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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

15th 
Year Of  Publication

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Had a wonderful interaction with Scouts and 
Guides at Raj Bhawan. Scouts and Guides 
inculcates among youth values of our civilization 
& ancient culture. They are inspiring example of 
discipline, camaraderie and selfless service.

...Unlawful Activities
Police Conducts 
Raids In Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Police in Sri-
nagar conducted searches 
at various places in Bata-
maloo and HMT areas of  
Srinagar city in further-
ance of  investigation 
of  case FIR No. 65/2024 
under section of   13 UA(P) 
Act registered in Police 
Station Shergari.

The instant investiga-
tion is going on against 
some individuals who at 
the behest of  adversary 
and in criminal conspira-
cy with others, were found 
prima facia involved in 
orchestrating a campaign 
of  manufacturing fabri-
cated and malicious nar-
rative by way of  dissemi-
nating twisted and false 
information to provoke 
people for unlawful and 
violent activities.

District Police Sri-
nagar, after obtaining 
search warrants from 
NIA Court, conducted 
searches in the houses of  
Obais Riyaz Dar son of  
Riyaz Ahmad Dar resident 
of  Bonpora Batmaloo and 
Sahil Ahmad Bhat son of  
Noor Mohammad resident 
of  HMT, Zainakot.

During the course of  
searches, P-06“THE WEATHER IS LIKELY TO STAY GENERALLY DRY DURING DECEMBER 4-7, AFTER 

which light rain or snow is possible at isolated places in the higher reaches on December 8, the weather office said.

LG Chairs 35th Executive 
Council Meeting Of 
SMVD University

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Saturday 
chaired the 35th meeting of  
Executive Council of  Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi University.

The meeting was attended 
by Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, 
Vice Chancellor, SMVDU; 
Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice Chan-
cellor Jammu University; 
Prof. Nilofer Khan, VC Kash-
mir University; Prof. Pankaj 
Chandra, Vice Chancellor & 
Chairman, Board of  Manage-
ment, Ahmedabad Universi-
ty; Prof. A.S.K. Sinha, Direc-
tor, Rajiv Gandhi Institute of  
Petroleum Technology; Prof. 
Manoj Singh Gaur, Director, 
IIT, Jammu; Dr Mandeep 
Bhandari, Principal Secre-

tary to Lieutenant Gover-
nor; Shri Anshul Garg, CEO, 
SMVDSB; Sh Ajay Kumar 
Sharma, Registrar, SMVDU 
and other members of  the 
SMVDU Executive Council.

The meeting discussed sev-
eral important academic and 
administrative issues pertain-
ing to Career Advancement 
Promotion of  Faculty mem-
bers, non-functional promo-
tion of  Non-teaching staff  
members, increasing enrol-
ment, campus placements, 
University’s Outreach Pro-
grammes, promotion of  inno-
vation & start-ups, research, 
training and skill develop-
ment programs.

The Lieutenant Governor 
emphasised on introducing 
new courses and P-06

LG Sinha Lauds 
Contribution Of Scouts 
& Guides To Society
SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, 
Saturday interacted 
with the volunteers and 
officials of  J&K Bharat 

Scouts & Guides, at Raj 
Bhawan.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor commended the 
volunteers and everyone 
associated with the Scouts 
and Guides movement for 
their exemplary contribu-
tion to the society.

“Scouts and P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Fresh snowfall 
was recorded in many places, 
including the tourist towns, 
in the higher reaches of  Kash-
mir on Saturday despite the 
night temperature settling 
above freezing point at most 
locations, officials said.

Many places in the higher 
reaches of  Kashmir experi-
enced fresh snowfall under 
the influence of  a western 
disturbance, they said.

The famous tourist resort 
town of  Pahalgam in south 
Kashmir’s Anantnag district 
witnessed the season’s first 
snowfall.

Other tourist destinations, 

including the ski resort town 
of  Gulmarg and Sonamarg, 
also recorded snowfall.

Snowfall was also reported 
from Gurez, Zojila axis and 
a few other upper areas, the 
officials said.

The snowfall on the Zojila 
axis resulted in the closure 
of  the Srinagar-Leh highway, 
they added.

The Met office said the 
weather would remain cloudy 
with the possibility of  light 
rain or snow at isolated to 
scattered places in the higher 
reaches of  the Valley on Sat-
urday.

On Sunday, the weather 
will be partly cloudy with 
light rain or snow at isolated 

places in the higher reaches.
From December 2, there 

are chances of  light rain or 
snow at scattered places in 
the higher reaches over two 
days.

The weather is likely to 
stay generally dry during 
December 4-7, after which 
light rain or snow is pos-
sible at isolated places in the 
higher reaches on December 
8, the weather office said.

Meanwhile, the night tem-
perature rose across Kashmir 
owing to overcast conditions 
and settled above freezing 
point at most places, the offi-
cials said.

Srinagar recorded a low of  
1 degree Celsius, P-06

Snowfall Blankets Higher Reaches Of Kashmir
Fresh Snowfall 
Shuts Gurez-
Bandipora Road

SRINAGAR: The Bandipora-
Gurez road has been tem-
porarily closed due to fresh 
snowfall at Razdan Top, offi-
cials confirmed on Saturday 
morning.

An official stated that con-
sidering the adverse weather 
conditions, drivers, and pas-
sengers have been advised to 
avoid traveling on the road. 
Snowfall commenced early 
this morning at Razdan Top, 
prompting the temporary 
closure to prioritize traveler 
safety.

SDM Gurez Mukhtar 
Ahmad, confirmed the road 
closure, attributing it to 
snowfall and unfavorable 
weather conditions. As a pre-
cautionary measure, move-
ment on the Gurez-Bandipora 
road has been suspended.

Officials reiterated the 
advisory for drivers P-06

Over 5.59 Lakh Aspirants Apply 
For 4,002 Constable Posts In J&K

AGENCIES

JAMMU: More than 5.59 
lakh job aspirants are slated 
to appear in an examination 
for 4,002 vacancies of  police 
constables in Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said on 
Saturday. The test is sched-
uled to commence across 
the Union Territory from 
Sunday.

A group of  youngsters, 
meanwhile, staged a dem-
onstration here, reiterating 
their demand for age relax-
ation and rescheduling of  the 
examination.

"A total of  5,59,135 candi-
dates are scheduled to appear 
in the exams for 4,002 posts 
of  constables (home depart-
ment) to be held on Decem-
ber 1, December 8 and 
December 22," Jammu and 

Kashmir Services Selection 
Recruitment Board (SSRB) 
Chairperson Indu Kanwal 
Chib said at a meeting here.

The meeting of  the civil 
administration and police 
department was convened by 

Chief  Secretary Atal Dulloo 
to take stock of  the prepa-
rations made by the deputy 
commissioners to conduct 
the exams.

Chib said the exams for 
the posts of  constable P-06

"WE HAD ALSO 
dreamt of joining the 
police and serving 

the nation but were 
denied the opportunity by 
the administration,

Possibility Of Spurt In Infiltration 

Attempts Ahead Of Snowfall: IG BSF 
ABID BASHIR

SRINAGAR: Inspector General 
of  Border Security Force, Kash-
mir frontier, Ashok Yadav Satur-
day said that there was possibil-
ity of  surge in infiltration before 
the onset of  winter as snowfall 
blocks all traditional routes for 
terrorists intending to sneak in.

Talking to reporters at STC 
Humhama, Yadav said that there 
was a possibility of  spurt in the 
infiltration from across in the 
days ahead.

"Terrorist infiltration shows 
increase before winter sets in. 
BSF in collaboration with the 
Army, carefully works out a plan 
to seal vulnerable points along 

the Line of  Control to ensure 
all infiltration bids are foiled,” 
Yadav said.

 He further said that the BSF's 

operational plans are driven by 
timely intelligence inputs from 
multiple agencies, allowing for 
a comprehensive P-06

Don’t Want Something Like Delhi 
And Kejriwal In J&K: Sharma

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: The cabinet 
minister in the first 
elected government 
in the Union Ter-
ritory of  Jammu 
and Kashmir, 
Satish Sharma 
on Saturday said 
that they don’t 
want something 
like Delhi and Kejri-
wal here in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

While talking to the 
reporters here, Sharma, said 
that he is a man with posi-
tivity and believes that the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as well as the Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
wants to empower the people 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
“We have been demanding 

the restoration of  Statehood 
for which the Chief  Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah visited 

Delhi. We too will visit 
in our capacity. We 

are not demand-
ing something 
new, but what-
ever has been 
snatched should 
be restored,” he 

said.
Furthermore, 

Sharma said that the 
priority at present is to 

ensure the affordable health 
care in Jammu and Kash-
mir, saying that post Covid, 
the complications have 
increased while the people 
across J&K have borne the 
brunt of  militancy for the 
last three decades. “We need 
to ensure affordable health 
care for the people P-06

NSG Deployed In 
Jammu To Assist 
Security Forces: ADGP

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Additional Direc-
tor General of  Police (ADGP), 
Jammu Zone, Anand Jain on 
Friday said the deployment of  
National Security Guard (NSG) 
has been done in Jammu to 
assist the security forces.

The ADGP said massive 
search operations are under-
way in the Jammu region to 
dismantle the terror ecosystem 
and networks.

“We are receiving support 
from specialised forces. The 
deployment of  the NSG has 
taken place.

“We are ready to face any 
eventuality,” Jain said while 
responding to a question about 
the deployment of  the NSG in 
Jammu in light of  the threat 
perception.

A special unit of  the NSG, 
the country’s premier counter-
terrorism force, has P-06

Ali Mohd Dar - The Master 

Kangri Maker Of Kashmir
JAHANGEER GANAIE

BUDGAM:  Ali Mohammad 
Dar, an elderly artisan from 
the Charar-e-Sharif  area of  
central Kashmir's Budgam 
district, is celebrated for 
crafting exquisite Kashmiri 
Kangris (firepots). Recog-
nised as the valley’s finest 
Kangri-maker, Dar was 
honoured with the presti-
gious Best Kangri-Maker 
Award in 2022 by Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha.

Dar delved deep into his 
craft, a tradition deeply 
rooted in Kashmir's cultur-
al heritage and passed down 
through generations.

“Among all the varieties, 
the Charar Kangri stands 
out for its uniqueness and 
cultural significance,” he 
said. “Named after the 
revered Sufi saint Sheikh 
Noor-ud-Din Noorani, it 
holds a special place as an 
artefact linked to the saint’s 
ancestral lands.”

For the past 50 years, 
Dar has been dedicated to 
crafting Kangris, a skill 
he learned in his youth. 

He said that while there 
was once a robust demand 
for Kangris—particularly 
those from Charar-e-Shar-
if—modern gadgets like 
electric heaters have dimin-
ished their popularity.

“It’s disheartening to 
see the decline in demand. 
Many artisans who once 
relied on Kangri-making as 
a livelihood now struggle 
during the winters,” he 
lamented.

Dar’s craft, however, 
remains unparalleled. 

He specialises in creating 
“gift piece Kangris”, intri-
cate designs often used to 
package dry fruits. These 
Kangris are highly prized, 
and cost between Rs 15,000 
and Rs 30,000 in the market. 
Each piece takes him 
around 20 days to complete.

“I’m perhaps one of  the 
last artisans creating such 
gift pieces, and my Kangris 
have even reached inter-
national markets,” he said 
proudly.

After winning P-06
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UNION TERRITORY JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION BANDIPORA
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e-NIT No.73/ET/R&B/Bandipora of 2024-25 Dated:- 28-11-2024.
(Single Cover System)

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved 
and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following work:- 

S.No Name of Work
Adv. Cost

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees )

Earnest 
Money 
In Rs.

Time of
completion

Project Au-
thority M.H of 

Account
Class of 

Contractor 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9

1

Construction of Crate 
Fencing and Tile Path 

around ZPE Office 
Bandipora   

5.21

300 indicate 
name of work 
with NIT serial 

no. on TR)

10420.00 31 Days  

District 
Development 

Commissioner 
Bandipora   

(YS&S Sector 
District Capex 

Budget 2024-25)

“CEE”
“DEE”

2
Construction of Ap-

proach Road towards 
ZPE Office Bandipora

3.66

300 indicate 
name of work 
with NIT serial 

no. on TR)

7320.00 30 Days  

District 
Development 

Commissioner 
Bandipora   

(YS&S Sector 
District Capex 

Budget 2024-25)
 “DEE”

Position of AA: - Accorded. 
1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set 

of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28-11-2024.
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 29-11-2024.from   10:00 AM
3 Bid submission Start Date. 29-11-2024. from  2:00 PM
4 Bid Submission End Date. 04-12-2024 upto   4.00 P.M.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 05-12-2024 at 10.00 A.M in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Bandipora.

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender documents under MH-0059 in shape of Treasury Receipt favoring to Executive Engineer 
(R&B) Division Bandipora (tender inviting authority).Indicating S.No of Nit No, Name of work and Earnest Money / Bid Security in shape 
of CDR / FDR pledged to Executive Engineer (R&B)  Division Bandipora (Tender receiving authority).

3. All bidders have to submit/upload 2% EMD of Advertised cost in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Bandipora.
4. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR Pledged to 

Executive Engineer R&B Division Bandipora within 02 Days before fixation of contract and shall be released after completion of  DLP
7. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form) and detailed NIT issued.
8. Treasury Challan should indicate tender document cost deposit in-between commencement date and end date of NIT, Name of work, 

Advt. Cost, NIT No. and Tender inviting authority.
9. For drawing of agreement of the contract and memorandum of an agreement relating to sake of bill of exchange one rupee for 

Rs.10,000/- or part thereof shall have to be realized/deposited by the Contractor at his own to revenue Head of Acctts.0030/Stamps 
of Deputy Commissioner Stamps J&K UT.

10. The successful bidder who fails to submit original copies of uploaded documents especially 2% / (EMD) security performance of NIT. 
Advt. Cost within five days after opening of Bid shall be debarred from participating in future tendering for a period of one year in this 
Department as per instructions and reference of clause 2.20.5.

11. Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are later 
discovered to be fake/not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the Contractor/bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this 
Division/ Department for a period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited.

35.  All other terms, conditions are as per PWD Form-25 (Double agreement)
No.EE/R&B/Bpr/5186-94 Sd/=
Dated: -28-11-2024.   Executive Engineer
 (R&B) Division Bandipora

DIPK-8787-24
DT: 30/11/2024

SSC Bags SKOCH 
Award for Sustainable 
Transport Efforts

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Srinagar has 
been awarded the presti-
gious SKOCH Award of  
Excellence in Sustainable 
Transport System for its 
outstanding work in creat-
ing a sustainable and inclu-
sive non-motorized trans-
port network in Delhi. The 
award recognizes the city’s 
efforts to build walking 
and cycling infrastructure 
that promotes a pedestri-
an-friendly environment, 
boosts tourism, and sup-
ports economic growth.

Dr. Owais, CEO of  Sri-
nagar Smart City Limited 
(SSCL), accepted the award 
during a ceremony in 
Delhi. He expressed pride 
in the achievement, saying, 
“We are honored to receive 
this prestigious award, 
which acknowledges our 
efforts to create a sustain-
able and livable city. This 
award is a proof  to our 
commitment to providing 
world-class infrastructure 
and services to our citi-
zens. We are dedicated to 
making Srinagar better in 
every field.”

