
facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication This wind of change has rattled the terrorist nation 

Pakistan and it constantly tries to hurt the soul of India 
& its cultural-spiritual fabric. Aim of Pahalgam terrorist 
attack was to stall economic progress of UT as well but we 
are marching ahead with renewed strength.

Intermittent Rains Continue

J&K Sees Normal 
Precipitation In 
46 Days

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: The inter-
mittent rains that contin-
ued throughout the day 
have brought the mercury 
down across Jammu and 
Kashmir, with the weath-
erman predicting more 
rains for the next week. 
However, the fresh spell 
of  rain has brought the 
deficit rainfall to normal 
levels for the ongoing 
season.

The intermittent rains 
have lowered tempera-
tures across Jammu and 
Kashmir, with Srinagar, 
the summer capital of  
the region, recording a 
maximum temperature 
of  21.0°C, which is 9.1°C 
below normal.

Qazigund, a gateway to 
Kashmir, recorded 20.2°C 
(7.8°C below normal); 
Pahalgam recorded 19.7°C 
(5.8°C below normal); Kup-
wara experienced a day 
temperature P-06

“ UNDER THE FIRM GUIDANCE OF HOME MINISTER AMIT SHAH, THE POLICY has 
been clear,  "We won’t buy peace, we will establish it." This resolute approach has yielded remarkable results. The 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, Indian Army, and CRPF have successfully dismantled the ecosystem of terror, ensuring 

that strikes and lockdowns called by Pakistan no longer paralyze daily life," LG said. 

CM Omar Stresses 
Compassion, Affordability 
in Healthcare
Urges Doctors, Private Hospitals To 
Prioritize Patient Welfare

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Wednesday 
emphasized the critical need 
for compassion and afford-
ability in healthcare, urging 
doctors to prioritize patient 
care and private hospitals to 
ensure treatments remain 
accessible to all. 

Speaking at an inaugu-
ral function of  Project 13-13 
event, a new healthcare 
initiative launched by NHJ 
aimed at providing women’s 
surgical care at a capped 
cost of  `13,000, Abdullah 
remarked, "Doctors must 
prioritise patient care above 
all else," while calling on pri-
vate healthcare providers to 
integrate affordability into 

their service design, ensur-
ing medical treatment is not 
out of  reach for common 
citizens. His remarks come 
amid growing concerns over 
rising healthcare costs in the 
region.

The event was also attend-
ed by Advisor to the Chief  
Minister, Nasir Aslam Wani; 
Minister for Health & Medi-
cal Education, School Educa-
tion, Higher Education and 
Social Welfare, Sakeena Itoo 
and MLA for Uri Assembly 
constituency, Sajjad Shafi. 
Additionally, Mahant Man-
jeet Singh was also present.

Speaking at the launch 
event, Chief  Minister Abdul-
lah described the initiative as 
“a meaningful step in service 
of  the people.” P-06

'Peace Established, Not Negotiated'

J&K Sees Unprecedented Transformation 
Under Modi Govt: LG Sinha

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Jammu and 
Kashmir has witnessed a 
"historic turnaround" in 
security, development, and 
governance over the past six 
years, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha said in an inter-
view with The Week. Credit-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s policies, he said 
the region is now "writing 
a new chapter of  peace and 
prosperity."

"Over the past five to six 
years, UT has witnessed a 
monumental transformation 
across all sectors, security, 
economy, infrastructure, and 
governance," LG Sinha said, 
adding that the most signifi-
cant shift has been in the 
security landscape. 

"Under the firm guid-
ance of  Home Minister Amit 

Shah, the policy has been 
clear,  "We won’t buy peace, 
we will establish it." This 
resolute approach has yield-
ed remarkable results. The 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, 
Indian Army, and CRPF have 
successfully dismantled the 
ecosystem of  terror, ensuring 
that strikes and lockdowns 
called by Pakistan no longer 

paralyze daily life," LG said. 
LG Sinha said that the 

stone-pelting incidents, once 
a common occurrence, have 
stopped. "Local recruitment 
into terrorist outfits, which 
earlier saw 100-150 youths 
joining annually, has plum-
meted to just one this year, a 
testament to growing public 
confidence in the P-06

Remnants Of 
Terrorism Being 
Wiped Out In J&K: LG

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Wednesday 
asserted that the government 
was making all out efforts to 
wipe out the remnants of  ter-
rorism from the Union Terri-
tory (UT).

“Our policy is peace, driven 
by the spirit of  Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam. We believe in 
establishing Peace and not 
buying Peace. India has always 
followed the path of  peace. 
Indian State authority has been 
completely established in J&K. 
Today, the common citizens of  
Kashmir have understood that 
their future lies with India. Our 
youth are being guided towards 
building a more P-06

Strong Police-Public 
Bond Essential To 
Eradicate Terrorism: DGP

Continuous Skill 
Upgradation Key To 
Lifelong Success: CS

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  A landmark two-day 
conference aimed at transforming 
the skilling ecosystem of  Jammu & 
Kashmir commenced Wednesday at 
the Sher-i-Kashmir International 
Conference Centre (SKICC), Sri-
nagar.

The participants, among others, 
included representatives from the 
Union Ministry of  Education, Minis-
try of  Skill Development and Entre-
preneurship (MSDE); NITI Aayog; 
GDI and senior Administrative 
Secretaries of  the Government of  
J&K besides representatives from 
CII, NSDC, BISAG, SIDBI, NABARD, 
FICCI and industrial houses such as 
Maruti Suzuki Limited, TATA Strive 
and J&K Bank. P-06

    Amarnath Yatra

Despite Downpour, Over 13,000 

Perform Darshan At Cave Shrine
UMAISAR GULL GANIE

SRINAGAR: Brav-
ing inclement weather 
conditions, as many 
as 13,000 pilgrims paid 
obeisance at the holy 
cave shrine of  Ama-
rnath on Wednesday, 
officials said.

An official informed 
that the pilgrims who 
paid obeisance at 
the holy cave shrine 
included 8,877 males, 
3,798 females, 145 chil-
dren, 70 sadhus, and 8 
sadhvis. In addition, 
314 security forces per-
sonnel also performed 
darshan today.

The cumulative 
number of  yatris who 
have performed dar-
shan in the two weeks 
since the commence-
ment of  the Yatra has 
reached 2,47,213, offi-
cials said, adding that 
the Yatra continues to 
proceed smoothly with 

a steady influx of  devo-
tees from different parts 
of  the country.

Despite occasional 
weather challenges, 
the administration has 
ensured that all neces-
sary arrangements are 
in place for the comfort 
and safety of  the pil-
grims.

Meanwhile, a fresh 
batch of  6,064 Amar-
nath Yatra pilgrims left 
from the Yatri Niwas, 

Bhagwati Nagar base 
camp in Jammu early 
Wednesday morning, 
officials said. The pil-
grims, escorted by secu-
rity forces, departed in 
a fleet of  234 vehicles, 
comprising both Light 
Motor Vehicles (LMVs) 
and Heavy Motor Vehi-
cles (HMVs), under 
a multi-tier security 
arrangement.

According to offi-
cials, 3,593 pilgrims 

proceeded via the Pahal-
gam route, while 2,471 
pilgrims took the Baltal 
route. So far, the pil-
grimage has continued 
peacefully with robust 
participation despite 
intermittent downpours 
along the route.

Administration clari-
fies false reports

Contrary to some 
false reports circulating 
on social media regard-
ing the suspension P-06

YOGESH

JAMMU: Emphasizing the 
crucial role of  public coop-
eration in maintaining peace, 
Director General of  Police 
(DGP) Nalin Prabhat on 
Wednesday said that a strong 
bond between the police and 
the public is essential to 
effectively eradicate terror-
ism from Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Talking to reporters here, 
DGP Prabhat, said, “A major 
success was achieved recent-
ly in Dudu-Basantgarh forest 
of  Udhampur, where a top 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
commander, active for four 
years, was eliminated.”

He said, “Information 
about the presence of  terror-
ists in the area was provided 
by the people. Police cannot 
be successful without public 
support. The bond between 
the public and police in 
Akhnoor has been instru-
mental in our success.”

The DGP noted that opera-
tions to neutralize terrorists 
are ongoing and reaffirmed 
the police's commitment to 

internal security.
He congratulated per-

sonnel of  Police Station 
Akhnoor, located near the 
Line of  Control (LoC), for 
being adjudged the Best 
Police Station in Jammu and 
Kashmir for 2024 by the Min-
istry of  Home Affairs (MHA).

To mark this exceptional 
achievement, the Director 
General of  Police visited 
Police Station Akhnoor and 
personally presented the 
Certificate of  Excellence to 
the police personnel. “It is a 
very happy day for Jammu 
Police,” the DGP said while 
addressing the P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION TANGMARG.
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER (CIVIL WORKS)

NIT No: 18 /R&B of 2025-26 Dated: 15 -07-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,  CPWD, Railways sand other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S. No Name of Work
Adv. Cost 

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc. (In 
Rupees )

Earnest 
money (In 
Rupees )

Time of 
Completion 

(in Days)

M.H of 
Account

Class of 
Contractor Project Authority

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Retrofitting/Restoration of Primary 
Health Centre at Gulmarg (Balance 
Work).

39.94 1100/- 79880/- 50 Capex A/B
Director of 

Health Services 
Kashmir

Position Of AAA: Accorded 
Position of T.S: Accorded 
Position of funds:  Assured 
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q),Set 

of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below·-

2.
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 15-07-2025
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 15-07-2025
3 Bid submission Start Date 15 -07-2025
4 Bid Submission End Date 25-07-2025 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 26-07-2025 11:00 AM

3. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (Dated between bid submission start date and 
bid submission end date) with NIT No. , Serial No. and name of work to be deposited in M.H. 0059 in  favour of Executive Engineer R&B 
Division Tangmarg (tender inviting authority) 

4. All the bidders must upload  Earnest money /Bid security equal to 2% of advertised cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) (The Date of earnest money/Bid security  should be between the 
Bid Submission start date and Bid submission End date, otherwise bids shall be rejected).

5. The Successful bidder will have to provide performance security @ 5% of contract value in the form of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Tangmarg (tender receiving authority) as per rule-171 (I) of GFR 2017. The earnest money/ Bid security 
@2% shall be released to the successful bidder only on receipt of Performance Security @ 5% of Contract value which shall be released 
after successful completion of DLP /maintenance period.

38. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25(Double agreement Form), NIT, GFR 2017 & JK PWD Engineering Manual 2020. 
39. As per the Circular No. 01 (Adm) FD of 2025 Dated: 08-07-2025 issued by Finance Department of UT J&K “Every participating 

supplier/contractor to mandatorily disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. 
No payments shall be released by the Government Department/Agency to any other bank account except the one linked with the GST 
registered number of the successful bidder”.

   Sd/-
No: R&B / Divn./ Tang/2297-2307            Sd/    Executive Engineer
Dated : 15 -07-2025     Technical Officer   R&B Division Tangmarg.

DIPK-3776-25
DT: 16/07/2025

Government of Union of Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
MACHINERY DIVISION KASHMIR
MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR  

│ Fax No: 0194-2497093 │ email: xenmds@gmail.com │ website: www.medkashmir.org │

 GIST OF NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
e-NIT No: MDSK/TS /2025-26/19

Date  14.07.2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on percentage (%)basis from Registered/Reputed firms 
for the below mentioned work: 

Name of the Work Cost of Tender 
Doc. (In Rs.) Est. Cost EMD (in Rs) Position of AA Position of TS

1 2 3 4 5 6
Design, Manufacture, Supply, 
Testing & Commissioning of 
Hydraulic Recovery Vehicle with 
towing system to move dis-
abled/wrongly parked vehicles 
for Municipal Council Anantnag

1000.00 23.50 Lakhs 47000.00

Accorded by the Direc-
tor Urban Local Bodies, 
Kashmir vide no:-DULB/
Acctts/7598334/253 of 
2025 dated:-22.05.2025.

Accorded by the 
Chief Engineer 
M&HED Kashmir vide 
No: MHED/k/TS/26 
dated:29.05.2025

The bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and 
conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates 
given below:-

01 Publish date       14.07.2025     ( 18:00hrs)
02 Period of downloading of bidding document     14.07.2025     ( 18:30hrs)
03 Bid submission start date     14.07.2025     ( 18:55hrs)
04 Bid submission end date     28.07.2025     ( 18:55hrs)
06 Date and time of opening of bids (online)     29.07.2025     ( 14:00hrs)

No: MDSK/ TS- / 1318-21 Sd/
Dated: -   14.07.2025. Executive Engineer,    
 Machinery Division, Srinagar

DIPK-3774-25
DT: 16/07/2025

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION URI
Expression of interest (EOI) Fresh To NIT No.19

eNIT No.20 of 2025-26/2609-17/R&B  Uri e-tendering  DATED:15-07-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT of J&K, EOI/e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited for empanelment as DPR consultants for 
Preparation of DPR’S along with Structural-design and drawings and complete soil investigation with third party vetting from NIT or DIQC for 
construction of buildings/Bridges within the jurisdiction of this division from reputed Registered Architect/Structural consultant firms.

Sr. No. Name of Work Earnest 
Money

Class of 
Contract

Cost of Tender 
Document

1 2 3 4

1.

Providing Consultancy services and Preparation of Detailed Project Report with BOQ 
including Detailed Estimates and Detailed Drawings both architectural /structural/
Plumbing/Sanitary/electric/Landscaping and detailed soil investigation vetted by 
NIT/DIQC for construction of 4 set of Paramedical Staff Residential Quarters and 9 set 
of para medical staff residential quarters at SDH at Uri Baramulla

5000/-
Architecture 
l/Structural 
Consultancy 

1000/=

The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms- and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: -

1. Date of Issue of EOI Notice. 15.07.2025
2. Period of Downloading of Bidding Documents. From 15-07.202512:30 PM  To22-07-20252:00 P.M  
3. Bid Submission Start Date. 15.07.2025From 12:30PM
4. Bid Submission End Date. 22-07-20252:00 P.M  
5. Date and Time of Opening of Bids (Online). 22-07-202503:00 A.M  in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri.

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 PWD) in favour 
of Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)
(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start 
of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and the bidders residing Outside UT of J&K can submit DD of any nationalized bank in favour of 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Uri the cost of tender document fee is nonrefundable. 

2. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to Rs 25000/- Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR within 07 Days 
before fixation of Contract and shall be released after successful completion of work. The earnest money of Rs 10000 shall be released 
only after receiving the performance security of Rs 25000.

3. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office 
of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division Uri. 

4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.  
 

No.2025-26/2609-17 Sd/=
 Dated:-15-07-2025. Executive Engineer,
 R&B Division Uri.

DIPK-3782-25
DT: 16/07/2025

TRAFFIC POLICE HEADQUARTERS, 
J&K, JAMMU/SRINAGAR 

1.  From 15-07-2025, 1600 hrs. to 16-07-2025, 1600 hrs., there was slow movement observed on NH-44 due to breakdown of 02 HMVs, single lane traffic at Nashri-Dalwas and between 
Marog & Kishtwri Pather.

2.  Commuters belonging to Reasi, Katra, Udhampur, Patnitop, Doda and Ramban town are requested to keep their photo ID card to prove their identification after cut off timing from Jammu/
Udhampur so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly. 

