
facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Srinagar  |    Thursday   |   23-December-2021 01Page No: 07

Page No: 12

Srinagar      Thursday      23, December 2021      Vol: 12     Issue No: 297     Page: 12       Price: ̀  3/-   (Air Surcharge for Delhi, Jammu & Ladakh 50/- Paisa)  RNI No. JKENG/2010/36998

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Under the leadership of 
Hon'ble PM Sh Narendra 
Modi Ji, govt has ensured 
inclusion of these 
communities in Scheduled 
Tribes list will have no 
impact on current level of 

reservations available to Gujjars, Bakarwals 
& other tribe & they will continue to get 
reservation like before.

Office of LG J&K
 @OfficeOfLGJandKAt the @

IndiaEnergyWeek
, interacted with 
top energy sector 
CEOs. Highlighted 
the wide range 

of opportunities India offers in 
the sector and reiterated our 
commitment to boosting reforms 
which will further growth.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

Under the leadership of Hon’ble PM Sh Narendra Modi 
ji, Institutions & access to quality education is making 
valuable contributions to concerned sectors. Colleges 
under Cluster University must harness the opportunities & 
improve, reorient & prepare market-ready skilled workforce.

15th 
Year Of  Publication

Kupwara Terror Module
Key Conspirator 
Arrested In Delhi
SRINAGAR: The 
key conspirator of  a 
recently busted terror 
module in J&K’s Kup-
wara district was arrest-
ed in New Delhi.

Police said that the staff-
ers of  Police Station New 
Delhi have arrested the key 
conspirator of  the terror 
module recently busted in 
Kupwara.

“The staff  of  the police 
station New Delhi Railway 
Station has arrested one 
of  the key conspirators of  
the recently busted terror 
module in Kupwara by 
Jammu & Kashmir Police,” 
police said.

Police said that the arrest-
ed person has been identified 
as Riyaz Ahmed. On Febru-
ary 4, 2024 he was arrested 
by the staff  of  police station 
New Delhi Railway Station.

“He was involved P-06

HISTORIC

Lok Sabha Clears Historic Bill 
To Grant ST Status To Paharis

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
development, the Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday passed the Con-
stitution (Jammu and Kash-
mir) Scheduled Tribes Order 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 to 
grant scheduled tribe status 
to Paharis Ethnic Group and 
other communities in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

According to details avail-
able, the Lok Sabha also passed 
the Scheduled Castes Order 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 that 
seeks to include Valmiki com-
munity in the Scheduled Caste 
list of  Jammu & Kashmir.

The ST Bill also includes 
Gadda Brahman, Koli and 
Paddari communities to the 
ST list of  Jammu and Kash-
mir. The house was adjourned 
for the day soon after the two 
Bills were passed.

The Bills will now be taken 
up in the Rajya Sabha for con-
sideration and passage. These 
Bills were passed nearly seven 
months after they were intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha. The 
Bills were introduced in the 
Lok Sabha on July 26 last year.

The announcement to 
grant ST status to Pahari 

Ethnic Group was made by 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah during public rallies 
in Baramulla and Rajouri in 
October 2022.

The grant of  ST status 
would make Paharis eligible 
for all benefits available to 
ST category in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Paharis are in 
majority in Nowshera, Kal-
akote-Sunderbani, Rajouri, 
Thanmandi, Surankote, 

Poonch-Haveli, Mendhar, 
Uri and Karnah assembly 
segments of  J&K.

Notably, Paharis have been 
fighting for more than three 
decades for their inclusion 
in the Schedule Tribe (ST) 
category.

Replying to a debate on 
the Bill, Minister for Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
Virendra Kumar said there 
is equality in Jammu and 

Kashmir after the scrapping 
of  Article 370 of  the Constitu-
tion, which accorded special 
status to the erstwhile state.

The minister said ear-
lier dispensations only used 
Scheduled Caste people as 
their vote-bank.

He also clarified that his 
government was not closing 
pre-matric and post-matric 
scholarships for SC students.

The Lok Sabha also P-06

LG Expresses 
Gratitude To PM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha Tuesday lauded 
the historic occasion of  passing 
of  Constitution (Jammu and 
Kashmir) Scheduled P-06

Abolished 370, 
Without Using A Single 
Bullet:  Amit Shah

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah Tuesday said that 
the Modi government 
successfully abolished 
Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir without 
resorting to a single 
bullet. 

Addressing the 
"Security Beyond 
Tomor row: Forg-
ing India’s Resilient 
Future" Summit, Union 
Home Minister assert-
ed that under Prime 
Minister Modi's leader-
ship, cases of  terrorism 
had decreased by 72% 
in comparison to the 
previous UPA rule. He 
highlighted the histor-
ic move of  abolishing 
Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, stress-
ing that it was accom-
plished without firing 
a single bullet. 

HM Shah noted the 
positive changes in 
the region, including 
the opening of  the-
aters, establishment of  
higher education insti-
tutes, and the ability 
for people to celebrate 
Moharram. P-06

Cold Wave Returns To 
Kashmir With Freeze, Frost

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Cold wave 
blowing from snow-clad 
mountains into Kashmir on 
Tuesday resulted in freeze 
and frost affecting normal 
life activities.

The Meteorological (MeT) 
Department has forecast 
mainly dry weather till 

February 14 with a drop in 
night temperature during the 
coming days.

Srinagar had minus 2.5, 
Gulmarg minus 10.5 and 
Pahalgam minus 11 as the 
minimum temperature.

Leh and Kargil towns 
of  Ladakh region both had 
minus 13 as the P-06

J&K Witnessing Phenomenal 

Expansion Of Education Sector: LG
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Tuesday said that 
Jammu and Kashmir UT is wit-
nessing phenomenal expansion 
of  education sector.

“The Union Territory of  
Jammu Kashmir is witness-
ing phenomenal expansion of  
education sector, which in turn 
is addressing the vital need of  
development, enhancing human 
capital and strengthening larger 
vision of  nation-building,” the 
Lt Governor said while laying 
the foundation stone of  a new 
campus of  Cluster University, 
Jammu.

On the occasion, the Lt Gover-
nor congratulated the Vice Chan-
cellor, HoDs, faculty members and 
students of  the associated colleges 
of  cluster university.

He highlighted the significant 
role of  universities and educa-

tional institutions in realizing 
the growing aspirations of  the 
society and the nation.

“Under the leadership of  
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, Institutions and 
access to quality P-06

Renowned Broadcaster 
Farooq Nazki Passes Away

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Renowned 
Kashmiri poet and broad-
caster, Farooq Nazki, passed 
away on Tuesday at the age 
of  83.

Nazki started his career as 
a broadcaster and writer for 
Radio Kashmir and he was 
renowned for his romantic 
poetry and deep understand-
ing of  Kashmiri literature.

His choice of  words, wit 
and humour endeared him 
to all those who met him.

Farooq Nazki was the son 
of  an illustrious father, Mir 
Ghulam Rasool Nazki, who 
is counted among the best 
known Kashmiri poets even 
today.

Farooq Nazki received 

many awards during his life-
time.

He served as Director 
of  Radio Kashmir, Deputy 
Director General Doordar-
shan and Director of  Door-
darshan Kendra P-06

GDA Fails To 
Utilise Full Budget 
Funds Since 2019

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: In the past five 
years, Gulmarg Development 
Authority (GDA) has never uti-
lized a fully allocated budget and 
funds—raising a question on the 
functioning of  the tourism devel-
opment authority.

The official figures 
reveal that the expen-
diture of  the budget 
of  every fiscal of  
those five years from 
2019-23 was never 
accomplished.

In the year 2019 the govern-
ment has allocated a budget of  
Rs 607.73 lakhs and Rs 609.38 
lakhs respectively.

However, the Public Infor-
mation Officer (PIO) of  GDA in 
a reply to Right to Information 
(RTI) application filed by the 
activist M M Shuja has said that 
the expenditure in the fiscal year 
was only Rs 166.73 lakhs and Rs 
276.88 lakhs respectively.

Similarly, the official figures 
reveal that in the year 2020, a 
total budget of  Rs 603 lakhs were 
allocated to GDA out of  which 
the total expenditure was Rs 
377.64 lakhs.

Likewise, in the year 2021, the 
concerned authorities have allo-
cated a total budget of  Rs 627.68 
lakhs out of  which the GDA has 
utilized lakhs. P-06

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The Centre 
on Tuesday revealed that 
saffron production has 
declined by over 67 percent 
from 2010 to 2024. Howev-
er, there was a marginal 
increase of  4 percent in the 
last year.

In response to a ques-
tion by National Confer-
ence Member Parliament, 
Hasnain Masoodi, the 
Minister of  Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, 
Arjun Munda stated that 
as per estimates from the 
Office of  Financial Com-
missioner (Revenue) of  
Jammu & Kashmir, saf-

fron production in the 
region decreased from 8.0 
MT in 2010-11 to 2.6 MT 
in 2023-24 (provisional), 
marking an overall decline 
of  about 67.5% over the 
period. He added that 
during the last year, from 
2022-23 to 2023-24, saffron 
production marginally 
increased by 4%.

M u n d a  f u r t h e r 
informed that out of  the 
128 deep bore wells sanc-
tioned under the Mission, 
123 have been construct-
ed by the Horticulture 
Department and handed 
over to the Mechanical 
Engineering Department, 
Kashmir, for further link-

age with the Sprinkler 
Irrigation Systems.

“The Mechanical Engi-
neering Department, 
Kashmir has successfully 
connected 73 deep bore 
wells with the Sprinkler 
Irrigation Systems having 
a command of 2187.08 hect-
ares. However, the irriga-
tion facilities are not being 
utilized fully as the User 
Groups for management 
and upkeep of  these bore 
wells have not been created 
as per the Mission Guide-
lines and have not been 
handed over to the farmer 
user groups,” he said.

Regarding adverse 
effects on saffron P-06

'Marginal Increase Last Year'

J&K Witnesses 67% Decline In Saffron 
Production From 2010-24: Centre
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Road connectivity to Marbal Village 

restored after Snowfall
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: In a dis-
play of  swift action and 
community service, road 
connectivity was success-
fully restored to the remote 
village Marbal in the Sopore 
Sub-division of  Baramulla 
District after being cut-off  
from the region due to heavy 
snowfall.

Under the supervision 
of  Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Sopore, Shabir 
Ahmad Raina, a team of  
dedicated officers mobi-
lized resources and snow 
cutters to ensure the timely 
restoration of  road access 
to Marbal village.

The proactive response 
from the local administra-
tion was met with gratitude 

and appreciation from the 
villagers, who lauded the 
swift intervention that 
facilitated their connec-
tivity to the broader sub-
division in a record time.

During the visit to 
Marbal village, com-
munity members voiced 
their concerns to the ADC 
and the visiting officers 
and presented a series of  

demands to them including 
the urgent need for road 
connectivity to Yembarzal-
wari, upgradation of  the 
power network, robust pro-
vision for water supply and 
establishment of  a middle 
school within the village 
premises to address the 
educational needs of  the 
local students, who cur-
rently endure long com-

mutes to access schooling 
facilities.

The ADC assured the vil-
lagers that their demands 
had been duly acknowl-
edged and would be priori-
tised for action in coordi-
nation with the concerned 
government departments.

Furthermore, Raina 
directed the Food and 
Supplies department to 
ensure ample ration sup-
plies in Marbal village to 
handle the demands of  the 
community during adverse 
weather conditions.

Meanwhile, the ADC 
highlighted the impor-
tance of  installation of  
crash barriers on the sides 
of  the road leading into the 
remote village to prevent 
accidents.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

JAMMU & KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
CPO Chowk Panjtirthi, Jammu/ Zamzam Complex Rambagh Srinagar.

www.jkssb.nic.in

Subject:  Result/Score-sheet of Written Test for the post of Assistant 
Scientific Officer (Narcotics), Home Department - regarding

NOTIFICATION
Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) conducted the 
Written Examination for the post of Assistant Scientific Officer (Narcotics), Home 
Department, UT Cadre, advertised Vide Advertisement Notification No. 02 of 2022, 
under Item No. 42 on 06.01.2024; and
Whereas, the objections were examined and the revised/final answer key in respect of 
written examination held for the said posts have been notified vide No. JKSSB-COE0E
XAM(UT)/100/2023-03(7362014) dated: 05.02.2024; and
Now therefore, in view of the above, the result/score-sheet, based on the performance 
of candidates who appeared in the Written Test for the post of Assistant Scientific 
Officer (Narcotics), Home Department, UT Cadre, advertised Vide Advertisement 
Notification No. 02 of 2022, under Item No. 42 conducted on 06.01.2024, is hereby 
notified as Annexure "A".
It is further notified that:
i. Mere figuring in the result/score sheet shall not entitle a candidate to be 

called for document verification or figure in the select list and that he/she has 
to fulfil other eligibility conditions, as laid down and decision of the Board in 
this regard shall be final.

ii. The Jammu & Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) will call candidates 
falling in the consideration zone, based on the merit obtained by them for 
document verification. The schedule for document Verification shall be 
notified separately.

No. JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/100/2023-03(7362014)  (Reyaz Ahmad Malik) JKAS 
Dated: 05.02.2024  Controller of Examinations 

J&K Services Selection Board
DIPK-16093-23

DT: 06/02/2024

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

JAMMU & KASHMIR SERVICES SELECTION BOARD
CPO Chowk Panjtirthi, Jammu/ Zamzam Complex, Rambagh, Srinagar.

www.jkssb.nic.in
Subject:  Written Examination for the posts of Assistant Scientific Officer (Narcotics), Home Department, held 

on 06-01-2024 - Final Answer key regarding.
Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB) conducted the Written Examination for the 
posts of Assistant Scientific Officer (Narcotics), Home Department, UT Cadre advertised vide Advertisement 
Notification No. 02 of 2022, under item no. 42 on 06th January, 2024.
Whereas, the J&K Services Selection Board (JKSSB), notified Provisional Answer Key vide No. JKSSB-
COE0EXAM(UT)/100/2023-03 (7362014) dated: 06-01-2024 in respect of the aforesaid posts and the same 
was uploaded on the official website of JKSSB (www.jkssb.nic.in) for information and seeking of objections/
representations on the prescribed proforma, if any, from the candidates; and
Whereas, in response to aforesaid notice, 03 objections were received in respect of 03 unique questions within 
the stipulated time; and
Whereas, in view of the above, the revised/final answer key in respect of written examination held for the posts 
of Assistant Scientific Officer (Narcotics) has been finalized.
Now, therefore, the Revised/Final Answer Key in respect of aforesaid post, for which written examination was 
conducted on 06-01-2024, is hereby notified as under in respect of question(s) which have been challenged.

