise Offi-
cer in Rudrapur was appre-
hended for accepting a ten 
percent commission on 
liquor consignments worth 
Rs 10 lakh.

These arrests reflect the 
breadth of  the crackdown, 
extending from techni-
cal cadres to regulatory 
authorities.

The Chief  Minister has 
directed all departments to 
withhold key responsibili-
ties from accused officials 
until final judicial out-
comes are reached.

A toll-free helpline 
(1064) has been launched 

to encourage public report-
ing, and prosecution time-
lines in trap cases have 
been fast-tracked.

According to the official 
data, arrests have steadily 
increased year-on-year; 
7 in 2021; 15 in 2022; 20 in 
2023, and 38 in 2024.

As of  mid-July 2025, 14 
arrests have already been 
recorded. In a parallel dis-
ciplinary action, the Utta-
rakhand Drinking Water 
Corporation suspended 
Superintending Engineer 
Sujit Kumar Vikas follow-
ing grave allegations of  
financial misconduct.

The officer allegedly 
facilitated a Rs 10 lakh 
transfer to a firm linked to 
his spouse in exchange for 
departmental favours.

Despite being given 
time to respond, he failed 
to submit a clarification, 
prompting immediate sus-
pension.

The Corporation’s 
Chairman clarified that 
the charges were of  a seri-
ous nature and that Vikas’ 
continued presence in 
Haldwani would adversely 
affect the morale and integ-
rity of  other officials.

He has now been reas-
signed to the General 
Manager (Training) office 
in Roorkee for the duration 
of  the inquiry.

This layered approach 
-- combining legal pros-
ecution with administra-
tive discipline -- signals a 
new era in Uttarakhand’s 
governance, where ethi-
cal conduct is not merely 
expected but enforced.

Under CM Dhami’s lead-
ership, the state appears 
determined to transform its 
bureaucratic culture, restor-
ing public trust through 
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and swift justice.

Delegation of Special Envoys from 

South Korea calls on PM Modi
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
reaffirmed India's com-
mitment to advancing the 
India–South Korea Spe-
cial Strategic Partnership 
as a delegation of  Special 
Envoys from the country 
called on him in New Delhi, 
on Thursday.

The visiting delega-
tion is led by the coun-
try's former PM Kim Boo 
Kyum and also includes 
Rep Lee Kai Ho and DPK 
Supreme Council Member 
Song Sun-ho.

"Delighted to receive 
the delegation of  Special 
Envoys from the Republic 
of  Korea led by Mr. Kim 
Boo Kyum. Recalled my 
positive meeting with Pres-
ident Jaemyung Lee last 
month. India–ROK Spe-
cial Strategic Partnership, 
which completes 10 years, 
continues to grow from 
innovation and defence to 
shipbuilding and skilled 
mobility. Close collabora-
tion between the democra-
cies contributes to peace, 
stability, and prosperity in 

the Indo-Pacific region," 
PM Modi posted on X after 
the meeting.

Earlier in the day, the 
high-level South Korean 
delegation called on 
External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S. Jaishankar as 
both sides discussed ways 
to deepen cooperation 
in the areas of  economy, 
technology, defence, and 
maritime security, along 
with enhancing people-to-
people exchanges.

India affirmed to active-
ly engage with the new 
South Korean administra-

tion with an aim to further 
boost the Special Strategic 
Partnership between both 
nations.

"Delighted to meet 
RoK President Lee Jae 
Myung’s delegation of  
Special Envoys to India 
led by former PM Kim 
Boo-kyum this morning in 
Delhi. Discussed economic, 
technology, defence and 
maritime cooperation. As 
well as expanding people-
to-people exchanges. India 
will engage the new admin-
istration actively and work 
towards further enhancing 

our Special Strategic Part-
nership," EAM Jaishankar 
posted on X.

India and South Korea 
began a 'Strategic Partner-
ship' in 2010, which was 
elevated to 'Special Stra-
tegic Partnership' in 2015 
during the State Visit of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Seoul.

South Korea's President 
Lee Jae Myung on Sunday 
appointed special envoys to 
India, the European Union 
(EU), France, and Britain, 
the Presidential Office 
said, as part of  broader dip-
lomatic outreach efforts.

