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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER REW DIVISION PULWAMA
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e- NIT No. 25/2025-26 Dated 02-07-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Of Union Territory Of J&K , e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with UT of J&K Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-Call 2nd

S. 
No. Name of the Work Block

Estimated 
/Adv. Cost 

(In lacs)

Cost of tender 
documents 
[In  Rupees)

EMD 
(in %)

Class of  
Contractor

Time of 
completion

Major 
head

1. At Primary School Chopan Basti seer Aripal 2.996 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
2. Near Masjid Abu Bakr Gang road Batagund Aripal 2.996 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
3. At primary School Shojan Panzoo Aripal 2.996 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
4. C/O CSC near Naibat Ghar Newa Newa 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
5. C/O CSC near GMS Hassanwani Newa 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
6. C/O CSC near Masjid Shareef Check Mohalla Karimabad Newa 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
7. C/O CSC near Masjid Shareef Najar Mohalla Zadoora Newa 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
8. C/O CSC near Iqra Masid Jagir Parigam Newa 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
9. C/O CSC near Kadeem Masjid Newa Newa 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II

10. C/O CSC Near Panchayat Ghar at Kowsibagh Halqa 
Gundipora. Kakapora 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II

11. C/O CSC near Ayush Helath and wellness Centre at 
Banderpora Kakapora 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II

12. C/O CSC near Panchayat Ghar at Qazigund Larew. Kakapora 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
13. C/O CSC near Panchayat Ghar at Lelhar Kakapora 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II
14. C/O CSC near Primary School at Kisrigam. Kakapora 3 200/= 2% DEE 30 Days SBM II

Position of A/A: - Accorded Position of T/S: Accorded
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates.
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 02-07-2025
2. Online Bid submission Start Date 02-07-2025 from 06:55 PM
3. Online Bid Submission End Date 16-07-2025 up to 06:55 PM

4. Date & time of opening of Online Bids 17-07-2025 at 10:00 AM or any convenient day In the office of the Executive Engineer 
REW Pulwama

5.
Note: - Fee Receipt and EMD shall be deposited after the financial bids opened. Incase  The original Tender Document Fee Receipt 
and EMD is not Deposited within 5 days after the Financial Bids Opened for all responsive bidders Who have participated online, the 
Department shall take action as per Rules.

Special Condition 01:
Only the eligible contractors of respective Panchayat Halqa shall take part in the tendering process for works under District Capex with Advertised Cost 3.0 Lacs 
or below for District Capex works only. Bidders must upload any document viz residential certificate/ Adhar Card/ Ration Card/Electricity Bill showing panchayat 
name, as residence proof that he/she is residing the respective Panchayat Halqa (Applicable for DEE Class contractors in call Ist only).
SC02: - Contractors Strictly not eligible
The Bidders who had participated in 2023-24 and has not completed the works within stipulated time frame/who had left the work midway/ who had not started/
taken up the works are strictly not eligible. Any such participation may lead to cancellation of their bid and No claim shall be entertained in this regard.
Conditions for Bidders:
1. Contractors who failed to execute the allotted work/works during the previous financial year (2024-25) are not eligible for-tendering for the current 

financial year (2025-26).
2. Any Bidder who will go down more than 15% of Advertised Cost shall upload the Additional Security online in shape of CDR/FDR during tendering process 

as per Unbalance Bid Table mentioned in NIT at S.No09a.(Non uploading of Additional Security will let to the rejection of the tender).
3. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer REW Division Pulwama (Tender receiving 

authority).
4. In Addition to Earnest Money Deposit (Bid Security), the 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of allotted cost as Performance Security 

in the shape of CDR/FDR within 07 days before fixation of contract. The EMD (Bid Security/Earnest money) of 2% of advertised cost of successful bidder 
shall be released after receipt of 5% Performance Security, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

5. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) shall submit all the hard copies of uploaded documents within 05 Days before fixation of Contract. Failure to 
produce the documents shall render the L1 as non-responsive and he shall be debarred to participate in any tendering process up to 12 months after 
forfeiting the CDR and case for debarring of the Contractor is forwarded to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year.

6. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR of the unsuccessful Bidder shall be released after opening the Tender 
on production of Treasury Challan.

7. The Tender Opening Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders or any part of any tender without assigning reason thereof.
8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of technical bids
22.  Specification/Quality Control:-All items of works shall conform to specific actions as per IRC/MORTH/NBO/CPWD/SSR/Any other prescribed 

specifications.
23.  Insurance:-Insurance cover to Labour/Machinery/Work/Plant material/Equipment by the contractor shall be mandatory.
24.  Laws Governing the Contract:-The contract shall be governed by Laws of the land.
25.  Court’s Jurisdiction: - In-case of any disputes/differences between contractor and Department the jurisdiction shall be J&K State.
26.  The tender/bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down in NIT.
27.  All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25(Double agreement Form).
 Sd/=
Xen/REW/Pul/964-70  Executive Engineer
Dated:-02/07/2025  REW Division Pulwama

DIPK-3205-25
DT: 02/07/2025
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ONGC enhances Public Infrastructure in Jammu & Kashmir
Local communities and Amarnath Yatris to be benefitted

Adopt zero tolerance approach 
towards illegal mining in 
J&K: Dy CM to Officers

Committee on Estimates convenes 

meeting in Srinagar
Reviews functioning, fund utilization of Public Works Deptt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief  
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary, Wednesday reiterat-
ed the Government’s firm 
commitment to completely 
ban illegal mining activi-
ties across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He made these remarks 
while chairing a high-level 
review meeting of  the Geol-
ogy and Mining Depart-
ment at the Civil Secre-
tariat, Srinagar.

The Dy CM emphasized 
the importance of  taking 
stringent action against 
the violators to safeguard 
the region’s natural min-
eral resources. He direct-
ed the officials to adopt a 
zero tolerance approach 
towards illegal mining, 
ensuring a complete ban 
on such activities.

The Dy CM instructed 
the District Mineral Offi-
cers to take full control of  
all mining resources while 
keeping strict monitor-
ing and vigilance on the 
ground. He warned that 
any laxity or negligence, 
in this regard, would invite 
disciplinary action as per 
the law.

Underscoring the sig-
nificance of  protecting the 
public infrastructure, the 
Deputy CM directed the 

officers to closely moni-
tor all functional mining 
blocks to ensure that criti-
cal infrastructure such as 
bridges, roads and water 
supply schemes remain 
unaffected.

“Immediately cancel 
the licenses of  functional 
blocks if  any damage to 
infrastructure is reported 
and impose penalties on 
the responsible firms,” he 
instructed the officials.

He also directed the 
department to expedite the 
auctioning process of  min-
eral resources strictly as 
per the existing rules and 
regulations, while ensur-
ing robust enforcement 
and strict compliance with 
both the Central and UT 
mining Acts and Rules.

The meeting featured a 
detailed presentation on 
the status of  exploration 

and extraction of  key min-
erals including limestone, 
granite, blue sapphire, 
gypsum, lithium and coal. 
The officials informed that 
36 major mining leases for 
limestone and 233 minor 
mineral leases have been 
issued, so far.

To further strengthen 
enforcement, the Dy CM 
called for establishment of  
a robust monitoring mech-
anism involving multi-
departmental district-level 
task forces, flying squads, 
informant networks, 
checkpoints and e-challan 
systems to curb the illegal 
mining effectively.

Highlighting the poten-
tial of  the mining sector, 
the Deputy CM stressed 
on promotion of  mineral-
based industries to enhance 
employment opportunities 
and revenue generation.

He was informed that 
the department has gener-
ated Rs. 16.79 crore revenue 
through the compounding 
of  vehicles and machinery 
involved in illegal mining 
and transportation, with 
a total of  6,219 seizures 
recorded during the finan-
cial year 2024–25. Besides, 
the department has recorded 
a revenue generation of  Rs. 
150.49 crore during the same 
period. Additionally, gypsum 
mining has earned a revenue 
of  Rs. 438 lakh in 2025–26.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretary 
Mining, Anil Kumar Singh, 
Director Geology and 
Mining, Suraj Prakash 
Rukwal, MD JKLM Pawan 
Kumar, Special Secre-
tary Mining Dr. Suraya 
Fatima Tak, DMOs and 
other senior officers of  the 
department.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The House 
Committee on Estimates 
Wednesday convened a 
meeting at the Assembly 
Complex in Srinagar to 
review the functioning and 
fund utilization of the Public 
Works Department (PWD).

The meeting was chaired 
by the Committee Chair-
person, Shamim Firdous 
and attended by members 
Abdul Majid Bhat (Larmi), 
Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Mir, 
Pawan Kumar Gupta, Pro-
fessor Gharu Ram Bhagat, 
Dr. Shafi Ahmad Wani, 
Chander Prakash Ganga 
and Pyare Lal Sharma.

Senior officers includ-
ing Principal Secretary, 
Finance Department, 
Santosh D Vaidya; Sec-
retary PWD, Bhupinder 
Kumar; Director General, 
Accounts and Treasuries, 
Fayaz A Lone; Director 
Finance; Director Plan-
ning; Chief  Engineer, PWD; 

Financial Commissioner, 
JKPCC and other officials 
from the concerned depart-
ments also participated in 
the meeting.

The Chairperson empha-
sized the need for strict 
monitoring, efficient fund 
allocation and effective utili-
zation to accelerate develop-
mental projects and works 
under PWD across Jammu 
and Kashmir. She called for 
timely completion of  all the 
ongoing and languishing 
projects for public conve-
nience at the earliest.

The Committee also 
deliberated on easing the 
utilization of  Constituency 
Development Funds (CDF) 
for the legislators on a dis-
cretionary basis.

The members stressed 
the importance of  timely 
disbursement of  funds and 
urged for a criteria-based 
approach to ensure equi-
table and holistic develop-
ment across all regions.

The Chairperson asked 
the officials to ensure 
effective coordination and 
prompt response to public 

grievances, emphasizing 
that legislators are the 
voice of  public aspirations 
and must serve to the best 
of  their capacities.

The members further 
discussed the disburse-
ment and utilization of  
exigency and emergency 
funds for the large public 
benefit.

The Committee resolved 
to continue regular review 
of  the functioning of  key 
departments besides scru-
tinising the budget esti-
mates, revised estimates 
and actual expenditures 
on developmental works.

During the meeting, the 
members offered sugges-
tions and raised various 
concerns related to fund 
allocation and project 
execution. Responding to 
the concerns, the officials 
assured that developmen-
tal works will be under-
taken in a coordinated and 
streamlined manner to 
ensure smooth execution.

Amarnath ji pilgrims accorded 

rousing reception at Udhampur
GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR: The first 
batch of  pilgrims of  Shri 
Amar Nath Ji Yatra 2025 
was accorded a rous-
ing reception by District 
Administration Udham-
pur on their arrival at Kali 
Mata Mandir Tikri.

On reaching at Kali 
Mata Temple, Pilgrims 
were warm welcomed 
by DDC Chairman, Lal 
Chand, Member Legisla-
tive Assembly Udhampur 
East, Ranbir Singh Patha-
nia, Member Legislative 
Assembly Chenani, Bal-
want Singh Mankotia, DIG 
Udhampur-Reasi Range 
Sarah Rizvi, Deputy Com-

missioner, Udhampur 
Saloni Rai, SSP Amod 
Ashok Nagpure, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner, 
Prem Singh, DDC Member, 
Ashu Sharma, ACR Dr 
Umesh Shan and other 
officers besides prominent 
citizens of  the District.

A large number of  locals 

along with district officers 
received the first batch 
of  pilgrims at Kali Mata 
Mandir Tikri Udhampur.

 Information Depart-
ment Udhampur arranged 
a cultural programme in 
which students of  Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School and Sainik Coop-

erative Public High School 
Tikri presented themed 
based cultural items which 
was applauded by the pil-
grims as well as locals.

The authorities urged 
upon the pilgrims to uti-
lize and avail all the facili-
ties being extended by the 
government during the 
yatra. The pilgrims were 
also informed about the 
arrangements made for 
them at the base camp, 
besides other facilities 
being extended to them. 
The pilgrims appreciated 
the goodwill gesture of  
Civil and Police Admin-
istration Udhampur for 
according them rousing 
reception and cooperation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Energy 
major Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation Lim-
ited (ONGC) is developing 
Disaster Management and 
Yatri Niwas complexes 
at four key locations in 
Jammu & Kashmir, viz.  
Baltal, Nunwan, Bijbehara, 
and Sidhra, under its Cor-
porate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) initiative. These 
assets will be operated by 
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine 
Board under the Govern-
ment of  Jammu & Kash-
mir.

These facilities will pro-
vide safe lodging, sanita-
tion, and emergency sup-
port to people undertaking 
Amarnath Yatra. Over five 
lakh people undertake this 
Yatra every year. This per-
manent infrastructure will 
also benefit the local popu-
lation throughout the year.

The Baltal Yatri Niwas 
and Disaster Management 
Complex, spread across 
6,315 square metres, is 
now fully operational and 
includes a Yatri Niwas, 
VIP guest house, security 
infrastructure, and disas-
ter-response facilities. 

The Baltal facility will be 
formally inaugurated on 4 
July 2025 by Hon'ble Union 
Minister Shri Hardeep 
Singh Puri and Hon'ble 
Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha, in the pres-
ence of  ONGC Chairman 
and CEO Shri Arun Kumar 
Singh.

Construction is pro-
gressing at Nunwan (8,500 
sq. m) and Bijbehara (7,640 
sq. m), with both sites 
expected to be completed 
by September 2025. The 
Sidhra complex in Jammu, 
designed to serve as a vital 
hub for boarding, emer-

gency management, and 
logistical coordination, is 
targeted for completion by 
September 2026.

