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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

Ours is a Government fully committed to furthering 
welfare of farmers. We are proud of all our farmer sisters 
and brothers who work hard to feed our nation. The first 
Cabinet of 2025 is dedicated to enhancing prosperity 
for our farmers. I am glad that key decisions have been 
taken in this regard.…
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Kashmir Braces For 
More Rain, Snowfall MHA Report Suggests New 

Ways To Crush Terror In J&K
‘People’s Participation In Lok Sabha, Assembly Elections Shows They Have Full Faith In Democracy’

‘ERA Of Recommendations 
Over In J&K’

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR:  Ministry of  Home Affairs 
(MHA) has stated that the era of  recommen-
dations in Jammu and Kashmir is over and 
now all appointments are made on merit basis.

The 2024 annual report of  the MHA states:  
“Instead of  terrorism, bomb blasts, firing, stone 
pelting, and strikes, now education, technical 
institutions, industries, and infrastructure are 
being seen in Jammu & Kashmir.”

The MHA report stated that the recruit-
ment processes in J&K have become trans-
parent and clean. “The Union Home Minister 
distributed more than 1000 appointment let-
ters for J&K Combined Examination-2024 and 
compassionate appointments through video 
conferencing from New Delhi,” the report 
states.

Referring to the launch of  e-buses the 
report states that to make commuting easy 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched 100 
air-conditioned eco-friendly buses in Jammu 
region. P-06

BSF Fires 
Warning 
Shots Along IB

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Alert troops of  
the Border Security Force 
(BSF) on Wednesday opened 
fire after noticing suspicious 
movement on the interna-
tional border (IB) in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s R.S. Pura 
sector.

BSF spokesperson said 
that alert troops opened fire 
upon detecting suspicious 
movement at the IB in the 
R.S.Pura sector this morning.

“The incident occurred 
when the BSF sentry 
observed movement originat-
ing from the Pakistani side 
prompting immediate action.

Over a dozen rounds were 
fired to deter any potential 
intrusion. Following the 
incident, a search operation 
was launched in the forward 
areas,” the spokesman said.

P-06 

CM Omar Hopes 2025 
Is Kinder To Him

Direct Rail To Kashmir....

Final Inspection On Katra-

Reasi Rail Link On Jan 7, 8

Statehood ReStoRation

2 Independent MLAs Start 
Signature Campaign

8-Day Long 
Protest In Katra 
Town To End

AGENCIES

JAMMU: A breakthrough was 
achieved on Wednesday that 
would end the continuing pro-
tests in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine 
base camp town of  Katra.

Shopkeepers, hoteliers, 
transport operators, Pony and 
Palki wallahs have been in 
protest for the last eight days 
against the proposed Rs 300-
crore ropeway project from 
Tarakote Marg in Katra to 
Sanji Chhat at the Mata’s cave 
shrine

The administration formed 
a 4-member team on Tuesday 
to engage in discussions with 
the protesters. The administra-
tion has already announced its 
decision to release all detained 
protesters, including the 
Samiti leaders.

Ramesh Kumar, Division-
al Commissioner, Jammu, 
told reporters that the deci-
sions were taken after hold-
ing detailed discussions with 
members of  the civil society.

“After the discussions, it 
was decided that all those 
detained would be P-06 

4 Jaish 
Associates Held 
In Awantipora: 
Police

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Police on 
Wednesday claimed to 
have arrested four Jaish-
e-Mohammad Militant 
Associates in South 
Kashmir’s Awantipora.

In a handout, the 
police said that it along 
Security forces have 
arrested four terrorist 
associates of  proscribed 
terror outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammad in Tral. 
They have been identi-
fied as  Mudasir Ahmad 
Naik S/o Farooq Ahmad 
Naik R/o Tral Payeen, 
Umar Nazir Sheikh S/o 
Nazir Ahmad Sheikh 
R/o Kuchmulla and 
inayat Firdoos Rather 
S/o Firdoos Ahmad 
Rather R/o Tral Payeen, 
Salman Nazir Lone S/o 
Nazir Ahmad Lone R/o 
Kounserbal Tral.

Incriminating materi-
als of  proscribed terror 
outfit Jaish-eMoham-
mad, P-06 

Govt Asks IAS Officers 

To File IPRs
Warns ‘Disciplinary Proceedings’ Over Failure

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Ministry of  Home 
Affairs (MHA) has stated that 
the government is committed to 
crushing terrorism by using inno-
vative ways.

The 2024 annual report of  the 
MHA states: “The government is 
committed to setting an example 
by cracking down on terrorists 
through innovative means. In 
line with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s Zero Tolerance Policy 

against terrorism, the goal of  
‘terror free Jammu and Kashmir’ 
will be achieved at the earliest.”

“PM Modi led government is 
building a terror-free J&K. While 
the security forces are waging a 
full-blown war against terror on 
the ground, the MHA is empow-
ering them by banning individu-
als and organizations involved in 
terror and anti-India activities.”

The report states that due to the 
sustained and coordinated efforts 
of  the Union Government, P-06 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Cold wave tight-
ened its grip on the Kashmir 
Valley as the Meteorological 
(MeT) office on Wednesday 
forecast light snowfall and rain 
in  Jammu and Kashmir during 
the next 24 hours.

A MeT department state-
ment said, “Two western Dis-
turbances (WD) are passing 
over J&K in quick succession 
from 1st January onwards. On 
1-2nd Jan (Feeble WD): Gen-
erally cloudy with light snow 
at scattered places during 1st 
evening/night to 2nd morning. 

On 3-6th January (Moderate 
WD): Generally cloudy with 
light to moderate rain (plains of  
Jammu/snow at most places of  
J&K with peak activity on 4th 
to 6th January (a/n). On 7th-
10th January: Generally cloudy 
with dry weather.”

The MeT Department also 
issued an advisory, saying that 
in view of  fresh snowfall, sub-
freezing temperatures and icy 
conditions over roads (plains/
higher reaches), tourists/
travellers/transporters are 
advised to plan accordingly 
and follow administration and 
traffic advisory. P-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Amid ongo-
ing political debate over the 
demand of  restoration of  state-
hood for Jammu and Kashmir, 
the two independent Members 
of  Legislative Assembly (MLA) 
from Rajouri and Surankote 
constituencies, Wednesday 
launched a signature cam-
paign.

The MLAs include Muzaf-
far Iqbal Khan representing 
Rajouri Assembly Constitu-
ency and Choudahry Muham-

mad Akram, representing 
Surankote AC.

On the occasion, Muzaffar 
Iqbal Khan, MLA Rajouri while 
speaking to the media, said the 
initiative aims to gather one 
crore signatures over the next 
three months to present before 
the assembly.

He said that there was a dis-
content in the region regarding 
the changes implemented after 
August 5, 2019.

The independent MLA said 
their campaign stands of  dem-
ocratic nature, stating, P-06 

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Commis-
sioner of  Railway Safety 
(CRS) is set to conduct the 
final inspection of  the Katra-
Reasi section of  the Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail 
Link on January 7 and 8, as 
part of  the effort to complete 
the rail link from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari, officials said.

Northern Railway’s Chief  
Public Relations Officer 
(CPRO) Himanshu Shekhar 
Upadhyaya said the CRS 
(Northern Circle) is expect-
ed to inspect the 16.501 km 
Katra-Reasi section under 
the Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla New BG Rail Link 
Project before January 15.

The chief  PRO said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will virtually inau-
gurate the Jammu Railway 
Division from New Delhi on 
January 6.

Sources in Northern Rail-
ways told a local news agency 
KNO that after the inaugu-

ration of  the Jammu Rail-
way Division, the CRS will 
conduct the final inspection 
on January 7 and 8. Senior 
officials, including the CAO/

USBRL, CBE, CSE, COM-G, 
CEGE from HQ, DRM/
FZR, and other officers, will 
accompany the CRS during 
the inspection. P-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah hoped that 2025 would 
be kinder and easier for him 
than the year that went by.

Taking to X, the CM said, 
“2024 has been one hell of  a 
year, when it was good it was 
amazing & when it was bad it 
really sucked. 2025 please go 
easier on my poor heart”.

He was recalling the trying 
times he personally underwent 
in 2024. He had a double vic-
tory in the Legislative Assem-
bly elections. He won both from 
Ganderbal and Budgam constit-
uencies shocking his opponents. 
Omar Abdullah had suffered a 
humiliating defeat before his 
double victory when the incar-
cerated leader, Engineer Rashid 
defeated him by over two lakh 
votes in the Lok Sabha elections 
from Baramulla constituency.

It was in 2024 that Omar 
said he would not stand for the 
Assembly elections as long as 
J&K remained a union territo-
ry. He had to change his stand 
and finally chose to stand for 
the Assembly polls.

Despite remaining steadfast 
in his political commitment to 
fight for regaining J&K, what 

his party, the National Confer-
ence (NC) calls its ‘unconstitu-
tionally usurped rights’, neither 
Omar Abdullah nor any of  his 
party leaders expected to win 42 
seats out of  the 90 seats which 
went to polls for the Legislative 
Assembly.

The NC’s decision to form a 
pre-poll alliance with the Con-
gress party stemmed from the 
fact that the NC was not sure 
about winning a simple major-
ity on its own.

The decision completely 
backfired. As the Congress won 
five seats conceded to it in the 
Valley by the NC, it could not go 
beyond one seat in the Jammu 
division.

The NC had left even those 
seats for the Congress to fight 
against the BJP in P-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: The Government on 
Wednesday asked all the IAS officers 
working in connection with the affairs 
of  the Union territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir to file Immovable Property 
Returns (IPR) online by January 
ending, underlining that failure consti-
tutes “good and sufficient” reason for 
institution of  disciplinary proceedings.

“Pursuant to the instructions issued 
by Department of  Personnel & Train-
ing, Ministry of  Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions, Government 

of  India, regarding filing of  Immov-
able Property Returns (IPR) by the IAS 
Officers, various circular instructions 
have been issued by the GAD from time 
to time,” reads a government circular.

“In terms of  Rule 16(2) of  AIS (Con-
duct) Rules, 1968, every member of  the 
service is required to submit his/her 
annual Immovable Property Return 
(IPR) by 31 January of  this year, failure 
whereof  constitutes good and sufficient 
reason for institution of  disciplinary 
proceedings,” it said, adding, “More-
over, vide notification dated 30.12.2021, 
Rule 3(1) of  IAS (Pay) Rules, P-06
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CS launches YUVA 
survey to identify 1.37 
lakh entrepreneurs
Control Rooms to assist Surveyors, Supervisors on real time basis

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo, today 
launched the much antici-
pated UT wide baseline 
survey under Mission 
YUVA (Yuva Udyami Vikas 
Abhiyan).

The survey, to be 
done jointly by Labour & 
Employment (L&E) and 
Planning Departments, 
aims identification of  
around 1.37 lakh poten-
tial entrepreneurs besides 
seeking feedback from the 
existing enterprises.

Present on the occasion 
were Vice Chancellors of  
UT Universities,  Secre-
tary, L&E Department, DG, 
E&S, Director, IIM Jammu, 
MD, JK Bank, MD, JKRLM 
and representatives from 
IIT Jammu, NABARD,  
BISAG-N besides other 
concerned officers while 
Deputy Commissioners 
joined the event through 
video conferencing.

Addressing on the 
occasion, the Chief  Secre-
tary highlighted the sig-
nificance of  this survey 
besides the original motive 
of  handholding the youth 
ready to adopt entrepre-
neurship and self  employ-
ment as job avenues. He 
called upon the concerned 
departments to ensure 
accurate through regular 
monitoring of  the whole 
exercise. He suggested the 
Vice-Chancellors of  differ-
ent Universities to further 
utilise this data in accom-
plishing various research 

papers.
Dulloo also enjoined 

upon the Labour & Employ-
ment department to consti-
tute a team of  experts from 
concerned departments 
with faculty members from 
different Universities and 
National Institutes. This 
will help in laying an ana-
lytical framework to devel-
op a well meaning docu-
ment out of  these analytics 
at the end of  this survey, 
he added. He emphasised 
upon them to reach out to 
each household in every 
village/panchayat through 
their IEC activities in order 
to create necessary aware-
ness among the people 

about the importance of  
this survey. He directed 
the Deputy Commission-
ers to extend full support 
to the teams on ground 
besides giving their feed-
back about the functioning 
of  the online application so 
that, any technical glitch 
faced by the investigators 
is resolved instantly.

The Chief  Secretary also 
reviewed functioning of  
this survey app developed 
by BISAG-N in consulta-
tion with the department. 
He underscored the impor-
tance of  control rooms in 
resolving the issues faced 
besides making the exer-
cise smooth and seamless.

In a presentation, Secre-
tary, L&E, Kumar Rajeev 
Ranjan, informed the 
meeting that this activity 
has two major components 
aiming survey of  the exist-
ing enterprises for look-
ing into their challenges 
they besides identifying 
the potential entrepre-
neurs. He added that the 
department has already 
accomplished the task of  
training the Master Train-
ers at divisional level and 
around 1000 supervisors 
and nearly 17,000 investiga-
tors at district level. It was 
added that a pilot survey 
is currently going on in 
which nearly 90,000 entries 
had been made across the 
districts.

The roles and responsi-
bilities of  each concerned 
were explained during the 
meeting with Deputy Com-
missioners envisaged to 
monitor the whole process 
in their respective districts. 
Besides, Dos and Don’ts 
for investigators were dis-
cussed and the significance 
of  Supervisors in verifying 
each detail entered in the 
application by the survey-
ors was deliberated upon.

It was informed that the 
objective of  this month 
long exercise is to foster 
entrepreneurship culture 
and desirable ecosystem 
for helping those in the 
age group of  18-49 years to 
start at least 1.37 lakh new 
enterprises thereby gen-
erating around 4.25 lakh 
job opportunities in next 5 
years in J&K.

High Court Quashes PSA Detention of Maqbool 
Bhat’s Brother, Orders Immediate Release

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The High 
Court of  Jammu, Kashmir, 
and Ladakh has quashed 
the detention of  Zahoor 
Ahmed Bhat, the brother 
of  slain Maqbool Bhat, 
under the Public Safety 
Act. Bhat, a resident of  
Mirpora, Thregam village 
in North Kashmir's Kup-
wara district, had been 
detained since 2022 and 
was lodged in Karnal Jail, 
Haryana.

The court's decision 
came after Advocate Bashir 
Ahmad Tak, represent-
ing Bhat, argued that the 
detention order was issued 
arbitrarily and lacked sub-
stantive grounds. Advocate 
Tak contended that the 
allegations mentioned in 
the detention order had 
no connection to Bhat and 
were fabricated to justify 
the detention. He further 
asserted that the grounds 
of  detention were vague 
and insufficient for a fair 

representation, violating 
the safeguards provided 
under the law.

“The entire material 
forming the basis of  the 
detention order was not pro-
vided to my client, and his 
representation against the 
detention was not consid-
ered,” Advocate Tak as per 
the news agency Kashmir 
News Trust argued in court.

 In response, the author-
ities defended their deci-
sion, stating that Bhat's 
activities were "highly 

prejudicial to the security 
of  the State" and that his 
detention was necessary 
due to his involvement in 
serious offences detailed in 
registered FIRs.

