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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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1 killed, 6 injured 
in mortar shell 
blast in Jammu
Yogesh

Jammu: A person was 
killed and six others 
injured in a mortar shell 
blast that took place in a 
scrap factory on Saturday 
afternoon in the Industrial 
Estate, Bari Brahmana of 

Samba district.
Around 3 

pm, a mas-
sive explo-

sion took 
place in 

Scrap Enter-
prises, a com-
pany owned 

b y Subash Chandra and 
Sons, which deals with 
scrap material P-02

Anti-Hijack Drill 
conducted at 
Jammu Airport
GMK News Network

Jammu: The National 
Security Guard (NSG), 
country's elite security 
forces, conducted a full 

fledged Anti-Hijack Drill 
at Jammu airport on 
Saturday. An official state-
ment issued by Defence 
Ministry reads that P-02

Special Anti-
Corruption Court 
sentences ASI to 
one year in jail
GMK News Network

Srinagar: The Special 
Judge Anti-Corruption 
Srinagar on Saturday 
sentenced a public servant 
to one year in Jail.

As per a statement is-
sued, an accused 

ASI Mushtaq 
Ahmad Shah 
then posted at 
Police Sta-

tion Charar-e-
Sharief, Budgam 

has been convicted U/S 
5(2) PC Act and 161 RPC 
and sentenced to undergo 
simple imprisonment P-02

Two terrorist 
associates held in 
B'pora: Police
GMK News Network

Srinagar: Police alongwith 
security forces have ar-
rested two terrorist associ-
ates linked with LeT in 
Sumlar area of Bandipora 
and recovered incrimi-

nating materials 
& two Chinese 

grenades from 
their posses-
sion.

A police 
spokesman 

said in a statement 
issued said that acting 
on specific information 
regarding movement of 
terrorist associates, P-02

Anurag Thakur
@ianuragthakur

Rahul Gandhi is not the first to face 
disqualification. Wonder whether legal wizards 
of Congress have checked rules? Instead, they 
are brazenly defending their hatred for OBC 
which caused his conviction thus showing utter 
disrespect towards judiciary & people. 

J&K To Get Specially Designed Vande 
Bharat Express Next Year: Railway Minister

‘Srinagar-Jammu rail link to open by end of 2023 or in beginning of 2024’

Raja Syed Rather

Srinagar: Union Minister of 
Railway, Communications 
and Electronic & Information 
Technology, Ashwini Vaish-
naw Saturday said that Jam-
mu and Kashmir will have spe-
cially designed ‘Vande Bharat’ 
train in the mid of 2024 while 
the train services from Jam-
mu-Srinagar will be started by 
the end of 2023 or in the first 
two months of next year.

Addressing a news confer-
ence here at Srinagar railway 
stations, Vaishnaw, said that 
the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has transformed the rail-
way infrastructure and other 
related things as he is deter-
mined to improve the railway 
infra in Jammu & Kashmir.

Similarly in J&K, a dream 
project Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla is near completion, 
saying that after hectic efforts 
of project monitoring, funding 
and solving technical prob-
lems, the project will be made 
functional by the end of 2023 or 
in the first two months of 2024.

“The Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Railway Link (US-
BRL) is in good progress and the 

project worth over Rs 35000 crore 
will be completed by the end of 
December 2023 or in January or 
February of 2024,” he said.

He further said that J&K also 
will have specially designed 
Vande Bharat train, saying 
that keeping in view weather 
conditions and other related 
things, the specially Vande 
Bharat train will be opened in 
the mid of 2024.

The Union Minister also 

said that the telecom facility, 
4G-5G facilities will be ensured 
across J&K, adding that every 
single village will have tele-
com towers and optical fiber 
facility will reach every nook 
and corner.

About the Chenab railway 
bridge, the Union Minister 
said that the all the test have 
been successfully conducted 
and some more tests will be 
conducted tomorrow—(KNO)

Railways achieve 85% 
electrification of route in JK
Yogesh

Jammu: Indian Railways achieved a significant milestone in railway 
electrification with the completion of the electrification of the Broad 
Gauge (BG) route in Jammu & Kashmir of Ferozpur Division. This will 
improve rail connectivity and the speed of trains in the Union Territory. 
An official said that with 85% of route kilometres electrified, Indian 
Railways is rapidly progressing to accomplish Mission 100% Electrifica-
tion and become the largest green railway network in the world.

“Under Indian Railways’ mission of 100% electrification, total 
electrification of 298 RKM of Broad Gauge (BG) route in Jammu & 
Kashmir UT has been completed,” he said, adding, “This will improve 
rail connectivity and the speed of trains in the region. Indian Rail-
ways is rapidly progressing to accomplish Mission 100% Electrifica-
tion and become the largest green railway network in the world.”

By achieving 100% electrification in the Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir of Ferozpur Division, the eco-friendly mode of railway 
transportation has been ensured, thus reducing dependence on 
imported crude oil which in turn has resulted in saving of precious 
foreign exchange for the nation, the official said. P-02

The Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Railway Link (USBRL) is in good progress and the project worth over Rs 35000 
crore will be completed by the end of December 2023 or in January or February of 2024.” 

“Under Indian Railways’ mission 
of 100% electrification, total 
electrification of 298 RKM of Broad 

Gauge (BG) route in Jammu & Kashmir 
UT has been completed,”
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Patna: After Rahul Gandhi 
said that he will not apolo-
gise to anyone, BJP leader 
and former Law Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad said 
that the Congress leader is 
trying to become a "martyr".

Speaking to media per-
sons in Patna, Prasad said: 
"Congress party could have 
obtained a stay on the deci-
sion of Surat court. They 
have deliberately not ob-
tained the stay order to 
utilise the issue during the 
Karnataka assembly elec-
tion. He is trying to become 
a martyr..."

"Rahul Gandhi did the 
press conference in Delhi in 
a well planned manner. He 
wants to present himself sac-

rificial and take benefit in 
the Karnataka assembly elec-
tion," the BJP leader asserted.

"The Congress party has 
a number of prominent law-
yers. Why they did not ob-
tain the stay. Today, Rahul 
Gandhi has again P-02

Rahul trying to become 
'martyr': Ravi Shankar PrasadGMK News Network

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta Saturday 
impressed upon the traffic au-
thorities to completely do away 
with the halting of trucks at Na-
grota and Qazigund on Sgr-Jmu 
National Highway and  instead 
let them ply smoothly without 
putting any forced  halt to their 
movement either way between  
Jammu and Srinagar.

Dr Mehta made these remarks 
in a meeting with different 
stakeholders called for review-
ing the progress of construction 
of National Highways under 
Prime Minister Development 
Programme across the UT.

In addition to the Principal 
Secretary, PWD the meeting was 
attended by Principal Secretary, 
Forest; Divisional Commission-

ers; concerned Deputy Com-
missioners; Representatives 
from NHAI, NHIDCL, BRO, and 
many other concerned officers.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Chief Secretary stressed 
upon the executing agencies to 

complete all these road projects 
providing interconnectivity to 
different regions in the stipu-
lated  timeframe. He enjoined 
upon them that the significance 
of these roads is very high and 
deserves all efforts to be com-

pleted on time.
He directed the concerned au-

thorities to strictly stick to the 
timeline of completing the Ex-
pressway to Akhnoor in all re-
spects by May this year so that 
the travel time to reach there 

gets reduced to half an hour. He 
made out that this road is going 
to play a vital role in bringing 
this circuit on the tourism map 
of J&K and increase the footfall 
to this location considerably.

Regarding the P-02

No truck halts at Nagrota, Qazigund: CS

Jammu-Srinagar 
Highway 
reopens for traffic

GMK News Network

Srinagar:  The Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway that 
was closed for vehicular traf-
fic due to shooting stones and 
mudslides at Mehar Cafeteria 
Ramban on Friday evening, 
has reopened, officials said 
on Saturday. Traffic officials 
said stranded trucks moving 
towards Kashmir valley and 
both-side passengers traffic 

has also been allowed on 
the highway. After 

incessant night long 
rains in Ram-

ban - Banihal 
sector, the 
highway 

was closed 
at Mehaar, 

Cafeteria Morh  of 
Ramban and Cham-

lawas, Shalagarh and 
Sherbibi of Banihal area 

due to the shooting stones and 
mudslides.

"After clearing the debris 
on NH-44, stranded vehicles 
are being allowed to move to 
their destinations," Jammu and 
Kashmir Traffic police said.

The highway is the lifeline 
of the Kashmir valley and the 
main road link connecting 
Kashmir with the rest of the 
country. P-02

Nasir Azam

Srinagar: The Union Territory 
of Jammu & Kashmir would 
soon have consumer griev-
ance redressal forums and 
an ombudsman for resolving 
electricity-related problems of 
consumers.

The Joint Electricity Regu-
latory Commission for UT of 
J&K and Ladakh has unveiled 
regulations for establishing 
consumer grievance redressal 
forum(s) and for the appoint-
ment of an electricity ombuds-
man by the Commission.

In a notification, the JERC 
said that every distribution 

licensee shall establish elec-
tricity consumers’ grievances 
redressal forum(s) at the com-
pany level to ensure redressal 

of the grievances of the com-
plainants. These consumers 
can approach these Forums 
over non-supply, P-02

J&K to have consumer 
forums, ombudsman for 
electricity-related complaints

Bhat Imran

Srinagar: In a major development, 
nearly 8,000 school students in 
Kashmir division have shifted 
their admissions from private to 
government schools.

An official said that in the ongo-
ing mega enrollment campaign for 

academic session 2023-24, ‘nearly 
8,000 students have migrated from 
private to government schools.’

“Such admissions include dozens 
of dropouts and Children with Spe-
cial Need (CwSN) students,” he said.

The official added that till Friday 
late evening, more than 7,000 such 

cases were recorded. “As of now, 
there would be nearly 8,000 such 
cases wherein students have shifted 
admissions from private to govern-
ment schools of Kashmir division.”

The official said that the enroll-
ment drive was initially started for 
a period of ten days starting from 
March-15-2023. “However, it has 

been extended for five more days.”
“In a mass enrolment drive many 

students who were registered in 
private school have shifted their 
admissions in government institu-
tions,” the official said.

It also said, “The government 
schools are likely to take P-02

Nearly ‘8,000’ students shift 
admission from Private to 

Govt schools in Valley
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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1 killed, 6 injured 
for its further reuse.
A person identified as Mohan Lal from Rajouri got 

killed in the explosion while six others were injured. 
All six persons who sustained injuries have now 
been sent to Government Medical College (GMC) in 
the Jammu area.

Sharing details, Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP), Samba Benam Tosh said  that there is no mys-
tery in the blast. “It’s unfortunate that we lost one 
valuable life in the incident but there is no mystery 
in it. The company deals with scrap, and one of the 
mortar shells that are brought here after neutralis-
ing them exploded,” the SSP said while denying any 
terror angle in the incidents.

Tosh, however, said that an FIR has been regis-
tered in the incident and action will be taken against 
those found guilty.

The police said the injured are from Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Bishnag, Ramgarh, Ramnagar and 
Bari Brahmana—(KNO)

Anti-Hijack Drill
this exercise involved all key stakeholders from In-
dian Air Force, AAI, State Government, Jammu and 
Kashmir police, CISF, IOC and other key players.

The drill involved entire spectrum of events in-
cluding negotiations with hijackers followed by in-
tervention and overpowering of hijackers by a po-
tent team of NSG, the statement said.

The exercise gave a unique opportunity to vali-
date processes by inter agencies during such crisis, 
the statement said.

An Air India aircraft which landed at Jammu in 
the afternoon was utilised for the realistic drill and 
the exercise was successfully conducted bringing 
valuable lessons and training for all stakeholders, it 
added—(KNO)

Railways achieve 85%
He said switching to electric traction has provided the fol-

lowing benefits included environmental-friendly mode of 
transport, reduced dependence on imported diesel fuel, 
thereby saving precious foreign currency and reduced carbon 
footprints. “It also reduced operating cost, haulage of heavier 
freight trains and longer passenger trains with high haulage 
capacity of electric locomotives leading to increased through-
put, increased sectional capacity by eliminating detention on 
account of traction change and saving of specific energy con-
sumption,” he said—(KNO)

Special Anti-
for one year and pay a fine of Rs 10,000 under each 

offence.
It was further announced that in case of default in 

payment of fine, the accused shall undergo further 
imprisonment for one month under each offence. 
The accused convict has been taken into custody 
and sent to Central Jail Srinagar for serving the sen-
tence, the statement said.

The accused Mushtaq Ahmad Shah was trapped 
while he was posted at Police Station Charar-e-
Sharief, Budgam on 19-09-2008 following a complaint 
lodged by one Ab. Rashid Chopan R/o Fresdub, 
Charar-e-Sharief, Budgam in Police Station VOK 
(now ACB).

“It was averred that the complainant had pur-
chased 03 quintals of rice from Govt. Ration Depot 
Nagam, Charar-e-Sharief and was transporting the 
same in a Sumo towards their home. On his way he 
was intercepted by ASI Mushtaq Ahmad Shah of Po-
lice Station Charar-e-Sharief, Budgam who took him 
along with rice to Nowhar, Charar-e-Sharief where 
he demanded and accepted bribe of Rs. 500/- from 
the complainant but returned only 02 quintals of 
rice to him,” the statement said.

It added that the accused Mushtaq Ahmad handed 
over remaining one quintal of rice to a Shopkeeper 

and demanded further bribe of Rs 1000 from the com-
plainant. The complainant persuaded the accused 
who agreed to accept Rs 500 only to settle the issue. 
The bribe was agreed to be paid on 19-09-2008, it said.

However, the Complainant lodged a complaint 
with VOK (now ACB) and accordingly a team of of-
ficers of VOK was constituted to lay trap for the ac-
cused public servant. The team laid a successful trap 
and arrested the accused public servant ASI Mush-
taq Ahmad Shah red-handed while demanding and 
accepting the bribe. The tainted money was recov-
ered from his possession, the statement said.

“Special Prosecuting Officer Ghulam Jeelani on 
behalf of Anti- Corruption Bureau has contested the 
case resulting in the conviction awarded by Special 
Judge Anti-Corruption Court Srinagar, Chain Lal 
Bavoria,” the statement said—(KNO)

Two terrorist
Police alongwith Army (14RR) & CRPF (3rdBN) at 

a checkpoint established at Sumlar near Fisheries 
Farm Bandipora intercepted two suspected persons 
identified as Abrar Ahmad Wani @Abu Qadir and 
Danish Pervaiz, both residents of Sumlar Bandipo-
ra.

During checking, two Chinese grenades & other 
incriminating materials have been recovered from 
their possession. They have been arrested and shift-
ed to Police Station where they remain in custody, 
police said.

Accordingly, police said that a case under FIR 
number 40/2023 under relevant sections of law has 
been registered at Police Station Bandipora and fur-
ther investigation has been initiated.

Rahul trying to become
 told a lie that he had not said anything in Lon-

don... When his party wins election, Rahul Gandhi 
thinks the Election Commission is genuine and 
when he loses, the Election Commission becomes 
bad," Prasad said.

No truck halts at Nagrota
 Delhi-Katra Expressway the Chief Secretary di-

rected for continuing the momentum of work be-
sides meeting timelines set for completing different 
sub-projects. He asked them that this Road project is 
of national importance as it leads to the holy shrine 
of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi visited  by millions of pil-

grims every year. He said that the work on such a 
prestigious project should be given due priority for 
completing it at the earliest.

Dr Mehta also sensitized the executing agencies 
about the significance of Uri-Poonch Highway. He 
told them that the work on this project should be 
taken in hand at the earliest so that it is also com-
pleted on time bringing respite to people besides 
providing alternate route between the two divisions 
of the UT.

As far as the movement of traffic on National 
Highway is concerned the Chief Secretary directed 
for ensuring its smooth movement all across the 
road by properly maintaining the 6 kms difficult 
stretch between Ramban and Banihal. He advised 
them to use necessary  manpower  and machinery 
efficiently besides exploring few dry days for traffic 
to make the travel on this road pleasant and hassle 
free for all times to come.

The Chief Secretary also took note of the work 
done on the Srinagar-Pulwama-Shopian-Kulgam 
Highway (NH-444). He stressed on completing the 
stretches near all the towns of Shopian,  Kulgam 
and Pulwama so that the road is complete before the 
onset of Tourism season this year. The highway is 
going to drastically reduce the time taken for travel-
ing to and fro and to reach to Srinagar. He also took 
stock of the progress made in execution of Srinagar-
Baramulla-Uri Highway,  Chenani-Sudhmahadev-
Goha- Khellani and Akhnoor-Poonch Highways and 
stressed on their early completion.

He directed the Deputy Commissioners to facili-
tate the executing agencies in performing their work 
smoothly. He observed that these highways are di-
rectly linked with the economic upliftment of people 
as the trade and commerce would also see growth by 
enhanced movement of people. He pointed out that 
tourism sector is going to be the biggest gainer by 
their completion.

Dr Mehta enquired from the executing agencies 
about the bottlenecks affecting the pace of their 

work. He instantly passed on directions to the con-
cerned government departments for taking the 
measures to address them. He made out that both 
the executing agencies and different government 
departments should work in coordination with each 
other and held regular deliberations for resolving 
issues without wasting time. He asked them to own 
these significant national projects and show eager-

ness in seeing them completed well on time. He fixed 
timelines for each of the road project for its comple-
tion.

J&K to have consumer 
disconnection of supply, new service connection, 

meter-related issues, and billing-related issues. 
“They shall ensure that consumers can also have a 
remedy in the event of failure or delay on the part 
of the distribution licensee in redressing their com-
plaints,” the regulations state.

These Forum(s) shall settle the grievances of the 
consumers within a period of 30 days normally and 
not exceeding 45 days in any case, the regulations 
further state.

The Forum shall be headed by the Managing Di-
rector of the licensee, the Director Finance of the li-
censee, an independent member, and not more than 
four as consumer/prosumer members.

The independent member shall be an individual 
possessing a minimum bachelor’s degree preferably 
in engineering ( electrical /mechanical/ electron-
ics/ computer )/ law/ public administration/ jour-
nalism/ economics /political Science or equivalent 
having at least 5 years of experience in power sector 
related matters.

The members as consumer and prosumer repre-
sentatives shall be appointed by the licensee with 
the consent of the Commission who have attained 
the minimum age of 35 years and who have been 
consumers /prosumers of licensees.

The Regulations state that the Commission may 
appoint the electricity ombudsman or ombudsmen 
to discharge the functions as mandated under the 
Electricity Act-2003.

“The Commission may appoint or designate elec-
tricity ombudsman or ombudsmen separately for 
each licensee or a common electricity ombudsman 
or ombudsmen for two or more distribution licens-
ees considering factors such as the number of rep-
resentations received, disposal of representations 
within the specified time limit, ease of access for the 
consumers and the geographical area,” the regula-
tions further state.

According to the regulations, a complainant may 
prefer a representation before the ombudsman if he/
she is aggrieved by the non-redressal of the griev-
ance by the Forum within the period specified.

The complainant can approach the ombudsman 
if he /she is not satisfied with the order passed by 
the Forum, and if he/ she is aggrieved by the non-
implementation of the Forum’s order by the licens-
ee—(KNO)

Jammu-Srinagar
Kashmir-bound trucks laden with essential sup-

plies and other vehicles pass through the highway.

Nearly ‘8,000’ students shift
a lead in admissions this year as in the past one 

week, hundreds of students enrolled in private 
schools have shifted their admission to government 
schools.”

The official said that most of the fresh admissions 
were of the Kindergarten and primary classes.

“From past few years, the department has been 
more focused on developing infrastructure and aca-
demics in Kashmir in order to provide quality edu-
cation to the students,” the official said.

Pertinently, the School Education Department 
had ordered the heads of all government schools 
and teachers to start a door to door campaign from 
March-15 to enroll students in public schools.

Director of School Education Kashmir (DSEK), 
Tassaduq Hussain Mir said this while announcing 
enrollment campaign for Academic Session 2023-
24—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Mayor of Sri-
nagar, Junaid Azim Mattu, 
Chairperson Waqf Board 
Dr Darakshan Andrabi and 
Commissioner SMC Athar 
Aamir Khan Saturday 
conducted a joint  tour of 
Shahri e Khas and conduct  

visits to various shrines 
and religious places.

 During the visit, the offi-
cers took stock of  arrange-
ments regarding sanitation, 
electricity and water supply  
especially during the holy 
month of Holy month of 
Ramadan.

The dignitaries  paid a 

visit to major shrines like 
Dargah Hazratbal, Jenab 
Sahib Soura, Naqashband 
Sahab (R.A) Khanyar.

Senior officials from var-
ious departments like SMC, 
revenue, Waqf Board and 
other allied departments 
accompanied the dignitar-
ies during the visit.

Mayor, Chairperson Waqf 
reviews Ramadan  arrangements 
in Shrines of Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: In view 
of ongoing Holy Month of 
Ramadan, Deputy Com-
missioner Ganderbal, Shy-
ambir Saturday chaired a 
meeting of PDD to review 
the power supply scenario 
in Ganderbal district.

At the outset, The DC 
sought details from the 
officials regarding power 
supply scenario in the dis-
trict. Executive Engineer 
PDD presented a detailed 
action plan regarding the 
arrangements being put 
in place to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply to the 
consumers in the district 
during the ongoing holy 
month.

While giving details, the 
Executive Engineer said 
that power cuts are caused 
due to overloading of sev-
eral receiving stations espe-
cially during peak hours 
saying that field and techni-
cal staff is making all efforts 

to distribute the load equal-
ly to avoid overloading and 
continuous power supply is 
provided to the consumers.

The DC directed the 
Executive Engineer PDD 
to ensure uninterrupted 
power supply to the con-

sumers during the month, 
particularly Sehri and Iftari 
times in all areas of the dis-
trict.

While interacting with 
the officials, the DC main-
tained that district adminis-

tration is committed to pro-
vide round the clock power 
supply to the consumers 
and directed the Execu-
tive Engineer to ensure 
unscheduled power cuts are 
avoided.

He also stressed them 
to take prompt measures 
to ensure the time-bound 
redressal of the genuine 
concerns regarding power 
supply so that people may 
not suffer.

Meanwhile, the DC 
appealed to the people to 
make judicious use of elec-
tricity during the peak 
hours of Sehri and Iftar 
times to avoid overloading 
of receiving stations which 
is the main cause of power 
disruption.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Mushtaq Ahmad 
Simnani, SE, KPDCL, Exen 
PDD Division Ganderbal, 
AEEs, AEs and other con-
cerned.

DC Ganderbal reviews 
power scenario in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC)Kupwara,  
Dr. Doifode Sagar Datta-
tray Saturday inaugurated 
Amritsarovar River front 
at Goos in Kupwara dis-
trict which has been con-
structed by Rural Develop-
ment department  under  
MGNREGA with a project 
cost of Rs 17.89 lacs.

River front Amritsar-
ovar has been construct-
ed at the gateway of Lolab 
valley and presents a pic-
turesque scene because 
of lush green forests and 
gushing water of Nallah 
Lolab and has become an 

attraction for local resi-
dents and visitors due to 
its scenic beauty and rec-
reational facilities.

BDC chairman, Hay-
hama, Ali Mohammad 
Sheikh, ACD Kupwara, 
Hilal Ahmad Mir, BDO 
Haihama Dr. Tariq Ahmad 
Padder were present at the 
occasion.

 Facilities of a recre-
ational LED park with 
laser-show, open Gymna-
sium, cafeteria, walk-way 
and a floating restaurant 
are being constructed near 
the river front. These facil-
ities are being constructed 
under convergence with 
the tourism department 

and flood control depart-
ment.

River front is already 
having reservoir, seating 
facilities, boating facili-
ties, fishing and sightsee-
ing of flora and fauna of 
nearby forest area.

On the occasion Deputy 
Commissioner while 
stressing on the need 
of convergence for dif-
ferent programmes and 
schemes said that  "Due to 
convergence of different 
schemes  we are success-
ful in making it a beautiful 
tourist attraction which 
can provide recreational 
facility and employment 
to the unemployed youth 

of the area" Deputy Com-
missioner said adding that

"We have identified 40 
places in Kupwara district 
where such river fronts 
will be developed"

On the occasion, Deputy 
Commissioner Kupwara 
said that there are sev-
eral beautiful places like 
Lolab, Keran, Tangdhar, 
Teetwal, Bungas, Drang-
yadi and Macil in Kup-
wara district which have 
great potential for tourism 
related activities.

"In the coming days we 
expect good footfall of tour-
ists in the district owing 
to its natural beauty tour-
ism potential, particularly 

border tourism" DC said.
The Spot chosen for 

water front Amritsarovar 
at Goos  is very beauti-
ful,  mesmerizing and 
picturesque and covered 
by thick , green forests . 
Gushing water of Lolab 
Nallah is adding to the 
beauty of the spot and is 
attracting every passerby, 
besides this place is gate-
way of Lolab valley.

On the occasion Deputy 
Commissioner asked the 
ACD Kupwara to orga-
nize the plantation drive 
on empty places of the 
river front and construct 
a walk-way upto Goos vil-
lage.

DC Kupwara inaugurates Amritsarovar River front at Kupwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: District 
Legal Services Authority 
Ganderbal, in collabora-
tion with Municipal Coun-
cil Ganderbal and Pollution 
Control Committee Gander-
bal, Saturday, organized an 
awareness programme on 
solid waste Management at 
the Conference Hall of Dis-
trict Court Ganderbal.

This was the last day of 
three-days long campaign 
on Solid Waste Manage-
ment which started on 23rd 
March.

 The programme was 
held under the supervision 
of Executive Chairman J&K 
Legal Services Authority, 
Justice Tashi Rabstan, Ms. 
Justice Moksha Khajuria 
Kazmi, Administrative 

Judge for District Gan-
derbal, Member Secretary 
J&K Legal Services Author-
ity,  Amit Kumar Gupta, 
and under the guidance of 
Chairman District Legal 
Services Authority Gan-
derbal, Mr. Ritesh Kumar 
Dubey, and Secretary Dis-
trict Legal Services Author-
ity Ganderbal, Ms. Nusrat 
Ali Hakak.The event aimed 
to educate and encourage 
the participants to adopt 
sustainable practices in 
managing solid waste.

 The programme was 
attended by Gulafroz Khan 
Legal Assistant, DLSA Gan-
derbal,  Bilal Ahmad, Divi-
sional Officer of Pollution 
Control Committee Gander-
bal, Social Activist, Bilal 
Bhat, Law Students of Cen-
tral University Tulmulla 

Ganderbal, staff members 
of Pollution Control Com-
mittee & Municipal Coun-
cil Ganderbal and PLVs of 
DLSA Ganderbal.

The programme was 
spearheaded by advocate 
Abid Jeelani, who high-
lighted the importance of 
proper waste disposal and 
management and the nega-
tive impacts of improper 
practices on the environ-
ment and public health.

 Gulafroz Khan, Legal 
Assistant, DLSA Gander-
bal, emphasized the need 
to reduce, reuse and recy-
cle waste materials as a 
part of sustainable waste 
management practices. 
She further outlined the 
legal framework and regu-
lations concerning solid 
waste management that 

must be adhered to by all 
stakeholders. Bilal Ahmad, 
Divisional Officer of Pol-
lution Control Committee 
encouraged everyone to 
be more responsible and 
take active steps to ensure 
proper waste disposal and 
management practices are 
implemented.

