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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Police Attaches 
Orchard Land In 
G'bal
SRINAGAR: In a sig-
nificant move, Jammu 
and Kashmir Police in 
Ganderbal on Wednesday 
said to have attached an 
immovable property—an 
orchard land, belonging to 
an accused, who is allegedly 
involved in terror-related act.

A police spokesman in a 
statement issued said that 
police have taken action 
by attaching land measur-
ing 10 Marlas falling under 
Survey/khasra No.984 
situated at Revenue Estate 
Wakoora belonging to Lateef  
Ahmad Kambay son of  Gh 
Mohd Kambay P-06

Gunfight Underway 
In Kulgam

KULGAM: A gunfight broke 
out between terrorists and 
security forces in Hadigan area 
of  South Kashmir's Kulgam dis-
trict on Wednesday.

Official sources said that a 
joint team of Police, Army and 
CRPF launched a cordon and 
search operation on specific 
information about the presence 
of  militants in the area. P-06

Ice Cover Over Dal Lake

Kashmir Shivers In 
Sub-Zero Temperature

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: With no no 
let up in the shivering cold 
across the Valley, a thin 
layer of  ice has formed 
over world famous Dal 
Lake here as the mercury 
continued to settle below 
freezing point across 
Kashmir on Wednesday.

Several pipes supply-
ing drinking water to the 
people froze amidst the 
chilly weather conditions 
in the ongoing 40-day 
harshest winter period 
Chillai-Kalan, which com-
menced on December 21 
last year and will end on 
January 31.

It is followed by a 20-day 
long Chillai-Khurd (small 
cold) that occurs between 

January 31 and Febru-
ary 19 and a 10-day long 
Chillai-Bachha (baby cold) 
which begins from Febru-
ary 20 to March 2.

Meanwhile, the Dal 
dwellers here had a tough 
time while breaking the 
ice sheet over the water 
body here while the people 
were also seen covering the 
pipes in different localities 
as severe cold conditions 
tightened its grip across the 
valley amidst the persistent 
dry spell.

The Dal dwellers were 
seen roving their boats 
this morning and simul-
taneously breaking the 
ice formed over the lake, 
to pave way to reach their 
destinations.

According to the data, 

Pahalgam in South Kashmir 
was the coldest at minus 6.2 
degree Celsius followed by 
minus 5.3 degree Celsius in 
north Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district.

Srinagar, the summer 
capital of  Jammu & Kash-
mir shivered at minus 
4.8 degree Celsius while 
Qazigund in South Kash-
mir has recorded a low of  
minus 4.6 degree Celsius.

Gulmarg, a famous ski-
resort, has recorded a low 
of  minus 3.8 degree Cel-
sius. Kokernag, however, 
recorded a low of  minus 
3.2 degree Celsius.

Pertinently, the weath-
erman here has predicted 
generally cloudy with dry 
weather over plains with 
possibility P-06

Unraveling Catastrophe

Anchar Lake Confronts Soaring 
Pollution, Encroachment

SAJID RAINA

SRINAGAR: Once 
renowned for its fish, 
Nadru, and lush veg-
etable gardens, Anchar 
Lake in the Soura area 
of  Central Kashmir's 
Srinagar district is now 
struggling for survival 
as it has become a victim 
of  illegal dumping sites 
being made on its shores.

The lake, linked to Dal 
Lake through the Nallah 
Amir Khan water chan-
nel, has faced a drastic 
reduction in size, nearly 
half  of  its original area, 
over the past few decades 
due to administrative 
neglect, rampant pol-
lution, siltation, and 
encroachment.

Formerly, a sought-
after tourist destination, 
Anchar Lake is losing its 
allure as the nearby resi-
dents continue to dispose 
of  solid waste directly 
into its waters on a daily 
basis. The lake, once 
famous for high-quality 
fish, Nadru, vegetable 
gardens, and chestnuts, 
no longer exhibits these 
features, according to 
locals.

According to locals, 

the current state of  the 
lake has taken a toll on 
aquatic life, impacting 
the 93,000 residents who 
rely on fishing and other 
sources of  income. The 
lake's size has dwindled 
from 19.4 sq. km to just 
6.8 sq. km, transforming 
it into a dumping ground 
for sewage, residential 
trash, and various pol-
lutants.

Fareeda Begum, resid-
ing on the lake's shores, 
expresses concern as 

her area, along with 
other low-lying areas, 
is being used as a dump-
ing site for domestic and 
commercial waste. "The 
lake, once crystal clear 
and a source of  drinking 
water, is now heavily 
contaminated," she said. 
Migratory birds have 
vanished due to grow-
ing pollution, according 
to Fareeda's daughter, 
Shafeeqa.

Local f isherman 
Mohammad Ashraf  

laments the decline 
in Nadru production, 
attributing it to pollu-
tion, encroachments, 
and the lake's fast 
shrinkage.

Abdul Hameed, whose 
home is in close proxim-
ity to the dumping site, 
expressed concern over 
the daily occurrence of  
people disposing of  gar-
bage during morning 
and evening hours. "This 
waste, either directly or 
indirectly, P-06

ACCORDING TO LOCALS, THE CURRENT STATE OF THE LAKE HAS 
taken a toll on aquatic life, impacting the 93,000 residents who rely on fishing and other 
sources of income. 

Transforming J&K

Bharat Sankalp Yatra Steers 

Central Welfare Initiatives
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In the Union Ter-
ritory of  Jammu & Kashmir, 
the Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra 
(VBSY) emerges as an unyield-
ing force, braving the harsh cold. 
With a warm reception wherever 
the "Modi ki guarantee ki gadi" 
arrives, the initiative recently 
achieved a historic milestone, 
engaging 3 million participants.

VBSY's primary objective is 
to ensure the full integration 
of  various Central Government 
Welfare schemes, creating a pro-

found impact on the lives of  the 
region's residents. Its influence 
spans wide, achieving a remark-

able 100 percent Ayushman card 
saturation in 3,523 Gram Pan-
chayats. Furthermore, P-06

Transporter Strike Ends

Fuel Stations Return 

To Normal Operations

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: The fuel sta-
tions across Jammu & Kash-
mir resumed the operations 
normally after the transport-
ers decided to call off  strike 
following the government’s 
assurances.

Earlier on Tuesday, the 

people were seen queuing 
up at almost all the fuel sta-
tions, waiting to get the fuel 
in cans, bottles and other 
things as the transporters 
had called for a strike in 
wake of  the ‘new penal law’.

In the late evening hours, 
the transporters called off  
their strike after P-06

CS Takes Overview 

Of ‘J&K Gati Shakti’ 
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo Wednesday took 
the holistic review of  the pro-
posal to make critical inter-
ventions in IT sector here in 
association with the Bhaska-
racharya National Institute 
for Space Applications and 
Geo-informatics (BISAG), 
a society under Ministry 
of  Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology (Meity) 
for making Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) based solutions 
part of  governance here.

The meeting besides the 
DG, BISAG-N was attended 
by Principal Secretary, PWD; 
Principal Secretary, School 
Education; Principal Secre-
tary, Finance; Commissioner 

Secretary, IT; Commissioner 
Secretary, Science & Tech-
nology; Commissioner Sec-
retary, RDD; Commissioner 
Secretary, Social Welfare; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
GAD; Secretary, Coopera-
tives; Secretary, Grievanc-
es; DG, Planning; Director, 
Industries; SIO, NIC besides 
other concerned P-06

India Reports 602 
New Covid Cases

IANS

NEW DELHI: India has record-
ed 602 new Covid-19 infections in 
the past 24 hours, pushing the 
the total number of  active cases 
to 4,440 on Wednesday.

The country had recorded 865 
new cases on May 19.

Five new fatalities -- one each 
from Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Punjab, two from Kerala -- 
have been reported in the span 
of  24 hours, according to the 
ministry's data.

As of  now, the total number 
of  coronavirus cases in India, 
since the outbreak in January 
2020, has reached 4,50,15, 083.

The death toll related to 
Covid cases in the country has 
risen to 5,33,371.

The new variant, JN.1 subvari-
ant is descendent of  the Omicron 
subvariant known as BA.2.86 or 
Pirola, with Kerala being the first 
state to report a case.

"A total of  511 cases of  the 
JN.1 series variant have been 
reported from 11 states till Janu-
ary 2. Karnataka has P-06

Navigating Challenges

Behind Kashmir’s Floating Heritage 
Lies A Tale Of Hardship, Livelihood

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: Beyond the 
breath-taking mirror of  
Dal Lake lies a hidden story 
etched in wood and vibrant 
colours.

Nestled amidst the beau-
tiful Dal Lake, serves as a 
canvas for the craftsman-
ship exhibited in the iconic 
Shikaras and houseboats 
that grace its waters.

The skilled artist whose 
families have meticulous-
ly crafted these wooden 

wonders for generations, 
Ghulam Nabi Kinzou, said, 
“I have been working in 
this craft for the last 25 to 
30 years. My father used 
to be involved in this craft, 
and after him, I took over 
this craft of  Shikaras and 
houseboat making. We 
have about 10 to 15 types 
of  Shikara made here, and 
it takes us about 20 days to 
make Shikara.”

“It is a time-consuming 
and hectic process but 
thanks to the Almighty 

Allah, work is good,” said 
Ghulam Nabi, adding, his 
workload is dependent on 
the tourism sector.

“We make our Shikaras 
from Deodar wood. It incurs 
huge expenses to shift our 
material here in the interi-
ors of  Dal Lake,” he said.

Speaking about govern-
ment support, he added that 
if rates are controlled, “it will 
be easy for us, and we can con-
tinue our work easily”.

“Though I am skilled in 
making both P-06
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT 

SHEEP HUSBANDRY OFFICER
NOWSHERA, SRINAGAR - 190011 Tele/FAX NO: 0194-2425954

email: dshosrinagar27@gmail.com

(TECHNICAL SECTION)
Subject:- Advisory for Sheep farmers.
In view of prolonged dry weather conditions prevailing in the 
valley the sheep farmers are grazing their livestock in the open 
fields and there is every apprehension of parasitic infection by 
immature Fasciola especially in low lying & marshy areas.
In view of the above., the sheep farmers are advised to administer 
Triclabendazole dosing to their Hocks in consultation with 
the staff of Sheep Husbandry Department to prevent parasitic 
infection among their flocks.
Further owing to frosty weather conditions, the farmers are 
advised to keep the flocks indoor during the morning hours & 
graze their flocks when the frost has melted
No: DSHQ/Sgr/Tech/2023-24/ 4053-60  District Sheep Husbandry officer
Dated: 03 -01-2024  SrinagarDIPK-14658-23

DT: 03/01/2024

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER POSHAN PROJECT KALAROOS
Email Id; cdpokalaroos@gmail.com

Selection list of Sanginis (Anganwadi Workers) of Poshan Project Kalaroos
In pursuance to Government order No. 103-JK (SWD) of 2023, Dated; 28-04-2023 followed by the approval from Mission Director Poshan J&K vide No. 
MD/Poshan/Estt/13200-13211, Dated 08.05.2023, an Advertisement Notice No. 03 of 2023, Dated 01-11-2023 was Issued by CDPO Kalaroos for 
selection of (01) Sangini (Anganwadi Worker) for Anganwadi Centre Thayan Gujran Old, of Poshan Project Kalaroos. In response to the said advertisement 
notice, 03 applications were received within cut-off date and merit list of candidate have been prepared as per criteria laid down vide Government 
order No. 103-JK(SWD) of 2023, Dated; 28-04-2023 and selection list have been framed on the basis on merit list annexed herewith as Annexure-A, 
comprising of 01 candidates selected as Sangini (Anganwadi Worker). The merit list of AWC Thayan Gujran Old,, Poshan Project Kalaroos is annexed 
herewith as Annexure-R. Roth selection list and merit list is hereby published for Information of general public for inviting appeal/objection if any. The 
appeal/objection if any against the said selection list shall be filled in the office of CDPO Kalaroos located at Main Bazaar Kalaroos against proper receipt 
by or before 10 - 01 -2024 up to 4;30 pm. No appeal/objection shall be entertained after expiry of the last date for filling appeal/objection.

Annexure-A
Selection List of Candidate for the. post of Sanginis (AWW) for Anganwadi Centre Thayan Gujran Old of Poshan Project Kalaroos under Advertisement 
Notice No. 03 of2023. Dated; 01-11-2023 

S. No

Name of the selected  
Candidate/Applicant  

with  Parentage/
Spouse Name

Residence 
(Panchayat 

and Ward No)
D.O.B Qualification

Marks 
obtained In 

10+2
Percentage

Additional two 
points In case 

of family of 
retiree AWW

Total Merit 
Points

Name of the 
AWC for which  

candidate Is 
selected

1
Shaesta Akhter D/O 
Mohmmad Sonawar 

Malik

Thayan Gujran 
Old (Ward No. 

