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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Raj Bhawan Bids 
Farewell To Minga 
Sherpa

JAMMU:  Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha and the 
officers of  Raj Bhawan bid 
farewell to Minga Sherpa, 
who served as Additional 
Secretary at the Lt Gover-
nor's Secretariat.

The Lt Governor compli-
mented Minga Sherpa for 
his professional P-06

Jatin Kishore Assumes 
Charge As Dir Info

JAMMU: Jatin Kishore Tues-
day assumed the charge of  
Director Information.

After assuming charge, the 
Director held a brief  introduc-
tory meeting with the officers 
of  the department during 
which he stressed on the need 
for further strengthening the 
activities and core compe-
tence of  the department with 
the introduction of  modern 
and new media platforms for 
maximizing its reach. P-06

Chaired a meeting to review preparation for the upcoming 
4th Khelo India Winter Games to be held at Gulmarg from 
February 2. Directed the concerned departments to work 
together to create memorable experience for athletes and 
winter sports enthusiasts.

15th 
Year Of  Publication

'Honour To Have You Visit Us'

PM Modi Extends 
Warm Welcome To 
UAE Prez Al Nahyan

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDHINAGAR: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
who received UAE Presi-
dent Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan at the 
Ahmedabad airport 
on Tuesday, described 
the UAE leader as “my 
brother” and said it is an 
honour to have him in 
India.

“Welcome to India, my 

brother, HH @Mohamed-
BinZayed. It’s an honour 
to have you visit us,” 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said in a post on X.

He attached pictures 
which reflected the 
warm bond between the 
two leaders. The pictures 
showed two leaders hug-
ging each other and also 
holding each other’s hand 
at the airport. Another 
picture showed the two 

leaders talking after the 
guard of  honour to the 
visiting dignitary.

PM Modi and the UAE 
President later held a 
roadshow in Ahmedabad 
ahead of  the Vibrant 
Gujarat Global Summit. 
People in large numbers 
welcomed PM Modi and 
the UAE President in 
Ahmedabad.

The Prime Minister 
accorded a warm P-06

Dry Chillai-Kalan Casts Shadow On 
Kashmir’s Major Water Resources

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: The per-
sistent dry spell in 
Kashmir especially in 
the peak time of  Chillai- 
Kalan has cast shadow 
on Kashmir’s major 
water resources includ-
ing Jehlum and other 
streams while the water 
level in all the surface 
water sources has reg-
istered a significant dip.

Chief  Engineer, Jal 
Shakti Department 
Kashmir, Sanjeev Mal-
hotra said that the dry 
spell has already start-
ed impacting the water 
resources here. “In 
absence of  the timely 
snowfall and rainfall, the 
water level in all the sur-
face water sources here 
have reduced,” he said.

He added that the 
department has been 
ensuring adequate water 

supply to the people by 
resorting to the curtail-
ments, but certainly it 
is going to impact in the 
long run. “The snowfall 
in Chillai-Kalan is piv-
otal to have adequate 
water, but as this period 
is going on presently on 
a dry note, it will have a 
long term effect as well,” 
he said.

Furthermore, he 
stated that the snowfall 
during the peak time of  
Chilla-Kalan is impor-
tant as the P-06

'PROLONGED dry 
spell leads to water reduc-
tion in rivers'

'Our surface water sources 
not RECHARGED'

'No WEATHER activity 
till Jan 16'

Severe Dry Spell Sparks 
Concerns Over Fish Production

A
s  K a s h -
mir Valley 
is  g rap-
pling with 

a severe dry spell 
throughout the hard 
winter, the experts 
have raised concerns 
about its impact on 
fish production in the 
region.

They said the 
unusual absence of  
rain or snow is dis-
rupting the delicate 
balance of  water 

bodies, potentially 
jeopardising fish. 
However, the fisher-
ies department con-
tends that production 
has steadily increased 
over the past P-06“OUR SURFACE WATER SOURCES 

are not getting recharged in absence of the 
snowfall and rainfall, 

LG Reviews Preparations For 
Khelo India Winter Games

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
chaired a high-level meeting 
to review the preparations 
for 4th Khelo India Winter 
Games scheduled to begin 
on 2nd February at Gulmarg.

The Lt Governor was 
briefed by Sh Sarmad Hafeez, 
Secretary Youth Services and 
Sports, on the progress of  
preparatory works assigned 
to the concerned depart-

ments.
The Lt Governor directed 

the departments concerned 
to complete all works expedi-
tiously through time-bound 
action plans and ensure all 
the facilities meet the inter-
national standards.

The success of  previ-
ous editions of  Khelo India 
Winter Games has trans-
formed J&K UT into a 
winter sports hub. It must 
be ensured that this year too 
becomes a momentous P-06

Terror Conspiracy Case

NIA Files Chargesheet Against 

Pak National, Two LeT OGWs
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) on Tuesday 
said they have filed chargehseet 
against a Pak resident and two 
Over Ground Workers of  Lash-
kar-i-Toiba oufit in a terror con-
spiracy case.

In a handout, the NIA said 
that tightening its noose further 
around Pakistan-backed terror-
ist organisations operating in 
Jammu & Kashmir, the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) on 
charge-sheeted three more per-
sons, affiliated with an offshoot 

of  the banned Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), for conspiring to unleash 
violent terrorist attacks with 
sticky bombs, IEDs and small 

arms etc.
The spokesman further stated 

that the chargesheeted accused 
include a Pakistani P-06

3rd CS Conference

CS Sensitizes Adm Secys 
About New Targets Set By PM

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo Tuesday chaired 
a meeting of  all the Adminis-
trative Secretaries and other 
senior functionaries of  the 
administration to take stock 
of  the achievements made 
on different parameters and 

goals set during the first two 
National Conferences of Chief  
Secretaries besides setting the 
tone for smooth implementa-
tion of  new targets set in the 
3rd Conference.

The Chief  Secretary 
impressed upon all the 
Administrative heads to look 
into the progress P-06

Srinagar Records 
Minus 2.4°C

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: There was slight 
rise in night temperature on 
Tuesday as Srinagar recorded 
a low of  minus 2.4°C.

A meteorological department 
official said that the tempera-
ture was 0.5°C below normal for 
the summer capital of  J&K for 
this time of  the year.

He said the Srinagar saw min-
imum temperature of  minus 4.3 
°C on previous night.

Qazigund recorded a mini-
mum of  minus 2.6°C against 
minus 4.2°C on the previous 
night, he said. The minimum 
temperature was 0.5°C above 
normal for the gateway town of  
Kashmir, the MeT official said.

Pahalgam recorded a low 
of  minus 4.4°C against minus 
5.3°C on the previous night and 
it was 2.6°C above normal for the 
famous resort in south Kashmir.

Kokernag, also in south 
Kashmir, recorded a minimum 
of  minus 1.2°C against minus 
2.1°C on the previous night 
and the temperature was above 
normal by 2.8°C for the place, 
the official said. P-06

Snowless Winter In Kashmir 

Dampens Tourist Plans

MUBASHIR AALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: The snowless 
winter in Kashmir is turn-
ing the trip of  thousands of  
tourists into a spoiler, with 
many deferring their visit 
to upcoming months.

In an unusual turn of  
events, tourists flocking to 
Kashmir have found them-
selves missing the magical 
allure of  snow this winter.

The iconic snow-capped 
landscapes that usually 
define the winter charm of  
Kashmir have been notably 

absent, leaving visitors and 
locals alike in a state of  dis-
appointment.

As the region experi-
ences a prolonged dry 
winter, many tourists who 
had planned their trips for 
white Kashmir have now 
decided to reconsider or 
even postpone their travel 
plans.

“This year we are wit-
nessing a very unusual 
climate in Kashmir. Usu-
ally Kashmir would have 
experienced snowfall by 
now, but it is missing. It 

is a fact that tourists who 
have planned their trip to 
the valley with expectation 
to witness snowfall leave 
with disappointment,” said 
Rauf  Tramboo, President 
Travel Agents Association 
of  Kashmir.

Following dry weather, 
the usual flurry of  activity 
in popular tourist destina-
tions like Gulmarg, Pahal-
gam, and Sonamarg has 
been subdued, with visitors 
expressing a sense of  long-
ing for the snow-covered 
mountains P-06
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL 
SHAKTI (PHE) DIVISION BIJBEHARA

e-NITNo. 106 OF 2023-24 No: PHEB: 13790-801 Dated:-08.01.2024
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of Lt.Governor of UT  of J&K, Executive Engineer Jal Shakti( PHE) Division Bijbehara invites e-tenders from reputed and resourceful Bid-
ders/Firms/Companies/of all classes registered in JKPWD/CPWD/Railways or any other state Government for below mentioned works at various Water 
Supply schemes of PHE Division Bijbehara of Kashmir Province of UT of J&K, under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM).
The bidding process shall be  completed  online  on  www.jktenders.gov.inin  two  covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of General Terms and Conditions and 
Technical Specifications and Cover 2nd consisting of Financial Bid on overall percentage rate basis, in the prescribed BOQ.

Sr No Particulars of the work Tender fee (in Rs) Estimated cost Earnest money 
Deposit Bid Validity Time of Completion

of work(days)
1 2 3 4 5 6

1

P/L and Fitting of pipes, Construction of 02 No. 
Sluice chamber, construction of 5000 gallons RCC 
SR, Collection Sump at Bakerwal Check  for WSS 
Cheki-Dadoo under JJM

As per Annex-
ure-I to this bid 

document-

03% of the 
estimated cost 180 days

As per ANNEX-
URE-I to this bid 

document.

Position of funds: Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Division Bijbehara The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM).

Critical Dates:
I Publish Date 09.01.2024  09.00AM
ii Document Download/sale start Date 09.01.2024  09.00 AM
III Bid submission start date 09.01.2024  09.00 AM
IV Bid submission end date 15.01.2024  04.00 PM
V Date and time of Bid opening 15.01.2024  04.30 PM 

1. Bid documents can be accessed  and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in
2. The whole bidding process shall be completed online on tender portal www.jktenders.gov.in. The intending bidders can 

download the bid document from the tender portal and can submit their bids by uploading the month etender portal.
3. The valid bids received shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer PHE Division Bijbehara.. Bids must be 

accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 4 & 5 of the table and shall be payable at 
Srinagar.

a. The cost of tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e challan in favour of Executive Engineer Special Sub division 
Bijbehara

4. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape  of  TR/e-challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and other 
relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.

5. The bid shall remain valid for a period of 180 days from the last date of submission of bids. If any bidder withdraws his bid before 
the said period or makes any modifications in the terms  and  conditions  of  the  bid,  the same shall be  considered to be in 
violation of bid security declaration and shall be dealt with accordingly and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.

6. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.
7. Queries by email if any should be made at phebijbehara230@gmail.com

SCHEME WISE LIST OF WORKS

S.No Name of WSS Description of work Division Estimated 
cost (in Lacs)

Class of 
contract

Time for com-
pletion days

1 WSS Cheki Dadoo
P/L and Fitting of pipes, Construction of 02 No. Sluice 
chamber, construction of 5000 gallons RCC SR, Collection 
Sump at BakerwalCheck  for WSS Cheki-Dadoo under JJM

JSD Bijbe-
hara 13.37

BEE
CEE
DEE

90 days

 
DIPK-14987-23 Executive Engineer
DT: 09/01/2024 JSD PHE Division Bijbehara

Deputy Commissioner Pulwama 
chairs NCORD meeting

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: A crucial 
meeting of  the District 
Level Committee of  
Narcotics Coordination 
(NCORD) was convened 
Tuesday under the chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Pulwama, 
Dr Basharat Qayoom to 
formulate a comprehen-
sive action plan to tackle 
the issues of  drug abuse.

Addressing the gather-
ing, DC highlighted the 
gravity of  the situation, 
delving into topics such 
as the prevalence of  drug 
addiction, age groups 
affected, locations prone to 
drug peddling, and the cul-
tivation of  illicit substanc-
es. He urged all line depart-
ments, especially members 
of  NCORD, to intensify 
efforts in combating drug 
trafficking and to enhance 
coordination among vari-
ous Government bodies.

Dr Basharat emphasized 
the importance of  conduct-
ing extensive awareness 
campaigns in schools and 
colleges to educate the 
youth about the dangers 
and detrimental effects 
of  drug consumption. He 
called for a united front 
from all departments to 
break the supply chain, 
take strict action against 
those involved in drug 
trade, and implement a 
multi-faceted rehabilita-

tion, counseling, and guid-
ance policy.

Recognizing the pivotal 
role of  families, DC sought 
cooperation from parents 
and religious leaders in 
keeping youngsters away 
from drugs. He under-
scored the need for a col-
lective effort to address 
not only drug abuse but 
also the associated social 
issues and crimes.

Assuring unwavering 
support, DC pledged assis-
tance from the District 
Administration to save the 

youth from the adverse 
effects of  drugs.

During the meeting, offi-
cers provided updates on 
the current drug menace 
situation, offering sugges-
tions and proposing mea-
sures for rehabilitation of  
drug victims.

Enforcement measures, 
including FIRs, property 
attachments, and reducing 
areas under illicit crops, 
were reviewed as part of  
a comprehensive strategy. 
The chair was briefed on 
the lodging of  114 FIRs and 

the attachment of  6 proper-
ties in line with prior direc-
tives against the offenders.

Addit ional ly,  DC 
stressed the importance 
of  developing an annual 
plan to comprehensively 
address the challenges of  
drug abuse, encompassing 
coordinated enforcement 
actions, awareness cam-
paigns, rehabilitation ini-
tiatives, monitoring mech-
anisms and switching over 
to sustainable crops.