After hearing both 
sides, Justice Sanjay Dhar 
quashed the PSA deten-
tion, declaring it invalid. 
The court directed the 
authorities to release Bhat 
from custody immediately 
unless he is required in 
connection with any other 
pending case. [KNT]

Locals of Newa Demand 
Functional Medical Services 
at PHC, Warn of Protests

Islamic University of Science 
and Technology (IUST) gets 
License for Community Radio 
Station FM 91.2 MHz

MUSHTAQ PULWAMI

PULWAMA: The resi-
dents of  Newa village in 
South Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district are grappling with 
severe challenges due to 
the non-functional medi-
cal equipment and lack of  
specialized staff  at the Pri-
mary Health Centre Newa.

The villagers told the 
news agency Kashmir 
News Trust that despite 
the installation of  USG and 
X-ray machines in 2021, 
these critical facilities have 
remained non-operation-
al for the past two years. 
“The absence of  a Radiolo-
gist has rendered the USG 
machine unusable, com-
pelling patients to travel 
to the District Hospital 
Pulwama or other health-
care centers for essential 
diagnostic tests,” they said.

 Adding to the residents' 
woes is the unavailability of  

a Gynaecologist at the PHC, 
leaving pregnant women 
and those requiring mater-
nal care in dire straits.

 “This is unacceptable. 
Patients are suffering due 
to the absence of  basic 
healthcare facilities, and 
pregnant women are the 
worst affected,” said a local 
resident.

 The distressed resi-
dents have called upon 
the District Development 
Commissioner Pulwama 
and the Director of  Health 
Services Kashmir to inter-
vene immediately. They 
urged the authorities to 
make the X-ray and USG 
machines operational and 
ensure the appointment of  
a gynaecologist at the PHC 
without further delay.

 “If  these issues are not 
addressed promptly, we 
will have no option but 
to protest on the streets,” 
warned the locals. [KNT]

GMK NEWS NETWORK

AWANTIPORA: In a 
significant development, 
Islamic University of  
Science and Technology 
(IUST) has been granted a 
license by the Ministry of  
Communication, Govt. of  
India to launch a dedicated 
community radio station 
on its campus. The IUST 
Community Radio Station, 
FM 91.2 MHz will serve as 
a vital platform for convey-
ing the university's vision 
and mission, fostering 
engagement with society, 
and promoting community 
outreach. The station will 
broadcast a range of  pro-
grams, including campus 
news, admission high-
lights, student-centric con-
tent, disaster awareness, 
environmental concerns, 
and socio-economic issues, 
ensuring relevance and 
engagement with a wide 
audience.

Prof. Shakil Ahmad 
Romshoo, Vice Chancellor, 
IUST, congratulated the 
Department of  Journal-
ism and Mass Communi-
cation on this remarkable 
achievement and extended 
special appreciation to Dr. 
Ruheela Hasan, Dean Out-
reach, for spearheading 
this initiative.

He said that the Com-

munity Radio Station will 
pave the way for effective 
community outreach and 
further strengthen IUST’s 
connection with society. 
He emphasized that the 
approval of  the community 
radio station is a testament 
to IUST's commitment to 
community engagement 
and social responsibility.

Prof. Romshoo high-
lighted IUST’s active 
involvement in various 
community outreach 
programs, and expressed 
confidence that the radio 
station will further 
enhance these efforts to 
promote societal engage-
ment and economic devel-
opment. He also assured 
that IUST shall work 
with local stakeholders, 
community groups, and 
individuals to create a 
platform that promotes 
social cohesion, cultural 
diversity, and community 
empowerment.

The community radio 
station will provide a 
unique opportunity for 
IUST's Mass Media stu-
dents to gain hands-on 
experience and practical 
knowledge in radio broad-
casting. The station will 
also serve as a platform 
for local artists, writers, 
and musicians to showcase 
their talent.

Gear up for upcoming Panchayat, ULB Polls in J&K: Ajay Sadhotra

Only NC can ensure inclusive development, grassroots empowerment, says Rattan Lal Gupta
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Ajay Sadhotra, Addition-
al General Secretary and former 
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference (JKNC), today 
urged party workers to intensify 
their preparations for the forth-
coming Panchayat and Urban Local 
Body (ULB) elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He called for collec-
tive efforts to strengthen grassroots 
democracy and ensure the victory 
of JKNC candidates.

Addressing a gathering of  
party workers at Sher-e-Kashmir 
Bhawan, Jammu, Ajay Sadhotra 
strongly criticized the previous gov-
ernment led by the BJP, alleging its 
failure to deliver basic amenities to 
rural areas. He pointed out the lack 
of development and public welfare 
initiatives under the BJP adminis-
tration, which, he said, had adverse-
ly affected the lives of people in vil-
lages and far-flung regions.

"The BJP government has 
failed to meet the expectations of  

the rural population. The promises 
of improved infrastructure, clean 
drinking water, electricity, and 
better road connectivity remain 
unfulfilled," he stated, adding that 
the neglect of  rural areas during 
the BJP’s tenure reflects poorly on 
its governance.

Today’s meeting was orga-
nized under the chairmanship of  
Chander Mohan Sharma, District 
President Jammu Urban JKNC. 
The event commenced with the 
cutting of a cake to mark the New 
Year 2025. In the meeting, Rattan 
Lal Gupta, Provincial President  
JKNC, MLA Gulabgarh Er Khur-
shid, Babu Rampaul  former Min-
ister and Central Zone President, 
Sheikh Bashir Ahmed Provincial 
secretary and other party workers 
were present.

Chander Mohan Sharma greet-
ed the party workers and briefed 
senior functionaries about the 
problems being faced by the people 
of  Jammu due to the anti-people 
policies adopted by the previous 

government.
Rattan Lal Gupta, Provincial 

President of  Jammu and Kash-
mir National Conference (JKNC) 
Jammu, in his address, emphasized 
the importance of  strengthening 
democracy through active partici-
pation in the upcoming polls. He 
highlighted that the JKNC, under 
the leadership of Dr. Farooq Abdul-
lah, has always championed the 
cause of inclusive development and 
grassroots empowerment.

The Provincial President assert-
ed that the programmes like "Back 

to Village" conducted under the 
BJP regime proved as a superficial 
initiative that failed to yield any 
tangible benefits for the people. He 
argued that these programs were 
mere photo-ops and lacked mean-
ingful follow-through, leaving the 
pressing problems of those living 
in remote and rural areas unre-
solved. He highlighted that despite 
repeated assurances, issues such 
as poor road connectivity, lack of  
drinking water, inadequate health-
care facilities, and unreliable elec-
tricity supply continued to plague 

these regions.
Rattan Lal Gupta urged party 

workers to reach out to every voter, 
highlighting JKNC's commitment 
to inclusive development and the 
welfare of all sections of society.

Abdul Gani Malik former minis-
ter and Zonal President Udhampur 
Reasi Zone,   emphasized the need 
to connect with the masses and 
address their concerns effectively. 
"The upcoming elections are an 
opportunity for the people to voice 
their discontent and place their 
trust in a party that has always 
stood for unity, progress, and the 
welfare of all sections of society," 
he said.

MLA Gulabgarh Er Khurshid 
emphasized the Party's unwavering 
commitment to public welfare and 
grassroots development. He high-
lighted the need for unity among 
party cadres to counter the chal-
lenges faced by the people.

Babu Ram, former Minister reit-
erated NC's legacy of inclusive gov-
ernance and dedication to address-

ing the aspirations of every section 
of society. He called for a renewed 
focus on connecting with voters 
to strengthen the party's presence 
across the Union Territory.

Among those who were present 
included: Qazi Jalal Ud Din former 
MLA, Sheikh Bashir Ahmad, Ayub 
Malik, Pardeep Bali, Arif  Mir 
Provincial Secretaries Jammu, 
Satwant Kour Dogra Provincial 
President Women Wing Jammu, 
Abdul Gani Teli Chairman OBC 
Cell, Jugal Mahajan Treasurer, 
Raghbir Singh Manhas District 
President Jammu Rural A, Nar 
Singh President Labour Wing, 
Zaffarullah Rather District Presi-
dent Doda, Abid Magrey District 
President Ramban,  Shabir Sam-
byal District Vice President Jammu 
Urban, Farman Ali, Anoop Sharma  
District Secretaries  Jammu Urban, 
Ashok Kumar Attri Vice President 
Central Zone, Master Aslam, Sand-
esh Shan Secretaries Central Zone, 
Rajesh Bakashi, Pinky Khalsa 
District President Jammu Urban 

Women Wing, Ashwani Charak 
Block President Jammu East, 
S. Parvinder Singh Block Presi-
dent Gandhi Nagar A, S. Gurnam 
Singh Block President Jammu 
West, S. Sandeep Singh Wazir 
Block President Gandhi Nagar B, 
S. Tejinder Singh District Presi-
dent Jammu Urban YNC,  Rakesh 
Sharma District President Jammu 
Rural A YNC, Vivek Gupta, Anju 
Grover Block President Jammu 
East Women wing, Bhadur Lal, 
Dr. Rameshwar,Mohinder Kumar 
Rana Joint Secretary Central 
Zone, Sumita Bhan, Satpal Karlo-
pia former Corporator, Hameed 
Choudhary, Arunpal Singh Work-
ing President NCSU, S.Nirmal 
Singh, Nitish Gowsami Provincial 
Secretary YNC, Dr. Gazala, Ajay 
Kumar, Pryianka, Seema, Sahil 
Kerni, Sahil Chib, Jatinder Singh 
Lucky, Jatinder Kumar District 
President Jammu Rural “B” SC 
Cell, Som Raj Taroch, Parbhat 
Kapai, Karan Singh, S. Harcharan 
Singh, Abhi Jamwal and others.

New Year Celebrations Light Up Kashmir Valley
‘Tourists and locals unite in joyful celebrations amid winter festivities’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir 
Valley welcomed the New 
Year with bright celebra-
tions and festive fervour as 
people from all walks of  life 
welcomed 2025 with joy and 
enthusiasm, including tour-
ists from parts of  India and 
outside.

Across towns and villag-
es, including tourist destina-
tions, the spirit of  renewal 
and hope resonated amid 
cold winter nights.

According to the details 
available with the news 
agency—JKNS the Srinagar 
city saw a notable celebra-
tion devoid of  any tension 
amid as people danced near 

Boulevard Srinagar and 
other parts of  the valley to 
express their Joy.

Beautiful lakes and land-
marks have been illumi-
nated, like the Dal Lake for 
a splendid view of beauty to 
visitors during this festival 
period.

Hotels, restaurants 
and cafes organized pro-
grammes for special menus 

with traditional delicacies 
of  the state, some cultural 
music besides others.

Notably, the tourism 
industry also witnessed a 
boost as visitors from out-
side the region thronged to 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam, and 
other places where resorts 
hosted bonfires and fire-
works to mark the occasion.

Similarly, the people used 

social media to disseminate 
messages of  hope, unity, and 
a brighter future.

“It is a good feeling to 
share this New Year with the 
world and especially being 
in Kashmir, " said Sameer 
Ahmad, a visitor from Delhi. 
He said despite the challeng-
es, celebrations remind us of  
how resilient and beautiful 
Kashmir is,” he said.

Notably, while the festivi-
ties remained joyous, offi-
cials ensured adequate secu-
rity arrangements across the 
valley, and the celebrations 
concluded on a positive note. 
As the valley steps into 2025, 
the mood remains hopeful 
for progress, harmony, and 
opportunities. —(JKNS)

Heavy Snowfall Alert Issued 

for Bandipora: Public Urged 

to Stay Cautious
AADIL ABDULLAH

BANDIPORA: The District 
Disaster Management Authority 
(DDMA), Bandipora, has issued 
a weather advisory following a 
heavy snowfall forecast from Jan-
uary 1 to January 6, as per the 
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), Srinagar.

According to an advisory a 
copy of  which lies with the news 
agency—JKNS residents are 
urged to follow safety guidelines 
and avoid unnecessary travel 
during this period to ensure their 
safety and minimize disruptions 
caused by snowfall.

It reads as, the Deputy 
Commissioner of  Bandipora 
has instructed all concerned 
departments to remain pre-
pared for snow clearance and 
related logistical require-
ments. District and sectoral 
officers have been directed to 
stay stationed at their head-
quarters to provide immediate 
assistance if  needed.

The advisory also reads as 

the emergency Contact num-
bers for assistance during this 
period, the public can reach 
out as District Emergency Con-
trol Room Bandipora: 01957-
225232, 7006526985, 7006630771 
Fire and Emergency Services, 
Bandipora: 01957-225222, 01957-
225320, 6005181577 Police Con-
trol Room, Bandipora: 01957-
225278, 9596767430, SDRF 
Unit, Bandipora: 6005123176, 
PMGSY: 7780924618, 7780911178 
and Mechanical Engineer-
ing Department: Bandipora: 
7780801745, Sumbal: 7006416229, 
Gurez:  6006187048,  R&B/
PWD: Bandipora: 9797726549, 
Sumbal: 8803031946, Gurez: 
7006583262

It also reads as, PHE number 
as: Bandipora: 8899974389, 
Sumbal: 9018479902, Gurez: 
6006327798 and PDD: Bandipora: 
7006844763, Sumbal: 9596369806 
and Gurez: 7006844763 while resi-
dents are advised to stay updated 
on weather conditions and coop-
erate with authorities to ensure 
public safety. —(JKNS)

Syed Mohamamd Altaf Bukhari 
stresses need to protect 
agricultural land in the valley

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Stressing the importance of protecting 
agricultural and horticultural land in Kashmir, Apni 
Party President Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari stated 
that the valley has already lost a large portion of this 
land to the construction of houses, commercial build-
ings, and urbanization, causing irreparable damage.

He called on the government to engage with the 
experts, the stakeholders, and conduct a thorough 
assessment of the potential loss of land before pro-
ceeding with large developmental projects in the 
valley.

In his statement issued here, Syed Mohammad Altaf 
Bukhari said, “Agriculture and allied sectors, besides 
providing employment to a large section of the popu-
lation, contribute significantly to J&K's GDP. However, 
unfortunately, we are rapidly losing land to urbaniza-
tion and building constructions. Significant damage 
has already been done in this regard. Therefore, it is 
imperative that we remain highly vigilant in protecting 
farmland and orchards.”

“The government must take the opinions of experts 
and stakeholders into consideration and conduct a thor-
ough assessment of the potential loss of land before 
proceeding with large developmental projects, includ-
ing the proposed Pahalgam rail project, the proposed 
NIT campus in Newa Pulwama, and the construction of 
satellite colonies along the Ring Road. In all these proj-
ects, the valley could potentially lose a significant por-
tion of fertile farmland and orchards, leaving affected 
people grappling with permanent losses and creating 
devastating consequences,” he added.
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JKHARA Delegation Led by President 
Babar Chowdhary Meets CS Atal Dulloo  
Calls for immediate Reforms to revolutionize tourism sector raised in the meeting

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A high-level 
delegation of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Hotels and 
Restaurants Association 
(JKHARA), led by its Pres-
ident Babar Chowdhary, 
held a pivotal meeting 
with Chief  Secretary Atal 
Dulloo at the Civil Secre-
tariat in Srinagar. The dis-
cussion centered on urgent 
issues and reforms needed 
to rejuvenate the hotel and 
restaurant industry in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The delegation, com-
prising Senior Vice Presi-
dent Dr. Lateef  Ahmad 
Lone, Junior Vice Presi-
dent Sheikh Imran, Sec-
retary General Ayesha 
Saleem and Joint Secretary 
Mohammad Shafi Beigh, 
presented a comprehensive 
agenda for the tourism sec-
tor’s revival.

