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Do’s for the Yatris
• It is mandatory for every registered Yatri to collect their RFID 

Card from designated locations in Jammu / Srinagar before 
embarking on the Yatra. Carry your Aadhaar details for collecting 
RFID Cards

• Wear the RFID card around your neck at all times during Yatra  
for safety & security.

• Do carry sufficient woolen clothing, umbrella, wind cheater, 
raincoat and waterproof shoes. Weather remains unpredictable and 
temperature may abruptly fall to below 5 degree Celsius. 

• Walk slowly and steadily — don’t rush on steep paths.

• Take regular breaks to avoid fatigue. 

Don’ts for the Yatris
• No registered yatri shall be allowed to embark  

on Yatra without valid RFID card.

• Don’t ignore the symptoms of high altitude illness.

• Don’t drink alcohol, caffeinated drinks, or smoke.

• Don’t stop at places with warning signs.

• Don’t take shortcuts on the route—it’s risky.

• Don’t pollute or disturb the Yatra environment.

• Don’t separate from your group — always stay with your 
companions.

Join an Extraordinary  
Pilgrimage to the Sacred  

Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine 
Experience the Divine Grace of Lord Shiva

Department of Information & Public Relations 
Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Scan to Access 
SASB Website

@diprjkInformation & PR, J&K@informationprjk @dipr_jk

Shri Amarnath Ji
Yatra -2025
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI 
PHE MECHANICAL DIVISION SRINAGAR

e-Mail: hcphemds@gmail.com

CANCELLATION CORRIGENDUM
Subject:  "Design, Engineering, Providing, Welding, Laying/Fixing in proper position, 

Testing and Commissioning of 630mm Diameter HDPE Raw Water intake 
Pipeline in Nigeen Lake from proposed offtake point near Ashai Bagh 
Bridge up to the sump (delivery point) of Stage 1st Pumping Station of 
WSS Pokhribal located at northern bank of Nigeen lake under AMRUT 
2.0, including successful trial run for a period of one month on Turnkey/
EPC basis". The scope shall include all necessary Ancillary works Such 
as Jointing, Pipe Supports, Alignment, placing in proper position in and 
under water, Leak Testing, Hydro Testing, Required Appurtenances, and 
Restoration of Site Conditions to Original or Improved State, as applicable.

Reference:  i. This office e-nit No: AMRUT/JSMDS/e-NIT-78 of 03/2024-25
 ii. Superintending Engineer office Letter no: JSMCS/TS/718-20 Dated: 30-

06-2025
The e-NIT under reference for the subject work is hereby cancelled as none of the bidders 
was found responsive during the evaluation of documents of Cover 1st uploaded/furnished 
by the participating bidders. The tender for the subject work shall be invited fresh in due 
course of time.
No: JSMDS/CC/Amrut2.0/1084-95  Sd/-
Dated: 30/06/2025  Superintending Engineer,
DIPK-3184-25  Jal Shakti Mech. Circle South, Srinagar. 
DT: 01/07/2025 Addl. charge of Executive Engineer, 
 Jal shakti Mech. Division, Srinagar.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

GENERAL MANAGER 
DISTRICT INDUSTRIES CENTRE PULWAMA

dicpulwama@

PUBLIC NOTICE
M/s Alif Agri Fresh Cold Chain, situated at IGC, Lassipora District Pulwama 
stands Provisionally registered with DIC, Pulwama under No: 01/005/22/06339 
dated: 28.04.2025 for the line of activity "Integrated Cold Chain Project for 
Controlled atmosphere storage with Grading and Packing (5000 Mts)" at IGC, 
Lassipora, Pulwama as a Partnership concern of 1. Mr. Sahil Mushtaq S/o 
Mushtaq Ahmad Dar R/o Qasbayar, Pulwama 2. Mr. Mohammad Afzal Wani 
S/o Gh. Ahmad Wani R/o Qasbayar, Pulwama. The partners have submitted an 
application wherein they have requested for Change of Constitution by virtue 
of conversion of Partnership firm to Private Limited Company under the name 
& style of Alif Agri Fresh Pvt. Ltd., with its Directors having share pattern as 1. 
Mr. Sahil Mushtaq S/o Mushtaq Ahmad Dar R/o Qasbayar, Pulwama (50%) 2. 
Mr. Mohammad Afzal Wani S/o Gh. Ahmad Wani R/o Qasbayar, Pulwama (1%) 
and two more Directors namely Mr. Kamil Riyaz Khan S/o Riyaz Ahmad Khan 
R/o Rajpora, Pulwama (25%) 2. Mr. Tak Umer Mukhtar S/o Mukhtar Ahmad 
Tak R/o Qasbayar, Pulwama (24%).
Any person(s) or any organization/ Department having any objection in this 
behalf should convey in writing to the General Manager, DIC, Pulwama within 
(07) seven days from the date of publication of this notice. After expiry of the 
time frame no objection shall be entertained.
No. DICPL/A-96/25/849 General Manager, 
Dated: 30/06/2025 District Industries Centre,
 Pulwama.

DIPK-3165-25
DT: 01/07/2025

JKEDI trains 117 entrepreneurs 
under RAMP scheme

Food Safety Anantnag 
bans sale of nutraceuticals, 
health supplements

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Entrepre-
neurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) has 
successfully concluded 
a series of  Management 
Development Programs 
(MDPs) across six districts 
under the Raising and 
Accelerating MSME Per-
formance (RAMP) scheme.

The initiative is funded 
by the Ministry of  MSME, 
Government of  India, and 
implemented in the Union 
Territory by the Industries 
and Commerce Depart-
ment, J&K.

The training programs, 
which commenced on 
June 24, 2025, were held 
simultaneously in Doda, 
Jammu, Kulgam, Ramban, 
Srinagar, and Udhampur. 
A total of  117 aspiring and 
existing entrepreneurs, 
including 93 women, par-
ticipated in the six-day, 
30-hour comprehensive 
training. The strong rep-
resentation of  women 
highlights a positive trend 
toward gender inclusivity 
in the region’s entrepre-
neurial ecosystem.

The MDPs focused on 
enhancing the manage-
rial, financial, and strate-
gic skills of  participants, 
aiming to help them scale 
operations, boost com-

petitiveness, and build 
sustainable enterprises. 
The curriculum, meticu-
lously developed by subject 
matter experts, featured 
modules on business plan-
ning, marketing strategies, 
digital tools, financial lit-
eracy, legal compliance, 
innovation, and leadership.

To provide practical 
exposure, the programs 
also included field visits to 
successful business ven-
tures, interactive sessions 
with sector specialists, 
and mentorship opportu-
nities. Experts from Dis-
trict Industries Centres 
(DICs) and the Labour and 
Employment Department 
shared insights with par-
ticipants, helping them 

align their ventures with 
current industry practices.

The MDPs were moni-
tored by designated Range/
Reviewing Officers, who 
regularly engaged with the 
trainees and gathered feed-
back to ensure quality and 
relevance of  the training.

The successful comple-
tion of  these programs 
reflects JKEDI’s ongoing 
commitment to empower-
ing local entrepreneurs 
through structured learn-
ing, capacity building, and 
direct exposure to market 
realities. This initiative 
aligns with the broader 
objectives of  the RAMP 
scheme to strengthen the 
MSME ecosystem across 
the Union Territory.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In significant 
step aimed at safeguarding 
the health of  consumers, 
Food Safety Anantnag has 
put an immediate ban on 
sale of  four nutraceuticals/
health supplements includ-
ing, Lycobax, Zymerio B+, 
BECOSIP-EZ and Festzyme 
Plus after their samples 
were found to be of  unsafe 
quality.

In an official handout 
issued here, it has been 
informed that the Assis-
tant Commissioner/Desig-
nated Officer Food Safety 
Anantnag has immediately 
prohibited the sale of  the 
four nutraceuticals/health 
supplements namely ‘Lyco-
bax’ (Batch No. FL241206; 
Manufactured by Indo 
Rama Healthcare Pvt. Ltd. 
(Yamunanagar, Haryana) 
and marketed by Solace 
Biotech Limited (Ambala, 
Haryana), ); ‘Zymerio B+’ 
(B. No. 3028;  Manufactured 
by M/S: Exotic Healthcare 

Mohali, (Pb)  Marketed by 
M/S: Riomedica Health-
care Pvt. Ltd. 654 Ambala 
Cantt. Haryana); ‘BECO-
SIP-EZ’ (B. No. PL24115 
Manufactured by M/S: 
Phaedrus Life Science 
Pvt. Ltd.,3012, Phase-IV, 
G.I.D.C., Vatva, Gujarat 
(India) and ‘Festzyme Plus’ 
(B.No. EHL-1928; Mfd by 
M/S: Exotic Healthcare, 
Mohali, Punjab and Mar-
keted by M/S: Estocott 
Pharma Pvt. Ltd., Sirmour 
-173030 (HP) in the district.

The samples of  these 
health supplements were 
procured by the Food 
Safety Officers of  the dis-
trict Anantnag and were 
found to be of  unsafe qual-
ity by the National Food 
Laboratory in Ghaziabad 
on account of  the saccha-
rine levels exceeding the 
prescribed limits.

Meanwhile, consumers 
are urged to refrain from 
purchasing the health sup-
plements under question 
till further orders.

Mission YUVA: DC B'pora chairs 
DLIC meeting, approves 51 cases
Says, youth empowerment through 
entrepreneurship key to sustainable dev

Ph.D. scholar from NIT selected for 
Heidelberg Laureate Forum 2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A Ph.D. 
scholar from the Depart-
ment of  Mathematics from 
National Institute of  Tech-
nology (NIT) Srinagar has 
been selected to participate 
in the 14th Heidelberg Lau-
reate Forum (HLF), which 
will be held in Heidelberg, 
Germany, from September 
13 to 22, 2025.

Mr. Samir Ahmad 
Wagay is pursuing his 
doctoral research under 
the supervision of  Dr. 
Rameez Raja, Assistant 
Professor in the Depart-
ment of  Mathematics. 
His selection for this 
prestigious forum places 
him among just 200 young 
researchers worldwide, 
chosen through a highly 
competitive process.

The Heidelberg Laure-
ate Forum is one of  the 
most prestigious events in 
the fields of  mathematics 
and computer science. It 
offers a unique opportuni-
ty for top young research-
ers and Ph.D. students 
to interact closely with 
laureates of  the most dis-
tinguished international 
awards including the Abel 
Prize, ACM A.M. Turing 

Award, ACM Prize in Com-
puting, Fields Medal, IMU 
Abacus Medal, and the 
Nevanlinna Prize.

The entire trip, includ-
ing international travel, 
accommodation, and par-
ticipation costs, will be 
fully sponsored by the Hei-
delberg Laureate Forum 
Foundation. This support 
ensures that participants 
can fully engage with the 
week-long program of  lec-
tures, workshops, and net-
working events without 
any financial burden.

In his message, Direc-
tor of  NIT Srinagar, Prof. 
Binod Kumar Kanaujia 
extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to Wagay and 
appreciated the efforts of  
the Department of  Math-
ematics in mentoring and 
guiding young research-
ers towards international 
platforms.

Registrar Prof. Atikur 
Rehman also congratulat-
ed Mr. Wagay and said that 
his selection is a matter of  
pride for the institute and 
an inspiration for other 
research scholars pursuing 
academic excellence.

Dr. Rameez Raja, Mr. 
Wagay’s Ph.D. supervisor, 
expressed happiness over 

the selection and said that 
such opportunities pro-
vide young researchers 
with valuable exposure to 
global scientific develop-
ments and peer networks.

HLF is a networking 
conference where 200 
carefully selected young 
researchers in mathemat-
ics and computer science 
spend a week interacting 
with the laureates of  the 
disciplines: recipients 
of  the Abel Prize, ACM 
A.M. Turing Award, ACM 
Prize in Computing, Fields 
Medal, IMU Abacus Medal 
and Nevanlinna Prize. 
Established in 2013, the 
HLF is annually organized 
by the Heidelberg Laure-
ate Forum Foundation 
(HLFF).

It was initiated by the 
German foundation Klaus 
Tschira Stiftung (KTS), 
which promotes natural 
sciences, mathematics and 
computer science. Inspired 
by the idea of  providing 
bright young minds the 
opportunity to interact 
with their scientific role 
models, physicist and co-
founder of  SAP, Klaus 
Tschira (1940–2015) laid the 
groundwork for the Forum 
to exist.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The Dis-
trict Level Implementation 
Committee (DLIC) meeting 
under Mission YUVA was 
held on Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Manzoor Ahmad 
Qadri, at Mini Secretariat 
Bandipora.

During the meeting, 
a detailed discussion 
was held on the applica-
tions received under the 
scheme. The committee 
deliberated on the cases 
submitted through the 
Skill and Business Devel-
opment Unit (SBDU) and, 
after thorough scrutiny 
and evaluation, approved 
51 cases unanimously for 
financial and institutional 
support under the Mission 
YUVA initiative.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC highlighted the 
significance of  Mission 
YUVA in empowering 
youth through skill devel-
opment, entrepreneur-
ship promotion, and self-
employment opportuni-
ties. He stressed the need 
for robust post-approval 
support and follow-up to 

ensure the sustainable suc-
cess of  the approved units.

DC also directed the 
concerned departments 
to expedite the process of  
sanctioning, disbursing 
benefits, and extending 
all necessary handhold-
ing support to the ben-
eficiaries in a time-bound 
manner.

On the occasion, Qadri 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  strengthening 
youth-led entrepreneur-
ship and promoting sus-
tainable livelihood oppor-
tunities in the district. 
He further stressed that 
empowering the youth 
through structured sup-
port systems and skill-
based initiatives is key to 
long-term socio-economic 
development in the region.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Bandipora, 
Zaffar Husson Shawl, who 
is also the District Nodal 
Officer for Mission YUVA; 
AD Employment, Nodal 
Officer JKEDI, District 
Development Manager 
NABARD, Social Welfare 
Officer, representatives 
from J&K Lead Bank; and 
other concerned officials.
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Eight years of GST in J&K: A Journey 
of Economic Integration and Growth

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), intro-
duced across India on July 
1, 2017, marked a transfor-
mative shift in the coun-
try’s indirect tax regime, 
replacing a complex web 
of  central and state taxes 
with a unified, consump-
tion-based tax system.