06)
07-02-1998 10+2 357/500 71.40% Nil 71.40

Thayan Gujran 
Old

Annexure-B
Merit List of Candidates for the post of Sanginis (AWW] for Anganwadi Centre Khangund Old of Poshan Project Kalaroos in response to Advertisement 
Notice No. 03 of2023, Dated; 01-11-2023  

S. No

Name of the selected  
Candidate/Applicant  

with  Parentage/Spouse 
Name

Residence  
(Panchayat and 

Ward No)
D.O.B Qualification

Marks 
obtained In 

10+2
Percentage

Additional two 
points in case of 
family of retiree 

AWW

Total Merit 
Points

Name of the 
AWC

Remarks

1
Shaesta Akhter D/O 
Mohmmad Sonawar 

Malik

Thnyan Gujran Old 
(Ward No. 06)

07-02-1998 10+2 357/500 71.40% Nil 71.40
Thayan 

Gujran Old
Selected 

2.
Rubeena Bano W/O 

Shakoor Ahmad Malik
Thayan Gujran Old 

(Ward No. 06)
18-09-1989 10+2 372/750 49.60 Nil 49.60

Thayan 
Gujran Old

Waiting

3
Parveena Bano D/O 
Mohommad Gafoor 

Malik

Thayan Gujran Old 
(Ward No. 06)

16-02-2002 10+2 290/500 58.00 Nil 58.00
Thayan 

Gujran Old
Waiting

CDPO/ICDS/Klr/24/793-803 Child Development Project Office 
Dated; -01-2024  Poshan Project Kalaroos

DIPK-14650-23
DT: 03/01/2024

DC Ganderbal presides over 
Block Diwas in Manigam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In an 
endeavor to take firsthand 
appraisal of  the communi-
ty issues, the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ganderbal, 
Shyambir Wednesday pre-
sided over a Block Diwas 
at Govt. Hr. Sec. School 
Manigam.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Simnani, Chief  Planning 
Officer, Irfan Giri, Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment, Dr Bashir Ahmad, 

Tehsildar Lar and other 
officers from concerned 
line departments, public 
representatives and locals 
participated in the Block 
Diwas.

During the event, resi-
dents of  block Lar raised 
several developmental 
concerns and grievances 
with the concerned offi-
cers. These issues include 
upgradation of  Anderwan 
road, commissioning of  
Vocational Training Centre 
at Chountwaliwar, NOC for 
construction of  boundary 
wall of  Haripora School, 

development of  playground 
alongside other pressing 
community issues.

Speaking during the 
occasion, the DC said that 
Block Diwas programmes 
serve as a vital link 
between the administra-
tion and people to direct-
ly gather insights into 
local concerns from the 
public, allowing for on-site 
assessments and facilitat-
ing a comprehensive and 
prompt resolution pro-
cess. Besides, make people 
aware about the Govern-
ment schemes so that 

they are able to avail their 
benefits meant for overall 
well-being of  the general 
masses, he added.

Meanwhile, various 
departments like Agricul-
ture, District Employment, 
Horticulture and others 
apprised the participants 
about the beneficiary ori-
ented and self-employment 
schemes available and 
were urged to take benefit 
of  such schemes as per eli-
gibility which have been 
launched with the purpose 
to improve socio-economic 
condition of  people.

DC B'pora presides over Mega 

Public Darbar in Naidkhai
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: District 
Administration Bandipora 
on Wednesday organised a 
public darbar cum griev-
ance redressal camp at 
Markundal Naidkhai area 
of  Sumbal Subdivision to 
get first hand appraisal 
of  various issues faced by 
local people and other adja-
cent areas.

The public darbar was 
presided over by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Dr Owais Ahmed, 
and was attended by 
ADDC Bandipora Moham-
mad Ashraf  Hakak, SDM 
Sumbal Aamir Choudhary, 
Exen R&B and Exen Jal 
Shakti Department.

The programme was 
also attended by DDCs, 
BDCs, PRIs and officers 
from Police and civil 
administration besides the 
general public.

On the occasion, the 
general public and PRIs 
put forth various demands 
relating to improvement 
of  roads, drinking water 

supply, upgradation of  
schools, basic facilities in 
educational institutions, 
availability of  teachers, 
transportation, health, 
children’s park, availabil-
ity of  tourist huts etc.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Owais said that 
holding public interaction 
programs enables admin-
istration to have an on 
spot appraisal of  develop-

mental programs besides 
other welfare initiatives, 
schemes run by various 
departments relating to 
all sectors.

Related to road con-
struction work, Dr. Owais 
asked people to submit 
the proposal in the Gram 
Panchayat meetings in 
cooperation with PRIs, 
and further decisions will 
be taken.

The DC said construc-
tion of  water supply 
schemes besides upgra-
dation of  water supply 
schemes under JJM and 
all other basic facilities are 
going on in full swing in the 
district for the welfare of  
the general public.

Dr. Owais directed 
health officials to ensure 
basic facilities in all the 
health institutions falling 
within the region, espe-
cially keeping in view the 
ongoing winter season.

Most of  the problems 
were resolved on the spot, 
whereas for rest, con-
cerned departments were 
given instructions for 
redressal on priority.

The DC, on the occasion, 
urged the public to cooper-
ate with administration and 
submit all requirements 
pertaining to their areas in 
consultation with PRIs.

While ensuring proper 
disposal of  the concerns 
raised by the people, the DC 
said that district adminis-
tration is committed to the 
welfare of  people.

SMC covers Bemina West under VBSY
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Srinagar 
Municipal Corporation 
(SMC) Wednesday expand-
ed its reach to Bemina West 
of  Srinagar City under the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra (VBSY) initiative of  
Government of  India.

On the occasion, the 
IEC Van was welcomed 
by the Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, 

Ajaz Assad and Joint 
Commissioner SMC, 
Riyaz Ahmad Shah to 
encompass events in 
Bemina West, marking a 
significant milestone in 
the Corporation's efforts 
to engage with the gen-
eral public within its 
jurisdiction.

Representatives from 
designated departments 
have actively participated 
in the VBSY events, utiliz-

ing the platform to eluci-
date the core objectives and 
procedural intricacies of  
their respective schemes.

The primary aim of  
this concerted effort is to 
bridge information gaps 
and ensure that citizens 
are well-informed about 
the multitude of  benefits 
and assistance programs 
made by the Govern-
ment of  India available 
to them.

Block Diwas

DC presides over grievances 
redressal camp in Kulgam

Massive demolition drive 

held in Kangan areas

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Continuing the 
endeavors to ensure early 
redressal of  grievances and 
issues of people at their door 
steps, the District Adminis-
tration Kulgam Wednesday 
organized public outreach 
programmes as part of  
weekly Block Diwas in 
three blocks of  the district 
viz. Devsar, Kulgam and 
D.H Pora.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Dr.Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din 
Bhat took appraisal of  
issues of  people in griev-
ances redressal camp held 
at Kulgam.

The grievance redressal 
programme witnessed par-
ticipation of  people from 
Khaloora, Qaimoo Nai-
basti, Hadigam, Shouch, 
Khandipora, Mohammad-
pora, Liroo, Mirhama, 
Kakran and other areas 
who  put forth various 
developmental and welfare 
demands before the chair.

PRI members from vari-

ous areas also projected 
developmental demands 
of  their areas.

Officers and heads of  
departments responded to 
the queries and grievances 
of  the people pertaining 
to their departments and 
intimated them about vari-
ous welfare schemes and 
ongoing developmental 
projects.

The DC after giving 
patient hearing to the 
public issues raised during 
the camp addressed some 
grievances of  the immedi-
ate nature on the spot and 
assured to take rest with 
the concerned quarters for 
their timely redressal.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC urged the 
people to make judicious 
use of  electricity.

ADC Viqar Ahmed Giri, 
ACR Imtiyaz Ul Aziz, JDP 
Zahid Sajjad, ACD Moham-
mad Imran, ACP Sharjeel 
Ali and other district offi-
cers and officials were 
also present in grievances 
redressal camp.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: On the 
directions of  Deputy Com-
missioner Ganderbal, a 
massive demolition drive 
was conducted Wednesday 
against illegal construc-
tions at Margund, Satrina 
and Doctors Colony Plang 
during which various 
structures were razed to 
the ground.

The demolition drive 
was headed by SDM 
Kangan along with the 
Executive Engineer I&FC, 
Tehsildar Kangan and SHO 
Kangan.

The District Adminis-

tration has initiated action 
against the offenders who 
have raised structures ille-
gally along Sindh Nallah 
and other places in the 
district.

District Administra-
tion Ganderbal has asked 
people not to indulge in 

illegal construction activi-
ties and encroachments as 
violators would be dealt 
strictly under law besides 
all encroachments which 
have been raised illegally 
will be demolished and no 
such construction will be 
allowed in the district.

VBSY programme empowers public 

engagement in Shadimarg
GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: In a significant 
community-driven initiative, 
the Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra cum Block Diwas pro-
gramme was Wednesday 
conducted at the Children 
Park in Nikas, Block Shadi-
marg of  Pulwama.

The event witnessed the 
participation of  Additional 
District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Pulwa-
ma, Dr. Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
along with District and 
Sectoral officers.

Commencing with the 
playing of  a recorded 
message from the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister on Viksit 

Bharat, the programme 
resonated with the commu-
nity highlighting the Gov-
ernment's commitment to 
development.

It was emphasized that 
the central focus of  the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra is saturating Gov-
ernment schemes to reach 
every individual.

During the programme, 
various Government 
departments presented 
insights into their initia-
tives and how citizens 
could benefit from their 
schemes. Attendees had 
the opportunity to articu-
late their grievances, lead-
ing to on-the-spot redressal 

by concerned departments.
Reaffirming the impor-

tance of  such initiatives, 
the chair underscored 
their role in bridging the 
gap between the govern-
ment and the public.

In conclusion, the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra cum 
Block Diwas Programme in 
Block Shadimarg exempli-
fied the Government's com-
mitment to transparent gov-
ernance, public engagement, 
and efficient redressal of  
citizen concerns. These pro-
active initiatives play a vital 
role in ensuring the effective 
implementation of  Govern-
ment schemes and services 
at the grassroots level.

DC G'bal chairs review meeting of DHS
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Ganderbal, Shyambir 
Wednesday presided over 
a crucial meeting of  the 
District Health Society at 
Conference Hall of  Mini 
Secretariat, here to address 
and strategize key health-
care initiatives within the 
district.

At the outset, detailed 
discussion was held on var-
ious agenda points includ-
ing repair and renovation 
Works of Ayushman Arogya 
Mandir, pending electricity 
and water connections of  
Health Institutions, imple-
mentation of  WIFS pro-
gramme, creation of Golden 
cards of  left out population, 
organizing of  Yoga ses-
sion in Ayushman Arogya 
Mandir, implementation of  
Kayakalp, NQAS, approval 
for civil work of  Skill Lab 
approved under NHM and 
saturation of  ABHA Cards.

During the meeting, 
the DC emphasized the 
importance of  collabora-
tive efforts in enhancing 
healthcare services. Dis-
cussions revolved around 
bolstering healthcare 
infrastructure, optimizing 

resources, and implement-
ing effective public health 
programs.

The CMO Ganderbal 
informed that the estima-
tions for 13 works have 
been submitted for the ten-
dering process for which 
the DC directed the R&B 
department to ensure the 
tendering process is initi-
ated at an earliest.

While discussing water 
and electricity facilities in 
health institutions of  the 
district, the DC directed 
the concerned BMOs to 
ensure such facilities are 
available in all health facil-
ities falling under their 
jurisdictions.

Regarding the Weekly 
Iron Folic Acid Supple-

mentation (WIFAS) pro-
gramme, the Programme 
Officer ICDS was asked to 
start administration of  IFA 
tablets among the children 
in all AWCs of  the district.

While discussing the 
strategy for creation of  
Golden cards and ABHA 
cards of  the left out popu-
lation, the DC directed 
to carry a joint survey 
through ASHAs taking 
help of  FCS&CA so that 
target is achieved at an 
earliest.

The meeting was 
informed that Skill Lab has 
been approved under NHM 
in the district which shall 
be established at MMC 
Wayil. The CMO informed 
that equipment is available 

for establishing the lab 
besides DPR of  Rs 20 lakh 
is also approved. The DC 
directed her that all works 
shall be taken as per the 
guidelines.

He said that collabora-
tive efforts are expected to 
contribute significantly to 
elevating the overall health 
standards in Ganderbal.

