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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

16th 
Year Of  Publication 2024 has been one hell of a year, when it was good it was 

amazing & when it was bad it really sucked. 2025 please go 
easier on my poor heart 😀😀. Here’s wishing all of you a happy,
peaceful & health 2025. May the flames of this bonfire fill your 
lives with the warmth of love & happiness.

J&K Gets NGT 
Notice Over 
Axing Of Trees

AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR: The Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) 
has issued notices to the 
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment, including the 
Chief  Secretary, Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla, 
Block Development Offi-
cer (BDO) Lalpora Tang-
marg, and other officials, 
over the alleged felling of  
over 1000 trees in the vil-
lage of  Sonium Lalpora 
and the diversion of  a 
local stream for the con-
struction of  a playground.

According to the com-
plaint, the BDO P-06

Omar Abdullah
@OmarAbdullah

“COLD WAVE AT ISOLATED PLACES DURING 31ST DEC. IN VIEW OF SNOWFALL, SUB 
freezing temp &amp; icy conditions over roads (Plains/higher reaches). Tourists/travellers/Transporters are advised to 
follow Admin/Traffic advisory. Possibility of heavy snow at isolated higher reaches during 4th and 5th Jan,”

...J&K Arms License Scam

Centre Gives Nod To 
Prosecute IAS Officer 

AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR: The Govern-
ment of  India has accorded 
sanction for prosecution of  
Kumar Rajeev Ranjan, an 
IAS officer of  erstwhile cadre 
of  Jammu & Kashmir, for 
involvement in the infamous 
arms licence scam.

In a communique, the 
Department of  Personnel & 
Training, Ministry of  Per-
sonnel & Training, Govern-
ment has conveyed to Vishal 
Sharma, Deputy Solicitor 
General of  India, that it has 
accorded sanction for pros-
ecution of  Kumar Rajeev 
Ranjan in the case regis-
tered by the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI) in 2018.

“I am directed to refer to 
your email dated 23.12. 2024 
on the subject mentioned 
above and to say that an 
order, conveying grant of  

sanction against Kumar 
Rajeev Ranjan, IAS, in CBI 
RCCHGO51201850007, under 
section 6 of  Prevention of  
Corruption Act, 2006(1949 
A.D)for alleged offences 
under section 5(2) PC Act, 
2006(1949 A.D.) has already 
been issued on 28. 11. 2004 
with the approval of  the com-
petent authority,” reads the 
communique.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion that a huge arms licence 
scam involving deputy mag-
istrates of  Jammu & Kash-
mir was unearthed by the 
Rajasthan ATS in 2017.

The case was being probed 
by the J&K Police before then 
Governor NN Vohra handed 
over it to the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI).

The investigation revealed 
that arms licences in bulk 
were issued by the then 
deputy magistrates P-06

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Cold wave 
intensified further in 
Jammu and Kashmir as Sri-
nagar city recorded minus 
3.5 as the minimum tempera-
ture on Tuesday.

The Meteorological (MeT) 
department has forecast an 
intense cold wave during the 
next four to eight days.

A MeT department state-
ment said, “Generally cold 
dry weather conditions on 
31st December. Two western 
Disturbances (WD) in quick 
succession are likely to 
affect J&amp;K and adjoin-

ing areas from 1st January 
onwards. 1-2nd January 
(Feeble WD): Generally 
cloudy with light snow at 
scattered places during 1st 
evening/night to 2nd morn-
ing. On 3-6th January (Mod-
erate WD): Generally cloudy 
with light to moderate rain 
(plains of  JMU)/Snow at 
many places of  J&K with 
peak activity on 4th and 5th 
January.”

The department also 
issued an advisory. “Cold 
wave at isolated places 
during 31st Dec. In view of  
snowfall, sub freezing temp 
&amp; icy conditions over 

roads (Plains/higher reach-
es). Tourists/travellers/
Transporters are advised to 
follow Admin/Traffic advi-
sory. Possibility of  heavy 
snow at isolated higher 
reaches during 4th and 5th 
Jan,” read the statement.

Srinagar city recorded 
minus 3.5, Gulmarg minus 
11.5 and Pahalgam minus 
8.4 as the minimum tem-
perature.

Jammu city had 7.1, Katra 
town 5, Batote 1.5, Banihal 
minus 2.3 and Bhaderwah 
minus 1.4 as the minimum 
temperature.

The 40-day-long P-06

Cold Wave Intensifies In Kashmir
Gulmarg Shivers At Minus 11.5, Pahalgam Records Minus 8.4 Deg Celsius 

BRO To Maintain 
Mughal Road Stretch

POONCH: In a significant step 
towards enhancing road connec-
tivity, the Mughal Road stretch 
from Bufliaz to Pir Ki Gali has 
been handed over to the Border 
Roads Organization (BRO) by the 
Public Works Department (PWD).

The transition was facilitated 
with the efforts of  District Devel-
opment Commissioner Vikas 
Kundal, and was completed with 
all necessary formalities.

The Deputy Commissioner 
confirmed the handover and 
emphasized the importance of  
maintaining this crucial road 
stretch. He urged the BRO to 
enhance infrastructure support 
during the winter months, ensur-
ing better accessibility for both 
civilian traffic and security forces 
in the region. P-06

...War Against Corruption

ACB Filed 87 Graft 

Cases In 2024  
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Continuing 
its war against corrup-
tion this year as well, 
the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) filed 87 
cases, including 42 in 
Jammu division and 45 
in the Valley besides 
filing charge-sheets 
against 32 accused 
before the court of  
law in the Union Ter-
ritory.

Also, the anti-graft body 
filed 23 trap cases and 13 
cases of  Disproportionate 
Assets against corrupt offi-
cials during 2024, in line with 
its ‘zero tolerance’ policy for 
corruption.

“Corrupt officials have a 

demoralizing effect on honest 
public servants, and corrup-

tion by public servants 
has become a gigantic 
problem. Large-scale 
corruption retards 

nation-building activi-
ties, affecting everyone 
adversely. Corrup-
tion in any society is 
inversely proportional 
to good governance, 

provoking a range of  
economic and social 

problems,” an ACB 
spokesperson said Tuesday.

He said that the inves-
tigation of  cases in ACB is 
carried out in a thorough 
manner and strenuous 
efforts are put to collect evi-
dence.

Besides it, the P-06

Terror Handler’s 
Rs 52.5L Property 
Attached

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Bandipora 
Police attached residential 
land worth Rs 52.5 lakhs 
belonging to a terror han-
dler at Hilalabad Nesbal 
Sumbal on monday

Police spokesperson in 
a statement issued here 
said that the property, 
measuring 2 Kanals and 
7.5 Marlas, was attached 
under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) 
Act. The land, registered 
under Survey Nos. 898 (1.5 
Marlas), 862 (7.75 Marlas), 
and 938 (1 Kanal P-06

PM Wishes Nation On New Year In A Poetic Style 

AGENCIES 

NEW DELHI: Reflecting the 
mood of  a confident India eager 
to march ahead, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Tues-
day wished a Happy New Year 
to countrymen in a post on X 
and recounted the remarkable 
progress and transformation 
achieved in 2024.

Calling it a “poetic celebra-

tion”, PM Modi, in his post in 
Hinglish, said, “Mera Bharat 
Badh raha (My India is taking 
big strides of  progress).

“From space to soil, railways 
to runways, culture to innova-
tion, #IndiaIn2024 marked a 
year of  remarkable progress 
& transformation!” wrote PM 
Modi in a heartfelt message.

“A poetic celebration as we 
stride confidently P-06

LG Greets People 
On New Year

JAMMU: The Union Territory 
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha has greeted the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir on the 
eve of  New Year 2025.

In a message the Lieuten-
ant Governor said, “On the 
joyous occasion of  New Year, 
I convey my warm greetings 
and good wishes to all. P-06

Union Home Secy Winds 

Up 2-Day Kashmir Visit

AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR: Before wind-
ing up his 2-day Kashmir 
visit Union Home Secretary 
Govind Mohan on Tuesday 
called on the Commissioner 
Secretaries to ensure that 
common people in Jammu 
and Kashmir get direct ben-
efits of  the centrally spon-
sored schemes.

Sources told a local news 

agency KNO that the Union 
Home Secretary chaired a 
key meeting here and evalu-
ated the progress of  infra-
structure and employment-
driven projects funded by the 
Centre.

They said that the meet-
ing was attended by J&K 
Chief  Secretary Atal Duloo, 
Commissioner Secretaries 
of  different departments and 
other top officials. P-06

Kashmir's Patron Saint And Stir Over Omitted School Lesson
AGENCIES 

SRINAGAR: When cultur-
al heritage is sought to be 
safeguarded, the traditional 
values that instil catholicity 
and inclusiveness might be 
expected to be light houses 
standing amid rough waves 
but quite the contrary nearly 
happened in Kashmir. The 
mere gesture spoke volumes 
and drew out voices loud and 
assertive.

When a school curriculum 
was altered, it was deemed 
“blue-pencilling” and “cul-
tural terrorism.” The omis-
sion of  a chapter on Sheikh-
ul-Alam from the English 
syllabus of  class 9 was a vehe-
mently opposed move. CPI-M 
MLA from south Kashmir’s 
Kulgam, Mohammed Yousuf  
Tarigami found it “deeply 
troubling that an entire chap-
ter on the revered Sufi saint 
Sheikh-ul-Alam has been 
dropped from the Class IX 
textbook.”

Pointing to the backdrop 
of  this development, he 
posted on X: “This blue pen-
cilling, carried out prior to 
the Assembly polls, is unac-
ceptable to a society rooted 
in rich Sufi traditions.” Turn-
ing to the state to redress, he 

urged Chief  Minister Omar 
Abdullah to “intervene and 
ensure that this crucial chap-
ter is reinstated, thereby pre-
serving and honouring our 
rich cultural and Sufi heri-
tage.”

Who was Sheikh-ul-
Alam?

A Sufi saint by the name 
of  Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Wali, 
said to have been born in 1377 
in present day Kulgam, was 
a mystic, poet and Islamic 
preacher who wielded great 

influence over the masses. 
Counted as one of  the found-
ers of  the Rishi order in 
Kashmir, he was bestowed 
the title of  ‘Sheikh-ul-Alam’, 
meaning spiritual guide of  
the world.

He continues to be known 
as Nund Rishi as well, as he 
was fondly called. “Nund 
means beautiful in Kashmi-
ri,” said G. N. Adfar, author 
of  ‘The Alchemy of  Light’, a 
trilogy compiling verses by 
the mystic poet translated in 

English. “He lived 700 years 
ago. Kashmir has not pro-
duced another Nund Rishi,” 
he said. “There is no home 
in Kashmir whether Muslim 
or non-Muslim where people 
will not be aware of  Nund 
Rishi because his teachings 
are for humanity, not for a 
particular sect,” he added.

He explained that Rishis 
were people who lived in for-
ests, away from society and 
devoted themselves entirely 
to the worship of  P-06
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PW(R&B) DIVISION CHRARI-SHARIEF

Near: Nowhar(Iqbal Abad) Chrar-I-Sharief        E-mail: xenrnbchrar23@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

SINGLE COVER SYSTEM
E-NIT No.41/RNB/CHRAR of 2024-25 Dated:31/12/2024

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt.,CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

SN Name of Work
Cost of T/

Doc. (In 
Rupees}

Earnest 
Money (In 
Rupees}

Time of 
completion 

(days)

M.H OF
Account

Class Of 
Contactor

1 2 4 5 6 7 8

1 Supply, installition/Arrangement of various components/
items on eve of Republic Day (26th January, 2025) 200/- 1000/- FY 2024-25 Contingencies C/D

Position of AAA: - Accorded
Position of funds: - Available/Committed
Project Authority:  Chief Engineer, PWD (R&B) Department Kashmir.
1.	 The	 Bidding	 documents	 consisting	 of	 qualifying	 information,	 eligibility	 criteria,	 specifications,	 Drawings,	 bill	 of	 quantities	

(B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website 
www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 31/12/2024
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 31/12//2024
3 Bid submission Start Date 31/12/2024
4 Bid Submission End Date 10/01/2025 upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids 11/01/2025at 11:30 AMin	the	office	of	Executive Engineer R&B Division Chrarisharief

Note :-The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploading softcopy.
Any short fall found in the soft copy will render the Bid rejected.
As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Secteriat Finance department vide No.OM No. A/24(2017)-651 
dtd.07-06-2018 which reads as under :-
a)  Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with .The same should be obtained 

only	from	the	Bidder	who’s	declared	1st	Lowest	(L-1)	after	opening	of	financial	bids.
b)  The Cost of tender document should be collected by introducing Treasury Challan (Receipt).
2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan (deposited in MH: 0059) in favour of 

Executive Engineer R&B Division Chrarisharief (Tender Inviting Authority)and Earnest money / Bid security in shape of CDR/
FDR/BGpledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Chrarisharief(Tender Receiving Authority).The Bank Guarantee should be 
valid for 45 days beyond bid validity.

19.	 The	tender/bid	is	liable	to	rejection	if	it	does	not	fulfill	the	requirements	as	laid	down	in	NIT.
20. 50% of the normal deposits (Deducted at 10% from running bills) to be released after virtual completion of the work and balance 

50% after completion of DLP.
21. AllothertermsconditionsareasperPWDForm25(Double agreement Form).
22. Time is the essence of the contract; the bidders shall adhere strictly to the time frame given by the department/ Engineer-in-

Charge.
23. The work being of emergent nature, the bidders must always be prepared to start the work on even very short notices.
24. All the hired items must be of standard quality apt for the event, clean, in proper condition, attractive, etc. to the best satisfaction 

of Engineer-in-Charge.
25. Since the work is related to a festive event, the work force engaged are supposed to be prompt, ethical and shall maintain 

proper discipline during the entire event.
No.4508-17 Executive Engineer
Dated:17/12/2024 R&B Division ChrarishariefDIPK-10291-24

DT: 31/12/2024

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD (R&B) DIVISION RAFIABAD.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Fresh E-TENDERING/NIT No:- 46 of R&B/RW/2024-25 Dated:26-12-2024 (3rd call)
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of J&K Expression of Interest(EOI) are invited from approved and eligible 
Bidders as per Instruction to Bidder (ITB) and Terms of Reference at Annexure-I. The Bidder(Firm/Consultant/Agency/Company)should 
have the eligibility as per Annexure-II under Eligibility Criteria for each of the following works:-

S.No. Name of work
Estimated  

cost of 
project

Adv. Cost for 
consultancy

Cost of 
Tender 

document
E/ Money Time for 

completion
Type of 

consultancy

1

Consultancy services (structural/ Archi-
tectural/Geo Tech investigation)/ other 
for construction of 1x30 meter span Plate 
Girder Bridge at Doabgah on Nallah Vi-
balat Rafiabad incl.. Soil investigation.
(under NABARD RIDF XXIX)

629.41 lacs 4.50 lacs 200/- 9000/- 60 days

Structural/ 
Architectural 

Consultancy with 
Soil investigation 
and exploration.

Position of AAA = Accorded
Position of Funds = Available
1. The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Setof terms- and 

conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below:

S. No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 26-12-2024
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From       26-12-2024
3 Bid submission Start Date From       26-12-2024
4 Bid Submission End Date To 03-01-2025 (04:00PM)

5 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 03-01-2025 (04:30PM)
In the office of Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division Rafiabad.

Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt(Under MH- 0059 PWD) infavour of 
Executive Engineer R&B Division Rafiabad [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)
(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid 
and Bid Submission End Date) and the bidders residing Outside UT of J&K can submit DD of any nationalized bank in favour of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Rafiabad the cost of tender document fee is non refundable.
2. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form 

of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer R&B Division Rafiabad . Besides that, the 
successful bidder will have to provide Performance Security @ 3% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the 
Government’s circular instructions from time to time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful 
bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security of 3% of the total cost, which will be released after successful 
completion of the work

3. 10% normal deposit will be withheld on passing of each bill for the payment and same will be released after the completion of work
4. The date and time   of opening of Bid shall be notified   on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders 

automatically through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Response shall be opened online on same WebSite 
in the office of Executive Engineer PWD (R&B)Division Rafiabad.

5. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from“Bidders Manual Kit”on 

website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.
b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get„ Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) □ as per Information Technology Act-

2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors.
c. The  bidders  have  to submit  their bids  online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in 

physical form.
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid. 

