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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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OLD SHELL EXPLODES IN 
CENTRAL KASHMIR’S BUDGAM

UKRAINIAN FORTIFICATIONS IN 
DONBAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM RUSSIA

...PAGE: 03

A mysterious blast created 
panic in Kralpora village 

of Chadoora in central 
Kashmir's Budgam district 

on Saturday morning, locals 
said here.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

I thank all 
those MPs who 
have voted for 
Shri Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Ji. At a 
time when India 

marks Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, 
we are proud to be having a Kisan 
Putra Vice President who has 
excellent legal knowledge and 
intellectual prowess. 

Jagdeep Dhankhar elected 
India's 14th Vice President

GMK Monitoring Desk 

New Delhi: NDA candidate 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was on Sat-
urday declared the next Vice 
President of India securing 528 
votes over Opposition candi-
date Margaret Alva's 182.

Announcing the results, Re-
turning Officer for Vice Presi-
dential polls and Secretary Gen-
eral of Lok Sabha Utpal Kumar 
Singh said that as many as 725 
MPs cast their ballot in Vice 
Presidential poll which is 92.94 
pc of the total votes. He said that 
15 votes were declared invalid.

"The total submission to get a 
candidate elected is determined 
by dividing the total number of 
first preference votes secured 
by both candidates by two and 
then adding one to the quo-
tient. The total necessary for 
being elected Vice President of 
India is 352 votes. On the basis 
of counting Jagdeep Dhankhar 
secured 528 first preference 
votes, and Margaret Alva se-
cured 182 votes," he said.

"Therefore, I Utpal Kumar 
Singh, the Returning Officer 
for Vice Presidential election 
2022 hereby declare Jagdeep 
Dhankhar has been duly elect-
ed to the office of Vice Presi-
dent of India," he added men-
tioning relevant rules.

AITC MPs Shishir Adhikari 
and Dibyendu Adhikari defied 
the party's call to abstain from 
the polling and casted their 
votes. The rest of the 34 AITC 
MPs did not cast their votes.

BJP leaders Sunny Deol and 
Sanjay Dhotre did not vote due 
to health reasons.

The Electoral College con-
sisted of 233 elected members 
of Rajya Sabha, 12 nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha, and 
543 elected members of Lok Sab-
ha, adding up to 788 members. 
However, out of 788, 725 MPs 
casted their votes for the Vice 
Presidential poll. Eight seats 
are vacant in Rajya Sabha.

The polling to elect the new 
Vice-President of India P-02

PM Modi congratulates Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Vice Presidential win

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday met Vice 
President-elect Jagdeep Dhankhar and congratulated 
him for his emphatic win in the Vice Presidential 

election against Opposition candidate Margaret Alva.
"Congratulations to Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji on being 

elected India’s Vice President with resounding support 
across party lines. I am confident he will be an outstanding 
Vice President. Our nation will gain tremendously from his 
intellect and wisdom," he said in a tweet.

Thanking MPs who voted to Dhankhar, the Prime Min-
ister added, "At a time when India marks Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, we are proud to be having a Kisan Putra Vice 
President who has excellent legal knowledge and intellec-
tual prowess." P-02

Agencies

Jammu: No fresh batch of pil-
grims left the Bhagwati Nagar 
base camp here for the cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
south Kashmir Himalayas on 
Saturday, officials said amid 
a decline in the footfall of the 
devotees.

On August 2, Jammu and 
Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha had appealed to 
the Amarnath pilgrims to visit 
the cave shrine before August 5 
in view of a forecast of inclem-
ent weather and more rains.

The 43-day annual pilgrim-
age to the 3,880-metre-high cave 
shrine commenced on June 30 
on the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Nunwan-Pahalgam 
route in Anantnag and the 14-
km shorter Baltal route in Gan-
derbal. It is scheduled to end 
on August 11 on the occasion of 
“Shravan Purnima” coinciding 
with “Raksha Bandhan”.

“No fresh batch of Amarnath 
pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar 

base camp here for the valley on 
Saturday,” a police official said.

Sources said the number 
of devotees intending to un-
dertake the yatra witnessed 
a substantial decline over the 
last week due to the premature 

melting of the naturally formed 
ice-shivling at the cave shrine.

“Over three lakh devotees 
from across the country have 
had Baba’s darshan. Because of 
the rising temperatures, Baba 
does not have that form and the 
nature is also not supporting it.

“There has been heavy rain-
fall in many areas. I would like 

to request the devotees across 
the country, who are yet to have 
darshan, to come before August 
5 as more rains are predicted af-
ter that,” the LG had said.

Fifteen Amarnath pilgrims 
were killed and 55 injured in 

flash floods due to heavy rains 
near the cave shrine on July 8.

Meanwhile, a fresh batch 
of 360 pilgrims, including 145 
women and 19 children, left 
the Bhagwati Nagar base camp 
in a fleet of 12 vehicles for the 
Buddha Amarnath shrine in 
Poonch district on Saturday, 
the officials said.(Agencies)  

No fresh batch of pilgrims leaves 
for Amarnath shrine from Jammu

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Not a single medical 
college among five sanctioned 
by the government in the last 
six years has been completed 
in Jammu and Kashmir so far.

One Government Medical 
College each for Kathua, Ra-
jouri, Doda, Anantnag and 
Baramulla was sanctioned 
some years ago with a budget 
of Rs 189 crore for raising the 
infrastructure of each college.

Of the Rs 189 crore, an 
amount of Rs 139 crore was 
assigned for civil works and 
Rs 50 crore for machinery and 
equipment.

As per documents available, 
work of GMC Anantnag proj-
ect is executed by JKPCC with 
physical progress of 86 percent 
and time has overrun by 27 
months and similarly in GMC 
Baramulla physical progress 
is around 81 percent and time 
overrun is 27 months and the 
revised date for completion of 
both projects is 15 August 2022.

For GMC Doda physical 
progress is 90 percent, 93 per-
cent in GMC Kathua, and 
95 percent in GMC Rajouri 
while time has over-run by 
16 months, 14 months and 26 
months and August this year 
is the revised time P-02

With deadline looming, 
infrastructure of 5 Medical Colleges 
nowhere near completion in J&K

Agencies

Taipei: In manoeuvres around 
Taiwan on Saturday, the 
Chinese People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) is performing 
"what it believed to be a simu-
lation of an attack on Taiwan's 
main island", according to the 
Defence Ministry in Taipei.

The Ministry said that nu-
merous military aircraft and 
warships were operating near 
Taiwan and some of them had 
crossed the unofficial centre 
line in the 130-km-wide Tai-
wan Strait, which separates 
the mainland and the island 
and is mostly respected by 

both sides, reports dpa news 
agency.

In response, Taiwan's mili-
tary had sent aircraft, radioed 
warnings and mobilised mis-
sile defence systems to track 
the Chinese military aircraft.

The Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil, Taiwan's government 
agency on policy dealings 
with Beijing, strongly protest-
ed China's simulation, asking 
to immediately stop the irre-
sponsible provocation. P-02

China performing simulation 
of attack on Taiwan: Defence Ministry

Army Chief Visits 
Forward Areas 
Along LoC In J&K

IANS 

Jammu: Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande on Satur-
day visited the forward areas in 
Jammu division and interacted 
with the deployed forces to 
review their preparedness.

Defence spokesman Lt Colo-
nel Devender Anand said that 
the chief of army staff (COAS) 
visited forward areas in Ra-
jouri and Poonch districts.

Northern command said in 
a twitter statement: "General 
Manoj Pande, #COAS visited 
the forward areas of Poonch & 
Rajouri Sectors and reviewed 
the operational preparedness 
along Line of Control. P-02

Shia mourners take part in the 7th Muharram procession, at Kathi Darwaza in Srinagar on Saturday. GMK Photo: Mufeed Hilal

....Covid Surge 

J&K Clocks 
796 New 
Corona cases

Danish Monga

Srinagar: Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir on Saturday reported 
796 fresh COVID-19 cases that 
took its infection tally to 
4,69,041, officials here said.

Officials said the cases 
included 660 from Kashmir 

division and 136 from Jammu 
division, while the death toll 
remained unchanged at 4,776, 
they said. Since the pandemic 
started, 468,245 people have 
been infected with coronavirus 
out of which 458,336 people have 
recovered. According to the 
government-issued handout on 
novel Coronavirus (Covid-19), 
out of 469041positive cases, 
5261are Active P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: From Kathua to 
Kupwara, people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, particularly 
children are organising rallies, 
waving Tiranga and are enthu-
siastically waiting to join ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

The campaign is being cel-
ebrated under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to 
encourage people to bring the 
Tiranga home and hoist it to 
mark the 75th year of India’s 
independence from 13th to 
15th August. The idea behind 
the initiative is to invoke the 
feeling of patriotism in the 
hearts of the people and to 
promote awareness about the 
Indian National Flag.

 Our relationship with the 
flag has always been more 
formal and institutional than 
personal. Bringing the flag 
home collectively as a nation 
in the 75th year of indepen-
dence thus becomes symbolic 
of not only an act of personal 
connection to the Tiranga but 
also an embodiment of our 
commitment to nation-build-
ing.

To mark this momentous 
occasion, the J&K Adminis-
tration is encouraging citi-
zens to hoist the flag in their 
homes from 13th to 15th Au-
gust 2022 besides the citizens 
can also ‘Pin a Flag’ virtually 

at https://harghartiranga.
com, along with posting a 
‘Selfie with Flag’ on the site.

Recently, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi called upon 
all citizens to turn the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign into a 
mass movement by hoisting or 
displaying the national flag at 
their homes and using the tric-

olour as display picture of their 
social media accounts, to com-
memorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of India’s independence day.

The J&K Government has 
also launched National Anthem 
Singing Competition 2022 for 

which anyone above the age 
of 13 can register upto 7th Au-
gust 2022 on the portal https://
tinyurl.com/NatAnthemdiprjk .

Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha recently chaired 
a meeting of senior officials to 
review the preparations for 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
in J&K UT. P-02

From Kathua to Kupwara, people of J&K 
enthusiastic for ‘Har Ghar Tiranga'

Vijay Kumar to 
continue as IGP 
Kashmir, post 
declared equivalent 
to ADGP

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Government on Satur-
day ordered that Vijay Kumar 
who was recently promoted as 
ADGP shall continue to dis-
charge duties as Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Kashmir Zone.

However, the post has been 
declared equivalent to ADGP 
till held by him.

” In the interest of adminis-
tration, it is hereby ordered 
that Vijay Kumar, IPS 1997, 
IGP Kashmir, upon his pro-
motion to the grade of Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police (ADGP), shall continue 
in the present position, with 
the post declared equivalent in 
the rank and status to that of 
ADGP, till held by the officer, 
reads the order.

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Weatherman on 
Saturday predicted scattered 
light to moderate rains and 
thunderstorm in Jammu and 
Kashmir in next 24 hours.

A meteorological depart-
ment official also predicted 
similar weather for the subse-
quent two days.

Regarding minimum tem-
perature, he said, there was a 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places in Kashmir and Jammu 
division.

Srinagar, he said, recorded 
a low of 19.7°C against 20.0°C 
on the previous night. The 
temperature was 0.7°C above 
normal during this time of the 
year for the summer capital.

Qazigund recorded a low of 
18.2°C against 18.3°C on the 
previous night. The tempera-
ture was 1.4°C above normal 
there, he said.

In Pahalgam, the mercury 

settled at 14.8°C same as on the 
previous night and it was 1.4°C 
above normal for the south 
Kashmir resort.

Kokernag recorded a low of 
18.1°C against 17.1°C on the previ-
ous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the place, he said.

World famous Gulmarg re-
sort recorded a low of 11.2°C 
against 12.0°C on the previous 
night. However it was 1.1°C 
‘below’ normal for the north 
Kashmir place. P-02

MeT predicts light 
to moderate rain in J&K

Growth history of J&K since 2019 is an example of 
remarkable economic progress & inclusive development. 
Our focus is high growth rate, infra, industrialization, 
transforming cities & villages to improve the lives of the 
people. Well-being of all is our prime objective today.

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Soldier Dies Of 
Bullet Injury Near 
LoC In Poonch
JAMMU: An Army 
personnel died of  a 
bullet injury from his 
own service rifle near 
the Line of  Control (LoC) 
in Jammu and Kashmir's 
Poonch district, a police 
official said on Wednesday, 
October 11, 2023.

Sepoy Amritpal Singh 
was deployed to a forward 
post in the Mankote Sector. 
His colleagues found him in 
a pool of  blood after hear-
ing a gunshot around 5 am, 
the official said.

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that Singh 
died of  a bullet from his 
own service rifle, he said.

The official added P-02

LeT Terrorist 
Associate Arrested 
In B'la

SRINAGAR: Police along 
with security forces arrest-
ed a terrorist associate 
linked with the proscribed 
terrorist outfit LeT/ TRF 
and recovered incriminat-
ing materials, arms, and 
ammunition from his pos-
session in North P-02

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

MoEFCC Tells UT 
Govt To Come Up 
With Zonal Master 

Plans 
SRINAGAR: Ministry 
of  Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) has asked the 

Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment to come up with a 
Zonal Master Plan for eco-
sensitive zones within two 
years.

As per a fresh notifica-
tion from the MoEFCC, the 
UT government has been 
directed to form a Zonal 
master Plan in consonance 
with the relevant Central 
and Union Territory laws 
for the conservation P-02

Terrorist Hideout 
Busted In Bhaderwah

SRINAGAR: Jammu 
and Kashmir Police on 
Wednesday said to have 
busted a terrorist hideout 
in upper reaches of  Bhad-
erwah in Doda district.

In a statement issued 
by Doda Police, police said 
that acting on a specific 
information about a ter-
rorists hideout, P-02

New Kashmir Heading Towards 
Peace, Prosperity: Prez Murmu

ABID BASHIR

SRINAGAR: The president 
of  India Droupadi Murmu 
Wednesday said that “new 
Kashmir has taken a 
new turn” and is heading 
towards peace, prosperity 
and development.

Addressing the Civic 
Reception hosted in her 
honour at Rajbhawan Sri-
nagar, President Murmu 
said that she was touched 
by the warm welcome given 
to her in Kashmir. “This is 
my first visit to Kashmir as 
the president of  India. The 
memories of  warm welcome 
given to me will go with me 
and stay with me forever,” 
she said.

She said on her arrival, 
she paid tributes to the 
fallen soldiers and reiterat-
ed that the soldiers deserve 
all tributes and the “veer 
naris” a great round of  
applause.

“I can feel that the new 
Kashmir has got a new 
direction. The new Kashmir 
has taken a new turn and 
is heading towards peace, 
prosperity and develop-
ment,” President Murmu 
said .

She said that there has 

been great infrastructure 
development, e-governance, 
women empowerment and 
inclusive growth. “I con-
gratulate LG Manoj Sinha 
for this achievement,” presi-
dent Murmu said.

“I was told that this year 
1.70 lakh tourists visited 

J&K which is a record. This 
year, a successful G-20 meet-
ing was held in Kashmir in 
which international digni-
taries participated. They 
went back to their respec-
tive countries with a good 
message and I believe the 
successful G-20 meeting 

will help to further improve 
tourism here,” President 
Murmu said.

She said that earlier in 
the day, she addressed the 
Kashmir University’s 20th 
convocation where she saw 
great enthusiasm among 
the young women and P-02

'Sustainable 
Development Is Part 
Of Kashmir’s Heritage'

P
resident Droupadi 
Murmu on Wednesday 
said finding ancient, 
organically grown 

knowledge is the duty of the 
academia in the country.

In her address at the 20th 
convocation of  the Kashmir 
University, the President 
noted that the new P-02

Prez To Pay Obeisance 
At Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Today

YOGESH

P
resident Droupadi 
Murmu, who is on 
a two-day median 
visit to Jammu and 

Kashmir, will pay obeisance 
at Vaishno Devi shrine at 
Katra-Reasi today (Thurs-
day) and inaugurate a newly 
constructed skywalk P-02

Grateful To Prez For Gracing 

KU’s Convocation Ceremony: LG
UNI

SRINAGAR:  Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha Wednesday 
said that he is the Hon’ble Presi-
dent Smt. Droupadi Murmu Ji 
for gracing University of  Kash-
mir’s Convocation Ceremony 
with her august presence.

Sinha made these while 
addressing 20th Convocation 
of  Kashmir University here at 
Srinagar.