 Bilal Bhat, Social Activ-
ist also spoke on the occa-
sion and said that the 
authorities aim to promote 
the segregation of waste at 
the source, reduce waste 
generation, maximize 
resource recovery through 
recycling and composting, 
and ensure the safe disposal 
of residual waste.

 The primary goal is to 
enhance the quality of life 
for the present and future 
generations by minimiz-

ing the negative impacts 
of waste on human health, 
natural resources, and the 
environment.

Students enthusiasti-
cally participated and high-
lighting the importance of 
environmental sustainabil-
ity and waste management 
laws and regulations and 
their enforcement.

The main objective of 
DLSA Ganderbal is to edu-
cate people in order to raise 
their consciousness about 
the importance of proper 
solid waste management 
and to encourage individu-
als and communities to 
adopt sustainable waste 
management practices 
that minimize the adverse 
effects of waste on human 
health and the environ-
ment.

DLSA G'bal organizes awareness 
Prog on “Solid Waste Management”
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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TRANSFORMING J&K

Sorry State of Education

Edu Deptt warns private 
schools of action for 
unilateral hike in fees

Jammu Police 
detains couple for alleged 
links with fugitive 
Amritpal’s close aide

Dulloo visits Seed 
Multiplication Farm 
Chinore, inspects 
functioning

AGENCIES

Srinagar: The School Edu-
cation Department (SED) 
has warned private schools 
of Valley's North and Cen-
tral Kashmir districts of 
strict action for unilateral 
hike in tuition fees and 
other charges collected 
from the parents under dif-
ferent heads.

As per the circular 
instructions issued by the 
Joint director Central and 
North Kashmir districts, 
the private schools have 
been warned to refrain 
from giving unilateral hike 
in fees and remain careful 
in future, while going for a 
revision or hike In fees.

"Parents of students 
studying in Private Schools 
of Central and North Kash-
mir districts are openly 
coming in Social Media, 
Print and Electronic Media 
to express their anger and 
grievances with regard to 
overcharging of various 
fees like Admission fee 
,Tuition fee and Bus fees 
collected by the Private 
Institutions from the stu-
dents in Brazen violation of 
rules and regulations and 
cannons prescribed by the 
(FFRC) Fee Fixation Review 
Committee established by 
the Govt of Jammu & Kash-

mir Union Territory," the 
circular reads.

The move as per the 
department circular, has 
been viewed "very serious-
ly" by the higher authorities 
and the stakeholders.

"Parents of the students 
who have to bear the brunt 
of the onslaught of this uni-

lateral hike of fees by the 
unbridled School Manage-
ments, who are always in 
search of opportunities to 
give a hike to the fee in any 
Head/Sector without any 
plausible justification and 
slap this Hukum-I-Tughlak 
to the parents through 
WhatsApp/SMS/Telephon-
ic-Calls," the circular reads.

The department has 
observed that the private 

school managements have 
become so arrogant that 
they withhold the results of 
the students who don't pay 
advance fees of the current 
month which is yet to finish.

"They don't bother or 
feel it necessary to consult 
the Parent Body, Working 
Committee or any official 

machinery to get the hike 
of charges examined, dis-
cussed, justified, and finally 
accepted by one and all," the 
circular reads.

The joint director has 
warned the Private School 
Managements to remain 
careful in future, while 
going for a revision or hike 
in fees and shall immediate-
ly consult the Chief Educa-
tion Officers or Zonal Edu-

cation Officers concerned 
and the Parents Body of that 
school and move a proposal 
for any such hike.

"With this, the menace 
of overcharging of fees, 
exorbitant admission fees 
are streamlined as per stan-
dard of school, the facilities 
provided by school, qual-
ity of education, transport 
facilities, playground," the 
circular reads.

The Joint Director has 
issued instructions to all 
the Chief Education Offi-
cers and Zonal Education 
Officers of all the six dis-
tricts including

Srinagar, Budgam, Gan-
derbal, Baramulla, Bandi-
pora and Kupwara to mobi-
lize themselves and re-acti-
vate their institutions.

"Make surprise visits to 
your school jurisdictions 
and take cognizance of 
complaints received in this 
behalf and take a strong 
notice of violations to curb 
this menace with Iron hard 
and restore confidence and 
faith of General Public, Par-
ents and students in the law 
of the land and law enforc-
ing agencies," the circular 
reads—(KNO)

Cold storage units main-
tain supply-demand chain, 
prove beneficial for fruit 
growers in Kashmir

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Srinagar: The cold units 
most of whom are in Las-
sipora area of Pulwama 
have proven very benefi-
cial for fruits growers as it 
has provided them a choice 
to sell their produce as per 
their will besides main-
taining chain of supply and 
demand. Experts said that 
apples kept in cold stor-
age in Kashmir are sold at 
better prices, as the growers 
see it fit on demand.

However, during har-
vesting season, farmers are 
pumping tons of apples into 
cold storage units across the 
valley, but the already set 
up cold storage units didn’t 
meet the demand, which 
suggests that the valley 
needs more cold storage 
units. Azhar Anjum, Man-
ager of one of the cold stor-
age units, said that cold 
storage units have come in 
handy for Kashmiri apple 
growers who witnessed a 
very low demand for the 
fruit despite bumper crops 
last season.

He said that cold storage 
units are very beneficial 
as it increases the shelf 
life of apples by 6-8 months 
and helps in maintaining 
the chain of supply and 
demand.

He said the cold storages 
have “revolutionized” the 
horticulture sector as it 
gives a choice to a grower 
to sell his produce “as per 

will”.
Though the number of 

cold storage units is still 
very less and can store just 
little produce but main 
thing growers need to do is 
to focus on smart packing 
and grading, he said.

"Our apples are the most 
delicious in the world but 
we are still using tradi-
tional ways of packing and 
grading due to which cus-
tomers are preferring the 

apples from other countries 
that are packed smartly," 
he said. "We have been still 
using hay and other things 
in packing and using high 
quality apples in upper 
layers while low quality 
and less shining apples in 
lower layers are creating 
problems for all."

He said: "We need to 
learn to pack apples in small 

boxes or trays in a smart 
way that can be given as 
gifts on functions as well.. 
If we are able to do so we can 
easily compete with apples 
from other countries and 
earn a livelihood as well."

Shahid Ahmad, an assis-
tant manager of another 
cold storage unit at SIDCO 
Lassipora in Pulwama said 
that cold storages were run-
ning full and they did not 
have capacity to accommo-

date more growers.
He said that their unit 

has a capacity to store 
three lakh apple boxes and 
around 40 percent of the 
produce is still here.

Some growers have sent 
their produce to markets 
where it fetches about Rs 
1200-1300 per box compared 
to Rs 300-500 in 2022 autumn 
of 2022. He also said that 

growers need to focus on 
grading and packing more 
in every season then and 
only then Kashmiri apples 
will easily compete with 
fruit from other countries.

People associated with 
the apple industry say that 
introduction of cold stor-
ages has revolutionised 
the industry besides pro-
viding jobs to hundreds 
of labourers. Kashmir on 
average produces over 20 

lakh metric tonnes of apple 
every year, a figure that in 
some years touches 25 lakh 
metric tonnes.

The 2017 economic 
survey in J&K said that half 
of Kashmir’s population is 
directly or indirectly depen-
dent on the apple industry 
and over 3.5 lakh hectares 
are under apple cultiva-
tion—(KNO)

Growers need to focus on smart 
packing, grading: Experts

SAJID RAINA

Bandipora: The government 
middle school in Kanibath 
village of Bandipora paints 
a grim picture of the edu-
cation sector in Kashmir 
as the school has just two 
classrooms for more than 
109 students.

The parents, whose 
wards are enrolled in the 
school said that the school 
also lacks the basic infra-
structure, proper accom-
modation and a playground.

“Keeping students of 
eight classes in two rooms 
is very difficult and injus-
tice. In the noisy conditions, 
it is impossible for students 
to study with full concentra-
tion,” the residents said.

Sehrish Shafi, a class 
8 student said that due to 
lack of space they are facing 
many difficulties here and 

are not able to study prop-
erly. “Students from two 
separate classes study in the 

same room due to which the 
students of both the classes 
have to face problems,” she 

said.
M u s h t a q  A h m a d , 

another student said that 
they have informed the 
concerned authorities but 
nothing has happened on 
the ground so far. “There is 
a huge shortage of space in 
the school and the adminis-
tration should take it seri-
ously,” he said.

The students as well as 
locals appealed to higher 
authorities to provide them 
additional space and miti-
gate their sufferings. An 
administrative official said 
that he will look into the 
matter after getting infor-
mation from the chief edu-
cation office. Meanwhile, 
locals urged the Education 
department to look into 
the issue immediately and 
address the same on prior-
ity for the sake of students—
(KNO)

In Bandipora’s Kanibath, over 110 
students study in two-room Govt School

YOGESH

Jammu: In continuation 
with the ongoing raids 
to arrest fugitive 'Waris 
Punjab De' chief Amrit-
pal Singh, Police have 
detained a couple for 
their alleged links with 
one of his aides from 
Ranbir Singh Pura area 
here in the city outskirts.

 Jammu Police on Sat-
urday said that Amrik 
Singh, resident of R S 
Pura and his wife namely 
Paramjit Kour were 
detained and further 
handed over to Punjab 
Police.

They have been 
detained for reportedly 
having links with Papal-
preet Singh (a close aide 
of Amritpal Singh).

According to police 
sources, the mobile 
phones of the couple have 
also been seized for fur-
ther investigation. "The 
matter is being investi-
gated by Punjab Police 
and they will be ques-
tioning the couple into 
the case," they added.

Papalpreet reportedly 
had been working with 

Amritpal closely since 
he returned to India last 
year and took over the 
reins of 'Waris Punjab 
De', an organisation 
founded by actor Deep 
Sidhu, who died in a road 
accident in 2021.

Earlier, district mag-
istrates of Kishtwar and 
Ramban districts can-
celled arms licenses of 
two bodyguards accom-
panying Waris Punjab De 
chief and pro-Khalistan 
Sikh leader Amritpal 
Singh.

Sources, the licenses 
of Talwinder Singh and 
Virender Singh, body-
guards of Amritpal Singh 
were issued in Kishtwar 
and Ramban districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Both the licenses were 
issued for personal safety 
but found violating the 
rules as they were found 
protecting someone by 
becoming their body-
guards.

The officials added 
that weapons were also 
procured from the Union 
Territory and were given 
licenses for self-defense—
(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  A delegation of 
S.O.S International, an 
organisation for POJK 
Displaced Persons, called 
on Lieutenant Governor 
Shri Manoj Sinha at Raj 
Bhavan Saturday.

The members of the 
delegation led by its 
chairman, Sh Rajiv 
Chuni expressed grati-
tude to the Lt Governor 
on behalf of whole PoJK 
Displaced community 
for the welfare initia-
tives launched by the UT 
administration for the 
displaced persons.

They also submitted 
a memorandum con-
taining various issues 
of PoJK displaced per-
sons including the com-
plete implementation 
of ‘PM Central Assis-
tance Scheme for PoJK 
DPs’ and armed forces 

recruitment drive for 
youth of PoJK displaced 
community.

The Lt Governor gave 
a patient listening to the 
members of the delega-
tion and assured them 
that the issues presented 
by them would be looked 
into earnestly for its 
redressal.

Delegation of 
S.O.S International 
calls on Lt Governor

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Additional 
Chief Secretary (ACS), 
Agriculture Production 
Department, Atal Dulloo, 
Saturday visited Seed 
Multiplication Farm, 
Chinore to review func-
tioning of the unit.

He was accompanied 
by Director Agriculture 
Jammu, K. K. Sharma 
during the inspection of 
field operations of Rabi 
crops.   ACS inspected the 
latest machinery being 
used at the farm like 
combines, seed drills, 
trans-planters, multi-
crop-threshers, tractors, 
potato planters, ridgers 
and offsets.

Dulloo directed the 
farm management to  
devise a strategy to mini-
mize the yield gaps and  
focus on up gradation 
of  the farm on modern 
scientific lines with uti-
lization of latest machin-
ery and area expansion 
under irrigation to 
explore the full potential 
for seed production.  He 
instructed the staff to 
work hard for achieving 
self sufficiency in HYV 
seed production of vege-
table/fodder in addition 
to cereal crops.

ACS emphasized that 
departmental farms 
must act as demonstra-
tion models in the field 
of latest production prac-
tices for the farmers.

Director Agriculture 
apprised the ACS of the 
developments made in 
the quality seed produc-
tion of crops at the Farm 
despite being located at 
vulnerable international 

border. He also informed 
that foundation and 
breeder seed of high 
yielding elite varieties 
of wheat, oats, mustard 
and pulses are being 
multiplied at the farm in 
the current Rabi season 
on an area of 2265 acre 
for further supply to the 
farmers during next rabi 
season.

Meanwhile, ACS visit-
ed the Hydroponic Exotic 
Vegetable farm at Marh 
established by Sajan 
Gupta, an agri entrepre-
neur. He enjoined upon 
the officers to promote 
such interventions on 
large scale by motivating 
the young entrepreneurs 
and creating good market 
linkages.

Dulloo also visited a 
private Hi-Tech Kisan 
Silage Unit Gajansoo 
located near SM Farm 
Chinore which is the big-
gest unit of J&K UT pro-
ducing more than 7000 
tonnes of high quality 
silage. Director Agricul-
ture Jammu also briefed 
the ACS about the prog-
ress on establishment 
of Centre of Excellence 
(CoE) under Indo-Dutch 
Project for Potato Seed 
production

Joint Director Inputs, 
A. S. Reen, Joint Director 
Apiculture & Mushrooms 
R. K. Hitaishi, JD Farms, 
Vivek Kolhi, Assistant 
Agriculture Chem-
ist, Pradeep Sharma, 
Assistant Agrosotolo-
gist, Varinder Ambard-
har, Farm Manager 
SMF Chinore, Kuldeep 
Raj, PDO, Narinder Pal 
Singh besides others also 
accompanied the ACS.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:- The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Sri-
nagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad Saturday chaired a 
meeting of Officers, rep-
resentatives of Beacon 
and NHAI working on 
part of Srinagar Ring 
Road project at Ram-
birgarh-Pratabgarh, Slip 
Roads, Srinagar Narbal 
Road & Loops at Lasjan 
Intersection here at Con-

ference Hall of DC Office 
Complex to resolve land 
issues of major develop-
mental projects taken up 
to improve Highway con-
nectivity in District.

At the outset, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
was given first hand 
appraisal about the 
progress of work on 
Srinagar-Baramulla-
Uri(NH-1) KM-16+500 
to 17+400 section of 
Srinagar Ring Road 
project at Rambirgarh-
Pratabgarh involving 57 
kanals and 12 marlas of 
land acquired under the 
Project.

After holding a 
detailed discussion on the 
matter, the DC asked for 
constituting a Committee 
comprising the Officers 
of Sericulture, Social For-
estry, Beacon and its con-
sultant to assess the cost 
of trees on the acquired 
land. The Committee 
shall submit the report 
within a week’s time so 

that necessary compen-
sation in respect of trees 
is given to the affected 
to accelerate the pace of 
work on the project.  

While reviewing the 
present status of con-
struction of Slip Roads 
and Loops for smooth 
flow of traffic at Lasjan 
intersection, the DC was 
informed that the struc-
ture estimate received 
from Superintending 
Engineer PWD(R&B) 
Circle Srinagar/Budgam 
has been forwarded to 
Project Director NHAI.

 The DC was further 
informed that estimates 
for left out land and left 
out structures coming 
in the Project have also 
been received from 
Superintending Engi-
neer PWD(R&B) Circle 
Srinagar/Budgam and 
forwarded to NHAI for 
its authentication.

 On the occasion, the 
DC asked the NHAI to 
speed up the process 
at their end in order to 
ensure time bound execu-
tion of works.

On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
directed the Officers and 
concerned executing 
agencies to speed up the 
pace of works being car-
ried out on the projects 
and complete them under 
set timelines. He called 
upon them to ensure all 
major developmental 
projects are carried with-
out any further delay for 
the larger public interest.  

The DC said that the 
projects are of immense 
public importance and 
are being strictly moni-
tored by higher authori-
ties for the earliest com-
pletion. He said timely 
completion of these 
projects will prove help-
ful towards overcoming 
traffic jams and improv-
ing road connectivity to 
ensure smooth plying of 
traffic on the highway.

The meeting was 
attended by Chief Plan-
ning Officer, Srinagar, 
Collector PWD, Tehsildar 
Shalteng, Tehsildar, Pan-
thchowk, Project Direc-
tor NHAI, Deputy Officer 
Commanding Beacon and 
other concerned.

DC Srinagar reviews 
progress of works on 
Highway Projects 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: To give 
impetus to the prog-
ress towards Measles-
Rubella Elimination in 
the district, a meeting 
of District Task Force 
(DTF) was held Saturday 
at DC Office here under 
the Chairmanship of the 
Deputy Commissioner 
Baramulla, Dr Syed Seh-
rish Asgar.

During the meeting, a 
detailed discussion was 
held  regarding imple-
mentation of road map 
formulated by the Gov-
ernment for Measles, 
Rubella elimination from 
the country by 2023.

On the occasion, the 
DC said that our district 
has adequate healthcare 
infrastructure to manage 
the universal immuniza-
tion programme and 
surveillance activities to 
achieve the target.

The DC urged upon 
the Health functionaries 
of the district to take all 
possible measures and 
give focused attention 
towards the Measles, 
Rubella elimination in 
the District.

Dr Syed Sehrish 
stressed on active par-
ticipation of educational 
institutions in spreading 
awareness and sensitiz-
ing students about the 
infection of Measles and 
Rubella. She urged the 
officers to adopt the multi 
pronged interventions to 

identify the target at the 
right time to arrest the 
disease at the right time.

The DC also high-
lighted the importance 
of acquiring complete 
knowledge about the 
preventive measures of 
Measles-Rubella disease, 
and asked the officers 
to identify the target 
groups, conduct surveys 
and prepare separate 
plans for vulnerable 
groups.

She further asked 
them to put in a com-
mitted effort in order to 
achieve the objective of 
the campaign i.e to rapid-
ly build up immunity for 
both Measles and Rubella 
diseases and ensure that 
all the children should 
receive MR vaccine 
during the campaign.

Meanwhile, the DC 
also reviewed the quar-
terly performance of 
District Quality Assur-
ance committee. She 
asked for disseminating 
the quality assurance 
guidelines and tools 
and methodology to be 
followed at District and 
sub district level.

Joint Director Plan-
ning M Yousuf Rather, 
Chief Medical officer 
Baramulla Dr Bashir 
Ahmad Malik, Chief Edu-
cation officer Baramulla 
Balbir Singh Raina, Dy 
CMO  Dr Jozy Bashir, 
Block Medical officers, 
Senior Doctors were 
present in the meeting.

DC Baramulla chairs 
meeting of DTF on Measles-
Rubella elimination
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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R
amadhan is the month of 
abundance and mercy. It 
is the best time for Mus-
lims to pray and repent 
from sins. This month 

gives a chance to quit all the bad 
habits and start a good life. People 
who are indulged in crimes can 
correct themselves in this sacred 
month. Muslims can improve their 
actions so that they can find a place 
in Jannah. Ramadhan brings lots 
of happiness and peace to the lives 
of people. People in the valley have 
great enthusiasm and love for the 
month of Ramadhan. They prepare 
themselves and make arrangements 
for this month. The Muslim families 
make delicious dishes for sehri and 
iftiyari. Dates, sharbat, and fruits 
are required to break the fast. Rice 
and non-veg is consumed in large 
quantities. Where wealthy Muslims 
prepare grand iftiyari, the poor 
people have not a single bread to 
eat. Some people have the courage 
to ask for food but some families feel 
shame to beg. There are neighbors 
and relatives around us who have 
nothing to eat during the month of 
Ramadhan. The below-poverty-line 
families have no source of income. 
In this sacred month, they are not 
in a position to feed their families. 
They feel so sad and helpless. In this 
sacred month, it is the responsibility 
of shopkeepers to keep discounts for 
groceries so that the poor man can 
buy them. The Muslim communities 
must come forward to help needy 
people including orphans and the 
handicapped. The people in societ-
ies must distribute packets of food 
to needy people. Moreover, the elite 
classes must give bigger charities to 
help people. The LG administration 
must direct the concerned authori-
ties to provide food in the month of 
Ramadhan. It must make sure that 
no single person sleeps without food 
during the month of Ramadhan. This 
will win the trust of the Muslim com-
munity and improve the relations 
between people and the present Gov-
ernment.

RAMADHAN - 
THE MONTH 
OF GIVING

BALANCING EFFICIENCY AND ACCURACY IN EDUCATION

POLLUTION PERVADES: UNDERSTANDING 
THE CAUSES AND SOLUTIONS

Book Review

AUBAID AKHOON

"OMR-based exams may be effi-
cient, but subjective exams provide 

a more comprehensive assessment of 
student learning."

A
ssessments are a critical 
component of education, 
providing valuable insights 
into student learning and 
informing teaching practic-

es. However, choosing the right assess-
ment method can be challenging, with 
various factors to consider, including 
efficiency, accuracy, and the nature of 
the subject matter.

One popular assessment method is 
OMR-based exams, which rely on multi-
ple-choice questions and automated scan-
ning to reduce grading time and costs. 
OMR-based exams are an efficient way 
to assess knowledge in subjects such as 
math and science, where there are clear 
right and wrong answers. However, they 
may not be suitable for assessing high-
er-order thinking skills or the ability to 
communicate effectively.

In contrast, subjective exams require 
students to provide detailed responses, 
demonstrating their understanding of 
complex concepts and critical thinking 
skills. While these exams may be more 
time-consuming to grade, they provide 

a more comprehensive assessment of 
student learning in subjects such as lit-
erature, philosophy, and social sciences.

So, how can educators balance effi-
ciency and accuracy when choosing an 
assessment method? The key is to consid-
er the learning objectives and the nature 
of the subject matter. For example, OMR-
based exams may be suitable for assess-
ing basic knowledge and understanding, 

while subjective exams may be more 
appropriate for assessing higher-order 
thinking skills and complex concepts.

Moreover, educators should con-
sider the limitations of each assess-
ment method. OMR-based exams may 
be subject to human error during the 

design phase, leading to poorly written 
questions or answer choices. Addition-
ally, subjective exams may be subject 
to grading biases, requiring additional 
checks and balances to ensure fairness 
and objectivity.

To ensure the accuracy and effective-
ness of assessments, educators should 
consider using a combination of assess-
ment methods, including both OMR-

based and subjective exams. By balanc-
ing efficiency and accuracy, educators 
can provide a well-rounded assessment of 
student learning, supporting their devel-
opment and growth.

Bottom line: choosing the right assess-
ment method is critical for ensuring 

effective education. While OMR-based 
exams offer efficiency and cost-effective-
ness, subjective exams provide a more 
comprehensive assessment of student 
learning. By carefully considering the 
learning objectives and subject matter, 
educators can balance efficiency and 
accuracy, providing valuable insights 
into student learning and supporting 
their academic growth.

"Using a combination of assessment 
methods can provide a well-rounded 

assessment of student learning."

The author can be mailed at 
akhoon.aubaid@gmail.com

KHURSHEED AHMED RATHER

"Pollution is nothing but the 
resources we are not harvesting. We 
allow them to disperse because we’ve 

been ignorant of their value.” 
– R. Buckminster Fuller

T
his quote highlights the idea 
that pollution is not just a 
problem in and of itself, but 
also a symptom of our failure 
to properly value and utilize 

our resources. If we were more mindful 
of the value of our natural resources and 

took steps to harvest and utilize them 
in sustainable ways, we could prevent 
much of the pollution that plagues our 
planet. Pollution is the insidious accu-
mulation of pernicious effects that inflict 
harm upon all aspects of society, includ-
ing humans, plants, and animals. Our 
society is culpable for polluting the envi-
ronment in multifarious ways, such as 

household waste, polythene, and exces-
sive use of pesticides in agriculture, 
which can be pernicious for the environ-
ment. Pollution touches every corner of 
the planet, imperiling our health through 
the food we eat, the water we drink, and 
the air we breathe.The sources and types 
of pollution are exceedingly diverse, as 
are the solutions to combat them. Haz-
ardous chemicals in paints, cleaning 
compounds, dyes, electronic products, 
and numerous other household substanc-
es can cause pollution if not managed 
appropriately. Ecosystem functions are 
also at risk.

Air pollution is a significant concern 
caused by indoor air pollution from the 
use of solid fuels for cooking at home and 
outdoor pollution resulting from burn-
ing fossil fuels, forest fires, and burning 
waste. Tobacco smoke also contributes to 
air pollution, leading to respiratory and 
heart diseases in humans,and even lung 
cancer. Air pollution is also suspended 
in water bodies, endangering aquatic life 
and forcing animals to leave their habi-
tats and move to new places.

To control air pollution, filters for 
chimneys in homes and factories can be 
used. It is also essential to avoid products 
that use chemicals or have a strong smell, 
such as paint or perfume, and to plant 
trees to release oxygen.Water is a vital 
resource for all life on Earth, and water 
pollution can cause health problems in 
humans, such as cancer or cardiovascu-

lar diseases. Water pollution occurs when 
a body of water becomes contaminated, 
usually by chemicals or microorganisms, 
making it toxic to humans and the envi-
ronment. With the massive use of plastic, 
it is estimated that 4.8-12.7 million tons 
of waste enter the ocean every year. Gar-
bage from people discarding used items 
such as food packages is washed into the 
sea by rivers. Water pollution has severe 
effects on human health and well-being, 
and steps must be taken to reduce water 
pollution and protect the quality of our 
drinking water.

To control water pollution, boiling 
water is an effective way to purify it. 
Avoid pouring cooking fat or any other 
fat, oil or grease down the sink and use 
only minimal amounts of soap and/or 
bleach when washing clothes or dishes. 
Only run the dishwasher or washing 
machine when you have a full load, min-
imize the use of pesticides, herbicides, 
fertilizers, and do not dispose of these 
chemicals motor oil, or other automotive 
fluids into the sanitary sewer or storm 
sewer system.

Soil can be defined as the organic and 
inorganic materials on the surface of the 
earth that provide the medium for plant 
growth, making it an essential compo-
nent of the Earth’s ecosystem. Without 
soil, life for humans, animals, and plants 
would be challenging. Soil pollution 
occurs due to the discharge of hazard-
ous waste and sewage, unsustainable 

farming practices such as heavy use of 
inorganic pesticides, and strip mining, 
deforestation, and other destructive 
practices.When people do not dispose of 
their waste properly, it can end up in 
the soil, contaminating it and making it 
dangerous for plants and animals.

To control soil pollution, farmers 
should use the required amount of 
fertilizers and pesticides in the paddy 
field and avoid excessive use of them. 
Organic farming should be encouraged 
by using organic soil-friendly fertilizers 
and natural fertilizers. It is also vital to 
avoid deforestation and create awareness 
about the significance of proper waste 
disposal. Soil pollution affects human 
health in various ways, and we should 
take appropriate measures to combat 
it.Cleanliness, a virtue that mirrors faith, 
holds the power to transform our society. 
As denizens of this planet, we bear the 
weight of responsibility to maintain a 
pristine environment, for our actions 
impact the entire ecosystem. Neglecting 
our duty towards nature invites detri-
mental consequences, impeding our path 

to a wholesome existence. Hence, to lead 
a fulfilling life amidst our community, 
we must endeavor to uphold cleanliness 
and hygiene standards, for it is the cor-
nerstone of a healthy society.”