DIPK-10234-24
DT: 31/12/2024

A Year of Legislative Reform: 

Modernizing India's Lawscape

The year 2024 witnessed 
a flurry of  legislative 
activity aimed at mod-

ernizing India's legal frame-
work and aligning it with the 
demands of  a rapidly evolv-
ing nation. From sweep-
ing criminal code reforms 
to crucial amendments in 
key sectors like banking, 
aviation, and maritime, the 
government demonstrated 
a commitment to creating a 
more efficient, just, and cit-
izen-centric legal landscape.

A cornerstone of  these 
reforms was the intro-
duction of  the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam, and 
Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita, collectively 
replacing the Indian Penal 
Code, the Indian Evidence 
Act, and the Code of  
Criminal Procedure. This 
move, aimed at "indigeniz-
ing" India's legal system, 

reflects a conscious effort 
to move away from colo-
nial-era laws and create 
a legal framework more 
reflective of  contemporary 
Indian society and values.

The focus on modern-
izing India's legal frame-
work extended beyond 
criminal law. The pas-
sage of  the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention of  
Unfair Means) Bill, 2024, 
aimed to restore trust in 
public examinations and 
ensure a level playing field 
for all students. Similarly, 
the Bharatiya Vayuyan 
Vidheyak, 2024, sought to 
modernize the regulatory 
framework for the aviation 
sector, empowering India 
to become a global leader 
in aircraft design and man-
ufacturing.

The maritime sector 
also witnessed significant 
reforms. The Carriage of  

Goods by Sea Bill, 2024, 
replaced a century-old act, 
enhancing cargo protection 
and aligning Indian mari-
time law with international 
best practices. The Coastal 
Shipping Bill, 2024, aimed 
to simplify licensing pro-
cedures for Indian-flagged 
vessels, boosting domes-
tic shipping and creating 
employment opportunities.

The government also 
took crucial steps to 
strengthen India's finan-
cial sector. The Banking 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2024, introduced measures 
to enhance customer con-
venience, strengthen inves-
tor protection, and improve 
the efficiency of  coopera-
tive banks.

One of  the most ambi-
tious legislative initiatives 
of  the year was the move 
towards "One Nation, One 
Election." The Constitution 

(One Hundred and Twenty-
Ninth Amendment) Bill, 
2024, aimed to synchronize 
elections to the Lok Sabha 
and all State Legislative 
Assemblies, potentially 
streamlining the electoral 
process, reducing political 
disruptions, and optimiz-
ing resource allocation.

T hese  le gis lat ive 
reforms represent a signif-
icant step towards build-
ing a modern and efficient 
legal framework for India. 
While challenges remain, 
these initiatives reflect 
the government's com-
mitment to good gover-
nance, economic growth, 
and social justice. As 
India continues its jour-
ney towards becoming a 
global leader, a robust and 
responsive legal system 
will be crucial to navigat-
ing the complexities of  the 
21st century.

Jammu and Kashmir 2024:

127 Lives Lost in Militancy-
Related Incidents

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In 2024, 
Jammu and Kashmir faced 
an exceptionally tumultu-
ous year marked by esca-
lating militant activity. 
Over the year, 69 militants 
were killed in various 
encounters, including 24 
local militants, 27 non-local 
militants, and 18 infiltra-
tors. The year also saw the 
loss of  29 army soldiers, 
including five officers, 
with many injured in dif-
ferent militancy-related 
incidents across the region. 
Three Army potters, a cop, 
2 CRPF personnel, 6 local 
civilians and 17 non-local 
civilians were also killed in 
the year 2024.

Local Militants: The 
ongoing militancy claimed 
the lives of  24 local mili-
tants, some of  whom were 
leaders within the ranks 
of  the Lashkar-e-Taiba. 
Among the slain militants, 
included Bilal Rasool Bhat 
from Shopian, Let Com-
mander Basit Dar, Umar 
Khan, and Riyaz Ahmad 
Dar from Pulwama, 
and several others from 
Kulgam, Shopian, Budgam, 
and Anantnag districts. 
These militants were killed 
during gunfights with the 
joint forces in various 
areas across the region.

Non-Local Militants: 
At least 27 non-local mili-
tants were also neutralized 

in encounters throughout 
the year. Their deaths 
occurred in various dis-
tricts, including Baramul-
la, Kulgam, and Kupwara.

Infiltrators: The army 
successfully neutralized 
18 infiltrators this year, 
mainly during gunfights 
along the Line of  Control 
in areas like Sabura Nalla 
(Baramulla), Keran Sector 
(Kupwara), and Nowshera 
(Rajouri).

Losses in the Armed 
Forces: The year 2024 wit-
nessed the killings of  29 
soldiers including five offi-
cers. Among the casualties 
were soldiers killed during 
encounters in volatile 
areas such as Nowshera, 
Kulgam, and Poonch, as 
well as in targeted attacks 
on military posts and con-
voys. The tragic attack in 
the Badnota area of  Kathua 
resulted in the deaths of  
five soldiers, while sev-
eral others were injured in 
encounters throughout the 
region.

Injuries to Armed 
Forces Personnel: Along-
side the fatalities, 55 men 
in uniform were injured in 
militant-related incidents, 
ranging from landmine 
blasts to direct gunfire. 
These soldiers sustained 
injuries while engag-
ing militants in forests, 
checkpoints, and during 
ambushes in several dis-
tricts including Doda, 

Kathua, and Poonch.
Civilian Casualties: 

The civilian population 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
also bore the brunt of  the 
violence. A total of  6 local 
civilians lost their lives due 
to militant attacks. Among 
them were a government 
employee in Rajouri, a 
BJP Sarpanch in Shop-
ian, and a civilian in a 
mistaken identity incident 
in Samba. Additionally, 
non-local civilians, includ-
ing 17 migrant workers 
and pilgrims, were killed 
in targeted attacks across 
the region. The most sig-
nificant of  these incidents 
occurred when militants 
ambushed a bus carry-
ing pilgrims from Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, 
leading to the deaths of  at 
least 10 individuals.

Army Potters and Police 
Losses: In addition to army 
personnel, three army pot-
ters lost their lives in mili-
tant attacks. Rajesh Kumar 
died in an explosion near 
the LoC in Rajouri, while 
two others were killed 
during a militant attack 
on an army vehicle in Gul-
marg, Baramulla. In the 
police force, a head con-
stable was killed in Kog-
mandali village of  Kathua 
district.

Militant Attacks: The 
year witnessed several 
major attacks. The first of  
2024 occurred when mili-

tants targeted an army 
convoy in Krishna Ghati, 
Poonch, although there 
were no casualties. Howev-
er, the most lethal of  these 
attacks occurred in Kath-
ua's Badnota area, where 
five soldiers were killed. 
Militants also carried out 
attacks on police posts in 
Udhampur, Rajouri, and 
Kathua.

Encounters Across 
Jammu and Kashmir: In 
terms of  counterinsurgen-
cy operations, encounters 
were reported in various 
areas, from Srinagar's 
Khanyar and Dachigam 
to Bandipora's Gurez 
Sector and Baramulla's 
Uri Sector. In the northern 
districts of  Kupwara and 
Rajouri, several gunfights 
took place, particularly in 
areas like Machil Sector, 
Kamkari Sector, and Now-
shera. Notable encounters 
also occurred in the for-
ests of  Doda, Poonch, and 
Kishtwar, with security 
forces battling militants in 
challenging terrain.

VDG Members: The Vil-
lage Defense Guard (VDG) 
also suffered losses, with 
three members killed and 
one injured in different 
militant attacks. These 
local defence groups, which 
assist security forces in 
maintaining order in rural 
areas, have increasingly 
been targeted by militants. 
[KNT]

Nisar Ahmad Wani, 
Member J&K Special 
Tribunal attains 
Superannuation

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Nisar Ahmad Wani, a 
JKAS officer of  1999 batch who was 
presently serving as Hon'ble Member 
J&K Special Tribunal attained super-
annuation today on 31st December, 
2024 after serving J&K Government 
in various capacities.

A grand farewell for the outgo-
ing Hon'ble Member was organised, 
wherein he was accorded warm 
send-off  by his subordinates and col-
leagues, who recollected his humility, 
genuine dedication towards produc-
tive work and empathy as a public 
servant.

Wani, throughout his impactful 
and stupendous career has served 
across multitude of  departments and 
has held various important places 
of  posting like Deputy Commission-
er Poonch, Special Secretary RDD, 
Director FCS&CA Kashmir, Director 
Tourism Kashmir, MD JKTDC, Direc-
tor Employment J&K etc.

‘Three million tourists visit 

Kashmir in 2024’
Kashmir's  popularity growing on global scale: Director Tourism

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: As the year 
2024 comes to a close, 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
experienced a transforma-
tive period marked by both 
challenges and achieve-
ments. Among the stand-
out developments was the 
resurgence of  the tourism 
sector, a lifeline for Kash-
mir often referred to as 
“Paradise on Earth.”The 
year saw an influx of  both 
domestic and international 
visitors.

According to official 
data, Jammu and Kashmir 
welcomed approximately 3 
million tourists this year. 
This remarkable number 
included pilgrims of  the 
Amarnath Yatra and visi-
tors drawn by the natu-
ral beauty of  the region. 
Notably, the health resort 
of  Sonamarg emerged as 
a major attraction, with 
817,708 tourists basking in 
its serene landscapes and 
breathtaking vistas.

The Director Tourism, 
Kashmir, Raja Yaqoob 

while talking to the news 
agency Kashmir News 
Trust highlighted the sig-
nificance of  this record-
breaking year. Speaking 
over the phone, he said that 
the unprecedented arrival 
of  3 million tourists has 
elevated the tourism sector 
to new heights. “The influx 
of  foreign tourists, coupled 
with a surge in domestic 
visitors, reflects the Kash-
mir's growing popularity 
on a global scale,” he said.

Raja Yaqoob expressed 
optimism for the coming 

year, stating that the 
department is committed to 
further promoting Jammu 
and Kashmir's unparal-
leled natural beauty and 
warm hospitality. “Plans 
are underway to enhance 
the global profile of  the 
valley, ensuring its contin-
ued growth as a premier 
travel destination,” he said 
adding that the focus will 
remain on sustaining this 
momentum while preserv-
ing the cultural and eco-
logical heritage that makes 
Valley unique. [KNT]

Doodhpathri Welcomes 1.86 million 
Tourists in 2024, Emerging as a Key 
Destination in Kashmir: CEO

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Doodhpathri, the 
picturesque meadow in Central 
Kashmir’s Budgam recorded an 
impressive milestone in 2024, 
attracting 1.86 million tourists. 
Reyaz Ahmad, Chief  Executive 
Officer of  the Doodhpathri Devel-
opment Authority, attributed this 
remarkable growth to years of  
sustained development and dedi-
cated promotional efforts. “This 
surge in tourism is a reflection 
of  our consistent efforts to make 
Doodhpathri a prime attraction 
for visitors from around the 
world,” he said.

 “The breakdown of the tourist 
influx highlights the diverse appeal 

of  the destination: 1,482 interna-
tional tourists, 1,182,843 domestic 
travellers, and 681,255 local visitors 
explored the breathtaking land-
scapes and serene environment of  
Doodhpathri over the past year.”

CEO Reyaz Ahmad emphasized 
that this record turnout is not only 
a testament to Doodhpathri’s nat-
ural allure but also to the infra-
structure and amenities developed 
in recent years. “The influx of  visi-
tors underscores the success of  
our initiatives to promote Doodh-
pathri as a premier tourist spot. 
Our commitment to sustainable 
tourism and community engage-
ment has played a pivotal role in 
this achievement,” he stated,” he 
said. [KNT]
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE DIVISION – IV.
PAMPORE KASHMIR – 192121  Email: xentlmd4@gmail.com  

EXTENSION NOTICE-3
In view of the poor response the last date of receipt of tenders (online), bid submission end date and bid opening date of NIT No: 
TLMD/IV/e-NIT/05 of 2024-25  for “Annual Routine/ Maintenance of 450MVA, 220/132/33kV Grid Station Zainakote, 450MVA,  
220/132kV Grid Station Pampore and 100MVA, 132/33kV Grid Station Nowbugh Chadoora  Under the jurisdiction of  TLMD-IV Pamp-
ore for the year 2024-25 is further extended as under:

1 e-Bid submission end date and time 07-01-2025 up to 14:00 hrs

2 Date of opening of online techno 
commercial /financial bid 08-01-2025 at 16:00 hrs

All other terms and conditions shall remain same. The tender document / NIT / BOQ can be downloaded from websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in. 
 --sd-- 
DIPK-NB-3019-24 Executive Engineer,
DT: 31/12/2024       TLMD-IV Pampore

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
TRANSMISSION LINE MAINTENANCE DIVISION – IV.
PAMPORE KASHMIR – 192121 Email: xentlmd4@gmail.com  

EXTENSION NOTICE-3
In view of the poor response the last date of receipt of tenders (online), bid submission end date and bid opening date of NIT No: TLMD/
IV/e-NIT/06 of 2024-25  for “Annual Routine/ Maintenance (AMC) of 220kV Wagoora-Zainakote and 220kV D/C Kishenpur Pampore 
Tr. line and 132kV D/C Budgam-Chadoora Transmission lines Under the jurisdiction of TLMD-IV Pampore for the year 2024-25 is further 
extended as under:

1 e-Bid submission end date and time 07-01-2025 up to 14:00 hrs

2 Date of opening of online techno 
commercial /financial bid 08-01-2025at 16:00 hrs

All other terms and conditions shall remain same. The tender document / NIT / BOQ can be downloaded from websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in. 

 -sd-
DIPK-NB-3020-24 Executive Engineer,
DT: 31/12/2024 TLMD-IV Pampore

GOVT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER
POSHAN PROJECT KAKAPORA

RE-ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
Applications are hereby invited from the eligible female candidates of the Panch ward shown against the below mentioned Panchayat Halqa, for the 
engagement of AWH's (Shayikas) for the Anganwadi Centre of POSHAN Project Kakapora on "Honorarium basis". The applications along with required 
documents shall be submitted in the Office of undersigned i.e the Child Development Project Officer Kakapora within 07 days from the date of publication 
of this notice.

S.No Name of Poshan Project Name of the Post No of Posts Name of AWC Panchayat Halqa Punch  Constituency No
01 Kakapora AWH (Shayikas) 01 Kakapora-D l(akapora-B PC-i

Criteria for Selection of Sahayikas (Anganwadi Helpers):-
► Women candidates in the age group of 18-37 years shall be considered for the post.
► The candidate should be a domicile of the UT of J&K.
► The candidate should be a resident of the Electoral Ward where Anganwadi Centre is located.
► Minimum qualification for Anganwadi Helper shall be Matriculation.
► In case no matriculate candidate is available in the Ward, candidates with qualification not less than 8th standard shall be considered.
► The committee shall select the most destitute/needy married women of the ward as helper from amongst those who fulfill the qualification 

criteria. In case no married candidate is available, unmarried candidate can also be considered.
Self-attested copies of documents to be attached with the application form of Shayikas (AWH)
► Panch Ward Certificate/ Present /continuous, Ward residence certificate issued by BDO.
► Domicile Certificate issued by Tehsildar concerned.
► Date of Birth Certificate.
► Academic Qualification Certificates with Marks card of 10th
► Non employment Certificate from a Gazetted Officer.
► Self-Addressed envelope with postage stamp of Rs 5/-.
► The application forms for Shayikas shall be obtained from office of the U/S free of cost. ^
No:-CDPO/Kak/Adv/2024/756-773  Child Project Officer 
Dated: -31-12-2024  Poshan, Kakapora

DIPK-10233-24
DT: 31/12/2024

DEMISE
With profound grief and sorrow we inform the 
untimely demise of Mrs. Sabiha Fayaz( Rosy) 
W/o Mr Fayaz Ahmed Rah R/o Sona Masjid 
Fateh Kadal Srinagar who passed away on 
31/12/2024(Tuesday). May Allah grant janat u 
firdous to the departed soul. Fateh khani will be 
held on 02/01 /2025(Thursday) at their ancestral 
graveyard near Sona Masjid Karfali Mohalla at 
10:30 am... Inshallah.

BEREAVED

RAH FAMILY
7006152009 (Fahad Rah). 

9906611644 (Fayaz Ahmad Rah)

MP Ladakh Haji Hanifa Jan 
Visits Atul International 
Taekwondo Academy
Interacts with Players from Ladakh

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a significant 
move to encourage and sup-
port athletes from Ladakh, 
Member of  Parliament Haji 
Hanifa Jan visited the Atul 
International Taekwondo 
Academy in Channi Himmat 
today. The visit focused on 
meeting international-level 
Taekwondo players from 
Ladakh and addressing their 
challenges. The academy, led 
by India’s top Taekwondo 
coach, Master Atul Pango-
tra, is currently training 
several prominent players 
from Ladakh, including State 
Awardee Shahnaz Parveen 
and international athletes 
Sonam Chopshal, Zeeshan 
Mehdi, and Rinchen Youdol.

