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Bihar Diwas 
Celebrated In Raj 
Bhawan

JAMMU: Jammu Kashmir 
Raj Bhawan hosted Bihar 
Diwas celebration Friday. 
Senior officials, Students and 
the residents of  Bihar living 
in J&K UT were the special 
invitees on the occasion.

While addressing the 
guests, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Shri Manoj Sinha 
extended his greetings and 
best wishes to the people of  
Bihar on the P-06

DIPR Gets Creative 
To Boost Voter 
Turnout
JAMMU: The Dis-
trict Information 
Centre Kathua, a unit 
of  Department of  Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) has taken a 
creative approach to boost 
voter participation in the 
upcoming elections.

 In a bid to engage 
citizens and make the 
message of  voting more 
relatable, the department 
has infused humour into 
its SVEEP (Systematic 
Voters’ Education and 
Electoral P-06
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Rains Lash Plains

Gulmarg Among Upper 
Reaches Receive Fresh 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Rains lashed 
plains while upper reaches 
including Gulmarg received 
fresh snowfall, officials said 
on Friday.

The 36-hour wet spell 
under the influence of  
Western Disturbance 
ended this afternoon. How-
ever under its influence, 
several higher reaches of  
north Kashmir recorded 
fresh snowfall while rains 
lashed plains of  Kashmir 
during the period.

The weather is expected 
to remain dry during the 
next few days.

Upto March 26 from 
today, there is a possi-
bility of  generally dry 
weather conditions with 
brief  cloudiness as well, 
Director Meteorological 
department, Dr Mukhtar 

Ahmad said.
On March 27, he said 

that the weather would 
remain partly to gener-
ally cloudy with light rain 
and snow at few places, 
adding that from March 
28 to 31, partly to gener-
ally cloudy weather is 
expected with intermit-
tent light rain and snow 
at many places.

The MeT department 
has also issued an advi-
sory, advising the farmers 
to resume farm operations 
after 23rd March—(KNO)

India To Become Third-Largest 
Economy In Three Years: Anurag Thakur

IANS

CHENNAI: Informa-
tion and Broadcast-
ing Minister Anurag 
Thakur on Friday said 
that India will become 
the third-largest econ-
omy in the world in the 
next three years.

Speaking at the 
Viksit Bharat Ambas-
sador (VBA) meet-up 
programme here, the 
Union Minister said 
that in a span of  10 
years, since Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi-
led government came 
to power at the Centre 
in 2014, the Indian econ-
omy has turned from 
fragile five to top five.

The Union Minister 
said that during the 
regime of  the previous 
UPA government, there 
were a lot of  corruption 
cases but since 2014, it 
was a clean govern-
ment that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has 
been leading.

He also said that 
during the UPA rule, 
the Indian economy was 
among the five fragile 
economies of  the world 
and in the bracket of  
South Africa, Brazil, 

Indonesia and Turkey 
even when an econo-
mist (an oblique refer-
ence to former Prime 
Minister Manmohan 
Singh) was heading the 
country.

He, however, said 
that the former Prime 
Minister was under 
remote control, indi-
rectly referring to 
Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi.

He said that the 
country had then high 
inflation rates, debt 
rates, policy paralysis 

and this was mainly due 
to misgovernance.

The Union Minister 
said that the GDP rate 
has now gone up from 
4.5 per cent to 8.5 per 
cent which was the 
highest in the world and 
at the same time, infla-
tion has come down to 
6.7 per cent now.

T he FDI  has 
increased from $35 bil-
lion to $85 billion and 
exports have increased 
from $300 billion to $770 
billion.

Anurag Thakur also 

said that the 'Pradhan 
Manti Mudra Loan 
Yojana' was one of  the 
major driving forces 
that boosted the econ-
omy, adding 65 per cent 
of  the beneficiaries 
from the scheme were 
women.

He said that during 
earlier days, 430 million 
people were not associ-
ated with the banking 
system.

In two years, PM 
Modi's government 
opened 43 crore bank 
accounts for the P-06

THE UNION MINISTER SAID THAT DURING THE ERSTWHILE 
Congress rule, as pilferage was huge, the money was not reaching the beneficiaries. 
"However, PM Modi used technology, Department of Telecom and linked Aadhaar and 

Jan Dhan accounts and money was reaching the beneficiaries 100 per cent," he said.

CS Reviews Functioning 
Of FCS&CA Deptt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Friday had a 
detailed review of  working 
of  Food, Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA) 
department here.

Apart from Commissioner 
Secretary, FCS&CA, Zubair 
Ahmad, the meeting was 
attended by Director Food 
Supplies Jammu/Kashmir 

and other concerned officers 
of  the department.

During the meeting, 
the Chief  Secretary held a 
detailed review of  various 
aspects of  functioning of  the 
department having the man-
date of  distribution of  food 
grains and other essential 
supplies.

Dulloo also took note of  
saturation of  aadhar seeding 
of  ration cards P-06

World Water Day

Experts Call For Urgent Measures To Save Water
JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: On World Water 
Day, experts stressed the urgent 
need for concerted efforts at 
every level to conserve water 
for future generations, as the 
global water crisis continues to 
escalate.

They said that with the 
increasing global population, 
the demand for water is rising 
at an alarming rate, exacerbat-
ing existing challenges such as 
water scarcity, pollution and 
inadequate infrastructure.

 Er Firdous Ahmad, an exec-
utive officer in the Jal Shakti 
Department, said this year's 
theme "water for peace" under-
scores the critical importance 

of  cherishing, preserving and 
responsibly utilising water 
resources to avoid future 
scarcity and distress.

"It is imperative 
that initiatives, rang-
ing from the local 
community level to 
the state and inter-
national levels, pri-
oritise water conser-
vation, preservation 
and equitable access, 
transcending borders," he 
stressed.

Dr Mukhtar, another officer 
from the Jal Shakti Department, 
echoed similar concerns, saying 
there has been an alarming 
depletion of  pure water bodies 
due to ongoing human interven-

tion.
He warned that unless 
immediate action is taken, 

there may not be enough 
water available for cur-

rent and future gener-
ations. “Despite the 
availability of  water, 
pollution levels are 
rising, threatening 

the safety of  all water 
sources,” he added.
Dr Mukhtar said it is 

crucial to act now before the 
situation spirals out of  control 
and becomes irreversible.

Experts underscored the 
importance of  promoting water 
conservation, investing in water 
infrastructure and adopting effi-
cient water management P-06

Flight Fares Skyward In 
J&K, Passengers Fume

ALI ASAD

SRINAGAR: Air travelers 
traveling to Jammu and 
Kashmir are facing 
the harsh reality of  
soaring flight fares. 
With increased 
demand amidst 
the election envi-
ronment and the 
approaching festival 
of  Holi, airline com-
panies have substantially 
raised their ticket prices, 
leaving passengers grappling 
with exorbitant costs.

The impact of  this fare 
surge is particularly felt in 
routes connecting major 
cities like Jammu to Srinagar 
and Delhi. Previously afford-
able fares have now doubled, 
with travelers shelling out up 
to Rs 6,000 for a journey from 

Jammu to Srinagar, and up 
to Rs 8,000 for flights to Delhi.

Despite the outcry over 
escalating fares, authori-

ties have yet to take 
concrete measures 

to curb this trend, 
leaving passen-
gers at the mercy 
of  price hikes. At 
Jammu airport, 

which operates 32 
flights daily to five dif-

ferent cities, the majority 
of  flights cater to popular 
routes such as Srinagar and 
Delhi.

During the period from 
March 22 to April 10, the 
average fare for flights from 
Jammu to Delhi ranges from 
Rs 5,800 to Rs 7,500. However, 
with the onset of  Holi, these 
prices skyrocket to between 
Rs 7,000 and P-06

Court Sends Kejriwal 
To ED Custody Till 
March 28

AGECIES

NEW DELHI: The Rouse 
Avenue Court on Friday sent 
Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal to ED custody till 
March 28. The agency had 
sought 10 days of  remand.

The Directorate of  Enforce-
ment (ED) arrested Kejriwal 
on Thursday in connection 
with the alleged Delhi Liquor 
scam case. The AAP Chief  was 
produced before the court of  
Special Judge Kaveri Baweja.

Senior Advocates Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi, Vikram Chaud-
hari, and Ramesh Gupta along 
with Advocates Rajat Bharad-
waj, Mudit Jain and Mohd 
Irshad appeared for the Delhi 
CM Kejriwal.

ASG SV Raju and Spe-
cial Counsel Zoheb Hossain 
appeared for the probe agency.

In its arguments before the 
Court, ED alleged that P-06

J&K's 3 Vital Roads Claim 
Nearly 2,000 Lives In Five Years

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: In Jammu 
and Kashmir, three vital 
roads have claimed nearly 
2,000 lives in the past five 
years.

The National Highway 
and the roads leading in 
Chenab Valley and Pir 
Panjal ranges have claimed 
at least 1986 lives in road 
accidents from 2019 to 2023.

According to the offi-
cial figures available, in 
Chenab Valley at least 113 
persons lost their lives in 
accidents in 2019.

In 2020, the road acci-
dents in the region claimed 
64 lives followed by 91 
deaths in 2021, at least 81 
in 2022 and 114 persons lost 
their lives in 2023.

The official figures 
reveal that from the 
National Highway, at least 
211 persons were killed 
in 2019 in roads accidents 
followed by 178 in 2020, at 
least 271 in 2021, over 261 in 
2022 and 234 in 2023

Likewise, from the Pir 
Panjal range, at least 109 

persons were killed in road 
accidents in the year 2019, 
at least 56 died in 2020, 
65 were killed in 
2021, 74 in 2022 
and 64 in 
2023.

On the 
roads of  
C h e n a b 
V a l l e y , 
N a t i o n a l 
H i g h w a y 
a n d  P i r 
Panjal, a total 
number of  433 
persons were killed 
in road accidents in 2019.

Similarly, in 2020 at least 
298 persons were killed in 
road accidents in these 
areas.

The official figures also 
reveal that in 2021 at least 
427 persons were killed in 
road accidents followed by 
416 in 2022 and 412 in 2023.

According to the gov-
ernment report, there is a 
huge rise in road accidents 
in India and claim at least 
19 lives per hour.

According to data, chal-
lenging road conditions 

between Jammu to Sri-
nagar and Jammu to Doda-

Kishtwar are con-
tributing factors 

to numerous 
accidents.

Experts 
stress the 
need for 
p u b l i c 
e d u c a -
tion, road 
improve-

ments and 
stringent law 

enforcement to 
curb accidents.

“Accidents happen 
because of  distracted driv-
ing, speeding, poor road 
maintenance and potholes. 
Vehicle problems, break-
ing traffic rules and lack 
of  experience also contrib-
ute to fatalities,” they said, 
adding that road safety 
measures and awareness 
campaigns are of  utmost 
importance to protect 
people’s lives and reduce 
the tragic toll of  road acci-
dents.

A senior traffic police 
official informed P-06

T
HE 36-HOUR 
wet spell under 
the influence of 

Western Disturbance 
ended this afternoon. 
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Secy Health mandates 
implementation of QR Code 
system at Payment Counters

LS POLLS

DEO Sgr holds meeting with 
representatives of Political Parties

ISHTIYAQ KAR

SRINAGAR: In an innova-
tive move aimed at enhanc-
ing efficiency and transpar-
ency in healthcare services, 
Secretary of  Health and 
Medical Education Jammu 
and Kashmir Dr. Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah, has issued 
orders for the implementa-
tion of  QR code systems at 
payment counters in hospi-
tals across the region.

The initiative, spear-
headed by the Secretary, 
aims to streamline the pay-
ment process for patients 
and their families while 
also combating corruption 
and ensuring accountabil-
ity in the healthcare sector.

All healthcare institu-
tions under the jurisdic-
tion of  the Health and 
Medical Education Depart-
ment have been directed to 
ensure the availability of  
QR code payment facilities.

The directive, issued by 
the Health and Medical 
Education Department, 
mandates that all Head of  
Departments (HODs)/Insti-
tutions ensure the following 
directions within 10 days.

The directions include 
the establishment of  QR 
Code facility at all health 
institutions, compatibility 
with popular mobile pay-
ment platforms. Training 
of  staff  members to assist 
users in the payment pro-

cess and establishing a 
feedback mechanism for 
further improvement in 
the payment process.

Dr. Javed Iqbal, JKAS, 
Deputy Secretary of  the 
Health and Medical Educa-
tion Department, has been 
appointed as the Nodal 
Officer responsible for 
overseeing the implemen-
tation of  these directives.

This initiative aims to 
modernize payment facili-
ties within healthcare 
institutions, providing 
patients and attendants 
with a seamless and hassle-
free payment experience.

By integrating QR code 
technology, the Health 
Department seeks to 
improve efficiency and 
transparency in healthcare 
transactions, ultimately 
enhancing the overall qual-

ity of  healthcare services 
in the region.

Speaking about the deci-
sion, Secretary Abid empha-
sized the need for modern-
ization and innovation in 
healthcare administration.

He stated, “By introduc-
ing QR code technology 
at payment counters, we 
are taking a significant 
step towards digitization 
and transparency in our 
healthcare system. This 
initiative will not only sim-
plify the payment process 
for patients but also enable 
real-time tracking of  trans-
actions, reducing the scope 
for malpractices.”

The QR code system will 
allow patients to make pay-
ments securely and conve-
niently using their smart-
phones. Upon reaching the 
payment counter, patients 

will simply scan the QR 
code displayed using a 
mobile payment app linked 
to their bank account.

This eliminates the 
need for cash transac-
tions, reducing the risk of  
theft and ensuring greater 
financial security for both 
patients and hospital staff.

Moreover, the imple-
mentation of  QR codes 
will enable the authorities 
to monitor and analyze 
payment data in real-time, 
facilitating better financial 
management and resource 
allocation within the health-
care system. One of  the 
top officials of  the health 
department emphasized 
that this initiative aligns 
with the government's 
broader vision of  leverag-
ing technology to improve 
service delivery and gover-
nance across sectors.

He added, “Incorporat-
ing QR code systems at hos-
pital payment counters is 
just the beginning. We are 
committed to exploring fur-
ther innovative solutions 
to enhance the quality and 
accessibility of  healthcare 
services for the people of  
Jammu & Kashmir.”

