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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi16th 

Year Of  Publication Deeply saddened by the demise of Dr. Rajagopala Chidambaram. He 
was one of the key archite cts of India’s nuclear programme and made 
ground-breaking contributions in strengthening India’s scientific and 
strategic capabilities. He will be remembered with gratitude by the 
whole nation and his efforts will inspire generations to come.

PDD Lineman 
Held For Jammu 
Shootout

AGENCIES

JAMMU: A man, who 
shot at and wounded BJP 
Yuva Morcha Jammu 
district president Kanav 
Sharma, was arrested on 
Saturday, police said.

"The assailant, who 
fired two bullets at Kanav 
Sharma from his licensed 
pistol identified as Ravin-
der Singh, a Power 
Development Depart-
ment (PDD) lineman, was 
arrested," the police said.

Sharma was attacked 
by Singh in the area of  
Bakshi Nagar police sta-
tion on Friday P-06

“IN ADDITION TO SNOWFALL IN THE VALLEY, THERE WOULD BE RAIN IN THE plains 
and snow in the higher reaches of Jammu division as well”, said an official of the MET department.

4 Soldiers Killed In 
Bandipora Accident
J&K LG, CM Omar Abdullah, Gandhis Express 
Grief, Extend Condolences To The Families

AGENCIES

BANDIPORA: Four soldiers 
lost their lives, and two others 
sustained critical injuries 
when an Army vehicle skid-
ded off  the Bandipora-Sri-
nagar road and plunged into 
a deep gorge near Suderkoot-
Payeen, close to the Wular 
sunset point in north Kash-
mir’s Bandipora district on 
Saturday, officials said.

An official said that the 
accident occurred due to poor 
visibility and adverse weather 
conditions. He said the vehicle 
veered off  the road near SK 
Payeen and fell into a deep 
gorge, resulting in serious 
injuries to six soldiers.

“Police, Army personnel 
and local residents immediate-
ly rushed to the spot to rescue 
the injured soldiers and evac-
uate them to the district hos-
pital,” the official said. “Two 
soldiers were declared dead on 
arrival at the Bandipora Dis-

trict Hospital, while the other 
four were shifted to a Srinagar 
hospital for advanced treat-
ment. Tragically, two more 
soldiers succumbed to their 
injuries en route to the hospi-
tal. The remaining two are in 
critical condition.”

The deceased soldiers 
have been identified as Lance 
Naik Jitender, Havildar Hari 
Ram, Gunner Nitesh and 
Pawan Kumar. The injured 
soldiers are Havildar Balap-
pa and Lance Naik Garili.

The Army said the accident 
occurred due to inclement 
weather and poor visibility 
conditions. In a statement, 
the Chinar Corps expressed 
its heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved families and grati-
tude to the local Kashmiri citi-
zens for their swift assistance 
during the rescue operations.

“On 04 Jan 2024, while 
performing duty in Bandip-
ora District, a vehicle of  the 
Indian Army skidded P-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: As the MET 
department forecast moder-
ate to heavy snowfall begin-
ning from Sunday, Kashmir 
Valley braced up for another 
spell of  biting cold and snow.

Meanwhile, Srinagar city 
was enveloped in a dense fog 
in the morning and all early 
flights at Srinagar interna-
tional airport were delayed 
due to poor visibility.

Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K) Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah has assured that 
the administration was fully 

geared up to face the chal-
lenge.

Forecasting moderate to 
heavy snowfall beginning 
from Saturday evening, 
the MET department said. 
“The main activity would be 
between January 5 to 6. We 
are expecting good snowfall 
as the Western Disturbance 
(WD) is presently active over 
J&K."

“In addition to snowfall 
in the Valley, there would be 
rain in the plains and snow in 
the higher reaches of  Jammu 
division as well”, said an offi-
cial of  the MET department.

Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah is camping in Sri-
nagar along with his Cabinet 
colleagues to supervise the 
snow clearance operation and 
address any eventualities that 
might arise in case there is 
disruption of  services in the 
Valley.

Srinagar city was envel-
oped in dense fog in the morn-
ing and all morning flights at 
Srinagar international air-
port were delayed due to poor 
visibility.

In Srinagar, the minimum 
temperature was recorded at 
minus 1.6 degrees P-06

Kashmir On Alert Over Widespread Snowfall
Surface, Air-Traffic Likely To Get Affected During 3-Day Wet Spell

KU Postpones Exams 
Scheduled Monday
SRINAGAR: The University 
of  Kashmir has postponed all 
examinations scheduled on 
Monday, amidst forecast of  
moderate to heavy snowfall 
during the next three days.

A notification issued by 
the university reads, In view 
of  the holiday on account of  
Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s Birth-
day on 06.01.2025, it is noti-
fied for information of  all the 
concerned that the University 
examination scheduled for the 
said date stands P-06

PDD Issues Circular 
For Swift Action
SRINAGAR: As response to 
the recent weather advisory, 
the Chief  Engineer (Distribu-
tion) Kashmir has issued a cir-
cular urging preparedness and 
swift action to address poten-
tial power disruptions caused 
by snowfall.

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department’s forecast, 
snowfall is expected between 
January 4 and January 6, 2025.

The office of  the Chief  Engi-
neer (Distribution) P-06

...Business Rules For J&K Assembly

9-Member MLAs Panel 

To Meet On Tuesday

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Rules Com-
mittee constituted by the 
Speaker of  J&K Legislative 
Assembly is set to hold its 
second meeting in Jammu 
on Tuesday (January 7) for 
framing Rules of  Procedure 
& Conduct of  Business for 
the House.

According to the meeting 
notice issued by the Legisla-

tive Assembly secretariat, 
the panel of  MLAs will hold 
its meeting under the chair-
manship of  the Speaker in 
his office chambers at legis-
lature complex, Jammu on 
Tuesday at 11:30 AM.

The 9-member panel com-
prises seven members from 
the ruling alliance and two 
from BJP. No member from 
Kashmir-based opposition 
parties including P-06

...Purchase Of Non-Recommended Textbooks

Private Schools To Face 

Tough Action: Sakina Itoo

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Following the 
hue and cry regarding pur-
chase of  textbooks other 
than those prescribed by 
JKBOSE, the Minister of  
Education, Sakina Itoo Sat-
urday said that the govern-
ment will take prompt action 
against the private schools 
who are found guilty.

The minister said, “The 
complaint of  the parents 

will have a prompt action. If  
any school is found guilty, we 
will make sure that action is 
taken on the very next day.”

“We have already consti-
tuted a zonal and district level 
Committee who will monitor 
the violations done by the pri-
vate schools,” she said.

About the selling of  text-
books by private schools 
within the institute, the edu-
cation minister a day before 
had said that the P-06

Karan Singh Seeks Immediate Statehood To J&K
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Senior Congress 
leader and veteran politician 
Karan Singh has demanded the 
immediate restoration of  state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir and 
said that the current status of  the 
region is an “unacceptable” dimi-
nution of  the “crown of India”.

In a recent interview to PTI 
Videos, Singh, a three-time Rajya 
Sabha MP and Sadr-i-Riyasat 
(constitutional head) of  the erst-
while state, also voiced his con-
cerns over the changes following 
the abrogation of  Article 370 of  
the Constitution.

He noted that before this con-
stitutional change, the entire 
debate used to revolve around 
how much autonomy was to be 
accorded to the state.

“The whole game has changed 

after the abrogation of  (Article) 
370,” Singh said.

He said Jammu and Kashmir’s 
transition to a union territory 
is a diminution of  the erstwhile 
state and it is “unacceptable”.

Singh noted that a former 

Indian ambassador to the US 
said that the current status of  
Jammu and Kashmir has put 
it behind states like Himachal 
Pradesh and Haryana in terms 
of  governance efficiency.

“(Hum) toh mukut P-06

Winter Woes For Migratory Birds 
Ease As Frozen Wetlands Reopen

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: All major wet-
lands across Kashmir are 
now flocked with migratory 
birds, officials said, adding 
that the freezing water bodies 
initially posed survival chal-
lenges.

The official, however, said 
the improved weather condi-
tions and light snowfall have 
started breaking the ice, 
ensuring better water access 
for the birds.

A top official from the 
Wildlife’s Wetland Division 
said the valley wetlands were 
flocked with a good number 
of  migratory birds but that 
the freezing of  water bodies 

initially created difficulties, 
posing significant challenges 
for migratory birds in the 
region.

“Birds rely on open-water 
pools for survival. However, a 
slight improvement in weath-
er, accompanied by light 
snowfall, has started break-
ing the ice layer, and that is 
gradually exposing water 
sources,” the top officer said.

The senior officer added 
that due to the icy layer 
in water bodies, they have 
started giving supplementary 
feeding with paddy grains to 
support the migratory bird 
population in the region.

“The situation is improv-
ing, and with the thawing of  

ice, the birds are flocking back 
to the water pools,” an official 
said, adding that the valley 
wetlands, hosting thousands 
of  migratory birds annually, 
are being closely monitored 
and that a formal census to 
estimate the bird population 
was scheduled for February.

The official, however, 
assured that all wetlands 
were currently hosting 
migratory bird populations.

Anti-Poaching Measures 
Intensified

The official said amid 
these efforts, they were also 
focusing on curbing poaching 
activities, a persistent chal-
lenge that has been exacer-
bated by the birds' P-06

Kulgam Youth Dies 
Of Asphyxiation

AGENCIES

KULGAM: A young man 
died and his mother is in 
critical condition after they 
were found unconscious due 
to inhaling toxic fumes from 
a charcoal fire used for heat-
ing in Guddar village of  south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district, 
officials said on Saturday.

An official aid that the 
deceased, identified as Danish 
Ahmad Khan, and his mother, 
Fameeda Akhter, residents of  
Guddar village, were found 
unconscious on Thursday. 
They had inhaled toxic fumes 
emitted from a charcoal fire 
used for heating.

The duo was rushed to GMC 
Anantnag and later referred 
to SKIMS Soura for advanced 
treatment. Despite medical 
attention, Danish succumbed 
to the effects of  asphyxiation 
on Saturday morning, while 
his mother remains in P-06

MLAs, 
Delegations 
Meet LG Sinha

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Several leg-
islators and delegations 
on Saturday called upon 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha and dis-
cussed various issues.

Among the legislators 
who met the LG Sinha 
include MLA from Marh 
constituency Surinder 
Kumar, MLA Jammu East 
Yudhvir Sethi and MLA 
Jammu West P-06
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Email Id:icdswavoora@gmail.comGOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This office has made advertisement for selection of Anganwadi Workers (Sanginis)  and Anganwadi helpers (Sahayikas) vide this office Advertisement Notice No: 11 0f 2024 Dated: 06-12-2024 
issued under endorsement No: CDPO/POSHAN/WAV/Adv/2024/921-936 Dated: 06-12-2024, in this regard the merit list of the applied candidates which is annexed as Annexure “A” “B” “C” 
“D” E” F” for inviting of objection, if any from the general public within 10 days from the date of publication of this notice.
Aggrieved applied candidates shall be entitled to file their objections, if any within 10 days in the office of Child Development Project Officer Poshan Project Wavoora in all working days from 
10.00 am to 4.30 pm. After the expiry of date, no objection shall be entertained by this office.
No: CDPO/POSHAN/Wav/25/1014-1024 sd/-
Dated: 03/01/2025 Child Development Project Officer,
     Poshan Project Wavoora

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA
SUBJECT: Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sangini (AWW) against the location AWC Chopan Mohalla Gagal Name of Panchayat  Gagal( B) advertised vide this Office 
Advertisement Notice No. 11 of 2024 Dated 06/12/2024 published in Daily Newspaper Rising Kashmir And Nida-i-mashriq on 08/12/2024  for general information of Public.

ANNEXURE- A
Merit Pannel of applied candidates of AWC Chopan Mohalla Gagal (Ward No 05) 

  Sno/
Index No

Name of 
Candidate

Parentage Residence
Ward No/ 

Name
D.O.B Qualification

Marks ob-
tained in 12th 

/ Out of
Percentage

Whether any 
relation with 
retired AWW 

Additional  2 
Points

Total 
Merit

Remarks

01/04 SHAHIDA BANO
W/O Farooq 

Ahmad Phomada
Gagal 05 01-01-2001 12th 237/500 47.4

No
Nil 47.4

Sd/
Child Development Project Officer

Wavoora(Member Secretary)
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA.
SUBJECT: Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sangini (AWW) against the location AWC Mukdom Mohalla Kanthpora  Name of Panchayat Kanthpora(B) advertised vide 
this Office Advertisement Notice No. 11 of 2024 Dated  06/12/2024 published in Daily Newspaper Rising  Kashmir And  Nida-i-mashriq on 08/12/2024  for general information of Public.
Merit Pannel of applied candidates of AWC Mukdom Mohalla Kanthpora (Ward No 05) 

ANNEXURE -B 

  Sno/
Index No

Name of 
Candidate

Parentage Residence
Ward No/ 

Name
D.O.B Qualification

Marks 
obtained in 

12th / Out of
Percentage

Whether any 
relation with 
retired AWW 

Additional  
2 Points

Total 
Merit

Remarks

01/01 ISHRAT RASHID D/O Abdual Rashid Bhat Kanthpora 05 12-02-2002 12th 279/500 55.8 Nil Nil 55.8
02/02 RUBEENA AKHTER D/O Gh Mohmmad Bhat Kanthpora 05 03-11-1993 12th 196/500 39.2 Nil Nil 39.2
03/03 BILKEESA AKHTER W/O Ferooz Ahmad Bhat Kanthpora 05 01-03-1995 12th 247/500 49.4 Nil Nil 49.4

-Sd/
Child Development Project Officer

Wavoora(Member Secretary)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER  POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA.
SUBJECT: Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sahiyaka (AWH) against the location AWC Jabdi Rang St   Name of Panchayat Warnow (D) advertised vide this Office Adver-
tisement Notice No. 11 of 2024 Dated  06/12/2024 published in Daily Newspaper Rising  Kashmir And  Nida-i-mashriq on 08/12/2024  for general information of Public.
Merit Pannel of applied candidates of AWC Jabdi Rang ST Warnow D (Ward No 07) 

ANNEXURE- C

  Sno/
Index No

Name of Candidate Parentage Residence
Ward No/ 

Name
D.O.B Qualification

Marks ob-
tained in 12th 

/ Out of
Percentage

Total 
Merit

Remarks

01/02 Kulsooma Sediq D/O Mohd Sediq Gojjer Doond Warnow 07 02-03-1999 10th 210/500 42% 42% Un-married
02/03 Fareedah Bano W/O Altaf Ahmad Khan Warnow 07 07-05-1992 10th 215/500 43% 43%
03/10 Maneera Bano W/O Muneer Ahmad Pathan Warnow 07 01-04-1993 10th 219/500 43.8% 43.8%

