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is passionate about even stronger India-UK ties.
‘Chillai Khurd’ Likely
To End On Wet Note

2 Kashmiri
Men Held With
Rs 2 CrCash

AGENCIES

Shah Asks J&K Govt To Ensure

10- Day Long Chlllal Bachha To Commence From Today

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: After Chilla-i-
Kalan-- the 40-day harshest
winter period-- ended on
a dry note in Kashmir, the
20-day small cold known as
“Chillai Khurd” too failed to
bring any major respite.

However, as the 20-day
small cold is all set to culmi-
nate on (Wednesday Febru-
ary 19), the weatherman has
predicted light to moderate
rain and snow at many places
on its last day.

The fresh rains and snow
in Jammu and Kashmir will
likely end the prolonged dry
spell tomorrow as a two-day
wet spell is expected to bring
rains and snow in J&K till
Thursday.

Notably, after a 20-day
long Chillai-Khurd (small
cold) that occurs between
January 31 and February 19,
a 10-day long Chillai-Bachha
(baby cold) will commence

from February 20 to March 2.

Director Meteorological
(MeT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad
told alocal news agency KNO
there is a possibility of light
to moderate rain and snow at
many places during 19th eve-
ning to 20th late afternoon.
“The fresh Western Distur-
bance is all set to hit the
Union Territory,” he added.

Dr Ahmad said that the
plains of Kashmir & Jammu
may receive light to moder-
ate rain and thunder with
gusty winds at few places,
adding that the higher reach-
es of Chenab Valley & South
Kashmir may receive mod-
erate snowfall up to around
10 inches while the higher
reaches of north & Central
Kashmir may receive snow-
fall up to 8 inches.

Meanwhile, an Indepen-
dent Weather Forecaster,
Faizan Arif Keng said that a
fresh Western Disturbance is
set to eP-06

Implementation Of New Laws

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Tuesday asked the Jammu
and Kashmir administration
to ensure full implementa-
tion of the three new crimi-
nal laws in the Union Terri-
tory by April 2025.

Chairing a review meet-
ing on the implementation
of three new criminal laws
in Jammu and Kashmir in
the presence of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and

Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah here on Tuesday, the
Home Minister also reviewed
the implementation and pres-
ent status of various new
provisions related to police,
prisons, courts, prosecution,
and forensics in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was attended
by the Union Home Secre-
tary, Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police
of Jammu and Kashmir,
the Director General of the
Bureau of Police Research
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implementation of

Three New Criminal Luws

and Development (BPRD),
the Director General of the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), and other
senior officials from the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA)
and the UT administration.

During the discussion in
the meeting, Shah said that
optimum use of technology
should be made to ensure
speedy justice under the
three new criminal laws. He
asked the UT administration
to ensure full implementa-
tion of the three oP-06

Will Aware People
Of New Criminal
Laws: CM Omar

JAMMU: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said on Tuesday that
although the implementation of
the new criminal laws was not
the responsibility of the elected
government in the union ter-
ritory, his government would
make people aware of the new
laws.

Speaking to reporters after
he attended the meeting chaired
by the Union Home Minister,
CM Omar Abdullah said, “As
far as the elected government is
concerned, it is not our respon-
sibility to implement these laws.
Since these are new laws, people
should be aware of them. For
this, the elected government
needs to do more.”

He said that Jammu and
Kashmir had done better in
the implementation of these
new laws, but a few weak areas
needed to be addressed.

The Chief Minister said he
had discussed the security situ-
ation in the UT with the Union
Home Minister eP-06

“ HE ALSO STRESSED ON THE NEED TO FIX RESPONSIBILITY OF POLICE OFFICERS to
expedite the process of filing chargesheets. He said that every police station in Jammu and Kashmir should put the
maximum use of the National Automated Fingerprint Identification System (NAFIS) into practice.

JAMMU: Police on Tues-
day arrested two persons
along with around two
crores of cash on Nation-
al Highway in Lakhanpur
area of Kathua, the state
border town between Jam-
mu-Kashmir and Punjab.
A local news agency
KNO reported that on a tip
off, police laid a surprise
check post at Lakhanpur
and intercepted a Hyun-
dai Creta bearing registra-
tion number HR98J- 9889,
heading towards Kashmir.
Police searched the
vehicle and found eP-06

Suspected IEDs
Defused In
South Kashmir

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Security
forces detected two suspi-
cious objects on Tuesday
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Shopian and Tral areas,
officials said here.

In Shopian the suspi-
cious object was found
in Kashwa Chitragam
village while in Tral the
object was found in Ping-
lish Nagwadi village of
Tral area.

Officials said the two
areas have been cordoned
off and the bomb eP-06

IGP Kashmir Discusses
Summer Operu’rion Strategy

Lauds Police, CRPF For Maintaining Law & Order

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Kash-
mir Zone, V.K. Birdi on Tues-
day commended the efforts
of police and the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
in maintaining law and order
in the Valley and stressed
the need for continued col-
laboration to strengthen the
region’s security framework.

Chairing a high-level joint
security review meeting of
police and CRPF at DPO
Anantnag, the IGP also held
discussions with the offi-
cers on the summer opera-
tion strategy, outlining key
security tactics and contin-

gency plans for the upcoming
season.

The meeting also focused
on enhanced coordination,
joint resource utilization,
and operational efficiency.
Senior officers from the
Police and CRPF, deliberated
on joint deployment strate-
gies, operational prepared-
ness, and emerging security
challenges.

The IGP Kashmir com-
mended the efforts of both
forces in maintaining law
and order and stressed the
need for continued collabo-
ration to strengthen the
region’s security framework.

He also inspected the Spe-
cial Operations eP-06

Jammu & Kashmr Court Sentences

Paedophile To 14 Yrs In Jail

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate (CJM) in J&K’s
Sopore town on Tuesday sen-
tenced a notorious paedophile
to 14 years of rigorous impris-
onment and a fine of Rs one lakh.

Mir Wajahat, CJM Sopore
passed a conviction order on
self-styled spiritual healer,
Aijaz Sheikh on Tuesday sen-
tencing him to 14 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment and a fine of
Rs 1 Lakh for repeatedly sexu-
ally abusing two victims over a
decade.

Advocate Ayshia Zahgeer for
the victims told reporters that
the accused had been convicted
yesterday.

The matter was reserved for
arguments today on the quantum
of the sentence.

The CJM Sopore sentenced
the accused to seven years of rig-
orous imprisonment each for two

victims in this case. The sentenc-
es will run consecutively, he will
be in rigorous imprisonment for
14 years and a fine of Rs 50,000 for
each of the victims. Rs 45,000 has
been directed to be deposited as
compensation and the CJM has
also said that the victims are at

liberty to approach appropriate
forums for their compensation
in their capacities.

Aijaz Ahmad Sheikh had been
impersonating as a faith healer
and victimised minor girls by
exploiting the credulous parents.
There was eP-06

Bank Officer Among 5 Held
In Multi-Crore Loan ‘Scam’

AGENCIES

JAMMU: The crime
branch of the Jammu
and Kashmir Police
has arrested five
accused, includ-
ing a former
manager of the
Jammu and
Kashmir Bank, in
connection with an
alleged multi-crore-
rupee loan scam here,
the agency said on Tuesday.

The case was registered in
2023 on a written complaint
from Mohammad Shakeel,
the chief manager of the
supervision and control divi-
sion of the bank’s Jammu
zonal office.

The complainant alleged
that Saleem Yousuf Bhatti,
a contractual employee of
the Integrated Watershed
Management Programme
(IWMP), Poonch, and others
got the inactive accounts of
the watershed committee in
the bank’s Lassana branch
in Surankote activated.

The accused allegedly
got the nomenclature of the
accounts changed, issued
fake salary certifi-
cates and confir-
mation letters to
different non-
existing employ-
ees and managed
to get personal
loans, cash-credit
loans and car loans
by posing themselves
as government employ-
ees, a spokesperson of the
crime branch said.

He said the accused also
managed to open fraudulent
government accounts at
the bank’s branch offices at
Mendhar and Mendhar Bus
Stand.

They first deposited
money through different
banks in the accounts of the
watershed committee and
the fake accounts opened by
them, issued fake author-
ity letters instructing the
branches to disburse and
credit the salary in the indi-
vidual accounts eP-06

CPI (M) Resolutions Call

For Statehood, KPs Return

and civil 11bert1es rehabilita-

AGENCIS

JAMMU: The CPI(M) adopted
resolutions on the immediate
restoration of the statehood of

tion of Kashmiri migrants, land
laws, trade union rights and
nec- essary steps for boosting
agriculture and

Amit Shah made to the peo
of J&K.
“The dual nature of the g

promise Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home Minister

Those Playing

With Students

Career Will Fuce Action: ltoo

ple

oV-

70-80% Textbooks Almost Reached District Levels]

Jammu and Kashmir and the
return and rehabilitation
of Kashmiri Pandits at

the two-day state confer-

ence of the party, a senior
leader said.

The CPI(M)’s 13th state con-
ference ended here on Tuesday,
which was attended by coordi-
nator and polit bureau member
Prakash Karat, All India Kisan
Sabha president Ashok Dha-
wale and MLA M Y Tarigami.

The conference
concluded by electing
a state committee of 2 3
members.

“Several resolutions were
adopted at the conference,
which among other things
demanded the immediate resto-
ration of statehood, democratic

horticulture
produce,”
Tarigami

told PTI.

The resolution with regard
to the restoration of statehood
urged all secular parties within
and outside J-K to raise their
voice for the fulfilment of the

Restoration of
Statehood?

ernance system is a fraud with
the mandate of the people. We
want full restoration of the
statehood to allow the
elected government
to run the state in
accordance with the
aspirations of the
people,” he said.

Tarigami said opposi-
tion parties have a bigger
responsibility in the coun-
try and they should raise
their voice in support of
J-K within and outside the

parliament.

He also demanded a review
of the cases of all those jailed in
the aftermath of the 2019 bifur-
cation of the erstwhile state
into two Union territories and
revocation of its eP-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Education Min-
ister, Sakina Itoo Tuesday said
that the government will take
action against schools that
are found playing the career
of students.

Speaking to the reporters,
Itoo said, “It is very unfor-
tunate that some eligible
students could not appear in
annual regular board exams
of 10th standard due to the
lackadaisical approach at

$CM Ko

some levels.”

The education minister
said that the government had
initiated an inquiry into the
matter. “Enquiry committee
in this regard has been con-
stituted and whosoever will be
found guilty will face action.
Playing with the career of stu-
dents is unacceptable.”

“We will try to do whatever
is feasible for the eligible stu-
dents who couldn’t appear in
Class-10 exams,” Itoo said.

Besides, the eP-06

MHA Re-Designates LG
Advisor’s Post

Dr Pawan Kotwal Becomes First Chief Secy Of Ladakh

AGENCIES

LEH: The Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)
has re-designated
the post of Advi-
sor to Lieuten-
ant Governor of
Ladakh as Chief
Secretary of the
Union Territory.

According to
reports, the General
Administration Depart-
ment of Ladakh issued an
“Office Memorandum”
announcing the re-designa-
tion of the post of Advisor
to the Lieutenant Governor
as Chief Secretary, UT of
Ladakh.

This decision, according
to the officials, follows the
notification dated January
3, 2025, issued by the Depart-
ment of Personnel & Train-
ing (DoPT), Government of
India and has been approved
by the Competent Author-
ity in the Ministry of Home

Affairs.
Pertinently, an IAS offi-
cer of the 1994 batch
. (AGMUT cadre),

; ~ Dr. Pawan Kotwal
% currently serves
‘ as the Advisor

to the Lieuten-

ant Governor

of Ladakh and

will now assume

the designation

of Chief Secretary,

UT of Ladakh, with no

change in his duties and
responsibilities.

“All official communica-
tions previously addressed
to the Advisor to Lieuten-
ant Governor shall now be
directed to the Chief Secre-
tary of Ladakh.”

This decision marks a
significant milestone in
Ladakh’s administrative
evolution, making Dr. Pawan
Kotwal the first Chief Secre-
tary of the Union Territory.

A highly respected civil
servant, Dr. Kotwal eP-06
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NAKSHA76 Pilot Programme Launched for Urban Habitations in Pattan

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The
National Geospatial Knowl-
edge-Based Land Survey
of Urban Habitations
(NAKSHA) was launched
Tuesday at Government
Degree College Pattan as
part of a nationwide pilot
initiative under the Digital
India Land Records Mod-
ernization Programme

(DILRMP).

Member Legislative
Assembly (MLA) Pattan,
Javed Reyaz Bedar, and
Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa,
launched the event at
Degree College Pattan.

Jammu and Kashmir is
among the regions selected
for this initiative, with four
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs)
identified for the pilot proj-

ect, including Pattan.

The programme aims
to modernize land records
using advanced geospatial
technology, ensuring accu-
racy, transparency, and
efficiency in urban land
management.

Speaking on the occasion,
MLA Javed Reyaz Bedar
highlighted the significance
of accurate land records in
streamlining urban plan-

ning and ensuring transpar-
ency in governance.

DC Minga Sherpa,
emphasized the adminis-
tration’s commitment to
leveraging technology for
efficient land management,
reducing disputes, and
enhancing urban develop-
ment through reliable geo-
spatial data.

The event was attended
by Sub-Divisional Magis-

trate Pattan, Gulzar Ahmad,
Tehsildar Pattan, Executive
Officer Municipal Commit-
tee Pattan and other Officers
and officials from concerned
departments besides local
residents.

An Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication
(IEC) campaign was also
conducted to create aware-
ness regarding the benefits
of programme.
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LDBC Commission assesses implications of
backwardness among OBC’s

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu
& Kashmir Local Bodies
Dedicated Backward
Classes Commission
chaired by Justice (Retd.)
Janak Raj Kotwal, and its
Members; R.K. Bhagat
IAS (Retd.) and Profes-
sor M. S. Bhadwal visit-

ed District Headquarter
Baramulla as a part of
their outreach and met
the stakeholders from
different panchayats
and Urban Local Bodies
of Districts Baramulla,
Kupwara and Bandipora
to assess the implications
of backwardness among
OBC’s in direct elections

to the local bodies.

The Commission was
apprised by the delega-
tions about the problems
faced by the OBC commu-
nity in getting represen-
tation in the local bodies
and the circumstances
that prevent them in get-
ting elected to the rural
local bodies.

