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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi16th 

Year Of  Publication Thank you Visakhapatnam!  
The roadshow today was spectacular. Happy 
that our Nari Shakti and Yuva Shakti came to 
bless us in large numbers.

Police Bust 
Major Drug 
Racket, 2 Held

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: A major 
drug racket was busted 
by the J&K Police, said 
officials here on Wednes-
day, adding that two ped-
dlers were arrested and a 
consignment of  eight kg 
heroin was recovered.

A police statement said 
that in a successful anti-
narcotic operation, police 
in Srinagar district arrest-
ed two drug peddlers from 
whom eight kg of  heroin 
was recovered.

“A ‘Naka’ (Checkpost) 
was established by P-06

Soldier Ends 
Life Over 
'Blackmail'

AGENCIES

JAMMU: A 27-year-old 
Army jawan, took his own 
life in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Poonch on Janu-
ary 4, alleging prolonged 
harassment and black-
mail by a woman and her 
accomplices.

The jawan has been 
identified as Krishna 
Kumar Yadav, a resident of  
Amarsar village in Jaipur. 
In his suicide note, Yadav 
has recounted an incident 
that took place two years 
ago and has been haunting 
him ever since.

According to his P-06

“THE ROAD USED BEFORE WAS AVALANCHE-PRONE AND OFTEN GOT BLOCKED FOR 
several months, but the Z-Morh tunnel provides all-weather connectivity to the Sonamarg tourist town. It takes only 
15 minutes to travel the 6.5 km long tunnel compared to hours over the zig-zag road up and down the hills.

2025 Begins With 59% 
Deficit Rainfall In J&K

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The New 
Year—2025 has begun with 
the deficit precipitation as 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
recorded a deficiency of  59 
percent in the first week of  
January.

According to the details, 
from January 01 to January 
08, J&K has recorded a deficit 
rainfall of  59 percent despite 
the recent snowfall in most 
parts of  the Valley. Against 
the normal rainfall of  18.4 
mm, J&K has recorded a pre-
cipitation of  7.6 mm.

Nine stations across J&K 
including the winter capital 
of  the Union Territory—
Jammu recorded large defi-
cit rainfall. The large deficit 
rainfall is being marked from 
60 per cent to 99 per cent.

Four stations includ-
ing the summer capital of  
Jammu and Kashmir, Sri-
nagar have recorded the 
normal precipitation during 

the period. As per the details, 
Budgam and Ganderbal sta-
tions in central Kashmir saw 
large excess rainfall from 
January 01 to January 08.

Meanwhile, the local 
Meteorological department 
(MeT) has issued a yellow 
warning, saying that there 
is a possibility of  an isolated 
cold wave till January 10.

Amidst the forecast of  an 
isolated cold wave, Director 
MeT, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad 
said that there is a possibil-
ity of  generally dry weather 
conditions and cloudiness 
during the 10th evening and 
night.

On January 11, he said 
that generally cloudy weath-
er is expected with possibil-
ity of  light rain in plains of  
Jammu and snow at isolated 
higher reaches of  Jammu 
division & Kashmir division.

On January 12-14, the 
weather would remain gen-
erally dry, he said, adding 
that on January P-06

PM Modi To Inaugurate 
Z-Morh Tunnel On January 13

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is scheduled 
to visit Jammu and Kashmir 
on January 13 to inaugurate 
the Z-Morh tunnel on the Sri-
nagar-Sonamarg road to make 
Sonamarg an all-weather tour-
ist destination.

Official sources said that 
the PM will arrive on January 
13 to physically inaugurate 
the Z-Morh tunnel that will 
bypass the road from Gagangir 
to Sonamarg allowing visitors 
and locals to visit the hill sta-
tion throughout the year.

At present, the Gagangir-
Sonamarg stretch of  the road 
gets blocked by heavy snowfall 
and avalanches that hit the 
area every year.

The Z-Morh Tunnel is 
a 6.5 km long 2-lane road 
tunnel between Gagangir 
and Sonamarg in the Gan-
derbal district of  Jammu and 
Kashmir. It is named after 
the Z-shaped stretch of  road 
that the tunnel has replaced 
(Z-Morh translates to “Z-turn” 
in English).

The road used before was 

avalanche-prone and often got 
blocked for several months, 
but the Z-Morh tunnel pro-
vides all-weather connectivity 
to the Sonamarg tourist town. 
It takes only 15 minutes to 
travel the 6.5 km long tunnel 
compared to hours over the 
zig-zag road up and down the 
hills.

Together with the adjacent 

Zoji-La Tunnel, this geostra-
tegically important tunnel on 
the Srinagar-Leh Highway will 
provide year-round weather-
proof  connectivity to Baltal 
(Amarnath cave), Kargil and 
other places in the Ladakh 
region.

It will also enhance military 
logistics and boost tourism and 
the economy. In addition to 

providing all-weather connec-
tivity to Sonamarg, the tunnel 
will help the employment of  
local youth and boost tourism 
and allied activities in the area.

It is one of  the 31 road tun-
nels, 20 in Jammu and Kash-
mir and 11 in Ladakh.

The construction of  the 
tunnel was started in 2018.

The tunnel P-06

JK An Important Place On 

National Cultural Map: LG Sinha
Says Youth Are Responsible For Writing Their Own Destiny, Shaping The Future Of JK

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Maintaining that the 
youth are responsible for writ-
ing their own destiny and shap-
ing the future of  Jammu Kash-

mir, the Union Territory Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
said on Wednesday advised the 
youth from removing the word 
impossible from their r diction-
ary and move forward P-06

LG Meets Politicians, 
Several Delegations
JAMMU: Former Minister and 
legislator besides several delega-
tions on Wednesday called upon 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha and dis-
cussed various issues.

Nazir Ahmad Khan, Chair-
man, District  Development 
Council Budgam, called on LG 
and submitted a memorandum 
of  demands to him highlight-
ing key development issues of  
Budgam district including stop-
page of  the Vande P-06

...Train To Kashmir

High-Speed Trial Held On 
Katra-Banihal Section

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Indian Rail-
ways has achieved a historic 
milestone with the successful 
completion of  a high-speed 
trial on the challenging 180-
degree climb from Katra to 
Banihal under the Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail 
Link (USBRL) project.

This development, con-
ducted under adverse con-
ditions, marks a major step 
towards connecting the 

Kashmir Valley with the rest 
of  India via a direct rail link.

Northern Railway Safety 
Commissioner Dinesh Chand 
Deswal described the event 
as a promising advancement 
for the Indian Railways, sig-
naling the potential launch 
of  the much-awaited rail ser-
vice. “The trial at 110 km/h 
on the 180-degree climb is a 
significant achievement in 
the history of  Indian Rail-
ways,” Deswal said.

The high-speed trial P-06

Omar Must Lead Statehood, 
Art-370 Struggle: Ruhullah

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: National Con-
ference leader and Member 
of  Parliament, Aga Syed 
Ruhullah Mehdi on Wednes-
day expressed scepticism 
about the restoration of  
statehood to Jammu and 
Kashmir in the near future.

He accused the BJP of  
orchestrating a governance 
structure in J&K that side-
lined the role of  an elected 

government, leaving it over-
shadowed by the Lieutenant 
Governor.

Mehdi said, “The BJP has 
designed the system in a way 
that even if  an elected gov-
ernment led by Omar Abdul-
lah is in place, its authority 
would be diminished by the 
LG. Whenever the Chief  
Minister convenes a meet-
ing, the LG holds a similar 
one the next day, creating the 
impression that P-06

Kashmir’s Traditional Stone Carving 
Faces Collapse Amid Mining Ban
Carvers Seek Govt Support, Sustainable Solutions; Say 
Hundreds Of Families Lost Livelihoods

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Stone carv-
ers in Sanderkoot village of  
north Kashmir’s Bandipora 
district are grappling with 
the fallout of  a mining ban 
imposed in 2019 which has 
now disrupted a centuries-
old tradition of  stone carving, 
leaving hundreds of  families 
without their primary source 
of  income.

The carvers, locally 
referred to as sang taraash, 
have relied on devere stone 
from local mountains for gen-
erations to craft curbstones, 
gravestones, and floor stones. 
Since the 2019 mining ban, 
they have lost access to this 
essential material, halting 

their craft and threatening 
their livelihoods and a cen-
turies-old cultural tradition.

Notably, the Sanderkoot 
village is renowned for its 
centuries-old tradition of  
stone carving, which holds a 
significant place in Kashmir's 
cultural heritage.

The skilled artisans have 
been crafting exquisite stone 
pieces such as curbstones, 
gravestones, and floor stones 
from the region’s unique 
devere stone.

Sharing his concern with 
a local news agency KNO, 
Shakeel Ahmad, a local who 
took up the craft in 2008, said 
they now face challenges. 
“For years, I supported my 
family with this work. After 

the ban, everything changed. 
The government tells us to 
look for other jobs but does 
not provide alternatives or 
address our concerns. This is 
not just about stone carving; 
it’s about survival for many 
of  us," he said.

Mushtaq Ahmad, another 
carver, said this craft has 
been in their families for hun-
dreds of  years. "It’s not just 
a job but a way of  life. Gen-
erations have passed this skill 
down, and now we cannot 
continue it. The government 
is preserving other art forms, 
so why not ours? We only ask 
for the means to work again," 
he said.

Haleema Begum, the wife 
of  a stone carver, P-06

Insta Page 
Admin Booked 
For Defamation

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Police in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Doda dis-
trict have filed an 
FIR against the 
administrator 
of  an Instagram 
account, "Bhad-
erwah Confes-
sion Page," for 
allegedly sharing 
defamatory and 
‘false’ content about sev-
eral individuals.

The administrator is 
accused of  spreading “fabri-
cated and malicious” informa-
tion, significantly impacting 
the victims' personal lives.

The police said that the action 
followed multiple complaints 
from individuals who claimed 
their names were used in false 
narratives shared on the social 
media page, a police spokesper-
son reported. The FIR was reg-
istered at Bhaderwah police sta-
tion under the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita and the Information 
Technology Act.

Authorities have launched 
an investigation to identify 
and apprehend the person 
responsible for defamation, 
public mischief, and intimida-
tion.

The police warned P-06
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DC Srinagar reviews 
arrangements for 
Republic Day-2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In connec-
tion with celebrations of  
forthcoming Republic-
Day-2025, a meeting was 
held Wednesday under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud 
Din Bhat at Meeting Hall 
of  DC Office Complex here 
to ensure smooth and flaw-
less conduct of  the national 
event.

Senior Superintendent 
of  Police (SSP) Srinagar, 
Imtiyaz Ahmad was also 
present in the meeting.

At the outset, the DC took 
a Department wise review 
about the arrangements to 
be put in place by the respec-
tive Departments.

The DC directed the 
Officers of  the concerned 
Departments to ensure 
all preparations includ-
ing Seating arrangements, 
March Past Parade, Cultur-
al programmes, Transport 
& Parking facilities, Power 
& drinking Water Supply, 
deployment of  Sanitation 
staff, Medical/First Aid & 
Fire and Emergency teams, 
Installation of  Public 
Address System, besides 
illumination of  Govern-
ment Building on the eve 
of  upcoming Republic Day.

On the occasion, matters 
related to Security, Media 
Management and entry 
of  VVIPs, VIPs and other 
participants were also dis-
cussed in detail.

The DC stressed on 
making fool-proof  secu-
rity arrangements in and 
around the Stadium to 

ensure hassle-free celebra-
tions of  the function. He 
also enjoined upon the con-
cerned Officers to maintain 
close coordination with 
each other for holding the 
function smoothly.

Regarding parking for 
vehicles, the DC asked 
the Officers of  the Traffic 
Department to formulate 
an action plan so that the 
maximum number of  vehi-
cles of  the dignitaries and 
other participants coming 
to attend the function are 
accommodated in a hassle 
free manner.

SMC authorities were 
asked to ensure proper 
cleanliness in and around 
the Bakshi Stadium, besides 
functioning of  all wash-
rooms and mobile toilet 
facility at the venue on Janu-
ary 26. They were also asked 
to take measures for dog 
menace around the venue.

Dr Bilal asked the 

Education Department 
and Cultural Academy 
to ensure all necessary 
arrangements for board-
ing/lodging of  partici-
pating school children 
and Artists are taken 
care well in advance with 
concerned, while trans-
port arrangements will 
be made by JKRTC. He 
emphasized on proper 
safety measures of  the 
participants at the accom-
modations.

He also stressed on 
making elaborate arrange-
ments to tackle any water 
logging, if  any caused due 
to rain/snowfall on the 
occasion of  Full Dress 
rehearsal proceedings and 
the main event on 26th 
January.

The DC also asked the 
PDD for illumination of  
identified Government 
buildings and other promi-
nent spaces on the eve of  

the Republic Day-2025. He 
also asked the Officers to 
hoist the national flag in 
their respective offices on 
the Day.

SSP Srinagar also 
spoke on the occasion and 
briefed about the security 
plan being put in place for 
peaceful Republic day cel-
ebrations for this year.

Besides, Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner, Ghulam Hassan 
Sheikh, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Syed 
Ahmad Kataria,  Chief  
Planning Officer, Assis-
tant Commissioner Reve-
nue, SDM East, SDM West, 
Chief  Medical Officer, the 
meeting was attended by 
senior Officers of  PDD, 
PHE, R&B, SRTC, Cultur-
al Academy, Hospitality 
& Protocol, RTO, YS&S, 
Sports Council, Mechani-
cal Engineering and other 
line Departments.

Distt Admin G'bal holds grievance 

redressal camp at Wakura
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: A Block 
Diwas was convened 
Wednesday at the Tehsil 
Office Wakura to listen to 
public issues, grievances 
and demands for their 
timely redressal.

The camp, presided over 
by the Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue (ACR), 
Mohammad Altaf, was 
attended by a large number 
of  residents from Wakura 
block and surrounding 
areas.

Tehsildar Wakura, BDO 
Wakura, and officers from 
various line departments 
were also present.

During the session, the 
residents of  Wakura and 
nearby villages raised 
several pressing con-
cerns. They called for 
the enhancement of  PHC 
Wakura's infrastructure 
and the establishment of  
a Jan Aushadhi center 
there.