Sd/
Child Development Project Officer

Wavoora(Member Secretary)
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER  POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA.
SUBJECT: Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sahiyaka (AWH) against the location AWC Bhat Mohalla Warnow   Name of Panchayat Warnow (A) advertised vide this Office 
Advertisement Notice No. 11 of 2024 Dated  06/12/2024 published in Daily Newspaper Rising  Kashmir And  Nida-i-mashriq on 08/12/2024  for general information of Public.
Merit Pannel of applied candidates of AWC Bhat Mohalla Warnow A (Ward No 04) 

ANNEXURE -D
  Sno/

Index No
Name of Candidate Parentage Residence

Ward No/ 
Name

D.O.B Qualification
Marks obtained 
in 10th / Out of

Percentage
Total 
Merit

Remarks

01/01 Rukhsana Rashid W/O Sajad Ahmad Bhat Warnow-A 04 27-12-1987 10th 181/500 36.2% 36.2
02/09 Tahira Rasool Bhat D/O Gh Rasool Shah Warnow A 04 07-03-2004 10th 376/500 75.2 75.2 Un-married

Sd/
Child Development Project Officer

Wavoora(Member Secretary)
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER  POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA.
SUBJECT: Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sahiyaka (AWH) against the location AWC Chopan Mohalla Doniwari   Name of Panchayat Doniwari advertised vide this 
Office Advertisement Notice No. 11 of 2024 Dated  06/12/2024 published in Daily Newspaper Rising  Kashmir And  Nida-i-mashriq on 08/12/2024  for general information of Public.
Merit Pannel of applied candidates of AWC Chopan Mohalla Dooniwari (Ward No 04) 

ANNEXURE- E
  Sno/Index 

No
Name of 

Candidate
Parentage Residence

Ward No/ 
Name

D.O.B Qualification
Marks obtained in 

10th / Out of
Percentage Total Merit Remarks

01/05 SAIMA ASHRAF W/O Nazir Ahmad Chopan Dooniwari 04 01-02-1994 10Th 197/500 39.4% 39.4
02/06 NAHIDA AKHTER W/O Ishfaq Ahmad Khan Dooniwari 04 11-01-1994 10th 273/500 54.6% 54.6
03/11 Shayasta Rasool D/O Ghulam Rasool Khan Dooniwari 04 01-12-2003 10th 233/500 46.6% 46.6 Un-Married

Sd/
Child Development Project Officer

Wavoora(Member Secretary)
GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT WAVOORA.
SUBJECT: Merit List of candidates who have applied for the post of Sahiyaka (AWH) against the location AWC  Bun Maidanpora   Name of Panchayat Maidanpora (B) advertised vide this Office 
Advertisement Notice No. 11 of 2024 Dated  06/12/2024 published in Daily Newspaper Rising  Kashmir And  Nida-i-mashriq on 08/12/2024  for general information of Public.
Merit Pannel of applied candidates of AWC Bun- Maidanpora (Ward No 05) 

ANNEXURE-F
  Sno/Index 

No
Name of Candidate Parentage Residence

Ward No/ 
Name

D.O.B Qualification
Marks obtained 
in 10th / Out of

Percentage
Total 
Merit

Remarks

01/04 AAZIMA LATEEF W/O Mohammad arif Khan Maidanpora B 05 01-01-2005 10th 382/500 76.4 76.4
02/07 TOUFEEQA BANO W/O Mohd Rafiq Khan MaidanporaB 05 01-04-1990 10th 201/500 40.2 40.2
03/08 FANCY BANO W/O Qaisar Ahmad Khan Maidanpora B 05 24-09-1995 10th 245/500 49% 49
04/12 TABASUM AKHTER W/O Liyakat Majid Bhat Maidanpora B 05 14-01-1996 10th 261/500 52.2% 52.2

Sd/
DIPK-10454-24  Child Development Project Officer
DT: 04/01/2025 Wavoora(Member Secretary)

Gulmarg to host 5th edition of Khelo India winter games
CS for using such opportunities to promote J&K internationally 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo, today emphasised the 
need for optimally utilising the 
events like ‘Khelo India Winter 
Games’ for tourism promo-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir at 
global level. 

The Chief  Secretary was 
addressing at a meeting held 
here to take stock of  the prep-
arations being made for suc-
cessful conduct of  5th edition 
of  ‘Khelo India Winter Games’ 
at Gulmarg. 

Besides the Secretary, YS&S 
and Dy DG, SAI the meeting was 
attended by Principal Secretary, 
Culture Department, ADGP, 
L&O, DG, F&ES, Commissioner 
Secretary, GAD, Commissioner 
Secretary, Tourism, Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir, Sec-
retary, PWD Deputy Commis-
sioner, Baramulla/Budgam, 
Director, Information and PR 
besides other concerned offi-
cers while out station officers 
participated online. 

Dulloo highlighted the sig-
nificance of  such national level 
events in promoting brand 
J&K as one of  the prominent 

tourist destinations. He main-
tained that Gulmarg being one 
of  the biggest ski destination in 
whole of  the country should be 
utilised to attract the interna-
tional skiers by holding exclu-
sive competitions for them. He 
asked for exploring the possibil-
ity of  holding Heliskiing com-
petitions for its professional 
players at the venue. 

Regarding successful com-
mencement of  winter games, 

the Chief  Secretary asked the 
divisional administration to 
coordinate with other depart-
ments so that the games are 
held in a befitting manner. He 
asked each of  the concerned 
department to extend best of  
the services to the participants 
and play their role effectively in 
making this edition successful. 

The Chief  Secretary enjoined 
upon the Youth Services & 
Sports Department to start 

their promotional campaigns 
on their social media handles 
in order to create necessary 
buzz about this event. He asked 
them to use the creatives cap-
tured earlier for this purpose. 
He impressed upon the depart-
ment to look into holding such 
events at the tourist destina-
tions of  J&K in coordination 
with the Tourism Department 
to make year round activity cal-
endar for the adventure lovers 

all over the country. 
He also reviewed security, 

sanitation, transportation, 
health, traffic management 
besides provisioning of  unin-
terrupted supply of  power 
and water during these days. 
He directed the departments 
to make best of  the arrange-
ments with adequate back-ups 
for each of  the facility required 
there. 

The Chief  Secretary asked 

for making suitable arrange-
ments for holding of  cultural 
programmes and demonstra-
tions during night time in view 
of  the cold weather there. He 
also asked the Information & 
PR to coordinate with DD and 
AIR for live telecast of  these 
events besides giving wide pub-
licity to the sporting events. 

Secretary, YS&S, Sarmad 
Hafeez, informed the meeting 
that J&K is hosting these winter 
games 5th time straightaway 
this year. He made out that the 
Department has gained enough 
expertise during previous years 
and is making preparations 
to held a great spectacle this 
time. He further gave out that 
the sporting competitions like 
Alpine Skiing, Nordic Skiing, 
Ski Mountaineering and Snow 
Boarding would be held in Gul-
marg as part of  Khelo India 
Winter Games-2025 this year. 

He revealed that 30 teams 
consisting of  about 1000 ath-
letes and officers from different 
states and sports boards all over 
India are going to participate 
in these events scheduled to be 
held between 22-25 February, 
2025. 

About the commencement 
of  events, it was divulged that 
the players would be received 
on 21st of  February at Srinagar 
Airport and housed in 3-star 
and 4-star hotels at Gulmarg 
for their ease and comfort. 

In addition, cultural eve-
nings would be part of  the pro-
grammes for all the days with 
laser & drone show on the first 
night itself. 

The games are going to be 
opened in a grand ceremony 
on 22nd of  February with cul-
mination on 25th February with 
a medal ceremony and gala cul-
tural event. 

It was also apprised that the 
event managers are being hired 
to professionally manage these 
events with are going to be tele-
casted live over Doordarshan. 

The meeting was also 
informed that different com-
mittees had been constitut-
ed to give final shape to the 
arrangements. It was revealed 
that different stalls depicting 
handicrafts and cuisines would 
be installed to promote such 
trades for the overall benefit of  
the people associated with these 
industries as well. 

MVD organises medical, 
eye check up camp for 
drivers at Thathri

Drive intensified against 
illegal mining in Rajouri
Several vehicles seized, heavy 
penalties imposed on perpetrators

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: The Motor Vehicle 
Department (MVD) Doda, 
in collaboration with the 
Health Department and 
District Ayush Department, 
organized a Medical and 
Eye Check-up Camp today 
at Thathri.

The event was held 
under the direction of  
Transport Commissioner 
Vishesh Paul Mahajan 
and Deputy Commissioner 
Doda Harvinder Singh and 
supervised by ARTO Doda, 
Rajesh Gupta, in the pres-
ence of  MVD Inspector 
Robin Singh and officials 
from the Motor Vehicle 
and Health Departments.

 A large number of  driv-
ers from the region partici-
pated in the initiative, which 
emphasized the importance 
of  maintaining good health 
for the driving community. 
Drivers underwent compre-
hensive eye checkups and 
general health screenings, 
ensuring their fitness for 

road safety.
Qualified doctors con-

ducted detailed vision 
tests, providing immediate 
feedback and recommend-
ing corrective measures 
where necessary. Partici-
pants were educated on 
the critical role of  good 
eyesight in preventing 
road accidents and ensur-
ing public safety. Doctors 
gave drivers health tips, 
highlighting the signifi-
cance of  regular medical 
checkups for them. After 
thorough medical check–
up the drivers were pro-
vided free medicines.

The initiative reflects the 
commitment of  the Motor 
Vehicle Department and its 
partners to promote road 
safety and driver well-being. 
By prioritizing health and 
fitness, the event aimed to 
reduce the risks of  acci-
dents caused by impaired 
vision and poor health 
among drivers, fostering a 
safer transportation envi-
ronment in the district.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI: In a con-
certed effort to curb ille-
gal mining activities and 
ensure the preservation of  
the natural environment, 
a team led by the District 
Mining Officer (DMO) 
Rajouri, in coordination 
with the Deputy Superin-
tendent of  Police (DySP) 
Headquarters, on Satur-
day conducted a series of  
raids in identified illegal 
mining zones. The  raids 
resulted in the seizure of  
multiple vehicles involved 
in unauthorized mining 
operations and imposition 
of  fines amounting to sev-
eral lakhs of  rupees on the 
perpetrators.

This exercise was part 
of  an ongoing and rigorous 
campaign initiated by the 
district administration to 
uphold the law and safe-
guard the region’s ecologi-
cal balance.

The District Mining 
Office, in collaboration 
with law enforcement agen-
cies, is leaving no stone 
unturned in tackling the 
menace of  illegal mining 
that poses significant risks 
to the environment and the 
sustainable management of  
natural resources.

Earlier in the day, the 

Mining Department issued 
multiple notices to viola-
tors, including stone crush-
ers and leaseholders, who 
were found in breach of  
their legal obligations. 
These notices are a prelude 
to strict legal action that 
will be initiated against the 
offenders in accordance 
with the relevant provisions 
of  law.

The DMO emphasized 
that the department is 
committed to maintaining 
transparency and account-
ability in mining opera-
tions while enforcing the 
compliance to the regula-
tions by all stakeholders. 
He also reiterated that the 
district administration is 
determined to take strict 
punitive actions against 
individuals and entities 
involved in illegal mining, 
without exception.

This joint action by the 
Mining Department and 
law enforcement agencies 
demonstrates the adminis-
tration’s unwavering com-
mitment to upholding the 
rule of  law and protecting 
the region’s natural heri-
tage. Such operations will 
continue in the future to 
ensure that the district’s 
resources are utilized 
responsibly and in adher-
ence to all legal norms.

DC Kupwara emphasizes on upscaling therapeutic 
management, proper counseling of drug addicts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: To review the 
progress made to curb drug 
abuse in Kupwara district, 
a meeting of  District Level 
Committee of  Narco Coor-
dination (NCORD) was held 
today under the chairman-
ship of  the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan at meeting hall of  DC 
Office Complex, here.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner took a detailed 
appraisal from concerned 
members of NCORD Commit-
tee regarding the present sce-
nario of  drug related occur-
rences, various issues related 
to menace of  drug addiction, 
its control and rehabilitation 
and areas of  concern.

The DC meticulously 
reviewed the implementa-
tion of  the measures taken 

and progress achieved to 
eliminate drug abuse and its 
peddling in Kupwara District. 
She took feedback from the 
members of  the Commit-
tee who presented the latest 
report related to action taken 
against drug-addiction and 
drug trafficking in the Dis-
trict.

On the occasion, the DC 
stressed upon the Officers of  
all the line Departments to 
further intensify IEC activi-
ties, connecting communities 
including religious influenc-
ers and civil society members.

The DC also empha-
sized the Officers including 
Enforcement agencies for 
identification and close vigil 
of  entry points, hot spots of  
drugs, public places and aban-
doned buildings.

Similarly, the DC also laid 
thrust on further intensifying 

IEC campaigns (seminars, 
rallies and other programmes 
on the harmful effects of  
drug menace) at Schools 
and Colleges levels to sensi-
tize students and common 
masses about ill-effects of  
drugs and close coordination 
between Health , Education 
and other line departments. 
She also reviewed the func-
tioning of  Drug De-addic-
tion Centre Kupwara and 
Addiction Treatment Facil-
ity Centre (ATFC) Handwara 
and stressed for upscale  the 
therapeutic management 
and proper counseling of  the 
drug addicts which can help 
the addicts to come out of  the 
menace.

The DC said in order to 
combat this rising societal 
problem, multi-pronged 
Rehabilitation, Counseling 
and Guidance policy is indis-

pensable to be implemented 
on ground to monitor drug 
abuse and take remedial 
measures to curb the menace 
so that sufferings of  the drug- 
affected persons is mitigated.

The Police department 
was directed to share details 
of  attached properties of  drug 
peddlers with  concerned Teh-
sildars who will mark red 
entries of  these properties 
which cannot be sold.