The meeting also 
explored innovative 
approaches to tackle prev-
alent health challenges 
within the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Assistant Commis-
sioner Development, Pro-
gram Officer ICDS, CMO 
Ganderbal, MS District 
Hospital, BMOs and other 
concerned officials.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
OFFICER ICDS PROJECT BATWARA

Subject: Publication of ward wise merit list of female candidates for selection as Anganwadi Helpers/Sahayikas, objections if any thereby.
1) Whereas in light of the H R Policy issued vide Government order No: 222-JK (SWD) Of 2022 dated 30.11.2022.Nine (09 ) No. Of 

vacancies of Anganwadi Helpers were  Identified in Poshan Project Batwara in the phase 2nd ) of 2023.
2)  Whereas an advertisement notice   bearing No:10 of 2023  dated  09 10.2023 was published  in prominent local dailies to invite 

application from desirous Female candidates residing in respective wards as per the eligibility.
3) Whereas in response to said advertisement notice 02 applications  have been received by this office till lock date only against  

09 vacancies and no application form was  received in respect of 07 vacancies  which shall be re-advertised  in 3rd phase of 
recruitment .

4) Whereas a selection/ merit list has been framed ward wise on the basis of Marks percentage secured by candidate in 10th class 
examinations and the said merit /selection list was put before selection committee for approval and publication.

Now therefore in view of above the  ward wise merit/selection list forming annexure to this letter of female candidates who have applied 
for the post of Anganwadi  Helper/Sahayika  is hereby published in local dailies to invite objections if any regarding merit of the candidate 
and being the resident of the ward  from the general public within a period of 05 days. No objection shall be entertained after the expiry 
of stipulated time period and said merit list shall be considered final for the selection of Anganwadi Helper and engagement order shall 
be issued as per the order of merit with fulfilment of other requirements as per HR policy.
No:   ICDS/Btw./2023/  Child Development Project Officer,
Dated: .01.2024  Poshan Project Batwara.

OFFICE OF THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OFFICER ICDS PROJECT BATWARA
Subject: Merit / Selection list of female candidates for engagemment as AW Helpers/(Sahayikas during 2nd phase 
2023 .Adv.Notice No 10.0f.2023 dated 9.10.2023 URBA

S.No

Name and No 
of Electoral 

Ward/panch 
ward

No.of  
vacancies  
advertised

Name of AWC
Name of  

candidate  with  
parenage

Residence Date of 
Birth Qualification

Maxi mum 
Marks in  

10th

Marks 
ob-

tained

1 Ward 04 
Dalgate 1 Rasgaritaing

Tahira Bano D/o 
Mohd Ashraf 

Kumar

Buchwara 
Dalgate

01.01.199 
5 12th 500 204

2 Ward 07 
Rajbagh 2 Pathan Bagh Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

3 Jamia Musjid Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

4 Ward 06 
Lalchowk 1 Abi Guzar 

lalchowk Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

5 Ward 02  Ish-
ber  Nishat 1 Dod Mohallla 

Shalimar Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

6 Ward 08 
Ikhrajpora 1 Ikhrajpora Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

Subject: Merit / Selection list of female candidates for engagemment as AW Helpers/(Sahayikas during 2nd phase 
2023 Adv. Notice No: 10.0f.2023 dated: 09..1.23 RURAL

S.No
Name and No of 
Electoral Ward/

panch ward

No.of  
vacancies  
advertised

Name of 
AWC

Name of  
candidate  with  

parenage
Residence Date of 

Birth
Qualific 

ation

Maxi mum 
Mark s in  

10th

Marks 
obtained

1
Panchayat  

Halqa  Saidpora  
Panchward  09

1 Mureender 
Bagh A

Shaheena  
Rehman  W/o  
Waheed  Ah-

mad  Gojri

Gojri 
Mohalla 

Mureender 
Bagh

05.01.199 
6 12th 500 206

Subject: Merit /selection list of female candidates for engagemment as AW Helpers/(Sahayikas during 2nd phase 
2023 Advt Notice No: 10.0f.2023 dated: 09.10.23 CANTONMENT

S.No
Name and No of 
Electoral Ward/

panch ward

No.of  
vacancies  
advertised

Name of AWC
Name of  can-

didate  with  
parenage

Residence Date of 
Birth

Qualifica-
tion

Maxi mum 
Marks in  

10th

Marks 
obtained

1 Ward 05 Canton-
ment 1 Mandoo Mo-

halla Sonwar Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

2 Ward 04 Canton-
ment 1 Jamia Musjid Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil

DIPK-14670-23  Child Dev.Project Officer Poshan
DT: 03/01/2024 Batwara

RC LOST
I, Reyaz Ahmad Dand S/O Ghulam Hassan Dand lost 
RC somewhere in Sopore, Bearing Registration No 
JK05B 9308. In this regard I'm applying for a duplicate 
one, anyone having any objection shall consult ARTO 
Baramulla, HQ Sopore within a period of seven days, 
after that, no objection shall be entertained.

Reyaz Ahmad Dand
S/O Ghulam Hassan Dand
R/O Badam Bagh, Sopore

Two remote Villages of 
Keran get grid connectivity 
for first time in 75 years
People hail the efforts of DC Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA:  It was a 
moment of  joy for the 1300 
souls of  remote villages  
Kundiyan and Patroo of  
Keran along the line of  
control (LOC) in Kupwara 
district, as their villages 
for the first time got elec-
tricity supply (through 
grid connectivity).

Two Sub Stations of  250 
KV (33kv/440 volts) were 
completed under Samirdh 
Seema Yojan (SSY) by 
KPDCL Electric Division 
Kupwara, electrifying the 
villages, ending the long 
wait of  the residents.

Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir, Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri inaugu-
rated it yesterday.

Residents were ecstatic, 
they had strong reason 
to be happy, some even 
shrieked in joy on wit-
nessing the electricity 
illuminating their houses,   
thanks to the efforts of  
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan.

Happiness of  the vil-
lagers was evident, as 
they had gathered at Kun-
dian to receive the Deputy 
Commissioner, who visited 
these villages to interact 
with locals.

DC on reaching Patroo 

and Kundian congratulat-
ed the people and PRIs for 
getting grid connectivity 
for the first time. She said 
that it is a job well done. 
Everything was done in 
mission mode. From Offi-
cers to Line men of  PDD, 
Local PRIs and concerned 
contractors, all have con-
tributed in timely comple-
tion of  this electrification 
project which was handed 
over to people in a record 
time of  two months. It is a 
big achievement and tes-
timony of  transformation 
down at the grassroots 

level as only two months 
ago approval and alloca-
tion of  this project was 
made.

The DC further said that 
the road stretch from Dutt 
Bridge to Keran has been 
handed over to Beacon and 
work on it will be started. 
She said that by the end of  
this year all the villages of  
Keran will get saturated by 
the BSNL mobile network.

DC added Airtel and Jio 
companies will be roped in 
for providing and enhanc-
ing cell phone connectivity 
to the area.

Chairperson, BDC 
Keran, Mohammad Syed 
Khoja while expressing 
his gratitude to District 
Administration Kupwara 
said that District Admin-
istration led by Deputy 
Commissioner Kupwara 
deserves all the apprecia-
tion for getting the villages 
electrified in a short span 
of  just two months. He said 
that for the residents here 
it is like a dream come true. 
We used to receive 2 to 3 
hours of  low voltage power 
through a decade old Diesel 
Generator Set (DG Set) 
which could hardly light 
up a bulb. We were using 
candles to lighten our 
homes. Now our children 
will study under electric 
lights and perform well.”

On the occasion, Locals 
hailing the efforts of  DC 
Kupwara said the hard 
work of  the District Admin-
istration has paid off  and 
their remote villages have 
got electric supply.

Commanding Of f i -
cer, 6 RR, Lt. Col Har-
shad Saini, OC Beacon, 
V.V Sharma, Tehsildar 
Keran, Omer Bashir, 
EXen PDD Javid Ahmad, 
AEE PDD, Latief, AEE, 
STD  Sohail Nisar, PRIs 
and a large number of  
people of  the area were 
present on the occasion.

Taking Article 370 case to SC was a 

blunder: Altaf Bukhari
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Apni Party 
President Altaf  Bukhari 
has criticised the local 
political parties for what 
he said making a blunder 
by taking Article 370 abro-
gation case to the Supreme 
Court, as the issue “was 
political and should have 
been resolved politically.”

“The decision was 
unfortunate and against 
the expectations of  people 
of  Jammu & Kashmir. We 
believe Supreme Court is 
a temple of  justice, so we 
have to go with the decision 
it pronounced. We have to 
accept it,” Bukhari said.

“We willingly or unwill-
ingly made a huge blunder 
to take Article 370 to the 
Supreme Court and helped 
those who were chasing it 

to scrap. If  we had political 
roadmap on it, we would 
have done better but we 
lacked on this front and so 
lost the case.”

Bukhari, who was a 
finance minister in the 
PDP-BJP coalition gov-
ernment, said the region-
al political parties have 
“befooled us enough” on 
Article 370. “They were 
playing political cards 
and making people realize 

they will give their blood 
and sweat in its protection. 
Why didn’t they make it 
permanent in last seventy-
years?” he asked.

“Many governments 
come and go and many 
politicians as well, but 
Article 370 remained 
unresolved (temporary) 
till its last breath. Why 
these politicians didn’t 
ensure it during 1987 
accord? Why it was not 
done in 2014 when they 
form coalition with BJP, 
who was against this pro-
vision since its beginning. 
Why they left it unat-
tended in these times? If  
National Conference (NC) 
is responsible for weaken-
ing Article 370, similarly 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) is equally responsi-
ble for their wrongdoings 

it committed with the spe-
cial status in their times. 
They all played emotional 
politics on it and made 
people fool enough,” he 
said.

Bukhari said that the 
people of  J&K should 
extend their support to 
his party in the elections 
so that “we will bring back 
snatched rights”.

“Local political parties 
did enough blackmail of  
our people in past seventy-
years and didn’t ensure 
a single right for them. 
Although there is a provi-
sion that after fifteen-years 
any outsider can get domi-
cile of  J&K for land and 
jobs, but I assure you once 
we come to power, we will 
stretch this time period 
from 15 to 30 years,” he 
said.(KNS)

‘Battle’ against spurious fertilizers 

will continue: Director Agri
Authorities mulling PSA against those involved in counterfeit fertilizers

WARIS FAYAZ

SRINAGAR: Director Agri-
culture, Kashmir, Choud-
hary Mohammad Iqbal on 
Wednesday warned of strin-
gent measures against those 
selling spurious fertilizers 
in the valley, urging people 
to report such elements.

The director said the 
department said the depart-
ment is committed to pro-
tecting the agriculture 
industry’s interests and 
would not allow such ele-
ments to deceive innocent 
growers and farmers.

“We will take tough 
action against them,” he 
said, adding that the “battle” 
against duplicate spurious 

fertilizers will continue.
Encouraging community 

members and farmers to 
report any suspicious activi-
ties related to fertilizer sales, 
Iqbal reiterated the commit-
ment to ensuring the avail-
ability of  genuine inputs 
(fertilizers, pesticides, seeds) 
to the farmers of  Kashmir.

“We encourage details 
about suppliers or dealers 
suspected of dealing in dupli-
cate or spurious fertilizers. 
Confidentiality will be main-
tained to ensure the safety of  
those reporting,” the Direc-
tor Agriculture assured.

The department recently 
confiscated around 620 bags 
of  duplicate spurious fertil-
izers in Sopore and Kulgam 

during raids. Choudhary 
Iqbal said they traced the 
consignment from Rajast-
han and successfully seized 
it, particularly referencing 
the Sopore seizure.

The recent raids, the 
President of  the Fruit Grow-
ers and Dealers Association, 
Fayaz Ahmed Malik, called 
for robust action against 
dealers involved in the sale 
of  spurious fertilizers.

Expressing deep concern 
over the detrimental impact 
on the agricultural sector, 
he said these unscrupu-
lous individuals threaten to 
undermine Kashmir’s vital 
industry.

Malik, who heads Asia's 
second-largest Fruit Mandi 

in Sopore, said the agricul-
ture industry is the back-
bone of  the economy, and 
compromising its integrity 
by selling spurious fertiliz-
ers is disheartening. “There 
is a need for immediate and 
decisive action, including 
the implementation of  the 
Public Safety Act (PSA) 
against those found guilty 
of  distributing counterfeit 
fertilizers,” he said.

“We are actively collabo-
rating with authorities to 
identify and penalize those 
responsible, as the Public 
Safety Act will act as a 
strong deterrent against the 
elements involved in illicit 
activities in the agriculture 
sector,” Fayaz added—(KNO)

Commissioner State Taxes chairs 
departmental review meeting
Exhorts officers for robust action 
against tax evasion cases

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Commissioner 
State Taxes, Dr. Rashmi 
Singh, Wednesday called 
upon the officers of  Jammu 
division to take timely and 
robust action against cases 
of  tax evasion and ensure 
compliance to tax law 
across the Union Terri-
tory of  Jammu and Kash-
mir through optimization 
of  data analytics and field 
intervention.