 Other issues raised 
included the designation 
of  Wakura as a horticul-
ture zone, improvements to 
irrigation canals, ensuring 
seed availability at the agri-
culture office, and address-

ing staff  shortages at the 
animal husbandry office, 
particularly the absence of  
a veterinary doctor.

The public also demand-
ed upgrades to playfield 
infrastructure, creation of  

employment opportunities, 
establishment of  a Skill 
Development Institute, and 
the development of  a recre-
ational park for children.

Additionally, residents 
urged the restoration of  
SRTC bus services to Lal 
Chowk, improvements to 
transportation services, 
and the repair of  the dete-
riorating condition of  
Wakura-Dab road.

The ACR instructed offi-
cers to coordinate closely 
to ensure the equitable 
development of  all areas. 
He directed concerned 
officers to prioritize resolv-
ing the public's genuine 
demands and submit a 
detailed report on pending 
issues for consideration by 
higher authorities.

The ACR reiterated the 
administration's commit-
ment to addressing these 
concerns promptly and 
encouraged active public 
participation in such out-
reach programs.

DC Sgr chairs DLC meet, 
finalizes action plan for 
re-verification of beneficiaries

DC B'la finalizes arrangements 
for Republic Day-2025

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
finalize the action plan for 
re-verification process of  
beneficiaries listed in the 
Public Distribution System 
(PDS) database in the Dis-
trict, a meeting of  District 
Level Committee was 
Wednesday held under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat here in his office 
chamber.

During the meeting, 
the DC asked the officers 
to expedite the re-verifica-
tion process for all benefi-
ciaries, particularly those 
under the AAY and PHH 
categories. He stressed 
the officers to conduct a 
detailed review of  cur-
rent income status of  the 
beneficiaries to ensure the 
transparent PDS database.

On the occasion, the DC 
also directed the Officers 
to ensure 100% completion 
of  e-KYC for all beneficia-
ries and to incorporate 
any eligible beneficiaries 
who may have been left out 
from the system.

The DC also directed 
the formation of  Sub Com-
mittees at the Village and 
Ward levels which will 
conduct general surveys 
to streamline and update 
the database in stipulated 
time.

Notably, the District 
Level Committee has been 
formed by the Government 
of  Jammu and Kashmir to 
oversee the verification 
of  beneficiaries enrolled 
under the Public Distribu-
tion System (PDS) data-
base. As per Government 
order the Committee will 
be responsible for verify-
ing the eligibility of  ben-
eficiaries, identifying and 
including any left-out eli-
gible individuals, and com-
pleting the e-KYC process 
for pending beneficiaries.

The District Level 
Committee headed by the 
Deputy Commissioner, 
with the Assistant Com-
missioner (Revenue), 
Assistant Commissioner 
(Development), District 
Social Welfare Officer, 
and Assistant Director 
(FCS&CA) as members is 
tasked with verifying the 
eligibility of  all beneficia-
ries enrolled in the Public 
Distribution System (PDS) 
database, in accordance 
with the applicable rules, 
and ensuring the removal 
of  ineligible beneficiaries.

The meeting was 
attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Syed Ahmad Kataria, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue, Assistant Direc-
tor FCS&CA, Tehsildar 
Headquarters and other 
concerned.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, 
chaired a meeting Wednes-
day to finalize the arrange-
ments for the Republic Day 
2025 celebrations in the 
district.

Senior officers from 
the civil administration, 
police, education depart-
ment, and other concerned 
agencies were present in 
the meeting.

The DC reviewed the 
arrangements in detail, 
including seating, heating, 
security and the cultural 
programs planned for the 
event. He emphasized the 
importance of  ensuring 
proper seating arrange-
ments, uninterrupted heat-
ing facilities.

The main event will 
be held at District Police 
Lines, Baramulla, where 
the National Flag will 
be hoisted and cultural 
programs will showcase 
the region's heritage and 
diversity. Departments 

were instructed to ensure 
active participation of  par-
ticipants and local artists 
to add vibrancy to the cel-
ebrations.

The DC also reviewed 
security arrangements 
and directed the police to 
deploy adequate person-
nel and ensure stringent 
measures at all venues. 
Traffic management, 
emergency response 
plans, and crowd control 
measures were also dis-
cussed to ensure a smooth 
and secure event.

Additionally, the DC 
directed the concerned 
departments to ensure the 
availability of  essential 
services, such as water 
supply, power backup 
and medical facilities, to 
address any exigencies 
during the program.

The meeting concluded 
with the DC directing all 
departments to work in 
coordination to make the 
Republic Day celebrations 
a grand success, reflect-
ing the spirit of  unity and 
patriotism.

DC Anantnag formally 
launches PMAY-G 2.0

Seminar on NEET 

held at GDC Shopian

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Anantnag, Syed Fakhrud-
din Hamid Wednesday for-
mally launched the Prad-
han Mantri Awaas Yojana 
Gramin (PMAY-G) 2.0 at an 
official ceremony held at 
Dak Bungalow Khanabal, 
here.

This significant launch 
aims to bring the govern-
ment's vision of  ‘Housing 
for All’ closer to reality by 
ensuring affordable hous-
ing for all eligible rural 
beneficiaries.

Assistant Commission-
er Development (ACD) 
Anantnag provided an in-
depth overview of  PMAY-G 
2.0, emphasizing its key 
objectives, implementa-
tion strategies, and ben-
efits for rural households. 
A live demonstration of  the 
online registration portal 
was conducted, showcas-
ing its functionality and 
ease of  use.

The surveyors deployed 
for the initiative received 
hands-on training on the 
mobile application and 
technical aspects of  data 
collection. This training 
aims to ensure accurate 
and seamless registration 
of  eligible beneficiaries.

The DC highlighted the 
transformative potential of  
PMAY-G 2.0 in enhancing 
rural housing and living 
standards. He urged the 
survey teams to ensure 
that no eligible beneficia-
ry is left unregistered and 

directed them to strictly 
adhere to the scheme's 
guidelines. He further 
emphasized the need for 
inter-departmental coop-
eration to facilitate smooth 
implementation and accu-
rate data collection.

The DC also called upon 
the media to play a proac-
tive role in raising aware-
ness about the scheme to 
ensure its wider outreach 
among the rural popula-
tion. He stated that the 
recently opened registra-
tion portal by the Minis-
try of  Rural Development 
offers a significant oppor-
tunity for eligible benefi-
ciaries to secure affordable 
housing.

He added that the launch 
of  PMAY-G 2.0 in Anant-
nag reaffirms the district 
administration's commit-
ment to improving living 
standards and address-
ing housing challenges 
in rural areas, marking  
a pivotal step toward 
achieving housing equity 
and improving rural living 
conditions. The adminis-
tration remains committed 
to realizing the scheme's 
objectives through collab-
orative efforts and commu-
nity engagement.

The event was attended 
by senior officials, includ-
ing the Additional District 
Development Commission-
er (ADDC), Assistant Com-
missioner Development 
(ACD), Block Development 
Officers (BDOs), and offi-
cials from the Rural Devel-
opment Department (RDD).

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: A seminar for 
the aspirants of  National 
Eligibility cum Entrance 
Test (NEET) of  the district 
was Wednesday organized 
at Government Degree 
College (GDC) Shopian by 
District Administration 
Shopian.

The event was hosted by 
the Chief  Education Offi-
cer, Shopian in collabora-
tion with GDC Shopian 
and DIPR Shopian and 
was attended by NEET 
aspirants and recent NEET 
Qualifiers of  the district.

The function was aimed 
to orient the NEET aspi-
rants of  the district about 
the upcoming initiation of  
the free NEET Coaching 
and mentorship program 
by the district administra-
tion at two centres put up 
in Shopian town and Zai-
napora Subdivision.

The function was also 
graced by recent NEET 
Qualifiers of  the district 
who provided guidance and 
mentorship/ counseling to 
the aspirants. It also served 
as a motivational event, rec-

ognizing the achievements 
of  the district's NEET quali-
fiers and inspiring others to 
pursue their dreams in the 
medical field.

De puty  Commis -
sioner Shopian, Moham-
mad Shahid Saleem Dar 
attended the seminar and 
took the opportunity to 
felicitate the NEET quali-
fiers from the district with 
Mementos and Apprecia-
tion certificates.

The seminar aimed 
to provide a platform for 
aspirants, qualifiers and 
educators to discuss the 
importance of  NEET, its 
exam pattern, and prepa-
ration strategies, said 
Shahid Saleem.

He urged the aspirants 
to use the facility provided 
by the district adminis-
tration to give shape to 
dreams in the much cher-
ished field of  medical edu-
cation and health.

The District Adminis-
tration's initiative demon-
strates its commitment to 
promoting education and 
encouraging students to 
excel in competitive exams 
like NEET.

PW Expands Offline Network with 150+ Vidyapeeth,  Pathshala Centers
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: PhysicsWal-
lah (PW), an Indian Ed-Tech 
platform, currently has over 
150 Vidyapeeth and Pathsha-
la centres across 20 states 
of  India. Approximately ten 
of  these centres also have 
the Vidyapeeth Residential 
Programme (VPRP). For the 
current academic year (AY) 
2025-26, PW has broadened 

its offline presence by open-
ing Vidyapeeth and Path-
shala centres in several new 
cities including key loca-
tions like Dibrugarh, Chen-
nai, and Udaipur. Chennai 
marks the platform's first 
offline foray into the state 
of  Tamil Nadu.

The event also saw par-
ticipation from students 
who previously studied at 
PW and secured seats at gov-

ernment colleges such as IIT 
and AIIMS. These students 
were congratulated and 
asked to share their journey 
with the current students.

The Vidyapeeth Resi-
dential Program (VPRP) 
is designed for NEET and 
JEE aspirants seeking a 
learning experience with 
residential support. This 
program provides a struc-
tured and academically 

stimulating environment, 
allowing students to fully 
dedicate themselves to their 
academic objectives. By 
offering consistent faculty 
for both online and offline 
classes, VPRP is trying to 
ensure a smooth learning 
experience, and attempting 
to minimize and attempting 
to minimize the challenges 
typically associated with 
switching between formats.

38 officers regularized as 

Dy Directors in J&K E&S Service
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant 
move towards enhancing 
administrative efficiency, 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Government  regular-
ised 38 in-charge Deputy 
Directors of  Jammu and 
Kashmir Economics and 
Statistics (Gazetted) Ser-
vice (JKESS) as Deputy 
Directors.

As per the order issued 
by Planning, Develop-
ment and Monitoring 
department, the regula-
risations have been made 
in respect of  these offi-
cers in the pay level-11 
(67700-208700) with effect 
from 21.12.2023 as per 
the recommendations of  
Departmental Promotion 
Committee/J&K Public 
Service Commission.

Secretary, Planning, 
Development and Monitor-
ing department, Dr. Shahid 
Iqbal Choudhary said 
that this decision comes 
as a part of  the govern-
ment’s continued efforts 
to streamline the admin-
istrative structure and 
ensure that experienced 
officials are recognized 
for their contributions. He 
added that this step will 

further strengthen the 
department and enable it 
to deliver better services 
and play a crucial role in 
policy making through 
data-driven insights.

He also wished the offi-
cers for successful tenure 
in their new capacity 
and advised them to con-
tribute significantly in 
their enhanced roles and 
responsibilities.

Free Medical camp 

held at Shopian

Distt admin Srinagar reaches out 
to the fire victims of Hazratbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: On the direc-
tions of  Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, a team 
of  District Administration, 
Srinagar today visited Haz-
ratbal area of  the District 
to provide immediate assis-
tance to the fire affected 
families whose houses 
were gutted in a fire inci-
dents here on Wednesday 
morning.

The Immediate relief  
was sanctioned by Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar 
and was provided to the 
affected families through 
the team of  District 

Administration in the 
form of  blankets, besides 
Rs10,000 to each affected 
families as an interim 
relief  out of  the District 
Red Cross Fund.

The Team of  District 
Administration Srinagar 
also expressed sympathy 
with the affected families 
on loss of  property.

Further, the Deputy 
Commissioner has also 
directed the concerned 
authorities to assess the 
losses and make a com-
prehensive report for 
providing structure-wise 
financial assistance under 
SDRF to the fire affected 
families separately.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: A free medical 
camp, ‘Parwah’ or ‘Care’ was 
organised today by the Motor 
Vehicles Department, Shop-
ian in collaboration with the 
Health Department for the 
drivers of district Shopian at 
Batapora Stand, Shopian.

The camp was inaugurated 
by Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Shopian, Mohammad Shahid 
Saleem Dar in the presence of 
ARTO, Shopian.

The DC appreciated the ini-
tiative taken by departments, 
showcasing the administra-
tion's commitment to provid-

ing much needed medical 
screening for the vital section 
of our society. Such events 
demonstrate the efforts being 
taken to promote healthcare 
and wellness in the district, 
said Shahid Saleem.

The medical camp aimed 
to provide comprehensive 
health check-ups and medi-
cal facilities to the members 
of the transport sector.

MVD & Health Departments 
have been regularly conduct-
ing the Medical Camps in the 
district for the transporters of 
the district in order to provide 
the services of free healthcare 
to them.
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NAME CORRECTION
It is hereby notified for the information of all concerned 
that the name mentioned in my Aadhar card bearing 
number 6692 8447 0771 is incorrectly registered as 
SHAGUFTA AKHTAR, whereas my correct name, as per 
my school documents, is SHOGOFA BANO.Now i want 
to correct it. Any person having any objection in this 
regard may contact the concerned authorities within 
7 days from the date of publication of this notice. No 
objection will be entertained after this period.

Kashmir’s ancient stone 
carving faces collapse 
amid mining ban

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Stone carv-
ers in Sanderkoot village 
of  north Kashmir’s Bandi-
pora district are grappling 
with the fallout of  a mining 
ban imposed in 2019 which 
has now disrupted a centu-
ries-old tradition of  stone 
carving, leaving hundreds 
of  families without their 
primary source of  income.