The Medical Superinten-
dent District Hospital Hand-
wara was directed to conduct 
counselling sessions for fami-
lies of  drug abusers so that 
they may live a respectful life. 
Patrolling of  police parties 
around the abandoned build-
ings shall also be intensified, 
besides, SHOs and Tehsildars 
shall conduct joint visits to 
these places to put strict vigil 
on drug abusers.
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE BARAMULLA
principal@gmcbaramulla.com | website: www.gmcbaramulla.com | Phone No: 01952-238140

E-Tender Notice for Repair and Supply of Parts of Audio 
Conferencing System in Associated Hospital, GMC Baramulla

E- Tender Notice No:  24-GMCB of 2024-25 Dated: -01-01-2025
On behalf of Governor of Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, e tenders are invited through Principal, Government Medical College 
Baramulla for Repair and Supply of Parts of Audio Conferencing System in Associated Hospital, GMC Baramulla as per the 
Annexure “A” to this tender notice from Firms/Companies/Related Dealers for Government Medical College & its Associated 
Hospital. The tender document can be downloaded from the website www.gmcbaramulla.com and www.jktenders.gov.in w.e.f.          
01-01-2025 to   14-01-2025.
       The tender details and schedules as per following.

Item Description                       Tender Fee EMD
Repair and Supply of Parts of Audio Conferencing System 1000 10,000/-

Date & Time of release of bid 01/01/2025(05:00PM)
Last date for entertaining any clarification/representation 02/01/2025(05:00PM)
Online bid submission start date 02/01/2025(05:00PM)
Last date for submission of online bids 14/01/2025(11:00AM)
Opening of Technical bids 16/01/2025(03:30PM)

•	 Any query to clear can be done through email id on principalmedicalcollegebla@gmail.com.
•	 The competent authority reserves the right to accept or reject the tenders received or cancel the whole tendering pro-
cess without assigning   any reason thereof.
NO:-GMCB/PO/2024-25/1512/3223-29 Sd/-
 Dated:  01-01-2025 Principal/Dean

Govt. Medical College,
Baramulla

Annexure “A”
E- Tender Notice No: 24-GMCB of 2024-25 Dated:  01-01-2025

DETAILS OF THE WORK TO BE DONE

S. No. Description Quantity Rate to be filled by the 
bidder including all taxes

1 Supply, Installation and Commissioning of SMF Battery 42 AH for 2 KvA UPS with 
buy back option 06 No’s

2 Repair of Audio Conferencing controller with replacement of necessary parts 01 No.
3 Re commissioning of Audio conferencing system at site 01 Job

Sd/-
Principal/Dean

DIPK-10440-24  Govt. Medical College
DT: 04/01/2025 Baramulla

Negligence by electricity Dept. leaves 

25-year-old critical in Kupwara
‘Police launch investigation into alleged negligence, probe ongoing’

QR-based feedback system introduced in tertiary 

care hospitals, Hazratbal block of GMC Srinagar

MLA Sonawari inaugurates 
Cooperative Fruit Parlour at 
Hajin Bandipora

Div Com emphasizes on close 
coordination & synergy among 
Engineering Departments 
during snow clearance ops
Asks SSCL to keep ITMS Cameras in readiness mode for effective service utilization

DM Baramulla chairs 16th 

NCORD meeting

Sakeena Itoo reviews functioning 
of H&ME department in 
Srinagar, Budgam, Ganderbal, 
Pulwama districts

PMAY-G is a crucial scheme 
for upliftment of weaker 
sections in J&K: Javed Dar

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: To address 
some urgent issues at hand 
including functioning of  
ITMS Cameras, relocation 
of KPTCL Towers at Sanat-
nagar, Snow Clearance and 
rehabilitation cases, Divi-
sional Commissioner Kash-
mir Vijay Kumar Bidhuri on 
Saturday chaired a meeting 
of  concerned departments 
& officers, here.

The meeting was attended 
by Commissioner SMC/CEO 
SSCL, Dr Owais Ahmad; 
ADC Srinagar, Khalid Hus-
sain Malik; SSP Traffic Sri-
nagar, Chief  Engineers of  
R&B, MED, SSCL, KPTCL & 
concerned revenue officer.

While chairing the meet-
ing, Div Com took serious 
note of   software glitches 
in the functioning of  ITMS 
which affects the seamless 
implementation of  traffic 
regulations and directed 
concerned officer to urgently 
rectify the issue so the servic-
es will be effectively utilized 
by the Traffic Department.

Regarding reloca-

tion of  KPTCL Towers at 
Sanatnagar for smooth 
movement of  traffic over 
flyover, Div Com directed 
concerned to expedite the 
process of  land acquisition 
under 3A National High-
way Act for errection of  
new transmission towers.

In view of weather advi-
sory for snowfall, Division-
al Commissioner Kashmir 
directed operationaliza-
tion of  Divisional Control 
Room at ICCC to monitor & 
respond exigencies. He also 
directed related depart-
ments for the deployment 

of staff  at the Control Room.
For the effective imple-

mentation of  snow clear-
ance plan, Div Com direct-
ed SMC, R&B, MED, ULB & 
PMGSY to maintain close 
coordination & synergy 
while ensuring snow clear-
ance operation and restora-
tion of  road connectivity.

He urged them that they 
shouldn't keep their snow-
clearance operation con-
fined to respective  demar-
cated jurisdictions only 
rather they should act judi-
ciously & respond promptly 
to nearby areas to assist in 

opening of  roads.
Div Com instructed CE, 

MED to coordinate with 
SMC for providing assis-
tance in view of the priority 
of  restoration of  City roads.

Meanwhile the meeting 
discussed the bottlenecks 
and acquisition of  struc-
tures falling in the align-
ment of  road at Habakadal 
and rehabilitation thereof.

On the occasion, Div Com 
directed district administra-
tion to identify ten plots at 
the outskirts of  the city for 
the rehabilitation purpose 
of  households.

MUZAFAR BHAT

KUPWARA: A 25-year-
old daily wager sustained 
severe injuries while 
repairing a power trans-
mission line in the Mad-
madhow Kalarus area of  
Kupwara, allegedly due to 
negligence by the Electric-
ity Department.

Sources told the news 
agency JKNS that the man, 
also a barber by profession, 
was reportedly instructed 
by an Electricity Depart-
ment inspector, to repair the 

power line without adequate 
safety measures in place.

They said locals claim he 
was forced to perform the 
repair under unsafe condi-
tions, leading to the acci-
dent, and he was identified 
as Shahid Ahmad (25).

“Following the incident, 
Kalarus police quickly 
transported the man to 
Kupwara Hospital. Due to 
his critical condition, he 
was referred to SMHS Hos-
pital in Srinagar, where 
he is currently receiving 
treatment and fighting for 

his life,” they said.
Meanwhile, Shahid’s 

father, speaking to JKNS, 
expressed his distress 
saying, my son worked 
tirelessly to support us, 
but the negligence of  the 
department has destroyed 
our family. The inspector, 
namely Ghulam Nabi was 
aware of  the risks and still 
forced him to work.

Shahid’s mother also 
demanded justice, stating, 
he is now fighting for his 
life, and we demand justice 
for this inhumane act.

Moreover, when contact-
ed, Inspector Ghulam Nabi 
denied the allegations, 
claiming, I did not instruct 
Shahid to repair the line. 
The claims are false, and I 
support a fair investigation 
to uncover the truth.

It is worth mentioning 
that police have initiated a 
probe into the case. “We are 
investigating all aspects, 
including the alleged pres-
sure on Shahid to perform 
the repair,” said an officer 
investigating the case.—
(JKNS)

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Agriculture Production and 
Rural Development & Pan-
chayati Raj Departments, 
Javed Ahmad Dar, today 
termed Pradhan Mantri 
Awaas Yojana-Gramin 
(PMAY-G) as a crucial hous-
ing scheme for upliftment of  
weaker sections of the society.

The Minister remarked 
this during his address after 
inaugurating one day work-
shop on PMAY-G here.

The Minister was accom-
panied by Advisor to Chief  
Minister, Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Secretary RDD&PR, Moham-
mad Aijaz Asad, and other 
officers of  the department.

During the workshop, the 
Minister distributed cheques 
among the PMAY-G benefi-
ciaries. He also launched a 
booklet on PMAY-G 2.

The Minister stressed the 
importance of  identifying 
genuine beneficiaries and 
ensuring inclusivity under 
PMAY-G, emphasising that 
“no one should be left out.” 
He called for a sincere, trans-
parent approach in benefi-
ciary selection and resource 
allocation.

Referring to PMAY-G 
scheme, the Minister 
remarked on its transforma-
tive impact on rural housing 
across Jammu and Kashmir.

Acknowledging geograph-
ical challenge, the Minister 

stressed on importance of  
meticulous planning and 
efficient fund utilisation for 
timely completion of  proj-
ects. He also highlighted the 
need for transparency and 
accountability, emphasising 
that “public representatives 
and officers must work in 
tandem and perform upto 
the expectations of  general 
public. Only through such 
accountability can we deliver 
a better government.”

The Minister stressed 
the significance of  engag-
ing directly with grassroots 
communities and address-
ing their grievances.

Advisor to Chief Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani called the 
scheme a significant initia-
tive aimed at providing dig-
nified housing to economi-
cally weaker sections of  
society. He described a home 
as “the closest thing to a per-
son’s heart, a place to live 
comfortably and take care 
of  one’s family.” He com-
mended the officers and field 
workers for their vital role in 
transforming lives through 
their support and dedica-
tion, stating that “there is 
no bigger social work than 
helping people fulfill their 
dream of  owning a home.” 
He urged the department to 
streamline the verification 
process further, ensuring 
timely identification of  ben-
eficiaries before March 31 
deadline.

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

BANDIPORA: In order 
to boost the local economy 
and encourage self-reliance 
among the farming com-
munity, MLA Sonawari, 
Advocate Hilal Akbar Lone, 
on Saturday inaugurated a 
state-of-the-art Cooperative 
Fruit Parlour in Hajin town 
of district Bandipora.

The event was attended 
by SDM Sumbal Mir Mur-
taza, Deputy Registrar Coop-
erative Societies Bandipora, 
Adnan Nazir besides other 
senior officials, cooperative 
society members and a large 
gathering of people.

Speaking at the event, the 
MLA highlighted the impor-
tance of  such ventures in 
transforming the agricultur-
al landscape of the region. 
He said the parlour will not 
only provide a platform for 
farmers/locals to sell their 
produce but also add value 
through modern packaging, 
processing, and branding.

Lone said, the Coopera-
tive Fruit Parlour in Hajin 
is part of a broader govern-
ment initiative to promote 

cooperative models in rural 
areas, ensuring socio-eco-
nomic upliftment and rural 
prosperity besides providing 
employment opportunities.

The MLA also directed 
the Deputy Registrar of  
Cooperative Societies Bandi-
pora to organize awareness 
camps across the Sonawari 
region. He said, it is essen-
tial to educate people about 
government schemes so they 
can fully benefit and secure 
sustainable livelihoods.

He urged locals to actively 
participate in cooperative 
initiatives, stressing that 
such platforms not only 
ensure economic stability 
but also contribute to com-
munity welfare.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Registrar Coopera-
tive informed that the par-
lour, established under the 
aegis of cooperative society, 
is equipped with modern 
storage and refrigeration 
facilities to ensure the fresh-
ness of fruits. It will serve as a 
hub for direct sales, eliminat-
ing middlemen and enabling 
farmers to receive fair prices 
for their produce, he added.

 GMK NEWS NETWORK 

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Health and Medical Edu-
cation, Social Welfare and 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, 
today chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting 
at Civil Secretariat here 
regarding performance 
and functioning of  Health 
and Medical Education 
(HME) department in Sri-
nagar, Budgam, Ganderbal 
and Pulwama districts.

 Deputy Commissioner, 
Pulwama, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Ganderbal, Deputy 
Commissioner, Budgam, 
ADC Srinagar, Director 
Health Services Kashmir, 
Principal GMC Srinagar, 
Principal Government 
Dental College Srinagar, 
Mission Director, NHM, 
CEO SHA, Director Coor-
dination New GMCs, MD, 
JKMSCL, Project Direc-
tor, AIDS Control Society, 
Medical Superintendents, 
CMOs of  concerned dis-
trict and other senior offi-
cers of  health and medi-
cal education department 
attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
Minister assessed medi-
cal infrastructure, human 
resources, medical sup-
plies and equipments as 
well as emergency pre-
paredness of  each district. 
She also took detailed 

appraisal regarding func-
tioning of  PHCs, CHCs, 
SDHs and district hospitals 
of  all these districts.

Addressing the officers 
in the meeting, Sakeena 
Itoo stressed upon them 
for maximising accessibil-
ity of  healthcare services 
in rural areas especially 
during winters. She called 
upon them for posting of  
specialists and adequate 
staff  in PHCs and CHCs so 
that people get best medi-
cal care in their vicinities 
without moving to tertiary 
care hospitals.

The Minister also 
stressed upon the officers 
for enhancing the exist-
ing mobile health services 
for reaching out to remote 
areas more effectively.

While reviewing prog-
ress on ongoing projects 
in these districts, Sakeena 
Itoo impressed upon the 
officers for timely comple-
tion of  these projects as 
they are vital for filling the 
gaps of  progressive health 
care services for people. 
She further encouraged 
the officers to prioritise 
establishment of  more 
diagnostic centers and spe-
cialty services at district 
hospitals in order to cater 
to the increasing health 
needs of  the people and 
reduce burden on tertiary 
care hospitals.

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

BARAMULLA:  District 
Magistrate Baramulla, 
Minga Sherpa, chaired the 
16th meeting of  the District 
Level Narco Coordination 
Centre (NCORD) Commit-
tee meeting , where a com-
prehensive review of  the 
ongoing efforts to combat 
drug abuse and trafficking 
was conducted.

The meeting focused on 
strengthening inter-depart-
mental coordination and 
planning further strategies 
to mitigate the narcotic 
challenge in Baramulla, 
ensuring a safer environ-
ment for the youth.

Principal GMC Baram-
ulla, Prof.{Dr.) Majid Jehan-
gir, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sopore SA.Raina, 
Additional Superintendent 
Police Baramulla, Syed 
Yasir Qadri, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue, Arshad 
Ahmad Khan, Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate, Pattan 
Gulmarg,Uri ,Chief  Medi-
cal Officer, Chief Education 
Officer, Chief  Agriculture 
Officer and other concerned 
officers were attended the 
meeting.

The DM emphasized the 
importance of  a unified 
approach to combat the 
growing drug menace and 
ensure a safer, drug-free 
environment for youth. 
“Our combined efforts are 
key to safeguarding the 
future of  our youth from 
the adverse impact of  nar-
cotics,” said the DM.