He added that Syed 
Abid's directive to imple-
ment QR code systems at 
hospital payment counters 
reflects a forward-thinking 
approach to healthcare 
management. (KNS)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat Friday con-
vened a meeting with the 
representatives of  different 
Political Parties at Meeting 
Hall of  the DC Office Com-
plex, here.

The DEO discussed 
various guidelines set by 
the Election Commission 
of  India for smooth and 
transparent conduct of  
the electoral process for 
forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections.

At the outset, the DEO 
Srinagar briefed the par-
ticipants about the enforce-
ment of  the Model Code 
of  conduct, Media Certi-
fication and Monitoring 
Committee(MCMC) and 
Expenditure Monitoring 
mechanism.

He underscored the 
importance of  various 
activities to be taken by 
Political parties during 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
Elections-2024 as per the 
directions of  the Election 
Commission of  India (ECI).

The DEO urged the 
Political parties to coop-
erate with the District 
Administration to ensure 
free, fair and peaceful elec-
tions in Srinagar District.

He emphasized the need 
for strict adherence to 
different ECI guidelines 
including Model Code of  
Conduct, Media Certifica-
tion and Monitoring Com-

mittee (MCMC) and Expen-
diture Monitoring mecha-
nism by the contesting 
political parties to uphold 
democratic values during 
the election process.

During the meeting, the 
Deputy Commissioner Sales 
Taxes Department, Ilyas 
Ahmad, who is designated 
Nodal Officer for Model 
Code of  Conduct (MCC), 
informed the participants 
about the Model Code of  
Conduct (MCC) which has 
been put into place.

Highlighting the Do’s 
and Dont’s of  the MCC, he 
urged them to follow the 
rules and strict adherence 
to ethical campaigning 
practices as per laid guide-
lines of  ECI under Model 
Code of  Conduct.

Similarly, Deputy Direc-
tor Information, Ahsan-ul 
Haq Chisti, who is desig-
nated Nodal Officer, Media 
Certification and Monitor-
ing Committee(MCMC) 
spoke about various 
aspects of  the Media Cer-

tification and Monitoring 
Committee (MCMC).

He stressed the Politi-
cal Party representatives 
to obtain pre- certification 
of  their Political Advertise-
ments before being telecast/ 
broadcast on TV and Cable 
networks/ Cable channels, 
Advertisements to be dis-
played in the Cinema halls, 
Radio including FM chan-
nels, audio visual displays 
in public places, Advertise-
ments in Newspapers, use 
of  bulk SMS/recorded voice 
messages and Advertise-
ments on Social media and 
Internet websites.

He informed the repre-
sentatives of  political par-
ties that a dedicated MCMC 
Office has been set up at 
DEO Srinagar office for 
facilitation of  stakehold-
ers. Besides, the Politi-
cal parties can approach 
MCMC through email 
mcmcsgr@gmail.com.

The District Treasury 
Officer, Javaid Maqbool 
Khanday, who is designat-

ed Nodal Officer for Elec-
tion Expenditure Monitor-
ing, underlined the sig-
nificance of  the financial 
transparency in Election 
campaigns.

He urged the political 
parties that utmost care 
should be exercised during 
election expenditure and 
must be incurred as per 
ECI norms/ guidelines/ 
instructions. He also urged 
the political party repre-
sentatives to meticulously 
maintain the accounts and 
submit daily expenditure 
reports to the Expenditure 
observer.

Besides, representative 
of different Political Parties, 
the meeting was attended 
by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ARO/ERO- 
Zadibal), Dr Khalid Hussain 
Malik, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ARO/ERO- 
Hazratbal), Syed Ahmad 
Kataria, Deputy District 
Election Officer, Mir Imtiyaz 
Ul Aziz, Other AROs, and 
other concerned officers.

LOK SABHA ELECTIONS

First Randomisation 
of EVMs successfully 
conducted in Srinagar

Rangoli Competition 
organised  in Kishtwar

Two-day workshop on 
'Drone Technology' 
commences at JUGMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Under the 
overall supervision of  
District Election Officer 
Kishtwar, Dr. Devansh 
Yadav, dedicated efforts are 
underway to diligently exe-
cute the Systematic Voters 
Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP) 
Campaign in the district.

This campaign aims 
to raise awareness about 
voting rights and ethical 
voting practices across the 
Kishtwar district in prepa-
ration for the upcoming 
Lok Sabha Election 2024 
for the parliamentary 
Constituency Udhampur 
scheduled for April 19th.

As part of  the SVEEP 
initiatives, the SVEEP Cell 
of  the District Election 
Office Kishtwar orches-
trated a vibrant Rangoli 
Competition event in spirit 
with the ‘Holi Ka Tyohar, 
Chunavi Bahar’ today.

This event played a piv-
otal role in engaging the 
community and fostering 
awareness for maximum 
participation in the demo-
cratic process, particularly 
within Kishtwar District.

The District Nodal offi-
cer for SVEEP activities/
ACR Kishtwar, Idrees Lone 
collaborated extensively 
with educational institu-
tions and various organiza-
tions to educate the popu-
lace about the significance 
of  their role as voters in a 
democracy.

Today’s event was metic-
ulously coordinated by Dis-

trict Nodal Officer SVEEP 
in conjunction with District 
Information Officer Kisht-
war, Dr. Kuldeep Kumar.

A total of  10 teams com-
prising 50 participants, 
including Anganwari 
Workers of  ICDS, students 
and faculty members from 
different schools, GDC 
Kishtwar, Government 
Polytechnic College Kisht-
war, ITI Kishtwar and local 
artists enthusiastically 
participated in the Rangoli 
competition.

Participants showcased 
their creativity and talent 
in promoting ethical voting 
practices.

District Election Officer 
Kishtwar, commended the 
students for their enthu-
siastic participation and 
lauded their creativity and 
talent displayed during the 
competition.

“Rangoli serves a pur-
pose beyond mere decora-
tion, it embodies imagina-
tion and innovative ideas,” 
remarked the District 
Election Officer. Empha-

sizing the broader goal of  
education, he highlighted 
the importance of  Voting 
in democratic setup.

The DEO also encour-
aged students participa-
tion in activities aimed 
at raising awareness of  
voting rights.

Team A of  GDC Kisht-
war clinched the first posi-
tion and was awarded Rs. 
10000,  Team ‘B’ of  GDC 
Kishtwar secured  second 
position receiving  Rs. 5000 
while local artists Ninu 
Kumari and Priyanka 
claimed Rs. 3000 by secur-
ing  third spot.

The successful execu-
tion of  the Rangoli Com-
petition underscores the 
effectiveness of  communi-
ty engagement initiatives 
in promoting voter aware-
ness and ethical electoral 
practices. Such endeavours 
serve as a testament to the 
commitment of  all stake-
holders towards fostering 
a vibrant and participatory 
democracy within Kisht-
war district.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In connec-
tion with forthcoming Lok 
Sabha Elections 2024, the 
first randomisation of  Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) scheduled by the 
Election Commission of  
India (ECI) for all the eight 
Assembly Constituencies 
of  Srinagar District was 
conducted here on Friday 
at Meeting Hall of  the DC 
Office Complex.

 The randomization 
process was held under 
the supervision of  District 
Election Officer(DEO), Sri-
nagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat in presence of  
the various representatives 
of  Registered Recognized 
Political Parties, Assistant 
Returning Officers(AROs), 
Deputy DEO and other 
Officers of  District Elec-
tion Authority.

 During the process ran-
domisation of  Ballot Units, 
Control Units and VVPATs 
for 08 Assembly Constitu-
encies of  Srinagar District 
was carried out. Each 
AC was allocated with 
required number of  EVMs 
along with 40% Extra (as 
reserve) for use during the 
upcoming Polls.

The District has a total 
of  929 Polling Stations and 
the Assembly segment 
wise allocation of  EVMs 

for conduct of  Lok Sabha 
Elections includes 163 
EVMS for 19-Hazratbal, 
176 for 20-Khanyar,  179 for  
21-Habbakadal, 191  for 
22-LalChowk.

Similarly, 127 EVMs 
for 23-Chanapora,  200 
for 24-Zadibal, 104 for 
25-Eidgah and 158 EVMs 
for 26-Central Shalteng 
Assembly segments.

All the process was 
video recorded as per the 
laid guidelines of  the Elec-
tion Commission of  India

Prior to the randomi-
sation process, the DEO 
Srinagar briefed the rep-
resentatives of  the Politi-
cal parties about the First 
Randomisation process 
ensuring their confidence 
in the uprightness of  the 
process and encouraging 
that all requisite mea-
sures have been enacted 
to uphold the sanctity of  

the polls in free, fair and 
transparent manner as per 
the guidelines of  Election 
Commission of  India.

The DEO said that 
the EVM randomization 
facilitated by dedicated 
software is to ensure 
transparent, free and fair 
elections devoid of  human 
interference.

 He further elaborated 
that following the ran-
domization, EVMs will be 
securely transferred to 
designated Strong Rooms 
of  the respective constitu-
encies under rigorous 
security and surveillance.

The representatives of  
political parties including 
CPIM, Bharatiya Janata 
party, Indian National Con-
gress, Peoples Democratic 
party and J&K National 
Conference attended the 
first phase of  the random-
ization process.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BHADERWAH: The two-
day workshop on “Drone 
Technology and its applica-
tions” commenced Friday 
at Bhaderwah Campus of  
Jammu University here.

The workshop attracted 
nearly 200 participants from 
various educational institu-
tions, departments of  Bhad-
erwah Campus, officials 
and jawans from the Indian 
Army and teaching and 
non-teaching staff.

The Vice Chancellor, 
University of  Jammu, Prof. 
Umesh Rai, commended 
the Bhaderwah Campus for 
organizing the workshop.

 Chief  guest on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commission-
er Doda, Harvinder Singh 
extended his best wishes 
to  Bhaderwah Campus 
for organising event on a 
topic of  paramount impor-
tance. He elaborated on the 
myriad benefits that drone 
technology offers in the 
contemporary era, empha-
sizing its significance in 
various sectors.

The Rector of  Bhader-
wah Campus and Patron 
of  the workshop Prof. J. P. 
Singh Joorel conveyed his 
appreciation to the Depart-
ment of  Computer Science 
& IT for spearheading this 
workshop. He underscored 
the workshop’s role in 
equipping participants 
with valuable insights into 
drone technology. “This 
workshop promises to be 

an enriching experience, 
providing participants 
with valuable insights and 
practical knowledge in the 
field of  drone technology”, 
he said.

Superintendent of  Police 
(SP) Operation Doda, Sunil 
Kesar), , graced the occasion 
as the Guest of  honour. He 
delivered a comprehensive 
discourse on the impor-
tance of  drone technology, 
particularly in address-
ing security concerns. He 
emphasized the pivotal role 
drones play in current cir-
cumstances and highlighted 
their significance in ensur-
ing safety and security.

Dr. Jatinder Manhas, 
the Convenor of  the work-
shop, provided a detailed 
outline of  the work-
shop’s agenda through an 
insightful presentation. 
He emphasized that the 
workshop covers a diverse 
range of  topics, includ-
ing introduction to Drone 
Technology, drone hard-
ware and software, safety 
and regulations, hands-
on drone flying sessions, 
applications in agricul-
ture, aerial photography 
and videography, search 
and rescue operations, 
infrastructure inspection, 
environmental monitor-
ing, and future trends and 
career opportunities. He 
highlighted the workshop’s 
significance as a pioneer-
ing initiative in the Union 
Territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir.

LOK SABHA ELECTION

Three more 

candidates file 
nomination for 
Udhampur seat

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: Three more candi-
dates Friday filed their nomina-
tion papers from the Udhampur 
Lok Sabha constituency for the 
first phase of  Parliamentary 
elections scheduled to be held in 
Jammu and Kashmir on April 19.

With the filing of  nomination 
papers by three candidates today, 
the total number of  candidates 
who have filed their candidature 
for 4-Udhampur PC goes to five.

The last day for filing of  nomi-
nation papers is March 27, 2024 
upto 03:00 PM.

Awareness programme on 
SVEEP held across Samba

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SAMBA: As per the 
directions of  Chief  Elec-
toral Officer J&K and 
District Election Office 
Samba, a day long aware-
ness campaign was held 
in the district for the 
awareness of  voters 
under SVEEP 4 pro-
gramme, an initiative of  
ECI for stronger democ-
racy with greater partici-
pation of  the electors.

Various ELCs, VAFs, 
Anganwadi Workers, offi-
cials from Revenue, Rural 
Development and Educa-
tion department were 
mobilised along with local 
BLOs to sensitise all sec-

tions of  society.
DNO SVEEP made a 

synchronous strategy 
along with AROs of  all 
three ACs which result-
ed in mass mobilisation 
and identification of  
target areas where voter 
turnout was compara-
tively less. Special focus 
was made for the youth, 
women, old age voters 
and tribals.

Such activities will 
continue on a day to day 
basis till the poll day so 
that maximum participa-
tion is ensured and elec-
tors are facilitated and 
encouraged for strength-
ening the democratic 
process.

First randomization of 
EVMs held in Jammu

LS Polls

First-level EVM randomization 
successfully held in Samba

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SAMBA:  Samba district has 
achieved a significant milestone in 
its electoral preparations with the 
successful completion of  the first 
level of  Electronic Voting Machine 
(EVM) randomization for the upcom-
ing Parliamentary Elections 2024 
under the supervision of  Returning 
Officer, Abhishek Sharma.

The event, held in the presence 
of  senior officials and representa-
tives from various political parties, 
focused on allocating 493 Ballot 
Units, 493 Control Units and 511 
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) units for all three assem-
bly segments viz; 69-Ramgarh, 
70-Samba, and 71-Vijaypur.

He emphasized on the primary 
objective of  the randomization pro-
cess to ensure transparent, free and 
fair elections, devoid of  any human 
intervention by utilizing dedicated 
software specifically designed for 
this purpose, the randomization was 
conducted meticulously.

Before the commencement of  
the randomization, the Returning 
Officer briefed political represen-
tatives about the process, reassur-
ing them of  the comprehensive 
arrangements in place to guaran-
tee fair polls.

The subsequent phases of  ran-
domization will determine the spe-
cific allocation of  EVMs to polling 
stations in the upcoming stages of  
preparation.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In view of upcoming parlia-
mentary elections, the first randomisa-
tion of Electronic 
Voting Machines 
(EVMs) was 
c o n d u c t e d 
Friday at the 
District Head-
quarters here 
for 11 Assembly 
Constituencies 
of Jammu district.