Addressing the 20th convoca-
tion of  the University of  Kash-
mir here, the Lt Governor said 
“learning fosters critical & ana-
lytical thinking in professional 

careers, enabling steady contri-
butions to ongoing social trans-
formation in our fast-growing 

economy”.
He said learning should be 

lifelong and in the P-02

Votaries Of Art-370 Were Its 
Biggest Abusers: Dr Jitendra

GMK NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister Dr Jitendra Singh has 
said, votaries of  Article 370 
in Jammu & Kashmir were 
its biggest abusers.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, by 
using the alibi of  Article 370 
and 35A, both Congress and 
National Conference had for 
decades together denied the 
common man the benefit of  
Central Laws like property 

rights for women, voting 
rights to refugees from Paki-
stan, the Dowry Prohibition 
Act 1961, Prohibition of  Child 
Marriage Act 2006 in order 
to appease certain sections 
of  society for vote bank. The 
same votaries however never 
felt shy of  extending the term 
of  State Assembly to 6 years 
and refusing to revert back 
even after the constitution 
amendment was brought in 
by the Morarji govt , P-02 

Famous KP 
Actress Visits 
Her Sgr Home 
After 3 Decades

REHAN QAYOOM MIR

SRINAGAR: With tears in 
her eyes, a famous Kashmiri 
Pandit actress, Sandeepa Dhar, 
broke down on Wednesday after 
returning to her home in Kash-
mir after 30 years.

She says she had to leave her 
home overnight, taking with 
her only memories.

Sandeepa Dhar is an Indian 
actress born in Srinagar, 
Jammu and Kashmir, into a 
Kashmiri Pandit family. She 
has appeared in Hindi films and 
web series. She made her acting 
debut in 2010 with 'Isi Life Mein.' 
For her performance in the 
film, she was nominated for 
the Filmfare Award for Best 
Female Debut, the Star Screen 
Award for Most Promising 
Newcomer, and the P-02

'54 PC OF CALLS FROM FEMALES'

Tele-MANAS Mental Helpline In 
J&K Receives Average 80 Calls Daily

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: The UT-
level Tele Mental Health 
Assistance and Network-
ing Across States (Tele-
MANAS) cell, at the Insti-
tute of  Mental Health and 
Neurosciences (IMHANS) 
Srinagar, is receiving an 
average of  80 calls daily, 
with approximately 12 per-
cent of  those calls coming 
from individuals with self-
harming thoughts.

Launched on November 
4, 2022, this mental health 
helpline operates on a 
three-tier system, staffed 
with mental health coun-
sellors, clinical psycholo-
gists, and psychiatrists 
ready to assist callers.

Since its inception, the 
Tele-Manas has handled 
about 27,000 calls, address-
ing concerns related to 
stress, drug addiction, 
suicidal tendencies, and 
anxiety.

Dr Qazi Haroon, the 
State Program Man-

ager for Mental Health 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
informed that a total of  
26,743 calls have been 
registered to date, with 
a slight predominance 
of  female callers (53.97% 
female, 45.87% male, and 
0.16% other). He said that 
approximately 87.36% of  
calls were routine inqui-
ries, while 12.09% involved 
crisis interventions for 
individuals with self-
harming ideas.

“On average, the 
helpline receives 80 calls 
daily, with the highest 
daily call volume reaching 
214 calls. The average call 
duration is approximately 
12 minutes,” he said.

Dr Haroon also cited the 
major reasons for contact-
ing the helpline, which 
included anxiety (2,854 
calls), mood-related issues 
(2,790 calls), palpitations 
(2,428 calls), reduced inter-
est (1,931 calls), P-02

EASTERN LADAKH ROW

India, China Hold 20Th 

Round Of Military Talks
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: India 
and China held 
two days of  
military talks 
in an "open 
and construc-
tive manner" 
for an early and 
mutually accept-
able resolution of  the 
remaining issues along the 
Line of  Actual Control in 
eastern Ladakh and agreed 
to maintain peace on the 
ground.

A statement issued on 
Wednesday by the Ministry 
of  External Affairs (MEA) 

on the 20th round of  mili-
tary talks on October 

9 and 10 provided 
no indication 
of  a break-
through to 
end the linger-
ing standoff  in 

the remaining 
friction points.

It is learnt that 
in the talks, the Indian side 
strongly pressed for resolu-
tion of  the lingering issues at 
Depsang and Demchok.

The MEA said the two 
sides agreed to maintain the 
momentum of  dialogue and 
negotiations through the rel-
evant military and P-02
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New Kashmir
girls. “These women are the nation builders of  

tomorrow,” she said.
The president Murmu said that she also met 

Tribal groups and women from Self  Help Groups. 
“I was glad to see the success stories of  women,” 
she said.

She said J&K has a great history of  art, culture 
and education. “I am hopeful that the people of  
J&K will continue to live with peace and take along 
the beautiful fragrance of  Kesar (saffron) and be 
the part of  self-reliant Bharat of  2047,” the presi-
dent Murmu said. Pertinently, President Murmu 
arrived in Srinagar amid tight security cover early 
this morning. She addressed the Kashmir Univer-
sity’s 20th convocation and distributed the gold 
medals and citations among 21 toppers 17 of  whom 
were women—(KNO)

'Sustainable
education policy focuses on the Indian system 

of  knowledge.
Speaking on the occasion, the President said 

that the country is proud of  the responsible youth 
of  Kashmir. She urged students of  University of  
Kashmir to actively participate in social service 
along with their studies. She said that by doing 
this, they could bring social change and set an 
example. She was happy to note that alumni have 
brought glory to this university by serving the 
country.

Referring to the motto of  the University of  Kash-
mir which means ‘let us move from darkness to 
light’, the President said that the more our youth 
move towards the light of  education and towards 
the light of  peace, the more our country will prog-
ress. She added that the society and country whose 
youth follow the path of  development and disci-
pline, move forward on the path of  progress and 
prosperity.

The President was happy to note that 55 percent 
of  students at Kashmir University are girls. She 
said that they present the picture of  our country 
and its destiny. The women and girls are ready to 
play a bigger role in the leadership of  the country. 
She expressed confidence that the 'Nari Shakti 
Vandan Act' 2023 would prove to be a revolution-
ary step towards women-led development in our 
country.

Speaking about sustainable development, the 
President said that the lessons of  sustainable 
development are part of  Kashmir's heritage. She 
cited a saying which means ‘there will be food only 
as long as there are forests’ and said that it is the 
responsibility of  all of  us to preserve this paradise 
on earth. She urged Kashmir University to be alert 
in preserving the Himalayan ecosystem. She was 
happy to note that work related to glaciology, bio-
diversity conservation and the Himalayan Ice-Core 
Laboratory is at different stages.

She expressed confidence that the university 
would work at a fast pace in all such areas. The 
President said that in the National Education 
Policy emphasis has been laid on Indian Knowl-
edge Systems. If  our youth are given good infor-
mation about Indian Knowledge Systems, they 
will get many inspiring examples. The work done 
by an expert, Suyya, about 1200 years ago, to save 
the city of  Srinagar from the flood of  Jhelum can 
be termed as hydraulic engineering. She said that 
our country has priceless treasures in every field 
of  knowledge and science. It is the responsibility 
of  the academic world to find ways to re-use such 
organically grown knowledge systems in today's 
circumstances.

Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha 
expressed gratitude to the Hon’ble President Smt. 
Droupadi Murmu ji for gracing the Convocation 
Ceremony of  the University of  Kashmir with her 
august presence.

In his address, the Lt Governor extended his 
felicitations to the graduating students and wished 
them success in their future endeavours.

“Convocation is a very important day in the aca-
demic calendar as well as in student's life. It is a 
stepping stone on the path of  progress, both aca-
demic and professional with infinite opportunities 
to contribute to build a strong and 'Viksit Bharat',” 
the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor congratulated the girl-
students.“It is heartening to know that out of  total 
students conferred with gold medals today, more 
than 66% are our daughters. Accomplishment of  
our daughters, their self-confidence, courage and 
the ability to create new records in education and 
various other fields is a matter of  great pride for 
the entire Union Territory. It is a reflection of  a 
brighter future for the nation and a step towards 
women-led development,” he said.

The Lt Governor encouraged the youth to look 
for new opportunities, take up new challenges and 
contribute to nation building.

"Learning should be lifelong. It will help in criti-
cal and analytical thinking in professional careers 
and enable the youth to steadily contribute to the 
ongoing social transformation of  our fastest grow-
ing economy. In the coming decades, knowledge 
will be the main driver of  economic growth," the 
Lt Governor said.

He impressed upon the higher educational insti-
tutions to strive to create a strong ecosystem for 
advanced research, innovation, new invention 
and suitably respond to the needs of  society and 
industries.

We need to have a robust mechanism to serve the 
local communities and bring change in the life of  
the last man in the queue, he said.

The Lt Governor commended the University 
of  Kashmir for living up to its motto of  "Tamso 
Ma Jyotirgamaya" - From Darkness to Light, and 
making significant contribution to nation’s knowl-
edge economy, he said.

Prof. Nilofer Khan, Vice Chancellor Kashmir 
University presented the University report and 
highlighted the achievements of  the University in 
diverse fields.

Justice Shri N. Kotiswar Singh, Chief  Jus-
tice, High Court of  Jammu Kashmir and 
Ladakh; Sh Junaid Azim Mattu, Mayor, 
SMC; Sh Aftab Malik, Chairman, DDC Sri-
nagar; Vice Chancellors of  various Univer-
sities; Heads of  educational institutions; 
senior officers; faculty members and stu-
dents attended the Convocation ceremony.

Prez To Pay 
and 1500 lockers built in Parvati Bhawan.
Officials said that on her second day of  J&K 

sojourn, the president accompanied by Lt Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha will visit Vaishno Devi shrine, 
situated at Trikuta Hills, in Reasi district to offer 
prayers besides inauguration first of  its kind sky-

walk.
The skywalk, costing Rs 15 crore, serves as a 

security measure to segregate devotees traveling 
to and from the shrine.

The Vaishno Devi shrine will have a skywalk 
near the bhawan (temple) area that would provide 
separate paths for incoming and outgoing pilgrims. 
It will be 20-feet above the track level. While the 
present route will be used to exit from the temple, 
the skywalk, an elevated route, will provide entry 
towards the temple area or vice-versa. The length 
of  the skywalk will be nearly 300 metres and its 
width will be 2.5 metres.

Conceptualised with an emphasis on safety and 
facility, the skywalk will have seating arrange-
ments for senior citizens and women. In addition, 
two waiting halls with washroom facilities are 
being constructed along the skywalk to ensure 
seating arrangement for around 150 devotees.

Officials said the  facility, 20 feet above the track 
level, would help overcome the problem of  multi-
directional flow of  yatra and a chaotic condition 
between Manokamna Bhawan and gate number 3, 
the scene of  stampede on New Year’s Day this year, 
in which 12 people lost their lives and 16 others 
were injured.

It was the first such tragedy at the shrine, where 
pilgrims had reached after a 13-km trek from the 
base camp of  Katra, following which Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha, who is also the chairper-
son of  the SMVDSB, had announced several deci-
sions to ensure the safety of  the devotees, includ-
ing a provision for 100% online registration.

The skywalk, situated on the narrow path within 
the Mata Vaishno Devi temple complex, aims to 
alleviate congestion and enhance the safety of  
Mata’s devotees.

Spanning 300 meters, the skywalk provides 
a dedicated path for pilgrims, separating those 
ascending to the shrine from those descending. 
Additionally, the skywalk features nine paths, 
each adorned with depictions of  the nine forms 
of  Goddess.

Anshul Garg, Chief  executive Officer of  Mata 
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, explains that apart 
from crowd control, the skywalk also guarantees 
comfort for devotees visiting the shrine.

The facility is expected to reduce congestion 
within the complex, ensuring smoother movement 
for worshippers.

Complementing the skywalk, the board has also 
provided 1500 lockers for pilgrims’ convenience.

Pilgrims can store their belongings in these 
lockers without having to wait in long queues. To 
access this facility, pilgrims should proceed to the 
Parvati Bhawan within the temple complex and 
hand over their luggage to Shrine Board employ-
ees. A wristband will be provided in exchange, 
securing their belongings during their darshan. 
After completing the visit, devotees can return 
the wristband to the Mata Vaishno Devi Board 
employees to retrieve their belongings.

President Murmu’s visit coincides with the 
Shardiya Navratri festival which commences from 
October 15 and continues till October 24.

The new facilities add significance for the pil-
grims, as it will facilitate the safe passage of  the 
large number of  devotees expected during this 
period.

The skywalk and lockers are significant 
improvements that enhance the overall pilgrimage 
experience and ensure the comfort and security of  
pilgrims—(KNO)

Soldier Dies Of
it is a matter of  investigation whether the sol-

dier died due to an accidental discharge from his 
weapon or committed suicide.(Agencies

LeT Terrorist
Kashmir’s Baramulla.
In a statement, a police spokesperson said that 

based on a specific input of  terrorist movement 
in the Ushkara area, a joint Naka was established 
at Ushkara by Baramulla Police, Army 46 RR, MI, 
and 53 Bn CRPF.

“During naka checking suspicious move-
ment of  one person coming towards naka point 
by foot was observed. While seeing police party 
and security forces, the suspect person tried 
to flee from the spot but the alert naka party 
apprehended him tactfully. During prelimi-
nary questioning, he was identified as Mudasir 
Ahmad Bhat son of  Abdul Hamid Bhat resident 
of  Ushkara Baramulla,” police said.

“During his search 2 hand grenades & cash 
amounting to Rs. 40K was recovered from his pos-
session,” reads the statement.

In this regard, a case under sections UA (P) & 
Arms Act has been registered in PS Baramulla and 
an investigation has been taken up.

MoEFCC Tells UT
of  wild habitat in Jammu and Kashmir.
“The Union Territory Government shall, for the 

purposes of  the Eco-sensitive Zone prepare a Zonal 
Master Plan within a period of  two years from the 
date of  publication of  this notification in the Offi-
cial Gazette, in consultation with local people and 
adhering to the stipulations given in this notifica-
tion for approval of  the competent authority in the 
Union Territory,” it said.

The MoEFCC has named 12 department for inte-
grating ecological and environmental consider-
ations into the Zonal Master Plan

These departments as per the notification 
include environment, forests, agriculture, revenue, 
urban development, tourism, rural development, 
irrigation & flood control, pollution control board, 
municipality, panchayati Raj and public works 
department.

It said the Zonal Master Plan shall not impose 
any restriction on the approved existing land use, 
infrastructure and activities.

“The Zonal Master Plan shall factor in improve-
ment of  all infrastructure and activities to be more 
efficient and eco-friendly,” the notification said.

It said the Zonal Master Plan should focus 
on restoration of  denuded areas, conserva-
tion of  existing water bodies, management 
of  catchment areas, watershed management, 
groundwater management, soil and moisture 
conservation, needs of  local community and 
“such other aspects of  the ecology and envi-
ronment that need attention.”

In the notification, the MoEFCC told the UT 
administration that The Zonal Master Plan shall 
demarcate all the existing worshipping places, vil-
lages and urban settlements.

“It shall also demarcate types and kinds of  for-
ests, agricultural areas, fertile lands, green areas, 
such as, parks and like places, horticultural areas, 

orchards, lakes and other water bodies with sup-
porting maps giving details of  existing and pro-
posed land use features.”

It said the Zonal Master Plan shall regulate 
development in Eco-sensitive Zone and “also 
ensure and promote eco-friendly development for 
security of  local communities’ livelihood.” “The 
Zonal Master Plan shall be co-terminus with the 
Regional Development Plan,” it said.

Meanwhile, an official from the wildlife depart-
ment said they have prepared the draft proposal 
for the formation of  the Zonal Master Plan.

“For many animal, bird, and plant species, the 
Zonal Master Plan is a long-term conservation 
strategy. Many of  the animals, birds, and plant 
species found in our UT have been classified as 
endangered. Therefore, numerous steps will be 
done through this Zonal Master Plan to conserve 
them while also growing their population in the 
aforementioned zones, he said—(KNO)

Terrorist Hideout
a joint search operation was launched by Doda 

Police and Army (04 RR) and the searching party 
busted a hideout in upper reaches (forest area) of  
Seoz Dhar Bhaderwah.

“The searching party recovered three Chinese 
Pistols, nine Pistol Magazines and 79 rounds of  
Pistol from the hideout,” police said.

In this connection, police said that a case under 
FIR number 123/2023 under relevant sections has 
been registered in Police Station Bhaderwah and 
investigation of  the case has been started.

Notably, Doda Police in close coordination with 
Army/CAPF is carrying out joint search opera-
tions/area domination/surveillance and close 
monitoring with special focus in upper reaches/
suspicious places so that anti-social/anti-national 
elements may not succeed in their attempts to 
disturb the peaceful atmosphere in the district—
(KNO)

India, China
diplomatic mechanisms.
The latest round of  the Corps Commander level 

talks was held at Chushul-Moldo border meet-
ing point on the Indian side of  the Line of  Actual 
Control (LAC).