The carvers, locally 
referred to as sang tara-
ash, have relied on devere 
stone from local mountains 
for generations to craft 
curbstones, gravestones, 
and floor stones. Since the 
2019 mining ban, they have 
lost access to this essential 
material, halting their 
craft and threatening their 
livelihoods and a centuries-
old cultural tradition.

Notably, the Sanderkoot 
village is renowned for its 
centuries-old tradition of  
stone carving, which holds 
a significant place in Kash-
mir's cultural heritage.

The skilled artisans 
have been crafting exqui-
site stone pieces such as 
curbstones, gravestones, 
and floor stones from the 
region’s unique devere 
stone.

Sharing his concern, 
Shakeel Ahmad, a local 
who took up the craft in 
2008, said they now face 
challenges. “For years, I 
supported my family with 
this work. After the ban, 
everything changed. The 
government tells us to look 
for other jobs but does not 
provide alternatives or 
address our concerns. This 
is not just about stone carv-
ing; it’s about survival for 

many of  us," he said.
Mushtaq Ahmad, anoth-

er carver, said this craft 
has been in their families 
for hundreds of  years. "It’s 
not just a job but a way 
of  life. Generations have 
passed this skill down, and 
now we cannot continue 
it. The government is pre-
serving other art forms, 
so why not ours? We only 
ask for the means to work 
again," he said.

Haleema Begum, the 
wife of  a stone carver, 
spoke about the struggles 
faced by families. “My hus-
band’s earnings came from 
carving stones for homes 
and masjids. Now, we don’t 
even have enough for basic 
necessities. We don’t want 
charity; we want to work. 
The ban has left us depen-
dent on odd jobs, which are 
not enough to sustain our 
family,” she said.

The locals said the ban 
was implemented without 
consultation or an under-
standing of  its impact.

Several carvers have 
tried switching to other 
professions, but with lim-
ited skills outside their 
traditional craft, options 
remain scarce. “I tried 
working as a labourer, but 
the income is inconsis-
tent,” said Bashir Ahmad, 
another carver. “This art 
was our identity. Losing it 
feels like losing a part of  
who we are.”

“This craft has been part 
of  our lives for centuries, 
passed down from one 
generation to the next,” 
said Nazir Ahmad, a stone 
carver. “Now, with the ban, 
we are unable to continue 
what our ancestors sus-
tained for so long. It feels 
like our heritage and liveli-
hood are being erased.”

Another group of  arti-
sans who have been carv-
ing stones for generations, 
now find themselves strug-
gling after the mining ban. 
"With no access to raw 
materials, we have had to 
turn to daily labour, but the 

income is unpredictable 
and barely enough to meet 
our basic needs. It’s a dif-
ficult reality after years of  
craftsmanship," they said.

In other districts, arti-
sans who have relied on 
local stone quarries for 
generations are also facing 
similar challenges. They 
urge the government to 
lift the ban or introduce a 
sustainable mining policy 
that allows them to resume 
their work.  They also 
demand skill development 
programmes and finan-
cial assistance for families 
affected by the ban.

Meanwhile, an official 
said that the government is 
in the process of  reviewing 
the matter. He said Deputy 
Chief  Minister Surinder 
Choudhary will form a com-
mittee to assess and catego-
rise these mining sites as 
either major or minor. "The 
final decision will be made 
based on the committee’s 
recommendations," the offi-
cial said—(KNO)

Srinagar woman transforms passion 

for quilling into thriving profession
JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: A passion-
ate young woman from 
Srinagar has emerged as 
a successful quilling artist 
by turning her pastime into 
a thriving profession.

Sabreena Aliya, 28, a res-
ident of  the Soura area in 
Srinagar, has dedicated her-
self  to showcasing and pre-
serving Kashmir’s vibrant 
heritage through her intri-
cate quilling creations.

After  completing 
her master’s degree in 
Arabic, Sabreena discov-
ered her calling in the art 
of  quilling—a relatively 
uncommon craft in Kash-
mir. Using paper strips, 
she skillfully loops, curls 
and twists them to craft 
captivating designs with 
remarkable precision.

 Sabreena said her fasci-
nation for art and drawing 
began in childhood when 
she would create various 
items. However, her jour-
ney into quilling began 

after discovering the art 
form through a mobile app.

"I came across a 3D 
quilling artwork online, 
which ignited my curi-
osity and motivated me 
to explore this unique 
medium," Sabreena said. 
"From there, I transitioned 
from creating simple deco-
rations to crafting complex 
and detailed designs."

Her father, a designer, 
played a pivotal role in 
her success by helping her 
build structural bases for 

her quilled pieces. "His 
support allowed me to 
transform my passion into 
a thriving business," she 
added.

Sabreena’s creations, 
ranging from delicate 
flower panels to iconic rep-
resentations of  Kashmiri 
culture such as Samovars 
and Shikaras, have gar-
nered significant inter-
est. Her custom Nikah 
designs, personalized name 
plaques, and lifelike repli-
cas of  traditional Kashmiri 

artefacts are particularly 
sought after.

Beyond her artistic 
endeavours, Sabreena is 
passing on her skills to 
the next generation by 
teaching quilling art to 
students at a local school. 
She has registered with 
the Handicrafts and Hand-
looms Department, further 
establishing her role as a 
preserver of  Kashmir’s 
artistic traditions.

Harnessing the power of  
social media, Sabreena has 
showcased her work to a 
broader audience, attract-
ing customers who value the 
uniqueness of her creations.

Sabreena now seeks 
government support to 
establish a centre where 
she can train youth inter-
ested in quilling. "Every-
one knows there are fewer 
government jobs. Youth 
must strive to do some-
thing unique to gain atten-
tion while working to keep 
Kashmir's heritage alive," 
she said—(KNO)

Qazi Salman Promoted 
as Director, PIB Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Senior 
Indian Information Ser-
vices (IIS) officer Shri Qazi 
Mohammad Salman has 
been promoted as Director, 
Press Information Bureau 
(PIB), Srinagar, with addi-
tional charge as Direc-
tor News, Doordarshan 
Kendra (DDK), Srinagar.

The order was issued 
by the Ministry of  Infor-
mation and Broadcast-
ing, Government of  India 

today for 27 senior level IIS 
officers posted across the 
country.

Shri Salman was serv-
ing as Joint Director, Press 
Information Bureau (PIB) 
Srinagar, with an addition-
al charge of  News Unit of  
Doordarshan Kendra (DDK) 
Srinagar. In his new role, 
Shri Salman will continue 
to oversee the operations of  
PIB Srinagar and News Unit 
of  DDK Srinagar, ensuring 
enhanced public outreach 
and information dissemina-
tion in the region.

The officer has a vast 
experience in the field of  
public information and 
broadcasting. His leader-
ship in various roles has 
been widely recognized 
and instrumental in 
strengthening the com-
munication of  government 
policies and programmes 
the Union Territory of  
Jammu & Kashmir. 

Elusive Musk Deer 

rescued in Verinag forests

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

ANANTNAG: A rare 
and threatened species of  
Musk Deer was rescued 
alive in Verinag forest belt 
of  South Kashmir’s Anant-
nag district, wildlife offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

A wildlife official said 
that the Musk Deer, com-
monly known as ‘Roose 
Kat’, was found roaming 
near Verinag Garden, after 
which it was captured alive 
by locals.

“The Kashmir Musk 
Deer (Moschus cupreus), 
categorized as endangered 
by the International Union 
for Conservation of  Nature 
(IUCN), will be taken to 
Dachigam National Park, 
a wildlife sanctuary on the 
outskirts of  Srinagar,” the 
official said.

He said that the Musk 
Deer is one of  the top con-
servation priority species, 

facing population decline 
due to poaching, habitat 
loss, and climate change. 
The animal is often hunted 
for its musk pod, making 
its survival increasingly 
difficult.

“It was a rare event for 
the deer to be found in the 
Verinag forests,” the offi-
cial said.

“It was spotted by locals, 
who informed us. We 
immediately dispatched 
a team and rescued the 
Musk Deer,” Mushtaq 
Mir, a wildlife in-charge 
in Dooru, told KNO. He 
said the deer had a minor 
injury and had been given 
proper treatment—(KNO)

SDH Kokernag

Patients accuse doctor of 
misbehaviour, stage protest

Javed Dar conducts surprise visit 
to GMC B'la, reviews functioning

Arrangements finalized for 
Dubjan Winter Festival in Shopian

GMK NEWS  NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Arrangements 
for inaugural Winter Car-
nival, ‘NAGRAI HEEMAL,’ 
scheduled for January 11th 
and 12th at Dubjan, Shop-
ian were finalized today 
here at Mini-Secretariat 
Shopian under the chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
cmissioner (DC) Shop-
ian, Mohammad Shahid 
Saleem Dar.

On the occasion, the DC 
detailed out the depart-
ment wise action plans for 
the impactful organisation 
of  mega and first of  its kind 
event in the district, which 
aims to promote tourism, 
culture, and community 
engagement.

The carnival will fea-
ture a variety of  activities, 
including snow crafts, 
snow igloos, ice sports, 
competitions for children, 
and exhibitions of  local 
cuisine and arts.

The administration has 

sought participation of  
locals for engaging them 
in activities of  adventure, 
arts etc along with show-
casing the rich culture and 
heritage of  the district.

The District administra-
tion has made all arrange-
ments and is coordinat-
ing efforts across various 
departments to ensure the 
event's success for promot-
ing the tourism potential 
of  Mughal road- Heerpora 
wildlife sanctuary and His-
toric Sarais circuit.

DC emphasized the 
importance of  effective 
planning and collabora-
tion among departments 
to provide a memorable 
experience for participants 
and has called out for max-
imum participation.

SSP, Shopian, Anayat 
Ali; ADDC, Dr. Nasir 
Ahmed Lone; ADC, 
Dr.Zakir Hussain Faaz 
officers of   district admin-
istration & security forces  
were present.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Minister 
for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Rural Development 
Department and Pan-
chayati Raj, Javed Ahmad 
Dar, Wednesday con-
ducted a surprise visit to 
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Baramulla to 
review its functioning and 
service delivery.

During the visit, Prin-
cipal GMC Baramulla, 
Dr. Majid Jahangir and 
Medical Superintendent 
of  associated hospital, Dr. 
Parvaiz Masoodi, briefed 
the Minister about the 
operations, infrastruc-
ture and challenges faced 
by the institution. They 
provided updates on ongo-
ing projects and initia-
tives aimed at improving 
patient care and health-
care services.

The Minister interacted 
with the patients, atten-
dants, doctors and para-
medical staff  to seek feed-
back on healthcare ser-
vices there. He inspected 
various departments and 
sought details about the 

duty rosters of  staff, par-
ticularly during the eve-
ning and morning hours, 
to ensure adequate staffing 
and seamless service deliv-
ery. He directed the admin-
istration to strictly adhere 
to the duty schedules and 
ensure presence of  staff  at 
all critical hours.

Javed Dar also issued 
strict directions for main-
taining cleanliness and 
hygiene across the insti-
tution, ensuring availabil-
ity of  essential medicines 
and equipment besides 
improving the response 
time in emergency servic-
es. He further stressed the 
need for regular monitor-
ing and timely redressal 
of  grievances to build 
public trust in the health-
care system.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s commitment to 
quality healthcare, Javed 
Dar urged the staff  to 
uphold high standards of  
professionalism and deliv-
er compassionate care to 
patients. He assured full 
support for strengthening 
the institution's infrastruc-
ture and resources.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Patients 
visiting Sub District Hos-
pital (SDH) Kokernag in 
South Kashmir's Anant-
nag district on Wednesday 
accused a doctor posted at 
the health facility of  mis-
behaving with them.

Locals, staged a pro-
test against the Health 
Department for its alleged 
“failure” to take action 
against the doctor, whose 
misbehaviour, according 
to them, has been brought 
into the notice of  higher 
ups several times.

The protest erupted 
over the allegations of  
patient Suhaib Hussain 
Khan. Protestors alleged 
that the particular doctor 
has been in question for 
months as he has repeat-
edly used foul language 
with the patients.

They said that they have 
brought his behaviour into 
the notice of  higher ups on 
many occasions but noth-
ing has been done till date.

In addition to using foul 
language, they alleged 
that the doctor asks the 
patients to visit him at his 
private clinic.

They said the Block 
Medical Officer (BMO) 
Larnoo had assured the 
formation of  an inquiry 
committee to investigate 
the allegations. He had 
assured that a detailed 
report will be submitted 
within two days, and strict 
action will be taken if  the 
allegations are substanti-
ated, but nothing has been 
done till now.

Residents urged Health 
Minister Sakina Itoo to 
intervene into the matter 
and take action against the 
erring doctor.

When contacted Direc-
tor Health Services Kash-
mir (DHSK) Dr Jehangir 
Bakshi while talking to 
KNO said, “The Chief  
Medical Officer Anantnag 
has ordered an inquiry 
and the show cause notice 
has been sent to the erring 
doctor.”—(KNO)

‘Railways Spend 76% of Its Budgetary 

Outlay For Current Fiscal: Report Mission Karmayogi, A 
Revolutionary Reform: Khatana

JKPCC Chief Tariq 

Karra’s son steps 

into politics

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Keeping pace 
with the budgetary allocation, 
Railways has spent 76 percent 
of its budgetary outlay within 
the first nine months & 4 days 
of  the current fiscal year, 
according to a latest expendi-
ture report of Indian Railways 
till January 5, 2025.

The report said heavy 
investment is made in capacity 
augmentation, a reality aiming 
to make rail travel a world class 
experience in India.

The fruits for consistent 
Capital Expenditure (Capex) 
for the last one decade are vis-
ible in the form of 136 Vande 
Bharat trains, about 97 percent 
electrification of broad gauge, 
laying of  new lines, gauge 
conversion, doubling of track, 
traffic facilities work, invest-
ment in PSUs & metropolitan 
transport. This Capital expen-

diture has led to faster, safer & 
world class travel experience 
at nominal cost to billions of  
Indians. With Vande Bharat 
sleeper trains at speed testing 
& safety certification stage, Rail 
commuters in India are all set 
to experience world class travel 
very soon for “long distance” 
travel. This will revolutionize 
the overall travel experience. 
This transformation of Indian 
Railways would not have been 
possible without the visionary 
foresight of Viksit Bharat & its 
prompt execution by spending 
in the modernization projects 
in a mission mode by Indian 
Railways.