The Commissioner made 
these remarks while chair-
ing departmental review 
meeting of  the State Tax 
Officers of  Jammu Division 
here today.

Addressing the officers 
during the meeting, the 
Commissioner commended 
the department for suc-
cessful completion of  audit 
cases overcoming several 
challenges. She asked the 
officers to undertake multi-
faceted revenue recov-
ery efforts at the earliest, 
assuring officers of  any 
inter-departmental support 
required for the same. Dr. 
Rashmi Singh directed the 
enforcement wings to inten-
sify their field actions and 
take appropriate measure to 
curb undervaluation with 
special focus on outer and 
remote areas.

Underlining the massive 
infrastructural expansion 
undertaken by government 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir with several under 
construction national 
projects, the Commission-
er directed officers to pay 
special attention on work 
contract and construction 
sector within specific areas 
of  project to ensure com-
pliance and augmentation 
of  UT revenue.

The Commissioner 
advocated for joint efforts 
with other departments to 
make sure that payments 
of  non-compliant dealers 
are not released by DDOs 
of  various departments. 

She also stressed upon 
the need for wider public-
ity of  recent government 
circular regarding release 
of  payments by the DDOs. 
She further directed the 
field officers to undertake 
field inspections and ensure 
compliance by hotels, ban-
quets, restaurants and 
adopt innovative approach-
es to identify tax evasions.

“Department is under-
taking multiple IT interven-
tions in this direction, one 
such initiative is installation 
of  RFID readers at uncov-
ered locations to keep check 
on tax evaders”, she said.

Dr. Rashmi Singh fur-
ther said that tax officers 
should facilitate the honest 
taxpayers and chase the 
evaders and expressed her 
confidence that officers will 
adopt all necessary mea-
sures by taking assistance 
of  business intelligence 
inputs for ensuring that the 
department achieves the 
required revenue target to 
the fullest.

During the meeting, 
Additional Commissioner 
State Taxes (Administra-
tion & Enforcement), Nam-
rita Dogra, apprised the 
Commissioner of  various 
departmental activities and 
presented circle wise report 
on successful completion of  
scrutiny and audit of  tax-
payers for the financial year 
2017-18. She stated that State 
Taxes Department has com-
pleted audit and scrutiny 
for the FY 2017-18 and has 
in the process been able to 
identify substantial amount 
of  unrealized revenue.

The Additional Commis-
sioner reiterated that there 
is a positive growth in GST 
collections during the year 
in the UT of J&K stating that 
more than 30% growth has 
been seen over the compara-
tive period last year and the 
overall growth in the SGST 
cash component has shown 
a healthy upward swing of  
around 28.26%.

DGP sanctions Rs 3.72 cr special 
welfare relief, welfare loan

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Continuing 
with its endeavor to pro-
vide financial assistance 
to the families/NoK of  the 
deceased police personnel, 
the Director General of  
Police (DGP) R.R. Swain 
Wednesday sanctioned Rs 
2.20 crore as Special Wel-
fare Relief  in favour of  
dependents, legal heirs of  10 
deceased police personnel.

As per a statement 
issued, a police spokesman 
said that the DGP has also 
sanctioned over Rupees 1.51 
crore welfare loans in favour 
of  119 serving police person-
nel to meet their immediate 
financial needs and Rs 02 
lakh financial assistance 
in favour of  Nok of 02 mar-
tyred Police officials.

The special welfare relief  
of  Rupees 22 lakh each has 
been sanctioned in favour 
of  dependents/legal heirs 
of  deceased police person-
nel SI Ab Hamid, ASI Sukh 
Dev Singh, HC Mohammad 
Yaseen, HC Ichpaul Sing, 
HC Mohd Sadeeq, HC kamal 
Kishore SgCt. Daya Kishan, 
SgCt Kuldeep Singh, Ct Bilal 
Ahmad and follower Altaf  
Hussain who passed away 
while in service.

Out of  this amount (spe-
cial welfare relief) rupees 
one lakh each has already 
been paid to the families/
NoK for performing the last 
rites as immediate relief  
by the PHQ through their 
concerned units/Districts. 
The financial assistance has 
been given out of  Contribu-

tory Police Welfare Fund.
Welfare loan of Rupees 42 

lakh has been sanctioned in 
favour of  42 police person-
nel for self  marriage. While 
as Rupees 1.50 lakh each has 
been sanctioned in favour of  
63 police personnel to meet 
the expenses of  the mar-
riage of  their sons/daugh-
ters. 11 police personnel 
have been provided welfare 
loan of  rupees 1.5 lakh each 
for higher/professional edu-
cation of  their wards.

While as rupees one 
lakh has been sanctioned 
in favour of  one police per-
sonal for the technical edu-
cation of  his son. Rupees 
50 thousand each has been 
sanctioned in favour of  two 
police personnel for circum-
cision/Akhandpath of  his 
ward.

The welfare loan sanc-
tioned to the Police per-
sonnel is refundable and 
is recovered in monthly 
installments from their sal-
aries without any interest. 
Besides, the DGP has also 
sanctioned rupees one lakh 
each in favour of  Nok of  
martyr Ct. Mushtaq Ahmad 
& Ct Raj Kumar as financial 
assistance for marriage cer-
emonies of  their daughters.

Police Headquarters is 
running many schemes for 
the welfare of  its personnel 
and their families. There 
are also schemes for the 
wards of  Police personnel 
and SPOs. Besides, there are 
schemes for the Nok of mar-
tyrs, their wards and also 
for the retired Police per-
sonnel and their spouses. 

Dir Agri reviews progress on 
establishment of Aromatic 
Plants farm in Verinag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, 
Chowdhury Mohammad 
Iqbal Wednesday visited 
Verinag and reviewed the 
progress on the work of  
establishing a Medicinal 
and Aromatic plants farm, 
there.

Addressing officers, 
Director Agriculture 
said that quality/ quan-
tity of  the work should 
be maintained during 
the execution of  different 
works. He highlighted 
the importance of  coor-
dination among different 
executing agencies for the 
successful completion of  
the work.

Iqbal reiterated the 
department's commitment 
to promote the cultivation 
of  aromatic and medicinal 
plants across the Kash-
mir division. He said that 
owing to the diverse agro-
climatic condition of  the 
region there is a huge 
scope for aromatic and 
medicinal plants.

Director Agriculture 
said that under HADP 
special attention has been 
paid/ approved for the 
development of  aromatic 
and medicinal plants. He 
said that Kashmir being 
one of  the best tourist 
destinations in the coun-
try has immense oppor-
tunities for aromatic and 
medicinal plants.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Prolonged Dry Spell

M
uch as we hate to write this, 
the Kashmir valley is under 
a prolonged dry spell. It is 
foggy in mornings, remaining 
that way for a few hours till a 

dull sun breaks the monotony leading up to 
an unusually pleasant day before setting to 
lead up to chilly evenings. However, amidst 
all this we are missing one important detail 
which is that it is not snowing enough to 
refill the glaciers and make our winter picnic 
resorts to have a proper wintry resort look.
The visitors who visited Gulmarg for Christ-
mas and New Year celebrations have made 
numerous vlogs describing displeasure at 
the lack of proper snow in the highest tour-
isty place in Kashmir. It must be borne in 
mind that Gulmarg has its exclusivity only 
because of huge snowfall in winters as the 
hoteliers up the prices as the operation's 
food & beverages and heat gadgets are 
expensive. A visit to Gulmarg is often many 
times more costly as compared to a visit to 
Pahalgam or Doodhpathri as it is a highland 
meadow right at the altitude where it is usu-
ally sub-zero even at day time.
Tourists these days have access to the inter-
net and make vlogs about their stay which 
reaches to their millions of followers world-
wide. Now, this is a double-edged sword. 
The news about the lack of enough snow-
fall has spread like wildfire and one should 
not be surprised if a few trip cancellations 
happen in the days to come.
Coming to the spring and summer of 2024, 
if the snow does not fall in January proper 
and the glaciers do not get refilled in time 
then we can expect low water levels in the 
major rivers, rivulets, and tributaries. This 
can impact our tourism, agriculture, and 
more importantly, it can severely impact 
power production.
Also, the fact that we would be witnessing 
huge footfall of tourists in 2024 due to rail 
connectivity between Srinagar and Jammu 
which can start any day from now, the lack 
of efficient water supply in urban areas can 
trigger an avoidable crisis.
The government setup must take immedi-
ate plan rescheduling and make amends 
if it does not snow for the remaining days 
of January. We are hopeful that the current 
government establishment can take note of 
this and spawn immediate remedial mea-
sures without any further delay. 

. . .Explained

Why B'desh Court Sentenced 
Nobel Prize Winner To Jail?

M A HOSSAIN

T
he recent adjudication of  Dr. 
Muhammad Yunus in the 
Labor Court stands as a semi-
nal moment in the judicial 
annals of  Bangladesh.  Over 

the decades, he has consistently com-
manded a conspicuous global presence, 
drawing the attention of  international 
media, luminaries, and dignitaries, while 
self-promoting as the 'savior of  the poor' 
and the 'father of  microcredit'.  Notably, 
some Western leaders, including former 
US First Lady Hillary Clinton, praised 
Yunus, in part because of  his significant 
contributions to the Clinton Foundation.  
Despite accusations against Yunus of  
trapping millions of  Bangladesh's poor 
in a spiral of  debt through Grameen 
Bank and other microfinance initiatives, 
he is celebrated globally as a microfi-
nance pioneer and founder of  Grameen 
Bank, though his alleged exploitation of  
the poor has been largely ignored.  The 
audacity exhibited by the Bangladesh 
Awami League government in eschewing 
the disapprobation of the Western powers 
has engendered a palpable commotion in 
the international sphere.

However, lately — beneath the sur-
face, a series of  controversies have 
marred the reputation of  Yunus, his 
brainchild Grameen Bank, and its affili-
ated organizations, Grameen Telecom 
and Grameen Kalyan.

One of the primary accusations facing 
Yunus and his affiliated entities revolves 
around financial irregularities, including 
tax evasion, embezzlement, and the misap-
propriation of funds from various affiliate 
organizations. The specific case involving 
Grameen Telecom, where a legal obligation 
to share 5 percent of profits with employees 
allegedly went unfulfilled, resulted in a case 
filed under Sections 4, 7, 8, 117, and 234 of  
the Labor Act in Bangladesh. This high-
lights the serious legal implications and 
underscores the need for a comprehensive 
investigation.

The involvement of  106 Nobel Lau-
reates, urging Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina to halt legal pro-
ceedings against Yunus, adds a layer of  
complexity to the situation. While the 
laureates may argue that Yunus is being 
persecuted, critics maintain that this 
international support ignores the con-
stitutional limits and may inadvertently 
undermine the rule of  law.

Bangladesh's government commit-
tee's findings in 2011, revealing rule 
breaches and fund misuse, further 

stress the importance of  an unbiased 
examination of  the allegations.

Another significant point of  conten-
tion arises from the alleged manipu-
lation of  Grameen Bank's ownership 
structure. Originally, members owned 
60 percent of  the shares, with the gov-
ernment holding the remaining 40 per-
cent. However, investigations indicate 
that a 1986 amendment shifted the bal-
ance, giving 75 percent of  the shares to 
the members and only 25 percent to the 
government. This apparent violation 
of  Section 7 of  the Grameen Ordinance 
raises questions about the transparency 
and legality of  such changes.

Legal experts in Bangladesh argue 
that the increase in paid-up capital by 
Grameen Bank lacks proper authori-
zation. According to them, the power 
to increase paid-up capital rests solely 
with the government, and any unilat-
eral action by the bank may constitute 
a breach of  the law. The absence of  
documented evidence showcasing gov-
ernment authorization for the increase 
raises concerns about the adherence to 
legal procedures within Grameen Bank.

The process surrounding the appoint-
ment of  Muhammad Yunus as the 
Managing Director of  Grameen Bank 
has also come under intense scrutiny. 
While the initial appointment by the 
government followed due processes, 
subsequent amendments shifted the 
responsibility to the Board of  Direc-
tors. However, discrepancies in Yunus's 
appointment, including exceeding the 
age limit set by government employ-
ment rules, cast doubt on the legitimacy 
of  his tenure. The violation of  service 
rules, particularly the alleged absence 
of  preapproval from Bangladesh Bank, 
adds another layer to the controversy.

Yunus's classification as a public 

servant, as defined by the Bangladesh 
Penal Code, adds a legal dimension 
to the controversies. The 2011 review 
committee identified several breaches 
of  service terms, including frequent 
absence, unauthorized foreign travel, 
and the acceptance of  funds without 
proper permissions. The alleged con-
cealment of  Yunus's position while 
establishing affiliated ventures abroad 
further complicates the narrative.