Post Name Text Booklet Series Question ID Changes in Answer Key

Assistant 
Scientific 

Officer 
(Narcotics)

A B C D
Previous 
Correct 

Option ID

New Correct 
Option ID

34 4 94 64 C B&C
58 28 118 88 B A & B
117 87 57 27 A NO CHANGE

Further, such candidate(s) who deposited amount @ Rs 200/- per question and whose objection(s) is found genuine/
correct as per revised/final answer key, will get the refund in their bank accounts provided to the Board.
Note: No further claims in respect of final answer key shall be entertained by JKSSB through any mode.
No.: JKSSB-COE0EXAM(UT)/100/2023-03 (7362014) Reyaz Ahmad Malik (JKAS) 
Dated: 05.02.2024 Controller of Examinations 
 J&K Services Selection Board

DIPK-16075-23
DT: 06/02/2024

Pr Secy reviews 
functioning of Libraries, 
Research Deptt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Principal Sec-
retary, Culture, Suresh 
Kumar Gupta, Tuesday 
chaired a meeting here at 
Civil Secretariat to assess 
the functioning of  Librar-
ies and Research Depart-
ment.

Director, Libraries and 
Research, Mohammad Rafi, 
Director Finance, Culture, 
S. Satnam Singh, Special 
Secretary, Culture, Trisha-
la Kumari, Deputy Director 
Planning, Dr Mohammad 
Maqbool, Deputy Direc-
tor L&R Jammu, Parveen 
Kumari, Deputy Direc-
tor L&R Kashmir, Sheikh 
Zahoor-ul-Haq and other 
concerned attended the 
meeting both in person and 
online mode.

During the meeting, 
the Director L&R gave a 
presentation highlighting 
department's structure, 

achievements, human 
resources including staff  
position and existing 
vacancies.

He emphasized the 
historical significance 
of  libraries such as Shri 
Ranbir Singh Library, 
Jammu and Shri Pratap 
Singh Library, Srinagar, 
which stand as some of  
the oldest public libraries 
in the country.

Regarding library infra-
structure, it was informed 
that out of  the total 131 
libraries under the depart-
ment's purview, there are 
27 existing buildings, 85 
rented facilities, 19 rent-
free premises and seven 
upcoming departmental 
infrastructures.

In terms of  intellectual 
resources, the depart-
ment boasts an impressive 
repository comprising 14 
lakh books and 5580 manu-
scripts spread across vari-

ous libraries.
The meeting also delved 

into visitor statistics, with 
over 5.86 lakh individuals 
patronizing the libraries 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir over the past two 
years. During this period, 
a total of  84,305 books were 
issued to the visitors. Fur-
thermore, in January 2024 
alone, 35,562 individuals 
visited different libraries, 
borrowing 3,515 books, the 
meeting was informed.

The meeting had 
detailed discussion on 
recent initiatives includ-
ing implementation of  
E-Granthalaya 4.0 cloud 
software in 26 libraries, 
identification and estab-
lishment of  libraries in 
various locations and ongo-
ing process of  upgrading 
the department's website to 
enhance user-friendliness, 
among other measures.

The meeting also 

addressed future strate-
gies, pertinent issues and 
funding allocations under 
the capital expenditure 
budget.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Secretary 
remarked that the Librar-
ies & Research Depart-
ment plays a pivotal 
role in fostering knowl-
edge dissemination and 
scholarly pursuits in our 
region. He said that the 
department is commit-
ted towards enhancing 
its capabilities and reach 
to serve the citizens of  
Jammu and Kashmir in 
an enhanced manner.

He emphasized that the 
libraries stand as beacon 
of  enlightenment, preserv-
ing our cultural heritage 
and facilitating lifelong 
learning. "It is imperative 
that we continue to invest 
in their development and 
modernization, he added.

DM Srinagar chairs DLSCC meeting
Sanctions Rs 10.39 lakh in favour of victims of terror-related incidents

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A meeting of  
the District Level Screen-
ing cum Coordination 
Committee (DLSCC) was 
held under the Chairman-
ship of  District Magistrate 
(DM)/Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal 
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat here 
at Meeting Hall of  the DC 
Office Complex to discuss 
the cases of  terror-related 
incidents.

Additional Deputy 
Commissioner,  Syed 
Ahmad Kataria, Superin-
tendent of  Police, Umer 
Shah, District Social wel-
fare Officer, Dr Mukhtar 

Ahmad, Deputy CMO, Dr 
Nighat, District Health 
Officer, Dr Asifa, besides 
officers of  BSF, Army 
and other concerned were 

present in the meeting.
During the meeting, as 

many as 06 cases of  vic-
tims of  militancy-related 
incidents came up for 

discussion.
 The Committee held a 

detailed deliberations and 
after thorough screen-
ing an amount of  Rs.10, 
39, 359/= was sanctioned 
in favour of  the 05 cases 
including cases of  death/
missing/injured/ property 
damage and SRO-43 cases 
of  the District Srinagar.

The Committee also 
recommended one case 
related to SRO-43 for re-
verification.

On the occasion, the 
DM/DC stressed upon the 
Officers to ensure time-
bound clearance of  the 
cases to provide relief  to 
the affected families.

Excise Deptt invites bidders for 
pre-bid meeting of JKEL-2 vends

P K Bhat e-inaugurates New 
Office of DC Enforcement in 
North Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Commis-
sioner State Taxes J&K, 
P.K. Bhat Tuesday e-inau-
gurated the new office 
complex of  Deputy Com-
missioner Enforcement 
(North) Kashmir located 
at Lallad Sopore.

The inauguration func-
tion witnessed an impres-
sive gathering of  various 
officers including Addi-
tional Commissioner State 
Taxes Kashmir, Shakeel 
Maqbool Yatoo; Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Sopore, Shabir Ahmad 
Raina; RTO Kashmir, 
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari; 
Deputy Commissioner 
State Taxes Enforcement 
(Central & North) Kash-
mir, Parveez Ahmad Raina; 
DC Appeals II, Alyas Nasir; 
Assistant Commissioner 
Technical Kashmir, State 
Taxes Officer Enforcement 
North, STOs of  Baramul-
la, Srinagar, Sopore and 
Kupwara, Inspectors, sub-
inspectors and other offi-
cials of  the department.

The inauguration of  
the office complex for 
the Enforcement Wing 
of  the Department for 
North Kashmir marks a 
significant milestone in 
enhancing enforcement 
capabilities of  the depart-
ment towards revenue 
augmentation of  the State 
exchequer and enhancing 
compliance of  GST, said 
CST J&K in his address.

On the occasion, ADC 

Sopore expressed support 
for the initiative and com-
mitment to fostering col-
laboration for the better-
ment of  the region.

The newly inaugurated 
office, situated at a stra-
tegically advantageous 
location, offers enhanced 
accessibility for enforce-
ment activities across all 
districts of  North Kash-
mir. Boasting six spacious 
rooms and an equally 
spacious lawn, the office 
is equipped to facilitate 
seamless operations and 
efficient coordination 
between department and 
stakeholders.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral ceremony, Additional 
Commissioner State Taxes 
Kashmir emphasized the 
pivotal role of  the new 
office in strengthening 
enforcement efforts and 
ensuring compliance with 
tax regulations across the 
region. He highlighted the 
strategic significance of  
the location, underscoring 
its convenience for stake-
holders and its potential 
to streamline enforcement 
activities.

The establishment of  the 
new office of  DC Enforce-
ment North Kashmir marks 
a significant step forward 
in bolstering enforcement 
capabilities and advanc-
ing the agenda of  compli-
ance and governance in the 
region, remarked Parveez 
Ahmad Raina, DC Enforce-
ment (Central & North) 
Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Excise 
Department has invited 
the prospective bidders for 
pre-bid meeting of  JKEL-2 
vends to be held at Excise 
and Taxation Training 
Institute (ETTI), Nagrota 
on 7th February, 2024 at 
4:00 pm.

An official communi-
qué received in this regard 
reads, "In consonance with 
J&K Excise Policy 2024-25, 
bid document for e-auc-
tion of  305 JKEL-2 vends 
has been issued by the 
Excise Department J&K. 
The allotment of  JKEL-2 
vends commonly known 
as Wine Shops is being 
conducted in a completely 
transparent and secure 
mode through J&K Bank 
using https://jkexcisedept.
auctiontiger.net portal".

The Excise Department  
requests all the prospective 
bidders to attend the pre-
bid meeting on scheduled 
date, time and venue. Fur-
ther, for the convenience 

of  bidders, not stationed at 
Jammu, online facility is 
available at https://meet.
google.com/drt-judj-ygy 
for their participation in 
the meeting. The expert 
teams from Excise Depart-
ment and J&K Bank will be 
available at the venue for 
clearing the doubts of  the 
prospective bidders.

The department in close 
coordination with J&K 
Bank has also conducted 
training programme at the 
Excise and Taxation Train-
ing Institute, Nagrota from 
5th to 6th February 2024 
with an aim to familiarise 
and sensitize the prospec-
tive bidders with procedure 
and criteria for bidding and 
to clear their queries about 
e-auction procedure, eligi-
bility, mode of  allotment, 
requisite documents, par-
ticipation/EMD and Mini-
mum Reserve Bid Price etc. 
Additionally, a departmen-
tal helpline number has also 
been set up (0191-4064440) 
to resolve the doubts of  the 
prospective bidders.

DC Shopian reviews functioning 
of Agri, allied departments

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shopian, Faz 
Lul Haseeb Tuesday convened 
a meeting to review the work-
ing of Agriculture and other 
allied departments in a meet-
ing with concerned district 
officers of these departments 
in the district.

On the occasion, the DC 
reviewed the implementa-
tion status and progress of 
various flagship schemes and 
development works being 
undertaken in Agriculture 
and allied sectors. The chair 
was apprised by the officers 
of concerned departments 
about the ongoing activities 
and progress thereof.

While reviewing the sec-
tor-wise performance of agri-
culture, horticulture, Animal, 
Sheep, Fisheries, etc the DC 
called upon officers to create 

more awareness among the 
masses about the different 
income generating schemes 
and modernization initiatives 
by organizing camps.

He emphasised for quick 
and time bound registration 
of farmers and families so that 
all schemes are saturated and 
benefits designed for the farm-
ing community are extended 
to them.

He also impressed upon 
the officers to improve the 
outreach in the field and 
achieve set outcomes under 
all schemes so that benefits 
of development reach to the 
masses.

The DC stressed on pro-
motion of organic, integrated 
farming and popularisation of 
animal, sheep and fish rearing 
for diversifying the economy, 
adding that the need of the 
hour is to increase farmers 
income by such interventions.

DC Budgam 
inaugurates 
Health & 
Wellness Centre

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC), 
Budgam, Akshay Labroo 
Tuesday inaugurated 
Health & Wellness Centre, 
Kralpora and dedicated 
this new health facility to 
the general public.

On the occasion, the DC 
inspected various wards 
and facilities including 
NCD screening, dispensa-
ry, testing laboratory etc 
and took stock of  avail-
ability of  medicine and 
machinery.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC said that 
the Health and Wellness 
Centre, Kralpora is the 
6th such health facility 
completed in the last few 
months and dedicated to 
the general public within 
the same period.

He said that under the 
directions from Hon’ble 
LG Administration, the 
District Administration 
Budgam is committed to 
ensure speedy completion 
of  all pending infrastruc-
ture projects.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION BUDGAM
ENGINEERING COMPLEX BUDGAM PIN NO.191111

E-mail:- xenrnbdivbud@gmail.com,Phone-FAX:- 01951-255208

TENDER NOTICE 
E-tendering NIT No:- 158 -MDB of 2023-24/14000-15 DATED:-05-02-2024

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders (In Single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the 
following works:-

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost Cost of T/
Doc.

Earnest 
money CDR/

FDR / BG

Time of
Completion  

(days)

Class of
Contractor

Major 
Head of 
account

Project 
Authority

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Construction of 02 No cement concrete 
culvert near Unani Hospital Alnoor 
Colony Narkara

Rs.11.29 
Lacs Rs.600/- Rs.22580/- 40 days DEE CEE 

BEE
3054- 
M&R

Chief 
Engineer, PWD 
(R&B) Kashmir

Position of AAA      = Accorded                      Project Authority: 
Position of TS         = Accorded                      Position of funds:-  = Available/Committed, 
The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions 
of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date 
given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 05/02/2024
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents 05/02/2024
3. Bid submission Start Date 05/02/2024
4. Bid Submission End Date 14/02-2024 upto 4.00 P.M

5. Date & time of opening of Bids 15/02-2024 at 11.00A.M in the office of  Executive Engineer  (R&B) Division 
Budgam

6. Submission of Performance Security (PS)
Within 7days of receipt of LOI. (The bidder has to provide 5% of allotted Cost  
as Performance Security in shape of CDR/FDR/BG  which shall subsequently 
release 2% CDR

No:  EE/MDB/NIT/14000-15  Sd/-
DATED:- 05- 02-2024     Executive Engineer
 (R&B) Division Budgam,

DIPK-16084-23
DT: 06/02/2024

INSPIRES LOCAL BOYS

Pulwama youth 
becomes first Air India 
pilot from district

IANS

SRINAGAR:  Known once 
for its young boys joining 
terrorist groups in large 
numbers, south Kashmir's 
Tral town in Pulwama dis-
trict is now hitting news 
headlines for the right 
reasons.

A young man from Tral 
town, Raja Shahzaib Raza, 
is the first local to become 
a pilot for Air India.

Shahzaib did his school-
ing from the reputed Tyn-
dale Biscoe Memorial 
School in Srinagar. Family 
sources said he later 
obtained his B.Tech degree 
in mechanical engineer-
ing from the University of  
Kashmir.

He got himself  enrolled 
in Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 
Udaan Academy in Amethi 
(Uttar Pradesh).

Shahzaib applied for the 
pilot’s position in Air India 
after completing his train-
ing. After undergoing all 

the tests and procedures, 
he was appointed as a pilot 
by the airlines.

Locals in Tral town said 
that Shahzaib has made 
them proud because till 
the recent past, youth of  
the town were looked upon 
with suspicion for alleged 
militant links.

“Shahzaib has proved 
that the youth of  our area 
have finally chosen the 
right path.

“He is a great inspira-
tion for hundreds of  our 
youth who want to excel in 
various fields to serve the 
country and make an hon-
ourable living”, said Sajad 
Ahmad Ganai, 56.

