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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Chaired a meeting to review the functioning of 
Cooperative Department and progress of various schemes 
to strengthen rural economy through Cooperative 
Societies. Dedication, Determination, faith and collective 
efforts of cooperatives will pave the way to prosperity.

15th 
Year Of  Publication

Properties Of 7 Pak-
Based Handlers 
Attached In B'la
SRINAGAR: Proper-
ties of  seven Pak-
istan-based han-
dlers were attached 
in North Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, 
police said on Tuesday.

“After obtaining an 
attachment order passed 
by the additional ses-
sions court in Baramulla, 
13 kanals of  land worth 
lakhs of  rupees belong-
ing to terror handlers 
based in Pakistan were 
attached,” a police spokes-
person said.

He identified the han-
dlers as Shabir P-06

Dereliction Of Duty

3 SPOs Dismissed 
From Service In 
Samba
JAMMU: Three 
Special Police Offi-
cers (SPOs) were 
on Tuesday dismissed 
from service for derelic-
tion of  duty and involve-
ment in the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Samba district, officials 
said.

The SPOs -- Daljeet 
Singh, Bali Ram and 
Deepak Singh -- have been 
disengaged from service 
while disposing off  two 
separate P-06

LeT Commander Among 
2 Terrorists Killed In 
Kulgam Encounter

UMAISER GUL GANIE

KULGAM: Inspector 
General of  Police (IGP) 
Kashmir zone, V K Bhirdi 
Tuesday said the top Lash-
kar-e-Toiba(TRF) com-
mander Basit Dar  and a 
hybrid terrorist-cum over 
ground worker (OGW) 
were killed in an encoun-
ter with security forces at 
Redwani Payeen in south 
Kashmir’s Kulgam dis-
trict on Tuesday.

Talking to reporters 
at the encounter site at 
Redwani Payeen in south-
ern district of  Kulgam, 
the IGP Kashmir, as per 
news agency—Kashmir 

News Observer (KNO), 
said that on Monday 
afternoon, police received 
a tip-off  about the pres-
ence of  terrorists in the 
area. “Police along with 
other security forces laid 
a cordon. Today morn-
ing, an intense encounter 
broke out between terror-
ists and security forces 
that lasted till afternoon,” 
the IGP said. He said that 
in the ensuing encoun-
ter, two terrorists were 
killed including the top 

commander of  Lashkar-
e-Toiba (TRF) outfit Basit 
Dar of  Redwani, Kulgam.

“He was an A catego-
ry terrorist carrying a 
bounty of  Rs 10 lakh on 
his head from the NIA 
with separate reward 
from the Police. Basit 
was active since 2021. He 
was involved in over 18 
cases including attacks 
on security forces and 
minority members in Sri-
nagar and South Kash-
mir,” the IGP said. Later 
talking to KNO, IGP iden-
tified second terrorist as 
Faheem, a hybrid ter-
rorist cum Over Ground 
Worker (OGW). P-06

Hajj 2024

First Flight With 320 Pilgrims To Take 
Off From Srinagar Airport On May 9

MUBASHIR ALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: A total of  
7008 Hajj pilgrims from 
Jammu and Kashmir will 
be embarking on a holy 
journey to Mecca and 
Madina this year, with 
the first flight scheduled 
to leave Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport on 9th May 
2024, officials said.

Dr. Shujhat Quershi, 
Executive Officer (EO) of  
J&K Haj Committee reit-
erated the committee's 
dedication to ensuring a 
seamless experience for 
the pilgrims, affirming 
the exhaustive arrange-
ments to facilitate the 
holy journey for pilgrims.

He said that a total of  
7008 Hajj pilgrims were 
intending holy pilgrimage 
to Mecca and Madina, of  
which around 6800 are going 
through Srinagar embarka-
tion and over 500 through 
Delhi embarkation.

“6,852 pilgrims will 
be embarking from Sri-
nagar, inclusive of  those 
from Ladakh, while 541 
pilgrims will depart from 
other airports, primarily 
Delhi airport. The depar-
ture of  Haj pilgrims from 

Jammu and Kashmir will 
commence from 9 May 
2024 and in the first batch 
there will be 320 Haj pil-
grims,” he said.

In response to the 
flight schedule status 
of  pilgrims, he said that 
for 9 & 10 May they have 
already updated the flight 
status for pilgrims and 
that for the 11th May they 
will update it by today 
evening on the website of  
Haj Committee of  India.

"On 9 and 10 May, a 
total of  four flights will 
leave from Srinagar 

Airport with two flights 
each day comprising 320 
pilgrims," he said.

He said that the pil-
grims can check their 
flight status on the web-
site of  HaJ Committee of  
India under the enquiry 
section by entering their 
cover number.

Dr. Quershi said 
that 37 female pilgrims 
will also undertake the 
sacred journey with-
out a Mahram, with the 
majority embarking 
from Srinagar, and that 
the boarding passes to 

custom clearance have 
been meticulously coor-
dinated to ensure a has-
sle-free experience for 
the pilgrims and their 
families.

He said that the Haj 
House will serve as a 
focal point for all formal-
ities, streamlining the 
process for the pilgrims' 
convenience.

Dr. Quershi said that 
collaborative efforts 
across various depart-
ments, including health, 
security, and emergency 
services, will be P-06

“6,852 PILGRIMS WILL BE EMBARKING FROM SRINAGAR, INCLUSIVE OF 
those from Ladakh, while 541 pilgrims will depart from other airports, primarily Delhi airport. The 
departure of Haj pilgrims from Jammu and Kashmir will commence from 9 May 2024 and in the 

first batch there will be 320 Haj pilgrims,” 

LG Chairs Review Meeting 
Of Science And Tech Deptt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha Tues-
day chaired a review meeting 
of  the Science and Technol-
ogy Department.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Sh. Atal Dulloo, Chief  
Secretary; Sh. Santosh D 

Vaidya, Principal Secretary, 
Finance Department; Dr. 
Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, 
Principal Secretary to the 
Lt Governor; Sh. Saurabh 
Bhagat, Commissioner/Sec-
retary, Science & Technology 
Department and senior offi-
cers of  NHPC, Central and 
UT Government. P-06

Historic Moment

Visually-Impaired Person, 100-Yr-Old 

Cast First Home-Vote In Srinagar
REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: The recent intro-
duction of  the home voting facil-
ity by the Election Commission 
of  India (ECI)) for the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections has marked a 
milestone in the electoral pro-
cess, particularly for those facing 
physical challenges, even as a 
visually impaired voter from 
Dara, Hazratbal in Srinagar 
became the first home voter in 
the city to exercise his franchise.

In another historic moment, 
a 100-year-old man in the Meer 
Behreen area of  Zadibal con-
stituency in Srinagar also cast a 

home vote for the first time.
As per the details obtained, 

the initiative was led under the 
guidance of  the District Elec-
tion Officer of  02-Srinagar. The 
inaugural home vote was cast 
and sealed in the ballot box at 
Dara and Zadibal Dal Lake.

The home voting facility pro-
vides a convenient option for 
voters who may face challenges 
in physically reaching the poll-
ing stations, thereby promot-
ing greater voter turnout and 
engagement.

Ali Mohammad Rather, 
despite being visually impaired, 
has demonstrated the power of  
civic participation, inspiring citi-
zens across the region. P-06

CS Inaugurates 'SBI e-Corner' 
Inside Civil Sectt Campus

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Atal Dulloo Tuesday 
inaugurated State Bank 
of  India (SBI) developed 
e-Corner outside legislative 
assembly complex inside the 
campus housing it along with 
Civil Secretariat here.

The corner is a smart 
space housing the Automatic 
Teller Machines (ATMs) of  
the bank besides having the 
facility to extend different 

products like credit cards, 
opening of  bank accounts 
and others offered by this 
largest public sector bank of  
the country.

Dulloo called it a very wel-
come step towards provision-
ing financial services under 
one roof  by the country's 
largest and trusted bank. He 
anticipated that many more 
features of  digital banking 
would get added to this point 
of  contact in future.

This point of  P-06

473 Postal Ballots 
Of KP Voters Sent 
To RO Srinagar

AMIR TANTRAY

JAMMU: With just six days 
left in formal polling for the 
Srinagar parliamentary con-
stituency, the authorities 
Tuesday sent 473 postal bal-
lots of  Kashmiri Pandit voters 
to Returning Officer (RO) in 
Srinagar.

These postal ballots belong to 
Kashmiri Pandits living in dif-
ferent parts of  the country and 
who had already registered as 
voters to exercise the franchise 
through postal ballots.

Casting votes through the 
postal ballots is exclusively for 
Kashmiri Pandit voters who 
have been living their life in 
exile and Election Commission 
of  India (ECI) has kept a spe-
cial provision for them to vote 
through postal ballots.

Giving details, an official 
associated with the election-
eering process told P-06

Med Tourism Crossing Pre-Pandemic Levels

Stakeholders Optimistic About Kashmir’s 
Potential As Medical Tourism Hub

MUBASHIR AALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: As India's 
medical tourism industry 
gears up to surpass pre-pan-
demic levels, stakeholders 
in Kashmir are optimistic 
about the region's potential 
to emerge as a prominent 
destination in the sector.

With its serene landscapes 
and upcoming healthcare 
investments, Kashmir is 
poised to attract medical 
tourists seeking high-qual-
ity treatment coupled with 
a therapeutic environment.

Medical tourism in India 
is set to get a boost with pro-
jections indicating that the 
number of medical tourists will 
exceed pre-pandemic levels.

According to data released 
by credit rating agency 
Crisil, the number of  medi-
cal tourists visiting India is 
projected to be around 7.3 
million in calendar year (CY) 
2024, up from 6.1 million esti-
mated in CY 2023.

The last time these fig-
ures touched 7 million was in 

CY2019, before crashing due to 
Covid-19 induced lockdowns.

Amid this resurgence, 
stakeholders in Kashmir 
believe Kashmir’s significant 
role in the medical tourism 
landscape.

With its picturesque locales, 
temperate climate, and improv-
ing healthcare facilities, the 
stakeholders claimed that 
Kashmir possesses the neces-
sary ingredients to emerge as a 
preferred destination for medi-

cal tourists.
“Kashmir has made sig-

nificant strides in upgrading 
its healthcare infrastructure 
in recent years. Coupled with 
the region's natural beauty 
and cultural richness, it 
presents a compelling prop-
osition for medical tourists 
seeking treatment combined 
with a rejuvenating experi-
ence," Rauf  Tramboo, Presi-
dent Travel Agents Associa-
tion of  Kashmir P-06

“POLICE ALONG 
with other security 
forces laid a cordon. 
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Lok Sabha Elections

CEO visits Pulwama, 
participates in 
multiple activities

DEO Sgr flags-off polling teams 

for ‘Vote from Home’ facilitation 

of senior citizens

GMK  NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Chief  Elec-
toral Officer, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Pandurang K 
Pole,Tuesday participat-
ed in multiple activities 
during his visit to Pulwama 
conducted to oversee dis-
trict's preparedness for the 
Lok Sabha Elections 2024.

The CEO conducted 
a comprehensive review 
of  poll preparedness and 
security arrangements 
being put in place for 
the general elections. He 
asked the Nodal Officers 
to ensure meticulous exe-
cution of  election plans, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of  strict adherence 
to the prescribed electoral 
protocols.

Reviewing the status of  
commissioning of  EVMs 
and training of  designated 
staff, the CEO stressed on 
ensuring comprehensive 
hands on training aimed 
at familiarizing the poll 
staff  with the operation 
and maintenance of  EVMs. 
He also asked the AROs to 
ensure proper uploading of  
data on EMS.

The CEO directed for 
wide publicity of  election 
related activities including 
SVEEP awareness events 
for encouragement of  gen-
eral public to vote and reg-
ister highest voter turnout 
in the district. He urged 
upon everyone to exercise 

their voting right at the 
nearest polling station, 
emphasizing the pivotal 
role of  every vote in shap-
ing the democratic set up in 
a nation. He reiterated the 
significance of  voter par-
ticipation in strengthening 
democracy.

P K Pole also partici-
pated in the Systematic 
Voters' Education and 
Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) program held at 
the Government Women's 
Degree College in Pulwa-
ma. He inaugurated vari-
ous sports activities during 
the programme including 
badminton, carrom, tug of  
war, kho kho, chess and a 

signature campaign.
On the occasion, cul-

tural performances includ-
ing Nukkad Natak, Ladai 
Shah, and SVEEP song, 
aimed at instilling the 
value of  voting and fos-
tering civic responsibility 
among the citizens.

The CEO also reviewed 
the arrangements for the 
Dispatch Cum Receipt 
Centre across the district 
to ensure seamless logis-
tics during the election 
process.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of  facilitating voting 
for individuals who may 
face mobility challenges or 
other barriers to traditional 

polling station attendance, 
the CEO emphasized the 
need for widespread pub-
licity regarding the home 
voting options so that no 
eligible voter is deprived of  
his democratic right.

The CEO took stock of  
arrangements in place in 
the designated polling sta-
tions at Pinglena, Kaka-
pora, and Pampore, with 
a focus on ensuring acces-
sibility and inclusivity for 
youth, women, and persons 
with disabilities (PwD).

Earlier, District Election 
Officer (DEO), Dr Basharat 
Qayoom, through a Power-
Point Presentation, pre-
sented the district profile 
and overall arrangements 
in place for free, fair and 
smooth conduct of  elec-
tions in the district. He 
said that all ECI guidelines 
are being implemented in 
letter and spirit in the dis-
trict and efforts are being 
made to ensure maximum 
participation of  voters in 
the festival of  democracy. 
He also briefed about the 
functioning of  MCMC, 
deployment of  SST, FST, 
VVT and teams, arrange-
ments for senior citizens 
and PwDs voters in the 
district.

