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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Kids play Gulli Danda, we play 'Kundi 
Danda' with Bijli Chors! #KPDCL warriors 
will go out in freezing cold to unmask those 
who don't care for patients, students & 
sisters engaged in daily chores.

DSEJ Announces 
Winter Vacation 
From Dec-11
SRINAGAR: The 
Directorate of  
School Education 
Jammu (DSEJ) 
Friday announced 
winter vacations in winter 
zones in a phased manner 
from December-11 to Feb-
ruary-29.

DSEJ in an order said 
that all government schools 
and recognised private 
schools upto Higher Sec-
ondary Level of  winter zone 
of  Jammu Division shall 
observe winter vacations.

DSEJ said that the class-
es upto 8th standard shall 
observe the vacations from 
December-11-2023 to Febru-
ary-29-2024 and the P-06

5 Arrested With 
Weapons In Separate 
Incidents
JAMMU-  Five people 
were arrested with 
weapons in separate 
incidents in Jammu 
and Kashmir, police 
said on Friday.

Acting on a tip-off, a 
police team raided the Ramgarh 
area in Samba district and 
arrested hardcore criminal 
Vivek Singh on Thursday night. 
A country-made pistol and a 
12-bore gun were recovered 
from him, they said.

A case was registered 
against him under the P-06

Eidgah Terror Incident

Thousands Bid Tearful 
Farewell To Police 
Inspector Masroor Wani

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: “I have 
fixed a cricket match on 
Sunday and have made 
all the arrangements, 
you just have to come 
and play with me.” These 
were the last words of  
Police Inspector Masroor 
Ahmad Wani, his friend, 
who was drenched in 
tears said. 

A heart-rending scene 
was witnessed at Eidgah 
Srinagar as the lifeless 
body of  the valiant cop, 

who was killed by ter-
rorists, finally returned 
home.

Amidst a shroud of  
sorrow and cries, his 
body was first brought 
to District Police Lines 
(DPL) Srinagar before 
being handed over to his 
grieving family for the 
final rites. The wreath-
laying ceremony was 
attended by senior offi-
cers of  police and civil 
administration who paid 
a salute to the martyr 
amid heavy hearts. P-06

To Avoid Attacks...
'Police To Ensure 
Strict Compliance 
Of SoPs' 

S
rinagar Jammu 
and Kashmir 
Police Friday said 
all the officers 

and other ranks have 
been directed to follow 
Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SoPs) in P-06

Union Power Minister Assures Adequate 
Power Supply For J&K During Winter
Lauds UT Govt’s Initiatives Toward Energy Conservation

GMK NEWS NETWORK 

NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister of  Power, New 
and Renewable Energy, 
R. K. Singh and Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha co-chaired a high-
level meeting to review 
power sector of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.

During the meeting, 
Principal Secretary, 
Power Development 
Department, H. Rajesh 
Prasad, presented a 
detailed overview of  
department's recent 
achievements.

It was informed that 
J&K has taken several 
proactive steps to ensure 
sufficient availability of  
power as a part of  both 
short term and medium 
term measures. In this 
direction, PPAs for 2500 
MW have been signed 
during the current year, 
aiming to double the 
existing power availabil-
ity in the UT in coming 
years.

The Union Minis-
ter, while addressing 
the meeting, said that 
a senior officer from 
the Ministry would act 

as the Nodal Officer, 
responsible for continu-
ous monitoring of  power 
situation and address-
ing any gaps from the 
Central Pool to ensure 
adequate power supply 
to J&K.

The Union Minis-
ter directed the project 
implementing agency, 
RECPDCL to P-06

‘PDD To Sign 472 
MW PPA By Dec End’

A
m i d  t h e 
o n g o i n g 
power crisis, 
Jammu and 

Kashmir Power Devel-
opment Department 
(JKPDD) is all set to 
sign a 472 MW Power 
Purchase Agreement 
(PPA) by the end of  
December-23.

The information 
was revealed by Union 
Power Minister R. K 
Singh to Lieutenant 
Governor of  Jammu 
and Kashmir Manoj 
Sinha.

The Ministry of  
Power in a state-
ment said that LG of  
Jammu & P-06THE UNION MINISTER CALLED 

for a comprehensive proposal for the same 
and assured sufficient funding for system 

revamping.

J&K Has 2nd Highest Potential 
To Generate Solar Energy

MUBASHIR AALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir ranks 
at the second 
place for having 
higher poten-
tial to produce 
solar energy in 
India, documents 
reveal.

As per the docu-
ment accessed, Jammu 
and Kashmir has a potential 
to produce 111050 MW of  
solar energy.

Throughout India Rajast-
han ranks at the first place 
for having a potential to pro-
duce 142310 MWs of  solar 
energy.

Jammu and Kashmir 
is followed by Maharash-

tra, Madhya Pradesh and 
Andhra Pradesh, which as 

per the document has 
a potential to pro-

duce 64320, 61660, 
and 38440 MWs of  
solar energy.

C u r r e n t l y, 
Jammu and 
Kashmir has 

2 7 . 2 5 M W  o f  
installed capacity 

of  solar power.
During the last financial 

year, the centre released Rs 
27.98crores to further tap the 
solar energy in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Pertinently, the Ministry 
of  Renewable Energy has 
embarked on a mission to 
install 175 GW of  renewable 
energy capacity, P-06

 Tribal Seasonal Migration       

12,497 Families Provided 

Transport Facilities From Kashmir
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
achievement the Government of  
Jammu and Kashmir under it’s 
initiative for supporting bian-
nual migration (transhumance) 
of  tribal communities provided 
transport service to 12,497 fami-
lies and transported 1,56,215 
livestock.

The scheme initiated by the 
Tribal Affairs Department 
in 2021 is being implemented 
through District Administra-
tions under supervision of  

Deputy Commissioners and 
transport fleet provided by the 
J&K Road Transport Corpora-
tion.  More than 12,000 families 

and around 70,000 population 
was benefited under the initia-
tive this year which is highest 
since the launch of  P-06

CS For Ensuring 
Sustainability Of Cleanliness 
Measures In Rural Areas

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Chief  Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo Friday while 
reviewing the functioning of  
Rural Development Depart-
ment (RDD) here impressed 
upon it to ensure that the 
measures taken for clean-
liness of  our villages are 
sustainable and effective on 

ground level.
Dulloo observed that the 

cleanliness (Swachhta) is one 
of  the foremost priorities at 
the national level espoused 
by the Prime Minister him-
self. He substantiated that 
this nationwide campaign 
needs to be turned into a 
movement for its benefits are 
multiple and P-06

Cold Conditions 
Remain Unabated 
In Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Severe cold condi-
tions continued in Jammu and 
Kashmir as night temperature 
settled at minus 2.4°C in Srinagar 
on Friday.

A meteorological department 
official said that it was the second 
coldest night in Srinagar against 
minus 2.6°C on the previous night. 
The temperature was 1.8°C below 
normal for this time of  the year 
in Srinagar.

Qazigund recorded a minimum 
of  minus 2.4°C against minus 
2.2°C on the previous night, he 
said. The minimum temperature 
was 1.6°C below normal and the 
season’s coldest so far for the 
gateway town of  Kashmir, the 
official said.

Pahalgam recorded a low of  
minus 4.8°C against minus 4.9°C 
on the previous night and it was 
1.6°C below normal P-06

With Winter, Migratory 

Birds Flock To Kashmir

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: With the 
onset of  winter in Kash-
mir, the migratory birds 
have started flocking to the 
wetlands across the Valley 
with officials stating that 
Mallard, Gadwalls and 
geese have arrived at the 
Hokersar wetland, here.

Ifshan Dewan, Wildlife 
Warden, Wetlands Kash-
mir said that the migratory 
birds have started arriving 

the wetlands here and at 
present a number of  birds 
including Mallard, Gad-
wall and almost 100-200 
Geese are among the spe-
cies witnessed at Hokersar 
wetland.

“These birds flock to 
Kashmir every year during 
the winter period,” she 
said, adding that they flock 
to Kashmir from different 
parts of  the world including 
Siberia, Northern Europe 
and Central Asian Coun-

tries where the temperature 
remains low.

The wetlands are among 
the main attractions for 
these birds as the wetlands 
are their habitation, she 
said, adding that in the pre-
vious year, Hokersar hosted 
5 lakh migratory birds and 
this year also, the number 
is very good.

Asked about the situa-
tion during freezing tem-
perature, she said in case 
the water body is P-06

Kashmir Power DISCOM
@KPDCLOfficial
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Government of Jammu &Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION GANDERBAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

CIVIL WORKS
SINGLE COVER SYSTEM (uptoRs.2.50Crores)

EE/R&B/Divn/Gbl/e-Tender NIT No. 188 of 2023-24 issued under endorsement No.14401-06 Dated:08.12.2023
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT J&K, e-tenders (In single cover system) are invited on Percentage basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the following works:-

S.No Name of the Work Adv. Cost
(Rs. ln Locs)

Cost of T/Doc. 
(In Rupees}

 Earnest Money
(In Rupees}

Time of 
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class Of 
Contactor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1

Construction of Drain and laying of Iron Trash 
from H/o Abdul Ahad Rather to Qamaria 
Hr. Sec. School Qamar Shah Sahib under  
Normal Grants.

Rs.7.82 
Lacs Rs.300/= Rs.15640/= 20-Days

Normal 
Grants 
2023-24

CEE/DEE

2 Upgradation of Earthen Brooder Pond (Bal-
ance work  phase-II) at NFSF Manasbal.

Rs.14.07 
Lacs Rs.600/= Rs.28140/= 40-Days Fisheries BEE/CEE/DEE

Position of AAA:-Accorded,
Position of funds:-Available.
1.	 The	Bidding	documents	consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	Drawings,	bill	of	quantities(B.O.Q),	Set	of	

terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below·-

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 08-12-2023  12:30 PM.
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 08-12-2023 from12:30PM.
3. Bid submission Start Date 08-12-2023 from12:30 PM.
4. Bid Submission End Date 13-12-2023 upto4.00PM.
5. Date & time of opening of Technical Bids(Online) 14-12-2023at10:35AMintheofficeofExecutive	Engineer	R&B	Division	Ganderbal

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of  Treasury Receipt/e-Challan in favour of 
Executive	Engineer	(R&B)	Division	Ganderbal.

Note:-The Date of Treasury Challan and CDR  must be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date.:        
Any deviation shall render the bidder as Non-responsive.
1. The Bidders shall  upload earnest  money equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the shape of CDR/FDR at the time of tendering pledged 

in	favour	of	Executive	Engineer	R&B	Division	Ganderbal	and	5%	of	the	allotted	cost	as	Performance	Security	in	the	shape	of	CDR/FDR/
BG	by	the	successful	bidder	pledged	in	 favour	of	Executive	Engineer	R&B	Division	Ganderbal.	The	Performance	Security	 i.e,5%	shall	
be released after successful completion of the Defect Liability Peroid (DLP) of the work. The EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be 
released after receipt of 5% Performance Security/after award of the contract for the Work is issued.

2.1 Note:-All bidders shall submit the uploaded Treasury Challan in Original before issuance allotment.
3.	 The	date	and	 time	of	opening	of	Bids	shall	be	notified	on	WebSite	www.jktenders.gov.in	and	conveyed	 to	 the	bidders	automatically	

through	an	e-mail	message	ontheir	e-mail	address.	The	bids	of	Responsive	bidders	shall	be	opened	online	on	same	Web	Site	in	the	Office	
of	Executive	Engineer	(R&B)	Division	Ganderbal	(tender	receiving	authority).

9.	 The	tender/bid	is	liable	to	rejection	if	it	does	not	fulfill	the	requirements	as	laid	down	in	NIT.
10. All other terms conditions are as per PWD Form 25(Double agreement Form)
No.14401-06 sd/-
Dated:08-12-2023		 Executive	Engineer	
 R&B Division Ganderbal

DIPK-13486-23
DT: 08/12/2023

Boosting tourism in Bhaderwah

DDC announces hosting 
of winter Carnival, 
interacts with tourists

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: District Develop-
ment Commissioner (DDC) 
Doda, Harvinder Singh 
Friday visited Guldanda 
in   Bhaderwah, a well-
known tourist destination 
which is witnessing the 
arrival of  tourists all the 
way from different states 
of  the country to enjoy 
winters amid snow capped 
mountains. The purpose of  
the visit was to engage with 
tourists, gather insights 
into their experiences and 
obtain valuable feedback to 
improve tourism facilities 
in the area.

During interactions 
with tourists, the DDC 
assured them of  their 
safety and convenience, 
emphasizing the admin-
istration's commitment to 
delivering a memorable 
and hassle-free experi-
ence. He also discussed the 
upcoming winter festival, 
set to showcase the rich 
cultural heritage and tra-
ditions of  the region.

The anticipated winter 
festival aims to draw a sig-
nificant number of  tour-
ists, providing a platform 
to promote local talent, 

craftsmanship, and cui-
sine. The event is poised 
to feature diverse cultural 
performances, adventure 
sports, local handicraft 
exhibitions, and entic-
ing food stalls. DDC Doda 
expressed enthusiasm 
for the upcoming winter 
carnival. He urged both 
locals and tourists to 
actively participate and 
contribute to its success. 
He further encouraged the 
tourism department and 
local stakeholders to make 
necessary arrangements, 
ensuring a seamless and 

enjoyable experience for 
all attendees.