Despite challenges like India 
being the most populous nation 
with its vast geographical, cul-
tural & linguistic diversity, 
Indian Railways is implement-
ing a vision of transformative 
governance to build a new, 
modern & connected India. It 

has been spearheading efforts 
to build an all-inclusive India 
by investing in infrastructure, 
technology, and sustainable 
practices. This way, Indian 
Railways is ensuring that the 
seeds of  progress sown today 
bear best fruits for our future 
generations. Given the com-
plexity of India, this is not an 
easy task for an organization to 
cater to the present load as well 
as to invest heavily in building 
its future. But with 1198 crore 
of Capital Expenditure spend-
ing in the first four days of  
this calendar year, the overall 
capital expenditure of  Indian 
Railways stands at 76 percent 
with nearly three months to go.

The Total Capex for railways 
in Budget Estimate 2024-25 is 
₹2,65,200 cr with Gross Budget-
ary Support of ₹2,52,200 crores. 
Out of  it, ₹192446 crores have 
already been spent. For rolling 
stock, the budgetary provision 

was for ₹50,903 crores. Out of  
it, ₹40, 367 crores were spent 
by 5th January, which is 79₹ of  
the budget, allotted for rolling 
stock. In Safety related works, 
out of  budgetary allocation 
of  ₹34,412 crore, the amount 
spent is ₹28,281 crore, which 
is 82 percent of  the allocated 
amount. The government has 
prioritized transforming 
Indian Railways into a world 
class entity, which ferries on 
an average “2.3 crore Indians” 
daily from one part of  the 
country to the other part at an 
affordable cost. Charting out 
well on this path of  develop-
ment, India Railways is com-
mitting taxpayer’s money in 
capital expenditure to create 
state of the art infrastructure 
for generations to come, thus 
contributing in the direction 
of  “Future ready” Indian 
Railways as we all progress 
towards Viksit Bharat. (ANB)

AGENCIES

KOCHI: Senior BJP leader 
and Rajya Sabha `Member, 
Ghulam Ali Khatana, praised 
the Hon'ble Prime Minister 
of India, Shri Narendra Modi, 
for introducing the visionary 
Mission Karmayogi, a ground-
breaking initiative aimed at 
transforming bureaucracy 
into a more people-centric 
and public-friendly institution.

According to the Associat-
ed News Bureau, speaking at 
an event, Khatana highlighted 
that Mission Karmayogi focus-
es on creating a dedicated and 
efficient workforce committed 
to serving the public. "This 
initiative marks a shift from 
rule-based to role-based gov-
ernance, enabling employees 
to transform into true Karmay-
ogis. It emphasizes enhancing 
their skills and modernizing 

their mindset to deliver better 
services to society," he said.

Khatana further stated that 
the mission aims to equip 
government employees with 
modern tools and a progressive 
outlook, fostering innovation 
and efficiency in governance. 
He commended the initiative's 
potential to bridge the gap 
between the administration and 
the people, ensuring that gover-
nance becomes more inclusive, 
transparent, and impactful.

Mission Karmayogi is 
expected to usher in a new 
era of governance where the 
focus will remain on deliver-
ing measurable outcomes and 
meeting the aspirations of the 
citizens. This ambitious reform 
underscores the government’s 
commitment to building a 
more efficient, accountable, 
and people-oriented bureau-
cracy. (ANB)

MUBASHIR ALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: Dr. Waleed 
Tariq Karra, son of  Jammu 
and Kashmir Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (JKPCC) 
Chief, Tariq Hamid Karra, 
has announced his transi-
tion from a full-time medi-
cal professional to main-
stream politics, marking 
the continuation of  his 
family’s three-generation 
political legacy.

Dr. Waleed, a former 
Resident Dermatologist at 
GMC Srinagar, said that 
his foray into politics was 
primarily driven by his 
father's wish to uphold 
the family's political 
legacy, which spans three 
generations.

“I  was reluctant 
towards politics; my inter-
ests were sports, poetry, 
and music. However, the 
legacy of  political service, 
carried forward by my 
father and other family 
members, compelled me 
to take on this new role,” 
he said.

Dr. Waleed disclosed 
that he was poised to con-
test the 2024 Assembly 
elections from the Eidgah 
constituency. However, 
due to a pre-poll alliance 
agreement, he had to with-
draw his candidacy.

Having officially joined 

the Congress as a party 
worker, Dr. Waleed said 
that he has no interest in 
holding any official post. 
His focus, he said, is on 
grassroots development 
and serving the people of  
the Central-Salitang con-
stituency. He said he was 
already playing an active 
role under his father’s 
guidance.

He said under his 
father's guidance, he has 
taken charge of  the works 
committee, tasked with 
overseeing developmental 
initiatives and concerns 
in the Central Shaletang 
constituency.

Dr. Waleed highlight-
ed his commitment to 
addressing issues in the 
Central Shaletang con-
stituency. He said he was 
acting as an ‘unofficial’ 
representative and that 
recently he was oversee-
ing snow clearance and 
addressing winter-related 
challenges like electricity 
issues.

He said he aims to 
collaborate with the Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpo-
ration (SMC) to develop 
a sustainable, futuristic 
model for urban develop-
ment, drawing inspiration 
from global standards in 
countries like the US and 
Europe—(KNO)



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

EDIT

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR  | Thursday-09-January-2025 04

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 04ediT

Printer, Publisher, Owner, Editor in Chief:
Javed Ashraf Shah
Associate Editor:

Mir Suhail
Bureau Chief Jammu:

Harbans Nagokay
Manager:

Aarif Yaseen (9419063021)
R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998

Regd No: 109555
Cell No: 0194-3572043

E-mail:
goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

dailygmk@gmail.com
Office Address:

Mandir Lane, Abi Guzar, Residency
Road, Srinagar - 190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Press, The Bund, Srinagar

Graphic / Layout Designer:
Shahid  Yaseen (+91-7006618090)

Published From:
Shah Brothers, Main Bus Stand,

 Lalbazar,  Srinagar-190011

Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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Man Animal Conflict 
On The Rise

T
here has been an increase in the 
number of man-animal conflicts in 
kashmir from the last two decades 
causing general panic in the soci-
ety. The main encounters occur 

between humans living in colonies border-
ing wildlife sanctuaries and animals living 
in these sanctuaries like leopards, black 
bears, and brown bears. Of late the fre-
quent sightings of non-native species like 
saw-scaled Russel's viper in urban areas of 
Ganderbal and Kupwara has led to panic in 
many circles. 
From 2006 to March 2024, 264 people were 
killed and 3,164 were injured in encoun-
ters with wild animals. In 2023-2024, there 
were 4,947 reported cases of wildlife con-
flict, resulting in 12 deaths and 83 inju-
ries. The north division of Kashmir has been 
the most affected, with 2,873 cases and 8 
fatalities in 2023-2024. Kupwara, Baram-
ulla, and Bandipora in the north, along with 
Anantnag and Kulgam in the south, are the 
most conflict-prone areas. 
The main causes of this conflict are the 
human encroachment of areas that are essen-
tially forest land or the buffer zone between 
forests and civilian areas. The availability of 
food in urban or suburban areas is another 
reason as this alters the natural instinctive 
food habits of the animals. Climate change 
has resulted in reduced forest cover, which 
has reduced the natural resources for wild 
animals. Of all these reasons, the increasing 
population is the most critical reason for the 
increasing occurrence of man-animal conflict. 
Our Kashmir valley is expanding horizontally 
rather than vertically. However, the fact that 
the entire Kashmir valley falls in the earth-
quake prone zone is the main reason why the 
municipality does not encourage high-rise 
colonies. So the only option people are left 
with is to encroach upon the forests. Recently, 
the government's resolve to build townships 
around Srinagar can be one effective strategy 
to curb this horizontal expansion. 
The response of the Department of Wildlife 
Protection has established 22 rescue control 
rooms around Kashmir to manage the con-
flict. However, there are parallel estimates 
being floated that the Wildlife Department 
is not adequately staffed to handle the crisis. 
The Department of Wildlife needs to increase 
their staff, gadgetry and surveillance to mini-
mise fatalities arising out of these conflicts. 
The government must consider the prospect 
of vertical expansion and start practically 
implementing it as soon as possible. 

As We Move Along Time

MOHAMMAD IMRAN RESHI

Y
ou might be surprised after 
reading the title of  this 
write-up, but there is no 
error or doubt in the same. 
Let’s unveil the mystery 

behind this. Whereas Almighty Allah 
has endowed us with innumerable 
endowments and blessings, which we 
cannot count on even in this AI and 
Robotics world. Amongst all those bless-
ings, time is the most important blessing 
endowed upon us by Almighty Allah. If  
we share or donate our blood with some 
needy, the same gets regenerated within 
a few days but this is not the case with 
our time. 

Time once spent, whether inten-
tionally or unintentionally, positively 
or negatively, cannot be retrieved or 
regenerated at any cost. Imagine you 
are donating blood to someone to save 
his life, but that needs a doctor or other 
specialized personnel to perform this 
operation. The fact is that someone can 
only get that professional degree or spe-
cialization after spending 25 to 30 years 
studying and training in that particu-
lar subject/field, making the optimum 
and utmost utilization of  his time. What 
if  we are ready to donate our blood to 
some needy, but there is no one enough 
capable to initiate the process of  blood 
transmission in a very professional, 
careful, and confident way? And that 
is why the article has been titled this 
way. Now let’s dive a bit deeper into this 
mystery. The author is hopeful that the 
readers can certainly benefit from this 
if  the due attention and concentration 
have been paid to the same.

e have always heard about the great 
personalities who have been dwelled in 
the past centuries and who have con-
tributed great treasure to this world. 
We always feel proud and excited when 
hearing or encountering their respect-
able names in our studies or in our 
subjects while studying. When we dive 
deep into their contributions towards 
societies and their achievements in 
life, our reason fails to figure out this 
riddle, as to how can a person achieve 

and accomplish such milestones in this 
merely limited human life span.

Whether we take the examples 
in the fields of  education, medicine, 
space, politics or any other sphere of  
life, we definitely come across names 
and titles of  such great personalities 
and dignitaries whose contribution we 
can never overlook and ignore. Some 
great names worth mentioning are Al-
Khwarizmi, Isaac Newton, Thomas Alva 
Edison, APJ Abdul Kalam Azad, Jawa-
har Lal Nehru, William Wordsworth, 
Sir Mohammad Iqbal, and so forth. Let 
aside, there personal backgrounds the 
subjects of  interest, and their field of  
work, one thing is common to all of  
them and that’s Time Management.

More or less, all of  these great per-
sonalities might have struggled and 
worked very hard throughout their 
life, but the most important thing that 
had helped them to achieve such mile-
stones and contribute such ever-lasting 
wealth to the nation is the judicious and 
optimum utilization of  their time and 
leisure.

When we come across their names 
and their contributions towards the 
nations, in our subjects, we often consid-

er as if  they don’t belong to the human 
race rather, they are some superhuman 
and supernatural aliens who are built 
with such knowledge and understand-
ing, but that is not the case. They only 
understood the value of  their time and 
learned the fact of  putting their time to 
proper use.

All the significant personalities 
whose names we often read, hear, or 
use in our daily life, has started their 
journey from the letter “A” and their 
day is constituted of  only 24 hours as 
we do. None of  them has enjoyed the 
privilege of  having a day of  30 hours 
or a year of  400 days. Moreover, not a 
single person was born accompanied by 
any bachelor's or master's degree in any 
of  the subjects. All they did to manage 
to reach such heights and create such 
unbreakable records was the proper 
utilization of  their limited time.

As some author has rightly said that 
if  you dare to waste one hour in your 
life, you have not yet realized the value 
of  your time and life as well. Even some 
believe that time is the real wealth. Here 
the point is clear how important our 
time is. But unfortunately, in our case, 
everything is on the contrary. The thing 

we mostly take for granted and spend 
obliviously is the asset of  time. We do 
not admire and manage our time as it is 
supposed to be spent and utilized. And 
once the time is over we just wish and 
wail but that all is in vain. Our regret-
ting and repenting can never ever 
reverse our life to childhood and provide 
us, once more, the opportunity to use 
our time wisely and efficiently.

It is advisable for all of  us especially 
the student folk to admire their time and 
realize its value. We should not spend 
our time in such an oblivious and reck-
less way. It is only the proper utilization 
of  our precious time that can pave way 
for our success in life and the achieve-
ment of  great milestones. Only then we 
can make our life easy and prosperous 
and make our parents and dear ones feel 
proud of  us. It is the only way to contrib-
ute some sustainable and unforgettable 
developments and achievements to our 
society and the human race in general.

While doing any activity or intend-
ing to do any activity, think twice as to 
whether this is important for me or not. 
Similarly, whenever someone asks for 
your time, think twice whether this may 
prove fruitful for me in the long run or it 
may deprive me of  the peace and prog-
ress in future. Before doing any activ-
ity or spending time with some person, 
we must think as to what extent, doing 
this activity or sharing time with that 
person, is adding value to our life. If  it 
is not adding any value and meaning to 
your life and your future progress, it is 
better to abstain from that activity or 
such person.

So far as kids are concerned, they are 
not having such cognitive development 
to consider the importance of  their time. 
Hence, their parents and guardians are 
held responsible to inculcate the value 
and importance of  time in the hearts 
& minds, and the body & soul of  their 
wards so that they will not be indulged 
in unnecessary and unimportant 
activities, which otherwise, can prove 
very derogatory and harmful for their 
future self. We must not deprive them 
of  their childhood rights of  playing and 
doing amusing things but we just need 
to let them know the management of  
their time in a very friendly and loving 
manner. So that when they reach ado-
lescence, it should not become a thing 
of  concern for us or them as well. 

The author can be mailed at reshiim-
ran777@gmail.com

Will India Be Able To Defeat 

Metapneumovirus?

 DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

H
uman Metapneu-
movir us  has 
emerged as a 
global health con-
cern, particularly 

for vulnerable populations 
such as children, the elderly, 
and immunocompromised 
individuals. First identified in 
2001, human metapneumovirus 
causes significant respiratory 
infections worldwide, leading 
to hospitalization and mortal-
ity, particularly in low-income 
countries. As viral outbreaks 
such as human metapneumovi-
rus pose increasing challenges, 
it is important to strengthen 
regulatory frameworks for 
effective management. Human 
metapneumovirus has become 
a significant global health con-
cern due to its widespread 
spread, particularly during 
seasonal outbreaks.

The virus is gaining atten-
tion as its impact increases 
across regions. In China, 
increased surveillance has 
revealed a rise in human 
metapneumovirus cases, par-
ticularly in children and the 
elderly, indicating an increase 
in detection rates. Although 
first identified in 2001, human 
metapneumovirus has gained 
attention worldwide due to its 
increasing respiratory infec-
tions, leading to increased 
hospitalizations and mortality. 
The World Health Organization 
reports that human metapneu-
movirus accounts for 3%–10% 
of  hospitalizations globally, 
with a significant increase in 
children under five years of  
age.

The virus often spreads rap-
idly during flu season, leading 

to a surge in respiratory infec-
tions, making it a seasonal 
health threat. In China, the flu 
season coincides with a surge 
in human metapneumovirus 
cases, leading to increased 
hospitalizations and media 
coverage. Despite being in cir-
culation for years, many coun-
tries, including India, lack a 
comprehensive and afford-
able testing infrastructure for 
human metapneumovirus. 
While global agencies moni-
tor human metapneumovirus, 
many regions still face chal-
lenges in detecting and report-
ing it, affecting early interven-
tions. The virus disproportion-
ately affects certain vulnerable 
groups, such as children under 
five years of  age.

Human metapneumovirus 
disproportionately affects 
young children, particularly 
those under the age of  five, who 
are at higher risk of  severe ill-
ness and hospitalization. The 
elderly, particularly those with 
existing health problems, are 
more vulnerable to severe out-
comes from human metapneu-
movirus infection. In China, 
a rise in human metapneu-

movirus cases in the elderly 
has led to a rise in hospitaliza-
tions, highlighting the vulner-
ability of  the older population. 
People with weakened immune 
systems are at higher risk of  
severe infection with human 
metapneumovirus, requiring 
intensive medical care.

Deaths due to hMPV are 
significantly higher in vulner-
able groups, including infants 
and immunocompromised 
people. The case fatality rate 
for children under five years 
of  age is 1%, raising concerns 
about the impact of  the virus 
on high-risk populations in 
both developed and develop-
ing countries. In low- and mid-
dle-income countries, limited 
healthcare access increases the 
risk of  severe outcomes for vul-
nerable populations. Measures 
to strengthen the regulatory 
framework and capabilities to 
manage such viral outbreaks 
include strengthening the diag-
nostic infrastructure. India can 
enhance its diagnostic capabili-
ties by expanding testing facili-
ties for viruses such as hMPV 
in both the government and 
private sectors.

The Indian Council of  Medi-
cal Research can collaborate 
with private laboratories to 
ensure widespread, afford-
able hMPV testing, leading to 
early detection and prevention. 
India can expedite the approv-
al process for diagnostic tests 
by establishing a streamlined 
regulatory pathway that allows 
rapid approval of  tests during 
public health emergencies. 
The Drugs Controller Gener-
al of  India can implement an 
emergency approval mecha-
nism for diagnostic kits that 
meet international standards. 
A robust national surveillance 
system can be developed to 
monitor respiratory infections 
in real time, tracking trends 
and emerging threats such as 
human metapneumovirus.

The Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare can expand the 
Integrated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme to include 
real-time human metapneu-
movirus tracking across 
all states. India can launch 
public health campaigns to 
raise awareness about human 
metapneumovirus, focusing 
on prevention methods and 

recognizing symptoms, espe-
cially among vulnerable popu-
lations. The Ministry of  Health 
can partner with the media and 
NGOs to conduct information 
campaigns, especially in rural 
areas, to recognize symptoms 
of  respiratory infections such 
as human metapneumovirus.

Strengthen international col-
laboration: India can enhance 
its global collaboration to share 
information and resources for 
managing viral outbreaks, 
thereby ensuring timely 
response to emerging patho-
gens. India should enhance its 
regulatory framework to tackle 
emerging viral threats such as 
human metapneumovirus by 
strengthening surveillance, 
diagnosis, and rapid response 
mechanisms through National 
Health Mission initiatives. 
Investments in vaccine and anti-
viral research, along with global 
best practices, will help mitigate 
such outbreaks. Strengthening 
healthcare infrastructure is 
essential to protect vulnerable 
populations and control HMPV 
spread.

Author is a  TV panelist
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Human Metapneumovirus: Let’s All Calm Down

 PRIYANKA SAURABH

H
uman metapneumovirus, 
part of  the Pneumoviri-
dae family, is a respira-
tory virus that causes ill-
nesses ranging from mild 

colds to more severe lung infections 
such as pneumonia and bronchiolitis. 
Although less recognized than flu or 
respiratory syncytial virus, human 
metapneumovirus is an important 
cause of  respiratory illnesses world-
wide, especially during winter and 
spring. The virus poses a particularly 
great risk to vulnerable populations 
such as young children, the elderly, 
pregnant women, and people with 
weakened immune systems. The virus 
can cause great difficulties for them, 
so it is important to raise awareness 
and take preventive measures. Infants 
and young children are particularly 
vulnerable to severe respiratory con-
ditions such as bronchiolitis and pneu-
monia.

Older adults, 65 years of  age or 
older, as well as people with chronic 
health problems such as asthma or 
COPD, are more likely to have com-
plications. During pregnancy, hMPV 
can cause respiratory problems, which 
can put the health of  both mother and 
baby at risk. People who have weak-
ened immune systems, whether due 
to a medical condition or treatment 
such as chemotherapy, are at higher 
risk of  having severe symptoms. A 
recent outbreak of  hMPV in China has 
highlighted the potential seriousness 
of  this virus, especially in vulnerable 
groups. Most infections occur in chil-
dren under 14 years of  age, with many 
cases requiring hospitalization due to 
their severity. Symptoms range from 
persistent cough and fever to more 
serious conditions such as bronchi-
olitis and pneumonia. Its similarity 
to other respiratory illnesses compli-
cates diagnosis and treatment.

To prevent its spread, health 
authorities in China have emphasized 
preventive measures such as hand 
washing, wearing masks, and timely 
testing. Symptoms of  HMPV in adults 

often resemble the common cold or 
flu. These include persistent cough, 
frequent mucus production, nasal con-
gestion or runny nose, fever, usually 
mild to moderate fatigue and general 
body aches, sore throat, and shortness 
of  breath in severe cases. Children are 
more likely to have severe symptoms. 
Human metapneumovirus is highly 
contagious and spreads through a 
variety of  means. The virus can spread 
when an infected person coughs, 
sneezes, or talks, causing respiratory 
droplets to spread into the air. The 
virus can also spread through physi-
cal contact with an infected person, 
especially if  someone touches their 
face, eyes, or mouth. The virus can 
persist on surfaces, and touching con-
taminated objects such as doorknobs 
or mobile devices increases the risk of  
infection. Small respiratory particles 
can remain suspended in the air, espe-
cially in crowded or poorly ventilated 

spaces.
Symptoms of  human metapneumo-

virus resemble those of  other respira-
tory infections, making accurate diag-
nosis dependent on specific laboratory 
tests. This molecular test detects the 
genetic material of  the virus with 
high accuracy and is considered the 
gold standard for diagnosing human 
metapneumovirus. Rapid antigen tests 
give quick results but are less sensitive 
than PCR tests. Most people recover 
from human metapneumovirus in 
about 7 to 10 days without complica-
tions. However, certain groups are at 
higher risk of  serious complications. 
Human metapneumovirus can cause 
viral pneumonia, with severe cases 
requiring hospitalization and inten-
sive care. Infants and young children 
often experience inflammation and 
blockage of  the airways, leading to 
difficulty breathing and wheezing. 
Human metapneumovirus can worsen 

existing respiratory conditions such as 
asthma or chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease. These infections, such 
as bacterial pneumonia, can develop 
as complications due to a weakened 
immune system. Respiratory compli-
cations caused by human metapneu-
movirus during pregnancy may risk 
maternal and fetal health.

Human metapneumovirus has no 
specific antiviral medication. The 
main goal of  treatment is to manage 
symptoms and prevent complications. 
It is essential to recover and maintain 
strength. Medications such as acet-
aminophen or ibuprofen can control 
fever and body aches. In severe cases, 
supplemental oxygen or mechanical 
ventilation may be needed. Patients 
with complications such as pneumo-
nia may need to be closely monitored 
in the hospital. To prevent HMPV, it 
is important to focus on preventive 
measures, as there is currently no 

vaccine available. To reduce the risk 
of  infection, follow these measures. 
Wash your hands with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer when soap and 
water are not available. Stay away 
from individuals who show symptoms 
of  respiratory illness. Avoid crowded 
areas during outbreaks. Be sure to 
regularly clean surfaces that are fre-
quently touched, such as door handles, 
phones, and countertops. Wearing a 
mask during an outbreak or flu season 
can help reduce exposure to respirato-
ry droplets. If  you have any symptoms, 
it is important to stay home to prevent 
the spread of  the virus. Being aware 
of  human metapneumovirus and its 
potential impact is important for early 
detection and prevention.

Author is a  Research Scholar in 
Political Science

Bangalore’s Rameshwaram Cafe
DR. SHIBEN KRISHEN RAINA

B
angalore, or Bengaluru as 
it is now officially known, is 
one of  India’s most prominent 
cities. Known for its pleasant, 
balanced climate, the city has 

earned several nicknames, including the 
'Silicon Valley of  India' for being a hub 
of  Information Technology (IT). Home to 
some of  the world’s leading IT companies, 
Bengaluru also boasts the title 'Garden 
City of  India,' with its numerous lakes 
and lush parks.

The city is a cultural and educational 
hub, hosting historical landmarks such 
as the ISKCON temple—one of  the largest 
Krishna temples globally—sports arenas 
like the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium, and 
prestigious institutions, including the 
National Cricket Academy. Bengaluru is 
also the headquarters of  the Art of  Living 
Foundation, one of  India’s most popular 
NGOs, led by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. Adding 
to its vibrancy are performances by art-
ists, musicians, and comedians, which are 
a regular feature of  its cultural scene. 
Given its unique mix of  technology, tra-
dition, and entertainment, Bengaluru is 
aptly called a ‘Fun City.’

Currently, I am in Bangalore, and one 
name that has been making waves here is 
the 'Rameshwaram Cafe.' Located in Indi-
ranagar, this 10x10 square-foot eatery has 
become a must-visit destination for food 
lovers, especially those craving authentic 
South Indian cuisine. Interestingly, the 
cafe gained widespread attention last year 
due to a bombing incident, but this hasn't 
deterred its popularity.

Despite its modest size, the cafe is per-
petually bustling with customers, both 
inside and outside. People start queuing 
up early in the morning to get a taste 
of  its delicious offerings. Known for its 
exceptional South Indian delicacies, the 
Rameshwaram Cafe reportedly generates 
an annual turnover exceeding ₹50 crore.

The Rameshwaram Cafe was estab-
lished in 2021 by CA Divya Raghavendra 
Rao and Raghavendra Rao. Since its incep-
tion, the cafe has set itself  apart not just 
with its food but also with its traditions. 
Every morning, a religious ceremony is 
performed before the massive kitchen is 

set in motion. The gas stoves are lit only 
after prayers to the divine, ensuring a 
spiritual start to the culinary day.

In the cafe’s expansive kitchen, dozens 
of  skilled chefs work tirelessly to prepare 
a wide variety of  South Indian dishes. 
From fluffy Idlis and crispy Dosas to fla-
vorful sambars and chutneys, every item 
is crafted to perfection. This dedication 
to authenticity and quality has made 
Rameshwaram Cafe a household name 
in Bengaluru and beyond.

Visiting the Rameshwaram Cafe is 
more than just a meal; it is an experience 
that blends culinary delight with cultural 
reverence. For food enthusiasts and cul-
tural explorers alike, this little gem in 
Indiranagar offers a slice of  Southern 
tradition, served with a side of  impec-
cable hospitality.Whether you're a local 
or a visitor, Rameshwaram Cafe is a must-
visit spot in Bengaluru. Its blend of  flavor, 
faith, and finesse truly captures the spirit 
of  this dynamic city.

Author is a Former Fellow, IIAS, 
Shimla (HP)

Adding to its 
vibrancy are 
performances by 

artists, musicians, and 
comedians, which are 
a regular feature of  its 
cultural scene. Given 
its unique mix of  tech-
nology, tradition, and 
entertainment, Benga-
luru is aptly called a 
‘Fun City.’
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2025 Begins With
15 & 16, generally cloudy weather is 

expected with possibility of  light snow 
at isolated to scattered places.

Moreover, the tourists, travelers and 
transporters are advised to follow admin-
istration and traffic advisory—(KNO)

PM Modi To
workers came under terror attack on 

October 20, 2024, when two terrorists 
entered the workers’ camp at Gagangir 
and fired indiscriminately. Seven civil-
ians, including six non-local workers of  
the infrastructure company building the 
Z-Morh tunnel, were killed. A local doctor 
was also killed in the attack.

Police Busts
police station Qamarwari in Srinagar 

after receiving specific information about 
the movement of  a consignment of  nar-
cotics. At Barthana a vehicle was stopped 
for checking. Six kg of  heroin was recov-
ered from under the driver’s seat and two 
kg was recovered from other two persons 
in the vehicle," read the statement.

The arrested persons have been identi-
fied as Anas Ajaz Awan of  Dildar Tang-
dhar, Kupwara, and Zahid Ahmad Sheikh 
of  Channipora, Tangdhar Kupwara.

“The narcotics and the vehicle used 
in the commission of  crime have been 
seized as evidence. A case under sections 
8/21 and 29 of  the NDPS Act has been 
registered in Police Station Parimpora. 
Further investigation is going on," the 
statement mentioned.