Under the Smart Cities 
Mission, SSCL has worked 

extensively to improve 
Srinagar’s infrastructure. 
Their integrated strat-
egy targeted major streets, 
crossings, public spaces, 
markets, and riverfronts, 
focusing on making the 
city pedestrian-friendly. 
These changes have not 
only enhanced the city's 

appeal but have also posi-
tively impacted tourism 
and the local economy.

The SKOCH Award, 
established in 2003, honors 
excellence in governance, 
technology, finance, and 
inclusive growth. Winning 
this award reflects the prog-
ress Srinagar has made 

since being included in the 
Smart Cities Mission in 2017.

SSCL's efforts to revive 
the city’s transport and 
public spaces are being 
celebrated as a significant 
step toward transforming 
Srinagar into a cleaner, 
greener, and more modern 
city. (KNS)

DC Baramulla, MD JJM review 

implementation of JJM Baramulla
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Baramulla, Minga 
Sherpa and Mission Direc-
tor Jal Jeevan Mission, Dr. 
G.N. Itoo, Saturday chaired 
a comprehensive meeting 
to review the implementa-
tion of  the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) in Baramulla 
district.

During the review, it 
was stated that 88% of  
households in Baramulla 
have already been provided 
household water connec-
tions under the Har Ghar 
Jal Mission, showcasing 
significant progress in 
ensuring access to safe and 
reliable drinking water.

Meanwhile, the meet-
ing was provided with 
a detailed division-wise 
update on the progress of  
work, including the con-
struction of  water supply 
schemes, piping networks, 
borewells, and related 
infrastructure.

During the meeting, 
the DC instructed offi-
cers to coordinate closely 
with departments such as 
Revenue, Forest, Wildlife, 
Roads & Buildings (R&B) 
and Power Development 

Department (PDD) to 
resolve any issues, includ-
ing the laying of  pipe net-
works, that hamper the 
completion of  the projects.

Minga Sherpa also 
urged all stakeholders to 
adopt a proactive approach 
to addressing challenges, 
ensuring that every house-
hold in the district has 
access to clean and safe 
drinking water by the stip-
ulated deadline.

Meanwhile, MD JJM, 
emphasized that March 
2025 marks the conclusion 
of  JJM and directed the 
concerned officers to expe-
dite pending works on the 
water supply schemes and 
other projects and adhere 
to the set timelines.

Dr. Itoo further under-

scored the importance of  
maintaining high-quality 
standards in all aspects of  
the project and urged the 
officers to ensure that no 
compromises are made 
in the execution of  their 
responsibilities, stressing 
that adherence to quality 
is essential for achieving 
long-lasting and sustain-
able outcomes.

Later, the DC in pres-
ence of  MD JJM and Chief  
Engineer I&FC inaugu-
rated District Water Test-
ing Lab at Baramulla con-
structed at the cost of  Rs. 
65.46 Lacs marks a signifi-
cant step toward improving 
water quality monitoring 
in the region.

The DC and MD JJM 
inspected a live demon-

stration of  the water test-
ing procedures carried out 
at the lab to evaluate the 
lab’s capabilities in assess-
ing water quality through 
advanced testing methods.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Itoo emphasized that this 
state-of-the-art lab is open 
to the public, encouraging 
residents to bring water 
samples from their house-
holds for testing to ensure 
that it is safe for drinking 
and other uses.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue, Chief  
Planning Officer and 
Executive Engineers of  the 
four divisions of  the dis-
trict, besides other senior 
officers and officials from 
various departments.

JKNHM releases rankings of 

Public Health facilities for Oct

Former MLA Gh 
Hassan Parray 
Passes Away at 95

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ghulam Hassan 
Parray, a former Member of  the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA) from 
Devsar, passed away on Saturday 
at the age of  95 in his ancestral 
village of  Shampora, Qazigund, 
in Anantnag district.

Parray, who made history in 
the 1972 elections by winning as an 
independent candidate, had been 
in poor health before his death but 
passed away peacefully at home.

In the 1972 assembly elections, 
Parray defeated Congress can-
didate Manhor Nath Koul by a 
margin of  1,351 votes, securing 
9,406 votes compared to Koul’s 
8,055. This was the only election 
Parray contested in his political 
career. The election saw a 66.78% 
voter turnout from a total of  29,854 
registered voters.

Hundreds of  people attended 
his funeral prayers in Shampora 
on Saturday morning, reflecting 
the respect he earned during his 
life. (KNS) 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: J&K National Health 
Mission (JKNHM) today released 
ranking of  Public Health facilities on 
Hospital Management Information 
System (JK e-Sahaj) for the month of  
October 2024.

In the category of New GMCs of Asso-
ciated Hospitals of  Govt. Medical Col-
leges the first rank has been clinched by 
Govt Medical College, Kathua followed 
by Govt Medical College, Udhampur, 
Govt. Medical College Rajouri, Govt 
Medical College Anantnag and Govt. 
Medical College Baramulla.

In the category of  District Hospi-
tals first rank has been clinched by 
District Hospital Kishtwar, followed 
by District Hospital Shopian, District 
Hospital Budgam, District Hospital 
Samba and District Hospital Reasi.

In the category of  Community 
Health Centres (CHCs), first rank has 
been clinched by CHC Marh, Jammu 
followed by CHC Pakherpora, Budgam, 
CHC Billawar, Kathua, CHC Batote, 
Ramban and CHC Banihal, Ramban.

JK e-sahaj (Electronic System for 

Automation of  Hospital Administra-
tion in J&K) initiative was formally 
launched on 4th November 2022 as 
part of  Jashn-e-Sehat for different 
types of  facilities i.e. Tertiary care, 
District Hospitals, Community Health 
Centres. It has been integrated with 
Rapid Assessment System (RAS), 
104 Centralised Health Helpline for 
outbound calling and RCH portal of  
MoHFW, Government of  India.

The ranking has been done on the 
basis of  registration, conversion of  
EMR (Electronic Medical Record), reg-
istration of  IPD patients and Patient 
feedback uploaded on the portal of  JK 
e Sahaj for the month of  September 
2024, on real time basis.

KU holds workshop on time, 
stress management for staff

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To address 
the challenges faced by the 
staff  in managing time and 
stress effectively in their 
daily lives and work, the 
Centre for Capacity Build-
ing & Skill Development 
(CCBSD), University of  
Kashmir, organised a one-
day workshop cum orienta-
tion programme on ‘Time 
and Stress Management’

The workshop was orga-
nized for the ministerial staff  
of  the campus to improve 
their skills in managing time 
effectively, reduce stress and 
improve the overall work 
performance.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory session, Dean School 
of  Open Learning KU, Prof. 
Mushtaq Ahmad high-
lighted the importance of  
such capacity-building ini-
tiatives for the staff. “It is 
essential to organize such 
programmes regularly 
to help our staff  improve 
their personal and profes-
sional lives,” he remarked.

Dean School of  Business 
and Management Studies 
Prof. Mushtaq Darzi, who 
was the resource person 

for the workshop stressed 
on the importance of  time 
management and shared 
practical techniques for 
managing time effectively 
in both professional and 
personal life.

“Time management is a 
key to productivity and it 
helps individuals balance 
their responsibilities while 
reducing stress,” he noted.

Earlier, in his welcome 
address, Director CCBSD 
KU, Dr. Aadil Bashir 
emphasised the impor-
tance of  such workshops 
and orientation pro-
grammes for the working 
professionals.

“Time and stress man-
agement are crucial skills 
for every professional. 
This programme will help 
staff  enhance their work 
efficiency and maintain a 
healthy work-life balance,” 
he said.

The event featured 
expert speakers includ-
ing Dr. Waseem Kakroo, 
clinical psychologist at 
IMHANS, Srinagar, and 
Dr. Mismah Rafiq, research 
scientist, who led the ses-
sions on managing stress 
and building resilience.

IUST shines in national 
adventure training in Himachal

 GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Islamic 
University of  Science 
and Technology (IUST) 
made his mark in a 10-day 
National Water Sports 
Adventure Course orga-
nized by the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Parwan Sanst-
han and Rafting Centre 
Pordi, on the Beas River in 
Himachal Pradesh.

The training, brought 
together 40 participants, 
including 20 young men and 
20 women from four states 
across India including Mufti 
Ahmad, an NSS cadet from 
IUST who described the 
experience as transforma-
tive. “It was more than just 

rafting or building bridges, 
it was about overcoming 
fears, pushing boundar-
ies and finding strength 
within,” he said.

Mufti expressed his grati-
tude to IUST, especially Vice 
Chancellor Prof  Shakil A. 
Romshoo and all others 
involved for providing this 
platform to him including 
Registrar Prof A. W. Makh-
doomi and NSS Coordinator 
Dr. Tariq Ahmad Ganie. The 
rigorous training included 
activities like river rafting, 
artificial bridge-building, 
river crossing, and disas-
ter management, which 
were conducted under 
the guidance of  seasoned 
instructors.

DC Srinagar reviews 
implementation of DAJGUA scheme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
review the implementation 
of  Dharti Aaba Janjatiya 
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan 
(DAJGUA), the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat Saturday chaired 
a meeting in his Office 
Chamber, here.

At the outset, the DC 
took first hand appraisal 
about the implementa-
tion of  the DAJGUA being 
executed for the welfare of  
tribal people. He discussed 
various aspects related 
to the scheme and other 
modalities for its success-
ful execution to achieve the 
target.

On the occasion, Dr 
Bilal asked the Revenue 
authorities to expedite the 
process regarding identi-
fication of  land for infra-
structure development 
including Eklavya Model 
Residential School (EMRS) 

building for quality educa-
tion of  tribal students.

The DC also asked 
the R&B Department to 
submit DPR for repair and 
renovation of  Gujjar Bak-
erwal Hostel.

He stressed the con-
cerned to ensure an ade-
quate of  heating system in 
the hostels.

During the meeting, the 
DC underscored different 
dimensions of  the cen-
trally sponsored flagship 
scheme launched to uplift 
tribal communities and 
ensure their socio-econom-
ic development.

Dr Bilal stressed the 
Officers for effective imple-
mentation of  DAJGUA 
scheme across the District.

Besides the Chief  Plan-
ning Officer and Tehsildar 
North, the meeting was 
attended by Assistant Com-
missioner Panchayats, other 
officers of  Rural Develop-
ment Department and other 
concerned officers.

DC Budgam reviews digitisation 
of revenue records

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Budgam, Akshay Labroo, 
Saturday chaired a meet-
ing at the DC Office Com-
plex, here to review the 
functioning of  revenue 
services across all tehsils 
of  the district.

The DC reviewed the 
progress on digitization 
of  revenue records of  the 
district to enhance trans-
parency and efficiency in 
land records management. 
He also conducted Tehsil 
wise review of  the disposal 
of  revenue services as per 
PSGA timelines to ensure 
timely provision of  reve-
nue services to the citizens.

He also  reviewed 
the status of  work on 
the recently approved 
infrastructure  proj -

ects of  revenue offices 
including construction 
of  Tehsil Office BK Pora 
and Niabats of  Nagam, 
Soibugh, Kachwari and 
additional block at NT 
Office, Pakherpora.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to maintain 
close coordination with 
executing agencies to 
ensure timely completion 
of  these projects.

He reiterated the impor-
tance of  responsive gov-
ernance and emphasized 
that Revenue officials 
must remain proactive in 
addressing public griev-
ances. Regular monitoring, 
adherence to timelines and 
imposing penalties against 
those failing to provide 
revenue services within 
the timeline were stressed 
to uphold the standards of  
service delivery.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I have changed name of my daughter from Syed 
Hassana Hussain to Syed Hasanah Hussain. 
In future she will be known as Syed Hasanah 
Hussain.
If anybody Is having any objection he/she may 
contact Passport Office Srinagar within 07 days. 
After 07 days no objection will be accepted.

Syed Burhana Indrabi 
F/o: Syed Hasanah Hussain

Union Territory Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION BANDIPORA
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

e-NIT No.74 /ET/R&B/Bandipora of 2024-25 Dated: - 29-11-2024.
(Single Cover System)

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and 
eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following work:- 

S.No Name of Work
Adv. Cost

(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/Doc.(In 
Rupees )

Earnest  
Money  In 

Rs.

Time of 
completion

Project Authority M.H of 
Account

Class of 
Contractor 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9

1
Balance work for construc-
tion of Health Sub Centre at 

Authwatoo Bandipora 
5.43

300 (indicate name 
of work with NIT 
serial no. on TR)

10860.00 35 Days
District Develop-
ment Commis-

sioner Bandipora 

Health Sector 
District Capex 

Budget 

“CEE”
“DEE”

2
Construction of CC drain 

at Green Land Colony 
Bandipora 

1.00 
200 indicate name 

of work with NIT 
serial no. on TR)

2000.00 30 Days R&B Department 3054 (Special  
Repairs ) “DEE”

Position of AA: - Accorded. 
1.	 The	Bidding	documents	Consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	Drawings,	bill	of		quantities	(B.O.Q),	Set	

of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in 
as per schedule of dates given below:-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 29-11-2024.
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 30-11-2024.from   10:00 AM
3 Bid submission Start Date. 30-11-2024. from  2:00 PM
4 Bid Submission End Date. 06-12-2024 upto   4.00 P.M.
5 Date	&	time	of	opening	of	Bids	(Online) 07-12-2024	at	10.00	A.M	in	the	office	of	Executive	Engineer	R&B	Division	Bandipora.

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender documents under MH-0059 in shape of Treasury Receipt favoring to Executive Engineer 
(R&B) Division Bandipora (tender inviting authority).Indicating S.No of Nit No, Name of work and Earnest Money / Bid Security in shape 
of CDR / FDR pledged to Executive Engineer (R&B)  Division Bandipora (Tender receiving authority).

3. All bidders have to submit/upload 2% EMD of Advertised cost in shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Bandipora.
4. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as performance security in shape of CDR/FDR Pledged to 

Executive	Engineer	R&B	Division	Bandipora	within	02	Days	before	fixation	of	contract	and	shall	be	released	after	completion	of		DLP
7. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25 (Double agreement Form) and detailed NIT issued.
8. Treasury Challan should indicate tender document cost deposit in-between commencement date and end date of NIT, Name of work, 

Advt. Cost, NIT No. and Tender inviting authority.
9. For drawing of agreement of the contract and memorandum of an agreement relating to sake of bill of exchange one rupee for 

Rs.10,000/- or part thereof shall have to be realized/deposited by the Contractor at his own to revenue Head of Acctts.0030/Stamps 
of Deputy Commissioner Stamps J&K UT.

10. The successful bidder who fails to submit original copies of uploaded documents especially 2% / (EMD) security performance of NIT. 
Advt.	Cost	within	five	days	after	opening	of	Bid	shall	be	debarred	from	participating	in	future	tendering	for	a	period	of	one	year	in	this	
Department as per instructions and reference of clause 2.20.5.

11. Bidders should be fully cognizant that if the documents uploaded/submitted on the basis of which the contract was awarded are later discov-
ered to be fake/not genuine, the contract will be cancelled and the Contractor/bidder will be blacklisted from participating in this Division/ 
Department for a period of three years, in addition to the performance security deposited for the said work being forfeited.

35.  All other terms, conditions are as per PWD Form-25 (Double agreement)
No.EE/R&B/Bpr/5235-43 Sd/=
Dated: -29-11-2024.   Executive Engineer
 (R&B) Division Bandipora    

DIPK-8873-24
DT: 30/11/2024

KHBOA concerned 
over hike in 
electricity bills
Association urges PDD to install electric meters

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir 
Houseboat Owners Associ-
ation (KHBOA) has raised 
concerns over the continu-
ous hike in their electric-
ity bills, which they say is 
causing significant stress 
for them. The Association 
also called on Principal 
Secretary of  the Power 
Development Department 
(PDD), Rajesh Prasad, to 
address the issue.