During the meeting, the 
Principal of  Government 

Medical College (GMC) 
Baramulla, Majid Jahan-
gir briefed the DM on the 
achievements of  the Nasha 
Mukt Bharat (Drug-Free 
India) initiative. In the first 
batch, 25 individuals were 
trained as master trainers, 
who are now responsible 
for training others, signifi-
cantly expanding the reach 
of  the drug awareness and 
de-addiction campaign.

In addition to anti-drug 
efforts, the DM addressed 
initiatives for youth engage-
ment. He directed the Chief  
Education Officer (CEO) 
and Youth Services Depart-
ment to organize an annual 
sports schedule for the 
youth in the district.

The DM emphasized 
that these sports events 
would focus on promot-
ing physical fitness, team-
work, and providing posi-
tive alternatives for young 
people. The annual sports 
schedule will offer a vari-
ety of  competitions and 
activities, ensuring year-
round engagement and 
opportunities for youth to 
develop their skills.

The DM also tasked the 
Principal of  Degree College 
Baramulla with organiz-
ing an inter-district college 
quiz competition to foster 
academic competition and 
intellectual engagement 
among students across 
Baramulla and neighboring 
districts. “Academic activi-
ties like this quiz competi-
tion are essential in devel-
oping critical thinking and 
academic excellence,” said 
the DM. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Government 
Medical College (GMC) 
Srinagar has introduced a 
QR-based feedback system 
across all its associated 
hospitals, including eight 
tertiary care hospitals and 
the Hazratbal Block.

This innovative system 
allows patients and their 
attendants to scan QR 
codes displayed at promi-
nent hospital locations, 
redirecting them to a digi-
tal feedback form. The 
form enables users to share 
their experiences, rate ser-
vices, and provide sugges-
tions.

The QR-based feedback 

system is designed to be 
user-friendly, allowing 
patients and attendants 
to provide feedback easily. 
The feedback is instantly 
recorded and accessible 
to the administration 
for analysis and prompt 
action.

The QR-based feedback 

system aims to enhance 
patient experience, pro-
mote transparency, and 
drive operational efficien-
cy. By leveraging feedback, 
the administration can 
identify areas for improve-
ment and take prompt 
action to address concerns.

This initiative demon-

strates GMC Srinagar's 
commitment to integrating 
technology into healthcare 
for efficient service deliv-
ery and patient satisfac-
tion. By involving patients 
and their families, the 
administration aims to set 
a benchmark for quality 
healthcare services in the 
region.

The launch event was 
attended by Principal and 
Dean of  GMC Srinagar, 
Prof. Dr. Iffat Hassan, 
Administrator Mohammad 
Ashraf  Hakak, Medical 
Superintendents, Deputy 
Medical Superintendents, 
BMO Hazratbal, Casualty 
Medical Officers and Nodal 
officers.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Heavy Snowfall 
Prediction

T
here is a prediction for a strong west-
ern disturbance to hit northern India 
for the next 72 hours. Monday and 
Tuesday are expected to get a higher 
precipitation. For Kashmir valley, 

especially the central and northern districts, a 
moderate to heavy snowfall is expected during 
these 72 hours. This would be the second major 
spell of snowfall for this season. While the Met 
department had somewhat failed to predict 
the first spell of snowfall this time round, advi-
sories have been sent to district administra-
tion well in advance. For Srinagar the alert is 
yellow level, however, given the promptness 
with which district administration has geared 
up to meet this forecast one would assume that 
this yellow level is bordering on orange level. 
The district administration in Bandipora, Kup-
wara and Baramulla have advised people to 
take precaution while making movement to 
offices and other places. Srinagar administra-
tion has held a series of high-level meetings as 
did administration in Budgam, Pulwama, Shop-
ian, Kulgam and Anantnag districts. We hope 
that the district administration in these various 
districts is ready to tackle any emergencies in 
the aftermath of this snowfall. 
Having had our brushes with official misad-
ministration we are looking into these adviso-
ries, meetings and press notes with a guarded 
optimism that this ready-for-any-eventuality 
attitude will translate on the street as well. The 
ground situation looked miserable in the imme-
diate aftermath of the first snowfall. The local 
MLAs  in different areas of Srinagar, Budgam 
and Pulwama were seen making calls to district 
administrations about snow not being cleared 
even after two days, or the electricity not being 
restored. Some of the politicians took to social 
media handles to exhibit their disappointment 
at the lukewarm response they got from the 
administration. 
We hope that whatever the administration said in 
those press notes, advisories, notes of meetings 
would actually be translated into actual action. 
We hope the snow clearing machines will be 
ubiquitous on our streets, district roads and lanes. 
We hope no area has to endure powerless nights 
in sub-zero temperatures. And water supply is 
maintained unhalted in all areas. These are the 
metrics on which the preparedness of the gov-
ernment would be gauged and assessed and not 
the linguistics parameters of the advisories and 
official hand-outs. 

The Healthcare Accountability Crisis: 
Why Hospital Visits Are Becoming Scary

DR. FIAZ MAQBOOL FAZILI

H
ealthcare is a cornerstone 
of  any society, meant to 
provide relief, hope, and 
healing. However, recent 
incidents in the healthcare 

sector have left people wary of  seek-
ing medical assistance. Viral videos 
showing distressed patients and fami-
lies accusing hospitals of  malpractice 
and negligence have sparked wide-
spread concern. Allegations, such as 
patients being taken to the operation 
theatre while the treating surgeon is 
out of  state, have raised serious ques-
tions about the integrity of  healthcare 
systems. In a corporate hospital despite 
paying hefty sums a patient walks into 
the operation theatre without support 
and comes out with paralysed limbs. 
Coupled with the lack of  transparency 
in inquiry reports following suspicious 
deaths, or morbidity (adverse events) 
this crisis underscores a glaring fail-
ure in supervisory accountability.  This 
reminder delves into the reasons behind 
this alarming trend, the implications for 
patient safety, and the urgent need for 
supervisory authorities to restore trust 
and safety in healthcare. 

Alarming Incidents and Erosion of  
Trust- The recent accusations against 
hospitals highlight a troubling lack 
of  accountability. Viral videos show 
aggrieved families accusing medical 
institutions of  gross misconduct, such 
as unauthorized surgeries or negligence 
leading to deaths. These incidents have 
gone viral on social media, amplifying 
public outrage. 

One particularly concerning claim 
involves hospitals performing surgeries 
when the assigned surgeon is unavail-
able. Such acts not only breach profes-
sional ethics but also jeopardize patient 
safety. When deaths occur under suspi-
cious circumstances, inquiry reports 
often fail to provide clarity. These 
reports are seldom shared with the 
public, leaving lingering doubts about 
whether malpractice occurred, or sys-
temic failures were to blame. 

The lack of  transparency in handling 
such cases has led to widespread dis-
trust. Patients and their families now 
question whether hospitals prioritize 
profits over care, and whether there is 
adequate oversight to prevent malprac-
tices.

The Lack of  Supervisory Oversight- 
A significant factor contributing to 
this crisis is the absence of  stringent 
supervision by regulatory authorities. 
Hospitals are often left to self-regulate, 
creating opportunities for lapses in 
ethics and safety protocols. Supervisory 
bodies rarely conduct regular audits or 
enforce adherence to standards, allow-
ing negligence to go unchecked.  Super-
visory failures become evident when: 

1. Deaths occur without account-
ability:  Inquiries into deaths are often 
superficial, and findings are not shared 
publicly. 

2. Healthcare providers escape scru-

tiny:  Even when allegations of  malprac-
tice arise, legal loopholes and lack of  
oversight enable perpetrators to evade 
justice. 

3. No uniform standards:  Many hos-
pitals operate without adhering to stan-
dardized operating procedures (SOPs), 
leading to inconsistent care. 

Without robust oversight mecha-
nisms, healthcare institutions may 
prioritize financial gains over ethical 
responsibilities, leaving patients vul-
nerable to harm.

Systemic Failures in Healthcare - 
Beyond individual cases of  negligence 
or malpractice , the crisis highlights 
systemic flaws in healthcare. These 
include: 

1. Staffing Issues:  Many hospitals 
suffer from inadequate staffing, rely-
ing on overburdened junior doctors or 
unsupervised medical personnel. 

2. Profit-driven motives: The corpora-
tization of  healthcare has led to priori-
tizing revenue over patient well-being. 
This includes unnecessary procedures, 
inflated bills, and aggressive cost-cut-
ting measures. 

3. Poor risk communication: Patients 
are often not informed about the risks 
of  procedures or alternative treatment 
options, resulting in uninformed con-
sent. 

4. Inadequate grievance mechanisms: 
Patients and families have limited ave-
nues to voice concerns or seek redress, 
leaving them feeling powerless against 
large institutions. 

These systemic issues create an envi-
ronment where errors, negligence, and 
unethical practices thrive.

Impact on Patients and Families-The 
fallout from these issues is devastating. 
For patients, the hospital—once seen 
as a sanctuary of  healing—has become 
a source of  anxiety and fear. Families, 
meanwhile, are left grappling with the 
emotional and financial toll of  medical 
errors and malpractices. 

1. Fear of  Hospitals:  Incidents of  
negligence and malpractice create a 
psychological barrier, deterring people 
from seeking timely medical attention. 

2. *Financial Ruin: * Many families 

incur significant debt to cover medical 
expenses, only to experience inadequate 
or harmful care. 

3. Erosion of  Trust:  When hospitals 
fail to deliver ethical care, they lose 
public confidence, undermining the 
entire healthcare system. 

These impacts underscore the urgent 
need for reforms to restore faith in 
healthcare.

The Role of  Supervisory Authorities
The only thing necessary for the tri-

umph of  evil is for good men to do noth-
ing.” It's a quote routinely attributed to 
Edmund Burke that may be relevant 
to supervisory authorities, Director-
ate Health or Jk Medical council play 
a pivotal role in ensuring the safety, 
transparency, and accountability of  
healthcare institutions. Their failure to 
act decisively in the face of  malpractice 
allegations has exacerbated the current 
crisis. Authorities must: 

1. Strengthen Oversight: Regular 
inspections and audits of  healthcare 
facilities should be mandatory, focus-
ing on adherence to SOPs and ethical 
standards. 

2. Enforce Transparency:  Inquiry 
reports into deaths or allegations of  
malpractice must be made public to 
maintain accountability and trust. 

3. Implement Standardized Protocols:  
All hospitals should follow uniform 
guidelines for patient care, informed 
consent, and risk communication. 

4. Introduce Penalties:  Institutions 
found guilty of  negligence must face 
stringent penalties, including revoca-
tion of  licenses or financial sanctions. 

Effective supervision can act as a 
deterrent against unethical practices 
and foster a culture of  safety and 
accountability.

Recommendations for Making 
Healthcare Safer  -To address the cur-
rent crisis, systemic reforms are neces-
sary. These include: 

1. Independent Inquiry Commissions:  
Allegations of  negligence should be 
investigated by impartial experts, with 
findings shared transparently and 
sharing of  reports with the public to 
increase trust that there is zero toler-

ance for negligence.
2. Patient-Centric Care Models:  Hos-

pitals should prioritize patient safety and 
well-being over profit motives, ensuring 
ethical and compassionate care. 

3. Continuous Training:  Medical 
staff  should undergo regular training 
on safety protocols, risk management, 
and patient communication. 

4. Improved Grievance Redressal: 
Establishing robust mechanisms for 
patients and families to report concerns 
can enhance trust and accountability. 

5. Public Awareness Campaigns: Edu-
cating the public about their rights as 
patients can empower them to demand 
better care and accountability. 

Conclusion: A Call to Action  -The 
healthcare accountability crisis is a 
wake-up call for supervisory authorities 
and healthcare institutions. Patients 
deserve safe, ethical, and transparent 
care, free from the fear of  negligence 
or malpractice. Restoring trust in the 
healthcare system requires a collective 
effort, involving stricter oversight, sys-
temic reforms, and a renewed commit-
ment to patient-centric care. 

Supervisory authorities must rise to 
the occasion, ensuring that hospitals 
are held accountable for their actions 
and that inquiry findings are shared 
with the public. By fostering a culture 
of  safety and transparency, they can 
rebuild public confidence and make 
healthcare a source of  hope rather than 
fear. 

The time to act is now, for the safety 
and dignity of  patients, families, and the 
healthcare system as a whole.

. (Dr. Fiaz Maqbool Fazili is a distin-
guished clinical auditor and an expert 

in healthcare data analysis, with a pro-
lific career spanning over two decades. 
He has served as the Director of  Docu-
mentation and Research, contributing 

extensively to the development of  evi-
dence-based practices in healthcare. His 

insightful analyses and contributions 
to healthcare policy and practice make 
him a respected voice in the field can be 

reached at drfiazfazili@gmail.com.)

Modern Slavery Is Endemic In Global Supply Chains. 

Companies Should Be Praised – Not Shamed – For Detecting It
BY MAHMOUD GAD AND 

STEVEN YOUNG

I
t’s an uncomfortable 
reality, but modern slav-
ery is endemic in global 
supply chains.

Statistics on the scale 
of  this issue are becoming as 
well-known as they are shock-
ing. Estimates put the number 
of  modern slavery victims 
at almost 50 million globally 
– including those in forced 
labour or living in forced mar-
riages. Of  these, 17.3 million are 
being forced to work by private 
businesses, with nearly 4 mil-
lion in forced labour imposed 
by state authorities. More than 
3.3 million of  those in forced 
labour are children.

The extent of  the problem, 
coupled with the complex-
ity of  global supply chains, 
means that businesses (and 
consumers) in all sectors 
face a real risk of  supporting 
modern slavery, knowingly or 
unknowingly.

And yet the proportion 
of  large firms detecting and 
reporting modern slavery 
activity in their supply chains 
is low. For example, in its 
recent analysis of  a sample of  
large firms with UK operations, 
investment company CCLA 

found that only 30 companies 
admitted to detecting modern 
slavery practices (or indica-
tions that it is present) in their 
supply chains.

Conversely, “nothing to 
see here” disclosures should 
attract the scepticism and 
scrutiny they deserve. This 
is particularly true when the 
reporting organisation’s sup-
pliers operate in high-risk sec-

tors (for example, agriculture 
or construction) and high-risk 
regions. Companies claiming 
a clean bill of  health should be 
able to show evidence of  rigor-
ous due-diligence processes.

Companies also need practi-
cal tools to improve their detec-
tion and reporting practices. To 
support this shift in expecta-
tions, new technologies offer 
promising solutions.