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir 105 | JK04I6582 | ABDUL RASHID DAR ABDUL RAHMAN DAR D ey _HARRI SHARIF P CHAR SHARIEF BADGAM . Badgam
106 | JK04J4725 | ABDULROUF KHAN ABDUL AZIZ KHAN JAGU KHAREN ZUGOO KHAREN NEAR MAIN ROAD Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
107_| JKO4J7215_| ADIL HUSSAIN MALIK ALIMOHAMMAD MALIK KARIPORA BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
108_| JK04J1918_| ADILHUSSAINMIR MOHAMMAD MAQBOOLMIR | GARAND KALAN Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
109 | JK04J4530 | AAZ MUSHTAQ (/0: MUSHTAQ AHMAD DOOLI | KACHWARIHILL Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
110_| JK04J4262 |ALTAFMAJID WANI ABDULMAJID WANI DEWBAGH GOPAL SAIF CHADOORA BADGAM, Jammu Jammu and Kashmir 191113
11_| JK04J4500 [AMIRNAZIR NAZIR AHMAD BHAT CHADURA GOPALPORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
y 12 | JKO4J2817 |ARIFAT GUL D0: SHULANMOHAMMAD. | \STAN PORA CHATAR GAM CHATTERGAM Badgam Jammuand Kashimi 9113
~Mail- ; . Pi . 113_|_JK04I8TI7_|ARSHID AHMAD DAR MOHAMMAD SULTANDAR | CHADURA SURASYAR Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
E-Mail. artobudgam1@gmail.com; Pin Code: 191111, Ph. No. 01951315001 114_| JK04J6622 |ARSHIDAMIRZA MIRZAMAQSOOD ALI BEIGH | RESHIPORA BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
PU B LI c N OT I C E 115_ | JKO4J5744 | ASHIQ AHMED BEIGH GULAMMOHAMMADBEIGH | NEAR MASJID BUNIPORA BEERWAH Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
16 | JK0430580 |DANISHNOOR NOOR MOHAMMAD RATHER ]C;-ISEAmDARA CHAWANPORA CHEWDARA NEAR MASJID Badgam Jammu and Kashmir
Through the medium of this Public Notice, all the vehicle owners who have not obtained the route permits of their 17| JK04J6286 | DANISHRAFIQ /0: MOHD RAFIQ BANGROD _ | BADGAM NARKARA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
vehicles till date (as per the enclosed list), are hereby informed to obtain route permits of their vehicles within a 118 | JK04J7608 |FEROOZ AHMAD NAJAR GHULAM NABINAJAR MAIN ROAD GUDA SATHU Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
period of 15 days from the date of issuance of this Public Notice, failing which all such vehicles shall be seized and 119 | JKO4J4412 |FEROZ AHMAD RATHER GHULAM MOHI UD DIN RATHER | QANUNGO PORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
action as warranted under the Motor Vehicles Act and Rules framed thereunder, shall be initiated against them. 120 | JK04J5298 |GAZIMUJEEB ULRAHMANRATHER | GAZI ABDUL RAHMAN RATHER |JAWALAPORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
NO.-ARTO/BUD/2024-25/3449-54 ! Sd/- 121_| JK04J4858 |GH QADIR SHEIKH (/0: SUBHAN SHEIKH SUGIN YARINAR Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
: . . YAGI PORA C MAGAM BEERWAH BADGAM BEERWAH JAMMU AND KASHMIR Badgam
Dated:- 15 /02/2025 Assistant Reg’ona[ Transport Oﬁcer 122 | JK04J6240 [GHULAM MUSTAFAMIR MOHAMMAD JAFFER MIR Jammu and Kashmir 193411 8
Budgam 123_| JK04J2421 |GOWHAR AHMAD BHAT GHULAM RASOOL BHAT BORWAH BUDGAM CHADURA CHADURA BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
SNo | VehideNo OwnerName Father Name Owner Address 124_| JK04J6502 | GULAFSHANKHAN (/0ISHRAQHUSSAINKHAN __|HOUSING COLONY OMPORA BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
1 | JK04H5228 | ABDUL AHAD WANI ABDUL AZIZ WANI RUSSO,BEERWAH BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 125 | JK04J3568 |GULSHAN C/0: GHULAMRASOOL KHAN  |BAGH MEHTAB DHRAMBUGH Srinagar Jammu and Kashmir 190019
2 | JKO5L7636 |AIJAZ AHMAD MIR S/0ALIMOHD MIR R/0 DADNA TEH & DISTT BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 126 | JK04J6293 [GULZAR AHMAD MIR GHULAM MOHD MIR SHAHZADPORA CHATAR GAM CHATTERGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
3 | JKO4H6716 | ALJAZ AHMAD SHEIKH ALI MOHAMMAD SHEIKH RAZI WAN .BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 127 | JK04J3312 |GULZAR AHMAD NAZAR GHULAM AHMAD NAJAR MAZAHAMA MAZEHAMA BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
4| JK04HG6766 | ALIMOHAMMAD DAR MOHAMMAD JAFAR DAR NEAR MASJID ISKANDER PORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 128 | JKOA4J0914 |HALEEMABANQ W/0: MUSHTAQ AHMADDAR _|Z00HAMA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113 i
5 | JKO4H4T44 | ALYAAS AHMAD BHAT MOHAMMAD YOUSUF SOIBUGH BUDGAM JAMMU AND KASHMIR Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 129 | JK04J2307 |IMRAN ALI SHEIKH MOHAMMAD ALTAF SHEIKH ASTAN PORA CHATAR GAM CHATTERGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
6 | JK04H9400 | ANJUMAN ABDULLAH IRFAN HUSSAIN RATHER CHATTER GRAM CHATTER GRAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113 130 | JK0AJ3279 |IMRANRASOOL GHRASOOL BHAT BUDGAM . Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 _
7 | JK04H5428 |BILAL AHMAD DAR GHULAM MOHAMMAD DAR NARBAL BUDGAM BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401 131 | JK04J3296 |IRFAN AHMAD DINDA ABDUL RASHEED DENDA GOJATHAJINEAR MAINROAD Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
NEAR JAMIA MOHLLAH KAMBAY MOHLLAH CHEWDARA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 132 | JK04J2287 [IRFAN AHMAD YATOO BASHIR AHMAD YATOO HAYAT PORA BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
8 | JKD4HG135 | GHULAM NABI GANAEI GHULAM AHMAD GANAEI 103411 133_| JK04J6256 |IRSHAD AHMAD KOZGAR FAROOQ AHMAD KOZGAR BAGATI KANI PORA KANI HAMA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 190015
9| JK04H9034 |HILAL AHMAD BHAT GHULAM RASOOL BHAT KUTHIPORA CHATAR GAM_Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113 134_| JKO4/1244 |ISHFAQ AHMAD KHAN (/0: SHAZAD AHMAD KHAN | GUNDI PORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
10 | JK04H6950 |HILAL AHMAD RATHER MOHAMMAD ABASS RATHER | YAGI PORA, MAGAM BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401 135 | JKO41273 [ISHFAQ AHMAD SHEIKH GHULAM MOHAMMAD SHEIKH |ITNA SECHIN BANET SECHIN BANET Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
R/0 ASTANPORA, CHATLERGAM BUDGAM NEAR HOSPITAL Badgam Jammu and Kash- 136 | JK04J6584 |ISHFAQ HUSSAIN DAR C/0: GH HUSSAIN DAR MAHWARA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
11| JKO4HG108 | IMRAN ALI SHEIKH MOHD ALTAF SHEIKH mir 191113 137_| JK04J6136_|ISHTIVAAQ MAQBOOL MOHAMMAD MAQBOOLBHAT | TILSARA CHARRI SHARIF Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 19TTT]
12_| JK04H629% |IMTIYAZA BANO ABDUL KHALIQ GANAIE ALAMNAG BEERWAH BUDGAM NEAR SCHOOL Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 138 | JK04J3542 |JAHANGIR AHMAD WANI ALI MOHAMMAD WANI BADRAN NAIK MOHALLAH Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
13_| JKO4HD165 [IRSHAD AHMAD BHAT GULAMMOHAMMAD BHAT | SURASYAR CHADURA BADGAM,CHADOORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113 139_| JK04J6583 [JAN MOHAMMAD DAR MOHAMMAD MAQBOOL DAR | DURBUGH BHAT MOHALL CHADOORA CHADURA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
14| JKO4HT74T [JAVAID AHMAD MALIK GULAMMOHAMMAD MALIK | NEAR IMAMBADA ISKANDERPORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 140 | JK04HOB26 [JAVAID AHMAD SHEIKH ABDUL SALAM SHIEKH MAGAM MATIPORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401
15_| JK04H6026 | KHURSHEED AHMAD LONE ABDUL RASHID LONE HARDU MALPORA BANDAGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 141 | JK04J3081 [JAVID AHMAD SHEIKH MOHAMMAD RAFIQSHEIKH |- ICHGAM - Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
16 | JKO4HA424 | MAKHTAR AHMAD DAR ABDUL KAREEN DAR BAGH SHUKAR SHAH CHINAR BAGH (PUHROD) PAMPORE Badgam lammu and kashani 142 | JK04I3260 |JOZIANABI GHULAM NABI MAGRAY B P WOOSA KHALISA KAWSA KHALISA BEERWAH Badgam Jammu and
ASTAN PORA CHATAR GAM,BUDGAM CHATTERGAM,TEHSIL-WANPORA Badgam Jammu 143_| JKO4HOTTI |KANEEZ SAKEENA MOHAMMAD ABDULLAHMIR |- BEERWAH KUCHAY PORA MAGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
17| JKO4HS097 |MANZOOR AHMAD SHEIKH NAZIR AHMAD SHEIKH and Kashmir 191113 144_| JK04H9792 |KHURSHEED AHMAD GANIE MANZOORAHMADGANIE____|-BADGAM DAR MOHALLA OMPORA_Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 19111
18_| JK04H6445 [ MOHMAD AMIN KUMAR ABDUL FATAH KUMAR NEAR MASJID ZAHID BAGH GUND BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 145 | JKD4HO642 [LATEEF HUSSAIN DAR ALIMOHAMAD DAR -BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 o
19| JKO4HT728 |MR.ADNAN RASHID PANDIT ABDUL RASHID PANDIT SHEIKH PORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 146_| JK04J6586 |LATIEF AHMAD BHAT GHULAM QADIR BHAT DANGARPORA WATHORA CHADURA CHADOORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
20| JK04H8392 [MRDANISH NOOR NOORMOHAMMAD RATHER | NEARMASJID CHAWANPORA CHEWDARA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 147_| JKO4JT734_|MANZOOR AHMAD GNAIE ABDUL REHMAN GANIE BUDGAM BATPORA BATA PORA_Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
21| JK04H6265 |MRJAHANGEER ALIMALIK MOHAMMAD ASHRAF MALIK | SEHPORA MAGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401 PAKHER PORA CHARRI SHARIF BADGAM CHARSHARIEF Badgam Jammu and Kashmir
22| JK04HT527 |MRS.BILQUSA IRFAN AHMAD SHEIKH NEAR MASJID BUNPORA OHANGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411 148 | JKDAIZ413 | MANZOOR AHMADMIR MOHAMMAD ABDULLAHMIR 107177
23| JK04HO192 |MRS YASMEENA AKTHER SHERAZ AHMAD DAR BUN MAKHAMA MAGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401 149 | JK04J3173_|MAQSOOD AHMAD RATHER FAYAZ AHMAD RATHER BADGAM DARD PORA_Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
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25 | JKO4HB162 |MUZAFFAR GANI ABDUL GANI DAR CHADURA SURASYAR CHADOORA Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113 Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191112
26 | JK0O4H7775 |RAHUL ABBAS DAR NAZIR AHMAD DAR MAGAM, MAGAM, BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401 151 [ JK04J6330 |MIR TASAWUR HUSSAIN MIR ABDUL RASHID BAGHI HYDER (CHECK SARDAR DESA SINGH Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191113
21| JK04H5604 |SHAHID UL ISLAM MOHAMMAD RAMZAN RATHER |033, HARI PORA HARAN .HARAN Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 152_| JK04I5194 |MOHAMMAD AQEEL BHAT ALI MOHD BHAT BADGAM OLDBUS STAND Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
28| JK04HBT25 [SHAHNAWAZ HUSSAIN GHULAM MOHIUDDIN WANI | ICHGAM BUDGAM BADGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111 153 | JK04J4982 |[MOHAMMAD ISHAQ DAR GHULAM AHMAD DAR PETH MAKHRANA BADGAM . Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193411
29 | JK04H6912 [SHOIB ALI BHAT MOHD IBRAHIM BHAT YAGI PORA, MAGAM BUDGAM Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 193401 154 | JK04)3818 |MOHAMMAD ISMAIL SHEIKH GHULAM MOHAMMAD SHEIKH |- ICHGAM - Badgam Jammu and Kashmir 191111
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35 | JKO4H6106 |SYED OWAIS HYDER S/0 SYED AKHTER HUSSAIN CHATTERGAM B K PORA BUDGAM Srinagar Jammu and Kashmir 191113 159 | JK04J0437 |MUDASIR AHMAD MALIK ABDUL MAJID MALIK MANGANWAJI BAGATI KANI PORA Srinagar Jammu and Kashmir 190015
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National Lok Adalat in Budgam
scheduled on March 08

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: District
Legal Services Authority
Budgam has scheduled Ist
National Lok Adalat on
March 08, 2025 for pending/
pre-litigation at District
Court complex Budgam
and all Tehsil courts of dis-
trict Budgam for expected
amicable settlement.

Accordingly, all con-
cerned Ld. Advocates
as well as Persons/
parties who desire to
get their cases settled
through the Lok-Adalat
have been informed to
approach concerned
courts for their amicable
settlement by or before
March 01, 2025.

The Pre-Litigation cases
including Commercial/
Money Recovery cases,
Labour and Employment
disputes cases, Electricity
and water bills and other
bill payment cases (exclud-
ing non-compoundable)
and Maintenance Cases
will be taken up in Lok
Adalat.

The Post-litigation cases
including Criminal Com-
poundable Offences, NI
Act cases, under section

138, Commercial/Money
Recovery cases, Motor
Accident Claim cases
(MACT), Labor dispute
cases, Disputes related
to Public Utility services
such as Electricity &Water
Bills cases etc. (excluding
non-compoundable), Mat-
rimonial disputes (except
divorce), Land Acquisition
cases, Services matters
relating to pay and allow-
ance and retrial benefits,
Revenue cases, Other civil
cases (rent, easementary
rights, injunction suits,
specific performance suits
etc.) will be also taken up
in the Lok Adalat.
Besides Parties/Per-
sons, whose cases/mat-
ters are not pending in
any court but desirous
to settle their disputes
at Pre-litigation stage
can also approach office
of the Secretary, District
Legal Services Author-
ity Budgam person-
ally or through email
id.dlsabudgam2020@
gmail.com by or before
March 01, 2025, so that
their cases, claims/mat-
ters can be taken up in
this Lok Adalat for their
amicable settlement.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir has made signifi-
cant strides in improving
access to clean water in the
rural households through
“Jal Jeevan Mission” with
many far-flung and hilly
areas getting tap water
supply for the first time in
history.

The latest example of
this achievement under the
mission is Lanker Pombay
village of Panchayat Kha-
loora in Kulgam district,
comprising about 80 house-
holds. This habitation was
not having any sustainable
water supply scheme and
inhabitants were finding
it very hard to meet their
water needs. The locals
would mainly depend on
hand pumps and water tank-
ers supplied by the depart-
ment, for meeting their daily
domestic water needs on
bare minimum basis.

With the launch of Jal
Jeevan Mission, a water
supply scheme with dug-
well as source worth

Rs. 187.68 lakh, was con-
ceived for this habitation
for providing potable
water supplies as per pre-
scribed standards. The
land for construction of
0.60 Lakh Gallons RCC SR
was provided by the vil-
lagers unhindered. The
people centric and inclu-
sive approach adopted
in conceiving this water
supply scheme rekindled
their hope and the public
reposed faith in the depart-
ment for having a sustain-
able water supply system.

