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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Terror Funding Crackdown

Angler's paradise

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Administration has taken some important steps 
to boost handicraft and handloom sector. We are 
committed to provide training, design, technology, 
financial and other infrastructure support that will 
significantly contribute to the growth of this sector 
and earnings of artisans.

th19  March

12:00 PM, 6:20PM
(Hindi)

3:20 PM (Hindi)

U/A U/A

11:45 AM (Hindi)
2:40 PM, 5:30 PM (Eng)

U/A

12:45 PM, 3:50 PM, 6:30 PM
(Hindi)

U/A

TU JHOOTHI MAIN MAKKAR PATHAANMRS. CHATTERJEE VS NORWAY SHAZAM: FURY OF THE GODS

Call 95416 13868
For assistance with tickets

INOX CINEMA
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

MOVIE SCHEDULE
Sunday

TICKETS AT
www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com | Paytm, Inox App,

or Directly from the booking counter at the cinema.

SIA raids cleric Sarjan Barkati’s 
residence, other locations in Kashmir

GMK News Network

Srinagar: The State Investiga-
tion Agency (SIA) in Kashmir 
on Saturday raided multiple 
places linked to Islamic cleric 
Sarjan Barkati for allegedly 
using for personal benefits a 
sum of more than Rs 1.5 crore, 
collected through crowd-
funding and suspected terror 
sources.

Barkati, a preacher from 
south Kashmir, has been 
found to have made several 
anti-India speeches in the past 
and was reportedly involved 
in instigating and mobilising 
thousands of agitators dur-
ing the violent 2016 protests 
in Kashmir, triggered by the 
killing of terrorist Burhan 
Wani, official sources said.

Sources said that the 
sleuths of the investigating 
agency with the assistance of 
the local police and the CRPF 
carried out raids in summer 
capital Srinagar, Anantnag, 
Kulgam, Shopian and other 
districts.

He said the SIA raided the 
residence of Sarjan Ahmed 
Wagay @Barkati son of Abdul 
Raziq Wagay, a resident of 
Reben Zainapora in Shopian 
district, adding that the raids 

are being conducted in con-
nection with a case already 
registered at the SIA.

Meanwhile, a statement is-
sued reads that SIA of J&K 
has launched early morning 
searches at eight different 

places to investigate the tribu-
taries and distributaries of 
slush funds flowing through 
the known religious cleric 
Maulavi Sarjan Barkati of 
south Kashmir, ill famous for 

mobilising thousands onto 
streets during 2016 violent 
agitation, through his incen-
diary oratory.

Known as pied piper, Sarjan 
Barkati used to openly invite 
and incite youth to take to 

violence and pull down the 
Indian state in J&K, the state-
ment said.

“SIA have registered a case 
FIR No 02/23 related to Crowd-
funding against Sarjan Barka-
ti and others in which he has 
raised huge funds amounting 
more than 1.5 Crore, with 
his family making emotional 
appeals to general public to 
support them for day to day 
needs. Under this garb he not 
only generated huge funds but 
prima facia also laundered 
money coming from unknown 
sources suspected to have 
originated from terror outfits 
for further use in sustaining 
the secessionist-terrorist cam-
paign,” the statement said.

So far, SIA have identified 
10 suspects whose involve-
ment has surfaced in the ini-
tial investigation. The early 
morning raids spread over 
many districts of Kashmir are 
underway, it said.

“Each search is backed by 
search warrants issued by 
competent court, P-02

Each search is backed by search warrants issued by competent 
court, Magistrates, local police assistance, lady police team, spotters, and transport 

support by Security wing of J&K police.”

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on Saturday 
said that government is com-
mitted to promote the Crafts, 
especially the handicraft and 
Handicrafts sector of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The Lt Governor while confer-
ring UT level award to artists at 
Raj Bhavan said unprecedented 
growth has been recorded in the 
last three months and this sector 
has registered Rs 729 crore worth 
export despite the instability in 
the global market and it shows 
the collective efforts of artisans 
and handicraft department.

The Lt Governor congratu-
lated all the award winners for 
their commendable service to 
preserve and promote priceless 
cultural and artistic heritage.

The Lt Governor said ad-
ministration has taken several 
important steps to boost handi-
craft and handloom sector. P-02

Govt committed to promote J&K’s 
handicraft, handloom sector: LG Sinha
Presents UT Level Award to Artisans

LG Inaugrates 3,000-Pilgrim Capacity 
Durga Bhawan At Vaishnodevi

Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha inaugurated the newly con-
structed Durga Bhawan at the Holy Shrine of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi, 
Saturday. The Lt Governor sought the blessings of Shri Mata Vaishno 

Devi and dedicated the facility to the devotees. P-02

Terrorists escape 
after brief 
exchange of fire 
in Pulwama

GMK News Network

Srinagar: After a brief 
exchange of fire in the wee 
hours of Saturday, the 
terrorists have managed 
to give a slip to govern-
ment forces in Mitrigam 
village of South Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district, officials 
said Saturday.

An official said, that a 
joint team of Police, Army 
and CRPF had launched a 
Cordon and Search Opera-
tion on specific informa-
tion about the presence 
of terrorists in the area 
on Saturday. He said that 
as the joint team of forces 
approached the suspected 
spot, the hiding terrorists 
fired upon them, triggering 
a gunfight. P-02

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Rain lashed plains 
in last 24 hours, leading to 
slight drop in mercury at most 
places, while as weather de-
partment on Saturday forecast 
more precipitation in Jammu 
and Kashmir till March 20.

A meteorological depart-
ment official said that received 
1mm of rain in 24 hours till 
0830 hours, Qazigund 3.8mm, 
Pahalgam 2.1mm, Kupwara 
00mm, Kokernag 28.4mm, Gul-
marag 0.6mm, Jammu 1.4mm, 
Banihal 41.8mm, Batote 
23.2mm, Katra 5.8mm, P-02

After rains, mercury 
drops at most places in J&K

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Asia’s largest Tulip 
garden, located on the foothills 
of Zabarwan hills here, is all set 
to welcome visitors from today.

The garden, situated at an 
altitude of 5,600 feet, will show-
case over 16 lakh tulips of dif-
ferent varieties, along with 
hyacinths, daffodils and ranun-
culus, the officials said.

Ahead of the opening of the 
Tulip Garden, traffic police au-
thorities have issued a detailed 
advisory for motorists, allow-
ing regulation of only one-way 

traffic from March 19 to 26.
The Traffic Police Srinagar 

in the advisory has said that 
they are anticipating a huge 
rush of locals and tourists in 
view of the opening of Asia’s 
largest Tulip Garden on March 
19 (Sunday); and have decided 
to allow only one-way traffic 
for a week to avoid any incon-
venience to visitors.

“Asia's largest Tulip Gar-
den is being thrown open to 
the public on 19th March-2023 
and it is expected that a large 
number of tourists and local 
populace will throng to Tulip 

Garden and other gardens in 
its vicinity. Due to the expect-
ed rush of people, there are 
chances of congestion, and for 
the convenience of people and 
to avoid slow movement, One-
Way traffic shall be regulated 
initially w.e.f. 19-03-2023 till 26-
03-2023,” the advisory reads.

According to the advisory, 
the people intending to visit 
the Tulip Garden shall adopt 
Lal Chowk-Dalgate-Boulevard/
Gupkar Road to reach the gar-
den. On their return, they shall 
adopt the Nishat-Foreshore-Ha-
bak-Dargah-Khanyar P-02

Tulip Garden to be thrown open for visitors from today
Only one-way traffic allowed to Tulip Garden till March 26

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: At least four persons 
were killed and 28 more were 
injured after a bus they were 
travelling in turned turtle 
at Awantipora area of South 
Kashmir's Pulwama district 
on Saturday. An official said 
that a bus bearing registration 
number JK02BA 1881 turtle on 
National Highway in Goori-

pora area of Awantipora in 
which around 23 passengers 
received injuries. They said 

that all the injured were shift-
ed to hospital P-02

Four Bihar Residents Killed As Bus 
Turns Turtle In South Kashmir

IANS

New Delhi:  A Parliamentary 
Standing Committee has taken 
note of the high air fares charged 
by some airline operators in the 
domestic sector, and held that they 
are misguiding the public and forc-
ing passengers to pay more.

The Committee also pointed out 
the wrong information published 
by the private airlines on their 
websites, regarding the number of 
seats left in the flight and the prices 
of the tickets.

"The level of misinformation can 
be gauged from the fact that even 
after the last tickets have been 
sold, the same number of seats 
show on the website, as in-
dicated before the tickets 
sale. This indicates that 
airline operators are 
misguiding the public 
and forcing passengers 
to pay more," the panel 
said in the Demand for 
Grants (2023-24) report of the 
Civil Aviation Ministry.

In view of the above, it recom-

mended that the Ministry should 
formulate appropriate guidelines 
regarding rationalisation of fares 

and publishing the correct in-
formation on the website of 

the airlines.
It also pointed out that 

'Predatory Pricing' is be-
ing restored to by the 
domestic airlines sector. 

"A particular airline may 
sell its air tickets at such a 

low level, that other competi-
tors cannot compete and are forced 
to exit the market. P-02

Airlines misguiding people, 
forcing passengers to pay more: Parl Panel

Sheikh Qayoom

Srinagar: Known as the angler's 
paradise, Kashmir is famous the 
world over for its glistening moun-
tain streams those are home to the 
trout fish.