As part of  his respon-
sibilities, DDC Doda Har-
vinder Singh conducted an 
inspection in the Bhader-
wah sub-district to ensure 
all necessary arrange-
ments for the upcoming 
JKSSB Panchayat Sec-
retary VLW exam are in 
place. This proactive mea-
sure aims to guarantee a 
smooth and efficient execu-
tion of  the examination at 
the designated exam center 
in Bhaderwah.

District Doda, the DC 

said, holds significant 
tourism potential with 
famous ancient spots like 
the Vasuki Naag temple, 
Gupt Ganga, Bhaderwah 
Fort, besides breathtaking 
destinations. "The district 
also boasts of  aromatic 
Bhaderwahi  Rajmaa and 
a number of  rare herbs 
famous across the country 
and even worldwide," he 
added. The DC emphasized 
that these ancient and 
archaeological spots could 
act as great attractions for 
tourists from all parts of  
the country and boost the 
tourism industry in the 
district.

The DC also high-
lighted potential tourist 
attractions like Famous 
Jai Valley, Gatha Park, 
Jantroon Dhar, Guldanda 
Lal Dramen, and other 
unexplored destinations. 
He mentioned that road 
connectivity from Bhad-
erwah towards Guldanda 
and Chattergallaa will be 
improved to enhance the 
tourist experience. The DC 
expressed optimism about 
leveraging the district's 
diverse offerings to make it 
a sought-after destination 
for tourists.

DC convenes DVC meet in Baramulla
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The 
Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Baramulla, Dr Syed 
Sehrish Asgar Friday pre-
sided over a meeting of  the 
District Valuation Com-
mittee (DVC) to deliberate 
on the preparation for the 
revision of  market value 
guidelines and rates for the 
upcoming calendar year 
2024 at Meeting hall of  DC 
Office complex, here.

The meeting encom-
passed a comprehensive 
review of revised proposals 
presented by Sub-divisional 
level committees, all com-
mittees, focusing on the 
revision of  annual stamp 
duty rates and the market 
value of land, buildings, and 
other immovable property 
within the district.

Committee members 
briefed the DC on the thor-
ough analysis of  rates, 
providing insights into the 

area/ village-wise percent-
age changes for incorpora-
tion in the year 2024.

The DC took a detailed 
overview of  the methodol-
ogy adopted, field exercises 
conducted, and the param-
eters considered in formu-
lating the proposed rates.

During the meeting, the 
DC held a brief  delibera-
tion on the proposals sub-
mitted by the committee 
members.

They emphasized that 
the revised rates are 
meticulously established 
in accordance with the cri-
teria for rate fixation.

This meeting signifies 
a crucial step in ensur-
ing transparent and well-
informed decision-mak-
ing regarding property 
valuation and stamp duty 
rates in Baramulla for the 
upcoming year.

The meeting was attend-

ed by the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla, 
Dr Zahoor Ahmad Raina; 
Superintending Engineer 
R&B, Reyaz Ahmad Parry; 
Divisional Forest Officer  
JV Division Baramulla, 
District Panchayat Officer, 
Executive Officer Munici-
pal Council Baramulla, 
Tehsildars Baramulla, 
Representative of  Town 
Planner and other con-
cerned officials.

DC Reasi calls for providing 
advance services to Shiv 
Khori Pilgrims

DC Shopian reviews 
arrangements for JKSSB Exams

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Shopian, Faz Lul Haseeb 
Friday chaired a meeting 
of  head of  institutions, 
Centre Superintendents 
and concerned Officers 
at Conference Hall of  DC 
Office here to finalize the 
preparations for JKSSB’s 
OMR based written exami-
nation of  Panchayat Secre-
tary, scheduled to be held 
on 10th of  December in the 
district.

During the meeting, it 
was informed that around 
4270 candidates are expect-
ed to appear in the written 
examination at 13 centers 
across the District. For the 
smooth, free and fair con-
duct of  examinations, 13 
Magistrates, Observers,  
Superintendents each and 
1 Dy.Superintendent have 
been deployed in the district.

Deliberations in the 
meeting focused on roles, 
responsibilities and coor-
dination of  manpower, 
meticulous arrangement 
of  basic facilities, espe-
cially heating arrange-
ments keeping in view the 
cold conditions, elaborate 
security arrangements, 
logistics for transporta-

tion, safekeeping of  exami-
nation materials and effi-
cient traffic management.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC said that fair 
and transparent exams are 
the top most priority of  the 
district administration.

He directed installa-
tion of  CCTVs in control 
rooms of  the educational 
institutions of  the district 
where these SSB exams are 
scheduled to be conducted 
along with videography of  
exams.

The meeting was 
apprised that the police 
department was directed 
to ensure adequate deploy-
ment of  Police personnel 
for escort of  examination 
material and for proper 
frisking.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Shopian, Dr. Nasir 
Ahmed Lone; Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Shopian, Dr. Zakir Hussain 
Faaz; Principal, IMGDC  
Shopian, Prof. Mohammad 
Shafiq; Chief  Education 
Officer, Shopian, Moham-
mad Shabir; Administra-
tive Officer, JKSSB, Javid 
Ahmed; Superintendents, 
Head of  institutions and 
other concerned were pres-
ent in the meeting.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

REASI:  District Develop-
ment Commissioner Reasi 
Vishesh Mahajan, who is 
also vice chairperson of  
Shri Shiv Khori Shrine 
Board, presided over dis-
cussions with members of  
the Board wherein empha-
sis was laid on best prac-
tices and technology up-
gradation for the devotees.

The Executive Offi-
cer presented a compre-
hensive overview of  the 
board's ongoing activities 
and achievements through 
a detailed PowerPoint pre-
sentation.

The meeting focused 
on different aspects of  
the Board's functioning, 
emphasizing its commit-
ment to improve shrine 
facilities and provide a 
seamless experience to the 
devotees.

DDC Vishesh Mahajan 
expressed satisfaction over 
the accomplishments of  
the Shri Shiv Khori Shrine 
Board, encouraging collab-
orative efforts to maintain 
high-quality services for 
pilgrims. He commended 
the dedication of  board 

members and urged them 
to take innovative mea-
sures for future develop-
ment.

During the meeting, 
DDC Mahajan stressed 
the significance of  adopt-
ing modern technologies 
to enrich the pilgrimage 
experience. He proposed 
switching over to online 
registration to expedite the 
process and enhance the 
organized management of  
pilgrim data.

Emphasizing transpar-
ency and accountability, 
DDC Mahajan introduced 
a robust system assigning 
unique identification num-
bers to each Pony Vala and 
Pithu Vala. This measure 
aims to efficiently monitor 
their activities, ensuring 
adherence to the highest 
service standards.

Key attendees included 
Joint Director Planning 
Sunita Kanchan, Executive 
Officer Pardeep Kumar, and 
Xen PHE and PWD represen-
tatives. The meeting served 
as a platform to review prog-
ress, address challenges, and 
outline future endeavors for 
the Shri Shiv Khori Shrine 
Board.

VBSY reaches Hayhama, Handwara 

blocks of Kupwara

Day-14: VBSY reaches 8 
Panchayats of Kulgam

VBSY displays remarkable 
community engagement 
in Anantnag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra in 
Anantnag has garnered 
widespread acclaim for its 
exceptional community 
engagement efforts, fos-
tering development and 
empowerment across vari-
ous sectors, demonstrating 
a strong commitment to 
connecting with the local 
community and address-
ing their needs.

The Yatra facilitated 
interactive workshops and 
seminars, providing a plat-
form for open dialogue on 
issues that were unsolved 
till date. This inclusive 
approach allowed for the 
exchange of  ideas, exper-
tise, and perspectives, fos-
tering a sense of  shared 
responsibility for commu-
nity development.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of  skill development 
in enhancing livelihoods, 
the Yatra implemented 
practical training pro-
grams tailored to the needs 
of  the local population. 
These initiatives not only 
equipped individuals with 
valuable skills but also 

contributed to the overall 
socioeconomic growth of  
the community.

The Yatra prioritized the 
well-being of  the commu-
nity by organizing health 
and wellness camps. These 
camps provided essential 
medical services, health 
awareness sessions, and 
counseling, ensuring that 
the residents had access 
to necessary healthcare 
resources.

Embracing the rich cul-
tural diversity of  Anant-
nag, the Yatra showcased 
cultural events, festivals, 
and celebrations. This not 
only showcased the vibrant 
heritage of  the region but 
also strengthened the bond 
between the Yatra and the 
local community.

In collaboration with 
local authorities and orga-
nizations, the Yatra initiated 
projects aimed at improving 
infrastructure in key areas. 
This included efforts to 
enhance educational facili-
ties, upgrade basic ameni-
ties, and raise awareness 
about various Govt. spon-
sored schemes and contrib-
ute to the overall develop-
ment of  Anantnag District.
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KULGAM: Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) con-
tinued on 14th day in the 
district, with an IEC cam-
paign organized in 08 more 
panchayats of  Kulgam 
block Friday.

Panchayat Halqas 
including Ereh, Awhatoo, 
Mahipora, Okey, Chansar, 
Chelan, Liroo and Ashthal 
were covered on Friday 
witnessing enthusiastic 
and vibrant participation 
of  stakeholders.

The Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra, a nationwide 
outreach initiative aimed 
at informing and empow-
ering citizens about the 
Government's flagship 
schemes, started its cam-
paign in the district on 25 
November from D.K.Marg 
block.

The Yatra is showcas-
ing the positive impact 
with beneficiaries of  
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, 
Kisan Samman Nidhi, PM 
PRANAM, Ujjwala Yojana, 
Jan Oushadhi, Khelo 
India, sharing their first-
hand experiences in vari-
ous panchayats in district 

Kulgam.
During the yatra, drone 

demos were also conducted 
in various places showcas-
ing the effective use of  
technology to enhance 
agricultural productivity.

During the yatra, Offi-
cers and officials contin-
ued to aware people about 
government schemes and 
interacted with people and 
motivated them to register 
for schemes and get bene-
fits under various employ-
ment and welfare based 
schemes.

Welfare, employment, 
insurance, social security 
and income generation 
based schemes were high-
lighted by all departments 
who had installed stalls.

IEC Vans were pressed 
into service also to dis-
seminate information 
among masses about vari-
ous welfare schemes of  the 
government.

Meanwhile, the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra has 
emerged as a powerful 
tool for bridging the gap 
between the Government 
and its citizens, ensuring 
that the benefits of  various 
schemes reach those who 
need them the most.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) on 
Friday reached Hayhama 
and Handwara blocks of  
Kupwara district.

Far flung Panchayats  
including Manigah A,B&C;  
Batpora A,B,C &D, Baba-
pora, Chalgund, Goni-
pora, Gundisana, Gutli-
pora, Jugtyal, Hummander, 
Kashirah, Manzhar, Payer-
pora and  Qasba Hayhama  
of  Block Hayhama and 
Maidan Chogal (i) & (ii), 
Shahlal, Wadipora-A & B of  
Block Handwara were cov-
ered under VBSY today.

At Panchayat Halqa 
Chalgund, BDO Hayhama 
administered the viksit 
pledge to the participants.

The VBSY- IEC vans 
reached far-flung villages 
where a large number of  
locals welcomed the van and 
listened to video speeches of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and other messages. 
IEC vans are helping empow-
erment of people through the 

dissemination and delivery 
of  people-centric services.

During the programme, 
people were made aware 
about centrally sponsored 
schemes and were asked 
to avail benefits of  these 
schemes.  People also high-
lighted various problems 
and demands which were 
taken note of  by the con-
cerned officials.

Pertinently, in frontier 
Kupwara district, the VBSY 
is proving to be a one-stop 
solution for beneficiaries 
who are getting themselves 

enrolled for different wel-
fare Schemes.

Under 'Meri Kahani Meri 
Zubani' beneficiaries of  cen-
trally sponsored schemes 
shared their experiences 
about the benefits they 
availed after enrolling them-
selves under these schemes.

Beneficiaries urged 
others to come forward and 
reap the benefits of  welfare 
schemes.

Resource persons of  dif-
ferent departments also gen-
erated awareness regarding 
public welfare schemes.

The line departments 
also raised awareness on 
public welfare schemes 
through display of  prod-
ucts in stalls at the venues 
of  VBSY. Students and local 
artists took part in skits and 
other cultural events.

Women and other achievers 
were also felicitated for their 
exemplary work in respective 
fields during the programme. 
Local participants also availed 
health services including 
screening for various ailments 
at health camps conducted at 
the mega event.

Through VBSY, the gov-
ernment is reaching out 
to the people at their door-
steps. Beneficiaries who 
are saturated with schemes 
like PM Awas Yojna and PM 
Ujjwala Yojna are enthusi-
astic and exploring other 
welfare schemes through 
this massive campaign. As 
the campaign of  the Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra is 
moving ahead day by day 
it is instilling strong belief  
among people about good 
governance.



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

NEWS

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR  |  Saturday, 09, December 2023 03
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SUB TRANSMISSION DIVISION-Ist (KPDCL), BEMINA, SRINAGAR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
e-NIT No. STD I /  22  of 2023-24 Dated 24.11.2023

For and on behalf of the Managing Director KPDCL, Short Term e-Tender, (In Single Cover System) is hereby invited from reputed registered Tour 
& Travel Agencies enlisted with  Transport Department of UT of J&K for the Job mentioned as:-

S.No Description of Work Earnest 
Money (In Rs.)

