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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA
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A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Call 95416 13868
For assistance with tickets

INOX CINEMA
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com
Paytm, Inox App or Directly from the booking counter at the cinema.TICKETS AT:

ADVANCE
BOOKINGSOPEN R E L E A S I N G

FRIDAY, 01 DECEMBER

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

The success of the rescue 
operation of our labor 
brothers in Uttarkashi 
is making everyone 
emotional. I want to 

say to the friends who were trapped 
in the tunnel that your courage and 
patience is inspiring everyone. I wish 
you all well and good health. It is 
a matter of great satisfaction that 
after a long wait these friends of ours 
will now meet their loved ones. The 
patience and courage that all these 
families have shown in this challenging 
time cannot be appreciated enough. I 
also salute the spirit of all the people 
associated with this rescue operation. 
His bravery and determination have 
given new life to our labor brothers. 
Everyone involved in this mission has 
set an amazing example of humanity 
and teamwork.

Hosted a 'High Tea' for the players participating in 
Legends League Cricket game at Jammu. This is the 
first major international Cricket event for the UT 
after more than three decades and a beginning of 
new sporting era for Jammu Kashmir.

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Fire Damages 
Masjid In Srinagar

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: A four-
storeyed Masjid in 
Saraf  Kadal area of  
downtown Srinagar 
was damaged in a fire 
incident in the interven-
ing night of  Monday-Tues-
day, officials said.

An official said that 
the fire was reported at 
1:04 AM and the fire ten-
ders from Babademb, M 
R Gunj, and F&ES Head-
quarters were immediate-
ly dispatched to the spot.

The fire was brought 
under control while no loss 
of  life or casualties were 
reported in the incident. 
The fire, however, damaged 
the attic of  the P-06

Kashmir Braces 
Up For 2-Day Wet 
Spell From Today

'Rs 5000 Cr Invested In 4 
Years To Upgrade Power Infra'

OWAIS GUL

SRINAGAR: With the 
improvement in foggy 
weather conditions as 
well as in minimum 
temperatures across the 
Valley, the weatherman 
here has predicted two-
day wet spell in Kashmir, 
saying that the light snow 
and rainfall is expected 

for the next two days.
Deputy Director, the 

Meteorological Depart-
ment (MeT), Dr Mukhtar 
Ahmad said that light rains 
and snowfall is expected at 
fairly widespread places 
from tomorrow.

“Although there is no 
forecast of  any major 
rains or snowfall, the 
light rains, as well as 

snow, is expected on 
November 29-30,” he said, 
adding that the wet spell 
is expected under the 
influence of  a weak West-
ern Disturbance.

“The weather is expect-
ed to remain mainly dry 
from December 01-Dec-
meber 08,” he said, adding 
that as per the forecast, 
there would P-06

RIYAZ BHAT

SRINAGAR: With the 
increasing demand of  
electricity in Jammu 
and Kashmir, offi-
cials have said that the 
Power Development 
Department (PDD) was 
continuing its ‘old and 
obsolete infrastructure’ 
that is posing a major 
hindrance in providing 
uninterrupted power 
supply to the citizens.

The official docu-
ments available reads 
that the UT was depen-
dent on hydel energy.

“The power demand 
in J&K is primarily met 
through hydel power, 
which, however, varies 
with seasonal variations, 

thereby causing 
power defi-
cit mainly 
d u r i n g 
w i n -
t e r s 
when 

power 

d e m a n d 
surges high,” 
it reads.

About the 
continuance of  
old and obsolete 
infrastructure, the 
document reveals, “The 
replacement of  existing 

old and out-dated 
elements of  

distribution 
network 

h a s 
n eve r 
b e e n 
given 

d u e 
con-

s i d -

eration 
a n d 
m a n y 

of  which 
are therefore 

continuing in 
the system from 
more than 40 

years after repeat-
ed repairs.”
“It was posing a major 

hindrance in providing 

uninterrupted power 
supply mainly due to fre-
quent snapping of  con-
ductors and damage to the 
transformers,” it reads.

The official document 
further states that the 
frequent snapping of  
conductors was posing 
a serious threat to men 
and material.

With these issues, 
the experts according 
to the document have 
suggested that the pres-
ent transmission system 
needs strengthening by 
creation of  new trans-
mission lines and grid 
stations which would 
require huge investment, 
not only to meet the 
growing power demand 
but also to P-06

Uttarakhand Tunnel Collapse

All 41 Trapped Workers 
Rescued Successfully

Govt Suspends JKAS Officer

AGENCIES

UTTARAKHAND: 
After tireless efforts of  
rescuers which contin-
ued for 16 days, all 41 
trapped workers were 
evacuated success-
fully from the Silkyara 
tunnel in Uttarakhand.

Meanwhile, locals 
distributed sweets 
outside the Silkyara 

tunnel as trapped work-
ers were being rescued 
from the tunnel.

Chief  Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami met 
the workers who have 
been rescued along 
with Union Minister 
of  State General (Retd) 
VK Singh.

“Initial health check-
up of  all the workers is 
being done P-06

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR- The gov-
ernment of  Jammu 
and Kashmir has put 
on suspension Region-
al Director, Survey & 
Land Records, Anant-
nag, pending enquiry 
into his conduct.

Abdul Hafiz Shah, 
JKAS, has been placed 
under suspension, 
with immediate effect 
in terms of  Rule 31 of  
Jammu and Kashmir 
Civil Services (Clas-

sification, Control & 
Appeal) Rules, 1956.

“Pending enquiry 
into his conduct, Abdul 
Hafiz Shah, JKAS, 
Regional Director, 
Survey & Land P-06

Power Pilferage

KPDCL To Rope In Religious 
Clerics, Civil Society

MUBASHIR AALAM WANI

SRINAGAR: The Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
has decided to rope in reli-
gious clerics, scholars and 
civil society to ensure the 
judicious use of  electricity.

In view of  the increas-
ing complaints about power 
thefts and illegal connec-
tions, the Kashmir Power 
Distribution Corporation 
Limited (KPDCL) is taking 
this measure to enhance the 
power situation within the 
valley.

Principal Secretary, Power 
Development Department, H 
Rajesh Prasad said that they 

will rope in representatives 
from various sections of  the 
society to disseminate the 
message of  judicious use of  
electricity within the public.

“We will take support of  
all those persons who have a 
social concern and P-06

...Legends League Cricket

LG Manoj Sinha Hosts 

International Cricket Players
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
hosted high tea for international 
cricket players participating in 
Legends League cricket matches 
in Jammu city.

While interacting with the 
Cricketers, the Lt Governor 
said the entire Union Territory 
of  Jammu Kashmir is proud and 
excited about the matches being 
held at MA Stadium. He said: 
“This is the first major inter-

national Cricket event for the 
UT after several decades and a 
beginning of  new sporting era 

for Jammu Kashmir.
These matches featuring 

International Cricket P-06

CS, Secy DARPG Release 
Case Studies Of GGI

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary Dr Arun Kumar Mehta 
and Secretary Department 
of  Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances, Gov-
ernment of  India, V Srini-
vas Tuesday released four 
case studies of  Good Gover-
nance Initiatives of  Jammu 

and Kashmir.
The four initiatives are 

Back to Village, Empower-
ment (Janbhagidari) Portal, 
Jammu and Kashmir Bank - A 
story of  transformation and 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana.

While launching the case 
studies, the Chief  Secretary 
highlighted the stellar P-06

TB Cases On 
Decline In Kashmir

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a significant 
development, Tuberculosis (TB) 
cases across the Kashmir region 
are on the decline due to concert-
ed efforts by the health depart-
ment, public awareness cam-
paigns, and improved healthcare 
facilities, officials said.

Official data obtained indicates 
a decreasing trend in TB cases 
across Kashmir, with the region 
aiming to be TB-free by 2025.

According to the data, in 2020, 
2,841 cases were reported in the 
Kashmir division, with fewer 
screenings due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The numbers increased 
to 3,439 cases in 2021, followed 
by 3,396 in 2022, and 2,638 cases 
reported so far this year.

Officials said that the target 
for this year was to have cases 
below 3,500, and they are confi-
dent of  achieving this goal. P-06

'Wular Lake To Be Promoted As 
Premier Tourism Destination'

SAJID RAINA

BANDIPORA: Secretary 
Tourism Dr Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah Tuesday 
assured that Wular Lake, 
the second-largest fresh-
water lake in Asia, will be 
promoted as the premier 
tourism destination of  
Kashmir.

Talking to media per-
sons after chairing a public 
Darbar at Sumbal-Sonwari 

in northern district of  Ban-
dipora, Shah emphasized 
that Wular Lake is poised 
to become a significant 
tourism destination, with 
the government contem-
plating various events.

He assured the people 
of  Bandipora that multiple 
initiatives will be imple-
mented at Wular Lake to 
preserve its importance 
and tourism potential. 
He added that enhancing 

tourism at Wular will also 
contribute to the economic 
prosperity of  the local pop-
ulation.

“In rural tourism, par-
ticular emphasis will be 
placed on Homestays and 
other tourism-related 
activities, catering spe-
cifically to Bandipora dis-
trict, given its immense 
potential for tourism and 
rich cultural heritage,” he 
added—(KNO)

“THE WEATHER IS EXPECTED TO REMAIN MAINLY 
dry from December 01-Decmeber 08,” he said, adding that as per the 
forecast, there would be an improvement in the foggy weather conditions.
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E-mail:-techrbpul786@gmail.com Phone:-01933-295302
Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
ENGINEER R&B DIVISION PULWAMA.

TENDER NOTICE
E-NIT No:   201/EEP/RNB/of 2023-24/ 11197-11207 Dated:  28/11/2023
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT term e-tenders (In Single Cover system) are invited on %age Basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for the following work : -

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost 
(Rs. Lacs.)

Cost 
of T/D 
(Rs.)

Earnest 
Money  (In 

%age.) 

Time of 
Completion in 
working Days

Class of 
Contract

Major 
Head of 

Accounts

Administra-
tive Accord 

Approval No:

Call 
No:

1. Raising of 2nd storey with truss of IMC 
buildng of Govt ITI Pulwama. 145.41 2600/ 2% of Adv. 

cost  1 year AAy 
ITI sector  
of  capex 
budget   

396 of 2022 
Dated:  

16.08.2022   

 Ist 
call 

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of date given below:-
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice                      28 - 11 -2023
2. Bid downloading Start Date                           28 -  11 -2023 from 10:00 A.M
3. Bid submission Start Date                          28 - 11-2023 from 10:00 A.M
4. Bid Submission End Date                  19  -  12-2023 upto 0 4:00 P.M

5. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)                       20   - 12 -2023 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Div.
Pulwama

6. Submission of Performance Security(PS)
Within three (03) days of receipt of LOA. (The First lowest successful bidder has to provide 5% 
of allotted cost as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and EMD of 2% shall 
be released after receipt of 5% Performance security.

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan /Receipt as per Annexure -C (Debited to 
M.H.0059 PWD) and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to the Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama (The Date of Treasury 
Challan and EMD should be between the date of start of bid and Bid Submission End date.

2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the 
office of Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama

3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
4. EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour of the Executive Engineer R&B Div. Pulwama
5. The normal deposits (deducted @ 10% from running bills) shall  be released after the DLP of the work is over.  
6. The Contractors are advised to visit the site and to be aware of the conditions for launching at site of work before quoting the rates.
7. The contractor shall also be responsible for any theft/ damage to any of the component at site and the cost of damage/ theft if any shall 

be deducted from the work done or CDR of the Contractor till completion of work and handing over.
8. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in 

favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Pulwama within three (03) days after the date of receipt of letter of acceptance and shall be 
released after successful completion of DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 45 days beyond DLP.

Head Draftsman                                    Technical Officer Executive Engineer
 R&B Division Pulwama

DIPK-12966-23
DT: 28/11/223

E: jkhpmcltd@gmail.com 
W: https://jkhpmc.jk.gov.in/
T: 0194-2311312 (S) 
F: 0194-2311420 (S) 
T/F: 0191-2476079 (J)

JAMMU & KASHMIR HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE 
MARKETING & PROCESSING CORPORATION (JKHPMC) LTD

HORTICULTURE DEPARTMENT, JAMMU & KASHMIR GOVERNMENT
Opposite Presentation Convent School, Rajbagh, Srinagar - 190008, J&K 

FRESH NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
Subject: Invitation for Expression of Interest (Eol) for Shortlisting of potential Implementing Agencies (lAs) for Implementation of 

different verticals in Kishtwar & Kupwara for Walnut crop under Holistic Agriculture Development Pian (HADP), GoJ&K's, 
Project No. 22 viz. Food Processing Programmes Development of Clusters for Specific Products of J&K.

                Tender Reference No: 07 of 2023 Dated: 25-11-2023
J&K Horticultural Produce Marketing and Processing Corporation (JKHPMC) Ltd. is mandated with the implementation of "UT Level 
Food Processing Programme & Development of Clusters of Specific Products of J&K". MD JKHPMC invites Expressions of Interest (Eol) 
from interested Agencies, under Single-Cover System, through e-Tendering mode, for "Shortlisting of potential Implementing Agencies 
(lAs) for Implementation of different verticals for Walnut crop in Kishtwar & Kupwara districts under Holistic Agriculture Development 
Plan (HADP), GoJ&K's, Project No. 22 viz. Food Processing Programme & Development of Clusters for Specific Products of J&K."Project 
details are given with this Eol document, however not limited to, as envisaged by the Corporation. The Eol document consisting of 
qualifying information, eligibility criteria, set of terms and conditions and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the JK Govt, 
e-procurement website www.jktenders.gov.in or website of JKHPM at https://jkhpmc.jk.gov.in from 25-11-2023 to 16-12-2023, as per 
following details :-
The Critical Details of the e-Tender under reference are as follows:

Eol Processing Fees Rs. 1000/- (Rupees One Thousand Only) (In The Shape Of Demand Draft) (DD) NON-REFUNDABLE, 
in favour of JKHPMC Ltd.

Date of issue of Notice 25-11-2023
Date of up-load of Eol 25-11-2023
Seek Clarification Start Date 25-11-2023
Seek Clarification End Date 05-12-2023
Pre-Bid Meeting Date 11-12-2023
Online Eol Submission Start Date 25-11-2023
Online EoI submission End Dale 16-12-2023
Eol Opening Date 20-12-2023

Eol Validity Three (03) Months from the date of Opening of Eol / or extendable as per decision of CDA/G&M 
Committee

No: JKHPMC/MD/23/2347 Managing Director 
DT: 25/11/2023 JKHPMC Ltd. DIPK-NB-4485-23

DT: 28/11/223

Years on, Kawacheck-
Dardapora road in shambles

SAJAD PEER

SRINAGAR: The residents 
of  Kawacheck - Dardapora 
area of  north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district on 
Tuesday expressed dismay 
over the dilapidated con-
dition of  the Kawacheck - 
Dardapora road.