SSPs of  Pulwama and 
Awantipora, briefed about 
overall security arrange-
ments being put in place 
for smooth conduct of  elec-
tions in the district.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Ahead of  
Polling for Srinagar Lok 
Sabha Seat, the District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat, who is also 
the Returning Officer (RO) 
for 02-Srinagar Parliamen-
tary Constituency Tuesday 
flagged-off  Polling Teams 
for ‘Vote from Home’ facil-
itation of  senior citizens 
and PwDs of  Srinagar 
District from the DC Office 
Complex, here.

Nodal Officer, SVEEP 
(J&K), Athar Hussain 
Qazi; Deputy District Elec-
tion Officer, Srinagar, Mir 
Imtiyaz ul Aziz; Nodal 
Officer SVEEP, A.H Fani 
and other Senior Officials 
of  District Administra-
tion and District Election 
Authority were present on 
the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DEO Srinagar briefed 
that the Polling teams will 
facilitate Vote from Home 
(VfH) for the eligible Elder-
ly Voters and Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs) in con-
nection with the upcoming 
Lok Sabha Election-2024 
in respect of  all Eight (08) 
Assembly Segments in 
02-Srinagar Parliamentary 
Constituency.

He added that alto-

gether about 292 eligible 
willing voters of  the Dis-
trict including 202 Senior 
Citizens who are above 85 
years and 90 Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs) will 
exercise their franchise 
using postal ballots at their 
respective homes/places.

The DEO further said 
that the Election Com-
mission of  India (ECI) 

has taken a historic ini-
tiative which is a major 
step towards promoting 
inclusive and accessible 
elections by extending the 
Vote from Home facility 
to senior citizens above 85 
years and PwDs.

He underlined that 
Home Voting facility has 
provided an opportunity 
for several senior citizens 

and PwDs to exercise their 
right to vote through postal 
ballots in Lok Sabha Elec-
tion-2024 minimizing their 
difficulties of  travelling to 
the Polling Stations.

The DEO said that the 
facility has helped in pro-
moting equal opportunities 
for all and ensuring that 
no one is left behind in the 
electoral process.

He further added that 
Eighteen (18) Polling teams 
each consisting of  one Poll-
ing Officer, one polling 
official, a Micro-observer, 
a videographer and a team 
of  security personnel 
began visiting the houses 
of  the willing Voters (who 
have given consent to the 
District Election Office) 
since today morning and 
has been scheduled for 7th, 
08th and 9th May, 2024.

He instructed the poll-
ing teams to take utmost 
care to ensure free and fair 
voting adhering strictly to 
the instructions and guide-
lines of  the Election Com-
mission of  India.

Earlier, the DEO held a 
meeting cum interaction 
session with all the eigh-
teen (18) Polling teams in 
the Meeting Hall of  the 
DC Office Complex and 
flagged-off  the teams for 
Vote from Home facilita-
tion in Srinagar District.

DLSA conducts awareness programme on Electoral Literacy in Kulan
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In order 
to spread electoral literacy 
amongst the voters, the Dis-
trict Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Ganderbal in col-
laboration with the Education 
Department, Ganderbal Tues-
day organized an awareness 
program at Govt. Boys Higher 
Secondary School, Kullan, 
Gund.

The event was held under 
the aegis of  J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority and also 
under the insightful direc-
tions and overall supervi-
sion of  Ritesh Kumar Dubey, 
Chairman DLSA Ganderbal 
and Secretary DLSA Gander-
bal, Nusrat Ali Hakak.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Nusrat Ali Hakak, Senior 
Judge/Secretary DLSA Gan-
derbal, in her presidential 
address said that the aim 
of  the program is to spread 
awareness among the masses 
about the importance of  exer-
cising their constitutional 
right to vote.

She also informed partici-
pants to raise further awareness 
regarding their right to vote as 
guaranteed under Indian con-
stitution. She said that the age 
to cast votes has been decreased 
from 21 years to 18 years so that 
more and more people partici-
pate for the changes they want 
to see in their country for its 
betterment.

Chief  Education Officer, 
Ganderbal,  Surjeet Kumar 
Sharma informed the partici-
pants about the various ini-
tiatives taken by the Election 
Commission of  India (ECI) to 
increase voter turnout and 
insisted one and all for their 
participation.

District Nodal officer, 
SVEEP,  Romysa Sangeen 
highlighted the importance 
of  SVEEP activities in creat-
ing awareness about electoral 
participation and educated 
students about the importance 
of  voting and their role in the 
democratic process and asked 
all particularly females to par-
ticipate.

Pr. Govt. Boys Hr. Second-

ary School, Kullan, Mohammad 
Maqbool Dar, deliberated on the 
importance of  every single vote.

The students actively partic-
ipated in the programme and 
also pledged to become active 
voters and encourage others to 
do the same.

Students of  various Schools 

also spoke on the occasion and 
threw light on the right to vote, 
in which Ifshana Salam of  Govt. 
Boys Hr. Secondary School, 
Kulan, Asim Malik of  Govt. 
Boys High Secondary School, 
Gagnigair and Rabia of  Govt. 
Girls High School, Sonamarg 
were adjudged first, second and 

third, respectively.
A painting competition 

under Systematic Voters Educa-
tion and Electoral Participation 
(SVEEP) was also held, as many 
as 11 students participated in 
the painting competition in 
which Faizan Ahmad of  Govt. 
Boys Hr. Secondary School, 

Kulan, Tasleema Khatoon, 
of  Govt. Boys Hr. Secondary 
School, Kulan and Amina Bano 
of  Middle School, Balti Kulan, 
were adjudged first, second and 
third respectively.

Apart from Painting and 
debate Competition, voter 
awareness rally under SVEEP 

campaign was also held and 
was flagged-off  by Secretary, 
DLSA Ganderbal along with 
Chief  Education Officer, Gan-
derbal and District Nodal offi-
cer, SVEEP.

The Faculty members, along 
with hundreds of  students of  
school and local women partici-
pated in the rally, which began 
from School premises and cul-
minated at Zirpora Kulan.

The students of  the School 
and local women raised Elector-
al Literacy related slogans. The 
objective of  the awareness rally 
was to encourage the general 
public to vote in upcoming Lok 
Sabha Elections in large num-
bers, motivate the young voters 
to participate in the electoral 
process without any hesitation 
and ensure maximum voter 
turnout to help in strengthen-
ing the core values of  Indian 
democracy.

The programme was also 
attended by CDPO, Kangan, 
Shahzada, Faculty members 
of  School, Anganwadi and 
Aaya Workers, Students, Local 
women, etc.

Lok Sabha Elections

Postal Ballot Voting 
begins in Budgam 
segments under 
Srinagar PC

SVEEP

YS&S Anantnag 
organizes Cycling event to 
promote Voter Awareness

Gandhi College organizes Annual 
Cross Country Run for Girls

DLSA Budgam promotes 
Voter Education under 
SVEEP Campaign

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In a spirited 
effort to foster voter aware-
ness and active civic partic-
ipation, the Youth Services 
and Sports (YS&S) in col-
laboration with the Nodal 
Officer SVEEP (System-
atic Voters’ Education and 
Electoral Participation) 
Anantnag, orchestrated 
an exhilarating cycle race 
in the picturesque locale of  
Anantnag.

The event, held under 
the auspices of  the SVEEP, 
exemplifies a unique con-
vergence of  sportsmanship 
and civic duty.

Against the backdrop of  
the breath-taking scenery 
of  Anantnag, enthusiastic 
participants from across 
the region fervently ped-
aled through the verdant 

landscapes, not only com-
peting for victory but also 
amplifying the clarion call 
for informed and active 
citizenship.

The collaborative effort 
between the Youth Services 
and Sports and the Nodal 
Officer SVEEP Anantnag 
underscores the impor-
tance of  synergizing diverse 
sectors in the pursuit of  a 
more engaged and partici-
pative electorate. By lever-
aging the universal appeal 
of  sports, we endeavor to 
catalyze meaningful dia-
logues and inspire collec-
tive action towards building 
a stronger, more inclusive 
democracy.

Together, let us con-
tinue to pedal towards a 
future where every voice 
is heard, and every vote 
counts.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Gandhi Col-
lege Tuesday hosted its 
Annual Cross Country 
Run for female students.

The 5-kilometer race 
was flagged-off  by the 
Principal of  the College, 
Prof  A. Wahid Makhdoomi 
at 7.07AM from Duck Park 
foreshore road.

Over 60 girl students 
lined up at the starting line, 
ready to test their endur-
ance and skills. The course 
took runners through the 
foreshore road, winding 
along the edge of  the Dal 
Lake.

Second-Semester stu-
dent Umaira Jan finished 
in first place, completing 
the course in an impres-
sive time of  25 minutes 
and 22 seconds.   Umaira, 
an accomplished long-dis-
tance runner, pulled ahead 
of  the pack early on and 
maintained a steady pace 
to secure the victory.

“I'm thrilled to have won 
the cross country run,” 
said Umaira. “The train-
ing has really paid off, and 

I am proud to represent 
Gandhi College. This is 
just the start - I'm looking 
forward to more competi-
tions in the future,” she 
added.

Second and third place 
went to Muskaan Rehman 
and Huriya Nazir of  2nd 
and 4th Semesters respec-
tively. The top finishers 
received trophies and cer-
tificates in recognition of  
their achievements. Two 
consolation prizes were 
bagged by Soliha Tariq and 
Mewish Showla respec-
tively.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Principal of  the 
College lauded the role of  
the faculty and the sup-
porting staff  of  the col-
lege for making the event 
a great success.

Further, he said that the 
event showcased the talent 
and athleticism of  Gandhi 
College's female student 
body and the annual cross 
country run continues to 
be an important tradition 
that promotes fitness, Col-
lege spirit, and healthy 
competition.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The process of  
postal ballot voting began 
Tuesday at Budgam, mark-
ing an important step in 
ensuring that all eligible 
voters, especially employ-
ees in essential services 
who may not be able to 
attend polling stations 
on election day, have the 
opportunity to exercise 
their democratic rights.

To oversee the smooth 
execution of  the postal 
ballot voting at Boys 
Higher Secondary School 
Budgam, the District 
Election Officer Budgam, 
Akshay Labroo visited 
the facilitation centre for 
postal ballot.

The DEO underscored 
the commitment to ensur-
ing a free and fair voting 
process for all eligible 
voters.

He said, the facilitation 
centre is well-organized, pro-
viding a streamlined process 
for employees on essential 
duty to cast their votes and 
to strengthen democracy.

As per the guidelines of  
ECI, the District Administra-
tion has worked diligently 
to assist voters to cast their 
vote via postal ballot while 
maintaining the required 
guidelines of  the postal 
ballot system, he added.

He said the initiation 
of  postal ballot voting in 
Budgam demonstrates 
inclusive participation of  
all in the electoral process.

The DEO said that as the 
voting period at the Postal 
Voting Centre continues 
for three consecutive days 
for the segments falling 
under Srinagar PC i.e., 7th, 
8th and 9th of  May, District 
Administration Budgam 
will maintain its efforts.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: In order to 
promote, encourage voter 
literacy and participation 
of  voters in the electoral 
process, the District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) 
Budgam under the aegis of  
JKLSA Tuesday organized 
awareness programme 
at ADR Center Budgam 
under SVEEP (System-
atic Voter’s Education and 
Electoral Participation) 
initiative.

The programme was 
organized by District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) 
under the guidance of  
Khalil Ahmad Choudhary, 
Chairman DLSA Budgam 
and under the supervi-
sion of  Jehangir Ahmad 
Bakshi, Secretary DLSA 

Budgam.
The programme wit-

nessed the participa-
tion of  Jehangir Ahmad 
Bakshi Secretary DLSA; 
Shahrooq Ahmad Bhat, 
Deputy LADC; Adv. Zafer 
Mehdi, Feroz Ahmad Mir 
trained Mediator, Rouf  
Ahmad Assistant LADC, 
Adv Aarizo, Adv Moham-
mad Iqbal Wani, members 
of  bar, Panel Lawyers, 
staff  members of  DLSA 
Budgam, and PLVs of  
DLSA Budgam.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Secretary DLSA 
Budgam highlighted the 
importance of  Right to 
Vote in a democracy. He 
also explained precau-
tions and necessary steps 
to be followed by the voters 
while casting their vote.

MVD B'pora organises Counselling 
programme for Drivers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Motor 
Vehicles Department 
(MVD) Bandipora on 
Monday organized mul-
tiple awareness pro-
grammes regarding ill 
effects of  drug abuse and 
road safety at various 
Sumo stands of  Sumbal 
Sub-Division including 
Sumo Stand Hajin, Chinar 

Sumo Stand Sumbal and 
Sheikh ul Aalam Sumo 
Stand Sumbal.

During the aware-
ness programmes, ARTO 
Bandipora, Anis Ahmed 
sensitized drivers about 
ill effects of  drug abuse, 
and also provided aware-
ness to the drivers about 
road safety and the need 
to implement road safety 
measures.
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Polls Ahead

Massive rallies, road 
shows mark election 
fervor in Sgr PC

Killing of IAF corporal: Search 

operation intensified in Jammu

NAVEED UL HAQ

BUDGAM: With the par-
liamentary election in 
Srinagar Parliament seat 
just around the corner, the 
election fervor reaches new 
heights as the political par-
ties particularly National 
Conference (NC), People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
and Jammu Kashmir Apni 
Party lead the charge with 
massive rallies and road 
shows across the parlia-
mentary constituency.

Aagainst the backdrop 
of  colorful banners and 
enthusiastic supporters, 
the voter's of  Budgam echo 
a unified sentiment – a vote 
for development, quality 
education, and an end to 
unemployment.

Local residents of  
Budgam district have made 
their priorities clear, empha-
sizing the critical need for 
initiatives that foster growth 
and prosperity.

“We want leaders who 
will prioritize development 
projects, ensure access to 
quality education for our 
children, and address the 
pressing issue of  unem-
ployment,” states Danish, 
a first time voter from 
Budgam.

As candidates vie for 

attention and support, the 
voters remain steadfast in 
their demand for tangible 
solutions to the challenges 
facing their communities.

The electorate of  
Budgam stands poised to 
make their voices heard.