The move is seen as an 
effort to strengthen the 
foundation for summit 
diplomacy by sending 
special envoys who can 
brief  on Lee's state affairs 
policy and deliver friend-
ly messages to widen 
exchange.

A presidential official 
said the government plans 
to appoint special envoys 
who can appropriately 
explain the new govern-
ment's governing philoso-
phy and foreign policy 
agenda.

Veteran diplomat Taranjit Sandhu joins US-India strategic forum
IANS 

NEW DELHI: Veteran dip-
lomat and India's former 
Ambassador to the United 
States, Taranjit Singh 
Sandhu has joined the US-
India Strategic Partnership 
Forum (USISPF) as Advisor 
to the Board and will be the 
Chairman of  the USISPF 
Geopolitical Institute.

In his new role, Ambas-
sador Sandhu will lend his 
diplomatic acumen to guide 
USISPF's strategic engage-
ments on the India-Middle-
East-Europe-Economic 
Corridor (IMEC), the Indo-
Pacific Quadrilateral Secu-
rity Dialogue (Quad) and the 
I2U2 (India, Israel, USA, and 
UAE) initiatives.

During his stint in Wash-
ington, the seasoned diplo-
mat had played a key role in 
strengthening the India-US 
relations and also worked 
closely with the USISPF 
before calling time on his 
35-year diplomatic career 
in February 2024.

"I am delighted to join the 
US India Strategic Partner-
ship Forum as Chairman of  
its Geopolitical Institute. I 
have had the opportunity 
to work on as well as follow 
the India-US story for over 
three decades. The relation-
ship has evolved into a Com-
prehensive Global Strategic 
Partnership, underpinned 
by shared values and inter-
ests, matured in charac-
ter and nurtured by the 

vibrant people-to-people ties 
between the two countries," 
said Sandhu while high-
lighting that Prime Minister 
Modi and President Trump 
have imparted renewed 
vigour through the India-
US COMPACT that focuses 
on key sectors including 
defence, technology, energy 
and trade.

He highlighted that 
USISPF has played a signif-
icant role in forging closer 
ties between the govern-
ments, industry, innovators 
and academia of  India and 
the United States.

With the Indo-Pacific 
a priority, Ambassador 
Sandhu is expected to lend 
to USISPF's work in the 
Quad, as four democracies - 

India, United States, Japan 
and Australia - strengthen 
defence ties, vaccine diplo-
macy in healthcare, energy 
partnerships, and critical 
and emerging technology.

The key focus would also 
be on strengthening infra-
structure, supply chains and 
economic corridors through 
the IMEC and the I2U2, 
which came into existence 
during Ambassador Sand-
hu's time in Washington.

India and the United 
States have engaged in deep 
collaboration in the fields of  
energy, critical and emerg-
ing technology, education, 
space and defence since 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi came to power 11 years 
ago.

India cautions NATO chief against any 'double standards' 
on sanctioning countries trading with Russia

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Reacting 
strongly to NATO Secre-
tary General Mark Rutte's 
recent comments on coun-
tries engaging in busi-
ness with Russia, India on 
Thursday reiterated that 
there should be no "double-
standards" on the matter.

"We have seen reports 
on the subject and are 
closely following the devel-
opments. Let me reiterate 
that securing the energy 
needs of  our people is 
understandably an over-
riding priority for us. In 
this endeavour, we are 
guided by what is available 
in the markets and also by 
prevailing global circum-
stances. We would particu-
larly caution against any 
double standards on the 
matter," Ministry of  Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal 
said during a weekly media 
briefing in New Delhi.

Earlier this week, Rutte, 

during his visit to Wash-
ington, stated that China, 
India and Brazil could face 
severe economic sanctions 
if  they continue doing busi-
ness with Russia.

"If  you are the Presi-
dent of  China or the 
Prime Minister of  India, 
or the President of  Brazil, 
and you are still trading 
with Russia and getting 
their oil and gas, then 
you know: if  the man in 
Moscow doesn't take the 
peace negotiations seri-
ously, I will impose 100 
per cent secondary sanc-
tions," Rutte said.

Meanwhile, Union Min-
ister of  Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Hardeep Singh 
Puri on Thursday said 
that India has diversified 
its sources for buying oil 
in the global market, due 
to which the government is 
not “unduly worried” over 
any US crackdown on Rus-
sia's oil exports.