Talking to Good Morn-
ing Kashmir, the residents 
complained that the road 
was in complete shambles 
giving tough time to com-
muters. They said that 
this road has never been 
macadamized even after 
approaching the concerned 
authorities numerous 

times.
The road presents a 

pathetic look and craves 
for government’s attention, 
Aadil Ahmal, a local said.

The locals said the road 
acts as an important link, 
connecting several areas 
with main road and thou-
sands of  people and trans-

porters pass through it 
daily. “It is in a bad condi-
tion, making the movement 
of  people very difficult,” 
locals said.

The residents have 
urged the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor-led administration to 
look into the matter at the 
earliest.

Stray dogs on prowl in Nowshera

ASHIQ NAIK

SRINAGAR: Residents 
of  Nowshera here have 
expressed resentment over 
presence of  stray dogs in 
the locality.

A delegation from the 
locality said that pres-
ence of  scores of  stray 
dogs has hampered move-
ment of  locals. “This is a 
major problem for all of  
us. Stray dogs bite people, 
chase them when they 

go to prayers early in the 
morning, and scare away 
children. These canines 
pose risk to commuters. We 
appeal SMC Commissioner 
to look into the matter,” 
said Hanan Ahmad, a local.

Stray dogs can be seen 
in large groups around 
garbage dumps in the resi-
dential areas. “These dogs 
have made the life hell, par-
ticularly for women and old 
age persons,” they said and 
appealed authorities to take 

measures in this regard.
According to residents, 

the authorities have failed 
to initiate any concrete 
efforts to control the prob-
lem, despite many com-
plaints.

“We fear that the dog popu-
lation if  kept unchecked could 
trigger fear psychosis among 
people. The dog issue needs 
to be dealt with seriously or 
else by four years dogs may 
outnumber Srinagarities and 
they will victimize every one 

of  us,” they said.
 “This is a major prob-

lem for all of  us. Stray dogs 
bite people, chase them 
when they go to prayers 
early in the morning, and 
scare away children,” Man-
zoor Ahmad, a resident of  
Nowshera said.

The residents appealed 
to the authorities to look 
into the issue so that they 
can move around freely 
without fear of  being 
attacked by stray dogs.

Residents of Bhatnoor, Tral demand 
upgrading health centre to PHC

Naseerabad locality faces 
acute water shortage, 
threatens to hit streets

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: Relying on around 400 households, 
NaseerAbad locality in north Kashmir’s 
Sopore town are up in arms against the Jal 
Shakti department, accusing them of  fail-
ing to provide them adequate drinking water 
supply from quite a long period of  time.

The aggrieved residents of  Ward 19 said 
that they have been immensely suffering due 
to persistent drinking water crises from the 
last 15 years now.

While accusing the PHE division Sopore of  
neglecting them, the residents said that the con-
cerned are just passing the bucks and saving 
their chair only. “We will hit the streets, if  the 
issue is not resolved,” they added.

“Despite living within the close proximity 
of  an Over Head Tank (OHT), the department 
is failing to provide us with the same water,” 
Mehraj u Din, a local resident said.

“We have been moving from pillar to post 
to get our long-standing issue resolved, but 
to no avail, as the concerned officials at the 
department seem least bothered about the 
sufferings of  people,” he said.

“There is an urgent need for comprehen-
sive administrative intervention to allevi-
ate the persistent hardships being faced by 
them,” the residents added.

“A report has been sought from a team 
deputed to the locality to assess the situa-
tion,” an Executive Engineer Jal Shakhti Divi-
sion Sopore, Mushtaq Ahmed said, adding 
that the issue will be resolved at the earli-
est—(KNO)

JAHANGEER GANAIE

PULWAMA: The residents of  
Bhatnoor in the Tral sub-divi-
sion of  south Kashmir's Pul-
wama district are urging the 
authorities to upgrade the local 
sub-centre to a Primary Health 
Centre (PHC).

The residents said there is 
an urgent need for the upgrada-
tion of  Bhatnoor Health Centre 
which currently serves several 
villages in the area.

While the government has 
constructed a substantial build-
ing for the health centre, the 
current facilities, available only 
from 10 am to 4 pm, are insuffi-
cient for the needs of  the people 
of  this area where mostly finan-
cially weaker sections live, said 
Ghulam Mohiuddin, a local.

“The population of  the area 
is expanding, which has led 
to an increase in healthcare 
requirements. Although there 
is one doctor and two Female 
Multi-Purpose Health Workers 
(FMPHWs) performing their 
duties well, after 4 pm, we have 
no option but to travel to Tral 
for further treatment,” he said.

Locals said the lack of  ambu-
lance services at the centre adds 
to the challenges as it requires 
them to spend Rs 500 on fares to 

reach Tral.
Given the health centre’s role 

in catering to a large area, resi-
dents strongly advocate for its 
upgrade to a PHC. “This would 
lead to the posting of  addition-
al staff  and the availability of  
round-the-clock medical facili-
ties,” they said.

Locals said they have brought 
the issue, including staff  short-
ages, the need for an ambulance, 
and laboratory facilities, to the 
attention of  authorities mul-
tiple times, but received noth-
ing except assurances. Resi-
dents have appealed to higher 
authorities to address the issue 
of  upgrading the health centre 
and enhancing facilities to allevi-
ate the challenges faced by them.

A health official said that 
Bhatnoor is currently a sub-
centre, and according to rules, 
it has adequate staff, including 
one MLHP and two FMPHWs.

He said the staff  can only be 
increased by upgrading the cen-
tre’s status to a PHC, a proposal 
that is currently under active 
consideration—(KNO)

Government of Jammu & Kashmir(UT)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION AWANTIPORA
TENDER NOTICE

Fresh against Nit : Fresh61/EEA/RNB/of 2023-24/2474-84,Dated:06 /11/2023
E-NIT No :-Fresh-86/EEA/RNB/of 2023-24/3307-17 Dated:28 /11/2023
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT term e-tenders (In Single Cover system) are invited on Item Rate Basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Government for the following work:-

S. No Name of  Work Advt. cost Cost of T/D (Rs.) Earnest Money 
(Rs.)

Time of Com-
pletion Days 

Class of 
Contract

1

Restoration of road surface under the jurisdic-
tion of PW RNB Sub Division Tral  on emergen-
cy basis by way of supply and spreading of salt 

on  frost snow  for the year 2023-24

0.13714 200/- 2000/- 1 Day A,B,C,D

The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract 
and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date given below:-

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28/11/2023
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From        29/11/2023 10:00 A.M.
3. Bid submission Start Date 30/11/2023 from 10.00 AM
4. Bid Submission End Date 06/12/2023 upto 4.00 P.M
5. Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 07/12/2023 at 10.30 AM in the Office of the Executive Engineer R&B Div.Awantipora

2. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document in shape of Treasury Challan/Receipt as per Annexure -C (Debited to 
M.H.0059 PWD) and EMD in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Div.Awantipora 

3. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically 
through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the 
office of the Executive Engineer R&B Div.Pulwama

4. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of opening of bids.
All other terms and conditions shall be available in website www.jktenders.gov.in
Head Draftsman    Technical Officer    Executive Engineer, 
 R&B Division Awantipora

DIPK-12959-23
DT: 28/11/223
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

BEFORE THE COURT OF TEHSILDAR 
PANTHA CHOWK , SRINAGAR 

EXECUTIVE MAGISTRATE 1st CLASS/ASSISTANT COLLECTOR 1st CLASS
Subject: Removal of causes of accident on Sempora Balhama Road particularly from Sempora to Zaffron Colony.

ORDER UNDER SECTION 133 CR.PC 1973
Whereas, an application was received by this court from the inhabitants of Zaffron Colony/lch-nambal through 
President Central Welfare Committee that due to overcrowded parking of vehicles on either side of Sempora to 
Balhama road occupying pedestrian space, the road has turned to be death trap and many incidents of road 
accidents happened in recent times in which many precious lives were lost.
Whereas the application was verified by this office through revenue field agency and the averments of the ap-
plication were found out to be true. As per the report at least three accidents have happened in recent past on 
Sempora Balhama road from Sempora crossing old National Highway to Masjid Aisha Chowk Balhama in which 
three persons lost their lives.
Whereas, it has also been reported that Dumpers/Tippers laden with illegally mined stones/Bajri from Wuyan 
area of Pulwama also ply on this road in a dangerous manner which has increased the vulnerability/chances of 
accidents on the said road.
Whereas the said illegal parking of vehicles on the subject road is turning out be a public nuisance putting the 
life and property of residents/other commuters on this road under threat.
As such the illegal parking* of vehicles on road sides of Sempora to Balhama road occupying pedestrian 
space being a potential public nuisance remands immediate intervention from this court. Accordingly by virtue 
of the powers vested under me under section 133 Cr.PC 1973 I, Tehsildar Pantha Chowk Executive Magistrate 
1st Class do hereby order that no vehicle shall be parked on either side of Sempora to Balhama road by any 
person/ vehicle owner henceforth.
Any violation of this order shall be dealt with Section 188 IPC and other relevant provisions of law. Since the 
issue is of urgent public nature, the order is issued ex-parte
Issued under my hand & seal of this court on 16th day of November 2023.
No: 136-44/TPC/MM/JC/23-24  Tehsildar Pantha Chowk 
Dated: 16.11.2023 Executive Magistrate 1st Class
 Assistant Collector 1st Class

DIPK-12952-23
DT: 28/11/2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (U T)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
Mechanical & Hospitals Division Handwara Mechanical 

& Hospitals Engineering Directorate, Kashmir.
email: xenmhdhandwara@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM 01 FOR REGISTRATION
Name of work:  Renovation Painting and Wood Work along with 

allied works of Divisional office
Reference: 1)  This office e-NIT: 17 of 2023-24 Date:14-10-2023 

(Tender ID: 2023_PWDJK_236913_2)
Keeping in view the nature of items mentioned in the BOQ of the 
tender, the experience clause mentioned in the NIT is hereby dropped.
All other terms, conditions and specifications of the NIT shall remain 
unchanged.
No: MHDH/TS/792-95  Sd/-
Date:- 25-11-2023.  Executive Engineer

Mechanical & Hospitals Division HandwaraDIPK-12917-23
DT: 28/11/223

Jammu Abuzz: Int'l 
players spends leisure 
time at Golf course
Many legends pay obeisance at Vaishno Devi Shrine

YOGESH

JAMMU: Jammu has sud-
denly become a tourist hot-
spot with several national 
and international cricket-
ers roaming around the 
city,while fans made a bee-
line outside hotels to have a 
glimpse of  favourite stars.

A day after, Legends 
League Cricket’s first game 
at the Maulana Azad Sta-
dium in Jammu, the crick-
eters including Harbhajan 
Singh ( Member Parliament 
Rajya Sabha), S Sreesanth 
and several others offered 
prayers at Mata Vaishno 
Devi shrine atop Trikuta 
hills in Katra Reasi. Former 
Indian Cricketer, Suresh 
Raina, whose ancestors 
belongs to Jammu and 
Kashmir, visited Kul Devi 
Temple bordering Ramghar 
of  Samba district.

Some International 
players, including Kevin 
Pietersen, Ben Dunk, 
Devon Smith, Martin 
Guptil, Nikhil Chopra, 
Rusty Theron among 
others enjoying their rest 
day at Jammu Tawi Golf  
Course.

Speaking to media-per-
sons in Katra, Harbhajan 
Singh said, “I’m here to 
pay obeisance and bow my 
head in the feet of  Mata 
Vaishno Devi. I’m feeling 
glad that I got a chance 
to seek blessings of  Mata 
Vaishno Devi.”

About cricket pitch at 
MA stadium, he said, “The 
ground was very good and 
the viewers were very 
excited because cricket 
match has been organised 
in Jammu after years,” 

adding, “We enjoyed the 
match even we lost yes-
terday. We and the crowd 
enjoyed cricket.”

On India’s debacle in 
ICC world cup, former 
Indian spinner said, “When 
two wrestlers fight one has 
two see defeat and that day 
was not “ours but our team 
played very well through-
out the tournament and 
we’re proud of  them. Win 
and loss is a part of  game 
and that day Australia 
played so well”.

Earlier, praising Jammu 
as a "lovely place," former 
New Zealand cricket captain 
Ross Taylor, who is leading 
Southern Superstars said he 
believes that the refurbished 
Maulana Azad Stadium in 
the heart of  the city could 
be a venue for the Indian 
Premier League.

The cricketer is here 
along with over 100 former 
greats of  the game for the 
season 2 of  the Legends 

League T20 cricket, which 
brought the competitive 
cricket to the winter capi-
tal of  Jammu and Kashmir 
after a gap of  more than 
three decades.

The first of  the four 
matches were played at 
the 20,000 capacity stadium 
under floodlights Monday 
evening and attracted an 
enthusiastic turnout of  
fans from all parts of  the 
region, including the Kash-
mir valley.

“I think you have to 
leave a little bit more 
grass on it...different parts 
of  India play differently 
and this is the beauty of  
the game of  cricket. You 
don't want similar wickets 
everywhere and the black 
soil here was a bit low and 
slow,” he said. “Obviously, 
it (the match) came down 
to the last over and that 
is what you want in T20 
cricket.”

He said: "People do come 

out at smaller places and 
see their heroes which is 
fantastic" Coming from a 
place no less captivating, 
Taylor felt mesmerised 
in Jammu. "I thoroughly 
enjoyed this place. It is nice 
to be in Jammu … I have 
not played here before. 
This is a lovely part of  the 
world," he beamed.

Legends League crick-
et co-founder and chief  
executive officer Raman 
Raheja thanked the crowd 
for turning up in good 
numbers and said “the 
objective of  the league is 
to take cricket where the 
game has not taken place 
for a very long time.”  “Six 
teams with over 100 former 
international players have 
reached here on the third 
leg of  the tournament. 
Eight matches were con-
ducted in Ranchi and Deh-
radun and now we have 
four matches in Jammu,” 
he said—(KNO)

World Cup Final

Police issues statement over 

booking of 7 students under UAPA
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Reacting 
to the opinions and com-
ments on booking of  some 
students of  SKUAST-
Kashmir under UAPA for 
sloganeering during India-
Australia cricket World cup 
final, Jammu and Kashmir 
Police on Tuesday said ‘it 
is not merely about raising 
pro Pakistan slogans and is 
also about normalising an 
abnormal : that everyone 
hates India (as different 
from the government of  
the day and party in power) 
‘openly’.

In a statement, a police 
spokesperson said a 
number of  opinions and 
comments have been made 
on the legal cognisance 
taken of  the happenings 
surrounding anti India slo-
ganeering and intimidation 
of  others who did not agree 
with them in an university 
after the conclusion of  

World Cup cricket match.
“Two relevant aspects 

are brought to public knowl-
edge. First : it is not merely 
about raising pro Pakistan 
slogans. It is about the full 
context in which the slo-
ganeering took place. These 
slogans, as has usually been 
the case with select few bul-
lies, were aired to intimidate 
those who disagreed and 
also to identify and vilify 
those who choose to keep 
a distance. It is also about 
normalising an abnormal : 
that everyone hates India (as 
different from the govern-

ment of  the day and party 
in power) ‘openly’,” he said.