3.  Passengers/LMVs operators are advised to undertake journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW during day time due to apprehension of shooting stones between Ramban and Banihal. 
4.  Goods carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable/live stock are advised to load their vehicle as per advisory issued by Traffic Police Headquarters time to time as there is single 

lane traffic and poor condition of road at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwari Pather on Jammu Srinagar NHW. 
5.  Fruit growers/ Load carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable from Valley towards Jammu are advised to load and park their vehicle timely (every morning before 9.00 am at 

designated place between NAVYUG Tunnel and Levdoora) so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.
6.  HMVs Operators/Owners are requested to desist from overloading and carry sufficient fuel during journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. It is further requested that vehicle owners must double 

check the fitness of their vehicles and carry sufficient fuel before undertaking journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. 
7.  HMVs with only 06 and 10 tyres shall be allowed to ply through Dhar road.
8.  Commuters are advised to avoid unnecessary haltage between Ramban and Banihal especially near landslide/shooting stone area.

 TRAFFIC PLAN & ADVISORY FOR 17-07-2025:- 
 Subject to fair weather and better road conditions SANJY Convoy /LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) viz from Jammu towards 

Srinagar and vice-versa. However, HMVs shall be allowed on alternate days. TCU Jammu/Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing this traffic.

 SHRI AMAR NATH JI YATRA 2025 
Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 27-06-2025

 CUT OFF TIMINGS FOR LMVs/PASSENGER/PRIVATE CARs: - 
To be released from:-
• Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar: from 0600 hrs. to 1200 hrs.
• Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar: from 0700 hrs to 1300 hrs &
• Qazigund towards Jammu: from 1130 hrs to 1400 hrs. 
TCU Jammu and TCU Srinagar will inform all concerned about the traffic advisory and cut off timings.  No vehicle shall be allowed to move before and after cut off timings.

 HMVs/Load Carriers:- 
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions, HMVs shall be allowed from NAVYUG Tunnel (Qazigund side) towards Jammu after assessing the road and traffic situation on NH-44 and no 

HMV shall be allowed after 1900 hrs . TCU Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the HMVs. 
 Moreover, in view of ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025, to provide hassle free movement of trucks carrying fresh/perishable goods on NH-44. UT administration has decided, all tankers of 

Petrol, Diesel, LPG bulk gas, all  trucks carrying empty LPG Cylinders; all empty vehicles of FCI; any other vehicle loaded/empty upto 10-tyres shall use only Mughal Road while returning to 
Jammu, as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025 

Kishtwar- Sinthan- Anantnag NH-244:- 
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from NHIDCL,  LMVs/HPSVs shall be allowed from both sides viz from Anantnag towards Kishtwar and vice- versa on 

Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road. These vehicles shall be allowed from PP Parana towards Anantnag from 0800 hrs to 1600 hrs and from PP Daksum towards Kishtwar from 0900 hrs. to 
1500 hrs. No HMV other than designated HPSVs shall be allowed  as per order issued by SDM Chhatroo vide No. SDM/C/2025-26/146-53 dated 16-05-2025 and SDM Kokernag vide No. SDM/
KNG/665-71 dated 16-05-2025.   

 SSG ROAD  
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, (after getting green signal from the BRO) traffic movement shall be allowed on regulated manner on Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari road. LMVs 

followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Minamarg towards Srinagar at 0500 hrs. to 1000 hrs. Similarly, LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards Kargil at 1130 hrs 
to 1730 hrs . No vehicle shall be allowed after cut off timing. 

SFs Convoy, plying from Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan their movement in such a manner so that Yatra convoys (both UP and DOWN) don't get disturbed.
 Mughal Road:- 

Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from Road maintenance agencies (GREF). LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Mughal 
road viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa via Poonch. However, HMVs (upto ten tyres only) shall be allowed from Shopian towards Poonch. These vehicles shall be allowed from 
Behramgala (Baffliaz) and Herpora (Shopian) at 0700 hrs. upto 1800 hrs. as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025.

 ADVISORY :- 
People are advised to undertake journey only after confirming status of the road from Traffic control units as under:-  
• Jammu (0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103)
• Srinagar (0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103)
• Ramban (9419993745, 1800-180-7043)
• Udhampur (8491928625) 
• PCR Kishtwar  (9906154100) 
• PCR Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331)

DIPK-3818-25
DT: 16/07/2025

21st Scientific Advisory Committee 

Meeting Held at KVK Ganderbal
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The 21st 
Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee (SAC) Meeting of  
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), Ganderbal, was 
convened Wednesday 
with high enthusiasm and 
broad stakeholder par-
ticipation. The event was 
notably marked by the 
inauguration of  a series 
of  agricultural and allied 
infrastructure units by 
Prof. Dr. Nazir Ahmed 
Ganie, Hon’ble Vice Chan-
cellor, Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology 
of  Kashmir (SKUAST-K), 
Shalimar.

The programme began 
with a detailed overview 
by Dr. Suja Nabi Qurashi, 
Senior Scientist (Horticul-
ture), outlining the day’s 
agenda and key develop-
ments at the Kendra. This 
was followed by a warm 
welcome address by Dr. 

Shaheen Farooq.
Dr. Ajaz Ahmed Malik, 

Senior Scientist and Head, 
KVK Ganderbal, presented 
the Action Taken Report 
(ATR), Annual Progress 
Report (APR), and the 
Annual Action Plan for the 
forthcoming year.

These units have been 
set up to strengthen the 
practical training ecosys-
tem of  KVK Ganderbal, 
offering region-specific 
innovations and technol-
ogy demonstrations aimed 
at empowering local farm-
ers and entrepreneurs.

Prof. Raihana Habib 
Kanth, Director Extension, 
SKUAST-K, addressed the 
gathering and emphasized 
the critical role of  such 
platforms in promoting 
farmer awareness, skill 
development, and adaptive 
research. She reiterated 
the University's commit-
ment to uplift the farming 
community of  Kashmir 
through sustainable, sci-
ence-driven solutions.

Delivering a compel-
ling keynote, Hon'ble Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Nazir 
Ahmed Ganie lauded the 

KVK Ganderbal team for 
their exemplary work, 
proudly declaring it the 
number one KVK in Kash-
mir Valley. He further 
emphasized its immense 
potential to ascend to the 
top position among all 
KVKs in India and high-
lighted the role of  KVKs 
as dynamic institutions 
bridging the gap between 
scientific research and field 
application. He also engaged 
with progressive farmers 
present at the event, solicit-
ing their feedback to better 
tailor future interventions 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of  educating our 
youth about agricultural 
innovation and the value 
addition of  agricultural 
products by applying scien-
tific methods. Also stressed 
the need to guide our youth 
on how to adopt innovative 
agricultural practices and 
enhance the agricultural 
products through proper 
scientific approaches.

CNMS to Honour Global 
Authors for Literary Works 
on PM Narendra Modi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Centre 
for Narendra Modi Studies 
(CNMS) has announced that 
it will honor authors from 
around the world who have 
written books on Prime 
Minister of  India Narendra 
Modi. This special felicita-
tion will take place at Modi 
Mahotsav, a grand conclave 
scheduled for 16th and 17th 
September 2025 in New 
Delhi, celebrating the Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi’s 75th birthday.

Prof. Jasim Moham-
mad, Chairman of  CNMS, 
highlighted the importance 
of  this initiative, stating, 
"Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi represents a vision 
for a strong and developed 
India. Many authors have 
documented his journey, 
policies, and leadership. 
We wish to recognize their 
efforts and contributions." 
He further said that books 
play a key role in shaping 
history, and those written 
on PM Modi will serve as 
important references for 
future generations.

The Centre is reaching 
out to authors, researchers, 
and scholars from differ-
ent backgrounds who have 
studied various aspects of  
Modi’s governance, politi-

cal philosophy, and global 
impact. The conclave will 
give them a platform to 
share their insights and 
engage with experts, dip-
lomats, and policymak-
ers. "These books help the 
world understand Nar-
endra Modi’s leadership 
and vision, and we want to 
celebrate the hard work of  
these writers," Prof. Jasim 
Mohammad added.

CNMS has made it easy 
for authors to be part of  this 
recognition. Through their 
official notification, CNMS 
has extended invitations to 
all authors who have writ-
ten books on Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi in 
any languages to send their 
Content and synopsis for 
consideration.

"We welcome authors 
from India and abroad, as 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi's leadership has 

inspired people globally," 
the Chairman stated.

The Centre has circu-
lated this information to 
the educational institu-
tions including Universi-
ties, along with a Google 
Form link that authors and 
publishers are required to 
submit on or before 20th 
August, 2025.

Prof. Jasim Mohammad, 
Chairman of CNMS, further 
announced, “In recognition 
of  exceptional literary con-
tributions, the Centre will 
also present cash awards 
to the authors of  the best 
books selected by our expert 
committee. These awards 
are a token of appreciation 
for the rigorous research, 
insight, and dedication that 
these writers have demon-
strated in documenting the 
life, leadership, and legacy 
of  Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi ji.”

Budgam admin 
accords warm 
farewell to outgoing 
CPO Irfan Ahmad Giri

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District 
Administration Budgam 
Wednesday organized a 
farewell function for the 
outgoing Chief  Planning 
Officer, Irfan Ahmad Giri 
on his transfer from dis-
trict Budgam.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC)Budgam, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat; ADC 
Budgam, ACR, all SDMs, 
senior district officers, all 
Tehsildars and other offi-
cials of  various depart-
ments were also present.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC said, “Outgo-
ing CPO served the dis-
trict with great zeal and 
sincerity, excelling not 
only in his departmental 
responsibilities but also 
in the additional assign-
ments entrusted to him 
by the district administra-
tion, especially during the 
parliamentary elections 
of  2024 and JK assembly 
elections of  2024.

He added that all the 
assignments given to offi-
cer were completed sin-
cerely and well in time.

DC further said, the 
workmanship & dedica-
tion of  the officer will be 
missed in the district.

District administra-
tion is wishing him the 
best on his transfer for 
his future assignments, 
DC added.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION-IIND, RAJBAGH, SRINAGAR

TENDER NOTICE 
eNIT No STD-II /21of 2025-26 Dated 14-07-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory, e-Tender (In Two Cover System) is here by invited from class-BEE Civil 
contractors/registered firms enlisted with PWD/CPWD/MES/Railways/DGS&D and Inspection Agency for “33 kV Yard Concreting/ Metaling of 
Receiving Stations Bagimehtab,Exhibition,Rangreth and Rawalpora” in District Srinagar under UT capex 2025-26.

SNO Description of Work Earnest Money 
(In Rs)

Estimated Cost    
(In Lacs)

Last date of submis-
sion of e-bid

01 33 kV Yard Concreting/ Metalling of Receiving Stations 
Bagimehtab, Exhibition,Rangreth and   Rawalpora. 17780.00 Rs 8.89Lacs 06-08-2025; 4:30pm

1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been done 
after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full understanding 
of its implications by the bidder. 

2. The tender document is available  on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view or download the e-Bid document, 
seek clarification and submit their e-Bid on line up to date as per the details mentioned in the table below: 

A Date & Time of downloading of Standard Bidding Document The standard Bidding Document can be downloaded overhttp://jk-
tenders.gov.infrom 16-07-2025; 4:30pm

B Sale of Bid Document (Start) 16-07-2025; 4:30pm
C Sale of Bid Document (End) 06-08-2025; 4:30pm

D e-Bid submission (start) date and time (submission of e-tender 
fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 16-07-2025; 4:30pm

E e-Bid submission (End) date and time (submission of e-tender 
fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS format) 06-08-2025; 4:30pm

F Online commercial and technical e-bid opening date and time 07-08-2025; 2:30pm

G Online financial e-bid opening date & time (only of the technically 
qualified bidders) Will be communicated to the technically qualified bidders

H Venue of opening of technical & financial e-bids The office of Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar
I Cost of e-bid document Rs 500.00(Rupees Five HundredOnly)

J Amount of Earnest MoneyDeposit Rs 17780.00 (Rupees SeventeenThousand Seven Hundred and Eightty 
Only)

3. The bidders need tosubmit the proof/Cost of e-Bid document as stated above through e-Challan/Treasury Receipt pledged to Exec-
utive Engineer, STD-II,Rajbagh, Srinagar to be credited to M.H-0801-Power payable at Srinagar. The scanned copy of the e-Challan/
Treasury Receipt must be enclosed along with the e-Bids. No demand Draft shall be accepted.

4. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR / FDR only, pledged to the Executive Engineer, 
STD-II,Rajbagh, Srinagar. No Interest would be payable on Earnest Money deposited with the Department.

a. Hard Copy of e-bid (complete) shall have to be submitted to the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-II,Rajbagh, Srinagar only from the 
bidder who is declared L1 after opening of financial bids.

b. The date and time of opening of financial bids shall be notified on web site http://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qualified 
bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The financial bids shall be opened accordingly online on the 
same web site at the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-II,Rajbagh, Srinagar.

5. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on 
indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An 
authority letter of bidder’ representative will be required to be produced. 

6. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e- Bids/ the e- Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The decision 
of department will be final and binding.

7. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for opening of 
e-Bids shall be the following working day at the same time and place.

8. All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, where-
as Price Schedule/BOQ should be up loaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD.

9. To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate(DSC)’class III(b) As per InformationTechnolog-
yAct-2000, to participate in online bidding.

10. Hard Copy of requisite documents shall be required to be submitted only by the Lowest Tenderer along with original CDR and e-Challan/
Treasury Receipt instantly after opening of e-NIT pledged to Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar. 

11. The Name of the Work/Job along with e-NIT reference should be superscripted in bold letters on the envelope and the Name/Firm 
should be clearly written on the cover.

The name of the bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover.Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. Any other informa-
tion regarding e-tendering process can be had from the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-II, Rajbagh, Srinagar.
No: STD-II/5443-45/Ts Sd/-
Dated:14-07-2025  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-NB-1172-25 Sub Transmission Division-II,
DT: 16/07/2025 Rajbagh, Srinagar.

GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI (PHE) DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR

BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.
E- mail: - phegwd@yahoo.com, Tel./ Fax No:- 0194-2411285

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
GIST of Detailed e– NIT No: - 20/JS-PHE/GWDS/Mech. of 2025-26.

For and on behalf of Government of UT of J&K,  e-tenders from reputed and resourceful  Firms/Companies/drilling agencies/Joint Ventures etc 
for  “registered  experienced Contractors  of Production wells having good experience of ground water drilling” as per details given below. The 
bidding process shall be completed  online on www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre Qualification Criteria, General 
Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications  and Cover 2nd  shall consist of Financial Bid  in the prescribed  BOQ.

 (Table – I)

S. No Name of work
Est. Cost

Rs. in 
Lacs

Earnest 
money

Cost of 
Tender 

Document

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contract

Technical 
Sanction

Major Head 
/Pro-

gramme

Tender 
Call

1

Providing potable Water Con-
nection for IRP Battalion 
Headquarter at Ajas Bandipora 
(Construction of 01 No. 250mm 
Nominal Dia Casing Gravel 
Packed Production Tube Well  
for IRP Battalion at Ajas  (Police 
Colony Ajas) District Bandipora.