The path-breaking 
career choice made by 
Shahzaib has come as an 
enviable alternative to 
those locals trying to join 
the civil services. It car-
ries the hopeful message 

to hundreds, who look for-
ward to joining challenging 
careers in the country.

“The basic point is not 
whether you become an 
IAS/IPS officer or not. 
The basic point is that in a 
country like India, choices 
are umpteen provided you 
have the determination to 
work hard and with hon-
esty and the right motiva-
tion,” said Shahid, 22, a 
youth from Tral town.

Kashmir’s last staple artisan preserves 

tradition amid automation threat
MUBASHIR AALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: Ghulam 
Rasool Sofi, aged 60, stands 
as the final bastion of  a 
dying craft.

Born into a lineage of  
artisans, he has dedicated 
his life to this handiwork 
that defines Kashmir's cul-
tural heritage. However, as 
machines encroach upon 
tradition, Sofi's artistry 
faces an uncertain future.

Sofi explained the 
decline of  his beloved 
crafts saying, “I challenge 
there will be no one like me 
in the whole of  Kashmir 
skilled in this art.”

“My work lands in many 
countries like Spain and 
America,” says Sofi, adding 
that the essence of his hand-
iwork cannot be replicated 

by mechanized processes.
Sofi's journey as an 

artisan has been marked 
by collaboration with 
esteemed personalities 
like Jamal Siraj. Togeth-
er, they once reaped the 
rewards of  their labor, 

earning a handsome 
income for their excep-
tional craftsmanship. 
However, the advent of  
mass-produced goods 
has eroded the demand 
for handmade artifacts, 
taking Sofi's livelihood 

into uncertainty.
 "I appeal to the govern-

ment to stop the onslaught 
of  machine work, which 
is the main cause of  our 
art's demise. I fear that 
without intervention, the 
rich legacy of  Kashmir's 
artisanal traditions will 
fade into obscurity, leav-
ing behind a cultural art 
to decline,” he added.

Through imparting his 
knowledge to eager learn-
ers, he endeavors to keep 
the flame of  tradition 
ablaze for generations to 
come. As the last stable 
worker in his trade.

Sofi’s plea for the preser-
vation of  handcrafted tra-
ditions echoes across the 
valleys, urging stakehold-
ers to heed the call before 
it's too late—(KNO)

JKEDI Director conducts 
in-depth evaluation of 
institute operations
Reviews status of recovery and repayment 
process across J&K

Arrangements made for 
celebration of Meraj -ul- 
Alam in Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Director, 
Jammu & Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI), Rajinder 
Kumar Sharma on Tues-
day chaired a review meet-
ing held at the Institute’s 
Bari Brahmana, Jammu 
campus.

During the review meet-
ing, the functioning of  the 
Institute was discussed 
threadbare and progress 
made under repayment 
and recovery of  funds 
under different schemes 
and other related issues 
were also discussed

The meeting was attend-
ed by all District Nodal 
Officers of  JKEDI and in-
charge officers of  the con-
cerned sections through 
virtual mode across J&K. 
During the meeting the 
Director JKEDI exhorted 
upon all the District Nodal 
Officers to enhance their 
efforts and complete all 
targets in designated time.

The Director gave a 
thorough analysis of  
recovery data, highlight-
ing the progress achieved 
in all the districts of  J&K.  
The holistic review of  the 
recovery and repayment 
status underscores the 

Institute's dedication to 
transparency, account-
ability, and sustainable 
growth.

Earlier in the day, the 
Director also had an intro-
ductory meeting with the 
faculty members and other 
officials of  the Institute 
posted at Regional Campus 
Jammu.  This interaction 
was aimed to strengthen 
internal communica-
tion channels, ensuring a 
cohesive approach towards 
achieving the Institute's 
goals.

The Director high-
lighted the critical role of  
teamwork in realizing the 
Institute's commitment to 
providing effective guid-
ance and mentorship. He 
stressed the importance 
of  a collaborative spirit 
among JKEDI employees 
to meet and exceed the 
expectations set forth in 
guiding the youth towards 
successful entrepreneurial 
endeavors.

This collaborative 
approach, as envisioned 
by the Director, not only 
fosters a conducive work-
ing environment but also 
strengthens the institute's 
capacity to positively 
impact the lives of  young 
entrepreneurs.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Budgam, Akshay Labroo 
convened a meeting to 
finalize arrangements for 
the ensuing auspicious 
Meraj -ul- Alam festival in 
district Budgam.

SSP Budgam, Al Tahir 
Gillani; SDMs, CMO, 
other officers and repre-
sentatives from the waqf  
of  Peth-Makhama shrine 
and Charar-I -Sharief  were 
also present.

At the outset, the DC 
directed KPDCL Budgam 
for an uninterrupted 
electricity supply to the 
Shrine of  Peth Makhama 
and Sheikh Noor-ud-Din 
Noorani shrine Charar-i-
Sharief.

He instructed EOs of  
concerned Municipal Com-
mittees to carry out special 
cleanliness drives and ini-
tiate proactive measures 
for disposal of  garbage and 
other waste and maintain 
proper sanitation in all 
areas.

Health authorities were 
instructed to ensure the 
availability of  Medical 
teams along with ambu-
lances at all designated 

places.
With regard to the avail-

ability of  ration, the DC 
directed AD Food to ensure 
timely supply and distribu-
tion of  food grains, besides 
ensuring availability of  
essential commodities to 
the general public.

The DC also directed the 
ARTO to ensure hassle-free 
availability of  transport 
facility on the auspicious 
days and directed him to 
coordinate with the traffic 
department so that various 
bottlenecks to smooth flow 
of  traffic are removed.

During the meet-
ing, the DC directed the 
Department of  PHE to 
ensure uninterrupted 
drinking water supply. 
They were directed to 
provide water tankers at 
identified locations.

To check illegal profi-
teering and hoarding in the 
markets, the DC directed 
concerned to constitute 
squads who will monitor 
and conduct market check-
ing drives to ensure sale of  
quality food items.

Arrangements regarding 
availability of  fire tenders, 
fire wood and other related 
items were also reviewed 
during the meeting.

4th Khelo India 

Winter Games 

conclude in Ladakh

Snow Football Takes Center Stage in 

Baramulla's Uri

Enforcement drive 
against traffic violations 
launched in B'pora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In an 
effort to promote safer 
road practices and reduce 
traffic violations, a joint 
team of  Motor Vehicle 
department Bandipora, 
Municipal Council, and 
Traffic Police  Bandipora 
Tuesday launched enforce-
ment drive in main market 
Bandipora to curb the 
problems of  traffic Jam, 
wrong parking and ensure 
free flow of  traffic.

The enforcement drive 
was carried out to encour-
age active engagement 
from the community, 
including pedestrians, and 
public transport users in 
promoting a culture of  
responsibility and adher-
ence to traffic laws.

During the drive, the 
team checked hundreds of  

vehicles and also imposed 
fines on many offenders for 
wrong parking and other 
traffic violations.

ARTO Bandipora, Bilal 
Ahmad Mir informed that 
today's enforcement drive 
was part of  measures to 
address issues such as 
illegal parking, traffic flow 
management, and pedes-
trian safety enhancements.

In his message, ARTO 
Bandipora appealed to 
road users to refrain  from 
illegal parking and viola-
tion of  traffic laws that dis-
rupt traffic flow and pose 
safety hazards.

He said illegal park-
ing not only obstructs 
the smooth movement of  
vehicles but also creates 
inconvenience for pedes-
trians and emergency ser-
vices besides it also leads 
to traffic congestion.

TASADUQ HUSSAIN

LEH: The 4th edition of  
the annual Khelo India 
Winter Games concluded 
in Ladakh on Tuesday. 
Maharashtra emerged as 
the leader in the medal 
tally with 20 medals in the 
event that kicked off  on 
February 02.

This year, Ladakh Union 
Territory played host to 
the Khelo India Games for 
the first time, organizing 
events across three differ-
ent venues in the region. 
The hosts won a combined 
total of  13 medals and 
landed in the top three in 
the overall tally.

According to an offi-
cial statement issued, 
Maharashtra clinched 20 
medals, including 6 golds, 
leading the medal count. 
Karnataka followed close-
ly with a total of  8 medals 
and 6 golds, while the hosts 
secured 13 medals, includ-
ing 2 golds, securing the 
third position.

The winter games in 
Ladakh featured two 

sports: ice hockey and 
speed skating. The finals 
of  the ice hockey tourna-
ment took place on Tues-
day afternoon, with the 
Army emerging victorious 
in the men's category and 
ITBP claiming victory in 
the women's category.

Speaking on the suc-
cessful conclusion of  the 
event, Deputy Director, 
Youth Services and Sports, 
Moses Kunzang, appreci-
ated all those involved in 
organizing the Khelo India 
Winter Games for the first 
time in the region.

“It has given us confi-
dence and would further 
boost us to do much better 
in the future,” he said.

“Local participants 
have also performed well 
and it is very encourag-
ing. All the participating 
states have praised the 
arrangements and facili-
ties put in place. Their 
feedback has been very 
positive. No complaints 
were received throughout 
the event,” Moses added—
(KNO)

NOOR UL HAQ

URI: As temperatures rise 
during the day and tour-
ists flock to destinations 
like Gulmarg for skiing 
and sledge rides, a group 
of  young enthusiasts from 
Uri subdivision in Baram-
ulla district have chosen 
a unique winter pursuit – 
snow football.

Under the banner of  
"PirPanjal Football Club," 
led by 21-year-old Farhan 
Lone, these passionate 
boys are reshaping soccer 
in Kashmir, where tradi-
tional winter sports like 
skiing dominate.

Farhan, a resident of  
Bijhama in Uri, is not only 
a football enthusiast but 
also a dedicated vlogger. 
"We had a dream to play 
soccer in the snow, and 
every Kashmiri shares 
that dream. We organized 

a friendly match, and it 
was pure fun," Farhan 
told news agency Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO).

The snow-covered play-
ground featured one-foot-
deep snow and two goal 
posts manned by players 

adorned in jerseys. The 
friendly match was not 
only recorded but also 
provided spectators with a 
picturesque scene against 

the snow-filled backdrop. 
Farhan expressed that the 
boys are deeply passionate 
about soccer, and playing 
in the snow was a dream 
come true. The Pir Panjal 
Football Club has already 
participated in approxi-

mately 15 soccer matches 
in various locations last 
year and plans to organize 
more matches on snow-
fields in the coming days.

“When we started play-
ing soccer last year, we 
didn't have goal posts,” 
Farhan recalled. “We used 
stones around one foot 
high on both sides as goal 
posts. With the passion 
and support, we managed 
to acquire proper goal 
posts and even leveled the 
ground with the assistance 
of  the government. Today, 
we organized our first 
soccer match in the snow,” 
he further said. Farhan 
said that the initiative by 
Pir Panjal Football Club 
will increase the passion 
of  soccer lovers around 
the valley. "We appeal to 
the government to hold 
soccer matches in snow on 
the pattern of  skiing and 
ice hockey in the valley," 
he added. He said that such 
initiatives will attract for-
eign tourists and athletes 
towards Kashmir—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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Accidents On Rise

T
he news of losing more than 
ten people in a single accident 
in northern Kashmir has left 
everyone in a sad mood. It is a 
human tragedy that occurred 

partly due to an avoidable human error. 
New details of the accident are emerg-
ing leaving everyone surprised. Some 
sections of the media are reporting that 
the driver of this vehicle already had 
been booked for ten violations in the 
past. Ideally, this is a picture-perfect case 
of permanently canceling the license of 
the driver or even putting him behind 
bars. In many Western countries serial 
offenders like these are put behind bars 
without a second thought and a heavy 
fine imposed - this way the driver thinks 
more than twice before violating any 
traffic rule.
Hill driving is a serious business. Driv-
ing a commercial vehicle, overloaded 
with passengers, through those hairpin 
bends is no child's play. It requires a 
certain skill set to be able to drive on 
these roads. A serial offender on hilly 
roads is a criminally inclined person 
who is not fit to drive a commercial 
vehicle on these roads. How was this 
person allowed to drive a commercial 
vehicle despite such a terrible record?
The current establishment needs to 
take this matter seriously. In the case 
of a charlatan masquerading as a 
doctor, it was only after a social activ-
ist highlighted the fake doctor's lack 
of requisite degree that the govern-
ment sprung into action. Why is the 
establishment so late in taking action 
against these perpetrators?
The government must lay out software 
to verify the degrees of all profession-
als working in different spheres of life. 
In the case of hill drivers who are serial 
offenders, their licenses need to be 
canceled permanently or in extreme 
cases be put behind bars. One's heart 
weeps at the accident that hit north 
Kashmir. The system must ensure that 
no human live is lost due to a careless 
driver's recklessness. 

Urgent Need For Better, Safer, Shorter 
Treatment For Drug-Resistant TB

SHOBHA SHUKLA 

I
s it not a paradox that a prevent-
able, diagnosable, treatable, and 
curable bacterial infection dis-
ease is still 1.30 million people 
every year? Yes, we are talking of  

TB. Today we have all the solutions to 
#EndTB - point-of-care molecular tests 
to diagnose drug-sensitive and drug-
resistant TB upfront within an hour or 
so, and begin patient-friendly shorter 
treatment regimens ("same day test and 
treat") to get rid of  this dreaded disease. 
And yet in 2022, an estimated 10.6 mil-
lion people developed TB globally, out of  
which 410,000 cases were of  drug-resis-
tant TB. Moreover, only less than half  
of  those with drug-resistant TB (43%) 
were able to access treatment.

The treatment of  drug-resistant TB 
has undergone a rapid change. Today 
we have the six-month all oral treatment 
regimens, like BPaL and BPaLM.

BPaLM (Bedaquiline, Pretomanid, 
Linezolid, and Moxifloxacin) regimen has 
an efficacy of  89% (regardless of  person's 
HIV status) to treat rifampicin-resistant 
TB of the lungs, as compared to less than 
60% efficacy of  the almost 24-month long 
standard of  care regimen.

 BPaL (Bedaquiline, Pretomanid, and 
Linezolid) regimen too has 89% treatment 
efficacy for treating people with exten-
sively drug-resistant TB (XDR-TB) and 
treatment-intolerant or non-responsive 
drug-resistant TB of the lungs.

Those who do not have fluoroquino-
lone resistance can receive a BPaLM 
regimen and those who are later found 
to have fluoroquinolone resistance can 
be given a BPaL regimen.