In 2024, ONGC also con-
structed permanent 100-bed 
hospitals at Baltal (Gan-
derbal) and Chandanwari 
(Anantnag), in collabora-
tion with the Government of  
Jammu & Kashmir. These 
facilities, which include 
ICUs and staff  accom-
modations, replacing the 
earlier temporary medical 
camps and now serve as 
year-round Primary Health 
Centres for yatris and local 
residents alike.

State Tax Deptt launches operation 
against Fake ITC Evasion in Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  In a reso-
lute effort to safeguard the 
public revenue and ensure 
compliance with the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) regime, the State 
Taxes Department Kash-
mir Wednesday conducted 
massive raids against the 
business entities involved 
in fraudulent Input Tax 
Credit (ITC) practices 
across Kashmir.

These meticulously exe-
cuted raids, planned over 
the past month, unearthed 
significant instances of  
tax fraud, reinforcing the 
department’s commitment 
towards curbing the fraud-
ulent tax practices.

The raids were initiated 
based on credible intelli-
gence inputs regarding 
widespread misuse of  ITC 
provisions, particularly 
in Kashmir, where certain 
commodities such as iron, 
cement and steel have been 
identified as highly suscep-
tible to tax evasion. The 
investigation cell of  the State 
Taxes Department conduct-
ed thorough research over 
the past 30 days to identify 
the entities involved in gen-
erating fake invoices and 
passing ineligible ITC.

The department’s pro-
active approach was driven 
by a “reason to believe” 
that fraudulent practices 
were causing substan-
tial revenue losses to the 

exchequer. The investiga-
tion zeroed in on sectors 
such as iron, cement and 
steel and other high-val-
ue commodities known 
for their vulnerability to 
tax evasion. These sec-
tors have been exploited 
through fake billing and 
shell companies to fraud-
ulently claim ITC without 
actual supply of  goods or 
services in violation of  the 
Act and rules.

The State Taxes Depart-
ment’s enforcement team, 
under the guidance of  
Additional Commissioner 
State Taxes Department 
Kashmir, Parveez Ahmad 
Raina, worked tirelessly 
to map out the complex 
web of  transactions and 
pinpoint the perpetrators. 
The crackdown was pro-
posed and executed under 
the leadership of  Commis-
sioner State Taxes J&K, 
P.K. Bhat.

The operation com-
prised seven specialized 
teams, properly trained 
and adequately equipped, 
each led by a State Tax 
Officer (STO) and support-
ed by a dedicated team of  
inspectors and Sub-Inspec-
tors. These teams were 
tasked with conducting 
simultaneous raids in the 
early hours today across 
multiple locations across 
North Kashmir, targeting 
the businesses and individ-
uals suspected of  orches-
trating fake ITC rackets.

World Sports Journalists Day 
Celebrated in Pulwama

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA : The Depart-
ment of  Youth Services and 
Sports Pulwama Wednes-
day organized a special 
function to celebrate World 
Sports Journalists Day at 
the district headquarters. 
The event recognized the 
vital role played by sports 
journalists in promot-
ing athletic activities and 
encouraging youth partici-
pation in sports.

District Information 
Officer Pulwama, Ms. 
Wajeeza, graced the occa-
sion as the chief  guest. 
In her address, she high-
lighted the importance of  
sports in the modern era, 
especially for the younger 
generation. She empha-

sized how sports not only 
contribute to physical 
well-being but also foster 
discipline, teamwork, and 
leadership skills.

District Youth Services 
and Sports Officer  Talib 
Hussain also spoke on the 
occasion and lauded the 
efforts of  local media in cov-
ering sports events across 
Pulwama district. He said 
that sports journalism has 
played a key role in bring-
ing attention to young talent 
and inspiring youth towards 
healthy lifestyles.

As a mark of  apprecia-
tion, media persons cover-
ing sports activities in the 
district were felicitated 
with certificates of  appre-
ciation for their valuable 
contribution.

ADC reviews arrangements for 
ensuing Muharram-ul-Harram

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM:  Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Budgam,  Mehraj-
ud-Din Shah, Wednesday con-
vened a meeting of officers to 
review the arrangements being 
put in place for the 8th, 9th, 10th 
and 11th Muharram- ul-Harram in 
the district.

The meeting had detailed 
deliberation on various issues 

and demands including sched-
uled power and water supply, 
repairing and surface leveling 
of roads, link roads and inner 
lanes in all areas, timely dis-
tribution of ration, LPG and 
firewood, sanitation, installa-
tion/restoration of street lights, 
daily garbage lifting, adequate 
healthcare facilities, transport 
and other related facilities in all 
Shia dominated areas.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication Flagged off first batch of pilgrims of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra-

2025 from Bhagwati Nagar Base Camp. Wishing all spiritual 
seekers a safe & comfortable journey to the holy abode of Lord 
Shiva and deeply soul-stirring experience. Prayed to Baba 
Amarnath for peace & blessings to all.

All Officers On 
Ground To Ensure 
Peaceful Amarnath 
Yatra: DGP

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

QAZIGUND: Direc-
tor General of  Police 
(DGP) Nalin Prabhat, on 
Wednesday said that all 
officers are on the ground 
to ensure peaceful con-
duct of  the Amarnath 
Yatra.

The DGP, reviewed 
security arrangements 
for the ongoing Amarnath 
Yatra along the Jammu-
Srinagar National High-
way today.

DGP Prabhat inspect-
ed the security setup at 
Nayvug Tunnel in Qazi-
gund and interacted with 
police personnel deployed 
on ground. He also met the 
pilgrims and took first-
hand stock of  the arrange-
ments in place to ensure 
their safety.

Speaking to reporters 
during his visit, the DGP, 
said all officers are on the 
ground ensuring peaceful 
conduct of  the Yatra.

The visit came at a time 
when the first batch of  
5,485 pilgrims P-06

Amarnath Pilgrims Laud 
‘Operation Sindoor’ 
Thank PM Modi, Security Forces 
For Ensuring Their Safety

UMAISAR GULL GANAIE

PAHALGAM: In a strong 
display of  faith and resil-
ience, a group of  Amarnath 
pilgrims from Gujarat arriv-
ing at Nunwan base camp 
here installed a banner 
on their vehicle praising 
the success of  “Operation 
Sindoor”—a counter-terror 
operation launched in the 
aftermath of  the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack.

The banner, displayed on 
their vehicle, read: “Opera-
tion Sindoor: A Message of  
Strength and Resolve.” The 
group said it was their way 
of  thanking the PM Modi led 
Government and security 
forces for ensuring the safety 
of  the pilgrims.

Talking to reporters, 
Mukesh, a devotee from 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, said: 
“The Pahalgam terror attack 
was aimed at spreading fear 
among devotees, but the 

launch of  Operation Sindoor 
has sent a strong message that 
the government stands firmly 
with the people. PM Modi’s 
leadership has inspired confi-
dence, and the turnout of  pil-
grims will increase with each 
passing day.”

Echoing his sentiments, 
another pilgrim from the 
group, as per KNO, said, “We 
have seen a very high level of  
security arrangements. Devo-
tees should come without any 
fear. The administration and 
security forces have made 
elaborate arrangements, and 
there is absolutely no need to 
be scared.”

The devotees asserted that 
Operation Sindoor is not 
over, and that it represents 
a continued commitment of  
the security forces to elimi-
nate the terror threat and 
ensure that the holy Yatra 
proceeds peacefully and 
without interruption.

The atmosphere P-06

...Amarnath Ji Yatra

LG Flags Off First Batch Of Over 
5000 Pilgrims From Jammu
Says This Year's Yatra Will Be Even More Historic Than Previous Years

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha Wednesday 
flagged off  the first batch of  
devotees for the pilgrimage to 
the holy cave of  Shri Amar-
nath Ji, from Bhagwati Nagar 
Base Camp.

The Lieutenant Governor 
extended his best wishes to 
all the pilgrims for a safe and 
blissful journey.

“This sacred pilgrimage is 
a journey of  faith and self-dis-
covery. Wishing all spiritual 
seekers a safe and comfortable 
journey to the holy abode of  
Lord Shiva and deep soul-stir-
ring experience,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

Interacting with the media 
persons, the Lieutenant Gov-

ernor said the administration, 
people of  Jammu & Kashmir,  
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine 
Board, J&K Police, and securi-
ty forces have made elaborate 

arrangements for the pilgrims.
“More than 4,500 devotees set 

off  to the holy Cave Shrine in 
the first batch for the darshan 
of Baba Barfani today. Jammu 

city has come alive with a new 
vibrancy. The enthusiasm of  
pilgrims is very high.

Undeterred by P-06

Locals, civil society welcome 
pilgrims in Kashmir

LG Sinha Pays Obeisance At 
Daati Maa Dev Sthan In Arnia

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: Reflecting the 
spirit of  communal harmony 
and traditional hospitality, 
locals and civil society mem-
bers in Kashmir warmly 

welcomed the first batch of  
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims.

As the 38-day pilgrimage 
commenced amid tight secu-
rity arrangements, residents 
across parts of  South Kash-
mir—especially P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor  Manoj Sinha Wednesday 
visited the border village of  
Changiya in Arnia Jammu 
and paid obeisance at Daati 

Maa Dev Sthan of  Mahajan 
Phagetra Biradari.

The Lieutenant Governor 
prayed for the well-being of  
all and peace and prosperity 
of  J&K UT. P-06

EXTENDS his best 
wishes to all pilgrims for 
safe, blissful journey

This sacred pilgrimage is a 
JOURNEY of faith and 
self-discovery

Wishing all spiritual seek-
ers a SAFE and comfort-
able journey 

Undeterred by terror inci-
dents, DEVOTEES of 
Bhole Baba are arriving in 
huge numbers

...Amarnath Yatra

CRPF Deploys Women ‘May I Help 
You’ Teams, Mountain Rescue Units

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
has deployed a special ‘May 
I Help You’ women person-
nel team to assist Amarnath 
Yatra pilgrims who take the 
Baltal route to reach the cave 
shrine in Jammu and Kash-
mir, officials said on Wednes-
day.

The paramilitary force 
has pooled in the highest 
number of  troops for the 
annual pilgrimage that was 
flagged off  by Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha from 
Jammu on Wednesday.

Of  581 Central Armed 

Police Forces (CAPFs) com-
panies deployed for the yatra, 
219 are from the CRPF, while 
the rest are from forces like 
the BSF, ITBP, CISF, and SSB.

The pilgrimage to the 
3,880-metre high shrine will 
commence on July 3 from 
the Kashmir valley via two 
tracks — the traditional 
48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag district 
and the 14-km shorter but 
steeper Baltal route in the 
Ganderbal district.

The CRPF has deployed a 
team of  its women person-
nel wearing ‘May I Help You’ 
embossed orange vests along 
the Baltal P-06

Union Min, CM Jointly Review Animal 

Husbandry, Fisheries Sector In J&K
Focus On Dairy Cooperatives, Youth-Led Startups, Value-Addition In Fish Farming

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Union Minister for 
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & 
Dairying, Rajiv Ranjan Singh 
and Chief  Minister Omar Abdul-
lah Wednesday jointly chaired 
a high-level review meeting 
of  the Animal Husbandry and 
Fisheries sectors of  Jammu & 
Kashmir here at Srinagar, Civil 
Secretariat.

The meeting was attended 
by Minister for Agriculture 
Production & Panchayati Raj 
Javid Ahmad Dar, Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Secretary GoI Alka Upad-
hyay, Additional Chief  Secre-
tary Dheeraj Gupta, Additional 
Secretary (CDD/IT) and other 
senior officers from the Ministry 

of  Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 
& Dairying. Principal Secretary 
Agriculture Production Depart-
ment J&K  Shailendra Kumar, 
Vice Chancellors of  SKUAST-K 
and SKUAST-J, and heads of  
allied departments were also 
present.

Addressing the meeting, the 
Union Minister underlined the 
immense untapped potential in 
J&K’s livestock and fisheries 
sectors and assured full support 

from the Centre.
“We are here today to listen, 

understand your challenges, and 
work together. Where there is 
scope, there must be action,” he 
stated.

He called for joint efforts 
between the Centre and J&K 
Government to convert potential 
into outcomes, adding that rural 
prosperity can only be achieved 
when economic development 
reaches the grassroots P-06

Javed Rana, Javid Dar Review 
Irrigation Scenario In J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology 
& Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana 
and Minister for Agriculture 
Production Department, 
Javid Ahmad Dar, Wednes-
day had a comprehensive 
review of  the irrigation sce-
nario in Jammu and Kash-
mir in a meeting held at Civil 
Secretariat here.

The meeting was called 
in view of  the irrigation 
problems being faced by the 
farming community besides 
assessing the response mech-

anism adopted by the depart-
ment to ensure farmers are 
provided a reliable irrigation 
supply.

Legislators, Ghulam 
Ahmad Mir, Hasnain 
Masoodi, Irshad Rasool Kar, 
Hilal Akbar Lone and Irfan 
Hafiz Lone also attended the 
meeting and shared their 
concerns with respect to 
irrigation supply in their 
constituencies.

Detailed discussion was 
held on the working of  Lift & 
Gravity irrigation schemes, 
NABARD/CAPEX/CSS proj-
ects and efficient water man-
agement for P-06

No Hesitation In Wiping Out 
Terrorists, Wherever They Are: Rajnath

AGENCIES

PATNA: Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Wednesday 
asserted that the Narendra 
Modi government will not 
hesitate to eliminate terror-
ists, wherever they are, and 
that no distinction will be 
made between masterminds 
and the regimes which spon-
sor them.