Rs.37.53
Lacs

Rs. 
1,13,000/- Rs.2,000/-

45 Days
(after identi-

fication
of the site 

by the con-
cerned)

Registered 
for Con-
struction 
of  Gravel 
Packed 

Production 
Tube Wells

JS-PHE/GWDS/
Other Deptt/05 

of 03/2025,
 Dt: 04-03-

2025

Other De-
partment 1st

	 Position of Funds: - Available.
1)  Executive Engineer PCD (PHQ) J&k Jammu letter No: PCD/CC/2024-25/3960, dated:11-02-2025 addressed to the Executive Engineer 

Jal Shakti (PHE) Hyd. Division Bandipora.
2)  Authorization conveyed from PHQ vide letter No: BD/GC-128/4186, dated: 17-11-2017 to execute the work upto Rs. 175.00 addressed to 

Executive Engineer PCD (PHQ) J&K Jammu.
3)  Post facto Administrative Approval Accorded by the Home Department Govt. of J&K vide order no: 84-Home of 2022, Dated: 21-03-2023.
The Bidding Documents and other details can be downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in

From 15.07.2025 (10:00 AM) UPTO 26.07.2025 (11:00 AM)
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings (if any), Book of quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms, conditions of contract and other details can be seen / downloaded from the website: https://www.jktenders.gov.in

As per Critical Dates/Information scheduled given below
1. Publishing Date 15-07-2025 (10:00 a.m)
2. Period of  Downloading  of Bids 15-07-2025 (10:00 a.m) upto 26-07-2025 (11:00 a.m)
3. Period of Submission of bids 15-07-2025 (10:00 a.m) upto 26-07-2025 (11:00 a.m)
4. Date of opening of Tender. 28-07-2025 (11:00 a.m)
5. Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , Jal Shakti  (PHE)  Ground Water  Srinagar Kashmir-190011

6.

Cost of Tender Document : Non-Refundable should be in form of DD /TR/e-challan deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of  Executive 
Engineer  (Jal Shakti) PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar( at Saddar Treasury Srinagar) (The firm shall specify the name of work for which 
apply)
 NOTE: In case the firm/agency/contractor submits/uploaded scanned copy of tender document fee in the shape of DD/e-
challan, the hard copies shall have be submitted in the divisional office before opening of cover 2nd (Financial Cover) of e-NIT.

7. Bid Validity Period: 180 Days
8. The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

Bids must be accompanied by bid security viz: Earnest Money in shape of CDR/FDR and (The date of CDR/FDR etc must not be prior to 03 
months from the date of issuance of this e-Nit and Treasury Receipt (mentioning therein the NIT No., S.No. of work and Advertised Cost as per the 
NIT) as cost of Tender Document under Account Head 0215 to be pledged in favour of the Executive Engineer Ground Water Division Srinagar (as 
specified in the table (I) (Page 1st). Bid security will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding documents and shall be valid 
for 180 Days after opening of bid. Bids will be opened in the Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Ground Water Division Srinagar 
(H.Q. Baghi-Ali-Mardan, Nowshara Srinagar) on 28.07.2025 at 11:00 AM. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids 
as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
No: JS-PHE/GWDS/24-25/Corrs./3315-24  Sd/-
Dated: 14-07-2025. Executive Engineer
DIPK-3770-25 Jal Shakti PHE (Deptt.)
DT: 16/07/2025 Ground Water Division, Srinagar.

CM Omar addresses 
valedictory function of IIT 
Jammu's Summer School

PIB Srinagar organizes “Varta” to 
strengthen dialogue between media, govt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Press 
Information Bureau (PIB), 
Srinagar, organized a 
media workshop titled 
“Varta”, aimed at fostering 
constructive engagement 
between the media and 
government institutions. 
The event brought togeth-
er senior journalists and 
media professionals from 
print, electronic, and digi-
tal platforms for an open 
discussion on the evolving 
media landscape, respon-
sible journalism, and com-
munication of  public wel-
fare schemes.

The workshop was inau-
gurated by Nitish Rajora, 
Director, Directorate of  
Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR), J&K, 
who attended the event 
as Chief  Guest. Also pres-
ent was Shri Qazi Salman, 
Director, PIB Srinagar. 
The welcome address was 
delivered by Shri Sunil 
Koul, Assistant Director, 
PIB Srinagar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Nitish Rajora under-
scored the media’s crucial 
role as the fourth pillar 
of  democracy, especially 
in regions like Jammu & 
Kashmir where public dis-
course and access to infor-
mation are vital for demo-

cratic functioning. He said, 
“Media has a defining role 
to play in ensuring trans-
parency and public trust. 
In an age where misinfor-
mation spreads faster than 
facts, the responsibility on 
journalists is greater than 
ever.”

He stressed the need 
for coordination between 
media and government 
bodies and remarked, 
“Journalists must function 
as informed intermediaries 
between institutions and 
the public. Only through 
constructive engagement 
can we ensure that accu-
rate and reliable informa-
tion reaches people.”

Qazi Salman, Director, 
Press Information Bureau, 
underlined the transforma-
tion witnessed by the coun-
try across key sectors and 
said, Over the past decade, 
India has undergone a 
remarkable journey of  
inclusive growth, doubling 
its GDP, expanding criti-
cal healthcare access to 
over 50 crore citizens, and 
ensuring that the hands 

that feed the nation are 
empowered with modern 
tools, income security, and 
market access. These are 
not isolated achievements 
but a collective movement 
towards dignity, resilience, 
and national self-reliance.

This progress reflects 
not just economic strength, 
but the spirit of  a billion 
citizens striving together, 
where technology, trans-
parency, and targeted poli-
cies have bridged gaps and 
unlocked opportunities 
across every section of  
society, he added.

As part of  the workshop, 
presentations were made 
on major government ini-
tiatives in the health and 
agriculture sectors.

Dr. Waseem Akram, 
Operations Manager, State 
Health Agency, J&K, pre-
sented details of  Ayush-
man Bharat–PMJAY and 
PMJAY Sehat schemes in 
the UT. Since its launch in 
December 2018, the scheme 
has issued Golden Cards 
to 95% of  families in J&K, 
resulting in over 17 lakh 

treatments worth ₹3120 
crore. Over 13,000 cases 
worth ₹124 crore have been 
treated outside J&K. More 
than 130 private hospitals 
are empanelled. Monitor-
ing, rating, and grievance 
redressal systems are in 
place, with UT-level por-
tability and transparency 
ensured under Trust-mode 
operations.

Dr. Amal Saxena and Dr. 
Liyaqat Ali Chowdhury, 
both from SKUAST–Kash-
mir, presented the prog-
ress of  the Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyaan, an 
agriculture-focused out-
reach campaign. The cam-
paign aims to take infor-
mation on government 
schemes directly to farm-
ers and promote modern 
practices like drone-based 
farming, climate-resilient 
techniques, protected 
cultivation, high-density 
orchards, and real-time 
agro-advisory systems.

Each expert session was 
followed by an interactive 
feedback session, allowing 
media persons to engage 
directly with the speakers.

The workshop concluded 
with a vote of  thanks, reaf-
firming PIB’s commitment 
to enabling informed dis-
course and building stron-
ger ties with the media com-
munity in the region.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Wednesday 
presided over the valedic-
tory function of  Summer 
School: 2025 at the Indian 
Institute of  Technology 
Jammu, marking the suc-
cessful conclusion of  a 
month-long programme 
that brought together over 
a thousand students from 
across the nation.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah lauded IIT Jammu 
as a hub of talent and under-
scored the significance of  
such initiatives in providing 
young people, particularly 
from Jammu and Kashmir, 
with platforms to grow and 
realise their potential.

Such programmes must 
encourage broad-based partic-
ipation and give students from 
J&K the opportunity to turn 
their ideas into action, the 
Chief Minister emphasised.

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah revealed that 
the J&K Government is 
actively exploring collab-
orative opportunities with 
IIT Jammu across multiple 

domains, including water 
conservation, climate 
change adaptation, industri-
al growth and business incu-
bation. IIT backing lends 
credibility to any project, 
he observed, adding that the 
government remains com-
mitted to fostering venture 
funding framework that 
support innovation.

The Chief  Minister wel-
comed the institute's propos-
als on tourism interventions 
and green transport solu-
tions, while encouraging 
students from outside the 
region to explore Jammu 
and Kashmir and serve as 
its ambassadors.

Reflecting on recent chal-
lenges, the CM struck an 
optimistic note, “The unfor-
tunate incident earlier this 
year is behind us now. Our 

focus is to hand over a better, 
more empowered Jammu 
and Kashmir to this genera-
tion. May the future genera-
tions carve out opportunities 
through challenges”.

Advisor to the Chief  
Minister, Nasir Aslam 
Wani, who was also present 
at the function, described 
IIT Jammu as a landmark 
institution of the region and 
stressed the need to enhance 
and expand sectors such as 
tourism and hospitality.

Tourism is our unique 
strength and we must con-
tinue to build on it through 
innovation, training and 
infrastructure, Wani stated.

The initiative, organised 
under IIT Jammu's innova-
tion ecosystem, witnessed 
remarkable participation 
from students represent-

ing more than 25 states and 
union territories. In a signifi-
cant indicator of  the region's 
growing aspirations for tech-
nical skills, nearly one-third 
of  the participants, 319 stu-
dents, came from Jammu 
and Kashmir itself.

Students from diverse 
backgrounds converged at 
the campus, including rep-
resentatives from Delhi, 
Punjab, Karnataka, Bihar, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Mani-
pur and several northeast-
ern and eastern states. The 
programme offered struc-
tured learning modules in 
cutting-edge technologies 
including Artificial Intelli-
gence, Cybersecurity, Full 
Stack Web Development, 
Internet of  Things (IoT), 
Data Science and Additive 
Manufacturing.

Committee on Subordinate 
Legislation holds meeting in Srinagar

Legislators meet Javed Rana, discuss 
public welfare issues

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Commit-
tee on Subordinate Legisla-
tion Wednesday convened 
a meeting at the Assem-
bly Complex in Srinagar 
to examine and review 
the rules and regulations 
under the mandate of  the 
Revenue Department.

The meeting was chaired 
by Committee Chairman 
Hasnain Masoodi and attend-
ed by members Reyaz Ahmad 
Khan, Shabir Ahmad Kullay, 
Satish Kumar Sharma, 
Kuldeep Raj Dubey, Rajeev 

Kumar, Irfan Hafiz Lone, and 
Dr. Rameshwar Singh.

At the outset, the Com-
mittee undertook a detailed 
examination of  various 
Rules, Sub-Rules, Regula-
tions, and Bye-laws framed 
by the Revenue Depart-
ment. The Committee held 
an in-depth discussion on 
key legal provisions related 
to land laws, with a special 
focus on ensuring environ-
mental safeguards during 
land use conversions — par-
ticularly from agricultural to 
non-agricultural purposes.

Other important issues 

deliberated upon included 
the Migrant and Forest 
Acts, provisions for com-
passionate appointments 
under SRO-43, and land 
compensation mechanisms 
for landless individuals.

Chairman Hasnain 
Masoodi underlined the 
significance of  land laws 
in ensuring justice and 
equity and reaffirmed the 
Committee's commitment 
to promoting public wel-
fare. He urged members to 
contribute constructively 
toward the betterment of  
all sections of  society.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Legisla-
tors Mubarak Gul, Pawan 
Kumar Gupta and Payare 
Lal Sharma Wednesday 
called on Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana 
at the Civil Secretariat here.

They discussed various 
important issues of  public 
welfare pertaining to the 
Forest, Tribal Affairs and 
Public Health Engineering 
(PHE) departments.

During the interaction, 

the legislators brought 
forth key concerns and 
suggestions related to their 
constituencies, focusing on 
issues that impact the daily 
lives of  the people.

Rana attentively lis-
tened to their concerns and 
directed the matters to the 
concerned authorities for 

prompt and effective action.
The Minister appreciat-

ed the legislators' efforts in 
highlighting critical public 
issues. He urged them to 
continue their endeavors 
in projecting the concerns 
of  their constituents to 
ensure effective redress of  
public.

Director FCS&CA reviews availability 
of Petroleum Products, LPG

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Director 
FCS&CA Kashmir, Dr. 
Owais Ahmed chaired a 
review meeting of  Oil Mar-
keting Companies Wednes-
day to review the availabil-
ity of  Petroleum Products 
and LPG in the division.

All the senior officers of  
the department including 
State Level Coordinator 
IOCL besides representa-
tives of  Oil Marketing Com-
panies attended the meeting.

At the outset, the chair 
was apprised about the 
stock position of  LPG and 

petroleum products across 
the division and it was fur-
ther informed that sufficient 
availability for more than 15 
days has been ensured.

The chair directed the 
OMCs to ensure that ade-
quate stocks are kept avail-
able, besides they were also 
directed to ensure proper 
disposal of  the grievances 
registered by the consumers.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Seamless 
Amarnath Yatra 

T
he annual Amarnath Yatra, a 
spiritual pilgrimage under-
taken by lakhs of devotees 
each year, has long been both 
a logistical and security chal-

lenge. Yet, under the astute leadership of 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and the 
unwavering commitment of the Jammu 
and Kashmir police, this year’s Yatra has 
set a new benchmark for efficiency, safety, 
and devotion.
In a remarkable feat, over one lakh pilgrims 
were able to have Darshan at the sacred Am-
arnath shrine in record time. This achieve-
ment is not merely about numbers, it is a 
reflection of meticulous planning, robust 
coordination, and the proactive measures 
taken by the administration. From stream-
lined registration processes and strength-
ened infrastructure, to enhanced medical 
and emergency services along the route, ev-
ery element of the Yatra has been executed 
with precision.
Particularly commendable has been the 
role of the Jammu and Kashmir police. 
Their active, agile, and people-first ap-
proach has not only ensured security 
but also fostered a sense of reassurance 
among pilgrims. Whether it was managing 
crowd movement, offering assistance in 
adverse weather conditions, or maintain-
ing round-the-clock vigilance in sensitive 
zones, the police force has exemplified 
duty with dignity.
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha’s gov-
ernance has emerged as a cornerstone of 
this success. His emphasis on transpar-
ency, accountability, and a service-driven 
approach has transformed the Yatra ex-
perience into one that is both spiritually 
fulfilling and logistically seamless. He has 
set a high standard in public administra-
tion, showing that devotion and develop-
ment can go hand-in-hand.
As the Yatra continues, the synergy between 
administration, security forces, and civil so-
ciety must be acknowledged and applaud-
ed. The smooth conduct of the pilgrimage 
not only strengthens the spiritual fabric of 
India but also underscores the progress and 
promise of Jammu and Kashmir.
The Amarnath Yatra 2025 is not just a jour-
ney of faith, it is a testament to what pur-
poseful leadership and dedicated public 
service can accomplish.

The Realpolitik Republic
 Kashmir Was, Is, And Will Always Be An Integral Part Of India

RISHI SURI

I
n the grand theatre of  international 
politics, nations that thrive are those 
that understand the language of  Real-
politik, the cold, pragmatic pursuit of  
national interest, often divorced from 

idealism. India, once seen as a hesitant power 
content with moral posturing, has emerged 
over the past decade as a shrewd practitio-
ner of  Realpolitik. No longer confined to the 
margins of  global diplomacy, India is now a 
central actor, shaping outcomes rather than 
reacting to them.From defense alignments 
and trade deals to strategic silence and bold 
military action, India’s external policy is 
now firmly rooted in national interest, cali-
brated ambition, and geopolitical foresight. 
In a world riddled with shifting alliances, 
multipolar tensions, and great power rivalry, 
New Delhi has shown remarkable dexter-
ity in engaging with competing blocs, often 
simultaneously to enhance its influence and 
safeguard its sovereignty.