Our research using large 
language models (LLMs) dem-
onstrates how artificial intel-
ligence can help transform 
modern slavery reporting from 
a box-ticking exercise into a 
meaningful assessment tool.

These models can analyse 
company statements with 
accuracy that resembles 
human expert evaluation. But 
crucially, instead of  simply 

naming and shaming poor 
reporters, our tool provides 
constructive feedback aligned 
with best practices. This com-
bination of  better incentives 
and better tools could finally 
make supply chain reporting 
work as intended.

The path forward requires 
a fundamental shift in how we 
judge corporate behaviour. 
Modern slavery is endemic, 
and detecting it should be 
the norm, not the exception. 
When a supermarket finds 
forced labour in its tomato 
supply chain, this should be 
seen as evidence of  robust 
due diligence, not corporate 
failure.

Companies operating in 
high-risk sectors must be 
required to demonstrate con-
crete detection efforts or pro-
vide detailed explanations for 
finding nothing.

Most importantly, inves-
tors, media and consumers 
need to reward rather than 

punish transparency. Without 
this shift in incentives, we per-
petuate a system where wilful 

blindness is the rational choice 
for businesses – and millions 
of  victims remain hidden in 

plain sight. 
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Move Over Side Hustles, 2025 
Is About The Joy Of Hobbies

BY THE TEAM OF AMALIAH

A 
new year always feels like 
a fresh start and a time to 
try something new. The 
one thing we are sure of  is 
that we are done with side 

hustles and ready to pursue hobbies 
for the love of  it! From gardening to 
crocheting, jewellery making to boul-
dering, we asked the Amaliah team 
what hobbies they’re taking into the 
new year for maximum rest, joy, and 
creativity. Whether you are a serial 
hobbyist or a complete novice, this list 
of  activities is sure to help you swap 
productivity for pure pleasure.

1. Bouldering 
Contrary to popular belief, you 

don’t have to be a tech bro to join boul-
dering. Bouldering involves climbing 
short, yet challenging rock walls with-
out ropes. For the girls who want to 
progress their press-ups to pull-ups, 
it can be a great way to actively build 
on this as it is an excellent full-body 
workout, targeting muscles you might 
not use in everyday life. It also offers 
a great way to connect with a commu-
nity of  like-minded people like Climb-
Muz, a group on a mission to create a 
safe and welcoming place for Muslim 
women and minorities to climb and 
encourage them to try a new sport.

If  you’re new to climbing, start-
ing at a local climbing gym, like the 
London Climbing Centres (LCC), is a 
great way to get involved, especially 
as many places offer beginner classes 
and rental equipment, as well as flex-
ible membership and pay-as-you-go 
plans to suit your schedule.

2. Junk Journaling
This one is for all the hoarders in 

disguise! As the name implies, a junk 
journal is simply a book filled with 
material that is usually thrown away 
but can serve as a reminder of  a spe-
cial day in your life such as old movie 
tickets, dinner recipes, old postcards, 
magazine clippings, train ticket stubs, 
fabric scraps like lace and ribbons, 
stamps and more. You can start junk 
journaling with basic supplies: an old 
notebook, glue, scissors, and scrap 
materials. 

The best part? There are no rules. 
Just go with the flow and treat it like a 
creative thought dump, where instead 
of  words, you’re spilling out all the 
quirky bits and bobs you’ve collected. 
Junk journaling can be a really nice 
way to reflect and preserve memories 
of  a special month that may quickly 
pass by or even a whole year. 

3. Pilates or Barre
On days when you are not in the 

mood for high-intensity workouts, 
Pilates and barre are great alterna-
tives. These low-impact exercises are 
gentle on the body, while still provid-
ing a great workout to improve muscle 
tone and flexibility. 

There is a reason all the girls are 
talking about it, for the benefits on 
your core, and pelvic floor and it can 
also help reduce back pain, increase 
strength, and stability and improve 
mental clarity. If  you’re looking to get 
fit but are not fond of  high-intensity 
workouts, then these are for you. 

4. Film Photography
You’ve probably noticed that nostalgia 

and capturing moments with intention 
are major trends. There’s something 
genuinely satisfying about film photog-
raphy that digital images just can’t quite 
match. This one is for the girlies that 
love to romanticise the small moments 
of their day, capturing the little fleeting 
moments on film can also mean that you 
engage more in the art of noticing the 
things that can pass us by.

Film photography is all about slow-
ing down and being present in the 
moment. You’ve got to take a minute 
to really think about your shot—
paying attention to the light, the vibe, 
and what’s around you. It’s a little 
reminder to notice the world around 
you instead of  just rushing through 
it. To get started, you’ll need a film 
camera, rolls of  film, and a place to 
develop your photos. Alternatively, 
you could also try a disposable camera 
to get started with to see if  it is for you.

5. Editing and Making Video 
Montages

If  your goal for 2025 is to live more 
meaningfully, why not try and cap-
ture moments that matter on video to 
relive and reshare later? Try creating 
fun video montages using clips from 
your phone or camera and then edit 
your footage, add music, and create a 
cinematic story of  your life or special 
events.

Or why not capture “a day in the 
life” and wow your friends on girls’ 

night with a behind-the-scenes look at 
what you do for a living? You can use 
free or low-cost editing software like 
iMovie (for Apple devices) or DaVinci 
Resolve (for both PC and Mac). If  you 
want to start from scratch, there are 
plenty of  YouTube tutorials that can 
teach you editing basics for free.

6. Hiking
Hiking is a great way to get active 

without all the commitment, not to 
mention perfect for girls who love 
the outdoors. It is also super budget-
friendly—day hikes are free, and all 
you need is a solid pair of  shoes, some 
snacks and water. 

Luckily, the UK is full of  scenic 
hiking trails ranging from beginner 
to expert levels and offers stunning 
views that are guaranteed to help you 
connect with nature and unwind by 
yourself  or with a like-minded com-
pany. From the Lake District to the 
Scottish Highlands, there are trails 
suited to every level. If  you’re all about 
vibing with organised hiking trips, 
check out Muslim Hikers for their 
upcoming hikes.

For a breakdown of  different hiking 
trails around London, be sure to read 
our article The Best Hiking Trails 
Near London.

7. Reading
It’s possible that you were a book-

worm as a child, but then life got in 
the way and you suddenly found your-
self  drowning in course books, while 
reading for pleasure became a distant 
dream. But it’s never too late to dive 
back into it. Reading is a classic hobby 
that lets you escape to different worlds 
and see things from fresh perspectives. 

Whether you pick up a good book 
or listen to an audiobook on your long 
commute home, reading offers a cost-
effective and easy way to relax and 
unwind. Bonus: it’s the perfect conver-
sation starter in those awkward social 
situations—or the ultimate excuse to 
dodge small talk!

Looking to connect with a literary 
community? Come along to our Ama-

liah Book Club for thoughtful discus-
sions and a vibrant space to share 
your love for books.

8. Kitten Yoga
If  you love cats and yoga, we’ve got 

the perfect activity for you! Practicing 
yoga alongside playful kittens will add 
a dose of  happiness to your routine 
while also increasing mindfulness. 

The one-hour sessions are typically 
filled with plenty of  play-time, cat cud-
dles and a qualified yoga session being 
led. It’s also a wonderful way to sup-
port animal charities, as many kitten 
yoga sessions partner with shelters to 
encourage adoptions.

9. Cycling
If  you’ve been looking for a way to 

stay fit and active but don’t want to 
join a gym, why not give cycling a go? 
It is a low-impact, full-body workout 
that gets you moving, and can be a 
fun way to explore your local area or 
travel further afield. 

An eco-friendly way to stay active, 
cycling is also a great social activity, 
with groups and clubs across the UK 
welcoming cyclists of  all levels. Look 
into local cycling clubs like Cycle Sis-
ters, which offer a network of  dedi-
cated cycle groups across London spe-
cifically for Muslim women.

10. Gardening
Have you ever found yourself  mes-

merised by countless ‘Grow Your 
Own Veg’ videos, dreaming about 
the joy of  harvesting your own fresh 
produce? Let this year be where you 
turn those dreams into reality by 
experimenting with gardening— 
the ultimate slow-living hobby that 
requires patience but offers incred-

ibly rewarding results as you watch 
something you’ve nurtured grow.

If  you don’t have a garden, try 
joining a local community garden. 
Grow Wild Kew offers a range of  free 
resources to start your own garden. 
You can also pop over to the Garden 
Museum and take advantage of  their 
free events and activities. If  you are 
limited by space, why not consider 

windowsill gardening?
11. Learning a New Language
Have you ever dreamed of  order-

ing tapas in Spanish or understanding 
Kdramas without subtitles? Learning a 
new language is more than just asking 
for directions on your holiday—it’s a 
doorway to new cultures and a chance 
to expand your worldview. 

While apps like Duolingo or Babbel 
offer free or affordable lessons to suit 
busy schedules, they may not provide 
the wholesome immersive experience 
that joining a local language exchange 
group can offer. These groups are a 
great way to enhance your learning 
while enjoying fun, interactive prac-
tice with peers. To deepen your learn-
ing and make it more interesting, you 
can also watch movies, listen to pod-
casts, or read books in your chosen 
language. 

12. Handcrafting
This is for the girlies who want 

to unplug and embrace slow living, 
whether it’s creating a bowl at the pot-
tery wheel, a knitted scarf, a painted 
candle, or a simple crochet coaster, 
handcrafting offers a satisfying escape 
from the digital world, helping you 
focus entirely on the moment. It also 
makes for thoughtful, one-of-a-kind 
gifts for loved ones.

For beginners, candle-making sets 
and easy crochet kits provide all you 
need to get started and are widely 
available online or in craft stores. If  
you’d like a more social experience, 
check out the multitude of  workshops 
offered by third spaces in your com-
munity for crafts like embroidery, 
pottery, and painting. Many studios 

also offer beginner-friendly pottery 
classes that include equipment rental. 
If  you’re keen to try it at home, pot-
tery and embroidery kits are available 
online starting from £20, making this a 
surprisingly accessible hobby. 

For an insight into the world of  art 
and creativity, check out our article 
Four Muslim Makers Share the Magic 
of  Their Art.

13. Colouring
Who says colouring is just for kids? 

Adult colouring books have gained 
popularity for a reason—they offer 
a simple, screen-free way to unwind 
and channel your creativity. Whether 
you’re sketching freehand or using 
the Cosy Girl colouring book, the 
rhythmic motion of  colouring offers a 
low-pressure, meditative hobby that’s 
perfect for slowing down after a busy 
day. All you need are some coloured 
pencils or markers and a quiet corner 
to turn a blank page into something 
vibrant and personal. Just put on 
some music, light a candle, make a 
cuppa and colour away.

14. Building Model Kits
Not for the faint-hearted, but defi-

nitely for the detail-loving, creative 
girlies! If  you’re into architecture, 
design, or just love solving puzzles, 
building model kits is the ultimate 
way to let those creative juices flow 
and flex that brain power. Whether 
it’s assembling Lego kits, building 
model Gundams, or designing char-
acters for a Dungeons & Dragons 
campaign, get ready to build and 
design your way through some seri-
ously satisfying projects.

15. Beekeeping
You might think you need a whole 

farm for this hobby, well think again! 
Urban beekeeping is buzzing, with 
rooftop hives popping up all over the 
city. It’s not just about the honey—
although that’s a major perk— but 
it’s also a chance to help local wildlife 
thrive and connect with nature in a 
way you’d never expect. 

If  you’re new to this hobby, organ-
isations like the British Beekeepers 
Association offer courses and resourc-
es to get started. Just a heads up, bee-
keeping does take some dedication 
and a little upfront investment in gear, 
but the reward is sweet—just like the 
honey you’ll harvest!

16. Open-Water Swimming 
If  your algorithm has been serv-

ing up intense workout videos and 
levelling up your stamina is your 
ultimate health goal this year, open-
water swimming may become your 
new obsession. 

Whether you’re diving into Hamp-
stead Heath pools, training for a tri-
athlon, or splashing around at a local 
lido, this hobby is all about challeng-
ing yourself  and pushing your limits. 
It’s not just a workout; it’s a whole 
vibe—a refreshing reset for both the 
body and the mind. Once you swim 
in open waters, you’ll find yourself  
conquering that negative self-talk and 
overcoming those mental barriers.

Will 2025 be the year you step out 
of  your comfort zone? You could 
try something just once and move 
on or surprisingly discover a pas-
sion that you had never thought of  
before. Whatever you do, we hope you 
embrace hobbies for the joy of  it and 
add a little creativity and fun into your 
life this year.

(This article was first published in 
Amaliah.com) 
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4 Soldiers Killed In
and fell into a gorge due to adverse 

weather conditions and poor visibility. 
Injured soldiers were promptly evacuat-
ed for medical care with assistance from 
Kashmiri locals, for which we express our 
gratitude. Tragically, three bravehearts 
lost their lives in the unfortunate acci-
dent. The Indian Army extends heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved families,” the 
statement read.

The bodies of  the deceased soldiers 
were handed over to their respective units 
after completing the necessary legal for-
malities, a police officer said, adding that 
an investigation is underway to ascertain 
the exact cause of  the tragic accident.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha 
expressed deep grief  over the loss of  lives 
and extended condolences to the bereaved 
families. “Deeply grieved by the loss of  
lives of  Indian Army personnel due to a 
tragic road accident in Bandipora. The 
nation is deeply grateful for their ser-
vice and commitment. My condolences to 
the bereaved families and prayers for the 
speedy recovery of  the injured,” he said 
in his condolence message.

Chief  Minister Omar Abdullah 
expressed profound sorrow. “Deeply 
pained to hear about the terrible tragedy 
in Bandipora. We salute the selfless ser-
vice of  the soldiers. My heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved families, and I pray 
for the swift recovery of  the injured,” he 
said.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge 
mourned the loss of  lives and urged 
authorities to take measures to prevent 
such incidents. “Deeply saddened by the 
tragic accident in Bandipora, where sol-
diers have lost their lives. We salute their 
selfless service. Authorities must take 
adequate safety measures to prevent such 
incidents in the future,” he said in a post 
on 'X.'

Congress General Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra also expressed her con-
dolences. “The news of  the martyrdom 
of  our soldiers in Bandipora is deeply 
saddening. My heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families, and I pray for the 
speedy recovery of  the injured soldiers,” 
she said.

Her brother Rahul Gandhi also 
expressed grief  over the tragic accident.