Cost of docu-
ment (In Rs.)

Position of 
Funds

Last date of submis-
sion of e-bid (online)

01

Rate Contract for Hire Charges of Vehicle (five-seaterwith load 
carrier) for transportation of Manpower for immediate resto-
ration of Power Supply round the clock during Winter season 
most likely for 03 months.

Rs.2000.00 
(Two Thou-
sand only)

Rs 200.00
Two Hundred 

only (Non 
refundable)

Available 18/12/2023; 04:00 
PM

1. Document Download/Sale (start) Date. 08/11/2023 ;01:00  PM
2. Document Download /Sale (End) Date. 18/12/2023; 10:00 AM
3 Bidding Queries/Clarifications N/A.
4. Bid Submission Start Date 11/11/2023;  10:00 AM
5. Bid Submission End Date 18/12/2023; 04:00 PM
6. Financial Bid Opening Date & Time 20/12/2023; 02:00 PM
7. Venue of Commercial/ Technical Bid Opening Electronically in the office of Executive Engineer STD-Ist Bemina Srinagar, J&K. 
8. Cost of e-Bid document Rs.200.00 (Rupees  TwoHundred only) Non refundable
9. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 2000.00(Two Thousand only).
10. Position of Funds Available

The bidders need to submit the proof/ cost of e-Bid document as stated in the above table through non-refundable Demand Draft  pledged to 
Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft  must be uploaded on e-tendering portal in Commercial 
/Technical Bid Documents & hard copy of the same to be submitted in the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar before 
opening of  Techno-Commercial/ Financial bids.
1. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR only, pledged to the Executive Engineer, STD-I, 

Bemina, Srinagar. No Interest would be payable on Earnest Money deposited with the Department.
2. Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD shall be submitted to the office of the Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar, before 

opening of techno-commercial bids. In case any bidder shall submit/upload the bid declaration instead of EMD, his bid shall be 
summarily rejected and shall not be considered for techno-commercial evaluation.  

3. The date and time of opening of financial bids shall be notified on web site http://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qualified 
bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The financial bids shall be opened accordingly online on the 
same web site at the office of the Executive Engineer, STD-I, Bemina, Srinagar.

4. The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on 
indicated date and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the convenience of the Tender Opening Committee. An 
authority letter of bidder’ representative will be required to be produced.

5. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e- Bids/ the e- Bid process without assigning any reason thereof .The decision 
of department will be final and binding.

6. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being a holiday/closed day for department’s office then the due date for opening of 
e-Bids shall be the following working day at the same time and place.

7.  All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, 
whereas Price Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet provided with the SBD.

8. To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ As per InformationTechnologyAct-2000, to 
participate in online bidding.

9. Hard copy of the bid (complete) of L1 Bidder must be delivered to the office of the Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar.
10. The name of the L1 bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. It may be noted that the hard copy should be an exact 

replica of the uploaded offer documents. For evaluation purposes the uploaded documents will be treated as authentic and final. The 
hard copy shall be used only for reference purpose. 

11. The name of the bidder and e-NIT no. shall be clearly written on the cover. It may be noted that the hard copy should be an exact replica 
of the uploaded offer documents. For evaluation purposes the uploaded documents will be treated as authentic and final. The hard copy 
shall be used only for reference purpose. 

12. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
 Any other information regarding e-tendering process can be had from the office of the Executive Engineer, STD- I, Bemina, Srinagar.  
No.:-    STD-I/5022-26 Sd/-
Dated:- 08 /12/2023.  Executive Engineer,
DIPK-NB-4693-23   Sub Transmission Division-I,
DT: 08/12/2023  Bemina, Srinagar.
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ADGP L&O J&K chairs joint 
meeting at PCR Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Additional 
Director General of  Police 
(ADGP) Law and order 
J&K, Vijay Kumar chaired 
a joint meeting of  all the 
DMs & SSsP of  Kashmir 
division on Friday after-
noon at PCR Kashmir.

Div Com Kashmir, IGP 
Kashmir, DD IB, DIsG of  all 
the ranges of  Kashmir, DIG 
CID and SSP PCR Kashmir 

also attended the meeting, 
a police spokesman said in 
a statement issued.

During the meeting, 
all the officers briefed the 
chair on the prevailing 
L&O and security scenario 
and shared the field-gener-
ated inputs with respect to 
all the expectedly emerg-
ing situations in view of  
upcoming events.

All the District heads 
were stressed to keep 

eye on the situation, 
and take preventive and 
punitive actions under 
law those who indulge 
in mischief, misinforma-
tion and misuse of  social 
media. He stressed that 
miscreants and mischie-
vous elements shouldn’t 
be allowed to vitiate the 
peace and harmony.

He also got briefed about 
prevention of  incidents 
and directed to antici-

pate different scenarios 
and accordingly plan an 
effective response for the 
same. All DMs and SSPs 
were asked by the ADGP 
and Div Com Kashmir to 
conduct meetings with 
field officers and other 
stakeholders. ADGP L&O 
sensitized them about the 
calibrated response to be 
taken in case of  any untow-
ard scene emerging out of  
the situation.

Div Com reviews installation of 4G 

BSNL service system in remote villages
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Divi-
sional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar 
Bidhuri Friday reviewed 
the process of  installation 
of  4G BSNL  infrastructure 
across the valley especially 
in uncovered villages and 
the villages along border 
fencing line to saturate the 
delivery of  advanced com-
munication services to the  
people.

The meeting was attend-
ed by all Deputy Com-
missioners, Additional 
Commissioner Kashmir, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue and officers of  
the BSNL.

Addressing the officers, 
Div Com directed DCs to 
supervise & expedite the 
process of  saturation of  

4G services in the identi-
fied villages where the 
advanced service is not 
available to the people.

He directed to ensure  

rapid mobilization of  
machinery and equip-
ments by the client award-
ed the work.

Div Com also empha-

sized for identification of  
villages ahead of  fencing 
line where the  work has 
to be done on priority 
basis.

No tourist vehicle to be allowed 

beyond Sonamarg: DC G'bl
Inspects Zojila Road for immediate safety measures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Follow-
ing the fatal road accident 
along the Zojila stretch, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Ganderbal, Shyam-
bir, conducted a thorough 
inspection of  the Zojila 
pass, Friday.

Accompanied by SDM 
Kangan, Javaid Ahmad 
Rather, ARTO Ganderbal, 
Tehsildar Gund, SDPO 
Kangan, and OC BEACON, 
the DC conducted a visit to 
evaluate the road condi-
tions and assess immediate 
safety measures to prevent 
future mishaps.

During the visit, the DC 
inspected vulnerable spots 
on the Zojila road stretch 
and issued instructions 
to BEACON authorities 
to implement necessary 
safety measures promptly.

The authorities briefed 
the DC on the immediate 
safety measures already 
taken, including erecting 
Hesco barriers with reflect-
ing tapes, signages, reflect-
ing mirrors, etc. The ongo-

ing project for long-term 
measures, such as retain-
ing walls and permanent 
crash barriers, is slated for 
completion in the next year.

Expressing grief  over 
recent tragic road acci-
dents on Zojila pass, the 
DC directed the concerned 
authorities to ensure effec-
tive safety measures to pre-
vent such incidents in the 
future.

A discussion was held 
on cutoff  timing from 

Sonamarg upward and Mini-
marg downward, with a deci-
sion made to restrict tourist 
vehicles beyond Sonamarg 
starting tomorrow.

To enhance road safety, 
the DC directed BEACON 
authorities to conduct thor-
ough trail runs before allow-
ing traffic towards Zojila 
pass.  He directed for dis-
playing Speed limits promi-
nently at key locations.

Meanwhile, The DC 
appealed to all commuters 

to strictly adhere to road 
safety measures, avoiding 
rash driving on Zojila pass.

The DC emphasized the 
importance of  immedi-
ate action to secure Zojila 
road, ensuring the safety of  
commuters and preventing 
further tragic incidents.

OC BEACON assured 
implementing both short-
term and long-term safety 
measures to safeguard 
lives on this critical stretch 
of  road. 

Dir Agri visits Arapath 
Vegetable Garden Anantnag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, 
Chowdhury Mohammad 
Iqbal Friday visited Ara-
path Vegetable Garden 
Anantnag.

During the visit, he took 
a tour of  different sections 
of  the garden and took 
stock of  the different rabi 
Vegetable Crops.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Director Agriculture 
said that under Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (HADP) a 
multi-dimensional project 
is being implemented by 
the department for the pro-
motion and development 
of  Vegetable sector in the 
region. He said Vegetable 
sector has a huge potential 
of  revenue and employ-
ment generation.

Iqbal said the time when 
our vegetable production 
season is on, it is actually 
off-season for the rest of  
the country which makes 

us special and allows our 
produce to have a readily 
available market and good 
prices. He asked the farm-
ers to take benefit of  these 
special agro-climatic condi-
tions and fetch maximum 
returns for their produce.

Director Agriculture 
asked young farmers/ agri-
preneurs to take advantage 
of  the different projects 
under HADP and contrib-
ute to the development of  
the agriculture economy. 
He said that young edu-
cated farmers are doing a 
good job and the trend is 
encouraging indeed.

He impressed upon the 
officers, Technical experts 
from the department to work 
shoulder to shoulder with 
these farmers particularly 
young farmers and guide 
them during the pre and post 
harvesting operations.

Chief  Agriculture Offi-
cer Anantnag, Ajaz Ahmad 
Dar and other senior offi-
cers were present on the 
occasion. 

Khyber organizes medical 
camp in Khanmoh

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Khyber 
Cement, a flagship cement 
brand in Jammu & Kash-
mir, had recently launched 
its new logo with the tag-
line 'Dil se banao'. Recent-
ly, the esteemed organiza-
tion organized an exten-
sive medical checkup in 
collaboration with Khyber 
hospitals and consultation 
camp at Khonmoh Chak 
village.

The medical checkup 
camp was organized under 
the CSR initiatives by 
Khyber Industries Private 
Limited along with Khyber 
Hospitals. The team of  doc-
tors included Gynecolo-
gists, Pediatrician, Gener-
al Physician and Nursing 
staff. The local villagers 
marked their attendance 
in impressive numbers.

A range of  medical tests 
and diagnosis were con-
ducted which also includ-
ed basic medical tests and 
ECG’s tests as per the 
requirement. Additionally 
free medicine was distrib-
uted among the patients 
as required. The medical 
camp witnessed an over-
whelming response from 
the local community, and 
they appreciated the ini-
tiative by KIPL Adminis-
tration for providing this 
opportunity for the well-
being of  the villagers.

Also, the KIPL man-
agement representatives 
appreciated the support 
from the Village Commu-
nity Members for arrang-
ing the space and other 
amenities for conducting 
the medical camp and for 
their assistance in making 
this initiative a success-
ful venture. Arshad Peer-
zada - Chief  HR & Admin 
Manager, Aaamir Anwar 
– Lead Employee Relations 
& Training and Mukhtar 
Ahmad - Assistant Man-

ager HR with other staff  
members from KIPL were 
present at the camp to 
ensure all arrangements 
were in place and the camp 
was concluded in an order-
ly manner.

The village administra-
tion and villagers were 
elated owing to the medical 
camp conducted in a pro-
fessional manner, thank-
ing KIPL and the entire 
contingent of  doctors and 
medical support staff  from 
Khyber Hospitals that was 
present for the endeavor. 
Mr. Umar Trumboo, Direc-
tor Corporate & Strategy 
- Khyber Cement, said, "At 
Khyber Cement, we are 
committed towards the 
betterment of  our region 
and citizens in the best way 
possible. It is important to 
pay due attention towards 
our health and ensure that 
any minor discomfort is 
attended to immediately. 
Our small step of  conduct-
ing a medical camp has 
seen a great response and 
we are glad that we could 
help so many people. We 
will be conducting more 
such camps in the near 
future and will ensure that 
more people are able to 
avail these health services. 
These initiatives align with 
our vision of  contributing 
towards the community’s 
welfare.”

The Kashmiri conglom-
erate is well-known for 
supporting causes like 
SAAYA (Shadow of  Hope), 
the O-Sport Foundation, 
events including Buland 
Hosla, the Mixed Martial 
Arts Association of  J&K, 
the O-Sport Foundation 
of  India, and many more. 
Khyber Cement adheres to 
the ideology of  contribut-
ing value by making mean-
ingful buildings that have a 
positive impact not just on 
people's hearts but also on 
the environment.

 Dilbagh Singh attends Internal 
Security Seminar in Tamil Nadu

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Former DGP 
J&K Dilbagh Singh attend-
ed the Internal Security 
Seminar at Defence Ser-
vices Staff  College, Wel-
lington, Tamil Nadu on 
December 7. Singh gave a 
detailed description about 
the historical perspective 
of  Kashmir imbroglio, 
emergence of  terrorism 
in J&K and the role of  
police and other secu-
rity forces in dealing 
with the challenges.

The seminar was attend-
ed by Joint Secretary 
NSCS, DGP Assam, Addi-
tional Director, IB J&K and 
other senior officers.

The seminar, was a deep 
drive into the numerous 
aspects of  National Securi-
ty with special reference to 
J&K’s intricate landscape 
and the pulse of  NE India.

Over 500 officers from 
all the three services and 
a sizable number of  offi-
cers from foreign friendly 

countries, participated in 
the seminar.