The controversies surrounding Muham-
mad Yunus, Grameen Bank, and Grameen 
Telecom present a tangled web of finan-
cial, legal, and ethical issues. While media 
and international support may cast Yunus 
as a victim, the evidence suggests a more 
nuanced reality. The intertwining of finan-
cial irregularities, ownership structure 
manipulation, and appointment contro-
versies demands a thorough and impartial 
investigation. As these allegations con-
tinue to capture global attention, the need 
for accountability and adherence to legal 
processes remains paramount to ensure 
justice prevails over influential affiliations 
and international support.

Yunus strategically showcased Jobra 
village and the narrative of  Sufia as 
exemplary success tales, gaining signifi-
cant international attention. Dr. Yunus 
got the Nobel Peace Prize in 2006 for his 
role as a 'pioneer' of  microcredit, and 
he exhibited Sufia's name as a symbol 
of  success, though, unbeknownst to 
many, Sufia had succumbed to extreme 
poverty. Sufia, the first borrower from 
Grameen Bank, struggled after her hus-
band's death, working in vegetables to 
sustain her family. Despite paying back 
loans, she never recovered her deposit. 
Danish journalist Tom Heinemann, inter-
nationally acclaimed, along with Weekly 
Blitz, unveiled the authentic narrative of  
Sufia's family, revealing their impover-

ished existence in makeshift huts. One 
of her daughters suffered a mental break-
down due to economic hardships and the 
burden of  loans. Later, Yunus promised 
of  financial assistance to Sufia’s family, 
but his unfulfilled promises and mislead-
ing representations further highlight the 
stark contrast between the acclaimed 
microcredit pioneer and the harsh real-
ity faced by those he purportedly aimed 
to uplift.

According to media reports, a court 
in Bangladesh has sentenced the Nobel 
laureate Muhammad Yunus to six 
months in jail for violating the coun-
try's labor laws. Following the verdict, 
Yunus told reporters, "As my lawyers 
have convincingly argued in court, 
this verdict against me is contrary to 
all legal precedent and logic. I call for 
the Bangladeshi people to speak in one 
voice against injustice and in favor of  
democracy and human rights for each 
and every one of  our citizens".

Here again, an influential internation-
al figure like Dr. Yunus has reverted to his 
longstanding tendency of  disseminating 
misinformation, and it is highly likely 
that he will continue leveraging interna-
tional media coverage to mislead through 
his Western friends. In such instances, 
if  global journalists are to uphold the 
ethical standards of  their noble profes-
sion, they ought to diligently probe into 
Yunus's questionable actions. In doing 
so, rather than defending him, they may 
find themselves accusing him of deceiv-
ing millions of  impoverished women in 
Bangladesh over the course of  decades. 
In a civic society, the law must prevail and 
be equal for all.

M A Hossain, a political and defense 
analyst based in Bangladesh. He can be 

reached at: writetomahossain@gmail.com

New Year - New Hopes, New Dreams, New Goals

PRIYANKA SAURABH

E
very year, year after 
year, we enter the 
New Year with a 
song in our hearts 
and spring in our 

steps. We believe that the magi-
cal year will bring with it solu-
tions to all our problems and 
fulfillment of  all our wishes. 
Be it a dream house, a dream 
proposal, a dream job, a dream 
partner, a dream opportunity… 
and much, much better. But as 
the year begins and we deal 
with everything that comes up, 
the novelty of  the new year, the 
new resolutions, and the new 
beginnings start to wear off  by 
the first quarter.

 By the middle of  the year, 
we are in the grip of  too much 
mediocrity and too many faint 
hopes, a far cry from the prom-
ise we started with. And by the 
last quarter, we are so over-
whelmed by our reality that 
we can't wait for the year to 
end. We leave the current year 
and get all ready to celebrate 
another 'New Year' and share 
our best wishes-

 Sharing good wishes, Happy 
New Year.

May joy and prosperity 
increase, and may there be joy 
on every face.

Live a proud life, write 
immortal records.

Saurabh, draw this beautiful 
lifeline.

New Year is the time when 
we suddenly feel that, oh, a year 
has passed. We are stunned for 
a few moments by how quickly 
time passes, and then we go 
back to our work. The interest-
ing thing is that this happens at 
least once a year. If  we go deep 
into these moments of  wonder, 
we will find that there is some-
thing within us that is witness-
ing all the events. This witness-
ing feeling within us remains 
unchanged and that is why we 
can see events changing with 
time. All those events of  life 
that have passed have become a 
dream. Knowledge is to under-
stand this dream-like nature of  
life. This dream is still going on 
at this very moment. 

When we understand this, 
a strong power emerges from 
within us, and then events and 
circumstances do not shake us. 
However, events also have their 
importance in life. We should 
learn from the incidents and 
keep moving forward. The New 
Year brings new hopes, new 
dreams, new goals, and new 
ideas, so everyone welcomes 
it happily without any regrets.

Years come and go, don't 
regret.

Saurabh, please pray that 
everyone remains happy.

Life is short, forget hatred 
and friendship.

Welcome the new dawn, and 
increase your love.

Although it is great for us to 
have our hopes up for the New 
Year, we need to understand 
that with hopes also come dis-

appointments. Life is a game 
of  conflict and the new year is 
no exception to it. If  we reflect 
honestly on 'the year gone by', 
we will realize that the year 
may not have necessarily deliv-
ered what we wanted from it, 
but it did give us some valuable 
lessons and experiences. These 
may not seem very significant 
in isolation, but they are prob-
ably nature's way of  preparing 
us for the gift she has in store 
for us which she will deliver in 
her own time. 

At the same time, if  the year 
has taken away something very 
precious from us, it has certain-
ly compensated for it in equal 
measure. At the end of  the 
year, we realize that our bal-
ance sheet is quite fair. So, let 
us enter the coming year with 
the confidence that the magic 
of  the New Year lies in know-
ing that no matter what hap-
pens, there will be compensa-
tion for every disappointment, 
a lesson for the fulfillment of  
every desire, pain, and suffer-
ing. There will be an end, there 
will be sunshine of  belonging-

 Dispersed fog is the form of  
silence, the form of a bright mind.

The sunshine of  belonging 
blossomed in all relationships.

May there be an end to pain 
and suffering, and may calami-
ties go away.

No one is anywhere, forced 
to cry.

Set goals for yourself  in the 
new year. Be it a student or a 
working person, it is important 
for everyone to have some goal. 
After determining what you 
can do to improve the future 
and in which direction you 
have to make efforts, resolve 
to accomplish it. Your resolu-
tion will always remind you to 
accomplish your goal. Every-
one associates 'New Year' with 
a lifetime and our lifetime is all 
about hopes and disappoint-
ments, successes and failures, 
joys and sorrows and this year 
will be no less magical. So how 
can you stick to your resolu-
tions this year? Be thoughtful 
about this, seek support from 
others, and ask your friends 
and family to cheer you on. 
Tell them your goals and what 

you want to achieve. Create a 
reward system for yourself, set 
short-term goals, and reward 
yourself  for completing them. 
Be kind to yourself, no one 
is perfect. Instead of  cursing 
yourself, take a deep breath 
and keep striving for new 
heights.

Reveal all the secrets, and 
achieve new heights.

May the conscious and sub-
conscious bloom, Saurabh this 
New Year.

May there be laughter, hap-
piness, and peace, may happi-
ness be alive.

Saurabh spring blooms on 
the dry branch of  the mind.

It is believed that if  the first 
day of  the year is celebrated 
with enthusiasm and happi-
ness, then the entire year will 
be spent with the same enthu-
siasm and happiness. However, 
according to Indian tradition, 
the New Year represents a new 
beginning and always teaches 
us to move forward. Whatever 
we did, learned, succeeded, or 
failed in the previous year, we 
should move forward with new 
hope. So that this year becomes 
a pleasant identity -

 Life should be in bloom, and 
desires should be fragrant.

Hope for a happy new year 
and happy acquaintances.

The sweet notes of  love are 
teasing.

On the wings of  the New 
Year, fly full of  fragrance.

Author is a Research Schol-
ar in Political Science. She 

can be mailed at priyankasau-
rabh94161@gmail.com
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Green Gram Sabhas 

A Participatory Pathway For 
Environmental Conservation

FAROOQ AHMAD BAKLOO

G
ram Sabha is the gen-
eral body of  voters in 
a village. It is a village 
assembly that repre-
sents the entire com-

munity and acts as a forum for 
discussing and

deciding various local issues. 
Gram Sabha plays a crucial role 
in the implementation of  Pan-
chayati Raj, contributing to deci-
sions on local development, wel-
fare schemes, and resolving dis-
putes. They are vital in ensuring 
the participation of  villagers in 
democratic processes.

After the abrogation of  Article 
370 in August 2019, the special 
status of  Jammu and Kashmir was 
revoked, and it was reorganized 
into two separate Union

Territories: Jammu &amp; 
Kashmir and Ladakh. The exten-
sion of  the Panchayati Raj system 
to Jammu and Kashmir estab-
lished a framework for local self-
governance. The PRIs consist of  
Gram Panchayats at the village 
level, Block Development Coun-
cils (BDCs) at the block level, and 
District Development Councils 
(DDCs) at the district level. Posi-
tive changes at the grassroots level 
were observed, such as the timely 
implementation of  the 73rd consti-
tutional amendment, the facilitat-
ing of  participatory Gram Sabha 
meetings in the panchayat system 
of  the valley. The issues related to 
women's empowerment and mar-
ginalized sections in all three tiers 
were addressed by granting them 
their rights according to the 73rd 
Constitutional Amendment.

Development initiatives were 
evident at the ground level. How-
ever, despite these positive chang-
es, various challenges persist at 
the grassroots level,

requiring serious attention. In 
the serene valleys where nature's 
beauty intertwines with human 
existence, a silent crisis is brew-
ing – environmental degradation. 
The escalating pace of  environ-
mental issues poses a threat to 
the delicate ecosystems that form 
the heart of  these valleys. Amidst 
this challenge, an innovative ini-
tiative called Green Gram Shabas 
has emerged as a beacon of  hope, 
providing a platform for local 
communities to actively engage 
in the battle against environmen-
tal decline.

The Concept of  Green Gram 
Shaba: Green Gram Shaba, a 

unique instrument, stands at the 
forefront of  mitigating environ-
mental concerns in the valley. 
Unlike conventional approaches, 
these gatherings serve as dynam-
ic forums where local residents 

can directly participate and dis-
cuss the specific environmental 
challenges plaguing their area. 
The term 'Shabas' itself  evokes 
a sense of  communal participa-
tion, reflecting a collective effort 
to address and combat environ-
mental issues.

Community Engagement: One 
of  the key strengths of  Green 
Gram Shabas lies in its ability 
to engage the local community 
effortlessly. By bringing togeth-
er residents from diverse back-
grounds, these gatherings foster a 
sense of  shared responsibility and 
empower individuals to actively 
contribute to the environmental 
well-being of  their surround-
ings. Often, the local populace is 
unaware of  the magnitude of  envi-
ronmental concerns, and Green 
Gram Shabas serve as a crucial 
educational platform.

Environmental Awareness: 
In many valleys, environmental 
issues are not at the forefront of  
local consciousness. Green Gram 
Shaba act as catalysts for change 
by raising awareness about the 
significance of  environmental 
conservation. Through interac-
tive sessions, workshops, and 
presentations, participants gain 
insights into the intricacies of  
their local ecosystems and the 
imminent threats they face. This 
newfound knowledge becomes a 
driving force for collective action.

Discussion and Problem-Solv-
ing: Green Gram Shaba provide 

a structured space for open dia-
logue on environmental problems. 
Local residents, equipped with 
firsthand experiences and inti-
mate knowledge of  the terrain, 
share insights that might escape 

the attention of  external experts. 
This localized approach ensures 

that the strategies devised to 
combat environmental degrada-

tion are not only effective but also 
culturally sensitive and sustain-
able.

Empowering Local Solutions: 
The strength of  Green Gram 
Shaba lies in their ability to 

empower local communities to 
devise and implement solutions 

tailored to their unique circum-
stances. Whether it's soil erosion, 
water pollution, deforestation, or 
other environmental challenges, 
the collective intelligence of  the 
community is harnessed to devel-
op strategies that are both realis-
tic and achievable.

Role of  Technology: In the age 
of  connectivity, technology plays 
a pivotal role in the success of  
Green Gram Shaba. Digital plat-
forms facilitate communication 
and collaboration among com-
munity members, ensuring that 
the momentum generated during 
these gatherings is sustained over 
time. Online forums, social media 
groups, and mobile applications 
serve as extensions of  physical 
gatherings, contribute continuous 
engagement.

Partnerships and Support: For 
Green Gram Shabas to realize their 
full potential, collaboration with 
governmental bodies, non-govern-
mental organizations, and environ-
mental experts is essential. These 
partnerships bring additional 
resources, expertise, and a broad-
er perspective to the community-
driven initiatives, enhancing the 
overall impact of  environmental 
conservation efforts.