Now, this scheme with
a rising main length of
2000 m, distribution pipe
network of about 6000 m
and Reinforced Cement
Concrete Service Reser-
voir, stands completed and
the water supply through
household level tap con-
nections is being provided
to this habitation.

Jal Jeevan Mission
aims to provide every
rural household with a
Functional Household Tap
Connection (FHTC) within
their premises, capable of

delivering a minimum of
55 liters of water per capita
per day while adhering to
set quality standards. More
than 3200 water supply
schemes have been taken
up across the UT at an
estimated cost of about Rs.
13000 crore, against which
Rs. 7000 crore (approx.)
have been expended, so
far, with completion of
about 1400 schemes and
the remaining schemes
being at advanced stages
of completion.

To ensure transpar-
ency and accountability in
implementation of the Mis-
sion, a robust monitoring
mechanism under the over-
all supervision of Mission
Director, Jal Jeevan Mission
with various units like UT
level experts/consultants,
District Project Manage-
ment Units (DPMUs), Third
Party Monitoring Inspec-
tion Agencies (TPIAs) and
Pani Samiti’s besides Dis-
trict Jal Jeevan Mission
(DJJM) headed by respec-
tive District Development
Commissioners (DDCs)
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Jal Jeevan Mission achieving
steady progress in J&K

have been established in
addition to regular moni-
toring by the field engineers
and technicians. The local
communities have also
actively participated in plan-
ning, implementation and
monitoring of the mission
activities at the village level.

To ensure cost-effec-
tiveness and efficiency in
project completion within
established timelines,
proven and successful
solutions from regions
like Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttrakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, and Ladakh
are being replicated in the
region. These solutions
included utilization of
HDPE pipe distribution
systems in specific loca-
tions and incorporation of
GRP water storage tanks.

With the accelerated
pace of implementation
over the past years, J&K
remains steadfast in its
commitment towards
ensuring drinking water
security for all its rural
residents for the next three
decades.

KPDCL Announces Power
Shutdown In Key Srinagar Areas

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: According to
CE KPDCL that in order
to facilitate PHE Depart-
ment to carry out works
at Dalband Nishat and the
replacement of 33kV CTs
along with other related
works at Brein Nishat, the
power supply to receiving
stations including Brein
and Nisha besides feeding
areas Brein, Tulip Garden,
Pahloo, Taj- Vivanta,
handampora, Ishbar,
Nishat Pathan Bagh shall
remain affected on Feb-
ruary 22 from 11:00AM to
3:00PM.

In view of reconductor-
ing of 33kV Khanyar-Rain-
awari line from 0.15 ACSR
to 0.2 ACSR, the power
supply to receiving stations
including Khanyar, Kathi-
darwaza, Rainawari and
feeding areas including
Miskeen Bagh, Rozabal,
Magdoom Sb, Hazaribagh,
Jogilanker, JLNM Hospi-
tal, Kondabal, Hassanabad,
Saida Kadal, Dal Kawpora
Naidyar, Mental Hospital,
Central Jail, Kathidarwa-
za, Local, Dal areas shall
remain affected on Febru-
ary 22 & 25 from 10:00AM
to 5:00PM .

In view of emergency
stabilization work by STD
Sopore, the power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Watlab, Tujjar, Dooru
and respective feeding
areas shall remain affect-
ed on February 22 from
10:00AM to 4:00PM.

Also, in view of shifting
of utilities by BEACON-
NH, the power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Palhalan, Hamray and
feeding areas including
Hanjiwera, Pattan, Palha-
lan, Hamray & adjoining

No plans for water
meters in Kashmir:
Jal Shakti official

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Amid growing spec-
ulation about the installation of
water meters in Kashmir, the Jal
Shakti Department on Tuesday
clarified that no such proposal
has been received for the region
as of now.

A senior official from the
department said that while the
government holds the authority
to decide on the matter, there is
no official directive or plan cur-
rently under consideration.

"As of now, the Jal Shakti
Department has not received any
proposal or order from the gov-
ernment regarding the installa-
tion of water meters in Kashmir,"
the official confirmed.

The official also spoke about
the Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM), a
centrally-sponsored initiative
aimed at providing safe drinking
water to all households. He said
that over 85% of households
in Kashmir now have access to
drinking water, with expecta-
tions of achieving 100% cover-
age by March 31,2025.—(KNO)

areas shall remain affect-
ed on February 20 from
10:00AM to 4:00PM.

In view of emergency
stabilization work, the
power supply to receiv-
ing stations including
Baramull-I, Kanlibagh
and feeding areas includ-
ing Baramulla main town,
DC office, Kanlibagh,

Sangri & adjoining areas

supply to receiving stations
including Sangrama, Wag-
oora, Kreeri, Ichloo and
respective feeding areas
shall remain affected on
February 19 from 10:00AM
to 4:00PM.

To carry out erection of
ST Pole and shifting of 33
KV Budgam Kremshore
Line permanently through
underground cable at Raz-

shall remain affected on
February 23 from 10:00AM
to 4:00PM.

In order to carry out sta-
bilization/ improvement
works, the power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Panzigam, Ajar and
feeding areas including
District Police Line, Town,
Arin, Panzigam, Ajar
and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on Febru-
ary 20 & 25 from 10:00AM
to 4:00PM.

The power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Nursoo, Naidhal, Ajas
and feeding areas includ-
ing Nursoo, Naidhal, Ajas,
Garoora, Papchan, Nishat,
Argam and adjoining

areas shall remain affected
on February 20 & 25 from
10:00AM to 4:00PM.

To carry out jumpering
of 33 KV Kalantra tap work
by STD Sopore, the power

and community service.

Haleema Mir, wife of former
JKAS officer Ghulam Nabi Mir, #i§
passed away after a briefillness
in Srinagar. She was a retired
government school teacher
and was widely respected for
her dedication to education

Her funeral was held in her 2
nativevillage, Khelanin Pulwama, where thousands
of mourners gathered to pay their last respects. No
Rasm-e-Chahrum will be observed.

Grief Stricken

Ghulam Nabi Mir (JKAS), Dr Mir Samiullah
Dr Aabida, Dr Rafia, Zahida (JKAS)
Abdul Rashid Elahi, Muzaffar Elahi

vain, the power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Kremshore, Khansa-
hib, Raithan and Bren-
war and feeding areas
including Old Kremshore,
Arigam, Nunner, Sham-
sabad, Dreygam, Aram-
pora, Shinipora, Yarikha
Essential, Khansahib,
Raithan, Bugroo, Brenwar
and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on Feb-
ruary 20 from 10:00AM to
5:00PM.

The power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Ichgam, Choon, Kanir
and Hanjura and feeding
areas including Ichgam,
Ichkoot, Choon, Budbagh,
Razvain, Kanir, Hushur,
Wagam, Barwah, Zuhama,
Hanjoora, Dadompora
and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on Feb-
ruary 20 from 10:00AM to
5:00PM.

‘ Neyaz Elahi, Cell: 7780864410, 9906255154 F

In view of upgragation
of 33 KV Wanpoh SICOP
line from 0.1 ACSR to 0.2
ACSR, the power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Shamsipora, SICOP,
Zirpara, Veeri, Cheniwad-
er, Shuhul Flour Mill and
feeding areas including
Veer, Srigufwara, Zirpara,
Shamsipara, Bijbehara-
SICOP and ajoining areas
shall remain affected on
February 25 & 27 from
10AM to 5:00PM.

In order to carry aug-
mentation/ stabilization of
33 KV Awantipora Line, the
power supply to receiving
stations including Awan-
tipora-I, Awantipora-II,
TUST, AIIMS, Rice Mills,
LIS and feeding areas
including Malangpora,
Padgampora, Beighpora,
Barsoo and Awantipora
shall remain affected on
February 22 from 10:00AM
to 4:00PM.

The power supply to
receiving stations includ-
ing Noorpora, Dadsara,
Tral-1st, Tral-2nd and
Chewa and feeding areas
including Tral Town,
Dadsara, Chewa, Noorpo-
ra, Mandoora, Bathnoor,
Diver and adjoining areas
shall remain affected on
February 22 from 10:00AM
to 4:00PM.

In view of extension
of existing 33 KV feeder
from Burzhama to Batpo-
ra Receiving Station, the
power supply to receiv-
ing stations including
Burzhama and feeding
areas including Dani-
hama, Khimber, Chater-
hama, Teilbal, Burzhama,
Gassu, Shoperbagh, Rah-
bagh and adjoining areas
shall remain affected on
February 22, 24 & 26 from
10:00AM to 5:00PM. (ANB)

CEO, SSCL Conducts On-Ground
Review of Maio_r Projects

.
-
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SRINAGAR: Chief Execu-

© tive Officer (CEO) of Sri-
{ nagar Smart City Limited
i (SSCL), Dr. Owais Ahmed,
 undertook a comprehen-

sive site visit today to

assess the progress of vari-
i ous ongoing projects under
the Smart City Mission.

The inspection covered

critical locations, includ-
. ing the Amira Kadal
. pedestrian bridge, Goni
{ Khan Market/Plaza, and
i the Jehangir Chowk Junc-
. tion improvement project,
i highlighting the adminis-
i tration’s commitment to
i timely and efficient execu-
tion of these initiatives.

Dr. Owais was accom-

| panied by senior officials,
i including the Chief Engi-
. neer, Executive Engineers,
and other key personnel
¢ from SSCL.

During the visit, he
stressed on the importance

of adhering to project time-
i lines while maintaining
© the highest standards of
| quality and sustainability.

He urged the team to

i accelerate efforts to ensure
i the timely completion of
i these projects, which are
. pivotal to transforming

Srinagar into a modern,

citizen-friendly urban hub.

"Our mission is to create

i a sustainable and inclusive
 urban environment that
{ addresses the needs of all
i residents. These projects
. are not just about infra-

structure development but

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSI
Miristy of Tectles Gov:

(HANDICRAFTS)

SNERNN
tefnda Vocal for Local
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\\.!.;/ My Handicraft

My Pride

HANDICRAFTS

ITEMS

VENUE: HOTEL BURJ, RAINAWARI,
SRINAGAR J&K -UT
FROM: 17-02-2025 TO 26-02-2025
ORGANISED BY:

M/S SHAHBI HANDICRAFTS PRODUCER

COMPANY LIMITED, GANDERBAL J&K-UT.
SPONSORED BY:

OFFICE OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER (HANDICRAFTS)
MINISTRY OF TEXTILES, GOVT. OF INDIA, WEST BLOCK NO.7,
R.K PURAM, NEW DELHI.

also about improving the
quality of life for the people
of Srinagar," Dr. Owais said.
He further stressed the need
for meticulous planning and
execution to ensure that the
projects deliver long-term
benefits to the city.

The projects under
review are part of a broad-
er initiative to upgrade
Srinagar’s urban infra-
structure, enhance public
amenities, and improve
overall living conditions.
The Jehangir Chowk Junc-
tion improvement project,
in particular, aims to alle-
viate traffic congestion and
enhance pedestrian safety,
addressing key challenges
faced by the city’s residents.

CEO also motivated
the SSCL team to remain
focused and collaborative,
emphasizing that their
efforts will play a crucial
role in shaping Srinagar’s
future as a vibrant and resil-
ient urban center. "Every
step we take today will have
alastingimpact on the city’s
development. Let us work
together to ensure that
Srinagar becomes a model
smart city," he added.

The visit concluded
with a review meeting
where officials discussed
strategies to address chal-
lenges and expedite project
completion. SSCL remains
committed to delivering
transformative projects
that align with the aspira-
tions of Srinagar’s resi-
dents and contribute to the
city’s sustainable growth.

lICT holds Draw of Lots,
selects 100 weavers for

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR- The Indian
Institute of Carpet Tech-
nology (IICT), Srinagar,
Tuesday organised ‘Draw
of Lots’ for selection of 100
active registered carpet
weavers for distribution of
free Modified Modern Steel
Carpet Looms.

A large number of appli-
cant weavers from various
districts assembled in IICT
premises at Bagh-e-Ali
Mardan Khan, here, for
participation in the Draw
of Lots, after which 100
beneficiaries were selected
by the Designated Commit-
tee in a fair and transpar-
ent manner.

Sharing details, Direc-
tor IICT Zubair Ahmad,
stated that these looms,
which have been sanc-
tioned by the Ministry
of Textiles, Gol, at a cost
of %43.70 lakh under its
‘Wool Processing Scheme’

carpet looms

for the current financial
year, shall be distributed
amongst the selected ben-
eficiaries at a function to
be notified separately.
Highlighting the salient
features, Director IICT
stated that the prototype
of the modern carpet
looms was developed after
intense research of 02
years, followed by man-
datory testing. “The new
loom has inbuilt detach-
able seating arrangement
with back support, with
working width of 6 ft. suit-
able for carpet weavers,
who generally have small
workplaces,” he explained.
He further stated that
the new loom can be
shifted and installed at
any other place, unlike
the traditional wooden
looms which were largely
immoveable. “These looms
can stand their own weight
and carry a better aesthet-
ic appeal,” he concluded.

People concerned as
begging menace expected
toincrease in Ramadhan

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: With the
holy month of Ramad-
han approaching, the
prevalence of begging

is expected to increase
across Kashmir Valley,
particularly in shrines,
markets and other public
spaces. Residents have
expressed concerns over
the growing number

of beggars, including
children, non-locals and
organised groups, who
flood the streets seeking
charity.

While some are genu-
inely in need, others have
reportedly turned beg-
ging into a professional
and organised trade.

A recent study con-
ducted by Rutba Gulzar,
a student of Economics
at the Islamic University
of Science and Technol-
ogy (IUST), highlights the
organised nature of beg-
ging in Kashmir.

According to the
research study, begging
in Kashmir, which was
traditionally a means
of survival, has evolved
into a profitable business
controlled by organised
cartels. The study also
reveals that the influx
of non-local beggars has
altered the landscape,
often pushing local beg-
gars into obscurity.

A senior official from
the Labour Department
said there is no official
data on the number of
beggars in the region.
“Begging is not a regis-
tered activity, and beg-
gars are not required to

enroll anywhere,” the
official said.

He said non-locals
entering Kashmir, includ-
ing those turning to beg-
ging, are not documented.
“Unlike labourers hired
by contractors, beggars—
whether local or non-
local—remain undocu-
mented,” he added.

Many residents have
urged authorities to take
action, particularly in
hotspot areas like shrines,
where beggars tend to
congregate in large num-
bers.

Fazil, a resident of Sri-
nagar, said the same faces
appear every year: “Many
of them come to Kashmir
only during Ramadhan
because people are more
generous during this
time," he said.

Suhaib, another local,
said, “Every year, as
Ramadhan nears, the
number of beggars on the
streets increases. Many
are outsiders who come
here just for charity.”

He urged authorities to
address the issue before it
turns into a larger racket.

The study also high-
lights that some beggars
have been in the trade
for over two decades,
with many migrating to
Kashmir during peak
tourist seasons to capi-
talise on the influx of
visitors.

Researchers say that
begging is no longer just a
social issue but has trans-
formed into a full-fledged
industry with public
health and economic
implications—(KNO)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Name: Waza Construction
Prop: Javed Ahmad Waza
S/0: Ghulam Nabi Waza
R/0: Narbal (Budgam)

tigious work.

general condition of contract.