Speaking at the Urja 
Varta 2025, the minister 

said India currently buys 
oil from 40 nations, as com-
pared to 27 countries in 
2007, and the global market 
is well-supplied.

"There is a lot of  oil 
available in the market. 
Iran and Venezuela are 
currently under sanc-
tions. But are they going 
to be under sanctions 
forever? Many countries, 
including Brazil, Canada 
and others, are ramping 
up output. I am not unduly 
worried about supplies as 
of  now. We have diversi-
fied our sources," Puri 
said.

The minister’s state-
ment came against the 
backdrop of  US President 
Donald Trump announcing 
that secondary sanctions 
would be imposed on coun-
tries buying Russian oil.

On July 15, Trump had 
threatened to impose seri-
ous trade restrictions on 
Russia unless a peace deal 
with Ukraine is reached 
within 50 days. Trump 

said US tariffs on Russian 
exports would be increased 
to 100 per cent, while also 
threatening to impose sec-
ondary sanctions on coun-
tries such as India and 
China that buy oil from 
Russia.

On Trump’s threats, 
Puri said, “I have heard 
these threats. Some state-
ments are made to ensure 
two disputants settle an 
issue."

Puri further stated 
that India’s oil purchases 
from Moscow had played 
an important role in stabi-
lising prices in the global 
market.

He said crude oil prices 
could have skyrocketed 
to $130 per barrel in the 
absence of  India-Russia 
oil trade when the Ukraine 
war began in 2022.

Prior to the Russia-
Ukraine war, India used 
to buy a mere 0.2 per cent 
of  its crude imports from 
Moscow. This, today, 
stands close to 40 per cent.
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Workshop on ‘Transforming 
the Skilling Landscape in 
J&K’ concludes successfully
CS calls it a forum to generate long term ‘Skill Vision Plan’ for J&K

Sakeena Itoo reviews performance, functioning 
of J&K Medical Supplies Corporation

Congrats for 

performing Hajj

Our friend and brother Mr Zahoor Ahmad Dar recently 
came back from Safr e Mehmood. May Almighty Allah 
accept his Hajj and shower blessings on him.

Editor
Good Morning Kashmir

J&K Achieves Transformative 

Swachh Survekshan 2024 rankings
Jammu Tops UT, Earns 3-Star GFC; Beerwah attains 1-Star GFC Rating

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:: The Depart-
ment of  Skill Development, 
Government of  Jammu & 
Kashmir, successfully con-
cluded a two-day National 
Conference on “Trans-
forming the Skilling Eco-
system in Jammu & Kash-
mir” held on July 16–17, 
2025 in Srinagar.

The conference brought 
together over 100 key stake-
holders from across India—
including senior govern-
ment officials, industry 
leaders, academic experts, 
civil society representatives, 
and skilling professionals—
to chart a unified and out-
come-driven roadmap for 
skilling in J&K.

Delivering the keynote 
address, the Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, reaf-
firmed the government’s 
commitment to creating 
sustainable skilling path-
ways aligned with the 
national vision of  Viksit 
Bharat.

He calls it a moment to 
align skilling with the aspi-
rations of  our youth and 
the demands of  a dynamic 
economy. He termed this 
workshop a deliberating 
form where all national 
level stakeholders put 
their heads together to give 
their inputs about framing 
a robust ‘Skill Vision Plan’ 
for J&K to implement over 

the next several years.
Key messages from the 

Chief  Secretary’s address 
included the active involve-
ment of  industries in co-
developing curricula. He 
also called for the intro-
duction of  vocational edu-
cation at the school and 
college level.

Emphasizing adaptabil-
ity through the quote: “The 
illiterate of  the future will 
not be those who cannot 
read and write, but those 
who cannot learn, unlearn, 
and relearn.”

Secretary, Department 
of  Skill Development, Shri 
Rajeev Ranjan, echoed 
these sentiments, stating 
that “The real challenge 
today is not unemployment, 
but unemployability.”

He underscored the 

need for aligning work-
force skills with evolving 
market requirements and 
stressed that curriculum 
design must be integrated 
with delivery mechanisms 
for tangible outcomes.

 Shahzad Alam, Direc-
tor, Skill Development 
Department, played a key 
leadership role in steering 
the conference, ensuring 
cross-sectoral participa-
tion and driving forward 
the vision of  a holistic 
skilling ecosystem.