The spokesperson 
added:  “This abnormal 
and false thing is practiced 
mostly on the back of  sep-
aratist and terrorist net-
works. In other words, the 
aim is not airing personal 
preference of  a particular 
sporting team. It is not 
about dissent or freedom of  
expression. It is about ter-
rorising others who may be 
nourishing pro India feel-
ings or anti Pakistan feel-
ings or disagreeing. There 
were written complaints to 

evidence this.”
“Section 13 of  UAPA is 

about inciting, advocating 
and encouraging separat-
ist ideology. It is not about 
planning, aiding and exe-
cuting actual terror acts. 
It classifies such actions 
as unlawful. In contrast to 
other provisions of  act it is 
a softer provision of  act,” 
read the statement.

“Hence as per the con-
tent of  the complaints, FIR 
No. 317/2023 stands regis-
tered and section 13 UAPA 
invoked for inciting and 
abetting the unlawful activ-
ities. Section 505 and 506 
IPC too has been invoked 
for ‘public mischief’ and 
‘criminal intimidation’ 
respectively,” it added.

Police Spokesperson 
also said FIR is lodged on 
the basis of  written com-
plaint received and rel-
evant sections are invoked 
as per the contents of  the 
complaint.

Sorry State of Education

150 schools still operate from 
rented accommodations in 
south Kashmir

UT admin committed to time-
bound redressal of public 
concerns: Rajesh Prasad

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA: “The Jammu and 
Kashmir government is 
committed towards time 
bound redressal of  public 
issues and concerns at their 
doorsteps. We strive to hear 
the unheard, deprived and 
unprivileged people ensur-
ing equitable development 
of  every part of  the region”, 
stated Principal Secretary 
Power Development Depart-
ment, H Rajesh Prasad, 
during an extensive public 
outreach programme held 
at DC office complex here.

Principal Secretary, who 
is also designated Adminis-
trative Secretary for Doda, 
was accompanied by Dis-
trict Development Council 
Chairman, Dhananter Singh 
Kotwal, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Harvinder Singh and 
other district officers during 
the event. During the day 
long public interaction, vari-
ous individual and commu-
nity grievances were raised.

Principal Secretary, 
while responding to issues 
projected by the public, 
assured that their con-
cerns would be taken up 
with concerned for an early 
redressal.

The issues raised in the 
programme included monkey 
menace in Doda town, stray 
animals in the market, early 
completion of  Government 
Degree College Kastigarh, 
upgradation of  GHS Hanch 
and other schools, pending 
land compensation acquired 
for various developmental 
projects, repairing of  lift 
in GMC, appointment of  

required doctors and faculty 
in peoples, establishment 
of  new receiving stations, 
replacement of  wooden 
poles, reducing electricity 
curtailment, rationalisation 
of  teachers, posting of  ade-
quate healthcare staff  in the 
health institutions in rural 
Doda, augmentation and 
improvement of  road infra-
structure, RTC busses for 
internal roads, establishment 
of  Trauma Hospital at Assar, 
early completion of  JJM and 
other developmental works, 
disbursement of  payments to 
the contractors pending due 
to technical issue in the desig-
nated portal, construction of  
new Sports Stadium includ-
ing early establishment of  
Beerbagh stadium and other 
such issues.

Various individuals and 
deputations who met with 
the visiting officer includ-
ed, BDC Chairpersons, 
DDC Councillors, Chenab 
Citizens Forum, Hoteliers 
Association Doda, Contrac-
tors Association, MC Coun-
cillors, other prominent citi-
zens and individuals.

Principal Secretary, 
later, distributed sanction 
letters of  LPG connections 
among the beneficiaries 
under Ujjawala Scheme.

H. Rajesh Prasad advo-
cated for collective respon-
sibility of  every citizen in 
attaining Swachhta in our 
cities, towns and villages. 
He emphasized on using the 
electricity judiciously and 
paying the tariffs timely so 
that uninterrupted power 
supply is provided at afford-
able cost to the public.

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

ANANTNAG: Despite being 
in the 21st Century, the 
School Education Depart-
ment in the Kashmir zone 
managing 150 schools in 
Southern districts of Kash-
mir from rented accom-
modations due to absence 
of proper school buildings, 
figures accessed revealed 
Tuesday.

Officials available sug-
gest that there are total 3622 
schools in the entire South 
Kashmir range in which 
Anantnag district holds the 
highest number of schools 
in operation in Southern dis-
tricts of Anantnag, Kulgam, 
Pulwama and Shopian.

“There are 1537 govern-
ment schools in Anantnag 
district, 773 in Kulgam, 892 
in Pulwama, and 520 in the 
Shopian district,” figures 
state, adding that “Out of  
the total 3622 schools in 
South Kashmir, 150 schools 
are still operating in rented 
accommodations. Fourteen 
(14) schools are in Shopian, 
79 in Anantnag district, 20 
in Kulgam and 35 in the Pul-
wama district.”

An official, wishing not 
to be named, said that many 
rented schools lack essential 
facilities, hindering students 
from participating in extra-
curricular activities.

He said the rented build-
ings often have broken win-
dows, damaged roofs, and 
worn-out walls, leaving stu-
dents without basic ameni-
ties and advanced resources 

like laboratories.
“The lack of government 

property status for these 
buildings prevents the pro-
vision of necessary facilities 
by the education depart-
ment,” the official said.

The Government Pri-
mary School at Banipath 
Kanchloo area of Kund in 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district operates in a rented 
space with six classes.

“Despite a decade-old 
establishment and a previous-
ly damaged building, it now 
functions from a single room. 
We labourers facing economic 
challenges have no choice but 
to send our children there, 
as we can't afford private 
schools,” said Muhammad 
Iqbal, a local resident. He said 
that the owner of the rented 
space has not received any 
rent for 13 years.

A senior officer at DSEK 
said that efforts are under-
way to provide schools with 
their own buildings instead 
of relying on rentals.

He said that only schools 
with limited enrolment and 
no available land are cur-
rently in rented spaces.

The officer assured that 
the department is aware of  
the situation, actively making 
land available, and soon con-
structing new buildings for 
these schools to ensure they 
are well-equipped with basic 
facilities.

Repeated attempts to 
reach out to Director School 
Education, Kashmir, Tas-
saduq Hussain didn't fruc-
tify—(KNO)

Secy Tourism chairs Grievance 
Redressal Camp in Sumbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Secretary, 
Tourism and Culture, Dr 
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, 
on Tuesday presided over a 
Public Darbar cum Griev-
ance Redressal Camp here 
at Sumbal and took stock of  
grievances and demands of  
people.

Chairman District Devel-
opment Council Bandipora, 
Abdul Gani Bhat; DDC 
members, ADDC, Moham-
mad Ashraf  Hakak, ADC, 
Umar Shafi, ACR Ban-
dipora Shabir Ahmad, JD 
Planning, Imtiyaz Ahmad 
besides representatives of  
various delegations were 
present on the occasion.

Secretary was briefed 
regarding overall devel-
opmental scenario of  the 
district.

The public darbar wit-
nessed overwhelming 
response from all sections 
of  the society where people 
apprised Dr Abid of  issues 
being faced by them, seek-
ing intervention in redress-
ing the same.

DDC Chairman sub-
mitted a memorandum of  
demands including an addi-
tional fire service station 
in the area, power supply, 
healthcare, education, uti-
lization of  left over funds 
from Capex for meeting out 
the contingencies caused by 
calamities and disasters etc. 
The DDC delegation also 
demanded inclusion of some 
potential areas of  Sumbal 
and Hajin on tourism map.

The DDC and BDC mem-
bers put forth the issues con-
cerning their respective areas 
like road connectivity, devis-
ing of  robust mechanism 
for flood prone and affected 
areas near water bodies, land 
for landless families, filling 
of  vacant posts, demands of  
blood bank in CHC Sumbal, 
early completion of  College 
building in Hajin.

Dr Ghulam Mustafa pro-
jected the demand of railway 
connectivity to the district 
besides posting of  a surgeon 
specialist at DH Bandipora 
during night hours.

While responding to 
the demands of  bringing 

some areas of  the division 
on tourism map, Secretary 
assured early redressal in 
the matter.

Dr Abid urged upon the 
locals for developing home 
stays for the tourists so that 
employment generation is 
ensured within the region.

Similarly, delegation of  
Sarpanchs also presented 
their issues and demands, 
including augmentation of  
staff  in panchayats, espe-
cially VLWs, technical staff  
besides JEs.

Secretary Tourism, while 
interacting with line depart-
ments, called for adopting 
a time bound redressal/
execution mechanism 
in resolving the issues 
of  public importance by 
making optimum utilization 
of  resources.

While responding to 
the issue of  water crisis at 
Inderkoot Sumbal, Dr Abid 
directed both the depart-
ments to immediately 
resolve the issue of  NOC 
for road cut for laying of  
pipes to resolve the water 
crisis in the area. He also 
asked for  joint inspection 
by concerned departments 
for enhanced results.

Secretary also directed 
the SE PDD to ensure com-
pletion of  all formalities 
for commissioning of  the 
receiving station at Sumbal 
within 15 days so that the 
power supply in the area is 
augmented.

Dr Abid, while address-
ing the gathering, said 
that their demands shall 
be brought into the notice 
of  concerned departments 
and assured them of proper 
action and timely redressal 
of  their grievances.

He said public darbar is a 
platform to obtain first hand 
appraisal from the gross 
root level besides reducing 
the communication gap 
between the public and the 
administration.

Secretary, Tourism 
praised the efforts of  all 
the stakeholders for overall 
development in the district 
and called upon them to 
continue to pursue  LG’s 
cherished goal of  good gov-
ernance in the UT.

'Deemed relieved'
KU acts against official for 'failing 
to comply with transfer order'

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Kashmir Uni-
versity (KU) authorities on 
Tuesday relieved an official 
"with immediate effect" for 
failing to comply with the 
transfer order issued last 
week over alleged derelic-
tion of  duty.

"Having failed to comply 
with the administrative 
order of  even number 
date: 21.11.2023, Ms Lubna 
Bhat, Public Relations 
Officer (under transfer 
to CCPC) is deemed to 
have been relieved with 
immediate effect," reads 
an order issued by KU's 
General Administration 
Department.

A copy of  the order has 
been sent to all concerned 
for strict compliance, failing 
which action under rules 
has been warned to follow.

Pertinently, the PRO of  
Convocation Complex was 
transferred last week over 
allegations of  large-scale 
mess up in the auditorium, 
including alleged vandalism 
and defacement of  the main 
hall owing to poor supervi-
sion by the official.

The official was trans-
ferred after the Vice-Chan-
cellor made a surprise 
inspection of  the Convoca-
tion Complex and found 
massive defacement of  the 
hall in the run up to a talent-

hunt event organised by an 
outside-University entity.

The VC directed immedi-
ate transfer of  the official, 
while constituting an inqui-
ry committee to probe into 
the alleged negligence on 
duty, which caused losses 
to the University exchequer.

Officials said the audi-
torium defacement was 
taken seriously by the VC 
because it was recently 
renovated for the annual 
convocation held on Octo-
ber 11 at a cost of  lakhs 
of  rupees. Sources said 
on hearing that the trans-
ferred official has not 
joined the new place of  
posting since last week, 
the VC ordered her to 
be deemed relieved with 
immediate effect to send a 
strong message.

"Non compliance of  
administrative orders war-
rants administrative action 
under rules, including sus-
pension if  considered in the 
interest of  administration," 
the sources added.

The sources said the VC 
is personally monitoring 
affairs of  the Convocation 
Complex and has reportedly 
seized keys of  VVIPs rooms 
to prevent any further 
defacement. "The VC has 
literally taken over charge 
of the Convocation Complex 
to streamline the system," 
the sources said—(KNO)
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
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Doodh Ganga 
Restoration

A
s a news that came as music to 
ears, the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration has sanctioned 
Rs 32 Crore for the restoration of 
Doodh Ganga and Mamath Kull 

streams in the valley of Kashmir. Water bodies 
need to be protected at all cost and indeed 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha is leading 
this initiative with all possible determination. 
The amount be used for the restoration of the 
environment, which will include preventing 
the discharge of sewage in an unscientific 
manner in drains or otherwise and improving 
the water quality of the drain.
The details of the sanctioned amount of Rs 32 
crore which included a Sewerage Treatment 
Plant for daily dry weather flow discharging 
into Doodh Ganga Nallah at an amount of Rs 
28.93 crore. This is financially a good amount 
and now depends on an able executioner like 
LG Manoj Sinha to execute it as per the set 
standards. Doodh Ganga river is considered 
one of the most clean and pristine rivers in 
Kashmir valley and near its sources resem-
bles a stream of milk gushing down – that is 
why the name Doodh Ganga.
Just a few decades back this river was 
considered one of the cleanest in Kash-
mir valley but the population growth on 
its banks and the unscientific direct emp-
tying of sewage into the water body has 
changed the quality as well as quantity of 
the water content downstream. As a matter 
of fact, more than four lakh people in Sri-
nagar’s uptown area and some areas of dis-
trict Budgam get their drinking water from 
the Doodh Ganga supply plant in Kralpora. 
However, municipal liquid waste – from 
homes as well as government pumping sta-
tions located on its banks – is dumped into 
its water without being treated.
We have complete faith in the able adminis-
tration of LG Manoj Sinha that this sanctioned 
amount would be used in an appropriate pro-
cedural manner and within a set timeline we 
will see improvement in the quality of Doodh 
Ganga water downstream as well. Doodh 
Ganga is one of the most important rivers 
of the valley and its restoration must be top 
priority of the administration.  

Why Don't Parents Trust 
Government Schools?

PRIYANKA SAURABH

A 
recent study by the Right to 
Education Resource Center 
of  IIM Ahmedabad has con-
firmed that due to the poor 
quality of  education, par-

ents do not trust government schools 
and prefer to enroll their children in pri-
vate schools, even if  it means they have 
to spend a lot on tuition and other fees. 
The two most important reasons given 
by families for sending children to pri-
vate schools are dissatisfaction with the 
quality of  government schools and the 
absence of  any government secondary 
school nearby. Schools also suffer from 
inadequate infrastructure or poor quality. 
Although the situation has improved con-
cerning the availability of  basic ameni-
ties like school buildings, drinking water, 
and toilets, the situation in terms of play-
grounds, computers, and ramps remains 
worrying. Because of  this, government 
schools became a refuge for the children 
of  the poor and uneducated, where they 
had to live at the mercy of  bureaucracy 
and teacher unions.