During his interaction, 
MP Haji Hanifa Jan engaged 
with the athletes to under-
stand their routine, struggles, 
and aspirations. He assured 
them of  his commitment to 
addressing their concerns 
and promised to take their 
issues to the Hon’ble Lieu-
tenant Governor of  Ladakh 
and the Union Government.

The players highlighted 
various challenges, includ-
ing financial constraints, 
limited facilities, and lack of  
government support, which 
hinder their preparation for 

national and international 
events. The MP appreciated 
their dedication and empha-
sized the need for immedi-
ate intervention to support 
their journey.

Recognizing the efforts 
of  Master Atul Pangotra, 
MP Haji Hanifa Jan felici-
tated him with traditional 
khataks and a memento. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
the MP lauded Master Atul 
Pangotra’s contribution 
to training athletes with 
advanced techniques and 
ensuring their competitive-
ness at global levels.

“Master Atul Pango-
tra has made tremendous 
efforts in nurturing the 
talent of  Ladakh’s players 
despite limited resources. 
His vision and dedication 
are helping these athletes 
bring laurels to the region 
and the nation,” MP Haji 
Hanifa Jan stated.

Addressing the media, 

MP Haji Hanifa Jan spoke 
passionately about the 
struggles faced by athletes, 
particularly from remote 
areas like Ladakh. He noted 
that while the public often 
celebrates their achieve-
ments, the hardships 
endured by the players, 
their families, and coaches 
remain largely unnoticed.

“It is crucial to secure the 
future of  athletes who dedi-
cate their lives to sports and 
bring glory to the nation. 
Financial support and 
proper facilities are essen-
tial. Players from Ladakh 
often belong to lower-mid-
dle-class families and bear 
the expenses themselves. 
This is a great sacrifice, 
and I will personally take 
up this issue with the Union 
Government to ensure that 
financial constraints do not 
hinder their progress,” he 
added.

State Awardee and Inter-

national Player Shahnaz 
Parveen expressed her 
gratitude for the MP’s 
visit. “This is the first time 
a public representative, 
especially an MP, has vis-
ited us and listened to our 
concerns. This boosts our 
morale and gives us hope 
for better support in the 
future,” she said.

Master Atul Pangotra 
echoed her sentiments, 
emphasizing the potential of  
the Ladakh Taekwondo Asso-
ciation to produce Olympic-
level athletes. “Despite limit-
ed resources, the medal tally 
for UT Ladakh is high. With 
adequate support, they can 
train more players to com-
pete in international events 
and even the Olympics,” he 
said.

MP Haji Hanifa Jan 
concluded his visit with a 
commitment to prioritize 
the needs of  athletes from 
Ladakh. “Our athletes are 
an inspiration for the youth. 
Supporting them will pave 
the way for more young 
people to take up sports and 
represent Ladakh and India 
on global platforms. I will 
ensure that their grievances 
are addressed and resources 
are made available to help 
them achieve their dreams,” 
he said.

GMC Anantnag Makes History: First 

Institution Worldwide to Complete 50 

LBB-A Pacing Procedures Using C-arm
This is a milestone in super specialty healthcare, my team's dedication has been 
exemplary: Principal GMC Anantnag, Dr. Ruksana

AAZAN MANZOOR

ANANTNAG: Govern-
ment Medical College 
(GMC) Anantnag has made 
history as the first institu-
tion worldwide to complete 
50 Left Bundle Branch 
Area (LBB-A) pacing pro-
cedures using a C-arm 
system, a groundbreaking 
achievement accomplished 
without Electrophysiology 
(EP) bawckup.

As per the details col-
lected by the news agency 
JKNS under the guid-
ance of  Principal Prof. 
Dr. Rukhsana Najeeb, the 
GMC Anantnag cardiology 
team—Dr. Syed Maqbool, 
Dr. Shamim Iqbal, and Dr. 
Showkat Hussain Shah—
achieved this milestone in 
just four months, overcom-
ing numerous challenges.

Officials from GMC 
Anantnag said the ini-
tiative began in Septem-

ber 2024, with the aim of  
replacing conventional 
pacemaker implantation 
with LBB-A pacing. Con-
ventional pacemakers, 
which place leads in the 
right ventricular (RV) apex 
or septum, can cause Pace-
maker-Induced Cardiomy-
opathy (PIM) in 10–20% of  
patients within 3–4 years, 
potentially leading to heart 
failure, recurrent hospital-
izations, or even death.

They said LBB-A pacing 
offers a safer alternative, 
targeting the heart's natu-
ral conduction system 
rather than the RV muscle, 
thereby eliminating these 
complications. Since its 
introduction in 2017, the 
technology has been widely 
adopted globally, including 
in institutions across India 
and Jammu and Kashmir.

“While most institutions 
perform LBB-A pacing in 
cath labs with EP guidance, 

GMC Anantnag is unique 
for conducting these proce-
dures without EP backup, 
using a C-arm system. It is 
also the leading institution 
in Jammu and Kashmir for 
the number of LBB-A proce-
dures performed,” they said.

In the meanwhile, GMC 
Anantnag treated a diverse 
range of  patients, including 
those with complete heart 
block, sick sinus syndrome, 
Dilated Cardiomyopathy 
(DCM), Left Bundle Branch 
Block (LBBB), and even 
Hypertrophic Cardiomy-
opathy (HCM). The team 
achieved a 95% success rate 
with no mortality across 
50 cases, despite resource 
constraints and the lack of  
a dedicated cath lab.

Moreover, Principal 
GMC Anantnag, Prof. Dr. 
Rukhsana Najeeb while 
talking to news agency 
JKNC, supported the ini-
tiative from its inception, 

demonstrating her com-
mitment to advancing 
super specialty healthcare 
in South Kashmir.

Congratulating the 
team, she said, “Histori-
cally, pacing from the RV 
apex has been the standard 
approach to treat patients 
with bradyarrhythmia. 
However, the long-term 
complications of  this 
method have led to the 
development of  conduc-
tion system pacing, which 
mimics natural heart 
rhythms.”

Dr. Najeeb further said 
the challenges of  perform-
ing such procedures with-
out a dedicated cath lab or 
EP systems, relying instead 
on a primitive C-arm 
system and ECG guidance.

“All patients treated 
under this program are 
doing well and are under 
regular follow-up,” she 
added. —(JKNS)

Katra Ropeway Controversy

Manjit Singh urges government 
to address the concerns and 
apprehensions of the protesting 
stakeholders

Kashmiri Pandits integral part 
of our culture: Deputy CM
Visits Jagti Nagrota, takes stock of essential 
services, other facilities

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Former minister 
and Apni Party’s Provin-
cial President for Jammu, 
S. Manjit Singh, on Tuesday 
called on the government 
to engage with protesting 
stakeholders and address 
their legitimate concerns 
and apprehensions regard-
ing the proposed ropeway 
project to the Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi shrine.

He also urged the govern-
ment to release the arrest-
ed members of  Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Sangharsh 
Samiti who were detained 
during a protest march 
against the ropeway project.

Pertinently, the proposed 
Katra-Sanjichhat ropeway 
is intended to bypass the old 
Katra-Banga-Adi Kunwari 
route of  the Vaishno Devi 
pilgrimage. Locals, includ-
ing traders, shopkeepers, 
pony walas, labourers, and 
hoteliers, have been oppos-
ing the project. They argue 
that the ropeway would 
impact their livelihoods, 
as visiting pilgrims would 
no longer require their ser-

vices once the ropeway is 
completed and operational.

In a statement issued 
here, Manjit Singh said, 
“It is worrisome that the 
protest has been continu-
ing for the past six days in 
Katra against the proposed 
ropeway project to the Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine. 
The protesters argue that 
the ropeway could signifi-
cantly impact their sources 
of  livelihood. Their con-
cerns are legitimate to some 
extent. The government 
must engage with these 
stakeholders to address 
their concerns and appre-
hensions. Local stakehold-
ers cannot be left protesting 
like this. It is imperative for 
the authorities to initiate 
meaningful dialogue and 
ensure their concerns are 
adequately addressed.”

Demanding the immedi-
ate release of  the detained 
protesters, Singh said, 
“Unfortunately, some of  
the leaders of  the Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Sangharsh 
Samiti have been arrested 
by the police. They should 
be released immediately.”

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Deputy Chief  
Minister, Surinder Choud-
hary today reaffirmed that 
Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) 
are an integral part of  the 
cultural and social fabric 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
and the government is 
committed towards their 
dignified rehabilitation.

The Deputy CM made 
these remarks while 
addressing a function on 
the side lines of  his visit to 
Jagti Township, Nagrota 
here today.

The Deputy CM was 
accompanied by Relief  
Commissioner (Migrants), 
Director Health Services 
Jammu, Director General 
Floriculture, Director 
Food supplies Jammu, and 
other senior officers.

On the occasion, Surind-
er Choudhary reiterated 
the government’s dedica-
tion to addressing the con-
cerns of  Kashmiri Pandits 
and ensuring their well-
being through targeted 
initiatives, robust support 
system and various wel-
fare schemes.

“Efforts are being inten-

sified to provide a better 
quality of  life for the resi-
dents of  Jagti township 
and Kashmiri Migrants 
as a whole and our com-
mitment to their rehabili-
tation is unwavering,” he 
stated.

The deputy Chief  min-
ister directed the officers 
to redress the grievances 
of  the residents within the 
shortest possible time.

During his visit, the 
Deputy CM conducted a 
comprehensive review of  
the facilities available for 
the township residents. 
He assessed the status of  
health and education infra-
structure, availability of  
drinking water and other 
essential services.

In a detailed inspection 
of healthcare services at the 
Sub-District Hospital (SDH) 
in Jagti, the Deputy CM 
directed Director Health 
Services to ensure unin-
terrupted and high-quality 
medical care services. He 
also stressed on adequate 
supply of  medicines to meet 
the needs of  the patients 
besides upgrading the exist-
ing infrastructure at the 
hospital.

DC Kulgam reviews 
progress of RDSS projects

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Athar Aamir 
Khan, convened a meeting 
today to assess the prog-
ress of  works under the 
Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS) in 
the district.

During the meeting, 
Chief  Manager Power 
Grid briefed the DC on 
the status of  the projects. 
It was informed that the 
RDSS, with a project cost 
of  Rs. 126.9 crore, aims to 
strengthen the power dis-
tribution infrastructure in 
the district by installing 618 
new distribution transform-
ers and 330 km of LT Aerial 
Bundled Cables (ABC).

The initiative is 
designed to reduce Aggre-
gate Technical and Com-
mercial (AT&C) losses in 

Kulgam.
It was informed that the 

physical progress of  the 
works currently stands at 
approximately 22%.

The DC expressed dis-
satisfaction with the 
delayed supply of  distri-
bution transformers and 
directed the concerned 
to expedite the delivery 
process to ensure timely 
completion of  the project.

He further instructed to 
mobilize men and machin-
ery to ensure completion 
of  projects well in time.

The DC emphasized the 
importance of  completing 
the works within the stipu-
lated timeline to enhance 
the reliability and efficien-
cy of  the power distribu-
tion system in the district.

The meeting was also 
attended by ACR, Ex. Engi-
neer PDD, Tehsildar D. H. 
Pora and other officers.

Winter Season: Tourism 
Deptt nominates officers for 
assistance of tourists

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
ensure seamless assistance 
and support to tourists visit-
ing Kashmir during the ensu-
ing winter season, the Direc-
torate of  Tourism Kashmir 
today nominated officers and 
officials as Nodal Officers for 
various areas.

The officers shall coordi-
nate and oversee the efforts 
to ensure hassle free move-
ment and stay of tourists and 
to respond to any exigency/ 
issue being faced by the tour-
ists.

The Nodal Officers shall 
work under the overall 
supervision of Dr. S.D Chow-
dary, Deputy Director Tour-
ism, Enforcement (SSP), 
(9797066007).

Malik Waseem, Deputy 
Director Tourism (7006856600) 
shall oversee South Kashmir 
while Nasir Mehmood Khan, 
Deputy Director Tourism 
(9622669777) will manage 
North Kashmir and Abid 
Iqbal, Deputy Director Tour-
ism, (7006707274) will super-
vise grievances and assis-
tance of tourists in Central 
Kashmir.

The Nodal Officers shall 
closely liaise with the con-
cerned resort officers and 
concerned District Admin-
istrations/Departments for 
timely resolution of issues.

Furthermore, Resort Offi-
cers and Tourist police per-
sonnel shall remain available 
for rendering all the neces-
sary assistance to the tourists 
visiting the areas  during the 
winter season.

Assistant Director Tour-
ism Gulmarg, Tahir Mohi U 
Din (7006759980) along with 
Syed Rafi, SI Tourist Police 
(9419003753) for Gulmarg.

Assistant Director Tour-
ism Pahalgam Jahid Azad 
(7006245981) along with Mush-
taq Ahmad, SI Tourist Police 
(7889342088) for Pahalgam.

Tourist Officer, Mudasir 
Mushtaq (9906906115) Koker-
nag/Achabal/ Daksum along 
with Mushtaq Ahmad, HC 
Tourist Police (6005434129) for 
Kokernag and Muneera, LHC 
Tourist Police (9797872546) for 
Achabal.

Shafqat Ahmad Itoo, 
Assistant Tourist Officer 
(7006823575) for Doodhpath-
ri; while Basharat Hussain, 
Assistant Tourist Officer 
(9018679626) along with Fayaz 
Ahmad, ASI Tourist Police 
(9149729678) for Sonamarg.

Meanwhile, a Control 
Room has also been consti-
tuted at Tourist Reception 
Centre (TRC), Srinagar, to 
provide seamless assistance 
to tourists and respond to 
emergencies during this 
period.

Officers and officials 
deployed at the Control 
Room include Nisar Rasool, 
Assistant Director Tourism 
(9906663868); Azad Yaseen, 
Assistant Tourist Officer 
(7006146562); Gowhar Raffiee, 
Assistant Tourist Officer 
(7006580763); Sidharth Sathoo, 
Receptionist (7889727957); 
Rahul Pandita, Receptionist 
(7006389514); Vishant Pandi-
ta, Receptionist (7298506506); 
Zahida Parveen, and Abdul 
Rashid Bhat.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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Unlike previous generations, Gen 
Z faces the additional pressure of 
presenting a polished, marketable 
version of ourselves on social 
media—whether we’re making 
friends, dating, applying to schools, 
or seeking jobs. 

Online betting 
culture

T
here was a reason why online betting 
was not even allowed in some states in 
the United States of America (USA). The 
moment some of the states reversed the 

decision the results were for all to see. These 
states saw billions of dollars going into foreign 
online companies accounts from these states. 
Human psychology is positioned or rather 
aligned in a way that it gets attracted to the 
'now and here' more than the long-term slog.  
People would ideally want to emulate the feat 
of someone who became rich at 30 rather than 
someone who became rich at 60. Working hard 
on a brand for years makes the brand stronger, 
builds a character in the promoter of the brand 
and brings in a sense of gratitude and humility. 
Easy money does quite the opposite - funky 
shoes, costly watches, hipster cars, posh villas 
and foreign trips. The money which is accessed 
easily is also spent impulsively while money 
which is earned through years and years of 
hard work is spent for the right purposes. 
Recently we saw a man in south Kashmir losing 
about 80 lakh rupees over a period of time 
on a betting app. From what one could gather 
from the conversation the man must have been 
placing bets on the app for many weeks - he 
had been winning all this money noiselessly 
but when he lost it all in a short burst of time 
he decided to finally declare his bankruptcy 
in front of the media. Now we are hearing of 
another youth from the Chenab valley losing 
more than one crore rupees on another bet-
ting app. People must understand that there 
is no short cut to success. Success is earned 
through years and years of hard work, dedica-
tion and single-minded focus. One has to put 
in relentless labour and man hours, sacrifice a 
dozen things, curtail interactions with friends 
and relatives for an extended period of time to 
achieve success - it was, is and never will be an 
overnight phenomenon. 
The recent phenomenon of YouTubers earning 
millions in a matter of a few years is spawning 
a generation of youth who just want to make 
easy money. This trend has the potential to 
shrink the talent pool of the valley further. 
The south-Asian region is already battling with 
brain drain as the most talented of the youth 
are taking the first available flight to the first 
world to never return again. If a good majority 
of the youth are busy in constant pursuit of 
easy money then it is a very pitiable scenario. 
The youth must understand for once and for 
all that the only person or entity who earns on 
betting apps is the owner and the management 
of the betting app. Let better sense prevail!