As political parties 
intensify their efforts to 
win over voters, the focus 
remains squarely on the 
issues that matter most to 
the people.

During the campaign-
ing, National Conference's 
candidate has been claim-
ing that they are contest-
ing elections with the aim 

of  mobilizing the political 
space, which was not pro-
vided in the last five years 
while PDP's Waheed Parra 
emphasized the need to 
overcome fear and mobi-
lize citizens to vote for 
change.

In the last couple of  
days, Budgam has wit-
nessed a flurry of  cam-
paigning activities as can-
didates make their final 
appeals to the electorate.

In the ongoing race, both 
the National Conference 
and the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party are leading 
the charge with rallies and 

road shows. Additionally, 
the Apni Party, DPAP, and 
various independent can-
didates have been observed 
canvassing for votes.

"The outcome of  this 
election will not only deter-
mine the representation of  
Budgam in the Parliament 
but also shape the trajec-
tory of  development and 
progress in district for 
years to come; everyone 
should participate actively 
in voting and vote wisely so 
that the best candidate can 
reach to the parliament,” 
said Abdul Rashid, a local 
resident.

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Security forces 
have intensified the search 
operations in the twin-bor-
der districts of  Poonch and 
Rajouri in Jammu region 
to track down the terrorists 
responsible for attacking 
an IAF convoy that claimed 
the life of  a corporal rank 
personnel, officials said on 
Tuesday.

The agencies have also 
expanded the scope of  
operation to various areas 
of  Doda, Udhampur, and 
Kathua districts to track 
down two groups of  terror-
ists involved in the killing 
of  a village defence guard 
(VDG) in the Basangarh 
area on April 28.

Terrorists targeted an 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
convoy in the Shaistar area 
of  Poonch district, result-
ing in the killing of  an IAF 
corporal and injuries to 
four others on Saturday.

Armed with surveil-
lance equipment, including 

drones and sniffer dogs, the 
search operation, which 
entered the fourth day on 
Tuesday, has been intensi-
fied in Shahsitar, Gursai, 
Sanai, Lasana, and Sheen-
dara top in the Surankote 
belt and adjoining areas in 
Poonch district, officials 
said.

While some dense forest 
areas have been scanned 
and routes towards Kash-
mir have been plugged, 
there has been no trace 
of  the terrorists involved 
in the attacks so far, they 
added.

Twenty-two people have 
been detained for question-
ing and the authorities are 
reviewing some CCTV foot-
age for leads, they said.

Posters offering a cash 
reward of  Rs 20 lakh for 
any information leading to 
the arrest of  the two indi-
viduals, believed to be the 
prime suspects, have been 
put up in Surankote, they 
said.

In Rajouri, security 

forces have launched a 
fresh search operation and 
put troops on alert follow-
ing reports of  suspected 
movement of  two people in 
Sada and Kandi areas that 
have been cordoned off.

Security measures 
have been tightened with 
increased checking of  
vehicles on busy roads, 
especially on the Jammu 
Rajouri-Poonch national 
highway, which is vital for 
the twin districts of  Rajouri 
and Poonch -- part of  the 
Anantnag parliamentary 
constituency going to polls 
on May 25, they said.

On April 28, a village 
defence guard (VDG) was 
killed in a brief  encoun-
ter with terrorists in the 
remote Panara village in 
Udhampur district.

Security agencies have 
expanded the scope of  the 
search operation to various 
areas of  Doda, Udhampur, 
and Kathua districts to 
track down the terrorists.

The ongoing search 

operation, which entered 
its 10th day on Tuesday, 
has been extended to the 
Bhalessa areas of  Doda 
district, while operations 
continue in Basantgarh, 
Dudu, Bani, and Seoj areas 
of  Udhampur and Kathua 
districts, officials said.

However, there has been 
no breakthrough in the 
search so far, they said.

Additional Director 
General of  Police (Jammu 
zone) Anand Jain had earli-
er said that the two groups 
of  terrorists are believed 
to be present in the area 
after recently infiltrating 
from across the border, 
with each group consisting 
of  four and six members, 
respectively.

The twin districts have 
witnessed several major ter-
rorist attacks in the past two 
years, indicating a resur-
gence of  terror activities in 
the region, which was once 
declared terrorism-free and 
remained peaceful between 
2003 and 2021.

Subject To Favourable Weather

Only Bemina bypass 
flyover to be completed 
by May-end

Decade on

Zaffran colony-Pampore 
road in dilapidated condition

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: One of  the 
three under-construction 
flyovers on the busiest 
Pantha Chowk-Parimpora 
highway in Srinagar is all 
set to be completed by May 
end, said an official from 
R&B department.

The work on the three 
flyovers which is expected 
to ease traffic congestion 
on the busy intersections 
of  Bemina, Sanat Nagar 
and Nowgam is going on 
for the last few years.

The official said the 
Bemina Bypass flyover will 
be the first to be completed 
by the end of  May.

“Despite challenges 
including inclement 
weather and logistical 
hurdles, progress on the 
bypass bridge has been 
steady, raising hopes for a 
timely inauguration that 
will alleviate congestion 
and streamline traffic flow 
in the area,” he said.

“If  weather remains 
favorable, the bridge is to 

be completed by May end, 
and the earth filling has 
been completed. If  it rains, 
the earth filling has to be 
stopped and can be contin-
ued after three days,” said 
an official,

He said the rains dis-
rupted work in April and 
only three working shifts 
was carried out as earth 
filling was stopped. Subject 
to favourable weather, the 
bridge will be completed 
in due course of  time,” he 
added.

The Nowgam project is 
slated for completion by 
June while Sanath Nagar 
bridge construction will be 
completed by late Decem-
ber 2024 or January 2025.

“Despite facing vari-
ous challenges includ-
ing terrain difficulties 
and weather constraints, 
efforts are underway to 
ensure the timely delivery 
of  all three essential infra-
structure projects,” said an 
official from R&B heading 
the inspection work of  the 
Bridges—(KNO)

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Residents of  
Zaffron Colony, Srinagar 
have voiced their concerns 
over the deteriorating con-
dition of  the road connect-
ing their neighbourhood 
to Pampore town alleging 
that the road is in sham-
bles since the past over a 
decade now causing huge 
inconvenience to residents.

The road, which has 
been neglected for a long 
time, has reached a critical 
state of  disrepair, prompt-
ing urgent calls for imme-
diate action from local 
authorities.

The aggrieved locals 
said the condition of  the 
road has become a matter 
of  grave concern for them.

Haji Abdul Gaffar 
Rather, a community leader 

and numberdar said it's not 
just about inconvenience 
but safety of  commuters. 
“We fear for the well-being 
of  commuters, especially 
during adverse weather 
conditions,” he added.

Echoing these senti-
ments, Masjid President 
Muhammad Ismail high-
lighted the inconvenience 
caused by the dilapidated 
road.

We rely heavily on this 
road for our daily com-
mute and transportation 
needs. But the condition of  
the road poses a significant 
risk to us all,” he said.

The locals urged the 
Deputy Commissioner of  
Srinagar and other rele-
vant authorities to priori-
tise the repair of  Zaffron 
Colony to Pampore Road—
(KNO)

Looting people in Bollywood-style

Jammu police arrests main 
accused from Trikuta Nagar

Pending Traffic Violations

Spl magistrate Traffic to 
hold Lok Adalat on May 11

AGENCIES

JAMMU:  Jammu police 
have arrested a person 
allegedly involved in loot-
ing common people in 
the name of  giving them 
lift and then looting their 
money by threatening to 
kill them.

The accused person has 
been identified as Arjun 
Sharma, alias Glotu, son of  
Vinod Sharma, a resident 
of  Rajinder Bazar, Jammu 
and was arrested from Tri-
kuta Nagar.

According to the police, 
he along with his wife 
and another accused was 
involved in several acts 
of  loot and was wanted in 
around 18 FIRs in different 
police stations of  Jammu 
district.

Acting on these com-
plaints, Station House 
Officer (SHO) Bus Stand 
police station, Vikas Dogra 
arrested Arjun Sharma 
from Trikuta Nagar area 
of  Jammu. “There were 
around 18 cases registered 

against Sharma and finally 
he was arrested from Tri-
kuta Nagar,” SHO said.

Giving details, police 
said that during the 
course of  investigation it 
was found that Sharma 
was parking his car on 
B.C. Road Jammu and 
was looking for potential 
people who were travel-
ling out of  Jammu towards 
Udhampur and beyond,” 
the police said.

“The modus operandi 
was that Arjun Sharma 
was telling people that he 
is travelling towards Pat-
nitop and will provide the 
lift to the person. After 
convincing the person, 
he was taking the vehicle 
towards Narwal side in the 
name of  picking his wife, 
namely Priya. After that 
Glotu with the help of  his 
wife and another person 
namely Pumma used to 
loot the person by threat-
ening to kill with the sharp 
edged weapons which they 
were carrying,” the police 
added—(KNO)

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: As a con-
certed effort to tackle the 
mounting issue of  pend-
ing traffic violations, the 
Special Mobile Magistrate 
Traffic Court Kashmir has 
announced Lok Adalat for 
May 11.

A closer examination of  
the challan data has shown 
thousands of  individuals 
have been asked to address 
their pending challans. 
These infractions encom-
pass a wide spectrum of  
offences with fines ranging 
from a nominal Rs. 100 to  
Rs 10,000 and beyond per 
person.

Further, the data 
showed some individuals 
find themselves with as 
many as 12, 10 or 9 out-
standing challans, signify-
ing recurrent violations of  
traffic laws. The cumula-
tive sum of  fines accrued 

by these offenders is esti-
mated to run into lakhs.

The Lok Adalat serves 
as the final recourse for 
individuals burdened with 
multiple pending traf-
fic challans. “Failure to 
appear on the specified 
date could result in the 
drastic measure of  recom-
mending the cancellation 
of  vehicle registration 
certificates (RCs) for the 
violators,” reads an offi-
cial public notice, issued 
by Traffic Police Rural 
Kashmir.

“In emphasizing the 
paramount importance of  
adhering to traffic regula-
tions, the court underscores 
the critical role of  motorists 
in maintaining road safety. 
All summoned individuals 
are urged to ensure their 
presence on the designated 
date to resolve their pending 
challans,” it reads further—
(KNO)

Man booked for using VPN in 
Rajouri, third such case in 2 days

Inter-school Zonal Level 
Competitions continues 
across G'bal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In contin-
uation to organising inter-
school Zonal level com-
petition, vibrant sporting 
events were held across the 
district in which talented 
young athletes showcased 
their skills and passion on 
the field.

Zone Ganderbal took 
the lead by organizing a 
dynamic zonal level Foot-
ball competition for boys 
under-14 category.

The event, which took 
place for the second con-
secutive day, witnessed 91 
students from Zone Gan-
derbal exhibit their prowess 
and dedication in the game.

Meanwhile, in Zone 
Kangan, another exhilarat-
ing inter-school Zonal level 
football competition unfold-
ed, attracting approximate-
ly 176 young athletes from 
across the zone.

These competitions serve 
as crucial platforms to nur-

ture and develop talent, 
gearing up participants for 
future district-level compe-
titions where all zones will 
converge in friendly yet 
competitive matches.

In parallel, Zone Tul-
lamulla played host to an 
enthralling inter school 
Zonal level Handball com-
petition at GHSS Tullam-
ulla and Football competi-
tion at MS Guzhama and 
GMS Kurag.

The events garnered 
a significant turnout of  
enthusiastic student par-
ticipants, highlighting 
the growing interest and 
enthusiasm for sports in 
the district.

District Youth Services 
and Sports Officer (DYSSO) 
Ganderbal expressed his 
appreciation for all stake-
holders involved, acknowl-
edging their relentless 
efforts and unwavering 
commitment to fostering 
a culture of  sports among 
the youth.

AGENCIES

JAMMU: A man in Rajouri dis-
trict was booked on Tuesday for 
using virtual private network 
(VPN) which was banned last 
month by the district administra-
tion, officials said. This was the 
third such instance when a case was 
registered against a man in Jammu 
and Kashmir's Rajouri district for 
using VPN in the last two days.

In an order issued on April 24, 
Additional District Magistrate of  
Rajouri Rajeev Kumar Khajuria 
ordered immediate suspension of  
VPN services in the district as a 

preventive measure to protect all 
information related to the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha elections and other 
sensitive data from cyber attacks.

Officials said a police team 
was on patrolling duty on Tues-
day when during routine frisk-
ing in Dharamsal area, a man 
was found to be using banned 
VPN on his mobile phone.

During investigation, it was 
found that Mohammed Dishan 
of  Brehvi area of  Kalakote tehsil 
had downloaded and installed 
three VPN softwares on his 
phone, thus violating the district 
magistrate's order, they said.

Ganderbal Villagers aghast over 

choked irrigation canal
RAJA SYED RATHER

GANDERBAL: The 
residents of  Tehlipora 
area of  Harran in Gan-
derbal have expressed 
resentment over the 
choking of  a vital irri-
gation canal in the 
area.

The inhabitants 
said that the irrigation 
canal, which passes 
near their houses, has 
been choked due to 

dumping of  garbage.
“We make a fervent 

appeal to the Irriga-
tion and Flood Control 
department to direct 
the concerned officials 
to undertake restora-
tion of  the canal,” they 
said.

A local resident 
said that they many a 
times approached the 
concerned officials 
but no steps were 
taken to clean and 

restore the irrigation 
canal.

“We request the 
concerned depart-
ment to take neces-
sary action of  clean-
ing and desilting of  
this canal so that it 
is preserved and the 
fields get proper irri-
gation,” he said.

When contacted, 
AEE I&FC SA Qadri, 
said, “We don't have 
adequate funds avail-

able, EC bags have 
been put for safety. The 
convergence, desilting 
work has to be taken by 
the Block Development 
Department; they have 
started work at some 
places.”