Registration No. SE(R&B)SB/2752/BEE of 20218-19
Subject: - Construction of link road from Bunshoora at Kashi Mohalla Kunzer

Reference: -

1. This Office letter No.R&B/D/T/6578-79 dt: 27-01-2025.
2. This Office letter No.R&B/D/T/6724-25 dt: 05-02-2025.
3. This Office letter No.R&B/D/T/6874-75 dt: 12-02-2025.

The above cited subject work was tendered vide this office NIT No. 83/Rnb/Tangmarg of 2024-25 dated: 16-01-
2025 in which you are participant among others. As per the e-comperative statement you were found to be first
lowest tenderer for the said work and you were supposed to submit the performance security deposit @5% and
Additional performance security @ 20% of the contract value as per the NIT Clause 5 & 91X respectively which you
failed to submit in due course of time.

Where as you were directed vide above referred notice to submit the performance security and additional perfor-
mance to this office, so that the formal allotment may be issued in your favour.

Whereas despite serving above mentioned notices you were given ample time to deposit performance security and
additional performance security which you failed to deposit.
Your non-seriousness has delayed in issuing the formal allotment and thereby delaying the execution of this pres-

As such you are hereby given last and final opportunity to deposit performance and additional performance se-
curity as per NIT conditions within 15 days from issuance of this notice to you through print media. After that bid
security will be forfeited and you shall be debarred for participation in tendering process in accordance with the

PWD (RaB] DIVISION TANGMARG

E-Mail: xenrnbtangmarg@gmail.com

No./R&B/Div/T:-6986-88
Dated:- 18/02/2025

PHNo. 9906423199

L Soredm Sd/-
= Zhandicrafis
Ll qufﬁmi-ﬁi?‘? DIPK-12157-24 Executive Engineer
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER (HANDICRAFTS) DT: 18/02/2025 (R&B) Division Tangmarg
Ministry of Textiles, Government of India
SCM K< o oo00
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EDITORIAL

BOPEE's Matriculation error

A Disservice to Students

e ongoing matricula-
tion examination, admin-
istered by the Board of
Professional Entrance
Examinations (BOPEE), has

come under heavy scrutiny due to
multiple discrepancies in the for-
mulation of question papers. The
difficulty level of certain exams
has left students scrambling, with
many struggling to make sense of
the complex and poorly structured
questions.

Students, who have spent years
preparing for this crucial exami-
nation, now face an uphill battle,
not only against the clock but
against questions that appear
to have been designed without
their academic journey in mind.
The inconsistency in the ques-
tions' difficulty, coupled with
an apparent lack of clarity, has
created an environment where
many students feel ill-prepared
and unjustly tested.

|tis essential that BOPEE takesimme-
diate accountability for these errors.
A transparent review and a com-
mitment to fairer, more accessible
exam papers are urgently needed.
Such discrepancies in an examina-
tion of this magnitude undermine
both the credibility of the board and
the future of the students who are
its responsibility. Education should
empower, not create obstacles — it
is time for BOPEE to rectify this situ-
ation and restore faith in the exami-
nation system.

-
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DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

here has been a rise in the

number of medical students

leaving India to study abroad,

with over 30,000 students

going abroad every year.
According to data from the National
Medical Commission, only 16 percent
of foreign medical graduates pass the
Foreign Medical Graduate Examination
screening test. Due to NEET competi-
tion, high tuition, and a lack of domes-
tic seats, India's healthcare system is
plagued, leading to an increasing reli-
ance on foreign education. With low
tuition costs, streamlined admission
processes, and recognized degrees,
many countries are preferred destina-
tions for travel. Due to these factors,
an increasing number of students are
bridging the gap by pursuing medical
education outside India, guaranteeing
that they can still fulfill their aspira-
tions of becoming a doctor.

Indian students prefer international
medical courses due to the easy applica-
tion and admission process. Students
can study English or a foreign language.
Tuition costs around Rs 200,000 to Rs
300,000 every year. No capitation fee is
required. Many international univer-
sities have received recognition from
the World Health Organization and the
Medical Council of India. Students are
exposed to a multicultural setting that
broadens their life experiences and
knowledge. With good educational qual-
ity, their degrees are recognized across
international borders. Indian medical
students are increasingly leaving the
country due to intense competition for
domestic seats. Students in India seek
options abroad due to fierce competi-
tion, often in countries where medical
regulations are lax.

Since India has only one medical seat
for every 22 applicants, more than 20,000
students are forced to study abroad each
year in countries such as China, Russia,
and Ukraine. But the uneven quality of
curriculum at many international med-
ical schools affects students' employ-
ability and agility. Foreign graduates'
access to India's healthcare system is
delayed because they must pass the
Foreign Medical Graduate Examina-
tion and complete an internship. Of
the 32,000 Indian students who took
the Foreign Medical Graduate Exami-
nation last year, only 4,000 qualified.
For these students and families, high
tuition costs, unstable economies, and
security threats in some countries are
burdensome.

The conflict between Russia and
Ukraine led to the displacement of
more than 24,000 Indian medical stu-
dents, resulting in financial losses
and an uncertain academic future.
India's shortage of doctors is getting
worse as more foreign-trained medi-
cal professionals choose to practice

EDIT
The Great Indian

abroad because of better opportuni-
ties there. The first change is to expand
the number of medical seats to meet
the domestic demand for medical
education. 10,000 more medical seats
will be added in 2025; India has a five-
year target of 75,000 additional seats.
Affordable medical colleges must be
established to increase access to educa-
tion in underprivileged areas. Access
to medical education has increased by
opening new government medical col-
leges and expanding AIIMS in tier-2 and
tier-3 cities.

Private investment must be encour-
aged while maintaining high-quality
instruction and reasonable costs.
Institutions such as the Caribbean
and Manipal College of Medical Sci-
ences (Nepal) demonstrate that Indian
institutions can grow domestically
under a public-private partnership
model. Reducing reliance on NEET
is important by implementing more
open admission processes and mul-
tiple entry routes. Bridge courses
and alternative admission systems
have been suggested by the National
Medical Commission in an attempt
to broaden selection criteria. Inter-
national campuses must be promoted
by Indian universities to serve Indian
students. The international expansion
of the IITs and the Manipal Group sug-
gests a model in which Indian medical
schools operate internationally under
Indian regulations.

To strengthen medical education
and internships, we must implement
reforms that guarantee the provision
of high-quality healthcare. Bringing
Indian medical education at par with
international standards and man-
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datory internships in rural areas is
needed. To emphasize patient care
and practical skills, the Competency-
Based Medical Education (CBME)
curriculum was implemented in 2019.
Investing in state-of-the-art laborato-
ries, clinical experience, and medical
faculty training is a must. Modern
simulation labs and e-learning plat-
forms for medical colleges are needed
through AIIMS and NMC reforms.
Regular assessment of government
and private medical schools is neces-
sary to guarantee uniformity.

The National Exit Test (NEXT),
administered by the NMC, seeks to
standardize licensing exams for medical
graduates from both India and abroad.
Providing better working conditions,
incentives, and higher salaries in both
urban and rural areas is essential.
The Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Surak-
sha Yojana (PMSSY) seeks to estab-
lish AIIMS-like institutions in under-
privileged areas. Using technology to
increase access to training and health-
care is imperative. Healthcare delivery
in remote areas has improved thanks
to the e-Sanjeevani telemedicine initia-
tive, which has enabled over 14 crore
consultations. A three-pronged strat-
egy to increase medical seats, regulate
private college tuition, and strength-
en FMG integration is essential. The
NMC's 2023 reforms regarding faculty
standards and medical seat distribution
are positive steps.

Also, encouraging rural service and
creating public-private partnerships
can improve quality and access while
guaranteeing India's independence.
I have nothing bad to say about this
migration to get medical education

Student Exodus
gy
B

3
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from India. In India, medical education
is extremely expensive. The barriers to
entry are irrational. I feel that many
more students are capable of becoming
doctors. India desperately needs more
doctors, especially those willing to work
in the rural areas of the country. Medi-
cal education in Central Asia is not bad,
given the achievements of these coun-
tries in healthcare.

Colleges there will function more
effectively and sustainably if they use
Indian student enrollment to increase
capacity utilization and generate addi-
tional income. If this helps a group of
Indian students become doctors, it is
a win-win situation for both parties.
There is also the possibility of failure.
Some people may not be able to meet the
requirements to work in India. Some
sub-agents or private contractors may
withhold some relevant information in
an attempt to attract more students.

Then there may be emergency situa-
tions, such as the COVID-19 pandemic in
China or the war in Ukraine. These may
result in a group of students suffering
significant losses. The Indian govern-
ment's policy is not very good at helping
students even in emergency situations.
The only action the Indian government
has taken with regard to medical edu-
cation abroad is to make the qualify-

ing examination for practicing in India_$

more stringent. The question of how
tough such an examination should be is
controversial. The main issue is wheth-
er there are enough qualified medical
professionals in India or whether it is
aimed at preventing people from pursu-
ing medical education abroad.

Author is a TV panelist.

Acoustic Neuromas And Advanced
Radiosurgery

DR. ADITYA GUPTA

hen Mr. Ravi
Kimar, a
45-year-old IT
professional,
started expe-
riencing a persistent ringing
sound in his right ear, he ini-
tially dismissed it as stress-
related. However, over time,
the ringing grew louder, and
he began to notice a gradual
loss of hearing in that ear.
Concerned, he sought medical

The symptom starts withthe

Continuous exposure to

common in women than men.

stop tumours from growing by
using high-dose exact precision
radiation treatment. Patients
treated by CyberKnife® tech-
nology experience minimal to
no side effects, and receive treat-
ment on an out-patient basis.
After patients undergo radio
surgery, the acoustic neuroma
is closely monitored to confirm
the growth has stopped or that
the tumour has begun to shrink.

The surgery includes
advanced robotics, tumour
tracking and imaging capa-
bilities. The patients with par-
ticular symptoms like pres-
sure symptoms, tinnitus, or
imbalance may be best treated
with surgery because surgery
will relieve the symptoms
more rapidly. Also, the large

advice and was diagnosed with
acoustic neuroma—a benign
tumor on the hearing nerve.
Given the size and location of
the tumor, his doctors recom-
mended CyberKnife radiosur-
gery. The treatment was swift
and non-invasive, requiring
just a few sessions, and within
months, his symptoms began
toimprove. Today, Mr. Kumar’s
hearing has stabilized, and the
tumor has stopped growing,
allowing him to return to his
daily life without the fear of
invasive surgery or long-term
complications.

Acoustic Neuroma which
is also known as vestibular
schwannoma, is a benign
tumour which is non-cancer-
ous and usually grows slow. It
develops on the hearing nerve
that leads from inner ear to
brain. The branches of this
nerve influence the balance,
hearing and the pressure from
an acoustic neuroma that can
cause hearing loss, ringing in
your ear and unsteadiness.
Identify the early symptoms!

gradual loss of hearing in one
ear and the problem is accom-
panied by the ringing in the ear
also with the feeling of fullness
in the ear. The acoustic neu-
romas can cause the sudden
hearing loss. The symptoms
that occur over time includes:
» Vertigo
» Facial numbness and tin-
gling

Problem with balance

Facial weakness

Change in taste

Difficulty in swallowing

Headaches

Clumsiness

Mental confusion
Cyberknife radiosurgery
has revolutionized the treat-
ment of acoustic neuroma

What Causes Acoustic Neu-
roma?

The cause of the develop-
ment of acoustic neuroma is
unknown. A rare hereditary
disease “Neurofibromatosis"
is associated with some cases
of acoustic neuroma.

Acoustic Neuroma can also
be caused by:

IDEAS, OPINIONS AND VIEWS EXPRESSED IN ARTICLES PUBLISHED ARE WRITERS' OWN

loud noise

« Radiation on face and
neck can lead to acous-
tic neuroma many years
later.

In1outof 10 people, an acous-
tic neuroma is caused by neuro-
fibromatosis type 2 (NF2). NF2
can run in further generations
also. Person suffering from NF2
can develop benign tumours on
the spinal cord and the cover-
ings of the brain.

Acoustic neuromas are
formed through type of cells
called a Schwann cell. These
cells cover the nerve cells of the
body. That is why this tumour is
also called vestibular schwan-
noma. Acoustic tumour grows
with the nerve in the brain. This
nerve is called cranial nerves or
the acoustic or vestibulocochle-
ar nerve. This nerve is respon-
sible to control the sense of hear-
ing and also the balance of the
body. Acoustic tumour is rare
and in between 1 and 20 people
in every million worldwide are
diagnosed each year with an
acoustic neuroma. And it’s more

Acoustic Neuroma Treated
with Cyberknife

According to the survey
published in the international
journal ‘Sage Journal’ two out
of 100,000 people aged 30 to
60 develop acoustic neuroma,
which makes this condition
incredibly rare.

The Acoustic Neuroma
treatment depends on the size
of the tumour. If the tumour is
large, there will be more medi-
cal problems. The small size of
the tumour is less than 1.5 cm,
medium is between 1.5 cm and
2.5 cm and large is 2.5 cm or
larger. Small tumours require
cyberknife due to their size
while the larger tumours typi-
cally require surgery.

The newest radiation thera-
py option for acoustic neuroma
is a form of radio surgery that
requires absolutely no inci-
sions using new technology
called CyberKnife. Patients
treated with this new non-
invasive experience minimal
to no side effects.

Radio surgery techniques can
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tumours mean the size greater
than 3.0 cm are best treated
with surgery because these
tumours can sometimes swell
and cause obstruction in the
flow of cerebrospinal fluid.

Treatment starts with the
CT scan. The CT scan image is
then imported to the CyberKnife
Treatment Planning System.
The oncologist team make a
plan to treat the tumour while
avoiding surrounding important
sensitive structures.

The process involves typical-
ly 1 or 3 sittings and per sitting
lasts for maximum 40 minutes.
The treatment does not require
any sedation and is painless.

The chances of side effect
are next to negligible. Hearing
is preserved and achieved in
50-75% of the time. Temporary
numbness of one side of face is
2-3%. After the CyberKnife sur-
gery tumours stabilize in size
then shrink with time slowly.

Author is Director — Neuro-

surgery and Cyberknife, Arte-
mis Hospital, Gurugram
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Conflict

Between Art And The Market

KALPANA PANDEY

ased on Satyajit Ray’s short

story “Golpo Boliye Tarini

Khuro,” Ananth Mahade-

van’s film The Storyteller

(2025) centers on the con-
flict between authentic labour and
money. The film focuses on two very
different characters: Tarini Bandyo-
padhyay (Paresh Rawal), an elderly
Bengali storyteller with communist
ideals, and Ratan Garodia (Adil Hus-
sain), a wealthy Gujarati businessman
who hasn’t been able to sleep for years
as an insomniac.

Their contrasting worlds show how
a profit-driven system often exploits
creative work. The film’s story isn’t
just entertaining—it explores who
really owns stories, who gets credit,
and how the creator fights back against
this exploitation.