GenZ and Nostalgia: What’s 
Fueling Their Love for the Past?

RIDA ALI

In an age of constant prog-
ress, I find myself retreat-
ing to the past. The world’s 

demands feel lighter when I’m 
watching old shows from the 
2000s. My film camera gives 
me the satisfaction of simpler 
moments in a way my iPhone 
can’t. Photos of “how things 
used to be” fill me with a sense 
of calm. And I know I’m not the 
only one in Gen Z who feels this 
way. Our generation may be 
the most nostalgic yet; 40% of 
Gen Z longs for eras we never 
lived through, while 70% reg-
ularly consumes media from 
earlier decades. Why is nostal-
gia so pervasive for us?

We have more advanced 
technology, more global con-
nectivity, and more options 
than any generation before. 
Yet we reach for things like 
film cameras and binge old 
episodes of Gilmore Girls or 
Wizards of Waverly Place. We 
wear Y2K fashion and embrace 
aesthetics that make the early 
2000s feel “vintage.” Brands 
cater to us with marketing 
filled with “vintage” and “nos-
talgic” imagery because they 
know it resonates. Why?

Nostalgia can act as a form 
of self-care, with familiar, 
pleasant activities activating 
the brain’s reward centres. For 
Gen Z, turning to early 2000s 
media offers that familiar-
ity in a time when the present 
feels increasingly uncertain. 
There’s comfort in returning 
to shows like Gilmore Girls, 
Harry Potter, and Friends, 
where you know exactly what 
to expect—every character’s 
quirks, every predictable con-
flict. While these shows may 
deal with drama, the prob-
lems feel contained, almost 
trivial, compared to the daunt-
ing global crises Gen Z faces 
today. Watching exaggerated 
portrayals of teenage struggle 
can feel reassuring, a reminder 
of when issues were simpler 
and more manageable. Howev-
er, with nostalgia often comes 
romanticization, leading to 
phrases like, “I was born in the 

wrong generation.” While this 
sentiment is understandable, 
it’s not unique to Gen Z. Every 
generation looks back long-
ingly on what feels like a sim-
pler, freer time, often as they 
transition into adulthood and 
face new responsibilities. Mil-
lennials felt a similar yearn-
ing for a world they hadn’t 
lived through—cue songs like 
Sandi Thom’s “I Wish I Was a 
Punk Rocker” with its ideal-
ized view of earlier eras. It’s 
human nature to crave those 
carefree years, even if each 
“simpler time” had its own set 
of challenges. The early 2000s 
were iconic, but like any other 
decade, they weren’t free of 
global issues.

Part of nostalgia, maybe, is 
the sheer speed and exposure 
of modern life. We can experi-

ence the world with a scroll or 
a swipe, which brings endless 
opportunities but also relent-
less comparisons. Social media 
shows us constant highlights, 
making it easy to feel that “yes-
terday” was brighter than today.

Documenting every moment 
is both a gift and a burden: we 
can cherish memories, yet 
we constantly measure them 
against the curated snapshots 
of others.

Unlike previous genera-
tions, Gen Z faces the addi-
tional pressure of presenting a 
polished, marketable version 
of ourselves on social media—
whether we’re making friends, 
dating, applying to schools, 
or seeking jobs. This need to 
“sell” ourselves can make even 
meaningful moments feel lack-
lustre if they don’t measure up 

to the endless parade of life’s 
“best” scenes. It’s no surprise 
that Gen Z reports higher 
levels of stress, anxiety, and 
depression than previous gen-
erations.

It wasn’t always this way. 
In the 70s, 80s, 90s, and early 
2000s, people weren’t flooded 
with images of past decades or 
perpetual comparisons. They 
simply lived each moment, 
free from the looming shadow 
of a virtual audience. They 
had more room to savour 
the uniqueness of their pres-
ent without the fear of falling 
short.

But social media is only 
part of the equation. For much 
of Gen Z, crucial moments of 
adolescence were overshad-
owed or stolen by a global pan-
demic. In addition, we face a 
housing crisis, inflation, and 
global warfare playing out on 
our screens, amplifying the 
weight of these challenges. 
Our generation stands at the 
intersection of hyper-individu-
alism and a deep commitment 
to social justice, which creates 
a unique tension: while we’re 
encouraged to craft distinct 
personal identities online, 
we’re also more aware than 
ever of the world’s problems, 
from systemic inequalities to 
environmental crises.

This awareness is intensi-
fied by the ways history and 
current events are documented 
and shared with us. Through 
our phones, we have access to 
images, testimonies, and news 
of injustices across the world 
in real-time. The past isn’t a 
distant memory—it’s alive in 
our feeds, in stories that spot-
light both the struggles and vic-
tories of previous generations.

We inherit these document-
ed memories and feel their 
weight, seeing not only how the 
world once was but also how 
much remains unchanged. 
With resources and platforms 
that allow us to organize and 
mobilize, we often feel both 
empowered and pressured to 
fix wrong things and to advo-
cate for a better future.

Maybe nostalgia isn’t just 

an escape; it’s a response to 
what’s missing. While we’re 
surrounded by options and 
technology that connect us 
more than ever, this hyper-
connected world can also feel 
fragmented and detached. With 
everything seemingly for sale, 
it’s difficult to find meaning 
in what’s organic and real. 
Capitalism’s endless drive for 
progress and consumption can 
make our lives feel driven by 
metrics, achievements, and 
aesthetics, rather than genu-
ine connection or fulfilment. 
In revisiting the past, we find 
a grounding sense of authen-
ticity—a bridge between eras 
that gives us a safe space to 
recharge and a glimpse of life 
outside the pressures of the 
modern world. For Gen Z, nos-
talgia offers a way to cope with 
today’s complex pressures and 
to hold onto a vision of simpler 
times. It’s no surprise, then, 
that even in an age of endless 
innovation, the past still feels 
like home.

(Rida Ali is a passionate 
master's student at SOAS, 

delving into the intersections 
of media, Muslim identity, and 

South Asia in her academic 
pursuits. Having previously 

resided in New York, she 
earned her undergraduate 

degree from NYU, where she 
studied Global studies and 

Media. As a Pakistani Shia 
Muslim, Rida is interested 
in the rights of minorities 

in Pakistan and how media 
impacts social change. 

You can find her on social 
media @freespiritrida, 

where she creates content 
based around the topics of 

heritage, culture, identity, and 
history. Beyond her academic 

and advocacy work, Rida 
finds joy in exploring new 

cultures through travel, film 
photography, trying new food, 

and rejoicing in community. 
Rida seeks to contribute to 

meaningful conversations and 
bridge understanding through 

her diverse interests and 
experiences)

How What You Eat Reveals Your Personality
Research finds that personality traits affect food preferences and habits

VINITA MEHTA
 

Can your personality 
affect your eating habits 
and healthy lifestyle 

choices? These were the main 
questions of a study conducted 
by Ioannis Tsartsapakis and 
Aglaia Zafeiroudi of Aristo-
tle University of Thessaloniki 
and the University of Thessaly, 
respectively, in Greece.

More specifically, the 
researchers were interested 
in how the Big Five Personal-
ity Traits, a widely accepted 
model believed to encompass 
basic dimensions of personal-
ity, influenced food consump-
tion and healthy eating habits. 
The five traits are: Openness, 
Conscientiousness, Extraver-
sion, Agreeableness, and Neu-
roticism.

To investigate the influence 
of the Big Five on eating, the 
research team performed a lit-
erature review of studies that 
focused on the role of these 
personality factors in dietary 
habits and preferences. Their 
effort yielded a whopping 2237 
relevant articles, but in the final 
tally, just 21 studies met the 
inclusion criteria. From there, 
they analyzed the findings.

The results were striking. 
Tsartsapakis and Zafeiroudi 
found that each of the Big Five 
traits was associated with 
dietary preferences and habits. 
Their findings are summarized 
below:
● C o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s 

involves self-control, 
setting goals, planning 
ahead, and sticking to 
rules. People high in con-
scientiousness are more 
likely to make healthier 
food choices, maintain 
a healthy body weight 
through good eating 

habits, and stick to overall 
healthy behaviors.

● Openness to experience 
refers to curiosity, creativ-
ity, and open-mindedness. 
People high in openness 
enjoy new experiences, 
appreciate art, and are in 
touch with their feelings. 
By contrast, people low in 
openness prefer established 
routines and beliefs — and 
may be regarded as close-
minded or conventional. 
People high in openness 
demonstrate healthier 
habits, like eating more 
fruits and vegetables and 
following a balanced diet, 
particularly as they get 
older. Open individuals 
were also less likely to 
suffer from "food neopho-
bia," or the avoidance or 
fear of eating new foods.

● Agreeableness captures 
how a person interacts 
with others and their 
general attitude toward 
people. Individuals high 

on this trait are open to 
others, altruistic, trust-
ing, and compassionate. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
this trait was linked to low 

meat consumption.
● Extraversion refers to how 

people interact with others 

and how much they enjoy 
socializing. It also relates 
to how positive, energetic, 
and lively someone feels 
across different social con-

texts. People high in this 
trait are typically social, 
talkative, and energetic. 

They thrive in social set-
tings, seek fun, and are 
optimistic. Moreover, they 
enjoy adventurous activi-
ties, including dangerous 
sports. Extraversion was 
linked to the consumption 
of sweet and salty foods, 
meat, and soda. People 
high in extraversion 
often make unhealthy food 
choices, the investigators 
say, because they believe 
they're in good health — 
and are more likely to 
engage in risky behav-
iours.

● Neuroticism speaks to 
how a person handles 
emotions and how stable 
they feel. People high in 
neuroticism tend to expe-
rience more negative emo-
tions, emotional instabil-
ity, hypochondriasis, and 
stress. They may also 
struggle with feelings of 
inadequacy, nervousness, 
and anxiety. People high 
in this trait demonstrated 
unhealthy eating habits, 
including lower fruit and 
vegetable intake, and high 
sugar and saturated fat 
consumption.

Nearly 200 years ago, Jean 
Anthelme Brillat-Savarin 
wrote in his book The Physi-
ology of Taste: “Tell me what 
you eat, and I will tell you who 
you are.” The findings of this 
modern-day study suggest that 
he was right.

 
(Vinita Mehta, Ph.D., 

Ed.M., is a clinical 
psychologist and journalist. 

She was formerly the 
Development Producer and 

Science Editor of PBS's 
This Emotional Life. Article 

was first published in The 
Psychology Today)
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Allah SWT accepted 
the supplication of 
His Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, such 
that Anas became 
the wealthiest of the 
Ansar and the most 
abundant of them, to 
the extent that he saw 
more than a hundred 
of his children and 
granddaughters. Allah 
also blessed him in his 
life until he lived a full 
century and three years 
above it. .[Sowar min 
hayat al sahaba]

Sweden is a nearly 
cashless society

 HERE’S HOW IT AFFECTS PEOPLE WHO ARE LEFT OUT
 MOA PETERSEN 

LINA HALLDENIUS

Around the world, cards 
and apps are the default 
way to pay – but nowhere 

is the transition away from cash 
more obvious than in Sweden. The 
Bank of  Sweden notes that the 
amount of  cash in circulation in 
the country has halved since 2007.

Part of  this is due to a unique 
Swedish law that prioritises “free-
dom of  contract” above any legal 
requirement to accept cash. In 
other words, it is up to business-
es – including banks – whether 
they take cash. Public transport, 
stores and services typically do 
not accept cash as payment, and 
there is no infrastructure for 
paying bills over the counter.

The transition to cashless-
ness accelerated when a group 
of  banks created the mobile pay-
ment app Swish in 2012. By 2017, 
Sweden was using less cash than 
other European countries. Today, 
more than 80% of  the population 
has a Swish account.

For most Swedes, the cash-
less economy is swift and conve-
nient. As long as you have a bank 
account and can access the tech-
nology, you probably live a cash-
less life already. But for the few 
people who still depend on cash, 
life is getting harder.

Our recent research shows how 
this affects the worst-off  groups 
in Sweden’s cashless society. 
Our interviewees live in poverty-
induced cash dependence, mean-
ing they rely on cash payments 
because they are unbanked, lack 
credit or cannot afford digital 
technology.

While it is difficult to measure 
just how many people depend on 

cash, older people, particularly, are 
struggling to pay bills digitally.

Some of  those we interviewed 
are homeless or have mental 
health issues. Others live on a 
very low income. The obstacles 
they face are both practical and 
cultural. They feel like delin-
quents, undervalued and locked 
out of  participating in much of  
daily life.

Being cash-dependent in 
Sweden

If  cash is the only money you 
have or the only money you can 
manage without help, you are 

confined to “cash bubbles”. Cash 
works like a local currency, isolat-
ed from the rest of  the economy.

In the cash bubble, you can 
buy necessities and go to no-frills 
cafes, but you can’t pay for park-
ing and you can’t pay bills with-
out help. Volunteers at local com-
munity groups told us that they 
spend most of  their time doing 
people’s banking for them.

A Ukrainian refugee, who can’t 
get a bank account because of  
their migration status, worried 
about a bill from the local health 
clinic that they had no technical 
means of  paying.

Homeless people who sleep in 
cars can’t use the cashless park-
ing meters, so an illicit market 
has emerged where people with 
smartphones and bank accounts 
pay for their parking at a substan-
tial extra cost. It’s expensive to be 
digitally poor.

Our interviewees felt left 
behind in a society that does not 
care about their ability to par-
ticipate. With a mix of  shame, 
anger and resignation, they 
described everyday humiliations. 
One woman saved up to buy her 
grandchild a gift she wanted, only 
to be told at the till – grandchild 

in hand – that they didn’t accept 
her money. “I felt like a thief,” she 
told us.

Sweden’s cashless transition
Swedes are known to be early 

and uncritical adopters of  tech-
nology – this has become part of  
the country’s self-image. In 2017, 
business researchers predicted 
that cash would be irrelevant in 
Sweden by March 2023. It didn’t 
quite happen, but near enough.

Over the last 150 years, tech-
nological innovations and entre-
preneurship have propelled the 
country from severe poverty to 

being one of  the richest in Europe.
The Swedish case is even more 

special due to the pervasive role of  
banks in the payment and identifi-
cation infrastructure. Banks cre-
ated the widely used payment app 
Swish, and also issued the elec-
tronic ID needed to access public 
services like the tax authority and 
benefits for illness, disability and 
unemployment.

Consequently, if  you are not a 
bank customer, you can’t access 
these public services.

During the pandemic, fears of  
contamination made handling 
physical money seem like a health 
hazard. “I hate cash. It’s dirty,” as 
one Swedish tech entrepreneur 
put it.

All of  these factors combined 
have led to a modern Swedish 
society where digital money is 
good and cash is associated with 
crime and dirt. For people who 
still depend on cash payments, 
this stigma adds to their sense of  
being left out.

In Sweden, as in many other 
countries, a fully cashless econo-
my feels inevitable in the coming 
years. But as we have found, 
people who rely on cash due to 
poverty are left without the means 
to manage independently or even 
to pay their bills.

This is not just a practical 
issue, but an emotional one. There 
is a sense of  loneliness, of  loss of  
community and human connec-
tion in the digital economy. As 
one of  our interviewees said: “It’s 
not just cashlessness. I feel that 
human beings have disappeared. 
We live like robots; click here, 
click that. Digitisation has made 
people lonely.”

(The article was first published 
in Theconversation.com)

7 Ways to Increase Barakah in Your Life
AYA EL-DASSOUKI 

 

Do you ever plan your 
day ahead in the hopes 
of  getting as many 

tasks done as possible, yet 
time slips away and the tasks 
and responsibilities remain 
unfulfilled? While this can be 
due to a test from Allah swt 
– in the case of  an illness, for 
example –, the lack of  barakah 
in our lives can also play a sig-
nificant role in this.