President Babar Chow-
dhary stressed the impor-
tance of  reinstating the 
industrial status for the 
tourism sector to allow 
hotels and restaurants to 
benefit from subsidized 
power tariffs. He also 
advocated for the revival 
of  financial benefits under 
the 2018-19 scheme, which 
would strengthen the 
sector and drive its growth.

Chowdhary called for 
streamlined procedures to 
ease operations for exist-
ing businesses, attract new 
investments, and create 
employment opportunities 
for J&K’s youth.

The delegation wel-
comed the J&K Bank’s 
One-Time Settlement 

(OTS) scheme for NPA 
account holders but 
requested an extension 
of  the repayment tenure 
from three months to two 
years. Additionally, it was 
suggested that the cur-
rent OTS scheme, which 
is presently capped at ₹5 
crore, should be expanded 
to include accounts up to 
₹15 crore.

A proposal to extend 
leases for hotels, restau-
rants, and guest houses 
was also made, along with 
a suggestion to set up 
modern tent accommoda-
tions to cater to the antici-
pated growth in tourism 
due to new train services.

Babar Chowdhary urged 
the J&K government to 
construct additional public 
washrooms at tourist desti-
nation sites.

Senior Vice President 
Dr. Lateef  Ahmad Lone 
highlighted challenges 
faced by older hotels, res-

taurants and guest house 
establishments, urging 
easier registration renew-
als based on previous 
rules. He also emphasized 
the need for clarity in 
obtaining No Objection 
Certificates (NOCs) from 
departments like LCMA 
and Tourism department.

 Dr. Lone stressed the 
importance of  stream-
lining these processes to 
promote hassle-free opera-
tions and support the hos-
pitality sector's growth. He 
called for a collaborative 
approach between stake-
holders and authorities to 
address these long-stand-
ing issues effectively.

Junior Vice President 
Sheikh Imran has called 
for significant reforms 
in the registration and 
renewal processes for the 
J&K tourism industry, 
highlighting the pressing 
challenges faced by hote-
liers and restaurants. He 

proposed extending the 
validity of  registration 
certificates to a minimum 
of  10 years, similar like 
to passports and driving 
licenses.. This will reduce 
the burden and ensure a 
more efficient operational 
environment for the hospi-
tality sector.

Imran further empha-
sized the need to stream-
line the renewal process 
by eliminating redundant 
requirements, such as 
obtaining No Objection 
Certificates (NOCs) and 
undertaking affidavits 
from judicial magistrates 
annually. These repetitive 
and often cumbersome 
procedures, he noted, add 
unnecessary delays and 
financial strain on hotel 
and restaurant owners, 
many of  whom are already 
grappling with the eco-
nomic impact and natural 
calamities in the region.

He also pointed out 

that these reforms are 
essential to boost inves-
tor confidence and create 
a conducive environment 
for the growth of  tourism 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Simplifying regulatory 
frameworks.

Imran called upon poli-
cymakers to engage in 
meaningful dialogue with 
stakeholders and intro-
duce reforms that reflect 
the ground realities of  the 
industry.

Secretary General 
Ayesha Saleem advocated 
for renovating old budget 
hotels and guest houses 
in Srinagar’s Civil Lines 
and Downtown areas. She 
emphasized the need to 
permit tent facilities at 
tourist spots to cater to 
budget travellers in the 
region.

Joint Secretary Moham-
mad Shafi Beigh raised 
concerns about the steep 
hike in sanitation fees 
imposed by the Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC). He called for a ratio-
nalized and affordable fee 
structure.

Chief  Secretary Atal 
Dulloo assured the delega-
tion that their concerns 
and suggestions would be 
addressed. He expressed 
his commitment to resolv-
ing grievances and prom-
ised to evaluate the pro-
posed reforms for the tour-
ism and hospitality sector.

The JKHARA delega-
tion extended their grati-
tude to the Chief  Secretary 
for his time and attention, 
particularly during the 
challenging winter season.

PDP Criticizes NC 

Government for Ignoring 

Key Historical Holidays

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  The Peo-
ple's Democratic Party 
(PDP) has criticized the 
National Conference (NC) 
government for its fail-
ure to restore holidays 
commemorating Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah and 
the martyrs of  July 13, call-
ing it a disregard for Kash-
mir’s historical legacy.

PDP General Secretary 
Khurshid Alam expressed 
his disappointment with 
the NC government, stat-
ing that despite enjoying a 
huge mandate, the party has 
neglected an essential aspect 
of  the valley’s history.

Speaking on New Year's 
Day, Alam highlighted the 

importance of  remember-
ing the sacrifices of  the 
martyrs of  July 13, who 
hold a significant place in 
the hearts of  Kashmiris. 
“The people of  Kashmir 
still remember the mar-
tyrs of  July 13 by heart, 
but unfortunately, the NC 
government has failed to 
make efforts to restore 
the holidays for Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah and 
July 13,” he said.

Reaffirming the PDP's 
commitment,  Alam 
stressed that his party 
stands firmly in uphold-
ing the values and legacy 
of  Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah and those who 
laid down their lives for the 
cause of  Kashmir. (KNS)

“Wishing all of 
you a happy and 
peaceful 2025” : 
CM Omar Abdullah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister 
Omar Abdullah Expressed 
his desire for a smoother 
and more favourable year 
ahead.

In a post on X, CM 
wrote, “Jammu and Kash-
mir 2024 has been one hell 
of  a year, when it was good 
it was amazing & when it 
was bad it really sucked. 
2025 please go easier on 
my poor heart.”

“Here’s wishing all 
of  you a happy, peace-
ful & healthy 2025. May 
the flames of  this bonfire 
fill your lives with the 
warmth of  love & happi-
ness.” he added. (KNS) 

160-bedded state-of-the-art orthopaedic block at B&J hospital completed: CEO ERA
‘Tenders to be floated soon for additional Gynae block at LD Hospital’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Jammu and 
Kashmir Economic Reconstruc-
tion Agency (ERA), Jhelum 
Tawi Flood Recovery Project 
(JTFRP), Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad, on Tuesday said that the 
additional block comprising 160 
beds at Bone and Joint (B&J) 
Hospital in Barzulla, Srinagar, 
has been completed, and the 
trial run of  the new facility is 
presently underway.

Chairing a meeting to review 
the progress of  the World Bank-
funded Jhelum Tawi Flood 
Recovery Project (JTFRP), 
CEO highlighted the advanced 
features of  the new Orthopae-
dic hospital block, which has 

been constructed using modern 
earthquake-resilient technol-
ogy.

The state-of-the-art building 
includes modular operation 
theatres, a laminar flow system, 
a Theatre Sterile Supply Unit 
(TSSU), Intensive Care Units 
(ICU), pre- and postoperative 
care wards, a Central Sterile 
Supply Department (CSSD), 
specialized laundry facilities, 
a pneumatic tube system, and 
a waste collection system. 
Additionally, the building has 
received certification from the 
India Green Building Council 
(IGBC) and features a biomedi-
cal waste management facility.

CEO Asad emphasized that 
the completion of  this facility 
marks a significant milestone 

in enhancing healthcare infra-
structure in the region, provid-
ing advanced medical services 
and ensuring better patient 
care.

“The use of  earthquake-
resilient technology ensures 
the safety and stability of  the 
hospital, making it a robust 
addition to the healthcare facili-
ties in Srinagar,” he said.

The CEO directed the Chief  
Engineer, R&B, which is the 
Project Implementation Unit 
(PIU) for this prestigious health 
sector project, to expedite the 
tendering process for crucial 
health sector projects under the 
World Bank-funded JTFRP and 
ensure their completion as per 
the agreed timelines.

Aijaz Asad also informed 

that tenders will soon be floated 
for the construction of  an addi-
tional Gynae block at Lal Ded 
Hospital. He added that the bid 
document for the new block has 
been updated in line with the 
inputs provided by concerned 
stakeholders and submitted to 
the World Bank for approval. 
Once approved, the project will 
be tendered.

CEO ERA stated that the new 
block at Lal Ded Hospital will 
address critical infrastructural 
needs for maternal and child 
care. It will also feature a dedi-
cated oncology care section, 
equipped with a modern air 
conditioning system and state-
of-the-art healthcare architec-
ture and equipment.

Er. Sajad Naqeeb, Chief  Engi-

neer, R&B (Central), reported 
that the work on the Bone and 
Joint Hospital project has been 
completed, and the process of  
handing over the new building 
to hospital authorities has been 
initiated.

The Medical Superinten-
dent of  Bone and Joint Hospi-
tal noted that the trial run for 
the new building is underway, 
with an examination recently 
conducted in the facility. He 
commended JKERA, the World 
Bank, and PIU (PWD) for com-
pleting the project.

Er. Susheel Kumar, Direc-
tor Technical, JTFRP, provided 
updates on the construction 
of  the Emergency Operations 
Centre (EOC) at Ompura, 
noting that work on the dormi-

tory building is nearing comple-
tion and will soon be handed 
over to the concerned depart-
ment.

He also informed that ten-
ders for the balance work on 
one of  the four bridges in North 
Kashmir have been issued, 
while tenders for the remain-
ing three bridges will be floated 
shortly.

The Executive Engineer, 
PWD (R&B) South, stated 
that the superstructure of  the 
Rohmoo Bridge has been sub-
stantially completed, except 
for bituminous works, which 
will be taken up in the next 
working season. Fabrication 
work on the Trenz Bridge is 
also underway.

Officers from Srinagar 

Municipal Corporation (SMC) 
informed that work on upgrad-
ing 49 dewatering stations in 
Srinagar is at an advanced 
stage, with 45 stations com-
pleted and work ongoing on 
the remaining ones. CEO ERA 
directed SMC officers to expe-
dite the work and ensure its 
earliest completion.

Officers from JKMSCL 
reported that 44 additional criti-
cal care ambulances have been 
procured under the project.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Dr. Sajad Wani, Chief  
Accounts Officer, and senior 
officers from SMC, PWD (R&B), 
Industries and Commerce, 
JKMSCL, Health and Medical 
Education, JKERA, and JTFRP.
(KNS)

Chief Justice visits Muskan ‘Home for 
Children’ at Channi Rama; reviews facilities

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JA M M U :  A i m i n g 
enhanced care and pro-
tection of  children resid-
ing in various Child Care 
Institutions across the 
Union Territories of  J&K 
and Ladakh, Chief  Justice, 
High Court of  J&K and 
Ladakh and Patron-in-
Chief, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, Tashi Rabstan, 
accompanied by Amit 
Kumar Gupta, Member 
Secretary, J&K Legal 
Services Authority and 
Ansuya Jamwal, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC), Jammu, who also 
serves as Executive Sec-
retary, District Red Cross 
Society, Jammu, today 
visited Muskan, Home for 
Children at Channi Rama, 
Jammu.

During the visit, the 
Chief  Justice interacted 
with the children and dis-
tributed sweets and gifts 
among them. This inter-

action provided an oppor-
tunity to understand the 
children's living conditions 
and their specific needs.

The Chief  Justice Tashi 
interacted with the staff  
members of  the Children 
Home and issued directions 
for enhancing the ameni-
ties and facilities being 
provided to the inmates. 
He emphasised the impor-
tance of  a supportive and 
nurturing environment for 
holistic development of  the 
children.

The ADC Jammu 
assured the Chief  Justice 
that the suggestions for 
improvement would be 
implemented promptly. 
She highlighted the cur-
rent facilities being provid-
ed at the Children Home, 
which included regular 
medical check-ups, special 
education classes facilitat-
ed under Samagra Shik-
sha initiative and physical 
and motor development 
activities organised by the 

Composite Regional Centre 
(CRC), Jammu. Addition-
ally, weekly visits by phys-
iotherapists and psycholo-
gists are being conducted 
to ensure the mental and 
physical well-being of  chil-
dren, reflecting a compre-
hensive approach towards 
their care and develop-
ment.

The Chief  Justice appre-
ciated the efforts of  the 
administration and staff  
in ensuring welfare of  the 
children. He commended 
their commitment for 
addressing any shortcom-
ings and called for contin-
ued efforts to uphold the 
dignity and rights of  the 
children residing there.

This visit underscores 
the commitment of  the 
judiciary and the J&K 
Legal Services Authority 
to safeguard the welfare 
of  vulnerable sections of  
the society and ensure that 
their needs are met with 
compassion and care.

Comtech Group Unveils 2025 
Calendars and Diaries at 
Grand Launch Ceremony

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Comtech 
Group, a prominent leader 
renowned for its innova-
tion and excellence, recent-
ly celebrated the launch 
of  its 2025 calendars and 
diaries during an impres-
sive ceremony. The event, 
attended by esteemed dig-
nitaries and guests, exem-
plified the company’s com-
mitment to fostering cre-
ativity and quality in all its 
endeavours.

The ceremony was hon-
oured by the presence of  
Dr. Sajjad Shafi, MLA Uri, 
who served as the Guest 
of  Honour. His participa-
tion added prestige to the 
occasion, highlighting the 
significance of  community 
collaboration and corpo-
rate responsibility. Dr. 
Sajjad Shafi commended 
Comtech Group for its 
dedication in providing 
Employment in the UT of  
Jammu and Kashmir

Sheikh Imtiaz Ahmad, 
the visionary CEO of  

Comtech Group, presided 
over the launch, empha-
sizing the company's mis-
sion to continually push 
the boundaries of  design 
and functionality. In his 
address, he shared insights 
into the creative process 
behind the 2025 calendars 
and diaries, highlighting 
the meticulous attention 
to detail and the collab-
orative efforts of  the team. 
On this occasion MD Com-
tech group Sheikh Imtiaz 
Ahmed. Bureau chief  daily 
Excelsior Newspaper Fayaz 
Bukhari and other digni-
taries were also present

The launch event saw 
enthusiastic participation 
from employees, partners, 
and stakeholders, all of  
whom applauded Comtech 
Group’s efforts in establish-
ing high standards within 
the industry. This initiative 
aligns with the company’s 
overarching vision of  deliv-
ering excellence while cul-
tivating meaningful rela-
tionships with its custom-
ers and the community.

Police solves extortion case in Srinagar; 
03 accused persons arrested

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR :  In a signifi-
cant achievement, Police in 
Srinagar have solved a case 
of  extortion and physical 
assault with the arrest of  
three individuals involved 
in the commission of  crime.

On 23/12/2024, an indi-
vidual namely Gh Mohi-
uddin son of  Gh Hassan 
Sheikh resident of  Fir-
dous Abad Batamaloo, 
approached PS Maisuma 
in an injured condition 
and submitted a written 
complaint stating therein 
that on 21st/22nd Decem-
ber, at around 0200 hours, 
while he was enroute to 

Budshah Chowk for sani-
tation work, he was wrong-
fully restrained by a group 
of  assailants. The miscre-
ants physically assaulted 
him and forcibly took some 
cash from his wallet before 
fleeing the scene.