As a result, the development of  stan-
dards set for these schools - quality and 
relevance of  textbooks, monitoring 
of  students' achievements - came to a 
halt. Today, more than ninety percent 
of  public expenditure in Indian schools 
is spent on teachers' salaries and admin-
istration. Still, India has the highest 
number of  teachers taking leave with-
out permission in the world. Teachers 
do not come to our schools and in one 
out of  four government schools, some 
teacher is on leave every day. Accord-
ing to the Annual Status of  Education 
Report (ASER) 2022, children's ability to 
read simple English sentences remains 
at 2016 levels for Class V children (from 
24.7% in 2016 to 24.5% in 2022). . 68.9% of  
schools have a playground, the propor-
tion of  schools with accessible toilets 
for girls has increased from only 68.4% 
in 2022, the proportion of  schools with 
access to drinking water is just 76%.

According to UNESCO's State of  
Education Report for India 2021: There 
are no teachers, no classrooms, and 
about 1.1 lakh schools in India are sin-
gle-teacher institutions. The average 

attendance of  teachers in 2022 is 87.1% 
and the average student attendance has 
remained around 72% for the last sever-
al years. Despite improvements, gender 
disparities persist in some areas. The 
proportion of  15-16-year-old girls who 
are not enrolled continues to decline, 
to 7.9% in 2022. The overall dropout rate 
in schools in India is 1.5 percent in pri-
mary level classes (1-5), and 3 percent 
in upper primary classes (6-8). The sec-
ondary level class (9-10) has the high-
est percentage with 12 percent which 
is still a big challenge. The proportion 
of  3-year-old children enrolled in some 
form of  early childhood education in 
2022 is 78.3%. The National Curriculum 
Framework (NCF) is revised from time 
to time, but there are concerns over the 
relevance and effectiveness of  the cur-
riculum.

The All India Survey on Higher Edu-
cation 2021-22 indicates lower enroll-
ment in vocational education programs 
compared to traditional courses. The 
COVID-19 pandemic exposed the digi-
tal divide, with many students lacking 
access to online education. According to 
NITI Aayog 2023, states like Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu have higher scores, while 
states like Bihar and Jharkhand have 
lower scores, reflecting disparities in 
the quality of  education. The proportion 
of  children taking paid private tuition 
classes in classes I-VIII to increase from 
26.4% in 2018 to 30.5% in 2022. All this 
is very worrying. It is no less a matter 
of  shame for the country and state gov-
ernments that the courts have to give 
orders for the work that they should 
do themselves. The plight of  education 
in primary schools is not hidden from 
anyone. The condition of  government 

schools in the entire country is very 
bad. In many schools, teachers do not 
even go to teach, wherever they go they 
do not teach from their heart.

The system created to improve the 
condition of  these schools has also 
almost completely collapsed. No one has 
control over anyone. Today the entire 
system is dominated by corruption. To 
improve the condition of  government 
primary schools, it should be made 
mandatory for all government officials, 
elected representatives, and officials 
associated with judicial work to send 
their children to study in these schools. 
Initiatives can be taken to make gov-
ernment schools more attractive than 
private schools if  efforts are made to 
ensure adequate classrooms, libraries, 
laboratories, and recreational facili-
ties. Clean drinking water, functional 
toilets regular sanitation awareness 
campaigns, access to computers, tab-
lets, and internet connectivity should 
be provided to facilitate digital learn-
ing. The 5T High School Transformation 
Program of  the Government of  Odisha 
is based on the 5T concept of  transpar-
ency, technology, teamwork, and timeli-
ness leading to change.

Launched in 2021, the program focus-
es on the adoption of  educational tech-
nology in the form of  smart and digital 
classrooms, e-libraries, modern sci-
ence laboratories, improved sanitation 
facilities, and sports facilities in all high 
schools. Implementing competency-
based recruitment, providing competi-
tive salaries, and providing professional 
development opportunities, conducting 
regular workshops, seminars, and train-
ing programs to enhance pedagogical 
skills and subject knowledge, motivat-

ing teachers, and recognizing their 
efforts. Implementing a performance-
based reward system can prove to be a 
great effort in this direction. Incorporat-
ing a holistic approach that focuses on 
cognitive, social, emotional, and physi-
cal development. Integrating business 
skills and entrepreneurial training to 
prepare students for future employment 
opportunities, encouraging experiential 
learning through projects, field trips, 
and practical activities, and fostering a 
welcoming and inclusive environment 
that celebrates diversity. Respect and 
promote social harmony.

Encouraging regular parent-teacher 
interactions to discuss students' prog-
ress and address concerns, involving 
local communities in school activities 
and decision-making processes to pro-
mote a sense of  ownership, such as the 
Odisha Government's School Campaign, 
is a one-of-a-kind initiative that seeks to 
motivate and organize the alumni com-
munity to contribute to the improve-
ment of  government schools in Odisha. 
Odisha's Adarsh Vidyalaya (OAV) model 
aims to bridge the rural-urban gap by 
providing accessible, qualitative, and 
affordable English medium educa-
tion. As of  now, there are 315 English 
medium co-educational schools in all 
314 blocks in rural and semi-urban 
areas of  Odisha. By implementing these 
initiatives, we can create a more equi-
table and inclusive education system, 
empowering every child to reach his 
or her full potential and fulfilling the 
vision of  the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020. Its objective is to create a 
generation of  empowered, equipped, 
and ethical youth who are ready to face 
the challenges of  the 21st century.

Keeping in mind the National Educa-
tion Policy vision for secondary educa-
tion in the country, and comparing it 
with the present situation, it is time to 
give greater policy focus to secondary 
education by giving it priority in the 
annual education planning of  both the 
Central and State Governments. Has 
gone. There should be a substantial 
increase in public investment to ensure 
the provision of  affordable secondary 
education. Equal attention should be 
given to improving the quality of  educa-
tion through filling teacher vacancies, 
training of  teachers, ensuring the avail-
ability of  adequate teaching-learning 
resources, and creating an accountable 
and transparent governance structure. 
Unless drastic measures are taken in 
this direction, achieving a universal 
level of  secondary education by the year 
2030 seems unachievable.

Author is a Research Scholar in 
Political Science. She can be mailed at  

priyankasaurabh9416@outlook.com

'No Nudity Rule'
Social Media Is Chock Full Of Pornography

DR. SATYAVAN SAURABH

T
he entire country 
blames films for 
nudity, but today 
there is so much 
nudity on social 

media that even our films feel 
ashamed. Today no social plat-
form is untouched by vulgar-
ity and nudity. In the dark age 
of  social media, the women of  
our society are being targeted 
and have to be served nudity to 
get some likes and views. And 
she is easily trading her honor 
and self-respect for the sake of  
flying in the sky of  likes and 
views by serving nudity.

Some Chappal Chaap YouTu-
bers put such obscene thumb-
nails on our faith just to get 
views. What to say to whom? 
The ultimate happiness in life 
has now become dependent on 
getting followers and comments. 
By sharing nude pictures on 
platforms like Facebook, girls 
today appear to be appreciat-
ing themselves by getting likes 
and comments as if  they have 
achieved the most important 
and necessary heights of  life.

We call this nudity a new 
fashion in this era of  moder-

nity. When fashion came to a 
boil on social media, the young 
generation found themselves 
lagging behind beautiful girls 
on social networks, then the 
young men started dancing 
with their nudity and said, how 
can I lag? The youth are roam-
ing around showing their youth, 
that I am no less than anyone. It 
is even more surprising to have 
interviews with such a spoiled 
YouTuber. In earlier times, 
elders used to crack down on 
such activities. Well, the times 
are modern and hence society 
accepts and enjoys it.

But this is a matter to think 
very seriously - in which direc-
tion the small children of  our 
homes are going. Why are 
parents deliberately ignoring? 
Why don't you want to give time 
and value to your children? 
Why are you pushing your chil-
dren into the swamp with your 
own hands? Nowadays parents 
are very modern and they are 
very attracted to nudity, boy-
friends, and the modern envi-
ronment. This will prove fatal 

for the coming generation and 
society. The mental state of  
teenage girls is being molded 
to suit their specific purpose.

Now social media platforms 
have become dens of  virtual 
nudity. Now teenagers in every 
house are making vulgar reels 
and videos. Now it seems as if  
prostitution centers have also 
become available with new 
options for lustful men. These 
days nudity is being served on 
social media to increase fol-
lowers. Are those who serve it 
guilty? Are those who like and 
share it not guilty? According 
to me, he is more guilty. Can't 
this stop if  we stop liking and 
sharing such posts or videos?

Today social disorder is in the 
most successful phase of its jour-
ney. There is no scope for preven-
tion. Now only disaster can stop 
its progress. The daughters who 
are doing nude and obscene dance 
stunts on reels on social media 
are requested not to sacrifice the 
honor of their family and religion 
for a few pieces of paper. Today 
you are being paid not for danc-

ing but for serving nudity so that 
one day the entire society can be 
humiliated by pushing it into the 
abyss.

If  our culture does not sur-
vive then no one can save our 
nation and the future genera-
tions from being destroyed by 
bad qualities. Now understand 
what culture is and why it is 
important to save it. This is 
the self-respect of  our nation. 
We need a society free from 
obscenity and nudity and to 
protect our destroying civiliza-
tion and culture. Boycott Bolly-
wood films and web series full 
of  obscenity, nudity, and abuse.

Boycott obscene songs and 
obscene films. Social media, 
Twitter, Facebook, etc. are such 
platforms through which people 
send important information along 
with their thoughts and expres-
sions. But at present social pol-
lution is being spread by encour-
aging people to play games like 
gambling along with obscene, 
objectionable, and nudity-filled 
messages and advertisements on 
these platforms. Our children, 

sisters, and daughters also use 
these platforms extensively. To 
curb this pollution, everyone will 
have to think and take initiative 
themselves. Consciousness is 
needed today otherwise there will 
be naked dancing on the roads 
tomorrow. You are the future 
of the country, don't become a 
puppet.

In the name of  promiscu-
ity, vulgarity is at its peak in 
this era of  social media. In 
our culture, woman was given 
the name of  wealth, and that 
too she was precious and not 
worth a penny. Therefore, the 
Mujras held in the royal courts 
also took place within the four 
walls. The truth is that obscen-
ity cannot be justified from any 
point of  view. This is a drug 
shop that leads underage chil-
dren towards sexual crimes 
and today it is being produced 
by a social media platform in 
collaboration with the women's 
community. According to brain 
science, obscenity is one of  the 
four types of  addictions.

Acharya Kautilya has 
described lust as the biggest intox-
ication and disease in Chanakya 
Sutra. If this nudity is a symbol 
of  modernity then why don't 
women show complete modernity 
by becoming completely naked? 
Just as the opening of liquor 
shops in every street and locality 
hurts children, similarly, obscen-
ity gives rise to sexual crimes in 
society. This cannot be justified 
in any way. Think and discuss or 
remain silent.

Author is a freelance jour-
nalist and columnist, All India 

Radio. He can be mailed at saty-
wansaurabh333@gmail.com
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No Excuse For Not Making Labour 

And Migration Safe, Fair For Women

SHOBHA SHUKLA

F
emale migrant workers, 
despite contributing a 
significant share to the 
economy, face alarming 
levels of  sexual and other 

forms of  gender-based violence and 
harassment all across the migration 
cycle. Actions to make labour and 
migration safe and fair a reality for 
them are sketchy at best or few and 
far between.

The deadly divide between “what 
we know works” in reducing the risk 
factors for gender-based violence and 
harassment, and “what we are doing” 
is unacceptable. Failure to end all 
forms of  gender-based violence will 
also wreak havoc on other sustain-
able development goals and targets.

Though some progress has hap-
pened in different settings, the writ-
ing on the wall is clear: we will fail 
to end all forms of  gender-based 
violence unless preventative actions 
(those that stop abuse from happen-
ing in the first place or from reoc-
curring) that are more gender-trans-
formative in nature and those that 
tackle power inequalities and the 
discriminatory social norms (which 
drive inequality between men and 
women, especially women migrant 
workers), are urgently implemented 
in letter and spirit and taken to scale 
– everywhere.

16 Days of Activism against 
gender-based violence

"This [gender-based violence] is 
a crime against women and girls 
and the human family as a whole. 
It is also costly, with some countries 
estimating the economic impact at 
some 3.7 per cent of  GDP as a result 
of  gender-based violence. Yet, invest-
ment is pitiful, a mere 0.2 per cent 
of  overall aid in 2022. Our collective 
folly in failing to invest is all the more 
frustrating because we know what to 
do: reform and implement laws and 
multisectoral policies; ensure survi-
vors have access to the services they 
need; scale up evidence-based pre-
vention interventions and hold per-
petrators to account. But these will 
not happen by themselves. We must 
do what we always do when we recog-
nize the gravity of  an issue: allocate 
serious resources," said UN Under-
Secretary-General and UN Women 
Executive Director Sima Bahous, 
while speaking at this year's official 
UN commemoration of  the Inter-
national Day for the Elimination of  
Violence against Women. "We still 
live in a male-dominated culture that 
leaves women vulnerable by denying 
them equality in dignity and rights," 
said UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres. "Let’s build a world that 
refuses to tolerate violence against 
women anywhere, in any form, once 
and for all."

The 16 days of  activism against 
gender-based violence is an annual 
global campaign that runs from 
25th November, the International 
Day for the Elimination of  Violence 
against Women, to 10th December, 
Human Rights Day, indicating that 
violence against women is the most 
pervasive breach of  human rights 
worldwide. This year's theme of  
"Invest to Prevent Violence Against 
Women and Girls" focuses on the 
importance of  financing different 
prevention strategies to stop vio-
lence from occurring in the first 
place. There should be no place for 
any kind of  violence in any wom-
an’s life.

Nine years ago I had spoken to 
Erwiana Sulistyaningsih, whose 
story of  abuse had raised an inter-
national furore and brought the 
plight of  women migrant workers 
centre-stage. Erwiana had come to 
Hong Kong from Indonesia to earn 
money, as her family was unable 
to fund her college education. “As 
I really wanted to bring a change 

in my life, and the pay in Jakarta 
was not enough I decided to be a 
migrant worker abroad. I chose 
Hong Kong because it is said to be 
a safe country and I had heard no 
news about migrant workers being 
abused there. When I arrived in 
Hong Kong, all my papers, such as 
my passport and employment con-
tract, were taken by my recruiting 
agency and I began working as a 
domestic help. My employer would 
beat me up, would let me sleep only 
for 4 hours a day and did not give 
me sufficient food to eat. I was not 
allowed to go out or speak with 
other people or use the telephone. 
Eight months of  abuse and torture 
left my body badly bruised and 
in pain. So one day my employer 
decided to send me back to Indone-
sia. She brought me to the airport, 
helped me check-in, and then left. 
She threatened to kill my family if  I 
ever spoke of  my plight to any other 
person. Abandoned at the airport 
and unable to walk, I luckily met 

an Indonesian lady who not only 
helped me reach home but also took 
a photograph of  my injuries and 
posted it on her Facebook”.