Challenges and Overcoming 
Hindrances: While Green Gram 

Shabas present a promising 
avenue for addressing environ-

mental issues, challenges such 
as resistance to change, lack of  
resources, and external pres-
sures may hinder their effective-
ness. Strategies to overcome these 
obstacles involve targeted aware-
ness campaigns, resource mobi-
lization, and advocacy efforts to 
garner support from both local 
and external stakeholders. Green 
Gram Shabas stand as a demon-
stration to the power of  people-
driven initiatives in mitigating 
environmental degradation.

By fostering inclusivity, cogni-
zance, and native solutions, these 
meetings empower locals of  the 
valley to become stewards of  their 
environment. As the environmen-
tal impediments continue to inten-
sify with high velocity observed in 
recent years, the success of  Green 
Gram Shabas serves as a stimulat-
ing model for nurturing sustain-
able change from the grassroots 
level upwards. Through coopera-
tive action and shared responsibil-
ity, these communities pave the 
way for a greener and more resil-
ient future.

Author is Working as a Politi-
cal Science Faculty Contractual 

at GDC Kalakote Rajour. He can 
be mailed at  farooqmajeeed19@

gmail.com
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Kashmir Shivers
of  very light snow over isolated extreme 

higher reaches in the next two days.
Furthermore, Director Meteorological 

department, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad told KNO 
that mainly dry weather is expected from 
January 06 till 7th evening, adding that 
on 8th January, generally cloudy weather 
is expected over plains with possibility of  
light snow over isolated higher reaches.

On January 9-10, the weather conditions 
would remain generally dry.

However, a low visibility led to the hard-
ships of  commuters in Jammu today while 
the weatherman here has stated that mod-
erate to dense fog with cold day conditions 
would likely to continue over plains of  
Jammu during next two days—(KNO)

Anchar Lake
finds its way into the lake. Also, vehicles 

are consistently leaving garbage at this 
location. The pervasive smell has become 
intolerable, preventing us from opening 
our windows," he said. Hameed urges the 
government to address this issue promptly.

Boatmen harvesting Nadru from the lake 
report a significant drop in production due 
to pollution and encroachments.

Furthermore, the locals highlight the 
adverse impact on water species and note 
the lake's shrinking dimensions over the 
past few years. They call for an immediate 
halt to waste dumping on the lake's banks.

Despite the concerted efforts of  authori-
ties, including the establishment of  the 
Wetland Development Authority (WDA) to 
protect water bodies, Anchar Lake contin-
ues to be at risk. The government, respond-
ing to reports of  encroachments, pledges 
action to secure the lake's future.

Another official asserted that he would 
instruct the relevant department to initiate 
appropriate actions against those found 
responsible for disposing of  garbage and 
other solid waste materials in the area. 
"Strict measures will be enforced to pre-
vent the lake's shore from turning into a 
dumping site, and decisive action will be 
taken against anyone found involved," he 
added—(KNO)

Police Attaches
resident of  Wakoora, in pursuance to 

orders passed by Honourable Court of  
Additional Session Judge (Special Judge 
designated under NIA Act) Ganderbal vide 
CNR No. JKGB010005642024 dated 29-12-
2023 in Case FIR No. 110/2022 U/S 353 IPC, 
13, 18, 23, 38, 39 UA (P) Act, 7/25 I.A Act, 207 
M.V Act of  Police Station Ganderbal.

“This decisive step is part of  ongoing 
efforts to address activities falling under 
the purview of  the Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act (UAPA). The Accused is cur-
rently under trail & is lodged at Central 
Jail Srinagar. The said property is attached 
U/S 33 (1) of  UA (P) Act,” police said.

The attachment follows the due legal pro-
cess outlined in the law, UA (P) Act. Gan-
derbal Police continues its vigilant stance 
against elements involved in activities det-
rimental to public safety and national secu-
rity, police said, adding that this operation 
underscores the commitment of  Police to 
curb unlawful activities, particularly those 
with potential connections to acts against 
the UT J&K.

“Such measures play a crucial role in 
maintaining law and order, contributing 
to the larger goal of  ensuring the safety 
and security of  the area. The action sends 

a strong message about the zero-tolerance 
approach towards terrorism that pose 
threats to peace and harmony in the area,” 
police said—(KNO)

Gunfight Underway
He said that as the joint teams of  forces 

approached towards the suspected spot, the 
hiding terrorists fired upon them which 
was retaliated, triggering an encounter.

Meanwhile, Kashmir Zone Police in a 
post on X, said that "Encounter has start-
ed at Hadigam  area of  Kulgam district. 
Kulgam Police ,Army and crpf  are on the 
job. Further details shall follow.".  

Fuel Stations Return
holding a meeting with the government, 

assuring them that they will be taken on 
board before implementing the new law.

However, all the fuel stations resumed 
their operations normally today while a 
rush of  commuters continued to be wit-
nessed there throughout the day.

“It took me almost half  an hour to get the 
petrol at fuel station near Munawarabad 
here as the rush of  vehicles remained 
high,” one of  the commuters said, adding 
that unlike yesterday, the fuel was avail-
able at all the fuel stations—(KNO)

Bharat Sankalp Yatra
the successful implementation of  the Har 

Ghar Jal initiative in 401 Gram Panchayats 
and the coverage of  3,544 Gram Panchayats 
under the ODF+ initiative showcase the 
extent of  its impact.

A noteworthy accomplishment is the 
'Healthcare on Wheels' initiative, screening 
nearly 6 lakh participants at on-the-spot 
camps across the Union Territory. This not 
only enhances healthcare accessibility but 
also safeguards the well-being of  a signifi-
cant portion of  the population.

VBSY's commitment to reaching every 
corner is evident in its coverage of  over 
4,345 Gram Panchayats in Jammu & Kash-
mir. Ayushman Cards have been distrib-
uted comprehensively, ensuring coverage 
in 3,523 Gram Panchayats. Additionally, 
over 1.8 lakh individuals have undergone 
TB screening, addressing health concerns 
at the grassroots level.

The essence of  VBSY lies in its dedication 
to reaching every village, every doorstep, 
symbolizing inclusivity and the pursuit of  
100% scheme saturation. The participa-
tion of  about 3 million citizens reflects the 
resonance of  the initiative, underscoring 
the overwhelming support it has garnered.

VBSY's impact extends beyond statis-
tics, signifying a transformative shift in 
the quality of  life for the people of  Jammu 
& Kashmir. As the yatra progresses, it not 
only brings welfare benefits to doorsteps 
but also instills a sense of  empowerment 
and assurance among citizens.

In conclusion, Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra stands as a beacon of  progress, 
achieving unprecedented success in real-
izing the vision of  100% scheme saturation 
in Jammu & Kashmir. The yatra's jour-
ney is about catalyzing positive change, 
transforming communities in the Union 
Territory.

Cs Takes Overview
officers.
In the onset of  the meeting the Chief  Sec-

retary maintained that the time is ripe for 

providing customised solutions based on 
Artificial intelligence to the public issues. 
He intervened that when the IT has forayed 
into every aspect of  our lives it is necessary 
to make our processes more compatible 
with the technology. He asked for fixing 
timeline for achieving specific tasks focus-
ing on each of  them one by one to achieve 
optimum results.

He impressed upon each Department 
to add as many layers as possible to the 
PM Gati Shakti portal as there is scope for 
same. He advised each of  them to prioritise 
their problem statements for seeking cor-
responding IT solutions from BISAG. He 
further asked them to rework their require-
ments with respect to their significance 
for public and seek AI based customised 
solutions for each of  them.

Dulloo also asked for relooking into the 
aspect of  upgrading the already offered G2C 
online services for making them more user-
friendly and interactive. He asked them to 
develop applications that are useful in mon-
itoring the quality of  solutions offered to 
public. He further suggested to make griev-
ance resolution mechanism a more result-
oriented, interactive and time bound.

In her presentation the Commis-
sioner Secretary, IT, Prerna Puri gave 
insights into the kind of  interventions 
they are proposing to seek from BISAG. 
She laid out that department has asked 
for cooperation in the focus areas like 
implementation of  Holistic Agriculture 
Development Program (HADP), Works 
execution, Public Grievances, end to end 
solution for tracking public outreach 
programmes like Back to Village etc 
besides profiling of  villages and pan-
chayats for have better understanding 
about the infrastructure and human 
resource available there and the kind 
of  interventions needed in each of  them.

The team of  BISAG in their presentation 
displayed several models including those 
developed for holistic development of  J&K. 
They depicted the kind and nature of  inter-
ventions they are contemplating for provid-
ing better solutions to the users in J&K. They 
also shared the details about the scope for AI 
in different governance aspects based upon 
the data the UT has generated so far.

The team presented the key note interven-
tions they are proposing in the areas of  devel-
oping apps like Village Amenity and Work 
Execution Directories. They also showed the 
models regarding development of  compre-
hensive grievances redressal mechanism, 
public outreach programme and government 
scheme integration and convergence.

It was set out that the institute will go on 
developing the solutions based upon the 
requirements of  each department on day to 
day basis and deliver at regular intervals. It 
also offered developing IEC videos for each 
of  them without charging anything in any of  
the local languages.

It was decided to cooperate with each 
other and designate Nodal officers from each 
department for onward transmission of  data 
and other paraphernalia for smooth and time 
bound delivery of  prospective solutions as 
envisaged by the local administration here.

India Reports 602
reported 199 cases of  the sub-variant. Kerala 

has reported 148 cases. 47 cases have been 
reported from Goa, 36 from Gujarat, 32 from 
Maharashtra," the health ministry has said.

The overall recovery from Covid has 
reached over 4.4 crore individuals, reflect-
ing a national recovery rate of  98.81 per cent.

The country has administered a total of  
220.67 crore doses of  Covid vaccines, as per 

the available data.(IANS)  

Behind Kashmir’s
houseboats and Shikaras, government 

regulations have limited me to crafting 
Shikaras only. I seek to expand my work 
by building more Shikaras, and houseboats 
but my heart aches for the declining house-
boat industry. Therefore, I urge the gov-
ernment to reconsider the ban and allow 
responsible construction of  houseboats to 
revive this vibrant tradition,” said Ghulam 
Nabi.

As already reported, the iconic house-
boats are declining, with a recorded 
number decrease from 2000 to just 750, 
courtesy of  a blanket ban on construction 
and non-availability of  master craftsmen.

President Houseboat Owners Association 
(HBOA), Manzoor Pakhtoon, said till early 
1980s, there were almost 2000 houseboats in 
Dal Lake, Nigeen Lake, and river Jehlum. 
“But today, the number of  houseboats in 
Dal Lake, Nigeen Lake, Chinar Bagh, and 
river Jhelum is just 750,” he said while

He expressing serious concern over the 
fast-fading houseboats, once known as the 
“Crown of  Kashmir.”

“Moreover, as a houseboat is usual-
ly made out of  Cedar wood, which can 
withstand damage from being in water 
for long periods, the houseboats usually 
have a corridor, drawing room, dining 
room, pantry, two to four bedrooms with 
attached bathrooms with hot and cold 
water,” he added.

Suhail Yaseen, who owns a houseboat at 
Dal Lake, said, the number of  houseboats 
is fast shrinking, and they can’t construct 
new houseboats as there are hardly any 
master craftsmen left now. “Those who are 
present, the government should activate 
support for them,” he added—(KNO)
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GIF Empowers 24 Indian Tech 
Startups In 3-Day Evaluation Triumph

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Greenovator 
Incubation Foundation (GIF), 
an Inclusive Technology 
Business Incubator (i-TBI) 
supported by the Department 
of  Science and Technology 
(DST) established by NIT 
Srinagar, concluded a highly 
successful 3-day startup eval-

uation for Ignition Grant of  
i-TBI – GIF NIT Srinagar.

GIF orchestrated a plat-
form for startups nation-
wide to showcase pioneer-
ing ideas,  emphasizing 
technolo gical  advance-
ments and entrepreneur-
ship. The event garnered 
enthusiastic participation, 
with startups presenting 

their unique concepts.
A distinguished panel of  

judges, featuring luminaries 
in technology and entrepre-
neurship, including Dr. Prof. 
Saad Parvez, Mr. Shahid 
Ansari, Mr. Rajiv Bose, Mr. 
Irtif  Lone, and Mr. Shahid 
Mir (CEO of  GIF), played a 
pivotal role in evaluating the 
diverse range of  ideas.

Following meticulous eval-
uation, standout ideas were 
shortlisted for GIF's sup-
port and mentorship. These 
selected startups will receive 
funding to realize their inno-
vative visions, guiding them 
towards sustainable growth 
and success.

Mr. Shahid Mir, CEO of  
GIF, expressed excitement 

about the evaluation’s out-
come, lauding the creativity 
and innovation displayed by 
startups. He affirmed GIF's 
commitment to nurturing 
these ventures and provid-
ing essential resources for 
success in the dynamic tech-
nology and business sphere.