"Patients in India and other coun-
tries are falling ill with drug-resistant 
TB every day. And they are still being 
treated for it with older, more toxic, 
and less effective drugs. These patients 
should not have to wait, they need 
better treatments today – not one or a 
few years down the line. We have the 
data and strong scientific evidence to 
show why shorter, safer, more effec-
tive regimens to treat drug-resistant 
TB be scaled up programmatically. So 
why not use the newer, less toxic, and 
more effective drugs instead?” says Dr 

Animesh Sinha, Advisor for Tuberculo-
sis at Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
or Doctors Without Borders.

These shorter regimens also make 
economic sense for the people in need as 
well as for the service providers. They 
cost less because of  the reduction in 
costs of  both: drugs cost and associated 
care “Patients could get back to their 
normal lives much quicker than those 
who were on standard-of-care regimens. 
There is no reason why they should not 
be made available at the earliest to all 
those who suffering from drug-resistant 
TB," he adds.

Speaking at the 78th National Confer-
ence of  Tuberculosis and Chest Diseas-
es (NATCON) held in Thrissur, India, Dr 
Sinha shared the results of  implement-
ing BPaL based regimens, outside clini-
cal trials by many countries with a high 
incidence of  drug-resistant TB. Orga-
nized by the Tuberculosis Association 
of  India, Tuberculosis Association of  
Kerala, Association of  Pulmonologists 
Thrissur, Academy of  Pulmonary and 
Critical Care Medicine, and Southeast 
Asia regional office of  the International 
Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung 
Disease (The Union), the conference 
theme is "Robert Koch to Robotics."

He gave the examples of  Uzbeki-
stan and Belarus which rolled out the 
BPaLM regimen in 2022. “Till date, they 
have enrolled more than 800 patients 

on these new regimens, of  which over 
500 patients have completed their treat-
ment. They have seen a huge success 
rate of  over 92% in these patients treat-
ed with the innovative all-oral, 6-month 
long regimen for drug-resistant TB. The 
treatment has been safer than the previ-
ously used longer regimen and patients 
have witnessed lesser side effects."

"However, India has not rolled out 
these regimens as yet. I hear concerns 
about high levels of  resistance to fluoro-
quinolones in India as a reason for cau-
tion. However other countries with even 
higher levels of  fluoroquinolone resis-
tance have rolled out these regimens 
with great success. Both Uzbekistan and 
Belarus are countries with high rates of  
drug-resistant TB and over 20% to 30% 
of  drug-resistant TB patients in these 
countries have fluoroquinolone resis-
tance. This is in comparison to India 
where the proportion of  drug-resistant 
TB patients with fluoroquinolone resis-
tance is less than 20%. Therefore these 
new regimens should work as well in 
India as they do elsewhere,” explained 
Dr Animesh Sinha.

India has set ambitious targets to end 
TB. Now, we need to match this opti-
mism with actions on the ground, so 
that these targets are reachable. Shorter 
regimens will help not just India but all 
countries in ending TB and delivering 
on SDGs, says Sinha.

In its updated guidelines on drug-
resistant TB treatment, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has rec-
ommended programmatic use of  the 
shorter, safer, and more effective all oral 
BPaLM and BPaL regimens in place of  
the existing longer regimens. But Indian 
guidelines in sync with the global ones 
are yet to go public as far as we know.

The shorter duration, lower cost, 
lower pill burden, and high efficacy 
of  these novel regimens should enable 
much better treatment and treatment 
outcomes for people with drug-resistant 
TB, while also helping health systems 
to provide care for more people. It has 
a strong Call to Action for rapid expan-
sion in access to the BPaLM/BPaL regi-
mens.

Shobha Shukla is the award-win-
ning founding Managing Editor and 

Executive Director of  Citizen News 
Service and is a feminist, health and 

development justice advocate. She is a 
former senior Physics faculty of  pres-

tigious Loreto Convent College and 
current Coordinator of  Asia Pacific 
Regional Media Alliance for Health 

and Development (APCAT Media) and 
Global AMR Media Alliance (GAMA). 

Follow her on Twitter @shobha1shukla 
or read her writings here www.bit.ly/

ShobhaShukla)

Soldiering Through Time

Babuji's Unforgettable Reminiscence

DR. SHIBEN KRISHEN RAINA

I
n our tranquil neighborhood 
lived an elderly gentleman, 
likely around Eighty years 
old. Despite his advanced 
age, he remained in remark-

ably good health. The depth of  his 
life’s experiences reflected onto his 
face, portraying the images of  hope, 
despair, happiness, and sorrow 
that usually accompanies a person 
through the various stages of  life.

This respected figure, whom 
my family members affection-
ately referred to as 'Babuji', com-
menced his journey into the mili-
tary at the tender age of  twenty. 
As he probes into the retreats of  
his past, captivating tales of  world 
wars, and encounters with tribals 
in Kashmir, Nagaland, Junagadh, 
and other locales emerge like trea-
sures from a trove. Babuji takes 
immense pleasure in recounting 
these stories, offering a glimpse 
into a life rich with diverse ‘Fauji’ 
experiences.

One morning, I received an 
invitation from Babuji, an indica-
tion that he was eager to share yet 
another chapter from his military 
journey. Initially contemplating 
the idea of  declining, I reconsidered 
when Babuji, with a heartfelt ges-
ture, called me again. Resolving to 
make a swift return, I changed into 
suitable attire and headed towards 
his residence, just next door.

Upon entering his room, I was 
greeted warmly by Babuji. Tea 
was ordered, and he settled into 
a chair in front of  me. Display-
ing an unusual vitality, he wore 
a long-necked undershirt that 
reached his knees. The room is 
adorned with pictures of  deities, 

displaying his military life and a 
big picture featuring prominently 
the image of  his late wife. A rifle 
hung on one wall, appearing as a 
historical relic.

Babuji, assuming a posture 
that conveyed the significance of  
the moment, appeared poised to 
share something extraordinary 
this time. His eyes had searched 
me out since morning. My gaze 
wandered to a table adorned with 
various badges, medals, certifi-
cates, and plaques. While Babuji 
had elaborated on these awards in 
our previous conversations several 
times, this was the first opportu-
nity to witness them.

With pride evident in his 
expression, Babuji recounted 
the history behind each badge, 
medal, and certificate. Some were 
earned in wars, while others were 
bestowed by British officers for 
their acts of  valor. As he flipped 
through the pages of

his memory, joy illuminated on 
his face. Placing his right hand on 
my shoulder, he remarked, "There 
are many more badges and medals, 
but the old lady loved these the 
most." Intrigued, I inquired, 
"Which old lady?"

Babuji's response unveiled a poi-
gnant layer of  his narrative. "Oh, 
my wife, who departed to the divine 
abode last year. A kind-hearted soul, 
she used to insist, 'Nikke's Babu, 
these badges are not for you; I have 
earned them. Despite being in the 
village while I traversed different 
fronts and cities, she tirelessly pol-
ished them to a shine.’

I looked up at Babuji, finding 
his eyes glistening with moisture. 
Attempting to control his emotions, 
he continued, "The old lady mostly 
stayed in the village, and I would 
sometimes be on this front and 
sometimes on that front, sometimes 
in this city and sometimes in that 
city. What discipline it was! What a 
spectacle it was! Working with Brit-
ish officers had its own charm."

As the minutes ticked by, Babuji 
dug deeper into the recesses of  his 
memories. It became apparent to me 
that today, Babuji was wrapped in a 
wave of  sentimentality. Our inter-
actions had traditionally revolved 
around neighborly inquiries, occa-
sionally sprinkled with tales from 
his military days that I always 
absorbed with keen interest.

My knowledge of  Babuji paint-
ed a portrait of  a man hailing from 

Garhwal, spending his formative 
years there before embarking on 
a military career that eventu-
ally led to retirement. Following 
the passing of  his wife, he found 
solace in residing in the city near 
me, alongside his eldest son. For 
the past five to seven years, he pri-
marily stayed with his eldest son, 
occasionally venturing to visit his 
other children for short periods. 
However, since the loss of  his wife, 
he had predominantly made his 
home with his eldest son.

Before I could inquire if  his 
intention in calling me was to 
share stories behind the array of  
badges and medals, Babuji began 
to speak. "These badges and 
medals were more than mere deco-
rations to my old lady; they were 
precious beyond measure. Once a 
week, she would lovingly polish 
them. As the years advanced, it 
became a bi-monthly ritual, then 
a yearly one—specifically on the 
anniversary of  our wedding."

I softly asked, "Why on the 
anniversary?"

abuji lapsed into contempla-
tion at my inquiry. His gaze fixed 
on the medals before him, and he 
began, "I cannot say why precise-

ly on the anniversary. What I do 
know is that my old lady, despite 
being unable to read or write, had 
mastered the book of  life. During 
my absences, she cared for my 
parents, brought up the children, 
and managed the household with 
unwavering dedication. Reflecting 
now, I am astounded by the pro-
found devotion and self-assurance 
that woman possessed."

As Babuji continued to meticu-
lously polish the medals, his eyes 
alternated between me and the 
gleaming decorations. It became 
evident that he had something 
more to share, an unspoken senti-
ment. Taking one of  the medals 
into my hands, I offered, "Here, 
Babu Ji, let me polish this one." 
His eyes lit up with appreciation, 
perhaps longing to hear such an 
offer. As he attended to some other 
medals, I took charge of  the rest.

In a momentary pause, Babuji 
shifted his gaze to a picture of  
his late wife hanging on the wall. 
Inhaling deeply, he disclosed, 
"Today marks our wedding anni-
versary. If  my old lady were still 
with me, she would have started 
polishing these medals since 
morning. These medals meant 
more to her than life itself. In her 
fading moments, she whispered to 
me, 'Dear Babu, these medals are 
not for you, they are for me. Yes, 
they are for me. Take care of  them 
and polish them every year on our 
wedding anniversary.'"

BabuJi's voice wavered with 
emotion. After a brief  silence, he 
erupted into a laughter reminiscent 
of  a soldier's discipline, saying, "I've 
held onto her words in my heart. 
Every year on this day, I retrieve 
these medals, dust them off, and 
polish them. At that moment, I hear 
the echo of  my old lady's voice—
'Dear Babu! These medals are not 
for you, they are for me—they are 
not for you, they are for me!'

Author is a Former Fellow, 
IIAS, Shimla. He can be mailed at 

skraina123@gmail.com,
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LK  Advani

A Bharat Ratna Who Shaped 
India’s Politics And History

PROF. JASIM MOHAMMAD

L
al Krishna Advani, a 
veteran politician and 
a stalwart leader of  the 
Bhartiya Janata Party, 
has been conferred with 

the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest 
civilian honour, by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on February 3, 2024.

Born in Karachi, present-day Pak-
istan, on November 8, 1927, Advani 
experienced the trauma of  the par-
tition of  India and dedicated his life 
to the cause of  nation-building. He 
joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) as a pracharak (full-
time worker) and later became one 
of  the founding members of  the BJP, 
along with Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Advani served as the president of  
the BJP for the longest period, from 
1986 to 1991, and again from 1993 to 
1998. He transformed the party from 
a marginal player with only two Lok 
Sabha seats in 1984 to a formidable 
force with 120 seats in 1991 and 182 
seats in 1998. He also served as the 
Leader of  the Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha from 1998 to 2004 and from 
2009 to 2014.

He is widely regarded as an indi-
vidual of  great intellectual ability, 
strong principles, and unwavering 
support for the idea of  a strong and 
prosperous India. As confirmed by 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Advani has 
"never compromised on his core 
belief  in nationalism, and yet has 
displayed flexibility in political 
responses whenever it was demand-
ed by the situation.".

He is widely regarded as one of  
the most influential and respected 
leaders of  the BJP, who mentored 
and groomed many of  its promi-
nent members. He is also credited 
with expanding the party’s base and 
appeal across the country, especially 
among the urban middle class and 
the youth. He coined the slogan 
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka 
Vishwas” (Together with all, devel-
opment for all, trust of  all), which 
became the guiding principle of  the 
Modi government.

The Bharat Ratna, which literally 
means “Jewel of  India”, was insti-
tuted in 1954 to honour the highest 
degree of  national service rendered 
by any individual in any field of  
human endeavour. The award com-
prises a peepal leaf-shaped medal-
lion with a platinum emblem of  the 
sun and the words “Bharat Ratna” 
inscribed on it. The award is con-
ferred by the President of  India on 
the recommendation of  the Prime 
Minister. Some of  the previous recip-
ients of  the award include Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajendra 
Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari, Bhag-
wan Das, M. Visvesvaraya, Vallabhb-
hai Patel, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, 
C.V. Raman, Rajiv Gandhi, Abdul 
Kalam, Sachin Tendulkar, and Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee.

L.K. Advani was chosen for this 
honour in recognition of  his out-
standing contributions to the nation 
as a parliamentarian, a minister, a 
party leader, and a statesman. His 
political journey spans over seven 
decades, and his contributions have 
been instrumental in the nation’s 
progress and development. Advani’s 
early years were marked by a fervent 
dedication to the ideals of  the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
a nationalist organization that he 
joined at the age of  14. He was deeply 
influenced by the RSS leaders such 
as M.S. Golwalkar and Deendayal 
Upadhyaya, who instilled in him a 
sense of  patriotism, discipline, and 
service.

Advani’s association with the 
Janata Party and the BJP was sig-
nificant in establishing a strong con-
servative presence in Indian politics. 
He was one of  the founding members 
of  the BJP in 1980, along with Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, who became his life-
long friend and mentor. He served as 

the president of  the BJP for six terms 
and led the party to several electoral 
victories. He was also the Leader of  
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha for 
three terms.

He also played a vital role in 
expanding the BJP’s alliance base 
and forming the National Democrat-
ic Alliance (NDA) with regional par-
ties. He served as the deputy prime 
minister and home minister in the 
Vajpayee-led NDA government from 
1998 to 2004 and made several notable 
achievements, such as conducting 
the Pokhran-II nuclear tests, launch-
ing the Lahore bus service, initiat-
ing the peace process with Pakistan, 
overseeing the Kargil war victory, 
implementing the Prevention of  Ter-
rorism Act (POTA), and initiating 
the Bharat Nirman programme for 
rural development.

As the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Home Minister of  India, Advani 
played a pivotal role in strengthening 
national security and law enforce-
ment. His tenure saw significant 
strides in modernizing the police 
force and addressing critical issues 
such as terrorism and insurgency. 
He was instrumental in launch-
ing the Prevention of  Terrorism 
Act (POTA) in 2002, which gave the 
authorities more powers to combat 
terrorism. He also established the 
National Security Council, the 
National Investigation Agency, and 
the National Disaster Management 
Authority to enhance the country’s 
preparedness and response to vari-
ous threats and emergencies.