The process was carried out in the 
presence of representatives of various 
political parties.

District Election Officer, Sachin 
Kumar Vaishya, oversaw the proceed-
ings, while the execution of the ran-
domisation was handled by District 
Informatics Officer, Sanjeev Kapoor.

The event was marked by the pres-
ence of representatives from politi-
cal parties, who observed the process 
alongside Assistant Returning Offi-

cers. Deputy District Election Officer 
Rameshwar Kumar was also present 
at the occasion.

For the poll date, April 26, Jammu 
has reserved an extra 40% of Ballot 
Units and 39% of VVPATs as a pre-
caution. With 1488 polling stations 
ready, the district is well-prepared for 
a seamless vote.
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Udhampur-Doda LS seat 
braces for direct battle 
between BJP and Congress

STUDENT SAFETY ‘TOP PRIORITY’

Amar Singh College clarifies 
tree felling decision

AMIR TANTRAY

JAMMU: Since the Con-
gress party has been able 
to get a best possible can-
didate by roping in Choud-
hary Lal Singh against 
BJP’s Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
a fierce battle is expected 
between these two Rajputs 
from Udhampur-Doda Lok 
Sabha constituency.

With Lal Singh’s entry, 
it will not be a cakewalk for 
Jitendra Singh from this seat 
which he enjoyed during 
2019 general elections.

Dr. Jitendra Singh is a 
two-time and incumbent 
MP from this seat and was 
a giant killer in 2014 elec-
tions when he had defeated 
Congress stalwart Ghulam 
Nabi Azad with a margin 
of  around 60000 votes. With 
this achievement, he was 
able to get a place in coun-
cil of  ministers of  Naren-
dra Modi government in 
first term and continued 
to enjoy the same treat-
ment after winning the seat 
during 2019 elections.

Originally hailing from 
Malohri area of  district 
Doda, Jitendra Singh’s 
political journey took a 
jump after 2008 Amarnath 
land row when he emerged 
as a strong face of  the agi-
tation and played the most 
important role of  making 
people aware about the 
purpose of  agitation. 
Being a strong communi-
cator, Jitendra Singh never 
looked back and enjoyed 

great support from party 
leaders, both at the centre 
and in the state.

Currently he is relying 
on the work done by the 
Modi government in his 
constituency and is hoping 
that people will keep faith 
in him and leadership of  
Prime Minister Modi.

On the other hand, 
Choudhary Lal Singh, a 
former Congressman who 
had left the party in 2014 
after Ghulam Nabi Azad 
was preferred over him 
to contest the Lok Sabha 
elections, had joined BJP 
in August 2014 and had 
contested successfully the 
Assembly elections in the 
same year. He is a two-time 
MP from Udhampur-Doda 
seat, which he won in 2004, 
by defeating BJP stalwart 
Chaman Lal Gupta, and in 
2009. He has served as min-
ister for health and minis-
ter for forests in Jammu 
and Kashmir in the past 
and people loved his style 

of  work.
After distancing him-

self  from BJP when he 
went against the party in 
demanding CBI inquiry 
into Rasana rape and 
murder case of  a nomad 
girl, Choudhary Lal Singh 
formed his own party 
Dogra Swabhiman Sanga-
than and contested the 2019 
Lok Sabha elections but 
faced huge defeat. He was 
nowhere close to BJP can-
didate Dr. Jitendra Singh 
and Congress candidate 
Vikramaditya Singh. He 
was able to get only 19049 
votes whereas Jitendra 
Singh had got over seven 
lakh votes.

But this time, with the 
efforts of  Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) 
President Vikar Rasool 
Wani and others, he has 
joined back the grand-old 
party and is contesting the 
Lok Sabha elections.

With Lal Singh’s entry 
as Congress party candi-

date, the battle on this high 
profile seat is expected to 
be a fierce one.

There are other aspects 
as well in this contest as 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, who 
formed his own party Dem-
ocratic Progressive Azad 
Party (DPAP) after leaving 
Congress party, had fielded 
three-time MLA Ghulam 
Muhammad Saroori from 
this seat. Saroori being a 
native from Kishtwar dis-
trict, enjoys a good image 
within his community 
and being a former Con-
gressman, whatever votes 
he will be able to fetch 
will make a dent to Con-
gress party. His party has 
already announced that 
they are fighting against 
INDIA alliance.

After delimitation Reasi 
district is no more part of  
this constituency and votes 
have also decreased this 
time. During the 2019 elec-
tions, the total number of  
votes of  this constituency 
was over 16.65 lakh where-
as this time votes stand at 
1622599. The constituency 
is spread in five districts, 
Kishtwar, Doda, Ramban, 
Udhampur and Kathua, 
with its headquarters at 
Kathua. The total number 
of  votes in Kishtwra dis-
trict is 175844, Doda dis-
trict has 304866, Ramban 
has 219106, Udhampur has 
419789 and Kathua has 
502994. (Data courtesy: 
Chief  Electoral Officer 
J&K)—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Amar Singh 
College on Friday clari-
fied the circumstances 
surrounding the felling of  
trees on the campus, saying 
the decision to remove the 
“aged” trees was made with 
student safety as the top 
priority. It also said that 
the tree auction conducted 
by the Forest Development 
Corporation led to the cut-
ting of  Willow/Robina and 
poplar trees under due pro-
cess of  law.

Expressing concern over 
the sentiments expressed 
on social media regarding 
the felling of  the green 
avenue of  the college, the 
college administration in 
a statement issued said it 
was necessary to address 
“misinformation” and pro-
vide clarity on the matter.

The administration 
cited the aftermath of  the 

2014 floods in Kashmir, 
during which the college 
was submerged for an 
extended period, result-
ing in severe damage to 
both infrastructure and 
trees. “The weakened trees 
became prone to uprooting 
during minor windstorms, 
posing significant safety 
risks to students, visitors, 
and staff. Numerous com-
plaints regarding safety 
and health concerns were 
documented by the college 
administration, necessitat-
ing urgent action,” it said.

The college said the 
process to address the 
safety challenges posed by 
the trees began in 2018-19 
when the matter was taken 
up with the Social Forestry 
Department.

Subsequently, an open 
auction notice was issued 
by the J&K State Forest 
Corporation for the cutting 
of  202 poplar trees within 

the campus. However, 
the bidding process faced 
delays due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, allowing the 
aged and weakened trees 
to continue posing safety 
threats.

According to the state-
ment, the community 
members and district 
authorities had also 
expressed concerns about 
the potential dangers posed 
by the trees. It said that 
specific instances of  trees 
falling during windstorms 
further highlighted the 
urgency of  the situation.

While acknowledging 
the concerns raised by civil 
society, the college admin-
istration reiterated its 
commitment to creating a 
green, sustainable and safe 
environment for students.

It said a massive plan-
tation drive of  500 conifer 
and other trees is planned 
for April to increase the 

green cover on campus, 
adding that measures 
such as the establishment 
of  micro forest clusters aim 
to improve air quality and 
environmental health.

The administration 
assured stakeholders of  its 
continued dedication to pre-
serving the legacy of  Amar 
Singh College while under-
taking substantial measures 
for its enhancement, includ-
ing the construction of a see-
through gate and a modern 
fountain.

“We earnestly request 
everyone to please rest 
your faith in our efforts 
that remain devoted to the 
betterment of  this insti-
tution. We realise that 
change may often seem 
awkward or intimidating 
but we must also acknowl-
edge that those who look 
only to the past are certain 
to miss the future,” the col-
lege said—(KNO)

Tourist service providers in 
Pahalgam to have uniforms

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PAHALGAM: In a signifi-
cant move, authorities in 
Pahalgam have directed 
all tourist service provid-
ers, including taxi stands, 
hotels, restaurants, and 
guest houses, to implement 
uniforms and nameplates 
for their staff  members 
who directly interact with 
tourists. This directive is the 
first-of-its-kind in the area.

According to an advisory 
issued by the Chief  Execu-
tive Officer of  Pahalgam, 
taxi operators are specifical-
ly instructed to wear green 
uniforms and keep jute bags 
in their taxis for collecting 
unwanted items.

“Professionalism stands 
as the cornerstone of  suc-
cess and sustainability in 
tourist trade. It transcends 
mere transactions and 
encompasses a commit-
ment to excellence, integ-
rity, and customer satis-
faction. Professionalism in 
the tourist trade entails not 
only meeting but exceeding 
the expectations of  visitors 
at every touchpoint, be it 
accommodation, dining, 
transportation, or recre-
ational activities,” reads 
the advisory.

Stakeholders in the 
tourist trade are expected 
to uphold certain stan-
dards of  professionalism 
to ensure visitor satis-
faction and safety. Staff  
members interacting with 
tourists are expected to 
present themselves profes-
sionally and adhere to pre-

scribed uniforms or dress 
codes where applicable, 
and demonstrate courtesy, 
politeness and respect at 
all times.

As a result of  a unani-
mous decision made in a 
meeting of  tourist trade 
stakeholders, all tourist 
service providers in Pahal-
gam, including taxi stands, 
hotels, restaurants, and 
guest houses, will adopt 
uniforms and nameplates 
for their staff  members 
who directly interact 
with tourists and the gen-
eral public. This collective 
decision reflects a commit-
ment to professionalism, 
efficiency, and ensuring 
a seamless experience for 
tourists and visitors, it 
mentions.

According to the advi-
sory, the distinctive green 
uniform with nameplates 
will facilitate easy iden-
tification of  staff  mem-
bers. All stakeholders are 
advised to strictly adhere 
to this uniform policy and 
ensure its effective imple-
mentation within their 
respective associations. 
Uniformity in attire will 
not only enhance the pro-
fessional image of  their 
businesses but also instill a 
sense of  trust and reliabil-
ity among visitors, it reads.

The initiative aims to 
make Pahalgam a premier 
tourist destination known 
for its professionalism and 
hospitality.

Chief  Executive Officer 
of  Pahalgam, Tariq Hus-

sian Naik, said that the 
objective behind this move 
is to instill professional 
ethics in tourism.

He said the standard-
ized attire will not only 
enhance aesthetics but also 
help visitors easily identify 
staff  members, which will 
create a sense of  security 
and trust.

“Uniforms instill pride 
and professionalism 
among stakeholders, and 
positively reflect on the 
destination's reputation,” 
Naik said, adding that 
enforcing proper uniforms 
at tourist destinations is 
crucial for enhancing visi-
tor experiences and main-
taining industry standards 
in a competitive global 
market—(KNO)

GOVERNMENT OF (U.T) JAMMU & KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI(PHE)DEPTT.
GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR
 BAGHI-ALI-MARDAN, NOWSHARA SRINAGAR.

E-mail:-phegwd@yahoo.com,  Tel./FaxNo:-0194-2411285

CANCELLATION NOTICE

Sub: Construction of 01 No. 125 mm machine drilled Bore Well at Alchiward Hiller Arhama District 

Anantnag. 

Ref:   This office e-NIT. No: 32 of 2023-24 issued vide this office endorsement No: JS-PHE/ 
GWDS/Corrs./ 5855-68, dated: 25-10-2023, figuring at S.No. 05 Bearing ID No.  2023_
PHE_234814_5.

Refer to the subject & reference cited above, in this matter due to the administrative reason the above 
mentioned work is herby is hereby cancelled.

No: -JS-PHE/GWDS/Corrs. /12010-12023 Sd/=
Dated:  22-03-2024. Executive Engineer,
DIPK-18180-23 Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptt.
DT: 22/03/2024 Ground Water Div. Srinagar.

Visit Udhampur to see real 
development: Jitendra Singh

AGENCIES

JAMMU: Dr. Jitendra 
Singh, BJP's nominee for 
the Udhampur parlia-
mentary seat, kicked off  
his election campaign by 
addressing a public gath-
ering at Ramlila Maidan 
in Kathua. Asserting the 
strides made in develop-
ment, Singh urged skep-
tics to visit the Udhampur 
constituency to witness 
progress firsthand.

Accompanied by Water 
Resources Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat, 
Singh emphasized that 
detractors who claim devel-
opment has not occurred 
fail to recognize the tangi-
ble advancements taking 
place. He cited examples 
such as improved access 
to education, illustrated 
by the enrollment of  local 
children in medical col-
leges and enhanced con-
nectivity via expressways 
linking to Delhi.

He highlighted his role 
in facilitating the instal-
lation of  Maharaja Gulab 
Singh's statue at Lakhan-

pur, contrasting it with the 
previous administration's 
perceived subservience to 
Kashmir-centric policies.

Singh also criticized 
the Congress party for 
allegedly neglecting the 
interests of  the region, 
particularly regarding the 
revocation of  the Dogra 
Certificate and disparities 
in youth reservations. He 
underscored the Modi gov-
ernment's commitment to 
rectifying such injustices, 
pointing to recent initia-
tives aimed at ensuring 
equitable treatment for 
the youth of  Kathua, Doda, 
and Udhampur—(KNO)

Byju's says 262 tuition centres 
operational, a few to undergo 
'strategic restructuring'

Absconders arrested in 
Awantipora: Police

IANS

NEW DELHI: Embattled 
edtech company Byju's on 
Friday said that its tuition 
centres have entered the 
third successful year with 
262 offline locations cur-
rently operational across 
the country.

Denying reports that 200 
of  its tuition centres are to 
be shut down as part of  the 
latest cost-cutting move, 
the company said that 
there is no such reduction 
planned.

As the company strives 
for operational efficiency, 
"it has identified oppor-
tunities for improvement 
for a small percentage of  
tuition centres, which will 
undergo strategic restruc-
turing to align with BYJU'S 
long-term vision," a com-
pany spokesperson said in 
a statement.

"Nearly all Byju's 
tuition centres continue 
to serve students success-
fully across India, gearing 
up to set new benchmarks 

in hybrid learning, which 
brings together the best of  
offline and online learn-
ing," the spokesperson 
said.

"Ninety per cent of  
tuition centres -- 262 out 
of  292 -- will continue to 
function in this novel 
hybrid model, integrat-
ing the best and the latest 
technology in the coming 
years," the spokesperson 
added.

Last week, Byju's man-
dated all its employees to 
work from home as it gave 
up office spaces across the 
country amid several cash 
crunch.