"The two sides exchanged views in a frank, open 
and constructive manner for an early and mutu-
ally acceptable resolution of  the remaining issues 
along the LAC in the Western Sector, in accordance 
with the guidance provided by the national leader-
ship of  the two countries, and building on the prog-
ress made in the last round of  Corps Commanders' 
meeting held on August 13-14," the MEA said.

"They agreed to maintain the momentum of  
dialogue and negotiations through the relevant 
military and diplomatic mechanisms," it said in 
a statement.

"They also committed to maintain peace and 
tranquillity on the ground in the border areas in 
the interim," it added.

The government refers to eastern Ladakh as the 
Western Sector. It was the second such occasion 
when the talks panned two days.

In the 19th round of  talks too, both sides agreed 
to resolve the remaining issues along the LAC in 
eastern Ladakh in an expeditious manner.

The Indian and Chinese troops are locked in an 
over three-year confrontation in certain friction 
points in eastern Ladakh even as the two sides 
completed disengagement from several areas fol-
lowing extensive diplomatic and military talks.

The Indian delegation at the talks was headed by 
Lt Gen Rashim Bali, the Commander of  the Leh-
headquartered 14 Corps while the Chinese team 
was led by the commander of  the South Xinjiang 
military district.

India has been maintaining that its ties with 
China cannot be normal unless there is peace in 
the border areas.

The eastern Ladakh border standoff  erupted 
on May 5, 2020, following a violent clash in the 
Pangong lake area.

The ties between the two countries nosedived 
significantly following the fierce clash in the 
Galwan Valley in June 2020 that marked the most 
serious military conflict between the two sides in 
decades.

As a result of  a series of  military and diplomatic 
talks, the two sides completed the disengagement 
process in 2021 on the north and south banks of  the 
Pangong lake and in the Gogra area.(With inputs 
from agencies)

Grateful To Prez
coming decades, knowledge will be the main 

driver of  economic growth.
President Droupadi Murmu, who arrived here 

on a two-day visit to J&K, was the chief  guest at 
the Convocation presenting degrees and medals to 
the students and scholars.

“I am grateful to Murmu for gracing Univer-
sity of  Kashmir's Convocation Ceremony with her 
august presence”, Sinha said, adding “It was heart-
ening for me to know that out of  total students 
conferred with gold medals today, more than 66% 
are our daughters”.

Accomplishment of  our daughters, their self-
confidence, courage and the ability to create new 
records in education and various other fields is a 
matter of  great pride for the entire Union Terri-
tory, the Lt Governor said.

He said it is a reflection of  a brighter future for 
the nation and a step towards women-led develop-
ment.

Sinha said that higher educational institu-
tions must strive to create a strong ecosystem for 
advanced research, innovation, new invention & 
suitably respond to society & industries needs.

“We need to have a robust mechanism to serve 
local communities & bring change in the life of  the 
last man in queue”, he added.

The Lt Governor said convocation is a very 
important day in the academic calendar as well 
as in student's lives. It is a stepping stone on the 
path of  progress, both academic and professional 
with infinite opportunities to contribute to build 
a strong and 'Viksit Bharat'.

Votaries Of Art-
which they refused to extend to J&K citing Art 

370 because it ensured their continuance in power, 
he said.

Releasing the book “Jammu & Kashmir – a 
Wounded Paradise” by veteran journalist Padam-
shri Jawaharlal Koul, Dr Jitendra Singh described 
the book as a non-political narrative putting the 
record straight for posterity so as to dissuade 
biased accounts about the recent history of  J&K 

from creating confusion in the minds of  the new 
generation.

“Jammu & Kashmir suffered a long nightmare 
of  blunder, blackmail and deceit propagated by 
vested interests,… You hold the powers that be in 
Delhi to ransom, and the powers, at different times, 
were also ready to appease. And this appeasement 
went on and on till they arrived at a situation 
where you could not, (since) you were riding a 
tiger and you could not get off  it,” he said.

Dr Jitendra Singh, who is an elected MP from 
Udhampur constituency of  J&K Union Territo-
ry, said redemption came in the form of  Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi when he abrogated 
Article 370 in August 2019 and liberated the people 
of  Jammu and Kashmir and integrated the UTs 
of  Jammu-Kashmir and Ladakh into the national 
mainstream.

“This ensured equitable distribution of  resourc-
es and the change has brought about socio-eco-
nomic development in both the new UTs. Empow-
erment of  people, removal of  unjust Laws, bring-
ing in equity and fairness to those discriminated 
against since ages who are now getting their due 
along with comprehensive development. More 
than 800 central laws have become applicable to 
J&K after it got the Union Territory status, he said.

Dr Jitendra Singh said PM Modi will go down in 
history as the leader who showed courage of  con-
viction to correct a constitutional anomaly and an 
abrasion of  democracy by abrogating Article 370 
and 35 A and thus ensuring the mainstreaming of  
Jammu & Kashmir with the rest of  India.

Veteran author Jawaharlal Koul spoke about 
the book authored by him and quoted concluding 
remarks in the book , “birds will return home one 
day”,

Justice Pramod Kohli, Ram Bahadur Rai and 
Prof  Mamta Yadav also spoke on the occasion.

Famous KP
Stardust Award for Superstar of  Tomorrow.
In a video shared on her social media platform, 

the KP actress showed a glimpse of  her home in 
Srinagar while displaying her emotions and shed-
ding tears.

In the video, she was also seen plucking a fresh 
apple from a tree and eating it. The actress showed 
the house, yard, and apple trees.

“Thirty years ago, my family was forced to flee 
Srinagar overnight, so we packed whatever we 
could into just one suitcase and fled. Now, 30 years 
later, we have returned to what remains of  our 
home,” wrote the actress on her social media.

She further wrote, “The empty house stands, 
and all that remains are the memories we created 
almost three decades ago. This time, we don't have 
to run, hopefully never again!”—(KNO)

Tele-MANAS
stress (1,869 calls), sleep disturbances (1,601 

calls), and suicidal ideation/attempts (799 calls). 
Other calls related to drug addiction were also 
reported, he said.

Highlighting the significance of  these numbers, 
the doctor said there is a positive reception of  Tele 
MANAS by the public. He said the initiative aims 
to provide cost-effective and comprehensive ser-
vices to an underserved population in the region, 
thereby strengthening mental health—a histori-
cally overlooked area in Jammu and Kashmir.

It is important to mention that the Tele MANAS 
interface ensures caller safety and privacy through 
multiple measures. The system keeps the caller’s 
phone number confidential by converting it into a 
coded serial number. Calls are encrypted, and no 
call recording takes place. Counsellors reassure 
callers of  the confidentiality of  their information 
and conversations.

The National Tele Mental Health Programme 
of  India strives to establish a comprehensive, inte-
grated, and inclusive 24x7 tele-mental health facil-
ity in each State and UT in India. Its objective is to 
provide universal access to equitable, accessible, 
affordable, and quality mental health care through 
24x7 tele-mental health counselling services.

Jammu and Kashmir hosts one Tele Manas UT-
level Cell and one Mentoring Institute at IMHANS, 
Psychiatric Diseases Hospital, GMC Srinagar, 
offering round-the-clock services to the resi-
dents. This 6-seater, 3-tier facility was launched 
on November 4, 2022, by the Lieutenant Governor 
of  J&K Manoj Sinha.

In an effort to enhance accessibility to mental 
health services, NHM J&K introduced a ChatBot 
for Tele-MANAS, a first-of-its-kind initiative in the 
country. The TeleMANAS ChatBot was launched 
in J&K on July 5, 2023, by LG Sinha. The ChatBot 
aims to provide access to mental health support 
in local and regional languages, such as Urdu and 
Hindi.

The link for Chatbot is: https://
wa.me/919797600601?text=/telemanas and its 
WhatsApp number is 9797600601.

Dr Qazi said there have been 212 conversations 
with the ChatBot so far. He said users predomi-
nantly sought help for issues related to anxiety, 
depression, substance abuse, and relationship 
problems.

“The ChatBot provides pre-fabricated responses 
to common concerns, offers solutions and sugges-
tions (e.g., meditation, yoga, and breathing exer-
cises), and directs users to consult a psychiatrist 
for urgent issues related to suicidal thoughts,” he 
explained. “If  users find the ChatBot's pre-fabri-
cated responses insufficient, they have the option 
to chat with a counsellor or call the TeleMANAS 
Cell directly to speak with a counsellor, psycholo-
gist, or psychiatrist based on the severity of  their 
concerns.”

The J&K Health and Medical Education 
Department has initiated a widespread sen-
sitisation campaign, including Information, 
Education, and Communication (IEC) initia-
tives in various healthcare facilities, to raise 
awareness about Tele Manas and Tele Manas 
Chat Bot. This campaign extends to primary, 
secondary, and tertiary care hospitals, as well 
as Health and Wellness Centers (HWCs). It 
also involves training at the grassroots level, 
including Ashas and MLHPS/Supportive staff, 
as well as intersectoral coordination with other 
departments. Workshops in schools and col-
leges have contributed to the increased daily 
call volume, especially among young people.

Jammu and Kashmir was recognised for achiev-
ing the highest number of  calls in the Union Terri-
tories category in the National Tele Mental Health 
Programme. The award was received by the Secre-
tary, Health and Medical Education Department, 
Bhupinder Kumar, and his team during the Mental 
Health Conclave on Mental Health Day 2023 in New 
Delhi—(KNO)
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
SRINAGAR SMART CITY LTD

(A J&K Government Undertaking)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-N.I.T NO:- 27/SSCL OF 10/2023-24 DT:-  10/10/2023

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Tenders are invited through e-tendering mode from authorized Tour/Taxi 
Operators/Companies/Firms/Agencies for hiring of office vehicles for use of Srinagar Smart City Limited (SSCL).
The Employer, Srinagar Smart City Limited (SSCL), intends to hire 65 No. Air-conditioned vehicles of SUV type Innova Crysta, (Scorpio/Bolero), 
Sedan and Mini Bus (Tempo) having manufacturing year not earlier than 2017 on hire charge basis including consumables like fuel charges and 
other expenses of the drivers, GST, other taxes, insurances etc. for a period of 04 days.
The details are as under:

S. No. Name of Work Name of 
Organization

Cost of Tender 
Document

Earnest Money 
Deposit

Period Of 
Contract

1 2 3 4 5 6

1

Hiring of 65 No. Air-conditioned vehicles of SUV type Innova, Innova 
Crysta, (Scorpio/Bolero), Sedan and Mini Bus (Tempo) having 

manufacturing year not earlier than 2017 on hire charge basis including 
consumables like fuel charges and other expenses of the drivers, GST, 

other taxes, insurances etc.

Srinagar Smart  
City Ltd.
(SSCL)

Rs. 1000/- Rs. 20,000/- 04 Days

1. The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website: http://jktenders.gov.in from 10/10/2023 at   16:00 Hrs. onwards.
2. The Bids can be deposited in electronic format (uploaded) on the website: www.jktenders.gov.in from 10/10/2023 to 16/10/2023 up 

to 16:00 Hrs.
3. The bids received will be opened on 17/10/2023 at 14:00 Hrs. online, in the office of Chief Executive Officer, Srinagar Smart City 

Limited, Srinagar. In case this date happens to be a holiday, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time. Bids 
received after the final stipulated date and time of submission will not be entertained

4. The complete bidding process will be online only under two cover system. The Tender document consisting of qualifying information, eligibility 
criteria, specifications, terms and conditions and other details can be seen/downloaded from the website www.jktenders.gov.in.

5. To participate in online bidding process, bidders have to get “Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)” as per Information Technology Act-
2000. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. The bids cannot be uploaded without 
Digital Signature. No Proposal will be accepted in physical form.

6. The Bid must be accompanied with a non-refundable tender document cost of Rs. 1000/- (Rupees One Thousand) only. The Cost of 
tender document has to be paid in favour of Srinagar Smart City Limited with Bank Account details as under:

 Name of Bank:  ICICI Bank Ltd.
 Branch:   Karan Nagar, Srinagar. 
 Bank Account Number:  252705001239
 IFSC Code:   ICIC0002527
 MICR Code:  190229002
7. The original copy of Cost of Tender Document shall reach to the Office of Chief Executive Officer, Srinagar Smart City Limited at the 

address: 1st Floor, Budshah Building, Lal Chowk, Srinagar, 190001, J&K, before the last date of online opening of technical bids.
8. The Earnest Money Deposit (Bid Security) may be paid through CDR/FDR in favour of Chief Executive Officer Srinagar Smart City Limited 

with Bank Account details as stated.
9. The bids shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. To this effect, the bidders are required to submit the Bid Security Declaration Form 

as provided in the Tender Document at Annexure-1, along with their tender.
10. Before submission of online bids, bidders must ensure that scanned copy of all the necessary documents have been attached with bid. 

Details of Document required to be submitted is available along with downloadable tender document on www.jktenders.gov.in.
11. The bidding will be under two (02) cover system as detailed hereunder:
i) Cover 1 (Technical Cover): Self attested scanned copies of below mentioned documents have to be attached and uploaded by the 

bidder for Technical Qualifications:
a) Payment instrument against Cost of Tender Document.
b) Payment instrument against Earnest Money Deposit.
c) GST Registration Certificate
d) Permanent Account Number (PAN) Card
ii) Cover 2 (Financial Cover): In Cover 2, the Bidder has to quote the monthly hiring charges per vehicle as stipulated in the relevant 

Financial Proposal (BOQ) provided online on the website: www.jktenders.gov.in.
The bidders are instructed to read carefully the online BOQ. The rate is to be entered in the column with heading “BASIC RATE in figures to be 

entered by the Bidder”.
12. The quoted rate shall be inclusive of fuel charges and other expenses of the driver, GST, other taxes, insurances etc.
13. The contract will be awarded on least cost basis as accepted by the Employer (SSCL). In case two or more bidders have quoted the same 

rate, the contract will be awarded to the bidder having higher credentials and / or experience.
14. The bidders shall not be entitled to reimbursement of any cost, charge or expenses incurred by them, incidental or in connection with 

the preparation and/or submission of the tender.
15. The Employer (SSCL) will not be responsible for any delay in submission of bid due to any reason.
16. Right to revise or amend this Tender Notice and / or the Tender Document, fully or partially, prior to the last date notified for submission 

of offers or on any subsequent date is reserved by the Employer (SSCL).
17. The Employer (SSCL) reserves the right to accept/ reject any or all the Bids in whole without assigning any reason thereof.
18. Any information regarding the NIT or the Tender Document can be had from the office of undersigned during office hours.
19. The vehicles shall be deployed within the vicinity of Srinagar City.
No: SSCL/CEO/23-24/ 5486-89S d/-
Dt:   10/10/2023   General Manager (P&UD) 
 Srinagar Smart City Limited

DIPK-NB-3619-23
DT: 11/10/2023

Srinagar inches closer to TB 
Free status: DC Srinagar

All need to join hands to 
fight terrorism in J&K: Azad

Mohan Bhagwat arriving in 
J&K on 3-day tour from Oct 13

Eastern Himalayan Trade Fair 2023

JKTPO exhibits exquisite heritage, 

craftsmanship of J&K
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A meeting 
of  District TB Control 
Society was Wednesday 
held under the Chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner Srinagar (DC) 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad 
here at Conference Hall 
of  the DC Office Complex 
to review the progress and 
current status of  TB Elim-
ination Programme being 
implemented in Srinagar 
District.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner, who is also 
the Chairman TB Control 
Society District took a 
detailed review of  the TB 
elimination programme. 
He was given a detailed 
PowerPoint presentation 
regarding activities being 
undertaken in public and 
private sector engagement 
under National TB Elimi-
nation Programme during 
the year 2023 till date viz 
TB Notification, TB Score 
Index, achievement of  
Programme Indicators, 
Nikshay Poshan Yojana 
and Drug Sale Data etc.

The DC was apprised 
that the requisite param-
eters for claiming Sub-
National Certification 
(SNC-2023) survey has 
been achieved by District 

Srinagar by attaining TB 
score of  93% against the 
National Requirement of  
more than 80% and Dis-
trict Srinagar had shown 
more than 60% reduction 
in ATT Drug sale. This 
year the Presumptive TB 
Examination rate has been 
increased to 2912/Lakh 
population.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
directed the Officers to 
further improve the efforts 
to deal with gaps and work 
in close coordination to 
achieve the goal of  TB free 
Srinagar. He also empha-
sized on ensuring that all 
TB care services are effec-
tively delivered on ground 
to achieve TB Free Status 
for Srinagar by strictly 
adhering to the NTEP 
Guidelines.