“Preliminary investigation shows that 
the narcotics were smuggled from Paki-
stan as part of  cross-border drug traffick-
ing network,” police said.

J&K Police has been pursuing the link-
ages to dismantle various drug syndicates 
and also identify and arrest all those 
involved in the illicit trade.

Along with this, the security forces 
have been aggressively carrying out anti-
terrorist operations against terrorists, 
their over-ground workers (OGWs) and 
sympathisers in order to dismantle the 
terror ecosystem in Jammu and Kashmir.

These operations followed some das-
tardly attacks carried out by the ter-
rorists after the peaceful and people-
participative Lok Sabha and Legislative 
Assembly elections in the union territory. 
Intelligence agencies say that the peace-
ful conduct of  elections witnessed by dip-
lomats of  many countries has frustrated 
the handlers of  terror sitting across the 
border in Pakistan. The agencies say the 
terror handlers have directed terrorists 
in J&K to give the dying terrorism its last 
push in the union territory and the smug-
gling of  narcotics is a part of  the tactics

Soldier Ends
suicide note, Yadav was drugged and 

filmed in a compromising situation with 
a woman during a visit to Rajasthan’s 
Jeenmata two years ago.

The perpetrators allegedly blackmailed 
him with the video, extorting over Rs 15 
lakh. Yadav said his military service obli-
gations prevented him from filing a police 
complaint, leaving him with no way out.

The police have registered a case 
against the accused. The family has urged 
the police to ensure the perpetrators are 
punished.

High-Speed Trial
began at Katra station at 10:30 AM, with 

the train covering the distance to Banihal 
station in just one and a half  hours. The 
return journey commenced at 2:00 PM, 

concluding at Katra by 3:30 PM. This trial 
is the final high-speed test on the track, 
according to Deswal, who added that the 
data collected during the two-day statuto-
ry inspection will now undergo analysis. 
A decision regarding the launch of  the 
direct rail service is expected to follow 
after review by the central government.

Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
had earlier announced the completion 
of  the Reasi-Katra section in December, 
a significant step in the USBRL project. 
Launched in 1997, the project has faced 
numerous delays due to challenging geo-
graphical, climatic, and technical condi-
tions.

The USBRL project is a critical initia-
tive aimed at integrating Kashmir into 
the national railway network. "The suc-
cess of  the trial not only highlights the 
technical prowess of  Indian Railways but 
also brings the dream of  seamless rail 
connectivity to the region closer to real-
ity," Deswal said—(KNO)

JK An Important
with determination and confidence.
Sinha made these remarks while flag-

ging off  55-member Youth Contingent 
from UT of  Jammu Kashmir for New Delhi 
to participate in the Viksit Bharat Young 
Leaders Dialogue - National Youth Festi-
val 2025. He interacted with the partici-
pating youth and officials, and extended 
his best wishes for the prestigious event.

Sinha called upon the youth to embrace 
this special opportunity to display their 
leadership talent and demonstrate diver-
sity in folk dance, poetry, writing, paint-
ing and music. He also asked the youth 
to achieve excellence in their respective 
competition and also explore ways to con-
tribute to nation building.

“Youth are responsible for writing their 
own destiny and shaping the future of  
Jammu Kashmir. Never feel satisfied. 
Remove the word ‘Impossible’ from your 
dictionary and move forward with deter-
mination and confidence,” he said.

Speaking on the vision and objective 
of  National Youth Festival, the LG said 
the glorious event prepares our youth to 
assume future challenges and responsi-
bilities towards the nation with patriotic 
feelings.

“Jammu Kashmir occupies an impor-
tant place on the national cultural map. 
The youth festival will provide an oppor-
tunity to make our rich cultural legacy 
popular and enrich cultural conscious-
ness of  the society,” he said.

“At UT level, the event brings youth 
from different districts and different 
backgrounds to mingle and learn from 
each other. This helps in developing 
better understanding and appreciation of  
different cultures and talents,” he added.

During the interactive session, the 
youth spoke about different themes in 
which they are representing J&K and also 
shared the role of  younger generation of  
Jammu Kashmir in realising the vision 
of  Viksit Bharat.

Sarmad Hafeez, Secretary, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Department; Rajinder 
Singh Tara, Director General, Youth Ser-
vices and Sports; Jitendra Mishra, Nodal 
officer, participating youth and officials 
accompanying the Contingent for Nation-
al Youth Festival were present.

LG Meets Politicians,
Bharat train at Budgam railway station.
He requested that the stoppage of  Vande 

Bharat train would provide a much-
needed boost to the district’s economy 
by improving connectivity and attract-
ing more tourists to renowned destina-
tions such as Doodhpathri, Yusmarg, 
Tosamaidan, and the revered Charar-e-
Sharief  shrine.

 Khan also extended gratitude to the 
LG for his continued support in develop-
mental projects in Budgam, particularly 

the construction of  bridges over Nalla 
Sukhnag in the Beerwah constituency, 
which has been a long-pending demand 
of  the local population.

Sinha assured the DDC Chairman 
that appropriate action will be taken 
to address the issues projected by him 
during the interaction.

Ajatshatru Singh, former Minister and 
senior BJP leader also called on the LG.

Earlier, a delegation of  newly elected 
office-bearers of  J&K High Court Bar 
Association, Jammu led by its President 
Advocate K. Nirmal Kotwal, called on 
Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha, 
today.

The delegation comprised of  Adv. 
Baldev Singh, Adv. Pardeep Majotra, Adv. 
Anshu Mahajan and Adv. Rahul Aggarw-
al apprised the LG on various concerning 
issues of  the legal fraternity.

Also, Ms Abida War, Chairperson J&K 
Solace Employees Working Women Asso-
ciation and Ms Jagmeet Kour Bali, Presi-
dent, All Sikh Minority Employees Asso-
ciation and All Employees Joint Asso-
ciation Kashmir (M) also called on the 
Lieutenant Governor.

Omar Must Lead
he is in charge.” He further highlighted 

the lack of  clarity in the business rules, 
which he claimed adds to the ambiguity 
in governance.

Mehdi, as per a local news agency KNT 
accused the BJP of  actively seeking ways 
to disempower the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir and being dismissive of  their 
aspirations. He alleged that the party’s 
actions reflect a disregard for the popular 
mandate given to the National Conference 
by the people.

“The BJP's strategy is disrespectful to 
the democratic aspirations of  the people 
of  J&K. It undermines their mandate and 
seeks to weaken their political voice fur-
ther,” he remarked.

Responding to a question, Mehdi 
advised NC Vice-President Omar Abdul-
lah to remain closely aligned with the 
aspirations of  the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir. He emphasized the heavy man-
date the NC has received and urged the 
Chief  Minister to respect and uphold it.

“Omar Abdullah must stay connected 
with the people’s aspirations. If  he dis-
tances himself  from their expectations, 
he risks being seen as a representative 
of  Delhi rather than the leader of  Jammu 
and Kashmir,” Mehdi warned.

He further stressed that the government 
of  India must respect the overwhelming 
mandate given to the NC, warning that 
any disregard could be disastrous for the 
broader idea of  India.

Mehdi also voiced concerns about the 
future direction of  governance in Jammu 
and Kashmir, suggesting that the BJP is 
not inclined to meet public expectations. 
He said Omar Abdullah’s leadership 
would be judged by his efforts to restore 
statehood and Article 370.

“The people fear that their expectations 
will not be met. Omar Abdullah must lead 
the struggle for statehood and the resto-
ration of  Article 370, or risk being per-
ceived as a proxy for Delhi,” he said.

Insta Page
that anyone involved in such activities 

would face strict action. The police also 
urged the public to avoid engaging with 
pages that propagate controversies and 
harm reputations.

Kashmir’s Traditional
spoke about the struggles faced by fami-

lies. “My husband’s earnings came from 
carving stones for homes and masjids. 
Now, we don’t even have enough for basic 
necessities. We don’t want charity; we 

want to work. The ban has left us depen-
dent on odd jobs, which are not enough to 
sustain our family,” she said.

The locals said the ban was implement-
ed without consultation or an under-
standing of  its impact.

Several carvers have tried switching to 
other professions, but with limited skills 
outside their traditional craft, options 
remain scarce. “I tried working as a 
labourer, but the income is inconsistent,” 
said Bashir Ahmad, another carver. “This 
art was our identity. Losing it feels like 
losing a part of  who we are.”

“This craft has been part of  our lives 
for centuries, passed down from one gen-
eration to the next,” said Nazir Ahmad, 
a stone carver. “Now, with the ban, we 
are unable to continue what our ances-
tors sustained for so long. It feels like our 
heritage and livelihood are being erased.”

Another group of  artisans who have 
been carving stones for generations, 
now find themselves struggling after 
the mining ban. "With no access to raw 
materials, we have had to turn to daily 
labour, but the income is unpredictable 
and barely enough to meet our basic 
needs. It’s a difficult reality after years 
of  craftsmanship," they said.

In other districts, artisans who have 
relied on local stone quarries for genera-
tions are also facing similar challenges. 
They urge the government to lift the ban 
or introduce a sustainable mining policy 
that allows them to resume their work.  
They also demand skill development pro-
grammes and financial assistance for 
families affected by the ban.

Meanwhile, an official said that the gov-
ernment is in the process of  reviewing the 
matter. He said Deputy Chief  Minister 
Surinder Choudhary will form a commit-
tee to assess and categorise these mining 
sites as either major or minor. "The final 
decision will be made based on the com-
mittee’s recommendations," the official 
said.

Fat-Burning Foods: 10 Foods That Will Help You Burn Your Belly Fat 
S

pecific foods can 
help burn belly fat 
by influencing met-
abolic processes, 
improving digestion, 

and reducing fat accumulation 
in the abdominal area. These 
foods often contain nutrients 
like protein, fibre, and healthy 
fats, which boost metabolism, 
enhance fat oxidation, and 
regulate hormones related to 
appetite and fat storage. Addi-
tionally, some foods have anti-
inflammatory and thermogenic 
properties, which help the body 
burn more calories. In 2025, 
dietary advancements and a 
focus on functional foods con-
tinue to highlight ingredients 
that not only promote overall 
health but specifically target 
belly fat. Read on as we share a 
list of  foods you should add to 
your diet to lose belly fat.

10 Foods that will help you 
burn belly fat in 2025

Avocados are rich in mono-
unsaturated fats, which help 
reduce visceral fat and improve 
satiety, making it easier to avoid 
overeating. Their high potas-
sium content helps regulate 
water retention and combat 
bloating, while their fibre slows 
digestion, promoting stable 

energy levels and reduced crav-
ings.

Known for its catechins, 

green tea boosts metabolism 
and enhances the body's fat-
burning capacity. The antioxi-

dants in green tea reduce oxi-
dative stress, a factor linked to 
belly fat accumulation. Green 

tea includes higher-concen-
tration extracts in convenient 
forms, making it easier to incor-

porate into busy lifestyles while 
maximising its fat-burning ben-
efits.

Packed with protein and 
probiotics, Greek yogurt helps 
maintain muscle mass while 
promoting fat loss. Probiot-
ics improve gut microbiota, 
reducing inflammation and 
optimising digestion, key fac-
tors for trimming belly fat. 
Fortified Greek yogurt with 
additional strains of  probiotics 
has become popular, further 
amplifying its benefits.

This nutrient-dense grain 
provides a perfect balance of  
protein, fibre, and essential 
amino acids, helping control 
hunger and stabilise blood 
sugar levels. The glycemic 
benefits of  quinoa prevent fat 
storage in the abdomen. Quinoa 
now comes fortified with plant-
based omega-3s, adding another 
layer of  metabolic support.

Capsaicin, the active com-
pound in chilli peppers, enhanc-
es thermogenesis, causing the 
body to burn calories even at 
rest. It also suppresses appe-
tite, reducing overall calorie 
intake. Chilli pepper blends 
combine capsaicin with other 
fat-burning compounds like 
piperine (from black pepper) 

for increased efficacy.
Also Read: Want To Lose 

Belly Fat? Know What, When 
And How Much You Should Be 
Eating For Effective Results

Blueberries, raspberries, 
and strawberries are rich in 
antioxidants and fibre, which 
combat insulin resistance, a 
key factor in belly fat storage. 
Freeze-dried berry powders are 
a popular addition to smooth-
ies and snacks, offering con-
centrated benefits for reducing 
abdominal fat.

High in protein and cho-
line, eggs help reduce fat stor-
age around the liver and belly. 
Consuming eggs for breakfast 
promotes satiety throughout 
the day, reducing overall calorie 
intake. Eggs are enriched with 
omega-3 fatty acids that further 
boost our health.

Spinach, kale, and other 
greens are low-calorie, fibre-
rich foods that support diges-
tion and reduce bloating. Their 
high vitamin and mineral con-
tent also combat deficiencies 
that can slow metabolism.

By incorporating these foods 
into a nutrient-rich diet and 
maintaining an active lifestyle, 
you can significantly target and 
reduce belly fat.
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UAE Ambassador 
inaugurates padel courts at 
OP Jindal Global University

IANS

SONIPAT (HARYANA) 
: In an effort to promote 
health, well-being, and 
cross-cultural collabora-
tion, Abdulnasser Alshaa-
li, UAE Ambassador to 
India and Prof. (Dr) C. Raj 
Kumar, Vice Chancellor of  
O.P. Jindal Global Universi-
ty, inaugurated four state-
of-the-art padel courts at 
O.P. Jindal Global Univer-
sity (JGU) here. The inau-
guration ceremony under-
scored the shared commit-
ment of  the UAE and India 
to fostering healthier com-
munities and strengthen-
ing bilateral ties.

The four padel courts, 
named after leading UAE 
airlines -- Air Arabia, 
Emirates, Etihad, and Fly-
Dubai -- symbolise the vital 
role of  aviation in foster-
ing people-to-people con-
nections between the UAE 
and India.