In Jammu and Kash-
mir, the implementation 
of  GST faced distinct chal-
lenges but has since played 
a pivotal role in fostering 
economic integration and 
growth.

Unlike other states, J&K 
required specific legislative 
measures to adopt the Cen-
tral Goods and Services 
Tax (CGST) and Integrat-
ed Goods and Services Tax 
(IGST) laws. The state leg-
islature passed the Jammu 
and Kashmir Goods and 
Services Tax Act, 2017 (Act 
No. V of  2017) on July 7, 
2017, with the law coming 
into effect on July 8, 2017.

Over the past eight 
years, GST has signifi-
cantly reshaped J&K’s eco-
nomic landscape, aligning 
it with the national market 
and fostering growth in 

several areas. In year 2017-
18, only 72000 dealers were 
registered under GST in 
entire Jammu and Kash-
mir. However, currently 
over 2,20 lakh dealers are 
registered with the depart-
ment out of  which 114475 
dealers are registered 
Jammu division only with 
80403 are active.

In Jammu division, 8276 
new taxpayers registered 
with the department in 
year 2024-25 due to mas-
sive outreach awareness 
and campaign.

The revenue growth 
also shown a promising 
progress as the estimated 
monthly revenue collection 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
was around 200 crores with 
collection of  Rs 2402.22 in 
year 2017-18. The monthly 
revenue of  Jammu and 
Kashmir is now raised to 
Rs 723 crores with collec-
tion of  Rs 8673.81 GST in 
year 2024-25, which is a 
trend that has continued 
with improvements in tax 
collection efficiency.

The GST also provided 
Economic Integration of  
J&K into India’s unified tax 
regime, reducing tax barri-
ers and enabling seamless 

trade with other states. 
The removal of  multiple 
indirect taxes has simpli-
fied compliance for busi-
nesses, allowing them to 
claim input tax credits and 
reduce the tax burden on 
final products.

The introduction of  
GST Suvidha Kendras and 
e-way bill systems has fur-
ther enhanced compliance 
efficiency. The State Taxes 
Department, supported by 
the National Informatics 
Centre, has developed digi-
tal platforms to assist tax-
payers in filing returns and 
obtaining registrations.

As J&K marks eight 
years of  GST, the focus 
is on further enhancing 
compliance, expanding 
the tax base and leverag-
ing technology. The State 
Taxes Department’s ongo-
ing efforts to improve digi-
tal infrastructure, coupled 
with initiatives like GST 
Suvidha Kendras, aim to 
make tax administration 
more accessible.

The region’s transition 
to Union Territory status 
has also opened opportuni-
ties for deeper integration 
with national economic 
policies, potentially attract-

ing more investment.
On completing 8 years of  

GST in J&K, Commission-
er State Taxes, P K Bhat 
commended the efforts 
of  officers and officials of  
the department for their 
dedication, resilience, and 
innovative spirit to ensure 
smooth tax administration 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
ensuring robust revenue 
collection while fostering 
a taxpayer-friendly envi-
ronment.

He said that with team-
work, we have made signif-
icant strides in enhancing 
compliance, streamlining 
processes and leveraging 
technology to improve 
efficiency. The adoption 
of  advanced data analyt-
ics, coupled with rigor-
ous enforcement mea-
sures, has led to increase 
in tax revenue, contribut-
ing to the socio-economic 
development of  our Union 
Territory.

He further said our 
focus will be on achieving 
sustainable growth in rev-
enue while ensuring ease 
of  compliance for taxpay-
ers. He urged that team to 
embrace the opportunities 
ahead with renewed vigor 

and determination.
In her message, Addi-

tional Commissioner 
Administration and 
Enforcement Jammu, 
Namrita Dogra said that 
State Taxes Department 
remains committed to its 
mission of  enhancing com-
pliance, improving service 
delivery and fostering 
transparency in the tax 
ecosystem. She said actions 
included targeted scrutiny 
of  ITC claims, detection of  
fraudulent transactions, 
and crackdown on fake 
GST registrations, all of  
which strengthened fiscal 
controls.

Raina, Additional Com-
missioner State Taxes Adm 
& Enforcement Kashmir, 
Parveez Ahmad in his 
message extended heart-
felt gratitude to all tax-
payers, stakeholders, and 
department officials for 
their unwavering support 
in this transformative jour-
ney. “GST has streamlined 
taxation, boosted economic 
integration, and fostered 
transparency in our region. 
Let us continue to work 
together to ensure compli-
ance and drive growth for a 
prosperous J&K”, he said.

Committee on Public Undertakings 
holds meeting in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Commit-
tee on Public Undertakings 
of  the Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly 
Tuesday convened a meet-
ing at the Assembly Com-
plex, Srinagar, to review 
audit paras pertaining to 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Power Development Cor-
poration (JKPDC) and 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Energy Development 
Agency (JAKEDA).

The meeting was 
chaired by Committee 
Chairman, Ali Moham-
mad Sagar and attended 
by members Saifullah 
Mir, Ali Mohammad Dar, 
Baldev Raj Sharma, Shakti 
Raj Parihar, Ranbir Singh 
Pathania, Bashir Ahmad 
Veeri, Showkat Hussain 
Ganai and Tanvir Sadiq.

Also present were the 
Principal Accountant 
General J&K, Principal 
Secretary PDD, Managing 
Director JKPDC, Direc-
tor General Accounts and 
Treasuries, Director Gen-
eral Expenditure, Director 

General Finance, Manag-
ing Director KPDCL, CEO 
JAKEDA and other con-
cerned officers.

The Committee held a 
comprehensive discussion 
and reviewed audit paras 
7.4, 8.1 and 8.7 from the 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General’s reports for the 
years 2018–19 and 2020–21, 
pertaining to JKPDC and 
JAKEDA.

The Chairman directed 
that a joint team compris-
ing Committee members 
and concerned officers 
shall conduct spot inspec-
tions across various areas 
to assess the progress 
under the Revamped Dis-
tribution Sector Scheme 
(RDSS). The inspection 
team will include mem-
bers Saifullah Mir, Shakti 
Raj Parihar, Bashir Ahmad 
Veeri and Showkat Hus-
sain Ganai.

The Committee also 
reviewed the functioning 
of  various hydroelectric 
projects and examined the 
status of  all ongoing power 
projects across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Chairman instruct-
ed the concerned depart-
ments to submit a compre-
hensive progress report on 
all ongoing projects within 
15 days. He stressed the 
need to adopt proactive 
measures to harness the 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
power generation poten-
tial and improve the per-
formance and efficiency of  
Public Sector Undertak-
ings (PSUs).

Emphasizing transpar-
ency and accountability, 
the Chairman underlined 
the importance of  rigorous 
audits and evaluations. He 
further directed the depart-
ments to submit updated 
status reports of  all public 
undertakings, along with 
relevant audit documenta-
tion, to facilitate informed 
decision-making and nec-
essary reforms.

During the meeting, the 
Principal Accountant Gen-
eral elaborated on the audit 
process and shared recom-
mendations to strengthen 
the functioning of  public 
sector corporations in 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication On June 29, 2025, something unprecedented happened in #Kashmir. 

For the first time, 330 families, whose loved ones were brutally 
killed by Pakistan-sponsored terrorists were brought together, 
heard with respect, and assured justice. These were families who 
had been boycotted, labelled mukhbirs, and erased from public 
memory simply because they stood by the nation, not the gun.
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Dutch Woman Quietly 
Cleaning Dal Lake Of 
Plastic For 5 Yrs

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR- It is ‘Hollandse 
Schoonmaak’ (Dutch clean-
ing) in Kashmir as a 69-year-
old woman from the Nether-
lands has made it a mission 
to clean the waters of  the 
famous tourist attraction Dal 
Lake of  plastic waste.

Armed with her love 
for nature, Ellis Hubertina 
Spaaanderman can often be 
seen rowing her boat quiet-
ly in the waters of  the lake 
to collect plastic waste and 
other trash.

She picks up the trash 
items one by one carefully 
from the waters and places 
them in a bag on her boat to 
clean the lake inch-by-inch.

“I also did it in the Neth-
erlands as I was living on 
the seaside. In general, the 
Netherlands is clean, but 
ships throw waste, so I start-

ed collecting the waste, it is 
in my nature. When I see it, 
I cannot avoid cleaning up,” 
Spaaanderman said when 
asked about her passion.

The Dutch tourist came to 
Kashmir first nearly 25 years 
ago and instantly fell in love 
with the place.

When she returned about 
five years ago, she stayed in 
the valley, but was dismayed 
with the levels of  pollution 
in the lake.

“I started picking the 
trash right from the day I 
came to Kashmir. Now, it has 
been five years,” she said.

Spaaanderman got a boat 
of  her own in November last 
year to get help in her cam-
paign.

“I thought if  no one is 
doing it, I am gonna do it. 
Maybe it is only a drop in the 
ocean, but I have learnt one 
thing that if  P-06

LG Orders Reopening Of Buried Terror Cases
Chairs High-Level Meeting, Discusses Issues Of Terror Victim Families

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
chaired a high-level meeting 
and discussed the issues con-
cerning victim families whose 
loved ones were brutally killed 
by Pakistan-backed terrorists.

The Lieutenant Governor 

directed the Deputy Commis-
sioners and SSPs to reopen 
cases which were deliberately 
buried and file an FIR and 
ensure jobs are provided to 
Next of  Kins (NoKs) on prior-
ity.  He further directed them 
to take immediate measures 
to free terror victim families’ 
property and land grabbed by 
terrorists or their sympathis-
ers.

Identify those elements from 
terror ecosystem who were 

involved in killing of  Common 
Kashmiris and currently work-
ing in Government Depart-
ments. Financial assistance 
under MUDRA and handhold-
ing must be extended to the 
terror victim family mem-
bers who want to start their 
self-employment venture, the 
Lieutenant Governor told the 
officials.

The Lieutenant Governor 
said a Special Cell will be estab-
lished in LG P-06

TOLL-FREE number 
will be notified for the 
assistance of Terror 
victim families

Directs DCs, SSPs to 
REOPEN CASES which 
were deliberately buried 

Identify elements from 
TERROR ecosystem 
who were involved in kill-
ing of Common Kashmiris

A Special Cell to be 
ESTABLISHED in LG 
Secretariat to address 
concerns of families

Every POSSIBLE assis-
tance would be provided 
to terror victim families

Culprits roaming free for 
MANY DECADES will 
be brought to justice

LG Manoj Sinha Reviews Final 
Preparations For Amarnath Yatra

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Tuesday chaired a high-lev-
el meeting with the senior 
officers and reviewed the 
final preparations for Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief  Secretary Shri 
Atal Dulloo; Additional 
Chief  Secretary, Jal Shakti 
Department Shri Shaleen 
Kabra; DGP Shri Nalin 
Prabhat; Special Director 
General (Coordination), 
PHQ, Shri S.J.M P-06

Flags Off Fleet Of 
Ambulances For 
Hospitals 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Tuesday flagged off  the 
fleet of  Ambulances for 
the Hospitals in Ramban 
and Anantnag Districts.

A total 5 P-06

Visits Yatri Niwas 
At Bhagwati 
Nagar, Reviews 
Arrangements

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Tues-
day visited Yatri Niwas 
at Bhagwati Nagar and 
reviewed arrangements 
for the pilgrims P-06

...Muharram ul Haram

Div Com, IGP Hold Meeting With Shia Associations
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Divisional Com-
missioner Kashmir, Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri and Inspector 
General of  Police, Kashmir 
Vijay K Birdhi Tuesday held 

a meeting with the represen-
tatives of  various Shia asso-

ciations to execute smooth 
& peaceful observance of  
Muharram.

Besides DIG, Kashmir, 
Rajiv Pandey, the meeting 
was attended by DC Srinagar 
Akshay Labroo, P-06

...Second Hottest Since 1892

Srinagar Logs Hottest 

June Since 1978

Drought-Like Situation In South 
Kashmir, Farmers In Distress

CS Reviews Final 
Arrangements For 
Amarnathji Yatra 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Ahead of  
commencement of  
the annual Amar-
nathji Yatra from July 
3, Chief Secretary Atal 
Dulloo Tuesday under-
took a comprehensive 
visit to Yatri Niwas, 
Bhagwati Nagar, 
Jammu to take stock 
of  the final arrange-
ments being made by 
various departments 
for smooth and secure 
conduct of  the pil-
grimage.

A c c o m p a n i e d 
by the senior civil 
and police officers, 
the Chief  Secretary 

inspected all key facili-
ties at the Yatri Niwas, 
one of  the pivotal base 
camps in Jammu for 
the devotees.

Those present 
during the visit 
included Division-
al Commissioner 
Jammu; IGP, Jammu; 
IG, Traffic; Deputy 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
Jammu; SSP Traffic 
(City); Commissioner, 
JMC; MD, JPDCL; 
Director, Informa-
tion; Chief  Engineers 
of  Jal Shakti and 
PWD besides repre-
sentatives from vari-
ous security agencies 
and other P-06

JAHANGEER GANAIE

ANANTNAG: A deepening 
drought across south Kashmir has 
pushed agriculture to the brink, 
with hundreds of  acres of  farm-
land in districts like Anantnag, 
Pulwama, Kulgam, and Shopian 
facing severe irrigation crises.

Despite efforts from the admin-
istration, low water levels in irri-
gation canals have left paddy fields 
parched and farmers distraught.