Other fish species living in lakes, 
rivers and streams of the Valley are 
the various species of local fish in-
cluding Schizothorax plagiostmus, 
Schizothorax labitus, Schizothorax 
curvifrons (Sattar), Schizothorax 
niger (Algaad), Schizothorax plani-
frons (Chush), Schizothorax lon-
gipinnis (Dap Gaad), Triplophysa 
marmorata, Crossocheilus diplo-
cheilus, Schistura punjabensis, 
Bangana diplostoma, Glyptothorax 
kashmirensis, Glyptosterun retic-
ulum, Triplophysa kashmirensis 
and Botia birdi (Ram gurun).

Later introductions into Valley's 

lakes and rivers are the common 
carp, grass carp, etc.

Interestingly, trout fish was in-
troduced in Kashmir by the British 
to address nostalgia of its officers 

posted in the Himalayan state.
The first batch of 10,000 trout ova 

came to Kashmir in 1899 from UK 
due to the courtesy of the Duke of 
Bedford. Rainbow and brown trout 
were introduced by a Britisher, 

Frank K. Mitchell during Dogra 
Maharaja Pratap Singh's reign in 
1900. In 1908, a trout hatchery was 
built at Achabal in Anantnag dis-
trict from where eyed-ova of Brown 
trout were sent to all over Kashmir.

Shah Malik, who is into wildlife 
research, said: "To survive, trout 
needs temperatures between 0 to 20 
degree Celsius. It cannot flourish in 
standing water and must have ac-
cess to perennially flowing waters.

"It also migrates annually to the 
upper reaches to breed. In the wild, 
brown trout can be found in Lidder 
River, Brengi River and streams 
such as Madhumati and Ferozepur, 
among others in the Valley."

Brown trout attracts anglers, 
particularly foreigners, to J&K's 
high altitude lakes and numerous 
snow-fed freshwater streams, mak-
ing it an important P-02

Kashmir beckons trout lovers to 
its glistening lakes, streams
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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SIA raids cleric Sarjan 
Barkati’s 

Magistrates, local police assistance, lady police 
team, spotters, and transport support by Security 
wing of J&K police,” it added.

“With the seizures of electronic gadgets, incrimi-
nating material and other corroborative evidence 
during these searches, SIA is hopeful that the 
searches would enable it to extract some vital evi-
dence as to who all have contributed to the Sarjan 
Barkati fund, what was the source of such money, 
how much of it was from legitimate income and 
how much from unaccountable sources, whether 
such sources had anything to do with terror and 
Hurriyat finances.”

Preliminary investigations have shown Sarjan 
Barkati has diverted a substantial part of the funds 
for his personal benefit and purchased a piece of 
land worth Rs 45 Lakhs in Anantnag town in the 
name of his wife which he sold for Rs 72 Lakhs, 
making a profit of Rs 27 Lakhs and has also built 
a palatial house using public money, the statement 
said.

He has also purchased 5 Kanals of land to estab-
lish a Madrassa which as per credible information 
is meant for making money and provide platform 
to anti national elements and also aimed to be a 
breeding ground for luring youth towards militan-
cy, it said.

“A large chunk of such ill-gotten money has been 
deposited in several FDRs in the name of his family 
members. Not only has the accused breached the 
public trust with emotional blackmail by building 
a personal fortune on the crowd funds donated to 
him by public for the daily sustenance, he as well 
camouflaged money coming from suspects sources 
under the garb of crowd funding for furtherance of 
secessionist-terrorists campaign,” the statement 
added.

Govt committed to promote 
J&K’s

We are committed to provide training, design, 
technology, financial and other infrastructure sup-
port that will significantly contribute to the growth 
of this sector and earnings of artisans, he added.

More than 3 lakh artisans are registered with the 
department. Number of steps like enhanced finan-
cial assistance, 7% interest subvention, training, 
assistance to 3000 Self Help Groups and cooperative 
societies have been taken to accelerate the develop-
ment of this sector, he added.

The Lt Governor also spoke on the various other 
efforts of the UT administration such as GI tagging, 
labeling, brand building, incentives to increase ex-
ports and ensure access to the global market.

“The Department has launched e-commerce plat-
forms to empower the artisans,” the Lt Governor 
said.

Under the guidance of Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
J&K has set a new record in Village Industrial 
Unit. In the last financial year, 1.73 lakh new jobs 
were generated under PMEGP alone, he added.

On the occasion, the Lt Governor directed the De-
partment of Handlooms and Handicrafts to develop 
a mechanism for further increasing the export in 
the sector and changing the lives of artisans and 
craftsmen.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary; Sh 
Prashant Goyal, Principal Secretary Industries 
& Commerce; Sh Vijay Kumar Biduri, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, other senior officers of 
Handicraft & Handloom Department, besides large 
gathering of awardees and artisans were present.

LG Inaugrates 3,000-Pilgrim
Congratulating the entire team of Mata Vaishno 

Devi Shrine Board and everyone associated with 
the project, the Lt Governor said the Bhawan with 
the capacity to accommodate 3000 pilgrims per day, 
will provide ease and comfort to the seekers, be-
sides ensuring effective crowd management.

“The Shrine Board has started various new ini-
tiatives for providing better facilities to the pil-
grims. Spiritual and cultural heritage is being 
revived by building modern infrastructure and ad-
ministration is committed to ensure that devotees 
on sacred pilgrimage are looked after well,” said 
the Lt Governor.

It is our responsibility to enrich the traditional 
values and facilitate the spiritual journey of the 
devotees coming from across the country and 
abroad, especially those who are elderly, sick and 
specially-abled, he added.

The Lt Governor said the interests of traders, 
pony walas, local business community and other 
stakeholders are being safeguarded while develop-
ing the facilities for the devotees.

A ropeway from Tarakote to Sanjhi Chhat will 
come up soon. I assure the local people, traders 
and all the stakeholders that the ropeway facility 
will be provided to only elderly, sick and specially-
abled devotees. We have kept a limited capacity of 
devotees per day. There will be no impact on the 
livelihood of traders, business community and po-
nywalas, said the Lt Governor.

A committee has been constituted to discuss and 
resolve all the concerns of stakeholders, he added.

The Lt Governor also shared the efforts for bring-
ing the prominent spiritual and religious places of 
the region on the spiritual tourism circuit which 
will also generate livelihood opportunities for the 
locals.

Shrine Board has also approved the reconstruc-
tion of Shankaracharya temple near Katra. Un-
derground cabling works will be completed next 
month and Skywalk will be ready by the month 
of June. Many more projects are in the pipeline to 
uplift the religious tourism sector in the region, he 
added.

The inaugural ceremony commenced with the 
Lt Governor along with Board members and Chief 
Secretary taking part in the hawan and pooja ritu-
als.

Earlier, the Lt Governor paid obeisance at the 
sanctum sanctorum and prayed for happiness, 
peace and prosperity for all.

Dr Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary; Dr. Man-
deep Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secretary to the 
Lt Governor;  Sh Ramesh Kumar, Divisional Com-

missioner Jammu; Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine 
Board Members; Sh Anshul Garg, CEO SMVDSB, 
Donors and pilgrims in large numbers attended the 
inaugural ceremony.

After rains, mercury 
 Bhaderwah 6.3mm and Kathua 7.4mm.  
Regarding temperature, he said, Srinagar re-

corded a low of 6.8°C against 6.6°C on the previous 
night and it was 2.1°C above normal for the sum-
mer capital.

Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of 3.8°C against 
4.5°C on the previous night and it was 0.2°C above 
normal for the gateway town of Kashmir.

Pahalgam, he said, recorded a low of 2.1°C against 
1.6°C on the previous night and it was 2.0°C above 
normal for the famous tourist resort in south Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district.

Kokernag recorded a low of 2.1°C against 4.6°C on 
the previous night and it was 1.4°C below normal 
for the place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 0.5°C, the same as on 
the previous night and it was 2.8°C above normal 
for the world famous skiing resort in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district, he said.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury settled at 
4.8°C against 4.3°C on the previous night and it was 
1.7°C above normal for the north Kashmir area.

Jammu recorded a low of 15.2°C against 14.3°C on 
the previous night. It was 0.3°C below normal for 
J&K’s winter capital, he said.

Banihal, he said, recorded a low of 4.4°C (below 
normal by 0.5°C), Batote 6.1°C (below normal by 
0.6°C), Katra 13.0°C (0.4°C above normal) and Bha-
darwah 7.0°C (3.1°C above normal).

Ladakh’s Leh, he said, recorded a low of minus 
3.4°C. “Intermittent rain and thunderstorm accom-

panied by gusty winds at scattered places is expect-
ed whereas snowfall is likely over higher reaches 
from March till 20,” the official said, adding, “there 
is no forecast of any heavy rain and snow during 
the time.”

He said farmers are urged to postpone spraying 
of orchards during the period. (GNS)

Four Bihar Residents
for treatment, however, three of them succumbed 
on the way to the hospital while another suc-
cumbed to his injuries at SDH Pampore.

He identified them as Nasrudin Ansari S/o Islam 
Ansari of Khairawa Tola Pakri Harditerha West 
Champaran, Bihar - 845451, Raj Karan Das S/o 
Shivu as Singhari Gobindpur Kishanganj, Kha-
tia Pichhia, Bihar - 855117, Saleem Ali S/o Mohd 

Alauddin R/o Hakimnagar Chilhapara, Katihar, 
Telta Bihar - 854317 and Kaisher Alam S/o Sheo 
Majaqurul R/O Birnagar Sharifnagar Barsoiqhat, 
Katihar, Bihar- 854317.