Author is pursuing B.A from Govt 
Degree College, Kangan. He can be 

mailed at qamir3672@gmail.com
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We are fully supportive of Sri 
Lanka's democracy, stability, 
economic recovery: India

Day is not far when AFSPA will be 

revoked in Assam: Shah

UNI

NEW DELHI: Amid the 
political turbulence in 
southern neighbour Sri 
Lanka, India on Tuesday 
said that it is “fully support-
ive of  its democracy, stabil-
ity and economic recovery” 
and that New Delhi “will 
always be guided by the best 
interests of  the people of  Sri 
Lanka expressed through 
democratic processes”.

 Ministry of  External 
Affairs spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi, in a statement 
in response to media que-
ries on the developments 
in Sri Lanka, also said that 
India has extended over 
USD 3.5 billion worth assis-
tance to Sri Lanka as part of  
its neighbourhood policy to 
help the island nation tackle 
its food and fuel shortage.

The statement read: "As 
a close neighbour of  Sri 
Lanka, with historical ties, 
India is fully supportive 
of  its democracy, stability 
and economic recovery. “In 
keeping with our Neigh-
bourhood First policy, India 

has extended this year alone 
support worth over US$ 3.5 
billion to the people of  Sri 
Lanka for helping them 
overcome their current dif-
ficulties.

 “In addition, the people 
of  India have provided 
assistance for mitigating 
the shortages of  essential 
items such as food, medicine 
etc. “India will always be 
guided by the best interests 

of  the people of  Sri Lanka 
expressed through demo-
cratic processes.”

On Monday, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa stepped down as 
Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
following weeks of  public 
protests. The day saw vio-
lence break out in the 
island nation as support-
ers of  Mahinda Rajapaksa 
attacked the anti-govern-
ment protesters, leading to 

injuries to many.
Later in the evening, 

protesters set ablaze the 
properties of  several ruling 
party MPs as well as a house 
belonging to Mahinda Raj-
apaksa. Sri Lanka is going 
through its worst economic 
crisis that has led to acute 
food and fuel shortages, that 
in turn triggered massive 
public protests and demands 
that the Rajapaksas go.

AGENCIES

GUWAHATI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday said that with the 
improved law and order 
situation, the day is not 
far when AFSPA will be 
revoked in Assam.

The Home Minister had 
on March 31 announced to 
reduce the disturbed areas 
under the Armed Forces 
(Special Power) Act, 1958 
(AFSPA) in three north-
eastern states - Assam, 
Nagaland and Manipur. 
The AFSPA is in force in 
Assam since 1990 and as 
per the Centre's announce-
ment, it was removed com-
pletely from 23 districts and 
it would remain enforced in 
9 districts and one sub-divi-
sion in Assam with effect 
from April 1.

After presenting the 
President's Colour to the 
Assam Police at a ceremo-
ny here, the Home Minister 
said that due to the con-
stant efforts of  the Centre 
and Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, almost all 
the extremist outfits have 
entered into peace agree-
ments and surrendered 
before the government. He 
said that the surrendered 
militants are being jointly 

rehabilitated by the central 
and state governments.

Highlighting the glorious 
history and achievements 
of  Assam police, Shah said 
that besides militancy, 
the Assam police during 
the past several decades 
has successfully tackled 
infiltration, border issues, 
drug peddling, smuggling 
of  arms, cattle and other 
contraband, poaching of  
rhinos, human trafficking 
and several other social 
issues.

He said, "During the 
Bangladesh liberation 
war in 1971 and com-
munal riots, the Assam 
police performed bril-
liantly and courageous-
ly." Shah said that when 
India got Independence, 
there were 8,000 Assam 
policemen and now their 
strength has increased 
to 70,000.  During the 
past seven decades, 886 
Assam policemen were 
martyred. "Assam police 
also very tactfully dealt 

with the inter-state prob-
lems," Shah added.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Assam Chief  Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
urged the police to work 
for the weaker sections of  
the society and appreciated 
their efforts in the decline 
of  militant activities in the 
state. "Hundreds of  cadres 
of  the eight militant groups 
have joined the mainstream 
and another 13 outfits are 
in dialogue with the govern-
ment," Sarma said.

UP govt to modernise over 

2,000 rice mills

Notify MP local 
body polls in 2 
weeks: SC

Launcher for attack on 

intel HQs recovered: 

Punjab Police
AGENCIES

CHANDIGARH:  The 
Punjab Police said on Tues-
day evening that as part of  
the investigation into the 
rocket attack on the head-
quarters of  its intelligence 
wing in Mohali, a number of  
suspects have been rounded 
up and questioned.

The launcher used in the 
attack has been recovered 
and all leads developed in 
the case are being pursued 
meticulously, an official 
statement said.

Taking cognisance of  the 
attack in Mohali on Monday 
night, Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann earlier in the 
day directed the Director 
General of  Police (DGP) to 
probe the entire incident 
thoroughly so as to get to 
the bottom of  the case.

Chairing a high-level 
meeting of  senior police offi-

cers, Mann said that nobody 
would be allowed to disturb 
the peaceful atmosphere of  
the state, adding that a few 
inimical forces are constant-
ly trying to foment trouble 
across the state, who will 
never succeed in their nefari-
ous designs.

Meanwhile, the DGP 
apprised the Chief  Minis-
ter that a few suspects have 
been taken into custody 

for interrogation so as to 
enable the police strike at 
the roots of  the unsavoury 
incident.

The Chief  Minister said 
the culprits behind this inci-
dent would be soon brought 
to book and handed down 
an exemplary punishment 
as a deterrent for other 
such anti-social elements 
to not commit such heinous 
crimes in the future.

UNI

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday told the 
Election Commission in 
Madhya Pradesh to notify the 
schedule for local body elec-
tions within two weeks with-
out reservation for OBCs.

The pro-OBC (Other 
Backward Class) parties 
are free to nominate OBC 
candidates for general cat-
egory seats, a Bench headed 
by Justice A M Khanwilkar 
said. The court directed 
the Madhya Pradesh State 
Election Commission to 
conduct the elections in 
around 23,000 seats.

 "For triple test compli-
ance. People must be gov-
erned by newly elected 
representatives, no provi-
sion for OBC as of  now, 
need notification. "Pro-
OBC parties are free to 
nominate OBC candidates 
for general category seats. 

Process of  delimitation 
and triple test compliance 
is complex, time consuming 
but conduct of  new polls is 
explicitly provided for.

 "Former need not detain 
the pending polls," the 
Supreme Court said. The 
apex court passed the order 
in the case of  pending local 
body polls in Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh.

 "We will be tagging both 
matters for further hear-
ing," the bench said.

It said all are obliged to 
have newly elected mem-
bers in all bodies before the 
five-year term ends. The 
incumbents cannot continue 
beyond six months beyond 
their tenure. The court 
asked the Election Commis-
sion to notify the elections 
in future well in time and 
warned that otherwise it 
will defeat the Constitution-
al mandate and go against 
local body governance.

AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: In a first, the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
will undertake the task of  
modernising over 2,000 rice 
mills across the states to 
ensure quality- control, so 
that the finished rice fetches 
a better price. The move is 
aimed at achieving the state 
government's goal of  self-suf-
ficiency in food and nutrition 
security, employment cre-
ation, and wealth generation.

According to Sorabh 
Babu, Commissioner, Food 
and Civil Supplies, the pri-
vate rice mills will be mod-
ernised and, in this regard, 
some mandatory provisions 
will be made by the govern-
ment. The department will 
soon hold a meeting with the 
UP Rice Millers Association 
and millers to encourage 
them toward the same.

Rice milling is the oldest 
and the largest agro-process-
ing industry in the country.

There are about 757 large 
mills having a milling capac-

ity of  4 tonnes per hour or 
more in the state, while the 
number of  smaller units is 
about 1,157 having less than 4 
MT per hour milling capacity.

The smaller scale mills 
are equipped with the tradi-
tional machine due to which 
the quality of  rice deterio-
rates and does not fulfill the 
norms and standards of  FCI 
(Food Corporation of  India).

With the upgradation of  
machinery, capacity build-
ing, and use of  modern tech-
nology, the government aims 

to produce high-quality rice.
For this purpose, the 

Department of  Food and 
Civil Supplies will motivate 
the rice millers and engage 
them in use of  technology. 
The government will soon 
set criteria in which empan-
elment of  those rice mills 
will be considered that use 
new machinery.

The government will not 
provide any funding for the 
same, but the rice millers will 
be suggested to take loans 
through MSMEs.

Cyclone Asani: Heavy rains in 

Chennai, 10 flights cancelled
AGENCIES

CHENNAI: With severe 
cyclonic storm 'Asani' near-
ing the Andhra Pradesh 
coast, heavy rains lashed 
Chennai and its suburbs on 
Tuesday.

Asani is expected to touch 
the shores on Wednesday.

Ten flights from the 
Chennai airport were can-
celled, including to from 
Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, 
Mumbai and Hyderabad, 
due to the heavy downpour.

Koyambedu, Anna Nagar, 
Choolaimedu and Nungam-
bakkam areas in Chennai are 
facing heavy rains and the 
suburbs of  the city like Alan-
dur, Madipakkam, Poona-
malle, Maduravoyal and 
Meenambakkam are record-
ing steady rains. Pammal 
area near the airport is also 
receiving heavy rains.

The India Meteorological 
Department has forecasted 

thunderstorms with light 
to moderate rains at Tir-
uppur, Coimbatore, Chen-
nai, Puducherry and other 
northern parts of  Tamil 
Nadu in the next few hours.

The Indian Coast Guard 
has already deployed 'ICGS 
Shaurya' and 'ICGS Sagar' 
for any contingency, includ-

ing rescue operations post-
landfall of  Cyclone Asani.

The Coast Guard has 
issued a safety advisory 
to ships and oil handling 
agencies for preventive 
measures.

Suburban train services in 
Chennai and suburbs were 
affected following the heavy 

rains as an object swept by 
the wind got entangled on the 
overhead power cable.

The Southern Railway 
in a statement on Tuesday 
said this external object 
that was swept in on the 
overhead power cable has 
been removed and services 
resumed.

BJP writes to 

NDMC to change 

names of Humayun 

Road, Akbar Road
UNI

NEW DELHI: Delhi BJP 
president Adesh Gupta on 
Tuesday urged the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) to rename roads, 
including Akbar Road 
after great personalities, 
stating that these were 
symbols of  slavery.

 In a letter addressed 
to the NDMC Chairman, 
Gupta proposed to change 
the name of  Tughlaq 
Road to Guru Gobind 
Singh Marg, Aurangzeb 
Lane to APJ Abdul Kalam 
Lane, Babar Lane to 
Khudiram Bose Lane, as 
per a copy of  the letter 
shared by him on social 
media.

Among others, Huma-

yun Road to Mahari-
shi Valmiki Road and 
Shahjahan Road to Gen-
eral Bipin Singh Rawat 
Road. Gupta's letter 
to NDMC comes days 
after he sent a memo-
randum to Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, requesting him 
to rename 40 villages 
in the national capital 
after great personalities 
from different walks of  
life.

 "We are now celebrat-
ing 75th year of  our free-
dom as 'Amrit Mahotsav' 
and in such a scenario, no 
Delhiite wants a symbol 
of  slavery in the national 
capital, including people 
from these villages," he 
had said.

PM condoles death 
of Pandit Shivkumar

PM pays homage to the 
heroes of 1857 mutiny

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday expressed deep 
grief  over the demise of  
noted Santoor maestro 
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma.

"Our cultural world is 
poorer with the demise of  
Pandit Shivkumar Sharm-
aji. He popularised the 
Santoor at a global level. 
His music will continue to 
enthral the coming genera-
tions. I fondly remember 
my interactions with him. 
Condolences to his family 

and admirers. Om Shanti," 
he tweeted.

 Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla too expressed grief, 
saying Pandit Sharma 
introduced to the world a 
rich culture and glorious 
tradition of  India. The Hin-
dustani classical musician 
and composer of  many Bol-
lywood film soundtracks is 
credited with popularising 
the Santoor globally.

 He died at age 84 in 
Mumbai. He was reportedly 
suffering from kidney relat-
ed ailments for the past few 
months.

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday paid homage 
to all those who were a 
part of  the events of  1857 
mutiny for their outstand-
ing courage.

 "On this day in 1857 
began the historic First 
War of  Independence, 
which ignited a spirit of  
patriotism among our 
fellow citizens and contrib-
uted to the weakening of  
colonial rule. I pay homage 
to all those who were a part 
of  the events of  1857 for 
their outstanding courage," 
he said in a tweet.

The Indian Mutiny of  
1857-59 was a widespread 
but unsuccessful rebellion 
against the rule of  British 
East India Company in 
India which functioned 
as a sovereign power 
on behalf  of  the Brit-
ish crown. It began as a 
revolt of  the sepoys of  the 
British East India Compa-
ny's army but eventually 
secured the participation 
of  the masses.

The revolt is known 
by several names like the 
Indian Mutiny, the Great 
Rebellion, the Revolt of  
1857, the Indian Insurrec-
tion and the First War of  
Independence etc.

Bengal govt should not discriminate among victims of violence: Dhankhar
AGENCIES

KOLKATA: West Bengal Gover-
nor Jagdeep Dhankhar said on 
Tuesday that the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC)-led state government 
should not discriminate among 
victims of  violence in different 
parts of  the state.

Speaking on the issue of  dis-
crimination among victims of  
violence, Dhankhar referred to 

the state government providing 
compensation to the family of  the 
victims killed in the Bogtui mas-
sacre on March 21, 2022.

"The family members of  each of  
the victims of  the Bogtui massa-
cre were given a compensation of  
Rs 5,00,000. However, the victims 
of  violence in other parts of  the 
state are not getting such 'healing 
touch'. The government should 
operate above political identities 

since that will malign the image 
of  the state," the Governor told 
mediapersons after meeting the 
state BJP delegation, who were 
accompanied by family members 
of  the victims of  the 2021 post-poll 
violence in the state.

Alleging that the family mem-
bers of  those killed in the post-poll 
violence are not getting justice, 
Dhankhar said he would take up the 
matter with the state government.

He also interacted with the 
family members of  the victims of  
the post-poll violence.

Earlier, the Leader of  Oppo-
sition in the state Assembly, 
Suvendu Adhikari submitted a 
memorandum to the West Bengal 
Governor. State BJP President 
and MP, Sukanta Majumdar and 
BJP's National Vice-President, 
Dilip Ghosh were also present on 
the occasion.

TMC's state General Secretary 
and spokesman, Kunal Ghosh said 
Dhankhar is misusing and giving a 
bad name to the Governor's chair.

"How could he allow the prem-
ises of  the Governor House to be a 
rally venue for a particular party. 
The BJP leaders who went there 
are all isolated from the masses 
and hence they have no other 
option but to use the Governor 
House for publicity," Ghosh added.

The conundrum of TB, 
tobacco use and NCDs 

in Asia Pacific

A
sia Pacific region had 
over 6.7 million new TB 
cases and over 883,000 
people died of TB in 2021, 

as per the latest Global TB Report 
of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The top 5 biggest risk fac-
tors that caused TB disease in 2021 
in Asia Pacific region were under-
nourishment (1.2 million new 
cases), tobacco use (502,000 new 
TB cases), alcohol (486,000 new TB 
cases), diabetes (234,000 new TB 
cases), and HIV (209,000 new TB 
cases).

PREVENTING TB RISK FACTORS IS ALSO 
TB PREVENTION

“Breaking the chain of infection 
transmission is one of the critical 
cog-in-the-wheel towards ending 

TB. Alongside making latest treat-
ment therapies of latent TB infec-
tion accessible to those who are at a 
higher risk of progressing to active 
TB disease, we also need to focus 
on stronger tobacco and alcohol 
control, diabetes prevention and 
care, TB-HIV collaborative activi-
ties, as well as ensuring food secu-
rity for everyone in the region. TB 
is preventable – but each of the 6.7 
million people who got TB disease 
in Asia Pacific in 2021, is a grim 
reminder that we could have done 
better to prevent TB,” said Dr Tara 
Singh Bam, Asia Pacific Director 
of International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 
(The Union) and Board Director 
of Asia Pacific Cities Alliance for 
Health and Development (APCAT).

If we are to end TB by 2030, we 
need urgent and stronger collab-
orative actions so that while we 
scale up TB prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment and care services to all 
those who need it, we also reduce 
(with a goal to eliminate) TB risk 
factors such as tobacco, alcohol, 
and undernourishment, prevent 
and reduce NCDs, among other 
vital steps to strengthen health 
systems.

LOCAL ACTIONS ARE KEY TO ACHIEVE 
GLOBAL GOALS

In many countries in Asia and 
the Pacific region, despite poli-
cies for collaborative activities 
between national programmes 
of TB, tobacco, NCDs, or food 
security, an alarming number of 
people have suffered due to active 
TB disease, and quite a significant 
number died. “At the local level, it 
is paramount for frontline workers 
and other local leaders who work 
on TB, and prevention of tobacco, 
alcohol, NCDs or undernourish-
ment, to join forces effectively. 
Local or sub-national governments 

have a critical responsibility to 
ensure forging of stronger partner-
ships between these programmes 
that address TB risk factors. 
Reaching out to every case of TB 
disease and those who need treat-
ment for latent TB is as important 
as reducing (and eliminating) risk 
factors that cause the disease,” 
said Dr Tara Singh Bam.

That is why sub-national gov-
ernment leaders (such as Mayors, 
Governors or Members of Parlia-
ment) of over 80 cities across 12 
countries of Asia Pacific who co-
lead APCAT had adopted a strong 
Declaration at the 7th Asia Pacific 
Summit of Mayors last Decem-

ber calling for stronger united 
action towards eventually ending 
tobacco, TB, viral hepatitis, and 
preventing the avoidable burden 
of non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs), among other decision 
points.

Tobacco use is one of the major 
risk factors for NCDs as a whole. 
Tobacco is one of the major risk 
factors for cardiovascular dis-
eases, chronic respiratory dis-
eases, cancers, and diabetes. One 
in six deaths by NCDs are related 
to tobacco. According to the first 

edition of the Tobacco Atlas (2020) 
for WHO Southeast Asia region, 
20% of deaths due to tobacco use 
occurred in the southeast Asia 
region which covers 11 countries: 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, DPR Korea, 
India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myan-
mar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
and Timor-Leste. With 26% of the 
world’s population in this region, 
it reported the highest prevalence 
of tobacco use (28%) amongst all 
WHO regions in 2020.

According to the latest Diabe-
tes Atlas, 1 in 11 adults (90 million 
people ) are living with diabetes in 
Southeast Asia alone. More alarm-
ing is that more than half of them 

are undiagnosed. Over 747,000 
people died of diabetes in 2021 in 
southeast Asia region with over 
US$ 10 billion spent on diabetes. 
In Western Pacific region, 1 in 
8 adults (206 million people) are 
living with diabetes with over half 
of them undiagnosed. 2.3 million 
deaths were caused by diabetes in 
2021 and US$ 241 billion was spent 
on diabetes that year in the region.

Studies have shown that poorly 
controlled diabetes presents a 
higher risk for latent TB infection. 
Prevalence of latent TB infection 

was 4.1% in people without diabe-
tes, 5.5% in people with pre-diabe-
tes condition, and 7.6% in people 
with diabetes. Alarmingly, it also 
showed that people with diabetes, 
with poor glycemic control (or 
diabetes control) were even more 
likely to have latent TB infection. 
For example, people with undiag-
nosed diabetes (who often have 
uncontrolled diabetes) had 12 per-
cent prevalence of latent TB infec-
tion; a rate 3-4 times higher than 
the general population. People 
with diabetes with high levels 
of fasting plasma glucose, a bio-
marker of poor glycemic control 
also had significantly higher rates 
of latent TB infection.

Tobacco use increases the risk 
of contracting TB, increases the 
risk of recurrent TB, and impairs 
the response to treatment of the 
disease.

“Neglecting TB risk factors are 
threatening to reverse the prog-
ress made in the fight against TB. 
Neither can we afford to wither 
away the gains made in the fight 
against TB, nor can we ignore the 
mountainous disease and untime-
ly death burden caused by TB risk 
factors. United responses on the 
ground are must,” said Dr Bam.

Latest TB diagnostics and full 
cascade of TB care services much 
reach everyone who needs them, 
and no one can be left behind if 
we are to end TB by 2030. No less 
important is to work committedly 
and collaboratively to reduce (and 
eliminate where possible) TB risk 
factors and strengthen health 
systems and other development 
indices.

Shobha Shukla and Bobby 
Ramakant are part of the edito-

rial team at Citizen News Service). 
Follow them on Twitter @Shob-

ha1Shukla or @BobbyRamakant
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NEWS

DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES, 
KASHMIR SRINAGAR

Subject:-Final Seniority list of Supervisory Pharmacist of Kashmir Division.

NOTIFICATION
DATED : 23/03/2023

Whereas, the 2nd tentative seniority list of Supervisory Pharmacist was prepared / circulated vide this office No: Est/ll/
NG/224/3356-84 dated 07.03.2023 for information of all concerned through their controlling officers with the remarks 
that objections if any with regard to the service particulars shown against each should reach to this Directorate within 07 
days from the date of issuance of this circular.
Whereas, the said seniority list was made available in official website of this Directorate www.dhskashmir.org.in.
Whereas, no representation has been received by this Directorate within stipulated period even till date.
Now therefore, Final seniority list of Supervisory Pharmacists 2210 Divisional Cadre is hereby prepared / circulated 
amongst all concerned through their controlling officer for information. The final seniority list is also made available on 
the official website of this Directorate www.dhskashmir.org.in:

S.No Name of the Pharmacist D.O.B
D.O.1st 

Appointment
D.0 Promotions as 
Senior Pharmacist

Date of promotion as 
Supervisory Pharmacist

Place of posting

1 Rafiq Ahmad Shah 01.04.1964 26.08.1982 - 25.05.2007
SDH Kralpora Head Pharma-
cist an OPG w.e.f 28.02.2009

2 Pupinder Singh 31.03.1963 07.11.1987 - 20.05.2008 Gousia Hospital Srinagar
3 Khurshhed Ahmad Shah 03.03.1966 07.06.1988 25.05.2007 - 03.01.2019 Block Kralpora
4 Ashiq Rasool 12.04.1968 07.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Wanganpora
5 Tasleema Jan 03.10.1965 08.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Barzulla
6 Syed Shabir Gowhar 17.06.1966 08.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 GMC Baramulla
7 Seerat Ahmad 08.04.1964 09.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 BI.Nagam
8 Showket Ali Bhat 23.08.1965 09.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 MAC Office
9 Bashir Ahmad Malik 04.04.1967 09.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 District Srinagar
10 Shiraz Ahmad Dar 08.05.1964 09.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 CMO Srinagar
11 Mohd.Tariq Hussain 11.03.1964 11.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Batamaloo
12 Nissar Ahmad Bhat 07.05.1964 11.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Panthachowk
13 Gh.Nabi Sheikh 01.04.1965 11.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Block Langate
14 Ab. Qayoom Zargar 01.04.1964 13-06-1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Block Zachaldhara
15 Mohd Sadiq Sheikh 12.12.1964 13.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 SDH Tangmarg
16 Mohd Afzal Mir 31.03.1965 13.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Block Kralpora
17 Syed Zakir Hussain 15.08.1966 13.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Ashpora
18 M.Amin Wani 29.06.1967 13.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Monbal
19 Abdul Rehman Dar 25.03.1963 14.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Nehama
20 Ghulam Qadir Bhat 12.08.1963 15.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Behnipora
21 Gh.Rasool Bhat 15.04.1965 15.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 MAC Trengdian
22 Abdul Gaffar Dar 12.05.1963 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Sangum
23 Abdul Rashid Mir 04.01.1964 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Block Pampore
24 Nazir Ahmad Raina 05.08.1964 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl.Chadoora
25 Bashir Ahmad Ganie 20.03.1965 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Khag
26 M.Ashraf Bhat 07.04.1965 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl.Charisharief
27 Mohd Shafi Mir 22.05.1965  16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl.Chadoora
28 Ghulam Rasool Dar 01.01.1966 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 SDH Langate
29 Ghulam Mustafa Wani 04.03.1966 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl. Budgam
30 Ali Mohd.Bhat 01.07.1966 16.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Nowgam
31 Abdul Rafiq Tantray 12.02.1964 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl.Chadoora
32 Ridwana Akhter 16.03.1964 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 MAC Gundzafar
33 Abdul Khaliq Wani 01.04.1964 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 DTC Kupwara
34 Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat 15.04.1964 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl. Matri
35 Dilshada Akhter 07.02.1965 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 MAC Beehama
36 Mohd. Abdullah Baba 09.04.1965 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 MAC Nepora
37 Yasmeena Akhter 25.04.1965 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Shandoo
38 Mohd Iqbal Mir 02.02.1966 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 SHC DK Marg
39 Hamid-ullah Bhat 29.03.1966 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Block Rajpora
40 Ruby Jan 06.06.1966 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 DTC Anantnag
41 Fayaz Ahmad Lone 21.02.1967 17.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 AD Dubgah
42 Imtiyaz Ahmad Sheikh 20.03.1963 18.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 BI.Achabal n
43 Aijaz Hussain Khan 26.11.1964 18.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 SDH Magam
44 Shabir Ahmad Dar 11.04.1966 18.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 BLSallar
45 Syed Showket Ali 01.02.1967 18.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Hard Panzoo
46 Syed Seerat Hussain 06.11.1965 23.06.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 JLNM Hospital
47 Bashir Ahmad Dar 16.03.1966 20.08.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 JLNM Hospital
48 Mukhtar Ahmad Bhat 17.08.1968 14.10.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 NTPHC Chattergam
49 Muzaffar Jan 08.05.1963 05.11.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Bl Nagam
50 Shabir Ahmad Khan 04.03.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 SHCSingpora
51 Mohd Aslam Lone 01.04.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PM Store
52 Noor-ul-Amin 01.04.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 Block Pulwama
53 Reyaz Ahmad Shah 01.04.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 03.01.2019 PHC Drugmullah
54 Nisara Akhter 04.04.1965 18.06.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Akingam Anantnag
55 Mushtaq Ah. Sheikh 20-02-1967 10-09-1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Tujjar Shareef Sopore
56 Abdul Gani Mugloo 19.04.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Bakpora Anatnag
57 Ab Majid Lone 20.04.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Nagri Kupwara
58 Nazir Ahmad Shah 27.05.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHCTarathpora Kupwara
59 Mohd.Amin Bhat 04.12.1963 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Unisoo Kupwara
50 Mushtaq Ahmad Khanday 27.02.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 GMC Anantnag
51 Farooq Ahmad Tak 09.03.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Vessoo Kulg
52 Gh. Hassan Bhat 10.03.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 Block Achabal
53 Altaf Husaian Allie 15.03.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Nunar Budgam
54 Mohd.Maqbool Bhat 25.03.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Dadsari Block Tral
65 Nazir Ahmad Beigh 01.04.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Tehab Pulwama
66 Shayaq Ahmad Wani 01.04.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Barthipora Keller
67 Ab.Rashid Mir 20.04.1964 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Harie Kupwara
68 Masood Firdous 07.03.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 GMC Anantnag
69 Farooq Ah Ahanger 08.03.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Nowgam Srinagar
70 Hilal Azad Lone 01.04.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 SDH Seer Mattan
71 Abdul Rashid Yatoo 07.04.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 CHC Yaripora
72 M.Hussain Bhat 12.04.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Mehmoodpora Kulgam
73 Javaid Ahmad Baba 19.04.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 SDH Kokernag
74 Mushtaq Ahmad Dar 30.04.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Mattan
75 Ghulam Nabi Lone 01.05.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 Block Kunzer
76 Abdul Rashid Dar 01.05.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 DTC Pulwama
77 Khursheed Hussain 04.05.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Laloo Srinagar
78 GulTameed Bhat 18.05.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 DH Handwara
79 Bashir Ahmad Khan 25.06.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Kakroosa
80 Mohd.Ashraf Shah 25.08.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Lassipora Khag
81 Mohd Mushtaq Lone 08.09.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHCAwoora Kupwara
82 Manzoor Ahmad Ganie 15.09.1965 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Kandiwara Anantnag
83 Gh. Mohd. Bhat 16-02-1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Dooru Block Sopore 
84 Bashir Ahmad Wani 22.02.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Sagam Anantnag
85 Ali Mohd.Lone 08.03.1966 18.11.1988  25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Verinag
86 Fayaza Akhter 28.03.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Ranipora
87 Vakil Ahmad Sheikh 01.04.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Behibagh Kulgam
88 Mehraj Din Najar 05.04.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 DTC Srinagar
89 Fayaz Ahmad Bhat 10.04.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Gulzarpora Pulwama
90 Abdul Rashid Bhat 15.04.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Lajora Pampore
91 Mohd.Yaqoob Pandith 16.04.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Larnoo Anantnag
92 Mohd Afzal Bhat 19.04.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHCSalia Ang
93 Farooq Ahmad Bhat 05.08.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Konibal Pampore
94 Mohd.Yousf Rather 01.11.1966 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 CHC Aripal Tral
95 Nissar Ah. Mir 07.03.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Haquoora Anantnag
96 Mir Ashiq Hussain 11.03.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHCChogal Kupwara
97 BashirAh Sheikh 14.03.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Trehgam Kupwara
98 Shafiq ur Rehman 11.04.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Pehloo Kulgam
99 Farooq Ah, Tali 15.05.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC Seriwarpora Kunzer
100 Abdul Ahad Sheikh 29.05.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 CHC Kralgund Kupwara
101 Nazir Ahmad Wani 01.06.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 SDH Dooro Ang
102 Nisar Ahmad Khan 05.06.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 J13.12.2022 PHC Ashmuqam Anantnag
103 Mohd.Yaqoob Bhat 06.06.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHC kelam Qazigund
104 Altaf Hussain 15.08.1967 18.11.1988 [25.05.2007 13.12.2022 Block Samboora Pampore
105 Shafiq Ahmad Dar 06.12.1967 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 SDH Tral
105 Shabir Ahmad Qadri 29.08.1968 18.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 Block Adlesh Anantnag
107 Gh. Mohd. Pandith 01-03-1967 20.11.1988 25-05-2007 13.12.2022 DH Handwara
108 Mohd.Ashraf Bhat 05.03.1968 20-11-1988 25-05-2007 13.12.2022 PHC Kandi Kupwara
109 Zaffar Ah. Dar 11.03.1963 24.11.1988 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 PHCSangerwani Pulwama
110 Mushtaq Ah. Shah 19.03.1963 28.03.1989 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 Block Hajin
111  Shabir Ah. Malik 31.12.1966 11.09.19891 25.05.2007 13.12.2022 Block Zainpora Shopian