In several villages of  Anant-
nag — including Hakura, Palpora, 
Khoshipora, Bragam, Nowpora, 
Kreeri, Nethipora, Batengoo, Ura-
nhall, Shamsipora, Jablipora, 

Husanpora, Aarwani, Monghal, 
Chirhama, and Ruhu — vast 
stretches of  paddy land are crack-
ing under the scorching heat, with 
no signs of  water flow.

“This is nothing short of  a loom-
ing agricultural disaster,” Ghulam 
Nabi, a farmer from Palpora told 
KNO. “We depend entirely on agri-
culture for our livelihood. If  this 
continues, we will have no rice to 
eat or sell.”

In Kulgam, Shopian and Pulwa-
ma, similar scenes are unfolding 
at different locations like Frisal 
hamlet in Kulgam, Awantipora 
and Kakapora hamlets of  Pulwa-
ma and Wanduna area P-06

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: After the 
record-breaking maximum 
temperatures, Srinagar, the 
summer capital of  Jammu 
and Kashmir, has recorded 
the hottest June month in the 
last 47 years while Qazigund 
also witnessed the warmest 
month in half  a century.

According to the details 
available, Srinagar has 
recorded the hottest June 
month since 1978, which was 
the second hottest as well 
since 1892.

An Independent Weather 
Forecaster, Faizan Arif  Keng 
while divulging the details, 
stated that Qazigund, a gate 
way of  Kashmir, has also 
recorded the warmest June 
in over 50 years.

“Srinagar just experi-
enced its hottest June since 
1978, making it the second 
hottest on record since 
observations began in 1892,” 
he said, adding that the aver-
age maximum temperature 
for June 2025 stood at 31.0°C, 
while the mean P-06
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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EDITORIAL

Kashmir: From 
Paradise To Peril

O
nce celebrated by poets and 
travelers alike as a paradise on 
Earth, Kashmir today stands as 
a tragic testament to environ-
mental vandalism. Its serene 

valleys, snow-capped mountains, and pristine 
water bodies have been gradually reduced to 
a shadow of their former selves, casualties of 
unchecked urbanization, deforestation, and 
governmental apathy.
The rot, unfortunately, is all-encompassing. Suc-
cessive political dispensations have made tall 
promises about environmental protection, only 
to sacrifice the region's ecology at the altar of 
short-term development and vote bank politics. 
Infrastructure projects, often undertaken with-
out proper ecological assessments, have carved 
through forests and wetlands. Illegal construc-
tions have mushroomed along the banks of the 
Dal and Wular lakes, choking the water bodies 
that once nourished entire ecosystems.
However, the blame does not rest with the rul-
ing class alone. The general populace too has 
played a part, knowingly or unknowingly, in 
accelerating the ecological decline. From ram-
pant littering in tourist hotspots to indiscrimi-
nate tree felling for firewood and real estate, 
individual actions have compounded the en-
vironmental crisis. What was once collective 
custodianship of the land has now been re-
placed by collective negligence.
Kashmir’s climate has responded accordingly. 
Once abundant with snowfall and freshwater 
streams, the region now experiences erratic 
weather patterns. Glaciers are retreating at an 
alarming pace, rivers are drying up seasonally, 
and water scarcity, once unthinkable in this 
water-rich region, has become a growing con-
cern. The traditional spring-fed irrigation sys-
tems (kuls and nairs), vital for agriculture, are 
in disrepair. And as the tree cover recedes, soil 
erosion and flash floods have become more 
frequent and devastating.
The signs of global warming are no longer dis-
tant threats, they are visible realities in the Val-
ley today. What we are witnessing is not just 
an ecological shift, but a socio-economic one. 
Livelihoods tied to agriculture, horticulture, and 
tourism are under threat, and with them, the 
very culture and identity of Kashmir.
The time for poetic eulogies to Kashmir’s natu-
ral beauty is long past. What is needed now is 
a fierce commitment, from governments, civil 
society, and individuals, to reverse the damage. 
Policy needs to move beyond tokenism and be-
come rooted in sustainability. Waste manage-
ment, afforestation, lake restoration, and strin-
gent regulation of land use are not optional 
anymore; they are essential. Kashmir may still 
have a chance to reclaim its ecological heritage, 
but that window is narrowing fast. Let this be 
the moment when we choose revival over ruin.

...Pilgrimage Of Peace

The Eternal Spirit Of 
Amarnath Yatra In Kashmir

MOHD AMIN MIR

I
n the heart of  the mighty Hima-
layas, nestled among the snow-
capped ridges and lush green val-
leys of  Jammu & Kashmir, lies one 
of  the most sacred sites in Hindu-

ism—the Amarnath Cave Shrine. Here, 
each year during the summer months, 
thousands upon thousands of  devotees 
undertake a pilgrimage to behold the 
naturally formed ice Shivling, a rare 
symbol of  divinity that appears only 
during a particular time of  the year. The 
Amarnath Yatra is not merely a journey 
of  physical endurance—it is a spiritual 
calling, a celebration of  faith, sacrifice, 
and human unity.

As a native of  this sacred land, 
I extend my heartfelt welcome and 
deepest salutations to every yatree 
(pilgrim) who sets foot on our soil in 
search of  divine blessings. I pray to 
Allah Almighty to protect you, grant 
you health, and bless your journey with 
peace and fulfillment. May more and 
more yatris continue to arrive, and may 
your presence continue to grace our 
region with an atmosphere of  brother-
hood, peace, and mutual respect.

Origins: Myths, Legends, and 
Ancient Reverence

The Amarnath Cave, situated at an 
altitude of  approximately 3,888 meters 
(12,756 feet), has long been revered as 
one of  the holiest pilgrimage sites in 
India. It is said that Lord Shiva chose 
this remote and awe-inspiring location 
to reveal to Goddess Parvati the secret 
of  immortality—the Amar Katha. To 
ensure absolute secrecy, he abandoned 
all material possessions, symbolic com-
panions, and cosmic forces at various 
stages along the route.

The legend continues that Shiva left 
behind the moon at Chandanwari, his 
snakes at Sheshnag, his son at Maha-
gunas top, and even the five elements 
at Panchtarni, before entering the cave 
to divulge the sacred secret. This is why 
each waypoint on the yatra is consid-
ered spiritually significant.

The cave and the naturally formed ice 
stalagmite, which resembles a lingam, are 
seen as a divine manifestation of  Shiva. 
Its waxing and waning cycle, which fol-
lows the lunar calendar, is viewed as a 
celestial affirmation of faith. The pilgrim-
age is believed to be more than 5,000 years 
old, with references found in ancient 
scriptures and local traditions.

Though many saints and yogis vis-
ited the cave through the centuries, its 
modern rediscovery is attributed to a 
Gujjar shepherd named Buta Malik 
in the 19th century. The story goes 

that a saint gave him a pouch of  coal 
that turned to gold, prompting him to 
search for the saint, only to find the cave 
instead. Since then, the Gujjar commu-
nity has remained intricately connected 
to the Yatra.

The Yatra Routes: Where the 
Earth Meets the Divine

The Amarnath Yatra begins each year 
during Shravan month (July–August) 
and follows two principal routes:
•	 The Pahalgam Route (46 km): Con-

sidered the traditional path, this 
longer but scenic route follows in 
Lord Shiva’s footsteps. Pilgrims 
pass through Chandanwari, 
Sheshnag, Mahagunas Pass, and 
Panchtarni before reaching the 
cave. It is physically challenging 
but deeply rewarding for those who 
undertake it.

•	 The Baltal Route (14 km): Shorter 
and steeper, this route is popular 
among pilgrims seeking a quicker 
ascent. Though more taxing due to 
its sharp gradients, it offers stun-
ning views and direct access to the 
shrine.

•	 Every step on these trails is both a 
physical feat and a spiritual medi-
tation. The terrain may be rugged 
and the climate unpredictable, 
but yatris walk with resolve, often 
chanting “Bam Bam Bhole” as the 
snow-lined peaks echo their devo-
tion.

A Tapestry of Faith and Fraternity
One of  the most moving aspects of  

the Amarnath Yatra is the communal 
harmony that surrounds it. While the 
pilgrimage is rooted in Hindu tradition, 
Muslim, Sikh, and Christian residents 
of  Kashmir also play vital roles in facili-

tating the journey. From Muslim pony 
handlers, porters, shopkeepers, and tent 
operators, to Sikh langar volunteers 
and local Christian service workers, 
the Yatra becomes a festival of  shared 
humanity.

Every year, hundreds of  Langars 
(community kitchens) are set up along 
the route, offering free food, water, and 
even medical help to yatris. Volunteers 
from all over India, irrespective of  reli-
gion, serve meals, carry luggage, and 
offer emotional support to strangers on 
a sacred path. This coming together of  
communities is a beacon of  unity, defy-
ing divisive narratives and reaffirming 
the inclusive spirit of  Kashmir.

Security, Seva, and the Strength 
of Systems

Ensuring the smooth and safe con-
duct of  such a massive pilgrimage is a 
logistical and administrative feat. The 
Shri Amarnath Shrine Board (SASB), 
in coordination with the Indian Army, 
J&K Police, CRPF, ITBP, and civil 
administration, implements a multi-
layered security and health safety net.

RFID tracking, satellite surveillance, 
oxygen booths, and disaster response 
teams are deployed along the routes. 
Helicopter services are provided for 
senior citizens and those unable to trek. 
From Pony routes and rest shelters to 
mobile clinics and weather-monitoring 
posts, every detail is accounted for to 
make the Yatra safer, especially in the 
face of  challenging terrain and volatile 
weather conditions.

Yet at the heart of  this intricate web 
lies seva—the spirit of  selfless service. 
It’s this intangible force that elevates the 
journey from a trek to a transformation

Economic Pulse of the Region

The Yatra is not only sacred—it is 
also economically vital. For many fami-
lies living in remote parts of  Kashmir, 
this is the most important season of  
the year. Transporters, shopkeepers, 
artisans, hoteliers, and porters find 
much-needed employment and income. 
According to some estimates, the Yatra 
contributes hundreds of  crores annu-
ally to the local economy.

Additionally, infrastructure devel-
opment—improved roads, better emer-
gency care, enhanced sanitation facili-
ties—often coincides with the Yatra 
season, leaving lasting benefits for the 
local population. The pilgrimage thus 
becomes a catalyst for sustainable 
rural development in regions otherwise 
neglected for most of  the year.

A Message to the Pilgrims: My 
Salute and My Prayer

Dear yatris, as you walk through our 
mountains, breathe our air, and bow 
before the divine ice lingam, please 
know that you are not alone. You are 
cherished guests, and we, the people of  
Kashmir—regardless of  our faith—are 
proud to host you. We salute your devo-
tion and share in your joy.

May your footsteps continue to grace 
our soil. May your prayers bring peace 
not only to your hearts but also to our 
hills. And may the eternal spirit of  Ama-
rnath continue to unite hearts across 
boundaries and beliefs.

Har Har Mahadev! Jai Bhole Nath!

Mohd Amin Mir is a Kashmir-based 
writer and newspaper columnist who 

writes on land reform, rural gover-
nance, and cultural heritage in Jammu 

& Kashmir. He can be mailed at good-
morningkashmir@gmail.com

Sinicizing Tibet: Why China’s Propaganda 

Campaign Will Ultimately Fail

RISHI SURI

I
n recent months, China 
has redoubled its efforts 
to rebrand and rewrite 
the narrative on Tibet. 
The ancient, deeply spiri-

tual land that has for centuries 
stood apart with its unique cul-
ture, language, and identity is 
now being aggressively “Sini-
cized” — forcibly remolded to 
fit Beijing’s narrow, homog-
enized vision of  national iden-
tity. The Communist Party 
calls it “Xizang” — a term 
most Tibetans do not use and 
one that reflects China’s desire 
to erase Tibetan identity itself.

From cultural suppression 
and religious control to the 
mass surveillance of  monastic 
communities, the Chinese state 
is weaponizing language, policy, 
and global media manipulation 
in its bid to crush the idea of  a 
distinct Tibetan civilization. But 
the harder it tries, the more it 
reveals the fragility of  its hold 
— not only over Tibet, but over 
the truth itself.

A History of Occupation, 
Not Liberation

Let us be clear: China’s pres-
ence in Tibet is not the result 
of  harmonious integration 
but military occupation. In 
1950, the People’s Liberation 
Army invaded Tibet. By 1959, 
following a brutal crackdown 
on a popular uprising, the 14th 

Dalai Lama was forced to flee 
into exile. Since then, China 
has tried to pass off  its control 
over the region as “liberation,” 
but to the Tibetan people and 
the global community that 
respects historical fact, it 
remains a colonization.

Beijing’s narrative is that 
Tibet has always been part of  
China — a claim riddled with 
distortions and historical inac-
curacy. Tibet operated as an 
independent entity for centu-
ries, with its own government, 
language, religion, and even dip-
lomatic relations. The 17-Point 
Agreement of  1951 — signed 
under duress — was never hon-
ored by the Communist regime, 
and Tibetan self-governance 
was quickly replaced by totali-
tarian control.

Cultural Genocide Under 
a New Name

Today, China no longer tries 
to hide its assimilationist goals. 
It has shifted from raw military 
control to what it considers the 
more palatable method of cultur-
al domination. Tibetan children 
are being forcibly separated from 
their families and placed in state-
run boarding schools where Man-
darin is the medium of instruc-
tion, and Tibetan language, cul-
ture, and religion are treated as 
relics of a backward past. The 
rebranding of Tibet as “Xizang” 
— now increasingly used in Chi-
nese state propaganda — is not a 
linguistic preference but an act 
of erasure.

China’s campaign includes 
lavish state-funded media 
tours, where handpicked for-
eign journalists are flown into 
the region under tight surveil-
lance. These Potemkin press 
trips show them only model 

monasteries, new infrastruc-
ture projects, and carefully 
coached “locals” who praise 
the Party. The message is clear: 
Tibet is thriving under Chinese 
rule. But this charade fools no 
one who looks deeper.