The staff  and student 
officers were enlightened 
with the dynamics of  inter-
nal security by the visiting 
specialists.

Former DGP J&K 
Dilbag Singh, while 
addressing the gathering, 
gave a through insight 
into the chronology of  
events as historical per-
spective to the Kashmir 
imbroglio and emergence 
of  terrorism in J&K, role 
of  J&K Police along with 
Security Forces, Intel-
ligence Agencies, other 
stakeholders and the 
prevailing encouraging 
security scenario brought 
about due to consistent 
and persistent efforts of  
the Govt. He also shared 
his experiences with the 
participants and deliber-
ated upon the way ahead 
achieve the desired end 
state to put in place sus-
tainable peace and prog-
ress in J&K—(KNO)

Ram Lal  takes review of 
snow clearance measures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Superinten-
dent Engineer (SE) R&B 
Kupwara, Ram Lal Friday 
chaired a meeting of  all 
Executive Engineers and 
AEEs to review the snow 
clearance measures put in 
place by the department in 
the district.

On the occasion, the SE 
impressed upon the officers 
to work with enthusiasm 
and added dedication to 
tackle any situation in the 
event of  snowfall. He asked 
them to gear up their men 
and machinery and main-
tain coordination with other 
departments and the gen-
eral public so that no incon-
venience is faced by them 
during snowfall.

The SE directed the offi-

cers to ensure that main roads 
and inner links are cleared of  
snow within 24 hours. He said 
that no road should remain 
closed due to snow accumula-
tion beyond 24 hours. During 
the meeting, the SE reviewed 
the availability of  snow clear-
ance machines, action plan 
prepared by the department 
to prevent interruption in 
service delivery during this 
winter season.

He impressed upon offi-
cers to prepare a comprehen-
sive and meticulous snow 
clearance plan to avoid any 
inconvenience to people.

He called for better coor-
dination in dealing with 
snow clearance operations 
and instructed officers for 
activation of  control rooms 
at District, Sub Division and 
Tehsil headquarters.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com

Printer, Publisher, Owner, 
Editor in Chief:

Javed Ashraf Shah

Associate Editor: 
Mir Suhail

Bureau Chief  Jammu: 
Harbans Nagokay

Manager: 
Peer Sajad

R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998
Regd No: 109555

Office  No: 0194-3593724

Email: 
goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

Office Address: 
B-11, Budshah Flats, Jehangir 

Chowk, Srinagar-190001
Printed at:

Khidmat Offset Printing 
Press, The Bund, Srinagar

Published From: 
Main Bus Stand, Near Masjid Rehmat, 

Lal Bazar, Srinagar - 190023

Layout Designer
Aijaz Ahmad Dar

EDITORIAL

IDEAS, OPINIONS AND VIEWS EXPRESSED IN ARTICLES PUBLISHED ARE WRITERS' OWN 
AND MAY NOT BE FOUND N ACCORD WITH THOSE OF GOOD MORNING KASHMIR

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

From Reel To Real Life

T
oday’s generation is a generation of 
Instagram reel making generation and 
a generation YouTube vlogger. Life has 
come a full circle. Earlier we would see 
our seventeen eighteen-year-olds set 

themselves up for some of the toughest tasks 
in life, get into some of the toughest and risky 
professions, ready to undertake a business ven-
ture, and get into upward mobility.
However, time has changed. Social media has 
brought with it lots of changes. The amount of 
time the younger generation spends on Ins-
tagram and YouTube is huge. Our youth have 
taken fancy to making reels on Instagram, fetch-
ing more followers, soliciting other people’s 
opinions on their content and those incurably 
yearning for validation and appreciation. Just 
a few decades back in Europe one can imagine 
the life of a 19-year-old guy. He was selected 
in conscription and straightaway sent to the 
frontline to serve his country. Today we are 
in an age when youth play with their lives to 
get more likes and more validation from the 
general public.
Instead of using social media to learn new arts, 
new ways of making money, the general map-
ping of ways of wealth creation, and knowing 
about other countries, they use it to create an 
alternative version of themselves. This version 
may not necessarily be their alter-ego but it 
is a trend spawned by someone on the inter-
net, a trend which becomes popular spawning 
shameless imitations of the same foolish act. 
There are also challenges like the ice bucket 
challenge, bear hug challenge, tortoise fight 
challenges, and so on. These needless, harm-
less, and without consequences acts give con-
stant dopamine hits to youth and feel the emo-
tion of a victor while they have wasted a day 
of their life.
We are seeing a lot of reels being made in edu-
cational institutions, some even in schools, 
many selfish parents use social media as a plat-
form where they upload reels of their children 
jumping, dancing, eating, and running just for 
big bucks earned from thousands of likes and 
shares. Some family people share their entire 
daily chores, right from morning breakfast to 
evening supper without any regard to privacy.
We must make youth use the Internet as the 
right platform and not where they waste their 
time. The heads of educational institutions in 
particular must ensure that there is limited or 
no usage of social media within the premises 
of educational institutions. 

The Importance Of 
Positive Discipline

HILAL BUKHARI

R
ecently our education depart-
ment held a brief  training 
session on Positive Disci-
pline. The main aim of  this 
initiative is to end the curse 

of  corporal punishment completely in 
our schools and replace it with a more 
efficient and effective technique. Many 
of  our lecturers, masters, and teachers 
were (wittingly or unwittingly) already 
aware of  this technique and were practic-
ing this nonviolent and fruitful technique 
wholeheartedly.  n However, some of us 
might not be aware of  the definition and 
the features of  positive discipline.

Positive Discipline is a program 
designed to teach young people or learn-
ers to become responsible, respectful, 
and resourceful members of  their com-
munities. Positive discipline is a more 
effective way to manage misbehaving 
students in the classroom, rather than 
using punishment or rewards. It allows 
students to learn and adapt their behav-
iors to meet expectations in the class-
room, while simultaneously teaching 
them how to make better choices in 
their path to adulthood.

Many of  our teachers have already 
given up the habit of  corporal punish-
ment which they had learnt from their 
elders influenced by the traditional 
methods of  teaching. Although, some 
teachers even nowadays think that cor-
poral punishment must be an integral 
part of  a successful education system 
due government's ban on it they hardly 
dare to practice it anymore now. Nowa-
days we don't see any sticks or other 
punishment tools in our schools which 

have been a norm while we were learn-
ing in the schools in the recent past.

any teachers are bewildered about the 
dearth of  discipline among the students 
and they are unable to understand how 
they can make their students behave 
properly in the classrooms in the absence 
of  any kind of  corporal punishment. The 
contemporary education system does not 
allow even a teacher to scold a student 
violently in the school. Some teachers 
even feel such a system is more deroga-
tory for themselves. But that is mainly 
due to the lack of  proper training of  
these teachers. Those teachers who are 
not aware of  the great features of  posi-
tive discipline or lack their belief  in these 
features still hope to bring back that out-
moded system which was only devastat-
ing for the learners physically, mentally 
as well as emotionally.

Positive discipline is a brilliant 
strategy. It believes in the following 
features mainly for a perfect classroom 
situation. It gives importance to Mutual 
respect in classrooms. Both the teacher 

and the learner must respect each other 
for ideal learning to prevail. Positive dis-
cipline teaches the teachers particularly 
the main skill of  identifying the belief  
behind the behavior. The teacher has to 
take each learner as a proper case study 
a ponder deeply to decipher the complex 
behavioral pattern of  any learner. Posi-
tive discipline also gives importance to 
effective communication and problem-
solving skills properly and skillfully. 
Proper communication between the 
teacher and the learner can solve all 
the learning issues properly.

Positive Discipline is the discipline 
that teaches focusing on solutions 
instead of  punishment. It is neither 
permissive nor punitive. It is rather 
progressive in its approach. Positive 
discipline believes in Encouragement 
instead of  praise. Praise can be a sheer 
flattering often which may lead to dan-
gerous consequences in the long run. 
Encouraging a learner keeps him or her 
on the right track. Positive Discipline is 
not aimed at creating better classroom 

and school environments only. It is an 
approach that may help us in better 
parenting. We have to practice it every-
where to get the better results. When we 
learn it wholeheartedly we understand 
our mistakes while nurturing the tender 
minds of  our children and learn how to 
take care of  them in a proper manner.

 In a nutshell, we have every right 
to believe that if  all the basic features 
of  positive discipline are applied prop-
erly in our homes and schools we shall 
be able to bring revolutionary results 
beneficial for the whole society and 
the nation for sure. The main thing is 
that the parents and the teachers must 
believe that this technique is going to 
help everyone in the long run. We must 
learn to change our rigid attitudes and 
embrace the changes wholeheartedly 
which are necessary to bring revo-
lutionary results in our education 
system particularly.

The author can be mailed at 
bukhari.hilalahmad5@gmail.com

Sustainable Rural Livelihoods Approach 

For Climate Change 

BHARAT DOGRA

O
ne of  the most 
r e m a r k a b l e 
aspects of  the 
challenge of  cli-
mate change is 

that often what is in any case 
needed in the interests of  jus-
tice and sustainability is also 
compatible with and helpful 
for climate change mitigation 
and adaptation. If  this does 
not appear to be so in a lot of  
the climate change discourse 
we encounter is because the 
big business interests have in 
many ways hijacked the dis-
course along the lines suitable 
for them, resulting in several 
serious distortions.

All this is most clearly evi-
dent in the food and agricul-
ture sector. Agro-ecology is 
most suitable for protecting 
soil and the environment, it 
also provides the most sustain-
able livelihoods. Agroecology 
cannot be practiced under the 
highly mechanized monocul-
tures of  big business. The kind 
of  caring and creative cultiva-
tion that agroecology needs is 
best provided by small farmers 
and family farmers, with a very 
special contribution by women 
farmers. Agro-ecology is best 
practiced on a land-owning 
pattern based on equal distri-
bution of  land among small 
farmer units, who work in 
cooperation with each other 
for common good. As is self-
evident and is agreed by almost 
everyone, it is such a system of  
agroecology practiced by small 

farmers which is most likely to 
produce healthy and safe food, 
and which is also likely to pro-
vide the best food security to 
the rural community and its 
various members.

As has been increasingly 
shown by a number of  studies, 
in terms of  yield per acre the 
agro-ecology system is capable 
of  equaling and sometimes 
even surpassing the industrial 
farming system, all the more 
so if  sustainability and longer-
term aspects are also consid-
ered. The ability of  the family 
farm system to minimize waste 
is also well-established.

At the same time, this is the 
system most likely to achieve 
very good results of  climate 
change mitigation as well as 
adaptation. This system mini-
mizes the use of  fossil fuels in 
the form of  chemical fertilizers, 
pesticides, herbicides, diesel, 
and big, heavy machines. With 
its emphasis on integrating 

trees with crops and on vari-
ous soil conservation practic-
es, this system enables a lot of  
absorbing of  carbon. With its 
strength of  food security and 
land rights of  all or almost all 
people, this system is capable 
of  increasing the resilience of  
communities in meeting more 
frequent adverse weather 
events. Its adaptation is also 
enhanced by the greater coop-
eration for a more common 
good which is maximized 
under conditions of  equality, 
in turn based on almost all 
rural households owning small 
plots of  farmland, which can be 
adequately cared for and pro-
tected by those who own them 
and care for them. Adaptation 
is also enhanced by the fact 
that small farmers practicing 
agro-ecology do not have to 
spend a lot of  cash on outside 
inputs or industrial inputs, and 
are by and large self-reliant in 
terms of  their input needs. 

Hence the chances of  their 
indebtedness and ruin related 
to big expenses incurred even 
in bad weather years are mini-
mized. They are self-reliant in 
terms of  their seeds and skills; 
hence they can quickly adapt 
to weather conditions sud-
denly turning adverse and do 
not have to keep waiting for 
any advice from the top. Their 
highly decentralized system 
based on local skills and under-
standing of  local conditions is 
great for climate change adap-
tation, just as it is great for cli-
mate change mitigation.

Hence the compatibility and 
mutually supportive nature of  
all the requirements of  a desir-
able food and farming system 
(healthy and safe food, ade-
quate yield, satisfactory and 
sustainable livelihoods, climate 
change mitigation and adap-
tation) are well-established 
under a small farmer agro-
ecology system. This should be 

widely appreciated and under-
stood for farm and food policy.

However as big business is 
unable to extract its big prof-
its and is unable to secure its 
dominance and control under 
such a system, it is opposed 
to such a system. It loses no 
opportunity to advance all 
sorts of  highly suspect and 
even dangerous arguments to 
instead promote its own big 
business model as desirable 
or even essential for achiev-
ing food security as well as 
for meeting the challenge of  
climate change. These distor-
tions spread by big business 
interests should not confuse 
and mislead food and farm 
policy, pushing it in entirely 
wrong and harmful direc-
tions.(Courtesy: Counter Cur-
rents) 

Bharat Dogra is Honorary 
Convener, Campaign to Save 

Earth Now.
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Enabling A Safer Digital 
Space For Women 

SHOBHA SHUKLA
 

I
n today’s world, many 
human interactions are 
taking place in online 
spaces. As the internet and 
mobile technologies, as well 

as social media spaces, become 
more and more accessible, this is 
where many of  our real-life activ-
ities take place. Many of  us find 
virtual spaces safe and conve-
nient to share opinions, exchange 
ideas, increase our knowledge, 
and find entertainment, without 
even stepping out of  our homes.