The concept of  Barakah 
is mentioned multiple times 
in the Qur’an such as: “Had 
the people of  those societies 
been faithful and mindful ˹of  
Allah˺, We would have over-
whelmed them with blessings 
from heaven and earth. But 
they disbelieved, so We seized 
them for what they used to 
commit.” (Qur’an 7:96)

Although Barakah is 
loosely translated as ‘bless-
ings’, it has three significant 
meanings in the Arabic lan-
guage. The first definition is 
“Al namaa wal zeyada” which 
means “growth and increase”, 
the second is “Al istimrarya” 
meaning continuity, and the 
third stems from the phrase 
“ibtaraka al jamal” which 
translates to “the camel has 
kneeled” and refers to the fact 
that when camels kneel, they 
usually remain in the same 
position for lengthy periods. 
So, an action or item contain-
ing barakah is one which 
continually increases and 
remains in the same place as 
though it sticks. Thus, a small 
action with barakah can result 
in a significant reaction, 
opposing Newton’s third law 
of  motion: “for every action 
(force) in nature there is an 
equal and opposite reaction”.  

Barakah is a central value 
in Islam that represents the 
abundance and blessings that 
come from Allah (SWT). It 
encompasses several mind-
sets that we as Muslims need 
to embody in order to benefit 
from its presence in our lives. 
These include:

Moderation: To avoid exces-

siveness in all matters and 
seek the middle path.

Generosity: To give others 
from our time, wealth, knowl-
edge, and experience (while 
expecting nothing in return).

Uprightness: To do what’s 
moral, ethical and honest in 
all situations. These values 
are not only important for 
individual growth but also for 
the well-being of  the society 
and community.

The Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم Life and 
Barakah:

Barakah is growth and 
increase, which some of  
Allah’s servants enjoy, and 
our Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم made dua for 
at various points, and for 
a number of  companions 
including Anas ibn Malik (ra). 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “O God, 
increase his wealth and his 
children and bless him with 
what you gave him.” [Sahih 
Bukhari 6344]

Allah SWT accepted the 
supplication of  His Prophet 
 such that Anas became the ,صلى الله عليه وسلم
wealthiest of  the Ansar and 
the most abundant of  them, 
to the extent that he saw more 
than a hundred of  his chil-
dren and granddaughters. 
Allah also blessed him in his 
life until he lived a full cen-
tury and three years above it. 
.[Sowar min hayat al sahaba]

In addition, books of  hadith 
and biography have recorded 
several miraculous incidents 
of  the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم where 
Allah instilled Barakah in his 
actions. For example, the food 
of  one person became suffi-
cient for two, sometimes four 
or much more. Particularly 
during the battle of  Khan-
daq, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was able to 
feed a thousand people from a 
small sheep. [Sahih Bukhari 
3070]

Here are some ways, accord-
ing to the Qur’an and Sunnah, 
that we can bring barakah into 
our lives as Muslims:
1. Begin with the name of  

Allah: Allah begins and 
ends Surah Al-Rahman, 
with His name. In addi-
tion, the verse relating to 

gratitude and glorifica-
tion of  Allah is repeated 
31 times. This implies that 
the name of  Allah SWT is 
full of  Barakah, thus if  we 
seek to bring barakah to 
any work that we try to 
do, it is essential to begin 
and end whatever we are 
doing with His name. 

2. Perform Salah regularly 
and on time: Allah SWT 
says, “Enjoin prayer on 
your family (and people), 
and be steadfast therein. 
We ask you not for provi-
sion: We provide it for you. 
And the rewards of  the 
Hereafter are for [those of] 
righteousness.”[Qur’an 
20:132]. 

3. Read and reflect on the 
Qur’an: The Qur’an is the 
speech of  Allah (SWT) 
and a source of  guidance 
and wisdom for Muslims. 
Allah says, “And this is a 
Book which We have sent 
down, bringing bless-
ings, and confirming (the 
revelations) which came 
before it…” [Qur’an 6:92] 
So when we regularly 

engage with the Quran, 
it opens up pathways for 
blessings in our lives. 

4. Honesty in trading and 
income: Sincerity when 
conducting business is 
a way to increase bara-
kah in your income. The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “The 
buyer and the seller have 
the option of  cancelling 
or confirming the bargain 
unless they separate, and 
if  they spoke the truth 
and made clear the defects 
of  the goods, then they 
would be blessed in their 
bargain, and if  they told 
lies and hid some facts, 
their bargain would be 
deprived of  Allah’s bless-
ings.” [Sahih al-Bukhari 
2047]

5. Istighfar and repentance: 
Allah says, “Seek your 
Lord’s forgiveness, ˹for˺ 
He is truly Most Forgiv-
ing. He will shower you 
with abundant rain, 
supply you with wealth 
and children, and give you 
gardens as well as rivers.” 
[Qur’an 71:10-12]

6. Make du’a: Set aside some 
time from your day to 
make a sincere du’a to 
Allah, and ask Him to 
grant you barakah in your 
affairs. Allah SWT says, 
“When my servants ask 
you concerning me, (tell 
them) I am indeed close 
(to them). I listen to the 
prayer of  every suppliant 
person when he calls on 
me.” [Qur’an 2:186]

7. Be patient: Patience is a 
key component of  faith 
and it is something that 
we must all strive to 
attain. By being patient in 
the face of  difficulties and 
hardships, we are show-
ing our trust in Allah 
(SWT) and this brings 
barakah into our lives.

Zayd ibn Arqam said, “I 
had a pain in my eyes and the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, visited me and said, 
‘Zayd, if  your eyes where to go 
blind because of  their illness, 
what would you do?’ I said, ‘I 
would be steadfast and reckon 
my reward to be with Allah.’ 
He صلى الله عليه وسلم said, ‘If  that happens to 
your eyes and you are stead-

fast and reckon your reward 
to be with Allah, then your 
reward will be jannah.'” [Al-
Adab Al-Mufrad 532]

Those who possess a mind-
set of  barakah are said to 
have a positive outlook on life 
and are focused on gratitude 
and generosity. They are also 
thought to be less affected 
by the ups and downs of  life 
and to have a greater ability 
to find contentment in diffi-
cult situations. The mindset 
of  barakah is important as an 
Islamic spiritual practice and 
is viewed as a key to achieving 
spiritual growth and closeness 
to Allah.

Here are some du’as to 
bring barakah into our lives:
● Rabbi innee limaa anzalta 

ilayya min khayrin faqeer 
(My Lord, indeed I am in 
need of  whatever good 
You would send down to 
me) [Qur’an 28:24]

● Allahumma barik lana 
fi ma razaqtana wa qina 
adaba al nar (Oh Allah, 
bless us in our sustenance 
and grant us indepen-
dence and save us from 
the hellfire) [ibn as-Sunni]

● Rabbi hab lee minas-saa-
liheen (My Lord, grant 
me from among the righ-
teous) [Qur’an 37:100]

● Allahumma inni as’alukal 
‘afiyata fil-hayat wa fil-
mamat (Oh Allah, I ask 
you for health in this life 
and the next) [Sahih Book 
34, Hadith 45]

It is important to note that 
making dua and asking Allah 
for blessings is a fundamental 
aspect of  Islamic worship and 
should be done with humility, 
sincerity, and a sense of  reli-
ance on Allah.

 
(Aya El-Dassouki is a first-

year computer science student 
at York University. She is 19 

years old seeking more knowl-
edge and trying to spread the 
knowledge she has to benefit 
others. The article was first 
published in Amaliah.com)
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Centre Gives
in J&K to non-residents on forged docu-

ments.
Between 2012 and 2016, deputy commission-

ers of  various districts in J&K had fraudu-
lently and illegally issued bulk arms licences 
in lieu of  monetary consideration, the probe 
found—(KNO)

Cold Wave Intensifies
period of  intense cold called the ‘Chillai 

Kalan’ that started on December 21 will end 
on January 30.

Doctors have advised people especially 
elders and children to protect themselves 
from intense cold as hypothermia coupled with 
respiratory ailments is a major cause of  death 
in cold regions of  the Valley.

People have been advised to avoid as far as 
possible long exposure to sub-zero tempera-
tures.

There have been some deaths of  high-risk 
age group patients during the recent days and 
these are attributed by cardiologists to con-
stricted blood vessels resulting in myocardial 
infarction, heart attack and heart failure.

BRO To Maintain
"The BRO has a dedicated workforce, 

resources, and expertise that make it the most 
competent organization to operate in challeng-
ing weather conditions and harsh terrain," the 
Deputy Commissioner stated.

This collaborative effort aims to ensure that 
the Mughal Road remains safe and accessible 
throughout the winter season, ultimately ben-
efiting the local community and enhancing 
strategic mobility in the district.

J&K Gets NGT
Lalpora and the former Sarpanch of Sonium 

village are accused of  cutting down 1000 trees, 
including 600 willow trees, 300 poplar trees, 
around 100 acacia and rubina trees, and 10 
walnut trees.

Also, part of  the Badyari stream was divert-
ed to pave the way for the playground. This 
action is reportedly in violation of  the Jammu 
and Kashmir Preservation of  Specified Trees 
Act, 1969, and the National Water Policy 2012.

According to a local news agency KNO, it 
was also noted that the BDO had sought a No 
Objection Certificate (NOC) for the diversion, 
but the Assistant Executive Engineer of  the 
Irrigation and Flood Control Department 
rejected the request on February 23, 2024. The 
Engineer instructed the BDO to stop the unau-
thorized activities and restore the stream to 
its original course, but these directions were 
reportedly ignored.

The issue was raised before the NGT by RTI 
and climate activist Dr. Raja Muzaffar Bhat, 
who submitted a representation to the authori-
ties on October 14, 2024, without receiving a 
response.

He provided evidence of  his communica-
tions to various government officials, includ-
ing the Chief Secretary and the BDO.

The NGT's two-member bench, comprising 
Justice A K Tyagi and Dr. Senthil Veil, consid-
ered the petition and noted that the case raises 
environmental concerns under the National 
Green Tribunal Act, 2010.

The bench directed that notices be issued to 
the respondents, requiring them to file their 
replies by March 25, 2025. Dr. Bhat has been 
instructed to serve the notices via email and 
registered post and file an affidavit of  service 
within 15 days. The next hearing has been 
scheduled for April 1, 2025.

Terror Handler’s
9.25 Marlas), was identified as proceeds of  

terrorism.
The property belongs to Mushtaq Ahmad 

Mir, son of  Gh Mohiuddin Mir, a resident of  
Hilalabad Nesbal Sumbal, who is reportedly 
operating as a terror handler from Pakistan.

“The attachment was carried out after the 
individual was declared a proclaimed offender 
in connection with Case FIR No. 37/2024 under 

the UA(P) Act, IA Act, and E&IMCO Act of  
Police Station Pethkote,” statement reads.

This operation reaffirms the Bandipora 
Police's commitment to combating terror-
ism and dismantling its financial networks, 
it reads.

ACB Filed 87
spokesperson said that 42521 vigilance clear-

ances through online Vigilance Clearance 
Portal were issued by ACB during the year 
2024. The Vigilance clearance is sought for the 
purpose of  promotion, regularization, retire-
ment and for obtaining NOC to go abroad etc.

While continuing its tirade against the 
unholy nexus of  revenue officers and land 
mafia, the ACB spokesperson said that16 FIRs 
were registered in the year, wherein Custo-
dian land in Asarwan, Mishriwala and Bhal-
wal area of  Jammu district has been found 
usurped by the land mafia in connivance with 
the officers/officials of  Custodian/ Revenue 
and Police department.

He added that to improve the investigation 
skills of  officers of  ACB capacity building pro-
gramme for staff  undertaken at CBI Academy 
Ghaziabad with tailor made programme to do 
hands on study of Trap/DA/Abuse of  official 
position. This will improve the investigation 
skills of  IOs. Also, internal workshops were 
held on various topics for better appreciation 
of  evidence in cases.

ACB, the spokesperson said, receives vari-
ous complaints through Satrak Nagrik Mobile 
Application, ACB whatsapp helpline, email, 
through post, by hand etc. These complaints 
are then examined at ACB.

“This year 2772 case were sent to DVOs 
and 2434 were disposed off  by DVOs. 06 DVO 
conferences 03 each at Jammu and Srinagar 
respectively were held this year to review the 
pendency of  matters with DVOs, issues relat-
ing to disposal of  DVO matters and timely sub-
mission of  information. 27 JSCs, 29 PEs, 116 
Misc verifications and 128 Verifications were 
also disposed off  during the year,” he said.

“Tackling corruption is not just the job of the 
government and the Anti-Corruption Bureau; 
individual and collaborative engagement at all 
levels is required. It is every citizen’s duty to 
play their role in exposing and combating cor-
ruption within the legal boundaries. Every citi-
zen is a partner in the anti-corruption effort, 
and their cooperation in reporting instances of  
demand for bribes and other corruption prac-
tices is vital to stamp out the evil of  corruption. 
The Anti-Corruption Bureau actively seeks 
and encourages the cooperation of  public-
spirited citizens to report instances of  corrup-
tion. Whenever a citizen reports an instance of  
demand for a bribe, immediate action is taken 
by organizing a raid on the corrupt official, 
followed by the registration of  a case, arrest, 
and trial of  such official,” he added.

PM Wishes Nation
into 2025,” said the Prime Minister as he 

leads the nation into 2025.
The PM’s New Year post also carried a 2.41-

minute video animation clip depicting the 
achievements made in an eventful 2024. The 
milestones depicted in the video included the 
country’s space launches, super-computing, 
a boost in defense manufacturing, growth 
in the aviation industry, and infra marvels 
like the underwater Howrah Maidan Metro, 
Rameswaram rail bridge, and Vande Bharat 
rail.

The video also highlighted increased medi-
cal colleges and improved health facilities for 
the public, Atal Pension scheme, PM Awas, the 
first temple in Abu Dhabi, and the introduction 
of  the three new criminal laws.

In a virtual report card of  the government’s 
performance in 2024, the animation clip had 
special information on the economy.

Besides highlighting the $700 billion foreign 
reserves, it also showcased the country’s emer-
gence as the third biggest force in Asia and 
24.82 crore people emerging from poverty.

On the job creation front, the video high-
lighted the Rs 2 lakh crore package for 4.1 crore 
youth.

In the sports domain, the PM’s video on 2024 
highlighted the record 29 medals won by India 
in the Para-Olympics.

For the environment, the PM’s video gave 
the message of  “Ek ped Maa ke Naam” which 
has led to the plantation of  102 crore saplings 

and highlighted the boost in India’s green 
power generation capacity.

Known to celebrate his September 17 birth-
day with military jawans, PM Modi also likes to 
wish countrymen the New Year hoping that it 
would bring forth prosperity, peace and health 
for all

LG Greets People
The commencement of  the New Year 

reminds us to renew our pledge towards build-
ing a society that is peaceful and compassion-
ate. Let us also commit ourselves to the vision 
of  Viksit Bharat and taking Jammu Kashmir 
to pinnacle of  development and prosperity. Let 
us celebrate the diversity of  our rich culture 
and strengthen the bonds of  brotherhood in 
our society.

May the New Year 2025 bring happiness, 
health and prosperity to all”.

Union Home Secy
Sources said that the Union Home Secretary 

took the feedback from the Commissioner Sec-
retaries on the implementation of  the ongoing 
centrally sponsored flagship schemes includ-
ing, ‘One Nation, One Ration Card,’ PM Mudra 
Yojana, PM Awas Yojana, Bharat Jal Jeevan 
Mission, Smart City Mission, Broadband con-
nectivity and other schemes.

They said that the Commissioner Secretar-
ies apprised the Union Home Secretary about 
the progress achieved and steps being taken to 
complete the targets of  reaching out to the last 
deserving person in the queue.

The Union Home Secretary, sources said, 
stressed on the need to focus on ensuring that 
common people in J&K get direct benefits of  
the centrally sponsored schemes.

After chairing the meeting at SKICC on the 
banks of  Dal Lake here, the Union Home Sec-
retary concluded his 2-day Kashmir visit and 
left for New Delhi.

Pertinently, the Union Home Secretary had 
arrived in Srinagar on Monday. He had chaired 
a security review meeting which was attended 
by the top brass of  the security forces.

The Union Home Secretary had called on the 
security top brass to work towards achieving 
the goal of  ‘terror-free Jammu and Kashmir’ 
at the earliest and emphasized on the need to 
act tough against the terrorists and their sup-
porters. He had reiterated the government’s 
resolve about zero tolerance towards terror-
ism.

The Union Home Secretary had appreciated 
the security agencies for working in close coor-
dination with each other in the decisive action 
against the terrorism in Jammu and Kash-
mir. He had stressed on the need to implement 
“Area Domination Plan” and “Zero Terror 
Plan” in mission mode—(KNO)

Kashmir's Patron
God. With the advent of Sufism, a fundamen-

tal change of  perception came along that the 
great wisdom that the sages held was meant 
for common people to practice for their rel-
evance to be truly justified; and for that, the 
rishis must return to society and be open to 
interaction with the masses.