In a proactive move, the 
DC directed the social wel-
fare department to submit 
a proposal for a rehabili-
tation center for drug de-
addiction at the district 
headquarters in adherence 
to scheme guidelines. He 
further stressed on setting 
up rehabilitation centres 
across the District.

Furthermore, revenue 
authorities were instructed 
to issue notices against the 
cultivation of  illicit poppy 
and cannabis in the dis-
trict, signaling the admin-
istration's commitment to 
curbing the root causes of  
the drug problem.

The meeting served as 
a testament of  the ulti-
mate resolution of  District 
Administration in its deter-
mination to create a drug-
free environment, safe-
guarding the well-being of  
the community, and foster-
ing a brighter future for the 
youth.

Empowering Pulwama

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra 

uplifts Communities
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: The Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, con-
tinuing its inspiring jour-
ney, has become a trans-
formative force, extending 
its reach from Panchayats 
to the heart of  Pulwama's 
villages.

In a momentous stride, 
the Yatra recently graced 
six villages, igniting 
vibrant celebrations and 
fostering a profound sense 
of  community spirit. 
Information, Education, 
and Communication (IEC) 
vans crisscrossed these 
villages, delivering the 
visionary message of  the 
Hon'ble Prime Minister 
and the Yatra's mission, 
as residents wholeheart-
edly embraced the Sankalp 
pledge.

The cultural tapestry 
of  Pulwama came alive 
through captivating per-
formances by students 

and locals, echoing the 
essence of  the Yatra. Gov-
ernment departments 
actively engaged with the 
community, showcasing 
schemes and providing on-

the-spot services, creating 
avenues for exploration 
and empowerment.

A highlight of  the event 
was the "Meri Kahani 
Meri Zubani" segment, 

where benef iciaries 
shared heartfelt stories, 
vividly illustrating the 
tangible impact of  Gov-
ernment interventions. 
The Yatra has undeniably 
achieved its core objective 
ensuring the saturation 
of  Government schemes, 
reaching every individual 
in line.

Going beyond rhetoric, 
the Yatra has translated 
aspirations into reality, 
ensuring that the benefits 
of  Government schemes 
touch the life of  every citi-
zen. As it progresses, the 
Yatra solidifies its role 
as a catalyst for positive 
change, instilling hope and 
progress throughout Dis-
trict Pulwama.

The Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra stands not merely 
as a journey of  promises 
but as a transformative 
force, empowering prog-
ress in the very heart of  
Pulwama.

DC Ganderbal inaugurates 
playground in Surfraw

DC B'pora holds 
interactive meeting 
with District Officers

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandi-
pora, Shakeel Ul Rehman 
Rather, Wednesday con-
vened an introductory 
meeting with all district, 
sectoral officers at Confer-
ence Hall of  Mini Secre-
tariat, Bandipora.

On the occasion, the DC, 
while chairing the maiden 
meeting after assuming 
the charge of  Deputy Com-
missioner, enjoined upon 
all officers to work with 
utmost dedication and 
commitment and ensure 
speedy execution of  works 
for holistic development of  
the district and adoption 
of  proactive approach in 
public service delivery.

He further called upon 
all to be responsive and 
accessible to people at all 
times and nurture quick 
decision-making abilities in 

resolving public grievances.
He called for maintain-

ing close coordination 
among departments for 
holistic and planned devel-
opment of  the district.

While interacting with 
District/ Sectoral officers, DC 
asked for adopting a people 
friendly approach and main-
taining accountability and 
transparency in the working 
of  all Government offices.

The DC also took exten-
sive details of  working and 
priority areas/projects 
of  all departments and 
emphasized on timely com-
pletion of  all targets and 
directed to have separate 
department-wise reviews 
in due course of  time.

He also directed the offi-
cers to have focused atten-
tion on all flagship schemes 
and projects of  the govern-
ment, including HADP, Ring 
Road, PMAY, MGNREGA, 
BADP, ABDP, ADP etc.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In a 
momentous event Tuesday, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Ganderbal, Shyam-
bir, inaugurated the newly 
constructed playground at 
Baghi Surfraw.

The inauguration 
ceremony witnessed 
the presence of  distin-
guished guests, includ-
ing DDC member Gund, 
Norani Ahmad Jara, BDC 
member Gund, Rafeeq 
Ahmad Poswal, Sarpanch 
Ghulam Qadir Khatana, 
DYSSO Ganderbal, Tehsil-
dar Gund, SDPO Kangan, 
and SHO Gund.

Addressing the gather-
ing during an impressive 
function, the DC dedicated 
the playground to the local 
community, emphasizing 
the crucial role sports play 
in the holistic development 
of  the youth.

He urged the local youth 
to actively utilize the newly 
established facility, high-

lighting that engagement 
in sports can serve as a 
deterrent to social issues, 
particularly the menace of  
drug abuse.

In his interaction with 
the PRIs, the DC com-
mended them for their 
pivotal role and unwaver-
ing support in the devel-
opment of  all corners 
of  the district. He also 
expressed gratitude to all 
the stakeholders involved 
in the successful comple-
tion of  this project.

The inauguration of  the 
playground has brought 
immense joy to the youth 
who hailed the efforts of  
the district administra-
tion of  Ganderbal for their 
commitment to fostering 
recreational spaces for the 
community.

This initiative aligns 
with the broader vision 
of  promoting sports and 
physical well-being, fos-
tering a healthy lifestyle 
among the residents of  
Ganderbal.

ADDC B'la review preparedness 
for R-Day celebrations

DC Bandipora reviews 

status of HADP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: In order 
to accelerate the imple-
mentation of  the Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP) and 
ensure its success in Ban-
dipora district, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandi-
pora, Shakeel Ur Rehman 
Rather, Wednesday chaired 
a meeting with the con-
cerned officers.

At the outset, the DC 
took stock of  the progress 
made under the HADP 
since its launch in the 
district and reviewed the 
status of  various interven-
tions such as seed distri-
bution, soil health testing, 
irrigation infrastructure 
development, micro-irriga-
tion projects, farm mecha-
nization, farmer training 
programs, and market 
linkages.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on overcoming chal-
lenges faced in implement-
ing the program, particu-
larly in remote areas. The 
DC directed concerned 
departments to work in 
close coordination with 
PRIs and farmer groups to 

ensure proper planning, 
execution, and monitoring 
of  HADP activities.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of  empowering 
farmers, Rather called for 
increased focus on capac-
ity building programs and 
providing timely access 
to inputs and technology. 
He stressed the need for 
adopting innovative prac-
tices and promoting diver-
sification in agriculture to 
enhance productivity and 
income for farmers.

The DC set clear time-
lines for achieving specific 
targets under the HADP 
program and directed 
officials to submit regu-
lar progress reports. He 
assured all possible sup-
port from the district 
administration to ensure 
the successful implementa-
tion of  the program.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the officials from the 
Agriculture Department, 
Horticulture Department, 
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment, Sheep Husbandry 
Department, Fisheries 
Department, Rural Develop-
ment Department, Panchay-
at Raj Institutions (PRIs) 
and farmer representatives.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Addi-
tional District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC) 
Baramulla, Aijaz Abdullah 
Saraf  Tuesday chaired a 
meeting with the Adminis-
trative and Police officers 
of  the district to review the 
preparedness for upcoming 
Republic Day celebration 
across Baramulla.

During the meeting, 
the ADDC took in depth 
appraisal of  the campaigns 
and events planned by the 
District Administration in 
the run-up to the grand cel-
ebration on 26th January.

The meeting was 
informed that the main 
function of  the day will 
be held at District Police 
Lines Baramulla, where 
the chief  guest will unfurl 
the National Flag fol-
lowed by inspection of  
parade. The chair was also 
apprised that full dress 
rehearsal for the event 
would be conducted on 
24th of  January.

It was given out that 
march-past will be present-
ed by contingents of  JKP, 
CRPF, Fire and Emergen-
cy and other bands which 
would be followed by a col-
orful cultural programme 
by students.

The meeting further 
held thorough discussion 
regarding the necessary 

arrangements including 
security, seating, transpor-
tation, parking, electric-
ity, heating, refreshments, 
medical services, ambu-
lance availability, fire 
department deployment, 
and sanitation measures.

The ADDC directed 
the officers from the con-
cerned departments to 
ensure proper arrange-
ments related to secu-
rity, sanitation, seating 
arrangements, barricad-
ing, water supply, power 
supply, issuance of  invita-
tion cards and illumination 
of  important buildings etc 
on the Republic Day eve.

Additionally, Aijaz 
Abdullah stressed on the 
importance of  close coor-
dination among all depart-
ments for the seamless and 
successful conduct of  the 
event and instructed the 
concerned officers to desig-
nate nodal officers to super-
vise the preparations.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Baramulla, 
Dr Zahoor Ahmad Raina; 
Superintendent of  Police 
Baramulla, Divya D; Assis-
tant Commissioner Rev-
enue, Peerzada Mumtaz 
Ahmad; Assistant Commis-
sioner Development, Shabir 
Ahmad Hakak; Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate Pattan, 
Syed Faheem  besides other 
officers of  Police, CRPF 
were present in the meeting.

SMC extends VBSY to Khankah 
e Moula,  Maharaj Gunj areas

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) Tuesday expanded 
the reach of  Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) 
to Khankah e Moula and 
Maharaj Gunj.

This expansion was 
marked by the welcoming 
of  the Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication 
(IEC) Van by Mudasir Hus-
sain Banday Chief  Trans-
port Officer SMC.

The VBSY events encom-
pass activities at Gandhi 
Memorial College and 
Marriage Hall Rajori Kadal, 
representing a significant 

milestone in the Corpora-
tion's efforts to engage with 
the general public within its 
jurisdiction.

Throughout the VBSY 
events, representatives 
from designated depart-
ments actively participat-
ed, utilizing the platform to 
elucidate the core objectives 
and procedural intricacies 
of  their respective schemes.

The primary goal of  
this concerted effort is to 
bridge information gaps 
and ensure that citizens 
are well-informed about 
the multitude of  benefits 
and assistance programs 
made available to them by 
the Government of  India.

Dir Agri inaugurates 2 Hi-tech 
Polyhouses in Chadoora

GMK NEWS  NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, 
Chowdhary Mohammad 
Iqbal Tuesday inaugurat-
ed two hi-tech polyhouses 
at Buchroo and Panzan 
in Chadoora Budgam, 
under Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme 
(HADP).

Expressing his views on 
the occasion, Director Agri-
culture marked the impor-
tance of  hi-tech polyhouse 
technology. He said this 
technology has transformed 
the agriculture scenario in 
the region. He said the poly-
houses provided to the farm-
ers by the department are 
becoming success stories.

Director Agriculture 
said that the good results 
coming out of  these hi-tech 
poly houses help us attract 
young educated farmers 
towards this technology. 
He said that the depart-
ment has established poly-
houses in all the districts 
of  Kashmir division.

Iqbal said that the most 

important characteristic 
of  polyhouse technol-
ogy is enabling round-the-
year vegetable production 
which is making it popular 
among the farming com-
munity, agri-entrepre-
neurs of  the region. Under 
HADP special attention 
has been given to boost this 
technology, he added.

Director Ag ricul-
ture also underlined the 
importance of  integrated 
farming and asked the 
farmers to diversify their 
agricultural activities. He 
asked the farmers that the 
department would provide 
all the technical guidance 
to the farmers in compre-
hensively performing their 
agriculture operations.

Later, the Director 
chaired a meeting of  offi-
cers at Agriculture Com-
plex Lalmandi Srinagar 
and reviewed the progress 
under (HADP). He asked 
the officers to ensure that 
all the set targets under dif-
ferent projects of  (HADP) 
are achieved in a stipulated 
time frame. 
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 No:-ESTT/ZEOK/023/4626        Dated:-08/01/2024
PUBLIC NOTICE

1. Whrereas,  this office is in receipt of a representation putforth by Lone Tarique Ahmed Teacher UPS Bungam, 
Zone Kupwara for correction in his name and parentage in Ret Engagement and confirmation orders.

2. Whereas, after proper scrutiny of the documents it has been established that actual name of the teacher as 
per school certificates stands as LONE TARIQUE AHMED S/o: LONE ALI MOAHMMED  instead of LONE TARIQ 
AHMAD S/o: LONE ALI MOHD.

3. Whereas, through the medium of this notice this office is inviting objections from General Public regarding 
the correction in name & parentage of the teacher in question within a period of seven days from the date of 
issuance of this notice.