Despite repeated 
attempts the concerned 
BDO couldn’t be con-
tacted for the comments 
as he didn't respond to 
the phone calls from 
this reporter—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Peak Summer Tourism

T
he Lieutenant Governor of the 
Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir must be wholeheart-
edly appreciated for putting in 
relentless efforts to uplift the 

tourism sector in Kashmir valley as well as 
in the Jammu region. Every year the foot-
fall of tourists breaks the record of last 
year's tourism footfall. This is heartening 
and can easily attract a lot of investment 
in the tourism sector in Kashmir.
At the peak of summer in the plains of 
India the hotels in Kashmir are witness-
ing full bookings till June end. This is 
great news for the union territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir and the administra-
tion led by LG Manoj Sinha deserves due 
accolades for that.
However, a few concerns remain. One 
is obviously about the high-priced tick-
ets which goofs up the local citizens of 
Kashmir working outside and prevents 
them from visiting home on important 
religious festivals. This high rise in air-
fare has also goofed up the prospective 
upstart middle-class traveler from the 
Indian plains. This overloading by air-
lines has the potential to single-hand-
edly divert this footfall to other regions 
of the country or even to some foreign 
destinations - airfares to a lot of foreign 
destinations is cheaper as compared to 
airfare to Srinagar from the main Indian 
cities like Mumbai and Bengaluru.
The second main concern is about the 
lesser number of foreign tourists. Ladakh 
still gets many times more number of 
foreign tourists as compared to Kashmir. 
The administration needs to be put in 
serious efforts to divert that tourist rush 
towards Kashmir. It is very much doable 
and the establishment has to generate 
a proactive innovative strategy to this 
end without antagonizing the tourism 
players in the Ladakh region.
One must again thank LG Manoj Sinha for 
uplifting the tourism scenario in the Kash-
mir valley but as stated above there is still 
a lot of ground to cover before we will have 
thousands of foreign prospective tourists 
prioritising Kashmir as their number one 
go-to place in south Asia. 

Indira Gandhi's Tyranny

The Psychosis Behind India's Darkest Emergency

PROF. JASIM MOHAMMAD

I
t has been five decades since the 
imposition of  Internal Emergen-
cy in India by the Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi. This period, 
spanning from June 25th, 1975 

to Mwarch 21st, 1977, is often remem-
bered as one of  the darkest chapters 
in independent India's history. During 
the entire 21 months period, democracy 
was suspended, and over 100,000 citi-
zens were arrested and detained with-
out due cause or trial. Civil rights were 
suspended, and freedom of  speech and 
expression were severely curtailed. The 
imposition of  Emergency was akin to 
the murder of  democracy. Democracy 
thrives on the principles of  transpar-
ency, accountability, and the rule of  law. 
By suspending civil liberties, muzzling 
dissent, and centralizing power under 
her regime, Indira Gandhi undermined 
these fundamental tenets of  democracy. 
The suspension of  habeas corpus meant 
that citizens could be detained without 
trial, depriving them of  their basic right 
to due process. Freedom of  speech and 
expression were stifled, with censorship 
imposed on the press and political oppo-
nents silenced through intimidation and 
imprisonment. Such actions infringed 
upon the rights of  individuals and also 
eroded the very essence of  democracy.

Many more faced intimidation and 
harassment from both police and 
extrajudicial actors acting in the gov-
ernment's interest. The severe infringe-
ment of  civil liberties and human rights 
during the Emergency, wherein several 
individuals from various backgrounds 
were subjected to intimidation and tor-
ture merely for their ideological beliefs 
or perceived affiliations. Hon’ble Gover-
nor of  Haryana, Shri Bandaru Dattatra-
ya shared a tryst, quoting him, “In jail, 
I met people of  different ideologies and 
even Naxalites, who had been arrested 
under the MISA. Former Union Minis-
ters Bangaru Laxman, A Narendra, N 
Narasimha Reddy, former Labour Min-
ister of  Telangana, Mohammad Abdul 
Aziz, chief  of  Andhra Pradesh unit of  
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, Cherabanda Raju 
and Varavara Rao were also in our jail. 
There were many others as well belong-
ing to different ideologies and outfits 
including Anand Marg but all united 
in protesting against the Emergency,”.

“The police were not ready to give up 
in my case. They continued questioning 
and torturing me, disclosing my identity 
and sharing information about others. 
Police wanted to know: How many more 
friends were in my group? Where were 
their hideouts? Where is your printing 
press? What is the source of  finances? 
What is your communication network? 
These were the questions the police 
were putting to me quite often. For 

three days, I did not share anything 
with them,” Shri Bandaru Dattatraya 
mentioned in his tryst.

“I used to wear kurta and pyjamas 
but had to go to pant, shirt, coat and 
tie. I did not go for any haircut. Being 
a full-time worker of  the RSS, I was 
very particular about my dress code 
but adopted the western dress out of  
sheer compulsion. I changed my name 
to Dharmendra and went underground 
and kept mobilizing the people for agita-
tion against the Emergency. That time 
all newspapers were censored and only 
government news was published. People 
were not able to know what was hap-
pening outside. So, we started a bulletin 
with facts and distributed them among 
the people secretly.” he mentioned

The government heavily censored 
and controlled the national press, while 
also exerted substantial influence over 
foreign media outlets. The primary tool 
for enforcing this totalitarian control 
was information and communication 
technologies (ICTs), including radio, 
television, cinema, and public notices. 
With government ownership of  radio 
and television, these platforms were 
utilized to propagate the government's 
narrative efficiently. Other forms of  
media, such as cinema and popular 
music, were either restricted, co-opted, 
or coerced into serving as instruments 
of  government propaganda. The gov-
ernment leveraged these technologies to 
disseminate official propaganda, often 
accompanied by thinly veiled threats to 
ensure compliance. Dissent was swiftly 
suppressed, sometimes through violent 
means. New laws and amendments fur-
ther augmented government control 
over the media, enabling surveillance, 
censorship, and the dissemination of  
government-approved viewpoints. By 
monopolizing radio waves, cinema, and 
telecommunication media, the govern-
ment rapidly transformed a democratic 
state into a totalitarian regime.

The culmination of  events leading to 
the declaration of  the Emergency began 
on June 12, 1975, when the Allahabad 
High Court found Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi guilty of  electoral malpractices 

during the 1971 elections. In response, 
opposition parties and the media 
demanded her resignation. However, 
Mrs. Gandhi appealed the verdict in the 
Supreme Court, which granted a con-
ditional stay, allowing her to retain her 
position as Prime Minister but barring 
her from voting in Parliament until the 
case concluded. Following this ruling, 
Indira Gandhi and her close advisors 
swiftly devised plans to ensure her 
continued hold on power. On June 18, 
members of  the Congress party pledged 
unwavering loyalty to Mrs. Gandhi's 
leadership, with party president D.K. 
Barooah famously proclaiming, "Indira 
is India and India is Indira," reminis-
cent of  totalitarian declarations from 
history. Siddhartha Shankar Ray, a key 
member of  Mrs. Gandhi's inner circle 
and Chief  Minister of  West Bengal, cir-
culated detailed strategies for declaring 
an "Internal Emergency." 

Justification for this drastic measure 
cantered on alleged threats to India's 
national security and destabilization 
efforts by external and internal adver-
saries. Lists were compiled identifying 
opposition leaders, union activists, and 
media personnel for potential arrest at 
short notice. Detailed plans for media 
censorship were meticulously crafted, 
with loyalists of  Mrs. Gandhi's party and 
state chief  ministers being summoned 
to meetings in New Delhi to inform 
them of  forthcoming actions under the 
guise of  national security. By June 25, 
arrangements for the mass arrests of  
political figures and others deemed as 
threats to stability were finalized, with 
final discussions taking place at Mrs. 
Gandhi's aide, R.K. Dhawan's office. 
On the night of  June 25, Mrs. Gandhi, 
accompanied by Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray, met with President Fakhruddin 
Ali Ahmed and urged him to declare an 
"Internal Emergency," citing supposed 
threats to India's national security and 
stability. President Ahmed, who owed 
his position to Mrs. Gandhi's influence, 
consented and signed the proclamation 
of  internal emergency under Article 
352(1)2 of  the Constitution around 11:45 
PM, June 25, 1975.

This period witnessed a sharp devia-
tion from democratic norms. The fun-
damental rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution were suspended, and 
existing laws were amended to consoli-
date control within a small circle loyal 
to Indira Gandhi, suppressing dissent. 
Media and communication technologies 
were exploited to perpetuate the Emer-
gency, mirroring strategies utilized by 
authoritarian regimes worldwide. The 
democratic system, which had oper-
ated relatively successfully for more 
than 25 years, was eclipsed. India faced 
two unprecedented political crises: one 
marked by deterioration and another 
concerning democracy. The initial crisis 
was temporarily halted by the events 
that triggered the subsequent crisis 
focused on democratic values.

 The scars left by the suspension 
of  democracy ran deep, prompting a 
collective introspection on the fragil-
ity of  democratic institutions and the 
importance of  safeguarding civil liber-
ties. Indira Gandhi's ruthless suspen-
sion of  democracy was nothing short 
of  a betrayal of  the very ideals that 
the nation was built upon. The Indian 
populace suffered under the iron fist 
of  a regime that cared little for human 
rights, civil liberties, or basic decen-
cy. Dissent was crushed, opposition 
silenced, and the voices of  the people 
were drowned out by the roar of  gov-
ernment propaganda. Under the guise 
of  national security, Indira Gandhi and 
her cronies trampled over the Consti-
tution, dismantled democratic institu-
tions, and turned India into a totali-
tarian state. The arrest and torture of  
countless individuals, the suppression 
of  free speech, and the manipulation of  
the media were all tactics employed to 
maintain an oppressive grip on power. 
Lives were destroyed, families torn 
apart, and the very soul of  the nation 
was bruised and battered. 

The youth of  India are eager to 
understand whether the imposition of  
the Emergency in 1975 was justified or 
not. To enlighten the younger genera-
tion, including college and university 
students, it is imperative to organize 
seminars and conferences where indi-
viduals who experienced the effects of  
the Emergency can share their experi-
ences and insights. These events will 
help raise awareness, much like the 
Center for Narendra Modi Studies, a 
think tank for global research that will 
host a national conclave on the 50th anni-
versary of  the Dark Emergency in India 
on June 26, 2024 at India International 
Centre, New Delhi. Overall, Imposing an 
emergency was not a noble act; rather, 
Indira Gandhi's motives were driven 
by self-interest rather than the welfare 
of  the nation. She prioritized her own 
power over the rights and freedoms of  
the Indian people. This entire period of  
Emergency is a dark stain in the history 
of  India and every time reminding us of  
the dangers of  unchecked power and the 
erosion of  democratic principles.

Author is Professor in Comparative 
Literature and the Chairman of Centre for 

Narendra Modi Studies (CNMS). He can be 
mailed at profjasimmd@gmail.com 

Family - The Source Of Strength

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

L
ife is an exhilarat-
ing adventure full 
of  joys and difficul-
ties, successes, and 
failures. The tests 

and challenges that life throws 
at people are some of  the hard-
est moments for them. Family 
comfort and support are cru-
cial during such times. Family 
may provide a safety net of  
love, understanding, and sup-
port, which is why the proverb 
“In the time of  the test, family 
is the best” still holds today. 
This article will look at the 
applicability of  this proverb, 
its benefits, and drawbacks, 
and why the family unit is still 
so valuable.

What “AT the Time of  the 
Test, Family Is the Best” Means 
Today: The adage is extremely 
applicable in today’s quick-
paced and rather impersonal 
environment. People frequent-
ly feel vulnerable and need 
emotional assistance during 
trying times. Family members 
offer much-needed emotional 
support and a sense of  belong-
ing in these situations.

The presence of  family may 
be a guiding light during the 
darkest of  times, whether one 
is dealing with health prob-
lems, financial difficulties, 

personal disappointments, or 
any other obstacle. They pro-
vide support, understanding, 
and the confidence that one is 
not struggling alone.

The concept of  the family 
also includes non-blood rela-
tives, close friends, and even 
chosen families in addition to 
the nuclear family. The ties 
formed over time build a deep 
understanding of  one another, 
which increases the effective-
ness of  the support system 
during tough times. People can 
withstand storms and come out 
stronger thanks to the strength 
of  their family ties.

Acceptance and Love with-
out Conditions: Family mem-
bers are more inclined to 
love and support one another 
unconditionally and embrace 
each other without holding 
any judgment. This creates a 

safe space for vulnerable and 
honest emotional expression.

Emotional needs: Family 
members are the best people 
to comprehend and empathize 
with one another’s emotional 
needs. In trying times, they can 
offer a shoulder to cry on and 
offer solace.

Shared experiences and 
values: Families frequently 
have comparable shared expe-
riences and values, which pro-
vide a foundation for produc-
tive problem-solving and com-
munication.

Practical Assistance: Fami-
lies can offer practical assis-
tance in difficult circumstanc-
es, such as financial support, 
childcare, or help with every-
day chores.

Long-term Commitment: 
Family relationships are typi-
cally permanent, ensuring 

ongoing support even in the 
face of  persistent challenges.

The Drawbacks of  Depend-
ing on Family for Tests: Family 
Dysfunction: Not all families 
have harmonious dynam-
ics, and depending on family 
during trying times may some-
times make existing tensions 
or emotional problems worse.

Family emotion: Family 
members may be emotionally 
invested, which may cause 
them to give biased advice or 
be unable to provide unbiased 
solutions.

Dependency: Relying too 
much on the family to solve 
every issue might impede per-
sonal development and the 
emergence of  self-reliance.

Geographical Distinction: 
Families may be dispersed 
throughout different areas 
in today’s globalized society, 

reducing physical proximity 
and face-to-face support.

In conclusion, the phrase 
“At the time of  the test, family 
is the best” perfectly captures 
the spirit of  interpersonal 
relationships and the value 
of  having a solid support net-
work during trying times. This 
proverb’s meaning is ageless 
since it emphasizes the value of  
relying on our loved ones when 
difficulties in life become too 
much to bear.