He said that among 28 injured persons five with 
minor injuries were being treated at SDH Pampore 
who have been discharged while others were shift-
ed to SMHS Srinagar, two to SKIMS Soura and 10 to 
Bone and Joint hospital Srinagar where the condi-
tion of a few more is said to be critical.

Meanwhile, police have taken cognizance and 
started an investigation in this regard.

Meanwhile LG Manoj Sinha expressed grief over 
the incident and directed district administration to 
provide all assistance to the affected persons.

"I am deeply anguished by the unfortunate Bus 
accident in Awantipora today, in which precious 
lives have been lost and many others have been 
injured. I have issued instructions to the District 
Administration to provide all necessary assistance 
to the affected persons," Office of the LG tweeted.

"District Administration is in touch with the 
bereaved families in Bihar to provide all possible 
help. My heartfelt condolences to the families of 
the deceased and I wish speedy recovery to those 
injured." Office of the LG tweeted later.

Deputy Commissioner Pulwama announced the 
ex-gratia of one lac for each deceased, Rs 25 Thou-
sand for critically injured and Rs 10,000 for persons 
with minor injuries

"On the directions of HLG, DC Pulwama an-
nounced the ex gratia of one lac  for each deceased 
and Rs 25,000 for the  injured. Also ensured the best 
medical treatment for the injured in hospitals," DC 
Pulwama tweeted.

DC Pulwama Baseer Ul Haq Choudhary while 
talking to KNO said that all formalities to take dead 
bodies back to Bihar have been completed and ad-
ministration will bear the expenses to take them 
back to home for last rites.

He also visited SMHS & B & B&J hospitals to in-
quire about the health of the persons who were in-
jured in the bus accident in Awantipora.

He ensured that best possible health care shall be 
extended to the injured—(KNO)

Terrorists escape
He added that after the initial exchange of fire, no 

contact was established with the hiding terrorists.
The official said that cordon layers were tight-

ened after the initial exchange of fire, however, ter-
rorists managed to give a slip to forces and opera-
tion was called off—(KNO)

Tulip Garden to be thrown
 route to reach their respective destinations.
“Likewise, motorists intending to travel from 

Harwan-Shalimar-Nishat and other adjacent ar-
eas towards Lal-Chowk are requested to travel 
via Foreshore- Hazratbal route instead of Nishat-
Boulevard road axis to reach their respective desti-
nations,” the advisory reads. “Motorists intending 
to travel from Gulab Bagh-Zakoora-Naseembagh-
Habbak and adjacent areas shall adopt Habak - Dar-
gah- Khanyar route to reach Lal Chowk instead of 
Foreshore Road.”

The available parking places are in front of the 
Botanical Garden, open land at Kralsangri, SKICC, 
Royal Spring Golf Course, and LCMA Parking at 
Nishat. The visitors have been advised to park 
their vehicles only at designated parking places 
and avoid parking their vehicles on the roadside. 
“Wrongly parked vehicles will be towed,” the traf-
fic police said, adding, “Emergencies shall be al-
lowed to take the shortest route. One-way traffic 
will be implemented from 0900 hrs till 1900 hrs.”—
(KNO inputs)

Airlines misguiding people, 
A company that does this will see initial losses, 

but eventually it benefits by driving competition 
out of the market and raising its prices again," said 
the report.

The Committee desired to know whether avia-
tion regulator, the DGCA had at any point of time 
intervened to check the fares of air tickets. It also 
expressed concern at the fact that in the domestic 
sector, private airlines are charging different fares 
for the same sector, route and same direction of 
flights.

This is specifically so for the northeastern region 
and hilly areas including Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, where the prices of domestic sector tickets 
are, sometimes, even more than the international 

airline sector prices.
The Committee took note of the fact that after the 

repeal of the Air Corporations Act, 1953, the airfare 
is market driven and depends on market fares, and 
is neither established nor regulated by the gov-
ernment. "It notes the DGCA's comments that the 
airfares were regulated for a fixed period during 
the Covid pandemic in compliance with Aircraft 
Act, 1934 and the regulation was withdrawn as the 
Covid pandemic abated and that airlines are free 
to fix reasonable tariffs under the Aircraft Rules, 
1937, with regard to cost of operation, services, rea-
sonable profit and generally prevailing tariff," said 
the report.

Kashmir beckons trout lovers 
to 

part of the tourism industry.
Due to separatist violence in Kashmir, fish spe-

cies especially trout suffered maximum damage 
at the hands of the poachers who used all means 
including nets, bleaching powder and other agents 
to catch fish.

Thanks to the improving law and order situation, 
officials of the local fisheries department are en-
suring that reserved trout beats are fully protected.

In many cases, poachers have been booked and 
produced in courts of law.

As the environment inside other various water 
bodies and reserved fishing beats improves, the 
numbers of wild trout in mountain streams of the 
Valley is again increasing.

Fishing in reserved fish beats is allowed through 
permits given by the local fisheries department 
and no angler can catch more than six fish during a 
day's angling inside the reserved fish beats.

Trout rearing units/hatcheries have been estab-
lished in private sector by individual farmers in 
almost all the districts of the union territory. The 
local fisheries department undertakes broodstock 
management to achieve better fertilisation during 
spawning.

Due to the large production in private and gov-
ernment run trout hatcheries, Anantnag was de-
clared as the trout district of the Valley in 2018.

Government run Kokernag fish farm in Anant-
nag district is Asia's largest trout fish farm.

Angling season starts in Kashmir in the month of 
April and ends in September. Although the number 
of anglers steadily dropped during the peak years 
of militancy, these numbers have started picking 
up now.

Trout fish farming is a Rs 100 crore industry and 
has been regularly growing with more and more 
farmers taking to fish breeding in the Valley.

One of the best trout angling beats is Brengi Nal-
lah in Anantnag district.

Lidder stream in Anantnag and the Sindh stream 
in Ganderbal districts are known for the wild trout 
species living in these streams.

Gurez, Kishenganga, Madhumati and a few other 
streams also contain trout fish.

These streams have been declared as protected 
streams and angling is regulated and allowed only 
through special permits issued by the fisheries de-
partment.

The mountain stream passing through the Dachi-
gam national park in Srinagar is the first stream 
where trout ova were released after importing 
these from UK.

Mountain lakes like Gangabal, Gadsar, Vishan-
sar, Krishansar and Tarsar lake are also home to 
trout fish in Kashmir.

Angling by the day, dinner beside the bonfire 
in the evening and a night under the starlit sky 
is an experience, the tourists and professional an-
glers would hardly miss as Kashmir returns on the 
world tourist map with a bang.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar: Sh Kailash Vijay-
vargiya, National General 
Secretary, BJP met Lieutenant 
Governor Shri Manoj Sinha at 
Raj Bhavan Saturday.

Sh Vijayvargiya dis-
cussed with the Lt Gover-
nor various matters with 
regard to the development 
of Jammu Kashmir and wel-

fare of the people.
Later, Sh Sukhnandan 

Choudhary, former Minis-
ter apprised the Lt Gover-
nor about various issues of 
public importance.

The Lt Governor assured 
the former minister of 
appropriate redressal of the 
genuine demands based on 
merit.

Sh. Trideep Rai, former 

captain of the Indian Bas-
ketball Team also called 
on the Lt Governor and 
discussed the promotion of 
sports culture amongst the 
youth.

IANS

New Delhi: Delhi-based 
Anil (name changed) had 
been living with a kidney 
tube (nephrostomy) and a 
urine bag hanging outside 
his body for three months.

The 32-year-old man 
underwent ureteroscopy 
(the process of removing 
ureteric stones) at a hospi-
tal. While the stone could 
not be removed, post ure-
teroscopy, he developed a 
7 cm long stricture in the 

ureter, restricting the flow 
of urine from the bladder.

Additional three unsuc-
cessful procedures ended up 
further damaging the ureter 
and infecting the kidney.

The urinary bag hanging 
outside his body was not 
only causing hindrance to 
the patient's daily routine 
but he also developed an 
infection along with pain 
in the kidney.

"Ureteric stone is a very 
common problem in adults 
but ureteric stricture lead-

ing to complete blockage 
and putting a nephrosto-
my tube is very rare," Dr. 
Shailesh Chandra Sahay, 
Director - Urology, Max Hos-
pital, Patparganj, told IANS.

Sahay's team used a 
rare approach by grafting 
skin from the patient's oral 
cavity to repair the blocked 
ureter.

The complex surgery 
lasted three hours and was 
performed robotically, with 
minimal incisions to avoid 
significant blood loss and 

aid in rapid recovery, the 
doctor said.

"Normally a procedure 
like this would require a 
large incision and leave 
behind significant scarring. 
This was quite a challenging 
case, but the use of robotic-
assisted surgery allowed for 
3D vision and better ergo-
nomics, which aided in the 
successful application of the 
oral mucosal graft to the 
ureter," Sahay said.

The urine bag, which was 
hanging outside the body 

for almost 3 months, was 
finally removed after the 
successful surgery.

The patient has made a full 
recovery, and was discharged 
from the hospital after three 
days and is now living a 
healthy life, Sahay said.

"We hope that this will 
raise awareness amongst 
the people about the benefits 
of robotic-assisted surgery 
and help more patients with 
similar conditions achieve 
positive outcomes and lead 
healthy lives," he added.