His pragmatic approach and 
decisive actions during this period 
contributed to the nation’s stability 
and security. He was widely praised 
for his handling of  the Kargil War in 
1999, where he coordinated the suc-
cessful military operation to evict 
the Pakistani intruders from the 
Indian territory. He was also lauded 
for his role in the Pokhran nuclear 
tests in 1998, where he supported 
the decision to conduct the nuclear 
explosions that demonstrated India’s 
scientific and strategic prowess.

Beyond politics, Advani is known 
for his commitment to parliamentary 
democracy and his advocacy for con-
structive debates. As a parliamen-
tarian, he consistently emphasized 
the importance of  democratic values 
and the need for meaningful dialogue 
to address the challenges facing the 

nation. He is widely respected for 
his oratory skills, his ideological 
convictions, his strategic vision, his 
mentorship, and his integrity. He 
has influenced and inspired many 
political leaders and activists, such 
as Narendra Modi, Pramod Mahajan, 
Arun Jaitley, Sushma Swaraj, and 
Amit Shah.

Advani has received several 

awards and honours for his public 
service, such as the Padma Vib-
hushan, the second-highest civil-
ian award of  India, in 2015, the Out-
standing Parliamentarian Award 
in 1999, and the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for his contribution to 
Indian politics in 2016. He has also 
authored several books, such as 
My Country My Life, A Prisoner’s 
Scrap-Book, and The BJP: A Politi-

cal Biography.
The Bharat Ratna is not merely an 

acknowledgment of  Advani’s politi-
cal career but also a recognition of  
his statesmanship and dedication to 
the service of  the nation.

In conferring the Bharat Ratna 
upon L.K. Advani, the government 
honours not just an individual, but a 
symbol of  steadfast leadership, con-

viction, and service to the nation. 
Advani’s legacy will continue to 
inspire generations, and the award 
stands as a fitting tribute to a states-
man who has played a vital role in 
shaping the destiny of  Bharat.

Advani is widely credited as one 
of  the tallest leaders who scripted 
BJP’s rise from ‘oblivion to promi-
nence’. It was after his Rath Yatra 
in 1990s that catapulted the saffron 

party into national politics. For the 
unversed, LK Advani is the second 
BJP stalwart to be conferred with 
Bharat Ratna. Prior to him, former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
was also honored with Bharat Ratna 
in 2015.

After Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced that BJP's veteran 
leader LK Advani will be conferred 
with the prestigious Bharat Ratna 
award, his family expressed happi-
ness and thanked PM Modi for hon-
ouring the latter with the country's 
highest honour.

Pratibha Advani, LK Advani's 
daughter, was seen sitting with 
Advani at his residence in Delhi as 
she congratulated her father offering 
him a laddu

"The entire family is very happy 
that 'Dada' (LK Advani) has received 
the country's highest honour. Today 
I miss my mother the most because 
her contribution to his life, be it per-
sonal or political life is huge. When 
I told Dada, he was very happy and 
said that he spent his entire life 
in the service of  his country. He 
thanked PM Modi and the people of  
the country for honouring him with 
such a big award," Pratibha Advani 
said.

"He is very overwhelmed. He is a 
man of  few words. But he had tears 
in his eyes. He was very happy even 
at the time of  Pran Pratishtha of  
Ram temple. This was such a dream 
of  his life for which he struggled 
and worked for a long time. His per-
sonality is such that when someone 
praises him, tears come to his eyes," 
she added.

Jayant Advani, veteran BJP 
leader LK Advani's son said that it 
is wonderful to note that at this stage 
in his life, his efforts are being recog-
nised in this magnificent way.

"My family and I are extremely 
delighted with this new develop-
ment. I would like to thank PM Nar-
endra Modi for conferring this award 
on my father. My father's contribu-
tion to public life has been immense 
and it is wonderful to note that at 
this stage in his life, his efforts are 
being recognised in this magnificent 
way," he said.

Author is Professor and the 
Chairman, Centre for Narendra 
Modi Studies (CNMS). He can be 

mailed at profjasimmd@gmail.com
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Lok Sabha Clears
passed the Constitution (Jammu and 

Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes Order (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, which seeks to add four 
communities -- Gadda Brahmin, Koli, Pad-
dari Tribe, and Pahari Ethnic Group -- to 
the list of  Scheduled Tribes in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Responding to a debate on the Bill, Tribal 
Affairs Minister Arjun Munda said that 
with the scrapping of  Article 370, the BJP 
government has sent out a message that 
India is one, from Kashmir to Kanyaku-
mari.

On the demand of  an opposition member 
for the inclusion of  Ladakh in the Sixth 
Schedule of  the Constitution, he said that 
the BJP is concerned about the people of  
the Union territory.

The Bill seeks to amend the Constitution 
(Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes 
Order of  1989 to create separate lists for 
Scheduled Tribes for the Union Territories 
of  Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

Prominent Pahari leaders Syed Mushtaq 
Bukhari (former minister), Raja Aijaz Ali, 
Vibodh Gupta and other leaders have been 
at the forefront of  the battle to get ST status 
for Paharis—(KNO Inputs )

LG Expresses
Tribes Order (Amendment) Bill, 2024 in 

Lok Sabha and expressed gratitude to the 
Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“A historic day for Jammu Kashmir! 
Lok Sabha has cleared the Constitution 
(Jammu and Kashmir) Scheduled Tribes 
Order (Amendment) Bill, 2024 to grant 
scheduled tribe status to Paharis, Padari 
Tribes, Koli & Gadda Brahmin, fulfilling 
the long pending demand of  these commu-
nities," LG Sinha said. 

LG said that under the leadership of  
Hon'ble PM Narendra Modi Ji, govt has 
ensured inclusion of  these communities in 
Scheduled Tribes list will have no impact 
on current level of  reservations available 
to Gujjars, Bakarwals& other tribe & they 
will continue to get reservation like before.

"After the bill is cleared in Rajya Sabha, 
the UT administration will issue neces-
sary notifications ensuring that the people 
included in the existing list of  Scheduled 
Tribes continue to get the same level of  
reservation," he said, adding that he UT 
administration is committed to build a J&K 
which focuses on balanced development 
and benefits all sections of  society with the 
Mantra of  inclusive development.

"I also appeal to the people and communi-
ty elders to discharge their responsibilities 
well and counter any misinformation being 
spread by miscreants on level of  reserva-
tion to the communities," he said.

LG reiterated that the inclusion of  new 
communities in the list of  Scheduled Tribes 
will not impact current level of  reserva-
tions available to the existing Scheduled 
Tribe communities such as Gujjars and 
Bakarwals”.

Abolished 370,
Addressing the issue of  stone-pelting 

incidents, Shah revealed a drastic shift 
from the past, stating that there is now 
not a single reported incident in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He attributed this change to 
the government's efforts, emphasizing that 
those once engaged in stone-pelting are 
now embracing technology, with laptops 
replacing stones.

Amit Shah also touched upon the broad-
er success in handling internal security 
hotspots, including Jammu and Kash-
mir, North-East, and left-wing extrem-

ism-affected areas. He claimed that these 
regions have been successfully brought 
under control during the Modi govern-
ment's tenure, contributing to India's over-
all development journey.

Regarding foreign and domestic policies, 
Shah emphasized a commitment to friendly 
relations with other countries but firmly 
stated that there would be no compromise 
on border security and the safety of  the 
nation's citizens. He credited the govern-
ment's clear policies for garnering respect 
from other nations.

The Home Minister concluded by prais-
ing the government's approach in not only 
addressing terrorism but also dismantling 
its ecosystem. He highlighted the imple-
mentation of  modern criminal justice laws 
and the transformative impact on the youth 
in Jammu and Kashmir, with laptops sym-
bolizing progress in the region.

Key Conspirator
in hatching conspiracy along with Khur-

sheed Ahmad Rather and Ghulam Sarwar 
Rather in receiving arms and ammunition 
from across the LoC by the terrorist han-
dlers,” police said.

Police said that on February 4, 2024 fol-
lowing specific information received from 
investigation agencies in Jammu & Kash-
mir that one Riyaz Ahmad Rather S/o Gh 
Rasool Rather R/o Village New Gabra 
Tehsil Karnah District Kupwara, J&K is 
wanted in the recent terror module case 
busted by them, wherein five persons 
were arrested and incriminating material 
including 5 AK rifles (short), 5 AK Maga-
zines, 16 short AK rounds were recovered.

“In this regard, a Case FIR No: 07/2024 
US 120B IPC, 7/25 Indian Arms Act, 13, 18, 
20, 23, 38, 39 of  UA (P) Act, Police Station-
Karnah, Kupwara (J&K) was registered 
and under investigation,” police said.

Police said that these these arms and 
ammunition were sent by Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) based LeT Terrorist 
handlers namely Manzoor Ahmad Sheikh 
@ Shakoor S/o Wali Mohammad Seikh 
R/o Gabra Karnah and Qazi Mohammad 
Khushal S/o Qazi Syed Yaseen R/o Dhanni 
Karnah.

“Both were operating from across the 
border. Further, it was informed that Riyaz 
Ahmad is absconding and would shortly 
reach New Delhi Railway Station in the wee 
hours,” police said.

Police said that sensing the gravity of  
the matter, a team of  New Delhi police was 
constituted and immediately deployed at 
all the entry/exits and strategic points of  
New Delhi Railway Station.

“The alert staff  acted promptly and iden-
tified Riyaz Ahmad in the crowd and appre-
hended him, when he was trying to flee 
from Exit Gate no 1, of  New Delhi Railway 
Station in the early morning hours,” police 
said.

Police said that Riyaz Ahmad was sub-
jected to intensive interrogation, and it was 
revealed that he along with his friend Altaf  
had boarded Mahakaushal Express from 
Jabalpur and reached Hazarat Nizamuddin 
railway station at about 3 p.m. on February 
3, 2024.

“From there they took an auto and 
reached NDRS. Riyaz Ahmad Rather was 
about to go to some other hideout,” police 
said.

Police said that Riyaz Ahmad and his 
friend Altaf  retired from the Indian Army 
on January 31, 2023.

“One mobile phone and one SIM card 
has been recovered from his possession. 
Accused Riyaz Ahmad has been arrested 
under appropriate sections of  law and 
Police Officials of  concerned Police Station 

of  J&K have been informed for further nec-
essary action at their end,” the police said.

Cold Wave Returns
minimum temperature.
Jammu city had 6, Katra 4.6, Batote 

minus 0.3, Bhaderwah and Banihal both 
had minus 1.8 as the minimum tempera-
ture.

J&K Witnessing
education is making valuable contribu-

tions to concerned sectors,” he said.
The Lt Governor also talked about the 

reforms introduced in higher education 
sector in J&K over last few years.

He impressed upon the Colleges under 
Cluster University to harness the oppor-
tunities and improve, reorient and prepare 
market-ready skilled workforce.

The Lt Governor also congratulated 
the Vice Chancellor, Cluster University 
of  Jammu, Prof  Bechan Lal on success-
ful completion of  his tenure as VC and 
wished him good health and all the suc-
cess in future.

Sh Alok Kumar, Principal Secretary 
Higher Education; Sh Ramesh Kumar, 
Divisional Commissioner Jammu; senior 
officials, Principals of  Associated Colleges, 
Heads of  Departments and Faculty mem-
bers of  Cluster University of  Jammu were 
present on the occasion at Raj Bhawan.

Renowned Broadcaster
Srinagar.
He headed the local Doordarshan Kendra 

during trying times when working for the 
state-owned TV centre was a tough call 
because of  militant violence.

He died in a hospital in Jammu and his 
family members said he would be buried 
in Kashmir.

Farooq Nazki is survived by his wife, two 
daughters and a son.(IANS)

GDA Fails To
The official figures further reveal that 

in the year 2022, a total budget of  lakhs 
were allocated to the GDA. However, the 
concerned authorities had utilized only Rs 
503.13 lakhs.

According to the PIO, in the year 2023, 
a total budget of  Rs 325.03 lakhs was allo-
cated for the GDA out of  which the expen-
diture was Rs 198.29 lakhs.

Stating the revenue generated by the 
GDA in the past five years, the PIO said 
that in the year 2019, it has generated a 
total of  Rs 63,90,000.

It reveals that in 2020, a total revenue of  
Rs 8,47,100 was generated by the GDA fol-
lowed by Rs 97,30,000 in 2021, Rs 21,12,4000 
in fiscal 2022 and Rs 18,73,38,000 in 2023 
respectively—(KNO)

J&K Witnesses 67%
flowers, the minister said no adverse 

effects have been reported due to factors 
such as cement dust from industrial estab-
lishments.

“The Agriculture Production Depart-
ment along with the revenue authorities, 
UT of  J&K are implementing the Saffron 
Act, Saffron rules and other revenue laws 
which safeguard the saffron land from 
being diverted for any other purposes,” 
he added.

The growers stressed the need to focus 
on finding solutions to rejuvenate the saf-
fron industry and increase production. 
They said a large number of  farmers have 
converted their saffron fields to cultivate 

apple trees, mustard, and other crops due 
to declining interest in saffron.

The growers alleged that the officials 
at the UT level had claimed an increase 
in production and other aspects, which 
they found to be untrue and not reflect the 
ground reality.

“Even the National Saffron Mission has 
failed as it fell short of  providing the prom-
ised relief  to the growers, particularly in 
terms of  irrigation facilities,” they said.

Officials informed that since the year 
2012-13, the land under saffron in Kashmir 
has remained constant at 3,665 hectares as 
no assessment has been carried out since 
then. Meanwhile, the production in the 
year 2012-13 was 12.45 metric tons with a 
yield of  3.45 quintals per hectare. In 2013-
14, the production increased to 14.01 metric 
tons with a yield of  3.82 quintals per hect-
are. However, in 2014-15, the production 
dropped to 5.57 metric tons with a yield of  
1.52 quintals per hectare.

In 2015-16, the production of  saffron 
rose to 16.17 metric tons with a yield of  
4.41 quintals per hectare, and in 2016-17, it 
further increased to 16.45 metric tons with 
a yield of  4.49 quintals per hectare. How-
ever, the production declined significantly 
in 2017-18 to 5.20 metric tons with a yield 
of  1.42 quintals per hectare. In 2018-19, it 
slightly increased to 5.65 metric tons with 
a yield of  1.54 quintals per hectare.