Alas! Patriarchy is spreading 
its tentacles in this area too, and 
with every passing day, these 
spaces are getting more and 
more dangerous and unsafe for 
many- especially for women and 
girls and other marginalized com-
munities.

From posting abusive and 
obscene messages and /or por-
nographic videos and sexually 
explicit photos of  females with 
the intent of  blackmail, to unau-
thorized use and manipulation of  
personal information, including 
fake images and videos, issuing 
life threats and trolling, stalking 
women who do not toe the line 
or dare to question the patri-
archal subjugation of  women, 
technology-driven online vio-
lence against women and girls 
has taken myriad forms.

Online violence can be defined 
as “any act of  gender-based 
violence against women that is 
committed, assisted or aggravat-
ed in part or fully by the use of  
ICT, such as mobile phones and 
smartphones, the internet, social 
media platforms or email, against 
a woman because she is a woman, 
or affects women disproportion-
ately."

One must not forget that 
online public sphere is as real 
and impactful as its offline coun-
terpart and the impact of  online 
gender based violence (OGBV) 
is increasingly spilling over into 
offline spaces, sometimes with 
severe consequences. Correla-
tions between in-person abuse 
and OGBV have been document-
ed through multiple studies. In a 
recent global survey by UNESCO 

on online violence against women 
journalists 73% of  the partici-
pants said they had experienced 
online violence and 20% said 
they had been attacked offline in 
connection with online violence 
targeting them. The top perpetra-
tors included anonymous people 
(57%), government officials (14%), 
and colleagues (14%), and politi-
cal parties (10%).

A research study released by 
UN Women’s Regional Office for 
Asia-Pacific on ‘understanding 
opposition to gender equality and 

feminism in the virtual space’, 
reveals that various men’s groups 
are launching online attacks 
against feminism and women’s 
rights activists on social media 
platforms. The study specifi-
cally captured anti-feminist and 
anti-gender equality content on 
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube 
platforms that are used to oppose 
gender equality and women’s 
rights in India, Bangladesh, and 
the Philippines.
False narratives of the online 

manosphere
The analysis found that these 

groups of  men, commonly called 
the online “manosphere”, use a 
range of  narratives and tactics 
that attack feminism and pro-
mote men’s issues, and belittle 
women’s rights activists. The nar-
ratives spread by them portray 
men as victims of  gender equality 
and justify misogyny under the 
pretext of  religion, culture, and 

political ideologies.
Dominant narratives used by 

manosphere groups in these coun-
tries justify patriarchy violence 
and hostility against women. They 
propagate victim blaming, jokes 
about rape, justification of  attacks 
against feminists, and rally behind 
political leaders who approve of  
sexism and violence. They share 
excerpts of  religious texts and 
sermons from religious leaders to 
show how gender equality has led 
women astray and tarnished tra-
ditional institutions such as mar-

riage, family, and motherhood.
Examples from India

India is one of  the world’s big-
gest internet-enabled nations, 
that is estimated to have an active 
internet user base of  900 mil-
lion by 2025. 519 million Indians 
currently use social media. The 
country also boasts of  the highest 
number of  FaceBook users glob-
ally at 280 million users. There 
has been an increased interest 
in topics such as “feminazi”, 
and “why men are better than 
women”. Their content often uses 
slang in local languages, terms 
such as "fake feminists", viral 
celebrity names, and hashtags to 
attract followers.

More than half  of  the posts in 
India’s manosphere claim that 
men have fallen victim to gender 
equality. Some of  these groups 
propagate gender-unequal ideas 
of  what constitutes a “good 
woman" according to dominant 

religious beliefs and ideals. A 
Facebook page by the Save Indian 
Family Foundation aims to fight 
gender-friendly laws. For exam-
ple, one shared meme discredits 
women who try to access their 
rights through the law. Catch-
phrases of  the meme ask women 
the following two questions: Do 
you earn more money than your 
husband? Do you hide this fact in 
court? The meme concludes with 
this message to men: “We should 
learn how to do melodrama in 
court from them.”

This narrative not only wrong-
ly portrays women as false vic-
tims who use melodramatic pleas 
to gain sympathy, but also dis-
credits and belittles the judicial 
process.

In Bangladesh and the Philip-
pines, too activists in the mano-
sphere are growing in number. 
Topics such as “men’s rights 
activists”, “women belong to 
the kitchen”, and “‘feminism 
destroys society” are becoming 
increasingly common and women 
celebrities and journalists are 
denigrated. These posts are mired 
in misogyny, sexism, and hatred 
towards women.

The way forward
Despite the rise in OGBV, and 

its devastating effects it is often 
trivialized due to authorities 
taking poor punitive action- more 
so as there are no visible scars of  
the intense mental and emotional 
trauma associated with OGBV, 

that go unnoticed, leaving indeli-
ble marks on the women’s psyche. 
In the UNSECO study, 26% of  the 
participating women journalists 
identified severe mental health 
impacts, while 4% had quit their 
jobs as a result of  online violence. 
And this is just the tip of  the ice-
berg of  this gigantic problem.

There is an urgent need to 
understand this online opposition 
to gender equality and to develop 
strategies to prevent the violence 
it produces. One recent Indian 
study points out that ‘the existing 

patchwork of laws in the country is 
inadequate to sufficiently address 
the complexities of  the lived.

realities of violence in the digi-
tal sphere. The study authors say 
that “to make online spaces safe for 
women, governments must review 
and update legislation and policies 
to fully protect people from OGBV”.

This observation is pertinent 
for other countries too. We have 
to engage with regressive social 
norms that still persist in the judi-
cial systems of  many countries. 
There is an urgent need to: Bring 
about legal change internation-
ally and nationally to make online 
spaces safer for women, includ-
ing through criminalizing online 
misogyny and violence; Train-
ing and equipping police and law 
enforcement agencies to handle 
complaints about online harass-
ment effectively; Making response 
services survivor-centred.

Private sector companies and 
online platforms need to iden-
tify, prevent, and remove online 
threats, harmful content, and 
abuse directed at women and 
other marginalized genders.

This year, the United Nations 
marks 16 Days of  Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence 
Campaign under the theme 
‘UNiTE! Invest To Prevent Vio-
lence against Women & Girls. 
By using #NoExcuse as a slogan 
and hashtag, the campaign calls 
for financing different preven-
tion strategies and transform-
ing social norms to end violence 
against women and girls.

Aligned with this global cam-
paign, UN Women Türkiye’s 
#NoExcuse campaign under-
lines the importance of  protective 
legal frameworks and calls for the 
effective implementation of  laws 
to prevent all forms of  violence 
against women, including online 
gender-based violence.

Shobha Shukla is the award-
winning founding Managing 

Editor and Executive Director 
of  Citizen News Service and is a 

feminist, health, and development 
justice advocate. She is a former 

senior Physics faculty of  the pres-
tigious Loreto Convent College 

and current Coordinator of  the 
Asia Pacific Regional Media Alli-
ance for Health and Development 

(APCAT Media) and Global AMR 
Media Alliance (GAMA). Follow 
her on Twitter @shobha1shukla 

or read her writings here www.bit.
ly/ShobhaShukla)
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Thousands Bid
The family members were also present. 

They were weeping and wailing.
Masroor fell victim to an attack while 

he was enjoying a game of  cricket on a 
sunny day in Srinagar, on October 29, 
at Eidgah playground. Despite battling 
with immense fortitude, he succumbed 
to his grievous injuries in AIIMS Delhi 
on Thursday.

As the body of  the martyred police 
inspector reached back home, an atmo-
sphere of  mourning engulfed the area. 
Friends, colleagues and community mem-
bers poured in, their eyes drenched with 
tears, to bid a last goodbye to the beloved.

Everyone around shared their pain as 
they said goodbye to the beloved patriot. 
The uncontainable tears reflected the 
shared pain of  those present.

Masroor’s recent posting was as the 
Station House Officer (SHO) at Chana-
pora, where he was posted for a few days. 
Lastly, he was posted at the Police Control 
Room (PCR), Batamaloo.

“Masroor was a gentle and down-to-
earth man. Despite being a police officer, 
he had zero craze. We were like brothers 
and he used to share everything with me,” 
his friend Iqbal (name changed) said.

"I fail to understand why anybody would 
kill such a noble soul. The thought of  his 
wife becoming a widow and his unborn 
child an orphan sends shivers down our 
spines. We are unable to come to terms 
with this tragic loss. We deeply miss him. 
May Allah grant him Jannat-ul-Firdous," 
said Iqbal, who was inconsolable and con-
tinued sobbing. Meanwhile, hundreds of  
people including senior police officers 
and officers from the administration 
attended the funeral of  the slain inspec-
tor at Eidgah amid tears and sobs. A pall 
of  gloom had descended in the entire area 
with women wailing and mourning the 
death of  Inspector Wani—(KNO)

'Police To Ensure
spirit while on leave or on duty to avoid 

incidents like the one in which a police 
inspector was attacked on October 29 at 
Eidgah, Srinagar.

Talking to reporters on the sidelines of  
the wreath-laying ceremony slain police 
inspector Masroor Ahmed Wani, who was 
injured in a terrorist attack while playing 
cricket at Eidgah on October 29, and suc-
cumbed yesterday at AIIMS, at DPL Sri-
nagar, ADGP Law and Order J&K Vijay 
Kumar said and the officers and other 
ranks have been directed to follow the 
SoPs in spirit.

“Fresh directions passed to one and all 
to follow SoPs while on leave or while per-
forming the duties to avoid becoming soft 
targets,” Kumar said. Inspector Wani suc-
cumbed at AIIMS yesterday after battling 
for life for 39 days. A bullet had stuck his 
head. Wani’s body was brought to Sri-
nagar from AIIMS this morning.

ADGP Kumar while replying to a query 
admitted that police had inputs about 
possible attack by the terrorists on Octo-
ber 29. “Yes, we had inputs about a pos-
sible attack by terrorists. But mistakes 
happen at some times and in this case 
also, a mistake happened and we lost an 
officer,” he said, adding that a “fool-proof  
mechanism has been put in place to avoid 
Eidgah-like incidents.”

Asked about the attackers involved in 
Wani’s killing, he said: “J&K police and 
NIA is jointly dealing with the case. We 
are working some important leads. Those 
involved will be eliminated or arrested 
soon. It is not advisable to reveal any-
thing about the ongoing investigations.” 
Meanwhile, senior officers from the 
administration and police attended the 
wreath-laying ceremony of  slain inspec-
tor Masroor Ahmed Wani at DPL amid 
moist eyes. Floral tributes were paid to 
the fallen cop—(KNO)

Union Power Minister
expeditiously implement smart meter-

ing, ensuring end to end solution includ-
ing integration with MDM, enabling 
pre-paid functionality and other smart 
features so that benefits of  the technol-
ogy are effectively passed on to the con-
sumers.

He directed the CPSUs engaged in RDSS 
implementation to promptly award and 
initiate execution of  all projects entrust-
ed to them, recognizing the intended 
impact of  RDSS works in transforming 
J&K's power sector.

Lieutenant Governor apprised the 
Union Minister of  continuance of  obso-
lete wires and other network elements 
especially in rural areas which cause 
undue power interruptions.

The Union Minister called for a com-
prehensive proposal for the same and 
assured sufficient funding for system 
revamping.

Apart from the technical matters, a 
notable highlight of  the meeting was 
launching of  4E Wave - A Student led 
National Movement for Energy Conser-
vation by the Union Minister and Lieuten-
ant Governor of  J&K.

While launching the 4E Wave -a Stu-
dent lead National Movement for Energy 
Conservation, the Union Minister was 
elated to know that the youth of  J&K has 
taken the initiative to launch a national 
movement on energy conservation, which 
holds the potential to make a substantial 
impact on nation’s energy conservation 
efforts.

The 4E Wave movement, first of  its kind, 
encapsulates four key elements including 
eco-friendliness; promoting energy-sav-
ing practices that are environmentally 
friendly, economy; emphasizing energy-
saving solutions that lead to economic 
benefits for individuals and communi-
ties, education; focusing on educating the 

public about energy- saving   methods 
and their importance and empowerment; 
empowering individuals and communi-
ties to take active roles in conserving 
energy.

The movement strives to promote sus-
tainable practices and instil a sense of  
responsibility in individuals and com-
munities to save energy.

Originating from the students of  Gov-
ernment College of  Engineering & Tech-
nology (GCET), Jammu, this youth led 
movement, launched with the support 
of  J&K Power Development Department 
and Bureau of  Energy Efficiency (BEE), 
Union Ministry of  Power, invites indi-
viduals across the nation to contribute 
to the vital cause of  energy conservation.

During the launching ceremony of  the 
4E wave, a web portal viz. www.4ewave.
com was also unveiled by the dignitaries, 
which will provide an interactive plat-
form to the citizens nationwide for infor-
mation and resource sharing related to 
energy conservation.

The user-friendly portal requires a simple 
registration process for on-boarding in the 
movement and the participants are pro-
vided with certificates of  acknowledgment 
on registration. Any Indian citizen can be 
a part of  this campaign. Beyond this recog-
nition, participants enjoy a wealth of  ben-
efits, including personalized energy-saving 
tips tailored to their consumption patterns, 
regular updates on latest developments in 
energy conservation, and a dynamic plat-
form for sharing articles on energy con-
servation for publication in the e-magazine 
named ‘e-kshitij’ to be published quarterly. 
Additionally, the portal will host contests 
focusing on energy conservation, providing 
an interactive experience for users.