So, the Rishi era was marked by the return 
of  rishis to society to share their wisdom 
with commoners because wisdom is meant 
to be applied by people for the greater good 
of  humanity. Though not out of  alignment 
with mainstream belief  system, the rishi’s 
teachings were about transcending common 
religious practices guided by the clergy to the 
spiritual realm of faith.

However, Kashmir has witnessed a host 
of  epochal changes over the past seven 
centuries. Notwithstanding the sweeps 
of  these changes, Adfar vouches for the 
relevance of  this saint in contemporary 
times. “Great men are always great," he 
said. "His teachings are for humanity, and 
what was right for humanity at one point 
will always be right,” he asserted.

Sharing one of  Nund Rishi’s timeless mes-
sages, Adfar recounted that at the UN Confer-
ence on Human Environment in 1972, Late 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in her address 
drew from a verse of Nund Rishi that translates 
as “food is safe till forests are preserved.” Spot-
lighting one’s personal quality of  being just 

to another human, the author explained the 
saint’s teaching that believing in the Almighty 
and acting with the spirit of  justice together is 
held higher than dutifully engaging in prayers.

The international airport at Srinagar is 
named after this saint. In 2006, a year after 
the airport turned international, the defence 
airport was renamed Sheikh-ul-Alam Inter-
national Airport. In 2020, there was a proposal 
to rename the facility after Major Somnath 
Sharma he had secured this airport with his 
life in November 1947, and stopped Pakistani 
militia from invading further into India the 
first recipient of  India's highest military deco-
ration, the Param Vir Chakra.

Stir over school book
Sajad Gani Lone, a Jammu & Kashmir Peo-

ple's Conference legislator and a prominent 
voice of  opposition, strongly rebuked J&K’s 
Board of  School Education (BOSE) for omit-
ting the chapter on Kashmir’s patron saint. 
Taking to X, Lone expressed: “BOSE has 
removed a chapter based on the saintly life of  
the greatly revered saint of  Kashmir Sheikh 
Noor-ud-Din Wali, from text books of  class 9.”

“We have all revered him, and people irre-
spective of religion hold him in highest esteem. 
This is pure cultural terrorism. It is an assault 
on our culture and ethos. I as a Kashmiri 
strongly condemn it,” he asserted.

Highlighting the significance of  the Sufi 
saint and the indelible impression it has on 
Kashmiri culture, Lone said: “More than any 
time in the past, the current times are smudged 
with violence, greed and hatred. In these times 
our great Saint is a beacon of  hope and role 
model for emulation. And for the BOSE remov-
ers. Our great saint and his saintly ways were 
etched in our hearts and minds much before 
BOSE came into existence.”

Repeatedly tried reaching the concerned 
authority at BOSE, but in the absence of  a 
credible voice, it remains unclear why such 
a decision was made at all and what led to its 
reversal. On the surface, what comes across 
as a mere alteration in the J&K state board’s 
syllabus is seen as a much more serious thing 
with greater implications in the larger context 
of  a sequence of  events over the last few years, 
according to valley-based writer and activist 
Mushtaq Sikandar.

He views it as a development akin to intro-
ducing changes in other parts of  India where 
“Muslim history is being systematically erased 
from textbooks. It is alleged that the same 
policy is implemented in Kashmir.” “It is also 
viewed as an attack on cultural identity,” he 
said. However, chapters on Nund Rishi remain 
intact for Kashmiri and Urdu languages curri-
cula for other classes. But the call to delete the 
said lesson for the English syllabus is seen as 
an attempt at “Hinduising Kashmiri society,” 
as Sikandar said.

“There is an apprehension among the 
masses that by bringing in demographic 
change planned for over a long period of  time, 
the intent is Hinduisation of  Kashmiri cul-
ture,” he said, making a reference to certain 
landmark episodes in recent history such as 
Amarnath land row (2008) and abrogation of  
Article 370 (2019), along with systemic changes 
like giving land lease, hotel contracts in the 
famous tourist destination of  Pahalgam, Sri-
nagar smart city project contracts conspicu-
ously to outsiders.

Shedding light on general public perception, 
the critic said that the state institutions are at 
work to “deislamise” and create an environ-
ment of  threat and fear for Muslims, “that’s 
how the common Kashmiri sees it.” “But the 
resistance does not show openly as the state 
agencies for the past years have been under the 
control of  the Central government,” Sikandar 
said, adding “The undercurrent of  Right wing 
Hindu ideology is rendering the Omar Abdul-
lah government helpless.”

However, as announced by the Chief  Min-
ister after objections were raised from across 
party lines, that the chapter will be reinstat-
ed, it remains to be seen if  the textbooks will 
have any surprises when the academic session 
resumes in March after the winter break. Until 
then, for a society so deeply in reverence of  a 
saint, whose values are expected to be instilled 
in Kashmiri ethos irrespective of  school cur-
riculum or faith, how much does the symbol-
ism of a chapter in a school book mean?

“It is a matter of ethics to pass to the younger 
generations the knowledge of  great people, 
our ancestors and forefathers so that they too 
live up to their teachings. So, it has a place in 
the curriculum, just as Gandhi ji is known to 
all irresp

ective of  textbook chapters based on him,” 
said senior scholar Adfar. (IANS)

9 Tips To Help You Manage Migraines During Monsoon Season

M
igraines are 
intense, often 
d e b i l i t a t i n g 
headaches char-
acterised by 

throbbing pain, typically on 
one side of  the head, and may be 
accompanied by nausea, vom-
iting, and sensitivity to light 
and sound. Monsoon weather 
can exacerbate migraines due 
to fluctuations in atmospheric 
pressure, increased humidity, 
and sudden weather changes. 
These environmental changes 
can trigger migraines in sus-
ceptible individuals by caus-
ing chemical imbalances in 
the brain, affecting the levels 
of  serotonin and other neu-
rotransmitters. Addition-
ally, the monsoon season may 
increase exposure to allergens 
and mould, further triggering 
migraine episodes. Fortunate-
ly, some tips may be helpful in 
reducing it. Keep reading as we 
share a list of  tips to help over-
come migraines in monsoon.

Tips to help manage 
migraines during this season

1. Stay hydrated
Dehydration is a common 

trigger for migraines. Staying 
hydrated helps maintain proper 
fluid balance in the body, reduc-
ing the risk of  migraines. Drink 
at least 8-10 glasses of  water 
daily. Avoid caffeinated and 
sugary drinks as they can cause 
dehydration. Consider carrying 
a water bottle to ensure consis-
tent hydration.

2. Maintain a sleep schedule
Irregular sleep patterns can 

trigger migraines. Consistent 
sleep helps regulate the body's 
internal clock, reducing the 
likelihood of  migraines. Aim 
for 7-9 hours of  sleep each 
night. Go to bed and wake up at 
the same time every day, even 
on weekends. Create a relax-
ing bedtime routine to promote 
better sleep.

3. Manage stress
Stress is a significant 

migraine trigger. Manag-
ing stress can help reduce 
the frequency and severity 
of  migraines. Practice relax-
ation techniques such as deep 

breathing, meditation, or yoga. 
Regular exercise can also help 

manage stress levels.
4. Monitor weather changes

Sudden weather changes, 
common during the monsoon, 

can trigger migraines. Being 
aware of  weather patterns 
can help in taking preventive 
measures. Use weather apps to 
track changes in atmospheric 
pressure and humidity. Con-
sider staying indoors during 
sudden weather changes or 
when a migraine is likely.

5. Avoid trigger foods
Certain foods can trigger 

migraines. Identifying and 
avoiding these foods can reduce 
migraine occurrences. Keep a 
food diary to identify potential 
trigger foods. Common triggers 
include processed foods, aged 
cheeses, chocolate, caffeine, and 
alcohol.

6. Maintain a balanced diet
Skipping meals or having 

an unbalanced diet can trig-
ger migraines. A balanced 
diet ensures a steady supply 
of  nutrients and energy. Eat 
regular meals with a balance 
of  carbohydrates, proteins, and 
fats. Include plenty of  fruits and 
vegetables in your diet.

7. Practice good posture
Poor posture can lead to ten-

sion in the neck and shoulders, 
which can trigger migraines. 
Good posture reduces muscle 
strain and tension. Sit and 
stand with your back straight 
and shoulders relaxed.

8. Use essential oils
Some essential oils, such as 

peppermint and lavender, have 
calming and pain-relieving 
properties that can help allevi-
ate migraine symptoms. Dilute 
essential oils with a carrier oil 
and apply to your temples and 
neck or use a diffuser.

9. Limit screen time
Prolonged screen time can 

cause eye strain and trigger 
migraines. Reducing screen 
time can help prevent this. Take 
regular breaks from screens 
and use blue light filters on 
screens.

Implementing these tips can 
help manage migraines during 
the monsoon season effectively. 
It's important to remember that 
triggers can vary from person to 
person, so identifying and under-
standing personal triggers is cru-
cial for optimal management.
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, (JAL SHAKTI) 
PHE, MECHANICAL RURAL DIVISION, SGR.

ABSTRACT OF E-TENDER.
E-N.I.T. No: - PHE/MRD/TS/ 92 of 12/2024

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, E-tenders are invited in two cover system from 
approved and eligible Contractors having GST registration/registered with J&K Govt., Railway and other State/Central Government 
Organizations for the following work: -

Sr. Nature of Work Location Est. Cost 
(Rs. in Lacs)

Cost of Ten-
der Doc.

Time of 
Completion Programme

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

A P/F/T/C of Switch Gear Protection panel,200KVA 
HT/LT Transformer with allied accessories at WSS

Zoorigund  (Om-
pora )Stage 1st 9.30 500/= 21 days UT Capex

AAA: Accorded
Technical Sanction: Granted Critical Dates/Information;
1. Publishing Date 30-12-2024 (5:00 PM)

2. Period of Downloading of Bids 30-12-2024 (5:00 PM) to 07-01-2025 
(11.00 A.M)

3. Period of Submission of bids 30-12-2024 (5:00 PM) to 07-01-2025 
(11.00 A.M)

4. Date of opening of Tender/Timing 07-01-2025 at (12:00 P.M)
5. Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer , (Jal Shakti) PHE Mechanical Rural Division Srinagar

6.
Document Cost : Non-Refundable in the shape of Treasury Challan/receipt shall be deposited to Account Head 0215 in 
favour of Executive Engineer (Jal Shakti) PHE Mechanical Rural Division Srinagar
(The firm shall specify the e-NIT No. & name of work for which applied)

7. Bid Validity Period: 180 Days
8. The bids can be downloaded or uploaded on www. Jktenders.gov.in

9. Instead of EMD the firm has to furnish “Bid Security Declaration”, format of the declaration is mentioned in the Bid
Document

Note:- The tenderer who is declared as L1 after opening of price bid will deposit 5% of the Estimated cost of the work in shape of CDR/
FDR before allotment is issued in his favour.
No: -PHE/MRD/TS/4499-4503 Executive Engineer,
DT: - 30/12/2024. Jal Shakti (PHE) 
DIPK-10220-24 Mechanical Rural Division 
DT: 31/12/2024 Srinagar.

 electricdivisionrnb@gmail.com
Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

Office Of The execuTive engineer (r&B) elecTric DivisiOn Kashmir, 
ENGINEERING COMPLEX SRINAGAR RAJBAGH.

NEAR SILK FACTORY SRINAGAR- 190008.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-NIT No.138/R&B/Electric Division Kashmir of 2024-25 issued under Endorsement No: ERB/7216-26 DATED:28-12-2024.
For and on behalf of The Government of J&K(U/T)e-tenders(in Double cover system)are Invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K UT Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/UT/Central Government Departments for the following works:-

Sl. No. Name of Work
Estimated. 

Cost (In. 
Lacs)

Cost of 
Tender/ Doc. 

(In Rs.)

2% Earnest 
Money (In 

Rs.)

Time of 
Completion  

(Calendar Days)

Class of 
Contract

Major 
Head of 
Account

Remarks

01

Repairs of Lights at Nagbal and Yousmarg 
and electrification of chowkidar quarter 
near Solid Waste Management Plant at 
Yousmarg BWO repairs replacement of 
existing damaged street lights by NEW 

street Lights from Gate near Bus stand to 
Control Room to Doondhganga.

Rs. 14.04/= 
Lacs

Rs. 600 /= Rs. 28080/= 30 Days
"AAY" 
Class 

Electrical

Capex 
Budget 

2023-24

Accord of Administrative 
Approval accorded by 

Chief Executive officer 
Tourism Development 

Authority Yousmarg vide 
order No.02-YDA of2023-

24 Dated:-26-06-2023

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28-12-2024
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 28-12-2024 from 06.00PM
3 Bid submission Start Date 28-12-2024 from 06:00 PM
4 Bid Submission End Date 07-01-2025 upto 04.00 PM

5 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 08-01-2025 at 02.00 PM in the office of Executive Engineer  R&B Electric Division 
Kashmir, Engineering Complex Srinagar Rajbagh.

6 Date & time of opening of Financial Bids(Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed.
The bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, drawings, bill of quantities( BOQ), set of terms and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen Idownloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: 
Note:- The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the E-NIT carefully before uploading soft's copy.
As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Secretariat Finance department vide No. OM No. A/24(2017)-651 dtd.07-06-
2018whichreadsasunder:-
a)  Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submissionof e-tenders is dispensed with. The same should be obtained only from the 

Bidder who's declared 1st Lowest (L-i) after opening of financial bids. 
1.  The Cost of tender document should be collected by introducing Treasury Challan (Receipt).
1.1. The successful Bidder has to produce Performance Security Deposit @5% of contract value in the shape of CDR/ FDR/BG after issuance of 

Letter of Acceptance which shall be released after successful completion of work with DLP. The EMD @ 2% of successful bidder will be released 
only after the submission of 5% performance Security deposit.

1.2. The bidder who so ever participate the e-tenders floated by this office will submit Additional Performance security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG in 
case the bidder has Submitted the below Percentage Bid against the Advertised Cost for the work as per below mentioned percentage Breakup 
in order to avoid unbalancing of e-tender and shall be released after 70% completion of work:-

S. No. % age of Unbalanced bid Viz-a-viz advertised cost 
on account of Low Rate.

 Additional Performance security to be Deposited 
on quoted bid by L1

1. Upto and including 15% NIL
2. Greater than 15% upto& including 20% 5%
3. Greater than 20% upto& including 25% 10%
4. Greater than 25% upto& including 30% 15%
5. Greater than 30% below 20%

The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.inand conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail 
message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B 
Electric Division Kashmir, Srinagar (Tender receiving authority)
2. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of120 days from the date of opening of bids.
3. The Employer reserves the right to invite fresh tender without any Prior Notice to the Bidders.
4. The earnest money (EMD) shall be released in favour of unsuccessful bidders only after submission of Treasury Challan.
5. The earnest money may be forfeited if:-
a. Any bidder/ tendered with draws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b. Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c. Failure of successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
6. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
6.1. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.

jktenders.gov.intoacquaint bid submission process.
6.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can 

get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.
6.3. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
6.4 Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
6.5 Bidders must insure to upload can need copy of all necessary documents with the bid.
J. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
8. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
8.1.  Price escalation and Taxes:-The percentage quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the percentage rates quoted shall be deemed 

to include price escalation and all taxes uptocompletion of the work, unless otherwise specified. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made 
from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

9. Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to stores much documents as are required.
10. In case of CRF and any other specified project the relevant guidelines/ standard bidding document shall be followed.
11. Bidders should note that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract has been awarded are found fake/not 

genuine at any time, the contract shall be cancelled and the contractor/bidder shall be blacklisted for participation in this division for a period 
of five years besides the performance , security deposited for the said work shall be forfeited.

No.ERB/7216-26 Sd/=
DATED:-28-12-2024 ExecutiveEngineer,
 (R&B) Electric Division Kashmir
DIPK-10254-24 Engineering Complex Srinagar
DT: 31/12/2024 Rajbagh

Year Ender: India took big strides in creating 
futuristic technologies across sectors

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I am applying for fertilizer license under name and style 
"Khan Agro Chemicals situated at Sariwarpora Pattan in 
this regard if any body is  having any kind of objection 
may file the same to Chief Agriculture Office Baramula 
within the period of 7 days from the date of publication 
of this notice. After that no objection will be entertained 

Sartaj Hussain Khan.
S/o Gh hassan Khan. R/o Sariwarpora Pattan

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I am applying for pesticide license under name and style 
"Khan Agro Chemicals situated at Sariwarpora Pattan in 
this regard if any body is  having any kind of objection 
may file the same to plant protection Office Agriculture 
Department Lal Mandi Srinagar within the period of 7 
days from the date of publication of this notice. After that 
no objection will be entertained 

Sartaj Hussain Khan.
S/o Gh hassan Khan. R/o Sariwarpora Pattan

PM Modi’s journey through 2024 in pictures

India assures support for 
Kerala's Nimisha Priya 
sentenced to death in Yemen

IANS

NEW DELHI : India’s manu-
facturing sector is making its 
presence felt on the global stage 
across industries ranging from 
electronics to steel, with the 
country emerging as the world's 
third-largest smartphone export-
er and net exporter of  steel for 
the first time.