The Association mem-
bers expressed their frus-

tration with the frequent 
increases in electricity 
charges, especially during 
the off-season when busi-
ness is slow.

They said these hikes 
make it extremely difficult 
for houseboat owners to 
manage their finances.

Manzoor Pakhtoon, 
President of  KHBOA, told 
KNO that the continuous 
rise in electricity bills is 
putting immense pressure 
on them. “It has become 
increasingly difficult to 
cope with these bills, espe-

cially during off-season 
months when we hardly 
make any profit,”

“We have been request-
ing the PDD to install elec-
tric meters in our house-
boats, so the bills reflect 
actual consumption, 
making payments more 
manageable,” he added.

He said the association 
remains hopeful that the 
authorities will take timely 
action to address these con-
cerns and reduce the finan-
cial burden on houseboat 
owners—(KNO)

Preparations underway 
for ice skating season 
in Sonamarg

Fire destroys three 

houses in Chattabal, 

dozens left homeless

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: A devastat-
ing fire broke out early 
Saturday morning in Dan-
awari, Chattabal here, 
damaging three residential 
houses and leaving at least 
a dozen families homeless. 
However, there were no 
casualties.

The fire, which began 
at around 6:03 am, quick-
ly spread, engulfing the 
upper floors and attics of  
the buildings before con-
suming parts of  two adja-
cent houses.

Officials said that all 
residents managed to 
escape unhurt, but the 
blaze caused extensive 
property damage.

Eyewitnesses recounted 
the harrowing experience, 
describing how they woke to 
cries for help and the sight 
of  flames spreading rapidly. 
“We were all asleep when 
loud cries woke us. The 
attic of  the first house was 
already in flames. Within 
moments, the fire spread to 
neighbouring homes, creat-
ing panic in the area,” said 
a local.

Another resident added, 
“Three houses have been 
severely damaged, affect-
ing nearly a dozen families. 
These families have lost 
everything and are now 
homeless.”

The affected families 
are currently seeking 
refuge with relatives and 

neighbours as they face the 
daunting task of  rebuild-
ing their lives.

Fire and Emergency 
Services (F&ES) offi-
cials said they responded 
promptly to the call at 6:04 
AM. Fire tenders, sup-
ported by police and local 
volunteers, worked tire-
lessly to control the blaze, 
preventing further damage 
to nearby structures.

“Despite our efforts, 
the fire caused significant 
damage to the properties,” 
an F&ES official said.

The cause of  the fire is 
under investigation, but 
preliminary reports sug-
gest it may have been trig-
gered by an electrical short 
circuit—(KNO)

RAJA SYED RATHER

GANDERBAL: The 
preparations for ice skat-
ing are underway for the 
upcoming winter season 
at Sonamarg, a famous 
tourist destination in the 
Valley.

This initiative, aimed 
at promoting ice skating 
among locals and tourists, 
is set to provide a unique 
winter experience in the 
picturesque region of  
Sonamarg.

The Sonamarg Devel-
opment Authority (SDA), 
led by CEO Gh. Moham-
mad Bhat, has previously 
hosted successful ice skat-
ing events, which have 
sparked significant inter-
est in the sport, particular-
ly among the local youth.

With this year’s prepa-
rations in full swing, the 
attendees can look forward 
to an even more exciting 
and immersive experience.

“We are committed to 
showcasing Sonamarg as 

a premier winter destina-
tion,” said CEO SDA.

“The ice skating events 
not only bring joy to locals 
but also attract tourists 
from around the world, 
helping to boost the local 
economy.”

The local youth have 
also expressed enthusi-
asm for the upcoming 
events. “Ice skating has 
always been something I 
dreamed of  trying,” said 
Ameer, a young resident of  
Sonamarg. “Thanks to the 
efforts of  the SDA, I now 
have the chance to learn 
and enjoy this beautiful 
winter sport.”

Local businessman, 
Irshad Ahmad, also 
praised the initiative and 
said, “Sonamarg has so 
much to offer in the winter 
season. The ice skating 
will not only enhance the 
experience for tourists 
but also provide our youth 
with new opportunities in 
the sports and hospitality 
sectors.”—(KNO)

Admission 2024-25

SED asks schools to calculate 

age of new enrollments
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: School Educa-
tion Department on Friday 
has asked all recognized pri-
vate schools of Jammu and 
Kashmir to calculate the age 
of new enrollments in Nurs-
ery class as November-30 of  
the year in which admission 
is sought.

In this regard Principal 
Secretary, School Education 
Department Suresh Kumar 
Gupta in a circular said, 
“Educational institutions 
working in Kashmir divi-
sion and winter zones of  
Jammu division are direct-
ed to adhere strictly to the 
guidelines to ensure hassle 
free admission process.”

“The department has 
received many representa-
tions regarding fixation of  
a deadline for calculation 
of the minimum prescribed 
age for the children seeking 
admission in Nursery and 
Balvatika given the resto-

ration of  the Nov-Dec aca-
demic calendar in Kashmir 
division and winter zones of  
Jammu division,” it reads.

The circular reads, “The 
issue has been examined 
Viz-a-Viz the provisions of  
National Education Policy-
2020 (NEP-2020), which 
stipulates that a child enter-
ing Nursery, Balvatika, 
Pre-school and Anganwadi 
should be above 3 years of  
age.”

“With the restoration of  
the November-December 
academic session in Kash-
mir Division and winter 
zones of  Jammu Division, 

it has become imperative to 
fix a deadline for calculating 
the minimum age of a child, 
compliant with the provi-
sions of National Education 
Policy-2020,” it reads.

It also said that in light 
of the matter, “The date for 
reckoning the minimum 
age of the child shall be 30th 
November of  the year in 
which admission is sought 
and granted in Kashmir 
division and winter zones 
o f  Jammu division of  the 
School Education Depart-
ment, for admission in Nurs-
ery, Balvatika, Pre-School 
and Anganwadi—(KNO)

Woman dead, 2 missing as car plunges in 
Chenab river in Doda

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: A woman died 
and two others are miss-
ing after a car plunged 
into the Chenab river near 
Shiva Bridge in Doda dis-
trict on Saturday morning, 
officials said.

An official said that the 

accident occurred when 
an Alto car, traveling from 
Chariya village to Jammu, 
veered off  the highway and 
fell into the Chenab River 
near  Kandhote-Shiva 
Bridge in Doda.

He said that soon after 
a rescue operation was 
launched and body of  a 

woman was recovered from 
the river. "Two other pas-
sengers, who were onboard 
the car, are still missing 
and are feared dead," he 
said.

He said that search and 
rescue operation is under-
way to trace the missing 
persons—(KNO)

South Kashmir’s longest 
bridge restricts traffic to 
single-way due to cracks

Use Speed Guns, Breath Analyzers for 
Strict Enforcement: IGP Traffic to Officers

Lift restrictions on RTC 
buses from entering 
Srinagar city: Tarigami

AP leaders pay solidarity visit 
to Chattabal fire victims

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

KULGAM: South Kash-
mir's longest bridge, located 
in Kulgam district, has been 
restricted to single-way traf-
fic after cracks developed on 
one side, officials said.

Sources informed that 
the Chambgund Bridge, 
spanning 400 metres over 
the Vaishaw stream—a 
major tributary of  River 
Jhelum—has shown signs 
of  structural damage. This 
bridge, funded by the World 
Bank at an estimated cost 
of  Rs 32 crore, was reopened 
for public use last year.

The cracks forced Roads 
and Buildings (R&B) 
Department to restrict 
vehicular movement to 
single-way traffic as a pre-
cautionary measure. The 
department's Design Inspec-

tion Quality Control (DIQC) 
team inspected the site and 
recommended the immedi-
ate suspension of  two-way 
traffic to ensure safety.

Assistant Executive Engi-
neer R&B, Kulgam, Prince 
Dangroo, said there is no 
major issue with the bridge's 
overall structure. "The bear-
ing on one side of  the bridge 
has been relocated, and that 
portion has been temporar-
ily closed for traffic. An 
expert team has inspected 
the site and will soon submit 
a comprehensive report rec-
ommending necessary rem-
edies," he said.

Dangroo said 400-metre-
long bridge remains intact, 
except for a minor issue on 
the portion built in 2012. 
Repair work will commence 
soon, and there is no need for 
panic, the AEE said—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Inspector 
General of  Police Traffic 
J&K, M. Suleman Choud-
hary, Holds Review Meet-
ing on Traffic Management 
in Jammu City with Senior 
Officers

During the meeting, the 
IGP Traffic J&K reviewed 
feedback from officers 
regarding major traffic 
congestion points and the 
reasons behind them.

He directed all officers 
to conduct a thorough 
study of  traffic patterns, 
especially during peak 
hours, and adjust traffic 
regulations as needed in 
their respective areas.

The IGP Traffic J&K 
emphasized the launch of  
special enforcement drives 
targeting underage drivers 
and those driving under 
the influence of  alcohol.

He also urged officers 
to make effective use of  
electronic gadgets, such as 
speed radar guns and breath 
analyzers, and utilize inter-
ceptor vehicles for strict 
enforcement of  traffic rules.

Officers were advised to 
maintain a visible presence 
on the roads during peak 
hours to ensure safety and 
discipline. The IGP Traf-
fic J&K emphasized the 
importance of  maintain-
ing politeness and profes-
sionalism during enforce-
ment activities. Officers 
are instructed to approach 
their duties with respect 
and courtesy, ensuring that 
interactions with the public 
are conducted in a manner 
that upholds the dignity of  
both law enforcement and 
the citizens they serve. This 
guidance aims to foster posi-
tive relationships between 
the police and the commu-

nity while ensuring effective 
law enforcement.

Looking ahead, the IGP 
Traffic J&K stressed the 
significance of  preparing 
for the upcoming winter 
season, as it would bring a 
substantial influx of  vehi-
cles and people, particular-
ly from the Kashmir Valley, 
DKR (Doda, Kishtwar, and 
Ramban) and Poonch-
Rajouri regions. The IGP 
Traffic J&K instructed offi-
cers to make the necessary 
preparations to manage 
the anticipated surge in 
traffic and maintain order 
during this period.

The meeting concluded 
with a collective commit-
ment to ensuring smooth 
traffic flow, enhancing 
road safety, and address-
ing congestion effectively 
through coordinated 
efforts and well-prepared 
strategies.(KNS).

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Expressing 
serious concern over the 
barring of  Road Transport 
Corporation (RTC) buses 
from entering Srinagar city 
limits, CPI (M) leader Moha-
mad Yousuf  Tari-
gami Saturday said 
that restrictions 
have caused hard-
ships to seamless 
passenger move-
ment, dispropor-
tionately affecting 
thousands of  daily 
commuters who depend on 
affordable and accessible 
transport.

“RTC bus service is 
now a crucial backbone of  
public transport and has 
become a lifeline for the 
common people. Reportedly 
these restrictions, in effect 
since November 4 when 
the Assembly session com-

menced, is causing a daily 
revenue loss of  Rs. 4 lakh to 
the state exchequer,” Tariga-
mi said in a statement issued.

The CPI (M) leader high-
lighted that buses from 
north Kashmir districts are 
stopped at Bemina Bypass, 

while those from 
south Kashmir are 
halted at Pantha 
Chowk.  “The 
common people 
are facing immense 
hardships. The ini-
tiative had boosted 
transport connec-

tivity but also marked the 
beginning of a financial turn 
over for the debt-laden Cor-
poration,” he said.

CPI(M) urged the admin-
istration to lift restrictions 
on these RTC buses from 
entering Srinagar city forth-
with keeping in view the 
persistent public demand—
(KNO)

GMKNEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Following 
instructions from party 
President Syed Mohammad 
Altaf Bukhari, a delegation 
of  party leaders today paid 
a solidarity visit to the fami-
lies who lost their homes in 
a devastating overnight fire 
incident in Srinagar’s Chat-
tabal area.

Pertinently, three 
residential houses were 
reduced to ashes in this 
tragic incident, leaving 
several families homeless.

A statement issued 
reads that Aftab Malik, the 
party's Provincial Secre-
tary and Chairman of  the 
DDC Srinagar, led a delega-
tion of  leaders to meet the 
fire victims at Danawari 
Chattabal. The leaders met 
with the affected families 
and extended their unwav-
ering solidarity during this 
time of  grief.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Apni Party leaders 
have urged the administra-
tion to ensure swift finan-
cial assistance, followed by 
adequate compensation for 
the affected families, so they 
can rebuild their homes 
before “Chillai Kalan,” the 
harsh winter period.

The prominent leaders 
in the delegation included 
party's District President 
Srinagar Mohammad 
Shafi Mir, Working State 
President Youth Wing 
and Spokesperson Khalid 
Rathore, Zonal President 
Lal Chowk Maqbool Hus-
sain, Halqa President Bal-
hama-A Lateef  Hussain 
Mir, party leader Jeelani 
Hamid Kumar, Senior Youth 
Leader Shoaib Dar, Mohsin 
Zaffar Shah, Jahangir Ali 
Rather, Syed Naseer Shah, 
Riyaz Ganie Bhat, Sheikh 
Nissar, Firdous Saleem and 
others—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Winter Is Here

T
here is a chill in the air. This is not 
the normal chill we associate with 
late autumn but the chill we associ-
ate with the onset of winter, harsh 
one for that. Winter is officially 

here. The weatherman has predicted light to 
moderate snowfall on the mountaintops and 
rainfall in the plains. The visibility has gone 
for a toss and is expected to deteriorate fur-
ther. The Srinagar city is recording sub-zero 
temperatures from about five days on the 
trot. The rural districts like Shopian, Anant-
nag, Pulwama, Budgam, Kupwara, Bandipora 
and Baramulla are witnessing even further 
dip in the minimum temperatures. 
Weathermen across the world unanimous-
ly agree to the fact that the winter in the 
south Asian countries like Pakistan, India 
and Bangladesh would be tough. New Delhi 
recorded below 10 degree celsius tempera-
ture for the first time the other day. This 
would be a norm for about a month or so 
now. In Kashmir the sub-zero temperature 
and even a lower feel like temperatures 
bring lots of accompanying health issues. 
This winter would be a huge challenge for 
infrastructure services especially now that 
the city of Srinagar is expanding by the day. 
The Power Development Department (PDD) 
is coming up with renewed curtailment 
scheduled almost every week. However, 
as per the reports pouring in from vari-
ous areas there is additional unannounced 
curtailment frequently being done in the 
peripheral areas  of Srinagar and remote 
parts of other districts. Without electricity 
the winter is very hard especially for the 
lower middle class citizens falling in the 
blue-collar workforce. Winter is extremely 
cruel for a poor man and spares  none. 
The hospitals in Kashmir are already wit-
nessing a huge rush of patients with respi-
ratory tract infections and other allergies. 
Witnessing a prolonged dry spell Kashmir 
would now be hoping for an above aver-
age precipitation in the winter. However, 
an above average precipitation means that 
men and machinery need to be geared up 
to clear snow from our roads, to ensure con-
stant water supply and to ensure no power 
cuts beyond the announced schedule. 
We hope the administration has made ample 
arrangements to ensure there is no shortage of 
food and medical supplies. Winter is here and we 
have to be prepared to deal with its harshness.