The Evolution of Indian Realpolitik
India's post-independence foreign policy 

was defined by idealism under Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru. The Non-Aligned 
Movement, moral leadership in the Global 
South, and avoidance of  power blocs reflect-
ed a principled but often naïve vision of  
world order. That worldview was shattered 
in 1962, when China betrayed Nehru’s faith 
in Asian solidarity and launched a humiliat-
ing war against India.

In the decades that followed, India oscil-
lated between strategic caution and tactical 
alignment, never fully committing to a long-
term grand strategy. However, the post-1991 
economic liberalization era saw a shift. By 
the time Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
took office in 2014, a more confident India 
was ready to embrace the hard realities of  
power politics.

Bold Choices, Calculated Risks
Surgical Strikes (2016) and Balakot Air-

strikes (2019) marked a sharp departure 
from India’s traditionally restrained mili-
tary doctrine. These operations were not just 
about retaliating to cross-border terrorism; 
they were declarations of  India’s resolve to 
act unilaterally, surgically, and publicly, a 
key tenet of  Realpolitik.

India’s decision to abrogate Article 370 
in Jammu & Kashmir was a long-overdue 
and necessary step. Far from being a con-
troversial move, it was a decisive assertion 
of  India’s sovereignty and unity. The spe-
cial status had long obstructed integration, 
fostered separatism, and hindered devel-
opment. In true Realpolitik fashion, India 
ignored international pressure and acted in 
its national interest. Kashmir was, is, and 
will always be an integral part of  India and 

this bold action affirmed that principle both 
legally and politically. Global reactions were 
ultimately muted, proving again that power 
respects resolve, not rhetoric.

Engaging All Sides, Burning None
Perhaps the most striking example of  

Indian Realpolitik is its neutral stance on 
the Russia-Ukraine war. As the West rallied 
to isolate Moscow, India refused to toe the 
line. Instead, it increased energy imports 
from Russia, ensuring energy security for its 
citizens, while simultaneously maintaining 
strong strategic ties with the United States, 
Japan, and Europe.This balancing act is 
not new. India is a member of  BRICS (with 
China and Russia) and the Quad (with the 
U.S., Japan, and Australia), rival groupings 
by design. Yet, India extracts benefits from 
both. It attends SCO summits with Eur-
asian powers and simultaneously hosts 2+2 
dialogues with the U.S. and its allies. Few 
nations have the credibility or confidence 
to pull this off  without inviting sanctions or 
diplomatic fallout. India not only manages 
it, it thrives on it.

The Gulf Gamble That Paid Off
India’s deepening ties with the Gulf  

monarchies, once staunch allies of  Paki-
stan are perhaps the most underappre-
ciated triumph of  its Realpolitik. From 
UAE bestowing its highest civilian award 
on PM Modi to Saudi Arabia increasing 
security and energy cooperation with 
New Delhi, the shift is tectonic.India has 
achieved what once seemed improbable: 
decoupling the Islamic world’s percep-
tion of  India from Pakistan’s propagan-
da. While Pakistan attempted to paint 
India as anti-Muslim post-CAA and NRC 
debates, most Gulf  countries refused to 
take the bait. Why? Because India deliv-
ers economic growth, a vast consumer 
base, skilled labor, and geopolitical sta-
bility, the hard currency of  Realpolitik.

ASEAN, Africa, and Beyond
India’s Indo-Pacific strategy, under-

pinned by the Act East Policy, is another 
case study. Realpolitik here means building 
naval power, port diplomacy, and defense 
agreements to counter Chinese aggression 
in the South China Sea and Indian Ocean. 
From Vietnam and Indonesia to Mauritius 
and Seychelles, India is extending its reach, 
not through ideology, but infrastructure, 
commerce, and hard power.

Simultaneously, Africa is rising on India’s 
radar, not for charity but for minerals, 
markets, and manpower. Delhi’s outreach 
is rooted in mutual benefit, competitive 
advantage, and development partnerships, 
not colonial guilt or humanitarian optics.

Space, Semiconductors, and Strategic 
Sovereignty

Realpolitik is also about future-proofing 
power. India’s space program, culminating 
in Chandrayaan-3’s successful lunar land-
ing and its astronaut’s voyage to the ISS, is 
not just about science, it’s about signaling 
capability, ambition, and autonomy.

The same goes for semiconductors. By 
investing billions into domestic manufactur-
ing and collaborating with U.S. giants like 
Micron, India is breaking into a sector domi-
nated by East Asia. In a world where chips 
are the new oil, India wants to be OPEC and 
it’s playing its cards smartly.

The Global South Leader, With Global 
Power Tools

Some critics argue that India’s Realpo-
litik contradicts its claims to moral leader-
ship. But these are not contradictions; they 
are complementary strategies. At BRICS, 
G20, and UN forums, India projects itself  as 
the voice of  the Global South. It talks about 
climate justice, vaccine equity, and debt 
relief, and rightly so.

But behind the rhetoric lies a tough, 
transactional machine. India has voted 

against Western narratives, refused to bow 
to sanctions, and stood its ground on global 
governance reforms. It has offered digital 
public goods like UPI to poor nations, not 
just as aid, but as a form of  digital diplomacy.

Superpower by Strategy, Not Senti-
ment

The phrase "emerging superpower" has 
long been used for India. But that phrase 
is now obsolete. India is not “emerging.” It 
is a superpower albeit a uniquely Indian 
one. It doesn’t seek hegemony through coer-
cion like China or nostalgia like Russia. Nor 
does it indulge in military adventurism like 
the U.S. once did.Instead, India’s power is 
strategic, patient, multidimensional, and 
deeply pragmatic. It builds alliances, lever-
ages competition, nurtures self-interest, 
and speaks softly but now carries a big stick 
when needed.

The Realpolitik Republic
Realpolitik doesn’t mean abandon-

ing ethics. It means prioritizing survival, 
strength, and sovereignty in an anarchic 
world. India has learned this lesson not from 
books, but from bitter history, from 1962, 
from 1971, from Kargil, and from decades of  
being lectured by hypocritical powers.

Today, that India is gone. In its place 
stands a nation that can talk to Washington 
and Tehran on the same day, that can host 
both Putin and Biden in the same year, and 
that can say no when global bullies come 
calling. In mastering Realpolitik, India has 
not lost its soul, it has found its voice. And 
that voice now echoes across continents, 
capitals, and conflicts, unmistakably, pow-
erfully, Indian.

Rishi Suri is a senior editor covering 
international affairs at The Daily Milap, 

India’s oldest and largest circulated Urdu 
daily newspaper. He can be mailed at rishi-

suri@dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

IDENTIFY YOURSELF 

Is Porn Now Popular Culture?

PRIYANKA SAURABH

W
e are living in an 
era where appear-
ing on screen has 
become more 
important than 

actually living. Where life has 
been confined to the frame of the 
camera, and a person's worth is 
determined by his 'likes', 'follow-
ers' and 'views'. In this digital 
race, women's expression has 
also come to a strange turn - 
where making reels is not a bad 
thing, but in the name of reels, 
a woman's dignity and her social 
image are being shamelessly 
ripped off.

Gym, mall, street, bathroom 
and bedroom—every corner 
has now become a content 
studio. The kind of  obscene 
and vulgar reels some girls 
are making on social media is 
not only tarnishing their own 
dignity but that of  the entire 
womanhood. Do you really 
think that merely going "viral" 
makes someone powerful?

The biggest asset a woman 
has is her self-respect and con-
science. Today, the girls who 
are wearing such clothes in 
the name of  exercise that even 
looking at them makes one feel 
embarrassed, probably do not 

know that they are not pro-
moting women's liberation but 
women's commercialization. 
Creating an identity by show-
ing the body is not a matter 
of  pride. If  you have to make 
reels, then why not make such 
reels in which your art, hard 
work, thinking and sensitivity 
are reflected?

Today, in every third reel, the 
"backside" is in the middle of  the 
frame, the camera zooms in on 
the waist, and the caption is - 
"Classy and Sexy!" Is this becom-
ing the definition of  a woman?

The women's movement was 
never run with this objective. 
We fought for education, equal-
ity, freedom and self-reliance, 
not to stand on stage and dis-
play our bodies. Ask those who 
say, "This is women's freedom" 
- is making the body a product 
freedom or modern slavery?

And this is not just the fault 

of  the girls who make such 
reels. This is also the crime 
of  society – especially of  men. 
These same men give millions 
of  views to such videos, give 
likes, and then also lecture 
on morality in the comments. 
In the same video, the man's 
eyes move and his fingers also 
type morality. This hypocrisy 
should stop.

Think about it, what will 
happen when a little girl grows 
up seeing all this? When she 
sees that those who show more 
body get more likes, in which 
direction will she go? This reel 
culture is a silent conspiracy 
to snatch away femininity. In 
this race of  digital glamour, we 
are again taking women to that 
place where they were made 
just an object to be 'seen'.

The true definition of  free-
dom is when a woman lives for 
herself, not for the clickbaazi 

market of  society. A girl can 
be beautiful, fashionable too, 
but is it necessary that she sells 
her body every time? What 
thoughts, what ideas, what 
character, what struggle - all 
these have remained only the 
stuff  of  novels?

On the other hand, the plat-
forms that were considered 
tools for social reform—like 
Instagram, YouTube, Face-
book—we have turned them 
into digital brothels. This is 
not just the failure of  the gov-
ernment, but the result of  the 
silence of  all of  us.

This fight should not be just 
of  women, but of  every person 
who dreams of  a healthy, dig-
nified, and moral society. Who 
wants his daughter, sister, friend 
or wife to be recognized in the 
digital world by her talent, not 
by the curve of  her waist.

Now the time has come for 

women themselves to come 
forward and say – “Enough is 
enough.” If  you want to make 
reels, then make them, but make 
them thoughtfully. Dance, but 
with soul—not for the camera. 
Make them laugh, tell them, 
teach them, connect – because a 
woman is not just an attraction, 
she is an inspiration.

And I have to say the same 
thing to men too – don’t run 
the society with your clicks 
anymore. If  you want to stop 
pornography, then stop watch-
ing it. Reels go viral when those 
who view them wink out and 
pour their hearts out.

One more thing – girls who 
think that people are liking 
them, they should understand 
that there is a difference between 
liking and consumption. Look-
ing at one gives you respect, 
looking at the other arouses lust. 
You decide for yourself, which 
look do you want to have?

Perhaps now is the time for 
a new digital revolution, Where 
a woman has a mobile phone in 
her hand – but in front of  the 
camera, it is not her body but 
her thoughts.

"Don't get lost in the reel, 
sister, give voice to your 
thoughts, Whatever you are 
from within, give that real 
music. Identify your intellect, 
not your body This is the high-
est flight of  a woman!"

Author is a Research 
Scholar in Political Science. He 
can be mailed at priyankasau-

rabh9416@yahoo.com
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Gambling With The Future
The Road To Success Has Never Been Easy

HILAL BUKHARI

I
n a world obsessed with instant 
results, the very essence of  life, 
hard work, seems to be fading 
from our collective conscious-
ness. From the ancient wisdom 

passed down by our forefathers to the 
modern tales of  successful individu-
als, one lesson has remained constant: 
there is no substitute for hard work. 
Yet today, shortcuts have become the 
norm, and sadly, they often lead not to 
success, but to ruin.

It is a matter of  deep concern that 
many young people today seek suc-
cess not through effort and dedication, 
but through luck-based ventures, par-
ticularly online gambling and betting. 
These platforms promise quick money 
and flashy rewards, but behind their 
glitter lies a dark, devastating truth.

A recent incident from Bandipora 
serves as a grim reminder. A man 
reportedly lost over one crore rupees 
in online betting games. His story went 
viral on social media, not because it 
was unique, but because it is alarm-
ingly common. Similar tales have 
emerged from different parts of  the 
country, where young people, many of  
them unemployed or underemployed, 
have gambled away their savings, 
borrowed money, and even commit-
ted crimes to fund their addiction to 
such games.

What does this tell us about our 
youth? More importantly, what does it 
reflect about the direction our society 
is heading toward? When people begin 
to believe more in luck than labour, 
when gambling replaces grit, and 
when dreams of  overnight riches take 
precedence over years of  disciplined 
effort, a society inevitably begins to 
decay from within.

The tragedy doesn’t end with indi-
vidual losses. At a broader level, this 
shift away from hard work signals a 
national crisis. No country has ever 
achieved greatness without a hard-

working population. Be it scientists, 
soldiers, farmers, or teachers, nations 
thrive on the shoulders of  those who 
put in sincere effort day in and day 
out. When the youth of  a country start 
believing that gambling is more profit-
able than studying or skill-building, 
the future of  that country is in jeop-
ardy.

What makes this situation even 
worse is the role of  some of  our so-
called celebrities and influencers who 
openly promote these online betting 
platforms. Their flashy promotions 
and glamorous lifestyles lure impres-

sionable minds into thinking that 
these platforms are a legitimate and 
smart way to earn money. Even if  
such games are legal, are they morally 
right? Should legality be our only mea-
sure of  what is acceptable in society?

We must understand that legal-
ity does not equate to morality. Just 
because something is not outlawed 
does not mean it is right or beneficial 
for society. Exposing unemployed, 
frustrated, and emotionally vulner-
able youth to such platforms is akin to 
leading a thirsty man to a mirage. The 
result is not success, it is heartbreak, 

loss, and despair.
What is needed is a collective awak-

ening. Parents, teachers, leaders, and 
policymakers must reinforce the value 
of  hard work, patience, and skill devel-
opment. Our media and influencers 
must act responsibly and stop glamor-
izing harmful behaviors. The govern-
ment too must take serious note of  the 
psychological and financial damage 
these platforms are causing and take 
measures to restrict their accessibil-
ity, especially for the younger genera-
tion.

The road to success has never been 

easy. It requires effort, resilience, and 
most importantly, belief  in one’s abil-
ity to grow gradually. As the old saying 
goes, “Shortcuts may cut you short.” 
Let us remind our youth that shortcuts 
may lead to quick gains, but hard work 
builds lasting success.

If  we want to see our nation prosper, 
we must return to the roots of  honest 
labor. That is not just the essence of  
success,  it is the essence of  life itself.

Author is a Teacher at Department 
Of  Education J&K. He can be mailed 
at bukhari.hilalahmad5@gmail.com

Who Owns the Land? 

Decoding The Disputed Tenancy Columns In Revenue Records
MOHD AMIN MIR

I
n the heart of  rural Jammu & Kash-
mir, where every kanal of  land is a 
lifeline, the subtle handwriting in the 
tenancy column of  a Jamabandi or 
a Girdawari can determine who tills 

the soil, who claims the crop, and ultimate-
ly, who controls the land. These tenancy 
entries—meant to reflect lawful possession 
and usage—have, over decades, evolved 
into points of  contention, confusion, and 
at times, covert manipulation.