While reviewing the 

operational plan and prog-
ress about implementation 
of  Ni-Kshay Mitra initia-
tive, the DC was informed 
that as many as 188 Ni-
Kshay Mitra and there are 
23 TB cases at District TB 
Centre, Srinagar that have 
been adopted by various 
donors.

 The said the Ni-Kshay 
Mitra initiative has been 
launched under Pradhan 
Mantri TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan launched with 
the view to combat chal-
lenges of  Tuberculosis 
through multi-sectoral 
response envisioned to 
bring together all commu-
nity stakeholders to pro-
vide additional patient sup-
port to improve treatment 
outcomes of  TB patient.

The DC asked the DTO, 
Srinagar to organize a 
Ni-Kshay Mitra Confer-

ence in Srinagar District 
to encourage them and 
ensure effective and effi-
cient implementation of  
the initiative for overall 
betterment of  the patients. 
He also stressed on con-
ducting awareness camps, 
increasing efforts in active 
case finding and to enhance 
TB testing capacity among 
TB suspects.

It's pertinent to mention 
here that District Srinagar 
has already received the 
Gold category ward during 
2022-SNC through the Min-
istry of  Health and Family 
Welfare, GOI.

During the meeting, 
it was given out that as 
many as 39708 Presumptive 
Examination for TB detec-
tion were conducted from 
January to September this 
year by District TB Society 
Srinagar. It was also given 
out that Srinagar is well on 
the path to become TB Free 
District shortly.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief  Medical Offi-
cer, Dr Jameel, District TB 
Officer, Dr Tehjeena, Dis-
trict Health Officer, Block 
Medical Officer, Hazrat-
bal, Zadibal, Zonal Medi-
cal Officers of  Batamaloo, 
S R Gunj, Khanyar, SPM 
Department GMC Srinagar 
and other concerned.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GUWAHATI: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Trade Promo-
tion Organization (JKTPO) 
participated in the presti-
gious Eastern Himalayan 
Trade Fair 2023 organized 
by India Trade Promotion 
Organization (ITPO) in 
association with Minis-
try of  MSME and Depart-
ment of  Industry & Com-
merce, Assam showcasing 
the exquisite and diverse 
Handicraft, Handloom, 
Agriculture, Horticulture, 
and other products from 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The event took place in 
Assam Engineering Insti-
tute Playground, Chan-
dmari, Guwahati which 
attracted buyers, visitors, 
traders and enthusiasts 
from across North-East 
Region and India.

The Eastern Himalayan 
Trade Fair is a flagship 
event aimed at celebrat-
ing and promoting the 
unique cultural heritage, 
craftsmanship, and tradi-
tional expertise that differ-
ent regions in India have 
to offer. With Jammu and 
Kashmir being a treasure 
trove of  ancient traditions 
and indigenous practices, 
the participation of  exhibi-
tors, artisans, farmers from 
J&K in this event played a 
crucial role in highlight-
ing the UT’s exceptional 
products.

The event witnessed 
an impressive display of  
a wide range of  products 
like hand knotted silk car-

pets, kani shawls, pashmi-
na shawls, sozni, saffron, 
readymade garment, saf-
fron tea, saffron, dry fruits, 
lavender oil, rosewater, 
and paper mache.

With national buyers in 
attendance, the fair facili-
tated fruitful business 
interactions and paved 
the way for expanding 
market opportunities. The 
platform resulted in gen-
eration of  more than 200 
business leads and on spot 
retail sales of  INR 5.00 lakh 
to J&K exhibitors.

Minister for Industry & 
Commerce, Assam, Bimal 
Borha, interacted with the 
exhibitors from Jammu & 
Kashmir and appreciated 
the unique products from 

the region.
The Department of  

Industry & Commerce, 
Assam further facilitated 
interaction of  exhibitors 
from Jammu & Kashmir 
with Farmer Producer 
Corporation (FPC), Small 
Tea Growers (STG) and 
Handicraft & Handloom 
retailers in Assam. The 
Access Development Ser-
vices in association with 
Assam Government Mar-
keting Corporation Ltd 
showcased interest in orga-
nizing an artist exchange 
program with JKTPO and 
Department of  Handicraft 
& Handloom, J&K.

JKTPO has continu-
ously provided an ideal 
platform to the exhibitors 

of  J&K to showcase their 
unique products in differ-
ent platforms domestically 
and internationally.

JKTPO was also award-
ed with “Certificate of  
Excellence in Display” 
by ITPO and Department 
of  I&C, Assam. The suc-
cessful participation and 
interest shown by Dept. of  
Industries & Commerce, 
Assam for collabora-
tion with Department of  
Industries & Commerce, 
J&K reflect the growing 
demand and appreciation 
for our region's distinct 
products, creating path-
ways for economic growth 
and promoting the rich cul-
tural heritage of  Jammu 
and Kashmir.AGENCIES

JAMMU: DPAP chairper-
son Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
Wednesday expressed con-
cern over terror incidents 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
during the last one and a 
half  years and called for a 
united fight.

"The security situation 
has improved during the 
last five years. But for the 
past one and a half  years, 
particularly in the Rajouri 
sector, incidents have 
taken place. The incident 
in Kokernag in Kashmir 
also took place. We are con-
cerned about it," he told 
reporters on the sidelines 
of  a meeting with several 
delegations here.

The Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party 
(DPAP) chairperson was 
replying to a question 
about the present security 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

It appears terrorism is 
again attempting to raise 
its head, Azad said and 
added that "we all, people 
of  J&K, the government 
and politicians should 
jointly fight it out". "It is 
not solely the responsibil-
ity of  the government, but 
all of  us," he said.

On the dharna by the 
main opposition parties 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
including the National 
Conference, the Congress 
and the PDP, on Tuesday 
for restoration of  demo-
cratic and constitutional 
rights in the Union Territo-
ry, Azad said, "The leaders 
who had given the call (for 
the demonstration) were 
themselves absconding."

"This shows their seri-
ousness," he said in an 
apparent reference to NC 
chief  Farooq Abdullah and 
PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti, who could not make 
it to the dharna on Tuesday.

Azad, who met several 
delegations, particularly 
of  the Gujjar-Bakarwal 
community, said the gov-
ernment should look into 
the issues of  this com-
munity and address their 
grievances. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) 
Chief  Mohan Bhagwat is 
arriving on a three-day 
tour to Jammu and Kash-
mir on October 13.

As per a statement 
issued to the press by the 
J&K RSS unit, Bhagwat’s 
tour is a part of  visits 
undertaken by senior 
national functionaries of  
the RSS to promote and 
review the activities of  
Sangh across the country.

Bhagwat, as per his itin-
erary, would hold delib-
erations with the J&K 
RSS functionaries on the 
scenario prevailing and 
different issues being con-
fronted by J&K on October 
13, the first day of  his tour.

On October 14, he would 

chair a meeting of  regional 
RSS functionaries to review 
the functioning of  Sangh 
and discuss different inno-
vative activities undertaken 
by various units of  Sangh 
and functionaries for social 
development.

October 15 is earmarked 
for a coordination meeting 
and Bhagwat will address a 
rally of  RSS functionaries 
of  Kathua district at the 
district stadium.

“During this event, RSS 
activists from Kathua, 
Samba, Basohli, and Billa-
war will participate. RSS is 
celebrating the centenary 
of  its foundation in 2025, 
the deliberations in the 
event will revolve around 
the measures to be taken to 
expand the RSS to achieve 
its avowed objectives,” the 
statement said.

MVD suspends 11 Route 

Permits, 22 Driving 

Licenses in Anantnag

KPDCL likely to come 
up winter curtailment 
schedule by Oct 14

OWAIS GULL

 SRINAGAR: Amid instal-
lation of smart meters cou-
pled with the complaints of  
pesky power cuts across the 
Valley, the Kashmir Power 
Distribution Corporation 
Limited (KPDCL) is likely 
to announce winter curtail-
ment schedule by October 14.

The decision to come up 
with a power curtailment 
schedule comes at a time 
when the erratic power 
supply has taken a heavy toll 
on the consumers including 
the domestic as well as the 
commercial, which include 
the industrialists as well. 
The move also comes close 
on the heels of  a massive 
smart meter installation 
drive across Srinagar and 
elsewhere.

Official sources while 
divulging the details  said 
that the power curtail-
ment schedule has not been 
announced yet, but will be 
there by Saturday.

“The department is pres-
ently in talks to procure addi-
tional electricity to meet the 
increasing power demand. 
A positive response in this 
regard is expected by Sat-

urday following which the 
curtailment schedule will 
be announced according to 
the power availability,” they 
said.

“The curtailment sched-
ule will be at par with the 
previous year’s plan. No 
extra curtailments are 
expected,” an official from 
KPDCL said.

However, the government 
had earlier stated that 400 
Megawatts of electricity has 
been procured from Uttar 
Pradesh and Central govern-
ments, which would put an 
end to the pesky power cuts.

By October 09, the govern-
ment had stated an extra 150 
MWs of  electricity will be 
procured; therefore a total of  
550 MWs will be made avail-
able for the consumers.

Nonetheless, the consum-
ers continued to witness fre-
quent power cuts, resulting 
in hardships to them.

The industrialists and 
traders have also com-
plained of  erratic power 
supply, stating that inad-
equate electricity supply 
has been giving them 
huge losses and demanded 
immediate measures in this 
regard—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: In order to 
curb the traffic violations, 
Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment (MVD) Anantnag on 
Wednesday suspended 11 
Route Permit and 22 Driv-
ing Licenses during a drive 
held here.

The action against the 
violators was taken during 
a special drive launched by 
MVD Anantnag against 
drivers found flouting traf-
fic rules.

A team from Motor 
Vehicles Department 
(MVD), headed by Motor 
Vehicle Inspector Moham-
mad Owais, today laid spe-
cial nakka at different loca-
tions to check violations of  
the various visible offenses 
under Motor Vehicles Act, 
2019 and Central Motor 
Vehicles Rules 1989.

During the checking, 
nearly 50 school buses 

, 110  Maxi cabs and 80 
Two Wheelers  were  were 
booked/ challaned for vari-
ous offences such as diver-
sion of  route permit, car-
rying students in private 
vehicles, carrying excess 
students in school buses, 
plying without fitness, 
without a permit, Dan-
gerous Driving, Without 
HSRP and without Speed 
Limiting Devices.

Various Mini Buses 
which were found plying 
against route permits and 
carrying students were 
also checked and their 
Route permits were rec-
ommended for suspension.

The main emphasis of  
the enforcement drive was 
to inculcate road safety 
measures among road 
users so as to reduce road 
accidents in the district 
and safety of  school-going 
children with the strict 
implementation of  laws.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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Asian Games Glory

The Indian contingent put up a glo-
rious performance at the recently 
concluded Asian Games. India’s stel-
lar performance at the elite sports 

event of Asia helped the country fetch 107 
medals including 28 Gold medals. This is 
truly remarkable. The support shown by the 
current government at centre has been the 
most impactful. The current government is 
working round the clock to spawn a baseline 
sports infrastructure at the school and vil-
lage level. You cannot train a javelin thrower 
in a year or do. India’s ace javelin thrower is 
a result of years and years of training. It is 
great to see India doing well in core athletic 
games as well. India did remarkably well 
in archery and boxing as well. The current 
hockey team looks like a force to reckon 
with in the next year’s Olympics. From what 
we are seeing and gauging, India should be 
all set to win a couple of dozen medals at 
the Olympics at least – let us hope a lot of 
them would be gold medals. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi personally congratulated 
the athletes – in a way it was deserving. 
For the union territory of Jammu & Kashmir 
we would say hard luck that we could not 
produce many medal-winning athletes for 
our country. But as we said, winning a medal 
takes years and years of infrastructure 
building, government support, travelling, 
commitment and unwavering discipline. The 
athletes of the union territory have done 
remarkably well in standalone sports. It is 
time we hone their skills properly, provide 
them with proper platforms, incentivize an 
unwavering commitment in them, and throw 
open windows of opportunities for them. 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has done 
remarkably well in revitalizing the sports 
infrastructure in Kashmir valley as well as 
the Jammu region, now this has to translate 
into massive participation by our athletes in 
international competitions and ultimately 
into winning medals for the country. There 
is plenty of scope in the valley for Cricket, 
Football, and Skiing. Time is ripe. It is time 
to further improve the standard and produce 
world-famed sportsmen and sportswom-
en. We once again congratulate the Indian 
contingent at the Asian Games concluded 
recently. All this would not have been pos-
sible without unwavering and unflagging 
support from the government.

Women Empowerment - 
Let Them Soar

ANEEQAH HIDAYAT

P
rophet Muhammad, Peace Be 
Upon Him (PBUH), once said, 
"The best of  you are those 
who are best to their women." 
Similarly, Hazrat Imam Ali 

(RA) wisely remarked, "Be respectful 
to women, for they are the mothers 
of  mankind." These words reflect the 
significance of  women empowerment 
as a sign of  social freedom. Women are 
the beautiful and glorious creations of  
Almighty Allah.

Defining their strength and voice 
fosters the identity of  an entire nation. 
Women's voices declare, "I know my 
worth, I embrace my power." Women 
empowerment means enabling them to 
make their own decisions for personal 
development. It entails elevating wom-
en's status through education, respect, 
awareness, and training.

Developing leadership, providing 
equal opportunities, eradicating vio-
lence, and offering education and train-
ing are the principles that empower 
women. They are not just women; they 
are mothers, daughters, and devoted 
wives. They nurture, and they are the 
building blocks of  a nation. Being moth-
ers, women play an essential role. As 
American journalist Gloria Steinem 
put it, "A feminist is anyone who recog-
nizes the equality and full humanity of  
women and men."

Women share responsibilities in soci-
ety. Their names define them, and their 
voices give them strength. Let's put a 
smile on their faces and encourage their 
growth and rise.

In Islam, figures like Hazrat Aisha 
(RA), the zealous wife of  our beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Hazrat 
Maryam (AS), the icon of  modesty, and 
Hazrat Khadijah (RA), a woman full 
of  honesty, have taught us invaluable 
lessons about the status of  women and 
leading a happy life.

Hazrat Fatima-al-Zahra, the daugh-
ter of  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 
taught the lessons of  modesty. During 

a time when people in Makkah buried 
their daughters alive, the birth of  
Hazrat Fatima Zahra (RA) firmly 
established the value of  women in 
Islamic society. Women empowerment 
symbolizes females. Women are obe-
dient wives and mothers. They have 
the perfect right to freedom and the 
liberty to choose their husbands. They 
are entitled to achieve the position of  
a mother. Give them respect, love, and 
empathy, for they are the ones who 
nurture you. They are the ones who 
exhibit strength through their sor-
rows. Never underestimate women, 
as they are the ones who shine with 
golden grace. They never let anyone 
cry. Women are the true architects of  
society; let them soar. They are the 
women of  today, women of  strength 
and love. Women empowerment is 

their vision, a vision of  confidence and 
communication. It is their ultimate 
story and right of  inspiration that 
defines their name as women.

Gender equality is a human right for 
both males and females. It is necessary 
for achieving comprehensive and sus-
tainable development.

Government Policies to Promote 
Women Empowerment

The government of  India has taken 
various steps to empower women in 
every field, encompassing social, cultur-
al, educational, and economic aspects, 
such as the "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao" 
scheme and the "Scheme for Adolescent 
Girls (SAG)" to ensure women's social 
security.

While the government provides 
training institutions for women, there 
is room for improvement to help women 

identify their potential. They are the 
pride of  the nation.

To empower women, the following 
laws should be upheld:

Dowry Prohibition Act
Prohibition of  Child Marriage Act
Medical Termination of  Pregnancy 

Act
Let's spread fragrance and empower 

women. Avoid gender-based violence. 
Provide women with peace and security, 
information, education, and communi-
cation because they stand beside you 
in your shadow. Supporting women's 
rights is the responsibility of  every indi-
vidual. Let them define their potential, 
spread positivity, and empower women.

The Writer is a student and a bud-
ding calligraphy artist. He can be 

reached at shahaneeqah@gmail.com

Developing Communication Skills
BY  SAHIL MANZOOR

Y
ou need an environ-
ment if  you want to 
develop your com-
munication skills. 
There are a number 

of  basic things through which 
we can develop our vocabulary.

It is simple: if  we want to 
become a public speaker, an 
effective motivator, an educa-
tor, or a counsellor, we need a 
gallery of  knowledge. Some-
times it works that we have 
little knowledge by titbits 
and can make things to some 
extent, but the thing is that to 
motivate a gathering or an indi-
vidual, we need extensive deep 
knowledge of  the subject on 
which we are making a speech.