The Conference High-
lights constituted the strate-
gic panels on Systemic Gaps 
and Market Alignment, 
Market Needs vs. Skill Gaps, 
Systemic Skilling Reform 
through Coordination, 
Apprenticeship to Place-
ment, Innovation, Infra-

structure, Curriculum for 
Future-Readiness, Human 
Resource Management in 
Skilling, Strengthening the 
role of  Education Institu-
tions, Tech Tools & Data 
Systems in Skilling, Skilling 
for Entrepreneurship

Key Themes Across the 
Conference includes cur-
rent state of  skilling infra-
structure in J&K, Sector-
wise skill-gap analysis, 
Alignment of  curriculum 
with industry needs, Best 
practices in public-private 
partnership (PPP) model 
besides others.

One of  the central out-
comes of  the conference 
was a structured consulta-
tion on a visionary skill-
ing roadmap for Jammu 
& Kashmir. This road-
map envisions “Skills for 
All”—including students, 
women, and youth in rural 
areas. Building a support-
ive and collaborative eco-
system for the same in the 
times to come.

The roadmap aspires to 
position J&K as a national 
model for outcome-orient-
ed, inclusive, and innova-
tion-driven skilling. Key 
components include the 
proposed Skills University, 
digital integration of  plat-
forms, focus on green and 
emerging jobs, and synergy 
with MSMEs and entrepre-
neurship networks across 
the country.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
Thursday directed the J&K 
Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion Limited (JKMSCL) to 
ensure zero stock-outs of  
life-saving drugs and injec-
tions, particularly in emer-
gency and trauma care 
units of  all district hospitals 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

The Minister passed on 
these directions while con-
ducting a comprehensive 
review of  functioning and 
performance of  the J&K 
Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion Limited (JKMSCL) in a 
meeting held at Civil Secre-
tariat here today.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary Health and 
Medical Education, Dr. 
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah; 
CEO State Health Agency, 
Ananth Dwivedi; MD 
JKMSCL, Kapil Mishra; 
Director Health Services 
Kashmir/Jammu, Director 
Family Welfare and Immu-
nization, Director Finance, 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation department, Princi-
pals of  various GMCs and 
other senior officers, either 
in person or through video 
conferencing.

Addressing the officers, 
the Minister underlined the 
pivotal role of  JKMSCL in 
ensuring seamless procure-
ment and distribution of  
essential medicines, surgi-
cal equipments and other 
necessary medical supplies 
to the government health 
institutions across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

While having detailed 

appraisal of  the corpora-
tion’s procurement process-
es, inventory management 
systems, logistics networks 
and district-wise supply 
status, the Minister stressed 
on the urgent need to plug 
any gaps in real-time supply 
of  critical and life saving 
medicines.

 She directed the JKMSCL 
to ensure zero stock-outs of  
life-saving drugs and injec-
tions, particularly for cancer 
patients as well as cardiac 
patients in all district hos-
pitals of  J&K. “Health and 
well-being of  the people is 
non-negotiable. We must 
ensure that no hospital, 
regardless of  its location, 
faces a shortage of  essential 
or emergency medicines”, 
asserted the Minister.

Highlighting that a 
robust, transparent and 
responsive supply chain is 
the backbone of  any public 
healthcare system, she 
instructed the JKMSCL 
management to adopt tech-
enabled inventory tracking 
systems, ensure real-time 
coordination with GMC 
Principals, Chief  Medical 
Officers (CMOs) and con-
duct monthly audits to mon-
itor availability of  essential 
healthcare supplies and uti-
lization of  stock.

She directed both the 

Directors of  health depart-
ment to give advance requi-
sition for healthcare equip-
ment and accessories to the 
JKMSCL in order to avoid 
any delay in healthcare 
service delivery to people. 
“The effectiveness of  our 
health system is closely tied 
to the efficiency of  medical 
supply chains, any delay or 
lapse directly affects patient 
care”, the Minister stated.