Driven by government initia-
tives and strategic investments 
over the last decade, the coun-
try steadily positioned itself  as 
a global manufacturing hub. 
From producing record volumes 
of  crude steel to meeting rising 
domestic and global demands, to 
pioneering advancements in elec-
tric vehicles and consumer elec-
tronics. Sectors once considered 
niche, like toys, are experiencing 
unprecedented expansion with 
exports increasing by a whopping 
239 per cent and imports declin-
ing by 52 per cent.

India's pharmaceutical indus-
try, too, now boasts of  748 USF-
DA-approved sites, a testament 
to its world-class manufacturing 
capabilities. The surge in the 
production of  solar panels and 
wind turbines reflects India’s 
growing commitment to renew-
able energy.

India's manufacturing sector 
has witnessed remarkable 
growth in 2024, underscoring its 
transformation into a global pow-
erhouse. The year also marked 
10 years of  Make in India under 
which remarkable strides have 
been made to turn India into a 
manufacturing giant.

Over the last decade, India's 
manufacturing sector has 
undergone a significant trans-
formation, largely propelled by 
the Make in India initiative. Key 
developments include the intro-
duction of  Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) schemes across 14 
sectors, attracting investments of  

over Rs 1.28 lakh crore and gen-
erating more than 8.5 lakh jobs. 
These initiatives have spurred 
growth in electronics, steel, phar-
maceuticals, and defence manu-
facturing, with notable achieve-
ments like a 239 per cent increase 
in toy exports and a 600 per cent 
rise in mobile phone production.

India has become a net export-
er of  steel, with production 
doubling, and has significantly 
reduced import dependency on 
pharmaceuticals and telecom 
equipment. Defence exports have 
soared, reaching over 85 coun-
tries, while the country has also 
made strides in semiconductor 
manufacturing and renewable 
energy, enhancing its global 
manufacturing stature by 2024.

FY2023-24 saw an economic 
growth of  8.2 per cent, which 
was bolstered by an industrial 
growth rate of  9.5 per cent, with 
the manufacturing and construc-
tion sectors nearing double-digit 
expansion.

A host of  initiatives have fur-
ther streamlined India's manu-
facturing ecosystem across sec-
tors in 2024. These include the 
Jan Vishwas 2.0 Bill, the devel-
opment of  plug-and-play indus-
trial parks near 100 cities that 

attracted investments.
India achieved its highest-ever 

steel production and consump-
tion levels in FY24, becoming a 
net exporter of  finished steel, 
with production increasing by 50 
per cent since 2014.

The pharmaceutical industry, 
valued at $50 billion, remains the 
world's third-largest by volume. 
Investments worth Rs 30,000 
crore under PLI schemes have 
catalyzed growth in biosimilars, 
vaccines, and generic drugs, 
cementing India's global lead-
ership in affordable healthcare 
solutions.

The labour-intensive Micro, 
Small, and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) remain the backbone 
of  India's manufacturing sector, 
contributing 35 per cent of  the 
total output and 45 per cent of  
exports. As of  2024, 4.7 crore 
MSMEs are registered on the 
Udyam Portal, benefiting from 
credit schemes that provided 92 
lakh guarantees worth Rs 6.78 
lakh crore.

The Prime Minister's Employ-
ment Generation Programme 
also supported over 89,000 micro-
units, creating employment for 
7.13 lakh people in FY24.

India’s Production Linked 

Incentive (PLI) schemes have 
played a transformative role in 
accelerating the country’s man-
ufacturing sector, making it a 
global hub for industrial produc-
tion.

The PLI schemes have enabled 
investments of  over Rs 1.28 lakh 
crore, generating 8.5 lakh jobs, 
and boosting exports by Rs 4 lakh 
crore. This has led to production 
and sales worth Rs 10.8 lakh 
crore, demonstrating the signifi-
cant impact of  the policy.

The electronics manufactur-
ing sector, in particular, wit-
nessed exponential growth, with 
domestic production increasing 
by 400 per cent from Rs 1.9 lakh 
crore in 2014 to Rs 8.22 lakh crore 
in FY23.

This includes the mobile 
phone segment, where the direct 
workforce has more than tripled 
between FY17 and FY22, signifi-
cantly benefiting female workers.

The pharmaceutical sector 
has also greatly benefited, with 
Rs 30,000 crore in investments 
under the scheme. This has 
strengthened India’s capabilities 
in the production of  APIs, vac-
cines, biosimilars, and biologics, 
consolidating its position as the 
world’s third-largest pharmaceu-
tical market by volume. Similarly, 
PLI support for white goods like 
air conditioners and LED lights 
has reduced import dependency, 
enhanced domestic production, 
and created jobs.

The steel sector has seen a 
remarkable transformation, with 
production increasing by 70 per 
cent since 2014, making India a 
net exporter of  finished steel. 
The success of  the PLI schemes 
has also extended to newer areas, 
with 2024 witnessing the intro-
duction of  incentives for bioman-
ufacturing and the launch of  the 
Critical Mineral Mission, aimed 
at securing resources essential 
for manufacturing sectors like 

EVs and semiconductors.
By fostering large-scale invest-

ments, creating employment 
opportunities, and boosting 
exports, the PLI schemes have 
positioned India as a critical 
player in global value chains.

The electronics manufactur-
ing cluster scheme attracted Rs 
40,000 crore in investments, gen-
erating 5 lakh jobs, while solar 
capacity increased 25-fold since 
2014, demonstrating India's clean 
energy commitments.

Over the past decade, textiles 
and apparel exports have grown 
by 20 per cent, reaching Rs 2.97 
lakh crore, making India a top-
five global exporter in the sector.

India's semiconductor indus-
try reached a historic turning 
point in 2024. The country is set 
to achieve an annual capacity of  
2,500 crore chips, producing semi-
conductors for applications rang-
ing from automotive and electric 
vehicles to consumer electronics 
and telecom.

The establishment of  India's 
first semiconductor fabrication 
plant, with an investment of  
$100 billion, will facilitate the 
production of  50,000 wafer starts 
per month, serving sectors like 
defence, EVs, and high-perfor-
mance computing. Indian compa-
nies have also started producing 
silicon carbide devices to address 
the global surge in demand for 
advanced chips.

In parallel, research in semi-
conductor manufacturing has 
scaled to new heights with initia-
tives like the National Research 
Foundation, which allocated Rs 
1 lakh crore to foster private-sec-
tor-driven innovation.

Additionally, the upcoming 
Bharat Semiconductor Research 
Center and partnerships between 
Semiconductor GCCs and IITs 
are upskilling engineers and 
advancing next-generation chip 
development.

IANS

NEW DELHI : India on 
Tuesday announced that 
it is providing "all pos-
sible help" to Kerala nurse 
Nimisha Priya, who has 
been sentenced to death in 
Yemen for the murder of  a 
Yemeni national.

In a statement, Ministry 
of  External Affairs (MEA) 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said, "We are aware 
of  the sentencing of  Ms. 
Nimisha Priya in Yemen. 
We understand that the 
family of Ms Priya is explor-
ing relevant options. The 
government is extending all 
possible help in the matter."

The statement follows 
the recent approval of  
Nimisha Priya's death sen-
tence by Yemen's President 
Rashad al-Alimi. Reports 
indicate that the execution 
could take place within a 
month, leaving the family 
in shock and racing against 

time to save her.
Nimisha's mother, Prema 

Kumari, 57, has been making 
relentless efforts to secure 
a waiver of  the death pen-
alty. Earlier this year, she 
travelled to Sanaa, Yemen's 
capital, to negotiate the pay-
ment of  diya (blood money) 
to the victim's family with 
the assistance of  the Save 
Nimisha Priya International 
Action Council, an organisa-
tion of  NRI social workers 
based in Yemen.

Nimisha Priya, a nurse 
from Kollengode in Kera-
la's Palakkad district, had 
moved to Yemen in 2008 
to support her daily-wage 
labourer parents. She 
worked in several hospitals 
and eventually decided to 
open her own clinic. In 2017, 
a dispute arose between her 
and her Yemeni business 
partner, Talal Abdo Mahdi, 
after she reportedly opposed 
his alleged attempts to mis-
appropriate funds.

IANS

NEW DELHI : The year 
2024 witnessed a series 
of  momentous occasions 
which will be etched in 
the annals of  history with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the forefront.

These historical accom-
plishments have been 
presented in a beautiful 
pictorial format listing 
each event that has made 
a remarkable impact on 
national and world politics.

It is PM Modi’s journey 
through 2024 in pictures 
which highlight 58 major 
happenings and capture 
his most iconic moments 
throughout the year. The 
picture album released 
on his official site offers 
glimpses of  his political, 
diplomatic as well as per-
sonal life.

As most Indians see 
PM Modi as a very hard-
working Prime Minister, 
the album offers an oppor-
tunity to view moments in 
his private life.

It has pictures of  7, Lok 

Kalyan Marg (LKM), his 
official residence -- one 
with cows in the lawns, 
and the other shows his 
personal temple space.

The album starts with 
a picture of  PM Modi, 
External Affairs Minis-
ter Dr S. Jaishankar and 
NSA Ajit Doval on board 
a train to Ukraine from 
Poland., engaged in a deep 
conversation. The picture 
can satisfy those curious 
minds who always desire 
to see how the discussions 
take place among the top 
leaders.

The album portrays PM 
Modi's deep connection 
with the Armed Forces, 
alongside his swift crisis 
management during natu-
ral disasters, which stands 
out as a hallmark of  lead-
ership.

A celebration of  India’s 
cultural diversity is 
reflected in images of  him 
participating in the Pran 
Pratishtha of  Ram Lalla 
in Ayodhya and perform-
ing 'Seva' at Patna Sahib 
Gurudwara.

On the global stage, the 
G20 Summit and other dip-
lomatic events showcase 
his efforts in elevating 
India’s international stat-
ure and fostering stronger 
global partnerships.

At home, PM Modi’s 
focus on governance and 
infrastructure develop-
ment shines through 
photos of  him inaugurat-
ing new infrastructure 
and other development 
projects.

His commitment to the 
environment is captured 
in moments such as tree 
plantation drives, while 
images highlighting space 
technology triumphs and 
digital infrastructure 
advancements reveal his 
forward-looking vision for 
innovation.

The album also show-
cases his connection with 
the people. In one picture, 
PM Modi is welcomed with 
a traditional ‘Jahva’ during 
his visit to Jharkhand. In 
another picture, he seeks 
blessings from an elderly 
woman ahead of  address-

ing a rally in Kandhamal, 
Odisha.

In a picture taken 
at a public meeting in 
Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, 
PM Modi shares an emo-
tional moment as elderly 
supporters embrace him.

One of  the pictures cap-
tures a rare moment where 
PM Modi cradles a baby in 
his arms after casting his 
vote in Ahmedabad.

Then there is a picture 
of  PM Modi meeting His 
Holiness Pope Francis in 
Italy. In another, PM Modi 
performed ‘Sashtang Dan-
davat Pranam’ before Shri 
Ram Lalla and there is 
also a photo of  PM Modi 
engaged in ‘Seva’ at Gurud-
wara Patna Sahib.

There is another picture 
that captures the perfect 
moment of  joy on the face 
of  PM Modi after he dived 
into the submerged city of  
Dwarka.

The collection of  58 pic-
tures is informative as well 
as enjoyable and brings 
cheer as people look for-
ward to more in 2025.
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Six Local Civilians Killed in Militancy-Related 
Incidents in Jammu and Kashmir This Year

Ahmed Taha Masoody 
Shines at 5th Junior World 
Pencak Silat Championship

160-bedded state-of-the-art orthopaedic 
block at B&J hospital completed: CEO ERA
‘Tenders to be floated soon for additional Gynae block at LD Hospital’

DLRC meeting held in Rajouri
DDC reviews performance of banks in priority sector lending

GMK NEW NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a proud 
moment for India, Ahmed 
Taha Masoody, a young 
martial artist from Sri-
nagar, brought laurels to 
the nation by securing a 
bronze medal at the pres-
tigious 5th Junior World 
Pencak Silat Champion-
ship. The championship 
was held from 18th to 
22nd December 2024 at the 
Sports City ADNEC Center 
in Abu Dhabi, UAE. The 
event saw participation 
from 1,100 athletes rep-
resenting 55 countries, 
making it one of  the most 
competitive tournaments 
in the sport.

Ahmed’s incredible per-
formance stood out among 
a field of  highly skilled ath-
letes from across the globe. 
By clinching the bronze 
medal, he showcased not 
only his talent but also the 
growing presence of  Indian 
athletes in Pencak Silat on 
the world stage.

This achievement was 
made possible through 
Ahmed's unwavering dedi-
cation, the unflinching sup-
port of  his family, and the 
guidance of  his coaches, 
especially Mr. Mohd Iqbal, 
the Coach of  the Pencak 
Silat Federation of  India. 
Mr. Iqbal has been instru-
mental in identifying and 
nurturing young talent in 
the country. His mentor-

ship and encouragement 
have played a pivotal role 
in Ahmed’s rise as a promi-
nent athlete in the sport.

Ahmed’s success at the 
world championship fol-
lows an exceptional perfor-
mance in November 2024, 
where he secured four gold 
medals in two national-lev-
el Pencak Silat champion-
ships. These back-to-back 
victories at the national 
level were a precursor to 
his remarkable success on 
the international stage, 
cementing his reputation 
as one of  the brightest 
young talents in the sport.

Hailing from the pictur-
esque valley of  Kashmir, 
Ahmed’s journey to global 
recognition is a testament 
to resilience and determi-
nation. Despite facing chal-

lenges such as limited facil-
ities and resources in his 
home state, Ahmed’s pas-
sion for Pencak Silat, com-
bined with the support of  
his family and coaches, has 
propelled him to extraordi-
nary heights.

The championship, orga-
nized under the auspices of  
the international Pencak 
Silat federation, was a grand 
celebration of  martial arts. 
Athletes from traditional 
Pencak Silat powerhouses 
such as Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, and the Philip-
pines dominated the event. 
Despite this, Ahmed show-
cased exceptional skill, grit, 
and determination to secure 
his place on the podium, 
earning admiration and 
respect from participants 
and spectators alike.

Ahmed expressed his 
gratitude to his family, 
coaches, and Mr. Mohd 
Iqbal for their constant 
support. “Winning a medal 
at the world championship 
has been a dream come 
true. It wouldn’t have 
been possible without the 
encouragement of  my 
family and the mentorship 
of  Mr. Iqbal, who has been 
a guiding light throughout 
my journey,” he said.

Ahmed’s accomplish-
ments have brought 
immense pride not only to 
his family but also to the 
entire nation. His success is 
a source of  inspiration for 
countless young athletes, 
particularly in Jammu and 
Kashmir, where his jour-
ney serves as a reminder 
of  the immense potential 
waiting to be harnessed.

As Ahmed continues to 
rise in the world of  Pencak 
Silat, his achievements 
underline the importance of  
nurturing young talent and 
supporting athletes at the 
grassroots level. His story 
is a shining example of  how 
perseverance, passion, and 
the right support system can 
lead to global recognition.

With his determination 
and talent, Ahmed Taha 
Masoody is poised for even 
greater achievements in 
the future, bringing more 
glory to India and inspir-
ing the next generation of  
athletes. (ANB)

GMK NEW NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Jammu 
and Kashmir Economic 
Reconstruction Agency 
(ERA), Jhelum Tawi Flood 
Recovery Project (JTFRP), 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
on Tuesday said that the 
additional block compris-
ing 160 beds at Bone and 
Joint (B&J) Hospital in 
Barzulla, Srinagar, has 
been completed, and the 
trial run of  the new facil-
ity is presently underway.

Chairing a meeting to 
review the progress of  
the World Bank-funded 
Jhelum Tawi Flood Recov-
ery Project (JTFRP), CEO 
highlighted the advanced 
features of  the new Ortho-
paedic hospital block, 
which has been construct-
ed using modern earth-
quake-resilient technology.