The company is giving 
up office spaces as the 
leases expired, keeping 
only its Bengaluru-based 
headquarters.

The company is also 
yet to disburse full sala-
ries for thousands of  
employees for the month 
of  February as its funds 
remain stuck amid an 
ongoing NCLT case with 
some key investors.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police in Awanti-
pora on Friday said to have 
arrested absconders who 
were evading their arrest 
for a long time.

“Two warrants under 
section 512 Crpc issued 
by Hon'ble Court of  Prin-
cipal District and Ses-
sions Judge Pulwama and 
Hon’ble Munsif  Court 
Pulwama pending with 
police Station Awantipora 
against 02 accused persons 
namely Tariq Ah Lone son 
of  Late Ab Khaliq Lone res-
ident of  Karphali Mohalla 
Shaheedgunj A/P Khan-
yar and Gulzar Ahmad 
Chechoo son of  Gh Rasool 
resident of  Aabi Nowpora 
Dalgate, were executed,” a 
police spokesman said in a 
statement issue.

Both the accused per-
sons who were involved in 
case FIR Nos 142/1989 and 
130/1996 of  Police Station 
Awantipora and were evad-
ing their arrest from last 34 
years and 27 years respective-
ly, were arrested by a special 
Police team, police said.

Subsequently, the 

arrested accused persons 
were produced before the 
respective Court of  Law. 
Similarly, a special team 
of  Police Station Tral 
under the supervision of  
SDPO Tral Suhail Ahmed 
Rishi also executed a war-
rant under section 512 
CRPC, issued by Court of  
JMIC Court Tral against 
an accused namely Abdul 
Samad Malla @Samad 
Inqelabi son of  Late Ab 
Rehman Malla resident 
of  Gunistan Sumbal who 
was evading his arrest 
from last 07 years and was 
involved in case FIR No. 
49/2017 of  Police Station 
Tral, the statement reads.

The accused person was 
arrested from Gunistan 
Sumbal area. Subsequent-
ly, the arrested accused was 
produced before the Court 
of  Law. Our consistent 
actions against anti-social 
elements should reassure 
the community members 
that we are making every 
effort to keep our society 
free of  crime. Police has 
resolved to act as per law 
against those who indulge 
in criminal activities, police 
said—(KNO)

ECI allots 'Bucket' symbol to DPAP 
for Lok Sabha polls

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Election 

Commission of India has allot-

ted 'Bucket' as the symbol to 

Ghulam Nabi Azad led DPAP for 

the upcoming Lok Sabha polls.

Party chief spokesperson, 

Salman Nizami said that the 

ECI has allocated 'Bucket' as 

the election symbol to the 

party. Lok Sabha polls are 

scheduled to be held next 

month in 7 phases with the first 

phase commencing on April 

19—(KNO) 

Residential house 
gutted in 
Chattabal blaze

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: A residential house was 
damaged in a blaze that broke out near 
Pinchie Mandi area of  Chattabal, Sri-
nagar on Friday afternoon, officials 
said.

An official said that a double-story 
residential house was gutted while 
another house was partially damaged in 
the fire incident at Pinchie mandi area 
in Chattabal.

“The fire has been put under con-
trolled and no loss of  life or any other 
injury has been reported in the incident,” 
he added—(KNO)

2 fire-fighters injured 
as many shops gutted 
in Sgr blaze

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: At least two shops were 
damaged in a fire incident at Bohri Kadal 
of  Srinagar on Friday, officials said.

An official said that following the 
reporting of  the fire incident at Bohri 
Kadal Srinagar, involving three single-
storey shops, the men and machinery 
from the Fire and Emergency Services 
Department were pressed to douse the 
flames.

The official said that during the 
rescue operation, two fire-fighters also 
received burn injuries, who were later 
taken to a nearby hospital for treat-
ment—(KNO)
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No Compromise 
On Corruption

C
orruption can lead nations to 

doom. We have examples of coun-

tries like Sri Lanka and Pakistan 

in front of us. Countries that at 

one point were excelling in every 

economic front are now dependent on World 

Bank bail-out packages and are on the verge of 

bankruptcy. The Mr. Ten percent in these coun-

tries have wreaked havoc with the economies 

of these countries. They import a hell lot more 

than what they export and there is no enter-

prise or initiative to change that status.

During the two terms of Congress, there were 

some of the biggest scams that could shake the 

foundations of the Indian economy. However, 

given the size of the Indian economy, the econ-

omy kept on bouncing back to normal order. 

India in those days had a coalition government 

that was weak with pressures being exerted 

from all medium-weight and feather-weight 

parties. The government during those ten years 

was incapable of launching a crusade against 

corruption due to political compulsions.

The last ten years have been a revelation. A strong 

government at the center has ensured that there is 

no getting away from corruption – no matter who 

you are, no matter what party you are affiliated 
with, no matter what your social background or 

political inclination is. This revolution was brought 

in by the Prime Minister of the country Narendra 

Modi himself. There is a crusade going on against 

corruption, there is literally no place for corrupt 

officials or corruption in India anymore.
These days we are seeing the law of the land 

being followed in letter and spirit. Any govern-

ment servant who indulges in corruption is put 

behind bars, let him be the acting chief minister 

of any state. Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed 

a tremendous development of fact that the Lieu-

tenant Governor of the Union territory of Jammu 

and Kashmir Manoj Sinha has taken it upon him-

self to rid Kashmir valley as well as the Jammu 

region of the scourge of corruption.  
We are seeing frequent tireless raids on 
corrupt officials. Any civilian now has the 
power to call on the anti-corruption helpline 
number to get redressal of his/her problems. 
Things are changing for the better.

How RSS Shapes India's Social Fabric

PROF. JASIM MOHAMMAD

T
he Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) has been a promi-
nent force in shaping the socio- 
cultural landscape of  Bharat 
for nearly a century. Founded 

by Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar in 1925, 
the RSS has evolved into one of  the larg-
est volunteer organizations in the world, 
with a presence in almost every district of  
India. In recent years, under the leader-
ship of  Dr. Mohan Bhagwat, the RSS has 
garnered increased attention and scruti-
ny, prompting a deeper exploration of  its 
ideology, activities, and impact on society.

Dr. Mohan Bhagwat, the current 
Sarsanghchalak (chief) of  the RSS, has 
articulated the organization's vision 
and principles on numerous occasions. 
In one of  his speeches, he speaks about 
the RSS's commitment to nation-build-
ing and social cohesion, stating, "Our 
goal is to create a strong, united, and 
prosperous India where every citizen 
can thrive and contribute to the nation's 
growth."

Dr. Manmohan Vaidya Ji’s assertion 
that “RSS is the organization of  the 
entire society,” is true because the RSS 
has been actively working towards soci-
etal development and national integra-
tion across India. With its presence in 99 
percent of  districts and a structure that 
reaches from the national level down to 
villages, the RSS has a wide and inclu-
sive reach. The organization conducts 
thousands of  daily shakhas (branches) 
that engage a diverse group of  individ-
uals, including students and working 
professionals. Indeed, the RSS's exten-
sive network of  shakhas (branches) and 
outreach programs serves all segments 
of  society, irrespective of  caste, creed, 
or religion.

Moreover, the RSS's emphasis on 
women's empowerment through initia-
tives such as Mahila Samanvaya pro-
grams is commendable. By providing 
a platform for women to participate 
in discussions on Bharatiya (Indian) 
thought and social transformation, the 
RSS is demonstrating its dedication to 
fostering a more inclusive society where 
every member has the opportunity to 
contribute to the nation’s progress. This 
approach aligns with the RSS’s broader 
goals of  unity and national strength 
through collective effort and empower-
ment.  The RSS's efforts to commemo-
rate historical figures like Ahilyabai 
Holkar , so by raising awareness about 
Ahilyabai's contributions to religious 
tolerance and economic development, 
the RSS is actually inspiring future gen-
erations to uphold her values of  com-
passion and service.

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) has been instrumental in promot-
ing Indian culture through various ini-

tiatives that emphasize the country’s 
rich heritage and values. The organi-
zation’s efforts to celebrate historical 
figures like Ahilyabai Holkar and events 
such as the Ram Lalla Pran Pratishtha 
are reflective of  its commitment to cul-
tural preservation. By highlighting the 
contributions of  significant personali-
ties in India’s history, the RSS  instills 
a sense of  pride and respect for the 
nation’s past among its citizens. Fur-
thermore, the RSS’s educational pro-
grams, particularly the Sangh Shiksha 
Varg, are designed to inculcate tradi-
tional values and practices among the 
youth. The inclusion of  practical train-
ing in the curriculum  ensures that the 
cultural teachings are not just theo-
retical but also applicable in everyday 
life. This approach helps maintain the 
continuity of  Indian cultural practices 
and ensures they remain relevant in the 
modern context.

The surge in 'Join RSS' requests 
on the official website is indicative of  
the organization's growing appeal and 
relevance in contemporary India. As 
more individuals express their desire 
to become part of  the RSS's mission 
of  nation-building and social uplift-
ment, it is evident that the organiza-
tion's message resonates with a wide 
cross-section of  society. The Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is not only 
active in India but also has a presence 
in other parts of  the world. Although 
its roots are in India, the RSS has 
expanded its reach to connect with 
people of  Indian origin living abroad. 
This global outreach promotes Indian 
culture, values, and traditions beyond 
national borders.

In countries with significant Indian 
diaspora communities, the RSS orga-
nizes events, discussions, and cultural 
programs to foster a sense of  belong-
ing and connection to their Indian her-
itage. These initiatives strengthen ties 
between individuals of  Indian origin 

and promote a deeper understanding 
of  Indian culture and ethos. Through 
its overseas branches and affiliates, the 
RSS provides opportunities for people 
from diverse backgrounds to engage 
with its ideology and principles. These 
interactions often focus on promot-
ing traditional Indian values such 
as family, community, and service to 
society, resonating with individuals 
seeking a connection to their cultural 
roots. The RSS's global presence also 
facilitates collaboration and exchange 
between Indian communities world-
wide, fostering solidarity and mutual 
support. Whether through social, cul-
tural, or philanthropic activities, the 
RSS seeks to unite people across bor-
ders in a shared commitment to pro-
moting Indian ideals and contributing 
to the betterment of  society.

As per official reports of  RSS , the 
organizational structure of  the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), known 
as Sangh Rachana, encompasses 45 
Prants nationwide, further divided into 
Vibhag, Districts, and Khands. The RSS 
operates 73,117 daily shakhas across 
922 districts, 6,597 khands, and 27,720 
mandals, with each mandal covering 12 
to 15 villages. The number of  Shakhas 
has grown by 4,466 year-on-year. These 
Shakhas comprise 60 percent students 
and 40 percent working karyakartas, 
with 11 percent of  the shakhas catering 
to Swayamsevaks aged forty and above. 
Additionally, there are 27,717 saptahik 
Milan, marking an increase of  840 from 
the previous year, and the current count 
of  Sangh Mandali stands at 10,567. In 
urban areas, 10,000 Bastis host 43,000 
shakhas.

This data signifies the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh’s (RSS) extensive 
organizational reach and its robust 
growth trajectory in India. The figures 
reflect a strong grassroots presence, 
with a vast network of  daily shakhas 
that cater to a diverse group of  individu-

als, including students and working pro-
fessionals. The increase in the number 
of  shakhas and programs like the sap-
tahik Milan and Sangh Mandali indicate 
a growing interest and participation in 
the RSS’s activities.

RSS has historically been perceived 
as promoting Hindu-centric ideologies. 
However, it has shown signs of  adopt-
ing a more inclusive stance towards 
the Muslim community in India. It has 
indeed showcased a noteworthy shift 
in its stance towards the Muslim com-
munity in India, epitomized by the 
inclusive statement made by its Chief, 
Mohan Bhagwat. Bhagwat's assertion 
that "anyone who says Muslims should 
not live in India is not Hindu" signals 
a departure from past rhetoric. By 
unequivocally denouncing any form of  
discrimination against Muslims, Bhag-
wat and the RSS leadership are setting 
a new tone, one that prioritizes unity 
and harmony among India's diverse reli-
gious communities.

The Rastriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s 
(RSS) evolving stance towards the 
Muslim community in India is a positive 
development which is even a broader 
acceptance and respect for the country’s 
religious diversity. This shift is indica-
tive of  a more inclusive approach that 
aligns with the principles of  unity and 
harmony which are essential in a plu-
ralistic society like India. Such a stance 
has the potential to strengthen com-
munal bonds and promote a collective 
national identity.

Overall, these developments suggest 
that the RSS is actively working towards 
fostering a sense of  community, nation-
al pride, and civic responsibility, while 
also striving for organizational growth 
and societal impact.

Author is Professor in Comparative 
Literature, AUS and the Donor & Alumnus 

of Aligarh Muslim University. He can be 
mailed at modistudies@gmail.com

Beyond The Classroom

The Untold Story Of Underpaid Private Teachers

ER AAUSYF IBN FAROOQ

"Education is the 

most powerful 

weapon which you 

can use to change 

the world." 

- Nelson Mandela

T
eachers serve as 
mentors, guides, 
and facilitators of  
knowledge, impart-
ing academic les-

sons and instilling values, nur-
turing curiosity, and fostering 
critical thinking skills in their 
students. They play a pivotal 
role in shaping the character, 
aspirations, and perspectives 
of  the next generation, laying 
the foundation for a more 
enlightened and compassionate 
society. Through their dedica-
tion, passion, and unwavering 
commitment, teachers inspire, 
empower, and transform lives, 
leaving an indelible mark on 
the world. 

Every morning, as the sun 
casts its golden rays over the 

valleys of  Kashmir, dedicated 
teachers embark on a journey 
of  enlightenment, armed not 
with swords, but with knowl-
edge and passion. With each 
lesson imparted, they weave 
the fabric of  tomorrow, nur-
turing young minds and ignit-
ing the flames of  curiosity. Yet, 
behind their noble endeavors, 
lies a tale of  struggle and resil-
ience, where private teach-
ers in Kashmir face daunting 
obstacles despite their unwav-
ering dedication. Private 
teachers in Kashmir, equipped 
with advanced degrees and 
qualifications, find themselves 
trapped in a cycle of  underem-
ployment and financial insta-
bility. Despite their dedication 
to imparting knowledge and 

shaping young minds, they 
face numerous challenges that 
threaten their livelihoods and 
well-being.