Today, the competition level 
is quite high among the learn-
ers. Primary school-going 
students have good communi-
cation skills, which they have 
developed from their envi-
ronment, like friends, family, 
school teachers, etc. Teachers 
play an important role in devel-
oping a number of  languages 
among the learners at the 
school level. No doubt, mother 
language plays an immense 
role in inducing diversity of  
knowledge in a very simple 
and proper way. Complex con-
cepts can be taught in a very 
simple and effective way in the 
mother tongue. One thing that 
must be known to us is that in 
educational institutes there is a 
vast diversity of  culture; differ-
ent languages are being spoken 
by students. So, we are giving 
importance to certain languag-
es like Urdu and English that 
are commonly understood by 
an impressive average rate of  
students.

It takes students almost 6 
years to get admission to 1st 
grade, as per NEP-2020 (Nation-
al Education Policy). So, the 
teachers are supposed to admit 
into first class a student who is 
6 years old. During his or her 
primary schooling, students 
spend most of  the time play-
ing different games and learn-
ing things through play-based 
methods like learning A to Z, 
counting, and Urdu letters 
through rhymes. Rhymes are 
very important for the students 
in pre-primary and primary 

school, as rhymes develop 
their vocabulary and fluency. 
Repeating rhyming words or 
other study material always 
helps students to a certain 
extent. Even teachers 
should keep one day a 
week for basic things 
for the students at 
the secondary 
and higher sec-
ondary levels.

B a s i c 
things I 
m e a n 
here to 
t h r o w 
a t 
them 
d i f -
f e r -
e n t 

ques-
tions 
f r o m 
all the 
s u b -
jects, like 
E n g l i s h , 
Mathemat-
ics, Science, 
Urdu, Kash-
miri, etc. The 
test paper should 
be student-friendly, 
and conceptual things 
should be touchable. Stu-
dents who are clear on the 
basics are feeling good at their 
own level. When the basics are 
not clear, students are baffled 
and lack interest and confi-
dence as well. For learning, 
there is no age bar at any level; 
we can see what we are lacking 
and what we need to improve.

If  we see the trend today, 
most people are emphasis-
ing on communication skills 
and the English language. No 
doubt, communication skills 
are very necessary, and we have 
to improve with every passing 
day. At the same time, we have 
to keep in mind that there are 
people who are talented, have 

h o l d , 
and are 
real gems, but 
unfortunately, they lack hold 
on English and are weak in 
communication skills. So, for 
me, we have to give time to 
those who are real gems in 
our country and provide them 
with what they deserve. After 
that, they will accumulate the 
basics, like the English lan-
guage and good communica-
tion skills.

This is not fair that at the 
time of  the interview, inter-

viewers 
are considering 

communication skills, holding 
on to language, etc. The coun-
try needs dedicated, talented 
youth for the basic things 
they will develop later on with 
each passing day. Such things 
develop themselves; they need 
an environment where we get 
such company that they will 
teach you unintentionally.

How can we improve our 
communication skills, and we 
demand time from ourselves?

For every learner, book read-
ing is vital and can play a great 
role. Book reading develops our 

vocabulary and continu-
ously adds new words 

to our minds. Book 
reading builds our 

level of  confi-
dence and 

keeps us 
updated. 

So, it is 
up to 

yo u ; 
you 

have 
to pri-

oritise 
y o u r 

demands 
a c c o r d -

ingly. You 
can register at 

a public library, 
where you get books. 

If  we are financially 
sound, you can create a 

mini library at home. Selected 
books can be kept there. Read-
ing books improves your skills 
and enhances your knowl-
edge. Reading habits develop a 
number of  things for you, like 
the power of  understanding 
what a sentence explains. We 
should read a question or any 
other material a number of  
times for better understanding.

Author is from Raiyar 
Khansahib, Budgam. He 

can be mailed at sahilman-
zoor0401@gmail.com
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Breaking Access Barriers And 
Bringing Quality Healthcare

BOBBY RAMAKANT

U
nless the full cascade 
of  quality health-
care services reaches 
closer to the under-
served communities, 

how will we deliver on the prom-
ise of  #HealthForAll? One posi-
tive ray of  light comes from an 
underserved block of  Meghalaya, 
a northeastern state of  India.

State-of-the-art screening and 
diagnostic tools, medical nurses 
and doctors, medicines, counselling, 
government-run health insurance, 
and other support services were 
brought closer to the people when a 
free health camp was organised in 
Thadlaskein block in the West Jaintia 
Hills district of  Meghalaya.

“Thadlaskein block has poor 
access to health services for people 
living in hard-to-reach areas. This 
block also has the lowest vaccine or 
immunisation coverage, and a maxi-
mum number of  children aged 2-5 
years that have not been immunised 
with measles Rubella vaccine 1 or 
2. It is important to note that all the 
people who have been mobilised by 
the Block Development Office and 
self-help groups are able to get a wide 
range of  healthcare services at one 
place on the same day,” said Dr Helen 
J Uriah, Maternal and Child Health 
Officer, West Jaintia Hills District.

Several government agencies and 
other partners united to organise 
this camp, where same-day test and 
treat for a range of  health conditions 
became a reality for almost a thou-
sand people, along with health aware-
ness, counselling, and a continuum 
of  care.
Adapt and replicate this compre-

hensive health camp model

This is the first of  its kind health 
camp in Meghalaya where quick 
and state-of-the-art rapid molecular 
diagnosis became a reality in a field 
setting for various diseases using 
RT-PCR technology – as well as – link-
age to treatment and care was facili-
tated under the relevant government-
run programmes on the same day.

“It is for the first time in India 
that for a free comprehensive health 
camp, all the vertical healthcare pro-
grammes have converged together 
on a single point of  access. Vaccina-
tion for children and adults, medi-
cal consultation, routine screen-
ing and highly-specific diagnostic 
tests for multiple diseases, linkage 
to treatment and care, medicines, 
counselling, and a wide range of  
other healthcare facilities are being 
provided together – and closer to the 
underserved communities,” added 
Shiva Sriram, Vice President of  
Molbio Diagnostics (makers of  WHO 
recommended Truenat).

In addition to Truenat - a point-
of-care, decentralised and multi-dis-
ease molecular testing platform, this 
health camp brought more diagnos-
tic technologies closer to the people, 
such as, MobMon - a point-of-care, 
battery-operated and handheld ECG 
machine of  Kallows; an ultraport-
able, point-of-care and battery oper-
ated x-ray machine of  Prognosys; 
Thermolytix – a point-of-care breast 
cancer screening tool of  Niramai; 
among others.

People who came to this camp 
were triaged at the registration coun-
ter itself  by a team of  doctors and 
nurses, followed by a second round of  
triaging. Free medical consultation 
was provided by a range of  doctors of  
different specialities (such as, obstet-
rics and gynaecology, paediatrics, 
medicine, ENT, among others), along 
with screening and diagnostics for a 
range of  health conditions, such as, 
Tuberculosis (TB), Cervical cancer, 
Breast cancer, malaria and dengue, 
chikungunya, sexually transmitted 
diseases and HIV, influenza, other 

respiratory diseases, scrub typhus, 
among others.

To ensure continuum of  care, all 
those diagnosed for a range of  con-
ditions listed above were linked to 
respective government programmes 
under the National Health Mission 
(NHM), such as those for TB, HIV, 
and maternal and child health, 
among others. Medicines were pro-
vided on the site as well for some of  

the diseases listed above, along with 
counselling for nutrition, adolescent 
health, STDs, TB, HIV, malaria, can-
cers (breast and cervical), and other 
related issues.

Meghalaya government’s State 
AIDS Control Society had brought 
a special van to the camp, which is 
referred to as “Integrated Counsel-
ling and Testing Centre (ICTC) van”. 
This van is equipped with dual test-
ing kits for screening of  HIV and 
Syphilis, as well as provides informa-
tion about HIV prevention, counsels 
people to undergo testing, and links 
the positive people with treatment, 
care, and support system.

Multi-sectoral healthcare 
response at the grassroots

“It is for the first time that multiple 
sectors are coming together to orga-
nise a free comprehensive health-
care camp. Government agencies, 
research institutions, university, pri-
vate sector, non-governmental organ-
isations, and financial institutions, 
among others, have joined hands to 
make multi-stakeholder collabora-
tion a reality. This is extremely essen-

tial and should be adapted and rep-
licated across the country to reach 
as many people as possible, and take 
healthcare closer to the patients,” 
added Shiva Sriram.

This versatile health camp demon-
strates the importance of  grounds-up 
synergistic inter-agency collabora-
tion in bringing integrated health-
care closer to the most in-need com-
munities in Meghalaya. The partners 
included: the North Eastern Indira 
Gandhi Regional Institute of  Health 
and Medical Sciences (NEIGRI-
HMS), the Department of  Health and 
Family Welfare, the District Medi-
cal and Health Office, West Jaintia 
Hills district administration through 
the Thadlaskein Block Officer and 
Meghalaya State Rural Livelihoods 

Society -MSRLS, Community groups, 
International NGOs ( Rotary Club of  
Jowai, Johns Hopkins Program for 
International Education in Gynaecol-
ogy and Obstetrics- JHPIEGO, North 
East Slow Food and Agrobiodiver-
sity Society - NESFAS), local NGOs 
(Grassroots - Shillong, Voluntary 
Health Association of  Meghalaya - 
VHAM) and Molbio Diagnostics.

Public education and awareness 

talks on various health issues includ-
ing Intensified Mission Indhradha-
nush (IMI 5.0) children’s immuniza-
tion initiative, TB, HIV, and other 
issues were an ongoing feature all 
day long.

“The aim of  this health camp 
was to promote early screening, 
detection and linkage to treatment 
and care for a range of  diseases; 
and raise people’s health literacy 
thereby improving the health of  the 
community. It was also to develop 
long-term health-seeking behaviour 
of  the population. Investing in free 
health camps helps accomplish an 
optimal level of  healthcare with 
individuals, communities and all 
the institutions working together in 
coordination,” said Dr Darivianca E 

Laloo, General Manager of  Molbio 
Diagnostics.

High HIV and TB rates in 
Meghalaya

According to the Sankalp 2022 
report of  the Indian Ministry of  
Health’s National AIDS Control 
Organisation, Meghalaya state has 
double the HIV incidence (0.42%) 
in the general population than that 
of  the country (0.21%). Compared 
to 2010 rates, 2021 data shows that 
the number of  annual new HIV 
infections has declined overall 
in India and so has AIDS-related 
mortality, but in Meghalaya, both 
have increased. Meghalaya has the 
3rdhighest HIV prevalence (0.58%) 
among pregnant women as well as 
the highest Syphilis seropositivity 
(0.77%) among pregnant women (the 
national average is 0.10% syphilis 
seropositivity among pregnant 
women).

According to India TB Report 
2023 of  the Ministry of  Health’s 
National TB Elimination Pro-
gramme, Meghalaya deploys WHO-
recommended molecular tests for 
TB upfront to a higher degree: 71% 
of  presumptive TB cases in Megha-
laya get diagnosed using one of  
these molecular tests (36,209 tests 
a year). 4989 new TB patients were 
notified in Meghalaya in 2022 out 
of  which 5% were of  drug-resistant 
TB, and 71.4% had TB of  the lungs. 
Over 92% of  those diagnosed with 
TB were initiated on anti-TB treat-
ment. Meghalaya had 84.8% TB 
treatment success rate in 2021.

As per the India TB Report 2023, 
there are 55 Truenat molecular test 
machines deployed for TB testing 
in Meghalaya by 2022, which per-
formed 29,086 tests in the same year. 
Of  those who got tested for TB on 
Truenat, 1829 people were detected 
with TB disease, and 124 people had 
rifampicin-resistant TB. In 2022, 
244 people were tested for extrapul-
monary TB in Meghalaya on one 
of  these Truenat molecular test 
machines, out of  which 12 people 
were found to have active disease.

Bobby Ramakant is a World 
Health Organization (WHO) Direc-
tor-General’s WNTD Awardee 2008 
and Health Science Editor at Citi-
zen News Service. Follow him on 

Twitter @BobbyRamakant or read: 
www.bit.ly/BobbyRamakant)
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
JAL SHAKTI MECHNICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION ANANTNAG HQ AWANTIPORA

G I S T
GIST for E-NIT S. No. 41 /MIDA of 2023-24

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-Tenders in two cover system valid for 180 days, are invited from reputed and experienced 
Mechanical contractors/other firms / SSI unit holders/ workshop holders duly registered for the below mentioned works:-.

S. No Name of work Estimated Cost Cost of Tender 
Documen ts

Earnest Money 
@2% of Adv Cost

Time for 
completion Major Head Position of 

AAA/TS
Position of 

Funds
1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10

1.

Fabrication and erection 
of 10'x10' CGI shed for 
operational staff at LIS 
Semthan Drought

1.525 lacs 500/= 3050/=/= 20 days M&E 2702

Available 
17-MCO of 

2023-24 Dt 
17.08.2023

Budgetary 
Provision 

under M&E for 
F.Y 2023-24

The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (BOQ), terms and conditions of contract can be seen/downloaded from 
the departmental web site (jktenders.gov.in) as per the dates shown below:-

S. No. Description Date TimeDD MM YYYY
1 Publishing date of NIT 10 10 2023 04:00 PM
2 Download start date 10 10 2023 04:00 PM
3 Bid submission start date 10 10 2023 04:00 PM
4 Bid submission end date 16 10 2023 04:00 PM
5 Bid opening date 17 10 2023 11:00 AM or any date convenient to Deptt

All the terms and conditions will remain same as laid down in e -Nit & PWD form No.25-double.
No.MIDA/ 2881-87 Sd /=
Dated:-10.10.2023 Executive Engineer, 
DIPK-10218-23 Mechanical Irrigation Division Anantnag  
DT: 11/10/2023 HQ Awantipora

GOVERNMENT OF UT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR
DISTRICT EMPLOYMENT AND COUNSELLING CENTRE BARAMULLA

Email ID: deccbaramulla@gmail.com

P U B L I C  I N F O R M A T I O N
JOB FAIR At URI on 18-10-2023

District Employment and Counselling Centre (MCC) Baramulla is going to conduct Job Fair on 18-10-2023(Wednesday) at Govt Degree 
College Uri. Around 10 reputed companies with more than 600 Job Vacancies are participating in the event. Therefore, all the Unem-
ployed Youth (Job Seekers) falling in the catchment area of Baramulla District who are desirous to participate in the event are requested 
to get registered on the Employment portal “www.jakemp.nic.in” which is integrated with the National Career Service (NCS) portal(www.
ncs.gov.gov.in). Further, for hassle free participation in the said event interested candidates can also register themselves on google Link 
https://tinyurl.com/2s3fm4fm or QR Code below, specially designed for the event. All the desirous candidates are requested to kindly 
bring their Resume/CVs with them at the time of fair. 
Details of Sector/Field/Post wise Vacancies are as under:

S.No Sector/Field/Post No. of Vacancies Eligibility
1 Engineering 06 MTech with experience
2 Architecture MTech with experience
3 Business Development Officers/Manager/Supervisor 240 Graduate with experience
4 Insurance Advisors 350 10th & above
5 Career Advisors 10 12th & Above
6 Courier Services 100 10th with Motorcycle License
7 Hotel/Housekeeping/F&B 15 Experience in Hospitality
8 Office Executives 10 12th + Computer Knowledge 

Note: 150 Vacancies are reserved for Ex-serviceman.

 FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE FREE TO CONTACT: 

9055502282/9906568970/9906433809
                                             No: DE&CC/Bla/MCC/Job Fair/2023-24/2439-43 Sd/-
                                             Dated: 10.10.2023  Assistant Director
 DE&CC, Baramulla

DIPK-10227-23
DT: 11/10/2023

Hamas leader's relatives 
killed in Israeli airstrike

Tech honchos condemn Hamas attack 

on Israel, pledge employees' security

IANS

GAZA: The relatives of  
Mohammed al-Deif, chief  
commander of  the Al-
Qassam Brigades -- armed 
wing of  Hamas -- were 
killed during an Israeli 
airstrike in the Gaza Strip, 
a Palestinian media outlet 
reported on Wednesday.

An Israeli warplane 
targeted the Deif's broth-
er's house in Khan Younis 
city, Xinhua news agency 
quoted the Hamas-affiliat-
ed Al-Aqsa Channel.

The airstrike destroyed 
the house and killed the 
commander's brother as 

well as the latter's son 
and daughter, the channel 
added.

It is unknown whether 
al-Deif  was present in the 
house at the time of  the 
bombing.

The channel also report-
ed that the raid resulted 
in several people being 
injured.

Since Israel declared a 
war on Hamas in retalia-
tion to the militant group's 
surprise attack on the 
country on October 7, the 
Jewish nation has been 
battering Gaza with con-
tinued airstrikes.