4. Whereas, after the expiry of the Cut off Date no claim or objection whatsoever shall be entertained.
S/d

DIPK-14943-23� �Zonal�Education�Officer�
DT:�09/01/2024� Kupwara

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of the Zonal Education Officer Kupwara

JAMMU & KASHMIR POWER DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER GENERATION 

DIVISION LJHP GANTAMULLA BARAMULLA 
Email: xeneljhp@gmail.com

EXTENSION NOTICE No. 02
Due to poor response to this office E-NIT No. 24 of 2023-24 dated 08-12-2023 issued vide this office No. GD/LJHP/1696-
1702 dated: 08-12-2023 for Complete Refilling Of CO2 Fire Extinguisher Bank and Portable Cylinders in Power House 
(Complete Job) (ID: 2023_SPDC_239520_1), the critical dates are rescheduled as under:

S.No Activity Date already tendered Dates as per new 
schedule

1. Date of Issue of tender notice 08.12.2023 08.12.2023
2. Bid document download start date 08.12.2023 to 08.01.2024 08.12.2023 to 20.01.2024
3. Bid uploading start date 23.11.2023 23.11.2023
4. Bid uploading last date 08.01.2024 20.01.2024

5. Last date for receipt of hard copies of techno 
commercial (RFQ ) (one original plus one copy) 09.01.2024 22.01.2024

6. Opening of techno commercial bids(RFQ) 10.01.2024 23.01.2024

All the terms and conditions shall remain the same.
NO: GD/LJHP/2205-10  EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
DATED: - 09.01.2024  Generation Division LJHP, 
 Gantamulla Baramulla

Jammu & Kashmir Power Development Corporation 
OFFICE OF THE 

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER GENERATION DIVISION LJHP GANTAMULLA BARAMULLA 
          Email: xeneljhp@gmail.com 

     ________      

    EXTENSION NOTICE No. 02 
 
       Due to poor response to this office E-NIT No. 24 of 2023-24 dated 08-12-2023 
issued vide this office No. GD/LJHP/1696-1702 dated: 08-12-2023 for Complete 
Refilling Of CO2 Fire Extinguisher Bank and Portable Cylinders in Power 
House (Complete Job) (ID: 2023_SPDC_239520_1), the critical dates are re-
scheduled as under: 

S.No Activity Date already tendered Dates as per new 
schedule 

1. Date of Issue of tender notice 08.12.2023 08.12.2023 
2. Bid document download start date 08.12.2023 to 08.01.2024 08.12.2023 to 20.01.2024 
3. Bid uploading start date  23.11.2023 23.11.2023 
4. Bid uploading last date 08.01.2024 20.01.2024 
5. Last date for receipt of hard copies 

of techno commercial (RFQ ) 
(one original plus one copy) 

09.01.2024 22.01.2024 

6. Opening of techno commercial 
bids(RFQ) 

10.01.2024 23.01.2024 

 All the terms and conditions shall remain the same. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
Generation Division LJHP, 

Gantamulla Baramulla 
NO: GD/LJHP/2205-10 
DATED: -      09.01.2024  
Copy to the: - 

1. Managing Director JKPDC for information. 
2. Chief Engineer Generation Wing PDC Bemina Srinagar for information. 
3. Superintending Engineer Generation Circle-I PDC Baramulla for Information.  
4. Chief Pay & Accounts officer PDC unit Baramulla for information.  
5. Deputy Director Information J&K Srinagar for information. The Extension notice 

may be got published in two local dailies news papers English/Urdu. 
6. In charge IT, J&KPDC, Srinagar for information. He is requested to kindly  

get the Notice uploaded on the website of J&KPDC. 

DIPK-NB-5171-23
DT: 09/01/2024

Winter snowfall crucial 
for Kashmir’s agricultural 
prosperity, say experts

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Snowfall in 
the winter season is indis-
pensable for the Kashmir 
region as it plays a vital 
role in irrigating agri-
culture and horticulture 
crops, according to experts.

 Renowned glaciologist, 
climate change researcher, 
and earth scientist, Profes-
sor Shakil A Romshoo, said 
winter snowfall provides 
essential water for crops 
and contributes signifi-
cantly to the region's water 
security when it melts 
during spring and summer.

“Our research find-
ings have confirmed a 
strong positive correlation 
between the North Atlan-
tic Oscillation (NAO) and 
winter precipitation in the 
Kashmir region. In months 
where the NAO index is 
greater than 1 (positive), 
the subtropical jet is signif-
icantly more intense than 
in months where the NAO 
index is less than 1 (nega-
tive). Positive NAO leads 
to more active western dis-
turbances (WDs) that bring 
the majority of  winter pre-
cipitation to the Kashmir 
region", he explained.

“However, we had a neg-
ative NAO during Decem-
ber 2023 and a strongly neg-
ative NAO is predicted for 

January 2024, which could 
easily be one of  the top four 
most negative NAOs of  the 
past 25 years, leading to 
very low snowfall during 
December and January 
months this winter,” he 
added.

Romshoo expressed 
concern about potential 
water shortages during the 
summer due to less-than-
normal snowfall, impact-
ing the water-intensive 
paddy culture in Kashmir. 
While it is too early to 
predict snowfall/rainfall 
for February, March, and 
April, which are typically 
wet months, he remains 
hopeful for sufficient 
precipitation during this 
period.

Dr Suhaib A Bandh, 
Assistant Professor of  
Environmental Science 
at S P College Srinagar, 
highlighted that prolonged 
dry weather adversely 
affects orchards and fruit 
crops in Kashmir, posing 
substantial challenges to 
agricultural productivity. 
“Dry spells disrupt natural 
irrigation patterns, reduce 
water availability for crops, 
and create conditions 
favourable for pests and 
diseases, impacting fruit 
trees' growth and develop-
ment,” he said.

Dr Bandh said there is 
a need for strategic water 
management practices, 
drought-resistant crop 
varieties, and adaptive 

agricultural techniques 
to mitigate the impact of  
prolonged dry weather on 
Kashmir's vital fruit crops.

Dr Tariq Rasool, a 
senior scientist at SKAUST, 
acknowledged the uncer-
tainty in predicting the 
impact of  the current 
period on next year's farm-
ing. While there may be 
enough precipitation in the 
remaining winter days, a 
prolonged dry winter could 
potentially lead to fruit 
quality issues next year, 
he said.

"If  the whole winter 
turns dry, there are likely 
chances of  fruit quality 
issues next year depending 
on various other factors,” 
Dr Tariq added—(KNO)

3rd District-Level Bankers' meet 

held in Anantnag
GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In a signifi-
cant step towards fostering 
economic development and 
financial inclusion, the 3rd 
district-level bankers' meet 
was successfully held at 
Dak Bungalow Khanabal 
under the able chairman-
ship of   Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Anantnag, SF. 
Hamid.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC emphasized the 
pivotal role that banks play 
as crucial institutions for 
the economic development 
of  society. He highlighted 
the importance of  synergy 
between the banking sector 
and the local community to 
facilitate financial growth 
and inclusion.

Strategies to enhance 
financial services acces-
sibility for the underprivi-
leged sections of  society 
were deliberated upon. 
The goal is to ensure that 
banking facilities reach 
every corner of  the district, 
contributing to overall eco-

nomic growth, he added.
Recognizing the role of  

small and medium enter-
prises in economic develop-
ment, discussions centered 
on providing financial sup-
port and tailored solutions 
to entrepreneurs and small 
business owners.

Acknowledging the 
changing landscape of  
banking, the meeting 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  embracing digital 
technologies to enhance 
efficiency and accessibility 
of  banking services.

The DC urged banks to 

develop and implement 
credit outreach programs 
to support local businesses 
and individuals, thereby 
stimulating economic 
activities in the region.

He expressed gratitude 
to all participating banks 
and stakeholders for their 
commitment to the cause 
of  economic development. 
He encouraged ongoing 
collaboration and urged 
banks to actively engage 
with the local community 
to address their financial 
needs.

The 3rd district-level 
bankers' meet serves as a 
testament to the collective 
effort towards building a 
robust and inclusive finan-
cial ecosystem in Anantnag 
district.

Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by JD 
Planning, M Ashraf; DDM 
NABARD, Rouf  Zargar; 
LDM Anantnag, Omar 
Moharkan and represen-
tatives from various line 
departments and financial 
institutions.

Comm SMC chairs Introductory 
Meeting with Municipal Officers

Ganderbal’s Baba Dariya Din 
villagers rue lack of basic facilities
Locals urge authorities to address their issue on priority

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Commis-
sioner, Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC) Dr 
Owais Ahmed Tuesday 
presided over an intro-
ductory meeting with all 
Municipal Officers to ini-
tiate discussions on forth-
coming strategies and ini-
tiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing the city's development 
and ease of  living.

During the course of  
meeting, Commissioner 
was briefed about each 
vital functions of  SMC viz. 
Urban Planning, Enforce-
ment, building permis-
sions, Anti encroachment, 
Civil/ Mechanical/ Drain-
age works, Public Health, 
Sanitation, Solid Waste 
Management, Veterinary 
functions, Finance, Pur-
chase and procurement, 
Estates, Birth and Death 
Registration etc.

Commissioner passed 
on directions to ensure 
time bound duties in a 

transparent manner and 
provide hassle free ser-
vices to the citizens.

On building permis-
sion, Commissioner SMC 
directed concerned wing to 
facilitate building permis-
sion smoothly and issue 
permissions  in a stipulat-
ed time so that all the citi-
zens applying for building 
permissions shall abide by 
law and proceed for obtain-
ing Building permissions 
under law.

Similarly on Sanita-
tion, the chair directed 
officials to improve and 
upgrade overall Sanitation 
in Srinagar city and go for 
repairing of  street lights 
whereever required.

Moreover, to curb the 
encroachment activities 
and unauthorized con-
structions, the concerned 
wing were directed to 
remain vigilant and act 
under law.

Meeting was attended 
by all the Senior Officers 
of  the corporation.

RAJA SYED RATHER

GANDERBAL:  Inhabit-
ants of  Baba Dariya Din in 
Ganderbal district Monday 
complained about lack of  
development in their vil-
lage, causing them incon-
venience.

The villagers alleged that 
they had been neglected by 
the successive regimes and 
the remote area had lagged 
much behind on the devel-
opment front.

They said the village 
lacked basic facilities like 
electricity, mobile connec-
tivity and potable water 
supply.

“In the modern era, 
when smartphones are 
easily available to all, 
basic amenities like pota-
ble drinking water, streets, 
roads, medical, transpor-
tation, electricity and net-
work connectivity are a 
distant dream to us,” Bilal 
Ahmad a local said.

He said that the govern-
ment has failed to address the 
problems of common masses 
forcing many families to shift 
to other locations.

Mushtaq Ahmad, anoth-
er local, said that there 
are many problems in the 
village, but the crisis of  
drinking water has been 
unresolved for decades.

They requested the con-
cerned authorities to look 
into the matter at the earli-
est and provide basic facili-
ties to the area so that they 
too could avail benefits of  
development.

DDC Ganderbal C Molvi 
Mohd Yousuf  admitted the 
village is without some 
basic facilities and said 
that issues were highlight-
ed by him recently during 
the visit of  top government 
officials there. "I hope that 
the problems of  these basic 
facilities of  the village will 
be solved very soon," he 
said—(KNO)

National Taekwondo Championship

Athletes from border sector 
Keran win bronze, silver

Devastating blaze destroys 13 
residential houses in Khanabal

TASADUQ HUSSAIN

KUPWARA: In a remark-
able accomplishment for 
the border sector, two ath-
letes from Keran partici-
pated in the 6th National 
Taekwondo Champion-
ship in Odisha, securing 
Bronze and Silver medals. 
This marks the first such 
achievement from their 
region.

The J&K Taekwondo 
team emerged victori-
ous, clinching a total of  19 
medals at the champion-
ship. The team showcased 
exceptional skill and deter-
mination by winning 9 gold, 
6 silver and 4 bronze medals.

Arslan and Aliya Azmat, 
natives of  the border area 
in the Keran sector, located 
in the north of  Kashmir's 
Kupwara district at an 
altitude of  8000 ft, brought 
home the bronze and silver 
medals, respectively. They 
were the first representa-
tives from their area to 
participate in a national 
event outside the Union 
Territory.

Aliya shared her experi-
ence, saying she competed 
against participants from 
Chandigarh and Delhi 
and won the silver at the 
national games.

Despite facing defeat 
in the third fight round 
against Nagaland, Aliya 
expressed satisfaction 
with her performance. She 
thanked her parents and 
coach for their unwaver-
ing support and empha-
sised her determination 
to elevate the names of  
the valley in general and 
Keran sector in particular 
in the field of  sports.

Mohammad Arsalan, 
who secured the bronze 
at the national champi-
onship, told KNO that he 
faced competitors from 
Chandigarh and Maha-
rashtra in the first two 
rounds. Expressing joy 
and pride, Arsalan said it 
was his first national game 
and he managed to secure 
the bronze.

Both athletes expressed 
their aspirations to reach 
new heights in Taekwondo 
in the future.

Meanwhile, the locals 
in Keran celebrated the 
achievements of  these ath-
letes. They said there is a 
need to promote a sports 
culture in the region to 
provide more opportuni-
ties for youth. Such accom-
plishments will encourage 
more youth to engage in 
sports, they said—(KNO)

AGENCIES

ANANTNAG: More than 
a dozen structures were 
gutted in a massive fire 
that broke out in Boat 
Colony area of  Khanabal 
in South Kashmir's Anant-
nag district late last night, 
officials said on Tuesday.

An official said that the 
fire broke out last night at 
around 03:00 AM from one 
of  the structures, which 
later spread to others, 
causing damage to the 
houses belonging to 13 
families.

He said that soon after 
the incident, the fire ten-
ders reached the spot to 
douse off  the flames, how-
ever, by then, the houses 
had suffered extensive 
damage.

The official said that 
there was no loss of  life 
reported in the incident.

According to locals, the 

damaged houses belong 
to Javid Ahmed Shaksaz, 
Abdul Gaffar Shaksaz, 
Mukhtar Ahmed Guroo, 
Baby Jan, Mohammed 
Ashraf  Pushoo, Nisar 
Ahmed Guroo, Reyaz 
Ahmed Guroo, Muzaffar 
Ahmed, Mushtaq Ahmed 
Handoo, Mohammed Rafiq 
Shah, Mohammed Ashraf  
Wani, Sajad Ahmed Wani 
and Abdul Gani Wani,.