This naming initia-
tive, jointly envisioned by 
Ambassador Alshaali and 
Prof. (Dr) Kumar, under-
scores the pivotal contri-
bution the UAE airlines 
undertake in bridging dis-
tances and enabling oppor-
tunities. By connecting 
Indian students with edu-
cational and professional 
pathways abroad, UAE 
Airlines plays an integral 
role in supporting their 

global ambitions, facilitat-
ing cultural exchange, and 
strengthening ties between 
the two nations.

Commenting on the 
occasion, Ambassador 
Alshaali said, “Padel is 
the UAE’s fastest-growing 
sport and has experienced 
a surge of  interest in India 
over recent years. The 
opening of  the state-of-
the-art Air Arabia, Emir-
ates, Etihad, and FlyDubai 
padel courts here at JGU 
will not only open new 
opportunities for JGU 
students to participate in 
a highly social and excit-
ing sporting activity, it will 
also offer JGU scope to host 
international-level padel 

tournaments and train-
ing camps. The UAE takes 
pride in supporting the 
growth of  padel in India, 
and enhancing our coop-
eration with JGU.”

The inauguration of  the 
padel courts reflects JGU’s 
commitment to holistic 
student development by 
integrating physical fit-
ness into its educational 
ethos. This initiative also 
symbolises the deep-root-
ed UAE-India partnership, 
which spans sports, health, 
education, and cultural 
exchange.

“At JGU, we believe in 
the power of  sports and 
fitness to bring people 
together and inspire 

healthy lifestyles. Naming 
these courts after UAE 
Airlines is a tribute to 
the bridges that aviation 
builds between our two 
nations. It is a reminder 
of  the possibilities that 
open up when people 
are connected, whether 
through sports, educa-
tion, business, or cultural 
exchange,” said Prof. (Dr) 
C. Raj Kumar, Vice Chan-
cellor of  JGU.

The inauguration of  
the panel courts featured 
the participation of  JGU’s 
leadership, faculty, and 
students, alongside repre-
sentatives from Air Arabia, 
Emirates, Etihad, and Fly-
Dubai. 

Iss devi ko kitne bungalow chahiye: BJP 
amplifies attack on Delhi CM Atishi

IANS

NEW DELHI : The politi-
cal tension in Delhi esca-
lated on Wednesday as the 
BJP intensified its attack 
on the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) over the ongoing 
'bungalow for CM' contro-
versy. The BJP's state pres-
ident, Virendra Sachdeva, 
raised pointed questions 
directed at Delhi Chief  
Minister Atishi, sarcasti-
cally asking, "Toh aakhir 
iss devi ko kitne bungalow 
chahiye?"

Speaking to IANS, 
Sachdeva demanded clar-
ity on the issue, asking, 
"Whose bungalow is this? 
This government residence 
where 'Atishi' is written — 
whose bungalow is it?

"If  it was allotted to 
her, why is she asking for 
'Sheesh Mahal'? If  it was 
being given to her, why 
didn’t she accept it earlier? 
How many bungalows does 
a Chief  Minister need in 

Delhi? She lives in Kalkaji, 
yet refuses to reveal who 
occupies this one. Even 
locals are tight-lipped, 
though posters outside 
point to its occupant. So 
how many bungalows does 
this 'devi' need? We want an 
answer."

Sachdeva further react-
ed to BJP leaders' calls to 
turn the 'Sheesh Mahal' 
into a museum, suggest-
ing, "I have said that the 
'Sheesh Mahal' should be 

declared a museum of  cor-
ruption. If  the BJP forms 
the government in Delhi, 
no BJP Chief  Minister 
will stay in that Sheesh 
Mahal."

As Delhi Assembly elec-
tions near, the 'Sheesh 
Mahal' and 'bungalow for 
CM' controversy is becom-
ing a central issue in the 
political debate.

The AAP has retaliated 
by dubbing the Prime Min-
ister's residence as the 'Raj 

Mahal,' accusing the BJP 
of  overspending on it with 
a budget of  Rs 2,700 crore.

This back-and-forth 
between 'Sheesh Mahal' 
and 'Raj Mahal' reflects the 
fierce political rivalry, with 
the AAP-led by Arvind 
Kejriwal, the BJP, and the 
Congress all gearing up for 
the February 5 elections.

The latest drama 
unfolded when AAP lead-
ers, including Sanjay Singh 
and Saurabh Bharadwaj, 
were stopped by the police 
from entering the Delhi 
Chief  Minister's official 
residence. The AAP had 
invited the media to tour 
the premises in an effort 
to counter the BJP’s criti-
cisms of  the Chief  Minis-
ter’s residence.

With only a month left 
before the Delhi Assem-
bly elections, the political 
war over 'Sheesh Mahal', 
'Raj Mahal,' and the fight 
for the capital continues to 
heat up.

Private equity investments 
in India surge to $15 billion in 
2024, a 46.2 pc growth

Private equity investments 
in India surge to $15 billion in 
2024, a 46.2 pc growth

IANS

NEW DELHI: Driven by 
sectors such as healthcare 
and pharmaceuticals, con-
sumer-related industries 
and technology -- amid 
stable political scenario 
and favourable policy 
environment -- private 
equity (PE) investments 
in India surged to $15 bil-
lion in 2024, marking a 46.2 
per cent increase from the 
previous year, according to 
a report on Wednesday.

India's expanding 
middle-class population, 
robust startup ecosystem, 
and strong IPO market pro-
vided ample opportunities 
for investors, according to 
the data shared by LSEG, 
a global financial markets 
infrastructure and data 
provider.

“India remains one of  
the top markets in the Asia 
Pacific for financial spon-
sor activity, accounting for 
at least 28 per cent of  the 
region's total equity invest-
ments during this period, 
up from a 15 per cent 
market share the previous 
year,” said Elaine Tan, 
senior manager, LSEG 
Deals Intelligence.

The total PE funds 
raised over the last three 
years reached approxi-
mately $23 billion, ear-
marked for deployment in 
India.

“Favourable govern-
ment initiatives, anticipat-
ed global monetary easing, 
diverse sector opportuni-
ties, and a rising interest 
in integrating ESG into 
growth strategies are some 

of  the key factors expect-
ed to drive private equity 
activity in India in 2025,” 
according to the report. 
Stable political scenario, 
favourable policy, infra 
push to drive Indian econ-
omy in 2025

According to recent pro-
jections by global broker-
ages and financial institu-
tions, the Indian economy 
is poised to be supported 
by a stable political scenar-
io, favourable policy envi-
ronments, the effects of  
production-linked incen-
tive (PLI) programmes, 
possibilities brought about 
by changes in the global 
supply chain and govern-
ment emphasis on infra-
structure spending.

The Indian macro 
remains strong among 
large markets except for 
the growth part. The Cur-
rent Account Deficit (CAD) 
has improved significantly 
and is expected to be 1 per 
cent for FY25.

Moreover, robust ser-
vices exports and healthy 
remittances flow should 
help keep the country’s 
CAD in the safe zone during 
the current financial year 
(FY 2024-25), according to 
a Crisil report.

Most domestic macro 
and micro indicators 
remain steady. Given 
these aspects, the domes-
tic equity market remains 
focused on earnings, 
according to industry 
experts. Government 
spending has resumed, 
employment is on the rise, 
and supply bottlenecks are 
lessening.

IANS
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Moreover, robust ser-
vices exports and healthy 
remittances flow should 
help keep the country’s 
CAD in the safe zone during 
the current financial year 
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tic equity market remains 
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experts. Government 
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employment is on the rise, 
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V. Narayanan appointed new ISRO 

chief, to succeed S. Somnath on Jan 14
IANS

NEW DELHI : V. Naray-
anan has been appointed 
as the next chairman of  
the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and 
Secretary of  the Depart-
ment of  Space, according to 
an official announcement 
made on Tuesday. He is set 
to take over from the cur-
rent ISRO chief, S. Somnath, 
on January 14.

A distinguished scientist 
at ISRO, Narayanan cur-
rently serves as the Direc-
tor of  the Liquid Propulsion 
Systems Centre (LPSC) in 
Valiamala, Kerala.

With nearly four decades 
of  experience in the Indian 
space programme, Narayan-
an has held several impor-
tant roles within ISRO.

His expertise primarily 
focuses on rocket and space-
craft propulsion.

According to an official 
order from the Appoint-
ments Committee of  the 
Cabinet, Narayanan has 
been appointed to serve in 

these roles for the next two 
years, until further notice.

An official order from 
the Ministry of  Person-
nel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions, Department of  
Personnel and Training 
states, "The Appointments 
Committee of  the Cabinet 
has approved the appoint-
ment of  V. Narayanan, 
Director, Liquid Propulsion 
Systems Centre, Valiamala, 
as Secretary, Department of  
Space and Chairman, Space 
Commission, for a period of  
two years from January 14, 
2025, or until further orders, 
whichever is earlier."

He is a Rocket and Space-
Craft Propulsion Expert 
and joined ISRO in 1984 
and functioned in various 
capacities before becoming 
Director of  LPSC.

The Liquid Propulsion 
Systems Centre, which Nara-
yanan heads, is engaged in 
the development of  liquid, 
semi-cryogenic and cryo-
genic propulsion stages for 
launch vehicles, chemical 
and electric propulsion sys-

tems for satellites, control 
systems for launch vehicles, 
and transducers develop-
ment for space systems 
health monitoring.

He is also the Chairman 
of the Project Management 
Council-Space Transporta-
tion System (PMC-STS), the 
decision-making body in 
all launch vehicle projects 
and programmes, and the 
Chairman of  the National 
Level Human Rated Certi-
fication Board (HRCB) for 
Gaganyaan, India's planned 
human spaceflight mission.

During the initial phase, 
he worked in the Solid Pro-
pulsion area of  Sounding 
Rockets and Augmented Sat-
ellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV) 
and Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (PSLV) at Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC). He further contrib-
uted to the process planning, 
process control and realisa-
tion of  Ablative nozzle sys-
tems, composite motor cases 
and composite Igniter cases.

At present, Narayanan is 
the Director of  the Liquid 

Propulsion Systems Centre 
(LPSC), one of  the major 
Centres of  the ISRO having 
its headquarters at Valiama-
la in Thiruvananthapuram, 
with a unit at Bangalore.

Having studied in Tamil-
medium schools, Narayan-
an completed his M.Tech in 
Cryogenic Engineering and 
PhD in Aerospace Engineer-
ing from IIT, Kharagpur, 
where he was awarded a 
Silver Medal for achieving 
the first rank in the M Tech 
programme. The rocket 
and spacecraft propulsion 
expert joined ISRO in 1984 
and rose through the ranks 
to become the director of the 
Liquid Propulsion Systems 
Centre in 2018.

S Somanath took over 
as the ISRO Chief  in Janu-
ary 2022 and it was under 
him that India became the 
first country in the world 
to land a rover in the South 
Pole region of  the Moon. It 
also joined an elite club of  
countries to achieve a soft 
landing on the Moon, after 
the US, Russia, and China.

Sandeshkhali gang-rape case: 

Calcutta HC orders police 

protection for victim

Formula-E case: Senior IAS 

officer appears before ACB

Lokayukta conducts raids against 
seven govt officials in Karnataka

IANS

BENGALURU : The Loka-
yukta officials conducted 
simultaneous raids against 
seven government officials 
in Karnataka on Wednes-
day in connection with the 
disproportionate assets 
case, sources said.

The raids were con-
ducted in nine places - Ben-
galuru, Chikkamagaluru, 
Bidar, Belagavi, Gadag, 
Ballari, Raichur, Bagalkot 
and Tumkur districts.

According to sources, 
the raids were conducted 
at the residence of  a Joint 
Director of  the Transport 
Department in Bengaluru, 
the residence of  a Health 
Officer in Kadur Primary 
Health Centre in Chikka-
magaluru, the house of  an 
Engineer attached to the 
Minor Irrigation Depart-
ment in Bidar.

The Lokayukta sleuths 
also conducted raids on the 
residence of  a Tehsildar 
in Khanapur of  Belagavi. 
They also raided his office 
in Belagavi, another resi-
dence in Nipani town. The 
team headed by Lokayukta 
SP Hanumantharayappa 
conducted these raids.

The residence and 

properties of  an execu-
tive engineer attached to 
Gadag-Betageri Municipal-
ity were raided. The offi-
cers conducted searches 
and seizures at the office 
of  Gadag-Betageri Munic-
ipality, his residence, 
office and farmhouse. The 
sleuths raided his prop-
erties at five locations in 
Gadag, Gajendragarh and 
Bagalkot districts.

The offices and resi-
dences of  an officer 
attached to the Backward 
Classes Welfare Depart-
ment and a Joint Engineer 
attached to the Bengaluru 
Electricity Supply Com-
pany (Bescom) in Raichur 
were also raided.

Besides, the residence 
of  a retired RTO officer in 
Tumakuru has also been 
raided. The officer had 
retired from the services 
last year.

However, an official 
statement is awaited.

Earlier, the sleuths of  
Karnataka Lokayukta 
conducted raids across 
the state early in July last 
year at 56 locations, includ-
ing the houses, offices and 
properties of  officials. 
Over 100 officials carried 
out the raids.

IANS

KOLKATA : A single-
judge bench of the Calcutta 
High Court, on Wednesday, 
directed the state police to 
provide 24-hour protection 
to the woman, who had ear-
lier this week approached 
the court accusing the local 
cops of  a lackadaisical 
investigation into her com-
plaint of  gang-rape against 
three men, including a local 
Trinamool Congress leader.

At the same time, the 
single judge bench of  Jus-
tice Jay Sengupta also 
directed the local police sta-
tion to submit a report in the 
form of  an affidavit on the 
progress of  the investiga-
tion into the woman's com-
plaint by January 12.

The state government 
counsel, on Wednesday, 
informed the court that there 
had been significant progress 
in the investigation of  the 
matter and the process was 
on to file the charge sheet in 
the case. However, the vic-
tim’s counsel claimed that 

although the accused was 
constantly threatening her 
and her family members, 
there had been no action on 
the part of  the local police.

Thereafter Justice Sen-
gupta directed the state 
police to provide 24-hour 
police protection not only 
to the victim but the entire 
family besides asking the 
state police to file a progress 
report investigation.