On Tuesday night, Israe-

li airstrikes destroyed more 
than 80 targets in Gaza.

Two Hamas political 
officials were killed in an 
Israeli raid on Gaza Strip 
on Wednesday.

Earlier in the day, the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
said that it struck naval 
targets in Gaza which 
were reportedly used by 
Hamas militants to carry 
out attacks on the Israeli 
coastline,.

The operation was car-
ried out by IDF naval sol-
diers, IAF and the Israeli 
Artillery Corps, it said in a 
separate statement, adding 
that the targets included 

docks, which were hit 
using artillery fire from 
missile boats, military heli-
copters and ground artil-
lery batteries.

In addition, Israeli naval 
forces killed a Hamas diver 
who attempted to infiltrate 
into Israel from the Gaza 
shores earlier Wednesday, 
the IDF added.

According to the latest 
official Palestinian and 
Israeli statistics, at least 
900 Palestinians have 
been killed by the Israeli 
army, while Hamas has 
killed more than 1,200 
Israelis since the start 
of  the conflict.

IANS

NEW DELHI: Tech giants 
like Google, Microsoft, 
Amazon, and others that 
have offices in Israel, 
employing thousands of  
workers, have condemned 
the unprecedented Hamas 
attack on Israel and prom-
ised the safety of  their 
employees in the country.

Alphabet and Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai took 
to X, saying: "Deeply sad-
dened by the terrorist 
attacks in Israel this week-
end and the escalating 
conflict underway. Google 
has 2 offices and over 2,000 
employees in Israel.

"It’s unimaginable what 
they’re experiencing. Our 
immediate focus since Sat-
urday has been on employ-
ee safety. We’ve now made 
contact with all of  our local 
employees, and will contin-
ue supporting them."

On October 7, Hamas 
militants broke into Israel, 
killing hundreds of  people 
in streets and homes close 
to the Gaza border and 
causing gunbattles in 
Israeli communities for the 
first time in decades.

Microsoft Chairman and 
CEO Satya Nadella said: 

"Heartbroken by the hor-
rific terrorist attacks on 
Israel and the escalating 
conflict. My deepest con-
dolences are with all those 
killed and impacted. Our 
focus remains on ensuring 
the safety of  our employees 
and their families. "

Microsoft employs 
nearly 3,000 employees in 
Israel.

Amazon CEO Andy 
Jassy called the attacks 
against civilians in Israel 
"shocking and painful to 
watch".

"The attacks against 
civilians in Israel are 
shocking and painful 

to watch. I have been in 
touch with our teammates 
there to make sure we do 
everything we can to help 
support their family’s and 
their safety, and to assist 
however we can in this 
very difficult time," Jassy 
wrote on X.

In 2014, Amazon estab-
lished its first office in Tel 
Aviv, and since then, it has 
grown and made investments 
in its Israeli client base.

Chuck Robbins, Chair-
man and CEO of  Cisco, has 
been in touch with Cisco 
Israel teams over the past 
three days to understand 
what they need most in the 

face of  war, devastation, 
and loss of  life.

"First and foremost, 
we’ve been focused on their 
safety and well-being and 
that of  their families. We’ve 
also launched humanitar-
ian efforts to support those 
most vulnerable in addi-
tion to ensuring continuity 
of  critical communications 
and security services," he 
posted on LinkedIn.

The death toll in the 
ongoing Israel-Hamas 
conflict in the Gaza Strip 
has increased to more than 
2,100, with more fatalities 
expected as the violence 
continues for a fifth day.

Unifor, GM reach tentative 
agreement ending brief 
strike in Canada

IANS

OTTAWA: Unifor, Cana-
da's largest union in the 
private sector, and General 
Motors (GM) have reached 
a tentative agreement fol-
lowing a brief  strike at the 
automaker's facilities in 
the country.

According to Unifor, the 
strike actions which began 
early Tuesday at GM's 
Oshawa Assembly Plant, 
St. Catharines Powertrain 
Plant and Woodstock Parts 
Distribution Centre were 
on hold to allow the mem-
bership to vote on the ten-
tative agreement, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The deal follows the 
pattern agreement Unifor 
reached with Ford Motor 
Company last month.

The pattern agreement 
includes base hourly wage 
increases of  nearly 20 per 
cent for production work-
ers and 25 per cent for 
those in skilled trades over 
the lifetime of  the three-
year agreement.

"When faced with the 
shutdown of  these key 
facilities General Motors 
had no choice but to get 
serious at the table and 
agree to the pattern," said 
Unifor National President 
Lana Payne.

"The solidarity of  our 
members has led to a com-
prehensive tentative agree-
ment that follows the pat-
tern set at Ford Motor Com-
pany to the letter, including 

all items that company had 
initial fought us on such as 
pensions, retiree income 
supports and converting 
full-time temporary work-
ers into permanent employ-
ees over the life of  the agree-
ment," Payne said.

"All members will ben-
efit now that the pattern 
is in place at GM, whether 
they're temporary work-
ers, new hires, or already 
at the top of  the pay 
scale," said Unifor Ford 
Master Bargaining Chair 
Jason Gale, adding that 
this agreement delivers 
the kind of  historic pay 
increases and significant 
pension improvements.

The new tentative agree-
ment covers almost 4,300 
autoworkers at Unifor and 
details of  the agreement, 
including local and facil-
ity-specific information, 
will be made available to 
members prior to ratifica-
tion votes, Unifor said.

Unifor represents some 
315,000 workers in every 
major area of  the econo-
my, including about 18,000 
workers at the Canadian 
facilities of  the Detroit 
Big Three -- GM, Ford and 
Chrysler parent Stellantis.

American Airlines cancels 
Israel flights until Dec 4

IANS

WASHINGTON: Ameri-
can Airlines announced 
that it was cancelling all 
flights to Israel's main 
international airport until 
December 4 “as a result of  
the current operating envi-
ronment".

The airline operates 
flights from New York’s 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport to Tel Aviv’s 
Ben Gurion International 
Airport, located less than 
40 miles from Gaza, reports 
CNN.

“We will continue work-
ing closely with our part-
ner airlines to offer assis-
tance to those looking to 
exit TLV with safety and 
security remaining our 
highest priorities,” Ameri-
can Airlines said in a state-
ment late Tuesday.

The airline said it has also 
“extended our travel alert 
providing additional flex-
ibility to customers whose 
travel plans are impacted by 
this adjustment”.

On Monday, Delta Air 
Lines, which operates 
flights to Israel from Atlan-
ta, JFK, and Boston, said 
it was canceling flights for 
the rest of  October.

The State Department 

said on Tuesday that it has 
been encouraging airlines 
“to consider resuming 
travel in and out of  Israel".

Since Israel declared a 
war on Hamas as retali-
ation against the mili-
tant group's unpredented 
attack on October 7, multi-
ple airlines have cancelled 
or suspended flights to the 
Jewish nation.

While Hong Kong carri-
er Cathay Pacific canceled 
its Tuesday flight to and 
from Tel Aviv, Air Canada 
announced the suspension 
of  all its flights for now.

Ireland’s Ryanair said 
it was canceling flights in 
and out of  Tel Aviv until 
October 11, citing opera-
tional restrictions.

Air India and Lufthansa 
announced that they were 
canceling flights until 
October 14, and Norwe-
gian Air said it is cancel-
ing flights until October 15.

Korean Air canceled 
one of  its three regularly 
scheduled weekly flights 
into Tel Aviv on Monday, 
but the South Korean flag 
carrier said it is plan-
ning on flying a 218-seat 
plane from Tel Aviv and 
to Incheon on Tuesday 
in order to bring Korean 
nationals back home.

China secures 6th term as member 
of UN Human Rights Council

Hindus world over stand 
in Israel's support

MEENAKSHI IYER

NEW DELHI: Hindus from 
across US, UK, Canada and 
Australia have slammed the 
brutal wave of  terror and 
violence unleashed by the 
Hamas militant group in 
Israel and urged their gov-
ernments to take firm action 
against the war criminals.

Israel has been left reel-
ing by Hamas's unprec-
edented attack that has left 
thousands dead on both 
sides, and the fatalities are 
expected to rise with the con-
flict entering its fifth day on 
Wednesday.

In a display of  solidarity, 
Hindu and Jewish commu-
nities across Canada turned 
up in sizable numbers for a 
protest march in Toronto, 
condemning the Hamas 
attacks that have been called 
by many as 'Israel's 9/11 
moment'.

The march called by the 
Canadian Hindu Forum saw 
the two communities peace-
fully marching along, hold-
ing Indian and Israeli flags, 
according to videos shared 
on X on Tuesday.

A peaceful rally was also 
held in Chicago by Indian-
Americans to express soli-
darity with Israel.

“Terrorism is not only an 
Israel issue, it's an ongoing 
humanitarian issue. It must 
be stopped before it gets too 
late!” members of  the India-
American community said 
in a statement.

Strongly condemning 
the acts against innocent 

civilians, US-based advoca-
cy organisation, Coalition 
of  Hindus of  North Amer-
ica (CoHNA), said they 
stand in solidarity with 
the Jewish community in 
their mourning of  the loss 
of  innocent lives.

"Violence, especially one 
that targets innocents, that 
exults in the degradation of  
women should never be tol-
erated by any civil society. 
We stand with the Jewish 
community in their mourn-
ing of  the loss of  innocent 
lives. May peace break out in 
a thousand different forms," 
CoHNA said in a statement.

On behalf  of  Hindus 
in Britain, the Insight UK 
group expressed its unequiv-
ocal condemnation of  the 
violence against women, 
children and elderly by 
Hamas terrorists.

"The world once again 
witnessed the brutality of  
Islamists on innocent women, 
children and the elderly, 
including the abduction of  
children and the use of mass 
rapes as a weapon of  war 
against Israelis. The victims 
of the terror attacks included 
men, women and children 
from Thailand, Nepal, India 
and beyond," Insight UK said 
in a statement.

"As members of  minority 
communities ourselves, we 
empathise deeply with the 
plight of  the Jewish people 
in facing such hatred and 
violence. We support the 
right of Israel to defend itself  
and its citizens against such 
brutal acts of  terror," it said.

UNI

UNITED NATIONS: 
China secured its sixth 
term as a member of  the 
UN Human Rights Coun-
cil on Tuesday, becoming 
one of  the most frequently 
elected in the council.

China previously held 
a seat as a Human Rights 
Council member in 2006-
2012 (re-elected in 2009), 
2014-2016, 2017-2019, and 
2021-2023.

It was one of  15 states 
elected by the UN General 
Assembly to serve in the 
47-member council for a 
three-year term starting 
Jan. 1, 2024.

Through secret ballot, 
Burundi, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Ghana, Malawi (for 
Africa); China, Indone-
sia, Japan, Kuwait (for 
Asia-Pacific); Albania, 
Bulgaria (for Eastern 
Europe); Brazil, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic (for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean); France, the 
Netherlands (for Western 
Europe and other states), 
were elected.

Russia in the Eastern 
Europe group and Peru 
in the Latin America and 
the Caribbean group lost 
their bids. Russia failed to 
pass the threshold of  97 
votes needed for election, 
while Peru, with 108 votes 
in favor, was outperformed 
by the three other contend-
ers in the group.

Candidates in the 
groups of  Africa, the Asia-
Pacific, Western Europe 

and other states won com-
fortably as they were not 
challenged.

China, Cote d'Ivoire, 
Cuba, France and Malawi 
were re-elected.

Ten states will leave the 
Human Rights Council by 

year-end, namely Gabon, 
Senegal (for Africa); Nepal, 
Pakistan, Uzbekistan (for 
Asia-Pacific); the Czech 
Republic, Ukraine (for 
Eastern Europe); Bolivia, 
Mexico (for Latin America 
and the Caribbean); Brit-
ain (for Western Europe 
and other states).

The Geneva-based 
UNHRC is an inter-gov-
ernmental body respon-
sible for promoting and 
protecting human rights 
around the world. About a 
third of  its 47 members are 
replaced every year so that 
the council members serve 
staggered three-year terms 
for the sake of  continuity.

Seats of  the UN Human 
Rights Council are allocat-
ed on the basis of  regional 
groups for the sake of  geo-
graphical representation: 
13 each for Africa and the 
Asia-Pacific; eight for Latin 
America and the Carib-
bean; seven for Western 
Europe and other states; 
six for Eastern Europe.
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Government of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) DIVISION KRALPORA
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

NIT No: 02/RNB/Kralpora of 2023-24      DATED:11-10-2023 
E-tenders (In single cover system) from qualified contractors registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central 
Governments are invited for Snow Clearance (Stage-wise) on a Percentage Rate basis for a contract period of one year that may be extended to 
three years depending on the performance of the successful bidder.

S. No Stage Name Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees)

Earnest   Money
(In Rs.)

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2023-24 Stage –06 As per 
Annexure 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

2. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2023-24 Stage - 07 As per 
Annexure 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

3. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2023-24 Stage - 08 As per 
Annexure 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

4. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2023-24 Stage - 09 As per 
Annexure 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

5. Snow clearance winter season for the year 2023-24 Stage - 10 As per 
Annexure 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

1: The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, (if any), Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of 
contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website  as per schedule of dates given below:-

Table 1:

1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 11.10.2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 11.10.2023
3 Bid submission Start Date 11.10.2023
4 Bid Submission End Date 21.10.2023
5 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online) 23.10.2023

1 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in the 
name of Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.

3 All bidders are required to submit bid security or earnest money for an amount of Rs.5000/= at the time of tendering in the form of CDRs, FDRs, or BGs pledged 
to the authority responsible for receiving bids, in this case Executive Engineer R&B Division Kralpora. In strict accordance with the Government’s circular and 
other instructions as required, the successful bidder will be required to provide performance security in the amount of Rs.10,000/= at the time of contract award. 
Following the fixing of the contract in favor of the successful bidder, the unsuccessful bidders will receive the earnest money/bid security. The successful bidder’s 
performance security will be released only after completed successfully performance of the Contract. 

2 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on 
their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of Executive Engineer R&B Division  Kralpora (tender 
receiving authority).

3 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
4 The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: -
a.  Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b.  Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within three days from the date of intimation. 
c.  Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 15 days.
5 Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as   well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.into 

acquaint bid submission process.
i. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate’ (DSC) as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate 

from any approved Vendor. 
ii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. 
iii. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Table 1. 
v. All bidders must UPLOAD the following information and documents with their bids, in addition to the qualification criteria / qualification information, (All documents 

pertaining to the bid must be in English):
vi. All bidders must submit copies of original documents defining their constitution/legal status, place of registration, and principal place of business, as well as their 

cell phone number and e-mail address.
vii. A valid Contractor/Firm Registration Certificate issued by a competent authority in accordance with the Contractor Registration Act.
viii. Treasury Challan/Earnest money
ix. Valid GSTIN Registration & PAN Card
x. Valid Latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of last quarter or latest month, whichever is applicable. i.e. (September 2023 or April to June-2023).
xi. Illustration: Latest quarter April-June 2023-24 for those who file GSTR-3B quarterly and proceeding month i.e., September 2023-24 for those who file GSTR-3B 

monthly.
xii. The bidder must make sure to upload scanned copies of all required documents, including the tender documents fee, along with the technical bid. No document(s) 

that haven’t been uploaded will be accepted in hard copy form. However, the bidders will be required to provide original documents in support of the soft copies 
upon request in the event of any clarification.

Note: -  Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option
xiii. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language.
6 Bidders should be fully cognizant that, in the event that documents uploaded or submitted are discovered to be fraudulent or factually incorrect, the contract would 

be cancelled, and the Contractor/bidder would be barred from further participation in this Division or Department for a period of three years, in addition to the 
forfeiture of the performance security deposited for the relevant work.

7 The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons. 
8 Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case, they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually. 
9 The bidder should, at his own expense and risk, visit the worksite and its surroundings before submitting a bid in order to ascertain any limitations and thresholds. 

Any consequential claims on this count will not be considered.
10 The DEPARTMENT reserves the right to waive minor irregularities. The DEPARTMENT also reserves the right to waive a mandatory requirement provided that: 
a) the requirement is not mandated by law; 
b) all of the otherwise responsive proposals failed to meet the mandatory requirement; or 
c) in the sole discretion of the DEPARTMENT, the failure to comply with the mandatory requirement does not materially affect the procurement or the Department’s 

interests associated with the procurement.
11 In response to the evaluation of bid proposals, the evaluation committee may ask one, some, or all of the bidders to clarify specific aspects of their proposals. A 

request for clarification may be made to address minor ambiguities, irregularities, informalities, or typing errors. With the exception of apparent clerical errors, 
deficiencies or material omissions cannot be fixed by clarifications, and proposals cannot be revised or modified. The bidder might be required to make an oral 
presentation about its bid proposal to the Department. Bidders are not permitted to attend the oral presentations of their competitors. Action by the Department in 
this regard should not be construed to imply acceptance or rejection of a bid proposal.