The former BJP presi-
dent’s stern message to Pak-
istan, without mentioning 
the neighbouring country by 
name, came in his address 
to the party’s state execu-
tive meeting in Bihar, where 
assembly elections are due 
this year.

Singh said that under 
Modi, the country’s policy 
on security has turned a 
new leaf  with steps like sur-
gical strikes and Balakot 
airstrikes.

Referring to the military 
operation that followed the 
Pahalgam terror attack, he 
said, “Operation Sindoor 
marked the first time when 
we struck at terror hideouts 
100 km beyond our borders. 

Of  course, we hit only those 
who had hit us, a reason why 
no civilians nor any military 
installations were targeted”.

“Under Modi, our policy 
has been not to hesitate 
in eliminating terrorists 
wherever they are. And we 
shall do so without making 
a distinction between mas-
terminds of  terror attacks 
and regimes which sponsor 
them,” said the defence min-
ister.

He added that the coun-
try’s defence exports have 
seen a sharp rise, thanks 
to Modi’s thrust on “swade-
shikaran” (production at 

home) and “Aatma Nirbhar 
Bharat”.

“The Modi government 
works with a long-term 
road-map, in marked con-
trast with Congress-led 
governments of  the past, 
which lacked direction and 
were driven by vote bank 
concerns,” said the Union 
minister.

Singh also made an 
oblique reference to the con-
troversy over RSS second in 
command Dattatreya Hosa-
bale’s remark that the words 
“secular” and “socialist” be 
dropped from the preamble 
of  the Constitution, P-06

Post-Pahalgam Attack

Air Traffic Sees Steady Revival 
At Sgr Int’l Airport In June

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: After a brief  slump 
in air operations following the 
Pahalgam attack earlier this year, 
Srinagar International Airport 
has recorded a slow but steady 
revival in flight and passenger 
traffic in the month of  
June—2025.

According to fig-
ures exclusively 
accessed, the air-
port handled 1,537 
flight movements 
(arrivals and depar-
tures) and 2,05,110 
passengers during 
the month, reflecting 
a return to operational 
stability.

As per data, the revival began 
gradually. On June 1, the airport 
recorded just 36 flights and 5,965 
passengers, but by June 28, the 
flight operations rose to 60 and 
the number of  passengers reached 
10,331, the highest for the month.

The data says key traffic days 
of  the month were: June 01 with 
36 arrival and departure flights 
with 5,965 passengers travelled, 
followed by June 14 with 58 flights 

and 10,147, followed by June 21 
with 58 flights with 10,210 passen-
gers, followed by June 27 with 48 
flights and 10,454, followed by June 
28 with 60 flights and 10,331 pas-
sengers travelled, and followed by 
June 30 with 56 flights with 9,570 

passengers.
An official at Sri-

nagar Airport, while 
speaking to KNO said 

that they are wit-
nessing a consistent 
improvement in 
air traffic after the 
dip following the 
Pahalgam terror 
attack.

“The numbers 
in June reflect a 

return of  passenger confi-
dence and coordinated efforts to 

ensure smooth flight operations. 
We expect this trend to continue in 
the coming weeks,” he said.

Notably, the increase in traffic 
was also supported by the return 
of  Hajj pilgrims, summer tourism 
and airlines resuming regular ser-
vices. With the Amarnath Yatra 
underway, airport officials antici-
pate continued high footfall in the 
coming weeks—(KNO)

LG Lauds Courage Of Border 
Residents During ‘Op Sindoor’

YOGESH

SUCHETGARH: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Wednesday hailed the 
extraordinary courage and 
unwavering resolve of  the 
residents of  border villages 
during Operation Sindoor, 
calling them the “first line 
of  defence” of  the nation.

Addressing a gathering 
during his visit to border 
village of  Changiya in Arnia 
Jammu, where he paid obei-
sance at Daati Maa Dev 
Sthan of  Mahajan Phagetra 
Biradari, LG Sinha, com-
mended the bravery shown 
by the people living along the 
International Border. “The 
people of  border areas stood 

firm in the face of  adversity 
during Operation Sindoor. 
Their resilience reflects the 
true spirit of  patriotism. 
Border areas are not just 
geographical ends — they 
are the soul of  our national 
security,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
also emphasized that the 
Vibrant Villages Programme 
launched by the Govern-
ment of  India is transform-
ing the landscape of  border 
villages through improved 
connectivity, infrastructure, 
and essential services. “We 
will ensure that the villages 
of  this sector are taken up 
under the Vibrant Villages 
Programme from this year. 
Detailed instructions P-06
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
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EDITORIAL

Amarnath Yatra 
Begins Amid Tragedy 

And Triumph

T
oday marks the commence-
ment of the annual Ama-
rnath Yatra, a sacred pil-
grimage that draws lakhs of 
devotees to the holy cave 

shrine nestled in the Himalayas. This 
year, the yatra begins under the som-
ber shadow of the recent Pahalgam 
massacre, where twenty-six innocent 
Hindu pilgrims were mercilessly tar-
geted in a heinous act of terrorism. 
Yet, what unfolds today across the 
valleys and mountains of Kashmir is 
not a retreat into fear—but a power-
ful affirmation of faith, resilience, 
and shared humanity.
The tragedy at Pahalgam was intended 
to instill fear, to break the spirit of the 
pilgrims and polarize communities. 
But the response from both yatris and 
the local Kashmiri population has de-
fied this cruelty with remarkable dig-
nity and courage. Pilgrims continue to 
arrive in large numbers, undeterred 
and determined. Many express not 
only a spiritual calling but a conscious 
choice to stand against violence with 
the power of devotion and unity.
Equally heartening is the role played by 
the local Kashmiri Muslims, who have 
long been integral to the success of the 
yatra—guides, ponywallahs, shopkeep-
ers, porters, and hosts. In the wake of the 
attack, many have gone above and be-
yond to reassure visitors, offer support, 
and reaffirm the centuries-old bond that 
ties Kashmir’s people to this annual pil-
grimage. Their actions send a message 
louder than any slogan: terrorism is the 
enemy of all humanity.
The Amarnath Yatra has always been 
more than a journey—it is a testament 
to India's pluralism, where faiths inter-
sect, coexist, and find mutual respect. 
The tragedy at Pahalgam is a stark re-
minder of the threats that such har-
mony faces, but also of the immense 
strength that ordinary people possess 
to resist hatred and uphold the spirit 
of shared coexistence.
Security forces and civil authorities 
deserve recognition for their height-
ened vigilance and swift action in pro-
tecting pilgrims and restoring confi-
dence. But true security lies not only 
in rifles and roadblocks—it lies.

The Heart Of Healthcare
VINOD CHANDRASHEKHAR  

DIXIT

W
orld Doctors' 
Day is cel-
ebrated annu-
ally on July 1st 
to honor the 

contributions of  physicians 
and doctors worldwide. The 
day recognizes the dedication, 
expertise, and compassion of  
medical professionals in pro-
viding healthcare services. 
World Doctors' Day was first 
observed in 1988 by the World 
Medical Association (WMA) 
to commemorate the contribu-
tions of  doctors to society. This 
day is an opportunity to raise 
awareness about the doctor's 
role in our daily lives - a day 
when people across the coun-
try acknowledge the commit-
ment and dedication of  the 
medical and health care fra-
ternity towards society. 

Doctor's Day is the time 
to pay tribute to the selfless 
service and expertise of  doc-
tors, who play a vital role in 
maintaining the health and 
well-being of  individuals and 
communities worldwide. It is 
a special and an ideal oppor-
tunity to remind people of  the 
critical role doctor's play in 
our lives. It is also a time for 
doctors to reflect on their own 

careers, realize their respon-
sibility they bear and redirect 
themselves onto an ethical 
path of  healing those in need.

India is unique in the sense 
that patients revere their doc-
tors majority of  whom are 
sincere, honest and ethical. 
The concept of  'Family Physi-
cian' is more or less extinct in 
India. It is imperative for both 
patients and doctors to work 
together on re-establishing 
some of  the lost trust, and 
truly, there could be no better 
day than Doctors' Day to rein-
force the unique relationship 
between the doctor and patient. 

Reverence for human life and 
individual dignity is both the 
hallmark of  a good physician 
and the key to truly beneficial 
advances in medicine.

Doctors play an important 
role in our society. When you 
get ill the most important 
person in life is the doctor. A 
doctor performs diagnosis and 
treatment. He cares for the 
patient and keep them well. It 
is not enough just to pay the 
bill or says "Thanks" for doc-
tors are the life saviors who 
strive tirelessly to cure the 
ailments of  the patients. Doc-
tor's Day is the perfect time for 

patients to acknowledge the 
high-pressured job and appre-
ciate their doctor's ability to 
comfort and heal.

It is observed that doctors are 
more often the victims of  criti-
cism while their successes are 
overlooked. No doubt, it is a fact 
that the medical profession car-
ries a heavy responsibility with 
it, but people need to understand 
that behind the white coat and 
stethoscope is a normal human 
being and like in all other profes-
sions, doctors too need apprecia-
tion for their work and efforts.

The patient trusts and 
places his life in the hands of  

doctor. On many occasions, 
the patient discloses confiden-
tial information to the doctor 
which he/she might or might 
not have discussed with his/
her spouse or family member. 
In no other profession does the 
individual place so much trust 
and faith. In some regions, 
particularly in rural India, the 
doctor is equated with God. 
The doctor is, therefore, duty-
bound to have a higher level 
of  moral code of  conduct than 
those in other professions and 
must understand that he/she 
is in a very privileged position.

Doctors in India over the 
years have shown remarkable 
improvements and made defi-
nite progress in medical treat-
ments that really need to be 
acknowledged. Let us appreci-
ate the tireless efforts of  doc-
tors in saving lives and improv-
ing healthcare outcomes and 
raise awareness about the 
importance of  doctor-patient 
relationships and healthcare 
systems. It is a time to encour-
age medical professionals to 
continue delivering high-qual-
ity care and advancing medical 
knowledge.

Author is a Free-Lance 
Journalist. He can be mailed 

at dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in

...Sehat Kasht And The Silent Claims

Re-Examining The Foundation 
Of Cultivator Rights In J&K

MOHD AMIN MIR

I
n the labyrinth of  land records 
and agrarian governance in India, 
few terms carry the understated 
yet profound legal weight that 
Sehat Kasht does—especially in 

Jammu & Kashmir. Translated loosely 
as “verified cultivation” or “confirmed 
cultivation entry,” it appears as a rou-
tine line in the Girdawari (crop inspec-
tion register). But beneath this seem-
ingly innocuous phrase lies the essence 
of  cultivator rights: evidence of  tenancy, 
protection from eviction, eligibility for 
ownership under land reform, and the 
foundation for future mutations.

In Jammu & Kashmir—where land 
is not just an economic asset but a 
legacy, a lifeline, and a symbol of  iden-
tity—entries like Sehat Kasht silently 
define the legal boundary between the 
tiller and the titleholder. Following 
the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019, and 
the alignment of  local land laws with 
national statutes, this quiet scribble 
now demands a louder re-evaluation
What is Sehat Kasht or Sehat Indraj?

Derived from Persian-Urdu revenue 
parlance, Sehat Kasht  literally means 
“truthful cultivation.” It affirms that a 
cultivator has been physically verified 
by a Patwari as tilling a specific land 
parcel in a given crop season. Sehat 
Indraj refers to the validated or con-
firmed nature of  the entry—implying 
more than a clerical record; it’s a delib-
erate, witnessed acknowledgment of  
possession on the ground.

In simple terms, Sehat Kasht is the 
field-level signature of  truth in an oth-
erwise murky world of  land records. It 
is often the only evidence poor farmers 
have to claim their rights, especially 
when ownership remains in the hands 
of  absentee landlords or remains legally 
unresolved.
Legal Standing in Revenue Law

While the Land Revenue Act of  J&K 
and related Standing Orders do not con-
tain a dedicated section for Sehat Kasht, 
the term’s legal authority is embedded 
in practice.
Key frameworks include:
•	 Section 21 of  the Land Revenue Act 

mandates physical inspections and 
regular updates of  land use.

•	 Standing Orders 10, 22, and 23-A 
govern the preparation and verifi-
cation of  Girdawari and mutation 
proceedings.

The J&K Agrarian Reforms Act, 1976 
relies heavily on proof  of  cultivation in 
Kharief  1971—with Sehat Kasht being 
the decisive criterion for transferring 
ownership from landlords to tenants.

Courts have repeatedly upheld Sehat 
Kasht entries as prima facie evidence 
of  possession, especially when they are 
consistent across seasons and unchal-
lenged by contrary documentation.
Agrarian Reforms and the 1971 
Benchmark

The Agrarian Reforms Act marked 
a tectonic shift in Jammu & Kashmir’s 
landownership landscape. Under Sec-
tion 4, lands under tenancy were to be 
transferred to the actual cultivators. But 
identifying the legitimate tiller required 
a reliable benchmark. The state chose 
the Girdawari of  Kharief  1971.

Here, Sehat Kasht became the pivot. 

A simple notation by the Patwari that a 
person had cultivated a parcel in 1971 
defined who would receive ownership 
under the reform. It turned seasonal 
labour into legal inheritance.