It is impossible to overstate 
the benefits of  leaning on 
family during trials, such as 
unwavering affection, emotion-
al support, and shared experi-
ences. Family ties provide a 
cozy haven where people can 
find courage and consolation 
in the face of  tragedy.

It’s important to recognize 
the disadvantages as well, 
such as poor family relation-
ships or excessive dependency. 
Although family support is 
priceless, there are times when 
it may be important to seek out-
side opinions or professional 
assistance.

In the end, the proverb 
serves as a gentle reminder 
that family is still a crucial 
source of  stability in our lives. 
The love and connection within 
a family may be a guiding light, 
helping us get through life’s 
storms and come out stron-
ger, wiser, and more resilient, 
whether through shared laugh-
ter or shared sorrow.

The author is a faculty 
member at Faculty of  Mathe-

matics, Department of  General 
Education, SUC Sharjah, UAE
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No More Noise

Unveiling Authentic Social Media Influencers 

IMRAN MAQBOOL WANI

Don’t use Social 
Media to impress 
people, use it to 
impact people.

– Davis Willis

W
ith the development 
of  social media, genu-
inely encouraging the 
audience or showing 
their daily life is the 

most important thing. They may all 
seem similar on the surface, but to 
navigate through the subtle differ-
ences, it is important to know the 
nuances of  both. But who are those 
people who actively make a positive 
impact on society?

With social media platforms per-
vading the online space, a major 
shift in the digital landscape has 
taken place, and now many of  us are 
inclined towards being seen or identi-
fied through a socialmedia platform. 
On the positive side, it is a distraction 
from the underlying problems. On 
the negative side, it has led to a line 
blurring between genuine influence 
and the superficial. In the Kashmir 
region, the scenario is very common 
with many self-proclaimed influenc-
ers emerging, followed by much of  
their content lacking both weight 
and relevance. Hence, it is vitally 
essential to different categories with 
ones who move people for the better 
and with others who look for compli-
ments through likes and followers.

Nowadays the phenomenon of  
age ceases to be associated with the 
notion of  social media users who 
accumulate followers with their 
offline activities such as showing 
what they do and what lifestyle they 
have. However, these metrics and 
content are the most visible indica-
tors of  true influence and are not 
what defines an influential blogger 
or brand. Authentic leverage does not 
only involve achieving a job well done 
but also goes beyond that to offer a 
platform for influencing society and 
making positive changes in commu-
nities.

Today, digital media have satu-
rated the public mind with the word 
"influencer" as a label for any note-
worthy individual, mostly for their 
self-aggrandizement over shallow 
content and materialism. Above all, 
there is an increasing influence of  
unboxing content, paid content, and 
lifestyle posting on social media, which 
is rather a distortion of its true potency 
as a tool for the empowerment of  the 
marginalized and for social change. 
In this light, it has become impera-
tive to elevate the voices of  those who 
mean well and truly desire to be the 
agents of  enhancement in our societies 
through social media channels. The 
world today has moved itself  to social 
media where the influencers who are 
authentic are those who voice out their 
platform by calling for the right social 
issues, knowledge spreading, and unity 
of  people and love among people. They 
determine others to serve to lead inter-
esting and meaningful lives, they dare 
to change established norms and they 
initiate campaigns for the right forgot-
ten things. They are nothing but the 
characters of  social media as the web-
based mechanism for social good.

The increasing use of  social media 
in Kashmir has resulted in the emer-
gence of  a new kind of  influencer. 
Their uniqueness comes out of  the 
fact that they have nothing to do with 
the common social media influencers 
who value form over content. Rather 
they focus on getting the attention 
of  the public on the pressing matters 
that affect their community. The 
influencers through efficient use of  
their platform can generate motiva-
tion and encourage their followers 
to join in the actions meant to bring 
positive changes. As social media 
slowly becomes the primary source 

of  information and inspiration, the 
demand for such influencers contin-
ues to grow.

Islamic scholars act as models 
for others by leveraging their posi-
tions to spread Islamic teachings, 
promote tolerant relationships and 
open-mindedness, and eventually 
deal with the problems faced by 
the Muslim community. An out-
standing Islamic figure, Respected 
Mufti Menk, has been the source of  
immense inspiration to millions of  

Muslims around the globe as he deliv-
ers thought-provoking discourses 
and writing on Islamic principles and 
spirituality, urging them to develop 
their faith and contribute meaning-
fully to society. That endless flow 
of  shallow and self-serving content 
amid the constant stream should 
force individuals to exercise their 
critical thinking skills and use dis-
cernment. Authentic influence is not 
based on the number of  likes one gets 
or how many followers they have but 
on their capacity to move, enlighten, 
and motivate individuals. It is vital to 
employ your influence to direct atten-
tion towards the essential problems, 
empower the marginalized voices, 
and initiate the dialogs that promote 
constructive changes. 

To determine whether something 
is an influencer or not, the purpose 
and impact should be kept in mind. 

An influencer poses astounding 
power to its dedicated audience by 
involving them in action, encourag-
ing thought, and building bonds in a 
real way. They activate their spaces 
to promote causes, enlighten the 
audience, and reach out to your fol-
lowers on a deeper level. In contrast, 
producers are paid to create materi-
als such as videos, images, or writ-
ten content as they come without 
necessarily setting any persuasions. 
However, while both generate mate-

rial, it is their originality and their 
mindset towards the crowd that dif-
fers. Influencers primarily focus on 
having a positive impact, whereas, 
a content creator more often thinks 
of  aesthetics or entertainment value 
first. Their triumph or failure is the 
test of  how deeply they are involved 
in their music, how real their mes-
sage is, and how strong their mark 
on their audience.

Influencers get the ability to deter-
mine their audience in a spectrum 
of  ways by being authentic, relat-
able, and trustworthy. They develop 
a link with their community by the 
means of  sharing personal stories, 
know-how as well as knowledge from 
a given field of  expertise. Influencers 
bought trust and reliability by con-
stantly publishing highly relevant 
materials which allowed them to 
become "experts in the field" and this 

made their opinions and recommen-
dations highly "influential."  It can`t 
be undervalued that people follow 
good content and thus they get to dis-
cover important information, various 
opinions, and good role models. Good 
content does not just inspire but also 
makes us aware and takes us far away 
from our boring way of  thinking and 
instead of  that, it

motivates us to do or be better. 
Also, being exposed to good content, 
will sharpen your critical think-

ing and bring deiliverance in while 
making important decisions as well 
hence delivering you sound judgment 
and wisdom to navigate the complexi-
ties of  the digital world. In conclu-
sion, the key lies in good content that 
will enable us to improve our lives, 
broaden our learning, and positively 
change society.

Mushroom growth of  fourth estate 
in Kashmir can be an understatement 
but it is a fact that there is a free-for-
all situation regarding journalism is 
concerned. From blackmailing con-
tractors, looting, and threatening 
officials to ruining ethics of  journal-
ism. Every story done by reporters 
working in local dailies, are copied 
by this bunch of  “unprofessional 
goons”. The ever-increasing number 
of  these journos most of  them being 
school dropouts or semi-literates is 
becoming a menace. Surprisingly, 

every one of  them introduce them-
selves as Mass Comm postgraduates 
without knowing the meaning of  the 
degree.

What is authenticity? How does 
authenticity relate to online iden-
tity, particularly for social media 
influencers? As a general concept 
and practice, authenticity is difficult 
to pin down. It may involve ethical 
considerations, the alignment of  
values with behaviors, or transpar-
ency in relational exchanges. For the 
followers of  social media influenc-
ers, authenticity is associated with 
the performance of  particular inter-
personal attributes, communication 
styles, and digital practices. These 
include sincerity, trustworthiness, 
accuracy, originality, spontaneity, 
and visibility.  Trust between influ-
encers and their followers is built 
over a period of  time through inter-
activity and consistency. If  an influ-
encer is shown not to be fully trans-
parent, followers may still regard the 
influencer as a trusted and reliable 
source because of  their long-term 
association with the influencer.

It is on social media platforms that 
many people introduce themselves as 
influencers or motivational speakers 
even without having brought about 
a positive change or influence. The 
complainant should be revised to be 
more specific; stating that random 
comments or visible that lack a deep 
understanding of  the society doesn’t 
mean that that person is an influencer 
at all. It is of  paramount importance 
for people, in particular, young indi-
viduals, to be knowledgeable about 
the media they have in their hands 
and the people they are constantly 
connected with. The real power of  
influence consists of  five very impor-
tant pillars- authenticity, purpose, 
and the way society benefits from it. 
Social media may become a source 
of  power and change the world for 
the better, yet, it is very important to 
differentiate who are the authentic 
leaders who use social media to rate 
change and the people who seek pop-
ularity through superficial posts. One 
of  the important ways through which 
we can transform society using social 
media is by highlighting people who 
strive for substance and relevance. 
With this in mind, we can use the 
power of  social media to create a soci-
ety that is more informed, aware, and 
empathetic.

This article is my perspective 
devoid of  any specific targeting, 
whether it be an individual or anyone 
including groups. - It's the only thing 
that I am attempting to convey here.

The Author is a Professional 
Social Worker.  He can be Mailed at 

waniimran169@gmail.com
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LeT Commander
He said that the operation concluded 

this afternoon but the search operation 
to clear the debris from explosives was 
still going on. The IGP said that police 
will not allow anyone to disrupt the 
peaceful atmosphere and election festiv-
ity in Kashmir. “We are alert and ready 
to foil all nefarious attempts,” he said.

Meanwhile, police sources said that 
the search operation will remain on till 
Wednesday as debris clearance was still 
in progress. “There could be littered 
explosives on the third body of  a terror-
ist. So search operation will continue,” 
they said—(KNO)

First Flight With
in place and that the training sessions 

have also been conducted twice to equip 
pilgrims with essential information and 
guidance for their pilgrimage.

He revealed that this year's pilgrimage 
will commence with a visit to Madina, 
with all pilgrims accommodated in 
Markaziya. He said enhancements have 
been made in Minha, with tents now 
strategically positioned in zones 2, 3, 
and 4, elevating the overall experience 
for the pilgrims.

Notably, in a recent review meeting, 
chaired by Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri, where 
he stressed upon the officers to ensure 
a smooth and efficient pilgrimage expe-
rience.

Directives were issued to concerned 
authorities to deploy adequate staff, 
install necessary machinery, and pro-
vide transportation services, aimed at 
facilitating the pilgrims' journey with 
utmost care and convenience—(KNO)

Properties Of 7 Pak-
Ahmad Sofi of  Sheikhpora, Ghulam 

Nabi Alaie of  Waripora Payeen, Ghulam 
Nabi Sheikh of  Warpora Bala, Sharief  
ud din Chopan and Gulla Sheikh of  
Reshipora Authoora, Mohammad Rafiq 
Khan of  Saloosa and Abdul Hameed 
Parray of  Frasthar Tilgam.

The property was identified during 
an investigation conducted by police, 
he added.

3 SPOs Dismissed
departmental enquiries initiated 

against them among and other officials 
in 2023, they said.

The officials said that Daljeet Singh 
and Bali Ram were arrested in a case 

of  murder registered at the Ramgarh 
police station but they escaped from 
police custody.

They were disengaged from service for 
dereliction of  duties, they said.

The officials said that Deepak Singh 
has been disengaged from service for his 
involvement in a case registered under 
relevant sections of  the NDPS Act at the 
Samba police station.

LG Chairs Review
The Lt Governor discussed important 

matters related to the functioning of  
Jammu Kashmir Energy Development 
Agency (JAKEDA) and Jammu Kashmir 
Science Technology & Innovation Coun-
cil (JKST&IC).

He took stock of  the key solar power 
projects and schemes including Rooftop 
Solarization of  Government and Resi-
dential buildings, Solar Power Plants 
installed under Smart City Project and 
Floating Solar Power Plants.

The Lt Governor impressed upon 
NHPC to solarize all Government build-
ings within their mandate and instruct-
ed the Science & Technology Depart-
ment to collaborate with NHPC and 
identify buildings for solarization.

He further directed the officials to 
explore the installation of  solar panels 
along canals, riverbanks, and other 
water bodies, besides proper mainte-
nance and timely replacement of  street 
lights.

The meeting also discussed various 
other issues related to development of  
solar energy, Sub Regional Science Cen-
tre-Srinagar, Industrial Bio-Technology 
Park and IEC Activities under the Sci-
ence and Technology field.

Visually-Impaired
In a video statement, Rather expressed 

his gratitude, saying, “Hamare Liye 
Aasaani Huwi Vote Karne Me, Kyunki 
Bahar Nahi Nikalna Padaa (It was easy 
for us to vote because we didn't have to 
go outside).”

Along with Rather, a 100-year-old man 
also cast a home vote for the first time 
in the Meer Behreen area of  Zadibal 
constituency, Dal Lake, Srinagar.

The introduction of  the Home Voting 
facility is a testament to the commit-
ment of  the ECI towards ensuring that 
every eligible voter, regardless of  physi-
cal challenges, can exercise their consti-
tutional right to vote, said Bilal Ahmad, 
a student of  Kashmir University. “It 
underscores the ECI's dedication to 
upholding the principles of  democracy 
and promoting equal participation in 

elections,” he said—(KNO)

CS Inaugurates
contact designated as 'SBI e-Corner' 

is a compact place where thousands of  
employees working in the twin com-
plexes of  Civil Secretariat and Legisla-
tive Assembly besides visitors to these 
offices there.

On the occasion the bank authorities 
present gave out that the facilities made 
available includes Automatic Deposit 
Withdrawal Machine (ADWM), ATM 
that would provide cash deposition and 
withdrawal facility round the clock.

It was further detailed out that these 
facilities are synchronised with SBI 
YONO features that would enable users 
to use both the facilities of  cash depos-
it/withdrawal without using Debit card 
at any hour of  the day.