Calling for maintaining 
quality standards, espe-
cially in procurement of  
antibiotics, cardiovascular 
and other critical drugs, 
Sakeena Itoo emphasized 
upon the management of  
JKMSCL to maintain strin-
gent quality control bench-
marks for procurement 
process for enhanced trans-
parency and competitive-
ness. She also asked them 
to avoid any kind of  delay 
in procurement process 
as these equipments and 
medical supplies are very 
critical for improving the 
healthcare facilities across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

 She also directed the 
officers to monitor the shelf-
life, storage conditions and 
distribution equity of  medi-
cines at all health institu-
tions at their own level. She 
further stressed on the need 
to build greater synergy 

between the Corporation 
and various healthcare insti-
tutions, especially in remote 
and underserved areas.

While reviewing the 
procurement of  high-end 
equipments like Tesla MRI 
machine, Cardia Cath Lab, 
128 Slice CT Scan machine, 
3D 4K visualization tower 
for Kidney transplant, 
microsurgery and open sur-
gery, CT Simulator, Micro-
array system and other 
related equipment, the Min-
ister directed both the man-
agement of  JKMSCL and 
health department to check 
sites in advance at required 
health facilities where they 
are being set up so as to 
avoid any last minute delay.

During the meeting, a 
detailed presentation was 
given by the MD JKMSCL, 
highlighting key achieve-
ments, procurement time-
lines, vendor performance 
metrics and other issues of  
the corporation.

Meanwhile, the Minister 
also reviewed the satura-
tion of  Ayushman Bharat-
PMJAY/SEHAT scheme 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

During the meeting, the 
Minister emphasized on 
the critical role of  univer-
sal health coverage, under-
lining the need to ensure 
equitable and timely access 
to healthcare services for 
every household in the 
region, especially in remote 
and underserved areas. 
“The objective of  Ayushman 
Bharat and SEHAT is inclu-
sivity and access. We must 
ensure that no family is 
denied their right to quality 
healthcare because of  pro-
cedural bottlenecks or geo-
graphic barriers”, she said.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a remark-
able achievement for the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
& Kashmir, Jammu Munic-
ipal Corporation has been 
declared the Cleanest 
City of  Jammu and Kash-
mir under the prestigious 
Swachh Survekshan 2024. 
Swachh Survekshan the 
largest annual cleanliness 
survey of  urban India con-
ducted by the Ministry of  
Housing & Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA), Government 
of  India aiming to make 
all urban areas cleaner, 
greener and healthier. This 
nationwide initiative under 
the Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion-U evaluates the sanita-
tion and hygiene standards 
of  urban areas, encourag-
ing citizens, municipal 
bodies and organizations 
to actively participate in 
improving waste manage-
ment, maintaining public 
spaces and adopting sus-
tainable practices.

Adding another feather 
to its cap, Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation has also 
earned the prestigious 
3-Star Garbage-Free City 
(GFC) certification under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban) 2.0, marking a 
significant milestone in 
sustainable waste manage-
ment. The Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation has fur-
ther been recognized with 
the ‘Promising Swachh 

Shehar’ award by the Min-
istry of  Housing & Urban 
affairs, GoI, acknowledg-
ing its consistent efforts 
toward cleanliness and 
citizen engagement.

In another noteworthy 
achievement, Municipal 
Committee Beerwah has 
secured 1-Star Garbage-
Free certification, contrib-
uting to the collective prog-
ress of  the Union Territory.

Housing & Urban Devel-
opment Department, J&K 
is the implementing agency 
of   SBM –Urban 2.0 in J&K 
which is lead by Commis-
sioner/Secretary to Govt., 
Ms Mandeep Kaur (IAS) 
since last year and the 
overall performance of  
J&K’s Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) has shown remark-
able improvement this 
year. Seventy ULBs have 
now attained Open Def-

ecation Free Plus (ODF+) 
status, reflecting signifi-
cant strides in sanitation 
infrastructure and behav-
ioural change.

This success is a testa-
ment to the relentless efforts 
of  Housing & Urban Devel-
opment Department J&K 
headed by the Commission-
er Secretary, Ms Mandeep 
Kaur (IAS) & Urban Local 
Bodies and the unwavering 
support of  citizens, dem-
onstrating how teamwork, 
dedication and active public 
participation can transform 
towns and cities into better 
places to live.