In the year 2019-20, the production dras-
tically dropped to 0.02 metric tons with a 
yield of  4.44 quintals per hectare. The saf-
fron production remained stagnant at 0.02 
metric tons in both 2020-21 and 2021-22, 
with a yield of  4.92 quintals per hectare 
each year—(KNO)
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After securing 60 Cr funding

Qul Fruitwall Confident 
Of Major Transformation 
In Horticulture Sector

MUBASHIR AALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: Qul Fruitwall (Qul), 
the Kashmir-based horticultural 
start-up, which became the union 
territory’s first private sector 
enterprise to receive global institu-
tional capital, is confident of  major 
transformation in the horticulture 
sector with such investments.

Qul Fruitwall Farm Installa-
tions has received funding of  ₹60 
crore for operations and research 
to modernise the sector, paving the 
way for more foreign institutional 
investment in the region.

Eighty percent of  the funding is 
coming from Incofin Investment 
Management and a portion from 
Fiedlin Ventures.

Irtik Shamim, Chief  Financial 
officer of  the start-up said that Rs 
60 crore funding will open the door 
for more foreign investments into 
Kashmir’s horticulture industry.

“We are dealing with pre and 
post-harvest management and 
our firm has helped the growers 
to enhance their income. We led 
the foundation of  the CA store and 
introduced the concept of  high-
density plantation. With these 
achievements, we went to inves-

tors and secured a funding of  Rs 
60 crore,” he said.

With this funding, the compa-
ny’s valuation has raised close to 
Rs 400 crores.  “This is the kind of  
First Global investment in the UT 
with one of  Europe's Large impact 
Fund as the lead investor. This will 
open a whole new opportunity for 
the budding entrepreneurs who 
are doing meaningful work but 
are not able to take their business 
forward beyond a certain point,” 
Irtik said

He said the start-up is working 

on various models to transform the 
horticulture sector of  the valley.

“We are witnessing that every 
year diseases like scab infest our 
orchards and affect the quality of  
our apples. We are currently work-
ing on a project, through which we 
will be able to predict diseases in 
apple orchards,” Irtik said.

Irtik also said that they have 
been actively working to enhances 
the production through introduc-
tion of  modern and scientific farm-
ing in the valley.

“In Kashmir, we produce only 

12-13 tonnes of  apples per hectare. 
While as in Europe it is around 70-90 
tonnes apple per hectare. We are 
raising awareness among the farm-
ers and convincing them to follow 
the European model of  farming to 
enhance production,” he said.

“Our soil is way more fertile 
than that of  Europe and we have 
a scope of  getting an enhanced 
production and quality apple. By 
adopting modern and scientific 
farming, the income of  our farm-
ers can grow by more than five 
times,” Irtik added—(KNO)

Study Uncovers Key Genes 

Behind Parkinson's In 

Young Indians
IANS

BENGALURU:  A team 
of  scientists has iden-
tified key genes that 
raise the risk of  Parkin-
son's disease in young 
Indians.

The team, led by Par-
kinson's Research Alli-
ance of  India (PRAI) 
and MedGenome, a 
global genomics com-
pany in South Asia, 
made a comprehensive 
analysis of  rare and 
common genetic varia-
tions in young Indian 
population which can 
enhance the under-
standing of  the genetic 
basis of  Parkinson's 
disease.

This also opens door 
for a first ever genetic 
screening in India for 
the disease in high-
risk individuals and 
affected families, said 
the team of  scientists in 
the paper published in 
the prestigious journal, 
Movement Disorders.

"Parkinson’s is not 
a single gene disease. 
It can occur due to 
multiple genetic muta-
tions and multiple gene 
causes. Knowing what 
patients with Indian 
patients will have it 

will have more impact 
in understanding and 
treatment of  that," Dr 
Prashanth L.K., a spe-
cialist in movement dis-
orders from PRAI, told 
IANS.

Parkinson’s disease 
is the second most 
common neurode-
generative disorder 
in adults in the age 
bracket of  60 years and 
above.

According to the 
Global Burden of  Dis-
ease Study (2018), Par-
kinson's has doubled 
across the globe over 
the past two decades, 
while India accounts 
for approximately 10 
per cent of  the global 
burden. This translates 
to nearly 0.58 million 
patients living with the 
disease in the country.

The first of  its kind 
study conducted in 
India aimed included 
1,000 patients through a 
network of  10 specialty 
Movement Disorder 
Centers/Neurology 
clinics across India.

Dr Prashanth told 
IANS that the team 
found high probability 
of  non-mutation and 
Parkinson's mutations 
are quite common in 

Indian patient.
"We also found a lot 

of  what we call it is 
variants of  unknown 
significance. These are 
all important genes 
which have not been 
reported in literature 
and have been found 
here.

"We need to work on 
these genes further to 
see how these genes can 
be important for occur-
rence of  parkinson dis-
ease in in in patients," 
he said.

Further, the expert 
noted that Indian 
patients carry lot of  
BSN gene mutations. 
BSN gene primarily 
affects gait and balance 
for people and is nor-
mally not reported in 
Parkinson's.

Dr. Prashanth also 
noted that currently 
there is single answer 
as to how to prevent 
the disease, because 
Parkinson disease is an 
ageing related disorder.

"However, very 
important is good qual-
ity of  life. proper food, 
timing, food timings, 
regular exercises."

He also emphasised 
the need for a "stress-
free life"
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir  

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SUB - 
TRANSMISSION DIVISION PULWAMA.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT NO.:- 26 OF 2023-24 (e-Tendering) Dated:- 05/02/2024

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K UT, e-Tender is hereby invited from approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K UT Govt. for the following work.

S. No. Name of work Advertised 
Amount in Lacs

Earnest 
Money in. Rs. Tender fee in Rs. Class of Contract

1

PROVIDING SEPARATE (NEW) FEEDER AT 
33/11 kV RECEIVING STATIONS of STD 
Pulwama under Segregation of Feeders 
UT Capex 2023-24

28.17
 56340.00 

in the form of 
CDR/FDR

1000.00
 (In the form of 

Treasury Receipt 
only)

A-Class Electrical Contractors enlisted 
with CPWD/MES/Railways/DGBPO 
and Inspection Agency of J& K PDD

1. The scanned copies of documents in original which proves the eligibility of bidders  follows as under:
1) Valid A-Class Electrical Contractor License or equivalent license issued by Chief Electrical Inspector of J&K/Relevant issuing authority.
2) Average Annual Financial Turn Over of not less than 30% of the estimated tender value during the last three (03) years. 
3) Updated/Filed GSTR 3B of last month.
4) ITR of previous 3 Years.
5)	 Performance	and	Past	experience	of	similar	type	of	work.	Work	Completion/Satisfactory	Performance	Certificates	of	similar/electrical	works	issued	by	the	officer-

in-charge not below the rank of Executive Engineer.
2.	 The	Bidding	document	consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	Set	of	terms	and	conditions	can	be	seen/	downloaded	from	the	official	website	www.jktenders.

gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

01 Date of issue of Tender Notice    06.02.2024
02 Date of start of downloading.    06.02 .2024    14.00
03 e-Bid submission start date Technical/ Financial.    07.02 .2024   14.00
04 Bid submission end date.    16.02.2024     15.00
05 Date & Time of opening of Technical Bids.    17.02.2024     14.00
06 Venue	of	opening	of	technical	&	financial	e-Bid Office	of	the	Executive	Engineer	STD	Pulwama.

3. There is no need of furnishing of hard copies of bids after submission of e-tenders. The same should be obtained only from the bidder who is declared as L1 after 
opening	of	financial	bid	as	per	the	instructions	of	Finance	Department	issued	vide	O.M	No.	A/24(2017)-651;	Dated:	07-06-2018.

5. Bids must be accompanied with proof of cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/receipt/ E- Challan under (MH-0801 PDD Remittance) in favour of 
Executive Engineer Sub – Transmission Division Pulwama (tender inviting authority). 

6. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee only valid for a period of at least one year from the date 
of issuance of this tender notice from any schedule or nationalized bank pledged to the Executive Engineer Sub Transmission Division Pulwama (tender receiving 
authority).	No	Interest	would	be	payable	on	Earnest	Money	deposited	with	the	Department.	However	the	bidder	who	is	declared	L1	after	opening	of	financial	bid	has	
to	submit	the	original	EMD	to	the	office	of	the	Executive	Engineer	Sub	Transmission	Division	Pulwama	through	speed	post,	Courier	or	by	hand.	No	Bidder,	unless	or	
otherwise	specified	in	the	terms	and	conditions,	shall	be	exempted	from	depositing	of	Earnest	Money.	Tenders	not	accompanied	with	the	requisite	amount	of	earnest	
money shall be rejected.

7. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the venue, date and time mentioned in the above table 
or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An authority letter of bidder’s/OEM representative will be required to be produced.

8.	 The	Department	reserves	the	right	to	cancel	any	or	all	the	e-Bids/	the	e-Bid	process	without	assigning	any	reason	thereof.	The	decision	of	department	will	be	final	
and binding.

9.	 	In	the	event	of	date	specified	for	e-Bids	opening	being	declared	a	holiday	for	department’s	office	then	the	due	date	for	opening	of	e-Bids	shall	be	the	following	
working day at the appointed time and place.

10. All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas Price Schedule/BOQ 
should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD. 

11.	 To	participate	in	e-bidding	process,	bidders	have	to	get	‘Digital	Signature	Certificate	(DSC)’	class	III(b)	as	per	Information	Technology	Act-2000,	to	participate	in	
online bidding. 

12.	 The	Employer	or	its	representative	shall	have	a	right	to	test	any	material	or	any	part	thereof	before	or	during	the	execution	of	works	as	specified	in	the	technical	
specifications	at	any	reputed	testing	laboratory,	the	expenses	of	which	shall	be	borne	by	the	concerned	executing	agency/contractor.	In	case	of	the	failure	of	the	Test	
the Lot shall be rejected. Same shall be replaced by the Contractor without affecting t   the delivery period. 

13. All other terms and conditions are laid down in the Standard Bidding Document (SBD) which is uploaded separately with this tender.      
No.:- STD/Pul/3684-90  Sd/=
Dated:-05/02/2024 Executive Engineer
DIPK-NB-5562-23 Sub Transmission Division
DT: 06/02/2024 Pulwama 

PM inaugurates 
integrated Sea Survival 
Training Centre in Goa

IANS

PANAJI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday 
inaugurated the integrat-
ed Sea Survival Training 
Centre at ONGC Institute 
in Goa.

He also witnessed a 
briefing on underwater 
escape exercises and a 
demonstration of  the train-
ing center.

“Delighted to dedicate to 

the nation the Sea Survival 
Centre of  ONGC in Goa. 
This state-of-the-art Centre 
is a watershed moment for 
India in making a mark in 
the sea survival training 
ecosystem. Offering rig-
orous and intense emer-
gency response training, it 
will ensure many lives are 
saved in a timely manner,” 
PM Modi said.

“Here is why we needed 
a modern Sea Survival 

Centre and how it will be 
very beneficial for our 
nation,” he said.

Chief  Minister Pramod 
Sawant, and Union Min-
ister for Petroleum, Oil 
and Natural Gas, Hardeep 
Singh Puri were present on 
the occasion.

ONGC Sea Survival 
Centre has been developed 
as a one-of-a-kind Inte-
grated Sea Survival Train-
ing Centre to advance the 

Indian sea survival train-
ing ecosystem to global 
standards.

It is expected to train 
10,000-15,000 personnel 
annually. Exercises in 
simulated and controlled 
harsh weather condi-
tions enhance the Sea 
Survival skills of  train-
ees and thus potentially 
increase the chances of  
safe escape from real-life 
disasters.

India setting direction for the 

world’s development: PM Modi
IANS

PANAJI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday 
said that India was among 
the few nations where 100 
per cent electricity cover-
age was achieved by elec-
trifying crores of  houses 
thus deciding the direc-
tion of  the world’s devel-
opment.

PM Modi inaugurated 
the 'India Energy Week 
2024' in South-Goa. Gov-
ernor of  Goa P.S. Sreed-
haran Pillai, Chief  Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant, Union 
Minister for Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, Hard-
eep Singh Puri and Union 
Minister of  State for Petro-
leum, Oil and Natural Gas, 
Rameswar Teli were pres-
ent on the occasion.

“Despite adverse global 
factors, India is among the 
few nations where petrol 

prices have come down 
and 100 per cent electric-
ity coverage was achieved 
by electrifying crores of  
houses. India is not only 
meeting its needs, but is 
also deciding the direc-
tion of  development of  the 
world,” Modi said.

India Energy Week 2024 
is India’s largest and only 
all-encompassing energy 
exhibition and conference, 
bringing together the 
entire energy value chain 
to catalyze India's energy 
transition goals.

“This event is taking 
place when India’s GDP 
rate crossed 7.5 per cent 
in the first six months of  
the financial year, which 
is higher than the global 
growth estimate making 
India the fastest growing 
economy in the world,” he 
said.

He also mentioned the 

International Monetary 
Fund’s (IMF) prediction 
of  similar growth trends 
in the future. “Economic 
experts around the world 
believe that India will 
soon become the 3rd larg-
est economy in the world,” 
PM Modi said.

He said that India is 
the world's third largest 
energy, oil and LPG con-
sumer. “India is the fourth 
largest LNG importer and 
refiner along with the 
fourth largest automobile 
market,” he added.

He also underlined 
rising demand of  EV in 
the country. He also talked 
about the estimates of  dou-
bling the nation’s energy 
demand by 2045.

The Prime Minister 
noted the rising produc-
tion of  domestic gas due to 
the government’s reforms 
and the country making 

efforts to take the percent-
age of  gas in the primary 
energy mix from 6 to 15 
per cent. “This will see an 
investment of  about 67 bil-
lion dollars in the next 5-6 
years,” he said.

PM Modi said the gov-
ernment's commitment is 
to transform rural econo-
mies through the Waste 
to Wealth Management 
model.

“We are working 
towards the installation of  
5,000 Compressed Biogas 
Plants in India,” he said.

Addressing global envi-
ronmental concerns, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said, “Despite being home 
to 17 per cent of  the world's 
population, India's Carbon 
Emission Share is only 4 
per cent,"

He also said that India’s 
goal is to achieve Net Zero 
Emissions by 2070.

Yogi govt to equip 'EV Upyog' 

portal with multiple features
IANS

LUCKNOW: The Yogi 
Adityanath government is 
focusing on the enhance-
ment of  the 'EV Upyog' 
portal.