Despite multiple rounds of  land 
reforms, modernization drives, and now 
the sweeping digitization of  land records 
under portals like WALHARUS, the integ-
rity of  this crucial column remains com-
promised. In hundreds of  survey numbers 
across the region, the tenancy status in 
the Jamabandi differs from that in the 
Girdawari. These mismatches not only 
muddle ground realities but also distort 
court proceedings, mutation entries, and 
inheritance claims.

This article delves deep into the impor-
tance and legal standing of  the tenancy 
columns, exposes why discrepancies per-
sist, and proposes a rigorous path toward 
correction.
Understanding the Columns: A Primer 
on Revenue Records

What is the Tenancy Column in a Jama-
bandi?
The Jamabandi—a record-of-rights 
prepared every four years—contains a 
detailed description of every parcel of 
land within a village. It includes:
•	 Name of  the owner(s)
•	 Khewat/Khatoni numbers
•	 Survey (Khasra) numbers
•	 Type of  land
•	 Area and revenue

Tenancy column: indicating names of  
tenants (if  any), whether occupancy ten-
ants, non-occupancy tenants, or sharecrop-
pers

This tenancy column is vital because it 
legally recognizes actual cultivation by a 
non-owner and can form the basis for ten-
ancy rights, land-to-tiller claims, and even 
ownership transitions under past reforms.
What is Girdawari and Its Tenancy 
Record?

Girdawari is a seasonal crop inspection 
report, recorded by the Patwari thrice a 
year (Rabi, Kharif, and Zaid seasons). It 
notes:
•	 Who is cultivating the land
•	 What crops are being sown

•	 Nature of  possession—owner, tenant, 
lessee, or unauthorized occupant

•	 The Girdawari’s tenancy column 
is more immediate and dynamic, 
reflecting seasonal reality, unlike the 
Jamabandi, which is a static, consoli-
dated record.

•	 The Importance of  Tenancy Columns: 
More Than Just Names

The tenancy column is not merely 
administrative—it has social, econom-
ic, and legal consequences:
Inheritance and Mutation Rights: 
Courts and revenue officers rely on Jama-
bandi tenancy records to establish rightful 
heirs, assess possession, and adjudicate 
land disputes.
Protection under Agrarian Reforms 
Act: Cultivators recorded as tenants in 
Girdawari before 1971 gained ownership 
rights under the J&K Agrarian Reforms 
Act, 1976. Hence, tenancy entries formed 
the foundation for land redistribution.
Eviction and Compensation Disputes: 
Disputed tenancy status complicates evic-
tion proceedings. Tenants recorded in the 
Jamabandi or Girdawari may claim protec-
tion against unlawful eviction or demand 
compensation.
Lease Agreements and Loans: Many 
banks verify tenancy or cultivation 
records before issuing agricultural loans. 
Mismatches jeopardize farmers’ financial 
eligibility.
Digital Land Record Validation: Under 
land digitization efforts, contradictory 
entries in Jamabandi and Girdawari are 
leading to confusion in the WALHARUS 
and revenue court databases.
Mismatch Between Jamabandi and 
Girdawari: A Hidden Epidemic

Field surveys and anecdotal evidence 
reveal a disturbing trend—tenancy entries 
in Jamabandis do not match those in 
Girdawaris in a substantial number of  
villages. For instance:

In Survey No. 112 in a village in Anant-
nag, Jamabandi shows no tenancy, yet 
Girdawari shows Ali Mohammad S/o Noor 
Mohammad as tenant since 2009.

In Qazigund, a Jamabandi entry men-
tions a tenant from the 1980s who has long 
passed away, but the Girdawari contin-
ues to reflect his name with no seasonal 
updates.
Systemic Causes of the Mismatch

Outdated Jamabandis: Many villages 
haven’t had their Jamabandi updated in 
over a decade, despite legal requirements 
for quinquennial revisions.

Irregular or Fake Girdawaris: Patwaris 
sometimes fail to conduct spot inspections, 
instead entering names based on oral 
claims or local influence.

Failure to Incorporate Mutations: Even 
when tenancy is legally altered through a 
decree or mutation, updates in both Jama-
bandi and Girdawari are rarely synchro-
nized.

Discretionary Girdawari Manipulation: 
Influence, money, or family disputes often 
lead to tampered Girdawaris that override 
rightful tenants recorded in Jamabandis.

Lack of  Synchronization During Digiti-
zation: The digital records created under 
WALHARUS sometimes uploaded one set 
of  data (often Jamabandi) without recon-
ciling contradictions with Girdawari.
Legal Validity: Which Record Prevails?

Courts across J&K have taken varying 
positions:

In several cases, courts have treated 
Jamabandi as superior, considering it part 
of  the certified record-of-rights, prepared 
through statutory oversight.

However, in other judgments, especially 
where Girdawari entries are contemporane-
ous, consistent, and unchallenged, courts 
have favored Girdawari as reflecting actual 
possession.

For instance, the J&K High Court in 
Ghulam Rasool vs State (2011) accepted 
Girdawari as reliable evidence of  tenancy 
where Jamabandi was outdated.

Thus, courts often weigh continuity, 
authenticity, and recency when evaluating 
which record holds legal weight.
Consequences of Inaccurate Tenancy 
Records
•	 Disruption of  Fair Litigation: Ten-

ants omitted from records risk losing 
possession through manipulation or 
without due process.

•	 Agricultural Distress: Erroneous 
entries result in denial of  crop com-
pensation or exclusion from govern-
ment subsidies.

•	 Inheritance Conflicts: Family disputes 
over tenancy cannot be resolved with-
out trustworthy, updated records.

•	 Corruption and Land Grabs: Falsify-
ing Girdawari or ignoring tenancy 
in Jamabandi has become a tool for 
illegal land acquisition.

The Road to Reform: Correcting the 
Columns

To restore trust in revenue records, the 
following seven-point reform roadmap is 
proposed:

Mass Verification Drives Before WAL-
HARUS Uploads: Conduct field-based 
Girdawaris in presence of  landowners, 
tenants, Lambardars, and Chowkidars. 
Reconcile both Girdawari and Jamabandi 
before digitization.

Re-Notifying Tenancy Mutations: Direct 
Tehsils to revisit and verify past tenancy 
mutations. Field staff  must confirm wheth-

er those tenants still hold possession.
Automatic Flagging in Software: Build 

AI-powered systems into WALHARUS to 
flag mismatches between Jamabandi and 
Girdawari for human review.

Village-Level Public Display of  Draft 
Records: Post draft records in Panchayat 
offices and allow a 15-day window for 
public objections and corrections.

Legal Awareness Campaigns in Rural 
Areas: Educate tenants on their legal 
rights, especially where their names are 
silently removed or distorted in records.

Aadhaar Integration and Geotagging: 
Modern Girdawaris should include biomet-
ric identity of  cultivators. Use GPS-linked 
apps to tag land plots and record real-time 
crop data.
Commendation and Optimism: A New 
Era of Credibility

In the midst of  this complex challenge, 
it is worth acknowledging the visionary 
leadership and hands-on efforts of  the 
Financial Commissioner Revenue and 
the Commissioner Secretary Revenue of  
Jammu & Kashmir. Their guidance has 
been pivotal in steering digitization, train-
ing revenue staff, and pushing for struc-
tural transparency.

There is renewed hope that under their 
continued direction, tenancy records—
once riddled with errors—will evolve into 
authentic, accountable, and future-ready 
instruments of  justice.
Beyond Columns, Toward Justice

Land is not just a commodity in Jammu 
& Kashmir—it is identity, legacy, and liveli-
hood. The tenancy columns in Jamabandi 
and Girdawari are supposed to reflect this 
reality with honesty and consistency. But 
the gap between ink on paper and foot on 
soil has widened alarmingly.

It is time for the government, revenue 
officials, and judiciary to treat these 
records not as dormant archives but as 
living legal instruments that affect lives 
and livelihoods. Discrepancies are not 
mere clerical lapses—they are potential 
land grabs in disguise.

As Jammu & Kashmir enters a new era 
of  transparency and digital governance, 
let the truth of  the tiller not be lost in 
mismatched columns. The land deserves 
integrity—and so do its cultivators.

Mohd Amin Mir is a legal researcher 
and columnist specializing in land gov-
ernance, rural reform, and institutional 

accountability. He can be mailed at mira-
min354@gmail.com
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CM Omar Stresses
He noted that while healthcare systems 

face complex challenges, efforts such as 
this contribute to easing the burden on 
ordinary citizens.

“This project stands for the welfare of  
all,” the Chief  Minister said. “Its foun-
dation rests on principles of  universal 
service to humanity, a spirit long cham-
pioned by many traditions, including the 
Sikh faith. It's heartening to see the com-
munity step forward once again in times 
of  need, without distinction or expecta-
tion, in the service of  people.”

Commending the affordability frame-
work of  the program, he added, “To make 
all types of  surgeries for women avail-
able at a capped cost of  ₹13,000 is a com-
mendable effort, especially for families 
who otherwise find treatment costs over-
whelming.”

The Chief  Minister also underscored 
the importance of  compassion in health-
care delivery. “Doctors must prioritise 
patient care above all else,” he remarked. 
“Similarly, private hospitals must do their 
part in ensuring that treatment is not out 
of  reach for the common citizen. Afford-
ability should not be an afterthought, it 
must be part of  the design.”

He acknowledged the ongoing contri-
butions of  government hospitals, which 
continue to provide essential services 
across Jammu and Kashmir despite oper-
ational and infrastructural challenges. 
“Our public institutions remain pillars 
of  healthcare delivery, and I hope more 
such initiatives, whether from public or 
private sectors, are taken up in the spirit 
of  public service.”

Dr. Jasbir Kaur, who conceptualised 
Project 13-13, expressed gratitude for the 
support extended to the program and 
reaffirmed its focus on community care. 
“This initiative is about ensuring dignity 
and access in women’s healthcare. It’s 
our way of  giving back,” she said.

The event marks the beginning of  Proj-
ect 13-13’s implementation at National 
Hospital Jammu. Though limited in scope 
to a single institution, the initiative has 
been widely appreciated for its target-
ed approach and its potential to inspire 
similar models of  accessible healthcare 
elsewhere.

J&K Sees Unprecedented
administration. Top terrorist com-

manders have been neutralized, and 
while Pakistan continues to push foreign 
terrorists into Indian territory, security 
forces remain vigilant," he said. 

"Pakistan’s state policy of  terrorism 
has not changed," LG Sinha said. "But 
our forces are stronger, more prepared, 
and have sent a clear message: every act 
of  terror will be met with overwhelming 
force."

Discussing Operation Sindoor, LG 
Sinha stated that PM Modi’s doctrine 
is unambiguous, terror and tourism, or 
terror and trade, cannot coexist. "When 
we say Operation Sindoor is ongoing, it 
means our Army is alert and has demon-
strated its strength," he said. The opera-
tion sent a resounding message to Paki-
stan after it attempted to target Indian 
military installations.

"The world saw what happened. We 
obliterated terror hotspots and brought 
Pakistan to its knees. The message was 
clear: Whatever you possess, it is now 
ours," Sinha asserted. He also highlighted 
India’s growing reliance on indigenous 
defense equipment, which has played a 
crucial role in bolstering security.

One of  the most heart-wrenching yet 
hopeful aspects of  J&K’s transformation 
has been the administration’s efforts to 
rehabilitate families affected by terror-
ism. During his visit to Baramulla, LG 
Sinha met with victims’ families, many of  
whom had suffered for decades without 
adequate support.

"The situation was quite sad," he 
recalled. "Some hadn’t received financial 
aid, others lacked dependent certificates, 
making them ineligible for jobs. In some 
cases, FIRs were not even filed. Houses 
had been seized, lives destroyed."

With the help of  concerned citizens, the 
administration ensured that all eligible 
individuals received justice. In Baram-
ulla alone, 40 people were given govern-
ment jobs. Financial assistance is being 
processed for those left out, and legal 
aid is being provided to families unable 
to file FIRs. Additionally, those seeking 
self-employment are being supported to 
become entrepreneurs. "This is a whole-
of-government, humanitarian approach," 
Sinha said. "We are committed to ensur-
ing justice, dignity, and a brighter future 
for these families."

PM Modi’s vision for J&K has translated 
into unprecedented economic growth. LG 
Sinha revealed that the region’s economy 
has nearly doubled in six years, fueled 
by massive infrastructure development, 
tourism, and private investment.

"Earlier, it took eight hours to travel 
from Jammu to Srinagar. Now, it takes 
just 4.5 hours," Sinha said. adding that 
over ₹1.5 lakh crore worth of  highway and 
tunnel projects are underway, drastically 
improving connectivity. Under PMGSY, 
villages with a population of  over 250 (as 
per the 2001 census) have been connected, 
and now, an additional ₹4,000 crore has 
been allocated to include villages listed 
in the 2011 census.

"Premier institutions like IIT, IIM, 
NIFT, two AIIMS, and seven new medi-
cal colleges have been established, trans-
forming education and healthcare. Power 
generation has surged from 3,450 MW to 
an additional 3,100 MW in just five years," 

he said. 
LG Sinha said that tourism has been 

a major success story, with 2.38 crore 
tourists visiting J&K last year alone, a 
record high. This boom has created jobs 
and spurred economic activity. Private 
sector investments have jumped from 
₹14,000 crore to nearly ₹30,000 crore, with 
₹10,000-12,000 crore worth of  projects 
already in production.

When asked about the roadmap for 
statehood, LG Sinha pointed to the visible 
changes on the ground. "The new Kash-
mir is marked by peace, no shutdown cal-
endars, academic normalcy, cinema halls 
reopening, and Muharram processions 
being held successfully after decades," 
he said.

Festivals are now celebrated by all com-
munities, youth are finding employment, 
and the economy is thriving. "The people 
of  J&K have embraced this change. They 
want development, not disruption," Sinha 
emphasized.

Remnants Of
prosperous future for J&K and their 

growing involvement is instrumen-
tal in this transformative journey," LG 
Sinha said while addressing a seminar 
on "J&K's March Towards Peace" as part 
of  lecture series organized by Gandhi 
Smriti, at New Delhi. On the occasion, the 
Lieutenant Governor also inaugurated 
a newly developed ‘Gandhi Smriti Art 
Gallery’.

n his keynote address, the Lieutenant 
Governor highlighted the profound and 
deep bond between Mahatma Gandhi and 
Jammu Kashmir.

“Pujya Bapu's philosophy is a source 
of  inspiration for UT and our education 
system is inculcating the values of  truth, 
non-violence and compassion among 
youth. Gandhiji saw a ray of  hope in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Gandhiji wanted 
to see peace and progress in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi is fulfilling the dream 
of  Mahatma Gandhi. Since 2019, he has 
been building a fear-free, terror-free 
J&K, which would make its place among 
the developed states and UTs as a symbol 
of  peace,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated 
the resolve of  the Government of  India, 
Police and the security forces to com-
pletely wipe out the entire terror eco-
system and establish a lasting peace in 
Jammu Kashmir.

The local terrorist recruitment is at an 
all-time low. The decisive action against 
terrorism and their facilitators and thor-
ough investigations against those trying 
to radicalize the youth has ensured that 
peace prevails.

A month-long peace march is organised 
in the Kashmir valley every year to com-
memorate Pujya Bapu's birth anniver-
sary. Gandhi Jayanti, Teachers Day, Har 
Ghar Tiranga, Independence-day celebra-
tions and numerous other national inte-
gration programmes across the UT reflect 
that J&K is reclaiming its legacy as a land 
of  peace. Youth are now conscious of  the 
fact that J&K of  Bapu's dreams is J&K of  
unity and peace.