Robot-assisted reconstructive surgery aids man with blocked ureterBJP National General 
Secretary meets Lt Governor
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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TRANSFORMING J&K

DPAP aims for inclusive, 
progressive J&K: Azad

Farmers demand adequate 
stock of fertilizers in Kashmir 
ahead of sowing season

KU’s CORD organises 
collaborative hands-on 
training, workshop for 
teachers, students

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar: Chairman Demo-
cratic Progressive Azad Party 
(DPAP) and former chief min-
ister Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
Saturday said that his politics 
is based on inclusiveness, 
development and peace. 

Speaking at the public 
meeting in Eidgah Srinagar, 
he said that unlike other 
parties who try to divide 
people for political gains, he 
aims to develop Jammu and 
Kashmir inclusively where 
every person irrespective 
of religion, caste and creed 
feels politically and socially 
empowered. “I had never 
thought that after leaving 
Congress, the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir will 
receive me with this kind of 
warmth and love,” he said.

Azad said that after leav-
ing Congress more and 
more people are joining 
his new party and believe 
in him. “It gives me more 
responsibilities and chal-
lenges to meet the expecta-
tions of people. People feel 
dejected and disappointed 
with the present govern-
ing system,” he said. Azad 

said that those politicians 
who have no vision resort 
to communal and divisive 
politics, but he aims to build 
a better and progressive 
Jammu Kashmir where the 

future of youth is secure. He 
said if his party is coming 
to power, he will bring 
the massive developmen-
tal revolution across the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir besides he 

will continue to fight for the 
rights of people. 

“Be it statehood, land or 
jobs, I will lead my people 
from the front to secure their 
rights,” he told the gather-

ing. He said he will never let 
people alone and every issue 
that matters for the common 
people will be concerning 
him. “My people are my 
priority. I have come back 
to Jammu Kashmir only for 

my people otherwise, I had 
all the opportunities I could 
desire ever in my life.” 

Among others who were 
present on the occasion 
were G.M.Saroori Vice 

Chairman, Taj Mohiud-
din Treasurer, Haji Abdul 
Rashid General Secretary, 
Saddam Nabi Azad, Ghulam 
Nabi Bhatt, Farooq Shikari, 
Arif Maqbool, Altaf Dar and 
others.

BHAT IMRAN

Srinagar: School Education 
Department has decided to 
promote happiness zones in 
government-run-schools for 
joyful learning in order to 
make a cordial pupil-teacher 
relation. Director of School 
Education Jammu (DSEJ) 
Ravi Shankar Sharma has 
said, “Happiness zones need 
to be promoted in schools 
for joyful learning in order 
to make a cordial pupil-
teacher relation.”

Sharma said this in the 
backdrop of the proposed 
activities for the mega stu-
dent enrolment drive for 
academic year 2023-24.

“It is imperative to start 
the enrolment drive and 
campaign for the session 
2023-24 in all the govern-
ment schools of the Jammu 
division by the active par-
ticipation of the Teachers 
and School Heads includ-
ing all functionaries of the 
School Education Depart-
ment at Divisional level,” 
Sharma said.

He also said that the 
new session is about to 
begin. “Therefore DSEJ is 
announcing a mega enrol-
ment campaign starting 
from March-20-2023 without 
affecting the school work.”

Stating the activities that 
are proposed for the campaign, 
Sharma said, “All schools 
having primary sections shall 
also start enrolling students in 
pre-primary classes.”

“Existing CAL centres, 
ICT labs and Atal Tinker-
ing labs are required to be 

put in use for e-learning,” 
the director ordered.

He also ordered that the 
face-lifting of schools shall 
also be done for their attrac-
tive outlook.

Sharma said, “List of the 
meritorious students needs 

to be displayed at suitable 
places in the school prem-
ises for the encouragement 
of students.”

He also said that the 
public should be made 
aware about the availability 
of well qualified staff.

The director also ordered 

that a interactive sessions 
with the school alumni 
shall be done for boosting 
the morale of the students.

“AII JDs and Chief Edu-
cation Officers including. 
Principal DIETs. HODs 
of DIETs. Deputy CEOs, 

DEPOs, DIET faculty Zonal 
Education officers, and 
Zonal Education Planning 
officers shall visit at least 
one or more habitations 
as a part of the door-to-
door campaign in order to 
inspire field functionaries,” 
Sharma said.

The director also said, 
“Door to Door Campaign-
ing by HOls and Teachers, 
rallies by Children, Parent 
motivation camps involving 
SMC/VEC & other Commu-
nity leaders, PRIs and Vil-
lage elders.”—(KNO)

SED to promote happiness zone in 
schools for joyful learning

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Srinagar: Farmers from 
different areas of Kash-
mir have demanded 
adequate quantities of 
fertilizers especially urea 
should be made available 
in Kashmir.

Farmers and fruit 
growers said that during 
spring, they need a huge 
quantity of fertilizers but 
there is shortage of urea 
at several places in Kash-
mir.

Urea is used as agricul-
ture fertilizer throughout 
the country because of its 
high nitrogen content, 
which is an essential 
macronutrient for plant 
growth and development, 
they said.

During the spring 
season demand for 
chemical fertilizer urea 
increases significantly 
because it is used in agri-
culture for top dressing of 
crops, said a grower from 
Shopian.

At this moment urea 
is also used to fertilize 
apple and almond trees, 

he said.
Dealers also com-

plained that they are 60% 
deficient in urea at this 
time and the government 
must take cognizance of 
the issue.

They said that there 
is some issue between 

the company and trans-
porters on fare, due to 
this stand-off fertilizer 
dumped at Udhampur 
and was not getting sup-
plied to Kashmir.

Farmers, growers 
and dealers requested 
higher ups to look into 
the matter at an earliest 
so that they won't suffer 
anymore.

Director Agriculture 
Mohammad Iqbal Choud-
hary said that that short-
age is because of trans-
port issues in Udhampur 
as movement of empty 
trucks is restricted.

“We are on it and have 
taken up issue with IGP 
traffic and it is being reg-
ulated as more and more 
fertilizer laden trucks 
are reaching Kashmir,” 
he said—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The two-day 
third regional workshop 
for Northern zone ended 
today in Srinagar. More 
than 250 Officials from Cen-
tral ministries, States/UTs 
and industry players par-
ticipated in the workshop 
for Northern Region.

The theme of the work-
shop for day two was 
National Logistics Policy.

Throwing light on the 
proceedings of the work-
shop, Smt Sunita Dawra, 
Special Secretary, Depart-
ment for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India said 
that logistics is about devel-
opment of both infrastruc-
ture and services related to 
logistics.

She said that to comple-
ment the PM GatiShakti 
National Master Plan 
(NMP), the National Logis-
tics Policy (NLP) was 
launched to address the 
components of improving 
efficiency in logistics ser-
vices and human resource 
through streamlining pro-
cesses, regulatory frame-
work, skill development, 
mainstreaming logistics 
in higher education and 
adoption of suitable tech-
nologies.

Smt Dawra added that 
NLP lays down an over-
arching interdisciplinary, 
cross-sectoral and multi-
jurisdictional framework 
for the logistics sector and 
provides a comprehensive 
policy framework for all 
sub-sectors in the logistics 
ecosystem that are critical 
for efficient logistics.

During day two of the 
workshop, presentations 
by states/UTs including 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Punjab and Jammu 
& Kashmir were made on 
their respective State Logis-
tics Policies. According to 
these presentations, it was 
observed that fiscal and 
non-fiscal incentives have 
been drawn out under these 
policies that will facilitate 
ease of doing business and 
attract investments in logis-
tics sector. Certain States/
UTs like Punjab, J&K have 
accorded ‘Industry’ status 
to Logistics, to enable con-
cessional financial access 
to logistics industry.

During the proceedings 
of the workshop, it was 
revealed that that the broad 
targets of the NLP are to: 
(i) reduce cost of logistics 
in India to be comparable 
to global benchmarks by 
2030.; (ii) improve the Logis-
tics Performance Index 
ranking - endeavor is to be 
among top 25 countries by 

2030, and (iii) create data 
driven decision support 
mechanism for an efficient 
logistics ecosystem.

In order to bring about a 
holistic focus on Logistics 
at State level, State/UT 
logistics policy has been 
notified by 18 States/UTs. 
Development of Logistics 
Ease Across Different State 
(LEADS) 2023-24 report has 
also commenced which has 
the objective of analyzing 
the logistics ecosystem of 
various States/UTs as per 
a framework, and rank 
States/UTs on logistics 
ease.

As part of the workshop, 
it was emphasised upon 
States/UTs to conduct 
inter-department meetings 
to create awareness on 
PM GatiShakti principles 
and efficient logistics eco-
system. State Engagement 
with all Departments, 
urban bodies, districts and 
panchayati raj institutions 
to plan efficiency in logis-
tics was also stressed upon.

The participants were 
also encouraged to form 
inter-department logistics 
related services improve-
ment group that reports 
to the Network Planning 
Group headed by the Chief 
Secretary, to take the initia-
tives forward. States were 
also asked to establish city 
logistics committees and 

develop city logistics plans 
for efficient freight flow 
management and reduction 
in city congestion.

Participants of the 
workshop were also asked 
to formulate action plans 
for bringing down logistics 
cost by duly identifying 
priority areas for taking 
up multimodal infrastruc-
ture related interventions. 
Development of tunnels/
terminals for trucks out-
side cities; dual usage logis-
tics facilities and trunk 
infrastructure were also 
suggested to be covered 
under the scope of logistics 
policies. Attracting pri-
vate investments in logis-
tics related infrastructure 
and involving start-ups 
for solution to promoting 
logistics efficiency were 
also discussed during the 
deliberations.