473 Postal Ballots
KNO that the postal ballot process 

was completed today and these ballots 
have been sent to the RO (Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar). “Apart from these 
postal ballots, more than 13000 Kash-
miri Pandit voters are registered for Sri-
nagar Parliamentary constituency who 
will be exercising their franchise in 23 
polling stations established in different 
parts of  Jammu,” the official informed.

The ECI has established 21 polling 
stations for KP voters in Jammu but 
two auxiliary polling stations have been 
established by the local authorities as 
two polling stations have more than 
1500 votes and as per the laid guidelines 
these auxiliary polling stations needed 
to be established.

The Srinagar parliamentary constitu-
ency will be going for polls on May 13 
during the fourth phase of  elections and 
the main contest for this seat is between 
National Conference’s Aga Ruhullah 
Mehdi, Peoples Democratic Party’s 
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra and J&K Apni 
Party’s Muhammad Ashraf  Mir—(KNO)

Stakeholders Optimistic
(TAAK).
Additionally, stakeholders empha-

size the need for concerted efforts to 
promote Kashmir as a medical tourism 
destination on both national and inter-
national platforms.

He said collaborative initiatives 
involving government agencies, health-
care providers, and tourism stakehold-
ers are required to showcase Kashmir's 
potential and attract medical tourists 

from across the globe.
Umar Ahmad, another travel agent, 

said the large-scale investments in the 
healthcare sector can help the valley 
become a prominent medical tourism 
destination. “ So many hospitals and 
clinics are coming up in Kashmir. With 
a clean and serene atmosphere, Kashmir 
can certainly prove to be a leading tour-
ism destination,” he said.

Pertinently, the government has also 
unveiled its action plan to promote 
Jammu and Kashmir as a medical tour-
ism destination.

The government has claimed that 
Jammu Kashmir is fully prepared to 
become an important centre of  AYUSH 
and ‘Heal in India’ campaign, which will 
promote medical tourism in the Union 
Territory—(KNO)
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Fatty Liver

Add These Foods To Your Dinner To Reduce Risk Of Fatty Liver
F

atty liver disease, 
particularly non-
alcoholic fatty 
l iver disease 
(NAFLD), is a 

condition characterised by 
excessive fat buildup in the 
liver. Diet plays a crucial 
role in managing and pre-
venting this condition. Read 
on as we share foods you 
should add to your dinner 
to reduce your risk of  fatty 
liver disease.

10 Foods that can help 
reduce the risk of  fatty liver 
disease and how they con-
tribute to better liver health:

1. Leafy greens
Spinach, kale, and other 

leafy greens are rich in anti-
oxidants, vitamins (especial-
ly vitamin C), and minerals 
like magnesium. They help 
reduce oxidative stress and 
inflammation in the liver.

2. Fatty fish
Salmon, mackerel, and 

sardines are high in omega-
3 fatty acids, which can help 
reduce liver fat levels and 
inflammation. Omega-3s 
also support overall heart 
health.

3. Olive oil
Extra virgin olive oil is 

rich in monounsaturated 
fats and contains powerful 
antioxidants like oleuropein. 
It can help improve liver 
enzyme levels and reduce 
liver inflammation.

4. Nuts and seeds
Almonds, walnuts, flax-

seeds, and chia seeds are 
excellent sources of  healthy 
fats, fibre, and antioxidants. 
They can help lower liver 
enzyme levels and reduce 
inflammation.

5. Avocado
Avocados are packed with 

monounsaturated fats, fibre, 
and antioxidants like gluta-
thione. They may help pro-
tect the liver from damage 
and improve liver health 
markers.

6. Garlic
Garlic contains com-

pounds like allicin and 
selenium, which have been 
shown to protect the liver 
from damage, reduce inflam-
mation, and improve liver 

enzyme levels.
7. Berries
Blueberries, strawberries, 

and raspberries are rich in 
antioxidants like anthocya-
nins and vitamin C. They 
can help reduce liver inflam-
mation and oxidative stress.

8. Green tea
Green tea is loaded with 

antioxidants called cat-
echins, which have been 
shown to improve liver 

function, reduce liver fat 
accumulation, and protect 
against liver diseases.

9. Turmeric
Curcumin, the active 

compound in turmeric, has 
powerful anti-inflammatory 
and antioxidant properties. 
It may help reduce liver fat, 
inflammation, and oxidative 
stress.

10. Whole grains
Foods like oats, quinoa, 

and brown rice are high in 
fibre, vitamins, and miner-
als. They can help regulate 
blood sugar levels, reduce 
insulin resistance, and pre-
vent excessive fat buildup in 
the liver.

To incorporate these foods 
into your dinner for better 
liver health, consider the fol-
lowing tips:

Aim to fill half  of  your 
plate with leafy greens and 

other colourful vegetables.
Pair your meal with fatty 

fish like salmon or incorpo-
rate plant-based proteins 
like tofu or legumes.

Replace unhealthy fats 
with extra virgin olive oil in 
cooking or salad dressings.

Add nuts and seeds to 
salads, stir-fries, or enjoy 
them as a snack.

Include avocado in salads, 
sandwiches, or as a topping 

for grilled proteins.
Add minced garlic and 

turmeric powder to your 
dishes for fibre and health 
benefits.

Have a bowl of  mixed ber-
ries for dessert or add them 
to yogurt or oatmeal.

Swap sugary beverages 
with unsweetened green 
tea as a refreshing drink 
option.

By incorporating these 

foods into your dinner reg-
ularly and adopting a well-
balanced diet overall, you 
can support liver health 
and reduce the risk of  fatty 
liver disease. However, it's 
essential to consult with a 
healthcare professional for 
personalised dietary rec-
ommendations, especially 
if  you have existing liver 
conditions or other health 
concerns.
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GST has benefited the poor, empowered 

the states: FM Sitharaman
IANS

NEW DELHI: Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said on Monday that 
two significant milestones 
have now been achieved 
in the larger GST archi-
tecture with the appoint-
ment of  the President of  
the GST Appellate Tri-
bunal (GSTAT) and gross 
GST collections crossing 
the landmark of  Rs 2 lakh 
crore, thanks to heightened 
economic activity in the 
country.

In a detailed statement 
on X, the Finance Minis-
ter cited figures to show 
how GST has benefited the 
poor by reducing taxes on 
essential goods, and led 
to greater finances being 
made available to the states 
as part of  the objective to 
promote federalism.

She said that GST, 
which was first mooted by 
the erstwhile Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee-led NDA gov-
ernment, was ultimately 
implemented under the 
leadership of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi after 
the necessary consensus 
was carefully built, and 
the GST Acts were passed 
by the Parliament in 2016.

She also said that in 10 
years, the UPA was unable 
to achieve political consen-
sus on GST.

The Finance Minister 
said that before the imple-
mentation of  GST, India's 
indirect tax system was 
fragmented and compli-
cated, and every state 
was practically a distinct 

market in itself  with differ-
ent rules and tax rates.

Inputs for Central 
excise duty, etc., could not 
be availed, leading to an 
increased tax burden on the 
common people, she said.

The GST streamlined 17 
taxes and 13 cesses into a 
five-tier structure, simpli-
fying the tax regime. The 
turnover threshold for reg-
istration rose to Rs 40 lakh 
for goods and Rs 20 lakh for 
services (from Rs 5 lakh on 
average under VAT). The 
GST also reduced 495 dif-
ferent submissions (chal-
lan, forms, declarations, 
etc) across states to just 12, 
she explained.

The GST simplified com-
pliances through uniform 
processes, simple registra-
tion, single returns, and a 
fully IT-driven system with 
minimal physical interface, 
she added.

The Quarterly Returns 
with Monthly Payment 
(QRMP) scheme, with 
much lower complianc-
es, has benefited over 44 
lakh small taxpayers and 
MSMEs. As per a Deloitte 
survey (2023), 88 per cent 
of  MSMEs credit GST for 
cost reductions along with 
optimised supply chains.

The GST regime has 
enhanced MSME financ-
ing through tools like 
e-invoicing, TReDS, and 
the Account Aggregator 
framework. The number of  
registered taxpayers under 
the GST grew to over 1.4 
crore from 65 lakh in 2017, 
the Finance Minister said.

The E-way bill system 

removed inter-state check-
points, reducing logistics 
costs. Trucks travelled 44 
per cent more daily, and 
corruption at tax 'nakas' 
decreased. Consequently, 
domestic goods' inter-state 
trade surged to 35 per cent 
of  GDP in FY22, up from 
23.5 per cent in FY18, she 
pointed out.

The Finance Minister 
said, “Reflecting a pro-poor 
approach, the effective 
weighted average GST rate 
has consistently fallen since 
2017. The Revenue Neutral 
Rate was suggested to be 
15.3 per cent but was lower 
at 14.4 per cent in 2017, and 
it has come down to 11.6 per 
cent in 2019."

The GST lowered taxes 
on many essential items 
compared to pre-GST rates. 
Common items like hair oil 
and soaps saw tax being cut 
from 28 per cent to 18 per cent.

Electrical appliances are 
taxed at 12 per cent against 
31.5 per cent before. Movie 

tickets were taxed lower, 
too. Further tax rate ratio-
nalisation has been done 
since 2017. The National 
Anti-profiteering Author-
ity has ensured that com-
panies passed the benefits 
to the consumers, FM Sith-
araman said.

The Finance Minister 
also cited the fact that GST 
has exempted many essen-
tial items and services, 
such as unbranded food 
items, certain life-saving 
drugs, healthcare, edu-
cation, public transport, 
sanitary napkins, hearing 
aid parts, and agricultural 
services to drive home her 
point.

She also said that GST 
exemplifies cooperative 
federalism in India besides 
empowering the states.

The GST Council, with 
a 75 per cent majority vote 
requirement, assigns one-
third voting power to the 
Centre and two-thirds to 
the states. Out of  the 52 

meetings, all decisions but 
one were reached through 
consensus.

“As the Chairperson of  
the GST Council, I have 
ensured that the voices of  
all states are heard equally 
without bias,” she said.

“It is a myth that all GST 
collections are pocketed by 
the Centre. GST contrib-
utes significantly to state 
revenues -- states receive 
100 per cent of  the SGST 
collected in a particular 
state, and approx. 50 per 
cent of  IGST (i.e. on inter-
state trade). A significant 
portion of  CGST, i.e., 42 per 
cent, is devolved to the the 
states based on the Finance 
Commission's recommen-
dations,” the Finance Min-
ister pointed out.

She also cited figures 
to show that GST has 
improved tax buoyancy 
from 0.72 (pre-GST) to 1.22 
(2018-23). Despite compensa-
tion ending, state revenues 
remain buoyant at 1.15.

The Finance Minister 
also said that without GST, 
states' revenue from sub-
sumed taxes from FY 18-19 
to 2023-24 would have been 
Rs 37.5 lakh crore. With 
GST, the states' actual rev-
enue amounted to Rs. 46.56 
lakh crore.

She said that despite 
the GST rate being less 
than the prescribed Rev-
enue Neutral Rate, and the 
Covid pandemic affecting 
the revenues, GST collec-
tions (as a percentage of  
GDP) have now reached 
the levels they were before 
GST (both net and gross).

'Those on bail are 
batting for Muslim 
reservation':  PM Modi

IANS

BHOPAL:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday 
tore into Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) chief  Lalu 
Prasad Yadav for making 
a fresh quota pitch for 
Muslims, saying the INDI 
Alliance cannot see beyond 
‘appeasement’.

Addressing a public 
rally in Madhya Pradesh's 
Dhar, PM Modi berated 
the INDI Alliance for Lalu 
Prasad's ‘reservation must 
for Muslims’ statement and 
said that those who were 
in jail till some time ago 

are now rallying behind 
religion-based reservation.

"One big leader of  
INDI Alliance, who was 
in jail for corruption and 
recently came out on bail 
due to health reasons, said 
today that Muslims should 
be given full reservation," 
PM Modi said, responding 
to Lalu Prasad's statement.

He also said that Lalu 
Prasad's statement has 
exposed the INDI Alliance.

"He (Lalu Prasad) said 
that full reservation should 
go to Muslims. It means 
whatever reservations SC/
ST and OBC communities 

have, they want to take 
that away and give to the 
Muslims," PM Modi told 
the gathering.

He also said that the 
INDI Alliance is saying 
such things because they 
are relying on minorities 
for their vote bank.

Earlier in the day, former 
Bihar Chief  Minister Lalu 
Prasad told mediapersons, 
"People are voting for us. 
They (BJP) want to finish 
the Constitution and democ-
racy. Reservation 'toh milna 
chahiye Musalmano ko, 
pura' (Muslims must get full 
reservation)."

Excise Policy Case

Delhi court extends 

CM Kejriwal's judicial 

custody till May 20
IANS

NEW DELHI:  A Delhi court 
on Tuesday extended Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's 
judicial custody till May 20, 
in a money laundering case 
related to the alleged excise 
policy scam being probed by 
the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED).

It was a big day for the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
supremo, whose plea chal-
lenging his arrest by the 
agency was heard by the 
Supreme Court on Tues-
day. However, the two-
judge bench of  the top 
court decided to pronounce 
their verdict on his interim 
bail plea on May 9 or in the 
next week when it will hear 
his plea again.

Meanwhile, Special 
Judge Kaveri Baweja of  
the Rouse Avenue Court 
extended his judicial cus-
tody on the expiry of  his 
previously granted 14-day 
judicial custody.

Earlier, while seeking 
Kejriwal's judicial custody, 
Additional Solicitor Gener-
al (ASG) S. V. Raju, for ED, 
had stated that it reserves 
the right to request the 
AAP supremo's further 

custody in the future.
"... in view the ruling of  

the Hon’ble Apex Court in 
case V. Senthil Balaji Vs. 
State....., the ED reserves its 
right to seek further custody 
remand of the accused," the 
court had noted.

Raju had submitted 
that the accused had been 
evasive and had concealed 
crucial information during 
custodial interrogation.

He presented two main 
grounds for seeking judi-
cial custody -- first, that the 
accused is highly influen-
tial and has the potential 
to tamper with evidence 
or influence witnesses 
if  released, which could 

hinder ongoing investi-
gations, and second, the 
complexity of  economic 
crimes, requiring thorough 
investigation to uncover 
additional proceeds of  
crime and identify other 
individuals involved.