One of  the primary con-
cerns plaguing private teach-
ers in Kashmir is the dispar-
ity between their qualifica-
tions and the compensation 
they receive. Many of  these 
educators hold master's 
degrees or even doctorates 
in their respective fields, yet 
they accept meager salaries 
that barely cover their basic 
needs. This glaring mis-
match between qualifications 
and remuneration not only 
demoralizes teachers but also 
undermines the value of  edu-
cation in society.

Adding to their financial 

woes, private teachers in Kash-
mir face the challenge of  receiv-
ing winter salaries irregularly. 
The harsh winter months, 
characterized by heavy snow-
fall and logistical challenges, 
often disrupt the payment pro-
cess by school management, 
leaving teachers struggling to 
make ends meet during the 
most challenging time of  the 
year. The precarious nature 
of  employment in the private 
education sector exacerbates 
the challenges teachers face in 
Kashmir. Many educators are 
hired on short-term contracts 
or as hourly wage workers, 
lacking job security and stabil-
ity. This uncertainty not only 
affects their financial stability 
but also hampers their ability 

to plan for the future and invest 
in their professional develop-
ment.

The predicament private 
educators face in Kashmir is 
not limited to financial difficul-
ties, it also affects their general 
welfare and morale. With low 
pay, long hours, and unful-
filled expectations, educators 
frequently experience chronic 
stress, anxiety, and burnout. 
In addition to hurting their 
mental health, overcoming 
these obstacles emotionally 
depletes them of  motivation 
and makes them feel unappre-
ciated.

To address the systemic 
issues plaguing private teach-
ers in Kashmir, concerted 
efforts are needed from various 
stakeholders, including educa-
tional institutions, government 
authorities, and civil society 
organizations. Firstly, schools 
must recognize the value of  
qualified teachers and provide 
them with fair compensation 
and job security commensu-
rate with their qualifications 
and experience. Additionally, 
policymakers need to imple-
ment measures to regulate the 
private education sector and 
enforce labor laws to protect 
the rights of  teachers. This 
includes establishing mini-
mum wage standards, ensuring 
timely payment of  salaries, and 
providing avenues for griev-
ance redressal.

The author is an Engineer 
and educator. He can be mailed 
at aasifhussain14@gmail.com
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Why Artificial Intelligence Must Be Stopped Now
RICHARD HEINBERG

T
hose advocating for artificial 
intelligence tout the huge 
benefits of  using this tech-
nology. For instance, an arti-
cle in CNN points out how 

AI is helping Princeton scientists solve 
“a key problem” with fusion energy. 
AI that can translate text to audio and 
audio to text is making information 
more accessible. Many digital tasks can 
be done faster using this technology.

However, any advantages that AI 
may promise are eclipsed by the cata-
clysmic dangers of  this controver-
sial new technology. Humanity has a 
narrow chance to stop a technological 
revolution whose unintended negative 
consequences will vastly outweigh any 
short-term benefits.

In the early 20th century, people 
(notably in the United States) could 
conceivably have stopped the prolif-
eration of  automobiles by focusing 
on improving public transit, thereby 
saving enormous amounts of  energy, 
avoiding billions of  tons of  greenhouse 
gas emissions, and preventing the loss 
of  more than 40,000 lives in car acci-
dents each year in the U.S. alone. But 
we didn’t do that.

In the mid-century, we might have 
been able to stave off  the development 
of  the atomic bomb and averted the 
apocalyptic dangers we now find our-
selves in. We missed that opportunity, 
too. (New nukes are still being designed 
and built.)

In the late 20th century, regulations 
guided by the precautionary principle 
could have prevented the spread of  
toxic chemicals that now poison the 
entire planet. We failed in that instance 
as well.

Now we have one more chance
With AI, humanity is outsourcing its 

executive control of  nearly every key 
sector —finance, warfare, medicine, 
and agriculture—to algorithms with 
no moral capacity.

If  you are wondering what could 
go wrong, the answer is plenty. If  it 
still exists, the window of  opportunity 
for stopping AI will soon close. AI is 
being commercialized faster than other 
major technologies. Indeed, speed is 
its essence: It self-evolves through 
machine learning, with each iteration 
far outdistancing Moore’s Law.

And because AI is being used to 
accelerate all things that have major 
impacts on the planet (manufactur-
ing, transport, communication, and 
resource extraction), it is not only an 
uber-threat to the survival of  humanity 
but also to all life on Earth.

AI Dangers Are Cascading
In June 2023, I wrote an article out-

lining some of  AI’s dangers. Now, that 
article is quaintly outdated. In just a 
brief  period, AI has revealed more dan-
gerous implications than many of  us 
could have imagined.

In an article titled “DNAI—The Arti-
ficial Intelligence/Artificial Life Con-
vergence,” Jim Thomas reports on the 
prospects for “extreme genetic engi-
neering” provided by AI. If  artificial 
intelligence is good at generating text 
and images, it is also super-competent 
at reading and rearranging the letters 
of  the genetic alphabet. Already, AI 
tech giant Nvidia has developed what 
Thomas calls “a first-pass ChatGPT 
for virus and microbe design,” and 
applications for its use are being found 
throughout life sciences, including 
medicine, agriculture, and the devel-
opment of  bioweapons.

How would biosafety precautions for 
new synthetic organisms work, con-
sidering that the entire design system 
creating them is inscrutable? How 
can we adequately defend ourselves 
against the dangers of  thousands of  
new AI-generated proteins when we 
are already doing an abysmal job of  
assessing the dangers of  new chemi-
cals?

Research is advancing at warp 
speed, but oversight and regulation are 
moving at a snail’s pace.

Threats to the financial system from 
AI are just beginning to be understood. 
In December 2023, the U.S. Financial 
Stability Oversight Council (FSOC), 
composed of  leading regulators across 
the government, classified AI as an 
“emerging vulnerability.”

Because AI acts as a “black box” 
that hides its internal operations, 
banks using it could find it harder “to 
assess the system’s conceptual sound-
ness.” According to a CNN article, the 
FSOC regulators pointed out that AI 
“could produce and possibly mask 
biased or inaccurate results, [raising] 
worries about fair lending and other 
consumer protection issues.” Could 
AI-driven stocks and bonds trading 
tank securities markets? We may not 
have to wait long to find out. Securities 
and Exchange Commission Chair Gary 
Gensler, in May 2023, spoke “about AI’s 
potential to induce a [financial] crisis,” 
according to a U.S. News article, calling 
it “a potential systemic risk.”

Meanwhile, ChatGPT recently spent 
the better part of  a day spewing bizarre 

nonsense in response to users’ ques-
tions and often has “hallucinations,” 
which is when the system “starts to 
make up stuff—stuff  that is not [in 
line] with reality,” said Jevin West, a 
professor at the University of  Wash-
ington, according to a CNN article he 
was quoted in. What happens when AI 
starts hallucinating financial records 
and stock trades?

Lethal autonomous weapons are 
already being used on the battlefield. 
Add AI to these weapons, and what-
ever human accountability, moral 
judgment, and compassion still persist 
in warfare will tend to vanish. Killer 
robots are already being tested in a 
spate of  bloody new conflicts world-
wide—in Ukraine and Russia, Israel 
and Palestine, as well as in Yemen and 
elsewhere.

It was obvious from the start that 
AI would worsen economic inequality. 
In January, the IMF forecasted that AI 
would affect nearly 40 percent of  jobs 
globally (around 60 percent in wealthy 
countries). Wages will be impacted, 
and jobs will be eliminated. These are 
undoubtedly underestimates since the 
technology’s capability is constantly 
increasing.

Overall, the result will be that people 
who are placed to benefit from the tech-
nology will get wealthier (some spec-
tacularly so), while most others will 
fall even further behind. More specifi-
cally, immensely wealthy and power-
ful digital technology companies will 
grow their social and political clout far 
beyond already absurd levels.

It is sometimes claimed that AI will 
help solve climate change by speeding 

up the development of  low-carbon tech-
nologies. But AI’s energy usage could 
soon eclipse that of  many smaller coun-
tries. And AI data centers also tend to 
gobble up land and water.

AI is even invading our love lives, 
as presaged in the 2013 movie “Her.” 
While the internet has reshaped rela-

tionships via online dating, AI has the 
potential to replace human-to-human 
partnering with human-machine inti-
mate relationships. Already, Replika is 

being marketed as the “AI companion 
who cares”—offering to engage users 
in deeply personal conversations, 
including sexting. Sex robots are being 

developed, ostensibly for elderly and 
disabled folks, though the first custom-
ers seem to be wealthy men.

Face-to-face human interactions 
are becoming rarer, and couples are 
reporting a lower frequency of  sexual 
intimacy. With AI, these worrisome 
trends could grow exponentially. Soon, 

it’ll just be you and your machines 
against the world.

As the U.S. presidential election 
nears, the potential release of  a spate 
of  deepfake audio and video record-
ings could have the nation’s democracy 
hanging by a thread. Did the candidate 
really say that? It will take a while to 
find out. But will the fact-check itself  
be AI-generated? India is experiment-
ing with AI-generated political content 
in the run-up to its national elections, 
which are scheduled to take place in 
2024, and the results are weird, decep-
tive, and subversive.

A comprehensive look at the situa-
tion reveals that AI will likely acceler-
ate all the negative trends currently 
threatening nature and humanity. But 
this indictment still fails to account for 
its ultimate ability to render humans, 
and perhaps all living things, obsolete.

AI’s threats aren’t a series of  easily 
fixable bugs. They are inevitable 
expressions of  the technology’s inher-
ent nature—its hidden inner workings 
and self-evolution of  function. And 
these aren’t trivial dangers; they are 
existential.

The fact that some AI developers, 
who are the people most familiar with 
the technology, are its most strident 
critics should tell us something. In fact, 
policymakers, AI experts, and journal-
ists have issued a statement warning 
that “mitigating the risk of  extinc-
tion from AI should be a global prior-
ity alongside other societal-scale risks 
such as pandemics and nuclear war.”

Don’t Pause It, Stop It
Many AI-critical opinion pieces in 

the mainstream media call for a pause 

in its development “at a safe level.” 
Some critics call for regulation of  the 
technology’s “bad” applications—in 
weapons research, facial recognition, 
and disinformation. Indeed, Europe-
an Union officials took a step in this 
direction in December 2023, reaching 
a provisional deal on the world’s first 

comprehensive laws to regulate AI.
Whenever a new technology is intro-

duced, the usual practice is to wait and 
see its positive and negative outcomes 
before implementing regulations. But 
if  we wait until AI has developed fur-
ther, we will no longer be in charge. We 
may find it impossible to regain control 
of  the technology we have created.

The argument for a total AI ban 
arises from the technology’s very 
nature—its technological evolution 
involves acceleration to speeds that 
defy human control or accountability. 
A total ban is the solution that AI pio-
neer Eliezer Yudkowsky advised in his 
pivotal op-ed in TIME:

“[T]he most likely result of  build-
ing a superhumanly smart AI, under 
anything remotely like the current 
circumstances, is that literally every-
one on Earth will die. Not as in ‘maybe 
possibly some remote chance,’ but as 
in ‘that is the obvious thing that would 
happen.’”

Yudkowsky goes on to explain that 
we are currently unable to imbue AI 
with caring or morality, so we will get 
AI that “does not love you, nor does it 
hate you, and you are made of  atoms it 
can use for something else.”

Underscoring and validating Yud-
kowsky’s warning, a U.S. State Depart-
ment-funded study published on March 
11 declared that unregulated AI poses 
an “extinction-level threat” to human-
ity.

To stop further use and develop-
ment of  this technology would require 
a global treaty—an enormous hurdle 
to overcome. Shapers of  the agreement 
would have to identify the key techno-
logical elements that make AI possible 
and ban research and development in 
those areas, anywhere and everywhere 
in the world.

There are only a few historical prec-
edents when something like this has 
happened. A millennium ago, Chinese 
leaders shut down a nascent indus-
trial revolution based on coal and 
coal-fueled technologies (hereditary 
aristocrats feared that upstart indus-
trialists would eventually take over 
political power). During the Tokugawa 
Shogunate period (1603-1867) in Japan, 
most guns were banned, almost com-
pletely eliminating gun deaths. And in 
the 1980s, world leaders convened at 
the United Nations to ban most CFC 
chemicals to preserve the planet’s 
atmospheric ozone layer.

The banning of  AI would likely 
present a greater challenge than was 
faced in any of  these three historical 
instances. But if  it’s going to happen, 
it has to happen now.

Suppose a movement to ban AI were 
to succeed. In that case, it might break 
our collective fever dream of  neolib-
eral capitalism so that people and their 
governments finally recognize the need 
to set limits. This should already have 
happened with regard to the climate 
crisis, which demands that we strictly 
limit fossil fuel extraction and energy 
usage. If  the AI threat, being so acute 
compels us to set limits on ourselves, 
perhaps it could spark the institutional 
and intergovernmental courage needed 
to act on other existential threats.

Richard Heinberg is a senior fellow 
at the Post Carbon Institute and the 
author of  Power: Limits and Prospects 
for Human Survival. He is a contribu-
tor to the Observatory.

This article was produced by Earth 
| Food | Life, a project of  the IMI

I
n the mid-cen-

tury, we might 

have been able 

to stave off  the 

development of  the 

atomic bomb and 

averted the apoca-

lyptic dangers we 

now find ourselves 

in. We missed that 

opportunity, too. 

(New nukes are 

still being designed 

and built.)
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India To Become Third
people, Anurag Thakur said, adding 

this was done in two years -- something 
the Congress-led government could not 
do in so many years.

The Union Minister said that during 
the erstwhile Congress rule, as pilferage 
was huge, the money was not reaching the 
beneficiaries. "However, PM Modi used 
technology, Department of  Telecom and 
linked Aadhaar and Jan Dhan accounts 
and money was reaching the beneficiaries 
100 per cent," he said.

Anurag Thakur also said that every 
Indian is now secured under the 'Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana' which was 
never there before 2014.

The Union Minister also said that PM 
Modi-led government has provided 4 
crore houses to the poorest of  the poor.

CS Reviews Functioning
and coverage of  UT population under 

NFSA, Non-NFSA and PMFSS schemes. 
He took notice of  the areas not having 
online POS facility available and reach of  
Aadhar/OTP authenticated transactions, 
e-KYC and route optimization status.