Union Minister emphasized that the 4E 
Wave movement marks a resolute commit-
ment to mitigate the impact of  harmful 
carbon emissions, and paving the way for 
a sustainable energy future. By actively 
engaging in the 4E Wave campaign, indi-
viduals are not only taking steps toward 
reducing carbon footprints but are also 
fostering a collective responsibility for a 
more sustainable and eco-friendly future. 
He invited all Indian citizens to be part 
of  this impactful journey toward energy 
conservation and sustainable future.

Lieutenant Governor, appreciated the 
active participation of  J&K youth in this 
noble cause. He commended the efforts 
of  State Designated Agency for Energy 
Conservation, J&K Power Development 
Department, Principal GCET Jammu and 
Director General BEE, MoP for support-
ing the campaign.

Lieutenant Governor mentioned that 
this initiative will significantly con-
tribute towards promoting the National 
Cause of  Energy Conservation and play 
a crucial role in safeguarding the planet.

Besides, a real time portal, www.dtre-
portjk.in, for tracking Distribution Trans-
former’s damage status and replacement 
time was also launched by the dignitaries 
during the occasion. The portal provides 
the citizens with the up-to-date informa-
tion concerning damage status of  Distri-
bution Transformers in their respective 
areas. The portal aligns with the concern 
of  the Lieutenant Governor of  J&K, who 
consistently emphasizes for minimizing 
the replacement time of  damaged DTs in 
both urban and rural areas, for avoiding 
inconvenience to the public.

‘PDD To Sign 472
Kashmir, Manoj Sinha met Union Power 

and NRE Minister R. K. Singh in New 
Delhi last evening in the wake of  rising 
power demand in UT, as a result of  eco-
nomic growth and increasing electrifica-
tion, during the ongoing winter season.

In the meeting Sinha had informed that 
the current demand of  UT of  J&K has 
touched around 2800 MW with a deficit 
of  approximately 1400 MW in the current 
winter season.

He requested the Union Power Minister 
for allocating more power to the UT.

In the meeting, Singh informed LG of  
Jammu and Kashmir that the Ministry 
of  Power has already allocated 1500 MW 
from the Central pool to meet the winter 
requirements of  J&K.

“Further, 472 MW is also allocated under 
Shakti policy, for which, Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA) with Power department 
of  J&K is proposed to be signed by the end 
of  Dec, 23,” reads the official statement 
of  Ministry of  Power.

It further states that an overall, 1972 
MW of  additional allocation has been 
made by the Central government to take 
care of  the urgent power requirement of  
the Union Territory.

The Union Minister directed the offi-
cers of  the Ministry of  Power to ensure 
adequate allocation of  Power to the UT of  
J&K to meet the rising demand.

He also reviewed various programmes 
of  the Ministry of  Power being imple-
mented in the UT, under Central Sector 
Schemes—(KNO)

DSEJ Announces
classes from 9th to 12th standard shall 

observe the vacations from December-18 
to February-29 respectively.

The directorate further ordered that 
the Chief  Education Officers shall ensure 
online classes for Class 10 and 12th 
through CRC's.

It also ordered that the teaching staff  
shall report back to their respective 
schools on February-21 so that they 
remain available for making arrange-
ments regarding preparation of  ensuing 
examinations.

“All teachers shall remain available on 
demand for any online guidance of  stu-
dents during vacation period,” it reads.

DSEJ said that any default on part of  
the Head of  the Schools or Teaching staff  
in observance of  the instruction schedule 

shall attract strict action under rules—
(KNO)

5 Arrested With
Arms Act at Vijaypur police station, 

they said.
Singh was arrested in 2018 with three 

others in connection with a kidnapping 
and attempt to murder case, according 
to police.

In the second incident, police received 
information that some people were col-
lecting royalty from the mining mafia at 
the cricket ground in Sum Toph, Phal-
lian Mandal area. A team rushed to the 
spot and arrested four people who were 
identified as Abhishek Singh, Ravi Singh, 
Harbax Singh and Sachin Singh, officials 
said.

During a search, a sharp-edged weapon 
was recovered from the accused. A case 
under the Arms Act has been registered 
against them and an investigation is 
underway, they said.(Agencies)

J&K Has 2nd Highest
which includes 100 GW from solar, 60 

GW from wind, 10 GW from bio-power, 
and 5 GW from small hydro-power.

This year, the Centre has also focused 
on establishing infrastructure for utiliz-
ing renewable energy sources in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

In the budget released earlier this year, 
the Centre proposed installing 4,000 addi-
tional agricultural solar pumps and com-
missioning about 80 megawatts of  solar 
capacity, which would cover 20,000 fami-
lies in the union territory.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and Kashmir 
government is also planning to harness 
500 Megawatts of  solar energy by 2030 
under a clean energy mission.

As per the vision document of  the 
Jammu and Kashmir government, the 
government has to complete the target 
of  generating 1500 MW of  solar energy in 
the union territory by 2047.

An official of  the Jammu and Kashmir 
Energy Development Agency said they 
have been promoting the use of  solar 
energy driven appliances.

“We are offering financial assistance for 
solar water heaters, cookers, and other every-
day goods. A significant effort to encour-
age people to utilize appliances powered by 
renewable energy would be launched in the 
upcoming months,” he said—(KNO)

12,497 Families
initiative.
These include 86,192 from Anantnag, 

22,221 from Ramban, 12,714 from Kulgam, 
10,223 from Pulwama, 9758 from Gander-
bal, 6897 from Shopian, 3593 from Srinagar, 
17,48 from Budgam, 1717 from Bandipora 
and 1152 from Baramulla. The arrange-
ments at district level were supervised by 
the respective Deputy Commissioners.

The concept of  transport service was 
introduced after 1st International Confer-
ence on Transhumance held in Albania in 
2021 shared International best practices for 
sustaining transhumance and supporting 
the pastoral communities in migration to 
avoid conflict, mitigate losses and establish 
institutional mechanisms.

Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department, 
Dr Shahid Iqbal Choudhary informed 
that as per 2021 survey conducted by 
the department tribal families possess 
an average livestock of  12.48 and family 
size is 5.8. This year total livestock num-
bering 1.56 Lakh was transported along 
with the families from various districts 
of  Kashmir to Jammu.  An evidence 
based approach public policy has been 
introduced to acknowledge the rangeland 
management and environmental conser-
vation services provided by the migratory 
tribal families based on which transport 
service is being provided an incentive.

Dr Choudhary informed that at an aver-
age each family saves 20 days of  transit and 
taking into account man-days and prevail-
ing wage rates there’s is saving of  Rs 20,380 
per family of  3 adults and additional saving 
of  transport costs upto Rs 40,000.  He said 
that notional saving of  these families during 
current migration season is Rs 25.46 Cr for 
days saved and Rs 48.72 Cr for transportation 
and other expenses.  These initiative lead to 
poverty reduction and also safeguarding the 
livestock against losses related to accidents, 
exhaustion deaths and climatic conditions.

He added that the United Nations has 
declared 2026 as the International Year of  
Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) to create 
awareness about role of  pastoralists in sus-
tainability and drive public policies for their 
inclusion and empowerment.  Jammu and 
Kashmir, over last two years, has taken sub-
stantial steps to promote sustainable trans-
humance and economic growth of  the migra-
tory tribal pastoral families.

Secretary Tribal Affairs appreciated 
the coordinated role played by the Deputy 
Commissioners, J&K Road Transport Cor-
poration, Planning Department, Sheep 
Husbandry Deptt, Traffic Police and other 
departments to support and facilitate 
migration of  families through National 
Highway -44 and the Mughal road over last 
more than 10 weeks which also benefited 
the smooth export of  Kashmir’s horticul-
ture produce and traffic management.

CS For Ensuring
valuable for people at grassroots level.
He impressed upon the Department to 

carry forward this campaign ensuring 
that the cleanliness parameters actu-
ally aspired for in the ODF+ Model cat-
egory which J&K has secured do not fell 
short anywhere in the UT. He directed 
for having continuous assessment of  the 
same by the Department for all the vil-
lages of  the UT to maintain it for all the 
times.

The Chief  Secretary further made out 
that the door to door collection and seg-
regation of  waste in rural areas shall be 
monitored to ensure that the agencies 
or persons put on this job are doing it 
as per the schedule and set criteria. He 
asked for looking into the collection of  
user charges in the villages for this pur-
pose and the ways to make this exercise 
sustainable for all the times.

Regarding the NRLM the Chief  Secre-
tary maintained that the empowerment 
of  women is another focus area nation-
ally and a concern too for PM. He made 
out that the rural women shall be impart-
ed all the training to turn options into 
opportunities. He expressed that these 
women are creative enough to keep on 
adding value to their enterprises once 
they are given freedom to establish and 
flourish them as per their convenience.

He advised for encouraging them through 
capacity building and strengthening their 
cadre by efficient utilization of  Community 
Resource Persons provided by the mission. 
He called for making it a regular exercise 
for these resource persons to visit far off  
places to bring a positive drive among the 
women there to channelize their energies 
into successful enterprises.

Regarding other schemes Dulloo stressed 
on strictly adhering to National Mobile 
Monitoring System (NMMS) in execution 
of  MGNREGA works. He asked for complet-
ing all the targeted works taken up under 
convergence in the scheduled time during 
the ensuing financial year.

He also took note of  the houses com-
pleted under PMAY and asked the depart-
ment to ensure that the housing needs of  
all the houseless are fulfilled here.

He asked for digitization of  Back to Vil-
lage data besides devising a mechanism 
to make it a year long demand raising 
and interface between public and admin-
istration. He even asked for creation of  a 
dedicated portal for the same displaying 
the status of  all such demands received 
by the Prabhari officers.

During this meeting the Chief  Secre-
tary took appraisal of  the online services 
offered by the Department. He enquired 
about their uptake in different areas. He 
asked for the service wise status in dif-
ferent parts of  the UT for checking their 
smooth availability in all the areas.

The Commissioner Secretary, RDD, 
Mandeep Kaur presented the over-
all status of  all the schemes and proj-
ects under implementation here by the 
Department. She also brought forth all 
the issues related to the implementation 
of  such schemes and programmes.

The Commissioner Secretary apprised 
about the physical and financial progress 
made by the Department under MGNRE-
GA, Convergence, PMAY, NRLM, SBM(G), 
RSGA, B2V4 besides other projects of  
the department. She also presented the 
details about Panchayat Development 
Index and the achievements made in 
other deliverables set out for the depart-
ment for the ensuing financial year.

Cold Conditions
for the famous resort in south Kashmir.
Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, record-

ed a minimum of  minus 2.0°C against 
minus 1.4°C on the previous night and the 
temperature was below normal by 1.3°C 
and coldest for the place, the official said.

Kupwara town in north Kashmir recorded 
a low of  minus 2.5°C against minus 3.1°C on 
the previous night and it was 0.7°C below 
normal there, the official said.

Gulmarg, the official said, recorded a 
low of  minus 3.0°C against minus 2.5°C on 
the previous night and the temperature 
was 0.7°C above normal for the famous 
skiing resort in north Kashmir.

Jammu recorded a minimum of  8.6°C 
against 9.6°C on previous night, and it 
was below normal by 1.4°C for the winter 
capital of  J&K, he said.

MeT has predicted further drop by 1-2°C 
is expected in the next two days before some 
relief  from the freezing cold conditions.

Till December 10, he said, mainly dry 
weather is expected in J&K.

On December 11, he said, the weather is 
expected to be generally cloudy.

From December 12-15, he said, weather 
is likely to be generally cloudy with light 
rain/snow at isolated higher reaches.

“Fall in Minimum temperature by 1-2°C 
is expected during next 2 days over all the 
stations and thereafter slight improve-
ment till December 15,” he said. (GNS)

With Winter, Migratory
frozen, the birds are being provided 

artificial feed, however these birds rely 
on the natural food only.

About the poaching incidents, she said, 
“I appeal to the people that these birds are 
our guests and cooperate with the depart-
ment in ensuring their safety here in the 
wetlands of  Kashmir,” she said—(KNO)
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Three Ram Lalla idols to 
be ready for selection in 
mid-December

Stop fighting, let’s focus on climate justice, 
children plead to COP28 dignitaries

IANS

AYODHYA: All three 
idols of  Ram Lalla (child 
form of  Lord Ram) will be 
ready for final selection by 
a five-member committee 
of  prominent seers of  the 
‘Ramanandi’ Sampradaya 
(sect) in mid-December.

Three renowned sculp-
tors are busy giving final 
touches to the idols in 
Ayodhya at separate loca-
tions, behind closed doors 
which are out of  bounds for 
common people.

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
Tirath Kshetra Trust has 
constituted the panel that 
will select one of  the three 
idols that will be enthroned 
at the Ram temple’s sanc-
tum-sanctorum next 
month.

It is most likely that the 
three idols will be ready 
between December 15 and 
20 to go through the selec-
tion process.

Kameshwar Chaupal, a 
member of  the Trust, said, 
“Ram Lalla’s idol that is 
aesthetically closer to the 
deity will be selected. The 
51-inch idol must resem-
ble the five-year-old Ram 
Lalla.”

Mahant Kamal Nayan 
Das, who is part of  the 
panel that will select the 
idol, said, “The idol must 
be a replica of  five-year-old 
Ram Lalla. Selecting one 
idol out of  the three will 
not be easy. The only crite-
rion will be its resemblance 
to Ram Lalla.”