Meanwhile, locals urged 
the government to provide 
compensation to the affect-
ed families.

“In this harsh winter, 
the government should 
compensate the families 
and relocate them to safer 
places," they said.

Meanwhile, Deputy Com-
missioner of  Anantnag, 
Syed Fakhruddin Hamid 
visited the spot on and 
assured the families of  full 
support from the district 
administration—(KNO) 

MD, NHM visits Kupwara, chairs Mega Public Darbar
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA:  Mission Direc-
tor to the Government, 
National Health Mission 
(NHM) J&K, Nazim Zai 
Khan Tuesday visited Kup-
wara and chaired a Mega 
Public Darbar at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School Kralpora and took 
stock of  Public grievances, 
developmental activities 
and other issues.

Vice Chairman, District 
Development Council Kup-
wara, Haji Farooq Ahmad 
Mir; Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan; 
ADC Kupwara, Gh.Nabi 
Bhat; District officers, PRIs, 
besides other representa-
tives and a large number of  
People of  the area attended 
the Mega Public-Outreach 
programme.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  the Public Darbar, 
MD NHM said that public 
out-reach programs act 
as a  bridge between the 
administration and the 
people, where  highest level 
government functionaries  

connect with people and 
redress their grievances.

The Mission Director 
said that “I am encouraged 
to see the youth in Kupwara 
district turning to entre-
preneurship which is an 
important untapped source 
of  economic growth. Entre-
preneurs are becoming job 
providers rather than job 
seekers.

He said that Kupwara 
district is famous for 
walnut and honey produc-
tion and there is  a great 
scope in Sheep farming, 
dairy farming and Trout 
fish farming due to the 
conducive geographical 
location of  the district.

He emphasized that 
unemployed youth of  the 
district should take ben-
efit of  different schemes of  
the government and turn 
towards these sectors and 
generate dignified employ-
ment avenues.

Deputy Commissioner 
said that “demands of  the 
Public are aspirational as 
people want better than 
the best day by day. It is 

better to prioritize the 
demands. Given the limited 
resources and capacity we 
will make every effort to 
redress the genuine issues 
and demands.”

She congratulated offi-
cers of  district admin-
istration for successful 
conduct of  VBSY in which 
all 385 Panchayats and 39 
Municipal wards  were cov-
ered and several schemes 
were saturated. The DC 
expressed her gratitude 
to people of  the district 
for their active participa-
tion and cooperation. She 
further said that service 
delivery in the district 
has improved and there is 
development in all sectors.

While replying to the 
demands raised by the 
public, DC announced at 
the occasion that Opera-
tion theatre of  Sub District 
Hospital Kralpora will be 
operationalized under the 
Aspirational District Plan 
within two months and 
directed CMO Kupwara to 
meet the deadline.

DC said that for the 

augmentation and infra-
structure development 
of  the power sector in the 
district, RDSS is underway 
which will help to improve 
the power scenario in the 
district to a great extent.

Vice Chairman, District 
Development Council Kup-
wara, Haji Faroq Mir  also  
spoke on the occasion and 
said that all schemes are 
being implemented in the 
district satisfactorily with 
utmost dedication.

VC demanded ATM in 
Kralpora town and devel-
opment of  infrastructure 
of  Government higher sec-
ondary school Kralpora.

During the event, under 
Meri Kahani-Meri Zubani 
theme, various success sto-
ries pertaining to the golden 
card, HADP of  the Sheep 
Husbandry Department, 
accidental insurance of  
PM social security Scheme 
and Honey production were 
shared by beneficiaries. 
They urged youth to come 
forward and earn a dignified 
livelihood for them through 
welfare schemes.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Beyond Engineering 
And MBBS

H
arvard University recently 
added scores of online courses 
that would be duly certified by 
it. All this is absolutely free of 
cost and students in hundreds 

would benefit from it. Times have changed 
a great deal. Today, there are hundreds of 
ways of earning meaningful employment. 
Gone are the days when one would be pur-
suing engineering and medicine tirelessly 
as if it was the be-all and end-all of life. The 
world has moved on.
It is very sad to note that in our Kash-
mir valley, there are still thousands of 
students who have made admission to 
an engineering and medical college as 
the be-all and end-all of their lives. In 
their flawed worldview, those who make 
it to an engineering college or a medi-
cal college are successful people, and 
those who do not are not successful. 
The world has gone forward in scores 
of ways. Today is the age of artificial 
intelligence. A course in business intelli-
gence, big data, or artificial intelligence 
can fetch two to three times more than 
the basic salary of an engineer or a 
doctor. Someone who knows coding well 
can earn multiple times over as com-
pared to an engineer or a doctor. Then 
there are online coaching platforms, or 
online writing assignments, or online 
editing assignments. To add to that, if 
one is good at describing his/her feel-
ings and is good with gadgets he/she can 
start his/her own YouTube channel and 
earn good money. These are the times 
of expressive intellect. If you possess 
intelligence and talent, show it to the 
world – and earn money. This is the age 
of influencers and stock traders.
The students of the Kashmir valley 
need counseling on this front. To spend 
thousands of man hours in pursuing 
engineering or medicine degrees is just 
a collective waste of time. This energy 
can better be utilized in courses which 
are more hands on and skill you enough 
to earn a decent living for yourself. 
Kashmir needs some serious counsel-
ing sessions in this regard. Especial-
ly for those who are first-generation 
learners in their families. 

Recognizing The Signs

When Social Drinking Crosses The 
Line Into Alcohol Dependence

DR. GORAV GUPTA

S
ocial drinking is becoming a 
common and widely accepted 
practice in our culture, often 
serving as a means of  relax-
ation, celebration, or social-

izing. While moderate alcohol consump-
tion is generally considered safe for 
most adults, it's important to be aware 
of  when social drinking may evolve 
into a more serious issue like alcohol 
dependence.

Recognizing the signs of  alcohol 
dependence early on is crucial for 
taking proactive steps towards a health-
ier lifestyle:

 Increased Tolerance
One of  the early warning signs that 

social drinking might be turning into 
alcohol dependence is an increased 
tolerance to alcohol. If  you need more 
drinks than before to achieve the 
desired effect, it could indicate a devel-
oping dependence. The body adapts 
to the presence of  alcohol, requiring 
larger amounts to produce the same 
level of  intoxication.

Frequent Cravings
Craving alcohol, especially during 

non-social situations, is another sign of  
potential dependence. If  thoughts about 
having a drink become persistent and 
difficult to ignore, it may indicate a psy-
chological reliance on alcohol to cope 
with stress, anxiety, or other emotions.

Loss of Control
Loss of  control over your drinking 

behaviour is a key red flag. If  you find it 
challenging to limit the amount you con-
sume or have difficulty stopping once 
you start, it may signify a shift from 
social drinking to dependence. Loss of  
control can contribute to risky behav-
iours, impaired judgment, and negative 
consequences.

Withdrawal Symptoms
Experiencing withdrawal symptoms 

when not drinking is a clear indicator 
of  alcohol dependence. These symptoms 
can includeirritability, anxiety, shaki-
ness, sweating, and even nausea. The 
presence of  withdrawal symptoms sug-
gests that the body has become physi-
cally dependent on alcohol.

Neglecting Responsibilities
Alcohol dependence often leads to 

neglecting personal and professional 
responsibilities. If  you consistently pri-
oritize drinking over work, family, or 
other obligations, it may be a sign that 
alcohol is exerting a significant influ-
ence on your life.
Continued Drinking Despite Nega-

tive Consequences
Persisting in drinking despite expe-

riencing negative consequences is 
a classic sign of  alcohol dependence. 
This might include strained relation-
ships, health problems, legal issues, or 
job-related troubles. The inability to 
cut back on drinking, even when fully 
aware of  these negative outcomes, is a 
strong indicator that the line between 
social drinking and dependence has 
been crossed.

Recognizing the signs that social 
drinking is transforming into alcohol 
dependence is crucial for early inter-
vention. If  you or someone you know 
is exhibiting these signs, seeking pro-
fessional help and support is essential. 
Whether through therapy, counseling, 
or support groups. Addressing alcohol 
dependence early on can lead to success-
ful recovery and a healthier, more bal-
anced life. It's important to remember 
that help is available, and taking that 
first step towards acknowledging the 
issue is a crucial part of  the journey 
towards recovery.

 Author is a Senior Consultant Psy-
chiatrist, Founder & Director – Tulasi 

Healthcare

Beyond The Stops

The Epic Tale Of Bus Journey
DR. RIZWAN RUMI

I
n an era where our steel 
chariots rule the roads, 
opting for a public bus 
journey can be a revela-
tion, unlocking a realm 

of  unexpected joys and con-
nections. As I steered away 
from the routine grind, choos-
ing a bus ride to R S Pora from 
Jammu, little did I know that 
this decision would unveil a 
trove of  untapped pleasures in 
the world of  public transport.

Hailing an auto to reach 
the bus point, I found myself  
engaged in a friendly banter 
with the humble auto driver. 
Negotiating the fare turned 
into a heartwarming chat 
about his daughter pursuing 
a master&#39;s in economics 
at Jammu University. A simple 
auto ride transformed into a 
lesson on dedication and the 
silent struggles our fathers 
endure – a genuinely unique 
experience. Upon reaching the 
bus stop, I decided to grab a cup 
of  tea from a roadside vendor. 
This impromptu tea break 
turned into a lesson in patience 
as I interacted with locals, 
gathering insights about the 
road and bus timings. Little did 
I know that waiting for a bus 
could become a masterclass in 
staying calm amidst the hustle.

When the bus finally 
arrived, the conductor greeted 
me with a reassuring smile 
as I requested a ticket to R S 
Pora. His words echoed, "Don't 
worry, sir. Sit back and relax." 
Setting aside the comfort of  
my car for a Sunday bus ride, 
I braced myself  for the unex-
pected encounters that lay 
ahead.

Seated next to a middle-
aged man with a vibrant blue 
turban, a member of  the Sikh 
community, our initial awk-
wardness melted into warmth 
as our conversation unfolded. 
The diverse group of  passen-
gers became a living tapes-
try of  community on wheels, 
sharing stories and cultural 
exchanges that transcended 
age and background.

As the bus meandered 
through scenic fields and trees, 
the surroundings became a 
catalyst for shared narratives. 
Engaging with my seatmate 
and fellow passengers, tales of  
life's experiences seamlessly 
filled the air. It dawned on me 
that the camaraderie in these 

communal spaces is a treasure 
often overlooked in the rush 
of  our individualized lives. 
Reflecting on this journey, the 
intrinsic value of  public trans-
port became evident beyond its 
functional purpose. It serves as 
a microcosm of  society where 
strangers become temporary 
companions, sharing frag-
ments of  their lives during the 
course of  a ride. 

The communal experience, 
heightened by the passing 
scenic backdrop, is a remind-
er of  the vibrant tapestry of  
human connection waiting to 

be explored.
This journey prompted 

contemplation on safety and 
etiquette associated with 
public transport. From sig-
naling the driver to respect-
ing fellow passengers per-
sonal space, each act con-
tributes to a smoother and 
more enjoyable ride. These 
principles extend to train 
travel, emphasizing safety 
precautions and the poten-
tial benefits of  alternative 
transportation methods like 
Park and Ride or Park and 
Share.

In a broader context, 
embracing public transport 
goes beyond individual advan-
tages. From reducing traf-
fic congestion and stress to 
minimizing one&#39;s carbon 
footprint, the benefits ripple 
through communities and the 
environment. This article aims 
to spotlight the transforma-
tive power of  choosing public 
transport, not just as a means 
of  transportation but as a gate-
way to shared experiences, 
environmental responsibility, 
and a richer, more connected 
way of  life.

So, why not swap the steer-
ing wheel for a bus pass? After 
all, you never know what 
delightful stories and unex-
pected connections await you 
on the next bus journey – it's 
like a mobile social club with 
wheels!

The author is a freelancer. 
Writer and columnist. His 

work has been published in 
various national and interna-
tional publications. Currently, 
he is pursuing his post-doctor-

ate and can be mailed at riz-
wanroomi2012@gamil.com.

As the bus meandered through scenic fields and trees, the sur-
roundings became a catalyst for shared narratives. Engaging with my 
seatmate and fellow passengers, tales of  life's experiences seamlessly 
filled the air. It dawned on me that the camaraderie in these communal 

spaces is a treasure often overlooked in the rush of  our individualized lives.
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12th Fail – An Inspirational Movie
WASEEM AHMAD BHAT

“
12th Fail” is a brilliantly 
scripted movie, masterfully 
delivered by Vidhu Vinod 
Chopra. It instills the belief  
that with energy and clear 

goals, anything is achievable in life. 
Similar to “Super 30,” this movie effec-
tively conveys its message through 
emotive storytelling. Each character 
delivers exceptional performances, 
adding depth to their roles. Emo-
tions remain consistently portrayed 
throughout the film, captivating the 
audience from the opening scene to the 
conclusion, spanning nearly two and 
a half  hours. Despite a modest budget 
and the absence of  prominent Bolly-
wood stars, the movie’s strength lies 
in its script and the filmmakers’ con-
fidence in the entire cast. The actors, 
in turn, have proven their worth, jus-
tifying the trust placed in them by the 
filmmakers.