Doctorate On The Streets!

ABID HUSSAIN RATHER

I
n recent months, the stories of  many Ph. 
D. scholars from various regions of  our 
valley selling dry fruits, juices and other 
commodities on carts have surfaced and 
made waves in various circles, espe-

cially in the media and on social platforms. 
These cases have been portrayed as tales of  
resilience and hard work, framing the young 
scholars' choices as an inspiration. However, 
beneath the veil of  this heroism lies a sobering 
reality: a stark failure of  the government to 
harness and utilize human resources effec-
tively as these scholars have not opted for such 
menial services by their choices but due to 
certain compulsions. Instead of  becoming a 
parable of  individual determination, this situ-
ation raises critical questions about systemic 
inefficiencies, economic mismanagement, and 
the lack of  opportunities for educated youth 
especially people with research background 
and expertise in teaching at higher level for 
many years.

When Ph.D. scholars, individuals who 
have spent years mastering a specialized 
field of  knowledge, are seen selling dry fruits 
and other commodities on carts for their 
survival, the initial public reaction often 
oscillates between surprise and misplaced 
admiration. Many laud the perseverance 
and grit of  such scholars, labeling them 
as inspirational for not giving up despite 
the odds. However, the true narrative is far 
more disconcerting. The stories of  academic 
scholars forced into menial works are not 
inspirational but rather a glaring failure of  
the system that has wasted valuable human 
resources and failed to provide opportuni-
ties to its most educated citizens.

Pursuing a doctorate degree is no small feat. 
It demands rigorous academic commitment, 
years of research, and an unrelenting dedica-
tion to the pursuit of knowledge. The scholar 
often works in a highly specialized field, produc-
ing original research that adds to the collective 
understanding of a discipline. In many cases, 
Ph.D. scholars make significant sacrifices—
financial and personal—delaying family life, 
accumulating student debt, and enduring the 
uncertainty of academic research.

Given this backdrop, the expectation is 
that these scholars, once equipped with their 
hard-earned expertise, will contribute signifi-
cantly to society. They could become research-
ers expanding the boundaries of  innovation, 
policy analysts, government decision-makers, 
professors educating future generations, or 

skilled experts working in diverse sectors like 
healthcare, technology, or social sciences. The 
investment a nation makes in these scholars—
often in the form of subsidized education or 
research grants—should ideally yield econom-
ic and social returns. However, when Ph.D. 
holders are found selling dry fruits, juices, and 
other commodities on carts, it exposes a grim 
reality: the system has failed to integrate them 
meaningfully into the workforce.

This situation underscores several criti-
cal issues. It shows that the unemployment 
crisis has been a persistent and chronic prob-
lem in Jammu and Kashmir for a long time 
and its rate is rising with every passing day. 
According to various reports, the unemploy-
ment rate in Jammu and Kashmir has consis-
tently remained among the highest in India. 
The latest Periodic Labour Force Survey has 
revealed that J&K has a 32 percent unemploy-
ment rate among youth and a heart-stopping 
53.6 percent joblessness among females - both 
unemployment rates are the highest in India. 
It is estimated that 25 lakh youngsters are 
seeking jobs in the UT. The promises of  eco-
nomic development and job creation have not 
materialized for many. Instead, the reality is 
different, with thousands of  well-educated 
individuals either underemployed or entirely 
unemployed. The most troubling aspect of  
this story is the paradox of  education without 
opportunity.

 The number of  Ph.D. scholars being 
churned out far exceeds the available posi-
tions in academia and other government 
departments. This scenario raises a question 
mark on the system which fails to provide 
employment opportunities to highly educated 
individuals. Education, especially at the doc-
toral level, is intended to foster skills that can 
advance society, whether through research, 
development, or teaching. When those skills 
are not utilized or supported, society suffers. 
Regions that waste their human resources in 
this manner also risk brain drain. The case of  
these Ph.D. scholars is a stark reminder of  a 
system that is misaligned and inadequate for 

meeting the needs of its most capable individu-
als and the basic reason for this crisis is the 
lack of  strategic investment in employment-
generating sectors. 

There has been little effort to create indus-
tries that can absorb the educated workforce 
of  our UT. However, the local and central gov-
ernment has repeatedly promised Jammu and 
Kashmir a new era of  development. Unfortu-
nately, these promises are yet to be fulfilled 
and the ground reality remains bleak. Job 
schemes and employment initiatives have 
either been too few or poorly implemented, 
though there are thousands of  posts lying 
vacant in the various departments of  the UT. 
We are yet to see any mega recruitment drive 
by the local government though it was prom-
ised to common masses before the assembly 
elections of  2024 that they will be provided 
with many job opportunities after the forma-
tion of  government. This situation is also a 
broader reflection that Kashmir is aggravated 
by decades of  conflict, which has made devel-
opment and employment opportunities more 
challenging. Further, it is pertinent to mention 
here that our universities and research institu-
tions often focus on theoretical knowledge and 
academic publications while neglecting the 
need to align research with industry require-
ments. As a result, many Ph.D. holders find 
themselves with expertise that does not trans-
late into employability outside of  academia.

The stories of  these Ph.D. scholars on the 
streets are cautionary tales that warn us that 
this loss is not limited to these individual schol-
ars only but It is a collective failure that affects 
society at large. Each Ph.D. scholar represents 
an opportunity to innovate, improve gover-
nance, or advance scientific understanding. 
When these scholars are reduced to menial 
jobs, society loses out on the potential innova-
tions they could have driven, the policies they 
could have shaped, or the students they could 
have mentored. Besides the economic argu-
ment, there may be psychological and social 
consequences of  this alarming situation. It 
can lead to frustration, disillusionment, and 

mental health challenges among the highly 
educated individuals in our society when 
they find their aspirations unmet. It can also 
discourage our younger generation from pur-
suing higher education, especially research, 
seeing that it may not lead to better job pros-
pects, and shortly we may find the dearth of  
research scholars in our society. Socially, the 
phenomenon can create a sense of  collective 
disillusionment. When our society finds its 
brightest and most hardworking individu-
als end up in struggles despite their efforts, 
it may lead to distrustfulness in institutions 
and authorities.

Looking at the aforementioned ill effects 
of  this phenomenon, the crisis needs to 
be addressed with a multidimensional 
approach. First and foremost, there needs 
to be a focus on creating quality jobs in 
Kashmir which can be achieved by encour-
aging the establishment of  industries that 
can absorb the educated workforce and the 
government should encourage the com-
panies willing to invest in the region by 
offering tax subsidies and other incentives. 
Local government should also develop var-
ious sectors that can absorb these highly 
educated individuals, especially research 
scholars. Secondly, there should also be 
a stronger collaboration between univer-
sities and industries to align academic 
research with market needs, creating a 
pathway for Ph.D. holders to transition 
into industry roles. Thirdly, creating an 
ecosystem of  entrepreneurship suitable to 
the skill set of  highly educated individuals 
could be transformative. 

While selling dry fruits or juices on a cart 
might be a last resort, entrepreneurship 
rooted in research and development has the 
potential to create jobs and foster economic 
growth. Fourthly, looking at the weak and 
impotent economic setup and high unemploy-
ment rate in our UT, our research scholars 
should try to find job prospects and avenues 
in other developed regions of  the country and 
abroad. Fifthly, as most of  these scholars have 
already spent many years teaching in various 
colleges and higher secondary schools of  the 
UT and gained vast experience in teaching, 
the government should frame a suitable job 
policy for these scholars to end their strug-
gles for survival. Lastly, there needs to be a 
cultural shift in our perspective toward our 
scholars and how our society views education 
and labor. Valuing all types of  work is impor-
tant, but equally, our society should have a 
practical understanding regarding the fact 
that an individual’s educational investment 
must yield proportionate job opportunities to 
him and our highly educated youth especially 
our scholars should not have to fight for their 
survival in a society that should be rewarding 
their hard work, steadfastness, dedication and 
advancing human knowledge.

(The author can be reached at 
rather1294@gmail.com) 

Importance Of Quality Education

MOHAMMAD IMRAN RESHI

F
rom the very beginning of  
our kindergarten classes, 
we have been taught the 
importance of Knowledge 
and Education in one’s life. 

Be it our parents in our homes, the 
teachers in our school, or other sig-
nificant relatives and influential per-
sonalities in and around us. Similarly, 
we have also been taught that Games 
and Sports is also essential compo-
nents for the overall development of a 
person. It helps in keeping us healthy 
and fit; it helps in the development 
of a sound mind and gives a sense of  
pleasure and satisfaction. Above all 
the most important benefit of Games 
and Sports is that keep us away from 
indulging in bad company and getting 
involved and addicted to any evil and 
immoral activities that are adverse 
and harmful to our health, mind, and 
dignity. Games and Sports make it 
easy for our youth to prevent falling 
into immoral and illegal activities, 
like smoking, drugs, and so on.

Our government has taken 
many initiatives to encourage our 
youth to actively participate in dif-
ferent types of  games and sports 
at every level viz state level and 
national level and even at interna-
tional level. Our youth being laden 
with immense talent and passion 
in this field, have brought laurels 
to the valley by showcasing their 
outstanding and mind-blowing per-
formances. And that is undoubtedly 
the praiseworthy thing which the 
whole valley should take pride in.

Not only boys have made great 
performances and achievements 
in games and sports but our girls 
also actively take part in such 
sports and have made us proud 
every time and everywhere.

Over the past few years, there 
has been an overwhelming increase 
in these sports activities in every 

nook and corner of  the valley espe-
cially in teenagers irrespective of  
their regional background. If  we 
visit any area or region, whether 
urban or rural, we will find the 
teenagers playing in local grounds, 
open fields, school grounds, crop 
fields, untrodden roads, less busy 
and/or deserted streets, even on the 
bus stops when there is less flow of  
traffic, amusement parks and the 
like. All this is the result of  the con-
tinuous and incessant endeavors of  
parents, teachers and department 
concerned with the development of  
Games and sports.

As we have studied and experi-
enced as well there are merits and 
demerits of  everything in this uni-
verse. And so do happen with the 
Games and Sports. It reminds me of  
a famous maxim that states, “Excess 
of  everything is bad”. The strange 
and amazing thing with games is 
that a person especially a teen-
ager is naturally and instinctually 
attracted to them even without the 
order of  parents or teachers. And 
when the same teenager is repeat-
edly infused and injected with the 
importance of  games and sports by 
parents and teachers, they, owing to 
their amateur mind start believing 
that sports is more important than 
education, but the reality is on the 
contrary. The most adverse and dan-
gerous thing that takes place is that 
these innocent minds start showing 
disregard and indifference towards 
education, which is a rather integral 
and vital thing in their life. In the 
long run, on a personal level and/
or on a general level it is the educa-
tion that makes a man eligible and 
competent to tackle the challenges 
of  life. It is the education, not the 
games, that develops that level of  
potential in a man so that he can 
interact with the people and gain 
proficiency and expertise in dealing 
with affairs at the individual level 
and/or at the state level. Just get-
ting a medal at the village level or 
winning any award at the state level, 
can give him popularity and some 
amount of  money but cannot make 
him fit for managing the affairs of  
the administration. The future of  
any nation depends upon the level 
of  education in their youth, not 
upon the games and sports they are 

well known for.
The thing of concern is that our 

youth is too much engaged in such 
kind and level of sports that they 
don’t get time to pursue their studies 
at that level which could make them 
strong to crack the competitive exams 
and help in building a strong nation. 
They are contented and satisfied with 
this little fame and popularity in their 
localities, however, it is not any big 
achievement that can be counted 
on. And the indifference shown by 
their parents towards their activities 
makes them more convinced that 
these amusement activities are far 
better than education.

Even though children and the 
youth have the right to play and 
have some joyous activities that 
help them to develop a sound body 
and mind. But that doesn’t mean 
they should forget the challenges 
of  the life ahead, which can only 
be achieved through proper edu-
cation not just by these metallic 
medals and minimal prizes.

Parents and teachers and 
especially our youth must know 
that “There is a lot of  difference 
between enjoying the youth and 
destroying the future.”

Education is not just being punc-
tual and regular to school or any 
other institution. Neither education 
is just jumping from one standard to 
another or getting one degree after 
the other. Education is something 
that makes a person capable of  
confronting the trials and tribula-
tions of  life. Education helps us bal-
ance between the most important 
and the least important affairs of  
one’s individual life and at the gen-

eral level as well. As someone has 
rightly said, “The illiterate person 
of the 21st century is not the person 
who cannot just read or write but 
rather the person who learns the 
same thing twice” Such is the pace 
of  advancement in today’s digital 
world. Despite this fact, our youth is 
more interested in plays and games 
rather than being engaged in proper 
and purposeful education.

I am not against any kind of  
games or sports. I don’t have any 
problem with their getting fame and 
popularity and winning prizes and 
medals. I am just concerned about 
their future. If  Allah (SWT) has 
given them each and every quality 
that they can achieve any milestone 
in life and contribute to the medi-
cal, scientific, academic, adminis-
trative, and political affairs of  our 
valley and gain more popularity and 
money, and above all their source of  
living with a high respect and dig-
nity, why are they stuck in just these 
activities just for some pleasure and 
fame which doesn’t go beyond their 
local boundaries?

Every year we see that hardly any 
player gets selected at the national 
or international level but on the 
contrary, if  we talk about other 
important affairs of  the valley, the 
government is recruiting thousands 
of  people for different vacancies in 
different departments and that is 
on the basis of  education not on the 
basis of  games and sports. Suppose 
there are vacancies to be filled in 
the education department, medical 
department, power department, 
high court, water works depart-
ment, and so on. All those vacancies 

are filled on the basis of  quality and 
requisite knowledge and education 
in that respective fields not just on 
the basis of  medals someone has 
won at the village level or even at 
the national level. Here the point is 
clear that the foundation and devel-
opment of  any nation is depends on 
the level of  education prevailing in 
the youth of  that nation not on the 
level of  games of  sports.

In a nutshell, it’s my request to 
the youth of  the nation; to learn to 
know the importance of  things in 
life. Learn to balance between the 
most important and the least impor-
tant things happening in and around 
you. Just remember one thing Edu-
cation cannot be replaced by Games 
& Sports. There is no substitute for 
education at all. Education is the 
first and foremost thing if  you want 
to flourish and gain real success 
in your life. You should definitely 
participate in games and sports but 
not at the expense of  your educa-
tion. It is not the sign and symbol 
of  wisdom and intellect to put your 
education on stake just for fun and 
pleasure. Don’t let your today’s level 
of  indifference to education be the 
reason for your tomorrow's help-
lessness.

This is the world of  AI and Robot 
Technology and having improper 
and insufficient education is equiva-
lent to being illiterate in such world. 
Have fun and games only to that 
extent which will not affect your 
education. A person must be wise 
enough to comprehend and make 
decisions as to what thing should be 
sacrificed for what. Sacrificing your 
education for games and sports in 
this world is not wisdom at all.

Remember, life is a one-time gift 
and in this life, the term teenage 
and adolescence is the base of  your 
future life. Well-managed and well-
disciplined teenage is certainly the 
guarantee for a bright future and 
prosperous life ahead.

“Education is the most 
powerful weapon, 

which you can use to 
change the world” 

-  Nelson Mandela.

The author can be mailed at 
reshiimran777@gmail.com
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Medicines Save Lives But Not 
When They Stop Working
SHOBHA SHUKLA / BOBBY RAMAKANT

D
espite dealing with drug-
resistant infections her-
self  since birth and being 
fully aware of  the loom-
ing danger of  running 

out of  options to treat the infections, 
it is indeed inspiring to see Gabriella 
Balasa (also known as Ella) devot-
edly raising awareness and doing all 
she can to stop misuse and overuse of  
medicines and help save lives.