Manufactured Consent 
and the Real Tibet

These state-sponsored trips 
are a page straight out of  the 
Soviet playbook — showcasing 
facades while dissenters are 
silenced. Real Tibetan voices — 
those who speak of  repression, 
cultural destruction, or spiri-
tual suppression — are either 
in exile, in prison, or forced 
into silence. Internet censor-
ship, mass surveillance, and 
the infiltration of  monasteries 
by Communist Party opera-
tives ensure there is no room 
for dissent within the so-called 
“harmonious society.”

Yet, despite the might of  the 
Chinese state and its global 
propaganda apparatus, it has 
failed to win the one thing it 
truly craves: legitimacy. No 
amount of  renaming or ribbon-
cutting ceremonies can erase 
the resilience of  the Tibetan 
spirit or the moral authority 

of  the Dalai Lama — a global 
symbol of  peace and resis-
tance whose words carry more 
weight than a thousand state-
run news articles.

The Dalai Lama and the 
Coming Storm

Adding to China’s anxiety is 
the impending announcement of  
the Dalai Lama’s successor. At 89, 
the spiritual leader has indicated 
that the time may be near for iden-
tifying the next reincarnation — a 
sacred process that has been the 
backbone of Tibetan Buddhism 
for centuries.

Beijing, of  course, insists it 
has the sole right to approve 
the next Dalai Lama — an 
absurd and blasphemous claim 
that flies in the face of  religious 
freedom and centuries of  spiri-
tual tradition. The Communist 
Party, which claims to be athe-
ist, now wants to handpick the 
next incarnation of  a Buddhist 
leader to suit its political inter-
ests. It plans to prop up its own 
puppet “Dalai Lama,” trained 
under state control, paraded 
as the legitimate spiritual 
heir. But this is a farce that 
will find no acceptance among 
Tibetan Buddhists or the global 

religious community. You can 
coerce bodies, not souls. And 
certainly not belief.

Why China Will Fail
The Chinese Communist 

Party misunderstands some-
thing fundamental: identity 
is not just about land, infra-
structure, or even control. It 
is about memory, language, 
faith, and the human will to 
survive. Tibet’s memory has 
not been erased — it has been 
archived in the hearts of  mil-
lions in exile, in monasteries 
across India, in whispers inside 
Lhasa, and in the global con-
science.

Every time China tries 
to whitewash its record or 
rename history, it exposes its 
own insecurity. If  Tibet were 
truly integrated, it would not 
need to be rebranded, re-edu-
cated, or rewritten. And if  its 
control were truly welcomed, 
there would be no need to hide 
the truth behind press junkets 
and propaganda.

Tibet is not “Xizang.” It is 
not a development project. It is 
not a cultural park. It is a living 
civilization — battered but not 
broken. China can rename 
it, surveil it, and attempt to 
rewrite it. But it cannot own it. 
The world must see through the 
illusion. The Tibet issue is not 
about autonomy alone — it is 
about dignity, justice, and truth.

And in the end, truth 
always outlives tyranny.

Rishi Suri is a senior editor 
covering international affairs 

at The Daily Milap, India’s 
oldest and largest circulated 

Urdu daily newspaper. He can 
be mailed at rishisuri@daily-

goodmorningkashmir.com
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New Flight To Space: Axiom-4 
And India's Global Recognition

PRIYANKA SAURABH

W
hen an Indian repre-
sentative went to the 
International Space 
Station (ISS) after a 
long gap of  41 years, 

it was not just a mission but a rebirth 
of  India's space science, global diplo-
macy and scientific reputation. The 
participation of  Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla of  the Indian Air 
Force in the Axiom-4 mission made 
it clear that India is no longer seen 
as just a participant in the space race 
but as a potential leader.

Through this mission, India 
achieved success at many levels 
simultaneously. First of  all, from a 
scientific point of  view, India sent 
seven major scientific experiments 
to space under this mission. All these 
experiments were based on micro-
gravity and their aim was to under-
stand various aspects of  life. The 
study done on seeds like fenugreek 
and moong took the uniqueness of  
Indian agricultural techniques to 
space. This proves that India's tra-
ditional farming is also relevant and 
modern for scientific research.

Additionally, experiments based 
on microorganisms, microalgae and 
muscle regeneration proved India's 
utility in the development of  life 
support systems for long-term space 
travel. This makes it clear that India 
has come not only to establish its 
presence in space but also to contrib-
ute to it at the level of  innovation and 
research.

Shubhanshu Shukla's successful 
docking of  SpaceX's Crew Dragon 
spacecraft and training in emergency 
situations in space is an invaluable 
experience for the upcoming Gagan-
yaan mission. It will serve as a strong 
foundation for India's first human 
space mission.

Axiom-4 also showed that India has 
now entered commercial space flights 
as well. The agreement between 

Axiom-4 Space and Indian startup 
Skyroot Aerospace shows that India 
no longer wants to rely only on gov-
ernment resources, but is moving 
towards developing cheap and inno-
vative solutions in collaboration with 
the private sector. This is a success 
story of  self-reliance of  Indian space 
policy and startup culture.

From a strategic point of  view, 
AXIOM-4 is a symbol of  growing coop-
eration between India and the US, 
especially under arrangements like 
ICET and Artemis Accords. Through 
this mission, India strengthened the 
spirit of  cooperation not only with 
the US but also with the global South-
North. Along with India, astronauts 
from countries like Poland and Hun-
gary also participated in this mission. 
It was a symbol of  global inclusive-
ness and partnership.

This mission also boosts India's 
"soft power". When India's name was 

associated with human space travel 
on news channels around the world, 
it was not just a technological vic-
tory but also a diplomatic one. India 
demonstrated that it has become a 
country not just sending satellites, 
but sending and cooperating humans 
into space.

The Axiom-4 mission has also 
given new confidence to India's pri-
vate space startups. Companies like 
Skyroot and Agnikul Cosmos are now 
moving towards global collaboration. 
This can prove to be an opening of  
new doors for investment, technical 
collaboration and scientific innova-
tion for India.

Additionally, this mission has pro-
vided India with the necessary expe-
rience for Gaganyaan. Axiom-4 has 
been termed by experts as an "insur-
ance policy", which means that this 
mission gave India an opportunity to 
understand and control the risks that 

may arise in complex missions like 
Gaganyaan. Also, this experience will 
be helpful in building India's future 
space station "Indian Space Station".

It is also important that Shubhans-
hu Shukla received eight months of  
rigorous training at NASA, which has 
now given India a new standard in 
terms of  astronaut training capabili-
ties. In future, Indian astronauts can 
be trained at this level.

The Axiom-4 mission has given 
India a more effective voice in global 
forums such as the United Nations 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of  
Outer Space. When a country under-
takes human space flight, it begins to 
play a new role not only in science but 
also in global policy making.

The entire mission has proven that 
India is no longer just an observer, 
but a participant. The mission has 
proved to be a 'lift-off  moment' for 
India - a moment when a nation takes 

flight not just in the field of  technol-
ogy, but also in confidence, strategy 
and global leadership.

It is now necessary that India 
builds on this achievement by inte-
grating it with upcoming missions 
like Gaganyaan and long-term strate-
gies in the space sector. From policy 
making to budget allocations and 
from space education to international 
collaborations—missions like Axiom-
4 must be made part of  India's long-
term space strategy.

Ultimately, Axiom-4 was not just a 
flight, it was a declaration of  India's 
scientific prowess, global participa-
tion and potential to become a future 
space superpower. India is no longer 
lagging behind in the space race, but 
is at the forefront.

Author is a Research Scholar in 
Political Science. She can be mailed 

at saurabhpari333@gmail.com

Toilets: A Basic Right, Not A Privilege
VINOD CHANDRASHEKHAR  DIXIT

 

I
t is estimated that 2.5 billion 
people around the world do 
not have proper sanitation, 
that 1.1 billion people defecate 
in the open and that providing 

toilets could save the lives of  more 
than 200,000 children each year. 
Sanitation is a global development 
priority. Diarrhoea caused by poor 
sanitation and unsafe water kills 
315,000 children every year. Open 
defecation, unlike in other places, 
where it has a negative connotation, 
here it is something that is com-
pletely normal, and even sometimes 
wholesome, like the fact that you 
have gone for a morning walk, and 
you have exercised your body and 
you have gotten up early. Lack of  
access to toilets has been identified 
as a huge problem, particularly in 
rural areas. 

It not only spreads diseases like 
diarrhea but also exposes women 
to the risk of  sexual assault when 
they go into the fields after dark. 
Cultural norms are hard to change 
and according to some, open-air 
defecation is seen as more sani-
tary by those who prefer to relieve 
themselves in the open rather than 
share a toilet. Disease transmission 
at work, mostly caused by poor sani-
tation and hygiene practices, causes 
17% of  all workplace deaths.  

Public toilets with good water 
facility are the need of  the hour. In 
a country like India it is very diffi-
cult and takes a long time to change 
the practice of  open defecation in 
rural areas. Most of  the toilets 
which are started for public use are 
being neglected by the people due 
to improper maintenance. It is the 
matter of  hygiene that can attract 
more people to use toilet.

In 2025, the number of  toilets 
increased by 20% from the 2019 

Kumbh (1,20,000 in 2019 to 1,50,000 in 
2025). The Kumbh 2019 was the first 
ever Kumbh that introduced bio-toi-
lets, ICT monitoring system, odour 
management, volunteer participa-
tion and behaviour change apart 
from building toilets. The target 
set by the Modi government under 
the Swachh Bharat Mission was to 
construct over 100 million toilets in 
rural India. Modi has put it high on 
the national agenda, but the chal-

lenge could be daunting in a country 
where defecating in the open is a 
common sight and is accepted by 
many as normal.  His campaign, 
called Clean India, means the gov-
ernment will have to build 60 mil-
lion toilets in that timeframe. So far, 
about 10 million toilets have been 
built, according to the Indian Min-
istry of  Water and Sanitation.

It is surprising that the E-toilets 
installed in the city are not main-

tained properly.It is the malodour 
that discourages people from using 
public toilets. Most of  the public toi-
lets are not usable because of  lack 
of  cleanliness, electricity and water. 
As no efforts are taken by the local 
bodies to maintain them, e-toilets 
remain in  poor condition. It is also 
observed that the toilets have no 
proper water supply and are badly 
maintained. It is a grave health 
issue. With many people coming to 

work  daily the public toilets should 
be of  use to the local as well as float-
ing population  of  daily commut-
ers to the city. There should be a 
monitoring system to put in place to 
check the maintenance of  e-toilets. 
Only education and awareness can 
do something. Educated or unedu-
cated, people in rural areas, for 
want of  indoor plumbing use open 
space for defecating. 

There are people who think that 
open defecation is more hygienic 
and having an indoor toilet is dirty 
and filthy. We need a grass root 
campaign on how many diseases 
can be avoided by basic cleanliness 
and how spending on toilets is as 
important as developing other infra-
structure. We don't need to build 
new temples, mosques, churches, 
gurudwaras etc.  Public toilets with 
good water facilities are the need of  
the hour. Bringing about a change 
in mindset is the paramount need.

Modi’s approach is to use 
improved sanitation as a tool to 
combat poverty, develop the econ-
omy, and make India more attrac-
tive to business investment. The 
proposition is not an easy one: Half  
of  India's population, at least 620 
million people, defecates outside.

Toilets play a crucial role in cre-
ating a strong economy, as well as 
improving health and protecting 
people’s safety and dignity, par-
ticularly women’s and girls’. While 
provision of  hygienic toilets for 
the public is the buzzword in our 
country, the lack of  adequate public 
toilets and the appalling state of  
existing ones is a reality that the 
city can’t deny. Are the authorities 
listening to our voice?

Author is a Free-Lance Journal-
ist. He can be mailed at dixitpa-

trakar@yahoo.in
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NEWS

LG Attends Tawi Aarti On The Eve Of Amarnath Ji Yatra
Says Entire J&K Is Experiencing Spiritual Bliss On Eve Of Holy Pilgrimage 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: On the eve of Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra, Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha Tuesday attended the ‘Tawi Aarti’ 
at Tawi Riverfront Jammu.

The Lieutenant Governor 
sought the blessings of  Suryaputri 
River Tawi and Baba Barfani and 
prayed for a peaceful, blessed and 
a memorable pilgrimage for all the 
devotees.

“Entire J&K is experiencing 
spiritual bliss on the eve of  holy 
pilgrimage of  Shri Amarnath Ji. 
People of  J&K are ready to welcome 
devotees of  Baba Barfani coming 
from across the country. May Lord 
Shiva bless everyone with health, 
happiness and harmony,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor 
extended his felicitations to Jammu 
Municipal Corporation, Depart-
ment of  Tourism, Jammu Smart 
City Limited and Shri Raghunath 
Ji Corridor Vikas Council Jammu 
for organising the Tawi Aarti.

“There is the song of  God in the 
heartbeat of  Jammu. The truth of  
life shines in city's consciousness. 
The relationship between Jammu 
and spirituality is eternal. The 
city has always been in search of  
truth and it is blessed by the divine 
energy. This divine Tawi Aarti will 
connect the pilgrims of  Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra with the spiritual and 
historical significance of  the Sury-
aputri River Tawi,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor, in 

his address, highlighted Jammu 
Kashmir's extraordinary journey 
towards peace, prosperity, and 
unprecedented development over 
the past few years.

“After decades of  darkness J&K 
in 2019 leaped towards regaining its 
dignity, its pride and its spiritual 
peak. It has got new wings in the 
last 5 years. The light of  upliftment 
is dispelling darkness in every sec-
tion. Citizens are full of  self-confi-
dence and the river of  progress is 
flowing uninterrupted,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor reiter-
ated his unwavering commitment 
to the inclusive development of  the 
Union Territory and revival of  the 
region's rich cultural and spiritual 
legacy.

“For me responsibility of  J&K 
is not just administrative assign-
ment. For me this was an opportu-
nity to restore the ancient glory of  
Jammu and Kashmir. For me it was 
an opportunity to rebuild Jammu 
and Kashmir.