Yet this dependence on Sehat Kasht 
created vulnerabilities. Where entries 
were omitted, manipulated, or falsely 
attributed, legitimate tillers lost their 
rights—either denied ownership or dis-
placed from land they had cultivated for 
generations. On the other hand, forged 
entries led to a cascade of  litigation and 
land-grabbing.
The Present-Day Crisis: From Tool 
of Justice to Weapon of Misuse

Despite its significance, Sehat Kasht 
today suffers from a severe trust deficit 
in Jammu & Kashmir’s land administra-
tion system.
Desk-Based Girdawari

Field inspections have become a 
rarity. Many Patwaris record Sehat 
Kasht entries based on oral statements 
from interested parties, often without 
stepping onto the land. This under-
mines its legal sanctity.
Fake and Influenced Entries

Absence of  verification mechanisms 
allows manipulation. In high-value or 
absentee-owned lands, influential indi-
viduals engineer entries to claim illegal 
possession and initiate mutation.
Discrepancy with Ground Reality

Across South Kashmir—Anantnag, 
Kulgam, Shopian, Pulwama—thou-
sands of  actual cultivators discover 
that someone else has been recorded as 
the cultivator. These names range from 
migrant workers and distant relatives 
to former employees.
Fragmented and Undigitized Records

Many Sehat Kasht entries from the 
1980s and 1990s are missing or inacces-
sible due to partial digitization. Despite 
platforms like Aapki Zameen Aapki 
Nigrani, historical Girdawari data 
remains fragmented.
Mismatch with Tatima Shajra (Field 

Maps)
Entries in Girdawari are often not 

corroborated by the Tatima Shajra—the 
sub-survey map that defines physical 
boundaries. This results in confusion 
and legal ambiguity during disputes.
Judicial View: A Silent but Strong 
Voice
•	 The judiciary has offered both vali-

dation and caution.
•	 In Ghulam Rasool Wani v. State 

(2012), the J&K High Court held 
that continuous Sehat Kasht 
entries established lawful posses-
sion unless contradicted.

•	 Justice Hasnain Masoodi (Retd.) 
once described it as “the most 
democratically silent voice of  the 
tiller.”

However, courts have also insisted 
on corroborative proof—such as irriga-
tion records, rent receipts, or witness 
testimonies—in cases where entries are 
disputed.
Restoring Integrity: The Way For-
ward

To reclaim Sehat Kasht as a cred-
ible tool of  justice, urgent reforms are 
needed:
•	 GPS-Based Field Verification: Every 

Rabi and Kharief  season, Patwaris 
must use GPS-enabled mobile apps 
to physically verify cultivators and 
geotag land parcels.

•	 Public Disclosure and Objection 
Period: Before finalizing entries, a 
15-day public notice—physical or 
online—should invite objections. 
This ensures transparency and 
curbs clandestine manipulation.

•	 Linkage with Digital Maps: Inte-
grate Sehat Kasht with geo-spatial 
platforms and updated Tatima 
Shajras, ensuring that legal entries 
match the real field boundaries.

•	 Audit Committees at Village Level: 
Include Lumberdars, Chowkidars, 
Panchayat members, and local 
farmers in audit committees to 

oversee Girdawari accuracy.
•	 Amend Legal Framework: Update 

the Revenue Manual and Stand-
ing Orders to formally recognize 
e-Girdawari entries made through 
verified mobile inspections as pri-
mary legal evidence.

The Last Legal Lifeline for the Cul-
tivator

In today’s Kashmir—amid rising 
land disputes, real estate pressures, and 
legacy claims—Sehat Kasht is often the 
only documentation a poor cultivator 
has. It records not just possession, but 
participation in the agrarian life cycle: 
ploughing, sowing, harvesting.

If  truthfully recorded, it can elevate 
the invisible farmer into a legal stake-
holder. But if  corrupted, it becomes 
another weapon for dispossession. 
Sehat Kasht is not just ink in a ledger; it 
is the revenue department’s declaration 
of  who fed the nation—and who must 
now be protected by the law
A Note of Gratitude and a Call for 
Change

As a long-time observer of  rural gover-
nance in Kashmir, I salute the integrity of  
honest Patwaris, Girdawars, and Tehsil-
dars who continue to uphold the spirit of  
Sehat Kasht despite systemic challenges.

But the practice of  desk-based 
Girdawari must now be completely 
banned. Only verified, geotagged, on-
ground cultivation should qualify as 
legal evidence in Sehat Kasht entries. 
The age of  silent manipulation must 
end, and the era of  accountable, trans-
parent field verification must begin. 
It is time we digitize it, verify it, and 
restore its power. For it still remains the 
quiet cornerstone of  cultivator justice 
in Jammu & Kashmir.

Mohd Amin Mir is a land gover-
nance researcher and columnist writing 

on agrarian policy, revenue law, and 
rural justice in South Kashmir. He can 

be mailed at miramin354@gmail.com
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A Decade Of Digital India

NARENDRA MODI

T
en years ago, we embarked 
on a bold journey into 
uncharted territory with 
great conviction. While 
decades were spent doubt-

ing the ability of  Indians to use tech-
nology, we changed this approach 
and trusted the ability of  Indians to 
use technology.

While decades were spent thinking 
that use of  technology will deepen the 
gap between the haves and the have-
nots, we changed this mind-set and 
used technology to eliminate the gap 
between the haves and the have-nots. 
When the intent is right, innovation 
empowers the less empowered. When 
the approach is inclusive, technology 
brings change in the lives of  those on 
the margins. This belief  laid the foun-
dation for Digital India: a mission to 
democratise access, build inclusive 
digital infrastructure, and opportuni-
ties for all.

In 2014, internet penetration was 
limited, digital literacy was low, and 
online access to government services 
was scarce. Many doubted whether a 
country as vast and diverse as India 
could truly go digital. Today, that ques-
tion has been answered not just in data 
and dashboards, but in the lives of  140 
crore Indians. From how we govern, 
to how we learn, transact, and build, 
Digital India is everywhere.
Bridging the Digital Divide

In 2014, India had around 25 crore 
internet connections. Today, that 
number has grown to over 97 crores. 
Over 42 lakh kilometres of Optical Fibre 
Cable equivalent to 11 times the distance 
between Earth and the Moon now con-
nects even the most remote villages.

India’s 5G rollout is among the 
fastest in the world, with 4.81 lakh 
base stations installed in just two 
years. High-speed internet now 
reaches urban hubs and forward mili-
tary posts alike including Galwan, 
Siachen, and Ladakh.

India Stack, which is our digital 
backbone, has enabled platforms like 
UPI, which now handles 100+ billion 
transactions a year. Around half  
of  all real time digital transactions 
happen in India.

Through Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT), over `44 lakh crore has been 
transferred directly to citizens, cut-
ting out middlemen and saving `3.48 

lakh crore in leakages. Schemes like 
SVAMITVA have issued 2.4 crore+ 
property cards and mapped 6.47 lakh 
villages, ending years of  land-related 
uncertainty.
Democratising Opportunity for All

India’s digital economy is empow-
ering MSMEs and small entrepre-
neurs like never before. ONDC (Open 
Network for Digital Commerce) is a 
revolutionary platform which opens a 
new window of  opportunities by pro-
viding a seamless connection with 
huge market of  buyers and sellers.

GeM (Government E-Marketplace) 
enables the common man to sell goods 
and services to all arms of the govern-
ment. This not only empowers the 
common man with a huge market but 
also saves money for the Government.

Imagine this: You apply for a 
Mudra loan online. Your credit-
worthiness is assessed through an 
account aggregator framework. You 
get your loan and start your ven-
ture. You register on GeM, supply to 

schools and hospitals, and then scale 
up via ONDC.

ONDC recently crossed 200 million 
transactions, with the last 100 million 
in just six months. From Banarasi 
weavers to bamboo artisans in Naga-
land, sellers are now reaching cus-
tomers nationwide, without middle-
men or digital monopolies.

GeM has also crossed `1 lakh 
crore GMV in 50 days, with 22 lakh 
sellers including 1.8 lakh+ women-
led MSMEs, who have fulfilled orders 
worth `46,000 crore.
Digital Public Infrastructure: 
India’s Global Offering

India’s Digital Public Infrastruc-
ture (DPI) from Aadhaar, CoWIN, 
DigiLocker, and FASTag to PM-WANI 
and One Nation One Subscription is 
now studied and adopted globally.

CoWIN enabled the world’s largest 
vaccination drive, issuing 220 crore 
QR-verifiable certificates. DigiLocker, 
with 54 crore users, hosts 775 crore+ 
documents, securely and seamlessly.

Through our G20 Presidency, India 
launched the Global DPI Repository 
and a $25 million Social Impact Fund, 
helping nations across Africa and 
South Asia adopt inclusive digital 
ecosystems.
Startup Power Meets AatmaNirb-
har Bharat

India now ranks among the top 
3 startup ecosystems in the world, 
with over 1.8 lakh startups. But this 
is more than a startup movement, it 
is a tech renaissance.

India is doing extremely well when 
it comes to AI skill penetration and 
AI talent concentration among our 
youth. Through the $1.2 billion India 
AI Mission, India has enabled access 
to 34,000 GPUs at globally unmatched 
prices at less than $1/GPU hour 
making India not just the most afford-
able internet economy, but also the 
most affordable compute destination.

India has championed humanity-
first AI. The New Delhi Declaration 
on AI promotes innovation with 

responsibility. We are establishing 
AI Centres of  Excellence across the 
country.
The Road Ahead

The next decade will be even more 
transformative. We are moving from 
digital governance to global digital 
leadership, from India-first to India-
for-the-world. Digital India has not 
remained a mere government pro-
gram, it has become a people’s move-
ment. It is central to building an Aat-
manirbhar Bharat, and to making 
India a trusted innovation partner 
to the world.

To all innovators, entrepreneurs, 
and dreamers: the world is looking 
at India for the next digital break-
through.
•	 Let us build what empowers.
•	 Let us solve what truly matters.
•	 Let us lead with technology that 

unites, includes, and uplifts.

(The author is the Prime Minister 
of  India)

Career Counseling - Need Of The Hour
In Kashmir, where dreams are often confined to a few professions, career counseling is the light that 

can guide our youth to discover the vast sky of  possibilities beyond NEET and JEE
MUKHTAR AHMAD QURESHI

I
n the beautiful but challeng-
ing area of  Kashmir, where 
young people are full of  hope 
and dreams, it is more impor-
tant than ever to have career 

counseling. For many years, only a 
few career options have been consid-
ered important in the region's schools 
mainly medicine (NEET), engineer-
ing (JEE) and some government jobs. 
While these are good and important 
careers, the huge pressure from soci-
ety to only follow these paths has 
hidden the many other job opportu-
nities that exist today. Because of  this 
many smart and talented students 
feel discouraged, lost or completely 
disconnected from what they enjoy 
and are good at when they don't pass 
these very competitive exams.

This common way of  thinking not 
only hurts students' confidence but 
also stops Kashmir from having a 
wide range of  professionals. So, it is 
not just a good idea to have organized, 
inclusive, and professional career 
counseling in middle and high school 
it is necessary to change the future 
of  education and jobs in the region.

The Current Scenario, A 
Narrow Vision.

In schools all over Kashmir, stu-
dents are usually told to do one 
thing: pass NEET or JEE or be seen 
as a failure. There is almost no dis-
cussion about careers in areas like 
journalism, law, agriculture, fine 
arts, tourism, social work, data sci-
ence, graphic design, paramedics, 
psychology, sports sciences, and 

vocational education. This limited 
view mainly comes from a lack of  
knowledge, pressure from parents, 
and no career guidance available in 
schools.

In most government and private 
schools, career counseling is just 
something that happens some-
times, like a motivational speech 
or short talk without any long term 
support. Students do not get per-
sonal evaluations of  what they are 
good at, what they are not good at, 
what they like and what they are 
suited for. Because of  this, most 
career choices are made based on 
what friends are doing, what soci-
ety values or wrong ideas.

The Psychological Impact of 
Unrealistic Expectations

The stress of  trying to pass very 
competitive exams like NEET and 
JEE often causes students to feel 
stressed, worried and unsure of  
themselves. Every year, thousands 
of  students study for these exams, 
but only a few pass. The rest are 
often seen as 'failures,' even though 
they are just as smart and capable. 
This wrong idea affects their mental 
health, sometimes making them 
feel hopeless and lose their sense 
of  identity.

Also, calling other careers 'second-
rate' makes people feel worse who 
might have done well in creative, 
technical, or vocational fields. One 
exam does not show everything a 
person can do, and Kashmir needs a 
system that shows this.

Over 250 Career Options And 
Growing

Today's world has more than 
250 career options, in both old and 
new fields. There are opportunities 
everywhere, from coding, AI and 
cybersecurity to cooking, anima-
tion, environmental sciences, fash-
ion design, legal studies, and start-
ing your own business. In Kashmir, 
areas like growing fruits, tourism, 
journalism, and healthcare (besides 
being a doctor) have a lot of  potential. 
Also, teaching, military service, vet-
erinary science, business, accounting 
and public policy are respected and 
rewarding careers.

Students must know about many 
different options, such as shorter 
courses, job related certifications, 

skill focused programs, and degree 
choices through online classes, 
web based schools and programs to 
improve skills.

Something We All Need to Do
While schools are very impor-

tant, changing things also needs 
help from education leaders, groups 
that are not part of  the government, 
community leaders and news sourc-
es. Groups like SCERT, JKBOSE and 
DIETs should teach teachers how to 
give job counseling in their training 
programs. Non profits that work in 
education should help make local 
help centers, especially in faraway 
places. TV, radio, and local papers 
can tell stories about unusual jobs 
to get young people excited.

Time to Open Our Minds
The young people of  Kashmir 

should have more than just one way 
to be happy. Each student has their 
own special mix of  skills, hopes, 
and talents that can do well in jobs 
that are not just the usual ones. By 
putting money into good job coun-
seling, we can help students make 
smart choices, worry less, and build 
a future based on what they love and 
what they can do.

Let's not just ask every kid if  they 
will be a doctor or engineer. Instead, 
let's ask what are you curious about? 
What makes you feel alive?

Because when advice meets pur-
pose, a generation grows with skills 
and a sense of  where they are going.