The social media spread the 
news far and wide and brought 
Erwiana’s case into limelight. 
Finally her employer was con-
victed and found guilty by the 
authorities in Hong Kong. Erwi-
ana was put on Time Magazine’s 
list of  100 Most Powerful Persons.

Erwiana’s words spoken 9 years 
ago, are still as relevant today as they 
were back then: “As women and girls 
we need to raise our voice against 
exploitation. We need to unite in 
this fight against discrimination 
and exploitation which many girls 
and women face. My case was finally 
exposed because of  the unity of  the 
migrant workers’ movement”.

No excuse for any form of gen-
der-based violence

The Asia-Pacific region hosts 
nearly 30% of  the estimated 281 mil-
lion international migrants, with 
women constituting nearly 50% of  
migrants in the region. South East 
Asia and the Pacific is home to 11.6 
million documented migrant work-
ers out of  which 5.2 million are 
women. In the ASEAN region (com-
prising Brunei, Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam), almost 50% of  the 9.9 mil-

lion migrants are women.
Women’s migration in search of  

livelihoods to support themselves 
and their families is on the rise in 
the Asia Pacific Region. This femini-
sation of  labour migration is influ-
enced by the lack of  decent work for 
women in countries of  origin, and 
an increase in the demand for female 
labour - particularly in occupations 
that are associated with specific 
gender roles, like domestic and care 

work- in destination countries.
Women migrant workers make 

vital social and economic contribu-
tions to their communities and coun-
tries of  origin and destination. A 
Regional Study shows that financial 
remittances from migrant workers 
are a great source of  income for all 
countries within the ASEAN region. 
For example, an estimated US$36.240 
billion in remittances was received in 
the Philippines in 2021 (equivalent 
to 9.4% of  its GDP), followed by Viet 
Nam, with remittances accounting 
for 5% of  its GDP. And yet, women 
migrant workers in ASEAN earn sig-
nificantly less than men.

When vulnerabilities fuel 
each other

While migration has a positive 
impact on the economies of  coun-
tries and empowers women, it also 
puts them at increased risk of  vio-
lence, trafficking, and discrimina-
tion that limits their access to fair 

practices and decent work. Women 
migrant workers are at great risk of  
gender-based violence and harass-
ment because of  the discrimination 
and inequality that they face as 
women (including in their countries 
of  origin) and as migrants (especially 
in countries of  destination).

In Asia-Pacific countries, between 
30-40% of  women workers have 
reported some form of  harassment. 
In a survey of  returned women 

migrant workers from Bangladesh 
all reported that they had been phys-
ically, psychologically, or sexually 
abused at the employers’ house with 
60% reporting that they often faced 
physical torture during employment.

The root cause of  gender-based 
violence is the power and control 
which privileged or entitled people 
(mostly men) exercise over those 
with less privilege and entitlement 
(mostly women). It is the product 
of  our inequitable, discriminatory 
and patriarchal legal, economic and 
social systems, which place women 
in disadvantageous positions across 
their life cycle. Inequalities between 
countries and the lack of  political 
will to extend rights to migrant 
workers also limit women’s access 
to the available protection mecha-
nisms.

The way forward

Migration should be an informed 
choice that is free from all forms of  
violence and harassment. Banning 
women from migrating, under the 
pretext of  keeping them safe, will 
put them at greater risk of  gender-
based violence and harassment. 
What is needed is a human rights-
based, and gender-responsive 
labour migration for women where 
they are not subjected to gender-
based violence and harassment. It 
requires a multi-level approach that 
includes political will by way of  not 
only passing but also enforcing laws 
to combat violence against women; 
regional cooperation and specific 
strategies to address harmful prac-
tices; tackling stigma and discrimi-
nation and providing access to sup-
port services for women.

Campaigns like the Safe and Fair 
project by International Labour 
Organisation and UN Women (in 
collaboration with UNODC) whose 
main objective is to ensure that 
labor migration is safe and fair for 
all women in the ASEAN region, 
and they have access to all their 
labour rights and to decent work, 
need to be replicated in other parts 
of  Asia Pacific region.

Shobha Shukla is the award-
winning founding Managing Editor 

and Executive Director of  Citizen 
News Service and is a feminist, health 

and development justice advocate. 
She is a former senior Physics faculty 

of  prestigious Loreto Convent Col-
lege and current Coordinator of  Asia 

Pacific Regional Media Alliance for 
Health and Development (APCAT 

Media) and Global AMR Media Alli-
ance (GAMA). Follow her on Twitter 

@shobha1shukla or read her writings 
here www.bit.ly/ShobhaShukla)
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Kashmir Braces
be an improvement in the foggy weath-

er conditions.
Nonetheless, the local Meteorologi-

cal department here has also issued an 
advisory, saying that temporary disrup-
tion of  surface transportation over hilly 
areas and important passes like Zojila, 
Sinthan Pass, Mughal road and others 
is also expected during November 29th 
& 30th.

Meanwhile, the occasional sunshine 
was witnessed today while the minimum 
temperatures across the Valley also 
recorded an improvement.

Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort in north 
Kashmir recorded a low of  minus 0.2 
degree Celsius while the mercury in Sri-
nagar, the summer capital of  Jammu & 
Kashmir, settled at 3.9 degree Celsius.

In Qazigund, the mercury settled at 3.8 
degree Celsius while the minimum tem-
perature in Pahalgam settled at 1.2 degree 
Celsius.

In Kupwara and Kokernag, the mer-
cury settled at 3.0 degree Celsius and 2.8 
degree Celsius respectively—(KNO)

'Rs 5000 Cr Invested
evacuate power from the upcoming gen-

eration projects.
About the outdated infrastructure of  

PDD in Jammu and Kashmir, Principal 
Secretary PDD, H. Rahesh Prasad told 
KNO said that ‘there is no doubt that the 
infrastructure is outdated.’

He however said that, “In past 3-4 years, 
we have invested a huge amount of  more 
than Rs 5000 crores to upgrade it.”

“We have upgraded the transmission 
capacity, grid stations and receiving sta-
tions,” Prasad said.  He said that cur-
rently under the Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS), the department 
was investing another Rs 5000 crores to 
address the problem like outdated elec-
tricity cables.

“We are upgrading the electricity wires 
to insulated cables and we are upgrad-
ing our transformers too,” the principal 
secretary said.

Prasad further said, “I won’t say that 
it will be sufficient to overcome the gaps. 
There will still remain some gaps but I 
want to inform all those concerned that 
it is a time consuming process and will 
get settled gradually.”—(KNO)

All 41 Trapped Workers
in the temporary medical camp built in 

the tunnel,” Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami tweeted.

Moreover, Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari said that he is relieved and happy 
as 41 trapped labourers in the Silkyara 
Tunnel Collapse have been successfully 
rescued.

“I am completely relieved and happy 
as 41 trapped labourers in the Silkyara 
Tunnel Collapse have been successfully 
rescued. This was a well-coordinated 
effort by multiple agencies, marking one 
of  the most significant rescue operations 
in recent years. Various departments 
and agencies complemented each other 
despite facing numerous challenges. Tire-
less and sincere efforts by everyone, cou-
pled with prayers from all, have made this 
operation possible. The dedicated endeav-
ours of  the rescue teams have yielded 
favourable results,” Gadkari posted on X 
(Formerly Twitter). ‘

He further expressed gratitude to each 
agency and individual involved in this 
rescue operation.

“Deep appreciation for the internation-
al rescue experts, administrative officers, 
and the Uttarakhand government for 
their swift and effective response. I take 
this opportunity to thank the PM @nar-
endramodi Ji, who has been constantly 
monitoring the entire operation and pro-
viding guidance and support whenever 
required. CM Uttarakhand @pushkard-
hami Ji and my colleague @Gen_VKSingh 
Ji almost camped there during the opera-
tion. Last but not least, I thank the offi-
cers and engineers of  MoRTH for their 

sincere efforts,” he further said.
As workers were rescued, Kin of  Anil 

Bedia, a worker from Ranchi, who was 
trapped in the Silkyara tunnel said, ” 
We’re feeling very good…we hope he 
comes out soon… ”

“The exact time of  breakthrough was 
7:05 pm. Uttarakhand CM, Minister of  
State for Road Transport and Highways 
and Civil Aviation Gen VK Singh are pres-
ent there,” said Harpal Singh, Project 
Head, Zoji-la Tunnel.

CM Dhami highly appreciated the 
morale and courage of  the workers and 
personnel engaged in the rescue opera-
tion.

Earlier today, Uttarakhand CM and 
other officials reached the Silkyara 
tunnel rescue site.

A portion of  the tunnel caved in on 
November 12, the debris falling in the 
60-metre stretch on the Silkyara side of  
the tunnel, trapping 41 labourers inside 
the under-construction structure.(ANI)

Govt Suspend
Records (ex-officio Settlement Officer), 

Anantnag, is hereby placed under suspen-
sion, with immediate effect in terms of  
Rule 31 of  Jammu and Kashmir Civil Ser-
vices (Classification, Control and Appeal) 
Rules, 1956”, reads an order.

“During the period of  his suspension, 
he shall remain attached in the office 
of  Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir”, 
reads the order further.

Fire Damages
Masjid, they said, adding that the cause 

of  fire is being ascertained—(KNO)

KPDCL To Rope
reputation among the public. We will 

use religious clerics, scholars and civil 
society to propagate the judicious use of  
electricity,” he said.

Pertinently, the KPDCL has intensified 
its drive across the valley to check illegal 
hooking and unauthorized power usage.

Recently during a drive, a staggering Rs 
80 lakh in pending arrears was realised 
from consumers.

The KPDCL during its 566 inspection 
drives in all 19 electric divisions realised 
Rs 7.84 lakh as penalties for illicit hook-
ing of  wires on bare conductors and meter 
bypassing.

An official of  the KPDCL said the inci-
dents of  hooking in metered areas on bare 
conductors have witnessed a steep rise 
over the last month.

“Consumption of  energy by consumers 
in unmetered areas over and above their 
agreed load has also sharply grown, put-
ting a huge strain on the power curtail-
ment schedule. In unmetered areas, the 
usage of  power by consumers is three to 
four times their registered load, leading 
to frequent DT damages,” he said.

The official said they are now explor-
ing options to ensure that rampant power 
pilferage is stopped.

“We are hopeful that a strong message 
goes to people through these religious 
clerics and civil society. If  power is judi-
ciously used, the problem of  frequent 
power cuts will be solved,” he added.

The KPDCL has also resorted to name 
and shame individuals involved in illegal 
electricity consumption.

In a tweet recently, KPDCL announced, 
“Consumers hooking, bypassing meters 
and exceeding agreed load will be named! 
Night inspections by KPDCL teams, 
breaching the 1000 mark daily.”—(KNO)

LG Manoj Sinha
stars will not only help us to achieve 

excellence in organising international 
sporting events but also popularize a 
robust sports culture in the masses, espe-
cially among the youth”.

The Lt Governor said over the next 
three days, Jammu Kashmir will cele-
brate and honour sporting excellence, 

dedication and commitment of  the crick-
eters in the playing field and players will 
get an opportunity to enjoy UT's hospital-
ity, and incredible culture of  J&K during 
their stay.

The Lt Governor said: “This tourna-
ment is also an occasion to uphold the 
values of  Cricket game, which seeks 
to promote peace, excellence, respect, 
friendship and unity. In every respect, 
Jammu Kashmir echoes and reinforces 
these ideals and developing a thriving 
sporting culture.

The power of  sports to bring peace and 
unity is extraordinary and I am sure your 
presence will influence and inspire the 
young generation to discover their true 
calling to shape a new future”.

The Lt Governor congratulated the 
players including Chris Gayle, Harbha-
jan Singh, Suresh Raina, Praveen Kumar, 
Thisara Perera, Stuart Binny and extend-
ed his best wishes to the teams for the 
remaining matches.

CS, Secy DARPG
journey of  development during the last 

five years and said that the transforma-
tion has been phenomenal.

He said that from a largely no tender 
system to a complete 100 percent e- ten-
dering process is not a small transfor-
mation and the manner in which people 
have adopted the change is extremely 
commendable.  He said that the engine 
of  change since 2019 in JK has fundamen-
tally changed JK forever and JK should 
probably be number one in terms of  sys-
tems transparency.

Talking about the J&K Bank, CS said 
that in 2019 people were extremely scep-
tical about the bank but soon, the Bank 
figured among the top four banks in the 
country in achieving targets in digital 
payments.

As far as Back to Village is concerned, 
Chief  Secretary said that it has evolved 
into Aspirational Panchayat and there is 
a Prabhari which is there for the entire 
year and more.

Dr Mehta highlighted that in terms of  
Good Governance, JK has been on the 
fore front on aspects. He said that JK 
is among the first to cross 1100 e-ser-
vices and which we are really proud of.  
He said that JK is saturated on many 
schemes as we are No 1 in Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav, No 2 in Nasha Mukt 
Abhiyan and No 3 in Amritsarovar. He 
said that JK has been on a ranking of  1-5 
on many initiatives and we have hope to  
remain among the top five if  not better 
than that. He said that on e-governance,  
J&K  should not lag behind any state or 
UT on any parameter and urged offi-
cers to carry forward the process. He 
said that every work requires teamwork 
manner and thanked  the officers for 
being strong pillars of  the team.

V Srinivas who released the case stud-
ies through VC said that his team looks 
forward to circulate these case studies to 
all universities, government institutions 
and state governments. He thanked the 
Chief  Secretary Dr Arun Kumar Mehta 
for his yeoman services to the nation 
which has brought in sweeping reforms 
in governance across the UT of  J&K.

Professor and Director, Centre for 
Public Policy Governance and Perfor-
mance, Harsh Sharma earlier gave a 
detailed presentation about the method-
ology, key elements, impact and way for-
ward on each of  the four initiatives.

He highlighted that the impact of  
Back to Village has been such that more 
than 4000 work worth of  Rs. 8110 lakhs 
(approx.) has been completed across J&K 
and a Saturation coverage of  4291 Pan-
chayats has been achieved.

He said that there is a need to prepare a 
framework to capture the progress made 
in the welfare schemes (Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, etc.) He said that focus should be 
laid on development of  training modules 
to support implementation of  B2V-5 for 
the creation of  Model Panchayats in line 
with the Aspirational Panchayat Develop-
ment Program of  J&K.

He said that there is a further need to 
encourage local  community in decision-

making processes to ensure the projects 
align with their needs and aspirations. 
Strengthening the role of  Panchayats 
by providing them with more decision- 
making powers and financial resources 
and establishing regular channels for 
feedback from the local community is an 
imperative.

He asserted that the Empowerment 
portal provides detailed insights to citi-
zens by enabling them to monitor works/
projects being implemented and encour-
aging citizen to give their feedback about 
the quality and pace of  work.

The impact of  Janbhagidhari has been 
such that  number of  works completed 
increased from about 9200 in 2018-19 to 
21943 in 2020- 21and more than 50,000 in 
2021-22 with a decrease of  20-30% cost of  
execution because of  better supervision 
and oversight by the public.