The ED arrested CM 
Kejriwal on March 21 after 
questioning him for over 
two hours at his official 
residence in Delhi.

The ED has termed CM 
Kejriwal the "kingpin and 
the key conspirator" of  the 
alleged excise scam in col-
lusion with other ministers 
of  the Delhi government, 
AAP leaders, and other 
persons.

Union Minister Muraleedharan asks 
CPI(M) to explain CM Vijayan’s 
private foreign trip

ED seizes over Rs 35 cr, 

arrests Jharkhand Minister's 

personal secretaryIANS

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  
Union Minister of  State for Exter-
nal Affairs V. Muraleedharan on 
Tuesday asked the Kerala unit of  
the CPI(M) to explain the three-
country 19-day private visit of  
Chief  Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan and his 
family.

“He (CM Vijayan) is 
duty-bound to explain 
whether his private 
visit is sponsored or 
from his pocket. If  it is 
a sponsored visit, then 
it should tell who is the 
sponsor, if  not then he 
should explain the source of  his 
income,” said Muraleedharan and 
added that the reply to the ques-
tions can be given by the CPI(M) 
state secretary also.

On Monday, CM Vijayan, his 
wife Kamala, and their grand-
son left for the UAE, and are also 
scheduled to visit Indonesia and 
Singapore before returning on 
May 21.

CM Vijayan’s daughter Veena 
Vijayan and her husband state 
PWD and Tourism Minister P.A. 
Mohammed Riyas reached the 
UAE early this month and are also 
going to join the CM.

“It’s really strange that when 

people in Kerala are reeling under 
a never before seen heatwave, CM 
Vijayan and his family are enjoy-
ing at beach destinations,” said 
Muraleedharan.

“We also wish to know if  both 
Vijayan and Riyas, who will be 
out of  the state for 19 days, have 

handed charges to 
anyone. If  so, wish to 
know to whom they 
have handed over,” 
asked Muraleedharan.

“We want to hear on 
this from CPI(M) Gen-
eral Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury, who is always 
critical of  PM Modi. I 
also wish to say, that 

I have just returned from West 
Bengal and was hugely surprised 
to see the election meetings held 
by the CPI(M) there, which were 
attended by just a handful of  
people. No one should forget that it 
was a state ruled by the CPI(M) for 
a long time and has now shrunk 
completely. If  this is the way CM 
Vijayan and others in the party 
run Kerala, it won’t be long when 
Kerala will go the Bengal way,” 
said Muraleedharan.

The Vijayan family will be in 
Indonesia till May 12 before flying 
to Singapore. On May 18, they will 
return to the UAE before return-
ing to India on May 21. 

IANS

NEW DELHI: After recover-
ing over Rs 35 crore in cash, the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
arrested Sanjeev Kumar Lal, 
the personal secretary (PS) of  
Jharkhand Minister Alamgir 
Alam and his servant Jahangir 
Alam on Tuesday morning, an 
official said.

Meanwhile, sources said that the 
financial probe agency is prepar-
ing to question Congress Minister 
Alamgir Alam about this. He will 
soon be summoned by the agency.

On Monday, the ED conducted a 
raid at the residences of  Alamgir 
Alam's PS and other close associ-
ates. The counting of  seized cur-
rency notes continued late at night 
and a total of  Rs 35.23 cr has been 
recovered so far. According to 
officials, Jahangir Alam admitted 
in preliminary questioning that 
he was a caretaker of  "commis-
sion and bribe-acquired money", 
for which he received a salary of  
around Rs 15,000 per month.

“It was Minister Alamgir who 
had employed Jahangir as a servant 
at his PS Sanjeev Kumar Lal's resi-
dence. Before this, for a few days, 
he had also worked at the minister's 
residence,” said the sources.

Sanjeev Kumar Lal had rented 
a flat in Sir Syed Residence Apart-
ments in Ranchi for him. “Sanjeev 
used to give him a bag or a bundle of  
money every one or two days, which 
he used to keep in the cupboards of  
this flat,” said the sources.

The ED has also seized Rs 10 
lakh from Sanjeev's residence and 
Rs 2.93 crore from the residence of  
his wife's construction company 
partner builder Munna Singh.

However, Sanjeev initially denied 
that the money received from Jah-
angir's flat belonged to him, but 
after solid evidence and Jahangir's 
statement, the agency arrested him.

During the raid on Monday, the 
ED also seized several documents, 
including records related to the 
transfer-posting of  bureaucrats.

These documents also men-
tion the recommendation made 
by Jharkhand Pradesh Congress 
President Rajesh Thakur for the 
posting of  bureaucrats. In addi-
tion, a letter written by the state's 
Chief  Secretary to register an FIR 
regarding irregularities in the 
Rural Development Department, 
received by the ED, was also there.

It is believed that instead of  
taking action on the ED's letter, 
the government leaked it to the 
department's officials.

LS polls: PM Modi casts 

vote in Ahmedabad

Woman ties rakhi to PM Modi 

as huge crowd gathers outside 

polling booth in Ahmedabad

Former Cong leader Radhika 
Khera and actor Shekhar 
Suman join BJP

IANS

NEW DELHI: Former Con-
gress national media co-ordi-
nator Radhika Khera and 
noted actor Shekhar Suman 
joined the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) at party head-
quarters here on Tuesday.

The two eminent person-
alities joined the BJP in the 
presence of  BJP General 
Secretary Vinod Tawde, the 
party’s national media in-
charge Anil Baluni and other 
leaders.

Soon after joining the BJP, 
Radhika Khera slammed the 
grand old party for abandon-
ing the Gandhian beliefs and 
said, “Today’s Congress is 
anti-Ram and anti-Hindu.”

Recalling her insult and 

humiliation by the party 
leadership, she said that the 
manner in which she was tor-
tured and harassed for visit-
ing the Ram Temple and get-
ting a darshan of  Ram Lalla 
was beyond her comprehen-
sion and she wouldn’t have 
been able to save herself  if  
BJP government didn’t come 
to her rescue.

Notably, Radhika Khera 
resigned from the Congress 
party days ago, accusing the 
top leadership of  harassing 
her for showing her ‘bhakti’ 
for Ram Lalla.

Shekhar Suman, begin-
ning his political innings, 
said that he took this step 
as God wanted him to 
pursue this path, in this 
phase of  life.

IANS

AHMEDABAD: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
exercised his franchise 
in Ahmedabad soon after 
voting across 25 Lok Sabha 
constituencies in Gujarat 
began on Tuesday morning.

Donning a saffron jacket 
over a white kurta, the 
Prime Minister cast his 
vote at Nishan Vidhyala in 
Ranip, Ahmedabad.

"I appeal to people to 
vote. I am in Gujarat and 
have to go to Madhya 
Pradesh and Telangana. 
I congratulate the Elec-
tion Commission for the 
successful first two elec-
tion phases. Earlier, there 
used to be violence during 
voting, but now it's not the 
case. The process is elec-
tion-friendly. This is an 
example for all democra-
cies of  the world. This is a 
case study." he said.

As the Prime Minis-
ter arrived at the polling 
booth, the air resonated 

with chants of  'Jai Shri 
Ram.' He was welcomed by 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, who presented him 
with a saffron khes. Local 
residents also displayed 
enthusiasm, welcoming 
Prime Minister Modi with 
traditional dhol-nagara 
beats.

Before casting his vote, 
Prime Minister Modi gave 
autographs to the locals 
gathered at the polling 
station.

Later in the day, Home 
Minister Shah is scheduled 
to cast his vote at 9:15 a.m. 
at Naranpura.

The electoral landscape 
in Gujarat is marked by 
intense competition, with 
266 candidates represent-
ing various political ideolo-
gies and parties like BJP, 
Congress, and others in 
the fray.

Notably, 247 male can-
didates are contesting 
against 19 female candi-
dates, underscoring the 
diversity of  voices in this 

electoral fray. It's worth 
mentioning that BJP 
secured victories in all 26 
seats in Gujarat in both the 
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha 
elections.

The constituencies 
include Kachchh, Banas-
kantha, Patan, Mahesana, 
Sabarkantha, Gandhi-
nagar, Ahmedabad East, 
Ahmedabad West, Suren-
dranagar, Rajkot, Porban-
dar, Jamnagar, Junagadh, 
Amreli ,  Bhavnagar, 
Anand, Kheda, Pan-
chmahal, Dahod, Vadoda-
ra, Chhota Udaipur, Bha-
ruch, Bardoli, Navsari, and 
Valsad.

Important candidates in 
the electoral fray include 
Home Minister Shah con-
testing from Gandhinagar, 
Union Minister and former 
Gujarat Minister Parshot-
tam Rupala from Rajkot, 
Union Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya from 
Porbandar, and state BJP 
chief  C.R. Paatil from 
Navsari.

IANS

AHMEDABAD:  Enthu-
siastic crowds greeted 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi as he cast his 
vote at Nishan Vidhyala 
in Ahmedabad's Ranip 
on Tuesday.

The atmosphere at 
the polling booth was 
charged with anticipa-
tion and enthusiasm. 
Residents, echoing the 
sentiments of  millions 
across the state, greeted 
the Prime Minister with 
chants of  'Jai Shri Ram'.

Home Minister Amit 
Shah welcomed PM Modi 
outside the polling station 
and presented saffron khes 
to him.

Amidst the throngs 
of  supporters and well-
wishers, an old woman 
tied a rakhi to PM Modi, 
symbolizing the deep-root-
ed bonds of  respect and 
affection between Gujara-

tis and their ‘mota bhai’ 
Narendra Modi. The PM 
in return folded his hands 
and sought blessings.

PM Modi reciprocated 
this warmth by engaging 
with the locals and signing 
autographs. A local pre-
sented a painting to the PM, 
which he accepted readily.

The PM urged everyone 
to exercise their right to 

vote. In the earlier elec-
tions, PM Modi usually 
met his family members 
who lived in the Ranip 
area, but this time, it 
was unlikely.

In his address, PM 
Modi lauded the Elec-
tion Commission for 
orchestrating a smooth 
and violence- free 
electoral process. He 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  peaceful elec-
tions as a beacon for 
democracies world-
wide, positioning India 
as a case study in elec-

tion-friendly practices.
As the Prime Minister 

concluded his voting duties, 
he set his sights on Indore 
for the next leg of  his elec-
tion campaign, reflecting 
the pace of  democratic 
engagement. The voting 
hours, from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
ensure ample time for citi-
zens to participate in shap-
ing the nation's future.
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J&K parts witness sudden 
rise in day temperature

LG addresses Allahabad University 

Alumni Meet at Raj Bhawan
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj 
Sinha Tuesday addressed 
the Allahabad Univer-
sity Alumni Meet at Raj 
Bhawan.

In his address, the 
Lt Governor lauded the 
accomplishment of  Alumni 
who have made their mark 
in various fields in India 
and abroad.

“Alumni are the brand 
ambassador of  the institu-
tion. Given their links with 
alma-mater, they are in a 
unique position to strength-
en the image of  the institu-
tion and provide support to 
the young generation,” the 
Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor 
recalled the significant 
contribution of  Allahabad 
University and its Alumni 
in important areas of  socio-
economic development.

Determination and 
moral values are required 
to produce path-breaking 
inventions. Allahabad Uni-
versity Alumni’s accom-
plishment and advance-
ments in diverse fields 
is a testimony to values 
imparted in the reputed 

institution, the Lt Gover-
nor said.

“We are always very 
proud to recognise the 
achievements of  Alumni 
who have excelled in their 
respective areas. They 
have over the years, made 
immense contribution to 
the field of  science, culture, 
politics and civil services,” 

he further added.
The Lt Governor called 

upon the former students 
who have won laurels in 
their profession to dedicate 
themselves for the larger 
cause of  nation building.

Alumni have an oner-
ous responsibility as the 
role model for young stu-
dents to continue pursuit 

of  excellence in respective 
fields. Alumni should also 
help in making India a 
global research and devel-
opment hub, he said.

SK Singh, President, 
Allahabad University 
Alumni Association and 
members of  the Alumni 
Association were present 
on the occasion.

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: After fre-
quent wet spells till last 
week, Jammu and Kashmir 
parts witnessed sudden 
rise in the maximum tem-
perature on Tuesday as 
most stations of  the Union 
territory including the 
twin capitals have record-
ed the hottest day of  the 
season.

The maximum tem-
perature has witnessed a 
sudden rise today.

Srinagar, the summer 
capital of  Jammu & Kash-
mir recorded the hottest 
day of  season at 29.2 degree 
Celsius while the winter 
capital of  the Union ter-
ritory, Jammu, has also 
recorded the hottest day 
of  the season at 38.5 degree 
Celsius.

As per the details, all 
the stations across Kash-
mir have recorded the 
hottest day of  the season 
with Qazigund recording 
28.2 degree Celsius while 
Kupwara and Kokernag 
recorded 27.7 degree Cel-
sius and 26.6 degree Cel-
sius respectively.

Pahalgam also record-
ed the hottest day of  the 
season at 24.6 degree Cel-
sius. Similar temperature 
was recorded in Pahalgam 
yesterday also. Gulmarg, a 
famous ski resort, has also 
recorded the hottest day of  
the season at 19.0 degree 
Celsius.

In Jammu division 
also, several places have 
recorded the hottest day 
of  the season, which 
include Banihal, Katra 
and Bhaderwah.

In Banihal, a maximum 
temperature of  29.0 degree 
Celsius was recorded today 
while in Katra and Bhader-
wah, the mercury settled at 
35.1 degree Celsius and 30.4 
degree Celsius.

Moreover, Director 
Meteorological department 
(MeT), Dr Mukhtar Ahmad 
said that the weather is 
expected to remain gener-
ally dry with the possibility 
of  afternoon thundershow-
er till May 10.

On May 11, the MeT 

Director stated that there is 
a forecast of  partly to gen-
erally cloudy weather with 
the forecast of  light rain, 
thunder at many places.