I have tried to recreate the gran-
deur of  Jammu and Kashmir like 
the sacred temple. I have tried to 
restore the lost image of  this holy 
land,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.

The Lieutenant Governor salut-
ed the people of  J&K for actively 
participating in the development 
journey.

“I am proud about the rapid 
pace at which Jammu Division and 
Kashmir Division have developed 
in the last five years. The pace of  

progress is historic.
Common citizens and intellectu-

als of  the society are engaged in 
the transformation of  Jammu and 
Kashmir which is highly commend-
able, he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also 
commended the entire team of  Shri 
Amarnathji Shrine Board for per-
forming its duties with dedication 
and devotion for the pilgrims. He 
said the Yatri Niwas at Baltal will 
be dedicated to Pilgrims on July 04.

Since 2022 facilities for pilgrims 
are significantly improved. I pray 
to Lord Shiva to make the journey 
of  devotees successful and all their 
wishes come true, he said.

“World’s eyes are on this yatra. 
The devotees' resolve is unshake-
able; no threats can deter their 

spirit. With the cooperation and 
support of  everyone, this year’s 
Yatra will be even more historic 
than previous years,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor urged 
all the civil society members, 
enlightened citizens to join the 
flag-off  ceremony of  the first batch 
of  Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025 at 
Yatri Niwas tomorrow morning. He 
asked the media persons to spread 
awareness among the pilgrims to 
travel in designated convoys.

The Lieutenant Governor also 
sought the support from all sec-
tions of  the society to make the 
Tawi Aarti a continuous event.

Shri Bharat Bhushan, Chair-
man, District Development Coun-
cil Jammu; Ms. Mandeep Kaur, 

Commissioner Secretary, Housing 
& Urban Development Depart-
ment; Shri Ramesh Kumar, Divi-
sional Commissioner Jammu; Shri 
Bhim Sen Tuti, IGP Jammu; Shri 
Devansh Yadav, Municipal Com-
missioner Jammu and CEO of  
Jammu Smart City Limited; Shri 
Rajesh Gupta, Chairman Shri Rag-
hunathji Corridor Vikas Council; 
heads of  various religious and 
business associations, members of  
civil society groups, Acharyas and 
Archakas were present.

Members of  Legislative Assem-
bly; Administrative Secretaries; 
senior officials of  Civil and Police 
Administration, people and pil-
grims of  Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
in large number also took part in 
the Tawi Aarti.
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Dutch Woman Quietly
you want to teach people, the best thing is to be an 

example. People start noticing,” she added.
The foreigner said she wants to create a mass 

awareness about the environment.
“I care about the environment, I want it to be clean. 

But, it is so much dirty here, I cannot do it alone. This 
is my way to clean it and create awareness among the 
people. I notice that now when I am collecting waste, 
not only here but in streams and forests, people start 
helping me.

“I am convinced that if everyone will help me, the 
whole of Kashmir can be cleaned within two years. 
I really believe in that. Many Kashmiris say it will 
take 1,000 years…no you can teach within a genera-
tion,” she said.

Spaaanderman said she has grabbed some atten-
tion for her work.

“The vice-chairman of J&K LCMA (Lake Con-
servation and Management Authority) asked me to 
come and speak with him. They want to work with 
me and want to use my knowledge to educate the 
children in schools,” she said.

When the Dutch national is not collecting trash, 
she is often cycling the streets of the city, especially 
the Foreshore Road.

“Sometimes I am busy and I cannot do it on daily 
basis. Most days I do this when I have nothing else to 
do. Then I go to lakes, swimming, pedalling, cycling, 
hiking and on way I collect waste,” she said.

Spaaanderman does the cleaning all alone — with-
out any support or funding. Her small ‘shikara’ is 
like a wooden manual de-weeder.

Dal is not just a lake. The famous water body is a 
source of livelihood for many Kashmiris and a famed 
tourist attraction. However, over the years, the lake 
has witnessed pollution and encroachment.

While there have been efforts by the government 
like dredging, de-weeding and anti-encroachment 
drives, the water body still faces a threat.

The Dutch tourist said she considers the lake her 
home and wants to give something back to it.

Her efforts are being appreciated by the locals.
Yawar Ahmad, a local, said he has seen Spaaan-

derman collecting plastic waste many a times.
“It is truly appreciable what she is doing. I often 

think, if a foreign tourist woman can do it, then why 
can’t we?” he said.

Ahmad said the Dutch tourist’s work is an inspira-
tion and expressed hope that she would inspire the 
younger generation to think about the environment 
and also raise awareness among the people to stop 
throwing waste in the water bodies and other places.
(PTI)

LG Orders Reopening
Secretariat to address concerns of  terror 

victim families. He further asked the Chief  Sec-
retary to set up a similar cell in his office.  A 
Toll-free number should also be notified for the 
assistance of  Terror victim families, he said.

“Every possible assistance would be pro-
vided to terror victim families and culprits 
roaming free for many decades will be brought 
to justice,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The meeting was attended by Chief  Sec-
retary Shri Atal Dulloo; Additional Chief  
Secretary, Jal Shakti Department Shri Sha-
leen Kabra; DGP Shri Nalin Prabhat; Spe-
cial Director General (Coordination), PHQ, 
Shri S.J.M Gillani; Principal Secretary Home 
Shri Chandraker Bharti; Principal Secre-
tary, Finance Shri Santosh D Vaidya; ADGP 
CID Shri Nitish Kumar, Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor and CEO SASB Dr 
Mandeep K. Bhandari; IGP Kashmir, Shri VK 
Birdi; IGP Jammu Shri Bhim Sen Tuti; Divi-
sional Commissioner, Kashmir, Shri Vijay 
Bidhuri; Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, 
Shri Ramesh Kumar; MD & CEO J&K Bank, 
Shri Amitava Chatterjee; DIGs, Deputy Com-
missioners, SSPs, and senior officials of  
Police and Civil Administration.

LG Manoj Sinha
Gillani; Principal Secretary Home Shri 

Chandraker Bharti; Principal Secretary, 
Finance Shri Santosh D Vaidya; ADGP CID 
Shri Nitish Kumar; Principal Secretary to 
Lieutenant Governor and CEO SASB Dr 
Mandeep K. Bhandari and senior officials 
of  SASB, Police and Civil Administration.

The Lieutenant Governor took a com-
prehensive review of  the traffic & security 
management and all the arrangements in 
place by the stakeholder departments for the 
smooth, safe and hassle-free holy pilgrimage.

The Lieutenant Governor directed the 
officials for widespread publicity of  Traffic 
Advisory so that common man is not incon-
venienced. District Administrations, SSPs, 
Traffic Police and Stakeholder departments 
should work in close coordination to ensure 
movement of  pilgrims in designated convoys 
and smooth implementation of  the traffic 
plan, he said.

He further directed the Deputy Commis-
sioners to ensure that Lodgement centres 

and sanitation units are in good condition.

Flags Off Fleet Of
Ambulances were donated by National 

Highways Authority of  India (NHAI) through 
M/S Quazigund Expressway Private Limited 
for Hospitals at Qazigund, Banihal, Ramban, 
Batote, and Gool, under Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR). The deployment of  
the Ambulances will strengthen emergency 
healthcare services and ensure timely medi-
cal care to the people.

The Lieutenant Governor appreciated the 
NHAI and M/S Quazigund Expressway Pri-
vate limited for their noble initiative.

He also asked the Deputy Commission-
er Ramban to explore the possibilities for 
Hospital on Wheels for the remote areas of  
the district to ensure equitable, and quality 
healthcare to all.

Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal Secre-
tary to Lieutenant Governor and CEO Shri 
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board; Shri Mohammad 
Alyas Khan, Deputy Commissioner Ramban; 
Shri RS Yadav, NHAI Regional Officer, J&K; 
senior officials of  NHAI and representa-
tives of  M/S Quazigund Expressway Private 
limited were present on the occasion at Raj 
Bhawan.  

Visits Yatri Niwas
of  Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra.
The Lieutenant Governor took stock of  

food and lodging of  the pilgrims, security, 
registration counters, power and water 
supply, health facilities, help desks, sanita-
tion, transportation and emergency services.

At Yatri Niwas, the Lieutenant Governor 
interacted with devotees of  Baba Barfani 
and extended his warm wishes to pilgrims 
for a safe, blessed and spiritually fulfilling 
experience

Addressing the media persons on the side-
lines of  his visit, the Lieutenant Governor 
said that a large number of  devotees from 
across the country have arrived for the Yatra, 
which begins from Jammu tomorrow morn-
ing.

“Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra is a serene, 
enlightening and lifelong experience. May 
their pilgrimage be filled with joy, peace, and 
spiritual bliss.

Improved arrangements have been made 
for the convenience of  the pilgrims. We must 
carry forward the traditions of  J&K and 
make this yatra a huge success,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The 38-day long Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
will commence on 3rd July from the base 
camp on both the routes and it will culminate 
on 9th August 2025. The Yatra will be flagged 
off  by the Lieutenant Governor on July 02 
from Yatri Niwas, Bhagwati Nagar.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompa-
nied by DGP Shri Nalin Prabhat; ADG CRPF, 
Shri Rajesh Kumar; Divisional Commission-
er, Jammu, Shri Ramesh Kumar; IGP Jammu 
Shri Bhim Sen Tuti; Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu, Shri Sachin Kumar Vaishya and 
senior officials from civil administration, 
police and security forces.

Div Com, IGP
Commissioner SMC Faz Lul Haseeb, SSP 

Srinagar and other officers from civil admin-
istration and police.

The representatives of  various associations 
included President, All J&K Shia Associa-
tion Darul Jawad Qamarwari, President, All 
J&K Anjuman Sharia Shian Darul Mustafa 
Budgam, President, All J&K Anjuman Sharia 
Shian Yousuf  Abad Budgam and Yaadgar-i-
Hussaini Committee Guru Bazar Srinagar.

During the meeting, community leaders 
were urged to exhibit responsible behavior, 
adhere to time schedule strictly for public 
convenience & traffic management and to  
augment strength of   volunteers to facilitate 
mourners during the processions.

Div Com emphasized for close coordina-
tion between administration and leaders of  
associations to ensure smooth & peaceful 
observance of  Muharram.

To protect mourners from heat wave, 
Div Com instructed Commissioner SMC 
for deployment of  water sprinkler vehicles 
during processions.

Drought-Like Situation
of  Shopian.
“Water levels in the irrigation canals have 

dropped drastically. We see officials come 
and inspect, but nothing changes on the 
ground,” said Abdul Rashid, a farmer from 
Pulwama. “We feel abandoned.”

The heatwave has worsened the situation. 
With little to no rainfall in recent weeks, 
irrigation sources have dried up, and natural 
springs are running at alarmingly low levels.

Farmers in Awantipora area say the situa-
tion is unprecedented. “We have never seen 
this level of  drought in recent years,” said 
Bashir Ahmad Wani.

They questioned that drought-like situ-
ations are now common and authorities 
should have a proper plan in this regard 
and an emergency pump should have been 
in place.

Officials from the Irrigation Department 
acknowledge the crisis. “We are aware of  the 
situation and are trying to deploy available 
water resources efficiently. However, the 
water level in canals and streams is excep-
tionally low due to prolonged dry weather,” 
said a senior official on the condition of  ano-
nymity.

“If  the government doesn’t act now — 
either by arranging alternate irrigation 
sources or declaring compensation — thou-
sands of  families will suffer crop loss,” said 
Mohammad Amin, a grower from Awanti-
pora.

Farmers urged the administration to 
declare drought-hit zones and ensure the 
supply of  water through mechanical means 
where possible.

If  we had been aware of  this situation 
before, we would have never sown paddy, 
and the authorities too should have informed 
us before, they said.

At many locations, part ofthe  land has 
been drying up after paddy transplantation, 
while another part has been left after tilling 
due to unavailability of  water.

“If  we lose this crop, it’s not just a loss 
of  crops — it’s a loss of  livelihood, dignity, 
and sustenance for thousands,” said another 
distressed farmer from Anantnag.

As the skies stay dry and canals turn into 
dustbeds, the agrarian belt of  south Kash-
mir stares at a crisis that could have long-
lasting consequences on food security and 
rural economy unless swift, concrete steps 
are taken.

Meanwhile, canals irrigating both agricul-
ture and horticulture land in parts of  South 
Kashmir will remain closed for a few days 
from tomorrow.

Lift irrigation schemes, which irrigate 
thousands of  canals of  horticulture land in 
Khiram, Sirhama and other villages, will 
remain closed from tomorrow and this is 
happening for the first time, as per locals.

"In view of  the prevailing drought con-
ditions and prolonged dry spell ,  Ir riga-
t ion scheduling (Warbandi)  is  hereby 
framed for providing irrigation supplies 
to all  the benef iciaries of  the Dadi Canal 
in a phased manner,"  reads the notice 
of  the ir rigation department,  a copy of  
which lies with KNO.

"During the Irrigation Scheduling 
(Warbandi), all Lift Irrigation schemes and 
outlets from villages of  Srigufwara, Hatigam, 
Nowshehra, Khiram, Sirhama, Sheetipora, 
Shalagam and Waghama on Dadi canal shall 
remain closed for day as well as night. The 
Warbandi Schedule shall be implemented 
strictly by the field staff, including Zilladari 
officials in coordination with Pani Samitis 
and Lumberdars concerned," it adds.

Meanwhile, locals said that completely 
shutting down lift irrigation schemes is an 
injustice. They said horticultural areas also 
deserve irrigation facilities at this time.

All schemes should remain functional 
either during the day or at night to ensure 
fair distribution, they said, adding that the 
Dadi Canal is operating at its usual capacity.

"Just like last year, we are equally con-
cerned about drought-like situations in 
Dadoo and other areas, and for that, lift irri-
gation schemes were shut at night in June, so 
this decision needs to be revised," they said.