Note:- The Department Shall be at liberty to add or Delete a  Road or a stretch     there off from the listed Stage Contract scope

No.: Div-KRLP/162-76 Sd/-
DATED:   11.10.2023 Executive Engineer,
 R&B Division  Kralpora

DIPK-10218-23
DT: 11/10/2023

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SEWERAGE & DRAINAGE 
DIVISION No: Ist SULIMAN COMPLEX DALGATE SRINAGAR 

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERING 
E-mal:     xen_sewerageueed@yahoo.com

GIST of Short Term e-NIT No: 19 of 2023-24
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K State e-tenders (in Single Cover system) are invited on Percentage Basis from approved and eligible 
Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State / Central Government for the following work.  

S.No Name of Work
Advt. Cost of 
Work (Rs. in 

lacs)

Earnest 
Money @2% 
(In rupees)

Cost of Bid 
Document 

(in Rs.)

Class of 
contract

Time of  
Completion Call

1.
Engaging Labour Crane and load carrier for loading un-
loading and shifting of old unserviceable material from 
STP and other locations to Divisional Store Alluchi Bagh.

1.08 2160/= 300/= “DEE” 15 Days Ist

Important Date:
1 Date of publishing 10/10/2023
2 Period of downloading of bidding documents 10/10/2023
3 Bid submission Start Date 10/10/2023 from 4:00 PM
4 Bid submission End Date 17/10/2023 up-to 4:00 PM
5 Date & time of opening of bids 18/10/2023 at 2:00 PM Or any other convenient date. 

Tender Receiving Authority : Executive Engineer S&D Division Ist Srinagar  Sulaiman Complex Dalgate Srinagar 
 Sd/-
No: SDDI/CC/2566-68 Executive Engineer
Dated: 10/10/2023    S&D Division Ist  Srinagar 

DIPK-10255-23
DT: 11/10/2023

India's space programme 
provides huge opportunities 
for govt, pvt sectors: Report

India to strengthen framework of 

IORA grouping: Jaishankar

Mizoram Speaker resigns, to contest polls on BJP ticket

UNI

NEW DELHI: India's 
space programme has 
made significant progress 
in the past few years with 
successful missions to the 
Moon and Mars, and the 
launch of  various com-
mercial satellites, driving 
growth and innovation, 
and has opened up great 
collaboration opportuni-
ties for the private and 
government sectors, says 
a report.

Deep diving into the 
potential growth prospects 
of  the Indian space sector, 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
India LLP, in collabora-
tion with Nasscom and 
the Indian Space Associa-
tion (ISPA), launched the 
“Exploring opportunities 
for Indian downstream 
spacetech” report at Indian 
Space Conclave 2023.

The report talks about 
India's booming space 
economy and collaboration 
opportunities for the pri-
vate sector and the govern-
ment specifically focusing 
on downstream spacetech.

It offers an in-depth, 
multidimensional perspec-
tive on the country’s space 
sector. It highlights ways 
to bridge the gap between 
space technology and real-
world applications while 
recognising the strategic 
and dual-use facets combin-
ing commercial possibilities 
with implications for nation-
al security and strategy.

Primarily sub-segment-
ed within three core satel-
lite commercial application 
areas – Remote Sensing/
Earth Observation (EO), 
Positioning, Navigation, 
and Timing (PNT), and 
Satellite Communication 
(SATCOM), the report 
identifies more than 200 
use cases. It also deep 
dives into Rs25 strategic 
use cases, focusing on 
earth observation, satel-
lite communication, and 
positioning/navigation 
services. These services 
are poised to drive growth 
and innovation in the 
Indian spacetech sector in 

the next five years.
For example, earth 

observation has found crit-
ical applications in agricul-
ture (ranging from crop 
insurance, yield monitor-
ing, disaster management), 
and biodiversity conser-
vation (such as natural 
resource extraction mining 
and urban development). 
Similarly, SATCOM-as-a-
service can create multiple 
applications in areas such 
as in-flight and remote area 
connectivity, DTH broad-
casting, and augmenting 
healthcare in the form of  
telehealth, and, tele-edu-
cation. India's PNT pro-
gramme, including NavIC, 
can assume a pivotal role 
in transportation, commu-
nication, and defence.

Focusing on comprehen-
sive data aggregation and 
analysis of  space-based 
data, along with a cross-
sectoral and cross-seg-
ment approach, the space 
programme opens upim-
mense business potential to 
address real-world problems 
and unlock value hitherto 
considered impossible.

The government’s role 
of  acting as a catalyst 
cannot be understated. As 
technology matures and 
newer business models 
are explored to service 
demands in various sec-
tors within a commercially 
viable framework, newer 
service delivery/business 
models will enable more 
applications across sectors.

Expressing his aspira-
tions towards the Indian 
space sector, Sreeram 
Ananthasayanam, Partner, 

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
India LLP, shares, “The 
India Space Policy 2023 
heralded a pivotal moment, 
unlocking private capital 
to bolster public initiatives 
and igniting a dynamic, 
competitive space indus-
try. Private enterprises, 
start-ups, and government 
initiatives are converging 
to reshape India's thriv-
ing space economy. The 
downstream space sector 
has the potential to make 
a significant impact on 
India's economy and soci-
ety. By working together 
to address the challenges 
around awareness and 
adoption to bring an 
impact at scale, India can 
position itself  to become a 
global leader in this sector 
and reap many benefits 
that it has to offer.”

Downstream applications 
are key to generating reve-
nue and impact in the space 
economy that can support 
and sustain advancements 
in other areas. With a focus 
on innovation, cost-effective-
ness, and dynamic growth 
prospects in areas such as 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and machine learning, the 
downstream space sector 
is a promising frontier for 
forward-thinking investors.

Marked by the participa-
tion of  private enterprises 
and capital in core space 
activities, the launch of  
NewSpace in India is 
primed to redefine industry 
norms and goals. Lt. Gen. 
Anil Kumar Bhatt, Direc-
tor General, ISPA, states, 
“In the dynamic space 
arena, India's dual-purpose 

mission prioritises safe-
guarding national security 
and strengthening defence 
capabilities. Space's rise 
as the fourth operational 
domain compels us to 
secure our space assets and 
access. This journey neces-
sitates steadfast policies, 
global collaboration, and 
cutting-edge technology. 
Recognising space's mul-
tifaceted nature, we focus 
on advancing space tech, 
satellites, and situational 
awareness to enhance 
national security and read-
iness for the future”.

India is poised to shape 
a future where space tran-
scends mere exploration, 
becoming a powerful cata-
lyst for unprecedented 
socio-economic growth. 
Using India's well-estab-
lished software industry, 
coupled with the integration 
of  machine learning, AI, 
the rapid expansion of  data 
processing and computing 
capabilities, and the global 
decline in storage costs, the 
space sector is undergoing 
remarkable enhancement.

Achyuta Ghosh, Sr. 
Director & Head of  Nass-
com Insights, said, “As 
India boldly ventures into 
the cosmos with remark-
able achievements, such 
as Chandrayaan-3, we see 
a brighter, technologically 
advanced future ahead. 
The expanding space 
sector will play a pivotal 
role in enabling sustain-
able and inclusive devel-
opment, driven by the col-
laboration of  the private 
sector and the government 
and cutting-edge technol-
ogy integration.”

While challenges such 
as data gaps, satellite data 
costs, and interference vul-
nerabilities persist, these 
issues are being addressed 
with private sector partici-
pation and integration into 
cutting-edge technologies. 
Moreover, it can democra-
tise access to space-based 
services, benefiting indi-
viduals, small businesses, 
and local communities, 
thus fostering innovation 
and progress.

IANS

NEW DELHI:  As a 
'Vishwa Mitra' and a voice 
of  the Global South, India 
will work with the member 
states of  Indian Ocean 
Rim Association (IORA) 
to strengthen the institu-
tional, financial and legal 
framework of  the grouping 
to realise its true poten-
tial, said External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar on 
Wednesday.

He was addressing the 
23rd IORA council of  min-
isters’ meeting in Colombo.

Listing India's priorities 
in the grouping as its Vice 

Chair, Jaishankar said 
that it wants to develop an 
Indian Ocean community 
that is stable and prosper-
ous, strong and resilient. 
Also the grouping should 
be able to cooperate close-
ly within and to respond 
to happenings beyond the 

ocean, he said.
India assumed the vice-

chair role of  IORA for 2023-
25, leading to Chairship in 
2025-27.

Earlier Jaishankar had 
on Tuesday reached Sri 
Lanka on a two-day visit 
to the island nation.

"Glad to be back in 
Colombo. Thank Dr. Suren 
Raghavan, State Minister 
for Higher Education for 
welcoming me. Will be 
attending the 23rd Indian 
Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) Council of  Minis-
ters meeting. India and Sri 
Lanka relationship con-
tinues to progress," he had 
posted on X after arriving 
in Colombo.

Jaishankar will be in 
Sri Lanka till October 12. 
This is his second visit to 
Sri Lanka in 2023. Besides 
IORA engagements, the 
minister will have bilateral 
meetings in Colombo.

IANS

AIZAWL: Ahead of  the 
November 7 Assembly 
polls in Mizoram, the 
ruling Mizo National 
Front (MNF) received a set-
back on Wednesday after 
Speaker Lalrinliana Sailo 
resigned from his post and 
Assembly membership, 
stating that he would join 
the BJP and contest the 
upcoming elections on a 
saffron party ticket.

Sailo submitted his res-
ignation letter to Deputy 
Speaker H. Biakzaua and 
requested him to accept it 
at the earliest.

After stepping down 
from the Speaker’s post, the 
64-year-old MNF leader said 
that he would soon join the 
BJP and contest the Novem-
ber 7 Assembly polls on a 
saffron party ticket.

“I will quit the MNF 

and join the BJP for the 
all-round development 
of  Mizoram. As the BJP 
is now in power at the 
Centre, Mizoram needs 
support and funding from 
the Union government,” 
Sailo told the media.

The ruling MNF had last 
month finalised candidates 
for all the 40 Assembly 
seats in the state, denying 
ticket to Sailo that trigger-
ing his annoyance.

The Congress-turned-
MNF leader got elected to the 
Assembly four times from 
the Chalfilh constituency.

BJP sources confirmed 
that Sailo will be inducted 
into the saffron party on 
Thursday.

With this, eight MLAs, 
including two from MNF, 
have quit the Assembly in 
Mizoram this month.

Five Independent MLAs 
had resigned from the 

Assembly on Tuesday, in 
line with the technical 
formalities to contest the 
November 7 elections as 
nominees of  Zoram Peo-
ple's Movement (ZPM), the 
northeastern state’s main 
opposition party.

All the five MLAs origi-
nally belonged to the ZPM 
but contested the 2018 
Assembly polls as Indepen-
dents since the ZPM was 
not a registered political 
party at the time.

As the five Independent 
MLAs are now going to con-
test the Assembly elections 
as candidates of ZPM, which 
is now a registered party, 
they are liable to be disquali-
fied if  they do not resign, an 
Assembly official said.

Their leader Lalduhoma 
was elected in a bypoll in 
2021 as a ZPM candidate 
and does not require to 
resign, the official said, 

adding that the five legis-
lators can now file nomina-
tion on ZPM tickets.

Earlier this month, Con-
gress MLA K.T. Rokhaw 
and former minister and 
MNF MLA K. Beichhua 
had resigned.

Rokhaw has already 
joined the MNF, while 
Beichhua has joined the 
BJP and they will con-
test from Palak and Siaha 
Assembly constituencies, 
respectively.

Beichhua, who had 
resigned from Chief  Min-
ister Zoramthanga's min-
istry on December 13 last 
year, was expelled from the 
party by the MNF in Janu-
ary this year.

The ZPM won eight seats 
in the 2018 Assembly polls, 
but lost two seats in the 
subsequent bypolls while 
retaining the Serchhip seat 
in the 2021 byelection.

BJP promises 10 pc reservation for tribals in Telangana if elected
UNI

MULUGU: Union Minis-
ter of  Tourism and BJP 
President for Telangana G 
Kishan Reddy on Wednes-
day pledged to provide a 
10 percent reservation for 
tribals in the state if  the 
BJP comes to power in the 
next assembly elections.

During a media brief-
ing in Mulugu district, the 
Union Minister expressed 
his gratitude to the Prime 
Minister for allocating the 
first installment of  Rs. 900 
crore for the Tribal Central 
University in Telangana, 
named after Goddesses 
Sammakka and Saralamma.

Reddy stated that the 
central government, led 
by Prime Minister Modi, is 
dedicated to safeguarding 
the culture and traditions 
of  tribals across the nation 
and honoring the sacrifices 
of  tribal heroes.

He outlined various pro-

grams initiated by the gov-
ernment for tribal welfare.

Reddy also disclosed that 
the central government 
will fund the construction 
of  a tribal memo-
rial museum with 
a budget of  Rs. 25 
crores in Hyder-
abad and the estab-
lishment of  a tribal 
research institute 
with a budget of  Rs. 
6.5 crores.

In addition, he 
recalled the Prime 
Minister's efforts in secur-
ing UNESCO recognition 
for Rudreshwara Temple 
(Rampappa Gudi) in 
Mulugu district.

Furthermore, Reddy 
highlighted the establish-
ment of  Ekalavya model 
schools for tribals, spe-
cial funds for the devel-
opment of  tribal-affected 
areas, and the allocation of  
funds for the construction 
of  museums nationwide to 

honor tribal fighters.
He also announced the 

establishment of  17 new 
'Ekalavya Schools' with a 
budget of  Rs 420 crores to 

promote 
education in tribal areas 
with the goal of  increas-
ing literacy among these 
communities.

The government has 
identified tribal areas as 
aspirational districts (the 
most backward districts) 
and allocated special funds 
for development programs. 
An amount of  Rs. 37 crores 
has been released for Bhu-
palpally, Asifabad, and 

Bhadradri-Kothagudem 
districts in Telangana.

Reddy emphasized on 
various programs being 
undertaken for tribal devel-
opment, including infra-

structure develop-
ment under the 
Swadesh Darshan 
scheme, connect-
ing tribal circuits, 
and spending Rs. 
80 crores for Mulu-
gu-Lucknow-Meda-
varam-Tadwai -
Damarawai-Mal-
lur-Bogata Falls.

An additional Rs 92 
crores has been allo-
cated for the eco-circuit 
between Somasila, Singot-
tam, Kadalivanam, Akka-
mahadevi, Egalapenta, 
Farahabad, and Umama-
heswaram to enhance 
facilities for tourists.

Reddy expressed the 
central government's com-
mitment to the welfare of  
tribals.
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Nation to prosper more when 
youth would follow peace, 
prosperity: Prez Murmu

ABID BASHIR

SRINAGAR: The Presi-
dent of  India, Droupadi 
Murmu, Wednesday said 
that when youth would 
follow the path of  “peace, 
prosperity and discipline”, 
the nation would automati-
cally prosper and progress 
more.

Addressing the 20th con-
vocation at Kashmir Uni-
versity, President Murmu 
said that the nation would 
prosper more when more 
and more youth would 
follow Aman and Chayen 
(peace and prosperity). 
“When youth will follow 
discipline, nation will prog-
ress,” she thundered from 
the stage of  KU convoca-
tion hall.

President Murmu start-
ed her speech with “Ye 
Che Mouj Kashmir” and 
received a huge round of  
applause. “I am glad to be 
here. I have been to vari-
ous convocations and at 
various institutions and 
universities of  the country 
but let me tell the youth 
this campus is more beau-
tiful than others. Kashmir 
University has had the 
blessings of  Hazratbal in 
the past and the same will 
remain,” she said.

She said that she was 
happy to ward a local boy 
Kifayatullah at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan in New Delhi for 
taking part in the Republic 
Day parade in 2023 and for 
his social services.

“I would like to see 
Kashmir University Stu-
dents taking part in social 
services too besides pur-
suing higher education so 
that a change in the society 
takes place,” the President 
said as per KNO.

After distributing gold 
medals among 21 toppers 
out of  462 students, she 
said: “I am glad to see 55 
per cent of  the toppers were 
girls. Our girls and women 
are proving their mettle in 
every field. Today’s award-
ees are our tasveer and taq-
deer,” she said.

Stressing on protecting 
the environment, natural 
gifts bestowed to Kashmir, 

she chose the Kashmiri 
proverb: “Ann poshe teli 
yele wan poshe. It is our 
responsibility to protect 
nature and this is where 
youth have to play their 
role. Kashmir University 
is trying its best to protect 
the Hiamalyan glaciers and 
I have learnt that a series 
of  researches are going on 
many fronts,” she said.