Gabriella was born with a rare 
genetic disorder called cystic fibro-
sis. It causes the body to produce 
thick and sticky mucus that builds 
up in organs including the lungs and 
pancreas, clogging the airways and 
making it difficult to breathe. It is also 
a perfect breeding ground for bacte-
ria, So people with cystic fibrosis, like 
Gabriella, live with a lifelong height-
ened risk of  infections. Worldwide, 
an estimated 162,428 people are living 
with this disease.

The disease makes Gabriella prone 
to recurrent lung infections. That is 
why she requires medicines to treat 
these infections on an ongoing basis. 
She knows that one day, antibiotics 
might not be enough to stop them - 
and that Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR) could become life threaten-
ing for her.

Misuse and overuse of  medicines 
(that are used to treat infections) 
make the disease-causing microbes 
resistant to them over a period of  
time, and the medicines (or antimi-
crobials as they are called) stop work-
ing. This is referred to as Antimicro-
bial Resistance (AMR), due to which 
infections could become harder, or 
even impossible to treat. AMR pres-
ents a rising global threat to human, 
animal, plant health, and our envi-
ronment, as well as food security, and 
the achievement of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Living with cystic fibrosis
Cystic fibrosis causes cysts and 

scarring (fibrosis) in the pancreas. 
This damage, plus the thick mucus, 
can block ducts that release digestive 
enzymes, making it hard to get nutri-
ents from the digestive tract.

Gabriella, who is also a member 
of  the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Task Force of  AMR Survivors, 
shared her personal experience of  
dealing with cystic fibrosis and AMR, 
while addressing the world leaders 
at the 79th United Nations General 
Assembly High-Level Meeting on 
AMR in September this year.

"This disease [cystic fibrosis] 
makes me highly susceptible to infec-
tions, and I am running out of  antibi-
otics to treat them. Overtime, the bac-
teria that have harboured in my lungs 
have become resistant to medicines. I 
have experienced countless episodes 
of  drug-resistant infections,” told 
Gabriella to CNS (Citizen News Ser-
vice) founder Shobha Shukla while 
speaking in AMR Dialogues on the 
sidelines of  UNHLM on AMR.

She has spent weeks in hospi-
tals throughout her life, getting 
antibiotics for these infections 
which are becoming increasingly 
difficult to treat.

“It has been a terrifying experi-
ence. I have to take treatment for 
these infections even if  they are 
drug-resistant, knowing well that I 
am helpless against these tiny little 
microbes that are invading my body. 
Because of  this, I share my story and 
advocate to bring together stake-
holders to help prevent AMR”, said 

Gabriella.
Although she was born with the 

disease that made her prone to cycles 
of  lung infections since a very early 
age, Gabriella got better understand-
ing of  the science behind AMR when 
she began working in a microbiology 
laboratory. She looked at AMR in the 
environment, river waters, and other 
environmental samples. “These expe-
riences and the merging of  my work 
in the microbiology laboratory with 
my personal lived experience of  deal-
ing with AMR, is what spurred me to 
rise up and share my experience -and 
call for change.”

In 2019 she was dealing with an 
acute infection which was not get-
ting better even with ‘last resort’ 
medicines. Then she resorted to an 
experimental treatment with bac-
teriophages, which are viruses that 
attack bacteria. Although experimen-
tal, the bacteriophage therapy helped 
her with treatment at that time.

We need new person-centred 
therapies and solutions

Gabriella best understands the 
fear, desperation and devastation of  
people who have infections that have 
stopped responding to medicines. 
The need to have new therapies and 
person-centred solutions is acute. 
But equally important is to stop the 
misuse and overuse of  medicines 

we have today, says Gabriella. Use 
medicines responsibly in all sectors 
– human health, plant health, food 
and agriculture. Also, we have to save 
the environment so that AMR is not 
spreading by the way we are living.

Hope on the horizon
Thanks to the medical advance-

ments, severity of  cystic fibrosis has 
reduced for her in recent years. The 
phage therapy she has been using 
since 2019 “treats the cause of  the 
disease which reduces the amount 
of  mucous which is being built up in 
the lungs – therefore less of  an envi-
ronment for the bacteria to thrive,” 
she shared with CNS.

For 4 years now, she has not been 
on intravenous antibiotics whereas 
earlier she had to be on them every 
2-3 months. Her quality of  life is 
much better now, though she has 
to take oral antibiotics and inhaler 
medicines to treat her lung infections.

David T Elin, Senior Director 
Advocacy and Government Affairs, 
at US based Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion, emphasises that patient voices 
and stories are very important in 
our efforts to prevent AMR. "AMR 
and its impacts on the community 
are just numbers on a page until we 
explain the real-world impact." He 
was speaking in a webinar ‘Widen-
ing the engagement of  patient advo-

cacy groups and networks in AMR 
action" organised by WHO during 
the World AMR Awareness Week 
(WAAW) this year.
Bacteria ahead of the medicines 

we currently have
"Bacteria are ahead of  the medi-

cines that we currently have. We 
need to invest in R&D to bring new 
and better products to market. We 
know that policymakers are a key 
player in in this puzzle. One of  the 
things that we have been emphasiz-
ing is to raise awareness for our 
government here in the United 
States to pass policies that will help 
bring new drugs to the market and 
get the treatments in the hands of  
patients who need them most. We 
are currently lobbying for the pas-
sage of  the PASTEUR (The Pioneer-
ing Antimicrobial Subscriptions To 
End Upsurging Resistance) Act, 
that aims to stimulate the antimi-
crobial pipeline (by establishing a 
subscription program for antibiotic 
and antifungal developers) that will 
not only have an impact here in the 
United States but globally as well," 
said Elin.

Gabriella rightly calls upon world 
leaders to leverage the power they 
have to translate global goals into 
local actions “because lives are at 
stake.” And as Elin says, we need to 
link arms, and partner with other 
stakeholders including patient 
groups to come together to share our 
stories and our voices with our law-
makers to bring about effective policy 
changes.

There is no excuse for inaction. 
AMR can happen to anyone – we all 
are at risk if  we get infected with 
drug-resistant microbes. We need to 
diagnose infections accurately and 
quickly enough and treat them with 
effective medicines in a person-cen-
tered manner. Stopping the spread of  
infections should be a top priority too.

(Shobha Shukla and Bobby 
Ramakant co-lead the editorial 

at Citizen News Service and both 
serve on the boards of  international 

award-winning Global Antimi-
crobial Resistance Media Alliance 

(GAMA) and Asia Pacific Media 
Alliance for Health and Development 

(APCAT Media). Follow them on 
Twitter/X: @shobha1shukla, @bob-

byramakant)

Case Study

Kashmiri Pandits' Return To The Valley  

DR. SHIBEN KRISHEN RAINA 

T
he ongoing debate sur-
rounding the return of  
Kashmiri Pandits to the 
Valley reveals a stark 
divide within the com-

munity. While a section is in favor of  
returning, a larger group raises per-
tinent questions: Why were we forced 
to flee in the first place, subjected to 
violence, and terrorized by extrem-
ists? What guarantees are there that 
we won’t face the same fate as we did 
33 years ago?

The idea of  creating a separate 
homeland for Kashmiri Pandits 
within the Valley is appealing in 
theory but fraught with challenges 
in practice. Even if  the government 
allocates land for such a settlement, 
the enormity of  developing the nec-
essary infrastructure—housing, 
education, employment opportuni-
ties, healthcare, transportation, and 
security—is daunting. Unlike the 
cases of  newly formed states like 
Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Chhattis-
garh, and Telangana, where bound-
aries were redrawn without mass 
displacement, the situation in Kash-
mir is unique. Here, the displaced 
Pandits would need to return from 
across the country and resettle in a 
volatile region. Providing them with 
adequate facilities and ensuring their 

security would require substantial 
time, resources, and commitment.

This predicament reminds me of  
an incident from 1966. Having secured 
a new job in Rajasthan through the 
Public Service Commission, I found 
myself  in a city and among people 
unfamiliar to me. In our staff  room, 
conversations about Kashmir were 
common. Many colleagues would 
remark: *"Nehru made a mistake 

by not removing Article 370. People 
from across India should be allowed 
to settle in Kashmir. It’s such a beau-
tiful place!"

For a long time, I merely listened. 
But one day, I responded: "If  anyone 
truly wishes to settle there, give me 
your name."

The reaction was predictable. My 
colleagues looked around sheepishly 
before replying: "We’re content here. 

Why would we leave? We have jobs, 
homes, businesses, and family ties 
here. Why take such a risk?"  

This reaction mirrors the current 
sentiment of  many displaced Kash-
miri Pandits. After over three decades 
of  exile, they and their younger gen-
erations have painstakingly rebuilt 
their lives. They’ve established them-
selves in new regions through hard 
work and resilience. Understandably, 

most are reluctant to uproot their 
lives once again to face an uncertain 
future.  

Over 33 years of  exile have 
imparted invaluable lessons to 
the Kashmiri Pandit community, 
transforming them into a resil-
ient, self-reliant, and resourceful 
group. Wherever they have settled, 
they’ve excelled and carved out a 
niche for themselves. However, 
the cost of  this displacement is 
evident in the gradual erosion of  
their cultural heritage. Without 
a concentrated cultural hub, the 
community risks losing its dis-
tinct identity over time. There may 
come a day when only names and 
surnames remain as remnants of  
a once-thriving culture.  

The harsh truth is that govern-
ments often prioritize vote banks 
in their decision-making. For most 
political parties, Kashmiri Pandits 
are not a significant vote bank but 
rather a tool to generate political 
rhetoric. Consequently, their plight 
does not receive the attention or 
action it truly deserves.  

In conclusion, while the idea of  
returning to the Valley or creating a 
separate homeland may seem noble, 
the practical and emotional barriers 
are immense. The Kashmiri Pandit 
community’s resilience and suc-
cess in exile are commendable, but 
the long-term loss of  cultural iden-
tity remains a pressing concern that 
requires introspection and genuine 
efforts for preservation.

Author is Former Fellow, IIAS, 
Rashtrapati Nivas, Shimla, Ex-

Member,Hindi Salahkar Samiti, Min-
istry of  Law & Justice (Govt. of  India)
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LG Chairs 35th
rewriting the existing curriculum with 

the focus on capacity building to bridge the 
gap between availability and requirement 
of  different sectors of  the economy.

“University must formulate a compre-
hensive strategy to promote innovative 
programs and courses like Design Your 
Degree, Automation, Artificial Intel-
ligence, Data Science, Management and 
Architecture with specialization in Urban 
& Town planning. We need to fill the gap 
in the availability of  employable skills. We 
should also focus on strengthening of  the 
School of  Languages and promote regional 
languages and Sanskrit,” he said.

The Executive Council gave in-principle 
approval to various agenda points present-
ed during the meeting. The meeting also 
deliberated on designing of  curriculum 
and academic guidelines in align with NEP-
2020, creation of  Faculty of  Medical Sci-
ences under SMVDIME and other reforms 
to bring further qualitative improvement 
in the overall functioning of  the University.

The chair was also briefed on the action 
taken report on decisions taken during pre-
vious meeting, ongoing construction works 
and the recent initiatives to strengthen 
SMVDU- Technology Business Incubation 
Centre.

Prof. (Dr.) Pragati Kumar, Vice Chan-
cellor, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi University 
presented various Agenda items before the 
Executive Council for approval and ratifi-
cation.

LG Sinha Lauds
Guides inculcates among youth values of  

our civilization and ancient culture. They 
are inspiring example of  discipline, cama-
raderie and selfless service,” the Lieuten-
ant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also congratu-
lated the J&K Bharat Scouts and Guides 
team for inspiring more youth from the 
Union Territory to join the noble mission.

“It is a matter of  great pride that J&K 
Bharat Scouts and Guides have seen a mas-
sive increase in enrolment of  volunteers 
from 7500 in 2020 to 14,000 in 2024. The work 
done by the team is truly praiseworthy and 
they continue to discharge the duties with 
efficiency and effectiveness,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor, the Chief  
Patron of  J&K Bharat Scouts & Guides, 
assured every support and necessary assis-
tance to further strengthen the Bharat 
Scouts & Guides movement in the UT of  
J&K.

He said: “The young volunteers of  J&K 
Bharat Scouts and Guides symbolise hope 
and promise of  J&K and I am confident 
they will play a crucial role in bringing 
about constructive socio-economic changes 
in the Union Territory”.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor was presented with the ‘Bharat Scouts 
& Guides Flag Sticker’ as a part of  its 
Foundation Day celebration, which was 
observed on 7th November.  He was also 
briefed about the activities and achieve-
ments of  the Scouts & Guides in the UT of  
J&K.

Wg. Cdr MM Joshi, National Commis-
sioner, Bharat Scouts & Guides; Maitre 
Jain, J&K Commissioner (Guide); senior 
officials, trainers, Guide Captain, Scouts 
& Guides were present during the interac-
tion.

Snowfall Blankets
higher from the previous night’s minus 

1 degree, they said.
Qazigund, the gateway town to the Valley 

in south Kashmir, recorded a low of  minus 
0.4 degrees Celsius.

The minimum temperature in Pahalgam, 
which also serves as one of  the base camps 

for the annual Amarnath Yatra, settled at 
minus 1.5 degrees Celsius — the coldest in 
the Valley.

Gulmarg registered a low of  0.5 degrees 
Celsius and Kupwara minus 3.4 degrees.

The minimum in Kokernag in south 
Kashmir settled at 3 degrees Celsius.(Agen-
cies)

Fresh Snowfall
and passengers to refrain from using the 

road until further notice.(KNS)

Police Conducts
incriminating materials & electron-

ic devices have been seized. More such 
searches in the houses of  identified sus-
pects involved in malicious and seditious 
propaganda would be conducted in the 
coming days.

Citizens are urged to exercise responsi-
bility while using social media platforms 
and to refrain from sharing or uploading 
inciteful content that promotes false narra-
tives and misleads people especially youth 
to commit acts of  terror.(KNS)

Over 5.59 Lakh
(executive/armed/SDRF) are going to be 

held on December 1 at 856 centres across 20 
districts, for which 2,62,863 candidates are 
set to appear, with the maximum number of  
54,296 candidates appearing from Jammu 
district.

Similarly, for the posts of  constable (tele-
communications), the SSRB chairperson 
said 1,67,609 candidates are going to appear 
in the exams to be held on December 8 and 
1,28,663 are scheduled to appear in the test 
for constable (photographer) exams on 
December 22.

The meeting was informed that for the 
first time, male and female gazetted offi-
cers have been deployed at each centre as 
"frisking supervisors", besides ensuring 
videography of  the exams to ensure trans-
parency, an official spokesperson said.

The chief  secretary impressed upon the 
officers to make adequate arrangements 
in terms of  deployment of  staff, including 
observers, supervisors, invigilators and 
other personnel, for a smooth conduct of  
the examinations.

He urged the deputy commissioners to 
visit as many exam centres as possible, 
besides forming teams under senior offi-
cers in the district administration to exam-
ine all the centres set up in their districts.

The chief  secretary sensitised them 
to ensure that no untoward incident of  
copying or malpractice occurs anywhere 
and that enough security personnel are 
deployed at each centre in the district, the 
spokesperson said.