In The Storyteller, we see how art
is misused in real life. Tarini, who has
a deep passion for storytelling nur-
tured in the rich literary traditions of
Bengal, is hired by Ratan Garodia, a
rich cloth merchant from Ahmedabad
suffering from chronic insomnia.

At first, the arrangement appears
simple, but Ratan’s true nature soon
emerges. Despite his wealth, Ratan
failed to impress his once-reject-
ed, refined former lover Saraswati
(Revathi) with his money. Instead, he
exploits Tarini’s fresh, oral stories
by passing them off as his own work,
trying to make his mark on Saraswati.
This act of stealing ideas powerfully
symbolizes how capitalist systems
often exploit the creative work of ordi-
nary people—like ghostwriters, artists,
and working-class creatives—to gener-
ate profit.

Tarini is afraid to write and publish
his stories because he fears criticism,
failure, and not selling well. Ratan,
a true businessman and a symbol of
capitalist opportunism, takes advan-
tage of Tarini’s spontaneous stories by
publishing them under his own name.

This act of theft is not just a plot
twist—it is a clear example of how the
capitalist system routinely steals the
hard work and creativity of the work-
ing class for profit. The wealthy busi-
nessman who steals Tarini’s stories
feels no moral guilt; he calmly smiles
as he uses the storyteller’s work to
achieve his own goals, rarely feeling
that anything is wrong. This is the cen-
tral theme of Satyajit Ray’s story: how
capitalism exploits the hard work and

creativity of ordinary people.

The Storyteller also shows how pow-
erful cultures can overshadow smaller,
local ones. The film compares two very
different worlds: the Bengali culture
of Kolkata and the Gujarati culture of
Ahmedabad. In Kolkata, where Tarini
lives, the city feels vibrant and steeped
in tradition—with bustling fish mar-
kets, historic old buildings, and sto-
ries passed down through generations.
Here, storytelling isn’t about owning
ideas; it is like a community treasure
shared by everyone.

In contrast, Ratan Garodia’s man-
sion in Ahmedabad represents the
cold, emotionless side of capitalism.
His home is filled with expensive fur-
niture, costly books that are never
read, and pricey artworks like Picasso
prints, all of which serve only to show
off his wealth and status.

The film criticizes this kind of
“culture” where art and stories lose
their soul and are merely packaged for
sale, causing the unique character of
regional traditions to disappear. Capi-
talism transforms diverse cultures into
a uniform, market-friendly form, strip-
ping them of their distinctiveness and
beauty. The collective joy of Kolkata
and the emptiness of the mansion in
Ahmedabad symbolize this struggle.

The film’s message is about how

artistic integrity can both protect and
challenge capitalist pressures. In the
end, Tarini and Ratan begin to write
each other’s stories. Tarini starts writ-
ing his stories to protect his intellec-
tual property and reclaim his identity,
while Ratan also begins to write.

Both characters undergo a transfor-
mation, although the ending feels very
idealistic. When the strictly vegetar-
ian Ratan, known for his contradictory
behavior, asks his servant if he fed the
fish and gave feed the fish, referring
Tarini as fish feed, it exposes the true
cost of his actions.

In this film, a cat—naturally inclined
to crave fish—is forced to eat vegetar-
ian food. Eventually, it rebels by steal-
ing fish from its owner’s tank. The cat’s
struggle between its innate desire for
fish and the imposed vegetarian diet
serves as a metaphor for the tension
between primal instincts and societal
constraints.

Forced to suppress its biological
needs, the theft symbolizes defiance
against artificial control, highlighting
themes of autonomy and the futility
of denying natural urges. The vegetar-
ian food represents oppressive norms
or misguided ideals, while the stolen
fish embodies authenticity and self-
fulfilment.

Ethically, the act questions whether

survival or conformity holds greater
moral weight, critiquing systems that
force individuals into unnatural roles.
Whether seen as a triumphant rebel-
lion or a cautionary tale, the story
mirrors broader struggles—resisting
societal expectations or reclaiming
identity—underscoring the universal
conflict between nature and nurture,
freedom and control. Tarini, who
understands the true nature of the
cat, feeds it fish. When Tarini leaves
Ahmedabad, he takes the cat with him
to Kolkata, where he continues to nour-
ish it with fish.

The film’s key female characters are
portrayed as independent and strong.
The widow Saraswati (Revathi) is
smart and values her own principles.
She tells Ratan, “Imight have managed
with a businessman’s values, but not
with a thief,” and leaves him with her
best wishes.

Ratan appears weak and helpless in
comparison. Saraswati values knowl-
edge and wisdom over material wealth,
showing that true strength comes from
within. The librarian Suzi (Tanishtha
Chatterjee) is also shown as confident
and offers her unique perspective.

Even the memory of Tarini’s late
wife, who gifted him a pen to write,
becomes a lasting source of inspira-
tion, highlighting the powerful influ-

ence women have on art and creativ-
ity. These women are not the pitiable
figures of old literature but are strong
characters created by Satyajit Ray’s
progressive vision, giving the story a
rich, positive dimension.

Unlike the fast pace of modern films,
The Storyteller invites viewers to slow
down and savor the details of human
life. Mahadevan deliberately uses a
slow, thoughtful pace, while Alphonse
Roy’s beautiful cinematography cap-
tures nostalgic scenes like hand-pulled
rickshaws in Kolkata and the grand
marble buildings in Ahmedabad.

This calm, almost meditative style
is very different from today’s quick
cuts and flashy editing. By providing
a reflective and immersive experi-
ence, the film emphasizes the lasting
power of art that is created slowly. It
teaches us that real art takes time—it
is a process that cannot be rushed but
requires patience, sacrifice and cour-
age. To truly understand life and the
essence of a story, taking time to pause
and reflect is the real strength of art.

The impact of the film is further
enhanced by its lead actors. Paresh
Rawal gives a strong performance as
Tarini. When Tarini realizes the deceit
by Ratan, he thoughtfully and calmly
confronts him by staying at his house
for three to four months.

He rejects being objectified and
rebels, proving to be a supportive
and thoughtful comrades, friends
and family member despite being a
common man. On the other hand,
Ratan appears as a lonely rich man.
Adil Hussain portrays Ratan Garodia,
a capitalist caught in his own insecuri-
ties, with great restraint.

The Storyteller is not just a retelling
of Satyajit Ray’s classic—it forces us
to rethink the role of art in a society
driven by profit. The film shows how
the capitalist system exploits creative
work and devalues it. When Tarini
finally begins to write his stories to
establish his identity, he takes steps
to reclaim control over his creativity.

The film is all about this struggle.
When Tarini humorously remarks,
“Even copying requires brains,” he
mocks a world where stealing ideas is
easier than creating them. The Story-
teller is a story about reclaiming cre-
ativity from the market and giving jus-
tice to those who work hard to create.

(The author hails from Mumbai,
Maharashtra)
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MUDASAR ALI

arthal, located in the Tehsil

Bani of District Kathua, is a

beautiful tourist destination,

situated near Bhaderwah,

Basohli, and Pathankot. It
is approximately 50 kilometers away
from Bhaderwah and is one of the
most charming places in Jammu and
Kashmir, often referred to as “Mini
Kashmir.”

The area is blessed with abundant
natural beauty, with lush greenery,
dense forests, towering mountains, and
clear air. Sarthal’s scenery rivals popu-
lar destinations like Gulmarg, Pahal-
gam, and Sonamarg. The beauty of the
region has been further enhanced by
snowfall, attracting visitors year-round.

Mudasar Ali, a prominent social
activist from Bani, has dedicated exten-
sive efforts to the development of the
Sarthal tourist destination. His deep
passion for the region and its potential
has led him to conceptualize several
visionary plans to enhance its appeal
and infrastructure.

With a clear understanding of
the area’s rich natural beauty and
untapped potential, Mudasar Ali is not
only a driving force in local activism
but also a key figure whose insights
could play a pivotal role in transform-
ing Sarthal into a nationally recog-
nized tourist hub.

It is now essential for the govern-
ment to recognize his invaluable con-
tribution and actively seek his guid-
ance in advancing the region’s devel-
opment. His visionary plans and pro-
found knowledge of the area’s needs
could provide the necessary momen-
tum to catapult Sarthal to the national
stage, ensuring it receives the attention
and resources it deserves.

Through collaboration with for-
ward-thinking leaders like Mudasar
Ali, the government can help realize

al: The Unexplored Paradise

the full potential of this beautiful des-
tination and make it a must-visit spot
for tourists from across the country.

The region is enriched in natural
beauty and offers an enchanting atmo-
sphere that draws both local and inter-
national tourists. Each year, thousands
of tourists from Bhaderwah, Jammu,

Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Delhi,
and other states come to enjoy the serene
landscape of Sarthal. Particularly,
during the summer, tourists flock here
because the weather remains neither too
hotnor too cold, providing a comfortable
environment for them to enjoy the lush
greenery and scenic beauty.

In the winter, the area is covered in
snow, and visitors enjoy playing with
snowballs, making the experience even
more delightful. In addition to being a
popular tourist spot, Sarthal is also a
location for film shootings, with sev-
eral songs having been recorded here.

The region also hosts various
events like cricket tournaments and
the annual Chinj Mela/Dangal (wres-
tling competition) held every year from
June 25th to 27th. This mela has been
celebrated for over a hundred years

and attracts people from Bhaderwah,
Kathua, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi, and beyond.
Sarthal’s attractiveness is not only
due to its beauty but also because it
serves as a picnic destination for schools
and colleges. As the summer season
begins, the Gujjars and Bakarwals bring
their livestock to the area, adding to the
charm of this picturesque place. The
locals are always happy to see tourists
enjoying the beauty of the area, as it
brings life and prosperity to the region.
Traditional attire in Sarthal
includes churidar pajamas, phadi
woolen coats in winter, and pher-
ans (long, loose-fitting garments)
for both men and women. Men also
wear a dastar (turban), while women
wear ghagras. The region’s cuisine
includes local delicacies like rajma
chawal, kasrod ki sabzi (fiddlehead),
and sarson ka saag. Dairy products
such as kadhi or karhi (a yogurt-
based dish), kalari cheese, desi lassi
(yogurt drink), and makhan (butter)
are also staples. Local sweets like
barfi and jalebi are favorites, while
fruits such as apples, pears, peaches,
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plums, apricots, and cherries, along
with dry fruits like almonds and wal-
nuts, are commonly found here.

The languages spoken in Sarthal
include Pahari, Dogri, Hindi, Kashmi-
ri, and Urdu. Local music and dance
styles include Dogri and Pahari songs,
along with the Kud and Gaddi dances.

Despite its natural beauty, Sarthal,
and the Bani Tehsil, in general, has
been often overlooked by both tour-
ists and authorities. The region faces
several challenges, including a lack of
basic infrastructure that could make
it a more viable tourist destination.
Sarthal suffers from power issues,
and although a mobile tower has been
installed, it has yet to be activated.

Public toilet complexes and health
facilities are also lacking. Tourists often
face difficulties in finding accommoda-
tion or food, as the area lacks hotels
or restaurants to cater to the growing
number of visitors. Furthermore, clean-
liness is a concern, with a shortage of
dustbins and proper waste management.

The people of Sarthal want the
government to improve infrastruc-
ture, build parks, install fountains,

and create better facilities for visitors.
They also urge for the development
of the Chattergala Tunnel, which has
been awaited for over five years, as
it would help connect Bani to Bhad-
erwah more efficiently, opening up
opportunities for locals, especially the
educated youth, who are currently
struggling with unemployment. This
project could be a game-changer for the
region, providing employment oppor-
tunities and boosting tourism.

Additionally, the locals hope that
the government will consider install-
ing a Gondola lift in Sarthal to attract
more tourists and improve the overall
infrastructure. A better road network,
including the year-round opening of
the Bhaderwah, Basohli, Pathankot
highway, would make the region more
accessible, encouraging tourism and
benefiting the economy.

The locals also believe that pro-
moting Sarthal and Bani as a tourism
hub will help curb the growing issues
of unemployment and drug abuse
among the youth. The tourism indus-
try could provide a stable source of
income for families, allowing them
to lead better lives.

In conclusion, Sarthal is a hidden
gem that deserves more attention and
promotion. With its natural beauty,
rich culture, and potential for growth,
the area could become a major tourist
destination if the government takes
the necessary steps to improve its
infrastructure.

By focusing on Sarthal, the govern-
ment can provide employment oppor-
tunities, enhance the local economy,
and create a better future for the resi-
dents. Local authorities, such as Union
Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh, Lt. Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, and the Director of Tourism
Jammu, are urged to visit the area and
help elevate its status on the tourism
map of Jammu and Kashmir.
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Are Peanuts A Go

eanuts can be a great
snack choice due to
their rich nutrient
profile, high protein
content, and satis-
fying crunch. They provide a
good balance of healthy fats,
fibre, and essential vitamins
like niacin, folate, and vita-
min E. Peanuts also contain
antioxidants, such as resvera-
trol, which contribute to heart
health. However, they are
calorie-dense, so portion con-
trol is important. Additionally,
some people may have peanut
allergies, which can be severe.
Eating plain, roasted, or lightly
salted peanuts is ideal, while
avoiding heavily processed
versions with added sugars
and unhealthy oils ensures the
healthiest option. Read on as
we underline the benefits and
downsides of consuming pea-
nuts.
5 Benefits of consuming pea-
nuts as a snack
1. High in protein and fibre
Peanuts are a rich source of
plant-based protein and dietary
fibre, making them an excellent
snack for sustained energy. The
combination of protein and
fibre helps to keep you full for
longer, reducing overall calo-
rie intake and aiding in weight
management.
2. Supports heart health
Peanuts contain healthy
monounsaturated and polyun-
saturated fats, which help lower

bad cholesterol (LDL) while
maintaining good cholesterol
(HDL). They are also rich in
arginine, an amino acid that
helps improve blood flow and
reduce the risk of cardiovascu-
lar diseases.

3. Good for brain function

The niacin and folate in pea-
nuts support brain function and
cognitive health. Niacin helps
maintain healthy nerve func-

-

tion and reduces the risk of age-
related cognitive decline, such
as Alzheimer's disease.

4. Regulates blood sugar
levels

Despite being energy-dense,
peanuts have a low glycemic
index (GI), which means they do
not cause rapid spikes in blood
sugar. Their protein, fibre, and
healthy fat content help stabi-
lise blood sugar levels, making

HEALTH

them a good snack option for
individuals with diabetes.

5. Rich in antioxidants

Peanuts contain a variety of
antioxidants, including poly-
phenols, vitamin E, and res-
veratrol, which help protect
cells from oxidative stress and
inflammation. Boiled peanuts,
in particular, have been found
to contain higher levels of anti-
oxidants than raw or roasted
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od Snack Choice? Benefits & Do

peanuts.

5 Downsides of consuming
peanuts as a snack

1. High in calories and fats

A small handful (about
28g) contains roughly 160-200
calories, so portion control is
crucial, especially for individu-
als trying to lose or maintain
weight. Overeating peanuts,
particularly those with added
salt or sugar, can lead to excess

calorie intake.