(Writer is a Teacher, hails from 
Boniyar Baramulla. He Can Be Con-
tacted on mukhtar.qur@gmail.com)
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Amarnath Pilgrims Laud
at the Pahalgam base camp was marked 

by high enthusiasm as pilgrims from vari-
ous parts of  the country arrived amid 
tight security— (KNO)

LG Flags Off First
terror incidents, devotees of  Bhole 

Baba are arriving in huge numbers, dem-
onstrating their immense faith. I hope 
that this year's Yatra will be even more 
historic than previous years,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

Eminent spiritual leaders; heads of  
religious organizations; public represen-
tatives; senior officers of  civil adminis-
tration, Police, security forces and Shri 
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board, prominent 
citizens, and devotees in large number 
were present at the Flag-off  ceremony.

Locals, civil society
in Qazigund, Pahalgam, and Baltal,  

lined the routes to greet the pilgrims with 
flowers, traditional Kashmiri fragrances 
like Izzbandh, and heartfelt smiles.

At the Nayvug tunnel near Qazigund, 
young volunteers gathered to offer 
refreshments and extend greetings to the 
yatris.

Mohammad Iqbal Ahanger, a local 
social activist, said the people of  Jammu 
and Kashmir take pride in hosting the 
pilgrims. “Kashmir is known for its hos-
pitality. We are here to welcome and pro-
tect every yatri,” he said.

Civil society member Ahamadullah 
Wani said, “Through our civil society, we 
want to send a message of  brotherhood. 
The Amarnath pilgrims are our guests, 
and we are proud to host them.”

Shah Fayaz, a local volunteer from 
Baltal, said, “Welcoming the yatris gives 
us happiness. It is our tradition and part 
of  Kashmiriyat to treat guests like family. 
We are here to serve.”

Abdul Ahad, an elderly resident of  
Kulgam who stood near the main road 
with a group of  villagers offering juice 
and water, shared, “I’ve been doing this 
for years. Yatra is not only a religious 
journey; it connects people. Their bless-
ings are our reward.”

Imtiyaz Ahmad from Srinagar, who had 
come with his young children to greet the 
yatris, said, “This is a beautiful moment 
of  unity. We want our visitors to feel safe 
and loved here in our land.”

At the Shadipora base camp, Sajid 
Rasool was busy arranging refreshments 
for the new arrivals. “They’ve travelled 
far with devotion in their hearts. It’s our 
duty to welcome them with equal devo-
tion,” he said.

The local gesture of  warmth moved 
many of  the pilgrims, who expressed sur-
prise and gratitude for the hospitality.

District administrations in Kulgam and 
Srinagar also extended a warm welcome 
at Nayvug Tunnel in Qazigund and in the 
summer capital.

Deputy Commissioner Kulgam, Athar 
Aamir Khan, said, “There is joy all 
around. Members of  civil society, trade 
bodies, apple growers, and the adminis-
tration have come together to welcome 
the pilgrims. We wholeheartedly welcome 
all visitors to Jammu and Kashmir.”

Director General of  Police Nalin Prab-
hat visited the Navyug  tunnel to take 
stock of  the security arrangements and 
interacted with police personnel deployed 
along the Amarnath Yatra route.

Police officers, including Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) South Kashmir Range, 
Javid Iqbal Matoo, and SSP Kulgam also 
received the yatris in Qazigund.

Pertinently, the first batch of  over 5,485 
pilgrims reached the twin base camps at 
Pahalgam and Baltal after being flagged off  
from Jammu by Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha. The Yatra will commence on July 3 
from Kashmir and   conclude on August 9, 
coinciding with Raksha Bandhan.

The pilgrimage is expected to attract 
lakhs of  devotees to the sacred cave 
shrine situated at an altitude of  3,880 
metres—(KNO)

LG Sinha Pays Obeisance
I also pray to Mata Daati for a safe and 

smooth pilgrimage for all the devotees of  
Shri Amarnath Ji, he said.

The Lieutenant Governor lauded the 
courage displayed by the residents of  
border villages during Operation Sindoor.

He reiterated the commitment of  the 
Government of  India to the inclusive 
development of  the border areas.

“Border areas are the first line of  

defence. Vibrant Village Programme is 
transforming our border villages through 
improved infrastructure, and it will be 
ensured that the villages of  this area will 
be taken up under the programme,” he 
said.

Responding to the demands, the Lieu-
tenant Governor assured that appropriate 
steps will be taken by the GoI to bring 
the sacred Daati Maa Dev Sthan on the 
religious tourism map.

The Lieutenant Governor appreciated 
all the members of  Akhil Bharatiya Maha-
jan Phagetra Biradari for their valuable 
contribution to the development of  the 
Daati Maa Dev Sthan.

Shri Rajeev Kumar, Member of  Leg-
islative Assembly from Bishnah; Shri 
Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Commission-
er Jammu; Shri Rajesh Gupta, President 
VHP Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh; Shri 
Bharat Choudhary, President and other 
members of  Akhil Bhartaiya Mahajan 
Phagetra Biradari, prominent citizens 
and people from all walks of  life were 
present.

All Officers On
reached Kashmir amid unprecedented 

security measures.
The 38-day Yatra is being conducted 

through twin routes—Baltal in Gander-
bal and Pahalgam in Anantnag—with a 
robust multi-tier security grid—(KNO)

CRPF Deploys Women
route to help female pilgrims along the 

route from the base camp and the entry 
point at ‘Domail’.

These teams will be stationed at vital 
locations, officials said. “The force is 
committed to conducting a safe Amar-
nath Yatra for the pilgrims in coordina-
tion with all stakeholders. All our teams 
are tasked to render timely assistance to 
the pilgrims and also provide a strong 
security cover,” CRPF deputy inspector 
general and joint nodal officer for the 
Yatra, Sudhir Kumar, said.

Kumar, who supervised the yatra last 
year too, said all security arrangements 
are in place for the event, taking place 
against the backdrop of  the April 22 gun-
ning down of  26 men in Pahalgam in a 
terrorist attack.

The CRPF has also deployed a team 
comprising 30 personnel as part of  its 
mountain rescue teams (MRTs) along the 
two journey tracks. They will help in res-
cuing pilgrims in case of  medical compli-
cations, which usually occur due to high 
altitude, and respond to any natural or 
man-made disaster, a senior officer said.

The yatra will conclude on August 9. 
More than 3.31 lakh devotees have reg-
istered so far for this year’s pilgrimage. 
(PTI)

Union Min, Cm Jointly
through sustainable livelihoods.
Union Minister said that encouraging 

youth to enter micro and small-scale live-
stock and fishery enterprises can gener-
ate employment and inclusive growth.

He informed that a detailed plan is being 
drawn up involving key national institu-
tions like the National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB) and National Fisher-
ies Development Board (NFDB) to build 
strong infrastructure and link farmers 
to markets.

He also announced the government’s 
intention to hold an Exporters’ Conference 
and a Private Sector Investment Confer-
ence in J&K to boost entrepreneurship.

Emphasizing the need to shift dairy 
operations from the unorganized to the 
organized sector, the Minister stressed 
the importance of  cooperatives and 
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs).

He cited the example of  dairy cooper-
atives in Varanasi where milk produc-
tion increased manifold, and additional 
income was being earned even from cattle 
waste. He urged J&K’s officials to study 
and replicate such successful models.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah thanked 
the Union Minister for his visit and reit-
erated the significance of  such joint 
reviews in identifying local priorities and 
learning from national best practices.

He observed that in J&K, large indus-
tries and factories have not always yield-
ed sustainable results, and the real oppor-
tunity lies in strengthening traditional 
sectors like agriculture, horticulture, 
livestock, fisheries, and tourism. “Our 
strength lies in these sectors—not in 
chasing elusive factories. We must build 
on what is rooted in J&K,” he said.

The Chief  Minister highlighted that 

while J&K contributes 90% of  India’s 
trout production, the sector lacks orga-
nized processing and value addition. Sim-
ilarly, despite high per capita meat con-
sumption, much of  the mutton is sourced 
from outside. He emphasized that self-
sufficiency in meeting domestic demand 
can significantly improve incomes and 
reduce imports. He also spoke about the 
gradual decline of  cooperatives in the 
dairy sector and assured that his govern-
ment is committed to reviving coopera-
tive culture and linking milk producers 
to formal processing networks.

Referring to the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Program (HADP), the Chief  
Minister said the initiative was launched 
to address critical gaps in oilseed produc-
tion, fodder, dairy, mutton, and fisheries. 
He appreciated the Union Government’s 
support and assured that all valuable sug-
gestions made during the review would be 
implemented with sincerity and urgency.

During the event, the Union Minister 
and Chief  Minister virtually inaugurated 
a 50,000 litres per day Ultra High Tem-
perature (UHT) Milk Plant at Satwari, 
Jammu, and held interactions with pro-
gressive dairy farmers, who shared their 
experiences of  improved incomes and 
organized procurement process through 
cooperative societies.

The meeting concluded with both lead-
ers reaffirming their shared vision for 
transforming Animal Husbandry and 
Fisheries into vibrant, employment-gen-
erating sectors in J&K. it was resolved 
to implement joint strategies for infra-
structure expansion, market linkages, 
entrepreneurship development, and 
cooperatives’ revival, aimed at building 
a resilient rural economy.

Earlier, Principal Secretary Shailen-
dra Kumar gave a detailed presenta-
tion on the performance of  the Animal 
Husbandry and Fisheries Departments, 
noting that the sectors contribute ₹12,634 
crore—6.25% of  J&K’s GDP. The livestock 
population includes 24.54 lakh cattle, 31 
lakh sheep, 15 lakh goats, and 73 lakh 
backyard poultry, with annual milk pro-
duction at 2,875 TMT and trout account-
ing for 90% of  the national output.

The presentation highlighted achieve-
ments under major schemes. Under the 
National Livestock Mission, 2.9 lakh ani-
mals were insured and Sheep AI Centres 
established. Livestock Health & Disease 
Control facilitated mass vaccinations and 
the deployment of  50 Mobile Veterinary 
Units has been made. The meeting was 
informed that NADCP has covered over 96 
lakh vaccinations, and Rashtriya Gokul 
Mission has expanded AI services and 
trained over 1,500 MAITRIs. PMMSY has 
supported aquaculture infrastructure, 
ornamental fisheries, and RAS units, ben-
efiting nearly 80,000 individuals.

Under the National Program for Dairy 
Development, JKMPCL is targeting ₹500 
crore turnover by 2025–26, with two new 
milk plants underway at a cost of  ₹258.10 
crore. Over 11.33 lakh Kisan Credit Cards 
have been issued, including 2.46 lakh for 
AH&F. The AHIDF has achieved a 73% 
sanction rate, enabling private invest-
ments in dairy and poultry infrastruc-
ture.

It was noted that  ₹5,013 crore Holis-
tic Agriculture Development Program 
includes ₹1,364 crore for livestock and 
fisheries, aiming at self-sufficiency in 
milk, mutton, and eggs. More than 1,800 
Pashu Sakhis have been deployed, and 500 
hydroponic fodder units are being set up 
to address green fodder needs.

It was stated that digitization is advanc-
ing through platforms like the Kisan 
Sathi Portal, Daksh Kisan LMS, and the 
Output Tracking App. Over 2,000 Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars are being established to 
deliver agricultural services at the grass-
roots level.

The department’s reform efforts have 
earned national recognition, including 
the SKOCH Gold Award, Innovation Lead-
ership Award, and the Best UT in Fisher-
ies Award for 2024.

Javed Rana, Javid Dar
agricultural prosperity.
Javed Rana directed for effective mea-

sures to tackle the irrigation issues, 
especially putting an efficient response 
mechanism in place to address the com-
plaints of  farmers. “There is no doubt 
that we are facing a critical situation due 
to adverse climatic conditions and there 
are shortcomings also but we have to find 
solutions,” he said.

It is our collective responsibility to 
find solutions to the problems faced by 
our farming community amid the paddy 
farming, he said. He called for taking 
both short and long-term measures to 

augment the supply of  irrigation water 
as per the requirements on the ground. 
He also asked for an assessment of  both 
the machinery and infrastructure given 
the present climatic conditions.

Superintending Engineers were 
instructed to submit a comprehensive 
report outlining the potential measures 
for upgrading and strengthening the 
existing resources in their respective 
areas.

During the meeting, Rana also empha-
sized timely project completion, regular 
monitoring of  public services and expe-
dited project execution for enhanced agri-
cultural support.

The meeting centered on discussions 
about restoring previously existing 
canals that have been encroached upon, 
with a focus on their revival.

Rana called upon the concerned to 
report encroachments and illegal mining 
that is creating a threat to the irrigation 
system so that appropriate action will be 
taken.

Additional Chief  Secretary (ACS), Jal 
Shakti, Shaleen Kabra, gave a detailed 
presentation on the present irrigation 
infrastructure. He briefed about the func-
tioning of  Lift and Gravity irrigation 
schemes of  the department being exe-
cuted in the entire UT, status of  NABARD 
schemes being implemented under vari-
ous RIDFs and Capex Budget schemes 
under Capex Budget 2025-26.

Shaleen Kabra also briefed about 
the new schemes to be proposed under 
PMKSY-HKKP and status of  execution of  
the schemes under PMKSY-HKKP. He also 
gave details about the schemes affected 
due to low precipitation.

The Additional Chief  Secretary high-
lighted that the average gauge readings 
in rivers have significantly decreased, 
adversely impacting numerous irrigation 
schemes across Jammu and Kashmir.