Rahul taking to his X handle wrote, 
“The news of  martyrdom of  our soldiers 
due to the accident of  Army van in Ban-
dipora in Jammu and Kashmir is very 
sad. I pay tribute to the martyred soldiers 
and hope for the speedy recovery of  the 
injured. I have deep condolences for the 
bereaved family.”

MLA Bandipora Nizamuddin Bhat 
expressed grief  and extended his sym-
pathies to the families of  the deceased 
soldiers. “Deeply saddened by the loss of  
lives of  brave Army soldiers in this tragic 
accident. My prayers are with the griev-
ing families, and I hope for the speedy 
recovery of  the injured soldiers,” he said.

This tragedy comes just a week after 
a similar incident in Poonch, where five 
soldiers lost their lives in a road acci-
dent—(KNO)

Kashmir On Alert
celsius, Gulmarg minus 2.2 degrees cel-

sius and Pahalgam minus 2.6 today.
Jammu city had 8.7 degrees celsius, 

Katra town 11.2, Batote 6.5, Banihal 3 
and Bhaderwah 3 as the night's lowest 
temperature.

The 40-day-long period of  intense winter 
cold called the 'Chillai Kalan' started on 
December 21 and will end on January 30.

All water bodies including lakes, 
streams, springs and wells are partial-
ly frozen these days and locals wear 
the loose tweed overgarment called the 
'Pheran' to protect themselves from the 
bone chilling cold.

An earthen firepot woven in a willow 
wicker basket called the 'Kangri' is kept 
under the Pheran for instant warmth. 
The Pheran and the Kangri remain the 
Kashmiri's best answer to modern cen-
tral heating systems that run on electric 
power, which is in short supply in J&K.

KU Postpones Exams
postponed.
Notice further reads that, fresh date for 

the conduct of  postponed papers shall be 

notified separately.

PDD Issues Circular
Kashmir Power Distribution Corpora-

tion Limited, in a circular issued states 
that the Chief  Engineer stressed the need 
for proactive measures to ensure a con-
tinuous power supply and the quick res-
toration of  electricity during potential 
outages.

 “Subordinate offices have been direct-
ed to deploy sufficient field staff  in areas 
that were severely impacted by last 
year’s snowfall. The department has also 
stressed the importance of  adhering to 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
during the restoration process,” the cir-
cular reads.

In addition, all offices must maintain 
continuous communication with the 
Nodal Officer, providing hourly updates 
on the status of  power feeders to ensure 
efficient coordination and response to 
any disruptions—(KNO)

PDD Lineman
apparently after a scuffle over a park-

ing slot. The pistol used in the attack has 
also been recovered.

Police said Sharma was parking his 
vehicle on a street outside the PDD line-
man's room, which was objected to lead-
ing to an altercation.

"During the arguments, a scuffle broke 
out between the two. Singh took out his 
licenced pistol and fired two rounds at 
Kanav Sharma," the police said.

After the incident, Singh ran away from 
the crime scene.

Sharma was immediately shifted to 
Sarwal Hospital where he was provided 
first aid and later to Government Medi-
cal College (GMC) for further treatment.

After getting information, Jammu 
Police swung into action and immediately 
called Forensic Science Laboratory teams 
to the crime scene," the police said.

Jammu Police, using technical as well 
as human intelligence, nabbed Singh and 
seized the weapon used in the commission 
of  crime. Singh is a government employee 
posted at Parade, Jammu and was per-
forming his duties at New Plot.

Bakshi Nagar Police Station has regis-
tered case FIR No. 01/2025 under section 
109 of  BNS and an investigation is going 
on.

Kanav Sharma is an advocate and son 
of  senior BJP leader Chander Mohan 
Sharma.

MLAs, Delegations
Arvind Gupta.
Also, a delegation of  new appointees 

under PM Package, led by Sanjay Koul, 
President, All Minority Employees Asso-
ciation of  Kashmir called on the Lieuten-
ant Governor, an official spokesperson 
said.

Subsequently, he said, a delegation of  
PoJK Displaced Persons from Rajouri led 
by Rajiv Chunni, Chairman SOS Inter-
national, and representatives of  Mata 
Bhaderkali Asthapan Trust also met LG 
Sinha.

Private Schools
government has constituted a district 

and zonal level committee. “They have 
been asked to monitor the violation so 
that appropriate action is taken against 
those private schools.”

In the meantime, sources informed a 
local news agency KNO that the govern-
ment is mulling to cancel the recogni-
tion of  those private schools immediately 
after the complaint if  found guilty.

“If  any private school is found guilty 
in sale and pursue of  non-recommended 
textbooks it will face the de-recognition 
very next day,” sources said.

Pertinently, Netizens took to differ-
ent social media platforms to raise their 
concern regarding sale and purchase of  
non-recommended textbooks within the 
educational institutions.

The Netizens have also expressed their 
concerns regarding the soaring prices of  
the unnecessary textbooks.

Karan Singh Seeks
hai Hindustan ke (We are the crown of  

India),” he said.
Asked about statehood restoration, the 

former Union minister said, “Definitely. 
Full statehood.”

He also advocated for domiciliary laws 
similar to those in Himachal Pradesh, 
which restrict land ownership to locals.

“These are the domiciliary laws that we 
want,” he said.

However, Singh feels not everything 
about the abrogation of  Article 370 is 
negative.

He said the abrogation scrapped a law 
that took away the property rights of  
women from the state who married out-
siders and also enabled many people who 
migrated from Pakistan to exercise their 
franchise.

“So I took a very nuanced view. Some 
things are positive in it,” he said.

Decades ago, Singh had proposed tri-
furcation of  the erstwhile state of  Jammu 
and Kashmir. He proposed that Jammu 
should be merged with Himachal Pradesh, 
Ladakh should be made a union territory 
and Kashmir should remain a state.

“Everyone jumped at me and the pro-
posal was rejected. Today things are dif-
ferent. Jammu has its own personality 
now,” he said.

Asked if  he had any such radical pro-
posal now, he said, “I think that now the 
only radical suggestion is the reinstate-
ment of  statehood plus domiciliary laws 
to safeguard the people of  the state and 
a genuine attempt to strike a fair balance 
between Jammu and Kashmir regions.”

The only way to do this is to have a 
peaceful relationship between the Centre 
and the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment, he underlined.

On August 5, 2019, the Centre revoked 
Article 370 of  the Constitution, stripping 
Jammu and Kashmir of  its special status 
and dividing it into two union territories 
— J&K and Ladakh. While the former 
has a legislative assembly with limited 
authority, Ladakh operates without one.

In December 2023, the apex court 
upheld the Centre’s decision but reiter-
ated the need for the swift restoration of  
statehood.

During the interview, Singh also reflect-
ed on his relationship with the Abdullah 
family, particularly with Sheikh Moham-
med Abdullah, the first chief  minister of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

He described Sheikh Abdullah as a 
“remarkable” Kashmiri leader who sig-
nificantly influenced the region’s politi-
cal landscape, but acknowledged the com-
plexities of  their interactions given the 
historical tension between the monarchy 
and the emerging democratic forces.

Recalling the time when Jammu and 
Kashmir’s first assembly was constitut-
ed, Singh said his father Maharaja Hari 
Singh and many of  his loyalists thought 
that he should not take up the role of  
‘Sadr-i-Riyasat’ because Sheikh Abdullah 
had insulted the Dogras and the Maha-
raja.

“So that was where the tension in a way 
began. I suppose it was an inevitable fall-
out of  politics. You see, I realised that the 
monarchy had lost its importance. That 
the future lay in democracy. I wanted to 
be part of  that democracy,” he said.

Singh credited National Conference 
(NC) president Farooq Abdullah for 
bringing him back into politics after a 
12-year hiatus.

“After the four elections that I won 
from Udhampur, I changed my constitu-
ency, went to Jammu and lost. After that 
I really gave up politics. I was out of  poli-
tics for 12 years… he got me back into 
politics,” he said.

He also recalled the NC’s support in his 
election to the Rajya Sabha.

Singh described Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah, the third generation of  the 
Abdullah family to occupy the office, as a 
“balanced individual” with the potential 
for a successful political future.

“I think he’ll go far. I hope he will 
because, you know, he has got a second 
chance now,” the former minister said.

9-Member MLAs
PDP and PC is part of  the panel.
The panel comprises Mubarak Gul, 

Muhammad Yousuf  Tarigami, Saifullah  
Nizam-ud-din Bhat, Pawan Kumar Gupta, 
Hasnain Masoodi,Ranbir Singh pathania, 
and Muzaffar Iqbal Khan.

The panel held its first meeting on Jan-
uary 3, but its four members were absent 
due to their different engagements—
(KNO)

Kulgam Youth Dies
critical condition and is undergoing 

intensive care at the hospital.
This is the second such incident report-

ed in Kulgam district within a week. Ear-
lier, a two-year-old girl lost her life, and 
three family members were hospitalized 
at District Hospital Kulgam due to suffo-
cation. In another incident, three people 
died in Bhaderwah under similar circum-
stances.

In light of  the rising cases of  asphyxi-
ation, the Critical Care Department at 
Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of  Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS), Soura, issued a public 
advisory, warning about the dangers of  
carbon monoxide poisoning. “Carbon 
monoxide is a colourless, odourless, and 
tasteless gas that can be deadly if  inhaled 
in large amounts,” the advisory stated.

The hospital's Critical Care Depart-
ment has issued safety tips like installing 
carbon monoxide detectors, especially 
near sleeping areas, avoiding using char-
coal heaters, gas geysers, or generators 
indoors, ensuring proper ventilation in 
spaces with fuel-burning appliances, 
regularly maintaining chimneys, vents 
and heating systems, and never leaving 
vehicles running in enclosed spaces like 
garages.

In case of  carbon monoxide poisoning, 
the persons are advised to evacuate to 
fresh air immediately, seek emergency 
medical help and not re-enter the affected 
area until it is declared safe by profes-
sionals—(KNO)

Winter Woes For
tendency to seek alternative water 

sources outside protected wetlands 
during freezing conditions.

"Our anti-poaching teams are conduct-
ing regular patrolling in wetlands, and 
we are also creating public awareness 
about the legal implications of  hunting 
migratory birds," the official stated. "In 
many cases, offenders claim ignorance 
of  the law, which highlights the need for 
more outreach."

The official added that they were inten-
sifying awareness campaigns to sensitize 
the public about the importance of  pro-
tecting these migratory birds. He said 
the programs are being planned to edu-
cate people, stressing the ecological and 
cultural significance of  these avian visi-
tors—(KNO)

Sick Of Winter Myths? Here's Your Dos & Don'ts Guide
W

inter health 
often comes 
with myths. 
One common 
myth is that 

cold weather causes colds 
or the flu. However, in real-
ity, these illnesses are caused 
by viruses, not the cold itself. 
Although, colder temperatures 
can weaken the immune system 
and increase susceptibility. 
Another myth is that you don't 
need sunscreen in winter but 
UV rays are still harmful even 
on cloudy cold days. Many also 
believe that heavier meals are 
necessary to “keep us warm," 
but overindulgence can lead to 
weight gain. Myths like avoid-
ing exercise outdoors in winter 
can also hinder fitness as dress-
ing appropriately allows you for 
safe and enjoyable workouts 

even in the cold. Keep reading 
as we list some dos and don'ts 
to keep in mind to stay healthy 
during winter.

5 Dos to stay fit during winter
Exercise boosts circulation, 

strengthens immunity and 
improves mood during darker 
winter months. Layer up to 
ensure you stay warm during 
outdoor activities or opt for 
indoor workouts to maintain 
your fitness routine.

Winter vegetables like spin-
ach, carrots, and sweet pota-
toes are nutrient-dense and 
help support overall health. 
These are rich in vitamins and 
antioxidants that strengthen 
immunity.

Cold weather reduces thirst 
signals, but staying hydrated is 
essential for digestion, energy 
and skin health. Warm herbal teas or soups can help you stay hydrated more easily during winter.

Winter air dries out the skin, 
so use a good moisturiser. Sun-
screen is equally vital to protect 
against UV damage, especially 
if  you're in snowy or high-alti-
tude areas where UV reflection 
is stronger.

Shorter daylight hours can 
disrupt sleep cycles. Aim for 7–8 
hours of  quality sleep to keep 
your immune system strong 
and maintain energy levels.

5 Don'ts to stay fit during 
winter

Cold muscles are more prone 
to injury, so skipping warm-ups 
before exercise can be risky. 
Stretching and light cardio 
prepare your body for physical 
activity.

While hearty meals are 
tempting, overindulging in rich, 
calorie-dense foods can lead to 
weight gain. Balance comfort 

foods with nutrient-rich, lower-
calorie options.

The reduced sense of  thirst 
in winter can lead to dehy-
dration, which affects energy 
levels and skin health. Make a 
conscious effort to drink fluids 
regularly.

Reduced sun exposure 
during winter can lead to vita-
min D deficiency. Include vita-
min D-rich foods like fatty fish, 
fortified milk, or supplements 
to maintain bone and immune 
health.

Overusing heaters can dry 
out indoor air, leading to respi-
ratory issues and skin dryness. 
Use humidifiers to maintain 
optimal indoor humidity levels.