Use of technology and 
green initiatives while 
planning the logistics 
eco system, which will 
include both (i) planning 
for infrastructure devel-
opment for new India and 
(ii) developing an efficient 
logistics ecosystem were 
also stressed upon. Partici-
pants were also encouraged 
to interact with business 
associations to understand 
the interventions needed 
for both infrastructure and 
logistics.

Two-day regional workshop on PM Gati Shakti 
National Master Plan concludes in Srinagar

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Additional 
Chief Secretary (ACS), 
Agriculture Production 
Department, Atal Dullo, 
Saturday inaugurated 
Medicinal and Aromat-
ic Park at floriculture 
development scheme Lal-
mandi here with planta-
tion of some aromatic and 
medicinal plants.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, ACS highlighted 
the importance of com-
mercial cultivation of 
medicinal and aromatic 
plants. He said that “Pro-
motion of commercial 
cultivation of medicinal 
and aromatic plants” is 
one among the 29 proj-
ects, approved by the 
government after being 
recommended by the UT 
level apex committee for 
holistic development of 
agriculture and allied 
sectors in J&K.

While speaking on 
several aspects of medi-
cal and aromatic plants 
sector, Atal Dullo 
impressed upon the offi-
cers to increase aware-
ness among the educated 
youth regarding the 
commercial cultivation 
of Medical and Aromat-
ic Plants. He said that 
development of medical 
plant sector in J&K has 
great scope for provid-
ing employment to the 
people as there is a huge 

market for medicinal and 
aromatic plants in the 
country.

ACS also visited Kitch-
en garden and mushroom 
development scheme of 
the department and took 
stock of various interven-
tions adopted by the con-
cerned wings.

Later, Dullo visited 
S.M Farm Tapper Kreeri. 
He inspected different 
blocks of the farm and 
had an interactive ses-
sion with the officers and 
technical experts of the 
farm. Interacting with 
the concerned officers, he 
said that department has 
already taken a number 
of steps to strengthen the 
departmental farms. He 
said these farms have to 
work as centres of excel-
lence for the farmers and 
agri pruners in coming 
times.

The visiting dignitary 
was apprised by the con-
cerned officers about the 
various new interven-
tions applied by the farm 
this year.

Director Agriculture 
Kashmir Chowdhury 
Mohammad Iqbal, Joint 
Director extension, Joint 
Director inputs, Joint 
Director Apiculture 
and Mushroom , Direc-
tor Rakhs and farms , 
Joint Director Agricul-
ture Planning and other 
senior officers were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Dulloo inaugurates 
medicinal, Aromatic 
Park at Lalmandi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar: Two collabora-
tive workshops were held 
at the Centre of Research 
for Development (CORD), 
University of Kashmir on 
Saturday.

A two-day ‘Hands-on 
training on techniques 
for isolation of DNA and 
quantitative PCR for envi-
ronmental and forensic 
samples”’ was organised 
jointly by CORD in collab-
oration with Atal Incuba-
tion Center (AIC-CCMB), 
Laboratory for the Conser-
vation of Endangered Spe-
cies (LaCONES-CCMB), 
IKP Knowledge Park 
Hyderabad, and RECL 
Jammu in the newly-
established Conservation 
Science and Innovation 
Laboratory (CoSI Lab) in 
the University.

A statement issued  
reads that the workshop 
covered theoretical and 
practical aspects of DNA 
isolation and qPCR for dif-
ferent types of samples, 
including environmental 
and forensic samples.

Prof Md. Niamat Ali, 
Director CORD welcomed 
the participants and 
resource persons and also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of the workshop. 
Later, Dr Karthikeyan 
Vasudevan, Chief Scientist 
LaCONES and Dr Madhu-
sudan Rao, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, AIC delivered 
their respective keynote 
addresses in virtual mode.

Dr Tawqir Bashir, Coor-
dinator and Incharge CoSI 
Lab gave a brief introduc-
tion about the aims and 
objectives of the CoSI 
Lab. The workshop and 
training programs were 
executed by three expert 
members from LaCONES, 
CCMB including Gayatri 
Sreedharan, Mubashir A. 
Dar and Naveen Kumar.

In another important 

programme, the Microbi-
ology Research Labora-
tory and P.G Programme 
in Microbiology, CORD 
jointly organised a three-
day workshop on ‘Wrap Up 
of Tools and Techniques in 
Microbiology’.

The workshop was 
organised especially 
for college teachers and 
research scholars to 
increase their levels of 
awareness about basic 
microbiological meth-
ods as a part of National 
Education Policy, said Dr 
Ruqeya Nazir, Organising 
Secretary of the workshop.

Dean Research KU Prof 
Irshad A Nawchoo chaired 
the inaugural session of 
the workshop and congrat-
ulated the Centre for con-
ducting such workshops to 
highlight the importance 
of relationship between 
microbes and medicinal 
plants.

A plenary lecture was 
later delivered by Prof 
Altaf Ahmad Bhat from 
SKUAST-K

Workshop Convener 
Prof Md. Niamat Ali high-
lighted major achieve-
ments of the Centre and 
emphasised the impor-
tance of the workshop in 
light of NEP-2020.

Other important lec-
tures were delivered 
during technical sessions 
by Dr Gulnaz Bashir from 
SKIMS, Srinagar, Prof. 
Bashir Ahmad Ganai, 
Director North Campus 
KU and Former Direc-
tor CORD and Dr. Parvez 
Ahmad Dar.

During a practical ses-
sion, Dr Ruqeya Nazir 
delivered a lecture on “Iso-
lation and Cultivation of 
Viruses”.

KU Registrar Dr Nisar 
Ahmad Mir chaired the 
valedictory session as 
chief guest and distributed 
certificates among the par-
ticipants.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:- A meeting 
of District Level Bankers 
Review Committee/Dis-
trict Consultative Commit-
tee (DLRC/DCC) was held 
under the Chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Mohammed Aijaz 
Asad here at meeting hall 
of the DC Office Complex to 
review the performance of 
the Banks and other Finan-
cial Institutions under vari-
ous Government initiatives 
and sponsored schemes.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner assessed the 
sector wise performance 
of the Banks in implemen-
tation of different Gov-
ernment initiatives and 
reviewed the achievements 
of Banks in lending to Pri-
ority/Non Priority sectors 
under Annual Credit Plan.

On the occasion, the DC 
was apprised that an amount 
of Rs 2017.36 crore has been 
disbursed among 43197 cases 
in Srinagar District under 
different schemes thereby 
generating self-employ-
ment opportunities for over 
114943 unemployed youth of 
the District during financial 
year 2022-23.

The DC was informed 
that target of generating 1.50 
lakh Self Employment ave-
nues for youth of Srinagar 
District is set to be achieved  
during current financial 
year which is 3 times more 
than the 43000 accomplished 
during FY 2021-22.

While reviewing the 
bank-wise movement of CD 
Ratio in the District, the 
DC was informed that total 
Deposits of the District Sri-
nagar stood at Rs 33024.07 
Crore and Advance at Rs 
23418.30 Crore constitute 71 
percent CD Ratio in quarter 
ended in December, 2022.

Besides, the banks oper-
ating in Srinagar have dis-
bursed Rs. 4501.82 crore 
among 90904 beneficiaries 
under Annual Credit Plan 
for financial year 2022-
2023, which Includes Rs 
1084.97 Crore under prior-
ity sector and Rs 3416.85 
Crore in non-priority 
sector.

he DC was further 
apprised that under Prime 
Ministers Mudra Yojna 
(PMMY) Scheme Banks 
operating in Srinagar have 
sanctioned Rs 593.46 crore 
among 18388 beneficiaries of 
the District as of February 
28, 2022. Under the Pradhan 
Mantri Employment Gener-
ation programme (PMEGP), 
a total 1777 cases were sanc-
tioned and an amount of Rs 
96.49 crore was sanctioned 
among beneficiaries.

While reviewing perfor-
mance under Mission Youth 
schemes, for providing self-
employment, the DC was 
informed that under the 
MUMKIN scheme, a total 109 
cases have been sanctioned 
so far involving an amount 
of Rs 6.91 crore. Similarly, 
under TEJASWINI scheme 
95 cases have been sanc-
tioned with an amount of 
Rs 3.49 crore.

S i m i l a r l y ,  u n d e r 
Pradhan Mantri SVANI-
DHI schemes, the Dc was 
informed that Rs 7.07 crore 
have been disbursed among  
6043 Street Vendors and 
almost 100 percent of target 
has been achieved.

The DC also took over 
view of credit disbursement 
under PMF-ME scheme for 
which major push was given 
to boost Food Processing 
sector during last quarter.

He was informed that Rs 
3.01 crore has been sanc-
tioned against 15 cases so far 
under the scheme and other 
cases are in process.

The performance of 
RSETI, FLCCs, CFLs were 
also reviewed during the 
meeting.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC stressed on all 
the line departments and 
Banks operating in the Dis-
trict to further improve the 
credit facilities and educate 
the people about financial 
literacy through IEC activi-
ties besides about different 
banking products and gov-
ernment sponsored schemes 
particularly in rural and 
urban belts of Srinagar so 
that they can avail the ben-
efits of such schemes by set-
ting up income generating 
units.

DC Srinagar chairs District 
Level Bankers Review 
Committee Meet

5 extortionists held in 
Baramulla: Police

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir Police on Saturday 
claimed to have arrested five extortionists involved 
in blackmailing, threatening and extortion in 
Shalteng Sheeri area of Baramulla & recovered extor-
tion money from their possession.