Accordingly, a case vide 
FIR No. 30/2024 under rel-
evant sections of  law was 
registered in PS Maisuma 
and investigation initiated.

Through meticulous 
efforts, including analy-
sis of  CCTV footage and 
other technical evidence, 
the investigating team 
arrested the individuals 
involved in the commission 
of  crime. They have been 

identified as Ishfaq Ahmad 
Dar @Ish Mut son of  Khur-
sheed Ahmad Dar resident 
of  Nishat Khaki Mohalla, 
Srinagar, Tahir Ahmad 
Mir @90, son of  Sonaullah 
Mir resident of  Bangladesh 
Colony Rainawari, A/P 
Palpora Noorbagh, Sri-
nagar and Arsalan Mush-
taq Wandroo @Karihul, 
son of  Mushtaq Ahmad 
resident of  Hasibath Rain-
awari, Srinagar.

The timely and effective 
response from J&K Police 
underscores their commit-
ment to maintaining law 
and order in the region and 
ensuring the safety and 
security of  the public.(KNS)

ACB J&K Adopts E-Challan System 

to Boost Transparency
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
is taking a significant step 
towards enhancing trans-
parency and efficiency in its 
operations by transitioning 
to a fully electronic challan 
system.

In a statement issued here 
to news agency JKNS reads, 
Effective January 1st, 2025, 
all ACB branches will discon-
tinue the use of  manual reg-
istration of  FIRs and submit 
their respective challan elec-

tronically through the Crime 
& Criminal Tracking Net-
work and System (CCTNS).

This initiative aims to 
streamline the challan filing 
process, improve record-
keeping, and facilitate faster 
case management. All Inves-
tigating Officers (IOs) within 
the ACB will be required to 
submit specific forms within 
the CCTNS system for each 
case challan, it reads.

To facilitate this transi-
tion, CCTNS labs have been 
established in all eight ACB 
police stations across Jammu 
and Kashmir. Additionally, 

18 officials have undergone 
training to ensure smooth 
operation of  the CCTNS plat-
form. Supervisory officers 
are instructed to withhold 
approval of  any challan until 
all necessary information is 
entered into the CCTNS.

Statement further reads, 
ACB J&K is committed to 
leveraging technology for 
improved efficiency and 
transparency in its fight 
against corruption. This 
transition to the CCTNS 
system marks a significant 
step towards achieving these 
goals. (JKNS)

DC reviews implementation of 
Swachh Bharat Mission in Kishtwar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Rajesh 
Kumar Shavan on Wednes-
day conducted a com-
prehensive review of  the 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(SBM) implementation in 
the district while chairing a 
multi department meeting.

The Chief Executive Offi-
cer Kishtwar Development 
Authority, ACD and Execu-
tive Engineer PWD were 
directed to install male and 
female toilets, benches, and 
a kiosk near the FCI Store 
in Kuleed under the Town 
Beautification initiative.

Additionally, the DC dis-
cussed the action plan for 

maintaining clean, hygienic 
and plastic-free conditions in 
townships and rural areas. 
He directed the EO Munici-
pality, NHIDCL, GREF, and 
Rural Development Depart-
ment to carry out the imme-
diate desilting of  drains in 
the town and surrounding 
areas, stressing the need 
for a modular and proactive 
approach while encouraging 
full community cooperation 
in rural areas.

The ACD and Munici-
pality authorities were 
instructed to submit a list 
of  both functional and non-
functional toilets along 
with a list of  Non-Func-
tioning Street lights both in 
the towns and rural areas.

NHIDCL was directed 
to inspect the working of  
streetlights from Hasti 
to Malipeth and repair 
any non-functional units. 
Furthermore, they were 
instructed to construct 
drains from Thathri to 
Sinthan Top to prevent 
water stagnation on roads, 
while GREF was instructed 
to construct drains from 
Kuleed to Sansari Nallah.

The DC also emphasized 
the aesthetic beautifica-
tion of  public spaces and 
key crossings across the 
district, such as Hidyal 
Chowk, Viewpoint Malip-
eth and Bindraban. The 
meeting decided to create 
Selfie points at these sites.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Snowfall 
prediction

G
hulam Ali Majboor, the first choice satirist of 
the 90s Doordarshan Srinagar and All India 
Radio's Srinagar station, while criticising the 
official version of shock and awe at 'sudden 

snowfall' had once famously remarked that the 
snowfall in winter never comes with an invitation 
card ahead of schedule, it is always sudden and 
can occur anytime. Winter in Kashmir is indeeed 
the season of snowfall, it falls when it has to 
fall. The first snowfall of the season was quite 
emblematic of this fact.. The snowfall occurred 
suddenly and it enveloped the whole valley in 
white blanket. 
In the aftermath of the snowfall what followed 
were the two glorious and diametrically oppo-
site versions of the same incident - one was the 
tourists enjoying in Gulmarg, Dodhpathri and 
Pahalgam and the other was of remote areas 
of almost all districts where the snow was not 
removed from the roads for days together. In the 
capital city there are always the posh colonies, 
VIP areas and the main thoroughfares where 
the snowfall is often removed at first instance. 
And at the same time there are areas where the 
administration's snow clearing machines take 
days to reach. The same is true of almost all 
other districts of the valley. While the snow is 
removed from the district headquarters and the 
major district roads the villages to the periph-
ery and deep into hinterland are left to fend 
for themselves. There are reports pouring in 
numerous areas of scute loadshedding post 
snowfall. Even within Srinagar there are dozens 
of areas where the already published schedule 
is not adhered to in letter and spirit. The same 
can be said of adjacent Budgam, Pulwama, Gan-
derbal and Baramulla districts. 
Now let us come to the recent prediction of 
back to back spells of snowfall in the first and 
initial days of the second week of January, 
2025. Looks like nature wants to show its true 
colours to us right in the first week of January. 
Well, all in fairness as the snowfall now on the 
hilltops would be immensely beneficial for 
the agricultural sector in the summer months. 
However, in the immediate aftermath of this 
snowfall the problems faced by the people 
are immense and we can ill afford to lose sight 
of the deficit in the quality of administration 
exhibited by the administration. 
Now that the official weather sources have 
predicted massive snowfall for the coming five 
to six days we hope the administration takes a 
cue from that and is prepared in advance. For 
this time, unlike the first time, the snowfall is 
indeed coming with an official  'invitation card' 
in hand ahead of the schedule!

Social Media – Boon Or A Curse?

SAHIL MANZOOR BHATTI

Every human first should 
be civilized and have 
the basic knowledge of 

how he or she may communi-
cate her thoughts with others 
in a very impressive way. The 
whole world is heading towards 
other planets where there is no 
sign of life, and there is no com-
ponent that supports life like 
water, air, trees, fertile land, or 
feasible temperature. Humans 
have great hope that there is 
nothing impossible on this 
earth, and humans are utterly 
capable of making impossible 
things possible. When we have 
little things to do, most of our 
kinsfolk encourage us, stating 
that this is not rocket science 
and that we can do it.

We are encouraging our 
youth, all age groups, keeping 
no gender bias. We are civilized 
in our country; every individu-
al can participate at any level 
in any field. The sky's the limit 
for every individual living in 
the country. There are people 
in our country who are relent-
lessly making their efforts to 
make impossible things pos-
sible for the sake of humanity 
and for the upliftment of his or 
her nation. Great people never 
keep in their minds, like their 
nation, kins, and great people 
always do the great things 
for the whole of humanity. 
A human is one who always 
prioritizes the welfare of all 
humanity and fights for the 
whole of humanity. Develop-
ment is certain for any nation, 
and every individual has a 
responsibility to take part in 
and know what is happening 
in the nation.

Today in this article I am 
going to share my opinion 
regarding why the social media 
platform is promoting what it 
should not be promoting. I have 
mentioned in the article that 
the world has immense goals 
for the development of great 
ideas and innovations and 
inventions for the welfare of all 
of humanity. Means every indi-
vidual must be part of every 

bit of what is happening in 
the world or in the nation and 
encouraging the people who 
are consuming their energy to 
have only one cause to benefit 

the whole humanity and take 
the nation into new heights, 
and at the same time there are 
people with dignified degrees 
sitting idle, blaming their fate, 
blaming the system, and spoil-
ing the country's dignity.

Intelligent is not one who is 
scoring 100 out of 100; intelli-
gent is one who is the hope of 
thousands of people. Intelligent 
people always find a way out 
from the people who are strug-
gling, who have no hope for 
their future, who are hopeless.

On social media, people can 
do any stuff for a million views 
and can do any stupid thing for 
getting viral. Stupid people do 
stupid stuff like using abusive 
language and promoting stupid 
things. When we have goals to 
make Mars our home, we have 
to be vigilant, smart, and hope-

ful; our body language should 
be sound in all respects.

Kashmir is known as 
Resh Waer, which means 
the valley of Sufi saints. Sufi 

saints spread the knowledge of 
prophet Muhammad (saw), and 
they were concerned regard-
ing all humanity; they were 
concerned regarding conflicts 
on the basis of religious facts. 
They spread the knowledge 
of peace and give the whole 
humanity a message of broth-
erhood. And there are people 
who are spoiling the taste of 
language in Kashmir using 
abusive language and sharing 
it on social media platforms.

Social media is beneficial 
in several ways and is a great 
platform, and we can use it; we 
can share our thoughts. In the 
early days there were people 
who had talent, but they did not 
get any platform to show her or 
his talent, like poetry, singing, 
drawing, mimicry, and their 
talent never came out.

Today every individual has 
a chance to create a channel or 
account on social media and 
share his or her great thoughts 
and what he or she is having for 

the upliftment of the whole of 
humanity, and every individu-
al must have the pain of people 
who are suffering by this and 
that way. Every account holder 
on social media has a respon-
sibility to condemn the stupid 
stuff and stop sharing such 
useless content. We should not 
share stupid videos containing 
abusive, curt words as we are 
experiencing today.

Social media plays an 
important role in today's 
world; people are connecting 
with each other globally and 
sharing each other's thoughts 
and opinions. Social media 
brought into our concern the 
culture, heritage, develop-
mental aspects, educational 
progress, economic strength, 
literacy rate, and several other 
aspects of any country, and we 

came to know better, developed 
and economically sound is our 
country too. Social media is 
well aware of what we upload; 
well-known, dignified people 
are there who notice and 
experience our behaviour 
and know how much we are 
in water. Most importantly, 
everyone among the country 
is so we have to be aware that 
we should never place abusive, 
irrelevant, curt, and hurtful 
comments on anyone's content. 
If you think of any content, you 
are able to see in feedback, 
never judge one's potential 
without having prior knowl-
edge related to any subject.

Social media platforms like 
Facebook, YouTube, TikTok, 
Instagram, and WhatsApp are 
getting great fame and charm 
after every passing day. These 
days, every individual has 
come to know how to operate 
such platforms with adequate 
security and privacy.  Actually, 
sports activities are emerging 
in the Kashmir Valley. Most 
of the youth and children are 
attracted to such activities as 
cricket, soccer, gym, etc.

This is a great thing that 
our beloved youth are rush-
ing towards sports activities 
and not after drugs. As we are 
well aware, drugs are spoil-
ing the careers and futures of 
our youth. So, we have to pro-
vide what they need to engage 
in sports activities, and we 
should encourage them by 
giving them awards, time, and 
some assistance like money, 
uniforms, and equipment, and 
the government administra-
tion has a great responsibility 
to provide sophisticated sports 
stadiums at every panchayat 
level in rural areas and in 
urban areas as well.

Today, videos are getting 
attention where our youth 
are using abusive words with 
their counterparts and shar-
ing them on social media plat-
forms. Such activities should 
be stopped, and I hope your 
talent will pay attention and 
you will get a reward. Disci-
pline itself has great scope in 
any field.

(The author Sahil Manzoor 
can be reached at sahilman-

zoor0401@gmail.com . The 
views expressed in the write up 
are author’s own and do not in 

any way corroborate with the 
views of the publication)

A Mother's Blind Love
The Consequences of Irresponsible Parenting

SYED MAJID GILANI

Growing up, I was fortu-
nate to be surrounded 
by a close-knit commu-

nity of family, neighbors, and 
relatives who deeply valued 
the art of storytelling. These 
tales, rich with lessons, guided 
us in shaping our morals and 
ethics. Among the storytellers 
was my grandmother, the late 
Syeda Sakina Gilani, whose 
wisdom and life experiences 
left an indelible mark on me. 
An educated woman of great 
moral principle, she not only 
shared valuable insights but 
lived by the values she impart-
ed. What made her stories even 
more special was that she 
reserved them for our family, 
making them personal and 
deeply meaningful.

One of her stories, in partic-
ular, stands out as a haunting 
reminder of how unchecked 
indulgence and misguided love 
can lead to devastating conse-
quences. In a quiet village, a 
woman lived with her hus-
band and their only son. The 
husband worked tirelessly, 
often traveling long distances 
to provide for his family, while 
the wife’s toxic behavior subtly 
pushed him further away from 
home. She created an unbear-
able environment, compelling 
him to spend most of his time 
working in distant places. 
Despite his efforts to provide, 

the wife took sole control of the 
household, regarding their son 
as the center of her world, lav-
ishing him with her undivided 
affection and attention. In her 
eyes, the son was her posses-
sion, while the husband was 
merely a provider, denied any 
meaningful role in their child’s 
life.

As the boy began attending 
a local school, his behavior 
began to show signs of trouble. 
He had learned these disrup-
tive and irregular behaviors 
directly from his mother, who 
deliberately taught him to act 
in ways that went against the 
norms. This saddened and 
troubled his noble, innocent 
father, who had always strived 
to raise him with integrity and 
discipline. One day, he brought 
home an extra pencil and con-
fessed to his mother that he had 
taken it from a classmate’s bag 
without permission. Rather 
than correcting him or explain-
ing the gravity of stealing, his 
mother dismissed the incident 
with silence. This small but 
significant moment marked 
the beginning of a path that 
would lead to ruin.

Not long after, the boy got 
into a fight with a classmate 
and was summoned to the 
principal’s office. When his 
mother was called to address 
the situation, she shockingly 
defended her son, arguing that 
the classmate had provoked 
him. Instead of holding him 
accountable, she justified his 
actions, inadvertently encour-
aging his behavior. The boy 
began to perceive his mother’s 
defense as approval, and his 
misdeeds grew bolder with 
time.

As the years passed, the 

boy’s actions became increas-
ingly troubling. One day, he 
was caught smoking by his 
classmates, who reported 
him to the school authorities. 
Hoping to prevent him from 
developing a harmful habit, 
the school called his mother to 
discuss the matter. Yet again, 

she dismissed the issue, claim-
ing that smoking was insignif-
icant compared to the worse 
habits others of his age were 
indulging in, such as gambling 
and committing more serious 
offenses. Her normalization of 
his behavior only reinforced 
his belief that he could act 
without consequence.

By the time he was a teen-
ager, the boy had dropped 
out of school and turned to 
theft. Under his mother’s tacit 
approval, he became skilled at 
robbery, often targeting homes 
in the village. Meanwhile, his 

father, now too old to travel for 
work, stayed home to manage 
local business. He was horri-
fied to see his son’s wayward 
path but found himself power-
less to reverse the damage.