The evaluation under-
scored the significance of  

collaboration within the 
startup ecosystem, involv-
ing key stakeholders like the 
Department of  Science and 
Technology Government 
of  India through GIF, NIT 
Srinagar. Their collective 
efforts showcased a unified 
initiative to promote innova-
tion and entrepreneurship 
in the region.

GIF's pivotal role in fos-
tering innovation and excel-
lence was reaffirmed by the 
event's success. The foun-
dation remains dedicated 
to cultivating a culture of  
innovation, anticipating the 
growth and triumphs of  the 
selected startups in their 
entrepreneurial journey 
supported by GIF.
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION DIVISION
KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED (KPDCL)

 PDD COMPLEX BEMINA, SRINAGAR
E-mail:ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com Tel No:0194-2490821 Fax No:0194-2490829

e-NIT NO: CEO/IT&C/21 of 2023 Dated:18-12-2023
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of U.T of Jammu and Kashmir, e-Tenders (in two cover system) are invited by Chief Executive Officer, IT&C Division 
KPDCL for “Replacement of defunct Addressable Fire Alarm System, Rodent Repellant System, High Sensitivity Smoke Detection System, CCTV 
System and Access Control System at Data Centre, Bemina, Srinagar”
1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been done 

after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document with full understanding of 
its implications by the bidder.

2. The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid document, seek 
clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below:

A Date of issue of Tender Notice 18/12/2023

B Date &Time of downloading of Standard
Bidding Document 20/12/2023; 04:00 PM

C Clarifications start date 20/12/2023 ; 04:30 PM
D Clarifications end date 23/12/2023 ; 04:00 PM

E e-Bid submission (start) date & time (Submission of e-tender fee 
,EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS 23/12/2023 ;  04:30 PM

F e-Bid submission (end) date & time (Submission of e-tender fee 
,EMD and other supporting documents in PDF / XLS 13/01/2024;   04:00 PM

G Online Technical e-Bid Opening date and Time 16/01/2024;  02:00 PM
 H Venue of opening of technical Bids Office of the Chief Executive Officer,   IT & C division , KPDCL

I Online Financial e-Bid Opening date and Time Will be separately communicated to the technically eligible 
bidders

 J Estimated Cost   Rs 14,53,628/=
K Cost of e-Bid document Rs. 1,000.00(Rupees One Thousand only, Non-refundable)
L Amount of Earnest Money Deposit EMD amounting for Rs 29,072/=

 M Last Date for Submission of Hard Copies 16/01/2024  12:30 PM

 N Address for submission of Hard Copies Office of the CEO IT&C Division, KPDCL (Data Center), PDD 
Complex, Bemina, Srinagar

 O MSME Exemption allowed.

3. The bidders need to submit the proof / cost of e-Bid document as stated in the above table through non-refundable Demand Draft (Any 
Nationalized Bank or Scheduled Commercial Banks) pledged to Chief Executive Officer, Office of the Chief Executive Officer, IT & C di-
vision (KPDCL) and payable at Srinagar. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft must be enclosed with e-Bids but the original Demand 
Draft should reach the office of Chief Executive Officer, IT & Communication Division Kashmir (Data Center), PDD Complex Bemina upto 
16/01/2024; 12:30 PM

4. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by EMD as stated in the above table, hard Copy of which shall be submitted to the Chief Executive 
Officer, IT & Communication Division Kashmir (Data Center), PDD Complex Bemina up to 16/01/2024; 12:30 PM

b. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site http://jktenders.gov.in. This shall be conveyed to the quali-
fied bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address .The Financial- bids shall be opened accordingly online on 
the same Web Site at the office of the Chief Executive Officer, IT & C division (KPDCL)

5. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on 
indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An 
authority letter of bidder’s representative will be required to be produced.

6. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids /the e-Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The decision of 
department will be final and binding.

7. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being declared a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for opening 
of e-Bids shall be the following working day at the appointed time and place.

8. All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas 
Price Schedule /BOQ should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD.

9. To participate in e-bidding   process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ class III (b) as per Information Technology 
Act-2000, to participate in online bidding.

10. Other details can be found in the standard bidding document.
No: CEO/IT&C/1987-90 Sd/-  
Dated: 18-12-2023  Chief Executive Officer
 IT & C Division KPDCL

DIPK-NB-5089-23
DT: 03/01/2024

Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM, KASHMIR
e-mail: ddtreg123@gmail.com

Subject: - Inclusion of partner from the Registration Certificate of “M/s Kosher Hospitality” situated at Zaldagar Srinagar”.

PUBLIC NOTICE.
Whereas, Mr.  Shahid Nazir Rangrez S/o Mr. Nazir Ahmad Rangrez, owner of the Travel unit namely M/s Kosher Hospitality, 
wherein he has requested this office for Inclusion of partner namely Mr. Bilal Ahmad Rangrez S/o Nazir Ahmad Rangrez in the 
Registration Certificate of the said Travel unit under the J&K Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011-12.
Whereas, the said Travel unit is registered with this office under the Jammu & Kashmir Registration of Tourist Trade Act, /Rules, 
1978/82/2011-12 under No. Reg/T/1405/310/DTK/L-10 (JKTA00000407) dated 24.02.2015 valid upto 31.12.2024.
Whereas, the applicant submitted the following documents in support of their claim with regard to retirement/Inclusion of 
partners:-
1. Registration Certificate.
2. Experience Certificate of new partner.
3. Character Certificate of New Partner.
4. Non conviction Affidavit from new partner.
5. Qualification certificate of new partner.
6. Partnership Deed.
7. Affidavit.
8. PAN Card of new partner
9. ID Proof of new partner
Now therefore, in exercise of powers conferred on me under section 39 of Registration of Tourist Trade Act 1978/82/2011/12, 
before the request of the applicant is considered for Inclusion of one partner in the Registration Certificate, the matter is hereby 
notified for information of General Public/Financial Institutions/Bank/Organization, etc for objection if any. The same should 
reach this office within a period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in the local newspaper. Objections received beyond 
a period of 7 days will not be entertained and changes in the Registration/ records shall be made under rules.    
No:Reg/T/1405/780/DTK Sd/-
Dated:  03.01.2024 Assistant Director Tourism,
 Registration (Kashmir).

DIPK-14633-23
DT: 03/01/2024

PM Modi holds roadshow 
in Kerala’s Thrissur

IANS

KOCHI:  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednes-
day held a roadshow in 
Thrissur city of  Kerala 
and was greeted by a sea 
of  people.

Modi held the roadshow 
in a special vehicle which 
was brought from his 

home-state of  Gujarat.
State BJP president K. 

Surendran, actor Suresh 
Gopi and Kerala BJP 
Mahila Morcha leader 
Nivedida accompanied 
Modi in the vehicle.

Modi was seen waving 
to the crowd lined up from 
the helipad to the public 
meeting venue. He will also 

address a womens' rally.
Actress Sobhana, 

P.T.Usha, Minnu Mani 
were also on the stage with 
the Prime Minister.

State’s leading person-
ality the 83-year-old Mar-
iakutty -- who took to the 
streets with a begging bowl 
after the Pinarayi Vijayan 
government failed to pay 

the social welfare pension 
on time -- was also seen on 
the stage with the Prime 
Minister.

All Malayalam televi-
sion channels -- barring 
People TV (backed by 
the CPI-M) and Jaihind 
(backed by the Congress) 
-- showed the road show 
live.

Oil Minister rules out cut in fuel prices

SC adjourns hearing on 
CBI's plea against interim 
bail to ex-ICICI chief

UP bans those under 
18 from driving two-
wheelers, four-wheelers

IANS

NEW DELHI: Minister for 
Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Hardeep Singh Puri said on 
Wednesday that there was 
no proposal to cut petrol 
and diesel prices at pres-
ent as there was “high 
volatility” in global crude 
oil prices.

The minister dismissed 
media reports about a fuel 
price cut as 'speculative', 
saying the government's 
top priority is energy avail-
ability.

He also said that the 
oil marketing companies 
-- Indian Oil, BPCL and 
HPCL, incurred heavy 
losses when the prices of  

crude oil had skyrocketed 
recently.

There are no discussions 
with oil marketing compa-
nies on fuel price cuts and 

they want a stable and posi-
tive forward-looking situa-
tion in terms of  pricing, the 
minister added.

The minister pointed 

out that India was the only 
country where fuel prices 
had come down in recent 
months.

“In the South Asian 
countries, the prices 
of  petrol and diesel 
increased by around 
40-80 per cent. If  you look 
at the Western industri-
alized world, the prices 
have gone up there, but 
in India prices have come 
down,” Puri said.

“We are able to do it 
because of  far-sighted and 
visionary leadership. Cen-
tral excise duty reduction 
was done on two occasions, 
November 2021, and May 
2022 and we carried that 
into 2023,” he added.

IANS

LUCKNOW: The Uttar 
Pradesh government has 
banned those below 18 
years of  age from driving 
scooters and cars.

If  parents allow children 
to drive scooty or car, they 
will be punished with three 
years of  imprisonment and 
a fine of  Rs 25,000.

Following the instruc-
tions issued by the gov-
ernment regarding this, 
strictness will be enforced 
in secondary schools with 
the help of  the Transport 
Department, said a govern-
ment spokesman.

For this, the youth will 
be made aware by run-
ning a campaign. Besides, 
students will also be given 
information about road 
safety through various 
mediums.

The spokesman fur-
ther said that under this, 
a road safety club will be 
formed in every school. 
One student in all classes 
will be made Road Safety 
Captain. A class on road 
safety information will 
also be held in the school.

Besides, in every school, 
one teacher will be made 
nodal head and will be 
given online and offline 
training with the help of  
the transport department. 
At the same time, strict 
action will be taken to 
ensure that children below 
18 years of  age do not drive 
any motor vehicle.

Detailed guidelines have 
been issued by Transport 
Commissioner, Chandra 
Bhushan Singh, in this 
regard.

The Director of  Second-
ary Education has also 
been asked to run a cam-
paign in schools for this.

He has said that in the 
prayer meeting, students 
should be given informa-
tion about road safety and 
they should also be given 
an oath on it. Wall paint-
ing related to road safety 
rules should be done in 
schools. Information and 
suggestions related to this 
should be shared by creat-
ing a WhatsApp group of  
students. The Director has 
said that social media plat-
forms should also be used 
for this.

IANS

NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Wednes-
day adjourned till Janu-
ary 12 the hearing on the 
CBI’s petition challenging 
the interim bail granted by 
the Bombay High Court to 
former ICICI Bank chief  
Chanda Kochhar in the 
alleged Videocon loan 
fraud case.

A Bench of  Justices 
Bela M Trivedi and Pankaj 
Mithal took note of  the fact 
that the Bombay High Court 
was due to hear Kochhar’s 
case on January 5, includ-
ing the application filed by 
the CBI for vacation of  the 
interim bail order.

During the hearing, 
Additional Solicitor Gener-
al (ASG) SV Raju, appear-
ing for the central inves-
tigative agency, urged the 
apex court to pass orders 
requiring Kochhar to not 
seek adjournment in the 
High Court.

ASG Raju said, “Let 
them not ask for time 
(before the High Court).”

The matter will now 
be heard by the Supreme 

Court on January 12.
In the previous hear-

ing, senior advocate Amit 
Desai, who appeared on 
Kochhar's behalf  via video 
conferencing, submitted 
that he was facing connec-
tivity issues and intended 
to appear physically for 
making submissions 
before the apex court.

Thereafter, the top court 
decided that it will take 
up the matter for further 
hearing on January 3, 2024.

In a Special Leave Peti-
tion before the Supreme 
Court, the CBI had chal-
lenged the Bombay HC 
decision directing release 
of  Kochhar and her hus-
band Deepak Kochhar 
from judicial custody on 
the grounds that the arrest 
made was not in accor-
dance with the law.

Interestingly, the High 
Court order of  January 9 
last year, granting interim 
bail for two weeks only, is 
still continuing.

Kochhar and her family 
are alleged to have received 
kickbacks over her tenure 
in lieu of  loans provided to 
the Videocon group.

KAR SEVAK ROW
BJP stages protest across K’taka 
condemning Hubballi man’s arrest

Jam packed agenda awaits 
Jaishankar in Nepal

IANS

KATHMANDU:  A jam 
packed agenda awaits 
External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar in Kath-
mandu as he is scheduled 
to arrive in the Himala-
yan nation on Thursday 
for the seventh meeting 
of  the Nepal-India Joint 
Commission.

Jaishankar, who will 
be on a day-long visit, will 
co-chair the meeting with 
his Nepalese counterpart 
N.P. Saud, according to 
the Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs in Kathmandu.

The meeting will review 
the overall state of  bilat-
eral relations and various 
areas of  mutual coopera-
tion, it said.