Police Station Sheeri received a written complaint 
from one person (name withheld) wherein he stated 
that on 27th of February 2023 while he was on way to 
his home & on reaching Shalteng Sheeri, five persons 
reportedly drug addicts, assaulted him and extorted 
Rs 20000 from him, a police spokesman said in a state-
ment issued. On this complaint, a case under relevant 
section of law was registered in Police Station Sheeri 
and investigation was initiated, police said.

During the course of investigation and strenuous 
efforts, all the five accused persons were arrested, 
police said and identified them as Nasir Ahmad Dar 
sonof Mohd Amin resident of Shalteng Sheeri, Irshad 
Ahmad Malla son of Ghulam Din, Umar Akbar Ganie 
son of Mohd Akbar, Tajamul Bashir Malla son of 
Bashir Ahmad & Waseem Ahmad Malla son of Man-
zoor Ahmad Malla, all residents of Sheeri Baramulla.

“Extorted money Rs 20000 was also recovered from 
their possession. The arrested persons have been 
taken to Police Station where they remain in cus-
tody,” police said.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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S
ociety plays an important 
role in the development of 
human beings. In our valley, 
the transformation of societ-
ies have brought both positive 

and negative changes over a period of 
time. People in the past were morally 
grounded and worked for society col-
lectively. Nowadays people have badly 
failed to serve each other. We can't deny 
the fact that education and ignorance 
walk hand in hand. Today youngsters 
have higher qualifications but they still 
haven't learned the right way of living. 
It is because the environment in which 
they are living has not helped them to 
grow correctly. The relationship between 
people with each other has faded over 
time. Modernization has taken away 
people from real happiness and pushed 
them towards fake smiles and selfish 
nature. Our opinions have changed, and 
the way to pursue things and care for 
others has also diminished. People have 
become less social and are not ready to 
work collectively to improve a particular 
society. They have no idea what is hap-
pening around them. The people in the 
societies have not taken pains to help the 
straying youngsters that is why they are 
getting involved in heinous crimes like 
drugs and alcohol addiction, murder, 
deception, gambling, corruption, etc. 
Youth have not been taught how to live 
in society. Less attention is paid to the 
growth of an individual in society. We 
have not been guided toward helping 
mankind and reporting issues at the local 
level.  Most of the houses in Kashmir 
have a high fenced build that one can't 
even greet each other. In some societies, 
there are no barriers but people seem 
to harm others to every extent. It is the 
best time to improve societies before it is 
too late. People must not live differently 
but be down to earth. The best example 
is that the past generations have left us 
with lots of moral values but we have 
badly failed to understand their point of 
view. People living in every society must 
create groups to morally educate young-
sters about the values of life. They must 
try to eradicate social evils by bonding 
with each other. A modern man is not 
one who smokes cigrettes, consumes 
liquor, or commits a crime, but he is a 
person who leaves no stone unturned to 
develop society. He is a person who tries 
to bring benefits to the nation through 
modesty, honesty, and education. People 
must progress but in the right way. We 
human beings must keep humanity 
first and then concentrate on the other 
aspects. Moreover, moral science educa-
tion must be given more attention and 
seminars must be organized to teach 
people to kill the sins and do virtuous 
deeds. This will lead to improvement in 
the valley in terms of development and 
humanity.

ATTAINING A 
BETTER SOCIETY

SVB – A REPEATING STORY OF LEHMAN AFTERMATH?

‘PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES HAVE RIGHT TO A DIGNIFIED LIFE’

Book Review

SAVAN KALPESH

A
merica's Silicon Valley Bank 
went bankrupt and then Sig-
nature Bank went bankrupt 
and six more banks are on 
the verge of bankruptcy. 

Shares of Silicon Valley Bank took a mas-
sive hit on March 9th Thursday, with the 
stock collapsing as much as 60%. In one 
day, depositors withdrew 42 billion dol-
lars from the bank.

Due to this, US banks lost 100 billion 
dollars in the stock market in just two 
days. Now, with Moody's downgrading 
First Republic Bank, Zions Bank Cor-
poration, Western Alliance, Bancorp, 
Comerica Inc., UMB Financial Corp, and 
Intrust Financial Corporation, these six 
banks are clearly in bad shape. Discus-
sions have also started that these six 
banks will fail anytime and the whole 
world will be pushed towards a crushing 
recession. To avoid such a situation with 
First Republican Bank, funding of 30 bil-
lion dollars has been announced by the J 
P Morgan, Citi Group, Bank of America 
and Wells Fargo by Friday.

The US Fed poured massive liquidity 
into the market during the pandemic to 
prop up the economy. Due to which people 
and businesses had more money than 
required. This resulted in an increase 
in bank deposits. Banks invested heavily 
in US Treasuries and other government 
debt securities to earn money. SVB built 
its portfolio of $21 billion with a yield of 
1.79% over a 3-year period. An aggres-
sive increase in the Fed Reserve rate on 
the back of an extraordinary increase in 
inflation caused bond values to plummet, 
resulting in a massive loss of $2 billion in 
interest income for the bank.

The crushing recession that rocked 
the entire world was last seen fifteen 
years ago, i.e. in 2008. At that time too, 
it started with the bankruptcy of banks. 
Starting with Lehman Brothers, one by 
one the banks started to fail. The number 
of employees of Lehman Bank, estab-
lished in 1847, was more than 25 thou-
sand. Many banks depended on Lehman 
Brothers, America's fourth largest bank, 
so they were also affected and the US 
economy went into recession. America's 
recession spread throughout the world. 
It took four to five years for the world to 
come out of this recession.

Economists feel that history is repeat-
ing itself after 15 years. The Silicon 
Valley bank is not as big as Lehman but 
it has a very large spread. Apart from 
America, Silicon Valley Bank has offic-
es in Canada, China, India, Hong Kong, 
Ireland, Israel, UK, Denmark, Sweden, 
Germany and all European Union coun-
tries. Having worked with  IT companies 

for years, the bank had a good under-
standing of their ecosystem. Now the IT 
sector of the whole world will be hit by 
the liquidation of this bank. Startups in 
India have also taken a huge hit due to 
this. Because most startups in India had 
their accounts in Silicon Valley Bank. 
When the startups are feeling the pull of 
money, now this money will get stuck for 
a longer period and their condition will 
deteriorate.

At the time of this writing, SVB Finan-
cial Group is on the brink of bankrupt-
cy, forcing it to seek protection against 
creditors, and there are signs that public 

confidence in America's banking system 
is once again wavering. As a result, on 
Friday evening, there were falls in the 
American stock markets and the Dow 
Jones index fell by 400 points. Mean-
while, Reserve Bank of India Governor 
Shashikant Das, speaking at an event in 
Kochi, warned Indian banks to be cau-
tious.

America is a superpower country. The 
roots of which are very deep, but even if a 
branch breaks, the tree shakes. America 
is facing many crises right now. Britain's 
condition is slowly deteriorating. Fuel 
shortages are causing problems in Euro-
pean countries. For India, it is predicted 
that India's economic development will 
continue. Of course, India has to be care-
ful about what is happening in America 
and other countries as thousands of start-
ups worth Rs.8200 Crore are stuck in SVB 
for now which had a great potential to 
contribute to the country's economy and 
such stories must not be repeated.

Author has a rich experience of 10 
years of handling and leading vari-

ous projects. He is an independent 
freelancer associated with Academic 

Institutions and Social Organiza-
tions. He can be mailed at kalpeshsa-

van@gmail.com

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

A
s per the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities Act, 2016, 
"Person with Disability" 
means a person with a long-
term physical, mental, intel-

lectual or sensory impairment who, with 
barriers, may interfere with, interact 
with, or participate in their full and effec-
tive participation in society on an equal 
basis with others. hinders. Today there 
are crores of people with disabilities in 
India. The 2011 census pegs us at 26.8 
million, which is 2.21 per cent of India's 
total population; But activists, academics 
and world bodies such as the WHO esti-
mate it to be between 40 and 80 million. 
Article 41 of the Directive Principles of 
State Policy states that the State shall, 
within its economic limits, make effec-
tive provision for securing the right to 
work, education and public assistance in 
cases of unemployment, old age, sickness 
and disablement. The subject of 'Relief to 
the disabled and unemployed' is specified 
in the State List of the Seventh Schedule 
to the Constitution.

It becomes the duty of the Centre, 
States and Union Territories to take up 
this matter. It is also important to ensure 
that all government buses are disabled 
friendly as per the relevant guidelines. 
Disability is defined based on an evolv-
ing and dynamic concept. The types of 
disabilities have been increased from 7 to 
21. The Act covers a range of disabilities 
including mental illness, autism, spec-
trum disorders, cerebral palsy, muscular 
dystrophy, chronic neurological condi-
tions, speech and language disabilities, 
thalassemia, haemophilia, sickle cell 
disease, deafness. blindness, acid attack 
victims and Parkinson's disease which 
were largely ignored in the first act. 
In addition, the Government has been 
authorized to notify any other category 
of specified disability.

It increases the quantum of reserva-
tion for people with disabilities from 3% 
to 4% in government jobs and from 3% 
to 5% in higher education institutions. 
Every child with benchmark disability 
between the age of 6 to 18 years shall have 
the right to free education. Government 
funded educational institutions as well 
as government recognized institutions 
have to provide inclusive education. 
With the Accessible India Campaign, 
emphasis has been laid on ensuring 

accessibility in public buildings within 
stipulated time frame. The Chief Com-
missioner and State Commissioners for 
Persons with Disabilities will act as regu-
latory bodies and grievance redressal 
agencies to monitor the implementation 
of the Act. A separate national and state 
fund was created to provide financial 
assistance to persons with disabilities.