He enquired with them about the arrange-
ments made for the delivery of  both sensi-
tive and non-sensitive exam material to 
the centres.

The chief  secretary also enjoined upon 
them to personally monitor the whole pro-
cess till the OMR sheets are sent back to 
the SSRB by the police department, the 
spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, a group of  youngsters, who 
could not apply for the constable posts due 
to being over-age, staged a demonstration 
here and raised slogans against the admin-
istration for not providing them a level-
playing field.

"We had also dreamt of  joining the police 
and serving the nation but were denied the 
opportunity by the administration, which 
failed to hold the examination for years. 
We have given our representation to the 
lieutenant governor, political parties and 
officers seeking age relaxations but all 
our pleas were ignored," youth leader and 

social activist Mehran Anjum Mir said.
The protesters reiterated their demand 

for age relaxation for the posts of  constable 
and sub-inspector, and demanded resched-
uling of  the constable examination to allow 
them to compete as well.

The SSRB has issued a notification for 
the recruitment of  669 sub-inspectors in 
the Jammu and Kashmir Police depart-
ment. According to the official schedule, 
the application process for recruitment 
will begin on December 3 and conclude on 
January 2, 2025.

Possibility Of Spurt
approach to security. “We have inputs 

about terrorists ready at the launch pads 
across the border, our strategic dominance 
over the area ensures we can effectively 
disrupt any attempt," the BSF officer said.

Yadav also said that the challenges posed 
by the Valleys’ difficult terrain and unpre-
dictable weather are difficult to handle but 
“the force is ready and well prepared to face 
all challenges in a professional manner.”

"The months ahead of  winter bring chal-
lenges along but our forces are prepared. 
We maintain a strong presence along the 
LoC and are equipped to deal with any 
threats," he stated.

The IG BSF said that the force is follow-
ing a multi-layered strategy. “This includes 
enhanced surveillance capabilities, includ-
ing thermal imaging, night patrols, and 
ground sensors, which work in tandem 
with Army operations to strengthen 
defense efforts. “The inter-agency coor-
dination has significantly improved the 
region's security,” he said—(KNO)

Don’t Want Something
here,” he said, adding that at this junc-

ture, private and government cooperation 
is imperative.

“The government has limited resources, 
but private partners can play a key role in 
the health sector. There are some private 
hospitals, who are doing a tremendous job, 
but they need to reduce their expenses,” 
he added.

About the ration and other related issues, 
the Minister, who holds the charge of  
Transport, FCS&CA, Youth Services and 
Sports, Information Technology, Science 
& Technology, said the decision will be in 
the public domain soon.

Replying to a query, the Minister said 
that the coordination between the admin-
istration and elected government is must 
and said they don’t want something like 
Kejriwal and Delhi here. “Everyone wants 
a solution and all the decision will be taken 
as per the aspirations of  people,” he said—
(KNO)

NSG Deployed In
been stationed in Jammu following a 

recent spike in terror attacks in the region.
The counter-terrorism unit has been 

deployed in the city under instructions 
from the Ministry of  Home Affairs (MHA).

The ADGP said massive search opera-
tions are going on in all the districts of  the 
Jammu region to crack down on the terror 
ecosystem and networks to eliminate their 
presence.

“We have conducted searches across all 
districts of  the Jammu division against 
the support base of  overground workers 
following the registration of  cases. A large 
number of  people have been questioned 
and searches will continue against terror-
ists and their supporters,” he said.

The ADGP further said efforts are being 
made to stamp out terrorist infrastructure.

“We have searched over 50 locations in 
various districts. Cracking down on ter-

rorist operatives and their infrastructure 
remains a priority,” he said.

Asserting that action against terror-
ists operating from Pakistan and PoK is 
underway, Jain said, “We have attached 
properties of  seven individuals operating 
from Pakistan and PoK (Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir). Further action against others is 
in progress.”

He also said cases related to terrorist 
attacks are under investigation.

“Action is being taken against those 
involved in these cases. Firdos was arrest-
ed in Bhaderwah and further arrests are 
expected,” he said.

Ali Mohd Dar
the Best Kangri-Maker Award in 2022, 

the government began providing Dar with 
a monthly pension of  Rs 8,000. However, 
he called for additional support to sustain 
this dying art.

“I’ve been urging the government to 
establish a workshop where I can train the 
younger generation in this craft. This is 
essential to keep the tradition alive,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, no steps have been 
taken so far.”

Ali expressed concern over the lack of  
interest among the youth in Kangri-mak-
ing, attributing it to the growing preference 
for modern heating solutions and a shift 
away from traditional customs. However, 
he remains hopeful that workshops and 
training programs could revive the craft. 
“Workshops could attract young people 
and breathe new life into this art form,” 
he added.

Dar also highlighted the unique features 
of  the Charar Kangri, crafted using spe-
cial materials like Poshe Kani (decorative 
wool), which distinguish it from other 
types—(KNO)

J&K House, A Home Away From Home!

Principal Resident Commissioner 
Inspects Status Of Works At J&K House

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Principal Resi-
dent Commissioner, Dr. Rashmi 
Singh, Saturday inspected the 
J&K House and reviewed the 
status of  renovation and upgra-
dation works including revamp 
of  reception area, creation of  
waiting lounge area, prayer hall, 
allopathic dispensary and office 
space at J&K House, Chanakya-
puri.

Dr Rashmi was accompanied 
by Anil Sharma, Additional 
Resident Commissioner, Shruti 
Bhardwaj, Manager J&K House, 
Chanakyapuri and officers of  
PwD wing.

After inaugurating the reno-
vated reception area of  J&K 
House, Chanakyapuri, Dr. 
Rashmi Singh took a round of  
the Kitchen and Dining Hall area 
where she interacted with the 
guests seeking feedback regard-
ing hospitality and protocol ser-
vices being extended at the guest 
house.

In-house guests were  appre-
ciative of  the overall facili-
ties and management.   They 
expressed appreciation towards  

people friendly and public-cen-
tric initiatives by the Resident 
Commission which has resulted 
in  progressive changes at  the 
Jammu and Kashmir house, 
Chanakyapuri.

Among the visiting guests 
former MLA, Ishfaq Jabbar 
appreciated the improvement in 
infrastructure, food quality and 
other requisite.

DDC Chairperson Ganderbal, 
Nuzhat Ishfaq, praised the polite 
and humble nature of   the staff  
deployed there. She  pointed out 
the need for installing a water 

purifier which was assured to be 
provisioned by the visiting team.

Afshana Hamal, a JKAS offi-
cer who had come to attend a 
conference at Delhi while laud-
ing the services being extended 
in the guest house stated " It is 
indeed a home away from home".

 A retired officer Shabir 
Ahmed Bhat said that he has 
been coming to Jammu and 
Kashmir House, Chanakyapuri 
for the last 14 years and has seen 
unprecedented change both in 
the working of  the staff, their 
responsiveness towards guests 

and overall improvement in  
infrastructure during recent  
years.

Syed Junaid Hashmi, a jour-
nalist referred to courteous 
behaviour of  the outsourced 
staff  looking after  housekeep-
ing services saying that Jammu 
and Kashmir House, Chanakya-
puri has come a long way during  
last few  years. Use of  innova-
tive digital methods in payments, 
room allotment and other ser-
vices has proven immensely ben-
eficial for the visiting guests, he 
maintained. He raised the need 
for installation of  an ATM in the 
building which was assured to be 
looked into.

During the inspection visit, 
Dr. Rashmi Singh also felicitated 
Somnath, one of  the housekeep-
ing service staff  for showing 
integrity and honesty in return-
ing a valuable item to the man-
agement.

PRC also extended her appre-
ciation towards all team mem-
bers and especially ARC, Anil 
and Manager Shruti Bhardwaj 
for walking the talk and motivat-
ed all officials to always strive for 
continuous improvement.

LG Reviews Preparedness 

For Police Constables 

Written Examination

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha chaired a 
meeting to review the prepa-
rations for conduct of written 
examination for selection of  
Police Constables in J&K, at 
Raj Bhawan Saturday.

Chief  Secretary; Shri 
Atal Dulloo; Principal Sec-
retary, Home, Shri Chan-
draker Bharti; ADGP 
Jammu, Shri Anand Jain; 
IGP Kashmir, Shri Vidhi 
Kumar Birdi; Principal 

Secretary to Lieutenant 
Governor Shri Mandeep K. 
Bhandari; Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu, Shri 
Ramesh Kumar; Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Shri Vijay Bidhuri, all 
DIGs; Deputy Commis-
sioners and SSPs attended 
the meeting, in person and 
through virtual mode.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor discussed with the offi-
cials the arrangements in 
place for the conduct of  the 
examination across J&K. 

He directed the DIGs, DCs, 
SSPs and senior officials 
to visit the examination 
centres. “We must ensure 
transparent, smooth and 
incident-free examina-
tion,” he said.

The chair was informed 
about all the logistic 
arrangements for the writ-
ten examination for the 
post of  Constable (Armed/
IRP/Executive/SDRF), 
being conducted by J&K 
Service Selection Board 
on December 01,2024.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir

DIRECTORATE OF FLORICULTURE, GARDENS & PARKS KASHMIR
Tele-fax: 0194-2482032 e-mail kashflori@rediffmail.com

GIST of e- Tender Notice No. 41 of 2024   
Dated:- 28/11/2024

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of J&K UT, bids are invited from the Registered Flower Growers, Producers, Suppliers for Supply & 
installation of theme wise/item wise Floral components for Floral Decoration of various Government functions/events as indicated in 
the detailed Tender Notice/BOQ: - 

S.No. Period of contract Value of security 
deposit Cost of tender document 

1. 01 (One) year from the 
date of award of contract

Rs.10,000.00 (Rupees 
Ten thousand only)

Rs.500.00 (Rupees Five hundred only) in the shape of 
e-challan favouring Accounts Officer, Department of 
Floriculture Kashmir

The bidding document(s) consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, terms and conditions and other details can be seen/
downloaded through the www.dofkashmir.com/ www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

1. Period of downloading of bidding  document 29.11.2024 from 03:30 PM to
19.12.2024 up to 02:00 PM

2. Bid submission  Start Date 29.11.2024  from 04:00 PM
3. Bid submission End date 19.12.2024 up to 02:00 PM
4. Date and time of Opening of Tenders (Online) 23.12.2024 at 02:00 PM

In case of any eventuality (online) the date of opening will be considered on any other convenient working day.
Sd/-

Accounts Officer,
DIPK-8856-24  (Member Secretary)
DT: 30/11/2024 Floriculture Department, Kashmir.

DIPK-8813-24
DT: 30/11/2024
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Maha Kumbh

ICCC Centre being 
revamped for mega event

FM advocates development, cultural 
preservation at Credit Outreach Programme

IANS

PRAYAGRAJ: Prepara-
tions for the grand Maha 
Kumbh 2025 are in full 
swing under the guid-
ance of  Chief  Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, as the 
world eyes this upcoming 
monumental event in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Among the many efforts 
underway, the Integrated 
Command and Control 
Centre (ICCC) in Prayagraj 
is being upgraded to ensure 
smooth management and 
enhanced safety for the mil-
lions of  pilgrims expected to 
attend Kumbh 2025.

Originally established 
during Kumbh 2019, the 
ICCC played a pivotal role 
in the successful organisa-
tion of  the event, leveraging 
cutting-edge technologies 
such as AI, chatbots, live 
surveillance, and CCTV 
monitoring. However, with 
Maha Kumbh 2025 poised 
to be even more grand and 
expansive, the government 
has initiated significant 
upgrades to the ICCC to 
accommodate the scale and 
ensure seamless operations.

Chief  Minister Aditya-
nath, during his recent 
visit to Prayagraj, person-
ally inspected the prog-
ress of  the ICCC upgrade 

and directed officials to 
expedite the work. Reflect-
ing his vision of  merging 
heritage with development, 
the upgraded ICCC aims 
to combine state-of-the-art 
technology with traditional 
cultural practices, ensur-
ing a secure and efficient 
experience for pilgrims.

A government spokes-
person outlined the works 
being done. He said the 
installation of  1,650 new 
CCTV cameras for com-
prehensive monitoring is 
ongoing and deployment 
of  24 APNR (Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition) 
cameras and 40 VMCD 
(Vehicle Monitoring and 
Control Devices) has been 
done. Additionally, he said 
268 and 240 AI-based com-
ponents for crowd manage-
ment and vehicle tracking 
are being added.

In more upgradation, 
Call Centre capacity has 
been increased by 20 seats 
for faster resolution of  
queries, 100 smart parking 
systems have been intro-
duced for efficient vehicle 
management, and dedicat-
ed viewing and monitor-
ing facilities at Arail and 
Jhunsi are being construct-
ed to aid the ICCC Mela and 
MCR Centres.

Apart from that, for 
monitoring of  railway 
stations, AI-controlled 
CCTV cameras are being 
installed to manage crowds 
at nine railway stations; a 
24/7 Helpline Service will 
start working soon and a 
dedicated 1920 helpline 
will commence operations 
on December 1 to assist pil-
grims with inquiries and 
grievances.

The ICCC upgrade is 

being carried out with the 
collaboration of  top engi-
neering institutes across 
the country, ensuring 
cutting-edge solutions are 
implemented. The Maha 
Kumbh 2025 promises to 
uphold the tradition of  this 
ancient gathering while 
setting a benchmark in 
technological integration 
and crowd management.

On Friday, a prelude 
program for Maha Kumbh 
2025 was held at the Ashoka 
Hotel in Delhi, featuring 
Union Tourism Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
and Uttar Pradesh Tour-
ism and Culture Minister 
Jaiveer Singh.

Shekhawat lauded the 
Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment for its comprehensive 
planning for this grand cul-
tural and spiritual gather-
ing. He emphasized that 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has the full support 
of  Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the Govern-
ment of  India.

Shekhawat  noted 
that Maha Kumbh holds 
immense significance for 
India's civilization, culture, 
and Sanatan Dharma. He 
assured that extensive 
efforts are underway to 
ensure a seamless experi-
ence for all devotees.

IANS

NEW DELHI : Union 
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, during 
the Credit Outreach Pro-
gramme held in Madhu-
bani on Saturday, empha-
sised the importance of  
development and cultural 
preservation and handed 
over copies of  the Consti-
tution's new editions in 
Maithili and Sanskrit.

Referring to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
vision of  'Vikas bhi, Virasat 
bhi (Development with 
Heritage)', she remarked, 
"Keeping that legacy in 
mind, on Constitution 
Day, PM Modi presented 
the Constitution of  India 
in Maithili and Sanskrit."

As part of  the event, 
FM Sitharaman handed 
over the copies of  these 
Constitution editions and 
also suggested the need 
for a grand Sita temple in 
Mithila, saying, "As the 
Ram Temple was built in 
Ayodhya, there should be 
a Sita temple in Mithila."

Accompanied by Bihar 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Samrat Choudhary, Sith-
araman distributed sanc-
tion letters from banks 
to beneficiaries of  vari-
ous Central government 
schemes. "Loans worth 
₹1,121 crore were disbursed 
to over 50,000 beneficiaries 
during the Credit Outreach 

Programme," the Finance 
Minister's office announced 
on X.

In her address, she high-
lighted the resilience and 
industrious spirit of  the 
people of  Bihar, particularly 
the women of Madhubani.