Talking about the transformation 
change of  JK Bank he said that it regis-
tered an annual net profit of  Rs 1197.38 
Cr for FY 2022-23 witnessing 139% YoY 
growth. He said that total Business of  
the Bank as of  31st March 2023 stood at 
Rs. 212666 Crore registering a growth of  
9.40%.

Talking about the impact of  AB-PMJAY, 
he said that JK is the first UT in the coun-
try to insure its entire population and 26 
lakhs (approx.) beneficiaries have been 
covered under AB-PMJAY. It was given 
out that 81 percent of  beneficiary families 
have at least one e-card in AB-PMJAY.  He 
said that JK has 100 percent redressal of  
grievances through Jammu & Kashmir - 
Integrated Grievance Redress and Moni-
toring System (JKIGRAMS) and a fine of  
Rs. 45 lakhs (approx.) collected through 
Anti-Fraud mechanism for violation of  
SoP.

TB Cases On
They said the Anantnag and Pulwama 

districts were declared tuberculosis-free 
under the sub-national certification for 
TB elimination in India earlier this year, 
while Budgam received this designation 
in 2021.

“Budgam, Anantnag, and Pulwama fall 
into the TB-free category, with Baramulla 
categorised as bronze, Kupwara as gold, 
and Srinagar already awarded gold. Over-
all, three districts in Kashmir are free of  
TB, with two receiving gold awards and 
one a bronze award,” the officials said.

They said that claims of  TB state units 
are being verified by four national agen-
cies on the ground. Four national agen-
cies assess TB status and provide certifi-
cation based on performance data.

Officials said that patients receive 
the utmost attention, with regular data 
updates and a team of  watchdogs at the 
block, district, state, and federal levels. 
Screenings of  patients' relatives are also 
being conducted.

Under the Nikshay Poshan Yojna, 
patients receive Rs 500 for the duration of  
their therapy, they said, adding that the 
decline in cases is attributed to targeted 
prevention campaigns and enhanced diag-
nostic capabilities. They also stressed the 
need for continued vigilance to sustain 
and build upon these gains.

Officials further said that robust sur-
veillance along with public awareness 
campaigns will continue to make Kash-
mir TB-free by 2025.

The government in Kashmir has intro-
duced an AI-based system to identify 
potential TB cases, and testing has been 
increased to detect cases in the initial 
stages.

There are four categories of  recogni-
tion for achieving reduction targets, with 
the top spot being TB-free status, indicat-
ing an 80% reduction. Other categories 
include gold medal (over 60% reduction), 
silver medal (over 40% reduction), and 
bronze medal (over 20% reduction).

Budgam was the first district to be 
declared TB-free. Sub-national certifica-
tion, initiated in 2020, marks progress 
towards TB-free status, with the goal of  
achieving a TB-free India by 2025. The 
process rewards well-performing states/
districts when specific milestones in TB 
elimination are achieved—(KNO)

GDC Vijaypur Forms 
Human Chain To Mark 
Observance Of AIDS Day

GMK NEWS ETWORK

SAMBA:  Government 
Degree College, Vijaypur 
under the supervision of  
the principal, Prof. Dr. Van-
dana Gupta, on Tuesday 
formed a Human Chain to 
observe World AIDS Day 
2023.

To commemorate the 
day, Red Ribbon Club and 
NSS Unit (KHIDMAT) of  
the college organized the 
event  to inculcate aware-
ness among the college stu-

dents  about the he grav-
ity of  the problem of  HIV 
infection/AIDS and the 
preventive measures need 
to be adopted as responsi-
ble citizens to prevent the 
virus to spread.

 An interactive talk was 
also delivered by Prof. Ritu 
Bhagat, Associate Profes-
sor, Education, to educate 
the students about AIDS 
and  protective measures, 
emphasizing upon this  
year's theme “Let Commu-
nities Lead”.

The Principal of  the col-
lege, Prof. (Dr.) Vandana 
Gupta encouraged the 
students to act as ambas-
sadors to remove the stig-
mas related to HIV/AIDS 
from the society.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. Naseem Chow-
dhary, NSS PO and Prof. 
Renuka Kundal, Lecturer 
Political Science and co-
coordinated by Dr. Neelam 
Devi, Lecturer Hindi and 
Prof. Sonia Devi, Lecturer 
Hindi.

VIKSIT BHARAT SANKALP YATRA

DC Rajouri Flags Off Mobile Publicity Van 

To Promote Govt Schemes
GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI: In a landmark initia-
tive to ensure the seamless reach 
of  Central Government schemes to 
the farthest corners of  the district, 
Deputy Commissioner Rajouri, 
Vikas Kundal, Tuesday flagged 
off  a mobile publicity Van here in 
Atti area of  Rajouri block as the 
part of  the ongoing "Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra."

The Mobile Van will traverse 
through the district according to a 
pre-defined schedule. Laden with 
information, education, and com-
munication (IEC) materials, the 
van aims to create public aware-
ness about a myriad of  central gov-
ernment schemes. With a sound 
system and digital LED screen on 
board, the van will showcase videos 
of  Prime Minister's addresses, tes-
timonials from beneficiaries and 
informative clips to further enhance 
understanding.

The Yatra focuses on both urban 
and rural areas, spotlighting key 

schemes such as PM Svanidhi, PM 
Vishwakarma Yojana, PM Mudra 
Yojana, PM Ujjwala Yojana, Start 
up India/stand up India, Ayushman 
Bharat, PM Awas Yojana (Urban), 
SBM(Urban), PM eBus Sewa, 
AMRUT, PM Bhartiya Jan Aushidi 
Pariyojana, Ujjala Yojana, Subha-
gya Yojana, Digital Payment infra-
structure, Khelo India, RCS:UDAN, 
Vande Bharat Trains and Amrit 
Bharat Station scheme and rural 
areas schemes like Ayushman 
Bharat PMJAY, PMGKAY,  DAY-
NRLM, PM Awas Yojana Rural, PM 
Ujjwala Yojana, PM KISAN Saman, 
PM Vishwakarma, KCC, PM Poshan 
Abhiyan, JJM and SVAMITVA.

While addressing the event, 

the Deputy Commissioner Vikas 
Kundal expressed the significance 
of  this initiative saying that the 
primary objectives of  the yatra 
include disseminating informa-
tion, fostering awareness, and 
establishing direct interaction 
with beneficiaries.

Deputy Commissioner Vikas 
Kundal highlighted the role of  the 
mobile van in achieving satura-
tion of  all schemes and enhancing 
awareness among the populace. 
This proactive approach signifies 
the dedication of  the administra-
tion to ensuring comprehensive 
awareness, leaving no eligible indi-
vidual uninformed about transfor-
mative government schemes.

During the event, Deputy Com-
missioner Vikas Kundal elaborat-
ed on the transformative impact of  
the Yatra, emphasizing its pivotal 
role in the effective implementa-
tion of  diverse welfare initiatives 
across the nation. He underscored 
the instrumental role of  the yatra 
in fostering development and pro-
moting engagement with govern-
ment schemes.

The Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra stands as a testament to the 
commitment of  the Government 
to inclusive development, ensur-
ing that the benefits of  its schemes 
reach every individual, contribut-
ing to the overall socio-economic 
landscape of  the district.

Among the others, Chief  Plan-
ning Officer, Mohammad Khur-
shid; Assistant Commissioner 
Panchayat, Sheraz Chowhan; 
Chief  Medical Officer, Dr Rajinder 
Sharma; Block Development Offi-
cer Rajouri, Pardeep Bakshi and 
other officers, officials, PRIs and 
the public attended the event.
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI 
(PHE) MECHANICAL  DIVISION SOUTH AWANTIPORA

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
GIST of e-NIT No. 37 of 2023-24 Dated: 25-11-2023

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division South (Awantipora), invites e-tenders 
from reputed and resourceful Bidders/Firms/Companies/Consortiums between bidder/firm and Financier of all classes registered in JKPWD/
CPWD/Railways or any other state Government for “Creation, Supply, installation, testing and commissioning of Sub-Stations at Rapid Sand 
Filtration Plants of various water supply schemes of Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division South Awantipora of District Anantnag”. The bidding 
process shall be completed online on www.jktenders.gov.in in two covers viz. Cover 1st consisting of Pre-Qualification Criteria, General Terms and 
Conditions and Technical Specifications and Cover 2nd shall consist of Financial Bid on percentage basis, in the prescribed BOQ.

Sr No Particulars of the work Esttd. Cost (in 
Rs.)

Tender fee 
(in Rs)

Earnest mon-
ey Deposit

Bid 
Validity

Time of Comple-
tion of work 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1.

Creation, Supply, installation, testing and commission-
ing of Sub-Stations at Rapid Sand Filtration Plants of 
various water supply schemes of Jal Shakti (PHE) Me-

chanical Division South Awantipora of District Anantnag.

Work/Scheme 
wise details given 
in Form-I of Ten-
der Document

Rs. 300/- 
for each 

work

02% of the 
estimated 

cost of each 
work

120 days

As indicate 
against each item 
in Form-I of Ten-
der Document

Programme/Position of funds:  Approved Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
The tender inviting authority is Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division South Awantipora.
The awarding authority is District Jal Jeevan Mission (DJJM).

Critical Dates:
I Publish Date on Tender Portal 27-11-2023 (09:00 AM)
II Document Download/sale start Date 27-11-2023 (09:00 AM)
III Bid submission start date 27-11-2023 (09:00 AM)
IV Document Download/sale end Date 11-12-2023 (06:00 PM)
V Bid submission end date 11-12-2023 (06:00 PM)
VI Date and time of Bid opening 12-12-2023 (02:00 PM)

1. Bid documents can be accessed and downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in
2. The whole bidding process shall be completed online on tender portal www.jktenders.gov.in. The intending bidders can download the bid document from the tender 

portal and can submit their bids by uploading them on the tender portal.
3. The bids received shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division South Awantipora.
a. Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified against each item of work.
b. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division South Awantipora. Bid Security will have to be in form of CDR/FDR/

BG of any scheduled Bank and shall be valid for a period of 120 days from the last date of submission of bid. 
c. The cost of tender documents should be in form of TR/e Challan in favour of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Mechanical Division South Awantipora.
4. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e-Challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR/BG and other relevant documents shall be obtained 

from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover. 
5. The bid shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the last date of submission of bids. If any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the said period 

or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand forfeited and the bid shall be declared non-responsive.
6. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.
7.  Queries by email if any should be made at xenphemechsouthawp@gmail.com.
No:  JSD/MDSA/5133-35 Sd/-        
Dated: 25/11/2023 Executive Engineer,
DIPK-12904-23  PHE Mechanical Division,
DT: 28/11/2023 South Awantipora.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD (R&B) DIVISION AWANTIPORA

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Fresh against Nit no.Fresh-63/EEA/RNB/2023-24/2496-2506        DT.07-11-2023
E-TENDERING/NIT No:Fresh-88/EEA/RNB/2023-24/3329-39              DT.  28-11-2023

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of J&K Expression of Interest(EOI) are invited from approved and eligible 
Bidders as per Instruction to Bidder (ITB) and Terms of Reference at Annexure-I. The Bidder (Firm/Consultant/Agency/Company) should 
have the eligibility as per Annexure-II under Eligibility Criteria for each of the following works:-

S. No Name of Work

Estimated Cost of 
the Project (Rs in 
Lacs) for   which 
Consultancy is 

Required as Adv. 
cost

Estimated Cost 
of the Architec-

tural Engg. & 
Consultancy (Rs 

in Lacs)

Cost of 
T/Doc. 
(in Rs)

Time of
completion

Type of Con-
sultancy

1.

Providing Consultancy and other allied services with all 
working drawings (Digital Layout Plan, /BOQ,Structural , 
Architectural Design)  incld.technical vetting of drawings  
from DICQ/NIT/IIT  and  Conducting of all required soil 
investigations for Construction of working standard Labo-
ratory of Legal Metrological Deptt. at Pulwama.

75.83 0.40 200/- 10 Days

Architectur-
al/ Structural 
Consultancy 

with Soil 
Testing

Position of AAA =Accorded -92-LM of 2023 dt. 15/09/2023
Position of Funds =Available
1.	 The	NIT	 Consisting	 of	 qualifying	 information,	 eligibility	 criteria,	 specifications,	Bill	 of	 quantities	 (B.O.Q),	 Set	 of	 terms-	 and	

conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below:

S. No. Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 28-11-2023
2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 29-11-2023 (10:00AM)
3 Bid submission Start Date From 30-11-2023 (10:00AM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To 07-12-2023 (04:00PM)

5 Date and time of opening of bid (online) 08-12-2023 (11:00 PM)
In	the	office	of	Executive	Engineer	PWD(R&B)	Division	Awantipora.

Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender  document  in  shape  of  Treasury Challan /  Receipt(Under MH- 0059 PWD) in favour of 
Executive Engineer  R&B Division Awantipora [Tender Inviting Authority] (Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 
(The Date of Treasury Challan  and EMD should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and  the bidders 
residing Outside UT of J&K can submit DD of any nationalized bank in favour of Executive Engineer  R&B Division Awantipora the cost of 
tender document fee is non refundable.
•	 If	MSME	firm	is	registered	with	NSIC	(National	Small	Industries	Corporation)	agencies	for	tendered	item	then	they	are	exempted	

for submission of EMD & Tender Cost.
	 If	MSME’s	who	are	interested	in	availing	these	benefits	will	have	to		enclosed	with	their	offer	the	proof	of	their	beings	MSME’s	

registered with any of the above mentioned agencies.
2. All the Bidders have to submit Bid Security Declaration Form instead of Earnest money as per the Circular of Finance Department 

(Bid security Declaration Form is as per Annexure “A” below).
3. The 1st lowest Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/FDR 

within	03	Days	before	fixation	of	Contract	and	shall	be	released	after	successful	completion	of	work.
All other terms and conditions shall be available in website www.jktenders.gov.in
Head	Draftsman	 	 	 	 Technical	Officer	 Executive	Engineer,	
 R&B Division Awantipora

DIPK-12962-23
DT: 28/11/223

‘YOU HAVE TO BE ARM TWISTED TO GIVE MONEY’

SC rebukes Delhi govt over 
‘partial compliance’ in 
rapid rail project

COP28: India too has no ‘option’ 

than to invest in nature
IANS

NEW DELHI: India is also 
facing the serious conse-
quences of  climate change 
and it has no option than to 
invest in nature. At COP28, 
leaders from across the 
globe must acknowledge 
the critical role of  nature in 
tackling the climate crisis. 
Also the world cannot 
reach the Paris Agreement 
without halting and revers-
ing nature loss, alongside 
rapid emissions cuts.

These were the views 
of  frontline groups to take 
a stand at the two-week 
COP28, the 28th annual 
United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, under 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) presidency slated 
from November 30 in 
Dubai.

In the run up to COP28, 
the frontline delegation 
calls upon world leaders 
to pass and adhere to bind-
ing agreements, including 
the immediate phase out 
of  dirty energy, and to 
commit to meaningful cli-
mate reparations for com-
munities that are bearing 
the brunt of  the climate 
crisis.