LG Lauds Courage Of 
will be issued to prioritize the develop-

ment of  these areas,” he said.
He reiterated Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s vision, stating, “PM Modi always 
says that border residents should never 
feel they lack any facilities compared to 
people in other parts of  the country. The 
Government of  India has launched a spe-
cial initiative to develop our border vil-
lages as hubs of  growth and opportunity.”

Responding to public demands, LG 
Sinha, as per KNO, assured that the 
sacred Daati Maa Dev Sthan would be 
brought on the religious tourism map of  
Jammu and Kashmir. “Steps will be taken 
to promote Suchetgarh and its surround-
ing areas for both general and religious 
tourism,” he affirmed.

He also urged the people to pray for 
the successful completion of  the ongoing 
Amarnath Yatra and encouraged citizens 
to contribute actively towards building a 
peaceful, prosperous Jammu and Kash-
mir in line with the vision of  the Prime 
Minister.

“The collective effort of  our citizens, 
especially those living in the most chal-
lenging terrains, will shape the future 
of  Jammu and Kashmir. Together, let us 
move forward with hope and determina-
tion,” LG Sinha said—(KNO)

No Hesitation In
as those were inserted during the infa-

mous Emergency.
“I would like to ask fake secularists, 

after the word secular was added to the 
country’s Constitution, why was it not 
added to the separate Constitution of  
Jammu and Kashmir? Should the state, 
where minority Hindus were being 
oppressed, not have been secular? Jammu 
and Kashmir became secular only after 
Article 370 was abrogated,” he said.

The BJP leader claimed that the party 
is the only political organisation in the 
entire world to have raised a voice against 
atrocities against minorities in neigh-
bouring countries and taken a concrete 
step, in the form of  CAA, upon coming 
to power.

He said, “India has always believed in 
treating all faiths with respect. Parsis 
were accepted with open arms. We have 
one of  the world’s oldest churches in 
Kerala. Ours is the only land where all 
72 sects of  Islam are recognised.”

In contrast, even Ahmadiya Muslims 
are facing persecution in Pakistan, and 
one should not speak about minorities, 
Singh said.

“The situation is horrifying in Bangla-
desh as well. The treatment meted out to 
Hindus there is a blot on humanity,” said 
the defence minister.

In A First, High-Altitude Telemedicine Services Launched For Amarnath Yatra 
JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: In a historic first, 
high-altitude telemedicine ser-
vices during the Shri Ama-
rnath Yatra 2025 have been 
established and made fully 
operational at key Base Hos-
pitals in Baltal and Panjtarni.

This innovative initiative 
results from a collaboration 
between the Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO) and the Directorate 
of  Health Services, Kashmir 
(DHSK), aimed at enhancing 
real-time specialist health-
care in the challenging 
mountainous terrain along 
the Yatra route.

For the first time in the 

pilgrimage’s history, ground 
medical teams at these high-
altitude camps can connect 
with expert doctors at tertiary 
healthcare centres via satel-
lite-enabled systems. This 
technology facilitates timely 
diagnosis, advanced consul-
tations, and remote manage-
ment of  critical cases, sig-
nificantly improving patient 
outcomes and reducing emer-
gency evacuations.

Buoyed by the success at 
Baltal and Panjtarni, DHSK is 
now expanding this telemedi-
cine network to four addi-
tional strategic locations: the 
Holy Cave, Lower Holy Cave, 
Sheshnag, and Chandanwari. 
These installations are cur-

rently underway and prom-
ise to revolutionise healthcare 
delivery across the entire pil-
grimage corridor.

Each telemedicine unit 

is equipped with advanced 
diagnostic tools, satellite 
communication terminals, 
high-definition video con-
ferencing, and real-time 

data sharing, creating a 
virtual link between front-
line caregivers and remote 
specialists.

Dr Jehangir Bakshi, 
Director of  Health Services, 
Kashmir, said, “With the 
operationalisation of  tele-
medicine at Baltal and Pan-
jtarni, pilgrims at the most 
remote camps can access 
timely specialist care. This 
technology helps reduce 
unnecessary evacuations 
and strengthens on-site 
medical support.”

This integration of  space 
technology into public health 
demonstrates its potential 
in geographically difficult 
and disaster-prone areas, 

Dr Bakshi said, adding, "Not 
only does it enhance health-
care quality and reach for 
pilgrims, but it also ensures 
more efficient health infra-
structure management 
during one of  India’s largest 
religious gatherings."

The DHSK has also under-
taken extensive measures 
for Yatra safety, deploying 
over 1,000 medical person-
nel, including specialists, 
doctors, and allied health 
workers, across all medical 
stations, along with estab-
lishing Emergency Aid Cen-
ters (EACs), Mobile Medical 
Units, and Base Hospitals at 
critical points.

Life-saving equipment has 

also been provisioned, and 
pre-Yatra refresher training 
sessions and public aware-
ness campaigns on high-alti-
tude illnesses and emergen-
cy preparedness have been 
conducted.

The successful deploy-
ment of  telemedicine ser-
vices in such remote, logis-
tically challenging locations 
highlights the transforma-
tive role of  space technol-
ogy in public health. It not 
only elevates the standard 
of  medical care during this 
major pilgrimage but also 
sets a precedent for future 
healthcare interventions in 
remote and disaster-prone 
areas—(KNO)
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI 
PHE MECHANICAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

e-Mail: hcphemds@gmail.com

CANCELLATION CORRIGENDUM

Subject:

“Design, Engineering, Providing, Welding, Laying/Fixing in proper position, Testing and Commissioning of 630mm Diam-
eter HDPE Raw Water intake Pipeline in Nigeen Lake from proposed offtake point near Ashai Bagh Bridge up to the sump 
(delivery point) of Stage 1st Pumping Station of WSS Pokhribal located at northern bank of Nigeen lake under AMRUT 
2.0, including successful trial run for a period of one month on Turnkey/EPC basis”. The scope shall include all necessary 
Ancillary works Such as Jointing, Pipe Supports, Alignment, placing in proper position in and under water, Leak Testing, 
Hydro Testing, Required Appurtenances, and Restoration of Site Conditions to Original or Improved State, as applicable.

Reference: i. This office e-nit No: AMRUT/JSMDS/e-NIT-78 of 03/2024-25
ii. Superintending Engineer office Letter no: JSMCS/TS/718-20 Dated: 30-06-2025

The e-NIT under reference for the subject work is hereby cancelled as none of the bidders was found responsive during the evaluation of 
documents of Cover 1st uploaded/furnished by the participating bidders. The tender for the subject work shall be invited fresh in due 
course of time.
No: JSMDS/CC/Amrut2.0/1084-95 Sd/-
Dated:30/06/2025 Superintending Engineer,
 Jal Shakti Mech. Circle South, Srinagar.
DIPK-3239-25 Addl. charge of Executive Engineer,
DT: 02/07/2025 Jal shakti Mech. Division, Srinagar.

1. From 01-07-2025, 1700 hrs. to 02-07-2025, 1600 hrs., there was slow movement observed 
on NH-44 due to breakdown of 05 HMVs, single lane traffic at Nashri-Dalwas and between 
Marog & Kishtwri Pather.

2. Commuters belonging to Reasi, Katra, Udhampur, Patnitop, Doda and Ramban town are 
requested to keep their photo ID card to prove their identification after cut off timing from 
Jammu/Udhampur so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly. 

3. Passengers/LMVs operators are advised to undertake journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW 
during day time due to apprehension of shooting stones between Ramban and Banihal. 

4. Goods carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable/live stock are advised 
to load their vehicle as per advisory issued by Traffic Police Headquarters time to time 
as there is single lane traffic and poor condition of road at Nashri-Dalwas and between 
Marog & Kishtwari Pather on Jammu Srinagar NHW. 

5. Fruit growers/ Load carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable from Valley 
towards Jammu are advised to load and park their vehicle timely (every morning before 
9.00 am at designated place between NAVYUG Tunnel and Levdoora) so that their 
movement can be facilitated smoothly

6. HMVs Operators/Owners are requested to desist from overloading and carry sufficient 
fuel during journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. It is further requested that vehicle 
owners must double check the fitness of their vehicles and carry sufficient fuel before 
undertaking journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW. 

7. HMVs with only 06 and 10 tyres shall be allowed to ply through Dhar road.
8. Commuters are advised to avoid unnecessary haltage between Ramban and Banihal 

especially near landslide/shooting stone area.
TRAFFIC PLAN & ADVISORY FOR 03-07-2025:- 
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions SANJY convoy /LMVs Passenger/Private Cars 
shall be allowed from both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) viz from Jammu towards 
Srinagar and vice-versa. However, HMVs shall be allowed on alternate days . TCU Jammu/
Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing this traffic.
SHRI AMAR NATH JI YATRA 2025 
Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 27-06-2025
CUT OFF TIMINGS FOR LMVs/PASSENGER/PRIVATE CARs: - 
To be released from:-

 � Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar: from 0600 hrs. to 1200 hrs.
 � Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar: from 0700 hrs to 1300 hrs &
 � Qazigund towards Jammu: from 1130 hrs to 1400 hrs. 

TCU Jammu and TCU Srinagar will inform all concerned about the traffic advisory and cut off 
timings.  No vehicle shall be allowed to move before and after cut off timings.
HMVs/Load Carriers:- 
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions, HMVs shall be allowed from NAVYUG Tunnel 
(Qazigund side) towards Jammu after assessing the road and traffic situation on NH-44 and no 
HMV shall be allowed after 1900 hrs. TCU Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing 
the HMVs. 
Moreover, in view of ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025, to provide hassle free movement of 
trucks carrying fresh/perishable goods on NH-44. UT administration has decided, all tankers 
of Petrol, Diesel, LPG bulk gas, all  trucks carrying empty LPG Cylinders; all empty vehicles of 
FCI; any other vehicle loaded/empty upto 10-tyres shall use only Mughal Road while returning 
to Jammu, as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 
dated 01-07-2025 
Kishtwar- Sinthan- Anantnag NH-244:- 
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from NHIDCL,  LMVs/
HPSVs shall be allowed from both sides viz from Anantnag towards Kishtwar and vice- versa 
on Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road. These vehicles shall be allowed from PP Parana towards 
Anantnag from 0800 hrs to 1600 hrs and from PP Daksum towards Kishtwar from 0900 hrs. to 
1500 hrs. No HMV other than designated HPSVs shall be allowed  as per order issued by SDM 
Chhatroo vide No. SDM/C/2025-26/146-53 dated 16-05-2025 and SDM Kokernag vide No. SDM/
KNG/665-71 dated 16-05-2025.   
SSG ROAD  
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, (after getting green signal from the BRO) traffic 
movement shall be allowed on regulated manner on Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari road. LMVs 
followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Minamarg towards Srinagar at 0500 hrs. to 1000 hrs. 
Similarly, LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards Kargil at 1130 hrs to 
1730 hrs. No vehicle shall be allowed after cut off timing. 
SFs Convoy, plying from Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan their movement in such a 
manner so that Yatra convoys (both UP and DOWN) don't get disturbed.
Mughal Road:- 
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from Road 
maintenance agencies (GREF). LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on 
Mughal road viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa via Poonch. However, HMVs (upto 
ten tyres only) shall be allowed from Shopian towards Poonch. These vehicles shall be allowed 
from Behramgala (Baffliaz) and Herpora (Shopian) at 0700 hrs. upto 1800 hrs. as per advisory 
issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025.
ADVISORY :- 
People are advised to undertake journey only after confirming status of the road from Traffic 
control units as under:-  

 �  Jammu (0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103)
 �  Srinagar (0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103)
 �  Ramban (9419993745, 1800-180-7043)
 �  Udhampur (8491928625) 
 �  PCR Kishtwar  (9906154100) 
 �  PCR Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331)

TRAFFIC POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS, J&K, 
JAMMU/SRINAGAR 

CORRECTION
I, Saleema Begum W/O Nisar Ahmad Bhat R/O 
Magraypora Pattan, Tehsil Pattan, District Baramulla 
Do Hereby declare that as per my adhaar records 
my name has been wrongly written as Saleema 
Bano instead of correct name Saleem Begum in my 
bank details. Now i am applying for correction of the 
same. Objection if any may be conveyed to concerned 
authority within 7 days of publication of this notice.
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PM Modi receives rousing welcome from 

Indian community in Ghana
IANS 

ACCRA: As he began his land-
mark visit to Ghana, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday was accorded a 
rousing welcome by members 
of  the Indian community at a 
hotel in Accra, shortly after 
his arrival in the West African 
country.

There is a sizable Indian 
community in Ghana number-
ing over 15,000. Some of  them 
have been in Ghana for over 70 
years. Some families are now 
the fourth generation in Ghana, 
and most have acquired Ghana-
ian citizenship. Several expatri-
ates are also working for MNCs 
and prominent local Ghanaian 
businesses as skilled workers.

Hundreds of  people, includ-
ing locals, started chanting 
"Modi-Modi", "Bharat Mata Ki 
Jai" and "Vande Mataram" as 
soon as PM Modi arrived at the 
hotel.

During the grand welcome, 
PM Modi was seen interacting 
with the Indian diaspora and 
even holding a child in his arms 
in what turned out to be an 
unforgettable moment for the 
Indian family.

Using local musical instru-
ments and a drum, Ghanian 
artists also rendered an instru-
mental version of  'Jai Ho' as PM 
Modi watched them from close 
quarters and applauded their 

talent.
PM Modi also applauded a 

group of  locals who joined Indi-
ans in chanting 'Hare Krishna, 
Hare Rama'.

The Indian community is 
served by a Hindu temple, a 
Gurudwara, and a Hindu Mon-
astery, in Accra. An ISKCON 
temple, mostly run by Gha-
naians, and an Art of  Living 
Centre is also quite active.