Bihar Diwas
auspicious day.
He said since ancient times, Bihar was 

known as the centre of  spirituality, edu-
cation and made significant contribution 
to all aspects of  vibrant art and culture 
of  the country.

The Lt Governor also paid homage 
to the great personalities of  Bihar and 
remembered their valuable contribution 
to India’s freedom movement and the 
building of  modern India.

DIPR Gets Creative
Participation) campaign.
Drawing inspiration from popular Bol-

lywood dialogues and characters from 
movies and web series, DIPR Kathua 
curated a series of  hilarious memes and 
creative content, which are being circu-
lated on various social media platforms.  
The campaign aims to grab the attention 
of  voters and encourage them to exercise 
their democratic right.

Speaking about the innovative approach, 
DIO Kathua Neeraj Bhargav who is also 
the Nodal Officer for SVEEP, stated, “We 
understand the importance of  voter turn-
out in ensuring a robust democracy”.

Experts Call For Urgent
practices to mitigate the impacts of  the 

water crisis. They said there is a need 
for collaborative efforts to safeguard this 
invaluable resource and ensure access to 
clean water for everyone.

"Only through collective action and 
unwavering commitment can we address 
the global water crisis and work towards 
a more sustainable and water-secure 
world," they said.

According to the United Nations, 
approximately 2.2 billion people lack 
access to safely managed drinking water, 
while 4.2 billion lack access to safely man-
aged sanitation services—(KNO)

Flight Fares Skyward
Rs 10,000, placing additional strain on 

travelers' budgets. Similarly, flights from 
Jammu to Ahmedabad are now priced 
between Rs 6,000 and Rs 8,000, while those 
to Indore range from Rs 8,000 to Rs 10,000.

Comparing prices with February 
reveals a staggering increase of  three 
to four thousand rupees, highlighting 
the significant impact of  festival-related 
fare hikes on travelers. “With such sharp 
increases, the burden falls dispropor-
tionately on passengers, underscoring 
the need for regulatory intervention to 
ensure fair pricing practices in the avia-
tion sector,” an aggrieved traveller from 
Srinagar told KNO—(KNO)

Court Sends Kejriwal
the CM of  Delhi is the key conspirator 

and kingpin in demanding kickbacks 
from businessmen. The agency fur-
ther claimed that Kejriwal was directly 
involved in the formation of  the Excise 
policy.

The ED counsel claimed that Vijay 
Nair, who was the media in charge of  
AAP, was working for Delhi CM Kejriw-
al. Nair, who the agency said lives adja-
cent to the residence of  Kejriwal, acted 
as a middleman between the AAP and 
the South group.

The ED counsel further claimed that 
the proceeds of  crime are not only Rs 
100 crore but profits made by bribe 
givers were also proceeds of  crime. The 
counsel said that the agency had traced 
Hawala trails of  Rs 45 crore that were 
used in the Goa Election.

ASG SV Raju said that AAP is a ben-
eficiary that exists as a company. Every 
person responsible for the conduct of  
the company is responsible. Apart from 
being liable as an individual, the CM is 
also vicariously liable.

The ASG said that Kejriwal’s role via 
the AAP is important in addition to his 
role in the alleged scam. The counsel 
further said that Kejriwal was not coop-
erative during the search.

ED further alleged that Kejriwal is 

responsible for all AAP affairs. He is 
the national convenor of  the party. The 
kickbacks came in cash and were used 
in Goa assembly elections. The excise 
policy is a scam, it was only made to 
fund the Goa elections the counsel said.

Senior Advocate Abhishek Manu Sing-
hvi appearing for Kejriwal opposed the 
remand plea and submitted that the 
agency needs to show the necessity to 
arrest. Singhvi argued that the power 
of  arrest and the necessity of  arrest are 
two different things.

Singhvi said that in the history of  75 
years of  independence, this is the first 
time a sitting CM is arrested, the first 
time four leaders of  his party are arrest-
ed. Singhvi further said it’s like having 
the result before the first vote is cast.

Singhvi said that 80 per cent of  the 
people have not mentioned Kejriwal or 
any dealings with him. Any remanding 
court is not an automatic rubber stamp, 
Singhvi argued.

Singhvi contended that according to 
ED Kejriwal had been arrested for non-
cooperation, but all necessary docu-
ments were already in possession of  the 
agency and summoning him ‘in person’ 
was a ploy to illegally arrest him and 
the present matter is a clear case of  
malice.

Kejriwal’s counsel further said that 
without dealing with various discrepan-
cies and legal lacunae pointed by him, 
ED issued back-to-back cyclostyled sum-
mons under Section 50 PMLA directing 
him to appear.

Singhvi further stated that there is no 
direct evidence. Without there being any 
material in possession of  the Enforce-
ment Directorate based on which Kejri-
wal can be believed to be guilty of  an 
offence, he is being illegally and arbi-
trarily arrested by the ED.

Singhvi while concluding his argu-
ments, requested the Special Judge to 
please do not look at the remand as a 
routine, it requires the application of  
significant judicial mind as there are 
larger issues of  democracy involved.

Senior Advocate Vikram Chaudhari 
appearing for Kejriwal submitted that 
the administration of  the criminal 
justice system was at stake and that 
on Thursday the matter was before 
the High Court, which said no interim 
orders were called for at this stage but 
within hours the Delhi Chief  Minister 
was arrested.

Earlier, the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) had produced Kejriwal before the 
Rouse Avenue Court under tight secu-
rity.

While entering the court complex 
Kejriwal told reporters ” My life is dedi-
cated to the country whether I am inside 
or outside the prison.”

Kejriwal was arrested by the Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED) in the excise 
policy case on Thursday after the Delhi 
High Court refused interim protection 
to him from coercive action in connec-
tion with the excise policy case.

The case pertains to alleged irreg-
ularities and money laundering in 
framing and implementing the Delhi 
excise policy case 2022, which was later 
scrapped.

J&K's 3 Vital Roads
that primary contributors to these acci-

dents include excessive speed, overload-
ing and aggressive driving. —(KNO)
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Here's Why You Should Indulge In A Glass 
Of Pomegranate Juice For Better Health

P
omegranate 
is a fruit that 
o r i g i n a t e d 
in regions 
of  Iran and 

the Himalayas, but it is 
now widely grown and 
consumed around the 
world. It has a round 
shape, a thick and leath-
ery deep red or yellow 
skin, and is known for 
its distinctive sweet and 
tangy taste.

Pomegranate juice is 
derived from the seeds 
and pulp of  the pome-
granate fruit. It can 
be consumed either 
by squeezing the juice 
directly from the fruit 
or buying commercially 
produced juices. In this 
article, we discuss the 
many benefits of  con-
suming pomegranate 
juice.

12 Ways drinking 
a glass of  pomegran-
ate juice regularly can 
boost our health:

1. Antioxidant power
Pomegranate juice 

is rich in antioxidants, 
primarily polyphenols, 
which help neutralise 
harmful free radicals 
in the body and protect 
cells from damage.

2. Cardiovascular 
health

Studies have shown 
that pomegranate juice 
can improve overall 
cardiovascular health 
by reducing blood pres-
sure, lowering LDL cho-
lesterol levels, and pre-
venting the formation of  
arterial plaque.

3. Anti-inflammatory 
properties

Pomegranate juice 
contains compounds 
that possess anti-inflam-
matory effects. This can 

help reduce chronic 
inflammation in the 
body, which is linked 
to various health issues 
such as heart disease, 
cancer, and diabetes.

4. Immune system 
support

The high vitamin C 
content in pomegran-
ate juice helps boost 
the immune system and 
enhances the body's 
ability to fight off  infec-
tions and diseases.

5. Digestive health
Pomegranate juice is 

a good source of  dietary 
fibre, promoting healthy 
digestion and prevent-

ing constipation. It 
also contains natural 
enzymes that aid in the 
breakdown of  food.

6. Anti-cancer effects
Some research sug-

gests that pomegranate 
juice may have potential 
anti-cancer properties. 
It may help inhibit the 
growth and spread of  
cancer cells and reduce 
the risk of  certain 
types of  cancer, includ-
ing breast and prostate 
cancer.

7. Skin health
Pomegranate juice 

is known to have anti-
aging effects on the 

skin. The antioxidants 
present in the juice help 
protect against skin 
damage caused by sun 
exposure and promote a 
healthy complexion.

8. Cognitive function
Pomegranate juice 

may improve memory 
and cognitive func-
tion. It has been found 
to have neuroprotec-
tive effects, protecting 
brain cells from oxida-
tive stress and reducing 
the risk of  neurodegen-
erative diseases such as 
Alzheimer's disease.

9. Weight manage-
ment

The high fibre con-
tent in pomegranate 
juice can help promote 
feelings of  fullness and 
reduce overall calorie 
intake, aiding in weight 
management.

10. Bone health
Pomegranate juice 

contains several nutri-
ents important for bone 
health, including cal-
cium, magnesium, and 
vitamin K. Consuming 
it regularly may help 
improve bone density 
and reduce the risk of  
osteoporosis.

11. Diabetes manage-
ment

Pomegranate juice 
may help control 
blood sugar levels and 
improve insulin sensi-
tivity. It also contains 

compounds that inhibit 
certain enzymes respon-
sible for the breakdown 
of  carbohydrates, lead-
ing to more stable blood 
sugar levels.

12. Anti-microbial 
properties

Pomegranate juice 
has been found to pos-
sess antimicrobial prop-
erties, which can help 
fight against harmful 
bacteria and viruses.

It is believed that the 
high concentration of  
antioxidants, polyphe-
nols, and other bioactive 
compounds present in 
pomegranate juice con-
tribute to these health 
benefits. They help 
reduce inflammation, 

oxidative stress, and 
cellular damage, while 
also improving various 
physiological functions 
in the body.
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VIKSIT BHARAT AMBASSADOR MEET-UP

Chennai residents give 
thumbs up to Modi 
govt’s 2047 vision

Kejriwal kingpin of alleged excise 
policy scam, non-cooperative in 
investigation: ED

IANS

NEW DELHI: At the 
Viksit Bharat Ambassador 
(VBA) meet-up program in 
Chennai, the Information 
and Broadcasting (I&B) 
Minister Anurag Thakur 
enumerated achievements 
of  past ten years and also 
shed light on Modi govern-
ment’s vision for Viksit 
Bharat 2047.

A couple of  Chennai 
residents, in conversation 
with IANS, gave thumbs 
up to the Viskit Bharat 2047 
mission and also heaped 
praise on progressive and 
ground-breaking initia-
tives, launched under the 
Modi government.

Srivatsa, a Chennai-based 
resident lauding the initia-
tive, said, “Everyone should 
become part of  the Viksit 
Bharat journey because a 
collective effort will help 
achieve the mission before 
the 2047 deadline.

He said that today 
youths are being coaxed 
and cajoled to join the 
India growth story while 
the government is making 
adequate funding to sup-
port the entrepreneurs 
and other stakeholders. 
All this will add pace to 
the all-round growth of  the 
country.

Another resident Ran-
garaj, excited at his first 
participation in the VBA 
meet-up program, called 
it a landmark step and 
said that this initiative 
will enthuse and ener-

gize people of  the country 
to take an active role in 
taking forward the Viksit 
Bharat 2047 mission.

Umesh Agarwal, a Chen-
nai-based entrepreneur 
told IANS that the Viksit 
Bharat campaign will take 
the country to new heights.

“We are already near-
ing $5 trillion economy and 
$40 trillion economy is the 
stipulated target by 2047. 
PM Modi is trying to make 
the country ‘atmanirbhar’ 
in many sectors including 
aviation, semi-conductors, 
defence, genetics, space,” 
he said while praising the 
GIFT city, a sign of  the 
nation’s rising economic 
prowess.

He further said that the 
Modi government is gen-
erously funding entrepre-
neurs who have an intent 
to generate jobs and enter-
prise. Railways and air-
ports have undergone huge 
transformations while 
highways and expressways 

are being built at a fast 
pace. All these make for a 
good foundation of  Viksit 
Bharat 2047.

“Entre preneurship 
is getting good support. 
Today, there are 5 crore 
MSEs in the country and 
they are the backbone of  
the economy. Besides cor-
porates, they are also get-
ting good support from 
the government because, 
without their contribution, 
India can’t achieve its true 
potential,” he added.

L a x m i n a r a y a n a n , 
another resident of  Chen-
nai showered lavish praise 
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and also credited 
him for making India popu-
lar on the world stage and 
also giving the Indian dias-
pora a new-found identity 
and respect.

“PM Modi’s charisma 
and aura on foreign soil 
has uplifted the morale 
and spirit of  the Indian 
diaspora,” he said.

He said that India was 
now realising its true 
potential as it has taken 
a tough stance on border 
issues including Pakistan 
and China while also won 
the goodwill of  global 
powers by initiatives like 
Vaccine Maitri.

“Domestically, Swachch 
Bharat Yojana has brought 
respite to lakhs and crores 
of  women deprived of  
basic hygiene while the 
linking of  bank accounts 
with Aadhar has prevented 
leakages to 100 per cent in 
government schemes,” he 
added.

Notably, the Viksit 
Bharat Ambassador (VBA) 
meet-ups and events are 
being organised across 
the country with an aim 
to encourage citizens to 
take responsibility for con-
tributing to India’s devel-
opment. Through these 
events, the participants are 
encouraged to engage in 
constructive discussions, 
exchange ideas and also to 
explore practical solutions 
to nagging problems.

Through the Viksit 
Bharat Ambassador pro-
grams, the participants 
are informed about the 
transformative journey in 
the past decade under the 
leadership of  Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Attend-
ees are informed about 
achievements pertaining 
to various sectors includ-
ing the economy, and start-
ups leading to the nation’s 
remarkable progress.

IANS

NEW DELHI:  Arrested 
Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal is the 
kingpin of  the alleged 
excise policy scam and 
is directly involved in 
its implementation and 
giving favours to the 'South 
Group', the ED told a court 
here on Friday as it sought 
his custody for questioning

Kejriwal, who was 
arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in 
the liquor policy case on 
Thursday evening, was 
produced in Rouse Avenue 
Court as he withdrew 
his plea filed before the 
Supreme Court

Seeking 10 days cus-
tody, Additional Solicitor 
General S.V. Raju, who 
appeared for the ED with 
special counsel Zoheb Hos-
sain, said that Kejriwal was 
non-cooperative in the 
investigation. "We want 
to gather information and 
interrogate him," he said.