The president congratu-
lated J&K for implement-
ing the National Education 
Policy in full and taking the 
lead on other States and 
UTs. She wished all the 
awardees a better future 
ahead.

Referring to the motto of  

the University of  Kashmir 
which means ‘let us move 
from darkness to light’, 
the President said: “That 
the more our youth move 
towards the light of  educa-
tion and towards the light 
of  peace, the more our 
country will progress.”

Speaking about sustain-
able development, the Pres-
ident said that the lessons 
of  sustainable develop-
ment are part of  Kashmir's 
heritage. She urged Kash-
mir University to be alert 
in preserving the Hima-
layan ecosystem. She was 
happy to note that work 
related to glaciology, bio-
diversity conservation and 

the Himalayan Ice-Core 
Laboratory is at different 
stages. President Murmu 
expressed confidence that 
the university would work 
at a fast pace in all such 
areas.

Earlier, President 
Murmu arrived in Kashmir 
and she was received by the 
LG Manoj Sinha at the air-
port where she was given a 
guard of  honour. From the 
airport, she air-dashed to 
the army's 15 corps head-
quarters in Srinagar to pay 
tributes to slain soldiers at 
the war memorial. She will 
stay in Srinagar for a night 
and later in the day, she 
will interact with the local 
tribal groups and women 
Self  Help Groups. The presi-
dent will also attend a civic 
reception to be hosted in her 
honour at the Raj Bhavan 
Srinagar. On Thursday 
morning, the president will 
leave for Mata Vaishno Devi 
shrine in Katra, Jammu 
tomorrow to inaugurate a 
remodelled Parvati Bhavan 
and Sky Walk. Top officials 
from the police and admin-
istration including DGP 
Dilbagh Singh, ADGP Vijay 
Kumar, Special DG (CID) 
RR Swain, SSP Srinagar 
Rakesh Bhalwal, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir 
Vijay Kumar Bhiduri, DC 
Srinagar Aijaz Asad, Mayor 
SMC Junaid Matoo, Waqf  
Board chairperson Darak-
shan Andrabi and others 
were present in the KU Con-
vocation—(KNO)

INTER-STATE NARCOTICS NETWORK

J&K police, Punjab counterparts 

arrest key accused

Srinagar Wins Provincial-Level Football Tourney Title

Bridge on B'pora-Sgr road suffers damage, 
locals demand new bridge

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a major 
blow to inter-State narcot-
ics network, Jammu and 
Kashmir police and Punjab 
police arrested one drug 
smuggler from Mullanpur, 
Dakha and seized Rs 4.94 
crore along with 38 fake 
vehicle number plates.

 DGP Punjab wrote on X, 
the arrested person is one 
of  the key accused in 30 kg 
heroin recovery made in 
Jammu recently. “Investi-
gations ongoing to estab-
lish backward and forward 
linkages.

Police said that the 
revolver was also recov-
ered from the arrested 

person. On October 1, two 
narcotic smugglers were 
arrested with 30-kg heroin 
worth crores of  rupees 
from a vehicle in Ramban 
district of  Jammu and 
Kashmir. The recovery 
was made from a Punjab-
bound vehicle on the Sri-
nagar-Jammu national 
highway—(KNO)

AZHAR HAJINI

SRINAGAR: The District 
Team of  Srinagar emerged 
victorious while defeating 
Budgam in the provincial-
level football tournament.

 Hosted by District 
Youth Services and Sports 
Office Srinagar, the tour-
nament was organised 
for girls under 17 & 19 
years. Team Srinagar beat 
Budgam by 6 goals to Nil. 

Budgam made their best 
efforts but couldn't score a 
single goal. With this final 
the tournament came to an 
end for under 17 age group.

 The competitions in the 
same discipline for under 
19 girls is scheduled from 
12/10/2023 at Bakshi Stadi-
um Srinagar. The Tourna-
ment is being played under 
the theme of  'MERI MAATI 
MERA DESH ' and Drug 
free Srinagar campaign.

In another important 
activity of  the day, all age 
groups participated in 
the Annual Athletic Meet 
for Boys and Girls inter-
school/ District Level at S 
P College Ground Srinagar. 
Meanwhile Inter District/  
Provincial level softball 
tournament is underway 
at Gindun Ground Rajbagh 
Srinagar in which Six Dis-
tricts of  Kashmir Province 
are participating.

SAJID RAINA

BANDIPORA: Following 
the structural damage to 
Naninara Sumbal Balley 
bridge in Bandipora dis-
trict, residents and com-
muters on Wednesday 
demanded construction of  
a concrete bridge to replace 
the aging structure.

Local residents said 
that the iron Bridge on 
Bandipora-Srinagar road 
sustained damage and they 
raised concerns about its 
condition several times to 
no avail.

“The bridge is our life-
line to Srinagar. I appre-
ciate the alternate route 
through Mansbal, but we 
need a concrete bridge that 
can withstand the test of  
time,” said Hina Farooq of  
Bandipora.

Meanwhile, Deputy 
Commissioner of  Bandi-
pora issued an order stat-
ing that due to the damage 
occurred to Balley Bridge 
at Naninara Sumbal and 
in an effort to prevent any 
accidents, the bridge is 
temporarily closed to both 
vehicular and pedestrian 

traffic. Commuters are 
advised to utilize alterna-
tive routes, including Hajin, 
Sopore, and Mansbal, until 
the necessary repairs are 
completed, it said.

Following it's damage, 
an official said that the 
commuters traveling 
from Srinagar towards 
Bandipora will now have 
to travel through Sumbal 
Hajin route. “For those 
traveling from Bandipora 
to Srinagar, the new route 
directs vehicles through 
the Mansbal Baroosa 
route,” he added—(KNO)

SFFC orders DPS Srinagar to revise fee structure
AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: In a sig-
nificant development, the 
School Fee Fixation Com-
mittee (SFFC) has issued 
a directive to the man-
agement of  Delhi Public 
School (DPS) Srinagar, 
addressing several fee-
related concerns raised by 
parents.

The order, issued by 
the Chairman of  SFFC,  
instructs the school man-
agement to make key 
adjustments to the fee 
structure, including tuition 
fees and security deposits.

Tuition fee increase and 
instalment payment: The 
SFFC has taken note of  the 
abrupt 20 percent increase 
in tuition fees mid-session 
and recognized that it could 
pose a financial burden on 
parents.

In response to this con-
cern, the SFFC has direct-
ed the school management 
to charge the raised tuition 
fee in two instalments. Spe-
cifically, 10 percent of  the 
increased tuition fee will be 

charged in the 2023-24 ses-
sion, with the remaining 10 
percent to be levied in the 
subsequent academic year, 
2024-25.

Security deposit clarifi-
cation

One of  the key issues 
addressed by the SFFC is 
the charging of  a substan-
tial security deposit, set at 
Rs 90,000, which parents 
contend is being misrepre-
sented as an admission fee.

"This practice is not in 
compliance with the law 
and is expressly prohibited 
by statute. As a result, the 
parents who have paid this 
amount to seek a refund 
from the school manage-
ment," the SFFC order 
reads.

Annual fee and payment 
structure: The SFFC has 
noted an average increase 
in the annual fee, rising 
from Rs 8,700 to Rs 14,000. 
To alleviate the burden 
on parents, the commit-
tee has directed the school 
management to charge the 
enhanced annual fee in two 
instalments, as outlined in 

the order passed on August 
14, 2023.

Parents will have the 
opportunity to pay the 
second instalment of  the 
annual fee up to February 
2024.

Furthermore, the SFFC 
has mandated that future 
annual fees be collected in 
two instalments: the first at 
the beginning of  each new 
session and the second in 
July each year.

Late fee policy: The 
SFFC has set clear guide-
lines for the imposition 
of  late fees, specifying 
that late fees will only be 
charged if  a parent fails to 
deposit fees consecutively 
for three months. "No late 
fee will be applied to pay-
ments delayed by less than 
three months," it reads.

Transport fee inquiry: 
The SFFC has stated that 
concerns were raised 
regarding the school's 
transport fee, which was 
allegedly exceeding the 
limit set by the SFFC. The 
committee has directed 
the school to provide an 

explanation within one 
week as to why transport 
fees exceeding Rs 2,000 
are being charged from 
students availing trans-
port services. The matter 
has also been reported to 
be under challenge in the 
High Court.

Grievance redressal 
committee: In response to 
parents' complaints about 
the lack of  a redressal 
forum, the SFFC has 
directed the school man-
agement to establish a 
grievance redressal com-
mittee, which will not 
include members of  the 
school trust. The details of  
the committee's members 
are to be submitted within 
one week.

The SFFC has advised 
parents to approach the 
committee whenever 
they are aggrieved by the 
actions or orders of  the 
school management, reaf-
firming their commitment 
to ensuring fair and trans-
parent fee structures for 
the benefit of  students and 
parents—(KNO)

Wetland Div rebuts news ‘Wetland 

presents eerie image of dry landscape’
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Wildlife 
Warden Wetland Division 
Kashmir Srinagar Wednes-
day refuted the news item 
titled ‘Wetland presents 
eerie image of  dry land-
scape: EPG’ published by 
a local daily newspaper 
about Shallabugh Wetland 
Reserve.

In a statement issued 
here, it was informed that 
the e-Tender for Plugging 
of  breaches and all Habi-
tat improvement works 
at Shallabugh Wetland 
Reserve have been floated/ 
invited by this Division 
multiple times and due to 
the fact of  poor response, 
and the successful e-ten-
ders/ works stand allotted 
and are presently under 
progress.

The consolidation of  5 
KM Ring bund has been 
completed which was 
mandatory for increasing 

the water holding capacity 
and retention of  optimum 
water level within the Shal-
labugh Wetland Reserve, 
the statement read.

It was also given out that 
the creation of  water pools 
within the wetland area are 
imperative to attract the 
migratory birds and due 
to such interventions made 
by this Division after a long 
time Shallabugh Wetland 
witnessed arrival of  3 to 
4 lakh migratory birds 
during previous winter 
season, which speaks 

volumes about the hard 
work made and cannot be 
termed a mimic.

The water retention pro-
cess shall be started after 
the execution of  all Habi-
tat improvement works is 
completed and the water 
level within Shallabugh 
Wetland area shall be 
retained to its optimum 
level, read the statement.

It was also informed 
that the survey of  identi-
fied critically silted areas 
within the Shallabugh Wet-
land Reserve has been taken 

up by this Division and the 
identified plots shall be put 
to e-Auction shortly with the 
definite aim and purpose to 
increase the water holding 
capacity of  Shallabugh Wet-
land Reserve exponentially.

Further, it may be noted 
that during the fall season 
the water table is always at 
its lowest ebb all over the 
Valley especially during 
the current season due 
to shortfall in the down-
pour most of  the feeding 
channels do not carry the 
required quantity of  water.

J&K Govt hosts civic reception in honour of Prez Murmu
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
attended a civic recep-
tion hosted in her honour 
at Raj Bhavan, Srinagar 
Wednesday evening.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the President thanked 
the people of  Jammu and 
Kashmir for the warm 
welcome on her first visit 
as the President of  India. 
She was happy to note the 
presence of  eminent per-
sonalities of  Jammu and 
Kashmir who have made 
their mark in different 
fields. She said that they 
have enhanced the reputa-
tion not only of  this region 
but of  the entire country.

 The President said 
that Kashmir has been a 
major centre of  art, cul-
ture and education since 
ancient times. About 2000 
years ago, the 4th Bud-
dhist Council was held in 
Kashmir. Scholars believe 
that about 1300 years ago, 
in Srinagar, Shankaracha-
rya had composed Saun-
darya Lahari and Ananda 
Lahari to describe the 
glory of  Shakti. The words 

of  Lal Ded and the advice 
of  Sheikh Nooruddin are 
still showing the right path 
to humanity. Rulers like 
Zain-ul-Abidin promoted 
etiquette and spiritual-
ity. Abhinavagupta who 
made amazing contribu-
tions in both the fields of  
religion and literature, 
had explained a very good 
principle of  literature in 
the 10th century which 
proves to be true for every 
aspect of  life. He had said 
that ‘Shanta Rasa’ is the 
source of  all ‘Rasas’. The 

President emphasised that 
we have to continuously 
strengthen Jammu and 
Kashmir's legacy of  consid-
ering peace and tranquility 
as supreme.

The President said that 
today's Kashmir is taking a 
new turn following its her-
itage. A new era of  prog-
ress, peace and prosperity 
has begun. There has been 
a massive change in infra-
structure development, 
e-governance, healthcare, 
housing, women empower-
ment, tribal outreach and 

inclusive development. She 
was happy to note that till 
September this year, about 
1.7 crore tourists have vis-
ited Jammu and Kashmir, 
which is a record.

In his welcome address, 
the Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha said, Hon'ble 
President's life has been 
inspirational.

“She has devoted her life 
to empowering deprived 
sections of  society and 
socio-economic empower-
ment of  women, providing 
them confidence, sense 
of  self  esteem. Her vision 
and ideals will continue to 
guide the world's largest 
democracy,” the Lt Gover-
nor said.

The Lt Governor also 
highlighted the develop-
mental journey of  UT of  
J&K since August 2019.

"Growth history of  
J&K since 2019 is an 
example of  remarkable 
economic progress and 
inclusive development. 
Our focus is high growth 
rate, infra, industrializa-
tion, transforming cities 
and villages to improve 
the lives of  the people. 
Well-being of  all is our 

prime objective today.
We have been able to 

establish an exploitation-
free, corruption-free and 
fear-free society that has 
ensured social equality 
and all sections of  society 
are benefitting from the 
growth and development," 
the Lt Governor added.

Earlier in the day, the 
President interacted with 
the members of  local tribal 
groups and women Self  
Help Groups at Raj Bhavan, 
Srinagar.

On the occasion, the Lt 
Governor observed that the 
Self  Help Groups are play-
ing an important role in the 
socio-economic empower-
ment of  women in J&K and 
enabling them to take con-
trol of  their lives.

“Tribal communities in 
J&K were marginalized for 
a very long time. Govern-
ment implemented Forest 
Rights Act, key reforms 
and initiatives have been 
taken for transformation 
of  tribal society and our 
focus is on holistic devel-
opment to provide new 
strengths and capabilities 
to the community,” the Lt 
Governor said.

GDC Ajas 
celebrates 
‘International 
Girl Child Day’

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: To cel-
ebrate ‘International 
Girl Child Day’, the Gov-
ernment Degree College 
(GDC) Ajas Bandipora 
Wednesday organized an 
event under the theme 
‘Invest in Girls' Rights: 
Our Leadership, Our 
Well-being’ to address the 
importance of  empower-
ing girls and advancing 
gender equality.

Principal of  the Col-
lege, Prof. (Dr.) Parveen 
Kousar delivered an 
inspiring presidential 
address that centered on 
the importance of  the girl 
child. She highlighted the 
significant accomplish-
ments of  women world-
wide and shared examples 
of  women who have made 
remarkable contributions 
to society.

Dr. Kousar encouraged 
the audience to recognize 
the immense potential and 
capabilities that girls pos-
sess, urging them to excel 
in all fields.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor 
Showcases Hiluxat the East Tech

SRINAGAR: Toyota Kir-
loskar Motor (TKM) today 
showcased two special-
purpose iconic Hilux, 
modified with the support 
of  an authorized external 
vendor, at the East Tech 
2023 (ET2023), a technolo-
gy-showcase annual event 
conducted by the Eastern 
Command of  the Indian 
Army in association with 
Government of  Assam.

Commenting on the 
occasion, Varinder Kumar 
Wadhwa, General Manager 
– Strategic Business Unit 
(East) of  Toyota Kirloskar 
Motor, said, “We, at TKM, 
take great pride and are 
deeply honoured to have 
the opportunity to pres-
ent the customized vari-
ants of  the iconic Hilux, at 
the East Tech 2023. TKM 

through its authorized 
external vendor has made 
certain modifications on 
the versatile Hilux.

TKM has applied two 
distinct modifications 
through an authorized 
external vendor, to the 
Toyota Hiluxnamely the 
Field Diagnosis Vehicle 
(FDV) and the Forest 
Patrolling Vehicle (FPV), 
to serve specific needs and 
other special consumer 
requirements.

 In addition to these 
modified versions, the gen-
eral-purpose Hilux (cater-
ing to the general custom-
ers’ personal and business 
uses) was also on display at 
the Expo being held during 
Oct 10-11th at the Mani 
Ram Dewan Trade Centre, 
Guwahati.(KNT)