The turning point came 
one fateful night when the 
boy, during a robbery, was 

confronted by a homeowner. 
A scuffle ensued, and the boy 
ended up killing the man. The 
authorities swiftly arrested 
him, and he was sentenced 
to death by hanging. As per 
custom, the condemned man 
was granted a final wish. To 
everyone’s shock, he request-
ed that his mother be hanged 
alongside him.

When the King, perplexed by 
this request, asked the boy to 
explain, he recounted the story 
of his downfall. He described 
how his mother’s silence and 
justification during his child-

hood incidents—starting with 
the stolen pencil—had planted 
the seeds of his destructive 
behavior. He blamed her for 
normalizing his misdeeds and 
undermining his disciplined 
father’s attempts to instill dis-
cipline. He spoke of how her 
refusal to correct him had 
emboldened him, ultimately 
leading him down a path of 
crime and destruction.

Overcome with grief, the 
mother realized the gravity of 
her mistakes. Her misplaced 
love, coupled with her failure 
to set boundaries, had cost 
her son his life and destroyed 
her family. The King, bound 
by tradition, granted the son’s 
wish. As the mother and son 
stood together on the gallows, 
the son’s final words served as 
a chilling reminder of the con-
sequences of unchecked indul-
gence and a lack of account-
ability.

This tale, passed down 
through generations, remains 
a powerful lesson about the 
importance of responsible 
parenting and the dangers of 
enabling destructive behav-
ior. My grandmother would 
often conclude this story with 
a reminder that love, while 
essential, must be balanced 
with discipline and account-
ability. It is through this bal-
ance that we guide the younger 
generation to become respon-
sible and compassionate indi-
viduals, capable of building a 
harmonious society.

(Syed Majid Gilani is a 
writer and serves as a GST 

Inspector for the Government 
of Jammu & Kashmir. 

He can be reached at 
syedmajid6676@gmail.com. )
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RAYEES AHMAD KUMAR

I said goodbye to some people in 2024 who left when I needed them, 
giving me the strength to pursue dreams that, despite being difficult to 
unpack, were worthwhile, highlighting the benefits these hardships would 
eventually bring, and enabling me to become emotionally independent.

THANK-YOU 2024
MY YEAR OF LEARNING

Snowfall In Valley
A Winter Wonderland

MUZAMIL ARIF

2024-WAS THE YEAR!

The year I made the diffi-
cult choices and followed 
through, found accep-

tance in my imperfections, and 
regained my courage. In 2024, I 
made the decision to start afresh. 
I was able to pull myself  out of  
the depths of  hell, feel the sun on 
my skin again, learn that I had 
recovered from the snake bite I 
had sustained so long ago, and 
emerge from behind that shield 
of  protection.

I was able to follow my aspi-
rations, overcome my anxieties, 
laugh in the face of  self-sabotage, 

and realise that I had been dam-
aged for years. I also learned that 
there was more to me than surviv-
al mode, and I was able to regain 
my independence in 2024.

I said goodbye to some people 
in 2024 who left when I needed 
them, giving me the strength to 
pursue dreams that, despite being 
difficult to unpack, were worth-
while, highlighting the benefits 
these hardships would eventually 
bring, and enabling me to become 
emotionally independent.

In 2024, I encountered situa-
tions I never would have imagined 
surviving, endured the worst of  
my anxieties, filled a torrent with 
tears, prayed for kindness from 
the universe, and was successful.

In 2024, I learned that even 
after those depressing evenings 
when I thought I couldn't go on, 
the sun would still beam down on 
me the following day, removing 
the chill from my veins, wiping 
away my tears, and easing my 
pain, dancing through the chaos 
and destroying my anxieties, and 
proving to me that I could con-
tinue after all.

2024 was a year filled with 
devastating heartbreaks that I 
didn't deserve, but I also learned 
to toughen a soft shoulder blade, 
sharpen my moral compass, make 
the most difficult decisions of  my 
life, work toward closure, close 
doors that have been open for far 
too long, and accept that what 

will be.
The year was 2024! The year I 

faced obstacles, brick walls, and 
curveballs while pursuing inde-
pendence. When I faltered, I got 
back up again; when I was about 
to give up, I clung to it. I finally 
realised this year that I already 
have all I needed within myself.

I regained my life, strength, 
and courage in 2024; it was the 
year where I reclaimed myself

•GOOD BYE 2024 WELCOME 
2025 A NEW BEGINNING•

(Muzamil Arif  is a Kash-
mir based thinker. The views 

expressed in the write up are his 
personal views)

India’s Diplomatic 
Milestones: 

A Landmark Year in 2024
India’s diplomacy in 2024 show-

cased the nation’s growing 
influence and strategic lead-

ership on the global stage. Under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
leadership, India has solidified its 
position as a proactive, compas-
sionate, and purposeful global 
player. From groundbreaking 
agreements to historic visits, here 
are the key highlights of  India’s 
diplomatic achievements in 2024:

Strengthening Global 
Partnerships

India’s ability to engage with 
world leaders on equal footing was 
evident during the 75th Republic 
Day celebrations, which featured 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron as the chief  guest. This fol-
lowed PM Modi’s attendance at Bas-
tille Day in France, reflecting deep-
ening ties between the two nations.

Advocacy for Indian Nationals
A significant diplomatic vic-

tory was the release of  eight 
Indian Navy veterans from Qatar, 
achieved through PM Modi’s 
direct intervention. This mile-
stone underscored India’s com-
mitment to protecting its citizens 
abroad and marked a shift from its 
historically passive stance.

Resolving Long-Standing Issues
India’s strategic completion 

of  the Shahpur Kandi Barrage 
on the Ravi River halted excess 
water flow to Pakistan, assert-
ing its rights under the Indus 
Water Treaty. This move not 
only addressed national security 
concerns but also promised agri-
cultural benefits for Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Peacemaking and Conflict 
Resolution

India’s balanced approach to 
the Russia-Ukraine war positioned 
it as a potential mediator. PM Modi 
engaged in direct discussions with 
leaders from both nations, empha-
sizing the need for peace talks and 
offering India’s support in restor-
ing stability.

Leadership in Global Forums

India hosted the third Voice of  
Global South Summit, strengthen-
ing ties with developing nations. 
At the G7 Summit in Italy, PM 
Modi’s participation highlighted 
India’s growing stature as a stable 
and influential global leader.

Humanitarian and Rescue 
Operations

India’s commitment to humani-
tarian aid was evident in opera-
tions like “Indravati” in Haiti and 
“Sadbhav” in Southeast Asia. 
These efforts showcased India’s 
readiness to assist during crises, 
reinforcing its image as a respon-
sible global power.

Cultural Diplomacy
The inauguration of  the BAPS 

Hindu Temple in Abu Dhabi exem-
plified India’s cultural outreach, 
fostering goodwill in the Middle 
East. Additionally, the return of  
1,400 looted artifacts from the 
United States highlighted India’s 
efforts to preserve its heritage.

Strengthening Regional Ties
Historic visits to nations like 

Guyana, Nigeria, and Ukraine 
marked a renewed focus on 
enhancing bilateral relationships. 
The reset of  India-Maldives rela-
tions further demonstrated India’s 
ability to navigate complex diplo-
matic dynamics.

Recognition of Leadership
PM Modi’s leadership was cel-

ebrated globally with prestigious 
awards, including the “Order of  
the Druk Gyalpo” from Bhutan, 
“Order of  Excellence” from 
Guyana, and “Dominica Award 
of  Honour.” These accolades 
reflect India’s rising influence and 
respect on the world stage.

India’s diplomatic achievements 
in 2024 underscore its emergence as 
a global leader committed to foster-
ing peace, strengthening partner-
ships, and advancing its national 
interests with integrity and pur-
pose. As India continues to navigate 
the complexities of  international 
relations, its vision of a harmonious 
and prosperous global community 
remains steadfast.

On 27th of  December, both 
plain areas as well as the hill 
stations witnessed a moder-

ate to very heavy snowfall. This all 
happened on unexpected lines of  
the predictions of  the meteorologi-
cal department.

The long dry spell thus ended 
after the entire valley was wrapped 
by a thick layer of  snow. As per the 
data available with the weather 
department, such a huge snowfall 
was recorded three years ago in 
January 2023. The last couple of  
years had remained almost snow-
less and rainless, due to which the 
agricultural and farming sector was 
badly affected. This year, while the 
snow has fallen heavily, farmers and 
orchardists are hopefully expecting 
a greater yield as watering is prereq-
uisite to a good crop.

Our water resources like lakes, 
rivers, ponds and wells had dried 
up many months ago, to infuse life 
into them, it was of  utmost impor-
tance that the dry spell must end at 
an earliest. The white covering has 
transformed the entire valley into 
a winter wonderland. The moment 
snow started falling, passengers and 
tourists came out from their vehi-
cles, engaged in taking selfies amidst 
falling snowflakes and uploaded the 
same on social media. Tourists both 
local and foreign were overjoyed to 
enjoy skiing at world famous Gul-
marg the meadow of  flowers.

As the new year celebrations are 
approaching, domestic and foreign 

people are busy these days in making 
bookings for Pahalgam, Sonamarg, 
Gulmarg and other health and hill 
resorts of  the valley. Winter tour-
ism will get a boost through this 
welcomed major snowfall. During 
the period of  long dry spell, spe-
cial prayers were being held con-
tinuously in mosques, shrines and 
other khanqahs across the valley 
to invoke rain and snow. The thirst 
of  our arid and dry lands has now 
been quenched, birds are singing 
the melodious songs to express their 
gratitude to Almighty and an ever-
green smile is evident on the faces 
of  the people.

Snow is deeply rooted in our cul-
tural heritage, decades ago our win-
ters would be very displeasing and 
annoying as communication and 
transportation remained disrupted 
for months together and daily lives 

of  the common people too were badly 
hit due to closure of  major routes. 
However, with the advancement of  
technology and better road condi-
tions, our winters aren't as disturb-
ing now as they used to be in the past. 
Previously we were relying on sun 
dried vegetables like bottle guards, 
spinach, tomatoes, dandelion, collard 
greens and beans only but nowadays 
due to better road conditions and 
commissioning of  the major tunnels, 
the Jammu Srinagar national high-
way the vital link connecting Kash-
mir valley with rest of  the world is 
restored within hours even after a 
heavy snowfall to supply the fresh 
goods and vegetable stock imported 
from other regions of  the country.

However, due to sudden major 
snowfall, almost all the routes 
across the valley were blocked, 
power supply remained affected 

and water supply also got badly 
hampered. As a result, people's suf-
ferings increased manifold, patients 
found it difficult to be brought 
timely to the nearest hospitals and 
poor people who hadn't stocked their 
eatables in advance had to bear the 
brunt of  sudden inclement weather 
conditions. People were seen return-
ing to their homes by walking on 
snow surfaces as public vehicular 
movement halted immediately after 
the accumulation of  a few inches of  
snow that made the roads slippery. 
Private vehicles were running at 
snail’s pace which took them hours 
to cover very short distances. Many 
33KV and 11KV transmission lines 
were down as the big towers couldn't 
resist the massive damage caused by 
mighty snowfall. Many transports in 
rural areas got completely damaged 
which further aggravated the situ-

ation and made electricity almost 
impossible to restore swiftly. While 
I am writing this write-up, news 
about the death of  an infant after 
the woman was forced to deliver at 
home due to road closure in Koker-
nag is making rounds on the inter-
net. Access to district headquarters 
from rural areas has completely 
been snapped, both rural and urban 
areas are reeling under darkness 
and birds are finding it challeng-
ing to get grains. Thus, it becomes 
imperative to look after and take 
care of  these two-legged creatures 
by feeding them and protecting them 
while they are entangled and lost. 
In a true example of  hospitality, the 
local people and civil society mem-
bers of  Gund Ganderbal opened the 
doors of  the mosque to provide shel-
ter to the stranded tourists.

On Friday most of  the residents 

through social media messages 
invited the tourists to be accom-
modated by them in their homes. 
They shared their contact numbers 
to welcome non local passengers in 
their homes thus displaying real phi-
lanthropy. Kashmir university post-
poned most of  the exams scheduled 
for next two days, while JKSSB also 
postponed the written test scheduled 
on Sunday. IGNOU, the world's larg-
est university, didn't alter its already 
announced exam dates. Police and 
local people were seen providing a 
helping hand to needy people espe-
cially patients to reach them hos-
pitals and stranded passengers by 
helping them to move their vehicles.

In Agroo village of  Devsar, an 
eight-month pregnant lady was 
safely taken to hospital by a team 
of  local police station for her safe 
delivery. Meanwhile all the flights 
at Srinagar international air-
port were cancelled due to erratic 
weather conditions and none of  
the planes could either take off  or 
land on Saturday. From Navayug 
Tunnel to Mirbazar, hundreds of  
vehicles remained stranded on the 
NH-44 due to slippery road condi-
tions and accumulation of  heavy 
snow, no green signal was given by 
the road authorities and it is yet to 
be restored. Sangaldan Baramulla 
rail link also remained disrupted 
which serves as the main connec-
tion line between the two regions 
and helps thousands of  daily pas-
sengers to commute. Though this 
heavy and unexpected snowfall 
brought normal life to a standstill, 
people across the length and breadth 
of  the valley expressed their excite-
ment and were thrilled to embrace 
the season’s first major snowfall. 
Now in the coming year, we hope 
our water resources will be enriched 
by plenty of  water, agriculture and 
horticulture sectors to thrive and 
tourism to get a boost.

(Rayees Ahmad Kumar Is a 
Writer is a columnist hailing from 

Qazigund Kashmir. The views 
expressed in the article are his own)
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Kashmir Braces For
“Possibility of  heavy snow at isolated higher reaches 

during 4th & 5th January,” said the MeT office.
Srinagar recorded minus 4.4, Gulmarg minus 8.8 and 

Pahalgam minus 7.6 as the minimum temperature on 
Wednesday.

Jammu city recorded 8.4, Katra town 5.7, Batote 2.5, 
Banihal minus 1.3 and Bhaderwah minus 0.4 as the 
night’s lowest temperature.

Dal Lake in Srinagar city and all other lakes in the 
Valley are partially frozen these days.

The 40-day-long period of  intense winter cold started 
on December 21 and will end on January 30.

The health department has issued an advisory asking 
people to guard themselves from long exposure to 
intense cold. Children and elderly have been specially 
warned to keep themselves warm during the cold winter 
days and nights.

The head of  the cardiology department at Govern-
ment Medical College Srinagar has said that interna-
tional research has attributed winter deaths to constric-
tion of  blood vessels leading to myocardial infarction 
resulting in heart attack and heart failure. Respiratory 
ailments combined with constricted blood vessels are 
the major cause of  thousands of  deaths during winter 
months globally.

MHA Report Suggests
the ecosystem of  terrorism in J&K has almost ended.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, according to the 

report, has directed agencies to replicate the successes 
achieved in Kashmir through the “Area Domination 
Plan and Zero Terror Plan” in the Jammu division.