This wind of  change has rattled the ter-
rorist nation Pakistan and it constantly 
tries to hurt the soul of  India and its cul-
tural-spiritual fabric. Aim of  Pahalgam 
terrorist attack was to stall economic 
progress of  UT as well but we are march-
ing ahead with renewed strength.

Terrorism is in the DNA of  Pakistan 
and they continue to spread it. The entire 
global society must unite against this ter-
rorist country Pakistan. We are deter-
mined to completely wipe out terrorism 
and remnants of  the terror ecosystem. We 
will not spare anyone who speaks the lan-
guage of  terror outfits. Strict action will 
be taken against such elements. Those 
behind the Pahalgam terror attack have 
been identified. NIA is investigating and 
soon the perpetrators will meet the same 
fate as other top terror commanders,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor, in his 
address, also highlighted the transforma-
tion across the sectors in J&K UT under 
the leadership of  Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

He said the era of  Post Abrogation of  
Article 370 represents a defining moment 
in the history of  Jammu and Kashmir.  
“The Union Territory has marked signifi-
cant milestones, over the past few years, 
creating new paradigms for inclusive 
development. Our economy has doubled 
in the last 5 years,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor further said.

J&K Sees Normal
of  27.9°C (9.0°C below normal); Koker-

nag recorded 20.7°C (6.9°C below normal); 
and Gulmarg registered 15.0°C (6.2°C 
below normal).

Similarly, in Jammu division, the mer-
cury has settled below normal, with 
Jammu city recording a maximum tem-
perature of  30.6°C, which is 3.4°C below 
normal.

Banihal recorded 23.5°C (5.4°C below 
normal); Batote 22.0°C (4.6°C below 
normal); Katra 25.8°C (4.9°C below 
normal); and Bhaderwah 25.6°C (4.8°C 
below normal).

Meanwhile, the weatherman has pre-
dicted more rain over the next week, 
stating that amid cloudy weather con-
ditions, there is a possibility of  inter-
mittent spells of  light to moderate rain 
and thundershowers at many places, 
with intense showers at a few locations, 
including heavy to very heavy rain in 

isolated areas of  J&K tomorrow.
Director of  the Meteorological Depart-

ment (MeT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad, said 
that light to moderate rain and thun-
dershowers are expected at scattered to 
fairly widespread places from July 18 to 
20.

He added that from July 21 to 23, gen-
erally cloudy weather is forecast with 
intermittent spells of  light to moderate 
rain and thundershowers at many places, 
with intense showers at a few locations, 
including heavy to very heavy rain at 
isolated places in J&K.

Moreover, the MeT has issued yellow 
and orange alerts for the region until 22 
July.

According to the MeT, a yellow alert 
has been issued for the Kashmir region 
until July 22, while in Jammu, an orange 
alert has been issued until July 19, fol-
lowed by a yellow alert for July 20. The 
orange alert will again be in place on July 
21 and 22 for Jammu division.

Additionally, data prepared by the MeT 
indicates that the region has received 
normal precipitation from June 1 to July 
16.

The data shows that J&K recorded 157 
mm of  rainfall against the normal of  
159.4 mm during this period.

A total of  nine stations, including Sri-
nagar, recorded normal precipitation, 
while Udhampur, Reasi, and Samba 
experienced excess rainfall during this 
period.

However, five stations—including 
Anantnag, Budgam, Doda, Ganderbal, 
and Kulgam—recorded deficit rainfall 
over the past 46 days, varying from 20 to 
59 per cent.

Kishtwar and Shopian are the two sta-
tions where a significant deficiency was 
recorded, ranging between 60 and 99 per 
cent.

Rajouri, however, was the only station 
to record large excess rainfall during the 
ongoing season.

Meanwhile, the MeT has issued an advi-
sory indicating that there is a possibility 
of  intense showers at a few places, with 
heavy to very heavy rain at isolated loca-
tions in J&K during July 16-17 and July 
21-23, warning of  flash floods at vulner-
able sites, along with landslides, mud-
slides, and shooting stones—(KNO)

Strong Police-Public
gathering. “Instead of  giving this award 

in a closed room, I decided to come here 
and personally hand it over. This recogni-
tion is the result of  your relentless hard 
work and dedication.”

The DGP was accompanied by IGP 
Jammu Zone B.S. Tuti, IGP CRPF Gopala 
K. Rao,; DIG JSK Range Shiv Kumar 
Sharma, DC Jammu Sachin Vaishya, IAS; 
and SSP Jammu Joginder Singh, JKPS. 
The event was also graced by Hon’ble 
MLA Akhnoor, Mohan Lal Bhagat, along 
with senior officers from the Army, BSF, 
CRPF, intelligence agencies, civil admin-
istration, and zonal police officers.

Akhnoor Police Station is a historic and 
protected site. It was among the 76 top-
performing police stations shortlisted out 
of  17,932 across India based on stringent 
performance criteria set by the MHA’s 
Police Modernisation Division, with 
support from the TransRural research 
agency.

This national-level recognition is part 
of  a flagship initiative launched in 2015 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during 
the DGP/IGP Conference in Kutch, Guja-
rat.

Lauding the efforts of  the Akhnoor 
police team, DGP Prabhat praised the 
former SHO Inspector Tariq Ahmed, 
SDPO Mohan Sharma, JKPS, and SP 
Rural Brijesh Sharma, for their leader-
ship in 2024. He also extended his best 
wishes to the present SHO Inspector 
Sanjeev Chib and SDPO Varinder Gupta, 
encouraging them to uphold the legacy 
of  excellence.

DGP Prabhat also commended the sta-
tion’s effective community policing and 
its remarkable performance in tackling 
drug peddling, bovine smuggling, gang-
ster activity, and other crimes—(KNO)

Continuous Skill
The conference is also being attended 

by the Director IIT Jammu, Director IIM 
Jammu, Vice Chancellors of  some promi-
nent Universities along with representa-
tives from Federation of  Chambers of  
Industries Kashmir (FCIK).

The conference seeks to foster a robust, 
demand-driven skilling framework by 
encouraging interactive sessions, con-
sultations and collaborative discussions. 
Over the next two days, the participants 
will contribute valuable insights and 
policy suggestions to build a future-
ready, inclusive and industry-aligned 
skill development roadmap for J&K.

Delivering the keynote address, the 
Chief  Secretary underlined the signifi-
cance of  aligning the skill development 
ecosystem with the emerging needs of  the 
industry. While highlighting the priori-
ties, he stressed on Industry-Academia 
collaboration. He recommended that 
industries must actively co-develop cur-
ricula with academia to ensure relevance 
and employability of  the skilled manpow-
er produced by the skilling institutions.

The other priority, Dulloo emphasized 
upon is early vocational exposure. He 
unequivocally maintained that the voca-
tional education should be integrated 
from the school and college levels to build 
foundational skills early. He remarked 
that such an educational framework 

would be a precursor towards creating 
the skilled workforce that is in sync with 
the latest market requirements therefore 
highly employable anywhere in the coun-
try.

Moreover,  the Chief  Secretary 
impressed on the fact of  nurturing entre-
preneurial mindset among all the young-
sters. He underscored that the youth 
should be nurtured not merely as job 
seekers but as job creators, empowered 
to innovate and lead from the front.

Quoting futurist Alvin Toffler, he called 
for adopting at an earliest the adaptabili-
ty and lifelong learning model in J&K. He 
mentioned the author saying that “The 
illiterate of  the future will not be those 
who cannot read and write, but those who 
cannot learn, unlearn and relearn.”

The Chief  Secretary also stressed the 
role of  convergence and coordination 
among various departments, institutions 
and private players to drive impactful and 
sustainable outcomes.

Pertinently, this workshop is being 
organised by the Labour & Employment 
Department and is envisioned not just 
as a forum to boost employment, but as 
a strategic effort to build an adaptable, 
inclusive and futuristic ecosystem. This 
will greatly help in equipping youth with 
the skills needed to thrive in a rapidly 
evolving job market world over.

Despite Downpour, 
of  the Amarnath Yatra due to rains, the 

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir has 
clarified that the Yatra is ongoing with-
out any interruption, and pilgrims are 
safely having darshan of  Baba Barfani.

"The Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025 is 
proceeding smoothly, and pilgrims are 
taking darshan of  Baba Barfani without 
any interruption," said the Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir.

All media outlets are advised to verify 
facts from official sources before pub-
lishing or circulating any information 
regarding the Yatra, the statement said, 
adding that the public is requested to rely 
only on official updates for accurate and 
timely information.

Army takes swift action for pilgrim’s 
medical emergency

Reaffirming its unwavering commit-
ment to the safety and well-being of  pil-
grims undertaking the sacred Amarnath 
Yatra, the Indian Army carried out a 
swift medical evacuation at Barari Marg 
on Monday night.

A defence spokesperson in a statement 
issued  said that at around 8:00 PM, a 
38-year-old pilgrim, Ajay Kumar from 
Ludhiana, began feeling unwell while 
descending the yatra route. "Acting 
promptly, the Medical Evacuation Team, 
led by the NCO Incharge stationed at 
Barari, responded immediately," he said.

The pilgrim was escorted to the near-
est Medical Aid Post, where he received 
timely medical care and was kept under 
observation as per standard protocol, the 
Army said, adding that after being sta-
bilised and showing improvement, Ajay 
Kumar reported feeling better and con-
tinued his descent without assistance, 
accompanied by his fellow pilgrims.

"This incident underscores the Indian 
Army’s proactive humanitarian efforts in 
ensuring the health, safety, and morale 
of  all yatris. Army medical teams remain 
on round-the-clock alert along the entire 
yatra route, committed to providing 
immediate assistance and facilitating a 
safe and smooth pilgrimage for all," the 
spokesperson said.

The annual Amarnath Yatra, which 
commenced earlier this month on July 
3, is scheduled to conclude on August 9 
this year—(KNO)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION ANANTNAG
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

E-NIT NO. 09 of 2025-26
For and on behalf of Hon’ble Lt. Governor of J&K U.T , e-tenders (in Single Cover System) are invited on “Percentage basis” (Single Click)from approved 
and eligible contractors registered with J&K U.T Govt./ CPWD/Railways/Other Governments/ Union Territories for the following works:-

S. No Name of work
Advt. 

Cost (Rs 
in Lacs)

Earnest Mon-
ey Deposit 
(Amt in Rs)

Time for 
completion

Class of 
Contract

Cost of Ten-
der Document 

(Rs)

Major 
Head of 
Account

Tender 
Opening 
Authority

01 Const of FP Work on HM Guri Nallah at vil DH 
PORA Spot 1st 3.45 6900/= 08Days DEE 200/=

M&R 
2025-26

MH–
2711

Executive 
Engineer

Flood 
Control 
Division 

Anantnag

02 Const of FP Work on R/S of Veshow Nallah U/S 
Chumbgund Bridge at Villiage Arigatnoo 2.17 4340/= 06Days DEE 100/=

03 Maintainance of existing Cratework at various 
spots  bwo laying of cement concrete coping 2.46 4920/= 07Days DEE 100/=

04 Const of R/Wall on L/S of Zadi Nallah NLO Wali 
Mohd Lone 2.21 4420/= 06Days DEE 100/=

05 Repairment of existing bund on R/S of Veshow 
Nallah Rang Khul Spot Ist 2.14 4280/= 06Days DEE 100/=

06 Const of Antierosion cum FP Work on R/S of 
Sonman Nallah at Village Hum near Foot Bridge 3.90 7800/= 08Days DEE 200/=

07 Cons of FP Work on Left Side of Veshow Nallah 
U/S Arwani Bridge 3.59 7180/= 08Days DEE 200/=

08
Maintainance of existing Cratework at various 
spots  by way of laying of cement concrete 
coping.

2.96 5920/= 07Days DEE 200/=

09 Const of FP Work on Trout Nallah near Municipli-
ty Garbage Dumping Yard. 2.68 5360/= 06Days DEE 200/=

10 Const of FP Work on Trout Nallah at Chawalgam 1.15 2300/= 05Days DEE 100/=

11
Const of Anti-Erosion cum FP Work on Left Side 
of Sonman Nallah at Village Hum at spots U/S 
Foot Bridge

3.42 6840/= 08Days DEE 200/=

12 Cost of FP Work on Hakurah Nallah NLO Girdari 
Lal and others 1.19 2380/= 05Days DEE 100/=

13
Jacketting of damaged crate work on B/O Brengi 
nallah at Kamad NLO of Bashir Ah Bhat and 
others.

0.74 1480/= 04 Days DEE 100/=

14
Const of Lining wall on R/S of Hakurah nallah 
at BatporaDialgam NHO Tariq Ah Sheikh and 
others.

1.90 3800/= 06 Days DEE 100/=

15
Const of FP work branch of Khalishi Nallah at 
MantporaDehruna NLO Shabir Ahmad Bhat and 
others

1.31 2620/= 05 Days DEE 100/=

Position of Funds: Budgetary allocation 2025-26.
Position of Administrative Approval: - Accorded
Position of Technical Sanction:- Accorded
The Bidding document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria,specifications, Drawings, set of terms and conditions, and other details can 
be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule of dates given below:

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 14-07-2025 at 6.00PM
2 Date of start of downloading 14-07-2025 at 6.00PM
3 Bid submission start date Technical/Financial 14-07-2025 at 6.00PM
4 Bid submission end date 26-07-2025 at 6.00PM
5 Date & Time of opening of Bids (online). 28-07-2025 at 10:00AM

Terms and Conditions:
1. Bids must be accompanied with proof of the cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury receipt in favour of Executive Engineer Flood Con-

trol Division Anantnag (tender inviting authority). The name of the work shall be eligible along with NIT number and item number neatly written 
on the face of TR. Any deficiency will lead to cancellation of the tender also the date of treasury challan should be in between the date of start 
of Bid and bid submission end date.

2. The successful bidder shall have to submit the hard copy of EMD @ 2% in the shape of CDR/FDR and duly uploaded, treasury challan and other 
allied documents as mentioned in para-4.

3. Additional Performance Security is to be deposited by the L1 bidder as per the latest order by the finance department endorsed by Chief Engi-
neer Kmr. I&FC Department Srinagar vide No.14481-515 dated:-.03-03-2023 which reads as under “Only performance security of 3% should 
be sought from bidders with due consideration to the clause 5.6.4 of Manual for Procurement of works 2022”, if failed the tender shall be 
rejected.

4. Bidders are advised to use the prequalification document area in their user on www.jktenders.gov.in portal to store, the required documents as 
given below

1. Latest GSTIN clearance Monthly/Quarterly as opted for the Month of June 2025alongwithPAN.
2. Registration card with the latest renewal.
3. Treasury challan (0702) must be uploaded in vivid form at carrying no corrections or omissions so that they can be verified discretely by the 

Tender opening committee.
4. Scanned copy of EMD in shape of CDR/FDR.
5. Card verification letter.
6. Registered mobile number and E-mail ID in the shape of Bidders address form.
7. BOQ.
8. The Bidder shall have to upload an Affidavit that he has not been defaulter in any Department for the last year i.e.2024-25.
9. The scanned documents must be uploaded in PDF format.Any deficiency in the above mentioned conditions will lead to rejection of the bid 

which shall be noted.
10. As per the Circular issued by the finance department Vide No.01 ( Adm) FD of 2025 Dated 08-07-2025. That “Every participating contractor/ 

Agency to mandatorily disclose the bank account number, which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid submission. No payment shall be 
released by the Govt department / agency to any other bank account, except the one linked with the GST registered number of the successful 
bidder”

5. The date and time of opening of Technical Bids shall be notified on the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through an e-mail message at their e- mail address. The Financial Bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on the same 
website in the office of the Executive Engineer Flood Control Division Anantnag (Tender Receiving Authority).