The characters Vikrant Massey 
(Manoj) and Anshumaan Pushkar 
(Gauri Bhaya) evoke thoughts of  Plato 
and Socrates. Just as Socrates’ wisdom 
lives on through Plato, Gauri Bhaya’s 
essence is seen in Manoj’s character, 
adding significant value to the movie. 
Manoj faces and overcomes numer-
ous challenges, eventually passing one 
of  India’s prestigious IPS exams. The 
film highlights the struggles of  honest 
individuals and the limitations they 
confront. Despite these obstacles, the 
movie justifies the satisfaction that 

comes from sticking to moral princi-
ples, which is undoubtedly deserving.

Characters like Anant V Joshi 
(Pandey) is always a significant pres-
ence in anyone’s life because a friend 
who is empathetic, understanding, 
and values your emotions is truly 
invaluable. Similarly, Medha Shan-
kar’s (Shraddha) character, loving 

a boy who lacks financial resources, 
speaks volumes about the depth of  the 
script and its underlying intentions. 
Particularly in a time where marriage 
and selecting a life partner are often 
influenced by wealth and materialistic 
desires, Shraddha’s choice of  a man 
with no financial means imparts a 
significant lesson to the current gen-

eration. The movie also sheds light on 
the educational system and coaching 
institutions, showcasing both their 
positive and negative aspects.

“12th Fail” is not merely a movie; 
it’s an emotional journey that deeply 
resonates. This film beautifully cap-
tures life’s struggles, triumphs, and 
complexities through vivid characters 

and gripping storytelling. It strongly 
reinforces the belief  that determina-
tion and a clear vision can conquer 
any challenge. It serves as a poignant 
reminder that success is not solely 
about societal norms, but about per-
sonal integrity and valuing relation-
ships. Family support and the courage 
to restart after failure are essential 
themes echoed throughout.

This emotionally charged and 
thought-provoking cinematic master-
piece evokes empathy, inspires resil-
ience, and highlights the importance 
of  moral values, elevating it to a sig-
nificant pinnacle in Indian cinema. It 
transcends mere entertainment, educat-
ing and challenging norms, leaving an 
indelible mark on the heart and mind 
of  the viewer. The movie serves as an 
excellent source for understanding life’s 
challenges while pursuing significant 
goals, emphasizing that opportunities 
are accessible regardless of  one’s back-
ground. The commendable characters 
crafted by the writer and brought to life 
by the director contribute to its status as 
an outstanding film in Indian cinema. 
To conclude, dedicating two and a half  
hours to this movie is a better choice 
than spending time gossiping. Moreover, 
Manoj’s unwavering determination and 
eventual success portrayed in the film 
contribute more depth and significance 
to its storyline. (C-Counter Currents)

The reviewer can be reached at 
waseembhat94@gmail.com

View From The Past

Early Earth Environment

DR. RAJKUMAR SINGH

T
he concept of  the "ear-
liest environment" is 
often associated with the 
pristine and untouched 
aspects of  the natural 

world as it existed before signifi-
cant human intervention and its 
key features include, biodiversity, 
the earliest environments were 
rich in biodiversity. This biodi-
versity is crucial for the health 
of  the planet, as it ensures the 
resilience of  ecosystems against 
changes and disruptions. b. Clean 
Air and Water: Before industri-
alization and widespread pollu-
tion, the air and water were much 
cleaner. This is vital for the health 
of  all living organisms, including 
humans. c. Natural Carbon Sinks: 
Forests, oceans, and wetlands in 
their natural state act as carbon 
sinks, absorbing carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and helping 
to regulate the global climate. 

Ecosystem Services: The natural 
environment provides numerous 
ecosystem services, such as pollina-
tion of  crops, purification of  water, 
and regulation of  the climate. e. 
Human Health and Well-being: 
There is increasing evidence that 
connection with nature is benefi-
cial for human mental and physical 
health. The earliest environments 
offered abundant opportunities for 
such connection. f. Genetic Res-
ervoir: The variety of  species in 
untouched environments serve as 
a genetic reservoir, which is impor-
tant for the future of  agriculture, 
medicine, and biotechnology. g. 
Climate Regulation: Natural envi-
ronments play a key role in climate 
regulation through processes like 
photosynthesis, transpiration, and 
the storage of  carbon. h. Inspira-
tion and Learning: The complexity 
and beauty of  the earliest environ-
ments have always been a source of  
inspiration and learning for people, 
influencing art, science, and phi-
losophy.

Sustainable Resources: When 
managed sustainably, natural envi-
ronments can provide resources 
like food, medicine, and materials 
without depleting them Environ-
ment and human health The ear-
liest environment, often charac-
terized by its pristine and natural 
state, played a significant role in 
shaping human health in various 
ways. It can provide insights into 
how modern environments might 
be impacting our health and well-
being today. In ways more than 

one the earliest environment influ-
enced human health: a. Air Qual-
ity: The air in the earliest environ-
ments was free from the pollutants 
that are common today. Breath-
ing clean air reduces the risk of  
respiratory conditions, allergies, 
and even some neurological disor-
ders. b. Water Quality: Clean and 
uncontaminated water sources in 
the earliest environments meant 
lower risk of  waterborne diseases, 
which are still a major health con-
cern in many parts of  the world. 

Physical Activity: The lifestyle 
in the earliest environments often 
required more physical activity, 
which is beneficial for cardiovas-
cular health, muscle strength, and 
overall physical well-being. d. Diet 
and Nutrition: Early human diets 
were more reliant on natural and 
unprocessed foods, which are 
generally healthier. This meant 
lower rates of  modern diseases 
like obesity, diabetes, and heart 
disease. e. Exposure to Microbes: 
The natural environment exposed 
early humans to a wide variety of  
microbes, which helped in devel-
oping a robust immune system, 
potentially reducing the risk of  
autoimmune diseases. f.

Mental Health: Being in nature 
and natural environments has 
been shown to reduce stress, anxi-
ety, and depression. The earliest 
environments offered abundant 
opportunities for such natural 
interactions. g. Social Interac-
tion and Community Health: 
Early environments often fos-
tered strong community bonds 
and social interactions, which are 
important for mental and emo-
tional well-being. j. Reduced Expo-
sure to Harmful Chemicals: The 
absence of  industrial chemicals 
and pollutants in the earliest envi-
ronments meant lower exposure to 
substances that can contribute to 
chronic diseases, including can-
cers. Understanding the health 
benefits associated with the ear-
liest environment highlights the 
importance of  preserving natural 
spaces and incorporating elements 
of  nature into modern urban plan-
ning and lifestyles.

Deficiencies of  the environment: 
While the earliest environments 
offered many benefits, there were 
also significant challenges and 
demerits that affected early human 
life and health. Understanding 
these challenges provides a more 

balanced view of  our relationship 
with the natural world. The key 
demerits of  the earliest environ-
ment include: a. Lack of  Medical 
Knowledge and Technology: With-
out modern medical knowledge 
and technology, early humans had 
limited means to treat injuries and 
diseases. This led to higher mortal-
ity rates from conditions that are 
now easily treatable. b. Exposure 
to Natural Hazards: Early humans 
were more exposed to natural haz-
ards such as floods, fires, earth-
quakes, and extreme weather con-
ditions, without the infrastructure 
and technology to mitigate their 
impacts. c. Limited Food Security: 
The earliest environments did not 
guarantee a consistent food supply. 
Hunting and gathering were unpre-
dictable and could lead to periods of  
scarcity or famine. d. Predation and 
Dangerous Wildlife: Early humans 
coexisted with a range of  dangerous 
wildlife, posing risks of  attacks and 
injuries. 

Infectious Diseases: While expo-
sure to a variety of  microbes could 
strengthen the immune system, it 
also meant a higher risk of  infec-
tious diseases, some of  which could 
be fatal or cause serious epidemics. 

f. Physical Strain and Injuries: The 
physically demanding lifestyle of  
early humans, necessary for sur-
vival, often led to injuries, wear 
and tear on the body, and could be 
particularly harsh for the elderly 
or infirm. g. Shorter Lifespans: 
Due to the combination of  the 
above factors, early humans gen-
erally had shorter lifespans com-
pared to modern humans. h. Lack 
of  Comfort and Convenience: Early 
environments lacked the comforts 
and conveniences of  modern life, 
such as heating, shelter, and sani-
tary facilities, making life physi-
cally challenging. i. Limited Knowl-
edge and Communication: Without 
advanced language, writing, and 
education systems, the transfer of  
knowledge and communication was 
limited, slowing down the pace of  
technological and societal advance-
ment. Thus, although, the earliest 
environment was more natural and 
less polluted, it also presented sub-
stantial challenges to survival and 
well-being.

Dr. Rajkumar Singh is a youth 
motivator and Professor of  Politi-

cal Science. He can be mailed at 
apurvadarsh11@gmail.com
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PM Modi Extends
welcome to the UAE leader on his arrival.
“PM @narendramodi welcomed HH @

MohamedBinZayed at Ahmedabad airport. 
His distinguished presence at the @Vibrant-
Gujarat Summit makes the Summit even more 
special,” PMO said in a post on X.

Gujarat Chief  Minister Bhupendra Patel, 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, 
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, Foreign 
Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra and senior 
officials were also present at the airport.

Apart from the UAE President other leaders 
including Timor Leste President Jose Ramos-
Horta will attend the Vibrant Gujarat Summit.

Prime Minister will inaugurate the Vibrant 
Gujarat Global Summit 2024 at Mahatma 
Mandir, Gandhinagar.

He will hold a meeting with CEOs of  top 
global corporations. The Prime Minister will 
then travel to GIFT City where he will interact 
with prominent business leaders in the Global 
FinTech Leadership Forum.

The Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit was 
started in 2003 under the leadership of  Modi 
when he was the state chief  minister.

The tenth edition of  the Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Summit is being held from 10 to 12 Jan-
uary 2024 in Gandhinagar. Its theme is ‘Gate-
way to the Future’. This Tenth Edition of  the 
Summit will celebrate “20 Years of  Vibrant 
Gujarat as the Summit of  Success”.

There are 34 Partner countries and 16 Part-
ner organisations for this year’s Summit. The 
Ministry of  Development of  North-Eastern 
Region will also utilise the Vibrant Gujarat 
platform to showcase investment opportuni-
ties in the North-Eastern regions. (With Inputs 
from Agencies)

Dry Chillai-Kalan
snowfall after this period will not have sus-

tainability like today’s period.
“Our surface water sources are not get-

ting recharged in absence of  the snowfall and 
rainfall, so the precipitation at this juncture 
is must to get our sources recharged well in 
advance for the future months,” he said.

Moreover, the weatherman here has predict-
ed a dry spell till January 16, but added that a 
few feeble Western Disturbances would affect 
Jammu & Kashmir after January 16.

“Dry weather would likely continue till 16th 
Jan with cloudy on 12th evening,” Director 
Meteorological department (MeT), Dr Mukhtar 
Ahmad told KNO, adding that a few feeble WDs 
are approaching after 16th Jan.

He added that the maximum over many sta-
tions of  Kashmir region today was 7-8 degree 
Celsius above normal while the dense fog over 
plains of  Jammu would likely continue during 
the next three days.

Pertinently, the parts of  Kashmir continued 
to witness sub-zero temperature amidst the 
ongoing 40-day harshest winter period, Chillai-
Kalan, which commenced on December 21, 2023 
and will end on January 31.

Srinagar, the summer capital of  Jammu and 
Kashmir recorded a low of  minus 2.4 degree 
Celsius.

Qazigund, the gateway of  Kashmir also 
recorded a low of  minus 2.6 degree Celsius 
while Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort, has 
recorded a low of  minus 4.6 degree Celsius.

Pahalgam, a famous tourist place, recorded 
a minimum temperature of  minus 4.4 degree 
Celsius. In Kupwara, the mercury settled at 
minus 4.5degree Celsius while in Kokernag, 
a minimum temperature of  minus 1.2 degree 
Celsius was recorded—(KNO)

Severe Dry Spell
four years and is anticipated to rise further 

in the upcoming season.
Dr Imtiaz Ahmed Khan, Chief  Proctor at 

Kashmir University and renowned Ichthyolo-
gist said the effect of  the dry spell on fish in 
Kashmir is evident.

When the water level decreases, it forces 
the fish out of  their comfort zone, he said, 

adding, "In winter, fish usually stay in lower 
water zones where the temperature is higher 
compared to the upper layers of  water. The 
decrease in water depth affects the tempera-
ture stratification zone, disrupting the fish's 
comfort," he said.

Dr Khan said that in running water, oxygen 
exchange occurs, and nutrition comes from the 
catchment area, benefiting both stagnant and 
flowing water. "However, during dry weather, 
water from the catchment area doesn't reach, 
affecting the fish. In the breeding season, if  
you kill a single fish, you are responsible for 
killing hundreds of  fish," he said.

Natural fish breeding in Kashmir usually 
happens in February and March. Dr Imtiaz 
said eating fish during this season is benefi-
cial. "The dry spell affects fish breeding as 
well as production due to reduced water levels, 
disrupting the specific breeding spots of  fish," 
he added.

Director of  Fisheries, Mohammed Farooq 
Dar, remained unresponsive to calls and mes-
sages from this reporter.

Meanwhile, a Fisheries Department offi-
cial said that the fish production in J&K has 
witnessed a substantial surge in the last four 
years and is expected to increase further in the 
coming season.

"The fish production in Kashmir has 
increased by 5840 tons, generating 366.12 lakhs 
of  revenue during this period," the official said.