2. Allergy risk

Peanut allergies are among
the most common and can be
life-threatening. Even small
traces can trigger severe aller-
gic reactions, including ana-
phylaxis. This makes peanuts a
risky snack for individuals with
allergies or in settings where
cross-contamination could
occur.
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3. Potential for aflatoxin con-
tamination

Peanuts are susceptible to
contamination by aflatoxins,
toxic compounds produced by
moulds that grow on improp-
erly stored peanuts. Aflatoxin
exposure has been linked to
liver damage and an increased
risk of liver cancer.

4. High in omega-6 fatty acids

While peanuts contain
healthy fats, they are also high
in omega-6 fatty acids. An
imbalanced ratio of omega-6 to
omega-3 fatty acids can contrib-
ute to inflammation, increas-
ing the risk of chronic diseases
such as arthritis, heart disease,
and metabolic disorders.

5. Possible digestive issues

Peanuts contain phytic
acid, an anti-nutrient that can
interfere with the absorption
of minerals like iron, zinc, and
calcium. This may contribute to
deficiencies in individuals who
consume large amounts of pea-
nuts regularly.

By consuming peanuts in
moderation and choosing the
right preparation method, you
can enjoy their health benefits
while minimising potential
downsides.

Disclaimer: This content
including advice provides
generic information only. It
is in no way a substitute for
a qualified medical opinion.
Always consult a specialist or
your own doctor for mo
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‘Chillai Khurd’ Likely

develop over Afghanistan on February
19 and quickly move towards Jammu and
Kashmir by February 20, bringing wide-
spread rain and snow across the Union
Territory.

“The first signs of the disturbance will
be felt in the higher reaches from late
night on February 19, with precipita-
tion gradually intensifying as it spreads
across the region. Most parts of Jammu
and Kashmir are likely to witness a
moderate spell of rain/snow, along with
the possibility of a heavy spell in some
parts,” he said.

“Overall, on average, Jammu region
may record higher precipitation than
Kashmir Valley. The Chenab Valley dis-
tricts - Ramban, Kishtwar, and Doda -
are also expected to receive moderate to
heavy precipitation. In Kashmir Valley
plains, rains may dominate on that day,
but a sharp drop in temperature could
trigger a transition to snowfall, especial-
ly under prolonged heavy precipitation,”
Keng added.

Temperatures, which will remain in the
range of 15 - 18°C on February 19, are
expected to drop below 7°C on February
20. The Pir Panjal range is expected to
receive heavy snowfall, affecting areas
such as Gulmarg, Sinthan Top, Peer Ki
Gali, and other parts of Mughal Road,
Keng added.

Due to higher temperatures, light-
ning and thundershowers may remain a
common feature on that day, especially in
Jammu region. There is a risk of shooting
stones/landslides on Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway on 20th February.
Weather is expected to improve from 21st
February onward,” he said.

Shah Asks J&K

new criminal laws, made under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in Jammu and Kashmir by April
2025.

For the full implementation of the new
laws, Shah said, it is imperative to change
the attitude of the police personnel and
the administration and create awareness
about the new laws among the citizens.

He also stressed on the need to fix
responsibility of police officers to expe-
dite the process of filing chargesheets. He
said that every police station in Jammu
and Kashmir should put the maximum
use of the National Automated Finger-
print Identification System (NAFIS) into
practice.

The Home Minister said that 100%
training of investigating officers regard-
ing the provisions of the new laws should
be ensured, at the earliest.

“Decisions on provisions related to ter-
rorism and organised crime should be
taken only after thorough scrutiny at the
level of Superintendent of Police. Strict
monitoring is required to ensure that
these provisions under the new laws are
not misused,” he said.

Shah said that the Jammu and Kash-
mir administration and government
have done satisfactory work towards the
implementation of the new criminal laws
despite difficult circumstances.

He said that the progress of implemen-
tation of the three new laws in Jammu
and Kashmir should be reviewed on a
monthly, fortnightly and weekly basis
at the level of the Chief Minister, Chief
Secretary and Director General of Police,
respectively.

Will Aware People

during a meeting in the Parliament
complex, but added that the security was

not discussed during Tuesday’s meeting.

When asked about his absence from
the security review meetings, CM Omar
Abdullah said if it had been decided to
exclude elected government representa-
tives from such meetings, what could he
say about it?

“Today’s was about new laws and their
implementation,” he added.

About the reaction of Rahul Gandhi to
the appointment of the new Election Com-
missioner of India, CM Abdullah said as
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi has
the right to dissent from such a selec-
tion. “The opposition does not need to
always agree with the government. As
the Leader of the Opposition, he has the
right to express disagreement, where it
has been said that the opposition should
agree with what the government does. He
has the right to express disagreement. As
far as the hearing is concerned, the hear-
ingis going on in the Supreme Court and
the decision will come. What can I say in
this, I am the Chief Minister of a state,
and this is a matter of ‘Markaz’ (Central
government). |

The Union Home Minister has already
reviewed the implementation of three
new criminal laws in 11 states so far.
Tuesday’s meeting chaired by Amit Shah
was also attended by J&K Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha besides senior officials of
the Central and the UT government.

The Indian Penal Code (IPC), the Indian
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) and the
Evidence Act of 1872 enforced by the Brit-
ish have been replaced by the new three
criminal laws— the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam.

2 Kashmiri

a huge quantity of cash packed in poly-
bags and placed in the footrest area of the
passenger seat.

The cash was seized and counted in
the presence of the magistrate, which
amounts over Rs 2 crore in denomina-
tions of Rs 500 notes.

Two Kashmir based youth were also
arrested and taken to Lakhanpur Police
Station for further questioning.

“An investigation is underway to find
out the reason behind carrying so much
money. We are exploring all the angles
including drugs, terror fund and tax eva-
sion to find the sources of cash,” a police
officer said.

The authorities have registered a case
and are proceeding with their investiga-
tion into the incident.

Suspected IEDs

disposal squads have reached both spots
to defuse the suspicious objects, which
could be improvised explosive devices
(IEDs).

The security forces have been aggres-
sively carrying out anti-terrorist opera-
tions in the union territory.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
chaired two high-level security review
meetings on J&K recently. The Home Min-
ister gave orders to the security forces to
ensure zero infiltration and zero toler-
ance to terrorists.

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha also chaired
two security review meetings, one in Sri-
nagar and the other in Jammu. He direct-
ed the security forces to dismantle the
terror ecosystem by carrying out opera-
tions against terrorists, their over-ground
workers (OGWs) and sympathisers.

The Lt Governor said the terror eco-
system comprises those running hawala
rackets, drug smuggling and drug ped-
dling as the money so generated is used
to sustain terrorism in Jammu and Kash-

mir.

There are also intelligence reports that
terrorists are waiting across the Line of
Control (LoC) to infiltrate into J&K since
the traditional mountain routes used by
the infiltrators are still open because of
little snowfall this winter.

On February 11, two soldiers, including
a captain, were KkKilled in an IED explo-
sion in the Akhnoor sector of the LoC in
Jammu district. The IED that killed the
two soldiers had been planted by the ter-
rorists, the officials said later.

Two soldiers were injured last week in
firing from the Pakistan side of the LoC
in the Poonch and Rajouri districts of
the Jammu division. As per reports, the
Pakistan Army suffered 'heavy casualties'
following action by the Indian Army.

Later, the Indian Army, in an offi-
cial statement, said the ceasefire along
the LoC was intact and continued to
be observed as per the understanding
between both armies.

The ceasefire violation along the LoC
has been rare ever since India and Paki-
stan renewed the agreement on February
25, 2021.

Bank Officer Among

of the accused and thus, managed to
fraudulently obtain loans amounting to
Rs 5 crore from different branches of the
Jammu and Kashmir Bank, causing a
huge wrongful loss to the bank.

Taking its investigation forward, the
crime branch arrested five accused — then
manager (scale-II) of the bank’s Rajouri
branch Jatinder Singh (now demoted)
of Jammu, impersonators Mohammad
Kabir, Mohammad Zafeer Khan and Zafar
Igbal of Poonch and Mohammad Shakeel
of Rajouri, the spokesperson said

Jammu & Kashmr

widespread joy and firecrack celebra-
tion in Mundji village of Sopore sub-divi-
sion when the conviction of the paedo-
phile was announced yesterday.

Kashmir has seen many imposters and
fraudsters impersonating as religious
leaders and cheating the gullible locals.

Recently, police took an insane person
into custody and debt him to the hospi-
tal for psychiatric diseases. This insane
person had constricted a replica of the
holiest Muslim place of worship the
Kaaba in Mecca.

He asked those who could not perform
the Hajj or the Umrah to go around this
replica. Police arrested five workers
including a carpenter and others who had
made the replica at the instance of the
insane person.

Some years earlier, another so-called
faith healer, Gulzar Peer asked young
girls to enter his bedroom, which he called
the gateway to heaven. This imposter and
maniac was also arrested by police and
tried for his alleged heinous crime.

IGP Kashmir Discusses

Group (SOG), reviewing their opera-
tional readiness and capabilities. Birdi
expressed satisfaction with their high
level of training and professionalism,
acknowledging their critical role in
counter-terror operations. Discussions
also included the summer operation
strategy, outlining key security tactics
and contingency plans for the upcom-
ing season.

Later, IGP Birdi visited the 90th Battal-
ion CRPF camp, where a joint demonstra-
tion of operational tactics was conducted
by SOG and CRPF personnel. The demon-

$CM K<

stration showcased advanced operational
skills, coordination, and response strate-
gies, reaffirming the commitment of both
forces to maintaining peace and security
in the region.

Speaking on the occasion, IGP Birdi
praised the dedication and professional-
ism of the personnel, emphasizing the
importance of sustained collaboration
and proactive measures to counter evolv-
ing security challenges.

The visit was attended by IG Ops CRPF
Mitesh Jain, Joint Director IB Pankaj
Thakur, DIG SKR Javid Igbal Matoo, DIG
CRPF Anantnag Kulvir Singh Deswal,
DIG CRPF Awantipora Alok Awasthi,
SSP Anantnag Dr. G.V. Sundeep Chakra-

varthy, SSP Kulgam Sahil Sarangal, SSPggg

Pulwama P.D. Nitya, SSP Shopian Anayat
Ali Choudhary, SSP Awantipora Sajad
Ahmad, and commandants of CRPF, IRP,
among other Senior officers.

MHA Re-Designates

was born in Jammu & Kashmir in 1965
and holds a degree in Bachelor of Medi-
cine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS).

Over the course of his career, Dr
Kotwal has held various key positions
across Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh
including Divisional Commissioner
of Jammmu, Deputy Commissioner in
multiple Districts of J&K and Princi-
pal Secretary in Departments such as
Health & Medical Education, Revenue,
Forest. Ecology & Environment and
Planning Development & Monitoring
Department as well as Commissioner/
Secretary and Administrative Secre-
tary in various other Departments. He
has also served as Financial Commis-
sioner in the Revenue Department, as
Inspector General of Registration and
as Secretary to the Chief Minister of
Jammu & Kashmir—(KNO)

Those Playing

education minister further said,
“Textbooks of 70-80 percent have almost
reached the district levels and before the
culmination of winter break, 100 percent
of books will reach the students.”

Earlier, the government issued admit
cards to all of the applicants following the
hue and cry regarding denying of exam
registration forms to 22 students of 10th
standard.

Education Minister had said that the
academic year of the students is very pre-
cious and the government will not waste
it at any cost—(KNO)

CPI (M) Resolutions

special status.

“Those who are jailed outside should
be shifted back to J-K. We want those
who do not face any serious charges to
be released as a confidence-building mea-
sure,” he said, also demanding an end
to alleged harassment of people on the
pretext of fighting militancy.

“Anyone allegedly involved in militan-
cy should be dealt with as per the law but
no innocent person should be harmed,”
he said, referring to the suicide of a man
in Kathua after alleged harassment by
police and the killing of a truck driver in
Baramulla district early this month.

Efforts should be intensified to ensure
the return and rehabilitation of Kashmiri
migrants who have been living in exile
for the last over three decades, he added.

Tarigami said the conference concluded
by electing a state committee of 23 mem-
bers headed by secretary Mohd Abass
Rather.
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Gujarat local body elections:
BJP establishes strong lead
as counting continues

IANS

GANDHINAGAR : The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) was maintaining a
steady lead over the Con-
gress in local body elec-
tions in Gujarat as the
counting was underway
on Tuesday.

The counting of votes
commenced at 9 a.m. for
the elections held on Feb-
ruary 16 for the Junagadh
Municipal Corporation, 68
Municipalities, and three
Taluka Panchayats. Nota-
bly, Chorwad Municipality
recorded the highest voter
turnout at a record-break-
ing 76 per cent. An average
voter turnout of 57 per cent
was recorded.

Early trends indicate a
strong performance by the
BJP, with significant victo-
ries across multiple wards.
In Sanand Municipality,
the BJP panel clinched a
win in Ward No. 1, while a
similar victory was record-
ed in Mansa Municipality’s
Ward No. 1.

The party also marked
a successful start in
Lunawada-Balasinor. The
BJP panel has secured a
lead in Lunawada and
Balasinor while gaining
an advantage in Ward No.
1 of Santrampur.

The Congress party was
ahead in Khanpur-Kanod

Taluka Panchayat.

Additionally, in Bhan-
vad, all 24 BJP candidates
were declared winners
unopposed. Further vic-
tories for the BJP were
registered in Ward No. 1
of Kutiyana Municipality,
Valsad Municipality, and
Vanthali in Junagadh. Sim-
ilarly, in Halol Municipal-
ity, the BJP panel emerged
victoriousin Ward No. 1.In
Khedbrahma, all four BJP
candidates from Ward No. 1
secured a win, reinforcing
the party’s stronghold.

The ruling party also
claimed Ward No. 1 in Halol
Municipality.

Early results show a vic-
torious start for the BJP

in Raipur’s Gandhinagar
Taluka Panchayat seat and
Ward No. 1 of Jamjodhpur.
The first ward of Chorwad
Municipality also went in
favour of the BJP.

Elsewhere, the party
registered significant wins
in Chalala, Amreli, secur-
ing four seats in the 24-seat
Chalala Napa. The BJP also
swept Ward No. 1 in Prantij
(Sabarkantha), Talod, and
Kodinar. Another notable
win was recorded in Mansa
Municipality’s Ward No. 1.
In Lunawada, all four BJP
candidates clinched vic-
tory in Ward No. 1, while
in Dhrol Napa, the BJP
secured a win in the same
ward.

The party also tri-
umphed in Ward No. 1 in
Sanand Napa, Jamjodh-
pur, and Kodinar. Addi-
tionally, the BJP won in
Sabarkantha’s Prantij
and Talod. The elections
in Songadh Municipality
(Tapi) saw the BJP secur-
ing four seats, marking a
significant opening in the
28-seat municipal body.

The local body elec-
tions are divided into two
main categories: Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs)
and Rural Local Bodies
(RLBs). ULBs include
Municipal Corporations
and Municipalities that
govern cities and towns,
while RLBs comprise Dis-

trict Panchayats, Taluka
Panchayats, and Gram
Panchayats, which over-
see rural administration.

Gujarat has six major
Municipal Corporations --
Ahmedabad, Surat, Vado-
dara, Rajkot, Bhavnagar,
and Jamnagar -- each
responsible for manag-
ing urban infrastructure,
sanitation, water supply,
and public amenities. Addi-
tionally, there are over 150
Municipalities that govern
smaller towns.