All other terms & conditions shall be the same as laid down in the PWD Form 25 (Double Agreement Form).
No.FCD/Ang/25/1948-70 Executive Engineer,
Dated:-14-07-2025 Flood Control Division Anantnag

DIPK-3760-25
DT: 16/07/2025

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN LOCAL BODIES KASHMIR SRINAGAR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUDGAM

Subject:  Auction of Entry Fee / Terminal Tax Collection contract for the year 2025-26 w.e.f. 01-08-2025 to 31-07-2026 for a period of 365 days.

AUCTION NOTICE.
E-NIT No: MC/BUD/2025-26/ 04 of 2025  Dated:15/07/2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT, term e-tenders (in single cover system) are invited from the interested persons/parties for Auction of Adda/Entry 
Fee / Terminal Tax of Municipal Council Budgam, for the year 2025-26 w.e.f. 01-08-2025 to 31-07-2026 for a period of 365 days. The Minimum reserved bid is 
fixed for Rs. 82,23,000/- (Rupees Eighty Two Lacs and Twenty Three Thousand Only). The Tax/rate schedule of the vehicles is as under and the successful highest 
bidder is bound to recover Entry Fee as per the same schedule.
S. No Name of Vehicle Rates

01
Government vehicles, security forces vehicles, and vehicles engaged by the State or Central Government for the devel-
opment of Ring Roads and other public/Govt infrastructure projects shall be exempted from all applicable charges, 
or levies.

Exempted

02 All Private Light vehicles Exempted
03 Tipper Rs:30 Per Trip
04 Dumper/Double Ducker Rs:40 Per Trip
05 Bus/Tata bus 407 Rs:30 Per Day
06 Taxi /Sumu/Tavera Rs:30 Per Day
07 Auto /Load Carrier Rs:20 Per day
08 Tata Mobile , Load Carrier / Jeep /Winger Cab/ Tempo Travelers Rs:30 Per Day
09 Tractor Rs:20 Per Trip
10 Truck Rs:40 Per Trip
11 School Bus Rs:20 Per Day
12 Troller 10 to 14 tyres Rs:50 Per Trip
14 Recovery/Hydra Van (6, Wheel) Rs:40 Per Trip
15 Recovery/Hydra Van (4 Wheel) Rs:20 Per Trip
16 Tourist Buses Rs:50 Per Trip

The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (BOQ) set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can 
be seen / downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in, as per the schedule of dates given below:

1 Date of issue of Tender Notice 15-07-2025

2 Period of downloading of bidding documents From 15-07-2025 to 25-07-2025

3 Bid submission Start Date 15-07-2025 from 10.00 AM

4 Bid submission End Date 25-07-2025 upto 10.00 AM

5 Date & Time of opening of Bids (Online) 25-07-2025 at 02.00 PM in the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Municipal Council 
Budgam.

6 Submission of Performance Security (PS) The highest bidder, has to deposit 10% of contact value cost, on spot at the declaration of 
highest bidder and same will be forfeited if terms and conditions shall be breached.

7
Mode of Payment

10% token money on spot after evaluation of successful bidder (Technical/ Financial Eval-
uation). 65% to be deposited on the time of possession of posts.
25% after three months from date of possession. for which successful bidder shall submit 
the irrevocable bank guarantee from any nationalized bank within seven days from the date 
of possession, failing which the contract shall be cancelled, without any intimation.

08 Cash deposit Rs.165000/- pledged to Accounts officer MC Budgam at the time of opening 
of bid (CDR) in original

1. Bids must be accompanied with the cost of tender document in shape of Bank 
Challan / Receipt (Credited to A/c No. 0078040500018986 Accounts Officer, 
Municipal CouncilBudgam amounting to Rs. 2000/- (Two Thousand Only).

2. The date and time of opening of bids shall be notified on website www.jk-
tenders.gov.in. The bids of the responsive bidders shall be opened online on 
the same website in the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Municipal Council 
Budgam.

3. The bids for the tender shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date 
of opening of bids.

4. BID SECURITY.
a) Bid Security Declaration: If the successful bidder fails to sign the contract or 

to submit the performance security before the deadline defined in the request 
for the bid documents, the bidder will be suspended for the participation in the 
tendering process for the works / tenders for a period of one year from the bid 
due date of this Auction. 

b) Any bid not accompanied by the BID security declaration shall be summarily 
rejected by the Authority as non-responsive.

c) Every bid shall be accompanied with a CDR of Rs. 165000/- from a Nation-
alized Bank, pledged to Accounts Officer Municipal Council Budgam, without 
which the bid shall not be entertained.

d) The contract of collection of Entry Fee / Terminal Tax shall be for the year 2025-
26 w.e.f. 01-08-2025 to 31-07-2026 and no claim for extension on any pretext 
will be entertained beyond the allotted period.

5. The successful bidder in case fails to deposit 10% or first installment (65%) of 
the bid amount, the CDR/10% bid amount as the case, shall be forfeited and 
the bidder shall be black listed for future participation/ auctions and in case 
the allottee fails to deposit the 2nd installment of the bid amount, the Munici-
pal Council Budgam shall take over the possession of the collections posts and 
go for fresh auction viz-a-viz recovery of the defaulted amount as per norms. 

6. That, the successful bidder has to execute an agreement with the Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Municipal Council Budgam within the seven days after taking pos-
session.

7. The successful Bidder shall be bound to effect recovery of Entry Fees as per ap-
proved schedule of MC Budgam, which is available with this office as mention 
above. In case of any violation to the approved schedule, legal action against 
the contractor / allottee will be initiated. 

8. The successful bidder shall pay the electric/ Water tax to the concerned quarter 
well in advance and shall be responsible for operational maintenance of the Toll 
posts.

9. The Successful bidder shall have to maintain the infrastructure (Collections 
posts) at his own by way of displaying the rate schedules as well as paint to the 
Collections posts twice during the contract.

10. The receipt books to be used by the contractor at the entry fee posts shall be got 
authenticated by the Chief Executive Officer concerned.

11. The successful bidder shall be solely responsible for arranging and bearing 
the cost of manpower, stationery, furniture, sanitation, toll posts (wherever re-
quired), and any other resources necessary for the execution of the contract. No 
claim for compensation or reimbursement in this regard shall be entertained by 
the office of the undersigned. 

12. The highest bidder shall be deemed to have quoted the rates inclusive of all 
applicable taxes, duties, and levies. No additional charges shall be entertained 
beyond the quoted amount.

13. After expiry of the contract i.e. on 31-07-2026, the successful bidder shall hand 
over the possession of the Entry posts to the MC Budgam in its original position 
without any damage.

14. That, the successful contractor shall have to collect Entry Fee on the following 
toll Posts only:   01. Srinagar Toll Post.   2. DC office Toll Post   3. 
Ichgam Toll Post. 4. Mamat Shogipora Road Toll Post  5.Narkara Toll Post. 

15. That, the successful contractor shall have to collect Entry Fee strictly in ac-
cordance with the approved schedule of rates issued by this institution. The 
collection process shall be carried out in a public-friendly manner, ensuring no 
inconvenience is caused to visitors. Additionally, the approved rate schedule 
shall be prominently displayed at each toll post within the town.

16. The contractor shall be responsible to maintain entry fee collection posts with 
special care to sanitation / hygiene of the environment and surroundings.

17. That All vehicles that fall under the category of exemption—including but not 
limited to Government vehicles, vehicles belonging to security forces, and ve-
hicles deployed by State or Central Government agencies for developmental 
activities such as the construction of Ring Roads and other public infrastruc-
ture—shall be fully exempted from the payment of any levies, toll charges, or en-

try fee at all designated toll posts. Under no circumstances shall the contractor 
collect any fee from such exempted vehicles. Any violation of this clause shall 
be treated as a serious breach of contract and shall attract strict penal action, 
including immediate termination of the contract and forfeiture of the Call De-
posit Receipt (CDR) without any prior notice. The successful bidder shall collect 
the entry fee from all other vehicles and machinery strictly as per the approved 
schedule of rates. Any deviation, unauthorized collection, or overcharging shall 
similarly lead to the termination of the contract and forfeiture of the CDR.

18. That, the Authority (Chief Executive Officer MC Budgam)reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all the bids without assigning any reason thereof;

19. In case of any dispute arising between the parties with respect to any of the con-
ditions as laid down herein above or any ambiguity will be referred to arbitrator 
and the decision of the arbitrator, Director Urban Local Bodies shall be final and 
binding upon the parties.

20. That the successful bidder shall not charge the entry fee in respect of the empty 
commercial vehicles.

21. The Tender of the bidder shall not be entertained who has been defaulter from 
any of the Municipal Institution.

22. That the allottee shall be bound to adhere to all Government orders, statutory 
rules, and instructions issued or to be issued from time to time in this regard. 
All such directions shall be applicable and enforceable as per prevailing Gov-
ernment norms, and the bidder shall be obligated to ensure full compliance. 
No claim for compensation or relaxation shall be entertained on account of any 
such Government directives.

23. That, the successful bidder shall have to note that no compensation/ relax-
ation/ extension/relief/concession/rebate will be given to him in case of 
anyun-towards situation like Hartals/Civil Curfew/Govt Restrictions/Flood/
Covid-19 / Curfew/natural Disaster/Calamity etcwill happen during his con-
tract period.

24. Instructions to the Bidders regarding E- Tendering process:
a) Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” 

option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.into 
acquaint bid submission process.

b) To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certif-
icate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital 
certificate from any approved vendor.

c) The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital 
Signature. No financial bid will be accepted in physical form.

d) Bids will be opened online as per time schedule.
e) Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with 

the bid.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
f) The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any 

reasons.
g) Scanned copy of cost of tender document in shape of Bank Receipt/challan in 

favour of Accounts Officer, Municipal CouncilBudgam and bid securing declara-
tion must be uploaded with the bid.

h) The Bidder must have to upload (soft copies) of the following documents (Pho-
tostat/Original should be clearly seen in all respect with Ink Signed and Seal):-

i) Valid original Bank Challan/Receipt &CDR
j) BID Securing Declaration on stamp paper duly attested by Notary. 
k) Valid GSTIN/ PAN Card No.
l) The Bidder should upload the Tender Document form attached below (Not Man-

datory).
m) Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents in-

cluding
n) BID Securing Declaration and tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with 

technical bid. No document (s) which  has /have not been uploaded shall not 
be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification the 
bidders shall have to produce original documents in support of soft copies if 
need arises.

o) The Highest Bidder will have to submit hard copies of all documents uploaded 
on e-tending portal before issuance of Allotment.

p) GST Registration  Mandatory.
q)  Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies Annual Turn Over and Income Tax 

return (latest).
No: MC/BUD/2025-26/5005-08   Sd/
Dated: 15/07/2025 Chief Executive Officer
 Municipal Council Budgam.DIPK-NB-1163-25

DT: 16/07/2025

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
Machinery Division KashMir, Mechanical & 
hospital engineering DepartMent, KashMir.

| Fax No: 0194-2497093 | email: xenmds@gmail.com | 
website: www.medkashmir.org |

CORRIGENDUM 02 FOR RETENDER
Name of work: -  Annual Rate contract for repairs to TATA LPTA 713 

Model Snow Clearance machinery of  Machinery Divi-
sion Kashmir for the Snow Clearance season 2025-26 

Reference:-  This office e-NIT No.: - MDSK/TS /2025-26/12 Date:28-
06-2025  (Tender ID: 2025_PWDJK_280113 _1)

For wider participation, the above referred e-NIT is retendered through this 
corrigendum and the critical dates are extended as under: -

S.No. Description Previous Dates New Dates.

01.
Last date of 

downloading/ sub-
mission of bids

10-07-2025 upto 
06:55 PM

22-07-2025 
upto 09:30 AM

02. Date of opening of 
bids online

11-07-2025 at 
02:00 PM

22-07-2025 at 
02:00 PM

All other terms, conditions and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT 
shall remain unchanged.
No: MDSK/TS/1288-91 Sd/
Date: 14 -07-2025.  Executive Engineer 
 Machinery Division, Kashmir.

DIPK-3811-25
DT: 16/07/2025

Axiom Space 
celebrates the arrival 
of Ax4 mission

IANS 

WASHINGTON: Private 
American company Axiom 
Space on Wednesday 
informed that it celebrated 
the arrival of  the Ax4 mis-
sion back in Texas.

“Yesterday, Axiom 
Space leaders celebrated 
the arrival of  #Ax4 back 
in Texas,” the American 
company posted on X.

The 20-day mission, led 
by Axiom Space in collabo-
ration with NASA, SpaceX, 
and other government 
space agencies, including 
ISRO, was launched to the 
ISS on June 26.

Shubhanshu Shukla 
became the first Indian 
to go to the International 
Space Station (ISS).

Shukla returned to 
Earth on Tuesday along 
with fellow astronauts 
from the US, Poland, and 
Hungary aboard SpaceX’s 
Dragon spacecraft "Grace".

Lucknow-born Shukla 
was included in the astro-
naut selection process by 
ISRO in 2019 after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in 2018 announced from 
the Red Fort that a son or 
daughter of  India would go 

to space very soon.
In January 2025, the 

39-year-old astronaut was 
selected as the pilot for the 
Ax-4 mission -- a collab-
orative mission between 
NASA and ISRO.

The IAF officer became 
the youngest astronaut-
designate under India's 
Gaganyaan mission -- the 
country’s first human 
spaceflight mission.

Speaking to IANS in 
March, Shukla said he 
hopes to use his “journey to 
inspire this entire genera-
tion to pursue their careers 
in the field of  space,” as he 
“was extremely inspired 
and motivated” by Rakesh 
Sharma.

On the Ax-4 mission, 
Shukla served as the 
pilot alongside Com-
mander Peggy Whitson 
of  the US.

On the ISS, Shukla con-
ducted seven pioneering 
experiments related to 
food and space nutrition 
that aimed to enhance 
understanding of  sustain-
able life-support systems, 
a crucial aspect of  future 
long-duration space 
travel.

Shukla's mission is not 
only an inspiration for bil-
lions of  Indians but also 
a key stepping stone for 
India's Gaganyaan human 
spaceflight mission, slated 
for 2027.

Committed to bring significant change 
in the lives of farmers: PM Modi

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday said that the 
government is committed 
to bringing a significant 
change in the lives of  farm-
ers, and the Prime Minis-
ter Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi 
Yojana is another crucial 
step towards that goal.

In a post on X social media 
platform, PM Modi said: 
“This will not only increase 
crop production in the dis-
tricts that have been lagging 
in the agricultural sector but 
also boost the income of our 
food providers."

“We are committed to 
bringing a significant change 
in the lives of  our farmer 
brothers and sisters. In this 
direction, the Prime Minister 
Dhan-Dhanya Agriculture 
Scheme has been approved 
today,” the Prime Minister 
added.