He contended that the 
CM "is involved in the use 
of  proceeds of  crime", and 
had demanded kickbacks 
from the "South Group" 
in exchange for giving 
favours to them.

The South Group in 
question includes accused 
persons from whom, the 

ED claimed, that AAP 
leaders received kick-
backs to the tune of  Rs 100 
crore, including Sarath 
Reddy, Raghav Magunta, 
and Magunta Srinivasulu 
Reddy. Last week, Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
MLC K Kavitha was alleg-
edly held for being a part of  
this group.

"Proceeds of  crime of  
about Rs 45 crore received 
from the South Group were 
used by Aam Aadmi Party 
in the Goa campaign in 
2021-22," ASG Raju said, 
adding that proceeds of  
crime were not only the 
Rs 100 crore bribe but also 
the profits made by bribe 
payers.

"Aam Aadmi Party is a 
beneficiary but it doesn't 

exist individually. It is a 
company. Every person 
who is involved in the func-
tioning of  the company is 
responsible and shall be 
deemed to be guilty," he 
said.

Kejriwal was arrested 
after being questioned at 
his official residence for 
more than two hours in 
connection with the money 
laundering case related to 
the alleged excise policy 
scam before he was taken 
to the probe agency's office 
on A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Road 
at 11 p.m. on Thursday. The 
Chief Minister remained in 
the ED jail overnight before 
he was produced before 
the Rouse Avenue Court 
on Friday after a medical 
examination.

Senior  advocates 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, 
Vikram Chaudhary and 
Ramesh Gupta, appearing 
for Kejriwal, have moved 
an application for rejection 
of  remand prayer.

Notably, Kejriwal was 
rushed out amid heavy 
security from the court 
after his BP took a low mid-
hearing.

Talking to the media 
present in the court, Kejri-
wal said: "My life is dedi-
cated to the nation if  I stay 
outside the jail or inside it." 
It was his first statement 
after his ED arrest.

Moreover, a PIL has also 
been filed before the High 
Court seeking the removal 
of  Kejriwal from the post 
of  Chief  Minister of  Delhi.

Rohan Gupta quits Cong citing 
insult to Sanatan Dharma

ISRO's step towards realising 
Indian space shuttle 'Pushpak'

DGCA imposes Rs 80 lakh 
fine on Air India for flight 
duty timing violations

IANS

NEW DELHI: In more 
trouble for the Congress, 
its National Spokesper-
son, Rohan Gupta, resigned 
from all posts and the pri-
mary membership of  the 
party on Friday, citing 
“constant humiliation” 
and “character assassina-
tion by one of  the senior 
leaders in the Communi-
cation Department” of  the 
grand old party and insult 
to Sanatan Dharma.

The resignation by 
Rohan Gupta comes a day 
after the Congress was 
left red-faced on Thursday 
by senior leader Anand 
Sharma castigating the 
party and opposing former 
party President Rahul Gan-
dhi's caste census promise. 
In a letter to party Presi-
dent, Mallikarjun Kharge, 
veteran leader Anand 
Sharma wrote that the 
Congress never engaged 
nor endorsed identity poli-
tics and hence it is detri-
mental to democracy.

Just a few days before 
his resignation on Friday, 
Rohan Gupta had with-
drawn his candidacy from 
the Ahmedabad East Lok 
Sabha seat. Rohan Gupta’s 
father, Rajkumar Gupta, 
was once an MLA in Guja-
rat and had unsuccessfully 
contested the Lok Sabha 
elections in 2004.

In his resignation letter 
to Congress chief  Kharge, 
Rohan Gupta said that he 
had served the party with 
honesty and sincerity with 
the support of  the national 

leadership and it was the 
most “difficult decision of  
his life” to withdraw his 
candidature and put his 
personal ambitions aside.

Without naming anyone, 
Rohan Gupta stated that 
even as he was going 
through a personal crisis 
due to his father’s illness, 
the same leader had con-
tinued his smear campaign 
against him “for the last 

three days with the sup-
port of  his close aides in 
Gujarat and at the national 
level.”

He wrote that he was 
going through a lot of  
“mental agony” and 
“stress” due to the leader’s 
behaviour and this had 
compelled him to resign.

Apart from the resigna-
tion letter to the party chief, 
the leader also put out a post 
on micro-blogging site X, 
which gave a larger picture 
of  the infighting within the 
Congress.

In his emotional post on 
X, Rohan Gupta wrote, “I 
spent the last 3 days with 
my father while he is bat-

tling serious health con-
ditions, which has really 
helped me understand his 
perspective.

“He narrated the inci-
dences of  betrayal and 
sabotage for the last 40 
years and how the leaders 
got away in spite of  their 
ill-doings. The wounds of  
those incidences have still 
not healed, which I could 
see in his tears.

“He doesn’t want me to 
pay the same price as the 
whole family has seen the 
mental trauma I have gone 
through in the last two 
years, which was caused 
by the senior leader con-
nected with the Communi-
cation Department.”

He added, “I am not 
afraid of  anything. But 
when there is a systematic 
conspiracy to betray me, I 
need to raise my voice. My 
humbleness should not be 
considered as my weak-
ness. I have learnt my les-
sons the hard way. I took 
the most difficult decision 
of  my life of  withdrawing 
my candidature. Now I am 

taking another most diffi-
cult decision of  leaving the 
party after serving it for 
the last 15 years because of  
constant humiliation and 
character assassination 
by the leader connected 
with the Communication 
Department.”

“The person who has 
humiliated me for the last 
two years, the person who 
has not budged from doing 
it in the last three days, I 
am sure that he will not 
refrain from doing it in 
future and nobody will be 
able stop him. But now I am 
not ready to take any more 
assault on my self-esteem,” 
he wrote in his post.

He continued that the 
same leader had damaged 
the Congress party also 
with his arrogant and rude 
behaviour.

“Due to his extreme Left-
ist mindset he ensured the 
party’s silence on insult of  
Sanatan Dharma which 
hurt me personally and 
I was forcefully stopped 
from opposition (to) insult 
of  Sanatan Dharma on 
national TV. “This has 
done serious damage to 
the party’s image and to 
the morale of  the party’s 
leaders. The leadership 
should not ignore such 
activities by such lead-
ers which leaves imprints 
of  insult on the souls of  
honest workers and leaders 
and compels them to leave 
the party. Some might see 
conspiracy here but people 
close to me will understand 
my viewpoint,” he stated in 
the post.

IANS

NEW DELHI:  India's 
aviation regulator, DGCA, 
has imposed a financial 
penalty of  Rs 80 lakh on 
the Tata-owned Air India 
for violation of  flight duty 
time limitations (FDTL) 
and fatigue management 
system (FMS) regulations 
of  flight crews.

According to the Direc-
torate General of  Civil 
Aviation (DGCA), as a 
proactive step towards 
ensuring a high level of  
safety in aviation, it con-
ducted a spot audit of  Air 
India Ltd in January this 
year to verify the regula-
tory compliance by the 
operator in respect of  
FDTL and FMS regula-
tions.

During the audit, evi-
dence was collected and 
fleet-wise random reports 
were analysed.

"The analysis of  reports 
and evidence revealed 
that Air India Ltd oper-
ated flight(s) with both 
flight crew aged above 60 
years flying together in a 
few instances, which is a 
violation of  Sub Rule (2) 

of  Rule 28 A of  the Air-
craft Rules, 1937," DGCA 
Director General Vikram 
Dev Dutt said.

He also said that the 
operator was also found 
deficient in providing 
adequate weekly rest, 
adequate rest before & 
after ultra-long range 
(ULR) flights, and ade-
quate rest on layover to 
the flight crew, which 
violates the extant pro-
visions of  the Civil Avi-
ation Requirements on 
FDTL.

Moreover, instances of  
exceeding duty periods, 
wrongly marked training 
records, overlapping duties 
etc. were also observed 
during the audit.

A show cause notice 
was issued to Air India 
Ltd on March 1 for sub-
mitting a response to 
the observed violations. 
"The operator submitted 
its response to the SCN 
which was not found sat-
isfactory. Pursuant to the 
non-satisfactory response 
submitted by the opera-
tor, a fine of  Rs 80 lakh 
has been imposed on the 
operator," Dutt added.

PM Modi announces Rs 10,000 cr support for Bhutan in next 5 years
IANS

THIMPH: Acknowledg-
ing the exemplary ties of  
friendship between India 
and Bhutan, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Friday announced a sup-
port of  Rs 10,000 crore for 
the Himalayan nation in 
the coming five years.

The leader, who was pre-
sented with the kingdom's 
highest civilian honour 
for strengthening bilat-
eral ties, said India stands 
firmly with Bhutan in its 
efforts to achieve self-reli-
ance and become a high-
income nation.

"India will provide all 
cooperation and assis-
tance for the Bhutanese 
government's 13th Five 
Year Plan (FYP), and I want 
to announce that in this 
direction, the Indian gov-

ernment will be providing 
support of  Rs 10,000 crore 
to the nation in the next 
five years," PM Modi said 
as he addressed the Hima-
layan nation.

India’s development 
support will be geared 
towards the development 
of  infrastructure, building 
connectivity in its broadest 
form which includes road, 
rail, air, and digital connec-
tivity, and in sectors like 
agriculture, healthcare, 
education, skilling, and 
cultural preservation.

Prior to this, India pro-
vided development assis-
tance of  Rs 5,000 crore to 
Bhutan’s 12th FYP, which, 
according to PM Tsher-
ing Tobgay, immensely 
contributed to the socio-
economic well-being of  the 
people of  Bhutan.

"To fulfil your goals, 

India stands with you for 
BB - Brand Bhutan and 
Bhutan Believe. I assure 
you that the upcoming 
5 years will give a new 
energy to our relations. We 
will work to create avenues 
in the connectivity, infra-
structure, trade and energy 

sectors," PM Modi said.
He also appreciated 

the King's vision of  the 
Gelephu Mindfulness City, 
which he said will lead to 
economic prosperity and 
development in Bhutan 
in a sustainable manner, 
and further strengthen 

economic and investment 
linkages between India and 
Bhutan.

He said that B2B -- 
Bharat to Bhutan -- and 
P2P -- People-to-People 
form the foundation of  
the strong relationship 
between the two countries.

He thanked Bhutan King 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuk and the people of  
Bhutan for conferring him 
with the Order of  the Druk 
Gyalpo, which he dedicated 
to and accepted on behalf  of  
140 crore Indians.

"As an Indian, it is a big 
day for me. You have pre-
sented me with Bhutan's 
highest civilian honour. 
All awards are special but 
when they are received 
from another country, it 
boosts confidence that both 
nations are moving in the 
right direction."

Earlier, PM Modi held 
talks with PM Wangchuck 
and the leaders reviewed 
the bilateral ties and dis-
cussed ways to take them to 
new levels as they renewed 
their commitment to the 
special and unique India-
Bhutan friendship.

IANS

CHENNAI: India pro-
gressed further in its 
attempt to realise a 
reusable launch vehicle 
(RLV)/ rocket named 
'Pushpak' by successfully 
test landing RLV LEX-2 on 
Friday at the Aeronauti-
cal Test Range (ATR) in 
Karnataka's Chitradurga.

According to Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), the RLV LEX-2 
demonstrated the autono-
mous landing capability 
from off-nominal initial 
conditions at the release 
from a helicopter.

The 'Indian space shuttle’ 
the winged Pushpak was 
lifted by an Indian Air Force 
helicopter and was released 
from 4.5 km altitude.

Post release, Pushpak 
at a distance of  4 km on 
its own approached the 
runway along with cross-
range corrections.

Pushpak landed precise-
ly on the runway and came 
to a halt using its brake 
parachute landing gear 
brakes and nose wheel 
steering system, ISRO said.

For the second time 
ISRO successfully complet-
ed a test landing of  its RLV.

“The mission successful-
ly simulated the approach 
and high speed landing 
conditions of  RLV return-
ing from space. With this 
second mission, ISRO has 
revalidated its indigenously 
developed technologies in 
the areas of navigation, con-
trol systems, landing gear 

and deceleration systems 
essential for performing 
a high speed autonomous 
landing of a space returning 
vehicle,” the Indian space 
agency said.

ISRO had used the 
winged body and all flight 
systems that were used in 
RLV-LEX-01 test thereby 
validating the reuse capa-
bility of  flight hardware 
and flight systems.

According to ISRO, the 
airframe structure and 
landing gear of  RLV-LEX-01 
was strengthened based on 
the first test landing.

The mission was 
achieved by ISRO’s Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC) along with the 
Liquid Propulsion System 
Centre and the ISRO Iner-
tial Systems Unit.

The Indian space 
agency collaborated with 
various other government 
agencies.

According to Dr. S. 
Unnikrishnan Nair, with 
the repeated success, ISRO 
could master the terminal 
phase maneuvering, land-
ing and energy manage-
ment in a fully autono-
mous mode, which is a crit-
ical step towards the future 
orbital re-entry missions.

The team was guided by 
Sunil P., Programme Direc-
tor, Advanced Technology 
and Systems Programme, 
VSSC, J. Muthupandian, 
Project Director, RLV and 
the Mission Director and 
B. Karthik, Deputy Project 
Director, RLV and the Vehi-
cle Director for the mission.

Yogi speaks to Meghalaya CM 
over UP man's kidnapping

IANS

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath has 

spoken to his Meghalaya coun-

terpart Conrad K. Sangma over 

the phone regarding the kidnap-

ping of an Uttar Pradesh citizen 

Akhilesh Singh in Meghalaya, a 

government spokesperson said.

According to the government 

spokesman, Yogi Adityanath on 

Thursday requested Sangma for the 

safe return of Akhilesh Singh, who is 

a resident of Beniganj in Lucknow.

Akhilesh Singh works as a 

heavy vehicle mechanic and 

supervisor in a construction 

company in South Garo Hills, 

Meghalaya.

Following the kidnapping of 

49-year-old Akhilesh Singh in 

South Garo Hills, the contractor 

of the company had called the 

latter's wife Sheela Singh and 

informed her about the incident, 

the spokesperson said.

Apprehending trouble, Sheela 

Singh has appealed to the Uttar 

Pradesh and Meghalaya govern-

ments for help, the spokesperson 

added.