The government intends 
to engage a software devel-
opment agency in order to 
get several attractive fea-
tures added to the portal, 
in line with its commit-
ment to promote the use 
and manufacturing of  
Electric Vehicles (EV) in 
Uttar Pradesh.

According to the govern-
ment spokesman, Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
wants the process of  host-
ing of  the EV Upyog portal 
on cloud server and inte-
grating it with the official 
website of  Invest UP.

Uttar Pradesh Develop-
ment Systems Corpora-
tion Limited (UPDSCL) 
has started the process of  
hiring a software develop-
ment agency for one year 
to carry out the upgrada-
tion of  the portal.

It is noteworthy that a 
cloud server is a pooled, 
centralized server resource 
that is hosted and delivered 
over a network -- typically 
the Internet -- and accessed 
on demand by multiple 
users.

Cloud server is much 
better than traditional 

dedicated server hardware 
because cloud servers can 
be located anywhere in the 
world and deliver services 
remotely through a cloud 
computing environment. 
In contrast, traditional 
dedicated server hard-
ware is typically set up on 
premises for exclusive use 
by one organization.

In some cases, however, 
cloud servers can also be 
configured as dedicated 
servers by a cloud provid-
er. The EV Upyog portal 
will boast various features, 
such as cloud storage, data-
base capabilities, network-
ing options, and specialized 
software.

Cloud servers prove to 
be better from a cybersecu-
rity point of  view, includ-
ing cost-effectiveness, 
scalability, integration, 
API convenience, and reli-
ability. This is the reason 
that Uttar Pradesh Devel-
opment Systems Corpora-
tion Ltd. has started the 
process to equip the EV 
Upyog portal with these 
facilities.

A detailed action plan 
has been prepared by 
UPDESCO to host the EV 
Upyog portal on a cloud 
server along with being 
integrated with the Invest 
UP website.

According to this, the 
software development 
agency will be entrusted 
with the task of  doing this 
for one year. This cloud 
server and integration 
process will be carried out 
by MeitY (Ministry of  Elec-
tronics and IT) Empaneled 
Service Provider. This 
cloud will be done through 
12 units with 4 cores, 32 GB 
RAM, 50 GB SSD, Window 
Server 2019, 1 static IP and 
1 TB bandwidth and techni-
cal support. The software 
development agency to 
be hired will develop and 
operate this infrastruc-
ture and complete techni-
cal processes along with 
taking care of  its mainte-
nance for one year.

Two women 
Maoists 
surrender in 
Odisha's Boudh

IANS

BHUBANESWAR: Two 
hardcore women Maoist 
cadres of  the banned CPI-
Maoist surrendered before 
police in Odisha's Boudh 
district on Tuesday, police 
said.

The surrendered mili-
tants were identified 
as Manisha Thati, 21, 
member of  8th company 
and Champa Koram alias 
Sajanti, 22, member of  
Mahanadi Area Commit-
tee of  Kalahandi-Kand-
hamal-Boudh-Nayagarh 
(KKBN) division of  the 
CPI-Maoist.

Both the surrendered 
Maoist cadres who hail 
from Chhattisgarh sur-
rendered before Inspector 
General of  Police, South-
ern Range, Jay Narayan 
Pankaj.

"Their task was to 
reactivate the North-
South corridor from 
Jharkhand to Chhattis-
garh through south-cen-
tral Odisha. They were 
working in the CPI-Mao-
ist organisation since 
2018 and were involved 
in several violent inci-
dents both in Chhattis-
garh and Odisha. They 
have surrendered to live 
a normal life," an official 
source said.

BJP begins shortlisting 
candidates for RS polls

Five BJP leaders in race for 
Speaker's post in Bihar

IANS

LUCKNOW:  The BJP is 
all set to shortlist candi-
dates for the upcoming 
biennial elections, due 
on February 27, keeping 
in mind the caste fac-
tors relevant in the Lok 
Sabha elections and also 
the organisational impor-
tance of  candidates.

The names will be short-
listed soon and then sent to 
the party’s central leader-
ship for final approval.

In Uttar Pradesh, 10 
Rajya Sabha seats are fall-
ing vacant in April and 
elections for these are being 
held this month.

Of the ten seats, the BJP 
holds nine and its retiring 
members include Anil Jain, 
Anil Agarwal, Ashok Bajpai, 
Kanta Kardam, Sakaldeep 
Rajbhar, GVL Narsimha 
Rao, Vijay Pal Singh Tomar, 
Sudhanshu Trivedi and Har-
nath Singh Yadav.

Sources said that the 
BJP was likely to field 
some fresh faces for the 
Upper House this time 
and also accommodate 
some veterans. Jaya Bach-
chan is the sole Samajwadi 
Party MP who will retire 
from the Upper House of  
Parliament.

Given its strength in 
the Assembly, the BJP-
led NDA is expected to 
win seven seats and the 
SP-RLD combine could win 

three seats.
The BJP will be backed 

by its three allies, the Apna 
Dal-S, Nishad Party and 
SBSP.

The BJP will also 
receive the support of  
Raja Bhaiya led Jansatta 
Dal (Loktantrik) which has 
been leaning in favour of  
the ruling party.

The SP-RLD combine 
will face the test of  soli-
darity from the Congress 
which has two MLAs in 
Uttar Pradesh. These three 
parties are also the key 
constituents of  the Oppo-
sition bloc INDIA.

This way, the strength 
of  the NDA in the Rajya 
Sabha from Uttar Pradesh 
is expected to go down 
from 25 to 23 seats, while 
the strength of  the Oppo-
sition bloc will go up from 
three to five.

At present, Uttar 
Pradesh has 31 MPs in the 
Rajya Sabha — 25 from the 
NDA, three from the SP, 
one each from BSP (Ramji 
Gautam) and RLD (Jayant 
Chaudhary), and one Inde-
pendent Kapil Sibal.

Both, BJP and SP, will 
try to make deft electoral 
moves while nominating 
candidates. Sources said 
there is a possibility of  the 
BJP accommodating its 
allies in the Rajya Sabha 
to cement support from 
their voter base for the Lok 
Sabha elections.

IANS

PATNA: After the for-
mation of  the NDA gov-
ernment in Bihar, JD(U) 
and BJP leaders have a 
challenge to remove the 
current Speaker, Awadh 
Bihari Chaudhary of  the 
RJD and select a new one.

As per the arrangement 
between the BJP and the 
JD(U) the post of  Speaker 
goes to the former. Sources 
aid that five BJP MLAs are 
in the race for this post and 
the final decision will be 
made by the central lead-
ership of  the party.

The first name in the 
race is Nand Kishore 
Yadav, who belongs to a 
backward caste commu-
nity and also held several 
ministry portfolios in the 
past. Yadav, who repre-
sents the Patna Sahib seat, 
is considered to be one of  
the most intellectual lead-
ers in BJP having good 
knowledge of  parliamen-
tary proceedings.

Nitish Mishra, the son 
of  former chief  minister 
Dr Jagannath Mishra is 
another MLA who is in 
the race. He also has a good 
knowledge of  parliamen-
tary proceedings. Mishra 
represents Jhanjharpur 
Assembly constituency in 
Madhubani district and 
belongs to Brahmin caste.

Sanjay Saraogi, the 
MLA of  Darbhanga, is 
another name which the 

BJP top leadership may 
discuss. He is an aggres-
sive leader and highly 
qualified. He has been 
winning elections for the 
last two decades. He comes 
from traders (Bania) com-
munity which is the core 
vote bank of  BJP.

Former deputy chief  
minister Renu Devi is also 
in the queue to become 
speaker. He comes from 
the extremely backward 
caste Nonia. BJP may pick 
her for the post of  speaker.

Janak Singh, the MLA 
from Taraya Assembly 
constituency represents 
the upper caste commu-
nity in Bihar. He also has 
good knowledge about par-
liamentary proceedings. 
BJP may pick him to woo 
Rajput caste in Bihar.

At present, Awadh 
Bihari Choudhary is 
the Speaker and has not 
resigned from the post yet. 
Hence, it will be for the 
first time in the history 
of  Bihar Assembly that a 
Speaker will be removed 
through no-confidence 
motion.

The vote of  trust of  
the NDA government is 
scheduled on February 12 
and the ruling party lead-
ers will first bring a no-
confidence motion against 
Awadh Bihari Choudhary 
and then select a new 
Speaker followed by the 
vote of  trust of  Nitish 
Kumar government.

Prosperous, flourishing K'taka has 
been PM's priority: Vijayendra

PM Modi inaugurates 
permanent campus of NIT Goa

IANS

PANAJI:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday, 
during his Goa visit, virtually 
inaugurated the permanent 
campus of  National Institute 
of  Technology (NIT).

He inaugurated the proj-
ect from Fatorda in South 
Goa, where thousands of  
people were present for his 
public meeting. Governor 
P.S. Sreedharan Pillai and 
Chief  Minister Pramod 
Sawant were present on the 
occasion.

NIT Goa started func-
tioning at its transit campus 
within the premises of  Goa 
Engineering College, Farma-
gudi, Ponda, Goa, in 2010. 
With the assistance from the 
Ministry of  Education, the 
institute gradually took full 
shape at Cuncolim, South 
Goa in 2023. For its perma-

nent campus, the Govern-
ment of  Goa transferred 
land admeasuring 4,56,767 
Sqm (113 acres) in the village 
of  Cuncolim in July 2017.

The campus has a total 
built-up area of  70,750 sqm, 
with construction cost of  Rs 
390.83 crore and can accom-
modate 1,260 students.

The campus has various 
facilities such as a tuto-
rial complex, departmental 
complex, seminar complex, 
administrative complex, 
hostels, health centre, staff  
quarters, amenity centre, 
and sports ground among 
other utilities.

The campus has many 
environment-friendly fea-
tures such as solar plant, 
sewage treatment plant, 
water saving fittings and fix-
tures in sanitaryware, effi-
cient electric lightings, and 
solar powered street lights.

IANS

BENGALURU: BJP Kar-
nataka unit President B.Y. 
Vijayendra on Tuesday 
said that a prosperous and 
flourishing Karnataka has 
been Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s priority.

“The Chief  Minister is 
frustrated as he is unable to 
implement promised guar-
antees. We are staring at 
bankruptcy due to his inept 
handling of  state finances. 
The Congress government 
has resorted to an unfair 
campaign against the Cen-
tral government under the 
false pretence of  pending tax 
dues,” Vijayendra said while 
reacting to the invitation of  
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
to join the ‘Chalo Delhi’ pro-
gramme in the national capi-
tal on February 7.

He said that providing 

false information and to 
divert peoples’ attention is 
another face of  the Chief  
Minister.

“BJP in Karnataka will 
soon expose the duplicity of  
Congress government with 
evidence,” he said.

He said that Congress 
which ruled the country 
for over 60 years has been 
following the policy of  dis-
crimination against Karna-
taka and had a step-mother-
ly attitude towards the state.

“When a prosperous and 
flourishing Karnataka has 
been Modi's priority, Con-
gress instead of  having a 
‘Chalo Delhi’ should have 
initiated "Chalo Halli" (go 
to villages) program to wipe 
the tears of  farmers who are 
in great distress due to the 
severe drought. We would 
have then joined the Congress 
programme as well,” he said.
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LG inaugurates Atomic 
North Private Ltd’s 
Complex in Kathua

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BILLAWAR: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Tuesday inaugurated the 
new office Complex of  the 
Atomic North Private Lim-
ited at Durang Village, Bil-
lawar, Kathua.

The Lt Governor con-
gratulated the IT Services 
Company, the youth and 
residents of  Billawar and 
adjoining areas on the 
momentous occasion. He 
commended the Atomic 
North for its commitment 
to creating large job oppor-
tunities and fostering tech-
nological innovation in the 
region.

 “Atomic North is a 
leading IT services com-
pany with offices in India, 
Canada, USA, United King-
dom and its expansion in 
rural J&K is a testimony 
of  government’s commit-
ment to revive the economy 
of  villages,” the Lt Gover-
nor said.

The Lt Governor suggest-
ed the Atomic North man-
agement to skill and reskill 
the youth of  Billawar and 
nearby areas and give them 
preference in recruitment 
so that the local talents can 
be utilised and this venture 
gives new impetus to rural 
transformation.

In 1st Phase, Atomic 
North will start BPO 
operation with 100 execu-
tives. More than 90% are 
local youth. In the next 
phase, the Company will 
build a data center, a Net-
work Operations Center 
and a Security Operations 
Center which will provide 
employment to 1500 youth 
and further drive economic 
growth.

The Lt Governor said 
the State-of-the-Art facil-
ity, equipped with cutting-
edge technology and inno-
vative facilities, is poised to 
give new momentum to the 
capacity building of  young 
talent pool of  Jammu 

Kashmir.
The initiative aligns with 

the vision of  J&K Admin-
istration to empower local 
communities and promoting 
sustainable growth in the 
IT-enabled services sector, 
he further added.

I am confident that 
Atomic North's venture 
will put customer ser-
vice at the heart of  the 
company, and reduce 
the physical distance in 
today's globalised world. 
It will inspire the other IT 
companies to set up their 
businesses in hinterland 
to create rural technology 
hubs in J&K, the Lt Gover-
nor said.

The Lt Governor also 
reiterated the resolve of  
the J&K Administration 
to facilitate the on-ground 
implementation of  indus-
trial investments in the UT.

He assured every sup-
port from the administra-
tion for the setting up of  
new ventures of  IT and 

IT-enabled services sector 
companies in the Union 
Territory.

Sh Sanjeev Sapolia, 
Managing Director, and 
Sh Arun Prakash CEO, 
Atomic North Private Lim-
ited, reaffirmed the com-
mitment of  Atomic North 
to supporting economic 
growth in rural areas and 
contributing to the overall 
development of  the region. 
They also expressed grati-
tude to the UT Adminis-
tration for the support and 
cooperation.

Col. Mahan Singh 
(Retd), DDC Chairman 
Kathua; Sh Anand Jain, 
ADGP Jammu; Sh Vikram-
jit Singh, Commissioner 
Secretary, Industries & 
Commerce Department; Sh 
Ramesh Kumar, Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu; Sh 
Rakesh Minhas, Deputy 
Commissioner Kathua and 
senior officers, prominent 
citizens and youth in large 
number were present.

Oxiwave

Kupwara Markets Get Dubai Touch
NUZHAT MASOOUDI

KUPWARA: In a remark-
able transformation, the 
markets of  North Kash-
mir’s Kupwara district 
have received a Dubai-
inspired facelift. The tra-
ditional bazaars, known 
for their unique blend of  
local culture and com-
merce have now got a touch 
of  modernity that echoes 
the opulence of  the Middle 
East.