In her petition, the victim 
alleged that the crime took 
place in May last year, and 
she and her family members 
approached the local police 
to act on the matter. She 
has now alleged that for all 
these months the cops have 
not moved an inch forward 
in the course of  the inves-
tigation. At the same time, 
she and her family members 
are under pressure from the 
accused and their associates 
to withdraw the complaint 
at the local police station.

Among the three accused 
named one is Trinamool 
Congress’ block president in 
Sandeshkhali Dilip Mondal. 

The Calcutta High Court 
had admitted the petition.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee made a 
yearend trip to Sandeshkhali 
on December 30, after avoid-
ing such an initiative during 
the entire period of  crisis 
there earlier this year fol-
lowing allegations of  sexual 
harassment of  local women 
and land grabbing of  people 
by local Trinamool Congress 
leader Sheikh Shahjahan.

While addressing a 
public meeting at Sandesh-
khali on that day, the Chief  
Minister hinted towards the 
“money game” influencing 
the movement by locals 
there earlier this year.

On that very day, leader 
of  opposition in the West 
Bengal Assembly Suvendu 
Adhujari conducted a protest 
at the same place, defying the 
last-minute denial of  police 
permission for the same. He 
drew a comparison between 
Mamata Banerjee and the 
chief of  the caretaker govern-
ment in neighbouring Ban-
gladesh, Muhammad Yunus.

IANS

HYDERABAD : Special 
Chief  Secretary, Telan-
gana government, Arvind 
Kumar appeared before the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) in a Formula-E race 
case on Wednesday.

The senior Indian 
Administrative Officer 
(IAS) reached the ACB 
headquarters in Banjara 
Hills around 10 a.m.

The ACB, which is prob-
ing the alleged financial 
irregularities in conduct-
ing the Formula-E race 
in Hyderabad in 2023, is 
likely to question the offi-
cial about the transfer of  
Rs 54.88 crore to Formula-E 
Operations Limited (FEO).

As the then Special Chief  
Secretary of  Municipal 
Administration and Urban 
Development Department, 
Arvind Kumar, who is the 
second accused in the case, 
had played a key role in 
payments to the UK-based 
FEO from Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development 
Authority (HMDA).

The ACB is likely to 
record the statement of  

Arvind Kumar, who was 
issued a memo in January 
last year by the state gov-
ernment seeking an expla-
nation for entering into an 
agreement for conducting 
the Formula-E race while 
the Model Code of  Conduct 
was in force.

The senior IAS official 
had reportedly stated in 
his response to the memo 
that he issued orders for 
the transfer of  money on 
the direction of  the then 
Minister for Municipal 
Administration and Urban 
Development Department 
(KTR).

The ACB registered a 
First Information Report 
(FIR) against KTR, Arvind 
Kumar and former Chief  
Engineer of  HMDA B.L.N. 
Reddy for alleged irregu-
larities in payment by 
HMDA to FEO and asso-
ciated entities without 
adhering to established 
financial procedures.

The FIR was registered 
under Sections 13 (1) (A) 
and 13 (2) of  the Preven-
tion of  Corruption Act, 
along with Sections 409 
and 120 (B) of  the Indian 

Penal Code. The ACB 
had summoned KTR on 
January 6. He, however, 
returned from the ACB 
office after his lawyer was 
not allowed to be present 
during questioning.

The ACB issued another 
notice to him the same day, 
directing him to appear 
before it on January 9.

The Telangana High 
Court on January 7 dis-
missed KTR’s petition to 
quash the FIR. The court 
also refused to pass orders 
to ACB not to arrest him. 
The BRS working presi-
dent has filed an appeal in 
the Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, former 
HMDA Chief  Engineer 
B.L.N. Reddy appeared 
before the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) in the 
same case. The ED is con-
ducting the probe under 
the Prevention of  Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) 
based on the FIR filed by 
the ACB.

The Central agency 
is looking into possible 
violations of  the Foreign 
Exchange Management 
Act (FEMA).
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PCB shifts tri-series with New 
Zealand and South Africa to 
Lahore and Karachi

Fakhar Zaman aims for 

Champions Trophy comeback
AGENCIES

Fakhar Zaman is 
"100% certain" he 
will play for Paki-

stan again and is gearing 
up for the 2025 Champions 
Trophy, which begins on 
February 19 and will be 
hosted in Pakistan and 
Dubai.

"A 100%, I will play for 
Pakistan (again)," Fakhar, 
34, told the Vipers Voices 
podcast. "Actually, many 
people do not know about 
that, but after the T20 
World Cup I got sick and 
because of  the medical 
condition I was not fit, so I 
was not a part of  the team.

"But now I [have] recov-
ered 100%, and you will 
see me in the next white-
ball series which Pakistan 
play."

Fakhar, once an integral 
part of  the Pakistan white-
ball setup, has not played 
international cricket since 
the 2024 T20 World Cup last 
June in the USA and West 
Indies, where Pakistan 
were eliminated in the 
group stage. He last played 
an ODI in the 2023 ODI 
World Cup but is hopeful 
of  returning for the Cham-
pions Trophy at home.

Incidentally, it was 
in the 2017 Champions 
Trophy that Fakhar shot 
to prominence with a title-
winning 114 against India 
in the final at The Oval in 
London. "My plan has been 
around the Champions 

Trophy," he said. "I did not 
play in the Australia tour 
or in the South Africa tour, 
so my whole plan was just 
to play in the Champions 
Trophy, to make myself  
available and to be fully fit 
for the tournament.

"That was in the back of  
my mind, and I am thank-
ful, and I am lucky to be fit 
right now. I started from 
the Champions Trophy 
2017 and that went really 
well for me and now I am 
very excited for the next 
edition also. I talked to the 
selectors, the head coach, 
and everyone wanted me 
to play in the Champions 
Trophy."

Fakhar had high praise 
for 22-year-old opener Saim 
Ayub, who has become a 
regular across formats for 
Pakistan. Ayub has had a 

sensational start to his ODI 
career, with three centuries 
and a fifty in nine innings, 
which includes hundreds 
in Australia and South 
Africa. However, an ankle 
fracture sustained during 
the first morning of  the 
second Test against South 
Africa in Cape Town has 
put his Champions Trophy 
campaign in jeopardy.

"I hope and I believe that 
he will recover quickly, and 
I was thinking yesterday to 
call Saim just to talk to him 
about this injury," Fakhar 
said. "Believe me, he is 
such a great player that 
if  he continues to play for 
the next four to five years, 
he will be at the top and 
he will be amongst the top 
three players in the world."

While Fakhar wants to 
open the batting for Paki-

stan, he may not find a slot 
there, with Ayub, Babar 
Azam and Mohammad 
Rizwan already at the top 
of  the order.

"In Pakistan, we have 
three of  the best players in 
the world in Babar Azam, 
Mohammad Rizwan and 
Saim Ayub, so sometimes 
I feel lucky to be in the 
team even if  I am not able 
to make my place in the 
team as an opener," Fakhar 
said. "If  the team has faith 
in me and they want me to 
bat at number four or five, 
that totally makes sense, 
because for me the team 
is always first and I play 
wherever the team wants 
me to play, but I always 
prefer to open."

Fakhar is currently gear-
ing up for his maiden ILT20 
stint where he will feature 
for the 2023 runners-up 
Desert Vipers. "There are 
many Pakistani players who 
have played for the Desert 
Vipers including Shadab 
Khan, Shaheen Shah Afridi, 
Azam Khan and Moham-
mad Amir and they talk 
really highly about this 
team, the environment, the 
management, the way they 
play the cricket and the way 
their mindset is," Fakhar 
said. "So when I got the offer, 
without any discussion with 
anyone, I said 'yes, I would 
love to play for this team.'"

The ILT20 begins on 
January 11, with the Dubai 
Capitals taking on MI 
Emirates in Dubai.

AGENCIES

The PCB has relocat-
ed its ODI tri-series 
with New Zealand 

and South Africa to Lahore 
and Karachi, as it readies 
the two venues to host the 
Champions Trophy from 
February 19.

The four-match tri-
series, due to start on 
February 8, was originally 
scheduled to be played in 
Multan. But the PCB has 
decided to move it to the 
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore 
and the National Stadium 
in Karachi, a move the 
board said "reflects the 
PCB's confidence in the 
readiness of  these upgrad-
ed venues".

The board said in a 
statement: "Given the 
advanced stage of  prepa-
rations at the Gaddafi 
Stadium and the National 
Bank Stadium, the PCB 
has decided to relocate the 
upcoming tri-nation ODI 
series to these two venues. 
The series, featuring New 
Zealand and South Africa 
alongside Pakistan, was 
originally scheduled to be 
held in Multan."

Both stadiums have been 
undergoing significant 
upgrade and renovation 
work this season. It has 
caused some disruption 
to the calendar, with nei-
ther the Gaddafi Stadium 

nor the National Stadium 
hosting any of  the seven 
Tests this season. Karachi 
was scheduled to host one 
Test against England, but 
that was moved to Multan. 
Multan is also hosting two 
Tests against West Indies 
this month.

But the work was widely 
acknowledged to be neces-
sary, given that Pakistan is 
hosting its first ICC event in 
nearly 30 years. The most 
significant renovation has 
taken place at the Gaddafi 
Stadium, where capacity has 
been increased to 35,000, two 
new digital replay screens 

have been installed, and 
an entirely new players' 
and hospitality enclosure 
has been built. Simi-
lar upgrades have been 
carried out in Karachi's 
National Stadium, while the 
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium 
- which has hosted interna-
tional and domestic games 
this season - has undergone 
more minor enhancements.

The PCB said the Gad-
dafi Stadium will be set for 
an inauguration in the last 
week of January. The board 
"assured the fans, spectators 
and media that all upgrada-
tion work was progressing 

on schedule and will be com-
pleted before or around the 
set deadlines".

Ten, and possibly 11, 
of  the 15 matches of  the 
tournament will be played 
across Lahore, Karachi and 
Rawalpindi. The remaining 
games, all involving India 
and one semi-final, will be 
played in Dubai, as well as 
the final should India make 
it. That is part of  the hybrid 
model agreed upon by the 
PCB, the BCCI and the ICC, 
after the Indian govern-
ment did not give permis-
sion for India to travel to 
Pakistan.

Archie Vaughan to captain England Under-19 team on tour of South Africa
IANS

NEW DELHI : All-rounder 
Archie Vaughan will captain 
England men’s U19 team on 
its upcoming tour of  South 
Africa. Archie, who is the 
son of  former England cap-
tain Michael Vaughan, will 
lead an 18-man squad across 
three 50-over and two red-ball 
games happening from Janu-
ary 14 to February 6.

Archie took 15 wickets and 
scored 236 runs in just four 
County Championship match-
es for Somerset in the last 
season. "I found out that I was 
going to be captain during the 
training camp before Christ-
mas and it was a very special 

moment. To get the opportu-
nity to represent England at 
this level is really special in 
itself, but to lead the team out 
is something else," said Archie 
in a statement issued by the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB).

"It will obviously be a good 
challenge and we'll have to 
adapt to the conditions. The 
training camp that we had 
over there before Christmas 
was really beneficial and we're 
all ready and raring to go.”

"If  someone had told me 12 
months ago that I would have 
forced my way into the Somer-
set first team and be captain-
ing the Under-19s I wouldn't 
have believed them. It hap-

pened quickly but I'm going 
to keep my feet on the ground 
and work harder and harder. 
The next step is to try and win 
in South Africa and hopefully, 
I can perform as well," he said.

The England Under 19 squad 
will fly out on Thursday ahead 
of the first 50-over game against 
the South Africa U19 team on 
January 17. The two-match 
red-ball series begins in Stel-
lenbosch on January 26 before 
the second game happens in 
Cape Town on February 3.

“After putting in a lot of  pur-
poseful work on a really good 
camp before Christmas, we get 
the opportunity to play against 
South Africa Under-19s, which 
will be very exciting for the 

boys competing in an England 
shirt," said England U19 head 
coach Michael Yardy.

Meanwhile, South Africa 
also announced their U19 
squads, with Bennie Hansen 
to captain them in both 
50-over and red-ball games. 
“Regarding Bennie (Hansen), 
his captaincy and leadership 
style, he's done really well 
in terms of  leading Western 
provinces at Khaya Majola 
and Cubs Week. Most impor-
tantly, Bennie has been part of  
our under-19 program.”

“He toured Bangladesh 
with us. He’s got a good under-
standing of  how we want to 
play our cricket. And the fact 
that he plays the style that we 

like, playing with good positive 
intent. That made it an easier 
decision for me to choose him 
as a captain. He’s grown a lot 
in the past few months and 
it’s going to be quite exciting 
to see how he fronts up to the 
challenge of  England,” said 
SA U19 Men’s head coach 
Malibongwe Maketa.

England U19 squad: Archie 
Vaughan (captain), Farhan 
Ahmed, Tazeem Ali, Ben 
Dawkins, Kesh Fonseka (Test 
squad only), Alex French, Alex 
Green, Jack Home, James 
Isbell, Eddie Jack, Ben Mayes, 
James Minto, Harry Moore, Joe 
Moores (ODIs only), Thomas 
Rew, Aaryan Sawant, Naavya 
Sharma and Alexander Wade

South Africa U19 ODI 
squad: Bennie Hansen (Cap-
tain), Daniel Bosman, Raeeq 
Daniels, Divan de Villiers, Carl 
Fryer, Paul James, Enathi 
Khitshini, Adnaan Lagadien, 
Chad Mason, Bandile Mbatha, 
Nqobani Mokoena, Lethabo 
Phahlamohlaka, Semal Pillay, 
Jason Rowles and Ntando Soni

South Africa U19 Test squad: 
Bennie Hansen (Captain), 
Daniel Bosman, Muhammad 
Bulbulia, Raeeq Daniels, Divan 
de Villiers, Paul James, Martin 
Khumalo, Adnaan Lagadien, 
Chad Mason, Nqobani Mokoe-
na, Lethabo Phahlamohla-
ka, Nathan Rossouw, Jason 
Rowles, Jorich van Schalkwyk 
and Sandiswa Yeni.