By following these dos and 
don'ts, you can stay fit, healthy, 
and energised throughout 
winter.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

     ANANTNAG MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
        Email: eomcanantnag@gmail.com | Court Road Town Hall Anantnag J&K 192101 | Phone: 01932223335

Order No: MC/ANG/293  of 2024
Dated: 26/12/2024

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
Subject:  inviting Startups, Youth, and Interested Persons for Door-to-Door Waste Collection and 

Waste Processing in Anantnag Town.
The Municipal Council Anantnag is pleased to announce an opportunity for startups, youth, and interested 
individuals to actively contribute to the cleanliness and sustainability of Anantnag town by participating 
in door-to-door waste collection and waste processing initiatives. This initiative aims to improve waste 
management practices, promote environmental awareness, and foster community involvement.
OBJECTIVE:
To engage enthusiastic and innovative startups, youth, and committed individuals in ensuring effective waste 
collection and processing in Anantnag town, thereby enhancing cleanliness and contributing to a healthier 
environment.
SCOPE OF WORK:
1. Door-to-door collection of segregated waste (biodegradable and non biodegradable).
2.	 Safe	and	efficient	transportation	of	collected	waste	to	designated	processing	centers.
3. Active participation in waste processing activities, including composting, recycling, and other 

sustainable practices.
4. Creating awareness among households about waste segregation and eco-friendly practices.
5. Objective:
6. To engage enthusiastic and innovative startups, youth, and committed individuals in ensuring effective 

waste collection and processing in Anantnag town, thereby enhancing cleanliness and contributing to 
a healthier environment.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:
● Applicants must be residents of Anantnag town or nearby areas.
● Preference will be given to startups, youth, and community-based organizations.
● Individuals or entities with prior experience in waste management or community engagement will 

have an advantage.
● Commitment to work ethically and responsibly in adhcrencc to municipal guidelines.
BENEFITS:
► Opportunity to contribute to the betterment of Anantnag town.
► Training and support provided by the Municipal Council.
► Potential for monetary incentives and recognition for exceptional performance
► Development of skills in waste management, entrepreneurship, and community outreach
HOW TO APPLY:
Interested individuals or startups are requested to submit their Expression of Interest (EOI) along with the 
following details:
► Name, address, and contact information
►	 Brief	profile,	including	relevant	experience	or	motivation	to	participate.
► Details of the startup (if applicable), including innovative approaches or solutions for waste 

management.
► Any supporting documents or references (if available).
SUBMISSION DETAILS:
► Deadline for Submission: 28th of January 2025
► Mode of Submission: In person
►	 Contact	Office:	Municipal	Council	Anantnag.	
► Contact Email: eomcanantnag@gmail.com
► Contact Phone Number: 01932-22335.
The Municipal Council Anantnag encourages active participation from startups, youth, and all sections of 
society to make this initiative a success. Together,  let us work towards a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable 
Anantnag town.
No:	MC/ANG/	13053-55/2024		 Chief	Executive	Officer,	
Dated: 26/12/2024.  Municipal Council Anantnag. 

DIPK-NB-3089-24
DT: 04/01/2025

Transforming villages into vibrant 
centres of growth is priority: PM 
Modi at Grameen Bharat Mahotsav

IANS

NEW DELHI : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the Grameen 
Bharat Mahotsav 2025 at 
the city's Bharat Manda-
pam on Saturday, high-
lighting the need for trans-
forming the villages into 
vibrant centers of  growth 
and also celebrating the 
spirit of  rural India.

The six-day festival, 
scheduled from January 
4 to 9, will feature work-
shops, discussions, and 
cultural performances 
showcasing India's heri-
tage while promoting 
sustainable agricultural 
practices and economic 
resilience in rural areas. 
The event, themed "Build-
ing a Resilient Rural India 
for Viksit Bharat 2047" and 
carrying the motto "Gaon 
Badhe, Toh Desh Badhe" (If  
the village progresses, the 
country progresses), aims 
to empower rural commu-
nities through innovation, 
infrastructure develop-
ment, women's empower-
ment, and financial inclu-
sion, with a special focus 
on the North-East.

Addressing the gather-
ing, PM Modi emphasised 
the potential of  rural India, 
stating, "Those of  us con-
nected to villages know 
their immense power. The 
village lives within those 
who reside there."

He highlighted his gov-
ernment's efforts over the 
past decade to uplift rural 
India, from economic poli-
cies to targeted initiatives 
like the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana and PM 
Kisan Samman Nidhi.

The Prime Minister 
acknowledged the chal-
lenges farmers face, par-
ticularly the rising global 
prices of  DAP fertilizers, 
and assured them of  the 
government's commitment 

to reducing their burden.
"Our goal is to ensure 

maximum economic sup-
port for villagers while cre-
ating new employment and 
self-employment oppor-
tunities. Over Rs 3 lakh 
crore has been provided to 
farmers through PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi, and agri-
cultural loan amounts have 
increased 3.5 times in ten 
years," he noted.

PM Modi also stressed 
the role of  cooperatives in 
transforming rural econo-
mies, pointing out that 
70,000 cooperative societ-
ies are being computerised 
to ensure better prices for 
farmers. He highlighted 
the Vishwakarma Yojana, 
which supports artisans 
like blacksmiths, carpen-
ters, and potters by train-
ing them in new skills, 
increasing productivity, 
and providing affordable 
assistance.

"In the last decade, we 
have consistently increased 
the Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) for various crops. Ini-
tiatives like the Svamitva 
Scheme have also provided 
property papers to villag-
ers, while policies promot-
ing MSMEs and the Credit 
Link Guarantee Scheme 
have spurred local econo-
mies," PM Modi said.

The Prime Minister 
shared findings from a 
recent survey, stating that 

rural consumption has 
nearly tripled since 2011.

"The purchasing power 
of  rural households has 
significantly improved. For 
the first time, rural spend-
ing on food has reduced 
to less than 50 per cent of  
income, allowing for more 
expenditure on other 
essentials," he explained.

Highlighting the nar-
rowing gap between rural 
and urban areas, PM Modi 
said, "The disparity in con-
sumption between urban 
and rural areas is reduc-
ing. Efforts over the past 
ten years have brought tan-
gible results. A recent study 
by the State Bank of  India 
reveals that rural poverty, 
which stood at 26 per cent 
in 2012, has now decreased 
to less than 5 per cent."

PM Modi underscored 
the importance of  border 
villages, rebranding them 
as "first villages" and advo-
cating equal development 
for tribal areas under the 
PM JANMAN Yojana.

"For decades, rural SC, 
ST, and OBC communities 
faced neglect, leading to 
migration and poverty. Our 
efforts are reversing these 
trends," he said.

Women's empowerment 
was another key focus, with 
PM Modi praising the role of  
"Bank Sakhis" and "Insur-
ance Sakhis" in transform-
ing rural economies.

"We have empowered 
1.15 crore women as 'Lakh-
pati Didis,' earning over 
Rs 1 lakh annually. Our 
goal is to elevate 3 crore 
women to this status 
while implementing spe-
cial schemes for Dalit and 
tribal women," he said.

He highlighted the trans-
formation in rural infra-
structure, noting the con-
struction of  nearly 4 lakh 
kilometres of  rural roads 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana. He also 
pointed out the digital revo-
lution in villages, with over 
94 per cent of  rural house-
holds now having access to 
mobile services.

"Banking services and 
UPI are available in villag-
es, and Common Service 
Centres have grown from 
less than 1 lakh in 2014 to 
over 5 lakh today, provid-
ing dozens of  government 
services online," he said.

The Prime Minister 
also lauded the efforts of  
NABARD in supporting 
initiatives like self-help 
groups and the Kisan 
Credit Scheme. He called 
for the creation of  more 
Farmer Producer Organ-
isations (FPOs) and coop-
eratives like Amul to boost 
agricultural profitability.

"Milk production is now 
one of  the highest revenue 
generators for farmers. 
We are advancing natural 
farming in mission mode 
to ensure sustainable prac-
tices," he said.

The Grameen Bharat 
Mahotsav celebrates rural 
India's entrepreneurial spirit 
and cultural heritage while 
promoting economic stabil-
ity, financial security, and 
gender equality. With a focus 
on North-East India, the 
event aims to ensure rural 
populations are equipped to 
contribute to India's prog-
ress and realise the vision 
of Viksit Bharat 2047.

Come out of comfort zone: Amid 

hunger strike, Kishor calls on netas 

to lead BPSC aspirants' protest
IANS

NEW DELHI : Jan Suraaj 
Party founder Prashant 
Kishor, currently on a 
hunger strike in support 
of  70th Bihar Public Ser-
vice Commission (BPSC) 
preliminary examina-
tion aspirants protesting 
against alleged irregulari-
ties in the conduct of  the 
exams, has issued a sharp 
critique of  political lead-
ers and challenged them 
to step out of  their comfort 
zones and lead the move-
ment on the ground.

Addressing the media 
during his hunger strike, 
Kishor remarked, “All 
these leaders, whether it 
is Tejashwi Yadav, Rahul 
Gandhi, or others, who 
claim to speak for students 
and want to be their voice, 
should come here, join 
the protest, and lead from 
the front. We are ready to 

follow them. We have no 
problem stepping back, 
but someone needs to step 
forward. Rahul Gandhi 
should come here and lead 
this movement."

"But he is currently on 
vacation for New Year’s 
celebrations. He’ll have 
to cut short his holiday 
and come. When was the 
last time he visited Bihar? 
Probably during elections 
to ask for votes. When will 
he come next? During the 
next elections to ask for 
votes again. If  you don’t 
show up in Bihar, how will 
you lead?” he added.

Taking a dig at Rahul 
Gandhi’s absence, Kishor 
sarcastically added, “Should 
the students here send him 
an invitation to Vietnam? 
This movement won’t suc-
ceed with just a post."

"If  Tejashwi Yadav 
wants to lead, he must 
step out of  his bungalow 

and stand with us. We are 
ready to follow him too. 
But leadership requires 
stepping out. We are right 
here, standing before you, 
risking our lives for this 
cause," he said.

Kishor highlighted the 
sacrifices of  those protest-
ing in harsh winter condi-
tions, saying, “We have left 
behind our homes, families, 
food, and comfort to sit 
under the open sky in this 
cold. Why? For the students 
of  Bihar. It’s sad that some 
people fail to understand the 
urgency of  this issue. They 
dismiss youth movements 
as insignificant.”

He criticised the police 
crackdown on protesters, 
stating, “In this biting 
cold, Bihar’s students were 
doused with cold water 
and beaten with batons. 
The police chased down 
boys and girls mercilessly. 
Meanwhile, over 50 lakh 

people in Bihar are strug-
gling on roads, in factories, 
and in fields just to make 
ends meet. If  we want to 
change this system, some-
one must rise above per-
sonal comfort, whether it’s 
the cold or the heat. That’s 
why we’re here.”

Kishor concluded with a 
call to action, emphasising 
the need for immediate lead-
ership: “This fight is not just 
for today but for the future 
of  Bihar’s youth. The young 
must rise and take charge. 
We are ready to support 
anyone who steps up.”

Kishor has been on 
a hunger strike at the 
Gandhi Maidan in Patna.

His protest is aimed at 
demanding the cancel-
lation of  the 70th Bihar 
Public Service Commission 
(BPSC) preliminary exam-
ination following allega-
tions of  irregularities and 
a paper leak.

Better future: PM Modi hands over flat keys to Delhi 
residents, fulfills dreams of pucca house

IANS

NEW DELHI : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
distributed flat keys to ben-
eficiaries under the "Jahan 
Jhuggi, Wahan Makaan" 
scheme at a grand event 
held at Ramlila Maidan in 
Ashok Nagar, Delhi.

The initiative aims 
to provide permanent 
housing (pucca house) to 
residents living in slums, 
transforming their lives 
with modern amenities.

During the event on 
Friday, PM Modi interacted 
with the beneficiaries, lis-
tening to their experiences 

and aspirations. The recipi-
ents expressed immense 
gratitude, calling the day a 
life-changing moment. Ben-
eficiaries spoke to IANS and 
expressed their gratitude 
towards PM Modi.

Ramcharan, a resident 
of  Rampura Golden Park, 
shared, “PM Modi asked 
how we felt. We told him 
we were overwhelmed 
with happiness. What he 
has done for our children 
is something we couldn’t 
achieve in generations. For 
us, he is like a god.”

Leela Bai, another ben-
eficiary, stated, “I have five 
children, and this flat has 

secured their future. We’re 
extremely thankful to Modi 
Ji for improving our lives.”

Vilas from Jailer Bagh, 
who lived in a slum for 
35 years, said, “I never 
thought I’d own a home. 
Today, my lifelong dream 
has come true.”

Sheela, also from Jailer 
Bagh, expressed her joy, 
saying, “Living in a clean 
and well-maintained home 
feels like a miracle. Earlier, 
we struggled in unsanitary 
conditions, but now our 
children have a brighter 
future.”

Mohammad Manzoor 
Shah added, “We feel 

blessed. PM Modi person-
ally handed us the keys, 
showing his care for us. 
Our lives have transformed 
completely.”

Amina Begum echoed 
similar sentiments, saying, 
“We were living in filth, 
but now we have clean, 
spacious rooms. This has 
brought immense relief  
and happiness.”

With an aim to provide 
permanent housing (pucca 
house) to the residents of  
Delhi currently living in 
kutcha houses to improve 
their quality of  life, Delhi 
BJP is realizing people's 
dream.

'Delhi desires change, this 
time', say BJP candidates 
named in first list

Maha CID arrests two accused 
in Beed Sarpanch murder case

IANS

MUMBAI : The Maharash-
tra Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) on Sat-
urday arrested two accused 
who were absconding after 
killing the Massajog sar-
panch Santosh Deshmukh 
from Beed district on 
December 9.

The accused, Sudarshan 
Ghule and Sudhir Sangle, 
will be soon produced 
before the court.

The police recently 
detained one person, who 
was helping the accused. 
Sources said the same 
person briefed the CID 
team about the where-
abouts of  Ghule and 
Sangle.

The third accused 
Krishna Andhale is still at 
large.

The arrests come days 
after Walmik Karad, a close 
associate of  NCP minister 
Dhananjay Munde from 
Beed who was wanted in 
an extortion case linked 
to the murder of  Santosh 
Deshmukh, surrendered 
before CID in Pune on 
Tuesday.

The case has been regis-
tered at Kej Police Station 
from Beed district against 
seven persons, including 
Ghule, Andhale, Sangle, 
Mahesh Sakharam Kedar, 
Jayram Manik Chate, 
Pratik Bhimrao Ghule, 
Vishnu Mahadev Chate.

Earlier, police arrested 
Mahesh Kedar, Jayram 
Chate, Pratik Ghule and 
Vishnu Chate, who are cur-
rently in police custody.

The police also 
announced a reward for 
providing information 
about Ghule, Sangle and 
Andhale.

The arrest of  two 
absconding accused is 
crucial as Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis has 
announced that the gov-
ernment will not spare 
guilty.

"I have been saying 
since the first days that 
strict action will be taken 
against every accused in 
the Santosh Deshmukh 
murder case. No one has 
the right to commit such 
violence. The police will 
take necessary action 
until all the culprits are 
hanged," he said.

"We will not allow the 
rule of  goons to contin-
ue. No one can commit 
such violence, no one can 
demand ransom. Accord-
ingly, we accelerated the 
investigation and Walmik 
Karad had to surrender. 
Now different teams have 
started working to nab the 
absconding accused in the 
murder. We will not spare 
any accused. All of  them 
will be found," said the 
chief  minister.

Meanwhile, pressure 
is mounting on CM Fad-
navis from BJP and a sec-
tion of  NCP not to make 
Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Protection 
Minister Munde the Beed 
district Guardian Minister 
until the CID completes its 
investigation into the sar-
panch's murder.