Two other mem-
bers of  the committee 
are Mithilesh Nandani 
Sharanji and Jagadguru 
Ramanandacharya. All 
three idols of  Ram Lalla 
will be based on the sketch 
of  renowned Mumbai-
based artist Vasudeo 
Kamath.

He had presented pen-
cil-made sketches of  Ram 
Lalla to Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerth Kshetra 
Trust.

Born in Karkala, a 
nondescript town in 
K a r n at a k a ,  K a m at h 
grew up in Mumbai. His 
28 paintings that form 
his Ramayana series 
are globally acclaimed. 
Kamath is known for 
his paintings based on 
mythology and histori-
cal subjects.

He still practises the 

rare art of  creating por-
traits from actual sittings.

The Trust will reveal the 
finally selected idol before 
the people of  Ayodhya in a 
Shobha Yatra on January 
17, 2024, before placing it at 
the sanctum-sanctorum of  
the Ram temple.

From January 18, 
five-day rituals of  Pran 
Pratishtha (consecration) 
ceremony of  Ram Lalla 
will start and will end on 
January 22.

The Trust has roped in 
three renowned sculptors 
of  the country to carve out 
the idol. Ganesh Bhatt of  
Karnataka is carving out 
the idol from Nellikaru 
rocks (black stones) which 
are also known as ‘Shyam 
Shila’ or ‘Krishna Shila’ 
due to resemblance of  
their colour to that of  Lord 
Krishna.

Famous sculptor Arun 
Yogiraj of  Mysore is carv-
ing out the idol from anoth-
er rock sourced from Kar-
nataka. Yogiraj had also 
carved out a 12-ft statue 
of  Adi Shankaracharya 
in Kedarnath that was 
unveiled by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi last year.

He is the son of  famous 
sculptor Yogiraj Shilpi 
and hails from a family of  
Mysore palace artists.

Arun Yogiraj has also 
sculpted the 28-ft-tall black 
granite statue of  Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose that 
is placed at India Gate.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had unveiled 
the statue in September 
last year. Satya Narayan 
Pandey of  Rajasthan is 
chiselling the idol from 
white Makrana marble 
stones.

IANS

DUBAI: Children are 
the most impacted by the 
climate emergency and 
they represent one third 
of  the world's population 
(around 2.2 billion people), 
with half  of  them (more 
than one billion) currently 
living in places exposed to 
severe climate risks, espe-
cially in the Global South.

Children tell how the 
climate emergency has 
affected their lives. They 
are being seen and heard at 
the most influential spaces 
at the ongoing UN Cli-
mate Change Conference 
(COP28), which has entered 
the final and crucial phase 
to set the pace for a new era 
in climate action.

Now roughly the 196 
parties to the UN climate 
agreement have to sort out 
that the fossil fuels need 
to be rapidly cut and poor 
and vulnerable nations are 
being hammered.

COP28 meetings will 
have a different participa-
tion: in addition to tradi-
tionally suited representa-
tives of  countries, 25 chil-
dren’s testimonies from 
12 countries will be heard 
this week. They talk about 
how their lives have been 
impacted by the climate 
emergency and demand 
effective action from 
authorities.

The films were produced 
by UNICEF and Alana, in 
partnership with Bernard 
van Leer Foundation.

In the world today, more 
than one in four deaths of  
children under five years 
of  age are attributable to 
unhealthy environments.

Despite this, the chil-
dren do not participate or 

are taken into consider-
ation in COP (conference 
of  parties) agendas and 
negotiations, which will 
define their lives.

In more than 30 years 
since the UNFCCC (United 
Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate 
Change) entry into force, 
there has never been a 
decision focused on the 
protection of  children and 
adolescents.

“When we speak about 
climate change, we are 
speaking about children. 
We need to protect their 
futures -- it’s that simple. 
The powerful testimonials 
of  children like these need 
to be the last thing that 
negotiators hear before 
entering discussions that 
determine what kind of  
world they will grow up 
in. We can only hope they 
listen,” an official state-
ment quoting UNICEF 
global lead on climate 
change Gautam Narasim-

han said.
“Children are not just 

victims, but also active 
contributors as agents of  
change. We have seen chil-
dren stand up around the 
world and push for solu-
tions. They have the right 
to participate in decisions,” 
said J.P. Amaral, Nature 
Manager at Alana.

In the films, children 
from Madagascar, Somalia, 
Serbia, Australia, Pakistan, 
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, the 
US, Barbados, Egypt, the 
United Arab Emirates 
and Brazil spontaneously 
express their genuine con-
cerns and call for imme-
diate solutions from the 
planet’s top leaders.

The statements arose 
from the question “Do 
you think adults are doing 
enough to help solve 
the problems of  climate 
change?"

The children were defin-
itive in their responses: “I 
would like to say yes, but 

they are not,” says Yehan-
sa from Australia; “I don’t 
think adults do anything 
about climate change,” 
says Hidaya from Somalia;

“Stop fighting and let’s 
focus on what really mat-
ters,” says Sadie of  the US; 
and “If  you keep burning, 
we are going to die in this 
heat,” says Raoni from 
Brazil, the host to COP30 
in the Amazonian city of  
Belem do Para in 2025.

Tzeporah Berman, 
chairwoman of  the Fossil 
Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Initiative, said: 
“The COP presidency has 
brought baggage to this 
process, and far too many 
oil lobbyists.

“For many, the presence 
of  fossil fuel lobbyists at 
COP is a sign of  an event 
that has been purchased 
by the opposition, and ulti-
mately compromised.

“However, is there more 
here that we're missing? 
We think so.”

RBI hikes limits for UPI payments & 

e-mandates, to set up cloud facility, 

FinTech repository
IANS

CHENNAI: Enhancing the 
payment limits for Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI), 
electronic mandates, set-
ting up of  cloud facilities, 
the financial sector and fin-
tech repository were some 
of  the major announce-
ments made by the Reserve 
Bank of  India Governor, 
Shaktikanta Das on Friday.

Das announced these 
measures on Friday after 
declaring the Monetary 
Policy Committee’s deci-
sion to retain the repo rate 
at 6.5 per cent and predict-
ing the gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth rate 
at 7 per cent and inflation 
rate at 5.4 per cent for FY24.

“To encourage the use of  
UPI for medical and edu-
cational services, it is pro-
posed to enhance the limit 
for payments to hospitals 
and educational institu-
tions from Rs1 lakh to Rs 
5 lakh per transaction. 
Separate instructions will 
be issued shortly,” he said.

According to Das, the 
UPI is becoming popular 
and the transaction limit 
was set at Rs 1 lakh bar-

ring categories like Capital 
Markets (AMC, Broking, 
Mutual Funds and others), 
Collections (Credit card 
payments, Loan repay-
ments, EMI), Insurance 
and others where the 
transaction limit was set 
as Rs 2 lakh.

In December 2021, the 
transaction limit for UPI 
payments for Retail Direct 
Scheme and for IPO sub-
scriptions was increased 
to Rs 5 lakh.

As regards the elec-
tronic mandates, Das also 

said the RBI has decided 
to exempt the additional 
factor of  authentication 
(AFA) for transactions up 
to Rs 1 lakh for the follow-
ing categories, viz., sub-
scription to mutual funds, 
payment of  insurance 
premium and payments of  
credit card bills.

The other existing 
requirements such as pre- 
and post-transaction notifi-
cations, opt-out facility for 
users, etc., shall continue 
to apply to these transac-
tions.

The RBI Governor said 
the number of  electronic 
mandates registered cur-
rently stands at 8.5 crore, 
processing nearly Rs 2,800 
crore of  transactions per 
month.

In order to ensure the 
security, integrity and 
privacy of  financial sector 
data, the RBI has decided 
to set up a cloud facility 
for the sector and will be 
operated by Indian Finan-
cial Technology & Allied 
Services (IFTAS) a wholly-
owned subsidiary of  RBI.

“Eventually, the cloud 
facility will be transferred 
to a separate entity owned 

by the financial sector par-
ticipants. This cloud facil-
ity is intended to be rolled 
out in a calibrated fashion 
in the medium term,” Das 
said.

He said banks and finan-
cial entities are maintain-
ing an ever-increasing 
volume of  data utilising 
various public and private 
cloud facilities.

Similarly, for better 
understanding of  the 
developments in the Fin-
Tech ecosystem with an 
objective to appropriately 
support the sector, Das said 
it is proposed to set-up a 
Repository for captur-
ing essential information 
about FinTechs, encom-
passing their activities, 
products, technology stack, 
financial information and 
others.

FinTechs would be 
encouraged to provide 
relevant information vol-
untarily to the Repository 
which will aid in design-
ing appropriate policy 
approaches. The Reposi-
tory will be operationalised 
by the Reserve Bank Inno-
vation Hub in April 2024 or 
earlier.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

SKIMS MEDICAL COLLEGE-HOSPITAL
BEMINA, SRINAGAR, J&K – 190017

DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
0194-2493226, Email: Mmo@Skimsmc.edu.in 

Sub:  Procurement of X-ray films of various sizes for CR Systems (Make: Agfa) on Proprietary Article basis 
– Notice for invitation of objections thereof. 

SKIMS Medical College-Hospital, Bemina, Srinagar J&K, intends to procure X-ray films of various sizes 
for CR Systems  (Make: Agfa) from M/s Agfa Healthcare India Private Ltd. , through their local authorized 
distributor, on PAC basis as per provisions of Rule 166 of GFR. 
In this connection, objections (if any) from companies manufacturing/ marketing such items compatible 
with the above machine and capable of delivering the same result as intended from the above items, 
regarding the proprietary nature of the above items, should be communicated on the above mentioned 
email id within a weeks’ period i.e., by or before 18th of December, 2023 up to 04:00 PM. 
After due date, it will be presumed that no manufacturer/ company has any objection/ comments to offer 
and the claim for the proprietorship of the item, shall be accepted.
No: SKIMS/MCH/MMD/137/23-4879-85  Sd/-
Dated: 07/12/2023  Materials Management Officer
 (SKIMS MCH Bemina)
(Enclosure: Proprietary Article Certificate of M/s Agfa Healthcare India Pvt. Ltd.)

DIPK-NB-4678-23
DT: 08/12/2023

'Can't keep people in detention for 
so long', SC grants bail to excise 
policy case accused Benoy Babu

IANS

NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Friday 
granted bail to excise 
policy case accused Benoy 
Babu saying that 13 months 
of  pre-trial incarceration 
is “long-enough”.

In November of  the pre-
vious year, the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) had 
arrested the Pernod Ricard 
India official in a money 
laundering case connected 
to the now-scrapped Delhi 
Excise Policy 2021-22.

“This is not proper. 
You cannot keep people in 
detention before trial for 
so long .... There seems to 
be contradictions between 
what CBI and ED are alleg-
ing,” a bench headed by 
Justice Sanjiv Khanna told 
Additional Solicitor S.V. 
Raju, a senior law officer 
of  the Centre.

The bench, also com-
prising S.V.N. Bhatti, 
noted that Babu has suf-
fered incarceration for 
about 13 months and the 
trial has not commenced 
in the sense that charges 
have not yet been framed.

“We allow the present 
appeal and direct that appel-
lant Benoy Babu be released 
on bail,” it ordered, observ-
ing that the liquor com-
pany's General Manager is 

not an accused in the charge 
sheet filed by the CBI in the 
excise policy case.

In July this year, a bench 
of  Justice Dinesh Kumar 
Sharma of  the Delhi High 
Court denied bail to former 
Delhi Deputy Chief  Min-
ister Manish Sisodia and 
co-accused - Hyderabad 
businessman Abhishek 
Boinpally, AAP’s commu-
nications in charge Vijay 
Nair and French spirits 
company’s India General 
Manager Benoy Babu 
saying that they failed to 
meet the twin conditions 
for grant of  bail under 
the Prevention of  Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
and the triple test for grant 
of  bail.

The trial court had 
previously stated that the 
available evidence sug-
gested that Babu played 
a pivotal role in Pernod 
Ricard's decision to fur-
nish corporate guarantees 
worth Rs 200 crore for 
loans obtained by other 
members of  the cartel 
from HSBC Bank.

The ED's money laun-
dering case originates 
from an FIR registered 
by the Central Bureau of  
Investigation, which was 
initiated after Delhi Lt. 
Governor V.K. Saxena rec-
ommended a CBI probe.

Maha govt to take up ban on 
sugarcane juice for ethanol 
with Centre: Ajit Pawar

IANS

NAGPUR: Deputy Chief  
Minister Ajit Pawar on 
Friday assured the agitat-
ed Opposition in the Maha-
rashtra Assembly that the 
government has taken up 
the Centre's ban on the 
use of  sugarcane juice for 
manufacturing Ethanol.

"I had a discussion with 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and tried speaking to 
Union Minister for Trade 
and Commerce, Piyush 
Goyal but could not speak 
to him," said Pawar.

Responding to the 
members' concern in the 
Assembly, Pawar informed 
the House that the issue 
was discussed with Union 
Minister for Transport and 
Highways, NItin Gadkari 
who had invited him for 
further discussion.