"I see all the women 
here as Ma Sita, and this is 

Pavan Dharti (holy land)," 
she said. Praising their 
ability to thrive despite 
challenges, she added, 
"When we speak about 
Bihar, especially Mithilan-
chal, people here are hard-
working and do not give up 
even in tough situations. 
They pick strong represen-
tatives. The biggest chal-
lenge for Bihar remains the 
floods caused by the Koshi 
River. Many projects, such 
as the Vishnu Pad Mandir 
Corridor, have been intro-
duced, alongside strategies 
to combat flooding."

Highlighting the goal 

of  'Viksit Bharat' by 2047, 
when India completes 100 
years of  Independence, FM 
Sitharaman reiterated PM 
Modi's focus on the uplift of  
four key groups: The poor, 
women, farmers, and youth, 
emphasising their pivotal 
role in India's progress.

"Women are the driv-

ing force behind the Viksit 
Bharat goal, they will make 
it a reality," she added.

The Finance Minis-
ter lauded the success of  
Self-Help Groups (SHGs) 
in Bihar, an initiative led 
by Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar, and assured con-
tinued support from banks 
to strengthen these groups.

Ahead of  addressing the 
event the Finance Minister 
visited the stalls and inter-
acted with the stall owners 
who have benefited from 
various schemes of  the 
central and state govern-
ment during the Credit 

Outreach Programme in 
Madhubani, Bihar.

While visiting the 
stalls, she interacted with 
women showcasing Mad-
hubani paintings and even 
those operating drones. 
During her address, she 
mentioned, "The women 
of  Mithila, standing here, 

reflect Ma Sita holding 
drones in their hands," 
applauding their capabili-
ties and innovation.

Earlier on Friday, follow-
ing a meeting in Patna, the 
Finance Minister attended 
the Entrepreneurship 
Development Promotion 
Programme held at Raj 
Maidan in Darbhanga.

During the event, 26 
banks issued loans total-
ling Rs 1,300 crore. Ben-
eficiaries included small 
entrepreneurs, agricul-
ture-based industries, and 
45,000 youths from the east-
ern region. 

Rahul Gandhi does not have faith in Constitution
Gourav Vallabh slams Cong over remarks against ECI

IANS

NEW DELHI :  BJP 
spokesperson Gourav Val-
labh on Saturday took aim 
at Congress over its Maha-
rashtra MLA Bhai Jagtap's 
"dog" remarks against the 
Election Commission of  
India (ECI) and said that 
Leader of  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
"does not have faith in the 
Constitution" otherwise 
the MLA would have been 
expelled for using such lan-
guage against the constitu-
tional bodies.

Launching a scathing 
attack on Congress, he 
said that the party is in its 
"winding-up stage," and 
that is why "no one wants 
to form an alliance with it."

In an interview with 
IANS, Gourav Vallabh also 
talked about the Sambhal 
incident, the Delhi Assem-
bly elections, AAP MLA 
Naresh Balyan's alleged 
extortion audio clip and 
attacks on minorities in 
Bangladesh.

Following are the 
excerpts from the inter-
view:

IANS: Congress MLA 
Bhai Jagtap has called the 
Election Commission a 
"dog" of  PM Modi. How do 
you see this?

Gourav Vallabh: Con-
gress leader (Rahul 
Gandhi), who has a child-
ish mindset, keeps the Con-
stitution book in his hands. 
In the Constitution book, 
the Election Commission 
of  India is written as an 
independent and impar-
tial body, while its leaders 

are using abusive language 
for it.

This means that Rahul 
Gandhi does not have faith 
in the Constitution because 
if  it was there, then a person 
who is using the word 'dog' 
for the Election Commission 
would have been expelled 
right now. However, Rahul 
Gandhi does not believe in 
the Constitution.

I think their only belief  
is to create obstacles in the 
development of  India and 
talk like brand ambassa-
dors of  those who speak 
against India.

IANS: Do you think Con-
gress and AAP will form an 
alliance for the upcoming 
Delhi Assembly elections?

Gourav Vallabh: By-
elections were held in Uttar 
Pradesh... the SP said we 
do not want to form an alli-
ance with Congress. When 
the elections were held in 
Haryana, Congress said 
they did not want to form 
an alliance. In Punjab by-
elections, the AAP said 
they do not want to form 
an alliance, so this is not an 
alliance, this INDIA bloc's 
attempt to fool the people.

On one hand, there is a 
party, whose leaders, from 
the Chief  Minister to the 
Health Minister, all ended 
up in jail because of  the 
liquor scam and on the 
other hand, there is a good, 
double-engine governance 
of  the BJP. Just like in 
Maharashtra, the BJP will 
form a government with an 
overwhelming majority.

IANS: What do you think 
is the reason that no other 
party is willing to form an 

alliance with such a grand 
party like Congress, which 
has ruled the nation for 
several years?

Gourav Vallabh: Few 
parties formed an alli-
ance with the Congress, 
be it Shiv Sena-UBT, the 
NCP-Sharad Pawar, or 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM). In Jharkhand, 
Congress only got a few 
seats because of  JMM, 
otherwise, there would 
not have been a trace of  
it there. Similarly, look at 
the result of  Uddhav Thac-
keray aligning with Con-
gress; he joined a party 
that Balasaheb Thackeray 
once warned against.

Congress does not have 
policies, intentions or lead-
ership. In the name of  lead-
ership, they have a brother, 
sister, mother, brother-in-
law, niece, nephew, etc. 
There cannot be a bigger 
example of  dynastic poli-
tics other than this. They 
do not have proper poli-
cies, but that of  dividing 
the people based on caste 
and show the people the 
Constitution, asking them 
to follow and respect it but 
never do it themselves.

They have such inten-
tions that when rape was 
committed in Kolkata, 
none of  their leaders went 
there. If  they had gone 
there, Mamata Didi would 
have been upset, and the 
few remaining partners of  
the INDIA bloc would also 
have lost. However, if  it 
had happened in any other 
state, they would have 
thronged there.

This is why the people 

do not want to vote for 
them, and the parties do 
not want an alliance with 
them. This happened in 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, 
Punjab and will happen in 
Delhi also. Congress is in 
its winding-up stage.

IANS: When there was 
talk of  determining respon-
sibility for election defeat, 
Rahul Gandhi asked Mal-
likarjun Kharge to "take 
action" considering the bad 
results. What do you have 
to say about this?

Gourav Vallabh: On one 
hand, Congress claims 
there is a problem with 
EVMs, and yet, in the CWC 
meeting yesterday, they 
admitted that the people 
of  the country are not 
voting for them. Congress 
should first tell whether 
EVM is fine or not. If  EVM 
is faulty, then why did it not 
malfunction in Wayanad? 
It is fine in Ranchi, but it is 
faulty in Mumbai. There is 
no problem in any fault in 
EVM but in the leadership 
and policies of  Congress.

The party has taken 
up the role of  becoming 
the spokesperson of  those 
who try to halt the develop-
ment of  the country. The 
party has become a brand 
ambassador for those who 
talk against the nation. 
Congress is in a confused 
state of  mind.

IANS: A Samajwadi 
Party (SP) delegation was 
scheduled to visit Sambhal, 
however, they were stopped 
from doing so. What is your 
take on this?

Gourav Vallabh: SP 
leaders should not go to 

Sambhal. They did not 
want to make any arrange-
ments for peace. They 
would have added fuel to 
the fire. They would have 
made several statements 
there and turned different 
groups against each other. 
This is because the INDIA 
bloc only has one strategy 
-- divide and rule. This is 
why the police stopped 
them, to stop violence from 
escalating.

IANS: The BJP has 
released an audio clip of  
AAP MLA Naresh Balyan, 
claiming that the leader 
has connections with gang-
sters and resorts to them 
for extorting money from 
people. What do you have 
to say about this?

Gourav Vallabh: Look, 
a video is everywhere on 
social media; there is an 
audio tape of Naresh Balyan, 
MLA of the party, having a 
love for liquor (AAP), that 
how he is extorting weekly 
money from a builder, that 
audio tape has gone viral 
everywhere.

Will Atishi expel this 
MLA from the party? Can 
Atishi remove the former 
CM, who has gone to jail in 
a liquor policy scam, from 
the Daru Premi Party? 
She cannot because she is 
the CM only in name; the 
powers are still practised 
by Arvind Kejriwal only.

This is not why Delhi 
elected this government, 
and people are noticing this 
closely. Just as the Commu-
nist Party got wiped from 
most parts of  India, this 
Daru Premi Party will have 
the same fate.

Delhi-NCR continues to breathe 
in 'very poor' quality air

IANS

NEW DELHI : The air 
quality in Delhi-NCR 
continues to deteriorate, 
posing severe health risks 
for the people living in the 
region. On Saturday, the 
Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
the national Capital was 
recorded at 318, categoris-
ing it as 'very poor,' accord-
ing to official data, while 
the air quality in Noida and 
Gurugram also continued 
to fall in the 'very poor' to 
'severe' category.

This marks the sixth 
consecutive day that Del-
hi-NCR’s air quality has 
remained in the 'very poor' 
category, creating signifi-
cant challenges for public 
health and daily life.

In Anand Vihar, one of  
the national Capital's most 
polluted areas, the AQI 
reached an alarming level 
of  505 around 8 A.M., plac-
ing it in the hazardous cat-
egory. This is a stark indi-
cator of  the deteriorating 
environmental conditions.

The toxic air is not con-
fined to Delhi alone, as 
neighboring cities are also 
grappling with dangerous 
pollution levels.

Meanwhile, in Uttar 
Pradesh on Saturday morn-
ing, Noida recorded an AQI 
of  267, Greater Noida 286, 
and Ghaziabad 250, while 
Haryana's Gurugram saw 
an AQI of  284, with most 
areas falling in the 'very 
poor' to 'severe' categories. 
The widespread pollution 
is making life increasing-
ly difficult for residents 
across the region.

However, Noida’s Sector 
125 recorded an AQI of  184, 
which falls in the 'moder-
ate' to 'poor' range, offering 
a slightly better scenario 
compared to Delhi-NCR.

Adding to the worsening 
air quality, the tempera-
ture in Delhi has dropped 
significantly, intensifying 
the impact of  pollution. 
On Friday morning, the 
temperature was record-
ed at 9.5 degrees Celsius, 
one degree below the sea-

son's normal, marking it 
the coldest day so far this 
winter.

To tackle the alarm-
ing pollution levels, the 
Supreme Court has direct-
ed that all Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP)-4 mea-
sures, except those related 
to schools, will remain in 
effect until the next hear-
ing on December 2.

The court emphasised 
the need for strict enforce-
ment and noted lapses 
in the implementation 
of  GRAP-4 guidelines. It 
warned of  action against 
officials responsible for 
such failures.

While allowing physi-
cal classes to continue, 
the court declined to ease 
restrictions under GRAP-3 
or GRAP-2 until there was 
a consistent decrease in 
the AQI levels. It also 
instructed state govern-
ments to utilise the labour 
cess collected to support 
construction workers 
impacted by the ongoing 
construction ban.

BJP's Somaiya files 
complaint against 
Congress' Jagtap 
over EC 'pet dog' 
remark

IANS

NEW DELHI : BJP leader and 
former MP Kirit Somaiya has filed 
a complaint with the Election 
Commission (EC) and the Mumbai 
Police Commissioner, demand-
ing strict action against Congress 
leader Bhai Jagtap for allegedly 
insulting the poll panel with derog-
atory remarks. He condemned Jag-
tap's comments, stating that such 
disrespect of the constitutional 
body cannot be tolerated.

"Congress leader Bhai Jagtap 
called the Election Commission a 
'pet dog.' This kind of abuse and dis-
respect towards the EC is completely 
wrong. Such humiliation cannot be 
tolerated, and strict action should 
be taken against him," Somaiya said. 
He added that he has already lodged 
a complaint with both the Election 
Commission and the Mumbai Police 
Commissioner, urging them to take 
swift action.
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55th IFFI ends with 
gala closing ceremony
Foreign delegates from 28 countries participate in festival

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: The 55th 
International Film Fes-
tival of  India (IFFI 2024) 
came to a close Saturday 
at the Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee Indoor Stadi-
um in Goa. The 2024 edi-
tion of  IFFI saw a partici-
pation of  11,332 delegates, 
marking a 12% increase 
compared to IFFI 2023. 
Delegates hailed from 34 
states and Union Territo-
ries across India, along-
side international partici-
pants from 28 countries.

In the case of  Film 
Bazaar, the number of  del-
egates surged to 1,876, a 
significant increase from 
775 last year. Foreign 
delegates represented 42 
countries. The business 
projections in the Film 
Bazaar this year exceeded 
Rs 500 Crores, marking a 
significant achievement. 
The Tech Pavilion featur-
ing 15 industry partners 
also was an interesting 
component for the partici-
pating delegates.  Rs15.36 
Cr worth of  sponsorship 
were achieved from indus-
try partners.

The Opening and Clos-
ing Ceremonies featured 
star-studded appearances 
and performances, cel-
ebrating both Indian and 
international cinema. The 
opening ceremony paid 

tribute to the centenary 
celebrations and the rich 
diversity of  Indian cinema. 
The closing ceremony fea-
tured music and dance, 
while also honoring excep-
tional achievements with 
awards, including the Saty-
ajit Ray Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award presented 
to Philip Noyce and the 
Indian Film Personality of  
the Year Award to Vikrant 
Massey.

The theme of  IFFI 
focused on “Young Film-
makers”, as per the vision 
of  Minister of  Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, 
recognizing their poten-
tial in shaping the future 

of  creativity. The initia-
tive of  the Creative Minds 
of  Tomorrow, platform 
was enhanced to support 
100 young talents from 75 
in the previous editions.  
About 350 young film stu-
dents, from various Film 
Schools across the coun-
try, were facilitated by the 
Ministry to attend IFFI. A 
new section and award of  
Best Debut Indian Direc-
tor has been instituted, to 
recognize the young film 
making talent across India. 
The masterclasses, panel 
discussions, film market 
and film packages have all 
been curated for the young 
creators. ‘IFFiesta’ – an 

entertainment zone has 
been started for enhanc-
ing youth participation and 
engagement.

The 55th International 
Film Festival of  India 
(IFFI) paid homage to 
four legendary figures in 
Indian cinema: Akkineni 
Nageswara Rao (ANR), 
Raj Kapoor, Mohammed 
Rafi, and Tapan Sinha. 
Marking the centenary 
of  their remarkable lega-
cies, the festival brought 
their unparalleled contri-
butions to the forefront 
through meticulously 
curated events, stamp 
release, screenings, and 
performances.

Kashmiri bat to get more global recognition 
as Govt notifies it in Handicraft list

JAHANGEER GANAIE

ANANTNAG: The gov-
ernment’s move to offi-
cially notify iconic Kash-
miri cricket bats in its list 
of  notified handicrafts is 
being widely appreciated 
as the decision according 
to them would help Kash-
miri bats in getting more 
recognition world-wide.

Bat Manufacturers in 
Kashmir said, that this step 
is expected to give a signifi-
cant boost to the reputation 
of  Kashmiri bats globally 
while preserving their tra-
ditional craftsmanship.

The cricket bat industry 
in the region, particularly 
in Sangam and Awantipora 
areas of  South Kashmir, 
has a rich history and is 
renowned for its high-
quality willow bats.

The decision to classify 
Kashmiri bats as a handi-
craft means they will now 
benefit from government 
support, branding, and 

market outreach under the 
handicraft sector.

“Notifying Kashmiri 
bats as a handicraft will 
help strengthen their rec-
ognition across the world. 
It acknowledges the skill, 
tradition, and quality asso-
ciated with these bats," said 
Fawzul Kabiir, Vice Presi-
dent of  Cricket Bat Manu-
facturers Association of  
Kashmir.