NCP legislator Prakash 
Solanke has demanded 
that Munde should be 
made a minister without 
any portfolio until the 
ongoing probe is over.

In addition, the oppo-
sition has demanded 
Munde's resignation, and 
that the sarpanch murder 
case be tried out of  Beed.

 IANS

NEW DELHI : As the BJP 
announced its first list of  
candidates for upcoming 
Delhi Assembly elections, 
party leaders contesting 
from various constituen-
cies expressed confidence 
about their victory and 
criticised the AAP dis-
pensation. They asserted 
that the people of  Delhi 
are aware of  Kejriwal gov-
ernment's failures and are 
ready to give BJP a chance, 
this time.

Talking to IANS, Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa, BJP’s 
candidate, emphasised 
'people's desire for change' 
in Delhi.

"I want to thank the BJP 
leadership and workers for 
showing faith in me. The 
people of  Delhi want to see 
a change. They want BJP 
in power in the national 
capital and they want to see 
Arvind Kejriwal defeated. 
His government has seen 
wide scale corruption and 
there has been no develop-
ment under his leadership. 
People are facing water 
shortages, and numerous 
other issues. Now, they 
want a BJP government," 
he added.

Sirsa also raised con-
cerns about the condition 
of  Rajouri Garden, citing 
poor roads and sewage 
issues. "The condition of  
Rajouri Garden is really 
concerning. The roads and 
sewage systems are in bad 
shape," he added.

Ashish Sood, contest-
ing from Janakpuri, also 
exuded confidence about 
BJP's victory.

"I am thankful that the 

BJP has chosen me from 
Janakpuri. The situation 
here is not good; people 
have to pay for drinking 
water, and there has been 
little development in the 
last 10 years. Our goal is 
to improve the lives of  the 
people in Janakpuri and 
provide them with a com-
fortable life," Sood stated.

Satish Upadhayay, 
contesting from Malviya 
Nagar, criticised the state 
of  the constituency, claim-
ing that basic infrastruc-
ture was lacking.

"I want to thank the BJP 
leadership for choosing 
me. The situation in Malvi-
ya Nagar is dire – roads are 
in bad condition, there is 
no fresh water, and people 
are forced to drink con-
taminated water. Electric-
ity bills are increasing, and 
parks and walking tracks 
are poorly maintained. 
This year, it is clear that 
BJP will win, and 'Kamal 
jarur khilega'," he said.

Upadhayay said that the 
BJP is working tirelessly 
to win the Delhi Assembly 
elections.

"Our workers are put-
ting in a lot of  effort. We 
will meet every resident of  
Delhi and show them the 
reality of  the Assembly. We 
will free Delhi from a gov-
ernment that is involved in 
corruption," he added.

The BJP's first list of  29 
candidates features promi-
nent political figures like 
Parvesh Verma, Ramesh Bid-
huri, and Manjinder Singh 
Sirsa. The party's announce-
ment comes as the election 
date approaches, with politi-
cal experts predicting a hotly 
contested fight. 
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Rickelton's marathon 259, 
Verreynne century grind 
hapless Pakistan into the dust

AGENCIES

Pakistan's horror day 
in Cape Town was 
complete after South 

Africa ripped through their 
top order to leave them 
staring down the barrel of  a 
huge defeat. Having posted 
615 thanks to a double-hun-
dred from Ryan Rickelton 
and a century from Kyle 
Verreynne, South Africa's 
quicks Kagiso Rabada and 
Marco Jansen tore through 
a Pakistan line-up already 
missing the injured Saim 
Ayub. So effectively, South 
Africa are six wickets away 
from making Pakistan bat 
again, with the visitors a 
mammoth 551 runs behind 
after day two.

Having taken command 
before lunch, South Africa 
ground Pakistan into the 
dust in the afternoon. 
Rickelton ended up with 
259, falling just short of  
Stephen Fleming's 262 as 
the highest score at New-
lands. Verreynne brought 
up his fourth Test hundred. 
Jansen, out of  form with the 
bat all year in 2024, heralded 
the new year with a whirl-
wind half-century. Six fours 

and three sixes helped him 
get there in 42 balls. Thus, 
as many as 137 runs were 
added in the second session, 
with South Africa having 
surged to 566 for 7 by tea, 
already their highest score 
at home in four years.

Pakistan gamely battled 
on, but their efforts never 
looked like bearing fruit 
on a wicket that had long 
since flattened, and batters 
that had long since settled. 
Much of  the second session 
became a milestone-mark-

ing exercise. Verreynne 
continued with the bellig-
erence that had lit up the 
first session, a boundary 
off  Mohammad Abbas and 
a single off  the next ball 
bringing up three figures. 
It brought Newlands to its 
feet once more; they may 
have sore legs from the 
frequency with which they 
had to do that.

Salman Ali Agha struck 
next over to prise him out 
as Verreynne went for a 
slog sweep, but it did little 

to stymie South Africa's 
momentum. With no score-
board pressure, Jansen let 
his natural talent speak for 
itself, swinging freely and 
timing it beautifully. He 
took 11 balls to get off  the 
mark, but once he did, there 
was no stopping him. Two 
fours and a six off  Khurram 
Shahzad in two successive 
overs helped bring up the 
50 partnership in 46 balls, 
while each of  Rickelton and 
Jansen helped themselves to 
sixes off  Salman.

5th Test: Chose to stand down in best 

interest of the team, reveals Rohit
IANS

SYDNEY : India captain 
Rohit Sharma cleared all 
speculation regarding 
him not playing the ongo-
ing Sydney Test against 
Australia, saying he chose 
to "stand down" from the 
match purely because his 
batting form hasn’t been 
good and that it was in the 
best interest of  the team to 
have more in-form players.

He also described his 
decision as difficult but 
sensible. Rohit had aver-
aged just 6.2 with the bat in 
three games, and opted out 
of  playing the match, with 
Jasprit Bumrah leading the 
Indian team at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground. Rohit also 
revealed he was the one who 
told about this decision to 
head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir and chief  selector Ajit 
Agarkar.

“Neither of  them (rested, 
opted out and dropped). I 
stood down from this Test 
– if  I say a word, there are 
more than 50 words to 
describe it. The chat that I 
had with the coach (Gautam 
Gambhir) and selector (Ajit 
Agarkar) was straightfor-
ward that I was not able to 
score runs with the bat, and 
I am not in form," said Rohit 
in a freewheeling chat with 
broadcasters Star Sports 
during lunch break on day 

two’s play.
“This is an important 

match, we needed a win. 
We couldn't carry many 
out-of-form players, espe-
cially with many not being 
in great form with the bat. 
It was a simple thing that 
was going on in my mind 
– I told them about it and 
they backed my decision by 
saying ‘You have been play-
ing for so many years and 
you are the best person in 
doing what has to be done’.

“For me, it was a difficult 
decision for me to take, but 
it was a sensible one consid-
ering all circumstances and 
what would be in the best 

interest of  the team. The 
decision was taken after 
coming here in Sydney. 
After Melbourne, there were 
just a few days and one of  
them was New Year's Day,” 
said Rohit.

“On that day, I did not 
want to tell the coach and 
selector about this. But this 
thought had been running 
in my mind for some time 
- like I was trying but could 
not score. I had to accept it, 
as it was important for me to 
step aside from this match," 
the India captain added.

Rohit, who also came 
over to chat with the team 
during a drinks break in the 
first session, also cleared the 
air over speculation of  him 
quitting Test cricket after 
the Sydney Test, saying 
that his choosing to sit out 
of  the game doesn’t mean 
that he will be retiring 
from the format anytime 
soon. "This decision is not 
a retirement decision, nor 
am I going to take myself  
out of  the game. I sat out 
of  this match because runs 
are not coming off  my bat. 
There is no guarantee that 
runs won't come two or five 
months down the line. I have 
seen a lot in cricket that life 
changes every second, every 
minute, every day."

"I have confidence in 
myself  that things can 
change, but at the same 

time I have to be realistic 
as well. So life won't change 
based on what people with a 
mic, pen, or laptop write or 
say. They can't decide when 
we should retire, when we 
should sit out, or when we 
should captain,” he added.

“Sensible aadmi hoon, 
mature aadmi hoon, do bach-
hon ka baap hoon, mere paas 
thoda sa dimaag hai, aur 
ptaa hai life mei kya chahiye! 
(I am a sensible man, mature 
man, father of  two kids. So I 
have some brains and I know 
what I need in life)."

Asked if  the Indian 
team dressing room gets 
hurt over media reports of  
unrest in the inner sanctum 
in the run-up to the Sydney 
Test, Rohit stated, “All play-
ers here are made of  steel, 
and this is our endeavour to 
make these boys like this. 
It’s because of  things which 
are out of  control, nothing is 
gained by wasting time on it 
or thinking about what has 
been said out loud.”

“All boys know what hap-
pens on the outside, what 
can we do about it? We focus 
on how we have to play our 
game, improve ourselves, 
and how to win games.” 
After the interview ended, 
Rohit signed off  by saying, 
“Main kahin ja nahin raha. 
Idhar hi hoon (I am not 
going anywhere, I will be 
staying here)," he added.

Harbhajan Singh to spin magic for 
Haryana Gladiators in Legend 90 League

IANS

NEW DELHI : Former 
India spinner and Mumbai 
Indians captain Harbha-
jan Singh is all set to rep-
resent Haryana Gladiators 
in the upcoming Legend 
90 League, which is sched-
uled to be played in Feb-
ruary 2025. Harbhajan, a 
veteran of  103 Tests and 
236 ODIs, will bring his 
unmatched experience 
and skillset to the Gladia-
tors, making them a team 
to watch in this innovative 
tournament.

Joining Harbhajan 
in the Haryana Gladia-
tors lineup will be former 
Australian cricketer Ben 
Dunk, Sri Lankan all-
rounder Asela Gunaratne, 
and bowler Pawan Suyal. 

Indian players Anureet 
Singh and Praveen Gupta 
will also don the Haryana 
Gladiators colours, making 
it a formidable unit in the 
fast-paced 90-ball cricket. 
The Haryana Gladiators 
franchise is owned by 
Shubh Infra a leading real 
estate firm committed to 
excellence and innovation.

Speaking about the 
team, Harish Garg, Direc-
tor of  Shubh Infra said, 
"The Haryana Gladiators 
are a team built on the 
values of  courage, deter-
mination, and excellence. 
With Harbhajan Singh 
leading the charge along-
side a talented squad, we 
are confident of  making a 
strong mark in the Legend 
90 League."

Last month, Haryana 

Gladiators unveiled the 
logo of  the team, a majes-
tic depiction of  a roaring 
lion symbolizing courage, 
strength, and resilience.

Legend 90 is an exhila-
rating cricket tournament 
that unites former play-
ers in an innovative and 
fast-paced 90-ball format. 
This unique league is a cel-
ebration of  cricket’s finest 
icons, bringing them back 
to the field to relive the 
glory and excitement they 
once created.

The League will feature 
seven franchises and show-
case the skills of  legendary 
players. With its dynamic 
format and participation 
from iconic cricketers, the 
Legend 90 League promises 
to be a spectacular sport-
ing extravaganza.

Scott Boland got a spell on 
Virat Kohli, says Waugh

We're not surprised by Boland's 

performances, says McDonald
IANS

SYDNEY : Australia head 
coach Andrew McDonald 
is not surprised with his 
pacer Scott Boland's eight-
wicket haul in the ongoing 
fifth Test against India at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground 
on Saturday.

Playing his third Test 
of  the five-match series, 
Boland returned with the 
figures of  4-42 after fin-
ishing with 4-31 in India's 
first innings. His perfor-
mance enabled Australia 
to restrict India to 141/6 at 
stumps on Day 2.

“We're not surprised 
by Scotty's performances. 
Every time he plays, he 
does the job well. His abil-
ity to just be relentless on 
a length move the ball both 

ways, it's proving difficult, 
in particular on this (SCG) 
surface," McDonald said.

“He's always a genuine 
consideration Scotty, and 
every time he pitches up 
in the Australian colours 
he delivers. We're lucky 
to have those four quicks 
in Josh Hazlewood, (Pat) 
Cummins and (Mitchell) 
Stark and Boland.”

The head coach hailed 
Boland's ability to execute 
their plans rightly in the 
middle especially against 
Virat Kohli as he dismissed 
him for the fourth time in 
the series.

“It's one thing to have 
a plan, but then to be able 
to execute that, the way 
that we have to Virat, (to) 
put him under immense 
pressure.

"And look, he's tried some 
things, he's walked out of his 
crease, he's tried different 
tactics as well, but clearly 
that relentless nature of  in 
particular Scotty Boland in 
that matchup's been incred-
ibly difficult for him to come 
back, but he's never an easy 
wicket," McDonald said.

With the pitch playing 
a huge role in the series 
finale, McDonald is aware 
of  the challenge despite a 
low-scoring chase on the 
cards on Sunday.

“Low scoring games like 
this, it just heightens the 
pressure within it, so a long 
way still to go, there's going 
to be plenty of  cricket, so 
we'll see what happens. 
(The loss of  quick wick-
ets are) just a symptom of  
where Test cricket is at.

IANS

SYDNEY : Australian pacer 
Scott Boland wrecked havoc 
on India’s top order as he 
dismissed Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
KL Rahul and Virat Kohli to 
send the visitors into a tail-
spin before Rishabh Pant 
steadied the innings with 
his fantastic knock of  61 in 
the fifth and final Test of  the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy, 
here at Sydney Cricket 
Ground (SCG).

Kohli, who was once again 
caught flirting with the ball 
outside the off  stump and 
nicked it behind the stumps, 
was dismissed by Boland for 
the fourth time in the series 
and former Aussie batsman 
Mark Waugh believes the 
Tansmanian quick has the 
Indian great mesmerised.

“It is almost like he has 

got a spell on him. He is 
mesmerising him. He is mes-
merising that bat to follow 
the ball and that could well 
be the last time that we 
see Virat Kohli on Austra-
lian soil and in Test match 
cricket,” Waugh said on Fox 
Sports.

Waugh’s comments do 
have weight behind it as 
across five innings, Kohli has 
faced 68 balls from Boland, 
managing just 28 runs with 
four dismissals. His struggle 
is evident, with a false shot 
percentage of  35.2%.

Day two of  the fifth Test 
may have been the last time 
Kohli played a Test match in 
Australia and was certainly 
left disappointed after falling 
in the same manner. Australia 
coach Andrew McDonald was 
asked about the team’s strat-
egy to face the all-time great.