The residents have requested Deputy Com-
missioner Anantnag to intervene at the earli-
est—(KNO)

Srinagar Logs
minimum settled at 18.2°C, resulting in an 

overall average temperature of  24.6°C.
The only hotter June on record for the city was 

in 1978, when the overall average temperature 
reached 25.0°C, driven by a higher mean maxi-
mum of  32.9°C, though the mean minimum that 
year was lower at 17.1°C, he informed.

“Interestingly, 2008 still holds the record 
for the highest mean minimum temperature 
in June at 18.3°C, slightly above this year’s 
figure,” Keng said.

Notably, an overall average temperature 
of  24.6°C — the same as this year — was also 
recorded in 1971 and 1973, placing 2025 on par 
with some of  the hottest Junes in history.

Qazigund in June 2025 recorded a mean 
maximum of  30.3°C and a mean minimum of  

16.1°C, taking the overall average tempera-
ture to 23.2°C — the highest since 1973.

“Back in 1973, the station had logged its 
hottest June on record with an average of  
23.7°C, with slightly higher values — 30.4°C 
mean maximum and 16.9°C mean minimum,” 
Keng said, adding that June average in 1978 
was also 23.2°C, same as this year, though the 
mean maximum was slightly lower at 30.2°C 
and the minimum a bit higher at 16.2°C.

Qazigund's highest average minimum for 
June remains 17.3°C, recorded in 1971, when 
the overall mean temperature reached 23.3°C, 
he added.

Meanwhile, Srinagar was once again 
hotter than the Jammu region today with 
the mercury settling at 34.2°C while in Qazi-
gund, a maximum temperature of  32.6°C was 
recorded today.

Pahalgam witnessed a maximum temper-
ature of  30.0°C while Kupwara, Kokernag 
and Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort, recorded 
34.7°C, 32.4°C and 24.5°C respectively.

Jammu City, however, recorded below 
normal temperature at 29.0°C, which was 
7.0°C below average temperature.

Banihal recorded a maximum temperature 
of  29.6°C while Batote, Katra and Bhaderwah 
recorded 27.5°C, 26.0°C and 31.8°C respec-
tively.

Furthermore, the weatherman here has 
predicted hot & humid weather conditions 
with possibility of  brief  spell of  rain and 
thundershower at scattered places till July 
04.

However, Director Meteorological depart-
ment (MeT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad said that 
from July 5 to July 7, generally cloudy weath-
er is expected with possibility of  intermittent 
light to moderate rain and thundershower 
at many places. “Few places may receive 
intense showers with heavy rain at isolated 
places of  Jammu division,” he added.

From July 8 to July 10, he said there is 
a possibility of  brief  showers at scattered 
places.

Moreover, in its advisory, the MeT has said 
that flash floods are expected at few vulner-
able places with landslides and mudslides 
& shooting stones as well during July 5 to 
July 7

“Rise in water level in rivers, streams, 
local Nalas & water logging in few low lying 
areas is also expected during the period,” he 
added—(KNO)

CS Reviews Final
concerned departments.
During his walkthrough of  the facility, the 

Chief  Secretary took a detailed assessment 
of  the arrangements ranging from accom-
modation, sanitation and power supply to 
security and registration counters. He asked 
for increasing the number of  registration 
counters to ease the process for the incoming 
pilgrims and minimize waiting times.

The Chief  Secretary also reviewed func-
tioning of  the dedicated control room set up 
to monitor yatra-related activities round-
the-clock.

Highlighting the significance of  seamless 
inter-departmental coordination, he later 
chaired a high-level meeting of  officers. He 
stressed the importance of  ensuring a glitch-
free and safe experience for the pilgrims 
during the entire 38-day yatra period. He 
expressed satisfaction over the meticulous 
efforts of  all the departments. He expressed 
confidence that the arrangements would 
offer pilgrims a comfortable and spiritually 
enriching journey.

Dulloo remarked that every department 
has worked with utmost dedication to create 
a conducive environment for the pilgrims. He 
further observed that our goal is not only to 
ensure their safety and comfort but also to 
leave them with a memorable experience that 
they can carry home with joy.

He also directed the Information Department 
to run a targeted communication campaign 
across the social and mass media platforms to 
provide real-time updates on weather, traffic and 
yatra advisories. The campaign will also help 
allay any doubts or apprehensions among the 
devotees and encourage confident participation 
in the sacred pilgrimage.

Earlier, Divisional Commissioner Jammu 
Ramesh Kumar briefed the Chief  Secre-
tary about the upgraded infrastructure and 
support services put in place this year. He 
informed that boarding, lodging, power, 
water supply, sanitation and fire safety ser-
vices have been significantly enhanced com-
pared to previous years.

IGP, Jammu, Bhim Sen Tuti, also gave a 
comprehensive overview of  the multi-layered 
security grid and traffic management plan 
developed in coordination with other security 
forces. He assured that all necessary measures 
have been taken to ensure a safe, peaceful and 
well-regulated yatra this year as well.
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UT Jammu & Kashmir, Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION BUDGAM
ENGINEERING COMPLEX BUDGAM 

PIN No.191111 E-mail:- xenrnbdivbud@gmail.com, Phone-FAX:- 01951-255208

TENDER NOTICE
 E-tendering NIT No:-17-DB of 2025-26/ 2109-23 DATED:-30-06-2025

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works.

S.No Name of Work Cost of T/ 
Doc. (Rs.)

Earnest 
Money (Rs.)

Time Of 
Completion

Class of 
Contractor

Major Head 
Of Accounts

1 2 4 5 6 7 8

1 Stage Contract for Various Govt. Offices Buildings under 
Jurisdiction of RNB Division Budgam. Rs.200/- Rs.8,000/- F.Y 2025-26 "DEE" 2059 M&B

Position of Funds=committed/under-process
Project Authority/Authorization= Chief Engineer, PWD (R&B) Central Kashmir
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of date given 
below:-
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 30-06-2025
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 30-06-2025
3. Bid submission Start Date 30-06-2025
4. Bid Submission End Date 09-07-2025 Up-to 4.00 P.M.
5. Date & time of opening of Bids 10-07-2025 at 11:00 AM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Budgam

6. Submission of Performance Security (PS) Within 7days of receipt of LOI. The lowest bidders have to provide Rs.20,000/- as 
Performance Security in shape of CDR/FDR

No: 2109-23 Sd/-
DATED:-30/06/2025  EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
 R&B Division Budgam.

DIPK-3159-25
DT: 01/07/2025

India and Bhutan deepen 
strategic defence cooperation 
during Army Chief's visit

IANS 

THIMPHU: Chief  of  the 
Army Staff  (COAS) Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi on 
Tuesday held discussions 
with Lieutenant General 
Batoo Tshering, Chief  
Operations Officer (COO) 
of  the Royal Bhutan Army, 
to further strengthen mili-
tary bonds and deepen 
strategic defence coop-
eration between India and 
Bhutan.

The Indian Army 
Chief  arrived in Bhutan 
on Monday on a four-day 
official visit aimed at fur-
ther enhancing the endur-
ing defence cooperation 
between the two countries. 
He was given a warm and 
gracious welcome at the 
airport by Major General 
Dorji Rinchen, Deputy 
Chief  Operations Officer 
(COO) of  the Royal Bhutan 
Army.

On Tuesday, General 
Dwivedi laid a wreath to 
pay homage at the National 
Memorial Chorten in the 
honour of  Jigme Dorji 
Wangchuck, the third 
Druk Gyalpo of  Bhutan 
and reviewed an impres-
sive Guard of  Honour at 
Tashichho Dzong, a promi-
nent Buddhist monastery 
in the capital.

Later, he held insight-
ful interaction with Lieu-
tenant General Tshering, 
reflecting the deep-rooted 
trust and camaraderie 
between the Indian Army 
and the Royal Bhutan 
Army.

According to Indian 
Army's Additional Direc-
torate General of  Public 
Information (ADGPI), the 
COAS also met the Ambas-
sador of  India to Bhutan, 
Sudhakar Dalela to discuss 
ways to further strengthen 
the vibrant Indo-Bhutan 
strategic ties.

During his visit, the 
COAS will call on Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck, the King of  Bhutan 
and also interact with 
senior officials of  the 
Indian Embassy, Indian 
Military Training Team 
(IMTRAT) and Project 
Dantak.

The visit reflects the 
deep-rooted and time-
tested ties between India 
and Bhutan, and reaffirms 

India's commitment to a 
close and trusted partner.

Meanwhile, the India-
Bhutan Development Coop-
eration talks were held in 
New Delhi on Monday. The 
Indian delegation was led 
by Secretary (West) Tan-
maya Lal while Foreign 
Secretary of  Bhutan Aum 
Pema Choden headed the 
visiting delegation.

India and Bhutan share 
an exemplary partnership 
characterised by trust, 
goodwill, mutual under-
standing at all levels, and 
strong bonds of  friendship 
and close people-to-people 
ties.

The Development Coop-
eration talks are an impor-
tant bilateral mechanism 
to review the full spectrum 

of  India-Bhutan develop-
ment partnership. The 
Government of  India has 
committed support of  INR/
Bhutanese Ngultrum (Nu) 
10,000 Crore (100 billion) 
for Bhutan's 13th Five Year 
Plan period (2024-2029) 
which would cover Proj-
ect Tied Assistance (PTA) 
projects, High Impact Com-
munity Development Proj-
ects (HICDP), support for 
Economic Stimulus Pro-
gramme (ESP) and budget-
ary support in the form of  
Programme Grant.

During the talks, the two 
sides discussed various 
components of  the support 
and reviewed the progress 
in implementation of  the 
projects approved in previ-
ous rounds.

INS Udaygiri: Indian Navy inducts 

second indigenous stealth frigate 

in record time
IANS 

NEW DELHI: In a major 
boost to India's naval capa-
bilities and indigenous 
defence production, the 
Indian Navy received 
INS Udaygiri, the second 
stealth frigate under Proj-
ect 17A, on Tuesday.

Delivered just 37 months 
after its launch, Udaygiri 
reflects a new standard in 
efficiency and innovation.

Built by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Limited 
(MDL) in Mumbai, Udaygi-
ri is a state-of-the-art multi-
mission frigate designed 
to operate in ‘Blue Water’ 
environments and counter 
both conventional and non-
conventional maritime 
threats.

"Udaygiri is a modern 
Avatar of  its predecessor, 
erstwhile INS Udaygiri, 
which was a Steam Ship, 
decommissioned on 24 
August 2007 after render-
ing 31 years of  glorious ser-
vice to the nation," said the 
Ministry of  Defence (MoD).

P17A ships have 
enhanced stealth features 
and are fitted with ‘state-of-
the-art’ weapons and sen-
sors, a significant upgrade 
from the P17 class.

"The ships represent a 
quantum leap in the Indian 
Navy’s in-house design 
capabilities at the Warship 
Design Bureau. The newly 
designed ships are also 

being built employing the 
philosophy of  ‘Integrated 
Construction’, which 
involves extensive pre-out-
fitting at the Block stages 
to reduce the overall build 
periods," said MoD.

The hull of  P17A ships is 
geo-symmetrically larger 
by 4.54 per cent in compari-
son to P17. These ships are 
fitted with an advanced 
weapon and sensor suite 
with enhanced ‘sleek and 
stealthy’ features com-
pared to the P17 class.

The ships are configured 
with Combined Diesel or 

Gas (CODOG) main pro-
pulsion plants, comprising 
a Diesel Engine and Gas 
turbine, driving a Control-
lable Pitch Propeller (CPP) 
on each shaft and a state-
of-the-art Integrated Plat-
form Management System 
(IPMS).

The frigate also symbolis-
es the power of  'Aatmanirb-
harta’ in defence produc-
tion. Over 200 MSMEs 
contributed to Udaygiri’s 
construction, highlighting 
India’s growing shipbuild-
ing ecosystem.

The project has directly 

employed around 4,000 
personnel, with over 10,000 
more benefiting indirectly 
through allied sectors. 
With five more ships under 
construction and expected 
to be delivered by the end 
of  2026, Project 17A marks 
a new chapter in India's 
maritime self-reliance and 
naval modernisation.

The induction of  Uday-
giri not only strengthens 
the Indian Navy’s combat 
readiness but also rein-
forces India's strategic 
footprint across the Indian 
Ocean.

Indo-French joint military exercise 
'Shakti 2025' concludes in France

IANS 

PARIS: The eighth edition 
of  the Indo-French Joint 
Military Exercise 'Shakti' 
concluded on Tuesday 
after two weeks of  inten-
sive training and coopera-
tion between the Indian 
and French armed forces.

Held from June 18 to 
July 1 in France, the exer-
cise was hosted by the 13th 
French Foreign Legion 
Demi-Brigade (13 DBLE) 
and involved more than 
500 personnel from various 
units of  the French Army, 
Foreign Legion, Navy, and 
the French Air and Space 
Force.

India was represented 
by a 90-member contin-
gent, including a Bat-
talion from the Jammu 
and Kashmir Rifles and 
troops from other arms 
and services. The exercise 
featured approximately 
50 armoured and tactical 
vehicles, along with fighter 
jets from both sides.

The exercise was con-
ducted in two phases with 
the first one, held from 
June 18 to 21 in Aveyron’s 
Monclar district, focused 
on joint training in weapon 
handling, combat drills, and 
command coordination.

The second phase, from 
June 22 to 26 in Herault, 
saw the deployment of  the 
Monclar Combined Arms 
Tactical Group (GTIA) in 
an open-field semi-urban 

combat exercise that tested 
troops during both day and 
night operations.

This year’s drill empha-
sised tactical interoper-
ability, use of  modern 
military technology, and 
refining combat strategies. 
French legionnaires had 
previously participated in 
Shakti 2024 in India, and 
both sides reaffirmed their 
commitment to deepen 
military collaboration and 
share best practices.