No: Est/ll/NG/Sp. phw/Gen.224/4167-4195 Sd/-
Dated:23/03/2023 (Dr.Mushtaq Ahmad Rather)
DIPK-18838-22  Director Health Services Kashmir 
DT: 25-03-2023 Kashmir

SHAFSONS HAWAL 
BEREAVED

It is to inform that Haji  Mohammad Shafi Khan resident of 
Hawal, passed away on 25th, March, 2023 / 3rd, Ramzan 
-ul - Mubarak at his residence Rose Lane Botshah Mohalla Lal 
Bazar near Salfia Mosque. His congregational Fateh Khawani 
Shall be observed at his ancestral graveyard near Hakeem Shah 
Astana, Gojwara on 28th, March , 2023 Tuesday at 10.30 AM , 
and Taziyati Majlis shall be held at his residence.

FROM  SONS AND RELATIVES,
Contact Nos

8899058084, 9419019575, 9419421330, 
9419005176, 9419017186

9797977625, 7006271006

DHS, GDC Doda host debate 
competition on ‘Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan’

Kathua administration to host ‘Festival of Youth’ on March 27
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: District Admin-
istration Kathua is going to 
host “Festival of  Youth” on 
March 27 as part of its efforts 
to revitalise the district’s Youth 
Clubs. Deputy Commissioner, 
Rahul Pandey chaired a meet-
ing to finalise arrangements 
for the festival. The event aims 

to mobilise young people and 
provide them with support and 
sustainable self-employment 
opportunities under the Youth 
Club initiative of  Mission 
Youth.

The festival will include 
sports such as volleyball, 
kabaddi and tug of  war, as 
well as cultural events. Youth 
Volunteers of the district will 

be exposed to self-employment 
opportunities available under 
various government schemes 
and programmes.

Other highlights of the fes-
tival will include plantation 
drives, street plays, a mara-
thon, a cycle rally and counsel-
ling on the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan. There will also be 
awareness on self-employment 

schemes and programmes of  
different departments.

The event is being organised 
in collaboration with several 
district offices. Deputy Com-
missioner Rahul Pandey has 
directed these officers to work 
in convergence to make the 
event a grand success. The “Fes-
tival of Youth” will take place at 
Sports Stadium Kathua. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

DODA:  District Health 
Society and Government 
Degree College Doda organ-
ised a debate competition 
under the banner of  ‘Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan’ at 
Community Hall Doda Sat-
urday. The aim of  the pro-
gramme was to sensitise 
young people to the adverse 
effects of  drugs on addicts 
and society. The theme was 
Early Detection of  Drug 
Abuse and Post-Detection 
Management for Youth of  
the District.

The competition was 
inaugurated by District 
Magistrate, Vishesh Maha-
jan, who is also Chairman 
of  the District Level Com-
mittee of  Narco Coordina-
tion (NCORD).

Ten students from GDC 
Doda participated in the 
debate competition. Pawan 
Kotwal, Qurat-Ul-Ain and 
Minkle Devi of  GDC Doda 
secured the first, second and 
third positions respectively.

Vishesh Mahajan spoke 
at the event and emphasised 

the need for mass aware-
ness about the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat campaign to eradi-
cate the drug menace from 
society. He said that young 
people can play an active 
role in making society free 
from this evil.

The District Magis-

trate reiterated that the 
administration is commit-
ted to making the district 
drug-free and has already 
taken major steps towards 
achieving this goal. The 
District Police have inten-
sified their efforts to break 
the supply chain and con-

vict drug peddlers. He 
informed that drug testing 
kits will be introduced in 
educational institutions to 
detect addicts at an early 
stage. He expressed his 
firm commitment that no 
drug peddler will be spared 
or sheltered and all drug 
addicts will be rehabilitat-
ed and rejuvenated in the 
district.

The programme was 
attended by CMO Doda, Dr 
Hamid Zargar; Incharge 
Principal GDC Doda, Dr 
Aijaz Wani; DEPO Doda, 
Ayaz Mughal; Dy CMO 
Doda, Dr Om Kumar; Nodal 
Officer for Drugs Rehabili-
tation/De-addiction Centre 
GMC Doda, Dr Zia Showkat, 
faculty of  GDC Doda, doc-
tors and students.

Dr Zia Showkat also gave 
a detailed presentation 
on the causes and effects 
of  drug abuse, routes of  
administration and types 
of  drugs. He informed that 
250 patients/addicts are 
currently undergoing treat-
ment at their De-addiction 
Centre at GMC Doda.

DECC conducts 
awareness cum 
counselling sessions 
in Udhampur

GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR:  District Employ-
ment & Counselling Centre 
Udhampur organised awareness 
and counselling sessions at Govern-
ment Degree College Majalta and 
BDO Office Ramnagar. The sessions 
focused on career counselling and 
self-employment schemes such as 
Mission Youth Schemes and those 
run by other departments includ-
ing PMEGP, Handicraft, Handloom, 
Fisheries, Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry.

More than 300 unemployed 
youth participated in the pro-
grammes. Deputy Director Employ-
ment, Anshuman Singh, accom-
panied by Employment Officer, 
Imtayaz Ali and Career Counselling 
Officer, Navdeep Kour, encouraged 
the youth to take advantage of 
the self-employment schemes 
offered by different departments 
in Udhampur District.

DLSA Samba organises 3-day 
solid waste management 
awareness programme

Nehru Yuva Kendra Jammu hosts 
cultural competition for tribal youth

DC Kathua chairs NCORD Committee 

meet, reviews status of PSA cases

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SAMBA: Under the guidance 
of Chairman District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Samba, Sonia 
Gupta and Principal District & 
Sessions Judge, Samba, a three-
day awareness programme on 
“Solid Waste Management” was 
organised by Secretary DLSA 
Samba, Rekha Kapoor Nischal. 
The three-day “Solid Waste 
Management” programme 
which concluded on Saturday, 
was organised by DLSA Samba 
in collaboration with Municipal 
Corporation Samba and District 
Pollution Control Committee 
Samba at three educational 
institutions in District Samba.

Three events were held as 
part of the “Solid Waste Man-
agement” programme. The first 
event was held at Dogra Law 

College, Bari Brahamana with 
Jodhraj Kumar, Executive Offi-
cer of Municipal Corporation, 
Bari Brahamana and Naveed 
Choudhary, Field Inspector of  
Pollution Control Committee, 
Samba as resource persons. 
The second event was held at 
Government Degree College 
Samba with Naveed Choudhary 
and Rameshwar Singh, I.E.C 
Head of Municipal Corporation 
Samba as resource persons and 
Vishal Sharma, Panel Advo-
cate of DLSA Samba conduct-
ing the proceedings. The third 
event was held at Government 
Degree College Ramgarh with 
Anuradha, Scientist A of Pollu-
tion Control Committee Samba 
as the resource person and 
Hitesh Sharma, Panel Advocate 
of DLSA Samba conducting the 
proceedings.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: As part of  the 
ongoing 14th Tribal Youth 
Exchange Program, Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Jammu held 
a cultural competition for 
tribal youth. The program 
is organised by Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sangathan 
(Ministry of  Youth Affairs 
and Sports) in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of  
Home Affairs, Government 
of  India. 220 tribal youth 
from nine Naxal-affected 
districts in Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharashtra 

are currently on a seven-
day visit to Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The chief  guest at the 
event was Member of  Par-
liament in the Rajya Sabha, 
Ghulam Ali Khatana, He 
welcomed the tribal youth 
to Jammu and Kashmir and 
spoke about the govern-
ment’s efforts to improve 
conditions in Naxal-affected 
areas. He also praised the 
work of  Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Sangathan in organising 
programs for the develop-
ment of  rural youth.

State Director NYKS 
Jammu and Kashmir and 

Ladakh, Nisar Ahmed 
Bhut thanked Khatana for 
attending the event and 
spoke about the govern-
ment’s focus on providing 
opportunities for rural 
youth. NYKS is holding var-
ious awareness, cultural, 
vocational and sports pro-
grams across the country 
to involve youth in nation-
building activities.

The cultural event was 
judged by Vice Principal 
Government Girls Higher 
Secondary School Rehari, 
Sushma Rani; retired lectur-
er, Akram Khan and retired 
APS, Ravi Kant Sumbria.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

 KATHUA: Deputy Commissioner, 
Rahul Pandey chaired a meeting 
of the District Level Committee 
under the Narco Coordination 
Centre (NCORD) to review anti-
drug measures and the status of 
PSA cases. The meeting discussed 
issues related to drug addic-
tion and measures taken by law 
enforcement agencies to curb the 
problem.

Assistant Drug Controller, 

reported that out of 416 medi-
cal wholesale/ retail shops, 364 
have installed CCTV cameras for 
surveillance of over-the-counter 
drug sales. The DC directed the 
Police Department to ensure 
that CCTVs with DVRs in medical 
shops are functioning and their 
records can be used for proper 
vigilance.

The DC stressed the need for 
awareness drives and programmes 
to educate people, especially 
school and college students. CEO 

Kathua reported that awareness 
on the drug menace and its ill 
effects is being done in schools 
during morning assemblies.

To counter illegal transporta-
tion and distribution of drugs, the 
DC directed concerned depart-
ments to exercise enforcement, 
especially in private courier ser-
vices. The DC also called upon ASP 
Kathua to use decoy methods at 
vulnerable points across the dis-
trict to identify culprits involved in 
drug trafficking.
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We are fully supportive of Sri 
Lanka's democracy, stability, 
economic recovery: India

Day is not far when AFSPA will be 

revoked in Assam: Shah

UNI

NEW DELHI: Amid the 
political turbulence in 
southern neighbour Sri 
Lanka, India on Tuesday 
said that it is “fully support-
ive of  its democracy, stabil-
ity and economic recovery” 
and that New Delhi “will 
always be guided by the best 
interests of  the people of  Sri 
Lanka expressed through 
democratic processes”.

 Ministry of  External 
Affairs spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi, in a statement 
in response to media que-
ries on the developments 
in Sri Lanka, also said that 
India has extended over 
USD 3.5 billion worth assis-
tance to Sri Lanka as part of  
its neighbourhood policy to 
help the island nation tackle 
its food and fuel shortage.

The statement read: "As 
a close neighbour of  Sri 
Lanka, with historical ties, 
India is fully supportive 
of  its democracy, stability 
and economic recovery. “In 
keeping with our Neigh-
bourhood First policy, India 

has extended this year alone 
support worth over US$ 3.5 
billion to the people of  Sri 
Lanka for helping them 
overcome their current dif-
ficulties.

 “In addition, the people 
of  India have provided 
assistance for mitigating 
the shortages of  essential 
items such as food, medicine 
etc. “India will always be 
guided by the best interests 

of  the people of  Sri Lanka 
expressed through demo-
cratic processes.”

On Monday, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa stepped down as 
Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
following weeks of  public 
protests. The day saw vio-
lence break out in the 
island nation as support-
ers of  Mahinda Rajapaksa 
attacked the anti-govern-
ment protesters, leading to 

injuries to many.
Later in the evening, 

protesters set ablaze the 
properties of  several ruling 
party MPs as well as a house 
belonging to Mahinda Raj-
apaksa. Sri Lanka is going 
through its worst economic 
crisis that has led to acute 
food and fuel shortages, that 
in turn triggered massive 
public protests and demands 
that the Rajapaksas go.

AGENCIES

GUWAHATI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday said that with the 
improved law and order 
situation, the day is not 
far when AFSPA will be 
revoked in Assam.

The Home Minister had 
on March 31 announced to 
reduce the disturbed areas 
under the Armed Forces 
(Special Power) Act, 1958 
(AFSPA) in three north-
eastern states - Assam, 
Nagaland and Manipur. 
The AFSPA is in force in 
Assam since 1990 and as 
per the Centre's announce-
ment, it was removed com-
pletely from 23 districts and 
it would remain enforced in 
9 districts and one sub-divi-
sion in Assam with effect 
from April 1.

After presenting the 
President's Colour to the 
Assam Police at a ceremo-
ny here, the Home Minister 
said that due to the con-
stant efforts of  the Centre 
and Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, almost all 
the extremist outfits have 
entered into peace agree-
ments and surrendered 
before the government. He 
said that the surrendered 
militants are being jointly 

rehabilitated by the central 
and state governments.

Highlighting the glorious 
history and achievements 
of  Assam police, Shah said 
that besides militancy, 
the Assam police during 
the past several decades 
has successfully tackled 
infiltration, border issues, 
drug peddling, smuggling 
of  arms, cattle and other 
contraband, poaching of  
rhinos, human trafficking 
and several other social 
issues.

He said, "During the 
Bangladesh liberation 
war in 1971 and com-
munal riots, the Assam 
police performed bril-
liantly and courageous-
ly." Shah said that when 
India got Independence, 
there were 8,000 Assam 
policemen and now their 
strength has increased 
to 70,000.  During the 
past seven decades, 886 
Assam policemen were 
martyred. "Assam police 
also very tactfully dealt 

with the inter-state prob-
lems," Shah added.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Assam Chief  Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
urged the police to work 
for the weaker sections of  
the society and appreciated 
their efforts in the decline 
of  militant activities in the 
state. "Hundreds of  cadres 
of  the eight militant groups 
have joined the mainstream 
and another 13 outfits are 
in dialogue with the govern-
ment," Sarma said.

UP govt to modernise over 

2,000 rice mills

Notify MP local 
body polls in 2 
weeks: SC

Launcher for attack on 

intel HQs recovered: 

Punjab Police
AGENCIES

CHANDIGARH:  The 
Punjab Police said on Tues-
day evening that as part of  
the investigation into the 
rocket attack on the head-
quarters of  its intelligence 
wing in Mohali, a number of  
suspects have been rounded 
up and questioned.

The launcher used in the 
attack has been recovered 
and all leads developed in 
the case are being pursued 
meticulously, an official 
statement said.

Taking cognisance of  the 
attack in Mohali on Monday 
night, Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann earlier in the 
day directed the Director 
General of  Police (DGP) to 
probe the entire incident 
thoroughly so as to get to 
the bottom of  the case.

Chairing a high-level 
meeting of  senior police offi-

cers, Mann said that nobody 
would be allowed to disturb 
the peaceful atmosphere of  
the state, adding that a few 
inimical forces are constant-
ly trying to foment trouble 
across the state, who will 
never succeed in their nefari-
ous designs.

Meanwhile, the DGP 
apprised the Chief  Minis-
ter that a few suspects have 
been taken into custody 

for interrogation so as to 
enable the police strike at 
the roots of  the unsavoury 
incident.

The Chief  Minister said 
the culprits behind this inci-
dent would be soon brought 
to book and handed down 
an exemplary punishment 
as a deterrent for other 
such anti-social elements 
to not commit such heinous 
crimes in the future.

UNI

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday told the 
Election Commission in 
Madhya Pradesh to notify the 
schedule for local body elec-
tions within two weeks with-
out reservation for OBCs.

The pro-OBC (Other 
Backward Class) parties 
are free to nominate OBC 
candidates for general cat-
egory seats, a Bench headed 
by Justice A M Khanwilkar 
said. The court directed 
the Madhya Pradesh State 
Election Commission to 
conduct the elections in 
around 23,000 seats.

 "For triple test compli-
ance. People must be gov-
erned by newly elected 
representatives, no provi-
sion for OBC as of  now, 
need notification. "Pro-
OBC parties are free to 
nominate OBC candidates 
for general category seats. 

Process of  delimitation 
and triple test compliance 
is complex, time consuming 
but conduct of  new polls is 
explicitly provided for.

 "Former need not detain 
the pending polls," the 
Supreme Court said. The 
apex court passed the order 
in the case of  pending local 
body polls in Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh.

 "We will be tagging both 
matters for further hear-
ing," the bench said.

It said all are obliged to 
have newly elected mem-
bers in all bodies before the 
five-year term ends. The 
incumbents cannot continue 
beyond six months beyond 
their tenure. The court 
asked the Election Commis-
sion to notify the elections 
in future well in time and 
warned that otherwise it 
will defeat the Constitution-
al mandate and go against 
local body governance.

AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: In a first, the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
will undertake the task of  
modernising over 2,000 rice 
mills across the states to 
ensure quality- control, so 
that the finished rice fetches 
a better price. The move is 
aimed at achieving the state 
government's goal of  self-suf-
ficiency in food and nutrition 
security, employment cre-
ation, and wealth generation.

According to Sorabh 
Babu, Commissioner, Food 
and Civil Supplies, the pri-
vate rice mills will be mod-
ernised and, in this regard, 
some mandatory provisions 
will be made by the govern-
ment. The department will 
soon hold a meeting with the 
UP Rice Millers Association 
and millers to encourage 
them toward the same.

Rice milling is the oldest 
and the largest agro-process-
ing industry in the country.

There are about 757 large 
mills having a milling capac-

ity of  4 tonnes per hour or 
more in the state, while the 
number of  smaller units is 
about 1,157 having less than 4 
MT per hour milling capacity.

The smaller scale mills 
are equipped with the tradi-
tional machine due to which 
the quality of  rice deterio-
rates and does not fulfill the 
norms and standards of  FCI 
(Food Corporation of  India).

With the upgradation of  
machinery, capacity build-
ing, and use of  modern tech-
nology, the government aims 

to produce high-quality rice.
For this purpose, the 

Department of  Food and 
Civil Supplies will motivate 
the rice millers and engage 
them in use of  technology. 
The government will soon 
set criteria in which empan-
elment of  those rice mills 
will be considered that use 
new machinery.

The government will not 
provide any funding for the 
same, but the rice millers will 
be suggested to take loans 
through MSMEs.

Cyclone Asani: Heavy rains in 

Chennai, 10 flights cancelled
AGENCIES

CHENNAI: With severe 
cyclonic storm 'Asani' near-
ing the Andhra Pradesh 
coast, heavy rains lashed 
Chennai and its suburbs on 
Tuesday.

Asani is expected to touch 
the shores on Wednesday.

Ten flights from the 
Chennai airport were can-
celled, including to from 
Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, 
Mumbai and Hyderabad, 
due to the heavy downpour.

Koyambedu, Anna Nagar, 
Choolaimedu and Nungam-
bakkam areas in Chennai are 
facing heavy rains and the 
suburbs of  the city like Alan-
dur, Madipakkam, Poona-
malle, Maduravoyal and 
Meenambakkam are record-
ing steady rains. Pammal 
area near the airport is also 
receiving heavy rains.

The India Meteorological 
Department has forecasted 

thunderstorms with light 
to moderate rains at Tir-
uppur, Coimbatore, Chen-
nai, Puducherry and other 
northern parts of  Tamil 
Nadu in the next few hours.

The Indian Coast Guard 
has already deployed 'ICGS 
Shaurya' and 'ICGS Sagar' 
for any contingency, includ-

ing rescue operations post-
landfall of  Cyclone Asani.

The Coast Guard has 
issued a safety advisory 
to ships and oil handling 
agencies for preventive 
measures.

Suburban train services in 
Chennai and suburbs were 
affected following the heavy 

rains as an object swept by 
the wind got entangled on the 
overhead power cable.

The Southern Railway 
in a statement on Tuesday 
said this external object 
that was swept in on the 
overhead power cable has 
been removed and services 
resumed.

BJP writes to 

NDMC to change 

names of Humayun 

Road, Akbar Road
UNI

NEW DELHI: Delhi BJP 
president Adesh Gupta on 
Tuesday urged the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) to rename roads, 
including Akbar Road 
after great personalities, 
stating that these were 
symbols of  slavery.

 In a letter addressed 
to the NDMC Chairman, 
Gupta proposed to change 
the name of  Tughlaq 
Road to Guru Gobind 
Singh Marg, Aurangzeb 
Lane to APJ Abdul Kalam 
Lane, Babar Lane to 
Khudiram Bose Lane, as 
per a copy of  the letter 
shared by him on social 
media.

Among others, Huma-

yun Road to Mahari-
shi Valmiki Road and 
Shahjahan Road to Gen-
eral Bipin Singh Rawat 
Road. Gupta's letter 
to NDMC comes days 
after he sent a memo-
randum to Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, requesting him 
to rename 40 villages 
in the national capital 
after great personalities 
from different walks of  
life.

 "We are now celebrat-
ing 75th year of  our free-
dom as 'Amrit Mahotsav' 
and in such a scenario, no 
Delhiite wants a symbol 
of  slavery in the national 
capital, including people 
from these villages," he 
had said.

PM condoles death 
of Pandit Shivkumar

PM pays homage to the 
heroes of 1857 mutiny

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday expressed deep 
grief  over the demise of  
noted Santoor maestro 
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma.

"Our cultural world is 
poorer with the demise of  
Pandit Shivkumar Sharm-
aji. He popularised the 
Santoor at a global level. 
His music will continue to 
enthral the coming genera-
tions. I fondly remember 
my interactions with him. 
Condolences to his family 

and admirers. Om Shanti," 
he tweeted.

 Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla too expressed grief, 
saying Pandit Sharma 
introduced to the world a 
rich culture and glorious 
tradition of  India. The Hin-
dustani classical musician 
and composer of  many Bol-
lywood film soundtracks is 
credited with popularising 
the Santoor globally.

 He died at age 84 in 
Mumbai. He was reportedly 
suffering from kidney relat-
ed ailments for the past few 
months.

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday paid homage 
to all those who were a 
part of  the events of  1857 
mutiny for their outstand-
ing courage.

 "On this day in 1857 
began the historic First 
War of  Independence, 
which ignited a spirit of  
patriotism among our 
fellow citizens and contrib-
uted to the weakening of  
colonial rule. I pay homage 
to all those who were a part 
of  the events of  1857 for 
their outstanding courage," 
he said in a tweet.

The Indian Mutiny of  
1857-59 was a widespread 
but unsuccessful rebellion 
against the rule of  British 
East India Company in 
India which functioned 
as a sovereign power 
on behalf  of  the Brit-
ish crown. It began as a 
revolt of  the sepoys of  the 
British East India Compa-
ny's army but eventually 
secured the participation 
of  the masses.

The revolt is known 
by several names like the 
Indian Mutiny, the Great 
Rebellion, the Revolt of  
1857, the Indian Insurrec-
tion and the First War of  
Independence etc.

Bengal govt should not discriminate among victims of violence: Dhankhar
AGENCIES

KOLKATA: West Bengal Gover-
nor Jagdeep Dhankhar said on 
Tuesday that the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC)-led state government 
should not discriminate among 
victims of  violence in different 
parts of  the state.

Speaking on the issue of  dis-
crimination among victims of  
violence, Dhankhar referred to 

the state government providing 
compensation to the family of  the 
victims killed in the Bogtui mas-
sacre on March 21, 2022.

"The family members of  each of  
the victims of  the Bogtui massa-
cre were given a compensation of  
Rs 5,00,000. However, the victims 
of  violence in other parts of  the 
state are not getting such 'healing 
touch'. The government should 
operate above political identities 

since that will malign the image 
of  the state," the Governor told 
mediapersons after meeting the 
state BJP delegation, who were 
accompanied by family members 
of  the victims of  the 2021 post-poll 
violence in the state.

Alleging that the family mem-
bers of  those killed in the post-poll 
violence are not getting justice, 
Dhankhar said he would take up the 
matter with the state government.

He also interacted with the 
family members of  the victims of  
the post-poll violence.

Earlier, the Leader of  Oppo-
sition in the state Assembly, 
Suvendu Adhikari submitted a 
memorandum to the West Bengal 
Governor. State BJP President 
and MP, Sukanta Majumdar and 
BJP's National Vice-President, 
Dilip Ghosh were also present on 
the occasion.