Accessible India Campaign, a nation-
wide flagship campaign to create acces-
sible environment for PWDs and achieve 
universal access to enable persons with 
disabilities to access equal opportunities 
and live independently and fully in all 
aspects of life in an inclusive society Will 
be able to participate. The campaign aims 

to enhance the reach of the built environ-
ment, transport system and information 
and communication ecosystem. Under 
the Deen Dayal Handicapped Rehabilita-
tion Scheme, financial assistance is pro-
vided to NGOs for providing various ser-
vices to persons with disabilities, such as 
special schools, vocational training cen-
tres, community based rehabilitation, 
pre-school and early intervention etc.

Assistance to persons with disabilities 
for purchase/fitting of assistive devices: 
The scheme aims to help persons with 
disabilities by bringing suitable, dura-
ble, scientifically made, modern, stan-
dard aids and appliances within their 
reach. The objective of the scheme is to 
enhance the opportunities for students 
with disabilities to pursue higher educa-

tion. Under the scheme, 200 fellowships 
are given per year to students with dis-
abilities. The National Trust has schemes 
for the welfare of persons with autism, 
cerebral palsy, mental retardation and 
multiple disabilities.

A large number of disabilities are pre-
ventable, including those resulting from 
medical issues during birth, maternal 
conditions, malnutrition, as well as those 
resulting from accidents and injuries. 
However, the health sector has failed to 
respond actively to disability, especially 
in rural India, besides lack of affordable 
access to proper health care, aids and 
appliances, and poorly trained health 
workers in rehabilitation centers is 

another concern  subject to.
Our education system is not inclu-

sive. Inclusion of children with mild to 
moderate disabilities in regular schools 
remains a major challenge. There are 
many issues such as availability of spe-
cial schools, access to schools, trained 
teachers and availability of educational 
materials for the disabled. Furthermore, 
reservations for the disabled in higher 
educational institutions have not been 
met in many cases, and even though 
many adults with disabilities are capable 
of productive work, adults with disabili-
ties have much lower employment rates 
than the general population. The situa-
tion is even worse in the private sector, 
where very few people with disabilities 
are employed.

Physical access to buildings, trans-
port, access to services, etc. still remains 
a major challenge. Negative attitudes of 
families of the disabled, and often of the 
disabled themselves, prevent persons 
with disabilities from participating 
actively in the family, community or 
workforce. People with disabilities face 
discrimination in everyday life. People 
with mental illness or mental retarda-
tion face the worst stigma and are subject 
to severe social exclusion. The lack of 
hard and comparable data and statistics 
further hinders the inclusion of persons 
with disabilities.

Major issues with data collection and 
measuring disability are that disability 
is difficult to define. Different purposes 
require different disability data. Reluc-
tance to report a disability as a disability 
is considered a stigma in many places/
societies. Poor implementation of poli-
cies and plans hinders the inclusion of 
persons with disabilities. Though vari-
ous Acts and schemes have been laid 
down with the aim of empowering the 
disabled, they face many challenges in 
their implementation.

Preventive health programs need to 
be strengthened and all children should 
be screened at an early age. Kerala has 
already started an early prevention 
programme. The Comprehensive New-
born Screening (CNS) program seeks 
to identify deficiencies early in infants 
and reduce the state's disability burden. 
People with disabilities need to be better 
integrated into the society by overcom-
ing stigma. Awareness campaigns should 
be conducted to educate and sensitize 
people about different types of disabili-
ties. Success stories can be displayed.

There is a need to empower adults 
with disabilities with employable skills. 
The private sector needs to be encour-
aged to employ them. There is a need to 
improve the measurement of disability 
to better understand the scale of disabil-
ity in India. There is a need to prepare 
state wise strategy on education for chil-
dren with special needs. There should be 
proper teacher training to meet the needs 
of children with disabilities and facilitate 
their inclusion in regular schools. Also 
there should be more special schools and 
ensure educational material for children 
with disabilities.

Safety measures should be taken like 
road safety, safety in residential areas, 
public transport system etc. Also, it should 
be made legally binding to make build-
ings disabled friendly More budgetary 
allocation for welfare of disabled. There 
should be a disability budget on the lines 
of gender budget. Proper implementation 
of the schemes should be ensured. There 
should be proper monitoring mechanism 
and counting of public money.

Author is a TV panelist. He can 
be mailed at satywansaurabh333@

gmail.com



        CMYK        

facebook.com/NewspaperGMK twitter.com/GMKashmir www.goodmorningkashmir.net epaper.goodmorningkashmir.net

AIDS

        CMYK        

SRINAGAR  |  Sunday, 19, March 2023 05
www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com  epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

Blunting of AiDS epiDemic
Time for zero-complacency and stronger action

SHOBHA SHUKLA 

 BOBBY RAMAKANT

After over 42 years when 
HIV virus was first detect-
ed, the fight against AIDS 

has indeed come a long way. 
Ending AIDS by 2030 means that 
every person globally has access 
to full spectrum of  combination 
prevention options to protect one-
self  from HIV, all people living 
with HIV know their status, 
receive lifesaving antiretroviral 
therapy, and remain virally sup-
pressed. Science-proven fact that 
when HIV virus is at undetect-
able levels then it is untransmit-
table too, or “undetectable equals 
untransmittable” (U Equals U) 
needs to be a reality in life of  
every person living with HIV.

Are we at the milestone of blunting of 
AIDS epidemic?

“Globally by end of  December 
2021, new HIV infections reported 
every year have reduced by 54% 
since the peak in 1996. In 2021, 1.5 
million people got newly infected 
with HIV, compared to 3.2 mil-
lion people in 1996. Compared to 
2010, annual new infection rate 
has declined by 32% since then 
(in 2010, 2.2 million people got 
newly infected with HIV). Since 
2010, new HIV infections among 
children have declined by 52%, 
from 320,000 in 2010 to 160,000 
in 2021,” said Dr Ishwar Gilada, 
President of  14th National Con-
ference of  AIDS Society of  India 
(ASICON 2023) and Governing 
Council member, International 
AIDS Society (IAS).

AIDS-related deaths have also 
declined by 68% in 2021 com-
pared to the peak in 2004 (and by 
52% since 2010). In 2021, around 
650,000 people died from AIDS-
related illnesses worldwide, com-
pared to 2 million people in 2004 
and 1.4 million people in 2010.

India too has bent the HIV curve but 
challenges remain

Annual new HIV infections 
and AIDS-related deaths contin-
ue to decline nationally. Between 
2010 and 2021, new infections 
declined by 46% and while AIDS-
related mortality declined by 
76%, according to the National 
AIDS Control Organization 
(NACO) of  the government of  
India.

“The Blunting of  an Epidemic: 
A courageous war on AIDS” book 
launched

The 14th National Conference 
of  AIDS Society of  India (14th 
ASICON) which is happening in 
Delhi, India (17-19 March 2023), 
called upon stronger and effec-
tive integrated HIV responses to 
end AIDS by 2030. ASICON 2023 is 

being held on the theme of “Ener-
gize – Empathize – Equalize”, in 
academic partnership with India’s 
National AIDS Control Orga-
nization (NACO), National TB 

Elimination Programme (NTEP), 
United Nations joint programme 
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Interna-
tional AIDS Society (IAS), among 
others. As 1st ASICON was pre-
viously held in 2005, ASICON is 
being held in national capital Delhi 
after 18 years.

Dr Anoop Kumar Puri, Deputy 
Director General of  National 
AIDS Control Organization 
(NACO), Government of  India; Dr 
David Bridger, Country Director, 
UNAIDS India; Dr Po-Lin Chan, 
Head of  Communication Dis-
eases at the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) for Southeast 
Asian region; Dr Ishwar Gilada, 
President of  14th ASICON and 
AIDS Society of  India (ASI); Dr 
N Kumarasamy, Secertary Gen-
eral, ASI; Dr Dilip Mathai, 
President-elect, ASI; Dr 
Glory Alexander, Vice 
President, ASI; Dr Ruby 
Bansal, Organizing Sec-
retary of  14th ASICON; 
Dr Atul Gogia, Co-Chair 
of  14th ASICON; were 
among the key dignitaries 
who addressed the opening 
ceremony.

“The Blunting of  an Epi-
demic: A courageous war 
on AIDS” book authored 
by Jayashree Shetty and 
Gopal Shetty, was released 
at ASICON 2023 by NACO 
DDG Dr Puri, UNAIDS 
India head Dr Bridger, 
and WHO regional head of  
infectious diseases Dr Po-Lin 
Chan. It chronicles 37 years long 
fierce and tireless journey of  Dr 
Ishwar Gilada who had estab-
lished India’s first HIV clinic 
in government-run JJ Hospital 
Mumbai when first case had got 

diagnosed in the country.
Dr Gilada said that “we need 

to recognize and address the 
inequalities which are holding 
back progress in ending AIDS, 

and to equalize access to essential 
full cascade of  HIV care services, 
particularly for key and vulner-
able populations. TB, a disease of  
poverty and inequality, is a lead-
ing cause of  severe illness and 
death among people with HIV. 
TB is preventable and curable 
and people with HIV who do not 
receive appropriate prevention 
and care are at much higher risk 
of  developing and dying from 
TB. Many of  those who die from 
HIV-related TB are the most vul-
nerable populations who are not 

reached by 
timely health services, 
including services to 

address comorbidities such as 
undernutrition, mental health 
disorders and substance use dis-
orders.”