Also, indigenous leaders 
representing forest com-
munities from 24 countries 
will travel to Dubai.

At the event, they will 
demand greater protec-
tions for tropical forest 
communities, who manage 
80 per cent of  the world’s 
biodiversity and nearly 
40 per cent of  remaining 
intact forests, in global 
agreements and national 
proposals for implement-
ing and funding nature-
based solutions.

Talking to IANS regard-
ing India’s science-driven 
benchmarks to enhance cli-
mate plans and collective 
action pathways in nature, 
wildlife conservationist 
and Bombay Natural Histo-
ry Society (BNHS) Director 
Kishor Rithe said: “India 
is also facing the serious 
consequences of  climate 
change and it has no option 
than to invest in nature.

“The real challenge 
is to achieve this by fol-
lowing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG). 
This is only possible with 
strong collaborations with 
research organisations and 
local and global financial 
institutions. Such collabo-

rations can implement the 
regional climate action 
plans and produce measur-
able outcomes.

“India is certainly 
moving towards this and 
regular monitoring may 
help in reporting the out-
comes.”

Believing that nature 
and biodiversity play in 
aiding the mitigation and 
adaptation to the global 
crises, Lucy Almond, 
Chair of  Nature4Climate 
and Nature Positive Pavil-
ion lead, told IANS: “At 
COP28, the world stands 
at a course-correcting 
moment.

“Leaders must acknowl-
edge the critical role of  
nature in tackling the cli-
mate crisis. Nature can 
provide one-third of  the 

solution needed by 2030, 
but it also proves essential 
for adaptation.

“Past commitments to 
protect nature and halt 
deforestation by 2030 are 
commendable, yet con-
tinuing deforestation and 
inadequate policy budgets 
underscore the urgency for 
tangible action.

“Governments and busi-
ness leaders must pick up 
the pace and turn their 
words into action.”

Sounding a note of  
warning that tropical forest 
deforestation accounts for 
eight per cent of  all CO2 
emissions, more than the 
entire the EU, Welsh scien-
tist studying ecology and 
global biodiversity Prof. 
Thomas Crowther at ETH 
Zurich said: “We cannot 
reach the Paris Agreement 
without halting and revers-
ing nature loss, alongside 
rapid emissions cuts.

“The latest science from 
hundreds of  experts in the 
Integrated Global Forest 
Assessment is clear: there 
can be no choice between 

nature and decarbonizing 
our economy because we 
urgently need both.

“We need nature for cli-
mate action, and we need 
climate action for nature.”

The 21st session of  the 
COP (COP21) led to the 
Paris Agreement, which 
mobilised global collective 
action to limit the global 
temperature increase to 1.5 
degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels by 2100, 
and to act to adapt to the 
already existing effects of  
climate change.

Why is this COP (Confer-
ence of  Parties) crucial?

The Global Stocktake, 
which will be finalized at 
COP28, has made it clear 
that more action is needed 
across all sectors to meet 
the Paris Agreement goals 

and has acknowledged 
that engaging indigenous 
people and local commu-
nities in implementing cli-
mate actions is crucial.

The stocktake builds on 
evidence suggesting that 
scaling up the land rights 
and heeding the values and 
knowledge of  indigenous 
and local communities rep-
resents one of  the world's 
most cost-effective solu-
tions for protecting forests 
and preventing the damage 
that fuels climate change 
and biodiversity loss.

The outcome will set 
international norms for 
climate action over the 
next five years, and it must 
include an explicit call to 
accelerate and invest in 
nature.

Leaders from tropi-
cal forest countries will 
demand urgent action to 
ensure countries are allow-
ing indigenous peoples and 
local communities to influ-
ence local plans for imple-
menting climate solutions 
that, in some regions, are 
already violating commu-

nity rights and causing 
harm to biodiverse ecosys-
tems that store and absorb 
carbon.

“The climate crisis 
demands a rapid just tran-
sition for a binding global 
phase out of  fossil fuels 
and all extraction and pro-
duction at source,” said 
Tom Goldtooth, Executive 
Director of  the Indigenous 
Environmental Network.

“With the risks and 
uncertainties of  carbon 
capture and storage and 
carbon dioxide removal 
technologies, the world 
does not need more climate 
false solutions that divert 
attention away from the 
crucial work of  stopping 
the ongoing colonial and 
capitalist frameworks that 
are consistently adopted by 
the UNFCCC.”

Compensating local 
communities through 
market mechanisms is a 
step in the right direction, 
believes Javier Valdivia 
Navarro, Local Projects 
Coordinator at Terra 
Global Capital, LLC.

“However, it’s essential 
to ensure that this compen-
sation is fair, transparent, 
and equitable. Addition-
ally, involving these com-
munities in the design and 
implementation of  the 
project, respecting their 
rights, and fostering local 
ownership are crucial 
aspects to make such ini-
tiatives truly effective and 
sustainable,” he told IANS.

In a message ahead of  
the COP28 that is bring-
ing the world together, UN 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres on Tuesday said: 
“It is profoundly shocking 
to stand on the ice of  Ant-
arctica and hear directly 
from scientists how fast the 
ice is melting. The cause is 
clear: fossil fuel pollution.

Leaders at COP28 must 
not let the hopes of  people 
around the world for a sus-
tainable planet melt away, 
he warned.

Quoting new figures of  
September, he said Ant-
arctic sea ice was 1.5 mil-
lion square kilometres 
smaller than the average 
for the time of  year -- an 
area roughly equal to the 
combined size of  Portugal, 
Spain, France and Ger-
many.

“And this year, Antarc-
tic sea ice hit an all-time 
low,” he added.

IANS

NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Tues-
day took strong exception 
over “partial compliance” 
of  its order requiring the 
Delhi government to make 
arrangements of  funds for 
construction of  the Delhi-
Alwar and Delhi-Panipat 
corridor of  Regional Rapid 
Transit System (RRTS) 
project.

“You have to be arm twist-
ed to give money which you 
are liable to pay. This is the 
problem. Why do they not 
make the budgetary provi-
sions? You can make budget-
ary provisions for 580 crores 
odd for advertisements but 
you can’t make budgetary 
provision of 400 odd crores,” 
a bench headed by Justice 
S.K. Kaul told Delhi govern-
ment's counsel after she said 
that the government of  the 
national capital is making 
budgetary allocation for the 
rapid rail project.

The bench, also com-
prising Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia, said that it passed 
the order transferring the 
funds allocated for adver-
tisement purposes to the 
RRTS project to make the 
government realise "what 

they are doing".
It added that the Delhi 

government wants “all 
monies to be withdrawn out 
of  environment fund only” 
and “does not want to make 
budgetary provisions”.

“We are concerned with 
compliance with our order. 
Have you paid or have you 
not paid? Have you trans-
ferred the funds or not,” 
the top court asked. “Funds 
are not transferred,” sub-
mitted senior advocate 
Atmaram Nadkarni, who 
appeared on behalf  of  the 
National Capital Region 
Transport Corporation 
(NCRTC), before the apex 
court.

Referring to the sanction 
order issued by the Delhi 
government on November 
24, Nadkarni highlighted 

that only “partial compli-
ance" has been made by 
paying 415 crores towards 
the fulfillment of  its share 
for construction of  the 
Delhi-Meerut corridor of  
RRTS.

“150 crores for Delhi-
Alwar and Delhi-Panipat 
corridor has not been set-
tled,” he added.

In its order, the top court 
noted that the sanctioned 
amount may not have been 
credited into the account of  
the NCRTC – a joint ven-
ture company of  govern-
ment of  India and states of  
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh which 
is implementing the RRTS 
project.

“However, the sanction 
order itself  states that it 
is ‘partial compliance’. 

There cannot be no ques-
tion of  partial compliance 
and complete compliance 
must take place as per the 
schedule,” it added.

The matter will be taken 
up for further hearing on 
December 7.

In an earlier order 
passed on November 21, 
the apex court was “con-
strained” to direct that 
funds allocated for adver-
tisement purposes be 
transferred to the RRTS 
project.

However, it had kept 
its order in abeyance for 
a period of  one week and 
said that if  the funds are 
not transferred, the order 
will come into operation on 
November 28.

In its application, 
NCRTC had said that the 
Delhi government by not 
releasing promised funds 
had breached its under-
taking given earlier to the 
Supreme Court.

In July, senior advocate 
Abhishek Manu Sighvi, 
appearing for Delhi gov-
ernment, had assured the 
top court that the project’s 
overdue amount of  Rs 415 
crore and other arrears 
will be paid within a stipu-
lated timeline.

Nitish govt slashes holidays 
on Hindu festivals in Bihar, 
BJP demands rollback

Work of laying pipes in Silkyara 
tunnel completed, workers to be 
brought out soon: CM Dhami

IANS

DEHRADUN: In a major 
breakthrough to bring out 
the 41 trapped workers 
from Uttarakhand's Silk-
yara tunnel, Chief  Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 
on Tuesday afternoon said 
that the work of  laying 
pipes in the tunnel has 
been completed and all the 
workers will be brought 
out soon.

In a tweet posted in 
Hindi on X, Dhami said, 
"With the grace of  Baba 
Baukh Nag Ji and prayers 
of  crores of  the people of  
the country and the tire-
less work of  all the rescue 
teams engaged in the 
rescue operation, the work 
of laying pipes in the tunnel 
to take out the workers has 
been completed."

"Soon all the labor 
brothers will be taken out," 
he said.

Ambulances and a 
medical team have arrived 
at the spot to rush the 41 
trapped workers.

Rat-hole mining was 
started as rescue efforts 
to reach the 41 workers 
trapped inside the Silkyara 
tunnel entered its 16th day 
on Monday.

Earlier in the day, while 
speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony of  the 
Sixth World Disaster 
Management Conference 
in Dehradun, the Chief  
Minister said that the 
rescuers involved in the 
operation to rescue the 
41 trapped workers in the 
collapsed Silkyara-Barkot 
tunnel in Uttarkashi have 
dug through 53 metres of  
debris.

He added that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was being apprised of  the 
status of  the operations 
every day.

IANS

PATNA: In what is being 
perceived as a minor-
ity appeasement strategy 
ahead of  the Assembly 
and the Lok Sabha polls, 
the Mahagathbandhan 
government of  Bihar 
has reduced the holidays 
on Hindu festivals while 
increasing the same for 
Muslim festivals.

On Monday evening, 
the education department 
issued a leave notification 
in this regard. Besides, 
it has also increased the 
summer vacation by 10 
more days.

As per the fresh noti-
fication for year 2024, the 
education department has 
made mandatory 220 days 
of  studying for the stu-
dents.

However, the holidays 
for Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-

Juha and Muharram were 
enhanced from 2 days to 
three.

Even the summer vaca-
tion has also increased 
from 20 days to 30 days for 
the year 2024.

Holidays for Harta-
lika Teej, Janmastami, 
Mahashivratri,  Ram 
Navami, Saraswati Puja, 
Rakhi, Teej and Jitiya 
stand cancelled.

Interestingly, the central 
government announced a 
holiday on Janmastami, 
Mahashivratri, Ramna-
vami, with all central gov-
ernment offices and banks 
closed every year.

Union minister Giriraj 
Singh reacted sharply to 
the development saying 
Nitish Kumar is work-
ing under the agendas 
of  Quran and Sharia law 
to make Bihar a Muslim 
state.
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COLLEGE ON WHEELS

J&K College on Wheels’ students visit IISc Bangalore
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BENGALURU: The contingent 
of  700 female students from var-
ious universities and affiliated 
colleges of  Jammu and Kash-
mir, currently on a two-week 
College on wheels journey to 
various parts of  the country, 
Tuesday visited the Indian 
Institute of  Science (IISc) 
Bangalore Campus, popularly 
known as the Tata Institute, 
ranked among the country’s 
most prestigious institutions, 
established in 1909.

This unique experiential 
learning initiative, fully funded 
by the Government of  Jammu 
and Kashmir UT, has set out to 
break the boundaries of  con-
ventional education, providing 
participants with real-world 
insights and hands-on experi-
ences. The visit to IISc Banga-
lore marks a significant chap-
ter in this educational odys-
sey, offering an unparalleled 
opportunity for the contingent 
to engage with cutting-edge 
research, state-of-the-art facili-
ties, and renowned academic 
experts.

In the heart of  IISc, stu-
dents went round various 
departments, laboratories, and 
research centres, immersing 

themselves in a dynamic envi-
ronment that fuelled curiosity 
and collaboration. Interactions 
with leading researchers and 
scholars provided invaluable 
insights into diverse fields, 
sparking inspiration for the 
participants' future academic 
pursuits.

At IISc, a distinguished 
research university founded 
114 years ago by visionaries 
Jansetji Tata and Krishnaraja 
Wadiyar IV, students seized 
the unique opportunity for a 
productive interaction with 
senior faculty members. These 
exchanges offered profound 
insights into various labs, sig-
nificantly enhancing the con-
tingent's understanding of  
cutting-edge research and aca-
demic advancements.

The students explored 
facilities dedicated to micros-
copy and microanalysis, expe-
riencing firsthand the intricate 
world of  advanced research 
techniques. Additionally, they 
engaged with the interdis-
ciplinary Centre for Energy 
Research, delving into the fore-
front of  energy studies. The 
visit extended to the Centre for 
Product Design and Manufac-
turing, providing insights into 
the convergence of  creativity 

and technology and simultane-
ously fostering an environment 
of  curiosity. Interactions with 
leading researchers and schol-
ars further enriched the contin-
gent's understanding of  diverse 
fields, sparking inspiration for 
future academic pursuits.

Beyond the traditional class-
room setting, the students were 
privileged to be taught by emi-
nent minds at IISc Bangalore. 

The learning experience was 
enriched by the wisdom and 
expertise imparted by the dis-
tinguished faculty members, 
creating a dynamic environ-
ment that transcended theoreti-
cal boundaries.

During the visit, Prof. Umesh 
Rai Vice Chancellor, University 
of  Jammu expressed gratitude 
to Director IISc for extending 
the facility for the contingent of  

College on Wheels to visit IISc 
to get the first hand experience 
of  technological advancement 
and its optimum use in the 
learning process.

“The College on Wheels 
programme is designed to 
redefine education by taking 
it beyond the confines of  tra-
ditional classrooms. The visit 
to IISc Bangalore exemplifies 
the commitment of  Higher Edu-

cation Council and University 
of  Jammu to provide students 
with a holistic and immersive 
learning experience," said Prof. 
Umesh Rai, Vice Chancellor, 
while giving a detailed overview 
of  the initiative to Director and 
Deans of  various faculties at 
IISc Bangalore.

The College on Wheels ini-
tiative, conceived to break the 
shackles of  traditional educa-
tion, has resonated with over-
whelming enthusiasm from 
both students and educators 
alike. The contingent's engage-
ment at IISc vividly epitomizes 
the spirit of  experiential learn-
ing and academic exploration, 
pushing participants beyond 
the confines of  conventional 
classrooms.