With a remarkable 
improvement in Swachh 
Survekshan rankings and 
the addition of  multiple 
prestigious accolades, 
Jammu & Kashmir is 
charting a transforma-
tive path towards cleaner 

sustainable urban devel-
opment. This progress 
reflects a strong commit-
ment to creating cities that 
are not only clean but also 
environmentally resil-
ient and citizen-friendly. 
By embracing scientific 
waste management solu-
tions, driving behavioural 
change and fostering 
active citizen participa-
tion, Jammu & Kashmir 
is steadily progressing 
toward its vision of  gar-
bage-free urban areas—an 
effort that perfectly aligns 
with the core objectives of  
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban) 2.0. For Jammu 
Municipal Corporation MD 
SBM & Commissioner JMC 
Dr Devansh Yadav (IAS) 
received the state award by 
Union Minister, Housing & 
Urban Affairs, GoI in New 
Delhi on 17th July, 2025.

One day sensitization 
programme held at J&K 
Judicial Academy Srinagar

GMK News Network
SRINAGAR: A one 

day special training pro-
gramme on ‘Civil Services 
Regulations (CSR); Execu-
tion of  Warrants, Carry-
ing Out Attachment, Sale 
& Other Official Duties 
for Executing Orders of  
the Execution Court’ was 
organized Thursday at 
J&K Judicial Academy, 
Mominabad, Srinagar, 
for Accounts Officers and 
Nazirs of  various courts of  
Kashmir Province and the 
Union Territory of  Ladakh 
and of  the High Court.

The training was organ-
sied under the patronage 
of  Justice Arun Kumar 
Pali, Hon’ble the Chief  
Justice, High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh (Patron-in-Chief, 
J&K Judicial Academy), 
and under the guidance 
of  the Chairperson and 
members of  the Govern-
ing Committee of  the J&K 
Judicial Academy.

The programme was 
designed to enhance the 
understanding of  pro-
cedural and regulatory 
responsibilities among 
court and administrative 
staff  involved in executing 
court orders and handling 
service-related matters 
under CSR.

Director, J&K Judicial 
Academy, Sonia Gupta 
introduced the objectives 
of  the training.

The technical session 
was conducted by Rajiv 
Gupta, Registrar Vigilance, 
High Court of  Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh and 
Khem Raj Sharma, Regis-
trar Rules, High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh.

They explained the pro-
cesses involved in the exe-
cution of  warrants, attach-
ment and sale procedures, 
and other duties associated 
with the execution of  court 
orders. They also outlined 
practical scenarios and 
responded to participant 
queries to ensure opera-
tional clarity.

The session encom-
passed a detailed overview 
of  the relevant legal pro-
visions under the Code of  
Civil Procedure (CPC) that 
govern execution proceed-
ings. Sharma highlighted 
the importance of  adher-
ing strictly to procedural 
requirements to avoid legal 
challenges and ensure the 
enforceability of  execution 
actions.

The second session was 
conducted by G. M. Wani, 
Accounts Officer, who 
focused on key CSR pro-
visions including Leave 
Rules, Pension Rules, and 
regulations around Join-
ing Time. He also delved 
into TA Rules, Pay Fixa-
tion procedures, and the 
correct maintenance of  
Service Books.

Participants were 
briefed on common lapses 
and best practices in han-
dling service records and 
entitlements.

The day concluded with 
an interactive session, 
during which attendees 
shared feedback, raised 
queries, and engaged in a 
discussion on challenges 
they face in implementa-
tion of  the covered topics. 
The resource persons 
responded to all ques-
tions and guided staff  on 
compliance and updates 
in rules.

Patient care suffer in 
Jammu as Doctors’ strike 
enters day 2 at GMC

AGENCIES

JAMMU: The ongoing 
strike by the resident doc-
tors at Government Medi-
cal College (GMC) Jammu 
entered its second day 
on Thursday to protest 
against an assault of  a 
female resident doctor.

The strike, initiated 
by the Resident Doctors’ 
Association (RDA) of  GMC 
Jammu, has led to the 
shutdown of  all emergen-
cy and outpatient depart-
ment (OPD) services, sig-
nificantly impacting the 
patient care.

While faculty mem-
bers have been deployed 
to maintain emergency 
services, the absence of  
resident doctors has led to 
delays and disruptions.

The protest stems from 
demands for justice and 
enhanced security mea-
sures for healthcare pro-
fessionals after the assault, 
which occurred following 
the death of  a patient on 
July 16.