The state-of-the-art 
building includes modular 
operation theatres, a lami-
nar flow system, a Theatre 
Sterile Supply Unit (TSSU), 
Intensive Care Units (ICU), 
pre- and post-operation 
care wards, a Central Ster-
ile Supply Department 
(CSSD), specialized laun-
dry facilities, a pneumatic 
tube system, and a waste 
collection system. Addi-
tionally, the building has 
received certification from 
the India Green Building 
Council (IGBC) and fea-
tures a biomedical waste 
management facility.

CEO Asad emphasized that 
the completion of  this facility 

marks a significant milestone 
in enhancing healthcare 
infrastructure in the region, 
providing advanced medical 
services and ensuring better 
patient care.

“The use of  earth-
quake-resilient technol-
ogy ensures the safety and 
stability of  the hospital, 
making it a robust addition 
to the healthcare facilities 
in Srinagar,” he said.

The CEO directed the 
Chief  Engineer, R&B, 
which is the Project Imple-
mentation Unit (PIU) for 
this prestigious health 
sector project, to expedite 
the tendering process for 
crucial health sector proj-
ects under the World Bank-
funded JTFRP and ensure 
their completion as per the 
agreed timelines.

Aijaz Asad also 
informed that tenders will 
soon be floated for the con-
struction of  an additional 
Gynae block at Lal Ded 
Hospital. He added that the 
bid document for the new 
block has been updated in 
line with the inputs provid-
ed by concerned stakehold-
ers and submitted to the 
World Bank for approval. 
Once approved, the project 

will be tendered.
CEO ERA stated that 

the new block at Lal Ded 
Hospital will address criti-
cal infrastructural needs 
for maternal and child 
care. It will also feature a 
dedicated oncology care 
section, equipped with a 
modern air conditioning 
system and state-of-the-
art healthcare architecture 
and equipment.

Er. Sajad Naqeeb, Chief  
Engineer, R&B (Central), 
reported that the work on 
the Bone and Joint Hospi-
tal project has been com-
pleted, and the process 
of  handing over the new 
building to hospital author-
ities has been initiated.

The Medical Superin-
tendent of  Bone and Joint 
Hospital noted that the trial 
run for the new building is 
underway, with an examina-
tion recently conducted in 
the facility. He commended 
JKERA, the World Bank, 
and PIU (PWD) for complet-
ing the project.

Er. Susheel Kumar, 
Director Technical, JTFRP, 
provided updates on the 
construction of  the Emer-
gency Operations Centre 
(EOC) at Ompura, noting 

that work on the dormi-
tory building is nearing 
completion and will soon 
be handed over to the con-
cerned department.

He also informed that 
tenders for the balance 
work on one of  the four 
bridges in North Kashmir 
have been issued, while 
tenders for the remaining 
three bridges will be float-
ed shortly.

The Executive Engineer, 
PWD (R&B) South, stated 
that the superstructure 
of  the Rohmoo Bridge has 
been substantially com-
pleted, except for bitumi-
nous works, which will be 
taken up in the next work-
ing season. Fabrication 
work on the Trenz Bridge 
is also underway.

Officers from Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) informed that work 
on upgrading 49 dewatering 
stations in Srinagar is at an 
advanced stage, with 45 sta-
tions completed and work 
ongoing on the remaining 
ones. CEO ERA directed 
SMC officers to expedite the 
work and ensure its earliest 
completion.

Officers from JKMSCL 
reported that 44 additional 
critical care ambulances 
have been procured under 
the project.

The meeting was also 
attended by Dr. Sajad Wani, 
Chief  Accounts Officer, and 
senior officers from SMC, 
PWD (R&B), Industries 
and Commerce, JKMSCL, 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion, JKERA, and JTFRP.

GMK NEW NETWORK

RAJOURI: The District 
Level Review Commit-
tee (DLRC) meeting was 
chaired today by District 
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Rajouri 
Abhishek Sharma here 
in the Conference Hall of  
the PWD Dak Bungalow to 
review the performance of  
banks and other financial 
institutions.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief  Planning Offi-
cer Maqsood Ahmed; Lead 
District Manager Sanjeev 
Bhasin; Chief  Animal Hus-
bandry Officer Dr. Khalid 
Hussain; District Sheep 
Husbandry Officer P.P. 
Sagotral Assistant Direc-
tor Fisheries Bodh Raj and 
officers from various banks 

operating in the District.
The DDC directed banks 

to enhance priority sector 
lending and emphasized 
improvement in the Credit-
Deposit (CD) ratio, which 
currently stands at 54 per-
cent. He urged all stake-
holders to take concrete 
steps to enhance the ratio 

for the economic growth of  
the district.

Key progress under 
credit linked schemes was 
reviewed in detail. The 
meeting was informed that 
1906 cases have been dis-
bursed under KCC (Animal 
Husbandry) against 2230 
sponsored cases, while 

under KCC (Sheep Hus-
bandry) 36 cases were dis-
bursed out of  87 sponsored 
cases. Similarly 21 cases 
were disbursed under 
KCC (Fisheries) against 30 
sponsored cases. The DDC 
instructed banks to ensure 
the timely disbursement of  
pending cases.

It was further informed 
that 52 cases have been dis-
bursed under the Prime 
Minister’s Formalization of  
Micro Food Processing Enter-
prises (PMFME).  Noting 
slow disbursement under the 
Holistic Agriculture Develop-
ment Program (HADP), the 
DDC directed concerned offi-
cers to take immediate cor-
rective measures.

Reviewing the progress 
under the self-employ-
ment schemes, the chair 

was informed that dis-
bursement has been made 
against 73 proposals spon-
sored under PMEGP. The 
DDC directed the District 
Industries Centre to moti-
vate the maximum number 
of  youth for self  employ-
ment by promoting PMEGP 
and other like schemes.

The DDC also reviewed 
the progress under Mission 
Youth, RSETI, NRLM and 
other schemes, urging all 
departments to expedite 
sponsorship and disburse-
ment to meet targets.

The DDC reiterated the 
need for enhanced coordi-
nation between banks and 
government departments 
to ensure the benefits of  
these schemes reach the 
intended beneficiaries 
promptly.

Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari extends 
New Year greetings to the people of J&K
Prays for the peace, 
stability, and 
prosperity in the 
region

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Apni Party 
President Syed Moham-
mad Altaf  Bukhari extend-
ed greetings to the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir on 
the eve of  the New Year.

In his message, Syed 
Mohammad Altaf  Bukhari 
said, “I extend my heartfelt 
greetings to the people of  

Jammu and Kashmir on 
the occasion of  the begin-
ning of  the New Year. 
May the year 2025 be filled 
with a spirit of  peace and 
well-being for everyone, 
and may it bring with it a 
renewed sense of  hope for 
the future.”

“The people of  J&K 
have suffered immensely 
in the past due to the per-
sistent uncertainty and 
instability in this region. 
May the Almighty usher in 
a new era of  peace, hope, 
and well-being for every-
one here.”

Property of PAK based terrorist 
handler worth 52.5 lakhs 
Attached in Bandipora

Ganderbal Cyber Cell Resolves 56 Cases of 
Blackmail and Social Media Hacking in 9 Months

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The 
Cyber Cell of  Ganderbal 
Police has made signifi-
cant strides in combating 
cybercrime, recovering lost 
property, and addressing 
financial frauds within a 
short span of  nine months. 
Since its establishment 
in March 2024, the Cyber 
Cell has recovered mobile 
phones worth Rs 16 lakhs 
and accounted for Rs 17 
lakhs in financial fraud 
cases.

In its operations, Cyber 
Cell Ganderbal retrieved 
87 mobile phones from 
various locations, which 
had been lost or stolen. 
Of  these, 74 devices were 
returned to their rightful 
owners earlier, while the 
remaining 13 were handed 

over during a formal meet-
ing held today. The total 
value of  the recovered 
mobile phones stands at 
INR 16 lakhs.

In addition to recov-
ering lost property, the 
Cyber Cell effectively tack-
led financial fraud cases 
amounting to Rs 17 lakhs. 
Out of  this, Rs 3,78,527 has 
already been credited back 
to the victims' accounts, 
offering much-needed 
relief  to those affected by 
online scams.

The Cyber Cell also 
resolved more than 56 
cases related to blackmail 
and social media account 
hacking, providing a sense 
of  security and relief  to 
victims.

According to the Gan-
derbal Police, during an 
event where 13 recov-

ered mobile phones were 
returned to their owners, 
the victims expressed 
gratitude for the diligent 
efforts of  Ganderbal Police.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, SSP Ganderbal 
emphasized the depart-
ment’s commitment to 
curbing cybercrimes and 
urged the public to report 
such incidents without 
hesitation. He assured 
that complaints would be 
addressed with utmost sin-
cerity and sensitivity.

To enhance accessibil-
ity and public support, SSP 
Ganderbal also announced 
the launch of  a dedicated 
24/7 cyber helpline for 
the region. The helpline, 
reachable at 9541786772, 
aims to provide prompt 
assistance for any cyber-
related issues. [KNT]

DC Kulgam chairs DLC meeting of HADP, approves 690 cases

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Bandipora 
Police attached residen-
tial land worth ₹52.5 lakhs 
belonging to a terror han-
dler at Hilalabad Nesbal 
Sumbal on Monday

Police spokesperson in 
a statement issued here to 
news agency JKNS reads, the 
property, measuring 2 Kanals 
and 7.5 Marlas, was attached 
under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act. The land, 
registered under Survey 
Nos. 898 (1.5 Marlas), 862 (7.75 
Marlas), and 938 (1 Kanal 9.25 
Marlas), was identified as 
proceeds of  terrorism.

The property belongs to 

Mushtaq Ahmad Mir, son of  
Gh Mohiuddin Mir, a resi-
dent of  Hilalabad Nesbal 
Sumbal, who is reportedly 
operating as a terror han-
dler from Pakistan.

“The attachment was 
carried out after the indi-
vidual was declared a pro-
claimed offender in con-
nection with Case FIR No. 
37/2024 under the UA(P) 
Act, IA Act, and E&IMCO 
Act of  Police Station Peth-
kote,” the statement reads.

This operation reaf-
firms the Bandipora 
Police's commitment to 
combating terrorism and 
dismantling its financial 
networks, it reads. (JKNS)

DC Kupwara reviews progress 

under HADP, DAKSH Kisan
GMK NEWS  NETWORK

KUPWARA: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kup-
wara, Ayushi Sudan today 
held a meeting of  con-
cerned officers to review 
the status of  implementa-
tion of  different agricultur-
al schemes in the district.

On the occasion, the 
DC took a comprehensive 
review of  the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Plan 
(HADP), DAKSH Kisan, 
Kisan Khidmat Ghars 
(KKGs) and other schemes.

She stressed upon the 
concerned officers to gear 
up the pace of  enrolment 
of  farmers to achieve the 
desired targets under 
Daksh Kisan and HADP. 
The officers were directed 
to facilitate the registration 
and enrolment of  farmers 
to meet the targets as early 
as possible.

It was informed in the 
meeting that 33427 appli-
cations under HADP were 
received by Agriculture, 
Horticulture P&M, Hor-
ticulture, Animal Hus-
bandry, Sheep Husbandry, 
Fisheries and Sericulture 
departments. Out of  these, 
27053 applications have 
been approved. Under 
DAKSH Kisan, 12853 farm-
ers out of  the target 21749 
have been registered so far 
and 6185 farmers have com-
pleted the course.

To improve the over-
all enrolment of  farmers 
under the DAKSH Kisan, 
the Agriculture & allied 
departments were assigned 
targets. Each Kisan Khid-
mat Ghar will have to reg-
ister 1000 farmers in their 
respective areas on DAKSH 
Kisan portal. Besides, each 
Area Extension Officer 
and BVO have been given 

a target of  300 and 400 
registrations respectively. 
Similarly, the Fisheries 
department will make 149 
farmer registrations.

The DC impressed upon 
the officers to ensure 100% 
coverage of  the HADP 
scheme adding that dis-
trict Kupwara has a vast 
potential for agriculture 
and allied activities which 
will boost its employment 
generation scenario.

Meanwhile, the Officers 
were directed to mobi-
lize field staff  and Krishi 
Udayamis to achieve these 
targets in a time-bound 
manner and support farm-
ers throughout the regis-
tration and certification 
process.

The meeting was attend-
ed by CPO, CAO, CHO, 
CAHO, DSHO, AD Fisher-
ies and other concerned 
officers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
witnessed the loss of six civilians 
in various militancy-related inci-
dents in 2024.

 Muhammad Razad, the 
brother of a Territorial Army sol-
dier and a government employee, 
was shot dead by militants in 
Kundar village of Thanamandi, 

Rajouri. Similarly, BJP sarpanch 
Aijaz Sheikh was killed in his 
home in Heerpora, Shopian.

Vasudev, a 28-year-old worker 
from Akhnoor, lost his life in a 
mistaken identity shooting by the 
Border Security Force near Regal 
Chowk along the International 
Border in Samba.

Abdul Rashid was killed during 
an encounter between militants 

and joint forces in the Ahlan 
Gagarmandu forest area of Koker-
nag in South Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district.  In another incident, four 
locals, including a doctor from 
Budgam, were killed in an attack 
in Gagangeer, Sonamarg.

Additionally, a woman from 
Naidkhai, Bandipora, identified 
as Abida alias Samiya, was killed 
in Srinagar grenade attack. [KNT]

DC Pulwama reviews 

preparations for Mission YUVA
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Pulwa-
ma, Dr. Basharat Qayoom 
chaired a review meet-
ing on Tuesday to assess 
the final preparations 
for the launch of  Mission 
YUVA, a program aimed at 
empowering youth, foster-
ing entrepreneurship and 
creating job opportunities 
across the district.

The DC described Mis-
sion YUVA as a transfor-
mative initiative designed 
to channelize the immense 
potential of  young indi-
viduals, enabling them 
to become job providers 
rather than mere job seek-
ers. He highlighted the 
importance of  nurturing 
first-generation entre-

preneurs, empowering 
women and supporting 
low-income groups as part 
of  the program's commit-
ment to inclusive and equi-
table growth.

Dr. Basharat empha-
sized the pivotal role of  
supervisors in ensuring 
the effective implemen-
tation of  the program. 
As part of  Phase 1, a 
district-wide survey will 
commence on January 1, 
where enumerators will 
conduct door-to-door sur-
veys across every Pan-
chayat and Ward in urban 
areas assigned to them. 
This survey is critical for 
gathering data on existing 
enterprises and identifying 
potential entrepreneurs.

The DC directed officers 
to work diligently and col-

laboratively to guarantee 
the program's success, 
highlighting the impor-
tance of  this initiative in 
fostering entrepreneur-
ship and economic growth 
in the district.

The meeting reiterated 
the program's dual focus 
on supporting new enter-
prises and strengthening 
existing businesses, creat-
ing a robust ecosystem for 
job generation and eco-
nomic progress.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Pulwama, 
DSEO Pulwama, AD 
Employment, along with 
other district and sectoral 
officers, who expressed their 
commitment to making Mis-
sion YUVA a resounding 
success in the district.
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KULGAM: A meeting of the Dis-
trict Level Committee (DLC) for 
the Holistic Agriculture Devel-
opment Programme (HADP) 
was held today at the Mini-
Secretariat, Kulgam.

During the meeting, the 
committee chaired by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Athar Aamir Khan reviewed and 
approved 690 cases under vari-
ous projects and components of 
the HADP.

Later, the DC assessed the 

implementation status of various 
agricultural and developmental 
schemes in Agriculture & allied 
sectors in the district.

He reviewed progress under 
HADP, DAKSH Kisan, Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars (KKGs), Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY), Kisan Credit Card (KCC), 
JK Comprehensive agriculture and 
allied Implementation Projects 
(JKCIP), and Pradhan Mantri For-
malization of Micro Food Process-
ing Enterprises (PMFME) etc.

Chief Agriculture Officer (CAO) 
Kulgam presented a comprehen-

sive report on the progress of 
these schemes. It was informed 
that 17817 applications have been 
approved so far under HADP. 
Under DAKSH Kisan scheme, 
12821 farmers were registered, and 
9609 farmers completed training.

Additionally, 10534 farm-
ers were registered on the Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars (KKG) App, and 
178 Kisan Sampark Abhiyan (KSA) 
sessions were conducted during 
phase-3. The DC instructed all 
departments to work towards 
achieving 100% target under all 
HADP Projects.