TMC's state General Secretary 
and spokesman, Kunal Ghosh said 
Dhankhar is misusing and giving a 
bad name to the Governor's chair.

"How could he allow the prem-
ises of  the Governor House to be a 
rally venue for a particular party. 
The BJP leaders who went there 
are all isolated from the masses 
and hence they have no other 
option but to use the Governor 
House for publicity," Ghosh added.

Kashmiri women at UNHRC 
praise PM Modi, expose 
terrorism by Pakistan
GENEVA: Two Kashmiri 
women from Kashmir, who 
are taking part in the 52nd 
Session of the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva, 
have praised Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah for rapid devel-
opment in the Kashmir 
valley after the abrogation 
of Article 370 and Article 
35 (A) from Jammu and 
Kashmir.

In an exclusive inter-
view with ANI, Tasleema 
Akhtar said, “I am thank-
ful and grateful to PM Modi 
and Home Minister Amit 
Shah, who in the past 2-3 
years, have brought about 
development in Kashmir 
after the abrogation of 
article 370. Earlier, there 
were no such develop-
ments. And I think because 
of them unemployment 
will also be removed. I 
salute Indian government 
ideologues and the govern-
ment for giving them the 
opportunity to speak up for 
voiceless people.”

On being asked about 
Pakistan’s narrative on 
Kashmir in the UN, Akhtar 
commented that Pakistan 
need funds and for that, 
they keep on putting false 
propaganda in front of the 
other nations regarding 
Kashmir. She also said 
that she is from Kashmir 
and knew the condition on 
a grassroots level.

“Pakistan is the one who 
is disturbing the peace in 
Kashmir,” Akhtar said.

Tasleema works for 
women’s empowerment 
and rehabilitation of terror 
victims, whereas Bushra 
Majajabeen is a terror 
attack survivor.

Meanwhile, another 
Kashmiri woman, Bushra 
Mahajabeen, in an inter-
view with ANI recalled 
her incident when she lost 
one hand due to the terror 
attack.

In an exclusive inter-
view with ANI, Mahaja-
been said, “I have already 
said about myself and I 
also shared my story of 
2003, when I was very 
small. That year, some ter-
rorists suddenly entered 
our house and targeted my 
sister. I held one of the ter-
rorist’s riffles in order to 
save my sister, but there 
was another member of 
that terror group who was 

sitting right behind me, 
just shot me and I lost my 
one hand. And it is very 
difficult to work with one 
hand. My family has also 
suffered a lot.”

In the 52nd Session of 
the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, the 
activist from J-K said, 
“More families are expect-
ed to come forward, shar-
ing their experiences as 
stability and prosperity 
return to Kashmir.”

Further sharing details 
of the situation returning 
to normal in the Union 
Territory, the activist said, 
“As violence in Kashmir 
is on the decline and life 
returns to normal, there 
is a visible change in the 
attitude of the common 
Kashmiris.”

Also sharing the “tough 
times” her family had 

experienced before things 
changed for the better in 
the UT, she said, “For the 
first time, numerous Kash-
miri families have shared 
their inability to speak 
about atrocities committed 
by terrorist organisations. 
In 2003, my sister was bru-
tally killed by militants 
and I was shot multiple 
times. Life has never been 
normal since that day,” 
said the activist.

She added, “Today, we 
are willing to speak up and 
soon. We spend decades in 
anonymity. Out of fear of 
retribution by militants 
and existing patriarchal 
structures all these years, 
the information vacuum 
was exploited by giving 
false impressions on the 
developments in Kash-
mir.” (MILAP NEWS NET-
WORK)

China threatens US Navy after its 
warship’s action in South China Sea

Seoul: China on Friday 
reacted angrily to the pres-
ence of a US warship near 
the islands it claims in the 
South China Sea region, 
reported CNN.

“The actions of the US 
military have seriously 
violated China’s sover-
eignty and security and 
seriously violated inter-
national law,” Tan Kefei, 
spokesperson for the 
Defense Ministry, said in 
a statement.

China threatened “seri-
ous consequences” Friday 
after the United States 
Navy sailed a destroyer 
around the disputed Para-
cel Islands in the South 
China Sea for the second 
day in a row, in a move Bei-
jing claimed was a viola-
tion of its sovereignty and 
security, reported CNN.

“The guided-missile 
destroyer USS Milius 
broke into China’s Xisha 
territorial waters again 
without the approval of 
the Chinese government, 
undermining peace and 
stability in the South 
China Sea,” Tan said.

The warning comes 
amid growing tensions 
between China and the 
United States in the region, 
as Washington pushes 
back at Beijing’s growing-
ly assertive posture in the 
South China Sea, a strate-
gic waterway it claims vir-
tually in its entirety.

On Thursday, after the 
US sailed the USS Milius 
guided-missile destroyer 
near the Paracel Islands, 
China said its navy and air 
force had forced the Ameri-
can vessel away.

The “guided-missile 
destroyer USS Milius 

asserted navigational 
rights and freedoms in the 
South China Sea near the 
Paracel Islands, consistent 
with international law,” a 
statement from 7th Fleet 
spokesperson Lt jg Luka 
Bakic said, reported CNN.

The warship conducted 
what the US Navy calls a 
“freedom of navigation 
operation,” or FONOP, 
Bakic said, “challenging 
the restrictions on inno-
cent passage imposed by 
the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC), Taiwan, and 
Vietnam.”

All three claim the Para-
cels, known as the Xishas 
in China, a group of about 
130 small atolls, the biggest 
of which are home to Chi-
nese military bases.

The US statement also 
said the Milius challenged 
China’s claim to “straight 
baselines enclosing the 
Paracels,” meaning Bei-
jing’s claims to waters 
between the islands, even 
when those waters are 
outside the international-

ly recognized 12-nautical-
mile limit from a coast-
line for territorial waters, 
reported CNN.

China claims almost all 
of the vast South China 
Sea as part of its territori-
al waters, including many 
distant islands and inlets 
in the disputed body of 
water, many of which Bei-
jing has militarized.

Other claimants besides 
Taiwan and Vietnam 
include Brunei, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the Philip-
pines, which has seen a UN 
tribunal rule in its favour 
in a dispute with Beijing 
over islands in the Spratly 
group.

But Beijing has rejected 
the UN ruling and built up 
military bases on those dis-
puted islands in the Sprat-
lys – known as the Nansha 
Islands in China – as it has 
done in the Paracels.

Beijing regularly makes 
statements that any US 
Navy operations in the 
South China Sea inflame 
tensions and show that 

Washington, and its part-
ners who keep a naval 
presence in the waterway, 
are damaging the region’s 
security, reported CNN.

In recent years, the 
South China Sea has 
emerged as a major poten-
tial flashpoint in the Asia 
Pacific.

Not only does the stra-
tegic waterway hold vast 
resources of fish, oil and 
gas, but about a third of 
global shipping passes 
through it worth about 
USD 3.4 trillion in 2016, 
according to the Center for 
Strategic and Internation-
al Studies’ (CSIS) China 
Power Project, reported 
CNN.

China also conducts 
regular military exercises 
in much of the South China 
Sea and maintains a large 
presence of coast guard 
and fishing vessels in the 
disputed waters  which 
has frequently stoked ten-
sions with other claim-
ants. (MILAP NEWS NET-
WORK)

Over 300 including PTI supporters arrested 
over Saturday’s violence in Pakistan

Pakistani politicians ignore Gilgit-Baltistan's 
problems, treat people like orphans

ISLAMABAD: Several 
government officials were 
among more than 300 
people detained by the 
capital police in connec-
tion with two separate 
cases filed over Saturday’s 
violence in the city during 
the former premier’s 
appearance at the Federal 
Judicial Complex (Federal 
Judicial Complex) in the 
Toshakhana case, reported 
Dawn.

According to police, 
332 people have been 
arrested in connection 
with violence cases filed 
with the Counter Terror-
ism Department and Golra 
police stations on various 
charges, including terror-
ism. During interrogation, 
they discovered a signifi-
cant number of govern-
ment officials among the 
arrested people.

Police officials said that 
the government officials 
are from various federal 
and provincial agencies, 
including provincial 
police, adding that during 
interrogation, it was 
revealed that they attend-
ed the PTI rally with party 
leader Imran Khan.

They claim that some of 

them are die hard support-
ers and activists of the PTI 
and its chief, and that they 
are also facing charges of 
violence on the occasion.

According to the police, 
they are also informing 
the departments of these 
arrested government 
officials with a request 
to take departmental 
and disciplinary action 
against them for their par-
ticipation in violence and 
appearance in the mob 
gathering against the gov-
ernment, reported Dawn.

Furthermore, while 
examining the Safe City 
footage, more government 
officials were identified 
in the violence and rally, 

according to police, who 
added that these officials 
are being tracked down.

A number of overseas 
Pakistanis, dual nationals, 
and foreigners have also 
been arrested, according to 
the officers, who added that 
the embassies and high 
commissions of the coun-
tries where they are resid-
ing have been contacted in 
writing so that appropriate 
action can be taken regard-
ing their involvement in 
the violence.

According to the offi-
cers, a large number of 
natives from Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa and Kashmir 
were also arrested, and the 
native town police of these 

arrested individuals are 
being contacted to check 
their criminal records.

Separate teams are 
working to apprehend 
more individuals who have 
been identified through 
Safe City footage but 
remain at large, they said, 
adding that the identifica-
tion process through the 
footage is ongoing.

Police officers say 
investigators in the two 
cases are also working 
on identifying and trac-
ing those who supported 
the PTI on the occasion, 
including monetarily, by 
providing cars and other 
facilities and bearing other 
expenses.

Despite repeated efforts, 
officials from the police 
Public Relations Office, 
including PRO Taqi Jawad 
of the capital police, were 
unavailable for comment 
on the issue, Dawn reported.

Notably, in the violent 
confrontation, a contin-
gent of law enforcers and 
PTI supporters used anti-
riot gear against each 
other, with teargas shells 
lobbed by both sides to 
push the opposing side 
back. PTI supporters alleg-
edly pelted the police with 
stones while also lobbing 
petrol bombs, setting their 
vehicles on fire.

The Islamabad police 
filed an FIR, including ter-
rorism charges, against 
Khan and dozens of PTI 
leaders, according to 
Dawn.

In a tweet, the police 
accused PTI supporters of 
“incitement, arson, vandal-
ism and attacks on police”.

Police said, “As many 
as 58 police officers were 
injured during the violence 
and vandalism while 12 
cars, 20 motorcycles and a 
police chowki (checkpost) 
were set on fire”. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)

PAKISTAN: Pakistan's 
Gilgit-Baltistan has been 
fooled for the past 75 years 
as the political parties just 
play with the sentiments 
of people and fighting their 
federation's war, instead 
of giving attention to their 
actual problems, Pakistani 
vernacular media, Hima-
laya Today Edit reported. 
Gilgit-Baltistan gets grants-
in-aid like alms. Currently, 
the Developmental and Non-
Developmental Grant in Aid 
is Rs.18.48 billion, which is 
less than the budget allot-
ted to some districts of the 
federation. The vernacular 
media wrote further that 
despite this, Gilgit -Baltis-
tan are cursed and threat-
ened about stopping the 
funds.

The main reason for 
this situation is the politi-
cal leadership whether it is 
ruling or in the opposition. 
Both act as facilitators of the 
federation, and Islamabad 
used them as tissue paper, 
the report read further. Gilg-
it-Baltistan has always been 
treated like orphans. In the 
current situation, instead 
of fighting the federation's 
war in Gilgit-Baltistan, the 
need is to stand united for 
the rights and interests of 

Gilgit-Baltistan with the 
slogan 'Sab Se Pehle Gilgit-
Baltistan' as there is no 
other option than this.

Gilgit-Baltistan is ruled 
by the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf and the Himalaya 
Today Edit urged PTI and 
the opposition parties should 
stop fooling and playing 
with the sentiments of the 
people of Gilgit-Baltistan. 
Today, the condition of Gil-
git-Baltistan is very bad and 
its economy is on the verge 
of collapsing, the report 
said, adding that it cannot 
afford to fight the war of 
federation here. However, if 
the federation wants to fight 
its war in Gilgit-Baltistan, it 
should first give a written 
guarantee of safeguarding 
and protecting the rights 
and interests of the prov-
ince. Hence, 'Sab Se Pehle 
Gilgit-Baltistan's' slogan is 
the best and most effective 
idea to repair and recover 
our damages, according to 
vernacular media.

Not only economically, 
but Gilgit-Baltistan is also 
witnessing a rise in human 
rights abuses. While giving 
an intervention during the 
52nd Session of the Council, 
Nasir Aziz Khan, the central 
spokesperson for the United 

Kashmir People's National 
Party (UKPNP), said, "Our 
organization would like 
to draw your attention to 
the serious human rights 
abuses that are taking 
place in Pakistan and its 
administered Kashmir and 
Gilgit Baltistan. Human 
rights violations have been 
reported in Pakistan for 
many years, with a range 
of issues including extra-
judicial killings, enforced 
disappearances, torture, 
discrimination against 
minorities, and limitations 
on freedom of expression 
and assembly."

UKPNP Chairman, 
Sardar Shaukat Ali Kash-
miri, in his intervention, 
informed the UN Human 
Rights Council that Article 
(19)-1 of the International 
Convention on Civil and 
Political Rights guaran-
tees everyone the right 
to hold opinions without 
interference. "The people 
of Pakistani-administered 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, however, have not had 
this freedom since 1947. 
Pakistan is systematically 
violating the land rights of 
the people of Pakistan in 
its peripheries," he said. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

Iraqi, Indian NSAs agree to enhance 
defence cooperation, counter-
terrorism efforts: Sources
NEW DELHI: National 
Security Adviser of Iraq, 
Qasim Al-Araji is on an 
India visit at the invitation 
of his Indian counterpart 
Ajit Doval and both agreed to 
enhance defence cooperation 
and counter-terrorism efforts 
and strengthen security link-
ages, according to sources.

The National Security 
Adviser of Iraq, who is in 
India from March 22 to 25, 
also exchanged views on the 
recent developments in their 
respective regions, as per the 
sources. The visit of the Iraqi 
NSA is the first Cabinet Min-
ister-level visit from Iraq to 
India in the last seven years.

Iraqi NSA was earlier 
the Minister of Interior in 
2016-18. He has been the NSA 
since July 2020. Iraq has been 
the largest supplier of oil to 
India since 2017 accounting 

for almost 25 per cent of the 
oil imports. Iraq is India’s 
fifth largest trade partner 
(imports from Iraq: USD 
32.00 billion; exports: USD 
2.4 billion; total trade: USD 
34.40 billion). Opportunities 
for Indian oil and gas com-
panies in upstream, mid and 
downstream sectors are vast.

India organized an Arti-
ficial Limb Fitment Camp 
at Al Kafeel Hospital in 
Karbala in November-
December 2018 which was 
very well received. Pros-
thetic limbs/Jaipur Foot 
were provided to more than 
600 amputees on a char-
ity basis. A second camp is 
being planned shortly.

It is estimated that 
around 33,000 Iraqis travel 
to India, mostly for medical 
treatment (estimated to be 
fetching USD 170 million 

to Indian hospitals, second 
after Bangladesh).

There is a historical con-
nection between the people 
of the two countries. India is 
home to the second-largest 
Muslim community in the 
world, including a large 
population of Shias. A large 
number of pilgrims from 
India visit the Holy Shrines 
in Najaf and Karbala and 
Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jeelani 
in Baghdad every year.

During the visit, the Iraqi 
NSA visited Bharat Electron-
ics Limited and witnessed 
several examples of the 
‘Make in India’ initiative. 
The Iraqi NSA also inter-
acted with various Indian 
defence industry leaders at 
an interaction organized by 
the Society of Indian Defence 
Manufacturers. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK) 

Pakistan court extends Imran Khan’s 
protective bail in 5 cases till Monday
LAHORE: The Lahore High Court, 
on Friday, extended Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief and 
former Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
protective bail till Monday in five 
cases registered against him in 
Islamabad, including two for “van-
dalism,” ARY News reported.

The former premier had been 
granted protective bail in the 
five cases on March 17 when he 
secured protective bail in a total 
of nine.

In the court , the former premier 
arrived at the LHC in tight security. 
A two-member bench comprising 
Justice Tariq Saleem Sheikh and 
Justice Anwaar Hussain heard 
Imran’s plea and extended the bail 
till March 27.

During the hearing, Khan’s 
counsel told the judges that the 
PTI chairman was seeking protec-
tive bail in order to go to Islamabad 
where several political cases have 
been registered against him, 
according to ARY News.

Earlier on Friday, the LHC Reg-
istrar’s Office raised objections to 

two protective bail applications 
filed by Khan.

The former prime minister in 
his pleas stated that he wanted 
to appear before the investiga-
tion team in the FIRs registered 
against him and pleaded with the 
LHC to grant him protective bail 
fearing arrest. On Tuesday, the 
Lahore High Court (LHC) granted 
protective bail to the PTI chief in 
two cases, reported Dawn.

An FIR was registered against 
Khan at the Counter Terrorism 
Department (CTD) and the Glora 
police stations in Islamabad 
accusing the PTI chief and party 
workers of their involvement in 
attacking cops and creating a situ-
ation of unrest outside the FJC in 
Islamabad during the Toshakhana 
case hearing on March 18.

Khan arrived at the LHC on 
Tuesday around 1 pm. According 
to a Dawn correspondent in court, 
the ex-premier’s vehicle entered 
LHC through the Mosque Gate.

Fawad Chaudhry, a PTI aide, 
party lawyers, and private secu-

rity guards accompanied the PTI 
chairman.

Khan has renewed his claims 
that his life is in danger, saying that 
the incumbent rulers wanted to kill 
him and that a “trap” was set up at 
the Islamabad Judicial Complex on 
Saturday during the Toshakhana 
hearing. Last year, the PTI chief 
survived an assassination attempt 
and blamed it on senior govern-
ment and military figures.

Justice Sheikh of the LHC 
also heard a separate petition 
filed by the PTI on Tuesday seek-
ing records of cases against the 
former prime minister.

The police presented a report 
in court during the hearing, stating 
that six cases had been filed against 
Imran Khan in Punjab. Three of these 
FIRs were filed at the Race Course 
police station in Lahore. In contrast, 
others were filed at the Sarwar Road 
police station, the New Airport 
police station in Rawalpindi, and the 
Madina Town police station in Fais-
alabad, according to Dawn. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK) 

Swiss banks may impose sanctions 
on secret Chinese accounts
BEIJING: Since Russia launched its 
special military operation in Ukraine, 
the Switzerland government has 
moved in to impose sanctions on 
Moscow and its residents by freezing 
their Swiss bank accounts and so is 
monitoring closely Chinese wealth, 
which could be the next target, Global 
Watch Analysis reported.

After an intel report came that 
China is considering selling weapons 
such as drones and munitions to 
Russia, the Swiss bank has started 
“closely monitoring” Chinese wealth.

China has become a possible 
threat to every country as the number 
of events came which brought the 
possibility of sanctioning China closer. 
Incidents like the Chinese Spy bal-
loons and the possibility of sending 
weapons to Russia. Even, US Secre-
tary of State Anthony Blinken has 
also warned China, saying it has intel-
ligence that Beijing will supply lethal 
weapons to Russia. At the same time, 
the US is also preparing to share intel-
ligence with its allies, according to 
Global Watch Analysis.

In one of the press conferences, 
Blinken warned China of the conse-
quences if Beijing is considering sup-
plying weapons to Russia.

While addressing a press confer-

ence here, Blinken said, “With regard 
to China and its support for Russia’s 
aggression in Ukraine, as we said from 
the start and… going back to the very 
beginning of Russia’s aggression was 
China engaged in lethal material sup-
port for Russia’s aggression or was 
engaged in systematic evasion of 
sanctions to help Russia that would 
be a serious problem for our countries.”

“When I saw senior foreign policy 
official Wang Yi (China)I raised with 
him our concern on information that 
Chinese is considering supplying weap-
ons to Russia, I said it would be a serious 
problem in our relationship with China 
and there would be consequences,” he 
added. The Swiss bank has not dis-
closed the size of Chinese assets in the 
country but the documents released to 
the International Consortium of Investi-
gative journalism in 2014 showed that 
at least 20,000 wealthy people from 
mainland China and Hong Kong own 
offshore companies involving high-
level Chinese “red-second generation 
families.” And five family members of 
the Politburo Standing Committee 
members own companies in offshore 
financial centres such as the British 
Virgin Islands and the Cook Islands, 
reported Global Watch Analysis. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE OF THE EXCISE COMMISSIONER, J&K EXCISE 
& TAXATION COMPLEX, RAILHEAD JAMMU 

Tel: 0191-2477977 & E-maii: excise.commr@jk.gov.in
Sub:  Selection of candidates for the post of Junior Assistants in Excise Department, advertised vide Notification No. 

04 of 2020 Dated: 14-12-2020 under item No. 122.
Ref:  Finance Department's Letter No: FD-ESTB/11/2023 Dated: 23-03-2023.

NOTICE
The following candidates who have been recommended by the J&K Services Selection Board for appointment to the post of 
Junior Assistant (advertised vide Notification No. 04 of 2020Dated: 14-12-2020 under Item No. 122), pursuant to letter No. 
JKSSB-PLAN/25/2022-03Dated: 10-03-2023 are hereby directed to submit their e-mail IDs and contact number details 
in the Establishment Section of the Excise Commissioner, J&K, Jammu in person or on the e-mail ID: excise.commr@jk.gov.in 
within a period of 21 days positively for uploading the same on the Employee Verification System (EVS), failing which it shall be 
presumed that they are not willing to take up their appointment as Junior Assistant in the Department and shall forfeit the right of 
appointment without any further notice:
Jammu Division:

S. No. Name of the candidate Father's Name Address Selection category
1 Pankaj Khajuria Pawan Khajuria Dharmal, Khajuria Mohalla, Jammu OM
2 Vishal Verma Roop Lal Ward No. 13, Vijaypur, Samba OM
3 Sushant Rana Surinder Rana H. No. F/75, Shiv Nagar, Behind A.G. Office, Jammu OM
4 Lakhvinder Singh Bhutyal Balwant Singh Dessa Bhagwal, Doda OM
5 Manjeet Singh Chander Parkash H. NO. 97, Ward No. 3 Inharra Balisa Doda SC
6 Navdeep Mathur Govind Kumar H. No. 9, Ward No. 7, Serballa, Udhampur RBA

Kashmir Division:
S. No. Name of the candidate Father's Name Address Category
1 Muzaffar Ahmad Yatoo Ghulam Nabi Yatoo Yatoo Mohalla, Chadoora OM

No: EC/Adm/Jr. Asstt (Apptt)/8263  Pankaj Kumar Sharma (JKAS)
Dated: 23-03-2023  Excise Commissioner,  J&K

DIPK-18773-22
DT: 25-03-2023

GOVERNMENTOFJAMMU&KASHMIR

JAL SHAKTI (IRRIGATION & FLOOD CONTROL) DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR
STANDARD BID DOCUMENT

FOR

Name of the Work 

1. The name of the Project is: Construction of toe wall in PCC/RCC, pitching in precast cement concrete blocks with RCC 
band on:-

Left side of River Jhelum at RD 58.45, 62.50, 63.20 & 68.50 km and Yarkand Sarai upstream Safa Kadal at RD 78.25 km.
Right side of River Jhelum at RD 68.50 km, RD 76.68 km and Down Stream Cement Bridge at RD 79.62 km.
2. Construction of Masonary Guide wall (R/W) on River Jhelum on 
Right side at RD 60.70 km 89.50 km and RD 89.55 km.                Left side at RD 61.30 km, 67.0 km, 68.70 km, and 78.42 km.
3. Slope stabilization using Geo materials on River Jhelum on
Right side at RD 58.50 kms                          Left side at RD 82.50 km.
“Comprehensive Flood Management Works on River Jhelum & tributaries- Phase II, Part-A”

Estimated cost (in Approved DPR) Rs.1328.22 lacs 
Bid Inviting Officer Executive Engineer, Irrigation and Flood Control Division,Srinagar.

Bid Receiving Officer Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (Irrigation and Flood Control) Department,Rajbagh, Srinagar, Kashmir, Jammu & Kashmir.
Phone/Fax: 0194-2311085     Email: ce@ifckashmir.com

 
FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION, SRINAGAR

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU&KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, Irri. & FLOOD CONTROL DIVISION,SRINAGAR
E-NITNo:40  Fresh of NIT 36 of 2022-23 Dated:18 /03 /2023

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, UT of J&K, e-tenders in two cover system are invited on item rate basis from approved and eligible bidders as defined 
in the SBD for the following work:

S.No. Title Details

1 Name of the Work

1. The name of the Project is: Construction of toe wall in PCC/RCC, pitching in precast cement 
concrete blocks with RCC band on:-

Left side of River Jhelum at RD 58.45, 62.50, 63.20 & 68.50 km and Yarkand Sarai upstream 
Safa Kadal at RD 78.25 km.

Right side of River Jhelum at RD 68.50 km, RD 76.68 km and Down Stream Cement Bridge at RD 
79.62 km.

2. Construction of Masonary Guide wall (R/W) on River Jhelum on 
Right side at RD 60.70 km 89.50 km and RD 89.55 km.
Left side at RD 61.30 km, 67.0 km, 68.70 km, and 78.42 km.
3. Slope stabilization using Geo materials on River Jhelum on
Right side at RD 58.50 kms 
Left side at RD 82.50 km.
“Comprehensive Flood Management Works on River Jhelum & tributaries- Phase II, Part-A”

2. Sourceof Funds/SchemeCode Central Assistance from Government of India, under Flood Management component of the “Flood Manage-
ment and Border Areas Programme (FMBAP)”, JK-2101.