He said that this move is 
going to safeguard the tra-
ditional methods of  craft-
ing bats, which involve 

meticulous manual work 
and the use of  locally 
grown willow wood, dis-
tinguishing Kashmiri bats 
from mass-produced alter-
natives.

Kabiir added that the 
inclusion of  Kashmiri bats 
in the handicraft list is 
likely to open new avenues 
for exports and increase 
their visibility in interna-
tional markets.

The industry, which 
provides employment to 
thousands of  artisans and 
workers in the Valley, is 

expected to see a surge in 
demand, he said.

"Handicrafts have been 
installing stalls of  Kashmi-
ri crafts in different parts 
and once Kashmiri bats 
will be displayed in these 
stalls, tourists will come to 
know about it and it will 
strengthen the recognition 
of  the Kashmiri bats,” he 
added.

Moreover, the govern-
ment plans to support bat 
manufacturers through 
training programs, finan-
cial assistance, and par-
ticipation in trade fairs. 
Efforts will also be made 
to promote the "Kashmiri 
bat" as a unique brand, 
similar to the Kashmiri 
shawls and carpets.

Manufacturers empha-
size the need for consistent 
government support in 
tackling challenges such as 
quality control, the avail-
ability of  raw materials, 
and competition from syn-
thetic bats—(KNO)

Intellectually sound youth 
imperative for vibrant, 
strong nation: Dy CM

GMC Srinagar bids adieu to 
Prof Muzaffar Jan

Empowering Young Minds

Shopian Admin launches free 
Coaching for competitive exams

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: In a first ever 
initiative in the district 
for supporting students 
and aspirants to achieve 
their dreams, the District 
Administration Shopian 
Saturday announced the 
free Coaching and Men-
torship program in the 
district.

The registration for the 
program has started today 
while the regular sessions 
shall start during this 

December.
The program shall 

facilitate students and 
aspirants with free coach-
ing and mentorship, access 
to library and study mate-
rial, counseling and free 
assessments. This is a 
great opportunity for all 
aspiring students of  Dis-
trict Shopian, said the DC.

“Let's start and crush 
all barriers to achieve 
the goals,” DC said while 
appealing for maximum 
registrations.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Emphasing the 
role of  youth in making a 
nation  strong and vibrant, 
Deputy Chief  Minister, 
Surinder Kumar Chaud-
hary, Saturday said that 
strenuous efforts are 
underway to ensure that 
the youth is provided with 
all the requisite avenues 
for their spiritual and 
intellectual development.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister was speaking at the 
function organised by St. 
Peter's High School in con-
nection with celebration of  
72nd  Annual Day.

The Deputy Chief  Min-
ister, while referring to 
the menace of  drug abuse, 
said that the Government 
will deal strictly with those 
responsible for misleading 
youth towards this evil.

While  emphasizing 
the importance of  women 
empowerment and their 
contribution towards soci-
ety, the Deputy Chief  Min-
ister said that their role 
has always been important 
in shaping the destiny of  
nation. He said that women 
folk has always rendered 
selfless services to the 
whole humankind.

The event featured a 
range of  cultural per-
formances, academic 

competitions and a spe-
cial assembly focused on 
women's empowerment. 
The students showcased 
their talent, creativity and 
dedication towards making 
a positive difference in the 
world.

Fr. Justin Thiraviam, 
in his address, empha-
sized school's commitment 
towards providing a sup-
portive and inclusive envi-
ronment that encourages 
all students to reach their 
full potential.

Earlier, the Deputy Chief  
Minister met a deputation 
of university students led by 
Dr Gazala Noor.

The deputation project-
ed several issues like delay 
in result declaration, poor 
examination processes 
or outdated curricula, 
adequate hostel facilities, 
insufficient classrooms or 
poorly maintained ameni-
ties like libraries, labs, or 
auditoriums.

Besides, they also raised 
issues of  delayed scholar-
ships, fee-related, lack of  
campus placements and 
training for competitive 
exams.

The deputation also 
demanded adequate public 
transportation for the uni-
versity and upgraded secu-
rity measures, especially 
for women students.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Government 
Medical College Srinagar, Satur-
day bade an affectionate adieu 
to Professor Muzaffar Jan, Head 
of Department of Pediatrics, on 
his superannuation.

Secretary Health & Medical 
Education, Dr. Syed Abid Rashid 
Shah, Principal/Dean GMC Sri-
nagar, Professor Dr. Iffat Hassan, 
Administrator Associated Hos-
pital GMC Srinagar, Mohammad 
Ashraf Hakak, CAO,  HODs, fac-
ulty member, medical and para 
medical staff conveyed heartfelt 
gratitude to Dr.Muzafar Jan for his 
unparalleled services and contri-
bution in the field of health and 
medical education.

The Secretary appreciated Dr. 
Muzaffar Jan's tireless services, 

saying that his  dedication to 
the field of pediatrics is inspir-
ing, and his contributions to the 
healthcare system will always be 
remembered.

Professor Iffat Hassan, Princi-
pal/Dean lauded Prof. Muzaffar 
Jan's commitment to medical 
education, saying that he  has 
been a role model for the stu-
dents and faculty, and his pas-
sion for teaching and learning has 
been a source of inspiration.

Several HODs also praised the 
services rendered by Prof Muzaf-
far Jan.

GMC Srinagar also acknowl-
edged the dedication and tireless 
services of Javid Ahmad Estates 
Officer, Ishtiyaq Ahmad Sanitary 
Inspector and Showkat Ahmad 
I/c Electrician Children Hospital 
Bemina.

Union Joint Secretary MoRD reviews 

implementation of PMGSY in J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Union Joint Sec-
retary, Ministry of  Rural 
Development (MoRD),  Amit 
Shukla, along with Secre-
tary Public Works (R&B), 
Bhupinder Kumar conduct-
ed a comprehensive review 
of implementation of  Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY) in the 
Union Territory of  Jammu 
& Kashmir.

The review focused on 
expediting project comple-
tion, ensuring adherence 
to quality standards and 
enhancing rural connectiv-
ity across the region.

During the review meet-
ing, Amit Shukla empha-
sized the need for a daily 
monitoring mechanism 
to meet project timelines 
and address challenges 
effectively. He issued 
specific instructions to 
ensure uncompromising 
quality standards in road 
construction, underscor-
ing the importance of  
creating durable and safe 
infrastructure for people 

of  Jammu & Kashmir. He 
directed for completion of  
all PMGSY projects as per 
the sunset date fixed by the 
Ministry.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director Finance, 
PWD, Chief  Engineer, 
PMGSY Jammu/ Kashmir 
and Superintending Engi-
neers and Executive Engi-
neers of  all PIUs’.

A detailed presentation 
was given on implementa-
tion of  PMGSY Programme 
in J&K since its inception. 
It was informed that 3742 
project including 305 Bridg-
es having road length of  
20801 Km including about 
6500 Km upgradation proj-
ects have been sanctioned 
for J&K. Besides this, 2140 
habitations having popula-
tion 250+ as per 2001 census 
has been approved for J&K 
for providing connectivity. 
It was informed that out of  
the sanctioned programme 
3429 projects including 217 
Bridges have been com-
pleted so far. Out of  tar-
geted Habitation of  2140, 
2129 have been connected, 

so far, thereby incurring 
expenditure of  Rs 12,650 
Crores.

It was informed that 
implementation of  PMGSY 
in J&K has been given 
focused attention during 
the last five years thereby 
giving significant strides 
made in enhancing rural 
connectivity, particularly 
in remote and hilly regions, 
aligning with the vision 
of  "Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas”.

Earlier,  Union Joint 
Secretary, conducted an 
on-ground review of  criti-
cal road and bridge infra-
structure projects under 
the Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) 
in the Jammu region of  
Jammu & Kashmir.

The Union Joint Secre-
tary along with Secretary 
PWD J&K and other Senior 
Officers of  the department 
visited Kalas Kullian to 
Chak Harni Road. He asked 
for installation of  road 
signage to mitigate traffic 
hazards. He asked the con-
cerned SE to thoroughly 

check BM quality reports 
for compliance with pre-
scribed standards.

He also inspected the 
ongoing work on Bridge 
over Jagti Bamyal Road 
and laid stress on early 
completion of  the bridge 
to improve local connectiv-
ity to larger population for 
which the project has been 
sanctioned by the MoRD.

Amit Shukla instructed 
that contractors’ site engi-
neers should remain pres-
ent during construction 
to ensure accountability 
and quality assurance. He 
commended the executing 
teams for their efforts and 
reaffirmed Government 
of  India’s commitment 
towards improving rural 
infrastructure through 
PMGSY.

The Joint Secretary 
reiterated the importance 
of  timely project comple-
tion and maintaining 
high-quality standards to 
achieve the program’s goal 
of  fostering socio-econom-
ic development in remote 
areas.

Govt committed towards welfare of 

people: Javed Rana
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & 
Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmad 
Rana, Saturday said that 
NGOs play a crucial role 
in increasing accessibil-
ity and equity of  quality 
healthcare services to the 
people.

He made these remarks 
during the concluding cer-
emony of  five day free eye 
camp for cataract surgery 
at Apnavan Sure Chak 
(Mandal). The camp was 
being organised by Tawi 
Welfare Society.

Javed Rana, who was 
Chief  Guest on the occa-
sion, said that it is a proud 
moment for all of  us that 
an NGO is doing commend-
able job for the welfare of  
needy people.

In his address, the Min-
ister applauded the self-
less efforts of  the Tawi 
Welfare Society to serve 
the underprivileged. “Ini-
tiatives like this reflect the 
true spirit of  humanity 
and social responsibility. 

I commend the NGO for 
their noble work in reach-
ing out to those in need and 
contributing significantly 
to improving healthcare 
access,” said Javid Rana.

He also highlighted the 
role of  NGOs in bridging 
the gaps between govern-
ment and private sector 
services and said that 
NGOs like Tawi Welfare 
Society compliment the 
efforts of  government 
towards providing quality 
services to the people.

He assured continued 

support from the admin-
istration for initiatives 
aimed at public welfare and 
encouraged more organiza-
tions to come forward with 
similar programs.

The Minister also said 
that the government is 
committed towards the 
welfare of  its people and 
will take every step aimed 
towards progress of  the 
nation.

"It is our duty to hear 
and provide solution to 
the people's problems. We 
are committed to provide 

a development oriented 
governance to the people," 
he added. He further added 
that we all must stand 
united and defeat the 
divisive forces that aim to 
divide us.

He said that all the 
issues like fencing, eco-
park concerning the NGO 
will be resolved on priority 
basis and passed on-spot 
instructions to the officers 
for the same.

Javed Rana also urged 
the Tawi Welfare Society 
to raise awareness about 
pressing social issues of  
the day for the benefit of  
the local community.

The camp, aimed at 
providing free eye check-
ups, consultations and 
treatment to the under-
served sections of  society, 
received an overwhelming 
response from the local 
community. The week-long 
camp witnessed participa-
tion of  expert ophthalmol-
ogists from Government 
Hospital Gandhinagar who 
performed check-ups and 
more than 40 patients were 
operated upon.

DIPR's Cultural Unit bids Adieu to 
Noted Sufi Singer Gh Mohd Bhat

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Cultural 
Unit Kashmir of  the Depart-
ment of  Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR) 
J&K, Saturday organized a 
farewell function to bid adieu 
to Ghulam Mohammad 
Bhat Anzwali, a renowned 
Sufi singer, who retired as a 
Music Instructor.

Joint Director Informa-
tion Kashmir, Mohammad 
Aslam; Deputy Director PR, 
Ahsan ul Haque Chishti; 
Cultural Officer, Burhan 
Hussain; and other offi-
cers and employees of  the 
department were present on 
the occasion to pay tribute 
to Anzwali's dedication and 
contributions to the field of  
music.

The farewell function was 
a testament to the respect 
and admiration Anzwali 
commands in the cultural 
fraternity. His legacy as 
a Sufi singer and music 
instructor will continue to 
inspire future generations.

Joint Director Informa-
tion Kashmir, Mohammad 
Aslam paid glowing tributes 
to retiring Music Instructor 
Ghulam Mohammad Bhat 
Anzwali describing Anzwali 

as an ‘asset to the depart-
ment’ who has worked 
diligently throughout his 
service career. He appreci-
ated Anzwali's dedication 
to serving the rich cultural 
heritage of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Cultural Officer, Burhan 
Hussain, while admiring 
the unforgettable contribu-
tions of  Ghulam Moham-
mad Bhat Anzwali, said, 
Anzwali sahab has always 
been a humble and down-
to-earth person, who is not 
only an able Sufi singer 
but also a skilled Sarangi 
nawaz. His treasure trove 
of  achievements is a testa-
ment to his dedication and 
passion for music.

AECO Syed Shakeel 
Shan lauded Anzwali's 
exceptional talent in Sufi 
folk singing and his special-
ization in sarangi playing. 
He fondly remembered the 
pleasant days spent with the 
retiree and acknowledged 
his invaluable contributions 
to the department.

The farewell function 
was organized by the Cul-
tural Unit Kashmir to honor 
Anzwali's remarkable ser-
vice and commitment to 
promoting the arts.

LD hosts CME on 'Revisiting the 
Basics in Preterm Labour'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Post-
graduate Department of  
Obstetrics and Gynaecol-
ogy, Government Lala Ded 
Hospital, Srinagar, orga-
nized a one-day continuing 
medical education (CME) 
program on 'Revisiting the 
Basics in Preterm Labour' 
here on Saturday.

The event, held at the 
Auditorium Hall, Lala Ded 
Hospital was attended by 
renowned experts in the field 
of  obstetrics and gynaecol-
ogy including  Dr. Masuma 
Rizvi, HOD, Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology;  Dr.Rizwana 
Habib, Ex HOD Gynaecol-
ogy and Obstetrics GMC Sri-
nagar, experts from SKIMS 
and other health institutions.

The event also saw the 
presence of   ex-senior 
HODs of  the Deptt includ-
ing Dr. Shahida Mufti, Dr. 
Farhat Jabeen and Dr. 
Nighat Firdous, who were 
honored for their contribu-
tions to the field.

The Principal/ Dean Govt 
Medical College Srinagar, 
Prof   (Dr) Iffat Hassan was 
the Chief Guest on the occa-
sion which was also attended 
by M Ashraf Hakak, Admin-

istrator; HODs, Faculty 
members, Medical super-
intendent Dr. Muzafar Jan, 
CMOs, RMOs, and other 
health functionaries.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr. Iffat Hassan, 
Principal and Dean, GMC 
Srinagar, said that Pre-
term labour is a significant 
concern in obstetrics, and 
it is essential to revisit the 
basics to provide optimal 
care to our patients. She 
said, this CME is a testa-
ment to our commitment 
to excellence in healthcare.

Dr. Masuma Rizvi, HOD, 
Obstetrics and Gynaecol-
ogy emphasized the impor-
tance of  revisiting the 
basics in preterm labour.

Dr. Shahida Mufti, ex-
senior faculty member, 
shared her experiences and 
insights, saying, "It is heart-
ening to see the department 
thriving and organizing 
such informative events. I'm 
proud to have been a part of  
this institution."

The CME featured 
presentations by several 
experts, including Dr. 
Syed Nawaz, HOD OBG, 
GMC Anantnag; and Dr. 
Simona Lyn Syngai, HOD 
OBG, SKIMS Soura.