The state also has 33
District Panchayats and
248 Taluka Panchayats
that handle rural devel-
opment programs, village
infrastructure, and local
governance matters.

Village Panchayats,
which form the lowest tier
of local governance, play
a significant role in imple-
menting state and Central
government schemes at the
grassroots level. Elections
for these bodies are keenly
contested, with major polit-
ical parties like the BJP,
Indian National Congress
(INC), and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) competing for
control. Historically, the
BJP has dominated Guja-
rat's local body elections,
especially in urban areas
where it has consistently
secured major victories in
Municipal Corporations.
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Qatar’s Amir to hold meeting with PM
Modi, receive ceremonial welcome at

IANS

NEW DELHI : Qatar’s
Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al Thani is in India
for a two-day state visit,
marking his second visit
to the country since March
2015 at the invitation of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

The Emir, accompanied
by a high-level delegation
that includes ministers,
senior officials, and a
business delegation, will
be accorded a ceremonial
welcome at the forecourt of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, New
Delhi, at 10:00 a.m. Tuesday
for a ceremonial reception.

The Emir will then pro-
ceed to a bilateral meeting
with Prime Minister Nar-

Rashtrapati Bhavan today

endra Modi at Hyderabad
House at 12:00 p.m.

This meeting will focus
on strengthening the long-
standing relationship
between the two nations,
with various issues of
mutual interest expected
to be discussed.

At 1:00 p.m., an exchange
of Memoranda of Under-
standing (MOUs) will take
place at the same venue,
marking a key milestone in
the collaboration between
India and Qatar.

In the evening, at 7:00
p.m., Sheikh Tamim will
meet with President Drau-
padi Murmu at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan. The day will
conclude with the Emir's
departure from India at
9:05 p.m.

In a special gesture,
Prime Minister Modi
personally welcomed
Sheikh Tamim at the Air
Force Station in Palam
on Monday evening. The
warm embrace shared
between the two leaders
reflected the deep bond
and special relationship
between India and Qatar.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) posted
on X, "A special gesture
for a special friend! PM
Modi welcomed HH Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thani, Amir of Qatar, at
the airport, as he arrived
in New Delhi on his second
state visit to India. The
visit will further strength-
en the bonds of India-Qatar
partnership.”

— )

Tesla ramps up hiring in
India after Elon Musk-PM
Modimeet in US

IANS

NEW DELHI : After the
successful visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to the US, Elon Musk-run
Tesla has ramped up hiring
in India, a market where it
is slated to enter anytime
soon.

The hiring by Tesla
in India comes as Musk
met PM Modi in Wash-
ington, DC, last week and
discussed various issues,
including space, mobility,
technology and innovation.

On its LinkedIn page,
the electric car-maker has
posted hiring alerts for at
least 13 roles — mostly in
Mumbai and Delhi.

The jobs include busi-
ness operation analyst,
service technician and var-
ious advisory roles, includ-
ing customer engagement
manager and order opera-
tions specialist, as per its
LinkedIn advertisements.

The hiring comes at a
time when India has now
reduced basic customs
duty on high-end cars
priced above $40,000 from
110 per cent to 70 per cent.

Musk has toyed with the
idea of developing a more
affordable version of Tesla
for the India market but
there has not been much
movement on it yet.

After meeting PM
Modi, Musk said it was an
“honour to meet” him.

“It was a delight to meet
Elon Musk’s family and to
talk about a wide range of
subjects,” PM Modi earlier
posted on X. “We discussed
various issues, includ-
ing those he is passionate
about such as space, mobil-
ity, technology, and innova-
tion. I talked about India’s
efforts towards reform and
furthering ‘Minimum Gov-
ernment, Maximum Gov-
ernance”.

The Tesla and SpaceX
CEO called on PM Modi at
the Blair House in Wash-
ington, DC.

“PM Modi and Musk dis-
cussed strengthening col-
laboration between Indian
and US entities in innova-
tion, space exploration, arti-
ficial intelligence, and sus-
tainable development. Their
discussion also touched on
opportunities to deepen

" el

cooperation in emerging
technologies, entrepreneur-
ship, and good governance,"
according to a statement
from the MEA.

During the meeting, the
PM also presented books
to Elon Musk’s three chil-
dren. He gifted them The
Crescent Moon by Rabi-
ndranath Tagore, The
Great RK Narayan Collec-
tion, and Panchatantra by
Pandit Vishnu Sharma. He
later also shared photos
that show the children
reading the books.

Meanwhile, Musk also
presented PM Modi with a
gift. It is speculated to be
a heat shield tile that flew
on SpaceX’s Starship flight
test 5 which took place in
October last year. The
object was engraved with
the words: "Starship flight
test 5, October 12, 2024."

: NEW DELHI :
{ Cell Chief Amit Malviya
¢ has hit back at the Leader
of Opposition (LoP) in Lok

{ to undermine the
i constitutional
: mandate of the
| elected government
© through malicious
¢ judicial activism.
. Additionally, it
| conveniently mis-
i reads and misinter-
i prets the Supreme
{ Court’sjudgmenton |
: the CEC’s appoint-

© ment,” Malviya stated in a
i post on X on Tuesday.

Politically motivated: Amit Malviya
hits back at Rahul Gandhi over CEC

appointment dissent note

IANS

BJP IT

Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, for

| submitting a dissent note
i over the appointment of
. the Chief Election Com-
| missioner (CEC), calling it

"politically motivated" and

lacking merit.

“It is an attempt

Gandhi, in his dissent

i note, cited a March 2023
¢ ruling by a five-judge
| Constitution Bench led
i by Justice K.M. Joseph,
 which revised the process
. for appointing members of
| the Election Commission
i of India (ECI).

Giving reference to

{ the same ruling, Malviya
i argued, “To determine
i the original intent of the
. Constitution’s framers,
| the Court analyzed the

1949 Constituent Assem-

bly Debates and noted that
. the phrase ‘subject to the

provisions of any law to
be made by Parliament’ in
Article 324(2) explicitly left
the appointment process to
Parliament’s discretion.”
Before this ruling, the
President appointed the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Election Com-
missioners solely on the
Prime Minister’s recom-
mendation. The appoint-
ment process is now gov-

erned by the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service, and Term of
Office) Act, 2023, Malviya
said further.

Malviya elaborated that
under this Act, a search
committee led by the Law
Minister, along with two
senior bureaucrats, short-
lists five candidates. This
listis then sent to a selection
committee comprising the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of Opposition, and a Union
Cabinet Minister (in this
case, the Home Minister).
The President appoints the

new CEC based on their rec-
ommendation.

“The Congress, and
the Gandhis in particu-
lar, should be the last to
sermonize on the appoint-
ment of the CEC, given
their record of abusing
the office, appointing
pliant candidates, and later
rewarding them with polit-
ical appointments after
stepping down,” Malviya
added.

Earlier,
Rahul Gandhi
questioned the
urgency of the
appointment,
highlighting that
the composition
~ of the selection
¢ J committee is

under judicial
review.

“The Modi
government has exacer-
bated concerns over the
integrity of our electoral
process by violating the
Supreme Court’s order and
removing the Chief Justice
of India from the selection
panel,” he wrote in a post
on X on Tuesday.

Gandhi, who participat-
ed in the selection meeting,
submitted a dissent note to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah, arguing that
an independent Election
Commission depends on a
transparent selection pro-
cess, free from executive
influence.

Labour participation raterises
in urban areas, reflecting higher
employment: Centre

IANS

NEW DELHI : Labour
Force Participation Rate
(LFPR) in India’s urban
areas among persons of
age 15 years and above

has risen to 50.4 per cent
in the October-December

quarter in 2024 -- from 49.9

| percent in the same quar-
i ter of the previous year,
. reflecting an increase in

employment in the coun-

| try, according to data
released by the Ministry

of Statistics on Tuesday.
LFPR for males of age 15

i years and above in urban

areas increased to 75.4

per cent during October-
© December period, from 74.1
i percent during the same

quarter in 2023, reflect-

ing the overall increasing
i trend in male LFPR.

LFPR among females
of age 15 years and above

i for urban areas increased
i to0 25.2 per cent during the

quarter from 25 per cent

! in the same period of the
i preceding year.

The Worker Popula-

. tion Ratio (WPR), which
: is another indicator of

employment, also went

. up in urban areas among
persons of age 15 years to
i 47.2 per cent in Oct-Dec,
1 2024 from 46.6 period in
{ the same quarter of 2023,

according to the govern-

ment data.

WPR for males of age 15

| years and above for urban

areas increased to 70.9 per
cent during the quarter

from 69.8 per cent in the

same period of the pre-
vious year, reflecting an
overall increasing trend
in male WPR.

The figures also show
that the unemployment
rate (UR) in urban areas
among persons of age 15
years and above decreased
from 6.5 per cent during
October-December, 2023 to
6.4 per cent during Octo-
ber-December, 2024.

UR among males of
age 15 years and above
remained the same at 5.8
per cent during October-
December, 2023 and Octo-
ber-December, 2024 while
UR among females of age 15
years and above decreased
from 8.6 per cent to 8.1 per
cent during this period.

The Ministry said that a
rotational panel sampling
design has been used in
urban areas for the collec-
tion of the data.

In this rotational panel
scheme, each selected
household in urban areas
is visited four times, in
the beginning with ‘First
Visit Schedule’ and thrice
periodically later with a
‘Revisit Schedule’. The
scheme of rotation ensures
that 75 per cent of the first-
stage sampling units are
matched between two con-
secutive visits.

Considering the impor-
tance of providing labour
force data at more frequent
time intervals, the Nation-
al Sample Survey Office
(NSSO) launched the Peri-
odic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) in April 2017.

Cong can never be true, trustworthy to Ambedkar's thinking and policies:

IANS

NEW DELHI : Bahujan Samaj
Party supremo Mayawati on
Tuesday slammed Congress,
saying the party can never be
true and trustworthy to Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar's thinking
and policies.

Mayawati's remarks came
after Congress leader and former
MP Udit Raj made some contro-
versial comments and alleged
death threats against her.

In a post on X, she said Con-
gress never respected Ambed-
kar, and no matter how many
programmes the party claims
to run in his honour, they are
meaningless since these are
only for political gains.

She wrote in Hindi on X

(loosely translated as): "The
Congress party, especially,
which has disdained at every
level the humanitarian struggle
of Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar for
self-respect and self-esteem
of millions of exploited and
oppressed Dalits/ Bahujans,
even during his lifetime and
after his death, can never be
true and trustworthy to his
thinking and policies. There-
fore, no matter how many pro-
grammes the Congress organiz-
es in the name of 'Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Mandal, Jai Samvid-
han' etc. for purely political and
electoral gains, the followers of
Baba Saheb are not going to be
misled by them. They are aware
and alert and are struggling to
stand on their own feet.

The BSP chief also cautioned
the Dalits against those within
the community who misuse
the cause for personal benefits.
She said, "Along with this, the
Bahujan Samaj needs to be cau-
tious of some party-changing
opportunists and selfish Dalits
who keep making baseless
statements etc. to please their
masters and should not take
them seriously because they
are ignorant and unfamiliar
with the 'social change and eco-
nomic liberation' movement'.

Udit Raj, during an event in
Lucknow, has allegedly said
that Mayawati has "strangled
the social movement and it was
time to strangle her".

The controversial statement
has instigated a row and con-

cerns have been raised about
the security of the BSP chief.
Mayawati's nephew and BSP

“CM K¢

leader Akash Anand in a post
on X on Monday demanded
legal action against Udit Raj. "I

want to clearly tell @uppolice
that these criminals should be
arrested within 24 hours and
strict action should be taken
under the law, otherwise the
Bahujan youth of the country
is not going to sit quietly, I know
very well how to teach them a
lesson."

He wrote in Hindi that some
old associates of Kanshiram
Saheb, and sometimes BJP and
sometimes Congress sycophant,
Udit Raj spoke on Saheb's mis-
sion in Lucknow on Monday

"Whereas Udit Raj is notori-
ous for looking for opportuni-
ties in other parties for his self-
ish interests. He is concerned
about the Bahujan Movement
only so that he can become an
MP or MLA from some party.

Mayawati

This has nothing to do with
the upliftment of the Bahujan
society."

He said that the language
used was unacceptable. "I am
a young soldier of the Bahu-
jan Mission, but I understand
the mission of Baba Saheb and
Manyavar Saheb more than
him. The kind of threat thatisin
his language today is absolutely
unacceptable to us, to crores of
soldiers of the Bahujan Mis-
sion...Forgetting the mission
of Saheb in his selfishness, this
sycophant is today threatening
to 'strangle' our Mayawati, who
has given social and economic
freedom to millions of Dalits,
exploited, deprived the poor
of the country with political
power," Anand said.
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Asian Water bird census
to be conducted across
25 Wetlands in Kashml

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Depart-
ment of Wildlife Protec-
tion, in collaboration with
the Wular Conservation
and Management Author-
ity (WUCMA), is set to con-
duct the Asian Waterbird
Census (AWC) 2025 on Feb-
ruary 19.

This annual initiative
plays a crucial role in esti-
mating the population of
migratory birds visiting
Kashmir’s wetlands and
assessing the ecological
health of these vital habitats.

Ahead of the census,
an orientation program
was conducted on Today,
at IMPA, where volunteers
received specialized train-
ing in bird identification,
population estimation
techniques, and data col-
lection methods.

The session saw partici-
pation from scholars from
SKUAST, students from
various colleges, and mem-
bers of prominent NGOs
such as Wildlife Conserva-
tion Fund, SRDE, Wildlife
SOS, WRCF, and SEEDS.

Also, officials from the
Forest Territorial Depart-
ment, Forest Protection
Force, Wildlife Depart-

ment, and WUCMA, along
with experienced bird-
watchers and conserva-
tionists, took part in the
training.

Speaking at the event,
Rashid Yahya Nagqash,
Regional Wildlife Warden
elaborated on the migrato-
ry patterns of birds arriv-
ing in Kashmir’s wetlands
between November and
March.

He highlighted the Cen-
tral Asian Flyway, a signifi-
cant migration route used
by birds traveling from
Russia, Siberia, Europe,
and China, and stressed
the importance of Kash-
mir’s wetlands as crucial
stopover points.

Tawheed Ahmad Deva,
Regional Wildlife Warden,
Kashmir, emphasized that
the census is a key sci-
entific exercise, as bird
migration serves as an
essential indicator of wet-
land health.

He also noted that over
the past two years, more
than 12 lakh migratory
birds have been recorded
in Kashmir’s wetlands,
reaffirming their global
ecological importance.

Altaf Hussain, Wildlife
Warden, Wetlands Kashmir,

and Coordinator of Wular
Conservation and Manage-
ment Authority (WUCMA),
expressed satisfaction that
most of Kashmir’s major
wetlands currently hold
sufficient water levels to
sustain migratory birds.

He highlighted that
interventions such as the
construction of regulatory
gates at Hokersar, in collab-
oration with the Irrigation
and Flood Control Depart-
ment, have significantly
improved water retention
in the Hokersar wetland.

He further noted that
Hokersar’s water levels are
now higher than they have
been in the past decade,
ensuring a more stable and
suitable habitat for migra-
tory birds.