“The government is committed to setting an exam-
ple by cracking down on terrorists through innovative 
means. In line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Zero Tolerance Policy against terrorism, the goal of  
‘terror free Jammu and Kashmir’ will be achieved at the 
earliest,” the report states.

Referring to the successful back-to-back elections 
held in J&K in 2024 without any boycott call or fear 
of  separatists and terrorists, the MHA report states:  
“Unprecedented participation of  the J&K people in the 
Assembly and Lok Sabha elections shows that they have 
full faith in democracy.”

“In the 2024 Lok Sabha election J&K secured 35-year-
high voter turnout at 58.46%. In the 2024 assembly elec-
tion, J&K witnessed a meteoric 63.88% voter turnout,” 
it added—(KNO)

ERA Of Recommendations
The report states that in pursuit of  Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s vision to build a developed and pros-
perous Ladakh, MHA decided to create 5 new districts 
in the Union Territory.

The new districts, namely Zanskar, Drass, Sham, 
Nubra, and Changthang, will take the benefits meant for 
the people to their doorsteps by bolstering governance 
in every nook and cranny.

“There will now be a total of  seven districts in Ladakh, 
including Leh and Kargil. Being extremely difficult and 
inaccessible, at present district administration is facing 
many difficulties in reaching the grassroots level,” the 
report states, adding, “After the formation of  these 

districts more and more people have been able to take 
advantage of  all the public welfare schemes of  the Cen-
tral Government and Ladakh Administration.”

BSF Fires
The Army and the BSF guarding the Line of  Control 

(LoC) and the IB in J&K are maintaining high alert to 
ensure that no infiltration takes place from the Pakistani 
side to vitiate peace in the union territory.

A heightened alert is also maintained by police and 
the security forces along the border and the hinterland 
after reports that terrorists are waiting to infiltrate the 
Indian side from the Pakistan side of  the border.

Intelligence agencies believe that after peaceful and 
people-participative Lok Sabha and Legislative Assem-
bly elections in J&K, the handlers of  terrorism in Paki-
stan have got frustrated and have directed the terrorists 
to give the dying terrorism in the union territory its 
last push.

It was against this backdrop that two terrorists, a 
foreign mercenary and a local terrorist fired indiscrimi-
nately inside the workers' camp in the Gagangir area of  
Ganderbal district on October 20 last year.

Seven civilians, including six non-local workers of  an 
infrastructure development company and a local doctor, 
were killed in the Gagangir attack.

On October 24, 2024, terrorists ambushed an army 
vehicle in the Botapathri area of  Gulmarg. Three sol-
diers and two civilian porters were killed in that attack.

On November 2, 2024, terrorists hurled a grenade 
at the busy Sunday Market near the tourist reception 
centre (TRC) in Srinagar.

A 42-year-old woman, a mother of  three children, 
was killed in that attack and nine other civilians were 
injured.

CM Omar Hopes
the Jammu division, where it had a strong political 

presence. The result was that the BJP won 29 seats out 
of  the 43 seats in the Jammu division.

Some grace to the INDIA bloc alliance was given by 
the NC by winning some seats in the Poonch, Ramban 
and Rajouri districts of  the Jammu division.

With hindsight, the NC believes it could have won at 
least four more seats had it not left the seats uncontested 
in favour of  the Congress.

Omar Abdullah has said in the past that it has been 
his experience that during electoral alliances, party 
vote banks do not get converted to favour the alliance 
partners.

This is what precisely happened to the NC-Congress 
pre-poll alliance in J&K. The seats left for the Congress 
by the NC in Jammu division resulted in a BJP-Congress 
direct contest.

The fact is that Omar Abdullah’s belief  about vote 
banks not getting converted to favour alliances proved 
right in the Jammu division.

While tasting the victory of  winning 42 Assembly 
seats, the NC was left with a bitter aftertaste of  having 
conceded seats to the Congress it could have safely won 
itself.

There were other worrisome developments for Omar 
Abdullah in 2024 after coming to power. His fight for 
restoration of  statehood remained on.

Omar Abdullah hopes 2025 will be softer, smoother 

and kinder to him politically and administratively.
He is the chief  minister of  J&K for the second time, 

but times have changed as Article 370 has been abrogated 
and J&K is a union territory.

Final Inspection On
Indian Railways is set to introduce a new Vande 

Bharat train and two Mail/Express trains for the Union 
Territory of  Jammu and Kashmir. These trains will 
operate between Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra (SVDK) 
and Srinagar railway stations and will be maintained by 
the Northern Railway zone.

As per a communication from Northern Railways 
Vande Bharat Train will depart from Katra (SVDK) at 
8:10 am. and arrive at Srinagar Railway Station at 11:20 
am.; Mail/Express Train 1 will depart from Katra at 9:50 
am. and arrive at Srinagar Railway Station at 1:10 pm. 
and Mail/Express Train 2 will depart from Katra at 3:00 
pm. and arrive at Srinagar Railway Station at 6:20 pm.

The 17-km Katra-Reasi section's final phase, including 
the challenging T-33 tunnel, has been completed. The 
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail project, initiated in 
2005-06, includes several sections: the 118 km Qazigund-
Baramulla section (2009), the 18 km Banihal-Qazigund 
(2013), and the 25 km Udhampur-Katra (2014). In Febru-
ary, a successful electric train trial run was held on the 
40 km Banihal-Sangaldan track, and normal train opera-
tions are currently running on this section.

The railway line features 38 tunnels, including the 
T-49, India's longest at 12.75 km, and 927 bridges, includ-
ing the world’s highest railway arch bridge over the 
Chenab River and the only cable-stayed rail bridge in 
India over the Anji River in Reasi.

2 Independent MLAs
“This campaign marks the beginning of  our demand 

that we want to present our request to the Union Gov-
ernment in a constitutional and democratic way,” Khan 
said.

He also criticized claims that certain individuals who, 
according to him, have misled people into believing that 
they were happy with the current circumstances in the 
region.

The MLA further stated, “We want the Union Govern-
ment to understand that no one in Jammu and Kashmir 
is satisfied with snatching of  statehood and the changes 
imposed after August 5, 2019.”

Khan said the campaign would take the form of  a 
constitutional movement, and that would reach every 
corner of  Jammu and Kashmir.  “We will take this cam-
paign to the people throughout Jammu and Kashmir,” 
he said.

Khan highlighted the importance of  the initiative, 
noting that it was a way to show that the people of  the 
region are not happy with the changes brought after the 
August 5, 2019, decision.

“This is an indication that what happened to us on 
that day was wrong, and we are not happy with it,” he 
said—(KNO)

8-Day Long
released and the market will be reopened. Secondly, 

the work on the ropeway will remain suspended until 

the committee completes its discussions. A four-member 
committee has been formed by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor,” Ramesh Kumar said.

Ramesh Kumar and the CEO of  the Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine Board are among the members of  the com-
mittee.

The divisional commissioner, flanked by Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Sangharsh Samiti leaders, told reporters 
that all issues will be discussed during the committee’s 
meetings.

“The shops will be reopened tonight. We hope no one 
sabotages this process now. This will be the best deci-
sion,” a Samiti representative said.

The Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Sangharsh Samiti called 
for the shutdown against the proposed ropeway project 
in the Trikuta hills of  Reasi district on December 25.

Several protesters, including two Samiti leaders, Bhu-
pinder Singh and Sohan Chand, were also detained by 
police on December 25.

Last month, the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board 
announced plans to install a ropeway to facilitate access 
to the temple for senior citizens, children and others who 
find it challenging to climb the 13-km long track to the 
cave shrine. The proposed Rs 300-crore ropeway project 
would connect Tarakote Marg to Sanji Chhat leading to 
the cave shrine.

Many political and trade organisations had 
announced their support to the protesters in Katra town. 
Data released by the shrine board said around one crore 
devotees paid obeisance at the shrine in 2024.

Govt Asks IAS
2016 has been amended to make filing of  IPR manda-

tory for being considered for appointment to the next 
level of  pay matrix.”

The government said every IAS officer can 
submit his and her IPR either electronically or 
upload scanned copy of  the manually filled in IPR. 
“This online module closes automatically after 
the prescribed timeline of  31 January in respect 
of  filing of  IPR of  preceding year.”In terms of  
the extant Rules, it said, the IAS officers have to 
necessarily file IPRS electronically as there is no 
provision for submission of  IPRs manually.

“The timely submission of  IPRs, has assumed 
significance as in terms of  DoPT's instruction late 
submission of  IPR results in denial of  vigilance 
clearance,” the government said, adding, “The IAS 
officers working in connection with the affairs of  the 
Union territory of  Jammu and Kashmir are, accord-
ingly, advised to observe the above instructions in 
letter & spirit.” (GNS)

4 Jaish Associates
was recovered from their possession.
It is pertinent to mention here that, all the arrested 

terrorist associates were involved in providing logistics 
support and transportation of  arms & ammunition to 
the active terrorists of  proscribed terror outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammad in Tral and Awantipora areas of  Police 
District Awantipora, he said.

In this regard, a case vide FIR No.134/2024 under 
relevant sections of  law stands registered at Police Sta-
tion Tral and further investigation initiated, reads the 
statement.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE ...............

Despite Rich Literary History, Bandipora 
Awaits Modern Library

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In a land known 
for 'Alim (knowledge, Adab (lit-
erature) and Aab (water)', the 
students and aspirants in north 
Kashmir's Bandipora district 
face difficulties as there is no 
modern district-level library.

The district has a tehsil-
level library, established in 
1972, which operates in private 
accommodation with limited 
study materials and no internet 
access. Its location is unknown 
to some students, and many are 
unaware of  its existence.

The lack of  a modern dis-
trict-level library forces civil 
service aspirants to travel to 

Srinagar for library access.
Students said, "Had the facil-

ity been available in Bandipora, 
it would save poor students a 
significant amount of  money."

"The library consists of  
only two rooms, one serving 
as a reading area and the other 
for office staff. It is only open 
during office hours, limiting 
study time for students," they 
said.

Since its establishment, the 
tehsil library has been relo-
cated multiple times. Initially 
located in the main market, it 
was destroyed by fire in 1974. 
It was then moved to different 
locations, including near Noor 
Masjid and the Board office. 

The library lacks essential 
resources.

Mariya, a student, said that 
while some books are available, 
there is a need for improve-
ments in infrastructure. During 
her visit, she felt it resembled 
an old bookshop more than a 
library.

Although the district is 
known for its historical asso-
ciation with knowledge, litera-
ture and water, the lack of  an 
upgraded library is a concern.

Locals have requested that 
the library be developed with 
modern technology and a 
24-hour reading room for stu-
dents preparing for competitive 
exams.

Sahil Bhat, a student, said 
the library’s limited hours and 
poor seating arrangements are 
major issues. He questioned 
why intellectuals had not advo-
cated for improvements over 
the years. Many aspirants find 
it difficult to study in groups 
due to limited space.

Another significant prob-
lem is the lack of  access to 
e-books and online resources. 
Students from the outskirts 
also face challenges in visiting 
the library and have asked for 
online access to books.

The library is housed in pri-
vate accommodation, and the 
people have urged the govern-
ment to find a permanent loca-

tion for its establishment.
An official said that higher 

authorities had approved 
the Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) with a budget of  5.5 
crore rupees, and construc-
tion is expected to start in 
March 2024. The site for the 
new library has already been 
identified, he said.

However, locals are con-
cerned about the time taken 
to initiate construction and 
request that the government 
prioritize a suitable location 
for the library.

Mushtaq Ahmad, another 
student, said that local minis-
ters had neglected this issue 
during their tenures. He urged 

the government and district 
authorities to prioritize the con-
struction of  a modern library 
with modern technology.

In Hajin, a town with a histo-
ry of  scholars, the local library, 
established in 1977, operates 
from a rented building. The 
library faces challenges like an 
insufficient collection of  new 
books and a lack of  modern 
infrastructure.

The library’s holdings were 
last updated in 2018, and there 
have been no additions since. 
The library’s resources are lim-
ited to two local newspapers, 
excluding national newspapers 
that are necessary for civil ser-
vice aspirants.

The absence of  national 
papers highlights the gap in 
resources. The infrastructure 
of  the library is in need of  
repair.

The lack of  resources and 
operational issues have forced 
students like Mir to consider 
moving to Srinagar for better 
facilities. The library’s failure 
to meet the needs of  students 
underlines the urgency for 
improvement.

The absence of  electric-
ity hampers technological 
advancements, and the lack 
of  cooling or heating systems 
makes it difficult to study 
during extreme weather condi-
tions—(KNO)

J&K Bank Rolls Out Its ‘Special One 

Time Settlement Scheme’
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR- In line 
with its ongoing efforts 
to reduce Non-Perform-
ing Assets (NPAs) while 
addressing the genuine 
challenges faced by bor-
rowers in repaying their 
loans, J&K Bank today 
rolled-out its scheme titled 
‘J&K Bank’s Special One 
Time Settlement Scheme 
for NPAs/RLAs (KARZ SE 
MUKTI)’.

MD & CEO Amitava 
Chatterjee today formally 
unveiled the scheme in 
the presence of  Executive 
Director Sudhir Gupta, 
General Managers and 
other senior officers here 
at a ceremony held at the 
Bank’s Corporate Head-
quarters.

Notably, the scheme has 
been tailored to provide an 
opportunity to the bor-
rowers with NPA accounts 
classified as Doubtful-I, 

Doubtful-II, Doubtful-III & 
Loss/RLAs with Principal 
NPA/RLA outstanding bal-
ance upto Rs 5 Crore as on 
September 30, 2024.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MD & CEO Amitava 
Chatterjee said, “JKB 
Special OTS -2024 Scheme 
reflects our commitment 
to extend a helping hand 
to the borrowers who are 
unable to repay their loans 
on time due to genuine 
constraints. This attrac-
tive scheme provides an 
exceptional opportunity 
for eligible borrowers to 
settle their accounts with 
the best possible incentives 
and concessions. I encour-
age all account holders 
eligible under this scheme 
to seize this golden oppor-
tunity and benefit from 
this comprehensive relief  
package.”

He further empha-
sized upon the proactive 
outreach, saying, “I urge 

all our teams to directly 
engage with borrowers, 
explain the scheme’s ben-
efits in detail, and work col-
laboratively for its effective 
implementation to achieve 
maximum resolutions.”

He expressed confidence 
that the scheme would help 
borrowers resolve their 
liabilities and strengthen 
the Bank’s NPA recovery 
efforts. Addressing con-
cerns of  various stakehold-
ers including trade bodies, 
he reaffirmed the Bank’s 
commitment to support the 
genuinely stressed borrow-
ers while maintaining the 
Bank’s strong financial 
performance.

Earlier, General Manag-
er (IAPMD) Rajesh Malla 
Tickoo provided an over-
view of  the Bank’s NPA 
scenario, highlighting how 
the steep reduction in the 
Bank’s GNPA ratio – from 
nearly 9% few years ago to 
3.95% in September 2024 

– underscores the Bank’s 
focused approach to asset 
quality. He described the 
Special OTS scheme as a 
key step in furthering this 
success.

A detailed presentation 
outlining the scheme’s 
features and implementa-
tion plan was also shared 
with participants during 
the launch. The function 
concluded with the par-
ticipants expressing confi-
dence and assuring active 
participation from opera-
tive levels to ensure the 
scheme’s success.