The strike was triggered 
by an altercation at GMC 
Jammu on July 16, after 
the death of  60-year-old 
patient Rajinder Kumar, 
who succumbed to respira-
tory arrest due to a severe 
brain haemorrhage.

The patient’s family 
accused the hospital staff  
of  negligence, leading 
to a violent confronta-
tion where a female resi-
dent doctor was allegedly 
kicked and assaulted by a 
relative of  the deceased.

In response, junior 
doctors launched a flash 
strike, demanding immedi-
ate arrest of  perpetrators 
and improved security 
protocols to protect medi-
cal professionals.

As of  July 17, the RDA 
announced the complete 
closure of  emergency and 
OPD services, citing the 
lack of  action in connec-
tion with the assault.

The move has garnered 
support from doctors 
across India, with posts 
on X reflecting nationwide 
solidarity with the GMC 
Jammu doctors’ call for 
justice.

Dr. Ashutosh Gupta, 

Principal and Dean of  
GMC Jammu, addressed 
the media, condemning 
the violence and outlining 
measures to manage the 
crisis.

“In a gruesome incident 
on July 16, attendants of  
a terminally ill patient 
resorted to physical and 
verbal violence against 
our doctors on emergency 
duty. The patient had been 
referred back from PGI 
Chandigarh with a poor 
prognosis, clearly men-
tioned in the discharge 
summary. Despite being 
advised to seek basic care 
at a local hospital, the 
family brought the patient 
to GMC, where he received 
the best possible treat-
ment. CCTV footage shows 
the family members kick-
ing and beating the lady 
doctor. Such attacks are 
unacceptable.”

Dr. Gupta emphasized 
that emergency services 
would continue to be sup-
ported by faculty members 
and consultants to mitigate 
disruptions. He directed all 
Clinical and Para clinical 
Heads to ensure adequate 
staffing in the emergency 
department until normal-
cy is restored.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Medical Students’ 
Association also issued 
a statement on X: “We 
strongly condemn this 
incident at GMC Jammu 
where a doctor was assault-
ed. Doctors are humans 
too, any grievance must be 
addressed through proper 
channels, not violence. We 
urge the Government to 
ensure strict action and 
provide immediate protec-
tion to healthcare workers 
across J&K.”

Meanwhile, the family 
of  the deceased patient, 
Rajinder Kumar accused 
the hospital staff  of  neg-
ligence, which they claim 
led to the patient’s death.

The family’s allegations 
of  negligence sparked the 
altercation, escalating into 
physical violence against 
the female doctor. No 
arrests have been reported 
as of  the latest updates, fuel-
ling the doctors’ decision to 
intensify the strike.—(KNO)

Few cases of jaundice reported in Mandoora, Tral
JAHANGEER GANAIE

TRAL: A few cases of jaun-
dice have been reported from 
Mandoora village in South 
Kashmir’s Tral area in Pul-
wama district, prompting the 
health authorities along with 
Jal Shakti Department to 
initiate swift preventive and 
awareness measures.

Locals from Mandoora 
Tral said that a few cases 
of  jaundice have been 
reported and it may be due 
to water, which needs to be 
investigated.

They said that there are 
many water sources in the 
area and water of  every 
source needs to be checked 
for proper analysis.

Officials confirmed that 
the water samples have been 
collected for detailed analy-
sis, and the situation is under 
control.

An on-the-spot water qual-
ity check was conducted by a 
joint team of health and Jal 
Shakti department officials, 
along with community health 
workers. Samples were taken 
from various water sources 

in the area to assess the pos-
sibility of contamination.

An official told KNO that 
in addition to testing, the 
team held extensive aware-
ness sessions with the local 
population, school children 
and others. “We educated the 
residents about water conser-
vation, hygiene maintenance, 
and preventive steps to avoid 
water-borne diseases like 
jaundice,” the official said.

Locals expressed concern 
over the health scare but 
appreciated the timely inter-
vention by the administra-

tion. “We are worried, espe-
cially for our children, but 
thankful that the authorities 
have taken immediate steps,” 
said Ghulam Nabi, a resident 
of Mandoora.

Health officials urged the 
public not to organize any 
panic and advised them to 
drink only boiled water and 
maintain personal and envi-
ronmental hygiene. “The 
number of cases is limited. 
We are monitoring the situ-
ation closely and ensuring 
every precaution is in place,” 
the official added.