The Asian Waterbird
Census 2025 will cover 25
key wetlands, including four
Ramsar sites—Hokersar,
Haigam, Shallabugh, and
Wular Lake—each serving
as a critical habitat for thou-
sands of migratory birds.

The census will be car-
ried out under strict super-
vision by trained personnel
from the Wildlife Depart-
ment, WUCMA, Forest
Protection Force, and the
Forest Department.

Teams of experts and
volunteers will systemati-
cally record bird species,
count populations, and
document behavioral pat-
terns to ensure accurate
data collection.

Following the field
survey, avian experts will
analyze the collected data,
compiling a comprehensive
report on species diversi-
ty, population trends, and
overall wetland health.

This report will be
instrumental in shaping
future conservation poli-
cies and wetland manage-
ment strategies.

Owais Farooq Mir, Coor-
dinator, Wular Conserva-
tion Authority, expressed
gratitude to all partici-
pants, emphasizing that the
census is directly linked to
the long-term preservation
of Kashmir’s wetlands,
which play a crucial role
in maintaining ecological
balance and supporting
biodiversity.

As the Asian Waterbird
Census 2025 unfolds, con-
servationists and wildlife
officials remain committed
to protecting these vital
ecosystems and ensuring
the continued survival of
migratory bird populations.

Mission YUVA accomplishes
baseline survey of over 1.1 cr people

CS terms exercise crucial in shaplng roadmap to tackle unemployment

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo, today con-
vened a meeting with all
the stakeholders to assess
outcomes of a month long
baseline survey conduct-
ed under Mission Yuva
Udyami Vikas Abhiyan
(YUVA) aiming identifica-
tion of potential entrepre-
neurs and challenges faced
by the existing enterprises
in J&K.

The survey, carried out
digitally from Ist of Janu-
ary this year, encompassed
whole adult population of
the UT residing in both
rural and urban areas.
The mammoth exercise
was accomplished with the
help of nearly 18,000 inves-
tigators and 800 supervi-
sors who visited around
23.64 lakh households in
different districts of J&K
to identify the potential
entrepreneurs (PEs).

Dulloo, while making
observations about this
survey, remarked that car-
rying out such a massive
exercise in record time is
commendable. He termed
it crucial for determining
aroadmap to deal with the
unemployment issue in
the region. He impressed
upon the concerned to
come up with a compre-
hensive report based on
the insights made in the
survey. He advised for
stacking the data so that
the relevant stacks are
used by the Universities
and research institutions
for completing research
papers over the same sub-
ject matter.

The Chief Secretary
also advised the develop-
ers to separately catego-
rise the self employment
schemes from social
security and others. He
stressed on making provi-
sion of scheme advisor in
the YUVA application so
that the potential entre-

preneurs are guided as per
their strengths and area of
interest.

He reiterated the sig-
nificance of augmenting
the institutional struc-
ture envisaged under this
scheme so that the hand-
holding of applicants is
done to transform them
into successful entrepre-
neurs. He directed the
bank authorities to make
a customised loan product
to be offered under YUVA
scheme.

Dulloo also enjoined
upon the Deputy Commis-
sioners to identify the qual-
ity manpower in their dis-
tricts for acting as ‘YUVA
Doots’ who would groom
the PEs in strategising to
become entrepreneurs of
their choice. He sought
suggestions from the par-
ticipating Vice Chancel-
lors of local Universities,
Chairman J&K Bank,
Director IIM Jammu, IIT,
CGM NABARD in framing
a better roadmap to deal
with unemployment across
J&K.

While speaking about
this baseline survey, DG,
E&S, Satveer Kour, gave
out some insights about
the data collected from
each surveyed member.
She revealed that the
questionnaire was com-
prised of 15 household
related queries, 10 indi-
vidual specific questions
and 42 questions posed to
PEs. Besides, 37 queries
were related to unregis-

tered enterprises and 88
to registered enterprises.
She elaborated that
these questions were aimed
at capturing demographic
details like age, employ-
ment status, sector, activ-
ity etc. It simultaneously
recorded financial, market
and skill details of each
individual/enterprises as
the case may be. Lastly, it
delved into determining
the challenges faced by
the individuals and enter-
prises in starting their
enterprises or challenges
faced by the existing units
to flourish their business.

Secretary, L&E, Kumar
Rajeev Ranjan, in his pre-
sentation highlighted the
methodology and outcomes
of the baseline survey. He
also explained the work-
ing of Mission YUVA app
in creation of successful
enterprises together with
capacity building of these
entrepreneurs.

He said that among the
key pillars of this mis-
sion is formulation of
scheme for creating mass
awareness and institu-
tional mechanism to sup-
port this whole process to
ensure that the set objec-
tives are accomplished in
a time bound manner. He
further apprised the meet-
ing that survey dataset is
organised and structured
to enable data analysis as
each respondent had been
assigned a unique ID with
metadata saved and GIS
location/time stamps pre-

served to verify each set of
data anytime later.

He divulged that a com-
prehensive report is going
to be compiled in next 2
months and will be put in
public domain for academ-
ic purpose and informed
decision making by the
policymakers.

Giving insights into the
observations made after
analysing this data, Direc-
tor Employment and MD,
Mission YUVA, Shahzad
Alam made out that
around 64.86 lakh individu-
als in the age group of 18-60
years were surveyed find-
ing around 8.27 lakh poten-
tial entrepreneurs as per
the operational guidelines.

Regarding dynamics of
the data, he illustrated that
the above number when
filtered using certain cri-
terion like age group of
18-39 years came down to
7.038 lakh and got further
reduced to 5.52 lakh when
filtered as per education
standard of ‘Secondary &
above’ and 5.13 lakh when
aspirants pursuing higher
education were excluded to
be identified as Potential
Entrepreneurs.

About the key insights
made after this baseline
survey, it was revealed
that 16.7% of individuals
in unregistered activity
have reported to have avail
loans less than Rs 5 lakh.
The major challenge, they
enumerated, in availing
loans is high interest rates
and collaterals.
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I'T Commissioner Secretary Reviews
Progress On CSCs, e-Unnat portal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner Secretary, Informa-
tion Technology, Saurabh
Bhagat, held a meeting
to review progress on
Common Service Centres
(CSCs) and e-Unnat portal at
Civil Secretariat, Srinagar.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Rupesh Kumar, CEO,
JaKeGA; Ajaz Qaiser, Addi-
tional Secretary, IT; Manju
Gupta, DGM, J&K Bank;
Faizan Manzoor, State Head,
J&K, CSC e-Governance
Service Limited; Malika
Raina, Under Secretary, IT
and SeMT (State e-Mission
Team), J&K besides other
officers and officials.
Regarding improve-
ments in access to digital
services and bridging the
digital divide, particularly in
remote and challenging ter-
rains of J&K, the Commis-
sioner Secretary directed
CSC-SPV (Special Purpose
Vehicle) to expeditiously
complete its target of estab-
lishing 940 new CSC touch
points. He was informed
that, so far, 650 new touch
points have already been
established in various gov-
ernment offices and insti-
tutions. He directed the
officers to ensure even dis-
tribution of CSCs across the
UT while establishing new

points in order to achieve
saturation.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary had detailed discus-
sion with J&K Bank regard-
ing the steps which need to
be taken up by J&K Bank to
enable onboarding of CSCs
to work as Business Cor-
respondents (BCs). He was
informed that 313 CSCs in
J&K are already working as
BCs for several banks like
IDBI, PNB, BOB, HDFC
and AXIS. Working as BCs
for J&K Bank will further
enhance financial inclusion
across the Union Territory,
he added.

Currently, UT of J&K
aims at onboarding 700
more CSCs as Business Cor-
respondents to give further
thrust to financial inclusion.

It was informed in the
meeting that the IT depart-
ment has notified rates to
avail various online ser-
vices which envisage Rs. 50
per service for government

to citizen services and Rs. 75
for government to business
services to prevent cases
of overcharging by VLEs.
In addition to fixation of
charges, the department
also carries out regular
inspection drives to mitigate
overcharging instances.
The Commissioner Sec-
retary asked the concerned
to integrate all 1166 online
services available at e-Unnat
Portal of Jammu and Kash-
mir into Digital CSC Seva
Portal, a CSC platform.
Pertinently, e-Unnat
is the integrated services
delivery portal of J&K facili-
tating citizens with easy
access to all government
schemes and services under
one umbrella. Jammu and
Kashmir is one of the lead-
ing States/UTs in whole
country in initiating the
integration of its services
with CSC platform. This ini-
tiative of integration aims
at providing streamlined,

effective, hassle-free and
robust service delivery to
general public living even
in the remotest areas.
Saurabh Bhagat directed
the officers to ensure com-
pletion of all major deliver-
ables identified by the Chief
Secretary in a time bound
manner. These deliverables
included even distribution
of new CSC touch points;
enabling onboarding of CSCs
as BCs with J&K Bank; strict
adherence to notified service
charges by the CSCs; regu-
lar inspections of CSCs by
IT Department and support
of JaKeGA and all depart-
ments in integrating their
services expeditiously with
CSC platform. All these
efforts shall strengthen the
CSC ecosystem by making it
more sustainable besides pro-
viding more opportunities of
livelihood for the youth and
enabling CSCs to deliver wide
range of services evenly and
effectively at grassroots level.

“TaLeem Hao Hai HamArA’

SYSF leads anti-drug awareness
campalgn at GSCI Pulwama
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GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a resolute
effort to combat the grow-
ing drug menace, the Save
Youth Save Future Foun-
dation (SYSF) organized
an Anti-Drug Awareness
Program at GSCI Pul-
wama under its flagship
initiative, “Taleem Haq
Hai Hamara.” The initia-
tive, aimed at empowering
youth through education
while tackling critical
social issues, saw active
participation from stu-
dents, educators, and com-
munity leaders.

The program was
attended by several dis-
tinguished dignitaries,
including SP Pulwama
Shafat Ahmad, Head of
Awqaf Drussu Pulwama
Nazir Ahmad Mir, Dis-
trict Coordinator SYSF
Pulwama Jasib Shabir,
renowned educator Inayat
Ahmad, social activist
Junaid Yousuf, and Hoops
& Art Designer Nisha
Fayaz Wani. Their pres-
ence underscored a shared
commitment to protecting
Kashmir’s youth from the
dangers of drug abuse.

Students engaged in
meaningful discussions,
sharing their experiences
and insights on the devas-
tating effects of drugaddic-

tion in their communities.
The program focused on
preventive strategies and
the importance of early
intervention.

In his address, SP Pul-
wama Shri Shafat Ahmad
emphasized the crucial
role of education in com-
bating drug abuse. He high-
lighted the importance of
community-driven efforts
in tackling the issue and
urged the youth to stay
vigilant and proactive in
the fight against substance
addiction.

SYSF Pulwama District
Coordinator Jasib Shabir
delivered a powerful
speech, shedding light on
the alarming rise in drug
consumption among the
youth and stressing the
need for preventive mea-
sures. He shared key strat-
egies to counter the crisis
effectively, leaving a strong
impact on the students and
inspiring them to take a
stand against drug abuse.

The event concluded
with students, faculty,
and community members
taking a collective pledge
to work towards build-
ing a healthier, drug-free
society. The initiative rein-
forced the commitment
to fostering a safer envi-
ronment for the youth of
Kashmir.

H&ME Minister reviews progress
on development works, welfare
schemesi in Srlnagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister
for Health and Medical
Education, Social Welfare
and Education, Sakeena
Itoo, today convened a
marathon meeting here to
review progress on devel-
opment works besides
assessing implementation
of government sponsored
schemes across Srinagar
district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Members of Legisla-
tive Assembly from Sri-
nagar district including
Mubarak Gul, Salman
Sagar, Tanveer Sadiq,
Ehsan Pardesi and Mush-
taq Ahmad Guru besides
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat; Commissioner
SMC, Dr Owais Ahmad;
Director School Educa-
tion Kashmir; Director
Health Services Kashmir
and other senior officers of
police and district admin-
istration.

During the meeting,
the Minister held detailed
deliberations regard-
ing various ongoing key
projects and development
works undertaken in the
district. She also had a
comprehensive review of
implementation of vari-
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ous beneﬁc1ary oriented
schemes.

Addressing the officers
on the occasion, the Min-
ister emphasized that the
present dispensation led
by Chief Minister, Omar
Abdullah, is commit-
ted to address the public
issues on priority basis
and improve their socio-
economic conditions at
grassroots level. We are
resolute to fulfill public
aspirations and ensure
better facilities and ser-
vices to them.

The Minister stressed
on choosing priority
projects with achievable
deadlines that align with
the budget cycle and ful-
fill public needs and their
aspirations. She impressed
upon the officers to work
with added zeal and sense
of responsibility and
attend public in a compas-
sionate manner, ensuring
prompt redressal of their
issues and developmental
needs.

The Minister under-
lined that Srinagar is the
face of Kashmir and all
necessary measures must
be taken to make it more
beautiful besides ensuring
up to mark facilities to its
residents and the visitors
as well.

Jal Shakti Minister attends ‘All India State
Ministers' conference on water in Rajasthan

Terms initiative a significant milestone in shaping India’s water security future

GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDAIPUR, (RAJASTHAN) :
Minister for Jal Shakti, Javed
Ahmed Rana, today attended
the second All India State
Ministers' Conference 2025 on
Water held at Udaipur, Rajas-
than.

The two day conference
being convened from Febru-
ary 18 to 19 themed "Water
Vision@2047, A Water Secure
Nation," is being organised by
the National Water Mission,
Ministry for Jal Shakti.

The Minister, while address-
ing the conference, shared per-
spectives on the broad approach
of government of Jammu and
Kashmir towards sustainable
use of water resources. He
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highlighted Jammu Kashmir's
Water Policy on the subject of
water supply and storage man-
agement.

"We have to keep a focussed
approach towards augmenting
our water sources and ensure
sustainable water resource
management for future genera-
tions," maintained the Minister.

Rana said that change in the
weather pattern due to global
warming has put extra pres-
sure on our water resources
and there is a need to protect
and preserve them for the gen-
erations to come.

"Effective management
of water resources demands
a holistic and participatory
approach. It is the responsibil-
ity of each and every one of

us, to be aware of the value of
water and act to preserve this
vital resource," asserted the
Minister.

He added that there is a
need to undertake scientific
measures towards this direc-
tion including planting of trees
around the water sources and
maintaining cleanliness.
He said that the vision of a
developed, water-secure India
emphasises the importance of
sustainable water management
to support agriculture, indus-
try and domestic use while pre-
serving our rivers and ecosys-
tems for generations to come.
He shared the ideas, vision
and the steps being taken up
by the Jammu and Kashmir
government for integrated

and sustainable water man-
agement. He also highlighted
the initiatives being taken up
by the government to provide
safe drinking water to people,
improve groundwater levels
and formulate the plans under
Water Vision-2047.

Sharing his thoughts on
the Conference, Rana said that
this innovative conference will
be a significant milestone in
shaping India’s water security
future. He said that the confer-
ence focussed on the concrete
actions required to turn the
Water Vision@2047 into reality
and it is certainly a landmark
event, bringing together top
policymakers and experts to
shape India’s water security
vision.