3. EstimatedCost `1328.22 lacs 
4. Position of Administrative Approval Accorded vide Government order No. 149-JK(JSD)of 2022, dated: 14/07/2022.
5. Position of Technical Sanction Accorded by Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (Irrigation & Flood Control) Department, Srinagar.
6. PositionofFunds Budgetary Provision in action plan for the year2022-23
7. PeriodofCompletion 36months

8. CostofTenderDocument Rs.9000/- in the form of DD/Banker’s cheque fro many Scheduled Bank in favour of Executive Engineer,-
Flood Control Division, Srinagar

9. Website/portaladdress www.jktenders.gov.in
10. EarnestMoneyDeposit Rs.2656440/= (2% ofAdvertised Cost)
11. SelectionCriteria/EligibilityCriteria As defined in SBD of this work
12. PeriodofTenderValidity 180daysaftertheBidsubmissionenddate.
13. CriticalDates

a) Publishing date and timeof Tender amendments docu-
ments 22-03-2023 at 09:00 am

b) Starting date & time for downloading of tender documents 22-03-2023 at 09:00 am

c) Pre-bid meeting, SiteVisit and Clarification toTender 
documents

24-03-2023 at 11.00 am in the office of Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (Irrigation & Flood Control)
Department, Silk Factory Road,Rajbagh Srinagar, 190008.

d) Starting date and time of bidsubmission ( Cover No. 1& 2) 22-03-2023 at 09:00 am
e) Closing date and time of bid submission (CoverNo. 1 & 2) 28-03-2023upto12:00 pm

f) Date and time of bid opening (CoverNo.1online) 29-03-2023 at 11:00 am in the office of the Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (Irrigation & Flood Control) 
Department, Srinagar. 

g) Date  and time of bid opening  (CoverNo. 2online) Will be intimated online after completion of Evaluation of applications /documents (cover No.1)  

NOTE: THE E-CHALLAN/CDR/FDR AND ALL OTHER DOCUMENTS RELATED TO NIT 36 OF 2022-23 DATED 04/03/2023 SHALL BE CONSIDERED/ACCEPTABLE. 
HOWEVER  FRESHER BIDDER IF ANY SHALL BE FORMULATE NEW E-CHALLAN/CDR/FDR AND ALL OTHER DOCUMENTS AS PER SBD (Standard Bidding Document).
2. A pre-bid meeting will be held to clarify issues and to answer questions on any  matter that  may be raised  at that stage by the bidders.
3. Bidders must read page No:- 11to  19 and 28 to 45 properly before uploading of tenders.
4. (a) Bidders from outside Union Territory: -
 Bids must be accompanied with tender document fee (non-transferable /non-refundable) in the shape of demand draft drawn in favourof Executive 

Engineer Irrigation Flood  Control Division Srinagar(Tender Inviting Authority/Bid Inviting Officer).
 b) Bidders from Local entities: -
(i)  Bids must be accompanied with tender document fee (non-transferable /non-refundable) in the shape of e-Challan/treasury Challan/receipt in favour 

of Executive EnginerIrrigation  andIrrigation and Irrigation and Flood Control Division Srinagar(Tender Inviting Authority/Bid Inviting Officer) deposited in 
MH of Account 0702/0701-Rev. Misc.

(ii)  CDR/FDR/ shall be pledged to Executive Engineer Irrigation and Flood Control Division Srinagar/Chief Engineer I&FC Srinagar (Kashmir).
5. Deleted..
6. Key construction material to be used and arranged by the contractor for  execution of   workis given below;
a) Cement: 43 Grade OPC conforming to IS: 8112-2013 (Latest Version) as required in the work, from Reputed manufacturers of cement approved as 

currently displayed on cement information system online portal of the Ministry of Industry, Government of India, and holding licence to use ISI certification 
mark for their product. However final selection shall be based on design mix and approval of the Department.

b) Steel of all Sorts:Fe-500 Conforming to IS: 1786-2008 (Latest Version) from primary producers such as SAIL, TATA TISCO, JINDAL PANTHER or RINL only 
as approved by the Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India.

c) Structural Steel: Grade E250 or above Conforming to IS: 2062-2011 (Latest Version) from primary producers such as SAIL, TATA, JINDAL or RINL only as 
approved by the Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India.

7. Further details can be seen in bidding document available on website  http://www.jktenders.gov.in.
8. Subsequent Corrigendum/Addendum if any shall be published on above website.
9. The authority reserves the right to cancel any or all bids without assigning any reason.
No: I&FCD/Sgr/10940-60 Executive Engineer
Dated:18-03-2023 Irri. &Flood Control  Division
 Srinagar

DIPK-18847-22
DT: 25-03-2023

FM reviews PSBs' 
performance amid banking 
crisis in US, Europe

ISRO begins countdown for launch of 
LVM3 rocket carrying OneWeb satellites

AGENCIES

CHENNAI: The Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) on Saturday 
began the countdown for 
the launch of  its LVM3 
rocket carrying 36 satel-
lites of  the UK-based Net-
work Access Associated 
Ltd (OneWeb) scheduled 
for today.

"The countdown started 
at 8.30 a.m and is progress-
ing smoothly," a senior 
ISRO official told IANS.

During the countdown, 
the rocket and satellite sys-
tems will be checked, while 
fuel for the rocket will also 
be filled.

The Indian rocket LVM3 
standing 43.5 metre tall and 
weighing 643 tonne will 
blast off  at 9 a.m. from the 
second launch pad at the 
rocket port in Sriharikota 
in Andhra Pradesh carry-
ing OneWeb's final instal-
ment of  36 Gen1 satellites 
weighing 5,805 kg.

The satellites will be 
slung into low earth orbit 
(LEO).

The LVM3 is a three 
stage rocket with the first 
stage fired with liquid fuel, 
the two strap on motors 
powered by solid fuel, the 
second by liquid fuel and 
the third is the cryogenic 
engine.

The ISRO's heavy lift 
rocket has a carrying capac-
ity of  10 ton to theALEO and 
four ton to the Geo Transfer 
Orbit (GTO).

The upcoming rocket 
mission code named as 
LVM3-M3/OneWeb India-
2 Mission by ISRO.

Just over 19 minutes 
after the rocket's blast off, 
the process of  satellite 
separation will begin. The 
separation of  36 satellites 
will happen in phases.

The OneWeb is backed 
by India's telecom major 
Bharti Group and with the 
successful launch of  the 
satellites on March 26, the 
company will complete the 
global footprint of  its Gen 1 
constellation.

OneWeb has 582 sat-
ellites now in orbit. On 
March 26 the total number 
is expected to go up to 618.

By completing the 
constellation, OneWeb is 

taking a pivotal step for-
ward in delivering global 
coverage including India, 
the company had said.

The upcoming launch 
will be the 18th one for 
OneWeb.

The first batch of  36 
satellites was launched 
on October 23, 2022, from 
Sriharikota rocket port 
in Andhra Pradesh with 
the LVM3 rocket formerly 
known as Geosynchronous 
Satellite Launch Vehicle 
MkIII (GSLV MkIII).

ISRO's commercial arm, 
NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL) 
has signed a contract with 
OneWeb to launch 72 sat-
ellites in two phases for a 
launch fee of  over Rs 1,000 
crore, OneWeb Chairman 
Sunil Bharti Mittal had 

said last October.
OneWeb Gen-1 is a 150 

kg class satellite.A The 
constellation comprises 648 
individual satellites. Out of  
that 588 Active Satellites 
equally divided among 
12 planes operate at an 
altitude of  about 1200 km 
above the Earth's surface.

Each plane is separated 
in altitude by 4 km to pre-
vent inter-plane collision.

The payload is a bent-
pipe system operating 
in Ku and Ka band. The 
forward link receives Ka-
band signals from the gate-
way via the satellite Ka 
antenna. The return link 
receives Ku-band signals 
from the User Terminals 
(UTs) via the satellite Ku 
antenna, ISRO said. 

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Union 
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman chaired 
a meeting on Saturday to 
review the performance of  
Public Sector Banks (PSBs) 
on various financial health 
parameters.

The Finance Minis-
ter underlined that PSBs 
"must look at business 
models closely to identify 
stress points, including 
concentration risks and 
adverse exposures".

Sitharaman also exhort-
ed PSBs to use "this oppor-
tunity" to frame detailed 
crisis management and 
communication strategies.

During the review meet-
ing, an open discussion was 
held with the MDs and 
CEOs of  PSBs on the global 
scenario consisting of  the 
failure of  the Silicon Valley 
Bank (SVB) and the Signa-
ture Bank (SB) along with 
issues leading to the crisis 
in Credit Suisse. Sithara-
man reviewed the exposure 
of  PSBs to this developing 
and immediate external 

global financial stress from 
both the short and the long-
term perspectives.

After detailed delibera-
tions, the Finance Minis-
ter advised PSBs to remain 
vigilant about the interest 
rate risks and regularly 
undertake stress tests.

Sitharaman also said 
that PSBs "must lever-
age the full potential of  
branches opened in Inter-
national Financial Ser-
vices Centres in GIFT City 
(Gujarat International 
Finance Tec-City) Gujarat 
to identify international 
opportunities, includ-
ing prospects related to 
Persons of  Indian Origin 

(PIOs)".
The meeting was attend-

ed by Union Minister of  
State for Finance Bhagwat 
Kishanrao Karad; Secre-
tary, Department of  Finan-
cial Services (DFS) Vivek 
Joshi; and MDs and CEOs 
of  PSBs.

The Finance Minister 
emphasised on prepared-
ness along with due dili-
gence through adherence 
to the regulatory frame-
work by focusing on risk 
management, diversifica-
tion of  deposits and assets 
base.

The MDs and CEOs of  
PSBs apprised the Finance 
Minister that they follow 

"best" corporate gover-
nance practices, adhere to 
regulatory norms, ensure 
prudent liquidity manage-
ment and continue to focus 
on having robust asset-
liability and risk manage-
ment.

Further, they also 
informed Sitharaman 
that PSBs are vigilant 
of  developments in the 
global banking sector and 
are taking all possible steps 
to safeguard themselves 
from any potential finan-
cial shock. All the major 
financial parameters indi-
cate "stable and resilient 
PSBs with robust financial 
health".

Snap acquires Th3rd that 
creates digital 3D counterparts 
of people, products

Severe solar storm hits 
Earth, strongest in last 6 
years: Report

Samsung, Apple chiefs to attend China Development Forum

AGENCIES

SAN FRANCISCO: Snap, 
the parent company of  
Snapchat, has quietly 
acquired a 3D-scanning 
studio called Th3rd for an 
undisclosed sum.

A company spokesper-
son told TechCrunch that 
four team members from 
Netherlands-based Th3rd 
have joined Snap as part of  
the acquisition.

According to Th3rd's 
website, it creates digital 
3D counterparts of  people 
or products.

"These high-resolution 
digital 3D models are your 
building blocks for huge 
amount of  applications, 
like photos, videos, visu-
alizations, animations, 360 
degree photos, holograms, 
VR and AR," reads the 
description.

Founded in 2014, Th3rd 
has been investing in AR-
powered commerce in 
recent years and is build-
ing out its platform to 
leverage the technology.

In April last year, it 
introduced tools that turn 
retailers' photos into 3D 
assets.

Snap has acquired sev-

eral augmented reality 
(AR) companies in the last 
few years.

In May 2021, Snap 
acquired AR startup 
WaveOptics that supplied 
technology to power Snap's 
Spectacles AR glasses for 
$500 million.

In March 2021, Snap 
acquired Fit Analytics and 
in July, it acquired 3D and 
AR commerce company 
Vertebrae. Last year, Snap 
disclosed it acquired AR 
company Forma.

Snap this week launched 
a new business unit that 
will offer its augmented 
reality (AI) solutions to 
retailers and businesses 
so they can integrate them 
into their apps.

The new "Augmented 
Reality Solutions for Busi-
ness" (ARES) division will 
enable businesses to adapt 
Snap's AR features for 
their apps and websites in 
order to attract customers 
and create more immersive 
experiences.

Meanwhile, Snap has 
introduced its new AI 
chatbot for Snapchat. It 
is powered by the latest 
version of  OpenAI's GPT 
technology.

WASHINGTON: The Earth 
witnessed a powerful solar 
storm in nearly six years, 
causing auroras all over the 
US, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) said.

NOAA had earlier 
announced moderate G2 
storm and G3 conditions 
between March 23 and 25.

However, the Earth wit-
nessed a geomagnetic storm 
of magnitude G4, causing the 
NOAA to update its warning.

"Geomagnetic storm 
responses increased and G4 
levels first reached Earth 
on March 24 at 12.04 EDT," 
it read.

"CME influences continue 
and geomagnetic response 
escalated to the G4 (severe) 
storm level on 24 March at 
12:04 am EDT (24/0404 UTC).

The G3 Warning remains 
in effect until 5:00 am EDT 
(24/0900 UTC)," it added.

NOAA said that the severe 
G4 storm can affect the 
power grid system with pos-
sible widespread voltage con-
trol problems; and spacecraft 
operations with increased 
possibility of  surface charg-
ing, and atmospheric drag 
risk on Low Earth Orbiting 

(LEO) satellites.
According to NOAA 

a powerful geomagnetic 
storm causes severe distur-
bances to Earth's magnetic 
field, spewing solar material 
from coronal mass ejections 
(CME) - large expulsions of  
charged plasma from the 
Sun's upper atmosphere or 
the corona.

The solar storm was the 
result of  a "stealth" CME. 
It came from a coronal 
hole wider than 20 Earths 
that was spewing out solar 
winds at speeds over 2.1 
million km/h, Live Science 
reported. And the storm 
was the most intense in the 
last six years.

The storm's unexpected 
ferocity not only made auro-
ras visible as far south as 
New Mexico in the US, but it 
also forced spaceflight com-
pany Rocket Lab to delay a 
launch by 90 minutes, Space.
com reported.

We can expect more 
extreme space weather 
events like this powerful geo-
magnetic storm as the sun 
builds towards a peak in its 
11-year solar activity cycle, 
expected to occur in 2025, the 
report said.(AGENCIES)

SEOUL:  Samsung Elec-
tronics Executive Chair-
man Lee Jae-yong is 
visiting China to attend 
the China Development 
Forum where Apple CEO 
Tim Cook is also report-
edly present, according to 
sources.

Lee arrived in Beijing 
to attend the high-profile 
annual forum, slated to 
run at the Diaoyutai State 

Guesthouse from Satur-
day till Monday, reports 
Yonhap news agency.

The meeting will run 
under the theme of  "Eco-
nomic Recovery: Opportu-
nities and Cooperation", 
focusing on "opportunities 
in the Chinese market, sta-
bilisation of  global indus-
trial chains, and green 
transition", according to 
the organiser, the Develop-

ment Research Center of  
China's State Council.

Apple CEO Tim Cook, 
Pfizer CEO Albert Bour-
laother and Ola Kallenius, 
Mercedes-Benz Group AG's 
chairman, are reportedly 
among the attendees.

During his visit, Lee 
was expected to meet with 
global and Chinese CEOs 
and high-ranking Chinese 
government officials.

The forum will take 
place amid mounting ten-
sion between Washington 
and Beijing after the US 
government earlier this 
week released national 
security guardrails for its 
Chips Act, limiting busi-
ness activities of  chipmak-
ers receiving federal sub-
sidies to block China from 
getting access to key chip 
technologies. (AGENCIES)

In 3 months, 
Twitter's paid Blue 
service earns just $11 
mn for Elon Musk

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: As Elon Musk 
wants all Twitter users to pay 
for Blue badges, latest data 
has revealed that Twitter Blue 
has only earned $11 million in 
mobile subscriptions to date 
since launching the service 
three months ago.

According to a report in 
TechCrunch, which quoted 
data from app intelligence 
firm Sensor Tower, the take-
up of Blue service "has been 
fairly underwhelming".

"While $11 million is a 
small figure, we should 
caveat that this estimate 
does not cover web-based 
subscriptions. The figures 
cover the 20 markets where 
Blue has been launched 
prior to this week," the report 
mentioned.
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HEALTH & MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, SRINAGAR

e-Auction Notice No: 44 OF2022
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT , Sealed EOI 
“Expression of Interest” is invited on “As is where is basis & the Principle of Cavat 
Emptor” (Let the buyer be aware) for auction for Dead Stock / Serviceable / Un 
Serviceable / Scrap items ( List Enclosed)
owned by the Govt Medical College, Srinagar lying in the premises of Government 
SMHS Hospital & Government AMT Scholl Shireen Bagh Srinagar and Sub 
District Hospital Hazratbal. The bidder may check and ascertain the condition of 
the items. Details of the items to be auctioned are provided in Tender Documents.
The items are located at
•	 Government	SMHS	Hospital.
•	 Government	AMT	Scholl	Shireen	Bagh	Srinagar.
•	 Sub	District	Hospital	Hazratbal
The prospective bidders may visit the premises and inspect the lot on any working 
day during office Hrs. Complete bidding process will be on line .(Price bid not to 
be submitted in physical form) The Critical key dates of the auction are as below :-
1. The EOI document for the above job can be seen from 24-03-2023 (14: 00 

hrs.) on the website www.jktenders.gov.in
2. The EOI documents can be downloaded from the above website from 24-

03-2023 (14:00 hrs) to 07-04-2023 (13:00 hrs).
3. Any clarification / inspection will be entertained / allowed from 24-03-

2023 ( 14:00 Hrs ) to 31-03-2023 (10:00 Hrs).
4. The bids will be uploaded from 31-03-2023 ( 10:00) to 07-04-2023 (14:00hrs) 

and uploaded bids on the website will be opened on 07-04-2023 (15:00 hrs) 
in Office of the Convener , Rate Contract Committee , Govt. Medical College 
Srinagar in presence of bidders who wish to attend. In case of holiday on 
the date of opening of bid, bids will be opened on the next working day or as 
feasible with department at the same venue .

No: NIT/e-auction/44 OF2022  Convener
Dated; 24-03-2023  Rate Contract Committee
 Government Medical College Srinagar 

DIPK-18832-22
DT: 25-03-2023

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER SUB 
TRANSMISSION DIVISION (KPDCL) SOPORE
Fax No:- 01954-222626 email:- xenstdsopore@gmail.com 
NIT No.-STDS/67 of2022-23 Dated: 23-03-2022

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Jammu and Kashmir State, e-Tenders (In Two Cover System) are hereby invited from registered A 
class Electric Contractors, registered with J&K state Government, Central Public Works Department, Railways and other state or central 
governments or any other relevant Government agency enlisted with CPWD,MES, Railway, DGBRO of appropriate class, for Creation of 
1000 KVA , 33/0.433 KV substation at JKHPMC Facility at Mazbugh, as per terms, conditions, technical specifications, Drawings and 
schedules forming part of this tender document.

A Downloading of Standard Bidding Document 24th of March 2023 ; 03:00 PM
B Clarifications start date 24th of March 2023; 10 a.m
C Clarifications end date 24th of March 2023; 03:00 PM
D e-Bid submission (start) date & time 24th of March 2023 ; 03:00 PM
E e-Bid submission (end) date & time 5th of April 2023 ; PM ; 02:00 PM
F Online Technical e-Bid opening date & Time 6th of April 2023 ; 02:00 PM
G Cost of e-Bid document Rs.1000.00 (One Thousand Only)
H Amount of Earnest Money Deposit 2% of the Estimated Cost
I Estimated amount INR Rs 65.00 lacs

1. The Successful bidder need to submit the proof/cost of e-Bid document as stated in the above table through Demand Draft and 
CDR (Preferably State Bank of India/J&K Bank) pledged to Executive Engineer Sub Transmission Division Sopore, payable at 
Sopore before opening the financial bid.

2. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the form of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee only, pledged to 
the Executive Engineer Sub Transmission Division Sopore. No Interest would be payable on Earnest Money deposited with the 
Department.

3. An ink signed and stamped hard copy of the complete SBD document including Technical Specifications, Drawing and 
Schedules is required to be submitted along with Bid documents to the office of Executive Engineer Sub Transmission Division 
Sopore by Registered post/Courier/By Hand only from the bidder who is declared L1 after opening of financial bids.

4. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site http://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The 

decision of department will be final and binding.
6. After issuance of LOI, L1 bidder has to submit complete plan of works to be taken up without which no LOA will be issued. 

Expenditure of the same is deemed to be incorporated with in the advertised cost.
7. The BOQ quantity of Enit is final ,any excess quantity or item required will be allowed only as per site requirement and 

recommended by engineer in charge after prior approval from the competent authority .
No: STDS / TS /1873-75  Executive Engineer 
D a t e d: 23-03-2023  Sub Transmission Division (KPDCL) 
DIPK-NB-7001-22 Sopore
DT: 25-03-2023

34 migrants missing 
as boat capsizes off 
Tunisia's coast

UK, EU adopt new post-Brexit 

'Windsor Framework' deal

AGENCIES

TUNIS:  Thirty-four 
migrants were reportedly 
missing after a boat cap-
sized off  Tunisia's south-
eastern coast, according to 
an official.

The boat, carrying 38 
migrants from sub-Saha-
ran countries, left Tunisia's 
Sfax province on Thurs-
day heading for the Euro-
pean coast, Xinhua news 
agency quoted the official 
as saying on Friday.

Four migrants have been 
rescued, and the search for 
the missing is currently 
underway, he noted.

The Tunisian Coast 
Guard has reportedly 
stopped 56 boats from leav-
ing the country, bound for 
Italy, in the past 48 hours.

Houssem Jebabli from the 
Tunisian National Guard 
said that more than 3,000 
migrants had been detained 
attempting to leave the coun-

try, reports the BBC. This 
is the fifth migrant boat 
to sink in two days and 
authorities believe it was 
heading for Italy.

Tunisia has become a 
launch pad for migrants 

to leave, bound for Europe.
UN data reveales that at 

least 12,000 migrants who 
arrived in Italy this year 
left from Tunisia, com-
pared to 1,300 in the same 
time period last year.

Last month, Tunisian 
President Kais Saied 
accused sub-Saharan Afri-
can migrants living in the 
country of  causing a crime 
wave and described them 
as a demographic threat.

AGENCIES

LONDON:  A new deal 
aimed at easing post-Brex-
it trade tensions in North-
ern Ireland was formally 
adopted by the UK and the 
European Union (EU), the 
two sides announced in a 
joint statement.

British Foreign Secre-
tary James Cleverly and 
European Commission 
Vice President Maros Sef-
covic signed off  the "Wind-
sor Framework" deal 
during their meeting in 
London on Friday, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

According to their joint 
statement, both the UK and 
the EU had taken a "posi-
tive approach" and "reaf-
firmed their intent" to use 
the framework to resolve 
any future trade issues.

The content of  the new 
deal was finalised in Febru-
ary after long negotiations.

It aims to resolve the 
trading issues created by 
its predecessor, the North-
ern Ireland Protocol, which 
imposed border checks on 
British goods arriving in 
Northern Ireland.

Following the signing 
of  the deal, Sefcovic said 
the EU would continue 

listening to everyone in 
Northern Ireland and con-
tinue its commitment to 
the peace process, the BBC 
reported.

He said both sides had 
"listened, understood and 
acted for the benefit of  both 
our interests".

"Now the Windsor 
Framework is the result of  
that genuine engagement 
and shared vision," he said.

On his part, Cleverly said 
the negotiations had been 
"thoughtful, professional 
and in the spirit of  friend-
ship and cooperation".

"What we achieved 
was something which 
protected the EU's single 
market, protected the UK's 
internal market but most 

importantly protected the 
elements of  the Belfast 
Agreement," he said.

As a central element of  
the new deal, the "Stormont 
Brake" -- taking on the 
Irish name of  the North-
ern Ireland Assembly -- is 
intended to give Northern 
Ireland's lawmakers more 
say over EU rules set to 
apply in the region.

While Northern Ire-
land's political parties 
broadly support the frame-
work, the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) has 
questioned how the "Stor-
mont Brake" will operate.

As a sign of  protest, the 
party has refused to join 
the power-sharing govern-
ment at the Stormont for 

over a year, undermining 
political stability.

Reacting to Friday's 
development, DUP MP 
Gregory Campbell said 
the ratification was "not 
the final word".

"It has to come back to 
the people of  Northern Ire-
land," he said.

"That's the bottom line. 
The unionist community 
don't buy into this process 
- what part of  that does he 
(Rishi Sunak) not get?

"That's what they have 
to address - both communi-
ties have to buy in and we 
don't buy into this one so 
we have to alter, change or 
adapt it," he said.

"If  it's take it or leave it 
- we're not going to take it."

Will continue to address concerns of 
Punjabi community in Canada: Minister

FAO pledges to actively follow 

up on new Water Action Agenda

Yemen govt warns of return 
to full-scale conflict as 
Houthis escalate attacks

AGENCIES

ADEN: Yemen's interna-
tionally-recognised govern-
ment warned of  a possible 
return to all-out military 
conflict in the war-ravaged 
Arab nation following an 
escalation of  attacks by the 
Houthi militia in the oil-rich 
province of  Marib.

Information Minister 
Moammar al-Eryani said 
in a statement late Friday 
that scores of  Houthi rebels 
launched a large offensive 
against the government-
controlled areas in the 
province's Harib district, 
forcing hundreds of  local 
residents to flee, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Despite recent diplomat-
ic efforts towards peace, 
heavy clashes between 
the Yemeni army and the 
Houthi militia were reig-
nited in Marib during the 
past three days, with Tues-
day's overnight fighting in 
Harib leaving 19 people 
from both sides dead, and 
several others injured.

Eryani called on the UN 

and the international com-
munity to condemn the 
Houthis' actions and apply 
pressure to push them 
towards peaceful resolu-
tions, preventing a return 
to full-scale war.

He said that the Houthi 
rebels' offensive against 
Marib has caused sig-
nificant destruction, with 
villages in Harib coming 
under missile and artil-
lery fire.

The latest assault con-
firmed the Houthi group's 
"persistent use of  political 
and military escalation tac-
tics, aiming to take advan-
tage of  the ongoing state 
of  neither war nor peace 
that has persisted since the 
truce's expiration in order 
to secure strategic gains on 
the battlefield", the Minis-
ter said in the statement.

The resurgence of  fight-
ing also threatens the frag-
ile peace process bolstered 
by the recent agreement 
between the warring Yemeni 
sides to exchange hundreds 
of  war prisoners under the 
auspices of  the UN.

AGENCIES

UNITED NATIONS: As the 
conclusion of  the three-day 
UN 2023 Water Conference, 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) reaf-
firmed its commitment 
to actively follow up on 
agreed actions included 
in the new Water Action 
Agenda.

"At the critical point of  
the 2030 Agenda, all sectors 
must work together in an 
efficient, effective and coher-
ent manner to co-create, 
co-design and co-advocate 
solutions, and to accelerate 
action on data and informa-
tion, innovation, finance, 
capacity development and 
governance to implement 
the Water Action Decade," 
FAO Director-General Qu 
Dongyu said while moder-
ating a high-level dialogue 
at the UN headquarters in 
New York.

The Water Action Decade 
(2018-2028) was created by 
the UN General Assembly to 
complement the process of  
the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development, moving 
away from silos and inte-
grating efforts at the global 
level, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

The meeting moderated 
by Qu aimed to take stock 
of  the advancement in the 
objectives for the decade 
formulated by the UN sec-

retary-general's plan.
More than 20 member 

states also took the floor 
to deliver national state-
ments underscoring how 
water is critical for sus-
tainable development and 
the eradication of  poverty 
and hunger.

For Qu, the 2023 UN 
Water Conference provided 
great opportunities to dis-
cuss, collaborate and col-
lectively identify solutions 
for efficient and effective 
action to realise water-
related goals and targets 
to achieve the 2030 Agenda.

"Through our new FAO 
Water Journey we are rais-
ing attention on the crucial 
importance of  water for 
agriculture and food secu-
rity, as well as to all other 
SDGs," he emphasised.

The conference was 
a call to action for every 
single person on the planet 
to accelerate change to 
solve the water and sani-
tation crisis around the 
world, he added.

Currently, 2.3 billion 
people live in water-
stressed countries, of  
which more than 733 mil-
lion people -- approximate-
ly 10 percent of  the global 
population -- live in coun-
tries with high and critical 
water stress.

Water scarcity, drought, 
floods, pollution and other 
impacts of  the crisis are 

key challenges to sustain-
able agriculture and rural 
development.

During the three-day 
meeting, FAO provided sup-
port to two high-level inter-
active dialogues, organised a 
side event on national water 
roadmaps, and co-partnered 
three special events and 
over 20 side events.

The Water Action 
Agenda that emerged from 
the conference is comprised 
of  voluntary commitments, 
some of which are transfor-
mative in nature.