The Union Cabinet, 
chaired by PM Modi, has 
approved the “Prime Min-
ister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi 
Yojana” for a period of  six 
years, beginning with 2025-26 
to cover 100 districts.

The scheme draws inspira-
tion from NITI Aayog’s Aspi-
rational District Programme, 
a first of  its kind focusing 
exclusively on agriculture 
and allied sectors.

The scheme aims to 
enhance agricultural pro-

ductivity, increase adoption 
of  crop diversification and 
sustainable agricultural prac-
tices, augment post-harvest 
storage at the panchayat and 
block levels, improve irriga-
tion facilities and facilitate 
availability of  long-term and 
short-term credit, according 
to the official statement.

The scheme was 
announced as part of  the 
Budget proposals for 2025-26 
to develop 100 districts under 
“Prime Minister Dhan-
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana”.

The scheme will be imple-
mented through convergence 
of  36 existing schemes across 
11 Departments, other state 
schemes and local partner-
ships with the private sector.

As many as 100 districts 
will be identified based on 
three key indicators of  low 

productivity, low cropping 
intensity, and less credit dis-
bursement.

The number of  districts in 
each state/UT will be based 
on the share of  Net Cropped 
Area and operational hold-
ings. However, a minimum 
of  1 district will be selected 
from each state, according to 
an official statement.

As India achieves 50 per 
cent of  its installed electricity 
capacity from non-fossil fuel 
sources, the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) approved enhanced 
delegation of  power to NTPC 
Ltd for investing in NTPC 
Renewable Energy Ltd. and 
its other joint ventures/
subsidiaries to set up renew-
able energy capacity with 
an outlay of  up to Rs 20,000 
crore.
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Committee on Estimates 
reviews JSD’s functioning, 
progress on WSSs in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The House 
Committee on Estimates 
today convened a meeting 
at the Assembly Complex 
in Srinagar to review the 
functioning of  Jal Shakti 
Department besides assess-
ing progress on ongoing 
Water Supply Schemes 
(WSSs) across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting was chaired 
by Committee Chairper-
son Shamim Firdous and 
attended by Committee 
Members Abdul Majid 
Bhat (Larmi), Ghulam 
Mohi-ud-Din Mir, Pawan 
Kumar Gupta, Ajaz Jan, 
Dr. Shafi Ahmad Wani, 
Chander Prakash Ganga, 
Pyare Lal Sharma and 
Arjun Singh Raju.

Senior officers present 
included Shaleen Kabra, 
Financial Commissioner 
(Additional Chief  Secre-
tary), Jal Shakti Depart-
ment; Fayaz A Lone, Direc-
tor General Accounts and 

Treasuries; Khurshid 
Ahmad Shah, Mission 
Director, Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM); along with 
Directors of  Finance and 
Planning and Chief  Engi-
neers of  both Kashmir and 
Jammu divisions.

T he Chair person 
stressed the importance 
of  providing safe and 
adequate drinking water 
to every household in 
Jammu and Kashmir. She 
emphasized the need for 
uninterrupted piped water 
supply in both rural and 
urban areas, highlighting 
the importance of  water 
quality and sustainability 
of  water resources.

She called for regular 
testing of  water sam-
ples to ensure supply of  
clean and safe water, and 
instructed replacement 
of  old and defunct pipes 
to maintain smooth water 
flow. The Committee also 
underscored the need for 
improved coordination 
among the departments, 

particularly with the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD), to avoid disruptions 
in connectivity during exe-
cution of  works.

Legislator Salman 
Sagar, who attended as a 
special invitee, highlight-
ed the need to identify grey 
areas and address water 
shortages through special 
funding approvals.

The Chairperson fur-
ther emphasized strict 
monitoring and effective 
utilization of  funds under 
the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM). She called for timely 
completion of  all ongoing 
JJM and other WSS proj-
ects to ensure public con-
venience and stressed for 
restoration of  blocked or 
defunct springs and key 
water sources.

The Committee also 
directed the officials to 
respond promptly to public 
grievances, inspect ongo-
ing projects regularly and 
ensure immediate relief  to 
areas facing water crises.

The members of  the 
Committee offered valu-
able suggestions and raised 
key concerns regarding the 
execution and progress on 
various WSSs.

During the meeting, 
Financial Commissioner 
Shaleen Kabra informed 
the Committee that a total 
of  6,897 civil works have 
been allotted under 3,253 
schemes across Jammu 
and Kashmir. Out of  these, 
6,887 works have been 
taken up and 3,596 works 
have been completed as of  
May 31, 2025.

The Committee resolved 
to continue monitoring the 
performance of  key depart-
ments and to scrutinize 
budget estimates, revised 
allocations and actual expen-
ditures to ensure account-
ability and transparency in 
developmental works.

Earlier, Secretary Leg-
islative Assembly, Manoj 
Kumar Pandita, deliber-
ated regarding agenda of  
the meeting.

Three properties seized 

in crackdown on cross-

border terrorism
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Wednes-
day attached three proper-
ties belonging to Pakistan-
based terrorist handlers 
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Police spokesperson in a 
statement said that Budgam 
Police have attached three 
properties belonging to 
Pakistan-based terrorist 
handlers (JKNOP) located in 
Khag, Chewa Beerwah, and 
Harwani Khansahib in pres-
ence of concerned Executive 
Magistrates, it reads.

The action was carried 
out in connection with case 
FIR No. 58/2024 U/S 7/25 
Indian Arms Act, 18, 20, 23 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA) of  Police 
Station Khag, and under 
proceedings initiated U/S 25 
of  UAPA for attachment of  
properties used in terrorist 
activities, it reads.

The properties attached 
belong to the following 
accused persons presently 
operating from across the 
border, Manzoor Ahmad 
Chopan alias Rayees, son 
of  Ghulam Mohi-ud-din 
Chopan, resident of  Har-

wani Khansahib (Double-sto-
reyed residential house with 
premises at village Harwani 
Khansahib, Budgam under 
Khasra No. 763); Mohammad 
Yousuf  Malik alias Molvi, 
son of  Abdul Rahim Malik, 
resident of  Chewa Budgam 
(Double-storeyed residential 
house along with 05 Kanals, 
13 Marlas of  land at vil-
lage Chewa Budgam under 
Khasra No. 151) and, Bilal 
Ahmad Wani alias Umer, son 
of Ghulam Ahmad Wani, res-
ident of  Nagbal Khag (Land 
measuring 19.5 Marlas situ-
ated at Khag under Khasra 
Nos. 1093 and 1094).

These terrorist handlers, 
operating from Pakistan, 
have been actively orches-
trating and facilitating 
terrorist activities in the 
region for several years. 
“The attachment of  their 
properties is a part of  the 
ongoing efforts to disman-
tle the logistical, financial, 
and operational networks 
of  terror outfits and their 
cross-border sponsors. This 
decisive move sends a strong 
message to those involved 
in anti-national activities 
that such actions will invite 
strict legal consequences,” 
the statement reads.

Registrar BGSBU reviews 
development projects
Announces Girls’ 
Hostel for the 
Nursing College

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI: Registrar Baba 
Ghulam Shah Badshah Uni-
versity (BGSBU) Abhishek 
Sharma conducted a 
detailed review of  ongoing 
and proposed development 
initiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing infrastructure and stu-
dent amenities within the 
university campus.

During the inspection, 
the Registrar visited the fac-
ulty quarters and the guest 
house, directing concerned 
officials to initiate reno-
vation works to upgrade 
facilities. He also inspected 
the Day Care Centre and 
instructed for the provision 
of  sports equipment for 
holistic development of chil-
dren availing the facility.

In a significant move to 
boost accommodation for 
female students, the Regis-
trar gave directions for the 
construction of  a dedicated 
Girls’ Hostel for the Nursing 
College, keeping in view the 
growing demand and need for 
secure residential facilities.

Further, he emphasized 
on campus beautification, 
particularly the fountain 

gate area, and called for 
the installation of  signage 
across the campus for 
better navigation. He also 
proposed the renaming of  
a prominent chowk within 
the campus in honour of  
Brigadier Mohammad 
Usman, recognizing his 
supreme sacrifice and con-
tribution to the nation.

The Registrar also sug-
gested exploring possibili-
ties for creating a Children’s 
Park and a Trekking Track 
to promote recreational 
activities among students 
and families residing on the 
campus.

As part of  safety and 
surveillance measures, 
instructions were issued for 
the installation of  sufficient 
number of  CCTV cameras 
and street lights to ensure a 
secure environment.

The visit also included an 
inspection of  the proposed 
site for the construction of  
an indoor stadium, with 
facilities to support sports 
like shooting, olympic-level 
disciplines and archery.

Registrar Abhishek 
Sharma was accompanied 
by Chief  Planning Officer 
Maqsood Ahmed, Dr. Pervez 
Alam, Dr. Shams Kamal 
Anjum, Dr. Titi Xavier and 
Joint Registrar Qasim Kohli 
during the visit

Sarmad Hafeez reviews functioning 

of  Social Welfare Deptt
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SRINAGAR: Commission-
er Secretary, Social Wel-
fare Department, Sarmad 
Hafeez, Wednesday chaired 
a review meeting at Women 
Development Corporation, 
Bemina here.

The meeting took stock 
of  overall functioning, 
financial performance and 
key initiatives under Cen-
trally Sponsored and UT 
funded schemes.

The Commissioner 
Secretary emphasized 
that the Social Welfare 
Department operates as a 
dynamic, continuous ser-
vice delivery system rather 
than a one-time initiative. 
He instructed the officers 
were to adopt this process-
driven approach while 
implementing the welfare 
programmes.

Comprehensive pre-
sentations were made on 
major missions such as 
Mission Poshan, Mission 
Shakti and Mission Vat-
salya besides pension and 
scholarship schemes. The 
department's financial 
performance for 2024-25 
was reviewed, revealing an 
overall fund utilization of  
86 percent while budgetary 
provisions for 2025-26 were 

also discussed.
The Commissioner Sec-

retary issued key directives 
focusing on strengthening 
the cross-departmental 
convergence, particularly 
for Early Childhood Care 
and Education (ECCE) and 
expediting the completion 
and timely operationaliza-
tion of  the ongoing infra-
structure projects.

He asked the officers 

to prioritise disposal of  
pendencies in Marriage 
Assistance and Ladli Beti 
Schemes besides ensuring 
proper gender-responsive 
budgeting and monitor-
ing mechanisms. He also 
directed them to ensure 
timely submission of  Uti-
lization Certificates and 
preparation of  impact 
assessment reports.

Reiterating the impor-
tance of  a proactive and 
transparent approach, the 
Commissioner Secretary 
underscored the need to 
ensure efficient service 
delivery to all eligible ben-
eficiaries.

The meeting was 
attended by the senior 
officers from all the Direc-
torates, mission director-
ates, boards and Corpora-
tions of  the Social Welfare 
Department.

Commissioner SMC reviews 
progress of National Clean 
Air Program

JKEDI hosts 

Mentorship Session
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SRINAGAR: In a contin-
ued push towards improv-
ing urban air quality, 
Commissioner, Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation, 
Faz Lul Haseeb chaired 
a comprehensive review 
meeting Wednesday at 
SMC headquarters, Karan 
Nagar to assess progress 
under the National Clean 
Air Programme (NCAP).

The session involved a 
detailed evaluation of  the 
initiatives undertaken 
during 2025–26 to mitigate 
air pollution in the city.

Commissioner acknowl-
edged the progress made 
so far, applauding the 
departments for their 
efforts, while also draw-
ing attention to areas that 
demand focused and accel-
erated action.

“Clean air is not just 
an environmental impera-
tive, it’s a fundamental 
public health priority,” 
the Commissioner empha-
sized. “It is our collective 
duty to implement these 
initiatives with efficiency 
and purpose, so that the 
people of  Srinagar can 
breathe cleaner, healthier 
air. This calls for innova-

tion, commitment, and 
strong inter-departmental 
coordination.”

Haseeb urged all con-
cerned departments, 
including the Roads & 
Buildings (R&B) depart-
ment, to fast-track pending 
projects, improve coordi-
nation mechanisms, and 
streamline administrative 
procedures to facilitate 
timely execution. Stressing 
transparency and account-
ability, Commissioner 
directed officials to main-
tain a collaborative and 
result-oriented approach 
in achieving NCAP goals.

In his closing remarks, 
Commissioner reaffirmed 
that air quality improve-
ment remains a top prior-
ity for SMC. He pledged 
continuous monitoring of  
project implementation 
and emphasized the shared 
responsibility of  all stake-
holders in creating a sus-
tainable and livable city.

Srinagar Municipal 
Corporation remains 
steadfast in its mission to 
ensure a cleaner, healthier 
environment for current 
and future generations.

The meeting was attend-
ed by key officers from 
various line departments.
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PULWAMA: Jammu and Kash-
mir Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute (JKEDI), as 
part of its ongoing efforts to 
foster innovation and entre-
preneurship in the region, 
Wednesday organized an 
exclusive mentorship session 
with Prof. Sunil Handa, visit-
ing faculty, IIM Ahmedabad 
and IIM Bangalore, founder 
Eklavya Education Foundation 
at its Main Campus, Pampore.

Prof. Handa delivered a 
two-hour keynote session to a 
select group of entrepreneurs 
and early-stage startups from 
across Jammu & Kashmir. 
The session focused on core 
principles of entrepreneur-
ship, decision-making under 
uncertainty, and building scal-
able and sustainable ventures.

This marked the second 
session of Prof. Handa at JKEDI 
for mentoring startups, offering 

high-impact guidance drawn 
from his vast academic and 
entrepreneurial experience.

Following the keynote, Prof. 
Handa conducted one-on-one 
mentorship interactions with 
selected startups includ-
ing Alhamdan Crafts, Taber-
nacle Softwares, Whizybase 
Technologies, Joyweavers, 
Nutkush, and others. Found-
ers received tailored advice 
on refining their business 
models, addressing opera-
tional challenges, and aligning 
their ventures with long-term 
strategic goals.

Participants described the 
mentorship as highly transfor-
mative. “Prof. Handa’s insights 
challenged us to think beyond 
conventional solutions and 
helped us define a clearer 
path forward,” said one of 
the founders. Another added, 
“The depth of his experience 
brought a new level of clarity 
to our business approach.”

B'la admin bids farewell to ADDC & 
CPO; welcomes new CPO, AO
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BARAMULLA: In a warm and 
heartfelt gesture, district admin-
istration Baramulla Wednesday 
organized a grand farewell-
cum-welcome function at Dak 
bungalow Baramulla to bid 
farewell to outgoing Additional 
District Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC), Ghulam Rasool 
Mir and Chief Planning Officer 
(CPO), Javid Ahmad Najar, 
while also welcoming the newly 
appointed Chief Planning Offi-
cer and Accounts Officer.

Deputy Commissioner 

Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, pre-
sided over the function and 
praised the outgoing officers 
for their sincere and dedicated 
service to the district. He high-
lighted their valuable contribu-
tions in planning, development, 
and administrative affairs, and 
wished them success in their 
future assignments.

Several senior officers 
from various departments 
also spoke on the occasion, 
appreciating the professional-
ism, commitment, and coordi-
nation displayed by the outgo-
ing officers during their tenure.