Pertinently, valid for 
three months ending on 
31st March – 2025, the 
scheme is non-discretion-
ary and non-discrimina-
tory, offering incentives 
for early repayment of  
OTS amount. As per the 
scheme, the sanction will 
be accorded and conveyed 
within 7 days from the date 
of  receipt of  application.

MLA Saifullah reviews development 

profile of Trehgam constituency
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Member of  
Legislative Assembly (MLA) 
Trehgam today chaired an 
interactive meeting with 
officers and people at block 
headquarter Kralpora to 
review the development sce-
nario of  Trehgam Assembly 
Constituency.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC) Kupwara, 
M Rouf Rehman; ACD,CMO, 
CAO, CHO, DSHO, Dy. 
CEO, Executive Engineers 
of  R&B, PMGSY, I&FC, 
besides, block level officers 
and general public were 
present in the meeting.

Addressing the meet-
ing, MLA Trehgam said 
that the aim of  holding 
the joint meeting of  offi-
cers and the people was to 
bridge the gap between the 
people and administration 
for resolution of  the public 
grievances and problems. 
He impressed upon the offi-

cers to work with utmost 
sincerity and dedication for 
the welfare of  the common 
people to leave no gap for 
the grievances.

The MLA urged the 
Officers to increase their 
connection with the 
people at grassroots level 
to ease their sufferings. He 
emphasized the need for 
mass awareness of  vari-
ous Government schemes 
especially pertaining to 
Agriculture and allied 
departments and directed 
the concerned officers to 
monitor their schemes at 
ground level so that ben-
efits reach to the deserving 
people.

On the occasion, the 
MLA took a detailed 
review of  all departments 
and assessed their perfor-
mance and progress.

Reviewing PMGSY, the 
Executive Engineer briefed 
the MLA about different 
ongoing road projects in 

the area. The MLA direct-
ed the Ex. Engineer to take 
up projects connecting 
unconnected habitations 
of  Jumagund and Keran 
area which will facilitate 
the local population living 
in these pockets.

Regarding PHE, the MLA 
directed the AEE concerned 
to personally visit the areas 
having issues of  water 
supply and fix responsibili-
ties on his sub ordinate staff  
including JEs and Linemen 
so that the people do not 
suffer due to non-availabil-
ity of  water supply.

Reviewing RDD, the 
ACD informed that esti-
mates of  around 1500 
works pertaining to the 
area have been done and 
progress exceeding 100% 
have been registered for 
man-days generation. The 
MLA asked the concerned 
officers to ensure the work 
is distributed equally so 
that the income status of  

people in large numbers is 
improved.

Reviewing Power sector, 
the MLA directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure 
power supply strictly as per 
the curtailment schedule so 
that the people do not face 
any inconvenience in this 
bone chilling winter period.

The MLA also took a 
review of  other depart-
ments including Health, 
Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Sheep Husbandry, Animal 
Husbandry and firewood 
status.

ADC Kupwara also 
spoke and assured all pos-
sible support from the 
District Administration 
regarding the redressal of  
grievances of  the people.

Earlier, prominent and 
senior citizens of  Trehgam 
constituency put forth var-
ious developmental issues 
of  different villages before 
the chair which were heard 
patiently by the MLA.
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Happy 2025: President 
Murmu, PM Modi extend 
New Year greetings

IANS

NEW DELHI : President 
Droupadi Murmu and 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi extended their 
New Year greetings on 
Wednesday to the nation, 
hoping that 2025 brings 
new opportunities, suc-
cess, and joy to all.

President Murmu urged 
people to renew their com-
mitment to work together 
to create a brighter, more 
inclusive, sustainable 
future for India and the 
world.

She wrote on X, "Wish-
ing everyone a very Happy 
New Year! May the year 
2025 bring joy, harmony 
and prosperity to all! On 
this occasion, let us renew 
our commitment to work 
together for creating a 
brighter, more inclusive 
and sustainable future for 
India and the world."

Vice-President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar said this year 
marks the nation's entry 
into the final quarter of  
our Constitution's centena-
ry and is the time to reded-
icate ourselves towards 
realizing the vision of  our 

Constitution makers.
"Warm greetings to all 

citizens as we enter 2025 
– a momentous juncture 
in our republic's journey. 

This year marks our entry 
into the final quarter of  
our Constitution's cente-
nary. Time for us to reded-
icate ourselves towards 
realizing the vision of  
our #Constitution makers 
while advancing towards 
#ViksitBharat in 2047. 
Let us move forward with 
determination, nurturing 
democratic values with 
resolve to keep the nation 
first. Wishing all a happy 
and purposeful," he wrote 
on X.

Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi extended his New 
Year greetings, hoping that 
2025 brings new opportuni-
ties and success to all.

Taking to X, he wished 

that all be blessed with 
good health and prosperity.

“May this year bring 
everyone new opportuni-
ties, success and endless 
joy. May everybody be 
blessed with wonderful 
health and prosperity," the 
PM wrote on his X handle.

The nation welcomed 
the year 2025 with various 
celebrations. Some prayed 
to enter the New Year offer-
ings at temples and other 
religious places and many 
took to the streets to cel-
ebrate with friends and 

acquaintances.
Several leaders took to 

social media to greet the 
people on the occasion

Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) Chief  Mayawati 
in her greetings wished 
for a happy, peaceful and 
prosperous life for all. 
She wrote on X (in Hindi): 
"Hearty congratulations 
to all Indians living in the 
country and across the 
world and their families 
for the New Year 2025 and 
many best wishes for a 
happy, peaceful, prosper-
ous and prosperous life. 
May the struggle of  all 
hardworking people be suc-
cessful and make their lives 
happy and prosperous, I 
wish nature (almighty) for 
the same."

Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said on X, 
"Happy New Year to every-
one! May this year be filled 
with happiness, prosperity 
and good health."

Union Minister of  Road 
Transport & Highways, 
Nitin Gadkari wrote on X, 
"Wishing a joyful and pros-
perous 2025! May this year 
bring abundant joy and 
good health to all."

Attempt to divert attention: BJP 

slams Kejriwal over letter to RSS chief

IANS

NEW DELHI : Reacting to 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal's letter to RSS chief  
Mohan Bhagwat, BJP 
General Secretary Dushy-
ant Gautam said that the 
former Delhi CM was 
attempting to divert atten-
tion from real issues.

“Those who haven’t 
done any work for 10-12 
years are now resorting to 
such tactics,” he told IANS 
adding that AAP came to 
loot and destroy Delhiites.

Tarun Chugh also 
accused Kejriwal of  indulg-
ing in vote-bank politics.

“For 11 years, Kejriwal 
only supported clerics and 
appeased a particular com-
munity. He ignored Sana-
tan traditions, temples, 
and gurudwaras. Now, as 

elections approach, he sud-
denly remembers priests 
and granthis. The public 
sees through his lies and 
will respond accordingly,” 
he said.

Chugh added, “Your 
deceit will no longer work. 
The people are ready to 
rise and say, ‘Vacate the 
throne!’ ”

Earlier in the day, 
Kejriwal wrote a letter to 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief  Mohan 
Bhagwat seeking answers 
to some questions on BJP's 
politics.

In the letter, Kejriwal 
posed questions like -- 
Does RSS support what-
ever wrong BJP has done 
in the past few days? BJP 
leaders are openly distrib-
uting money, does RSS sup-
port vote buying? Dalit and 
Purvanchali votes (from 

the voter list) are being 
cut on a large scale. Does 
RSS think this is good for 
democracy? Doesn't the 
RSS feel that the BJP is 
weakening democracy?"

On the ongoing exchange 
of  letters between Delhi 
CM Atishi and Lieuten-
ant Governor V.K. Saxena, 
Gautam criticised AAP's 
governance, stating, “AAP 
has betrayed the trust of  
the people. Their schemes 
(Pujari-Granthi Samman 
Yojana and other such 
schemes) are mere theat-
rics with no results on the 
ground. They claim to have 
built schools, but where are 
these schools? In Delhi, 
tanker mafias are flour-
ishing, and water remains 
scarce. Whatever AAP 
says, assume the opposite 
to be true.”

He further added, “This 

band-baaja politics of  let-
ters is just an attempt to 
save themselves as public 
trust in them has eroded.”

Highlighting the BJP's 
achievements, Dushyant 
Gautam remarked, “We 
have provided homes to 
four crore people in the 
city, and in the next five 
years, we will provide 
homes to three crore 
more people, starting with 
Delhi.”

Referring to the Prime 
Minister’s pledge from 
the Red Fort to eliminate 
kutcha houses, Gautam 
said, “The PM promised 
that in five years, no one 
in India would live in a 
kuccha house. This initia-
tive is starting in Delhi, 
with homes that will 
include kitchens, gas con-
nections, and more. The 
BJP fulfills its promises.”

'Election stunt': Muslim religious leaders slam AAP govt over Pujari Granthi Samman Yojana
 IANS

NEW DELHI : Undeterred 
by the storm over the Mahila 
Samman Yojana, AAP leader 
and former Delhi Chief  Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal has 
announced yet another finan-
cial assistance scheme, this 
time for temple and gurdwara 
priests who will get Rs 18,000 
a month. The political slugfest 
between the AAP, BJP and the 
Congress over this scheme is 
likely to continue before the 
Assembly polls scheduled to 
take place in Delhi in February 
this year.

Slamming the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP)-led Delhi govern-
ment over launching the Pujari 
Granthi Samman Yojana in the 
national capital just to influ-
ence the Hindu and Sikh votes 
towards it for electoral gains 
ahead of  the Assembly polls 
in the national capital, the All 
India Imam Association Chair-
man Maulana Sajid Rashidi has 
said, "This is an election stunt. 

They (AAP) have done this for 
the elections. The question is, 
Delhi's Muslim community 
was already aligned with him 
(Arvind Kejriwal), frustrated 
with Congress and having no 
other options, they gave their 
full support to Kejriwal and 
voted for him in large num-
bers... This is the reason that 
the AAP won twice in the 2020 
and 2015 Delhi Assembly polls."

Rashidi further added: "Now 
for the upcoming Assembly 
polls it is projected that the 
Muslim community is likely 
to shift away from the AAP 
towards the Congress. There-
fore, the AAP has announced 
the Pujari Granthi Samman 
Yojana to influence the Hindu 
and Sikh vote bank in Delhi 
towards it. Earlier, the AAP had 
announced the Mukhyamantri 
Mahila Samman Yojana for 
the women in the city which 
was ultimately declared "non-
existent" by Delhi's Women and 
Child Development Depart-
ment. The AAP had first 

announced to give a monthly 
assistance to women residing in 
the national capital of  Rs 1,000 
which was then increased to Rs 
2,100. If  the AAP government 

felt that this was the right step 
to take then they should have 
first passed this scheme in the 
Assembly and then officially 
made the announcement.

He also said that if  the 
AAP government was serious 
about the welfare of  Pujaris 
and Granthis then they should 
have passed the Pujari Granthi 

Samman Yojana in the Assem-
bly first and allocated a budget 
for this scheme before making 
the official announcement.

"The AAP did nothing about 
this scheme till now and now 
has announced that if  it comes 
to power in Delhi again then 
it will implement this scheme. 
Even if  AAP comes to power it 
has to first implement it which 
is uncertain. The meaning of  
this scheme is that till the state 
government has money it will 
give allowance to pujaris and 
granthis and this can stop any-
time the government wants to 
stop it. The pujaris and granthis 
must understand that this 
scheme will not pay their sala-
ries or dues every month and 
they will face the same situation 
as that of  Imams who are yet to 
be paid by the Delhi government 
since the last few years."

Asked about the AAP gov-
ernment's Pujari Granthi 
Samman Yojana, Maulana 
Arshad Nadvi said, "We wel-
come the announcement made 

by Arvind Kejriwal yesterday. 
However, we do not agree with 
the 18,000 rupees figure because 
it does not cover the priests of  
temples, granthis of  gurud-
waras, or imams of  mosques... 
This amount is quite meagre as 
compared to people employed 
in labour work who get paid 
salaries between Rs 18,000 to 
Rs 24,000 every month. Merely 
giving Rs 18,000 per month as 
promised by the AAP govern-
ment is an insult to Imams, 
pujaris, granthis, priests, etc. 
For every kind of  religious 
and auspicious occasion, 
people need pujaris, imams 
or granthis, etc to conduct 
religious rituals whether it is 
related to birth, death or a pious 
occasion. The Arvind Kejriwal 
government has announced this 
scheme which is a welcome step 
but it must not remain a prom-
ise on paper only. This scheme 
has only been announced now 
by the AAP government as it 
was first announced for Imams 
in mosques."

Delhi cafe owner commits suicide amid 
ongoing divorce case; family alleges 
harassment by wife

IANS

NEW DELHI : Just days 
after a Bengaluru techie 
took his own life over 
alleged harassment by 
his wife amid divorce 
and child custody pro-
ceedings, another tragic 
case has emerged from 
the Model Town area of  
Delhi.

Puneet Khurana, a 
39-year-old cafe owner, 
was found dead at his res-
idence in Kalyan Vihar on 
Tuesday afternoon.

Puneet, who was 
fighting an acrimonious 
divorce case with his wife 
Manika, reportedly faced 
continuous threats and 
pressure, according to his 
family and friends.

The couple had been 
married for eight years 
and were partners in 
their cafe business. How-
ever, they had been living 
apart for the last two 
years following frequent 
disputes.

Detailing the events 
leading to the incident, 
one of  Puneet's friends 
said, "He called us on 
Monday evening, saying 
he was under immense 
stress and needed to talk. 
He expressed concern 
that Manika's family 
might harm his father 
and other relatives. We 

stayed with him till 2 
a.m., trying to reassure 
him that justice and the 
law were on his side. 
He seemed very scared 
despite our efforts to con-
sole him."

Another friend added, 
"Puneet was a strong 
person, but the threats 
targeting his parents 
placed him under 
immense pressure."

Puneet's sister echoed 
similar sentiments, 
revealing that despite 

the settlement of  finan-
cial and business dis-
putes between the couple, 
he continued to receive 
threats from his wife's 
family.

Before taking the 
extreme step, Puneet 
reportedly recorded a 
video and an audio clip. 
While police have not 
officially confirmed the 
existence of  the video, a 
20-minute audio record-
ing has surfaced, cap-
turing a conversation 

between Puneet and his 
wife late at night.

In the audio, Puneet 
is heard discussing dis-
putes over their shared 
business and financial 
matters. Towards the 
end of  the conversation, 
he threatens to expose the 
truth on YouTube the fol-
lowing morning.

On Tuesday afternoon, 
Puneet was found hang-
ing in his home. Family 
members rushed him to 
a hospital, but doctors 
declared him dead.

The police have taken 
Puneet's body for post-
mortem and seized his 
mobile phone for fur-
ther investigation. Offi-
cials are examining the 
evidence, including the 
audio clip, to ascertain 
the events leading to his 
death.

The couple, who had 
no children, were in the 
process of  divorcing with 
mutual consent. The 
ongoing investigation 
will focus on the claims of  
harassment and threats, 
as well as the content of  
Puneet's recordings.