Subsequently, the Uttar 

Pradesh Chief Minister spoke to 

his Meghalaya counterpart seek-

ing his intervention in the matter.
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CS reviews functioning of 
ARI, Trainings Department

Behavioural change important towards 
judicious use of water: Div Com

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, Friday had 
a detailed review of  the 
working of  Administra-
tive Reforms, Inspections 
and Trainings (ARI & 
Trainings) Department of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

Besides the Secretary, 
ARI and Trainings, the 
meeting was attended by 
HoDs and other concerned 
officers of  the Department.

During this meeting, 
the Chief  Secretary took 
stock of  different aspects 
of  working of  the depart-
ment. He reviewed depart-
ment’s performance for 
the past year regarding 
administrative inspections, 
finalization of  recruitment 
rules and printing services 
being extended to different 
government departments/
organizations.

Dulloo asked for devis-

ing updated proformas for 
carrying out inspections 
as per the concurrent 
needs.

Secretary, ARI & Train-
ings, Shabnam Kamili, 
highlighted different 
works being performed by 

the department, including 
administrative inspection 
of  various offices.

It was given out that 
schedule of  inspections is 
notified for the calendar 
.It also took note of  the 
revenue realized by both 

the government presses 
at Jammu and Srinagar. 
Besides, the meeting dis-
cussed finalization of  
recruitment rules and 
their placement before the 
standing committee meant 
for the same. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu, Ramesh 
Kumar Friday attended 
an event on the occasion 
of  World Water Day with 
theme “Water for Peace”.

The event was organized 
by the Institution of  Engi-
neers (India) Jammu Local 
Chapter and attended by 
Engineers from various 
Departments, organiza-
tions and senior engineers 
along with members of  the 
committee of  IEI, Jammu 
local centre.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Divisional Com-
missioner appreciated the 
IEI, Jammu for organizing 
the significant event on the 
occasion of  World Water 
Day where many engineers 
presented their papers on 
the theme “Water for Peace”.

The Div Com high-
lighted the significance of  
saving and conservation 
of  water. He called for 
the need of  behavioural 

change towards judicious 
use of  water and taking 
small steps leading to 
bigger impact in saving 
water like storing rain 

water, avoiding excess use 
of  water wherever possible.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  water, the Div Com 
said that shortage of  water 

can threaten the existence 
of  a whole civilization 
while as saving water can 
safeguard the existence of  
living beings.

The Div Com lauded the 
role of  the Institution for 
its unwavering commit-
ment towards the goal of  
spreading awareness on 
water conservation and 
making all endeavours 
towards sensitizing the 
society at  large in J&K 
towards larger goal of  sus-
tainable development.

During the seminar, 
various speakers presented 
their papers highlighting 
the need to save water for 
peaceful co-existence.

Hamesh Manchan-
da, Chief  Engineer, Jal 
Shakti (PHE) Department, 
Jammu  and  Prof. (Dr.) 
Bhawna Sharma, Chair-
man, IEI Jammu Centre, 
Er. Sachin Tickoo, Honor-
ary Secretary, IEI Jammu, 
Er. Sachin Tickoo, MIE, 
Honorary Secretary were 
present. 

Div Com attends opening 
ceremony of NAG C'ship

LOK SABHA ELECTIONS

Training imparted to Youth, 
NCC, NSS volunteers in Shopian

First Phase of EVM 
randomization conducted 
in Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  Divisional 
Commissioner, Ramesh 
Kumar Friday attended 
the opening ceremony of  
National Aerobic Gymnas-
tics Championship 2023-24 
as Chief  Guest at Gymnas-
tics Academy, MA Stadium 
here.

The three day national 
Championship is being 
organized by Gymnastics 
Association of  J&K in 
collaboration with J&K 
Sports Council under the 
aegis of  Gymnastics Fed-
eration of  India.

The Divisional Com-
missioner on the occasion 
interacted with the par-
ticipating gymnasts from 
20 states and UTs and gave  
best wishes to them  for the 
championships.

Div Com said that sports 
has a  significant role in 
our lives as it promotes fra-
ternity, team work, coop-
eration, coordination and 
sportsmanship spirit. He 
added that it is essential for 
the overall development of  
the children, who can later 
choose sports as a career.

The Div Com highlight-
ed taht Sports keeps young-
sters away from engaging 
in harmful activities and 
excessive screen time. 
He added that massive 
number of  sports persons 
are participating in sports 
activities yearly.

He further remarked 
that better facilities and 
unprecedented sports 
culture has led to emer-
gence of  new sports icons 
from Jammu Kashmir 
in  number of  sports dis-
ciplines. Ace para archer 
Sheetal Devi of  J&K is 
an international icon of  
sportsman spirit and resil-

ience, the Div Com said.
On the occasion, Gym-

nasts from Manipur, 
Jammu Kashmir and 
Maharashtra displayed 
their amazing aerobic per-
formances before the start 
of  the championships.

Commissioner JMC, 
Rahul Yadav; Vice Present 
Gymnastics Federation of  
India, Kiran Wattal; Chief  
Sports Officer, JK Sports 
Council, Officials from 
Gymnastic Association of  
J&K, Gymnasts, Players, 
managers, coaches and 
parents of  participants 
were also present on the 
occasion.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Office of  
the District Election Offi-
cer, under the leadership 
of  District Election Officer, 
Shopian, Faz Lul Haseeb 
organized a comprehen-
sive training session for the 
Volunteers of  NCC, NSS 
and youth groups in the 
Meeting Hall of  DC Office 
Complex, here Friday.

The primary focus was to 
acquaint the Volunteers with 

detailed knowledge on essen-
tial election procedures.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DEO said that the 
Volunteers shall be tasked 
with assisting specially-
abled persons, senior 
citizens and other special 
voters so that they can 
exercise their franchise 
with ease and comfort.

To make their access 
easy into polling stations, 
volunteers shall be handy 
in assistance of  these 

voters, said DEO.
Trainers, while impart-

ing training to these Vol-
unteers, made them aware 
about guidelines and 
norms of  election process 
and their role in assistance 
for the smooth and more 
inclusive election process.

The Dy. District Election 
Officer, Jahangir Ahmed, 
officers and officials of  
Election department and 
Volunteers in large num-
bers were present.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The first 
phase of  randomization 
was conducted for alloca-
tion of  Ballot Units (BUs), 
Control Units (CUs) and 
VVPATs for all the six 
assembly segments of  the 
Kupwara district for the 
upcoming parliamentary 
elections 2024 on Friday.

The process was over-
seen by District Election 
Officer (DEO), Kupwara, 
Ayushi Sudan in presence 
of  AROs, Dy.DEO Kupwara 
and Political party repre-
sentatives.

The first randomiza-
tion was aimed to allocate 
Ballot Units, Control Units, 
and VVPATS, for all the six 
assembly constituencies of  
the district as there are a 
total of  611 polling centers 
in the district for upcom-
ing Lok Sabha Elections.  
Randomization was shared 

with AROs and political 
parties.

The District Election 
Officer, on the occasion, 
emphasized that the objec-
tive of  randomization is to 
ensure transparent and 
impartial elections, devoid 
of  human interference, 
facilitated by dedicated 
software.

Prior to the randomiza-
tion, political representa-
tives were briefed about 
the process, regarding the 
implementation of  neces-
sary measures to uphold 
the integrity of  the elec-
toral process.

Second phase of  ran-
domization will entail 
further randomization for 
the allocation of  EVMs to 
individual polling stations. 
This meticulous approach 
underscores the commit-
ment to conducting free 
and fair elections in the 
district.

First Phase of EVM 
Randomisation held at B'la

RTO Jammu conducts safety 
audit of  school buses

Mastermind of excise 
policy scam finally in 
custody: Smriti Irani

IANS

NEW DELHI:  Union Min-
ister Smriti Irani on Friday 
said that the mastermind 
of  the Delhi excise policy 
'scam' is finally in cus-
tody as a Delhi court sent 
arrested Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal to a six-
day ED remand.

Reacting to the court 
order, she said that it 
has proved that no one 
involved in corruption is 
above the law "even if  he 
is Kejriwal".

Addressing a press 
conference at the party 
headquarters here, Smriti 
Irani said that revelations 
in the documents submit-
ted by the ED in the court 
are mind-boggling.

She said that when the 
ED said in court that AAP 
media in-charge Vijay Nair 
sat with representatives of  
some liquor companies to 

frame the policy, Arvind 
Kejriwal's side didn't refute 
the claim. Nor had it con-
tested the bank transactions 
cited by the ED, she added.

The Union Minister also 
said that Arvind Kejriwal’s 
lawyers did not counter 
the ED statement related 
to the evidence and deal-
ings done by Nair, Sameer 
Mahendru, Manish Siso-
dia's aide and BRS leader 
K. Kavitha.

She attacked the AAP 
leaders who had protested 
against Kejriwal's arrest 
saying all details of  the 
money trails were fur-
nished in the court.

The BJP leader said 
that the ED's claim that 
the AAP had utilised Rs 
45 crore of  the kickbacks 
it received from the 'South 
Group' to fund its Goa 
Assembly campaign was 
also not refuted by Arvind 
Kejriwal's lawyers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Motor Vehicles 
Department Jammu on 
the directions of  Secre-
tary Transport J&K, Niraj 
Kumar conducted safety 
audit of  school buses at K.C 
Public School here.

 The surprise inspection 
for safety audit of  school 
buses was conducted by 
team of Regional Transport 
Office Jammu at K.C Public 
School.

The team was constituted 
by Regional Transport Offi-
cer Jammu, Pankaj Bhago-
tra; comprising of  ARTO 
HQ, Rehana Tabassam along 
with M.V.Is Vikas Srivats; 
Surinder Kumar and Jag-
andeep Singh and M.V.T.A 
Taranjot Singh who con-
ducted safety audit of  more 
than 35  vehicles inside the 
premises of  school which 
included thorough inspec-
tions of  each bus, checking  
for compliance with safety 
regulations such as seat 
belts, emergency exits, first 
aid kits, and  overall main-
tenance of  the vehicle. Also,  
more than 10 vehicles were 
inspected on road and at 

trial  ground Nagrota.
The team conveyed to the 

school authorities about the 
deficiencies with regard to 
fitness of  vehicles, other 
documents besides manda-
tory parameters pertaining 
to safety of  school children 
in each vehicle and directed 
to rectify the deficiencies 
immediately and submit the 
compliance report within 10 
days positively.

The safety audit comes 
after recent concern over 
the safety of  school buses 
in the region, prompting 
the RTO to take proactive 
measures to address any 
potential risks.

Earlier a circular regard-
ing safety of  school children 
in school buses was also 
issued by RTO Jammu with 
the direction to implement 
the same in letter and spirit. 

This surprise inspection 
was also conducted to check 
whether the school authori-
ties have implemented the 
circular instructions or not. 
Similar drives have also 
been conducted by Assistant 
Regional Transport Offi-
cers in various districts of  
Jammu Division to ensure 
the safety of  school children 
in every nook and corner of  
the province.

Transport department 
has again appealed to all 
school authorities to ensure 
strict implementation of  all 
safety parameters issued by 
the department to promote 
safety of  school children. 
Any deviation or non-seri-
ous approach on part of  
school authorities will be 
dealt seriously which may 
lead to seizure of  school 
buses also.
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BARAMULLA: The first 
phase of  Electronic Voting 
Machine (EVM) randomi-
sation for the Lok Sabha 
Elections 2024 was Friday 
held in Baramulla, under 
the guidance and overall 
supervision of  District 
Election Officer (DEO), 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa.

ARO Sopore, Shabir 
Ahmad Raina, Deputy Elec-
tion Officer Baramulla, ARO 
Baramulla, ARO Rafiabad, 
ARO Pattan, ARO Gulmarg, 
and Nodal Officer EVM Man-
agement, as well as other offi-
cials from the District Elec-
tions office and representa-
tives from political parties 
were present on the occasion.

During the first phase, 
EVMs, ballot units, con-
trol units and VVPATs 
were impartially allocated 
through the randomization 
process, thereby laying the 
groundwork for a credible 
electoral framework.

Following the completion 
of  the randomization pro-
cess, the report of  randomi-
sation for all 7 Assembly 
Constituencies was handed 

over to all political party 
representatives for their 
review and satisfaction.

Post- Randomisation, 
the EVMs will be securely 
transferred to dedicated 
strong rooms in their 
respective constituencies, 
adhering to stringent secu-
rity protocols.

The DEO reiterated the 
commitment to upholding 
integrity, transparency, 
and utilizing dedicated soft-
ware to minimize human 
intervention throughout 
the randomization process.

Prior to the Random-
ization process, Political 
representatives were com-
prehensively briefed about 
the procedures, instilling 
confidence in the integrity 
of  the electoral process and 
affirming their commit-
ment to maintaining the 
sanctity of  the polls

Subsequent phases of  
randomization will contin-
ue to ensure the equitable 
allocation of  EVMs to poll-
ing stations while uphold-
ing the highest standards of  
security and transparency.

First Phase of EVM randomization conducted at G'bal
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GANDERBAL: The first phase of  
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) 
randomization for Lok Sabha Elec-
tions 2024 Friday took place at the 
Conference Hall of  Mini Secretar-
iat Ganderbal.

The randomisation was held 

in presence of  Assistant Commis-
sioner Revenue Ganderbal/Assis-
tant Returning Officer (ARO) Gan-
derbal, M Altaf, and Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate Kangan/ARO Kangan, 
Nuzhat Qureshi; besides represen-
tatives of  recognized National and 
local political parties, this crucial 
phase focused on the fair allocation 

of  ballot units, control units, and 
VVPATs for two assembly segments 
within the district. Transparency 
and impartiality were the corner-
stones of this process, as emphasized 
by the AROs. With the aid of  dedi-
cated software, the randomization 
ensured that the elections would 
proceed without any human inter-

vention, instilling confidence in the 
integrity of  the democratic process.

Following the randomization, 
all EVMs were securely trans-
ferred to designated strong rooms 
in their respective constituencies, 
under strict security measures.

Prior to the commencement of  
the randomization, political rep-

resentatives were provided with 
comprehensive briefings on the 
procedure, ensuring their under-
standing and trust in the sanctity 
of  the electoral process. Their 
presence underscored the collec-
tive commitment to upholding 
democratic values and ensuring 
free and fair elections.