Over three dozens agen-
das spanning from border 
to boundary, trade, com-
merce, economic coopera-
tion, energy, connectivity, 
India funded projects in 
Nepal to the agreements 
signed during the 2023 visit 
of  Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal to India will 
also be discussed by the 
two sides, the Ministry 
said.

According to officials, at 
least two agreements relat-
ed to long-term energy 
cooperation and India’s 
proposal to increase funds 
for small development 

projects under the High-
impact Community Devel-
opment Projects (HICDPs), 
will be signed.

During Dahal’s visit 
to India last summer, 
the two countries had 
agreed to sign a long-
ter m ag reement  on 
energy, whereby New 
Delhi  would impor t 
10,000 megawatts from 
Kathmandu in 10 years.

At an event on Decem-
ber 22, 2023, Prime Minis-
ter Dahal had said: “We are 
going to sign a long-term 
energy deal with India 
soon. A mid-term and a 
long-term energy trading 
deal will be signed in Kath-
mandu.”

Also during Jaishan-
kar's visit, three transmis-
sion lines of  132 KVA will 
be jointly inaugurated on 
Thursday.

They are the Raxaul-
Parwanipur transmis-
sion line connecting 
with Bihar state of  India, 
Kushaha-Kataiya trans-
mission line and Nautan-
wa-Mainahia transmis-
sion line connecting with 
Uttar Pradesh.

A team from India's 
Ministry of  Energy has 
arrived in Kathmandu to 
negotiate a medium-term 
and long-term energy 
agreement between the 
two nations.

IANS

BENGALURU: The Kar-
nataka BJP staged a protest 
across the state on Wednes-
day condemning the arrest 
of an alleged Kar Sevak, Sri-
kanth Poojari, in Hubballi in 
connection with a 31-year-old 
case of arson during the Ram 
Janmabhoomi movement.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, R Ashoka, led the agita-
tion in Hubballi city and the 
protest was staged in front of  
the Hubballi Shehar Police 
Station in spite of refusal of  
permission by the authorities.

State BJP President BY 
Vijayendra led the protest 
at the Freedom Park in Ben-
galuru even as the saffron 
party staged a protest in all 
district headquarters of the 
state and urged the Congress 
Government to immediately 
release Srikanth Poojari.

Addressing the gather-
ing, R Ashoka stated, “The 
Congress Government is 
conspiring to arrest Ram 
bhakts. There are about 
56,000 police cases pending 
in the state. Why are they 
focusing on one case in Hub-
balli? Is it tenable to arrest a 
Kar Sevak? Why is Congress 
angry with Lord Ram?”

“The cases are lodged 
against Hindu activists 
selectively. Srikanth Poojari 
should be released from 

prison immediately. Even I 
have a case against me, let 
them initiate arrest proceed-
ings,” Ashoka challenged.

“Are you doing this out of  
fear of losing elections,” he 
taunted the Congress.

Ashoka raised slogans 
against Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah and Hubballi 
Dharwad Police Commis-
sioner Renuka Sukumar 
from the stage.

The protestors also raised 
“mata, mata, Bharat mata” 
slogans. “We have come here 
as Ram bhakts, don’t compel 
us to become Lord Hanu-
man,” he warned.

“All across the country 
people are celebrating the 
inauguration of  the Ram 
Temple. The Siddaramaiah 
Government wants to pass 
on the message to Rahul 
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi 
that the party is well-placed 
in the state to be able to 
arrest Hindu activists and 
Ram bhakts,” Ashoka 
alleged.

“I had worked as a Home 
Minister. I can read the 
developments. The Siddara-
maiah Government is instill-
ing fear among Ram bhakts. 
Through this tactic, the 
government wants Hindu 
activists and Ram bhakts to 
remain indoors at the time 
of inauguration of the Ram 
mandir,” he claimed.
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Jugal Kishore delivers welfare 
to beneficiaries during VBSY

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In a continua-
tion of  the nationwide out-
reach program, the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra 
reached Ward-7 of  MC Ghou 
Manhasan Wednesday.

Leading the charge was 
Member of  Parliament, 
Jugal Kishore Sharma, 
whose presence resonated 
with the aspirations of  the 
locals. Accompanied by 
SDM Manu Hansa, Teh-
sildar Rampal Sharma 
and other dignitaries, 
MP Sharma first paid his 
respects at the revered 
Narsimha Temple, seek-
ing blessings for the Yatra's 
noble mission.

The MP embarked on 
a captivating journey 
through the heart of  Ward-
7. He visited stalls showcas-
ing local handicrafts and 
entrepreneurial ventures, 
engaging in warm conver-
sations with residents and 

inquiring about their well-
being.

In a heartfelt address, 
MP Jugal Kishore Sharma 
lauded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's vision for 
the Yatra, highlighting its 
pivotal role in bridging the 
gap between the govern-
ment and the grassroots.

"This Yatra is not just 

about spreading aware-
ness about the plethora of  
schemes available to our 
citizens," he resonated, 
"It's about ensuring that 
no one, especially the most 
vulnerable sections of  our 
society, gets left behind in 
the march towards a devel-
oped India."

The event also witnessed 

a heartening moment 
when Ayushman cards and 
approval letters for widow, 
old age and disability pen-
sions were distributed to 
eligible beneficiaries.

The Yatra's success res-
onated in the presence of  
distinguished guests and 
eminent citizens besides 
the locals.

Saurabh Bhagat visits Shopian, 

chairs awareness camp
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Commis-
sioner Secretary, Science 
and Technology and Skill 
Development Department 
(SDD), Saurabh Bhagat, 
Wednesday visited Govern-
ment ITI Shopian where 
he interacted with the first 
batch of  Trainees under 
PM Vishwakarma scheme. 
He also presided over an 
awareness camp.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner Secre-
tary underscored the pivot-
al role of  PM Vishwakarma 
scheme in empowering the 
artisans. The initiative will 
crucially help in equipping 
the artisans and youth with 
skills that align with pres-
ent industry demands, thus 
enabling them to become 
valuable contributors 
towards the economy. He 
elaborated on the numer-
ous initiatives being under-
taken under PM Vishwa-
karma scheme to enhance 

the skill set and employ-
ability of  local youth and 
traditional artisans.

Saurabh Bhagat empha-
sised that skill training not 
only narrows the unem-
ployment gap but also 
brings in opportunities for 
job creation. He appealed 
the youth of  the district to 
get themselves registered 
with PM Vishwakarma 
Scheme and get a toolkit of  
Rs. 15000= besides a loan of  
Rs. 3 lakh for establishing 
different business units.

Saurabh Bhagat, during 
interaction with the train-
ees, emphasized the need for 
regular up skilling to keep 
pace with changing trends. 

He appreciated the district 
administration for becom-
ing the first district in the 
UT to start the first batch 
of  Training of  30 benefi-
ciaries. He also expressed 
happiness on the selection 
of  significant number of  
female Candidates.

While addressing the 
gathering of  artisans and 
trainees, DC Shopian, Faz 
Lul Haseeb, informed that 
more than 5000 candidates 
have registered themselves 
in district Shopian till now. 
He added that during the 
training, a trainee will also 
get Rs. 500 stipend monthly 
for undertaking the train-
ing under the scheme. He 

emphasised the role of  
line departments in effec-
tive implementation of  the 
scheme.

Director, Skill Develop-
ment, Sudershan Kumar, 
highlighted the benefits of  
the scheme and its impact 
on society in general and 
traditional craftsmen in 
particular.

Commissioner Secre-
tary also inspected stalls 
showcasing beneficiary 
oriented schemes. Sau-
rabh Bhagat also distrib-
uted certificates among the 
beneficiaries of  PMV.

Among others SSP, 
Shopian, Tanushree; 
ADDC, Dr. Nasir Ahmed 
Lone; ADC, Dr. Zakir Hus-
sain Faaz; Joint Director, 
SDD, Mohammad Feeroz 
Ahmed Khan; State Man-
agement Officer, NSDC, 
Kehkashan; Superinten-
dent, ITI, Fida Mohammad; 
officers and officials of  ITI 
and youth in large num-
bers were present.

DC Srinagar holds Grievance Redressal camp in Bemina
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad on Wednesday held a 
Public Grievance Redressal Camp 
here at Bemina in Shalteng Tehsil 
of the District under weekly Block 
Diwas programme in order to bring 
Administration at the door steps of  
people for an on spot resolution of  
their developmental issues.

The Programme witnessed 
large participation of  people from 
Bemina, Parimpora, Qamarwari, 
Boatman Colony, Bilal Colony, 
Umer Colony and other adjoining 
areas of  Shalteng Tehsil of  Sri-
nagar District.

During the Grievance 
Redressal Camp, Public delega-
tions and scores of  individuals 

projected various issues and 
demands before the DC includ-
ing augmentation of  drainage 
network system to resolve water 
logging issue, road upgradation, 
redevelopment & face lifting of  
public parks, providing transport 
services from inner Colonies of  
the area to Qamerwari.

After giving patient hearing to 
the grievances and demands of the 
public, the DC sought issue wise on 
the spot response from the concerned 
District Officers present during the 
Grievance Redressal Camp.

He also assured the people of  
Bemina and other local vicini-
ties that all genuine demands and 
issues projected by them will be 
looked on priority basis. He said 
jurisdictional issues have already 
been taken up with higher author-

ities and will be resolved soon.
The DC also gave on the spot 

directions to the concerned offi-
cers for time bound redressal of  
the public issues.

Addressing the gathering, the 
Deputy Commissioner said the 
District Administration is holding 
such grievance redressal Camps 
to take appraisal of  local issues 
from the general public for pre-
cise and on-ground assessment to 
ensure their time bound redressal 
as all issues are taken up with 
concerned quarters with proper 
monitoring on periodical basis. He 
said providing all civic facilities 
to people is the top priority of  the 
Government.

During the Public Grievance 
Redressal Camp, the Deputy Com-
missioner also led Viksit Bharat 

Sankalap Yatra (VBSY), as a spe-
cial VBSY Mobile IEC Van reached 
the venue for raising awareness 
and facilitating delivery of  wel-
fare scheme benefits in Ward 24 
of  Srinagar Municipal Corpora-
tion (SMC).

The VBSY IEC Van was accord-
ed a warm welcome by the Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar in pres-
ence of  members of  the Swagat 
Committee along with prominent 
persons and large gathering of  
people of  the area. The VBSY 
Van displayed the message of  the 
Prime Minister and also spread 
awareness among people aimed to 
ensure seamless reach of  Govern-
ment welfare programmes/flag-
ship schemes.

On the occasion, the DC admin-
istered the VBSY pledge to the 

gathering and said that the prima-
ry objectives of  the Yatra include 
disseminating information, foster-
ing awareness and establishing 
direct interaction with beneficia-
ries, besides achieving saturation 
of  all schemes and enhancing 
awareness among the populace.

He said the Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra focuses on both urban 
and rural areas, highlighting key 
schemes such as PM Svanidhi, PM 
Vishwakarma Yojana, PM Mudra 
Yojana, PM Ujjwala Yojana, 
Ayushman Bharat, PM Awas 
Yojana (Urban), SBM(Urban), 
Subhagya Yojana, Digital Pay-
ment infrastructure, Ayushman 
Bharat PMJAY, PMGKAY, DAY-
NRLM, PM Awas Yojana Rural, 
PM Ujjwala Yojana, PM KISAN 
Saman, PM Vishwakarma, KCC, 

PM Poshan Abhiyan, JJM and 
SVAMITVA.

Later, the DC inspected the 
stalls established by different 
Departments to cover the ben-
eficiaries under different Govern-
ment Welfare schemes on the spot.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Com-
missioner visited Batamaloo area 
and took onsite inspection of ongo-
ing developmental works being 
executed on Rs 30 crore project of  
Art and Craft Market Batamaloo 
being developed as a part of  the 
Smart City project.

At the site, the DC was apprised 
that over 80 percent works on 4 
blocks of  the project comprising 
52 shops have been completed. He 
was informed that the Art and 
Craft Market Batamaloo is being 
developed on the State of  the 

Art pattern and will have Shops, 
Public Plazas, Eateries, Heritage 
Shops, Foot Court etc., besides will 
be a new public commercial as 
well as a tourist attraction place.

On the occasion, the DC direct-
ed the concerned to expedite the 
construction work and complete 
the project under the set timeline 
of  March 2024.

Chief  Planning Officer, 
Mohammad Yaseen Lone, Joint 
Commissioner, SMC, Riyaz 
Ahmad, Secretary SDA, Ishtiyaq 
Ahmad, Chief Medical Office, Dr 
Jameel, Chief  Education Officer, 
Abdul Hamid Fani, SDM West, 
Pimroze Bashir, besides other 
senior Officers and Engineers of  
the District Administration were 
present in the Public Grievance 
Redressal Camp.