P u n e e t ' s  t r a g i c 
demise has once again 
highlighted the severe 
emotional toll of  marital 
disputes and the need for 
timely intervention and 
support.

Lucknow horror: Man 
confesses to killing mother, 
four sisters in hotel with 
father's help

IANS

LUCKNOW : In a hor-
rific start to the new year, 
Lucknow Police arrested a 
24-year-old man, Arshad, 
on Wednesday for allegedly 
murdering his mother and 
four sisters in a city hotel.

The killings, reportedly 
carried out with the assis-
tance of  his father, have 
sent shockwaves across 
the region.

Deputy Commissioner 
of  Police (DCP) Central 
Raveena Tyagi told IANS, 
"We received information 
from the Thana Naka area 
that five dead bodies were 
found in a room at Hotel 
Sharanjeet. The accused, 
Arshad, has been taken 
into custody. He confessed 
to killing his mother and 
four sisters --some by 
slitting their throats and 
others by cutting their 
wrist nerves."

The victims were identi-
fied as Alia (9), Alshia (19), 
Aksa (16), Rahmeen (18), 
and their mother, Asma. 
The brutal killings were 
discovered when hotel 
staff  alerted the police 
after finding the bodies in 
a room.

Arshad, a resident of  
Islam Nagar, Tedi Bagiya, 
Kuberpur, Agra, report-
edly admitted during ques-
tioning that the murders 
were triggered by a family 
dispute involving neigh-
bours. According to the 

confession, the family was 
first taken to Ajmer and 
then brought to Lucknow 
a day before the killings.

"Arshad has alleged that 
his father assisted in the 
crime. However, the extent 
of  his father's involvement 
is still under investiga-
tion. We have contacted 
the Agra Police for fur-
ther inquiries," DCP Tyagi 
added.

The accused explained 
that he first killed his 
mother and then attacked 
his sisters while they were 
asleep in the hotel room. 
A video clip shows Arshad 
describing the crime and 
revealing that his actions 
were driven by long-
standing frustrations over 
family disputes.

Forensic teams sealed 
the crime scene and gath-
ered evidence while senior 
police officials visited the 
hotel to oversee the investi-
gation. The victims' bodies 
were sent for post-mortem 
examination to confirm the 
cause of  death and provide 
further clarity on the case.

"The exact details of  the 
motive and circumstances 
will be revealed after fur-
ther investigation and the 
post-mortem results," DCP 
Tyagi said.

This gruesome incident 
has raised serious con-
cerns, with police working 
to uncover the full extent of  
the crime and the father's 
alleged role in the murders.

Four workers killed in fire at 
Hazira steel plant in Surat

IANS

SURAT : At least four 
contractual workers 
were killed while anoth-
er was left after a fire 
broke out at the Arce-
lorMittal Nippon Steel 
India's (AM/NS India) 
plant on Tuesday eve-
ning at Hazira industrial 
area in Gujrat's Surat, 
according to officials.

Surat Commissioner 
of  Police Anupam Singh 
Gehlot reported that the 
fire broke out after burn-
ing coal spilled unexpect-
edly, igniting a blaze in one 
section of  the plant. The 
blaze claimed the lives of  
four contractual workers 
who were on a lift at the 
time.

Authorities, including 
the police and the factory 
Inspector, have initiated a 
detailed investigation into 
the incident.

No accidental death 
report has been filed yet, 
according to an official 
from the Hazira police sta-
tion.

Three of  the victims' 
bodies have been trans-
ported to a civil hospital 
for post-mortem examina-
tions, while the fourth is 
yet to be confirmed.

In a statement, a spokes-
person for AM/NS India 
expressed regret over the 
accident, attributing it to 
equipment failure at the 
plant's Corex unit.

The spokesperson said 
that the incident occurred 
at around 6 p.m. during the 
restart of  the unit follow-

ing a shutdown.
"The accident involved 

four contractual workers 
of  a private company who 
were performing main-
tenance on a lift nearby. 
Tragically, they could not 
survive the impact," the 
company said.

O n e  a d d i t i o n a l 
w o r k e r  s u s t a i n e d 
minor injuries and was 
promptly treated at the 
plant's on-site hospi-
tal. The individual is 
reportedly in recovery.

AM/NS India assured 
that all emergency pro-
tocols were immediately 
activated, and the affected 
area was cordoned off  to 
ensure safety.

The company has ini-
tiated an internal inves-
tigation to determine the 
root cause of  the acci-
dent and is collaborat-
ing closely with relevant 
authorities.

The spokesperson also 
emphasised the company's 
commitment to supporting 
the affected families.

"We are extending all 
possible assistance to the 
families of  the deceased 
and injured workers," the 
statement added.

This tragic incident 
highlights the importance 
of  stringent safety mea-
sures in industrial opera-
tions, especially in high-
risk environments like 
steel plants.

Authorities and the 
company are working 
together to prevent sim-
ilar occurrences in the 
future.
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BGT: Don’t think Australia will go 
with Marsh in Sydney Test, says Finch

Bumrah surpasses Ashwin to 
become highest-ranked Indian 
bowler in Test ranking history

United Cup: Kazakhstan stun Germany to reach 
SF; Poland battles past Czechia for QF spot

Carey confident of Starc 
playing decisive Sydney Test 
amid fitness concerns

IANS

NEW DELHI : Former 
Australia white-ball cap-
tain Aaron Finch believes 
the hosts’ will not go in 
with Mitchell Marsh in 
their playing eleven for 
the upcoming final Test 
against India at Sydney, 
and wishes to see uncapped 
Beau Webster in his place.

Marsh has bowled just 
33 overs in the series and 
picked only three wickets. 
With the bat, Marsh has 
endured a lean time, scor-
ing just 73 runs at an aver-
age of 10.42, with the highest 
score being 47 in the second 
innings in Perth Test.

“Well, I think prob-
ably with the amount of  
overs that he's bowling at 
the moment, you'd have 
to make a case that he 
wouldn't be. Just a pure 
output of  runs, averaging 
10, I think, for the series 
- it's not up to the mark. I 
heard Andrew McDonald 
the other day said it's not 
what they were wanting 
from Mitch, especially 
in that number six role 

where you can have such 
an impact on a game.”

“But I mean, the team's 
winning, and what winning 
does is it allows you to stick 
longer with players that 
might be slightly out of  
form because you've seen 
them at their absolute best. 
So for me, I think it'd be a 
really hard decision, but I 
don't think that they'll go 
with him and I think that 
Beau Webster will come 
in,” said Finch on ESPN’s 
‘Around the Wicket’ show.

Similar views were 
expressed by former Aus-

tralia player Callum Fergu-
son. “I think that's my gut 
call as well. You've got to 
look at the workload that 
the bowlers have shared 
throughout the series, and 
there was a Test match 
there where we lost Josh 
Hazlewood early in the 
Test. So the guys had to 
pick up a huge workload 
there. So I think for the 
fast bowling brigade, I 
think they need that extra 
support going into this Test 
match.”

Asked if  left-arm pacer 
Mitchell Starc would be 

fine after clutching his side 
in the fag end of  Australia’s 
thrilling 184-run victory 
in the fourth Test in Mel-
bourne, which gave them a 
2-1 series lead, Finch stated, 
“I don't think that he'll miss. 
He said that once it warmed 
up and Pat agreed that when 
you do have a little niggle 
and particularly if  it's not 
a muscle injury, once it 
warms up, it's fine.”

“But it's just that first 
couple of  balls that you 
bowl - he looked in excruci-
ating pain there for a while. 
I mean, he would have got 
through on adrenaline in 
that last session in particu-
lar when he was up in the 
mid 140s at the back end of  
the fourth Test match with 
a high workload. So I think 
he'll definitely play.”

To this, Ferguson 
replied, “I mean, you've 
really got to be managing 
this very carefully. We've 
got a Sri Lanka series 
coming up and that'll come 
around quick too. I don't 
think you can look forward 
to that though.”

In response to Ferguson, 

Finch commented, “No, I 
agree with that. Because 
this series is so important, 
and this Test match is so 
important. So I think that 
yes, whilst the Sri Lankan 
series is important, I think 
that's a selection for next 
week.”

Quizzed on if  Marsh can 
play after Starc is picked, 
Finch said, “I don't think 
so, purely for the workload. 
Nathan Lyon will have a 
bigger workload obviously 
with the turn in Sydney. 
Travis Head might be able 
to pick up some slack.”

“But I think if  you're 
going in with somebody 
under a slight injury cloud 
and Mitch just hasn't 
bowled the amount of  overs 
that you would expect from 
the fourth seamer, that'd 
be tough. If  someone went 
down, I mean, you can't 
bowl in a couple of  overs.”

Ferguson signed off  by 
saying, You're right, Finch. 
I think if  we're going into 
this one with Starc, I think 
we need to find someone 
who's got more overs up 
their sleeve.”

IANS

DUBAI  :  Jasprit Bumrah’s 
scintillating performance 
in the ongoing Border-
Gavaskar Trophy against 
Australia has elevated him 
to the highest rating points 
ever achieved by an Indian 
bowler in Test cricket as he 
consolidated his lead as the 
No. 1 bowler in the recent 
rankings update.

With rating points of  
907, Bumrah moved past 
Ravichandran Ashwin’s 
904 rating points, achieved 
in December 2016, and 
makes him the highest-
ever ranked Indian Test 
bowler in ICC rankings 
history.

The 907 points placed the 
pacer as joint-17th in the 
all-time list – with Derek 
Underwood of England.

Australian skipper Pat 
Cummins also benefitted 
from his Boxing Day hero-
ics and jumped 15 rating 
points and went up by a 
place to sit at No. 3 in the 
bowling rankings.

Cummins also secures 

a third place in the Test 
All-Rounder Rankings, on 
the back of  the above bowl-
ing exploits and 90 crucial 
runs during Australia’s 
stellar win in Melbourne.

South African pacer 
Marco Jansen continued 
his rise in the Test arena, 
moving up six places to 
claim the fifth spot. His 
seven-wicket haul against 
Pakistan in the Centurion 
Boxing Day Test pushed 
him past the 800-point 
mark for the first time.

In the batting rankings, 
several players made nota-
ble strides. South Africa’s 
Aiden Markram climbed 
back into the top 20, thanks 
to his resilient knocks of  
89 and 37 in the Centurion 
Test. His efforts were key to 
South Africa’s victory over 
Pakistan, which secured 
their spot in the ICC Test 
Championship final.

India’s Yashasvi Jaiswal 
continued his meteoric 
rise, moving up one spot to 
a career-best fourth posi-
tion. Pakistan’s Saud Sha-
keel also reached a personal 

milestone, jumping three 
places to a career-best sixth, 
while Australia’s Steve 
Smith climbed to seventh 
after his gritty innings in 
the Boxing Day Test.

Nitish Kumar Reddy of  
India made the most dramat-
ic leap, rising 20 places to 53rd 
in the Test batting rankings 
after a stellar performance in 
the Melbourne Test.

Meanwhile, in the Zim-
babwe-Afghanistan Boxing 
Day Test, double hundreds 
by Afghanistan’s Rahmat 
Shah and Hashmatullah 
Shahidi propelled them to 
52nd and 57th places, respec-
tively, in the rankings.

Zimbabwean batters 
Sean Williams (19th) and 
Craig Ervine (47th) also 
made gains, with Williams 
achieving the best rating for 
a Zimbabwean batter since 
Brendan Taylor in 2014.

In T2OI, New Zealand’s 
Mitchell Santner entered 
the top 10 of  the T20I bowl-
ing rankings, while Sri 
Lanka’s Pathum Nissanka 
closed in on the top five 
batters.

IANS

SYDNEY :  Australian 
wicketkeeper Alex Carey 
expressed confidence that 
pacer Mitchell Starc will 
be fit to play in the fifth 
Test despite battling rib 
soreness during the Boxing 
Day Test, which Australia 
won by 184 runs.

Starc was battling rib 
and back soreness during 
the Boxing Day Test, and 
later underwent precau-
tionary scans. The left-
arm pacer sent down 131.2 
overs in the four Tests 
against India.

“He’s one of  the tough-
est cricketers I’ve played 
with. He’ll grimace, he’ll 
grab his ribs no doubt at 
times... But he’ll be ready 
for the contest," Carey told 

reporters on Wednesday 
as quoted by The Sydney 
Morning Herald.

Although Starc took just 
one wicket in the fourth Test, 
claiming the crucial scalp of  
Virat Kohli during India's 
second-innings chase, Carey 
was still impressed with the 
34-year-old's performance at 
the MCG.

“I thought that first spell, 
without the reward, was 
some of  the best bowling 
I’ve seen in this series from 
him. He’s got an opportuni-
ty now to help this team win 
a Test match. He’ll be up for 
the contest," he added.

The typically wet weath-
er in Sydney around the 
SCG Test appears to be 
improved this year, with 
only light rain predicted 
for days four and five.

IANS

PERTH : Kazakhstan secured 
a spot in the United Cup semi-
finals as it knocked out the 
defending champions Ger-
many with a 2-0 unassailable 
lead in the quarterfinal tie on 
Wednesday.

The 24-year-old Alexander 
Shevchenko rallied to defeat 
Daniel Masur 6-7(5), 6-2, 6-2 
in a physical battle in Perth, 
moving Kazakhstan to an 
unassailable 2-0 lead in the 
quarter final tie after Elena 
Rybakina's commanding 6-3, 
6-1 victory over Laura Siege-
mund in the first match of the 
tournament’s knockout stages.

Masur had come in to 
replace World No. 2 Alexander 
Zverev, who withdrew due to 
a bicep strain but was unable 
to forge a memorable upset to 
keep Germany alive.

"I’m really proud that I found 

this win for our team, because 
I was fighting hard. I saw the 
faces of my team, and they 
didn’t want to go to a decision. 
I was also a little bit nervous, 
because I knew if I won, the tie 
was over," Shevchenko said.

Kazakhstan will travel to 
Sydney for the semifinals. It 
was knocked out of the United 
Cup on tournament debut in 
2023 with a 0-2 record, but 
now has the chance to reach 
the title tilt.

Meanwhile, Hubert Hurkacz 
and Iga Swiatek clinched 
Poland's place atop Group 
B on Wednesday, defeating 
Czechia's Tomas Machac and 
Karolina Muchova 7-6(3), 6-3 
to seal the critical tie 2-1 and a 
place in the quarterfinal of the 
United Cup.

Machac had moved 
Czechia to the brink of the 
quarterfinals at the start of the 
tie with a tense 7-5, 3-6, 6-4 

win against Hurkacz, before 
Iga Swiatek forced the decid-
ing mixed doubles with a hard-
fought 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
Muchova.

Hurkacz delivered his 
duo's 11th ace of the match 
to emerge victorious after 
one hour and 25 minutes. The 
Poles broke serve five times 
from 11 chances against the 
Czechs.

"Honestly, I was sure they 
were going to play amazing 
tennis because they always 
have great teams in doubles 
and mixed doubles. They are 
kind of raised that way. But I 
knew that we had the game to 
win it. For sure we were leading 
from the beginning. In the first 
set it got tight at the end, but I 
kind of felt that we were lead-
ing anyway so in the tie-break 
we just used that. In the end it 
seemed that we had everything 
under control," Swiatek said.