FAO has engaged in seven 
commitments, in the frame-
work of the Agenda, which 
include the initiative on the 
National Water Roadmaps 
towards the 2030 Agenda, 
a tool to foster collective 
action at the national level 
to improve cross-sectorial 
coordination on water man-
agement and governance in 
support of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

Water is essential for 
food production, enabling 
the production of  over 95 
per cent of  the food on land.

By 2050, to meet future 
demand, the global produc-
tion of  food, fibre and feed 
will need to increase by 50 
per cent compared to 2012.

To meet this goal, 35 per 
cent of  additional water 
resources are needed, 
according to a FAO press 
release.

TORONTO: Responding to 
the concerns of  a Sikh MP 
over internet suspension in 
Punjab, Canadian Foreign 
Minister Melanie Joly said 
her country is closely follow-
ing the developments in the 
state, and will continue to 
address the concerns of  the 
community.

Authorities in Punjab have 
started to ease internet sus-
pension in Punjab imposed 
as part of  a manhunt for 
Waris Punjab De chief  and 
Khalistan sympathiser Amr-
itpal Singh, who continues to 
evade arrest.

"My colleagues and I 
have heard from constitu-
ents regarding the ongoing 
mass suspension of  internet 
services in Punjab, India. 
Canadians have families 
and friends who are visit-
ing Punjab, who do not have 
access to the internet," MP 
from Malton-Mississauga, 
Iqwinder Gaheer, rose in the 
House to ask Joly.

In response, Joly said: 
"We are aware of  the evolv-
ing situation in Punjab and 

we are following it very 
closely... We look forward 
to a return to a more stable 
situation and you can always 
count on the government of  
Canada to make sure that we 
will continue to address the 
concerns of  many members 
of  the community."

Gaheer raised the issue in 
Parliament after a cross-sec-
tion of  Canadian Sikh MPs 
expressed their concerns on 
internet and SMS shutdown, 
which reportedly affected 
businesses, colleges and digi-
tal payments for everyone in 
the state.

"As Canadian members 
of  Parliament, we're trying 
to ensure that there is some 
safety for Canadians who are 

visiting there," Conservative 
deputy leader Tim Uppal told 
The Globe and Mail.

"I am receiving calls from 
my residents and am deeply 
concerned," Sonia Sidhu, 
the Liberal MP for Bramp-
ton South, which boasts of  
a large Sikh population, said 
on Twitter.

"I hope the situation is 
resolved soon (and) Canadi-
ans travelling to the region 
are able to connect with 
their families and friends in 
Canada," Sidhu wrote.

According to 2021 Canadi-
an census, Punjabis number 
approximately 950,000 and 
account for roughly 2.6 per 
cent of  the country's popula-
tion. The Punjab government 
had extended the suspension 
of  mobile internet and SMS 
services in Tarn Taran and 
Ferozepur districts till Friday 
noon. It had lifted curbs in 
Moga, Sangrur, Ajnala sub-
division in Amritsar and a 
few areas in Mohali. Mobile 
internet services in the rest 
of  Punjab resumed on Tues-
day.(AGENCIES)

UN continues to provide quake-
related aid to Turkey, Syria
UNITED NATIONS:  The 
UN its partners continue to 
provide aid to Turkey and 
Syria in the aftermath of  
the devastating February 
6 earthquakes that killed 
more than 57,300 people 
in the two neighbouring 
nations, said the Office 
for the Coordination of  
Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA).

To date, UN agencies 
and humanitarian partners 
have reached nearly 535,000 
people with shelter support 
and approximately 1.4 mil-
lion people have received 
water, sanitation and 
hygiene support, and about 
47,000 people have been pro-
vided with health services, 
Xinhua news agency quoted 
the OCHA as saying. The 
International Organization 
for Migration estimates 
that 3 million people were 
displaced by the earth-
quakes in Turkey.

About 1.7 million 
people are living in infor-
mal settlements, some of  
which lack proper water 
and sanitation services.

There are more than 
345 organisations on the 
ground distributing hot 
meals to about 1.25 mil-
lion people every day, said 
the OCHA.

"More funding is 
urgently needed to help 
more than 5 million 
people affected by the 
earthquakes in Turkey," 
the Office said, adding 
that as of  Friday, the flash 
appeal was about 20 per 
cent funded.

In Syria, OCHA and its 
humanitarian partners 
continue to scale up their 

response in earthquake-
affected areas across the 
country.

To date, 1,035 trucks car-
rying humanitarian aid 

from seven UN agencies 
have crossed into north-
west Syria from Turkey, 
via the three available 
border crossings, it added.
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, JAL 
SHAKTI PHE DIVISION CHADOORA.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-N.I.T  No:- 72/PHEDC  of 2022-23 dt:- 24.03.2023

Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K (U.T), for Annual Stage Contract for maintenance of Water Treatment Plants falling under 
the Jurisdiction of PHE Division Chadoora, invites tenders by e-tendering mode from approved & eligible“DEE” Class registered Contractors of U.T. of J&K.
Status of A.A.A.: ‘Accorded’ Position of Funds: Available
Major Head of Account: ‘M&R’

S.
No Name of Work

Estimated 
Cost

(in lacs)

Cost of
Document    

(in Rs.)
Stage Period Class of 

Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6

1 Annal stage, mainternance, Repairs and Other Emergent Works of Sub Division 
Chadoora “M&R” 5.00 250 Current Financial 

Year 2023-24 “DEE”

2 Annual stage, mainternance, Repairs and Other Emergent Works of Sub Division 
Charisharief “M&R” 5.00 250 Current Financial 

Year 2023-24 “DEE”

3 Annual stage, mainternance, Repairs and Other Emergent Works of Sub Division 
Lal-Nagar “M&R” 5.00 250 Current Financial 

Year 2023-24 “DEE”

1. Date of publishing  24-03-2023
2.  The Bidding documents can be downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from 24-03-2023 at 1600Hrsonwards.
a.     The Bids shall be uploaded on the website:  http://jktenders.gov.infrom 24-03-2023, 1630Hrs to 31.03.2023upto1600Hrs.
b.      The complete bidding process will be online.
c.       Bids of bidders shall be opened online in the office of Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora on 01.04.2023 at 1100 Hrs.
d.    The lowest bidder i.e‘L1’ shall be intimated to deposit all relevant documents as mentioned in clause 09 within 03 days from opening of financial bids.
e. Cost of tender documents should be submitted by the bidder in the shape of treasury Challan/receipt pledge to Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora 

(under Major Head 0215) and uploaded the same.
3.    E-tender documents can be seen at & downloaded from the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.inBiddocuments contain qualifying criteria for bidder, specifications, 

conditions and other details.
4. Bids must be accompanied by cost of Tender Document as specified in column 4 of the table above payable at Srinagar pledged to Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE 

Division Chadoora Earnest money will have to be in FDR/CDR form and shall have to be valid for Four (4) months after the opening of Bid. The cost of downloaded 
tender documents in the form of Treasury Challan shall be in separate envelope with cover marking cost of document pledged to Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE 
Division Chadoora

a.  Bids will be opened in the office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora on       01.04.2023 at 1100 Hrs.If the office happens to be closed on the 
date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

5.  The bid for the work shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 90daysfrom the date of opening of bids
6. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents.
7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process
a.  The interested bidder can download the NIT/bidding document from the website http://jktenders.gov.in
b.  To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get (DSC) “Digital Signature Certificate” as per Information Technology Act-2000, to participate in online bidding.
c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with Digital Signature. The bids cannot be uploaded without Digital Signature No Proposal will be 

accepted in physical form.
d.       Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para 2(c).
e.  Before submission of online bids, bidders must ensure that scanned copy of all the necessary documents have been attached with bid. Details of Document 

required is available along with downloadable tender document on http://jktenders.gov.in
f.  The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission of bids whatsoever reasons may be.
g.      All the required information for bid must be filled and submitted online.
8. No EMD / Additional Security deposit is required for unbalanced bid, however if needed same shall be taken from successful bidder with the approval of next higher 

authority. However, bid security declaration “Self Attested’ be uploaded with the bid as per Appendix II as per Finance Deptt. Govt. of  U.T. of J&K Letter No. A/Misc. 
(2018)-III-895/J dated 22-12-2020.

The bid uploaded without challan of Tender Document Fee shall be rejected straightaway.
9. Relevant documents
a) Registration card with renewal certificate, GST with latest Return. (Sep. to Dec. 2021)
b) Scanned copy of CDR & Treasury Challan pledged to Executive Engineer PHE Division Chadoora.
c) Bid Security Declaration Self Attested.
 The bidders are instructed to read carefully the BOQ. The bidders should accordingly bid rates for all items in above or below percentage.
No. PHEDC/9819-32 Sd/--
Dated: 24.03.2023 Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti PHE Division Chadoora.
DIPK-18797-22
DT: 25-03-2023

PM Modi inaugurates 
much-awaited 
Whitefield metro line 
in Bengaluru

AGENCIES

BENGALURU: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday inaugurated 
the much-awaited White-
field (Kadugodi) to Krish-
narajapuram (KR Puram) 
metro line in Bengaluru, 
built at a cost of  Rs 4,249 
crore.

After inaugurating the 
13.71 km metro line having 
12 stations, the Prime Min-
ister took a ride with school 
kids, Bengaluru Metropol-
itan Railway Corporation 
Limited (BMRCL) staff  and 
construction workers.

The stretch will provide 
much needed succour to 
people by reducing traffic 
congestion in the city.

Prime Minister Modi 
chose to stand in the 
metro for interacting with 
students. The students, 
who got an opportunity to 
interact with Prime Minis-
ter Modi, were thrilled.

He also spoke to women 
drivers of  Metro and sat 
with BMRCL staff, con-

struction workers during 
the journey. Chief  Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai and 
others accompanied him in 
the metro journey.

Prime Minister Modi 
will also address the BJP 
Maha Sangam public 
rally in Davanagere city 
in central Karnataka 

later in the day.
Prime Minister Modi 

will arrive in Shivamogga 
airport from Davanagere 
and fly back to New Delhi.

Perception of UP changed under BJP, 

state growing in all sectors: CM Yogi
UNI

LUCKNOW:  Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath 
said the perception of  the 
people in the country and 
the world towards Uttar 
Pradesh has changed in 
the last six years and no 
one views it with suspi-
cious eyes which is a big 
achievement.

Addressing a press con-
ference on completing one 
year in the office during 
second stint as the CM, 
Yogi said, "Perception of  
the people towards UP has 
changed in last six years. 
Now nobody makes nega-
tive comments about UP, 
in fact a new glow comes 
on the faces of  the people 
whenever there is mention 
of  the state and this is the 
biggest achievement. Ear-
lier people used to view UP 
with suspicious eyes."

He released a book 
based on the achievements 
of  six years 'Chhah Saal-
UP Khushaal' along with 
a poster at Lok Bhawan 
Auditorium on the occa-
sion.

The CM said now UP 
is known for the festivals 
and words like its mafia, 
goonda raj and jungle raj 
have become things of  the 
past. "Today the youth of  
UP do not face an iden-
tity crisis. In fact they are 
offered jobs with respect 
as per their abilities. The 
double engine govern-
ment is taking forward its 
programmes with double 
speed," he said.

He expressed his grati-
tude toward Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
said under his inspira-
tion and guidance, UP has 
carved out a distinct iden-
tity for itself  in the coun-
try and the world. He also 
expressed his gratitude to 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Union Road 
Transport and Highways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari and 
other members of  Union 
Cabinet, office bearers of  
central and state organisa-
tions.

He said that the mutual 
coordination between 
the government and the 
organisation contributed 
in taking the works of  
the double engine to the 
masses. They worked with 
diligence even in odd cir-
cumstances," he said.

The CM said UP has 
come a long way in last 
six years, which explains 
the meaning of  absolute 
majority government and 
stability. "The BJP govern-
ment achieved this through 
mutually coordinated dia-
logue in UP. In the last 
six years our government 
made efforts at every level 
to implement the action 
plan for the overall devel-
opment of  UP with the 
inspiration of  the PM. The 
result is in front of  every-
one. In order to increase 
the identity of  UP as a state 
with limitless possibilities, 
we identified 10 sectors 
on which the entire team 
worked," he said.

He said there is stability 
not only in the government 
but also in the administra-
tion. "For the first time dis-
trict magistrates and police 
chiefs are completing his 
tenure. Earlier officers 
were shuffled like playing 
cards. When there is stabil-
ity in governance, there is 
stability in administration 
too and 25 crore people of  
UP are getting its benefit 
today," he said.

Yogi said that out of  
6 years, the government 
worked while fighting 
against the Covid pandem-
ic for three years. "UP had 
many achievements during 
this period. UP, which was 
once perceived as a state 
that cannot develop once, 
is in the race for number 
one in implementation of  
all the flagship schemes of  
the PM today," he said.

He said, "The infra-
structure in UP is being 
discussed all over the coun-
try. There is transparency 
in provision of  jobs for the 
youth. In the private sector 
too, efforts are on to create 
a lot of  jobs and employ-
ment opportunities. UP is 
providing an annual pen-
sion of  Rs 12,000 to more 
than one crore destitute 
women, old women, and 
the differently-abled.

The CM said this is the 
same UP, where the parents 
used to worry about how 
to educate and marry their 
daughters. "Today 14 lakh 
daughters have benefited 
from the Mukhyamantri 
Kanya Sumangala Yojana 
whereas marriages of  2.25 
lakh daughters have taken 
place under the CM Samo-
ohik Vivah Yojna," he said.

He said the youth of  
the state are getting jobs 
and employment oppor-
tunities as well as moving 
towards economic inde-
pendence. "The work done 
in the MSME sector for 
self-employment is vis-
ible while Vishwakarma 
Shram Samman is giving a 
new identity to the artisans 
and craftsmen of  the state," 
he said.

Yogi said the govern-
ment has set a target of  dis-
tributing two crore tablets 
and smart phones among 
the youths. "This is for the 
first time when tablets and 
smartphones are being 
provided to the youths and 
we have already benefited 
20 lakh youths from this. 
Today there is no district of  
UP, where the youth have 
not got government jobs," 
he said.

He said jobs were pro-
vided without discrimina-
tion and in a transparent 
manner. "We achieved 
success in furthering 
the prospects of  jobs and 
employment to crores of  
youth. One District One 
Product (ODOP) has pro-
vided employment to every 
worker. UP has presented 
the standard of  how to 
work with challenges in 
times of  adversity," he said.

The CM said Rs 3.5 lakh 
crore has been deposited to 
the accounts of  the farm-
ers through Direct Ben-
efit Transfer (DBT). "If  
the amount of  loan waiver 
extended to the farmers 
is included this amount 
exceeds Rs 4 lakh crore. 
Welfare of  villages, poor, 

youth, women and farm-
ers and every section of  
the society is the priority of  
the government instead of  
caste or religion," he said.

He said earlier the state 
was known as a state of  
nepotism which is no 
longer the case. "There 
had not been a single riot 
in 6 years. Establishment 
of  law and order in the 
state, which was consid-
ered impossible, has been 
made possible today. The 
process of  recruitment of  
1.64 lakh police personnel 
was completed in a trans-
parent manner. Reforms 
were made in the police 
system. Seven Police Com-
missionerates have been 
formed in UP. Fire tenders 
were established at every 
tehsil level in UP," he said.

Yogi said, "Infrastruc-
ture facilities of  the police 
have been improved. Good 
barracks have either been 
built or are under con-
struction in every police 
station and police line. 
Work is in progress to set 
up a cyber police station 
at every range and district 
level."

He said forensic labs are 
also being set up at every 
range level. "The capac-
ity of  police training has 
increased three times. 
Cyber and forensic lab is 
being set up in Lucknow. 
Three battalions were 
formed for the establish-
ment of  SDRF. The 54 bat-
talions of  the defunct PAC 
were reconstituted. The 
number of  women person-
nel was increased from 
10,000 to 40,000. This in itself  
is an example of  women 
empowerment." he said.

The CM said his govern-
ment worked tirelessly to 
deliver the schemes of  the 
central and state govern-
ments and that is making 
efforts to complete the 
work of  the Ganga Express-
way before the Prayagraj 
Kumbh in 2025.

He said, "Eastern UP is 
today connected with Pur-
vanchal Expressway and 
Bundelkhand Expressway. 
The work of  the Ganga 
Expressway is going on 
at a fast pace to connect 
western UP with central 
parts. Our effort is to com-
plete the work of  Ganga 
Expressway before Praya-
graj Kumbh 2025. Devotees 
will be welcomed by the 
Ganga Expressway."

Delhi court adjourns 
hearing on Sisodia's bail 
plea in ED case for April 5

World Bank approves $108 
million loan to improve Assam's 
disaster preparedness

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI:  A court here 
on Saturday adjourned the 
hearing on former Deputy 
Chief  Minister of  Delhi 
Manish Sisodia's bail plea 
in connection with the 
now-scrapped excise policy 
case being probed by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED).

On Tuesday, Sisodia 
moved a plea seeking bail 
plea in ED's case.

Before the bench of Spe-
cial CBI Judge M.K. Nagpal 
of  the Rouse Avenue Court 
on Saturday, Senior Advo-
cates Dayan Krishnan and 
Mohit Mathur appearing for 
Sisodia informed that the 
ED has not filed its reply in 
the bail application.

Representing the ED, 
Special Public Prosecu-
tor (SPP) Zoheb Hossain 
stated that the reply is on 
the way.

"We'll have to go through 
the ED reply, only then 
we'll be able to make sub-
missions," Krishnan said.

The cour t  then 
adjourned the matter to 
April 5.

On Friday, the court 
reserved its order on Siso-
dia's bail matter in the 
same case being probed 
by the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI).

The date for pronounce-
ment of  the order was fixed 
for March 31.

On Monday, Sisodia was 
sent to judicial custody till 
April 3 in the CBI case.

After the CBI arrested 
the AAP leader on Febru-
ary 26, the ED also arrested 
him in the same case on 
March 9.

During the last hearing 
in the ED case, the court 
was apprised by the probe 
agency that important 
details have come up during 
Sisodia's custody and he 
had to confront with other 
accused persons.

It had informed the 
court that voluminous data 
from the former Deputy 
Chief  Minister's email and 
mobile is also being foren-
sically analysed.

Sisodia's counsel, how-
ever, opposed the central 
agency's remand plea 
saying that there is not a 
whisper from the agency 
regarding the proceeds of  
the crime, which is funda-
mental to the case.

His lawyer further con-
tended that there was no 
justification in seeking 
extension of  custody and 
that he was confronted 
only with four people 
during his earlier custody 
of  seven days.

During the hearing, the 
ED had sought his 10-day 
custody saying that they 
need to unearth the modus 
operandi, the entire scam 
and confront Sisodia with 
some other people.

UNI

NEW DELHI: The World 
Bank’s Executive Board of  
Directors has approved a 
$108 million loan to Assam 
to improve disaster pre-
paredness and enhance 
flood forecasting, a state-
ment said here on Saturday.

The project will benefit 
around six million people 
and is part of  a larger $500 
million investment pro-
gram for Assam, the World 
Bank said

The Assam Integrated 
River Basin Management 
Project will help the state 
reduce vulnerability to 
floods and river erosion 
by building green infra-
structure in the Beki and 
Buridehing river basins, 
protecting around 100,000 
people, the statement said.

The project will also 
help strengthen the state’s 
response to disasters 
through improved flood 
forecasting and accurate 
early warning systems, 
including through mobile 
alerts, it said.

It will provide safer evac-
uation and shelter facilities 
including access to climate-
resilient flood shelters to 
at least 10,000 people. It 
will also help government 
agencies to respond faster 
during crisis with upgraded 
state and district emergency 
operational centers, it added.

“The 2022 floods 
adversely impacted mil-
lions of  people in Assam,” 
said Auguste Tano 
Kouame, the World Bank’s 
Country Director for India.

Kouame added, “This 
project will build on 
Assam’s disaster risk man-
agement approach thus 
contributing to climate-
resilient growth while pro-
tecting lives and property 

for the people of  Assam.”
The project will support 

Assam tackle the immedi-
ate challenges of  floods and 
erosion while also helping 
manage its complex river 
systems, the release said.

The Brahmaputra River 
system is the economic 
lifeline of  Assam, and a 
critical part of  the state’s 
rich natural resources 
and cultural heritage. But 
flooding, riverbank ero-
sion, sedimentation and 
loss of  biodiversity have 
significant economic and 
environmental impacts on 
the state, leading to loss of  
livelihoods for its people. 
The Assam government 
has projected an increase 
in extreme rain fall events 
by 5-35 per cent and an 
increase in the rise of  flood 
events by more than 25 per 
cent due to climate change.

“Water resource man-
agement combined with 
disaster preparedness is a 
critical way to protect natu-
ral resources and increase 
economic growth,” said 
Greg Browder, Anup 
Karanth, and Satya Priya, 
the Task Team Leaders for 
the project.

“The project will con-
tribute to designing cli-
mate resilient villages and 
develop flood shelters that 
provide sufficient space for 
community members and 
livestock," they said.

The $108 million loan 
from the International 
Bank of  Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD) 
has a maturity of  11.5 
years and a grace period 
of  4 years.

Differences between govt and judiciary doesn’t mean confrontation: Rijiju
UNI

CHENNAI: Asserting that the 
Union government would support 
the Indian judiciary to be inde-
pendent, Union Law and Justice 
Minister Kiren Rijju on saturday 
said any differences between the 
government and judiciary should 
not be construed as confrontation 
as it would send the wrong mes-
sage to the world.

Speaking at a function in which 
Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chand-
rachud laid the foundation stone 
for the additional court building 
on the Madurai District

Court campus in the presence 
of Chief Minister M.K. Stalin Tamil 
Nadu Law Minister S. Regupathy, 

Supreme Court judges, Acting 
Chief Justice of Madras

High Court T. Raja, and High 
Court judges in Madurai, Mr Rijju 
denied media speculations of a 
clash between the government 
and the judiciary.

Stating that differences were 
inevitable in a democracy, he said, 
however, they must not be con-
strued as confrontation as it sends 
a wrong message across the world.

"We have differences, but it 
doesn't mean there is confronta-
tion", Mr Rijju said and made it 
clear that there was no problem 
between different organs of the 
State. There are signs of robust 
democratic actions, which are not 
a crisis".

Referring to media reports of 
differences between the govern-
ment and the Supreme Court or 
the Legislature and Judiciary, the 
Union Minister said "we must 
understand that we are in a 
democracy."

"There are bound to be cer-
tain differences in terms of some 
outlook but you can't have con-
flicting positions. This doesn't 
mean confrontation. We are the 
largest democracy in the world", 
he asserted.

Averring that everybody could 
not think alike, Mr Rijju said "We 
are not ruled by a dictatorial king, 
so the difference of opinion can't 
be termed as a crisis in

Indian democracy."

"We can criticise each other but 
when it comes to national inter-
est we must be one," he added. 
Mr Rijju had a word of praise for 
Tamil Nadu saying the judicial 
infrastructure in the State was 
comparatively better than in many 
States in India and that he would 
be happy to see all the courts in 
Tamil Nadu use Tamil language in 
its proceedings.

"In the High Court there is a 
challenge'',Tamil is a classical 
language and we're proud of it. 
We would like to see it being used. 
With the increase in technology, 
advancement of legal transcripts, 
maybe someday Tamil language 
can be used in the Supreme Court 
also," he added.
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CLUSTER UNIVERSITY SRINAGAR
GOGJI-BAGH, SRINAGAR-190008
Website: www.cusrinagar.edu.in

NOTICE
This is for the information of all the aspiring candidates, desirous 
of seeking admission to various Post-Graduate (PG) programmes 
for academic session 2023-24, in various streams of studies under 
different faculties, in our constituent colleges, that the admission 
shall be done on the basis of the Common University Entrance Test 
(CUET-PG) score, to be conducted by National Testing Agency (NTA), 
and programme specific eligibility criteria for the programmes that 
has been already notified in Admission Notification No. 02 of the year 
2023. dated:-24-03-2023.
The candidates are advised to go through the admission notification 
and information bulletin available on the website of www.cusrinagar.
edu.in/cuet.nta.nic.in thoroughly before submitting the online 
application form for admission and follow the instructions, available 
on the website, carefully before filling-up the relevant fields/columns 
of the registration form.
No: CUS/Adm-PG(CUET)/2023/1622-27 Assistant Registrar 
Dated:-25-03-2023 (Coordinator Admissions)DIPK-18836-22

DT: 25-03-2023

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (DISTRIBUTION),  
ELECTRIC DIVISION BIJBEHARA,  KASHMIR POWER 

DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
Contact No/ Fax: - 01932-234398 E-mail:- exenedbij@yahoo.co.in
NIT: - EDB/e-tender/104 of 2022-23 Dated: - 24-03-2023
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir State, e-tenders are hereby invited from Aska Company 
or any authorized dealer, or any authorized dealer of other company making products compatible with Aska light or 
Registered Class-A Electrical Contractor for execution of various works as mentioned below under “SANJAY-2023”.

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost. 
(Rs. In Lacs)

Treasury Receipt/ 
Challan (MH0801)

EMD @2% 
of Adv. Cost.

1

Servicing /over hauling/testing, Operation 
& Maintainace at different Yatra Padavas 
of Inflatable lights including cost on 
account of providing of fresh lubricants and 
replacement of worn out/damaged balloons 
and spares for ensuring smooth functioning 
of these lights during SANJY 2023.

19.10 1000 40000

1 Publishing Date & Time 24/03/2023 (1700Hrs)
2 Document Download / Sale Start Date & Time 24/03/2023 (1700Hrs)
3 Seek Clarification Start Date & Time 24/03/2023 (1700Hrs)
4 Seek Clarification End Date & Time 10 /04/202 (1400 Hrs)
5 Bid Submission Start Date & Time 24/03/2023 (1700Hrs)
6 Bid Submission End Date & Time 24/04/2022 (1300 Hrs)
7 Bid opening date & Time 25/04/2022 (1300 Hrs)
8 Venue of opening Bids Electric Division Bijbehara

Please Read Document Carefully
Position of Funds: Demanded

The Quoted rates shall be Firm, inclusive of all taxes and duties, WCT, freight, transportation upto working sites. 
The rates shall include costs, if any attracted towards mandatory inspections / testing by the designated agencies 
and the department will not be required to pay / reimburse anything over and above the price quoted.
No: -EDB/TS/5312-19  Sd/-
Dated: - 24/05/2023  Executive Engineer,

Electric Division Bijbehara
DIPK-NB-7000-22

DT: 25-03-2023

Outstanding 
sportspersons 
call on LG Sinha

GMK SPORTS DESK

JAMMU: A delegation 
of  outstanding sportsper-
sons from J&K called on 
Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhavan 
Saturday.

S. Chandeep Singh, Inter-

national Para Taekwon-
do Medallist; Sh Danish 
Sharma, International Judo 
player & Coach and Ms Appu 
Jamwal, Wushu National 
medallist while calling on 
the Lt Governor discussed 
with him the implementa-
tion of  J&K Sports policy.

The Lt Governor 
assured the outstanding 
sports persons that the 
Jammu Kashmir Govern-
ment is committed to safe-
guard the interests and 
promote the welfare of  the 
Sportspersons through the 
J&K Sports Policy 2022.

India could play three ODIs 

in June, two extra T20Is on 

West Indies tour: Report
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: India could 
be playing three ODIs in 
June against an opposition 
yet to be decided, and also 
are in line to play two extra 
T20Is on their tour of  the 
West Indies in July-August.