Pawar said those man-
ufacturing Ethanol in 
Maharashtra will be in 
trouble as on five per cent 
seed capital they have 
raised institutional loan 
to the tune of  95 per cent 
and will face consequences 
if  ban is not revoked

In a later development, 
the entire Opposition 
staged a walkout in the 
Maharashtra Assembly 
over the denial of  a full 
fledged discussion on the 
reservation policy, com-
pensation to farmers over 
losses to oranges, cotton 
and other crops due to 
untimely rain in the state.

Leader of  Opposition, 
Vijay Wadettiwar, group 
leader Nana Patole, (both 
Congress), Jayant Patil 
(NCP) and others insisted 
that the House should take 
up discussion immediate-
ly while Speaker Rahul 
Narvekar said he will 
allow it later in the day 
or Saturday, which irked 
them and led to walkout.

Patole said the govern-
ment was not serious on 
the important issue affect-
ing a large number of  
farmers, cotton and orange 
growers.

Sunil Prabha (Shiv 
Sena-UBT) and Varsha 
Gaikwad (Congress) were 
heard shouting anti-gov-
ernment slogans on the 
stairs of  Vidhan Bhawan 
along with others.

Kerala Guv acts tough, writes to 

Univs to send nominee for V-C 

selection search committee
IANS

T H I RU VA NA N T H A -
PURAM: Kerala Governor 
Arif  Mohammed Khan, 
who is also the Chancellor, 
has written to registrars of  
nine universities in the state 
asking them to send their 
nominee to the search com-
mittee to select Vice Chan-
cellors.

According to the rule of  
selection of  new Vice-Chan-
cellor, the Chancellor consti-
tutes a three-member search 
committee and it includes 
one person nominated by the 
particular syndicate of  the 
university which is looking 
for a new Vice Chancellor.

The other two includes a 
nominee of  the Chancellor 
and one from the University 
Grants Commission.

Incidentally, it was 
Wednesday in reply to a 
question on the vacant posts 
of  Vice Chancellors in the 
Universities of  the state, 
Khan said he was not respon-
sible for it.

“I wrote three letters to 
the Kerala University to give 
their nominee to the selec-
tion panel, but they have 
not given. Then when I went 
ahead with a two-member 
selection panel, the High 
Court did not allow that. But 
now with the very recent 
Supreme Court directive, 

we have started the process 
to constitute the interview 
panel,” said Khan.

“They (those not coop-
erating by sending the Uni-
versity syndicate nominee) 
know that my term will end 
in a year and are waiting for 
that,” added Khan and said 
will wait to see what happens.

So now all eyes are on 
the response of  these nine 
universities on what their 
response would be as on 
Friday State secretary of  
CPI-M M.V.Govindan said 
the Governor is indulging in 
things which is beyond his 
brief  not just in one or two 
issues, but in several and this 
will be strongly opposed.

Air quality remains 'very 
poor', Delhi records min 
temp of 9.4

IANS

NEW DELHI: The air quali-
ty in the national capital con-
tinued to remain ‘very poor’ 
at several AQI stations across 
the city on Friday morning.

The India Meteorological 
Department said that the 
minimum temperature was 
registered at 9.4 degrees Cel-
sius, a seasonal average.

The weather department 
predicted that on Friday 
the maximum temperature 
is likely to hover around 25 
degree Celsius while there 
will be clear sky.

On Friday morning, the 
air quality at Anand Vihar 
was in the ‘very poor’ catego-
ry with PM 2.5 at 345 and PM 
10 at 248 in the ‘poor’ catego-
ry, while the NO2 reached 86 
and CO was at 80 or ‘satisfac-
tory’, as per the Central Pol-
lution Control Board (CPCB).

The Bawana station 

recorded PM 2.5 at 346 in the 
‘very poor’ category while 
the PM 10 reached 228, in the 
‘poor’ category, while the CO 
reached 68, or ‘satisfactory’ 
levels.

The air quality index 
(AQI) monitoring station at 
Dwarka Sector 8 recorded 
PM 2.5 at 335, in the ‘very 
poor' category while PM 10 
was at 216 or ‘poor’ while the 
CO was at 74, in ‘satisfactory’ 
levels.

The AQI at the ITO station 
was in the ‘very poor’ catego-
ry with PM 2.5 at 339 and PM 
10 at 190, in the ‘moderate' 
category, while the carbon 
monoxide (CO) was at 58, in 
the ‘satisfactory' level.

The PM 2.5 at Okhla 
Phase-II was recorded at 314, 
in the 'very poor' category 
and PM 10 at 174, the ‘moder-
ate’ category. The NO2 was at 
116 or ‘moderate’ and CO was 
at 42, in good levels.
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Pampore’s martial arts player 
clinches National Icon Award

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PAMPORE: Maroof  Hilal 
Sofi, a talented martial arts 
player hailing from the 
Saffron Town of  Pampore 
in south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district, has been 
felicitated with the presti-
gious National Icon Award 
in sports. Known for his 
exceptional skills, Maroof  
has previously represent-
ed India at various levels, 
securing several medals.

Maroof  said he had a 
passion for martial arts 
since childhood. “I began 
learning martial arts at the 
age of  8,” he said.

He won a bronze medal 
at the 16th World Eskrima 
Kali Arnis Federation 
Championship held in 

the Philippines last year. 
“Receiving any award 
means recognition of  
efforts and it boosts confi-
dence and provides cour-

age to showcase skills more 
efficiently,” he said.

Proud of  his achieve-
ment, Maroof  received the 
National Icon Award at a 
ceremony held in Delhi, 
attended by high-ranking 
officials.

He said awards make his 
parents happy and proud. 
“This gives me more hap-
piness,” he said.

Sofi said he has par-
ticipated in various tour-
naments at the state, 
national and international 
levels and has consistently 
clinched medals – 6 gold 
medals at the national level 
and a bronze medal at the 
international level.

He also serves as the 
head coach of  Thang Ta 
Academy in Pampore, 

where he trains youth 
interested in martial arts. 
He said sports promote 
physical fitness and pre-
vent drug addiction among 
youth.

Commenting on the 
sports infrastructure in 
Jammu & Kashmir, the 
athlete said, “We lack 
infrastructure and have 
only a few stadiums avail-
able that too for cricket 
only. However, infrastruc-
ture is being developed.”

There is a need for more 
indoor sports stadiums as 
during winter, players are 
unable to practice. “Such 
facilities should be made 
available round-the-year so 
that athletes can practice 
well and excel more at vari-
ous stages,” he said—(KNO)

DC Sgr reviews progress in 

implementation of PMVS
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
review the progress on 
implementation of  PM 
Viswakarma scheme, 
launched to uplift tradi-
tional Artisans and Crafts-
people, a meeting was held 
under the Chairmanship of  
Deputy Commissioner(DC) 
Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz Asad here Friday 
at Meeting Hall of  the DC 
Office Complex.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner took a first 
hand appraisal about the 
progress made so far with 
regard to registration of  
Artisans (Vishwakarmas), 
verification process in both 
rural and urban areas, capac-
ity building of stakeholders 
and monitoring & evaluation 
mechanism in place for Arti-
sans (Vishwakarmas).

The chair also took stock 
of  the login issues on PM 
Vishwakarma Portal and 
establishing communica-
tion channels with MSME.

On the occasion, the DC 
was informed that as of  
date as many as 796 appli-
cations have been received 
in the District for registra-
tion under Vishwakarma 
scheme and 20 Panchayats 
of  Srinagar District have 
been on-boarded on the PM 

Vishwakarma Portal.
The DC asked the Offi-

cers of  line Departments 
to complete Teir-1 verifica-
tion process within 2 days 
to further speed up the 
process.

The DC also stressed on 
resolving the issues relat-
ed to login issues on PM 
Vishwakarma Portal at the 
earliest to ensure a smooth 
process. He also reviewed 
the process being under-
taken by Common Service 
Centers (CSCs) in ensuring 
smooth enrolment of  bene-
ficiaries under the scheme.

On the occasion, the 
DC asked the Officers of  
all line Departments to be 
more practical in success-
ful implementation of  the 
scheme so that the target 

group is benefitted for their 
overall socio-economic 
development.

Highlighting the fea-
tures of  PM Vishwakarma, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
said that the scheme will 
directly benefit thousands 
of  Artisans and Craftsmen 
of  the District working 
with their hands and tools 
besides transforming the 
lives of  the Artisans and 
Craftspeople contributing 
in preservation of  tradi-
tional and heritage crafts.

The DC further said the 
scheme will enable the rec-
ognition of  Artisans and 
Craftspeople as Vishwakar-
mas (Traditional Artisans) 
making them eligible to 
avail the benefits under the 
Scheme. The DC hoped that 

through implementation of  
the Vishwakarma scheme, 
the Artisans who are the 
economic growth of  the 
society will get easy access 
to collateral free credit, skill 
upgradation besides getting 
a platform for brand promo-
tion and market linkages 
through modern technologi-
cal interventions.

Pertinent to mention 
that PM Vishwakarma 
scheme offers a range of  
benefits including tool-
kit incentive of  Rs 15,000, 
training to artisans, Rs 500 
per day during training, 
collateral-free credit sup-
port up to Rs 1 lakh (first 
tranche) and Rs 2 lakh 
(second tranche) at a con-
cessional interest rate of  
5%, incentives for digital 
transactions and market-
ing support.

It was also informed 
that initially Government 
has recognized more 18 
trades under PM Vishwa-
karma including Carpen-
ter, Boat Maker, Armorer, 
Blacksmith, Hammer and 
Tool Kit Maker, Lock-
smith, Goldsmith, Potter, 
Cobbler, Masons, Basket/ 
Mat/ Broom Maker/ Coir 
Weaver, Doll & Toy Maker, 
Barber, Garland Maker, 
Washerman, Tailor and 
Fishing Net Maker.

Abdullahs condole demise of Insp Masroor Wani
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: National 
Conference (NC) Presi-
dent and Member of  the 
Parliament from Srinagar 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah and 
Omar Abdullah on Friday 
expressed grief  over the 
death of  J&K Police Inspec-
tor Masroor Ahmad Wani.

In his condolence mes-
sage, Dr. Farooq said, 
“My heart goes out to the 

family of  the slain police 
cop. There is no place for 
such abominable acts of  
violence. Such violence 
only leaves behind a trail 
of  pain and misery. May 
the departed soul rest in 
Jannat.”

In his condolence mes-
sage, Omar said, "Deeply 
saddened to learn of  the 
death of  Sub-Inspector 
Masroor Ahmed Wani. He 
put up a very brave fight 

after being injured when 
he was fired upon by ter-
rorists in Srinagar recently 
while he was playing crick-
et with boys in his neigh-
bourhood. My condolences 
to his loved ones & his col-
leagues. May Allah grant 
him a place in Jannat.”

Meanwhile  Omar 
Abdullah visited the Nar-
wara locality in Shahar-e-
Khas to commiserate with 
the bereaved household of  

the slain police cop Mas-
roor Ahmad Wani. Joined 
by party functionaries he 
offered fateha and prayed 
for peace to the departed 
soul. He was accompanied 
by party treasurer Shammi 
Oberoi, Provincial Presi-
dent Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Chief  Spokesperson Tanvir 
Sadiq, Political Advisor to 
President Mushtaq Guroo, 
Political Advisor to VP 
Mudassar Shamiri—(KNO)

VBSY continues in 

full swing across B'la

DLTFC approves 36 
cases under JKREGP

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The District Level Task 
Force Committee (DLTFC) under JKREGP 
Scheme of J&K Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Board was today held under the chair-
manship of  Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Ganderbal, Gulzar Ahmad 
Khan at Mini secretariat, here.

A number of  beneficiaries attended 
the meeting and after interacting/ inter-
viewed were selected by committee for 
Sponsorship under different Industries 
and sectors including Diagnostic Lab, 
Hollow Blocks, Shawl Embroidery, Cut-
ting Tailoring Boutique, Dairy farm, 
Departmental Store etc.

Out of  51 applications, 36 cases were 
approved by the DLTF Committee, the 
rest of  15 Cases were deferred for the next 
DLTFC meeting.

Among others Lead District Manager 
JK Bank, Director RSETI, District Coor-
dinator State Cooperative Bank, Rep-
resentative of  DIC, ITI Ganderbal, and 
Government Polytechnic College were 
present in the meeting. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, kick-
started on November 25th, con-
tinues its impactful stride across 
Baramulla district, marking a 
significant leap forward in driv-
ing progress and inclusive devel-
opment.

The Yatra, today journeyed 
through 10 panchayats across 
the district including Delina 
and Chandoosa among others 
where officials from diverse 
departments actively engaged 
with the local public, providing 
crucial information on multi-
tude of  Centrally Sponsored 
and UT based beneficiary 
schemes run by the Govern-
ment of  India.

The Information, Education, 
and Communication (IEC) Vans 
traversed between panchayats, 

serving as dynamic platforms to 
raise awareness about different 
government schemes. These vans 
are equipped with advanced tech-
nology, enabling them to conduct 
audio-visual presentations, inter-
active sessions, workshops, and 
awareness programs.

Moreover, Health, Agriculture 
and other departments organized 
camps offering free services to 
the residents of  the panchayats 
aiming to enhance their access 
to healthcare and agricultural 
assistance and other services at 
their doorsteps.

Pertinently, Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra is a nationwide 
endeavour aimed at achieving 
maximum coverage of  govern-
ment flagship schemes. The pri-
mary objective is to ensure timely 
and targeted delivery of  scheme 
benefits to all intended beneficia-
ries across the country.