Earlier, as he arrived on his 
first ever bilateral trip to the 
African nation, also the first 
Prime Ministerial visit from 
India to Ghana after three 
decades, Ghana President John 
Dramani Mahama welcomed 
PM Modi at the Kotoka Inter-
national Airport in a special 
gesture showcasing the signifi-
cance of  the landmark visit.

PM Modi was accorded a cer-
emonial welcome at the airport 
as both leaders then sat down 
for a brief  interaction at the 
Jubilee Lounge of  the airport.

"Ghana is a valued partner in 
the Global South and plays an 
important role in the African 
Union and the Economic Com-
munity of  West African States. 
I look forward to my exchanges 
aimed at further deepening our 
historical ties and opening up 
new windows of  cooperation, 
including in the areas of  invest-
ment, energy, health, security, 
capacity building and develop-
ment partnership. As fellow 

democracies, it will be an 
honour to speak at the Parlia-
ment of  Ghana," PM Modi said 
in his departure statement ear-
lier in the day.

Ghana is the first stop on 
Prime Minister Modi's five-
nation visit. It will be followed 
by Trinidad and Tobago (T&T), 
Argentina, Brazil and Namibia.

The delegation-level are 
scheduled to be held in Accra 
later in the evening, India time, 
as both countries review the 
bilateral relations and discuss 
various ways to strengthen 
and deepen partnerships. The 
Prime Minister will also have 
a one-on-one meeting with his 
counterpart which will be fol-

lowed by a banquet dinner in 
honour of  PM Modi.

On Thursday, Prime Min-
ister Modi will be addressing 
Ghana's Parliament and will 
also be interacting with the 
Indian community in the coun-
try, which is about 15,000 in 
number.

"President John Dramani 

Mahama has just assumed 
office in about January of  this 
year after a landslide victory, 
which is why the visit assumes 
importance. Early in his tenure, 
the Honourable Prime Minis-
ter will be visiting Ghana. So, 
it will help in the continuity 
as well as deepening the rela-
tionship and to discuss vari-
ous ways to further strengthen 
the relationship," said Dammu 
Ravi, Secretary (ER) at the Min-
istry of  External Affairs (MEA) 
ahead of  the PM's visit.

President Mahama has been 
to India in the past, particular-
ly for the India-Africa Forum 
Summit in 2015 and both lead-
ers have also met in the past on 
the sidelines of  various global 
events.

"India's relations with Ghana 
are historical. In the seven 
decades of  a relationship, it 
has evolved to multi-faceted. 
We took up the cause of  Ghana 
in the UN much before it won 
independence in 1957, and we 
have maintained a close rela-
tionship in the multilateral 
fora on various issues that are 
important for the global South," 
said the MEA Secretary.

The ministry detailed 
that  both the countries 
will work towards boosting 
the economic cooperation 
as Ghana undergoes a deep 
economic restructuring.

"Ghana has undergone the 

IMF conditionalities almost 17 
times. So, the economic agenda 
will dominate the talks. The 
bilateral trade between India 
and Ghana is about $3 billion in 
favour of  Ghana because of  the 
large imports of  gold. Invest-
ments in Ghana are about $2 bil-
lion. Both private sector-wise, 
which is about a billion dollars 
and the second half, you have 
lines of  credit and the buyer's 
credit ... activities and proj-
ects have been undertaken. We 
have very strong cooperation 
in the capacity building under 
ITEC, and that is continuing 
to be stronger and deepened," 
the senior diplomat commented 
during a special briefing held in 
New Delhi on Monday.

The Ghanaian leader is 
also quite keen to engage 
with India, especially in the 
field of  vaccine development 
and creating a vaccine hub in 
the country for not just Ghana 
but also the West Africa con-
text. Defence cooperation will 
become an important item on 
the agenda along with the crit-
ical minerals and the digital 
public infrastructure.

This visit, said the MEA, reaf-
firms the shared commitment 
of  the two countries to deepen 
bilateral ties and strengthen 
India's engagement with the 
Economic Community of  West 
African States (ECOWAS) and 
the African Union.

All Dharavi residents to get 

houses, commercial units to stay 

in Dharavi: DRP CEO Srinivasan

IANS 

MUMBAI: Dharavi Rede-
velopment Project CEO 
S.V.R. Srinivas assured on 
Wednesday that every resi-
dent of  Dharavi will get a 
house either inside or out-
side the scheme based on 
their eligibility status.

Srinivas said: "I would 
like to reiterate that the 
Dharavi redevelopment 
is the most inclusive proj-
ect ever contemplated in 
SRA (Slum Rehabilitation 
Authority) history, where 
every resident is going to 
get a house. Not just that, 
all commercial units, 
whether eligible or ineli-
gible, will get spaces inside 
Dharavi itself."

Over 75 per cent of  tene-
ment holders have quali-
fied for new homes under 
the redevelopment scheme, 
according to data released 
by the Dharavi Redevelop-
ment Project (DRP) and the 
Maharashtra government.

The DRP has begun 
releasing the Draft Annex-
ure-II in phases, and the 
balance tenement holders 
would get qualified on the 
basis of  additional checks 
and documents sought.

The DRP has invited 
tenement holders to 
submit their suggestions 
or objections regarding 
the Draft Annexure-II. 
Submissions can be made 
to the DRP office or by 
email to dcca1drpsra@
gmail.com. The deadline 
is July 5, 5.30 pm.

Out of  a total of  505 
tenements, 31 tenements 

are yet to submit any 
documents, 137 cases are 
pending verification by 
the BMC, which the DRP 
is pursuing, and balance 
38 are amenity structures. 
Among the remaining 299 
tenements, 229 have been 
found eligible for new 
homes under various cri-
teria. The remaining 70 are 
in the process of  submit-
ting additional documents 
to validate their eligibility.

Srinivas further stated 
that commercial units 
that are eligible will, in 
any case, get free in-situ 
spaces inside Dharavi. In 
fact, a proposal has been 
made to the government 
to accommodate ineligible 
commercial units as well, 
on a rental basis, inside 
Dharavi.

"The 10 per cent com-
mercial space reserved in 
every society can be given 
on a rental basis to ineli-
gible commercial units so 
that they can sustain their 
livelihoods in Dharavi 
itself. We have already 
made this proposal," Srini-
vas said.

As per the Annexure-
II data, 170 ground-floor 
tenements, including resi-
dential, commercial and 
residential/commercial, 
have all met the eligibility 
criteria and are entitled to 
new homes either within 
or outside Dharavi. Of  
these, 157 tenements came 
into existence before 
January 1, 2000, and are 
entitled to 350 sq ft homes 
within Dharavi. The 
remaining 13 are consid-

ered 'Shashulk Eligible', 
meaning they are entitled 
to 300 sq ft homes outside 
Dharavi at a subsidised 
cost of  Rs 2.5 lakh, having 
settled in Dharavi before 
January 1, 2011.

In a significant step, the 
inclusion of  upper-floor 
tenement holders, typi-
cally disqualified under all 
other slum rehabilitation 
schemes, is being included 
as part of  the present gov-
ernment and the DRP’s 
promise for inclusivity. As 
per the data, 59 upper-floor 
tenements have qualified 
for new homes under the 
DRP’s unique ‘hire-pur-
chase’ scheme.

These residents will 
receive 300 sq ft homes 
on rent for 12 years, after 
which they will become 
legal owners. They may 
also choose to buy the 
home outright at a govern-
ment-decided rate at any 
time during the 12-year 
period.

Typically, under other 
SRA schemes, those who 
settle in the ground floor 
after 2011 are excluded 
from redevelopment ben-
efits, and all upper-floor 
residents face outright 
eviction. However, the 
DRP has ensured that all 
such residents are also 
provided with new and 
modern homes outside 
Dharavi but within the 
Mumbai Metropolitan 
Region (MMR). These 
colonies will be modern 
and will be maintained 
free of  cost for 10 years, 
Srinivasan added.

US gives India priority as key South 
Asia defence partner: Pete Hegseth

IANS 

WASHINGTON: The US 
gives India priority as 
its “key defence partner 
in South Asia”, Defence 
Secretary Pete Hegseth 
has affirmed to Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
according to a Pentagon 
Spokesperson, Colonel 
Chris Devine.

“When he spoke 
to Rajnath Singh on 
Tuesday, Hegseth 
emphasised the pri-
ority the US places 
on India as its key 
defence partner in 
South Asia,” said 
Devine.

He pointed out that 
both leaders reviewed 
the considerable prog-
ress both countries 
have made toward 
achieving the defence 
goals set out in the 
February 2025 joint 
statement by Presi-
dent Donald Trump 
and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and agreed 
to sign the next ten-year 
US-India Defence Frame-
work when they meet this 
year.

“They also discussed 
pending major US defence 
sales to India and the 
imperative of  close defence 
industrial cooperation 
between the two coun-
tries,” he added.

After the call, Rajnath 
Singh posted on X that they 
had an excellent discussion 
to review the ongoing and 
new initiatives to further 
deepen India-US defence 
partnership and strength-
en cooperation in capacity 
building.

He conveyed his deep 
appreciation for the unwav-
ering support extended by 
the US to India in its fight 
against terrorism, and he 
was looking forward to 
meeting him at an early 
date.

Rajnath Singh spoke 
to Hegseth before the US 
official met with visiting 

External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S Jaishankar at the 
Pentagon.

After that meeting, the 
Pentagon said that EAM 
Jaishankar and Hegseth 
discussed participation in 
the next INDUS-X Summit, 
where the two nations will 
continue to build on US-
India defence industrial 
cooperation and produce 
new innovations in tech-
nology and manufacturing.

The defence framework 
also figured in their talks.

The Pentagon said that 
Hegseth told Jaishankar 
the U.S. and India are 
mutually aware of  the 
security concerns in the 

region, and both nations 
have the ability to counter 
that threat together.

The defence coopera-
tion between India and 
the US is one of  the most 
consequential pillars of  the 
US-India relationship, said 
EAM Jaishankar.

The defence framework 
comes under the US-India 

COMPACT (Catalys-
ing Opportunities 
for Military Part-
nership, Acceler-
ated Commerce & 
Technology) for the 
21st Century, which 
was agreed to by 
President Trump 
and PM Modi at their 
Washington meet-
ing in February and 
covers cooperation 
in a wide range of  
areas from defence 
and security to trade 
and space.

PM Modi and 
Trump announced 
plans for new pro-
curements and 

coproduction arrange-
ments for Javelin antitank 
guided missiles and Stryk-
er armoured vehicles, as 
well as acquiring six addi-
tional P-8I maritime patrol 
aircraft, according to the 
Pentagon.

India has already inte-
grated various weapons 
systems into its military, 
like the C-130J Super Her-
cules, C-17 Globemaster III 
and P-8I Poseidon aircraft, 
as well as the CH-47F Chi-
nook, MH-60R Sea Hawk 
and AH-64E Apache.

It also utilises the Har-
poon antiship missiles, 
M777 howitzers and MQ-9 
B Sky Guardians, it said.

Confident of BJP-led NDA 
returning to power in Bihar: 
Jyotiraditya Scindia

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Union Telecom Minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia on Wednesday 
voiced confidence about Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP)-led NDA alli-
ance's return to power in Bihar, the 
poll-bound state where elections are 
scheduled later this year.

The Union Minister, in a special 
interaction with IANS, spoke about 
the BJP’s bright electoral prospects 
in Bihar while giving strong rebuttal 
to Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge’s charges on ten years on 
Digital India mission.

A day ago, Kharge questioned 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led 
government’s Digital India mis-
sion over ‘unfulfilled promises and 
false claims’ to which Scindia gave 
a fierce counter with facts and 
figures. Jyotiraditya Scindia, shar-

ing his views on upcoming Bihar 
Assembly elections, voiced confi-
dence that BJP-led NDA alliance 
will ride to power again in Bihar.

“The BJP and its alliance 
partners are intact, we will fight 
the elections unitedly and win it 
hands down,” Scindia told IANS.

He further said that the devel-
opment and transformation of 
Bihar is one of the BJP’s top priori-
ties and the next NDA government 
will ensure that all developmental 
promises see light of the day.

Emphasising the fact that 
growth and development remains 
the very backbone of BJP’s gover-
nance model, the Union Minister 
said that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has shown it through his 
governance in last eleven years 
and this will continue to the major 
thrust in Bihar as well.
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Union Min promises optimal 
support for J&K's Dairy, 
Fisheries development

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Union Min-
ister for Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry & Dairying, 
Rajiv Ranjan Singh, who is 
on a two day visit to Kash-
mir, Wednesday said the 
central government will 
extend all possible support 
to J&K for developing dairy 
and fisheries sectors.

The Union Minister was 
speaking at a function, 
‘Reimagining Livestock 
& Fisheries with Future 
Ready Farmers: Vision 
2030’, at Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology 
of  Kashmir (SKUAST-K).

The Union Minister 
reaffirmed the Central 
Government’s commit-
ment towards agricultural 
advancement and farm-
ing community in J&K. 
He said that these sectors 
need to be organised by 
strengthening and bring-
ing them under Coopera-
tives at district, block and 
panchayat level to benefit 
the dairy farmers, who are 
mostly small and margin-
al. He added that there is 
tremendous potential for 
exports for Kashmir trout 
and niche dairy products, 
however, that requires pro-
cessing and value addition. 
He said his Ministry will 
provide full support to the 
UT government for estab-
lishing retail dairy outlets 
in each district.