“Exercise Shakti was 
a vital opportunity for 
Indian and French mili-
tary personnel to boost 
joint operational prepared-
ness for facing the tough-
est combat situations in a 
sub-conventional environ-
ment under Chapter VII of  
the United Nations Char-
ter, with training being 
conducted in a realistic 
semi-urban terrain, while 
strengthening ties with a 
strategic partner”, said a 
press statement from the 
French Embassy in New 
Delhi.

“Serving as an effective 
platform for exchanging 
best practices in tactics, 
techniques, and proce-
dures (TTPS), Exercise 
SHAKTI will pave the way 
for deeper cooperation and 
mutual respect between 
the French and the Indian 
armed forces as well as sig-
nificantly reinforcing the 
Indo-French defence part-
nership”, it added.

Shubhanshu Shukla leads 
experiment to decode 
muscle loss in space

IANS 

NEW DELHI: IAF Group 
Captain Shubhanshu 
Shukla has undertaken a 
key experiment to decode 
muscle health in space 
-- crucial for astronauts 
undertaking long space mis-
sions as well as for people 
with muscle loss on Earth.

Shukla last week script-
ed history by becoming the 
first Indian to reach the 
International Space Station 
(ISS), aboard the Axiom 
Space's mission -4 He along 
with three others from the 
US, Poland, and Hungary 
and seven members of  the 
Expedition 73 led the muscle 
and brain research.

“Shukla worked in 
Kibo’s Life Science Glove-
box checking muscle stem 
cell cultures to learn how 
to maintain muscle health 
in space,” NASA said in a 
blog post. Studying muscle 
degradation in micrograv-
ity -- a key issue that has 
long challenged space med-
icine -- could unlock new 
therapeutic strategies.

“What happens on going 
to space is that because 
gravity is absent, the 
load goes away and hence 
muscle loss occurs. So, 
my experiment is looking 
at whether we can stop or 
delay this muscle loss by 
giving some supplement,” 

Shukla said, during an 
interaction with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
from the orbital lab.

“It has a direct impli-
cation on Earth too that 
these supplements can be 
used on people who suffer 
muscle loss due to old age. 
So, I think it can definitely 
be used there,” the IAF 
Group Caption added.

Axiom Space in its mis-
sion statement noted that 
“the findings can prevent 
muscle atrophy in astro-
nauts during long space 
missions”.

On Earth, it can lead to 
“treatments for muscle-
related diseases and con-
ditions related to aging or 
prolonged immobility,” the 
private American said.

Meanwhile, Shukla 
filmed a video targeted for 
young Indian students dis-
cussing how the digestion 
system adapts to space. He 
also filmed the crew activi-
ties for the Astronaut Mental 
Health study, NASA said.

During the 14-day stay 
at the ISS, the Ax-4 crew 
will conduct around 60 
scientific studies and 
commercial activities in 
microgravity represent-
ing 31 countries, including 
the US, India, Poland, Hun-
gary, Saudi Arabia, Brazil, 
Nigeria, UAE, and nations 
across Europe.

Bangladesh clears all pending 
dues to Adani Power, resolves 
power purchase pact

AAP pushing Punjab into financial 
ruin, says Congress leader Bajwa

EAM Jaishankar reiterates India's right to defend 

against terrorism, asks Quad understanding

IANS 

NEW DELHI: Reaffirming 
the Adani Power Ltd assets 
as a reliable and cost-
competitive power source 
for meeting the country's 
growing energy needs, 
Bangladesh has made its 
single largest payment of  
$437 million last month, 
clearing all pending dues 
to the company.

The neighbouring coun-
try has now requested 
Adani Power, part of  the 
diversified Adani Group, 
to supply power from both 
units as per BPDB (Bangla-
desh Power Development 
Board) schedule, since 
the dues are now settled, 
according to sources on 
Tuesday.

The payment includes 
carrying costs, and issues 
related to the power pur-
chase agreement (PPA).

Moreover, a Letter of  
Credit (LC) worth about 
two months of  billing and 
sovereign guarantee for all 
dues as additional secu-
rity has been established, 
informed sources added. 
The LCs are worth about 
two months of  billing and 
a sovereign guarantee for 
all dues.

Adani Power supplies 
electricity to Bangladesh 
from a dedicated 1,600 MW 
plant located in Godda dis-
trict of  Jharkhand, meet-

ing 10 per cent of  the coun-
try's power demand.

Under the 2017 deal, 
Adani Power's Godda 
power plant was to supply 
100 per cent of  the electric-
ity generated from burn-
ing coal to Bangladesh for 
a period of  25 years.

Bangladesh had in the 
past struggled to meet its 
payment obligations under 
the 2017 deal owing to rising 
import costs and domestic 
political issues. As a result, 
Adani halved its supply last 
year, but full supplies were 
resumed in March 2025 
after the country's monthly 
payments started covering 
some of the dues.

Over the last couple of  
months, Bangladesh has 
been paying $90-100 million 
per month. Last month, 
the country paid $437 mil-
lion. This happened after 
the country suffered from 
increased power shortages 
in rural areas.

With these develop-
ments, lenders are now 
confident of  improving 
Adani Power Ltd’s credit 
rating to AA+ from the 
current AA, which will 
further bring down its cost 
of  funds.

According to sources, 
the latest developments 
vindicate the contract 
established between the 
Bangladesh government 
and Adani Power.

IANS 

CHANDIGARH: Leader 
of  Opposition (LoP) in 
Punjab Assembly, Partap 
Singh Bajwa, on Tuesday 
accused the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP)-led Punjab 
government of  pushing the 
state into financial ruin.

Bajwa highlighted the 
government’s reliance on 
heavy borrowing, warn-
ing that the state is on the 
brink of  bankruptcy.

“The AAP government 
has drowned Punjab in 
debt over its three-year 
tenure. It now plans to 
borrow Rs 8,500 crore in 
the second quarter (July-
September) of  this fiscal 
year -- Rs 2,000 crore in 
July, Rs 3,000 crore in 
August, and Rs 3,500 crore 
in September. This reck-
less borrowing shows no 
regard for the state’s finan-
cial health,” Bajwa said in 
a statement.

He pointed out that 
Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann has appoint-
ed former IMF senior 
economist Arbind Modi 
as Chief  Advisor and 
former World Bank econ-
omist Sebastian James as 
Advisor (Fiscal Affairs) 
to revive Punjab’s strug-
gling economy.

However, Bajwa ques-
tioned the effectiveness 
of  these appointments, 
stating, “Is this the 
expertise that globally 

renowned economists 
are offering the AAP 
government? Even AAP 
leader Arvind Kejriwal, 
who often boasts about 
his revenue management 
skills, has failed to sup-
port Punjab in its hour 
of  need.”

Bajwa noted that when 
AAP assumed power in 
2022, Punjab’s outstand-
ing debt stood at Rs 281,773 
crore. By the end of  2025-
26, the debt is projected 
to reach Rs 400,000 crore, 
with economists estimat-
ing it could climb to Rs 
450,000 crore by 2026-27, 
the final year of  the AAP’s 
term.

“The people of  Punjab 
will bear the burden of  
this massive debt through 
heavy taxation. The AAP 
government will vanish 
from Punjab long before 
the next Assembly elec-
tions,” Bajwa warned.

Contrary to the Con-
gress leader’s asser-
tions, Finance Minister 
Harpal Singh Cheema 
claimed that Punjab has 
seen a record-breaking 
44.44 per cent growth in 
net Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) collections for 
June 2025 and a substan-
tial 27.01 per cent growth 
for the first quarter of  
this fiscal, marking the 
highest-ever GST rev-
enue growth in a fiscal 
quarter and for June in 
the state’s history.

IANS 

WASHINGTON: External 
Affairs Minister (EAM) S 
Jaishankar reiterated on 
Tuesday India's right to 
defend itself  against ter-
rorism and asked the Quad 
to understand it as the 
four-nation group's foreign 
ministers gathered for their 
ministerial.

“India has every right to 
defend its people against 
terrorism, and we will 
exercise that right," he said 
with the US Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio and For-
eign Ministers Penny Wong 
of  Australia and Takeshi 
Iwaya of  Japan standing 
beside him.

"We expect our quad 
partners to understand 

and appreciate that," he 
emphasised.

This is the first Quad 
ministerial where the four 
foreign ministers will be 
meeting together after the 
heinous Pahalgam mas-
sacre on April 22 by Paki-
stan-backed terrorists and 
India's decisive 'Operation 

Sindoor' against them.
Referring to the Pahal-

gam attack, EAM Jaishan-
kar said, "A word about 
terrorism in the light of  
our recent experience: 
The world must display 
zero tolerance. Victims and 
perpetrators must never be 
equated".

Counter-terrorism is 
one of  the elemental items 
in the Quad agenda.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is set to host the 
summit of  the Quad lead-
ers later this year with 
the US President Donald 
Trump and Prime Min-
isters Anthony Albanese 
of  Australia and Shigeru 
Ishiba of  Japan.

"We have some propos-
als on how to make that 
productive," Jaishankar 
said. "I'm sure so do our 
partners, [and] we will dis-
cuss and I'm sure we can 
agree on going about it".

"A lot is happening in 
the world, and I'm sure that 
our exchange of  views will 
be very valuable for all of  
us," he added.
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CS discusses industry-driven ‘Hub & Spoke 
Model’ for ITI modernization with stakeholders

Sakeena Itoo credits SKIMS’s founding to Sher-i-Kashmir
Addresses National Doctors’ Day celebrations at SKIMS

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant 
move aimed at transform-
ing the skilling ecosystem 
of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
Chief  Secretary Atal 
Dulloo Tuesday chaired 
a high-level meeting with 
key government func-
tionaries and prominent 
industry representatives to 
deliberate on implementa-
tion of  the Government of  
India’s flagship scheme for 
modernization of  Industri-
al Training Institutes (ITIs) 
through a hub and spoke 
model.

The meeting witnessed 
participation from Addi-
tional Chief  Secretary, 
Higher Education; Prin-
cipal Secretary, Finance; 
CMD, J&K Bank; Com-
missioner Secretary, 
Industries & Commerce; 
Secretary, Skill Develop-
ment Department (SDD); 
Director General, Budget; 
Directors of  SDD and I&C 
(Jammu/Kashmir) and 
senior representatives 
from leading public and 
private sector enterprises 
including SIDBI, NHPC, 
TCS, IOCL, HPCL, BPCL, 
CVVPL, NHAI and others.

The deliberations 
revolved around the ways 

and means of  implement-
ing the newly launched 
Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme titled ‘National 
Scheme for ITI Upgrada-
tion and Setting up of  
National Centres of  Excel-
lence (NCOE) for Skilling’, 
which carries a massive 
outlay of  ₹60,000 crore, 
comprising Central share 
of  ₹30,000 crore, State share 
of  ₹20,000 crore and Indus-
try/CSR contribution of  
₹10,000 crore.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, the Chief  Secre-
tary emphasized that the 
success of  this ambitious 
skilling initiative hinges 
on a robust public-private 

partnership. He sought 
candid inputs from all par-
ticipants on how best to 
implement the scheme in 
the UT to ensure that the 
youth of  J&K are trained 
with market-relevant skills 
that make them employ-
able and industry-ready.

He called upon the 
industry stakeholders to 
actively adopt and take 
ownership of  hub-and-
spoke clusters by aligning 
them with real-time indus-
trial demands. “You can 
play a pivotal role not only 
in shaping the curriculum 
and upgrading infrastruc-
ture but also in nurturing 
these institutions on pro-
fessional lines,” he told the 
industry leaders, urging 
them to sign MoUs for for-
malizing their commitment 
under the scheme.

Dulloo further instruct-
ed the Skill Development 
Department to explore 
potential partnerships with 
leading PSUs and industrial 
conglomerates across the 
country, tapping into their 
CSR initiatives and techno-
logical expertise.

Speaking during the 
meeting, ACS, Higher Edu-
cation, Shantmanu encour-
aged the stakeholders not 
to be deterred by challeng-

es. He urged for innovative 
engagement models and 
suggested leveraging every 
possible channel for train-
ing, mentoring, and even-
tual placement of  youth 
over time.

Principal Secretary, 
Finance, echoed similar 
sentiments and proposed 
organizing a high-level 
workshop with national 
PSUs and corporate houses 
in Delhi to showcase the 
opportunities and mutual 
benefits of  investing in 
J&K’s skilling ecosystem. 
He also recommended 
benchmarking against suc-
cessful ITI models in Delhi, 
Mumbai, and Gujarat that 
have achieved 100% place-
ment records in recent 
years.

Commissioner Sec-
retary, I&C, Vikramjit 
Singh, suggested explor-
ing models where indus-
try-aligned groups could 
be entrusted with the day-
to-day running of  ITIs, 
thereby ensuring hands-on 
training and direct linkag-
es to employment.

Secretary, SDD, Kumar 
Rajeev Ranjan, presented 
the framework of  the 
scheme, highlighting its 
dual focus—modernizing 
1,000 Government ITIs 

under a hub and spoke 
system with revamped 
industry-aligned trades 
and establishing five 
National Centres of  Excel-
lence for Skilling at select 
National Skill Training 
Institutes (NSTIs).

He informed that select 
well-performing ITIs in 
J&K would be designated 
as hubs, while nearby insti-
tutes would be developed 
as spokes, each cluster sup-
ported by specific industri-
al partners. These partners 
are expected to provide 
managerial support, help 
in co-designing the course 
curriculum, depute expert 
trainers, provide modern 
machinery and equipment, 
and conduct specialized 
training for instructors.

Further, the industrial 
partners are mandated to 
facilitate On-the-Job Train-
ing (OJT) and support real-
world exposure of  trainees, 
thereby bridging the criti-
cal gap between classroom 
learning and practical 
industry needs. Each hub 
is proposed to receive ₹80 
crore and each spoke ₹40 
crore over five years, with 
the financial contribution 
shared in a 50:30:10 ratio by 
the Centre, State/UT and 
Industry respectively.
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SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, Social Welfare and Edu-
cation, Sakeena Itoo Tuesday 
remarked that doctors and 
healthcare professionals are 
backbone of  our nation’s health 
system, having critical role in 
shaping a healthier and more 
resilient society.