He added that on May 12, 
the weather would remain 
generally cloudy with light 
to moderate rain, snow 
(higher reaches) at many 
places with thunder activity 
at few places while on May 
13t, the weather is expected 
to remain partly to gener-
ally cloudy with light rain 
at few places—(KNO)

Two-day workshop on ‘Wetlands for Life’ begins at MERC

CS I&C interacts with industry stakeholders, 
discusses rejuvenation measures

Lok Sabha Elections

General Observer visits Kupwara, 

oversees election preparedness

Div Com takes holistic review of SOPs for Kandizal breach

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant move to revitalize the 
industrial landscape of  
Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Industries and Commerce 
Department convened a 
high level interactive session 
on Tuesday with representa-
tives from prominent indus-
trial associations under the 
chairmanship of  Commis-
sioner Secretary, Industries 
& Commerce (I&C), Vikram-
jeet Singh.

The session witnessed 
active engagement with 
representatives from 
prominent industrial asso-
ciations, underscoring the 
government's commitment 
to addressing the pressing 
challenges faced by indus-
trial units in the region.

Prominent industrial 
bodies, including The Fed-
eration of Industries Kash-
mir (FCIK), The Kashmir 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KCCI), the PHD 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PHDCCI), The 
Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce & Indus-
try (FICCI) and The Confed-
eration of  Indian Industry 
(CII), seized the opportunity 
to articulate their concerns 
and submit memoranda out-
lining critical issues.

These issues, ranging 
from the situation of  sick 
units to the need for mar-
keting support and financial 
assistance, were carefully 
listened to. Valuable sugges-
tions were also put forth to 
enhance the industrial eco-
system in Jammu and Kash-
mir by the representatives 
of Industrial associations.

I&C Commissioner Sec-
retary emphasized several 
key initiatives undertaken 
by the administration to 

support industrial growth 
and address the challenges 
faced by industrial units in 
the region. He highlighted 
The Raising and Acceler-
ating MSME Productivity 
(RAMP) program, which 
is a World Bank supported 
initiative by the Government 
of India to help micro, small, 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) improve their 
productivity and competi-
tiveness.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary affirmed that the gov-
ernment is actively consid-
ering the importance of pro-
viding marketing assistance 
to industrial units, a matter 
currently under discussion 
with senior officials. This 
forthcoming support aims to 
empower businesses in pro-
moting their products and 
services, thereby expanding 
their market reach and bol-
stering revenue streams, he 
added.

He underscored the 
necessity of  forging part-
nerships with additional 
financial institutions, such 
as Non-Banking Financial 
Companies (NBFCs), to 
diversify the financial sup-
port available to industrial 
units. This strategic collabo-
ration with NBFCs will offer 
industrial units access to a 

spectrum of financing solu-
tions, including loans, lines 
of credit, and bespoke finan-
cial products tailored to 
their unique requirements.

The Commissioner Sec-
retary reiterated that the 
ongoing dialogue between 
the industrial stakeholders 
and the government aims 
to bridge communication 
gaps and ensure effective 
implementation of govern-
ment schemes thereby con-
tributing towards overall 
economic development of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

Among others the meet-
ing was attended by Direc-
tor JKTPO, Khalid Jah-
angir Managing; Director, 
Handicrafts & Handloom 
Kashmir, Mehmood Shah; 
Managing Director SICOP/
SIDCO, Inderjeet; Director 
Industries & Commerce 
Jammu, Arun Manhas; 
Director Industries & Com-
merce Kashmir, Khalid 
Majeed; Managing Director 
Handloom and Handicraft 
Corporation, Atul Sharma; 
Joint Director Industries & 
Commerce Kashmir, Zahoor 
Ahmad Magray; Joint Direc-
tor Handicraft & Handloom 
Department Kashmir and 
Deputy Secretary, I&C 
and other officials of  I&C 
Department.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Kashmir 
University’s Media Education 
Research Centre (MERC), in 
collaboration with the Centre 
for Media Studies New Delhi, 
organised a two-day media 
engagement programme on 
‘Wetlands for LIFE’ for media 
students and scholars. The 
workshops inaugural session 
was held on Tuesday.

The workshop aims to equip 
media academicians with com-
prehensive knowledge and 
practical skills in wetlands con-
servation and environmental 
journalism. Through a series 
of  engaging sessions, expert 
presentations, and field visits, 
participants explored the eco-
logical significance of  wet-
lands, the role of  the media in 
advocating for their conserva-
tion, and effective storytelling 
techniques for environmental 
reporting.

The inaugural session was 

attended by several dignitar-
ies, including Professor Nilofer 
Khan, Vice Chancellor, Univer-
sity of  Kashmir; Prof. Sabeha 
Mufti, HOD MERC, Kunal 
Bharat, Forestry and Biodi-
versity Advisor; Annu Anand, 
Director, CMS, programmes; 
Professor Aliya Ahmad; Prof. 
Syeda Afshana; Prof. Malik 
Zahra; Dr. Afsana Rashid; Dr. 
Raashid Maqbool, Dr. Irfan 
Hashim; Dr. Adil Bakshi; and 
faculty of different departments.

The workshop aims to held 
diverse range of  sessions, inter-
active discussions, and hands-
on activities led by esteemed 
experts and practitioners in the 
fields of  environmental conser-
vation and journalism.

Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Nilofer Khan, talked during her 
address about the Wetlands of  
Kashmir and their significance 
in terms of environmental con-
servation and said that it is high 
time to preserve the wetlands 
that are facing degradation 

threats and shrinking issues.
“As academics, we have to 

start the conservation wetlands 
campaign on a large scale, from 
universities to schools, to edu-
cate the students about the 
preservation and conservation 
efforts of  these wetlands,” she 
added.

Commending MERC and 
CMS for organising this work-
shop, she said that such initia-
tives should be continued in the 
future so that we can educate 
the students on how to save our 
environment, water bodies, and 
wetlands.

HOD MERC, Professor 
Sabeha Mufti, while welcoming 
the guests during the inaugu-
ral session, stated that the pro-
gramme was an opportunity 
to promote knowledge about 
the environment and wetlands 
preservation in Kashmir.

The wetlands in Kashmir, 
including Wular Lake, Hokar 
Sar Lake, and Khushal Sar 
Lake, have been facing the 
church for the last several 
years, while the government 
is doing a tremendous job of  
preserving and restoring these 
wetlands.

“In this programme, we aim 
to discuss the strategy and how 
to preserve these wetlands, 
which are facing degradation 
threats in Kashmir,” she said, 
adding that the MERC has 
played a tremendous role in 
producing a lot of  journalists 
who have covered environmen-
tal issues in Kashmir from time 
to time.

“Through this programme, 
we have to develop the skills of  
the students as to how they can 
cover environmental issues in 
Kashmir,” the HOD said.

Annu Anand, Director CMS, 

shed light on the importance 
of  the wetlands in Kashmir, 
through which thousands of  
families are getting livelihoods 
preserved with each passing day.

About CMS, she said that 
the centre is working hard on 
issues pertaining to environ-
mental issues across the coun-
try. “Last year we launched a 
programme on a large scale 
on sustainable development in 
which around 500 students took 
part,” she added, that the cen-
tre’s work has been published 
in several leading newspapers 
and magazines in the country.

Furthermore, Kunal Bharat, 
Forestry and Biodiversity Advi-
sor (GIZ), shed light on the pro-
gramme’s key focus across two 
days and said that the Wular 
Conservation and Management 
Authority (WCMA) will col-
laborate with us on the second 
day of  the workshop, for which 
we will visit the Wular Shores, 
where students will be edu-
cated practically as to how the 

wetlands are being preserved 
and restored through various 
efforts.

He also talked about the 
many workshops and film fes-
tivals that were conducted by 
them across India and shed 
light on the outcome of  these 
workshops in preserving the 
wetlands.

The workshop was coordi-
nated by Dr. Afsana Rashid, 
Assistant Professor MERC, 
and co-coordinated by Dr. Irfan 
Hashim, Lecturer MERC.

Meanwhile, Dr. Afsana 
Rashid, the coordinator of  the 
workshop, presented a vote of  
thanks, which she expressed 
to the faculty, scholars, and 
students.

Besides talking about con-
servation efforts for wetlands, 
she talked more about how we 
aim to inspire and empower 
the next generation of  jour-
nalists to become champions 
of  environmental protection 
and sustainability.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: General 
Observer for 01- Baramulla 
Parliamentary Constituen-
cy (PC), Deependra Singh 
Kushwah Tuesday visited 
Kupwara district to over-
see election preparedness. 
He undertook a compre-
hensive inspection of  vari-
ous election installations 
and made a detailed assess-
ment of  the action plan in 
the district.

On reaching Kupwara, 
DEO Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan and SSP Kupwara, 
Shobit Saksena briefed 
the Observer regarding 
the election prepared-
ness including enforce-
ment of  model code of  
conduct, expenditure 
monitoring, security 
plan, transport and com-
munication plan and the 
functioning of  VSTs and 
FSTs and coordination 

efforts to ensure a suc-
cessful election process.

The General Observer 
accompanied by DEO Kup-
wara and other officers 
visited the District Elec-
tion Control Room, Kup-
wara, where he took stock 
of  election related activi-
ties being monitored. He 
checked the daily reports 
including, Law and order 
report, FST, SST report 
and C-vigil app.

The Observer meticu-
lously inspected the func-
tioning of  District MCMC 
Kupwara where he checked 
Print, Electronic and 
Social Media monitoring 
and took the appraisal of  
action taken reports.

The General Observer 
inspected the Distribu-
tion and Collection Center 
established at Government 
Degree College Sogam and 
Model Polling station No’s 
61 and 62 established at 

Government Girls Higher 
Secondary School Sogam. 
He took detailed assess-
ment of  facilities and 
arrangements put in place 
for smooth conduct of  Lok 
Sabha elections.

On the occasion, the 
Observer instructed the con-
cerned to ensure all safety 
measures and adherence 
to the guidelines of  Elec-
tion Commission of  India 
to facilitate smooth and effi-
cient election process.

Earlier, General Observ-
er visited Handwara where 
he inspected the strong 
room established at ITI 
Handwara, Polling sta-
tions established at Boys 
Higher Secondary School 
Handwara, Girls Higher 
Secondary School Hand-
wara and Middle School 
Chotipora. He conducted a 
comprehensive assessment 
of  infrastructure and ame-
nities at each site.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Division-
al Commissioner (Div Com) 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bid-
huri Tuesday convened a 
meeting to take holistic 
review of  flood mitigation 
plan and SOP for manage-
ment of  breach at Kandizal 
segment of  river Jhelum 
to save city from massive 
deluge in future.

The meeting was attend-
ed by CEO, SSCL;  Deputy 
Commissioners of  Srinagar, 
Budgam and Pulwama; Direc-
tors of  School Education 
department and RDD; Chief  

Engineers of  I&FC, KPDCL, 
PHE, UEED and MED; MD 
SRTC, Director Indian Meteo-
rological Department; Nodal 
Officer SEOC, Kashmir; 
besides Core Commander BB 
Cant; SSPs, Officers of  NDRF, 
SDRF, Civil Defense, Fire & 
Emergency etc.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Div Com directed for 
establishment of  a sophisti-
cated decision making sup-
port system to ensure flow 
of  information through 
proper communication 
system to stakeholders at 
the time of  flood exigency.

While underscoring the 

importance of  Kandizal 
breach to save inundation 
of  urban areas, Div Com 
stressed on framing SOPs 
to take the final call when 
required.

He added that the 
breach should be the ulti-
mate attempt and the last 
resort to avert danger to 
the urban areas of  the Sri-
nagar City, wherein the 
decision should be taken 
in context to the ground 
situations.

He said the objective of  
the breach is to save the 
more vital infrastructure 
and areas by inundation of  

less vital ones.
To tackle the flood situa-

tion, he emphasized on build-
ing a mechanism for making 
men and material available 
to saturate the requirement 
when need arises.

He also directed for the 
establishment of  an emer-
gency helpline to respond 
to the crisis during floods.

Besides, he asked for 
updation of  resources on 
India Disaster Resource 
Network (IDRN), identifi-
cation of  relief  centers and 
usage of  satellite phones.

Earlier, CE, I&FC gave 
a detailed presentation on 

Kandizal breach, impact 
of  breach, parameters to 
monitor river guage, pre-
vious data and changes in 
flood plains over years.

CE stated that the loca-
tion where the river gen-
erally breaches is located 
near village Kandizal in 
District Pulwama.

The meeting was 
informed that the area 
of  Kandizal over the past 
few decades has seen sig-
nificant changes in the land 
use and land cover by way 
of  huge urbanization and 
significant reduction in the 
once vast and open lands.

LG reviews functioning of 
Cooperative Department

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
chaired a meeting to review the 
functioning of the Cooperative 
Department.

The Lt Governor took apprais-
al of the interventions and 
Schemes in Cooperative Sector 
including the progress achieved 
in establishing Primary Agricul-
tural Credit Societies (PACS). 
He reviewed the functioning of 
Cooperative Banks, Cooperative 
Training & Educational Institu-
tions, Societies and Cooperative 
Super Bazars.

The Lt Governor appraised 
measures taken for moderniza-
tion and upgradation of existing 
Super Bazars, with a focus on 
devising a comprehensive road-
map to strengthen these essen-

tial retail hubs.
He called for exploring ave-

nues for enhancing the infra-
structure, services, and market 
reach of Super Bazars to better 
serve the consumers and pro-
mote economic growth. He said 
the dedication, determination, 
faith and collective efforts of 
cooperatives will pave the way 
to prosperity.

The meeting also reviewed 
the functioning of Common 
Service Centers (CSCs). The Lt 
Governor directed for ensuring 
CSCs compliance with regulatory 
standards.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of enhancing transpar-
ency and accountability in the 
delivery of services through CSCs, 
reaffirming the administration's 
commitment to citizen-centric 
governance.