The initiative, driven by 
local entrepreneurs and 
supported by people, aims 
to enhance the aesthetic 
appeal and infrastructure 
of  Kupwara's commercial 
hubs.

Bilal Ahmad, 43, a resi-
dent of  Tarathpora Kup-
wara said that “Oxiwave” 
is a Dubai based brand 
introduced in Kashmir, 
entirely owned, managed 
and operated by locals.

“Our goal is to become 
the first million dollar 
brand that originated 
from the remote regions 
of  Kashmir. We want to 
achieve this by harness-
ing technology and local 
talent, demonstrating that 
success can be achieved 
even operating from the 
most remote areas. Addi-
tionally, we aspire for the 
youth of  Kashmir by send-
ing a powerful message, 

you can operate and attain 
success from remote areas 
while making a significant 
impact with small invest-
ments,” Ahmad said.

Shahid Iqbal, a guid-
ing force behind Oxiwave, 
emphasized the distinc-
tiveness of  their products. 
Despite the quality dispar-
ity from local Kashmiri 
brands, the rates remain 
a testament to Oxiwave's 
commitment to accessi-
bility. Offering a gener-
ous discount, thermals, 
towels, and ladies' leggings 
are available at prices sig-
nificantly lower than their 
original market value.

Tahira, wife of  Shahid, 
proudly proclaimed the 
headquarters of  Oxiwave 
to be nestled in the scenic 
Tikkar Kupwara. With 
franchises adorning Hand-

wara main market, Bemina 
Srinagar, Ganjwara Jan-
glat Anantnag, and Baram-
ulla main market, Oxiwave 
stands as a beacon of  qual-
ity and variety.

The treasure trove of  
brands under Oxiwave's 
umbrella includes an 
array of  offerings—from 
bedroom sets to a diverse 
range of  comforters, blan-
kets, bed sheets, towels, 
and the unique touch of  
pillows crafted from duck 
and rabbit feathers. Not 
stopping there, Oxiwave is 
set to introduce Abayas of  
the Nukba brand, Kameez 
Shalwar for men, and 
exclusive marriage pack-
ages. They even extend 
their embrace to spiritual 
journeys with meticulous-
ly curated Hajj and Umrah 
packages.

Adding a touch of  gen-
erosity, Ishfaq Iqbal, the 
brother of  Shahid Iqbal, 
unveiled an Aawunique ini-
tiative. Anyone installing 
the Oxiwave application 
on their phone will receive 
a delightful reward—a 500 
rupees voucher, a gesture 
echoing Oxiwave's commit-
ment to its customers.

Beyond the realm of  
commerce, Oxiwave tran-
scends into a larger vision. 
As Ishfaq Iqbal aptly stated, 
Oxiwave is not just a brand; 
it is an innovation tailored 
for diverse individuals. 
The organization embod-
ies a spirit of  perseverance 
and serves as a platform 
for those aspiring to con-
tribute, especially from 
remote areas. Profits, while 
acknowledged, take a back-
seat to the broader mes-
sage—an inspiration for the 
youth to dream and achieve, 
no matter their origin.

In essence, Oxiwave 
unfolds as more than a 
business venture; it is a 
narrative of  ingenuity, 
inclusivity, and empower-
ment, echoing across the 
landscapes of  Kashmir and 
beyond.

As Kupwara's markets 
embrace a touch of  Dubai, 
the initiative serves as a 
testament to the power of  
blending tradition with 
modernity—(KNO)

Creative content creation can 
help in spreading road safety 
awareness: RTO Kashmir

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Regional Trans-
port Officer Kashmir Syed 
Shahnawaz Bukhari said 
that road safety is not a 
singular challenge but 
requires a collective and 
holistic approach involv-
ing various stakeholders.

During his visit to 
Sopore, he said that people 
should recognize the grav-
ity of  their responsibilities 
on the road.

“Until and unless indi-
viduals conscientiously 
adhere to preventive mea-
sures, road accidents will 
persist,” Bukhari said. 
"Everyone has to play 
a crucial role in ensur-
ing road safety through 
responsible behavior and 
compliance with traffic 
rules. Non-compliance 
with traffic norms leads to 
accidents.”

He said that a holistic 
and collective approach 
is imperative for tackling 
road safety challenges 
effectively. “We must 
involve all stakeholders, 
including politicians, edu-
cational institutions, jour-
nalists and the community 
at large to have significant 
results — reduce traffic 
accidents,” he added.

“Journalists have a cru-
cial role in promoting road 
safety. Through creative 
and emotional storytelling 
you can spread awareness 
and encourage everyone 
to follow road rules,” he 
added.

He said that they have 
made significant strides 
in digitizing services since 
September but some proce-
dures still require physical 
presence. “Our commit-
ment to a faceless approach 
is reflected in the fact that 
93% of our services, such as 
permit issuance and vehi-
cle transfers can be availed 
online,” said the RTO.

Bukhari also said that 
the recent accident in 
Boniyar resulting in the 
loss of  10 lives is tragic, 
insisting people should 
prioritize their safety over 
convenience.

“We encourage individu-
als, especially village Panchs 
and sarpanchs to report any 
violations or unsafe prac-
tices to the police or our 
department to avoid Boni-
yar like accident,” he said, 
adding that people need to 
adopt a culture of  volun-
tary compliance with traf-
fic rules for creating a safer 
road environment for every-
one—(KNO)

MVD organises 

Interactive session on 

Road Safety Management
GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Motor 
Vehicle Department 
(MVD) Anantnag  in col-
laboration with  Human 
Welfare Organisation 
(HWO) Bijbehara  and 
Zaiba Appa Educational 
Institute organised  aware-
ness cum interactive ses-
sion on Road Safety Man-
agement for persons with 
disability and students  
enrolled here to sensitize 
them about the importance 
of  obeying traffic rules and 
laws while being on roads.

Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer (ARTO) 
Anantnag, Dr Mohammad 
Zubair Lattoo was the 
chief  guest on the occa-
sion. DySP Traffic Rural 
Anantnag, Dr Moham-
mad Idrees was guest of  

honour.
Addressing the gather-

ing, ARTO Anantnag high-
lighted the importance of  
road safety management 
in the lives of  common 
people. He threw light on 
underlying causes of  road 
accidents and the need to 

follow the golden princi-
ples of  road safety.

In his Power Point pre-
sentation, ARTO Anant-
nag stated that during 
2023, 6298 accidents took 
place in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Out of  which 730 were 
fatal and 5568 accidents 
were non fatal. During 
the same period 893 per-
sons were killed and 8469 
were injured in road traffic 
crashes in India.

This is a disturbing sta-
tistic and calls for a serious 
intervention by policy-plan-
ners, media and civil society 
to create continued aware-
ness on road safety norms 
and regulations, he said.

He said that the purpose 
of  organizing  such pro-
grammes is  to disseminate 
a message of  saving life of  
their own and others while 

being on roads and to make 
them law-abiding citizens 
of  the society and to save 
precious lives of  the people 
which are being lost due to 
traffic accidents.

Later a painting com-
petition and Tricycle rally 
was also organised.

Hygiene, quality standards

FSD conducts 
inspections in Ganderbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In a con-
certed effort to safeguard 
public health, the Food 
Safety Department, under 
the vigilant supervision of  
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Gulzar 
Ahmad undertook com-
prehensive inspections of  
various food establishments 
across Ganderbal town.

The inspections carried 
out as part of  routine regu-
latory measures, involved a 
meticulous examination of  
food handling, storage, and 
preparation practices in res-
taurants, eateries, and other 
food-related establishments. 
The goal is to guarantee that 
residents and visitors alike 
can enjoy meals that meet 
the highest standards of  
safety and quality.

The Food Safety team, 
equipped with expertise 
and the latest monitoring 
tools, assessed the com-
pliance of  establishments 
with established hygiene 

protocols, including proper 
sanitation, safe food stor-
age, etc. The team also 
scrutinized the sourcing 
and quality of  ingredients 
used in food preparation.

ADC overseeing the 
inspections expressed the 
importance of  maintaining 
robust food safety measures. 
He emphasized that these 
inspections play a pivotal 
role in upholding the well-
being of  the community by 
ensuring that food establish-
ments meet or exceed the 
required standards.

The Food Safety Depart-
ment is committed to fos-
tering a culture of  aware-
ness and compliance 
within the food industry. 
Establishments found not 
meeting the stipulated 
standards will be required 
to implement corrective 
measures promptly.

The public is encour-
aged to remain vigilant and 
report any concerns regard-
ing food safety to the Food 
Safety Department.

Man arrested for allegedly murdering 
younger brother in Sopore

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Authorities on Tues-
day arrested a man for the 
alleged murder of his younger 
brother in Wadoora Payeen vil-
lage of Sopore in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district.

A police official said the 
arrest was made in connection 
with FIR No 02/2024 under Sec-
tion 307 IPC, pertaining to the 
killing of a person at Wadoora 
village. He said investigations 
into the incident are currently 
underway.

The incident happened on 
Monday when a scuffle between 
two brothers, Abid Rashid Bhat 
and his brother Touseef Rashid, 

sons of Abdul Rashid Bhat, 
resulted in Abid sustaining 
severe injuries. Subsequently, 
a case was registered at the 
Bomai Police Station, a senior 
police official said.

He said Abid was initially 
taken to SDH Sopore for medi-
cal treatment and was later 
referred to SKIMS for further 
care. Tragically, he succumbed 
to his injuries on Tuesday during 
treatment, the official said.

“The accused, identified 
as Touseef, the deceased's 
brother, has been taken into 
custody. Section 302 IPC has 
been applied in the case, and 
investigations remain ongoing,” 
the official added—(KNO)

Rajiv Omprakash Pande posted 
as DIG Central Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir government on 
posted senior IPS officer Rajiv 
Omprakash Pande as DIG 
cental Kashmir upon repatri-
ation to the Union Territory.

According to an order,  
Rajiv Omprakash Pande, 

IPS (AGMUT:2010), upon 
repatriation to the Union 
territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmi, is posted as DIG, 
Central Kashmir Range.

 The order stated that he 
was posted against an avail-
able vacancy, relieving Altaf  
Ahmad Khan of  the addi-
tional charge of  the post.

Turning Trash into Treasure

Hiller Block in Anantnag set to launch 

Door-to-Door Waste Collection
GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG:  Hiller Block 
takes a giant leap towards 
a cleaner environment 
with the initiation of  mass 
awareness regarding Door-
to-Door waste collection. 
Under a Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) model, 
an authorized agency has 
been entrusted to collect, 
segregate, and treat waste.

The innovative approach 
involves a robust mecha-
nism, including more than 
70 community compost pits 
and over 10 Segregation 
Sheds and Rural Plastic 
Waste management units 
strategically positioned for 

efficient waste management.
Compost pits play a cru-

cial role in proper compost-
ing, and at the individual 
level, additional pits have 
been constructed through 
MGNREGA.

Liquid waste manage-
ment facilities, kitchen 
gardens, and soak pits, 
constructed through SBM 

(G) and MGNREGA, com-
plement the waste man-
agement initiative. Deputy 
Commissioner Anantnag, 
S F Hamid has been active-
ly overseeing the progress, 
ensuring timely support 
and review.

Forward linkage is 
established with a network 
connecting compost pits 

and Segregation Sheds. 
Waste, once properly seg-
regated, will be directed to 
Compost units or Plastic 
Waste Management Cen-
ters for further processing. 
State-of-the-art machinery 
is in place to shred and bail 
plastic waste, contributing 
to both processing efficien-
cy and revenue generation.

To ensure complete satu-
ration of  the block, ongoing 
efforts include the addition 
of  compost pits, soakage pits, 
machinery, and vehicles. Spe-
cific user charges, approved 
through special Gram 
Sabhas, will be collected to 
sustain this environmentally 
conscious initiative.

CRC Srinagar organizes 
distribution Camp for beneficiaries

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Compos-
ite Regional Centre, (CRC), 
Department of  Empower-
ment of  Persons with Dis-
abilities, Ministry of  Social 
Justice & Empowerment 
(MSJ&E), Government of  
India, Bemina, Srinagar 
Tuesday conducted reha-
bilitation cum Distribution 
Camp under ADIP scheme 
of the Ministry of  Social Jus-
tice & Empowerment, Govt. 
of  India in collaboration with 
ALIMCO, Pradhan Mantri 
Divyasha Kendra (PMDK) at 
CRC campus Srinagar.

The Rehabilitation camp 
was attended by more than 
140 beneficiaries and their 
attendants and concerned 
Rehabilitation Professionals 
of  CRC Srinagar.

During the said rehabili-

tation camp, more than 230 
Assistive and Mobility Aids, 
and Appliances viz. JoyStick 
Wheel Chairs (05), Battery 
Operated Tricycles (24), 
Hearing Aids (200) etc. were 
distributed among the reg-
istered beneficiaries on the 
spot. The beneficiaries were 
oriented and trained to use 
the Mobility Aids and Assis-
tive Devices.

Awareness about Nirama-
ya Health Insurance Scheme, 
Disability Certification and 
UDID Card issuance, KIRAN 
Mental Health Helpline was 
also briefed to the participants.

After availing these Assis-
tive and Mobility devices, 
and preliminary training, the 
beneficiaries (PwDs) showed 
their pleasure for hassle-free 
rehabilitation services/distri-
bution being provided by this 
institution.

MCB launches cleanliness 
drive in vital streams

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: As part of  
comprehensive cleanliness 
and to ensure cleaner and 
healthier environment, 
the Municipal Council 
(MC) Bandipora Tuesday 
launched a significant sani-
tation campaign for clean-
ing the 'Jinder Koul' and 
other streams that traverse 
through Bandipora town.

This ongoing endeavor 
underscores the commit-
ment of  MC Bandipora to 
preserve the cleanliness 
and environmental integ-
rity of  these vital streams.

Executive Officer (EO) 
MC Bandipora, Ajaz Ahmad 
Khan said that the munici-
pal council has embarked 
on this initiative to address 
sanitation challenges 

and promote a culture of  
hygiene within the town.

EO emphasized the 
importance of  collabora-
tive efforts in achieving 
sustainable sanitation 
goals and urged the public 
to actively participate in 
the initiatives taken up by 
MC Bandipora.

He also urged the public to 
avail door to door collection 
services of  segregated waste 
by our hoppers and desist 
from polluting surroundings 
especially streams.