The Minister made these 
remarks while addressing 
the National Doctors Day cel-
ebrations at Sher-i-Kashmir 
Institute of  Medical Sciences 
(SKIMS) Soura here.

Director SKIMS, Dr. 
Mohammad Ashraf  Ganie; 
former Director SKIMS, Dr. 
M.S Khuroo; HoDs of  differ-
ent departments and speciali-
ties, Medical Superintendent 
SKIMS, doctors, medical profes-
sionals, researchers, scholars 
and large number of  medical 
students were also present on 
the occasion.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Minister Sakeena said 
that doctors and health-
care professionals deserve 
as much appreciation as we 
can as they form vital for 
building a prosperous and 
healthy society. “This day is 
not just about appreciation, 
it is about deep recognition 
of  healthcare professionals 
and doctors. Doctors are not 
only healers but also pillars 
of  hope for countless fami-
lies. Their tireless service, 
often at great personal risk, 
deserves our highest grati-
tude”, she stated.

The Minister said that doc-
tors play an essential role in 
preserving life and promoting 
well-being and their exper-
tise and judgement guide us 
through some of  life’s most 

critical moments.
She added National Doctors 

Day in India is celebrated to 
honour Dr. B. C. Roy a Distin-
guished Physician and States-
man, whose legacy continues to 
inspire generations of  medical 
professionals.

Terming doctors as true 
warriors, Minister Sakeena 
said that they continue to 
serve the society with compas-
sion, courage and integrity. 
She underlined the critical 
role of  medical professionals 
in shaping a healthier and 
more resilient society. “Doc-
tors often work under pres-
sure, especially during health 
crises. Their sacrifices are a 
true testament to their noble 
profession and it is our respon-
sibility to acknowledge and 
respect the contribution of  our 
doctors”, she stated.

Recognising and appreciat-
ing the invaluable contribu-
tions of  doctors and healthcare 
professionals, the Minister said 
that the Doctor’s Day serves as 
a tribute to the vital role doc-
tors play in healing, protecting 
and strengthening communi-
ties. “They work relentlessly to 
keep people healthy and safe. 
The day serves as a tribute to 
their compassion, resilience 
and pivotal role in the health-
care ecosystem”, she said.

The Minister further said 
that last few years have taught 
us that health care is not a privi-
lege, it is a right and our doc-
tors are not optional, they are 
essential.

While speaking on the impor-
tance of  SKIMS in delivering 
advanced healthcare facilities 
to people of  Jammu and Kash-
mir, Minister Sakeena said 
that this contribution by Sher-
i-Kashmir Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah is incomparable. She 

also commended the SKIMS fac-
ulty and staff  for their unwav-

ering dedication to excellence 
in patient care, research and 

medical education, and reiter-
ated the need for greater insti-

tutional support, infrastruc-
ture, and training to empower 

the healthcare sector in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

“Glory of  SKIMS will be 
restored and we are examining 
the ways for restoring engineer-
ing wing of  the institute”, she 
stated.

In his address, former Direc-
tor SKIMS, Dr. M S Khuroo 
spoke on the importance of  the 
day and said that the theme of  
National Doctor’s Day empha-
sis on the need for well being off  
doctors who prioritise patient 
care at the cost of  their person-
al health. He added that being 
a doctor is blessing as it serves 
the mankind.

Addressing the gathering, 
Director SKIMS, Dr. M.Ashraf  
Ganie spoke in length about the 
achievements of  the institute 
and said that this day honours 
the heroes in white coats, who 
heal with knowledge, compas-
sion, commitment and care.

In his welcome address, 
HoD Hospital Administra-
tion, Dr. G.H Yatoo said that 
this day is a moment for rec-
ognition and commitment of  
those who chose their life for 
service of  mankind. He added 
that during global pandemic, 
we have seen sacrifices of  
medical professionals behind 
the mask battling exhaustion 
and fatigue. He stressed that 
we need to rededicate our-
selves to future where care-
givers are respected everyday 
not only on doctor’s day.

Principal SKIMS Medi-
cal College, Prof  Fazal Qadir; 
Dean Medical Faculty, Prof. 
G.M Gulzar and former HoD 
Hospital Administration, Prof. 
G.J Qadri, also spoke on the 
occasion.

 The Minister on the occa-
sion also distributed promotion 
orders among the staff  of  the 
institute.

Sakeena Itoo felicitates JEE, NEET achievers from Govt Institutions
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SRINAGAR: Minister for Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and Education, Sakeena 
Itoo Tuesday felicitated champion students from 
various Government Institutions of Kashmir valley 
who have excelled in the prestigious JEE and NEET 
examinations this year.

Principal Secretary, School Education depart-
ment, Ram Niwas Sharma; Director School Edu-
cation Kashmir, Dr. G.N Itoo; Secretary JKBOSE, 
Ghulam Hassan Sheikh; Principals, CEOs, faculty 
members, NEER/JEE achievers, parents and large 
number of students were also present on the occa-
sion.

Addressing the gathering, Sakeena Itoo lauded 
the hard work and perseverance of the students and 
acknowledged the crucial role played by govern-
ment school teachers in nurturing talent from the 
grassroots. “These young achievers are not only a 

source of pride for their families but also a beacon 
of hope for the entire region. Their success proves 
that with dedication and access to quality educa-
tion, anything is possible”, Minister Sakeena stated.

She emphasized on the need for continued 
academic mentorship of government school going 
children, especially from rural and underprivileged 
backgrounds to ensure equal opportunities for all.

While appreciating the JEE/NEET achievers, the 
Minister advised them to take this success forward 
with your near and dear ones as well as fellow 
classmates so that they can get inspiration from 
your success. She also appreciated the teachers 
and parents of achievers for their contribution in 
the success of these students.

The Minister on the occasion, also called upon 
the department to conduct regular capacity build-
ing programmes for the teachers as per the demand 
and evolving needs of education system.

Addressing the gathering, Principal Secretary, 

School Education department congratulated the 
achievers for their remarkable success in JEE/NEET 
exams. He advised the students to be the flag 
bearers of inspiration for the young school going 
students.

In his welcome address, Director School Educa-
tion Kashmir lauded the hard work and determina-
tion of the achievers, emphasizing that their success 
is a testament to the improving quality of education 
in government schools.

He also acknowledged the dedication of teach-
ers and the various support programs launched by 
the department to bridge the educational gap and 
promote competitive exam preparation among 
underprivileged students.

The Minister, on the occasion, also distributed 
tablets among the achievers for their remarkable 
achievements. Several teachers, nodal officers and 
other staff was also felicitated by the Minister on 
the occasion.

Houseboat Association, Dal dwellers call 
on CM Omar; flag long-pending issues
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SRINAGAR: A deputation 
comprising Dal dwellers, 
including representatives 
of  houseboat and shikara 
owners, Tuesday called 
on Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah to apprise him 
about various issues con-
fronting them.

The meeting was held 
to address long standing 
grievances and to discuss 
the sustainable livelihood 
solutions for communities 
dependent on Dal Lake.

The interaction was 
attended by Advisor to 
the Chief  Minister Nasir 
Aslam Wani, MLA Zadibal 
Tanvir Sadiq, Additional 
Chief  Secretary to the 
Chief  Minister Dheeraj 
Gupta, Director General 
Fire & Emergency Services 
J&K, Commissioner Secre-
taries of  Forest, Ecology & 
Environment, Tourism, 
Housing & Urban Develop-
ment; Director Tourism, 
Vice Chairpersons of  the 
Lakes Conservation and 
Management Authority 
(LCMA), Srinagar Develop-
ment Authority and other 
senior officials.

Representatives of  the 
Houseboat owners asso-
ciation, Shikara owners 
union and Dal dwellers’ 
community participated in 
the meeting and put forth 

their concerns and issues.
At the outset, MLA 

Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq 
gave a detailed briefing to 
the Chief  Minister on the 
issues raised by the visit-
ing deputation.

The president of  the 
Houseboat owners associa-
tion highlighted key con-
cerns of  the community, 
particularly the delay in 
the renewal of  licences of  
houseboats. He also raised 
the matter of  rehabilita-
tion for houseboat owners 
currently located in River 
Jhelum and Chounti Khul, 
who are willing to relocate 
voluntarily to more sus-
tainable locations. He fur-
ther stressed the need for 
dedicated space at Srinagar 
Airport and Srinagar Rail-
way Station to promote 
and market houseboats as 
a unique tourism asset and 
renovation of  facilities at 

Chinar Bagh. The demand 
for setting up a dedicated 
fire station near Nigeen 
Lake, given the vulnerabil-
ity of houseboats to fire acci-
dents, was also reiterated.

Members of  the Dal 
dwellers’ community 
urged the administration 
to take up urgent repair 
and renovation work of  
the wooden culverts and 
bridges that are integral 
for community movement, 
especially ahead of  the 
Muharram processions. 
They also flagged the need 
for improvement in basic 
amenities for the residents 
living in the interiors of  
the lake.

They also brought atten-
tion to the lack of  a reliable 
mechanism for the trans-
portation of  essential 
ration to the interiors of  
the lake, affecting the daily 
lives of  inhabitants.

Deputy CM reviews SANJY-2025 

arrangements via Baltal axis

Calls for coordinated efforts to ensure smooth, safe Yatra

YUVA CONNECT empowering youth for 
nation building under Viksit Bharat
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SRINAGAR: In a major 
stride towards youth-led 
national development, 
the YUVA CONNECT ini-
tiative under the Viksit 
Bharat@2047 mission has 
been launched to ignite 
civic awareness, leader-
ship and active participa-
tion among India’s young 
population.

Spearheaded by the 
Union Ministry for Youth 
Affairs and Sports, the 
initiative is being imple-
mented across premier 
higher education institu-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir. These included IIT 
Jammu, IIM Jammu, NIT 
Srinagar, Jammu Uni-
versity, SMVDU, AIIMS 
Vijaypur and various 
degree colleges.

The initiative was for-

mally introduced during 
an informative session that 
outlined the implementa-
tion framework, with 
activities and timelines as 
per the Concept Note circu-
lated by the Ministry.

The interactive virtual 
session was chaired by 
Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports, Man-
sukh Mandaviya and was 
attended by Sports Minis-
ters for different States/
UTs of  the country.

Speaking during the 
interaction session, Min-
ister for Youth Services 
and Sports, J&K, Satish 
Sharma, emphasized the 
pivotal role of  youth in 
shaping a progressive 
nation. He said, “YUVA 
CONNECT is not just a 
program, it’s a movement 
to empower our students 
with the tools of  leader-

ship, civic responsibil-
ity and innovation. As we 
march towards a developed 
India by 2047, our youth 
must be at the forefront, 
acting as torchbearers of  
social transformation and 
inclusive development.”

The Minister highlight-
ed the need for developing 
border sports and allied 
infrastructure in J&K, 
promoting economic 
upliftment and provide 
psychological relief  to the 
residents living in tense 
border environments. He 
urged the Union Sports 
Ministry for prioritis-
ing the border areas by 
providing special finan-
cial assistance/package 
in order to built a better 
Sports infrastructure 
and to create a conducive 
sports environment in 
these vulnerable areas.
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GANDERBAL: Deputy Chief 
Minister, Surinder Choudhary, 
Tuesday conducted an exten-
sive visit to Baltal to assess the 
arrangements being put in place 
for smooth conduct of Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra (SANJY)-2025 via 
Baltal axis.

The Deputy CM chaired a 
high-level meeting at JKTDC 
Sonamarg and was briefed by 
the district administration and 
concerned departments regard-
ing the measures being taken 
to ensure the safety, comfort 
and smooth movement of the 
pilgrims.

During the visit, the Deputy 
Chief Minister held a detailed 
department-wise review of the 
Yatra arrangements at the Baltal 
Base Camp and along the Yatra 

route. Expressing satisfaction 
over the ongoing preparations, he 
commended the district adminis-
tration and all line departments 
for their timely efforts in making 
adequate arrangements well in 
advance.

While interacting with the 
officers, the Deputy CM empha-
sized the importance of team-
work and inter-departmental 
coordination. “The departments 
are the face of the government 
on the ground and we must 
work together to ensure a safe 
and successful Yatra,” he said. 
He further stated that the suc-
cessful conduct of Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra would send a posi-
tive message across the coun-
try and serve as a milestone in 
reviving tourism in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Highlighting the significance 

of the Yatra, he said, “This is not 
just a pilgrimage; it is a major fes-
tival for the entire Union Territory. 
Devotees from all corners of the 
country will visit and it is our col-
lective responsibility to welcome 
and facilitate them in the best 
possible manner.”

The Deputy Chief Minister 
also commended the BRO for 
their significant contribution in 
development and maintenance 
of the Yatra track from Domail 
to the Holy Cave, which plays 
a critical role in ensuring the 
safety and accessibility for the 
pilgrims. He also urged all the 
departments to remain proac-
tive and ensure that all neces-
sary arrangements are in place, 
with a special focus on safety, 
sanitation, healthcare, traffic 
management and other essen-
tial services.

Rana reviews PMGSY 

projects in Poonch
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SRINAGAR: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Affairs, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, Tuesday chaired a 
meeting at the Civil Secretariat 
Srinagar to review the status 
of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY) projects in 
Poonch.

The meeting aimed to assess the 
progress on ongoing road projects 
and identify areas for improvement.

During the review, the Minister 
directed the concerned authori-

ties to expedite the progress on 
works and achieve the set targets 
within the stipulated timelines. 
He emphasized that completion 
of these projects would provide 
tangible benefits to the common 
masses, including reliable road 
access and economic opportunities.

The Minister stressed the 
importance of adhering to qual-
ity standards in the projects to 
ensure development of durable 
assets. He instructed the officers 
to conduct regular monitoring of 
the work being executed in their 
respective jurisdictions.