J&K Agriculture Min-
ister, Javid Ahmad Dar; 
Union Secretary Depart-
ment of  Animal Husbandry 
and Dairy, Alka Upadhyaya; 
Principal Secretary APD 
(J&K), Shalendra Kumar; 
Vice Chancellor SKUAST-
K, Professor Nazir Ahmad 
Ganai; Vice Chancellor, 
SKUAST-J, Professor BN 
Tripathi; Additional Sec-
retary, Union Ministry for 
Fisheries, Animal Husband-
ry and Dairying, Varsha 
Joshi; Animal Husbandry 
Commissioner, DAHD, 
Abhijit Mitra and Joint Sec-
retary Ministry of Fisheries, 
Sagar Mehra were present 
at the function.

Rajiv Ranjan Singh also 
interacted with the dairy 
and fisheries farmers, Poshu 
Sakhis and entrepreneurs, 

who informed him about the 
progress of  these sectors in 
J&K over the years besides 
projecting their issues and 
challenges.

Earlier at SKUAST-K, 
the Union Minister toured 
the SKUAST-K Hig Den-
sity Apple orchards, fol-
lowed by an inspection of  
various stalls showcasing 
groundbreaking agricul-
tural innovations, particu-
larly in animal sciences. 
A key highlight was the 
Minister's interaction at 
a stall featuring recently 
produced India’s first 
gene-edited sheep, a testa-
ment to the cutting-edge 
research being conducted 
at SKUAST-K in animal 
husbandry. This achieve-
ment places India at the 
forefront of  advanced 

genome editing technolo-
gies in livestock.

J&K Agriculture Min-
ister, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
thanked the Union Minis-
ter for his support in trans-
forming the livestock and 
fisheries sector in J&K. 
He stressed on processing 
and value-addition of  live-
stock produce for economic 
empowerment of  the farm-
ing community.

Shalendra Kumar, gave 
an overview of  the dairy 
and fisheries sectors of  the 
UT while Vice-Chancellor 
SKUAST-K briefed about 
the university’s working.

The officers and faculty 
members from SKUAST-K, 
Directors and officers from 
the line departments and a 
huge number of  farmers 
were present on the occasion.

Sakeena Itoo felicitates NEET achievers, 

10th,12th meritorious students
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo 
Wednesday visited Pul-
wama and felicitated the 
NEET achievers and meri-
torious students of  10th 
and 12th classes of  various 
Government Institutions 
from Pulwama district in a 
special function organized 
at Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC), here.

MLA Pampre, Justice 
(Retd) Hasnain Masoodi; 
MLA Tral, Rafiq Ahmad 
Naik; MLA Zainapora, 
Showkat Hussain Ganie; 
Principal GDC Pulwama, 
Director Social Welfare 
Kashmir, Director School 
Education Kashmir, Direc-

tor Family Welfare and 
Immunization, Director 
AYUSH and other senior 
officers of  district admin-
istration and education 
department were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister Sakeena 

lauded the students for 
their outstanding perfor-
mances despite challeng-
ing circumstances. “You 
are the torchbearers of  
change, and your achieve-
ments today mark the 
beginning of  a brighter 
tomorrow, not only for 

yourselves but for the 
entire region,” she stated.

Highlighting the role 
of  education in shaping a 
resilient and progressive 
society, the Minister urged 
the youngsters to pursue 
knowledge with purpose 
and serve their commu-
nities with commitment. 
She also appreciated the 
efforts of  teachers and 
parents who stood behind 
the students through their 
academic journeys.

The Minister underlined 
that the youth must be pro-
vided with the right oppor-
tunities, mentorship and 
resources to excel at the 
national and international 
levels. On the occasion, 
the Minister also distrib-
uted regularisation orders 
among CPWs.

First Batch of Pilgrims for SANJY-
2025 reaches Baltal Base Camp

Sgr welcomes the first batch of 
Amarnath Yatris with warmth, devotion

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The first 
batch of  pilgrims for the 
Shri Amarnathji Yatra 
2025 successfully arrived 
at the Baltal Base Camp 
Wednesday, marking the 
formal commencement of  
the annual pilgrimage.

In a spirit of  devotion 
and hospitality, the Dis-
trict Administration Gan-
derbal extended a warm 
and heartfelt welcome to 
the Yatris at the base camp.

The welcome ceremony 
was graced by the presence 
of  Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal, Jatin Kishore, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Syed Fahim 
Bihaqi, SDM Kangan, 
along with officers from 
the Civil Administration, 
Police and members of  the 
local community.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner extended his best 
wishes to the pilgrims for a 
safe and spiritually enrich-
ing journey. He assured 

full support from the 
administration to ensure a 
seamless and comfortable 
pilgrimage experience.

To ensure the safety, 
security, and convenience 
of  the pilgrims, the admin-
istration has put in place 
comprehensive arrange-
ments including medical 
facilities, sanitation ser-
vices, and round-the-clock 
security. These measures 
reflect the commitment of  
the district authorities to 
uphold the highest stan-
dards of  service and care 
during the Yatra.

The pilgrims expressed 
their gratitude and appre-
ciation for the rousing 
reception and proactive 
support extended by both 
the Civil and Police Admin-
istration.

The District Admin-
istration reiterated its 
resolve to provide all nec-
essary assistance and con-
tinue its efforts to make 
the Yatra smooth, safe, and 
spiritually fulfilling for all 
participants.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:- In a warm 
gesture of  hospitality, the 
Srinagar district admin-
istration led by DDC 
Chairperson, Deputy 
Commissioner(DC) Sri-
nagar, Akshay Labroo 
along with Senior Superin-
tendent of  Police Sundeep 
Chakravarthy on Wednes-
day warmly welcomed the 
first batch of  Shri Amar-
nathji Yatra pilgrims as 
they arrived at Pantha-
Chowk  in Srinagar.

This followed the 
formal commencement of  
the annual yatra which 
was flagged from Jammu 
by Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha, as part of  
the significant spiritual 
journey undertaken by the 
devotees every year to the 
holy Amarnathji cave.

Deputy Commissioner 
& SSP personally received 
the pilgrims and extended 
greetings besides ensur-
ing all arrangements are 
in place for their comfort 
and safety.

DDC Chairperson, 

DC, SSP & Officials from 
the District Administra-
tion Srinagar, along with 
senior Officers from SMC 
and Police Department 
were present at the recep-
tion site to assist and guide 
the pilgrims. The admin-
istration has reiterated its 
commitment to ensuring a 
smooth and secure yatra 
experience for all devotees.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC stated that 
the Amarnathji Yatra is a 
significant spiritual jour-
ney and we are committed 
to ensure smooth conduct 
of  the pilgrimage with 
safety and comfort of  all 
pilgrims. He added that 
the District Administra-
tion Srinagar along with 
Srinagar Police  has put 
in place comprehensive 
arrangements to ensure 
the smooth conduct of  the 
annual Yatra and cater to 
the needs of  the pilgrims.

Officials along with 
locals welcomed the Pil-
grims and prayed for 
smooth, safe and peaceful 
conduct of  Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra.

Directorate of Rural Sanitation accords 

traditional welcome to SANJY pilgrims
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BALTAL: Directorate of  
Rural Sanitation Wednes-
day extended a traditional 
welcome to the first batch 
of  Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra 2025 pilgrims at the 
Nunwan and Baltal base 
camps.

In a gesture symbolizing 
warmth and harmony, the 
Yatris were greeted with 

garlands by officials of  the 
Directorate and the sanita-
tion teams, setting a tone 
of  devotion and cleanliness 
for the Yatra ahead.

Girls dressed in tra-
ditional Kashmiri attire, 
along with sanitation vol-
unteers, added cultural 
vibrancy to the welcome 
ceremony.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Director General 

Rural Sanitation, Anoo 
Malhotra emphasized the 
department’s commitment 
to providing clean sur-
roundings, eco-friendly 
facilities, and round-the-
clock sanitation services 
throughout the Yatra 
period.

“Welcoming the devo-
tees with respect and care 
marks the beginning of  our 
service to them. Cleanli-

ness and hospitality go 
hand in hand during this 
spiritual journey,” she 
said.

The Directorate has also 
deployed dedicated sanita-
tion teams, put in place 
bailing and shredding 
machines, and installed 
QR-coded toilet facilities 
to maintain hygiene and 
streamline sanitation man-
agement. 

SANJY 2025
B'pora admin receives first 
batch of Amarnathji pilgrims at 
Shadipora Transit Camp

Transport Commissioner 
inspects driving test centre, 
RTO office Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Transport 
Commissioner, Vishesh 
Paul Mahajan, Wednes-
day conducted a compre-
hensive visit to Regional 
Transport Office (RTO) 
Kashmir, here at Bemina.

The Commissioner 
interacted with the citizens 
waiting in queues, rais-
ing awareness about the 
Transport Department's 
online and faceless servic-
es. He encouraged them to 
leverage these digital plat-
forms to streamline their 
transactions and minimize 
visits to the RTO office.

He instructed the ARTO 
Headquarters to promi-
nently display the sign-
boards and informational 
material, highlighting the 
availability and advantages 
of  online services, so as to 

raise awareness among the 
general public. He reiter-
ated the department’s com-
mitment towards minimiz-
ing the footfall at the RTO 
office by promoting digital 
access and ensuring ease 
of  service delivery through 
faceless platforms.

Earlier, the Transport 
Commissioner inspected 
the trial ground located 
at Bemina and monitored 
the driving tests being 
conducted there. Interact-
ing with the youngsters, 
he urged them to be care-
ful while driving besides 
strictly abiding by the traf-
fic laws.

He directed the staff  
to ensure that those who 
appear for the driving test 
are guided properly. He also 
asked them that the test 
results should be uploaded 
online within 24 hours.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In a ges-
ture of  hospitality, the first 
batch of  Shri Amarnathji 
Yatra (SANJY) pilgrims 
was warmly received by 
a team of  Bandipora dis-
trict administration led 
by Deputy Commissioner, 
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, as 
they reached Shadipora 
Transit Camp in Bandi-
pora on Wednesday.

The DC was accompa-
nied by SSP Bandipora 
Harmeet Singh Mehta 
besides other civil and 
police officials.

On the occasion, the DC 
extended a warm welcome 
to the pilgrims by present-
ing garlands as a gesture of  
respect and goodwill. The 
pilgrims were also served 
refreshment, reflecting a 
hospitable and comfort-

able experience for the 
devotees.

As the first batch of  
yatries embarked on their 
spiritual journey towards 
the Holy Cave, the DC 
wished them a fulfilling 
and blessed pilgrimage

The DC informed that 
the district administra-
tion has put in place all 
arrangements in advance 
for a hassle-free yatra. He 
stated that the adminis-
tration has implemented 
comprehensive plans to 
facilitate smooth and has-
sle-free experiences for all 
the pilgrims.

Earlier, the Deputy 
Commissioner inspected 
various facilities including 
accommodation, bedding, 
water supply, electricity, 
langars and other essen-
tials at Shadipora Yatra 
Transit Camp.

DC Pulwama conducts field visit to 
assess status of water supply schemes

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: In order to 
take stock of progress of key 
infrastructural works under 
the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) and NABARD, Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Pulwama, Dr. 
Basharat Qayoom, Wednes-
day undertook a detailed 
field visit to multiple ongo-
ing Water Supply Schemes 
(WSS) in the district.

The visit was aimed at 
obtaining comprehensive 
ground-level assessment 
of  the execution status, 
identifying operational 
bottlenecks, and issuing 
necessary instructions to 
expedite completion of  the 
works.

The DDC inspected vari-
ous water supply schemes 
like NC Bonura, Arihal 
Arigam, Achal Astan 
(Petipora), Batnoor Sahoo-

ra, Lajoora, and Kerava 
Malangpora.

During the visit, Dr. 
Qayoom took strong note of  
the issues like halted electro-
mechanical (EM) works. He 
directed the concerned offi-
cials to resolve minor issues 
in a time-bound manner. 
He stressed upon the need 
for speedy completion of  
Electro-Mechanicial instal-
lations and asked the engi-
neering staff  to expedite the 
process of  completion.

The DDC also visited 
WSS Ratnipora, a major 
water supply scheme being 
executed under NABARD 
funding, which is at the 
final stage of completion. He 
directed officials to complete 
final formalities and ensure 
that the scheme is commis-
sioned at the earliest for the 
benefit local population.

The DDC reiterated that 
universal access to safe and 

adequate drinking water 
remains top priority for the 
district administration and 
called upon all executing 
agencies to work in close 
coordination to remove 
bottlenecks and accelerate 
the pace of  implementation. 
He further directed officials 
to set clear timelines, main-
tain quality standards, and 
submit progress reports for 
effective monitoring.

During the visit, the DDC 
was accompanied by Execu-
tive Engineer PHE Pulwama 
and concerned Assistant 
Executive Engineers, AEs 
, JEs and other field func-
tionaries.

The visit concluded with 
on-spot instructions to the 
concerned engineers and 
field staff  to intensify efforts 
and ensure that the benefits 
of  Jal Jeevan Mission reach 
every eligible household in a 
time-bound manner.

DC Shopian visits 
Tehsil office Keller

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Deputy Commis-
sioner, Shopian, Shishir Gupta 
Wednesday visited Keller tehsil 
of the district and held inspec-
tions of land revenue records.

The DC conducted in-depth 
inspections of Roz Namcha (daily 
record of events and transactions 
of Patwari), Girdawari( record of 
land revenue collection), Jama-
bandi (record of land ownership 
and rights), Parat Patwar ( record 
of land transactions and muta-
tions) and Parat Sarkar (govern-
ment record of land holdings).

After conducting analysis of 
records, he directed concerned 
officers and officials to prop-
erly maintain these records and 
emphasised on its regular and 
timely updation. DC instructed 
that Mutation camps be organ-
ised regularly and directed Teh-
sildar for village wise organisa-
tion of camps across the Tehsil 
for improving land record man-
agement, reducing disputes, and 
enhancing transparency.