As the College on Wheels 
journey continues to unfold, it 
leaves an indelible mark on the 
educational landscape, empow-
ering students with real-world 
experiences and fostering a 
culture of  innovation and col-
laboration.

Later in the day, the students 
also went around for sightsee-
ing to various  places and tem-
ples in the southern city.

The College on Wheels after 
visiting Bangalore shall flagged 
off  at Bangalore Railway Sta-

tion by Sh. T. Subramanya 
Ganesh, Scientist/ Engineer-G 
Deputy Director, NSA, ISTRAC 
Telemetry Tracking and Com-
mand Network ISRO in pres-
ence of  Sh, B. Sankar Madas-
wamy, Scientist/ Engineer- SF 
Manager HRDD, ISRO and 
Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice Chancel-
lor, University of  Jammu for 
its onward journey to Wardha, 
Maharashtra.

Envisioned by Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, the Col-
lege on Wheels, a special train 
exclusively earmarked for the 
two-week trip of  girl students 
from Jammu and Kashmir to pre-
miere institutions and places of  
the country, was flagged off  from 
Mata Vaishno Devi University 
Railway Station Katra on Novem-
ber 19. The Lieutenant Governor 
said the College on Wheels is 
inspired by the life of  Mahatma 
Gandhi, where he undertook epic 
tour of the country by train, inter-
acted with people from all walks 
of  life and awakened the society 
with universal and eternal values 
Satya and Ahimsa, Truth and 
Non-Violence. He exuded confi-
dence that the journey will be a 
lifetime opportunity to discover 
diverse regions, culture of  coun-
try and to explore new aspects of  
life and wisdom.

3-day Philatelic Exhibition 

“KASHPEX-2023” inaugurated
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The three day 
KASHPEX 2023, i.e. State 
Level Philatelic Exhibition 
was inaugurated by Brig 
K Bhardwaj, Brig HQ 15 
Corps along with Col Vinod 
Kumar, Chief  Postmaster 
General, J&K Circle, at 
SKICC here Tuesday.

The event was also 
attended by Col Faraz, Col 
GS (IW), HQ 15 Corps and 
Shri Athar Aamir Khan, 
Commissioner SMC and 
CEO, Srinagar Smart City 
Limited.

In line with said promo-
tional endeavor, Depart-
ment of  Posts, J&K Circle 
has organized the KASH-
PEX-2023 from November 
28 to 30, where approxi-
mately 50,000 postage 
stamps and other philatelic 
items are on display.

The exhibition will 
highlight India’s history, 
culture, art and heritage 
across years through 
stamps and pictural col-
lections. India Post scented 
stamps are also on display 
besides some rare and old 
stamps dating back to 1800s 
and 1900s. The exhibition is 
a rare opportunity to see 
some of  the best stamps, 
first day covers, minia-
ture sheets, stamp cards 
etc from India and other 
countries.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Col Vinod Kumar, 
Chief  Postmaster General, 
J&K Circle while address-
ing the audience highlight-
ed the role of  India Post in 
the lives of  common people 
and the vast network of  
India Post. He said, that 
the role of  India Post in 
ensuring Financial inclu-
sion while ensuring last 
mile delivery of  mails 
was also emphasized. Col 
Kumar urged the audience 
predominantly comprising 
of  school children to take 
Philately as a hobby having 
twin benefits of  enhance-
ment of  knowledge and 
monetary value.

Athar Aamir Khan, 
Commissioner SMC and 

CEO Srinagar Smart City 
Limited while address-
ing the gathering threw 
light on the vast network 
of  India Post. He urged 
school children to pursue 
the hobby of  stamp col-
lection and also invited 
people of  Srinagar Smart 
City to visit the exhibi-
tion. He also acknowl-
edged the release of  
Special Cover on Ghanta 
Ghar which has achieved 
prime importance in the 
context of  revamp of  Sri-
nagar city and transmis-
sion into Smart City.

A special attraction 
of  the exhibition, “My 
Stamp” which is a per-
sonalized stamp, was pre-
sented to Chief  Guest by 

Col Vinod Kumar on the 
occasion. The personaliza-
tion is achieved by print-
ing a thumb nail image of  
the customer’s photograph 
and logos of  institutions, 
or images of  artwork, her-
itage buildings, famous 
tourist places, historical 
cities, wildlife, other ani-
mals and birds etc., on a 
selected template sheet 
having Postage Stamps.

Pankaj K. Mishra, 
Director Postal Services, 
J&K presented the vote 
of  thanks. Dr P.P. Singh, 
Director of  Accounts 
(Postal) also attended the 
event.

The proceedings of  the 
event were conducted by 
TV presenter Azhar Hajini.

VBSY held in 10 

Panchayats of Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (VBSY) 
started Tuesday in 10 
more Panchayat Halqas of  
the Manzgam block of  the 
district, amid enthusiastic 
and vibrant participation 
of  stakeholders.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC) Showkat 
Ahmad Rather attended 
the programme along with 
SDM DH Pora, Bashir Ul 
Hassan; ACD, Mohd Imran 
and supervised multiple 
activities organized under 
the nationwide campaign.

Panchayat Halqas 
including Asnoor, Mir-
wani, Korel, Tangmarg, 
Watoo and KB Pora com-
prising 10 Panchayats, 
were today taken up during 
the fourth day of  the Yatra 
in the district.

Officers and officials 
continued to aware people 
about government schemes 
and interacted with people 
and motivated them to reg-
ister for schemes and get 
benefits under various 
employment and welfare 
based schemes.

Beneficiaries, who 
have availed services, also 

shared their experiences 
under Meri Kahaani, Meri 
Zubaani initiative and 
expressed gratitude for the 
seamless services delivery.

Drone and soil health 
card demonstrations, 
health camps for NCD, 
Anaemia screening and 
other on spot services were 
provided on the occasion.

Assistance under differ-
ent government schemes, 
felicitation events, paint-
ing and drawing competi-
tions were also held on the 
occasion across the Pan-
chayats.

Officers and officials 
remained busy in IEC 
activities at all the Pan-
chayats of  the block in 
an effort to reach the 
unreached population.

Welfare, employment, 
insurance, social security 
and income generation 
based schemes were high-
lighted by all departments 
who had installed stalls. 
IEC Vans were pressed into 
service also.

Block officers and offi-
cials from line depart-
ments, PRIs, students 
and locals participated in 
Viksit Bharat Yatra pro-
grammes in aforesaid pan-
chayats, fervently.

VBSY witnesses massive 
public response in Kupwara

SVEEP

SP College, DEO Srinagar organise 

Mega Awareness Programme

Govt dismisses 
prosecuting 
officer over 
bribery charges

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir Government on Tuesday 
terminated a senior Prosecuting 
Officer (PO) for taking a bribe of 
Rs 2 lakh in a murder case.

According to an order 
issued by Home Department, 
Aijaz ul Hassan had taken Rs 
2 lakh bribe from a murder 
accused while he was posted 
as Senior Prosecuting Officer 
in the court of Judicial Magis-
trate 1st Class Thanamandi.

The order reads that the 
officer failed in maintaining 
absolute integrity and acted 
in a manner unbecoming of a 
government employee, there-
by violating the provisions 
contained in J&K Employees 
(Conduct) Rules, 1971.

“The act on the part of the 
officer tantamount to a viola-
tion of Rule 3 of J&K Employees 
(Conduct) Rules, 1971,” it said.

It added that therefore, in 
terms of Rule 30(viii) of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Civil Ser-
vices (Classification, Control & 
Appeal) Rules, 1956, Aijaz-Ul-
Hassan, in charge Senior Pros-
ecuting Officer is dismissed 
from service, with immediate 
effect, which will also disqualify 
him from future employment.

Large public turnout witnessed 
in VBSY in Shopian

Special enrollment 
camps held in Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA:  The Viksit 
Bharat Sankalp Yatra 
(VBSY), a nationwide out-
reach initiative aimed at 
informing and empower-
ing citizens about the Cen-
tre's flagship schemes was 
held in 19 remotest Pan-
chayats of  Tangdar and 
Teetwal blocks of  Kupwara 
district.

People  thronged the 
venues of  Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra (campaign) in 
Panchayats of  Kandi Payen, 
Khoverpora A & B, Kona 
Gabra, Nachiyan,  Nowaga-
bra A, B & C, Tangdar A, B & 
C, Amrohiee, Bahadurkote, 
Chemkote A & B, Chanipora 
A & B, Gundi Gujjran, and 
Hajitara.

VBSY witnessed enthu-
siastic response from PRI 
members and locals who 
gathered around the Infor-
mation, Education and Com-
munication (IEC) setups.

Participants listened 
keenly to the recorded 
message from the Prime 
Minister of  India. As 

part of  the program, par-
ticipants took the Viksit 
Sankalp Bharat pledge, 
affirming their commit-
ment to the nation's holis-
tic development.

SDM Karnah Dr.Gulzar 
Ahmad Rather adminis-
tered the Pledge to the par-
ticipants at Government 
Boys' High School Tandar.

Simultaneously, the 
festivities today featured a 
vibrant display of  cultural 
events, presented by local 
artists.

The schemes being pub-
licized included Ayushman 
Bharat; National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission; PM 
Awas Yojana (Rural); 
PM Ujjwala Yojana; PM 
Vishwakarma; PM Kisan 
Saman; Kisan Credit Card 
(KCC); PM Poshan Abhi-
yan; Har Ghar Jal–Jal 
Jeevan Mission; Survey of  
villages and mapping with 
improvised technology in 
village areas (SVAMITVA); 
Jan Dhan Yojana; Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana; Surak-
sha Bima Yojana and Atal 
Pension Yojana.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: In order to 
ensure saturation of eligible 
voters and on the directions 
of  District Election Officer 
Kupwara, Special Enroll-
ment Camps for Assembly 
Constituency Kupwara 
were launched today.

On the occasion, large 
numbers of  students who 
have attained or are likely to 
attain the age of  18 years by 
01.01.2024 were registered.

District Social Welfare 
Officer (DSWO) Kupwara, 
Hidaitullah Mir, designat-
ed as dedicated Assistant 
Electoral Registration Offi-
cer (AERO) for Kupwara-
AC, along with his team 
and Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) are conducting 
Registration cum Aware-
ness camps in various 
Educational Institutions 
falling in the geographical 
limits of  Kupwara constit-
uency during which all the 

eligible voters who have 
attained the age of  major-
ity will be enrolled.

The electors were 
apprised about the pro-
cedure entailed for the 
purpose to enable them to 
exercise their right to vote.

Further, the partici-
pants were enlightened 
about the process of  filing 
advance claims for reg-
istration through online 
portals like NVSP/VHA/
VP etc in order to bring 
them under the ambit of  
electoral process.

These special camps 
have been organized in 
view of  the prevalence of  
Electoral Literacy Clubs 
(ELCs) and prospective 
electors in these educa-
tional institutions.

Meanwhile, it was 
informed that these special 
camps shall continue for 
3 days and 9 Educational 
Institutions of  Kupwara-
AC will be covered.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: All six des-
ignated Panchayats of  
Keller block, where the 
Viksit Bharat Sankalp 
Yatra (VBSY) campaign 
was undertaken Tuesday, 
witnessed appreciable par-
ticipation of  people.

Government officers 
and officials, PRIs, youth 
and students and ben-
eficiaries of  Government 
welfare schemes took part 
in Yatra enthusiastically.

The aim of  the yatra 
is to generate awareness 
regarding the Central 
government’s welfare 

schemes and policies to 
ensure 100 percent satu-
ration of  flagship govern-
ment schemes with the 
sole purpose to facilitate 
the general public at their 
doorsteps.

The campaign orga-
nized in six Panchayats 
includes Mastpora, Mosh-
wara, Narapora, Naserpo-
ra, Phelipora and Wathoo 
of  Shopian district.

The highlights of  the 
programme included 
holding medical camps, on 
spot registration of  people 
for various beneficiaries 
schemes, banking services 
and drone demonstrations.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Sri Pratap 
College, Srinagar in col-
laboration with District 
Election Office, Srinagar 
Tuesday organised a mega 
awareness programme 
under Systematic Voters’ 
Education and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP) for 
special summary revision 
of  electoral rolls, 2023.

The co-ordinator of  the 
program Dr. Shazia Mush-
taq in her introduction to 
the program highlighted 
the importance of  the elec-
toral process in shaping 
the future of  the nation.

Principal SP College 
Prof. (Dr.) Ghulam Jeelani 
Qurashi in his welcome 
address underlined the 
importance of  voter reg-
istration and voting for 
establishing a vibrant and 
truly peoples’ democracy 
where there is account-
ability and transparency. 
The Principal further 
emphasized that voting is 
the basic building block 
of  a successful democratic 
setup.

Dr. Manzoor Ahmad 

Reshi, in-charge SVEEP 
prog ramme, in his 
address explained the 
importance of  voter reg-
istration and how young 
voters can make a differ-
ence in the policy making 
and governance.

Dr. Mehar Rather, IT 
expert from the District 
Election Office, Srinagar 
gave an on-stage demon-
stration of  the voter reg-
istration process by using 
the Voter Helpline App. 
She guided the students 
for on spot registration by 
explaining every step-in 
detail.

Shazaib Parvaiz, a stu-
dent of  the college, gave a 
powerpoint presentation 
on the importance of  the 
electoral process. To make 
the day long awareness a 
celebration of  the demo-
cratic ethos, students of  the 
college presented different 
cultural programmes. A 
skit on the electoral pro-
cess was performed by a 
group of  students led by 
Hareem Farooq and Sheikh 
Shahid. High quality sing-
ing programmes were per-
formed by Rizwan and his 
team and Raina Naqee and 
Farukh Nihad.

 FacElESS VEhiclE SErVicES

ARTO Office Anantnag leads 
Regional Transport Offices in J&K

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In a remark-
able achievement, the Assis-
tant Regional Transport 
Office (ARTO) in Anantnag 
has emerged as the front 
runner among the various 
Regional Transport Offices 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
setting a benchmark in the 
implementation of  faceless 
vehicle services.

In 2023, ARTO Office 
Anantnag achieved 95.88% 
total disposable percentage 
with the best performance 
management practices, 2468 
applications were disposed-
off  out of  total 2574 applica-
tions. The data was compiled 
based on all faceless services 
provided by the Transport 

Department of  J&K during 
Sept 23 to Nov 23 for all offices.

The office has revolution-
ized its performance man-
agement to put more power 
in the hands of  citizens pro-
viding high-quality, ongoing 
feedback, streamlined and 
enhanced services through 
faceless processes. This 
technological advancement 
aligns with the government's 
vision of  providing citizen-
centric services in a feasible 
and accessible manner.

The success of  the face-
less vehicle services initia-
tive underscores the office's 
dedication for providing 
citizens with a modern and 
efficient experience in all 
matters related to regional 
transport. 