He added, "The production of  trout has 
increased from 598 tons in 2019 to 1990 tons 
during the financial year 2022-23. To enhance 
fish productivity, the department imports fish 
seed from foreign countries.” 1144 Trout Rear-
ing Units have been set up in the private sector, 
and 56% (611 units) were established in the last 
four years to generate employment opportuni-
ties for the youth."—(KNO)

Raj Bhawan Bids
conduct and sincere dedication towards 

work.
He felicitated  Minga Sherpa and wished him 

good health and all the success in future.

Jatin Kishore Assumes
The Director called upon the officers for 

timely dissemination of  accurate informa-
tion to the public, fostering transparency and 
enhancing communication channels between 
the government and the citizens of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Later, the Director took round of  the office 
complex and interacted with the employees.

Meanwhile, the officers and officials of  DIPR 
also accorded an affectionate farewell to out-
going Director Minga Sherpa, who has been 
posted as Deputy Commissioner Baramulla.

LG Reviews Preparations
occasion for athletes and winter sports 

enthusiasts coming to J&K UT from across 
the country. We will have an opportunity to 
present our rich culture and warm hospital-
ity and everyone must work together to create 
memorable experience for them, he said.

The meeting also discussed the compre-
hensive strategy for promotional campaigns, 
establishment of  joint control rooms, deputa-
tion of  Nodal officers, smooth flow of  traffic, 
parking spaces, lodging, transportation, unin-
terrupted power & water supply, medical facili-
ties, public utility and other amenities. The Lt 
Governor directed the concerned departments 
for effective coordination for the smooth con-
duct of  the games.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to Lt Gover-
nor;  Atal Dullo Chief  Secretary; Dr Mandeep 
Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secretary to Lt 
Governor; senior officers of  Police and Civil 
administration attended the meeting in person 
and through virtual mode.  

Terror Conspiracy Case
national Habibullah Malik @ Sajid Jutt @ 

Saifullah @ Noomi @ Numan @ Langda @ Ali 

Sajid @ Usman Habib @ Shani, hailing from 
Kasur district in Pak Punjab. He has been 
found to have been involved in various ter-
rorist attacks in Poonch and Rajouri districts.

Habibullah, along with Hilal Yaqooob Deva 
@ Sethi Soab and Musiab Fayaz Baba @ Shoaib 
@ Zarar, both hailing from Shopian in Kash-
mir, has been named in the Supplementary 
Chargesheet filed today before the NIA Special 
Court, Jammu, under the relevant sections of  
IPC and UA (P) Act, 1967. The Supplementary 
chargesheet follows investigations in the case 
(RC-05/2022/NIA/JMU) registered suo-motu 
by the NIA on 21st June 2022. The case relates 
to a conspiracy hatched physically as well as 
in cyberspace by various proscribed terrorist 
organisations to spread fear and terror and 
disrupt peace in J&K, he said.

Habibullah Malik was an active Commander 
of  Pakistan-based The Resistance Front (TRF), 
an offshoot of  the proscribed LeT terror outfit. 
He was engaged in motivating vulnerable 
Kashmiri youth to join the TRF/LeT for car-
rying out terrorist activities in J&K, he said.

As per NIA investigations, Habibullah had 
radicalised the other two accused, Hilal and 
Musiab, both of  whom had started working 
as Over Ground Workers (OGWs) for him. On 
Habibullah’s directions, the two OWGs had 
collected and transported funds and weapons 
from/to his other OGWs to facilitate and sup-
port terror attacks in J&K, he said.

The entire conspiracy was found to be part 
of  the bigger plans of  the banned terrorist 
outfits to commit acts of  terror and violence 
by indoctrinating local youth and mobilising 
overground workers to disturb peace and com-
munal harmony in J&K, he said.

With the various banned terrorist organisa-
tions floating new outfits to carry out their 
terror related activities in J&K, the NIA has 
stepped up its crackdown and investigations 
in the region in recent months. Under the NIA 
scanner are outfits such as The Resistance 
Front (TRF), United Liberation Front Jammu 
& Kashmir (ULFJ&K), Mujahideen Gazwat-
ul-Hind (MGH), Jammu & Kashmir Freedom 
Fighters (JKFF), Kashmir Tigers, PAAF and 
others. These outfits are affiliated to Laskhar-
e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen (HM), Al-Badr, Al-Qaeda, etc.

The anti-terror agency has intensified its 
operations to thwart the conspiracy of  these 
organisations to revive terrorism and disturb 
the peace and communal harmony of  Jammu 
& Kashmir, reads the statement.

3rd CS Conference
of  implementation of  all the focal points 

given in the first two conferences by the Prime 
Minister to States/UTs. He asked each of  them 
to apprise him about the status of  each of  them. 
He called for devising an effective strategy to 
achieve all the targets in a set timeline besides 
submitting Action Taken Reports (ATRs) to his 
office in next few days.

Regarding the 3rd Conference which was 
held at New Delhi between 27th to 29th Decem-
ber previous year and was attended by Dulloo 
himself, he directed for taking all the pre-
emptive measures to transform them into the 
reality in a time bound manner.

The Chief  Secretary called these targets 
very ambitious and highly transformative that 
is going to change the style of  governance for 
betterment of  the common people. He made 
out that frequent reviews of  these goals should 
be taken by each Administrative Secretary 
besides he himself  desired to take periodical 
review of  these targets each month.

While elucidating the Chief  Secretary high-
lighted several areas on which the Prime Min-
ister laid emphasis upon. He enumerated that 
the areas like provision of  quality drinking 
water by resorting to testing by the consum-
ers themselves. Further the focus on micro 
irrigation, millet promotion, natural farm-
ing, creation of  farmer database in agriculture 
sector was also underscored in the Conference, 
the CS revealed.

Dulloo also shared that in Health sector the 
Fir India Movement, Har Ghar Yoga, enhanc-
ing Health & Wellness Centre capacities were 
laid emphasis upon. It was given out by the 

CS that it is also among the deliverables of  
the conference to frame export plan for each 
district, promotion of  e-commerce and imple-
mentation of  PM Vishwakarma Scheme in 
industrial sector.

Moreover it was said that equal focus should 
be laid on the development of  clean energy 
including solarization, energy storage, e-vehi-
cle promotion in transport sector. Enhanc-
ing the number and strengthening of  SHGs in 
rural livelihoods mission, creation of  multi-
purpose PACS in cooperative sector, enhancing 
Disaster Management capacities, iconography 
of  historical monuments were few other points 
the Chief  Secretary pointed out among the 
major takeaways from this recent Conference.

The three day Conference also held special 
sessions on Cyber Security: Emerging Chal-
lenges; Perspectives on  AI,  Stories from the 
Ground: Aspirational Block & District Pro-
gramme; Role of  States: Rationalisation of  
Schemes & Autonomous entities and Enhanc-
ing Capital Expenditure; AI in Governance: 
Challenges & Opportunities besides a discus-
sion on best practices evolved in central min-
istries and other States and UTs across the 
country.

Srinagar Records
Kupwara town in north Kashmir recorded a 

low of  minus 4.5°C against minus 5.0°C on the 
previous night and it was 1.8°C below normal 
there, the official said.

Gulmarg, the official said, recorded a low of  
minus 4.6°C against minus 4.0°C on the previ-
ous night and the temperature was 3.2°C above 
normal for the world famous skiing resort in 
north Kashmir.

Jammu, he said, recorded a minimum of  
5.1°C against 4.3°C on previous night, and it 
was below normal by 2.3°C for the winter capi-
tal of  J&K.

Banihal recorded a low of  minus 0.0°C, 
Batote 2.1°C and Bhaderwah 0.6°C, he said.

Kashmir valley is under ‘Chillai-Kalan’, the 
40-day harsh period of  winter, which will end 
on January 30. However it does not mean an 
end to the winter. It is followed by a 20-day-
long period called ‘Chillai-Khurd’ that occurs 
between January 30 and February 19 and a 
10-day-long period ‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold) 
which is from February 20 to March 1.

The MeT official said that from January 
10-14, generally dry weather is expected. 
“Overall no significant weather activity is 
expected till January 15.”

Snowless Winter
that have become synonymous with Kashmir.
“Even the winter sports have been post-

poned. Majority of  the tourists who postpone 
their trips are either sportspersons or adven-
ture lovers who have planned to experience 
adventure during winter in Kashmir,” Tram-
boo said.

He said a good proportion of  scheduled trips 
in the first two weeks of  January got postponed 
or rescheduled for late January or February.

“We have a good number of  bookings for late 
January and February. We are hopeful to wit-
ness a snowfall so that tourists come in heavy 
numbers and enjoy the adventure sports in the 
valleys of  Kashmir,” Tramboo added.

Umar Ahmad said January used to be the 
peak season of  winter tourism. “Kashmir 
during Chillai Kalan used to receive a good 
number of  tourists. The visitors loved to expe-
rience the winter chill and especially the winter 
wonders including frozen dal lake and Frozen 
Drung waterfall. This year so far winter has 
been dry without snow, which doesn’t seem to 
attract tourists,” he said.

The delayed snowfall is equally hitting hard 
the ATK and sleighs owners who struggle to 
receive customers.

“January is the peak earning time for us. 
We are now struggling to earn a livelihood. 
Such is the conditions that pony walas oper-
ate in Gulmarg who would otherwise leave the 
destination in November,” said Nazir Ahmad, 
a sleigh owner—(KNO)

Khyber Industries Leads 
Environmental Stewardship 
With Plantation Drive

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant stride 
towards environmental conserva-
tion, Khyber Industries Pvt Ltd., 
as part of  its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initiative, 
organized a massive plantation 
drive on the 26th of  December 
2023. The event, conducted in col-
laboration with the Forest Depart-
ment of  Kashmir Division, aimed 
to contribute substantially to the 
region’s green cover.

The ceremony was inaugu-
rated by Dr. Mumtaz Majeed Sofi, 
Deputy Director of  Forest Protec-
tion Force, and A.K Akhoon, Assis-
tant Director of  Forest Protection 
Force, along with other esteemed 
members of  the Forest Depart-
ment. The presence of  the Khyber 
Industries Pvt Ltd. (KIPL) team 
underscored their commitment 
to environmental conservation 
through such initiatives.

‘Khyber Industries Pvt Ltd.’s 
consistent efforts towards envi-
ronmental protection were recog-
nized during the event, as it was 
highlighted that approximately 

4000 saplings of  various trees had 
been planted during this mega 
plantation drive. Director Opera-
tions Khyber Industries Pvt. Ltd. 
Riaz Ahmad Tramboo expressed, 
“This initiative stands as a testa-
ment to KIPL’s dedication to fos-
tering a sustainable and green 

environment. It’s worth noting 
that Khyber Industries Pvt. Ltd. 
has been actively participating 
in CSR initiatives, particularly in 
the realm of  environmental con-
servation. Last year, the company 
successfully planted around 14,000 
tree saplings as part of  their CSR 

endeavors, all conducted under the 
resonant slogan, “Go Green.”

Umar Trumboo – Director 
Corporate & Strategy, Khyber 
Industries Pvt Ltd. expressed 
enthusiasm for Khyber Indus-
tries Pvt Ltd. mega plantation 
drive stating, “Our commitment 
to environmental stewardship sets 
a positive precedent for the indus-
trial sector. Actively engaging in 
tree plantation and aligning CSR 
with ecological preservation, the 
company symbolizes the crucial 
role businesses play in fostering a 
greener planet. As saplings grow 
into flourishing trees, the impact 
extends beyond industrial success, 
leaving a lasting legacy of  environ-
mental responsibility and sustain-
able development.’

Khyber Cement holds the title of  
the largest cement manufacturer in 
the state of Jammu & Kashmir, serv-
ing as an integral part of  the Khyber 
Industries PVT Ltd. Founded by 
visionaries Dr. Gulam Rasool Tram-
boo and Haji Muhammad Maqbool 
Tramboo, and advanced by Umar 
Tramboo, the cement unit epitomiz-
es excellence and innovation.

Properties Of Notorious 

Drug Peddlers Attached 

In Pulwama: Police
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police in Pul-
wama on Tuesday said to 
have attached properties 
of  two drug peddlers in 
South Kashmir’s Pulwa-
ma district.

A police spokesman 
in a statement issued, 
said a double-storied 
residential house valu-
ing approximately Rs 
20,97,291/- belonging 
to a notorious drug 
peddler namely Fayaz 
Ahmad Rather son of  Gh 
Mohd Rather resident 
of  Karimabad and Two 
Shops with 2nd floor as 
residential apartment 
valuing approximately 
Rs 27,35,186/- which 
belongs to a drug ped-
dler namely Mohd Maq-
bool Bhat @Tola son of  
Ali Mohd Bhat resident 
of  Dalipora Pulwama 
under section 8/21-29 
NDPS Act 1985.

This action follows a 
thorough investigation, 
identifying these proper-
ties as illegally acquired 

during the course of  illic-
it drug trafficking. Both 
individuals are currently 
under legal custody, rein-
forcing J&K Police's com-
mitment to combating 
activities detrimental to 
public safety and national 
security, police said.

The attachment was car-
ried out in accordance with 
the due legal process out-
lined in FIR No. 301/2023 
U/S 8/21-29 NDPS Act of  
PS Pulwama, underscoring 
the vigilant stance of  Pul-

wama Police against those 
involved in the drug trade, 
the statement said.