As per a report in 
Cricbuzz, the BCCI is con-
templating having another 
short home series in June, 
in the ODI format, which 
could be held in the window 
between India playing 
against Australia in the 
World Test Championship 
(WTC) final from June 7-11 
and departing for the West 
Indies in first week of  July.

"Although nothing has 
been firmed up as yet, 
options are being explored 
to see if  a three-match ODI 
series against Sri Lanka or 
Afghanistan in the second 
half  of  June, more pre-
cisely after the World Test 
Championship (WTC) final, 
is possible," it said.

The report also men-
tioned that the BCCI's 
discussions with various 
boards have taken place on 
this some time back but the 
outcome is still not known.

"Should that series 
come to fruition, the BCCI 
will have to identify a 
short-term broadcaster 

as the new broadcast deal 
is unlikely to have been 
signed by then. The cur-
rent deal ended with the 
last ODI against Australia 
on March 22," it added.

Regarding the tour of  the 
West Indies, with the pos-
sible addition of  two extra 
T20Is, the tour will feature 
ten games -- starting with 
two Tests, three ODIs and 
five T20Is, instead of  three 
matches in the shortest 
format of  the game.

The report added that 
the additional games were 
finalised bilaterally on the 
sidelines of  the recent ICC 
meetings in Dubai.

"BCCI and CWI have 
a healthy bilateral rela-
tionship that is based on 
mutual respect and under-
standing of  each other's 

needs and role in world 
cricket," Ricky Skerritt, the 
CWI President, was quoted 
as saying in the report.

India are expected to start 
the tour of  West Indies with 
a Test tentatively around 
July 10-12 and the schedule 
for the series is expected to 
be finalised after the AGM of  
the CWI on Saturday.

"The schedule will be out 
soonest," Skerritt said.

After the tour of  the 
West Indies, India will 
travel to Ireland to play 
three T20Is in the third 
week of  August.

India will then feature 
in the 50-over Asia Cup 
in September, followed by 
three-match ODI series 
against Australia at home, 
right before the ODI World 
Cup in October-November.

IPL 2023: It's going to be a number of months 
before I'm 100 percent, says Glenn Maxwell
BENGALURU: Ahead of the 
2023 IPL starting from March 
31, Australia all-rounder Glenn 
Maxwell has admitted that the 
leg injury he suffered last year 
would take at least a couple of 
more months so that he can be 
100 percent fit.

Maxwell had broken his 
left fibula at a friend's birthday 
party immediately after the 
conclusion of Australia's cam-
paign in the Men's T20 World 
Cup at home in November last 
year. He had to undergo sur-
gery and rehabilitation to make 

a competitive comeback to 
cricket through the ODI series 
against India, where he played 
the opening game in Mumbai.

As a result of that freak injury, 
Maxwell missed Australia's ODI 
series against England and the 
entire season of the Big Bash 
League (BBL) that followed for 
Melbourne Stars. He was in 
danger of missing the IPL but 
has now recovered enough to 
turn out for RCB in IPL 2023.

"The leg's okay. It's going to 
be a number of months before 
I'm 100 per cent. Hopefully, 

it's (leg) good enough to get 
through the tournament and 
still does the job," said Max-
well in a video posted by RCB 
on their social media accounts.

Maxwell was one of the main-
stays for the franchise in the IPL 
2022 season and made 301 runs 
in 13 innings, along with six 
wickets off his part-time off-spin. 
With IPL 2023 making a return to 
the home and away format, Max-
well is excited by the prospect of 
RCB playing their home matches 
in the M Chinnaswamy Stadium. 
(AGENCIES)

Women's World Boxing Championships

India's Nitu Ghanghas 
clinches gold

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: India's Nitu 
Ghanghas (48kg) clinched 
the Women's World Boxing 
Championship gold after 
beating Lutsaikhan Altan-
setseg of  Mongolia 5-0 
in the finals at the jam-
packed IG Stadium, here 
on Saturday.

The two boxers started 
proceeding on attacking 
note. However, it was the 
Indian, who landed her 
punches well on the Mon-
golian's face resulting in 

Nitu winning the first 
round 5-0.

The second round was 
close enough but Nitu man-
aged to keep the lead 3-2.

In the third round, the 
Indian gave her all and 
bagged the championship 
gold with some smart dis-
play of  boxing.

Throughout the tourna-
ment, Nitu played some 
remarkable games. She 
had three consecutive Ref-
eree Stops Contest (RSC) 
wins under her belt in the 
competition.

Tim Paine hints at taking up coaching role 

post retirement as a player
HOBART: Former Austra-
lia Test captain Tim Paine 
has hinted that he is likely 
to take up a coaching role 
following his retirement as 
a player from all forms of  
cricket in recent times.

The 38-year old Paine 
had captained Australia 
in 23 Tests since the Sand-
paper gate in Cape Town 
in March 2018. He played 
his last domestic match 
for his state team Tasma-
nia against Queensland 
in Sheffield Shield at the 
Blundstone Arena last 
week.

"I came in the doors at 
Cricket Tasmania when I 
was 12 years old ... 26 years 
ago, which is a long time. 
It's an emotional time when 
you move on from some-
thing that you love doing 
and you care deeply about, 
but I'll still be involved 
in the game of  cricket," 

Paine was quoted as saying 
by cricket.com.au, while 
adding he's in discussions 
with Cricket Tasmania over 
coaching role.

Paine had stepped down 
as Australia's Test captain 
days before the start of  
the 2021/22 Ashes at home 
when he was accused of  
sending lewd text messages 
to a Cricket Tasmania offi-
cial earlier on in his career.

He then played for Tas-
mania as well as Hobart 
Hurricanes in the Big Bash 
League (BBL) despite not 
having a state contract.

"I just wanted to have 
one more year with Tassie 
and finish on a positive note 
with some good memories. 
To come back and do that, 
it was nice to finish on my 
home ground," the wicket-
keeper added.

Paine, who received his 
Baggy Green from Ricky 

Ponting at Lord's in July 
2010, revealed it had been 
an emotional time for him 
ever since his retirement 
news was made public.

"My phone has been 

going berserk, from all 
around the world as well, 
which is nice. It's made me 
a bit emotional reading 
some of  the messages and 
social media stuff  people 

have sent," he said.
He signed off  by saying 

playing a part in Tasmania 
clinching its first Sheffield 
Shield title in 2006-07 in the 
company of  Damien Wright 
and Michael Di Venuto will 
be a cherished memory for 
him as a player.

"To play in that (Tasma-
nian) team with Damien 
Wright, Michael Di Venuto 
and Dan Marsh and guys 
I looked up to and them 
having long careers and 
never being able to win, 
I think that was a real 
moment I'll never forget," 
Paine said.

"For myself  and George 
Bailey and 'Hilfy' (Ben Hil-
fenhaus) to come into that 
side and help those older 
guys win a Sheffield Shield  
was something I'll hold 
very closely for the rest 
of  my life," he concluded.
(AGENCIES)

IPL 2023: Coach Sanjay Bangar 

advises new RCB players to take 

up next step in their careers

1st ODI: Sri Lanka's World Cup 
chances suffer huge blow after 
heavy defeat to New Zealand

AGENCIES

AUCKLAND: Right-hand 
medium pacer Henry Shipley 
claimed a five-wicket haul as 
New Zealand beat Sri Lanka 
by 198 runs to go 1-0 up in the 
three-match ODI series. This 
is the biggest win by Black 
Caps over Sri Lanka (in terms 
of  runs) in men's ODIs.

Shipley's brilliant effort 
of  5-31 and two wickets 
apiece claimed by Daryl 
Mitchell (2-12) and Blair 
Tickner (2-20) helped New 
Zealand bowl out Sri Lanka 
for 76 in 19.5 overs after post-
ing 274 in 49.3 overs on being 
asked to bat first.

With this win, New Zea-
land have topped the ICC 
Men's Cricket World Cup 
Super League standings. 
They have 160 points from 22 
games. If  they manage a 3-0 
sweep in the series, they will 
overtake Australia, to go No. 
1 in the ICC Men's ODI Team 
Rankings.

Sri Lanka skipper Dasun 
Shanaka took the field after 
winning the toss. New Zea-
land got going on the back of  
crucial top-order contribu-
tions from Finn Allen (51) and 
co. Despite losing a flurry of  
wickets in the middle overs, 
the Kiwis got to 274 with the 
help of  some lower-order hit-
ting from Glenn Phillips (39) 
and Rachin Ravindra (49).

Chamika Karunaratne 

was the pick of  Sri Lanka 
bowlers with his 4-43.

Sri Lanka's top order was 
wrecked, thanks to a destruc-
tive spell from fast bowler 
Shipley. They lost half  their 
side in the first 10 overs and 
never recovered, eventually 
getting bowled out for 76.

This was their heaviest 
loss against New Zealand by 
the margin of  runs (in this 
format) and the fifth-heaviest 
defeat overall.

This loss further jeop-
ardises Sri Lanka's quest for 
a direct qualification. They 
are placed 10th in the Super 
League standings, with 77 
points and two more games 
to play.

Only the top eight sides in 
the Super League get a direct 
qualification to the World 
Cup, which will take place 
later this year in India.

Even if  Sri Lanka win the 
next two ODIs in the series, 
they will have to bank on 
other results for direct quali-
fication.

Brief  scores:
New Zealand 274 all out 

in 49.3 overs (Finn Allen 51, 
Rachin Ravindra 49, Daryl 
Mitchell 47, Glenn Phillips 39; 
Chamika Karunaratne 4-43, 
Kasun Rajitha 2-38, Lahiru 
Kumara 2-45) beat Sri Lanka 
76 all out in 19.5 overs (Angelo 
Mathews 18; Henry Shipley 
5-31, Daryl Mitchell 2-12) by 
198 runs. 

BENGALURU: Ahead 
of  the 2023 season of  the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL), Sanjay Bangar, the 
head coach of  Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB), 
has advised the newbies in 
the side to take up the next 
step in their careers, from 
the domestic competitions 
to the high-profile T20 tour-
nament.

RCB had qualified for 
the playoffs of  the IPL 2022 
after finishing fourth in the 
league stage. In the tour-
nament, they lost to even-
tual runners-up Rajasthan 
Royals in the second quali-
fier at Ahmedabad.

Amongst their new 
Indian players in IPL 2023 
are bowlers Himanshu 
Sharma, Rajan Kumar, 
Avinash Singh Manhas 
along with R Sonu Yadav 
and Manoj Bhadange.

"I could have sensed 
what you have been grow-
ing through. Avinash, 
Himanshu, Rajan, guys 
take that step up from 
domestic cricket, for you to 
take that step up from hin-
terland, domestic tourna-
ments right into the IPL."

"Dream big, put in the 
best efforts, and let things 
unfold in front of  you. It 
will be gradually growing 
into the first session but 
we will get the workload 
going from hereon so that 
we are best prepared when 
the game comes on the 2nd 
(April)," said Bangar in a 
video shared by the fran-
chise on their social media 
accounts.

Bangar, the former India 
batting coach, also told the 
players to take inspiration 
from someone like Dinesh 

Karthik, whose scintil-
lating finishing exploits 
for the franchise last year 
paved his way to being in 
India's squad for Men's T20 

World Cup last year in Aus-
tralia.

"We've been following 
your progress through-
out the year and it is very 
heartening to see that the 
guys have smashed hun-
dreds in the various leagues 
or somebody's picked up a 
10-wicket haul or somebody 
scored a double-hundred, 
maybe 400 runs, somebody 
has fulfilled your long-
cherished dream of  play-
ing for the country in the 
World Cup event, someone 
like DK (Dinesh Karthik)," 
the RCB coach said.

"Dinesh wanted to some-
how make it to the team. 
Harshal (Patel) was a part 
of  the World Cup squad. 
So all in all, what I feel is 
that the kind of  energy we 
bring in here and especially 
on the first day of  our new 
beginning, for some of  you, 
the experience of  stepping 
onto that team bus would 
have been fantastic for the 

first time," he added.
Asked about the impact 

player rule, which will 
be there from this season 
onwards, Bangar felt it 

will be tough on the all-
rounders.

"I believe it is 12 playing 
12. Most teams want a spe-
cialist to occupy their bat-
ting slot or their bowling 
slot. It's gonna be slightly 
tougher for players who 
want to contribute in both 
departments or players 
who are capable of  playing 
in both departments. Espe-
cially lower down the order 
at number seven. They may 
not be utilized that much 
as teams may go to special-
ist batters or a specialist 
bowler," he said.

"It would have been more 
interesting had the toss 
thing not been introduced. 
Because it sort of  takes away 
all the fun of  how teams are 
going to use impact sub-
stitutes. But for me now, 
it looks straightforward 
now. After the toss, if  you 
can pick your team then it 
becomes slightly easier," he 
added.(AGENCIES) 
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Leh-Manali Highway 
opens in record 138 days

YOGESH

JAMMU: Making history 
yet again in 2023, Border 
Road Organization (BRO) 
opened the strategic 427 
kilometers Leh-Manali 
Highway (NH-3) on Satur-
day in a record 138 days.

Officials said that even 

though the road is open 
and snow clearance is 
mostly complete in the ini-
tial days, only army con-
voys and essential supply 
vehicles will be allowed.

Accordingly, a convoy 
of  essential supplies has 
traveled from Manali to 
Leh after four months of  

the closure of  the Manali 
Leh Highway.

The BRO officials said 
that first, a trial army 
convoy will pass through 
the road up to Srachu and 
subsequently by civil traf-
fic movement.

They said that front-
line projects Himank 

and Deepak have made 
this feat possible as this 
road will be open in 
record 138 days which 
in 2021-22 was opened 
in 144 days.

With the opening of  this 
strategic road, all three 
roads to Ladakh will be 
opened by BRO—(KNO)

SARAS AAJEEVIKA Kashmir 

concludes with a record turnover
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The second 
edition of  SARAS Aajee-
vika Mela held in Kashmir, 
which featured products 
manufactured by over 300 
rural craftswomen associ-
ated with Self  Help Groups 
of  DAY NRLM concluded 
on March 25, marking it as 
the first of  it's kind 11 day 
women-led Fair in Srinagar.

The Mela hosted artisans 
from all over the country 
and offered a wide variety 
of  finest handicraft and 
handloom products from 
the remotest areas of  Rural 
India to the visitors.

The Mela which began 
here at the Banks of  Dal 
Lake on 15th March  contin-
ued till today,  offering the 
visitors a myriad collection 
of  hand made products and 
cuisines from across the 
country.

More than 170 women 
artisans from different parts 
of  rural India participated 
and showcased their prod-
ucts on 70 stalls provided by 
the JKRLM for exhibition 
and sale. women from self-
help groups from 17 states 
/UTs displayed handicraft, 
handloom and natural food 
items from different rural 
areas in the vibrant stalls 
handled and managed by 

Women SHG members.
Some of  the prominent 

items displayed at the stalls 
were the handmade cloth 
from Jammu-Kashmir with 
sozni and ariwork, antique 
coin jewellery from Maha-
rashtra, organic soaps and 
herbal cleaning agents from 
Sikkim.,Phulkari suits from 
Punjab ,Chikankari kurtis 
from Uttar Pradesh, hand-
made jewellery from Him-
achal, handloom from Bihar 
and many more.

At the food court an array 
of  dishes, traditional delica-
cies and street favourites 
were served. There were 
Vada Pav from Maharash-
tra, Momos from Sikkim, 
traditional wazwan from 
Ganderbal and the most 
liked Shahi kheer from 
Uttar Pardesh.

Addressing  the valedic-
tory function Additional 
Mission Director Jammu 
Kashmir Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (JKRLM) Reyaz 
Beigh said " Organizing 

SARAS Ajeevika Mela is a 
remarkable feat achieved by 
JKRLM  as being the host of  
a huge event where in the 
participation of  SHG mem-
bers from 17States/UTs was 
made possible".

He said such fairs provide 
a marketing platform to arti-
sans who are unable to get 
good price for their products

He further  expressed 
his gratitude and acknowl-
edgement towards the Com-
missioner Secretary Rural 
Development & Panchayati, 
Raj Mandeep Kaur and Mis-
sion Director JKRLM Indu 
Kanwal Chib  for their con-
sistent support and persua-
sion in making the Saras 
Ajeevika Kashmir a grand 
success.

He thanked all the line 
departments for their con-
tribution in making the 
Mela a success. Also he 
thanked the entire team 
of  JKRLM for their relent-
less efforts for making 
SaRAS Ajeevika Mela a 

grand success.
The fair drew a massive 

crowd on the last day. The 
SHG members returned 
home with a smile on their 
faces as they registered a 
good income. Sharing the 
views Priyanka from Vikas 
SHG based in Jani Block 
of  Uttar Pradesh said that 
attending SARAS Ajeevika 
Kashmir has boosted her 
morale to scale up her busi-
ness. Adding further she 
said she will carry back 
home the learnings from 
the Mela and the sense of  
hospitality rendered by the 
organisers of  the Mela, the 
visitors and the common 
kashmiri they met in and 
around the Mela.

Meanwhile, prizes in 
various categories were 
given during the closing 
ceremony.

In the best products cat-
egory Budgam  secured 
the first position While as  
Srinagar district bagged 
first in the best food stall 
category while as best 
presentation stall award 
was given to  Kerala State 
respectively.

The closing ceremony 
was attended by District & 
Block Programme Manag-
ers of  JKRLM and many 
other officers and officials 
from the line Departments.

RTO Kashmir adds more routes 
for minibus operators in Srinagar
‘Integrated bus service for Nishat Bagh to Soura Buchapora soon’

3 drug peddlers arrested in 

Bla, Kulgam: Police

Unscheduled power cuts 
irk Tangmarg residents

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a bid to 
streamline the public trans-
port movement system, 
Regional Transport authori-
ties on Saturday said they 
have added more routes 
under the route integration 
plan for minibus operators 
in Srinagar.

Regional Transport 
Officer (RTO) for Kashmir 
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari 
said that under the route 
integration plan, they had 
added more integrated 
routes for the convenience 
of  commuters in Srinagar.

“Under the route inte-
gration plan, we have 
added direct bus service 
from Chadoora to Soura,” 
he said, adding, “We are 
also adding the services 
from Panthachowk to 
Soura as well.”

Bukhari said they have 
already started the ser-
vices on these routes but 
that there is a less flow 
of  passengers as many 
people use their personal 
vehicles for travel. “We 
have extended the route 
integration plan and ser-

vice timing as well, and 
in a new change, our last 
bus leaves at 6:50 pm from 
Budgam station towards 
Hazratbal,” he said.

RTO Kashmir said that 
with the introduction of  
the route integration plan, 
they are now working on the 
route numbering system. 
“We reassure the people 
that public transport will 
be available on the notified 
routes as long as people 
want to avail,” he said.

“Even if  anybody from 
Chadoora belt wants to 
offer Taraweeh prayers 
at Dargah Hazratbal, just 

give me a signal, and I will 
run the bus. That is not an 
issue for me. Transport is 
available and it is up to the 
people if  they want to avail 
it or not,” he said.

Bukhari also said that 
they are likely to add the 
integrated bus service 
for Nishat Bagh to Soura 
Buchapora as well.

The authorities at RTO 
Kashmir earlier this month 
while rationalizing the bus 
service in Srinagar clubbed 
many routes in a single 
route and allocated mini-
bus operators with a specific 
route number—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Sat-
urday claimed to have 
arrested three drug ped-
dlers and recovered con-
traband substances from 
their possession.

In Baramulla, a police 
party of  PP Mirgund at 
a checkpoint established 
at Check Razak Khan 
Mirgund arrested a drug 
peddler identified as Sha-
koor Ahmad Parray son 
of  Abdul Rehman Parray 
resident of  Rambirgarh 
Srinagar, a police spokes-
man said in a statement 
issued  here.

During the search, 
90 grams of  Charas was 
recovered from his pos-
session. He has shifted to 
the police station where he 
remains in custody, police 
said.

Meanwhile, a police 
party of  PP Wussan at a 
checkpoint established at 
Goshbugh Pattan arrested 
a drug peddler identified 
as Mudasir Hussain Batoo 
son of  Ghulam Hassan 
Batoo. During the search, 
75 grams of  Charas was 

recovered from his posses-
sion. He has been shifted to 
the police station where he 
remains in custody, police 
said.

“In Kulgam, a police 
party of  PS Kulgam at a 

checkpoint established 
at Kaharwat Crossing 
intercepted a suspicious 
person who after noticing 
the police party tried to 
flee from the spot but was 
apprehended tactfully. 
He has been identified as 
Javeed Ahmad Rather son 
of  Abdul Hamid Rather 
resident of  Sungus. During 
the search, officers were 
able to recover 120 grams 
of  Charas from his posses-
sion. He has been arrested 
and shifted to PS Kulgam 

where he remains in cus-
tody,” police said.

Meanwhile in another 
action, a police party led 
by SHO PS Devsar during 
patrolling intercepted a 
suspicious person carry-
ing a nylon bag, who after 
noticing the police party 
left the bag and flee from 
the spot by taking advan-
tage of  nearby dense 
orchards. His identity 
was later ascertained as 
Mohammad Ashraf  Malik 
son of  Abdul Rahman 
Malik resident of  Malwan, 
police said, adding that on 
searching the bag, 5 Kgs 
of  Ganja was recovered. 
Moreover, efforts are on 
to effect his arrest, police 
said.

Regarding the incidents, 
police said that cases under 
relevant sections of  law 
have been registered and 
investigations have been 
initiated.

“Our consistent actions 
against drug peddlers 
should reassure the com-
munity members that we 
are making efforts to keep 
our society free from the 
scourge of  drug menace,” 
police said.

WARIS FAYAZ

BARAMULLA: Unsched-
uled power cuts in Tang-
marg and its adjacent 
areas of  north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district are 
giving a tough time to the 
residents in Ramadhan.

Locals said their lives 
and businesses have been 
severely affected due to 
pesky power cuts.

“These frequent power 
cuts have become a daily 
affair. To demand 24x7 
electricity is a dream. We 
just demand regular and 
scheduled power supply,” 
said Umer, a local.

He said that the power 

department should follow 
the curtailment schedule.

The areas facing the 
outages since last week 
include Tangmarg, Wara-
pora, Hajibal, Waniloo and 
other adjacent areas.

The residents also said 
that they brought the issue 
into the notice of  the con-
cerned officers several 
times to no avail.

They urged the admin-
istration to look into the 
matter and solve the issue 
at the earliest.

"I am in a meeting", Assis-
tant Executive Engineer, 
Power Development Depart-
ment, Tangmarg said, when 
contacted—(KNO)

Dr Sehrish Kick starts 

distribution of beehives, 

colonies among beneficiaries

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: In order 
to encourage the benefi-
ciaries of  Baramulla dis-
trict, Agriculture Depart-
ment Baramulla Saturday 
organised a distribution 
camp of  Beehives and 
colonies among Self  Help 
Groups and FPOs under 
Capex Budget 2022-23 at 
Khawjabagh here.

The distribution camp 
was kick started by Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner Baramulla, Dr 
Syed Sehrish Asgar in 
presence of  Joint Direc-
tor Planning, Chief  Agri-
culture officer and other 

concerned functionaries.
On the occasion, Dr 

Sehrish Asgar distributed 
300 Beehives and colonies 
among the unemployed 
youth of  the district. It 
was informed that the total 
number of  Beekeepers in 
the district stands 210 and 
Number of  colonies are 
7810 in which 730 Quantils 
are yielded annually.

In her address at the 
event, the DDC stated that 
beekeeping as an enterprise 
can be a significant step for 
boosting the income and 
livelihood opportunities for 
the youth including landless 
farmers.

Considering the huge 

area under horticultural 
crops like apple and other 
fruit crops in the UT, keep-
ing bee hives in the crop 
fields can increase pollina-
tion efficiency and improve 
the crop yield and quality, 
Dr Sehrish added.

Moreover, the DDC also 
stressed on expanding 
agriculture activities by 
cultivation of  mushroom 
produce and beehives to 
increase the income of  
local people under the 
Model Tribal Village pro-
gramme.

Later, She also distribut-
ed the registration certifi-
cate of  National Beeboard 
among farmers.

Waqf Board Chair Suspends 31 
Employees, Orders Enquiry

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Dr Syed Darakhshan Andrabi, the 
Chairperson of  J&K Waqf  Board On Saturday sus-
pended 31 employees for neglecting their duties at 
various shrines in Srinagar.

According to a statement issued, during a sur-
prise inspection conducted by the chairperson, it 
was discovered that numerous employees were 
absent without authorization. However, the majority 
of  the suspensions were due to the employees’ inabil-
ity to maintain cleanliness at the shrines, mosques, 
and associated sanitary complexes/ablution points.

Dr. Darakhshan took action following her visit 
to the shrines of  Makhdoom Sahab, Aasari Shareef  
Hazratbal, and Naqshband Sahib in Srinagar. The 
Tehsildar of  J&K Waqf  Board has been instructed to 
investigate the incident and submit a report to the 
Chairperson within three days for further action.

Power shutdown announced 
in Kashmir areas

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Power Controller Kashmir has informed 
that the power supply to Grid Station Lisser shall 
remain affected on March 26 from 10 am to 4 pm.

Similarly, the power supply to receiving station 
Panzgam shall remain affected on March 27 from 10 
am to 4 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to receiving stations 
Ahmadnagar, Umerhair and Gulabagh shall remain 
affected on March 26 from 10 am to 5 pm.

Similarly, the power supply to receiving stations 
TRC, Nedous and Rajbagh shall remain affected on 
March 26 from 10 am to 5 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to receiving stations 
Barbarshah and Basant Bagh shall remain affected 
on April 02 from 10 am to 2 pm.

Over 1000 youth participate 

in Mega Job Fair in Rajouri
GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAJOURI:  District 
Administration Rajouri, 
in collaboration with the 
District Employment and 
Counselling Centre, hosted 
a Mega Job Fair as part 
of  its youth club activa-
tion programme. The fair 
aimed to provide a plat-
form for young people to 
secure their livelihoods 

and was inaugurated by 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Vikas Kundal.

The event was a great 
success, with over 1000 
unemployed youth par-
ticipating and 27 private 
agencies present. 440 can-
didates submitted their 
resumes and 246 were reg-
istered. Of  those, 114 were 

shortlisted for jobs and 5 
were issued appointment 
letters on the spot.

Vikas Kundal empha-
sised the importance of  
such initiatives in pro-
viding opportunities for 
young people to enhance 
their skills and secure 
employment. He urged 
them to take advantage 
of  government schemes 
and initiatives to support 

entrepreneurship and self-
employment.

The job fair was organ-
ised in collaboration with 
various private organisa-
tions and included oppor-
tunities in fields such as 
IT, healthcare, hospitality 
and finance. It successfully 
brought together job seek-
ers and employers, provid-

ing a platform for young 
people to showcase their 
skills and talents.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also interacted 
with the job applicants 
at the fair. He listened to 
their concerns and provid-
ed valuable insights and 
advice on how to approach 
their job search. His active 
engagement with the appli-
cants demonstrated his 

commitment to supporting 
young people in securing 
employment and building 
a prosperous future.

While interacting with 
the applicants and employ-
ers, he highlighted the 
importance of  such events 
in providing a platform for 
young people to showcase 
their skills and talents.