"This action reaf-
firms the commitment of  
Police to combat the drug 
menace. Local people of  
the area have hailed the 
initiative of  Police with 
regard to the attachment 
of  properties, which have 
been raised/ used from 
illicit trafficking of  nar-
cotics by the drug ped-
dlers in the District Pul-
wama," it added.
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION CHADOORA
Email Id. xenrnbchd@gmail.com  Fax/Phone. 01951-257060 

E-NIT No. 149 of R&B /10432-40 Dated: - 09/01/2024
For & on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K, e-quotations are invited in Single cover system from the registered Local Tour & Travels Agencies/Taxi Stand Unions/transport 
firms for hiring of one no. of following type of vehicle along with an experienced driver on monthly rental basis for official use of Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Chadoora for 
the financial year i.e. 2024-25._

SN Type of vehicle Cost of tender 
document (E-challan) For the year Earnest Money  (Rs) Class of contractor

1

Hiring of the Vehicle of the Type  Toyota Innova/ Mahindra Scorpio / Mahindra Bolero 
for the financial year 2024-25 for office use by the Executive Engineer (R&B) Division 
Chadoora inclusive of all maintenance costs of vehicle & Road taxes including hiring 
of an expert licensed Driver excluding the cost of fuel.

Rs 300/- 2024-25 Rs 5000/-
Regd. Local Tour  & 

Travel Agencies/ 
Taxi Stand Unions

1. Critical Dates:
1 Date of Issue of Quotation 09/01/2024
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 09/01/2024
3 Bid submission Start Date 09/01/2024
4 Bid Submission End Date 16/01/2024 upto 4.00 PM.
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 16/01/2024 at 4.10 PM in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora.

2. The vehicle should be only registered with RTO Kashmir and shall fulfill the conditions laid in the Public Notice issued by Regional Transport Officer Kashmir vide No. 
RTOK/Estt/2023/11270-73 dated:- 24/03/2023.

3. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www. jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

a. Note :-The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the E-tenders carefully before uploaded soft copy any short fall found in the soft copy the tender 
shall be rejected.

b. Note: As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Secretariat Finance department vide No.OM No.A/24(2017)-651 dtd.07-06-2018 
which reads as under:-

i. Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission is dispensed with .The same should be obtained only from the Bidder who's declared Ist Lowest (L-1) 
after opening of financial bids.

ii. The Cost of tenders should be collected by introducing Treasury Challan (Receipt).
4.  Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Valid Treasury CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora (tender 

receiving authority).
5. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www. jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message 

on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer R&B Construction Division 
Chadoora (tender receiving authority).

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
7. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-
a) Any bidder withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any Modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within the specified time limit.
c) Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
a) Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.in to 

acquaint bid submission process.
b) To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate 

from any approved Vendor.
c) The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
d) Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned above under Critical Dates.
9. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with the bid. Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
10. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
11. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
12. Price escalation and Taxes:-The unit rates and prices shall be quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates quoted shall be deemed to include price 

escalation and all taxes upto completion of the work, unless otherwise specified. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills of the contractor on 
gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.

13. Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as are required.
14. Instructions to Bidder (ITB)
a)  All bidders shall include the following information and documents with their bids: Documents to be uploaded (Any shortfall shall render the bidder as Non-

Responsive)
i. Valid Registration Certificate with Tour and Travels with latest renewal.
ii. All bidders shall upload valid Treasury Challan and Earnest Money.
iii.  All bidders shall upload Valid PAN Card/No. and GSTIN Registration/No.
iv.  Registration certificate of Vehicle, Photograph of vehicle showing the Number plate.
v.  Scanned Copy of GSTIN Registration and latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B i.e. latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of the latest quarter/ latest 

Month to the Issuance of NIT.
Illustrations:
 For the NIT issued by or before 20th of this month, the bidder has to upload the latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of the latest quarter i.e. July-September 

2023-24 /Latest month i.e. November-2023.
vi Bidders who are registered as Micro and Small Enterprises (MSE’s) can avail the option of uploading bid security deceleration as per (annexure A) instead of Earnest 

Money Deposit. Further the cost of tender document is also exempted for MSE’s. However, the bidders shall have to upload the proof of MSE registration to avail the 
above mentioned benefit. Moreover, if declared, L-1 bidder, they have to submit EMD/CDR as performance security as mentioned above.

b) The EMD/CDR in case of successful bidder shall be treated as performance security and shall released at the end of the financial year only after successfully 
delivering the services.

c) All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language.
d) The payment shall be debited to Work charge contingencies/proper Head of Account.
e) The rates quoted must be inclusive of all the Taxes, VAT, GST and annual comprehensive insurance and maintenance charges.
f) The vehicle should be sophisticated and in very good condition of Model 2018 onwards.
g) The POL shall be supplied by the Department as per the consumption certificate issued by State Motor Garage.
h) The bidders shall be responsible for completion of all documentation of the vehicle viz. Fitness, Pollution certificate, Road permit, Insurance, etc.
i) If the successful bidder failed to provide the vehicles as per the terms and Conditions the matter shall be taken with RTO Kashmir for cancellation of Registration.
j)  The maintenance of the vehicle, expenses whatever incurred on the vehicle should be borne by the Vehicle Owner.
k)  Vehicle found unsound by any means after put in use by this office shall be withdrawn immediately without any notice.
l)  The Vehicle will remain engaged for full time with Executive Engineer R&B Division Chadoora.
m)  The driver must be polite, disciplined, physically Fit and Alert, smartly dressed in uniform.
n)  Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies with technical bid. No. documents 

(s) which has / have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in case of any clarification the bidders shall have to produce original 
documents in support of soft copies if need arises.

o)  In the event of any mechanical failure / break down of the vehicle, the agency shall arrange for the replacement by another similar Vehicle and also repair/
maintenance charges, if any, shall have to be borne by the bidder/agency.

p)  In case of any accident resulting in loss or damage to property or life, the sole responsibility for any legal or financial implication would rest with the agency. The 
Department shall have no liability whatsoever.

15. Insurance:- Insurance cover to Driver & Vehicle shall be mandatory.
16. Laws Governing the Contract:-The contract shall be governed by Laws of the land.
17. Court’s Jurisdiction: -In case of any disputes/differences between contractor and Department the jurisdiction shall be J&K UT.
18. The tender receiving authority reserves the right to accept or reject any tender or all tenders without assigning any reasons thereof.
19. License:- The driver driving the vehicle should be having valid driving license issued by the competent authority.
20.  All other terms and conditions of the said NIT shall remain same as are in vogue for the similar nature of work. No. 10432-40 Dtd. 01/09/2024

Executive Engineer 
DIPK-14983-23  PW (R&B) Division 
DT: 09/01/2024 Chadoora 

PM Modi inaugurates 
Vibrant Gujarat 
Global Trade Show

IANS

GANDHINAGAR: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the Vibrant 
Gujarat Global Trade Show 
in Gandhinagar on Tues-
day, marking the beginning 
of  his two-day visit to the 
state for the Vibrant Gujarat 
Summit and related events.

The Trade Show, recog-
nised as one of  the world's 
most significant, brings 
together many industries 
and business sectors under 
a single roof. Prime Minis-
ter Modi will lead a road-
show in Ahmedabad in the 
evening.

The Trade Show features 
products from diverse sec-
tors, such as e-mobility, 
startups, MSMEs, the blue 
economy, green energy, and 
smart infrastructure, all 
showcasing state-of-the-art 
technology and innovations.

Reflecting the global 
interest, the Ambassador 
of  Japan to India, Hiroshi 
Suzuki, expressed excite-
ment over the participation 
of  70 Japanese companies 
focusing on semiconduc-
tors and green growth 
industries. Similarly, the 
Thai envoy to India, Pat-
tarat Hongtong, noted the 
active involvement of  Thai-

land with an exhibition 
showcasing the success of  
Thai investments in India.

Set to continue its 
legacy, the Vibrant Guja-
rat Global Summit, initi-
ated in 2003 under Modi's 
chief  ministership, enters 
its 10th edition this year, 
running from January 10 
to 12. Celebrating '20 Years 
of  Vibrant Gujarat', the 
summit's theme, 'Gateway 
to the Future', focuses on 
futuristic opportunities 
and partnerships.

On January 10, Prime 
Minister Modi is scheduled 
to formally inaugurate the 

Vibrant Gujarat Global 
Summit 2024 at Mahatma 
Mandir, Gandhinagar. 
The event will then see 
him engaging with CEOs 
of  leading global corpora-
tions, followed by his visit 
to GIFT City, where he will 
interact with key players in 
the Global FinTech Leader-
ship Forum.

This year's summit has 
garnered international 
attention as 34 partner 
countries and 16 partner 
organisations are partici-
pating. The Ministry of  
Development of  the North-
Eastern Region is also 

leveraging this platform to 
highlight investment pros-
pects in the North-Eastern 
regions of  India.

The summit is expect-
ed to witness the signing 
of  various projects and 
Memorandums of  Under-
standing (MoUs), propel-
ling industrial and tech-
nological advancement in 
Gujarat. Notably, Hindu-
stan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) will showcase its 
capabilities, and discus-
sions around Elon Musk's 
Tesla plant in Gujarat are 
anticipated, though official 
confirmations are pending.

Timor-Leste Prez to support India’s 

permanent membership in UNSC
IANS

NEW DELHI:  Presi-
dent of  Timor-Leste Jose 
Ramos Horta on Tuesday 
expressed strong support 
for India’s permanent 
membership of  the UN 
Security Council.

The PMO said that PM 
Modi and President Horta 
met in Gandhinagar on 
Tuesday. Modi extended 
a warm welcome to Presi-
dent Horta and his delega-
tion to the ‘Vibrant Guja-
rat Summit’ on what is the 
first ever Head of  State 
or government level visit 
between the two countries.

PM Modi re-affirmed 
India’s commitment to 
build a vibrant "Delhi-
Dili” connect. In Septem-
ber 2023, he had announced 
the opening of  the Indian 
Mission in the country. 
He offered assistance to 
Timor-Leste in capacity 
building, human resource 
development, IT, fintech, 
energy and healthcare 
including traditional 
medicine and pharma. He 
also invited Timor-Leste 
to join the International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) and 
the Coalition for Disaster 
Resilient Infrastructure 
(CDRI).

He congratulated Presi-

dent Horta for ASEAN’s in-
principle decision to admit 
Timor-Leste as its 11th 
member and expressed 
hope for its attainment of  
full membership soon.

President Horta thanked 
the PM Modi for the invi-
tation to participate in the 
Summit. He sought sup-
port from India in meeting 
its development priorities, 
particularly in the areas 
of  healthcare and capac-

ity building in IT, official 
added.

The PMO said that the 
two leaders also discussed 
regional issues and devel-
opments in the Indo-Pacif-
ic. The leaders committed 
to continue their excellent 
cooperation in the multi-
lateral arena. Prime Min-
ister appreciated Timor-
Leste’s active participa-
tion in the two editions of  
the Voice of  Global South 

Summit. They agreed that 
countries of  the Global 
South should synergise 
their position on global 
issues.

The PMO said that 
the bilateral relationship 
between India and Timor-
Leste is anchored in shared 
values of  democracy and 
plurality. India was one of  
the first countries to estab-
lish diplomatic ties with 
Timor-Leste in 2002.

Acclaimed classical 
singer Rashid Khan 
passes away at 55

IANS

KOLKATA:  Acclaimed 
classical singer Rashid 
Khan passed away at a Kol-
kata hospital on Tuesday 
morning. He was 55.

On Tuesday morning, 
his medical condition 
started deteriorating fast 
and he had to be put under 
ventilation support at the 
private hospital he was 
admitted to last month.

Sources close to him said 
the singer died at 3.45 p.m. 
He is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, and a son.

West Bengal Chief  Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
rushed to the hospital on 
getting the news. However, 
then officially, the event of  
his passing away was not 
announced.

Later, the Chief  Minis-
ter came out of  the hospi-
tal along with the doctor 
attending to the acclaimed 
classical singer.

"We tried our best by 
giving him ventilation sup-
port. However, we could 
not finally bring him back 
to the path of  recovery and 
he died at 3.45 p.m," the 
doctor said.

Banerjee said that the 
late classical singer was 
like her younger brother.

"I received a phone call 

after I came back to the 
state Secretariat from my 
district tour. I came here 
and heard this news. I feel 
so sad that I will not be able 
to listen to his songs fur-
ther," she said.

It is learnt that his body 
will be preserved at a mor-
tuary on Tuesday night. 
On Wednesday his mortal 
remains will be placed at 
Rabindra Sadan in central 
Kolkata for his fans to pay 
floral tributes. Thereafter 
first his mortal remains 
will be taken to his resi-
dence at south Kolkata and 
from there it will be taken 
to a burial ground at Tolly-
gunge in South Kolkata.

Born in 1968 at Uttar 
Pradesh's Badaun, Rashid 
Khan hailed from the Ram-
pur-Sahaswan Gharana, 
which has its origin in Meh-
boob Khan and his son Inyat 
Hussain Khan. He migrated 
to Kolkata when he was just 
11 years old and started his 
career in classical music 
after receiving the scholar-
ship from Sangeet Research 
Academy.

A recipient of  Padma 
Shri and Padma Vib-
hushan, Khan was mainly 
acclaimed as a classical 
singer. However, his fusion 
and film number also 
received accolades. 

WR recruitment exam scam

CBI raids 12 locations 

in multiple states
IANS

MUMBAI: The Central 
Bureau of  Investigation 
has raided 12 places in 
multiple states in con-
nection with the ongoing 
probe into the leakage of  
question papers of  the 
Western Railway’s com-
petitive exams, an official 
said here on Tuesday.

The raid operations 
pertained to the leakage 
of  question and answer 
papers of  General Depart-
mental Competitive Exam-
ination of  the WR’s Rail-
way Recruitment Centre 
in Mumbai, and the CBI 
has recovered incriminat-
ing documents and digital 
evidence.

Among the 12 locations 
where the CBI swooped 
were in Mumbai, as well 
as Ahmedabad, Vadodara, 
Surat, Navsari, Amreli 
(Gujarat), Indore (Madhya 
Pradesh), and Buxar 
(Bihar), said the official.

The CBI was acting on 
a December 30, 2023 com-
plaint lodged by the WR 
Vigilance Department 
against at least 15 persons 
including several railway 
officials and officers of  
Aptech Consultancy Pvt. 
Ltd, a private Mumbai-
based company which had 

conducted the exams in 
January 2021.

The CBI probe revealed 
that some of  the 8,600-plus 
candidates who appeared 
for the clerical grade 
exams, confessed they 
had received the question 
papers a day before the 
exams were conducted, 
either through WhatsApp 
messages and others 
even physically at a hotel 
in Surat, on payment of  
money.

The accused booked 
by the CBI are: unidenti-
fied officials of  the Aptech 
Consultancy, Andheri 
(Mumbai), and railway 
officials from different 
parts of  India - Ulnesh 
Kumar Prajapati, Abhay 
Priyadarshi, Guddu Saroj, 
Alok Kumar, Jay Prakash, 
Shivshankar Kumar, Ajay 
Kumar, Rupesh Kumar, 
Anil Kumar, Sahid Raza 
Siddiqui, Bunty, Akhilesh 
Kumar, Ganesh Kumar 
Singh, Ajeet Kumar and 
other unknown persons.

The exams were held 
for posts of  non-technical 
popular categories like 
junior clerk-cum-typist 
and trains clerk, which 
were conducted at 28 cen-
tres in different states, and 
further investigations are 
underway.

Govt tightening rules to check misleading 

ads, fake claims by coaching centres

IANS

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tral Consumer Protection 
Authority’s (CCPA) com-
mittee held its first meeting 
on Tuesday to discuss the 
draft guidelines to prevent 
misleading advertisements 
and false claims regarding 
success rates in coaching 
institutions.

Consumer Affairs Sec-
retary & CCPA Chief  Com-
missioner Rohit Kumar 
Singh highlighted the need 
for clarity, specifically in 
addressing certain aspects 
related to advertisements 
in the coaching sector. He 
further stated that CCPA 
firmly believes in safe-
guarding the rights of  con-
sumers and ensuring no 
false or misleading adver-
tisement is made of  any 
goods or services which 
contravenes the provisions 

of  the Consumer Protec-
tion Act, 2019.

The guidelines shall be 
applicable to all the coach-
ing institutes whether 
online or physical and 
cover all forms of  adver-
tisement regardless of  
form, format, or medium.

The guidelines also pre-
scribes Do's and Dont's that 
need to be observed before 
coming up with advertise-
ments: The coaching insti-
tute shall mention requi-
site information with suc-
cessful candidate photo, 
including the rank secured 
by successful candidate, 
the course opted by suc-
cessful candidate, the dura-
tion of  course, and whether 
it is paid or free

Coaching institutes shall 
not make claims on 100 per 
cent selection or 100 per cent 
job guaranteed or guaran-
teed preliminary or mains.

The font of  disclaimer/
disclosure/Important infor-
mation in the advertisement 
shall be the same as that 
used in the claim/adver-
tisement. The placement of  
such information shall be 
at a prominent and visible 
place in the advertisement.

It was also clarified 
that penalty for mislead-
ing advertisements by the 
coaching sector will be 
governed as per Consum-
er Protection Act, 2019 and 
the guidelines are just in 
the nature of  clarification 
to the stakeholders and vio-
lations of  the provisions of  
the act shall continue to be 
governed under the exist-
ing provisions of  the act.

The Committee observed 
that there is an urgent need 
to issue the guidelines and 
the draft as discussed in the 
Meeting should be issued at 
the earliest.

The CCPA had taken suo 
motu action against mis-
leading advertisements by 
coaching institutes.

In this regard, it has 
issued notices to 31 coach-
ing institutes for misleading 
advertisement and imposed 
fine on 9 of  them for mis-
leading advertisements.

The CCPA has observed 
that some of  the coaching 
institutes mislead consum-
ers by deliberately conceal-
ing important information 
with respect to course opted 
by successful candidates, 
duration of  the course so 
attended, and the fees paid 
by the candidates. It also 
said that some of the coach-
ing Institutes also indulge in 
making claims like 100 per 
cent selection, 100 per cent 
job guaranteed and guaran-
teed preliminary and main 
examination without pro-
viding verifiable evidence.



        CMYK                CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

SRINAGAR  |  Wednesday, 10, January 2024 08

info@khybercement.com+91 1943501600

0.495 cm

www.khybercement.com Follow Us:

Kashmir’s last Surnai 
artisan struggles to 
keep ancient craft alive

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Amid the waning 
demand, Bashir Ahmad 
Kharadi perseveres as the 
last Surnai artisan in Kash-
mir, crafting the traditional 
instrument with dedication. 
He laments the fading cultur-
al heritage and the absence 
of  initiatives to preserve this 
ancient craft Kharadi. 

47, is firmly handling a block 
of  wood against an electrical 
sander in his nine-by-eight 
shop tucked between two four-
storey residential buildings. 
He occasionally looks away at 
the minaret of  the Sufi saint 
Syed Simnania’s shrine which 
overlooks his dingy shop. He 
hums some chants, returns his 
gaze to this wooden block, and 
starts boring small holes in it.

Kharadi is again making 
a traditional Kashmiri musi-
cal instrument called Surnai. 
When finished, this surnai 
will adorn a shelf  in the shop 
already stacked with years-old 
Surnais.

‘I still make it for my own 
happiness and satisfaction, 
even though the instrument 
is not in demand today and 
nobody has asked for it in 
many years,’ Kharadi said.

According to musicolo-
gists, the Surnai was brought 
to Kashmir from Iran through 
Central Asia. The playing 
of  Surnai was regarded as 
extremely auspicious in Kash-
miri culture, and the Bhands 
here prominently featured it 
in their plays.

"The players used to visit 
the farms during harvest time 
and perform for the farmers' 
amusement while also taking 
the crop for themselves in 
exchange for the perfor-

mance, " Bashir said, adding 
that  Surnai is played with the 
mouth; musical notes are pro-
duced by blowing into it and 
pressing fingers against the 
stops.

Surnai is made up of  three 
components: the nai, a wooden 
pipe with nine holes, the barg, 
a locally sourced wheatgrass 
reed, and a copper disc into 
which the barg is fixed.

To ensure accuracy, Kha-
radi asked Abdul Jamal, a 
local Surnai player and Kangri 
maker, to play it for him. "Even 
a minute change can spoil its 
musical tones," he said.

Kharadi is a member of  a 
line of  artisans of  Kulgam, 
thought to be the only profes-
sionals in Kashmir to have 
ever produced this traditional 
instrument.

Mohammad Abdullah 
Kharadi, Bashir’s father, was 
tasked by a businessman from 
Kishtwar to make a Surnai. 
Once he got going on making 
it, he was successful on his 
first try.

The demand for Surnai 
increased over time to the 
point where he gave up tradi-
tional carpentry and concen-
trated solely on this instru-
ment. His reputation as a 
skilled Surnai maker spread 
throughout Kashmir among 
its players, particularly the 
folk theatre performers. 
Nearly 50 years into his prac-
tice, he received orders from 
all over Kashmir.

"Before starting to make a 
Surnai, I used to offer a ritual 
at the local shrine of  Hazrat 
Mir Syed Simnani (RA) as I 
believe this instrument is very 
pious," Kharadi said.

Abdullah passed away in 
2012, but before that, he had 

given his son the legacy of  
this craft. Bashir had already 
started crafting Surnai at the 
age of  17.

Kharadi noted the declining 
interest in traditional musical 
instruments, saying the last 
order for a Surnai was placed 
about eight years ago. He has 
not sold a single Swarnai since 
then.

"The quantity of  Surnai my 
father and I produced varied 
greatly. Previously, districts 
in Kashmir and neighbour-
ing states would request such 
instruments, but as modern 
music has taken centre stage, 
this art form is on its death-
bed," he lamented.

Abdullah's Surnai was sold 
at Rs 400, whereas the same 
Surnai today would cost Rs 
3,500, Bashir said, adding that 
it normally takes him a day or 
two to make it.

"There has also been no ini-
tiative from the government 
to save this rare craft," he 
lamented.

To make ends meet, Khara-
di makes wooden household 
items like big spoons, bowls, 
meat pounders, beaters, pes-
tles and other items which 
he then supplies to retailers 
in Srinagar. "Surnai making 
is just a hobby now; our main 
business is to make other 
items," he said.

Kharadi said he is proud 
of  his craftsmanship but 
laments that no one in his 
family has taken over this 
art. “I am the last one in my 
family to know this craft. 
Nobody after me will ever 
carve any instrument. I 
cannot ask my son to learn 
this as I know it won’t fetch 
him enough money to sur-
vive,” he said—(KNO)

Vipul Sharma Wins Silver Medal in Judo
AZHAR HAJINI

JAMMU: Vipul Sharma an 
exceptional Judo athlete, 
achieved a remarkable feat at 
the 67th National School Games 
held in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

Sharma competed in the 73 kg 
weight category and secured the 
prestigious Silver Medal.

Under the expert guidance 
of  Judo Coach Rajive Kumar, 
Sharma displayed excep-
tional skill and determination 
throughout the competition. 
The journey to the Silver Medal 
was no easy feat, but Sharma's 
dedication, perseverance, and 
intensive training paid off, 
allowing him to excel in his per-
formance.

Upon learning about Shar-

ma's remarkable achievement, 
the Director of  the Department 
of  Youth Services and Sports 
J&K Subash Chander Chhibber 
expressed his heartfelt congrat-
ulations and good wishes to the 
deserving player and his Coach 
Rajive Kumar. “This recognition 

from such a reputable author-
ity serves as a testament to the 
hard work and commitment put 
forth by Sharma and the coach-
ing team” he added.

He further said that the 
National School Games is one 
of  the most prestigious tourna-

ments in which young athletes 
from across the country showcase 
their talent every year and com-
pete at the highest level. Sharma's 
impressive performance reflects 
his exceptional skills and poten-
tial in the sport of  Judo.

 Deputy Director Central 
of  YSS Jatinder Mishra while 
expressing hos joy on the 
impressive performance of  the 
athlete has said that, Sharma's 
outstanding success at the event 
not only brings pride to his 
school and coach but also serves 
as an inspiration to aspiring 
Judo athletes across the nation. 
This achievement serves as a 
reminder of  the importance of  
determination, discipline, and 
perseverance in pursuing excel-
lence in sports.

Dr Piyush Singla 

reviews working of SED

KTMF Delegation call on DC Srinagar

GMK NEWS  NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A delegation of  
Kashmir Traders Manufacturers 
Federation(KTMF) Tuesday call 
on Deputy Commissioner(DC) 
Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat here in Office Chamber in 
DC Office Complex and warmly 
welcomed him on assuming 
charge as Deputy Commissioner 
Srinagar.

The delegation of  KTMF 
headed by its President Hilal 
Ahmad Mandoo, Chairman 
Abrar Khan and General Secre-
tary Altaf  Ahmad greeted the Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat for being 
posted as DC Srinagar and hoped 
that all issues and concerns con-
fronting to the Trade Community 
of  Srinagar would be resolved in 
a time bound manner for their 
overall welfare.

On the occasion, the delegation 

appraised the DC about various 
issues of  public importance par-
ticularly of  the Trade community 
of  Srinagar.

The Deputy Commissioner 
after giving patient hearing to 
the delegation and assured that 
all the issues and demands pro-
jected by them would be looked  
on priority. He also assured them 
that the Administration will take 
all necessary measures for wel-
fare and development of  the trade 
community of  Srinagar District.

The delegation included repre-
sentatives from Traders Associa-
tions from Batamaloo, Parimpora, 
Kralkhud, South City, Rambagh, 
besides Women Entrepreneurs, 
Transporters, Artisans, Industri-
alists and Social activists.

 Meanwhile, scores of  public 
delegations also visited  the DC 
Office Srinagar and met Deputy 
Commissioner.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: After assuming 
charge of  School Education 
Department as Secretary, Dr. 
Piyush Singla, took a compre-
hensive review of  the depart-
ment Tuesday at the Civil 
Secretariat here.

A detailed presentation on 
various facets of  the depart-
ment was made by the offi-
cers of  the department.

The meeting had detailed 
discussion on functioning of  
the department, Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes, physical 
and financial progress made 
under UT Capex, issues of  
HRM and best practices and 
initiatives of  the department.

Secretary laid emphasis on 

timely completion of  DPCs, 
finalization of  seniority and 
ensuring availability of  qual-
ity infrastructure to students. 
He enjoined upon all the offi-
cers and officials to uphold 
the principles of  punctuality, 
discipline and ensure quality 
education. He also instructed 
them for effective implemen-
tation of  new initiatives such 
as PM SHRI, Vidya Samiksha 
Kendra (VSK), Samiksha app 
and JK attendance app.

The meeting was attend-
ed by both the Directors of  
School Education, Director 
Finance SED, Special Sec-
retaries SED, Project Direc-
tor Samagra Shiksha, Joint 
Director Planning and other 
officers of  the department.