According to 2022 WHO Global 
TB Report, over 54000 people 
living with HIV in India also 
developed active TB disease in 
2021, out of  which 11,000 died. 
“No one should die of  HIV or 
TB. More importantly we have 
the scientifically proven tools 
and approaches to prevent, and 
treat and manage TB in people 
living with HIV,” said Dr Gilada.

ASI Lifetime Achievement Awards 
2023

Four distinguished HIV 
medical experts and scientists 
were conferred the ASI Life-
time Achievement Awards. Dr 
Prakash Bora, Dr Rajiv Jera-
jani, Dr Savita Pahwa, and Dr 
AR Pazare.

Close the gap
Dr Glory Alexander, Vice Pres-

ident of  ASI and co-Chair of  14th 
ASICON, has earlier received the 
coveted Dr BC Roy Award and 
heads ASHA Foundation in Ben-
galuru. She said: “Achieving the 
95-95-95 targets is crucial to help 
end the AIDS epidemic. But even 
after 40 years into the epidemic, 
more than 20% of  people with 
HIV still do not know their HIV 
status. We will have to use inno-
vative approaches to close this 
gap. And one of  these approaches 
is by self-testing for HIV - people 
who perceive themselves at risk 
of  HIV infection (persons from 

k e y p o p u l a-
tions, men, young people 
among others) are given 

the opportunity to self-test for the 
infection so that they can test in 
the privacy of  their homes. This 
has received a very big YES from 
the key populations in the Asia 
Pacific region. We call upon the 
government of  India to take it up 
and develop a strategic frame-
work for HIV Self-Test (HIVST) 
to make self-testing for HIV an 
integral part of  HIV services.”

“Prevention of  mother to child 
transmission is another impor-
tant gap. We know that 90% of  
the children below 15 who are 
HIV positive got the infection 
through vertical transmission 
(from mother to child). If  we 
eliminate this vertical transmis-
sion, we will eliminate paediat-
ric HIV in our country. But it is 
no easy task. Hidden among the 
27 million women who get preg-
nant every year in India, there 
are about 27500 women who are 
HIV positive. These women have 
to be traced, diagnosed and put 
on treatment to reduce the risk 
of  transmission to the baby born 
to them to less than 1% from the 
current 45%” said Dr Glory Alex-
ander.

Last mile is not a time for 
complacency but for stronger action

Since most nations could not 
meet 2020 AIDS targets, now the 
eyes are set on 2030 goalpost of  
95-95-95 targets (95% of  people 
living with HIV to know their 
status, 95% of  them should be on 
ART, and 95% of  these be virally 
suppressed). HIV self-test is one 
of  the key cog-in-the-wheel to 
“reaching out to the last mile” 
for first-95 target.

Globally, 15% of  all people 
living with HIV did not knew 

their HIV status in 2021. 
Among people who knew 
their status, 12% were NOT 

accessing treatment. And 
among people accessing 

treatment, 8% were 
NOT virally sup-
pressed. Likewise, in 
India, as on March 
2022, 23% of people 
living with HIV 
DID NOT knew 
their status, 16% 

of  them were NOT 
on antiretroviral 

therapy, and 15% of  
them DID NOT had 
viral suppression. 
These are missed 
opportunities which 
we cannot afford if  

we are to end AIDS, said 
Dr Ishwar Gilada.
Shobha Shukla and Bobby 

Ramakant are part of  the 
editorial team at Citizen News 

Service. Follow them on Twitter 
@Shobha1Shukla or 

@BobbyRamakant
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NEWS

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
ENGINEER ELECTRIC KPDCL 

DIVISION SHOPIAN
In response E-nit No. EDS/E-tender/74 Of 2022-23, 
Dated:22/02/2023, 03 No, Bidders have participated, 01 No. 
Bid was rejected as the same does not comply with technical 
specifications of the tender. Hence due To poor response the 
Uploaded tender Vide Tender Id No. 2023_PDD_205877_1 is 
Hereby Cancelled.
No. KPDCL/Spn/5680-86 Executive Engineer
DATED:02/03/2023 Electric Division ShopainDIPK-NB-6796-22

DT: 17-03-2023

DIPK-18462-22
DT: 17-03-2023

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR DISTRICT 
EMPLOYMENT AND COUNSELLING CENTRE BUDGAM

Phone No; 01951-351030, email ID: dde-budgam@jk.gov.in. deccbudgam@gmail.com

PUBLIC INFORMATION
MEGA JOB FAIR AT SRINAGAR ON 20-03-2023

Department of Labour and Employment, Directorate of Employment, J&K is going to conduct Mega 
Job Fair on 20-03-2023 (Monday) at Kashmir Haat (Exhibition Ground) Srinagar. Around 60 reputed 
companies (Local and Outside) with more than 3000 job vacancies are participating in the event. 
Therefore, all the Unemployed Youth (Job Seekers) of Budgam District who are desirous to participate 
in the event are requested to get registered on the Departmental Website i.e. www.jakemp.nic.in 
integrated with the National Career Service (NCS) portal to mark your way to a better future and also 
on Google link https://cutt.ly/48HW0di for hassle free participation/entry in the said event. All the 
desirous candidates are requested to kindly bring their Resume/CVs with them at the time of fair.
  For further details please free to contact: 
  Tariq Ahmad Paray (EO) 9906568970. 
  Mudasir Bashir (YP) 7006303129.

No: DE&CC/BUD/Job Fair/2022-23/3144-47  (Mushtaq A. Wani), JKAS
Dated: 11-03.2023  Deputy Director, DE&CC, Budgam.

CamScanner

CamScanner

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (DISTRIBUTION), 
ELECTRIC DIVISION BIJBEHARA, KASHMIR POWER 

DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
Contact No/ Fax: - 01932-234398 E-mail:- exenedbij@yahoo.co.in

NIT: - EDB/e-tender/101 of 2022-23  Dated: - 11-03-2023
For and on behalf of the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir State, e-tenders(double cover) are hereby invited from 
Registered Electrical Suppliers / Firms authorized to Supply of illumination materials like, LED Lamps, Aluminum 
wires of sizes, Halogen Lights etc. required for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2023.

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost. 
(Lacs)

Cost of tender 
document EMD

1
Supply of illumination materials like, LED Lamps, Aluminum 
wires of sizes, Halogen Lights etc. required for Shri Amarnath 
Ji Yatra 2023

31.98 Rs. 1000 Rs. 64000

1 Publishing Date & Time 11-03-2023 (1700 Hrs)
2 Document Download / Sale Start Date & Time 11-03-2023 (1700 Hrs)
3 Seek Clarification Start Date & Time 11-03-2023 (1700 Hrs)
4 Seek Clarification End Date & Time 21-03-2023 (1400 Hrs)
5 Bid Submission Start Date & Time 11-03-2023 (1700 Hrs)
6 Bid Submission End Date & Time 31-03-2023(1300 Hrs)
7 Bid opening date & Time 01-04-2023(1300 Hrs)
8 Venue of opening Bids Electric Division Bijbehara

Position of Funds = Demanded
Please Read Document Carefully

The tender document is available on website. Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid document, seek 
clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table above. The Quoted 
rates shall be Firm, inclusive of all taxes and duties, WCT, freight, transportation up to working sites. The rates 
shall include costs, if any attracted towards mandatory inspections / testing by the designated agencies and the 
department will not be required to pay / reimburse anything over and above the price quoted. All the bids must 
be supported by the Instrument of EMD of the exact amount as mentioned in the above table and shall have been 
issued post tender publication date. Moreover, any deviation in the EMD amount is liable for rejection.

No. EDB/TS/5244-51  Sd/-
Dated: - 11-03-2023   Executive Engineer, 

Electric Division Bijbehara
DIPK-NB-6846-22

DT: 17-03-2023

NOTICE
I Amir Hussain Khanday S/O Farooq Ahmad 
Khanday, resident of Nipora, Anantnag, would 
like to bring your notice that, I want to apply for 
A Class Contractor registration card. Anybody if' 
having any kind of objection in this regard may 
file the same at the office of Chief Engineer R&B 
Kashmir within seven days of period from the 
date of publication of this notice, after that no 
objection will be entertained.

V.C KVIB presides 
over Interaction 
programme in Tarzoo

DC B’la chairs DLMC 
meeting; takes stock 
of progress of FPOs
4 Blocks designated to NAFED for formation of new FPOs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Baram-
ulla, Dr Syed Sehrish Asgar 
Saturday chaired a District 
Level Monitoring Commit-
tee (DLMC) meeting for for-
mation of  Farmer Producer 
Organization (FPO) in the 
district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by all the major line 
departments besides all 
Cluster Based Business 
Organization operating in 
the district.

The DLMC meeting was 
convened by its Member 
Secretary CSS FPO and was 
organised to review the prog-
ress of  the existing FPOs in 
the district and for approval 
of  new blocks of  the district 
for formation of  new FPOs 
during the FY 2022-23.

During the presentation 
given by the member Secy 
CSS-FPO, Zubair Wasil gave 
an overview of  the schemes 
and briefed that among 
18 functional FPOs in the 
district, 05 FPOs are work-

ing with NABARD, 09 with 
SFAC and rest 04 FPOs are 
with NAFED.

During the presentation, 
he discussed the progress of  
the FPOs in the district and 
shared the suggestion of  
improving the market vis-
ibility in the district.

Dr Sehrish while speak-
ing on the occasion empha-
sised on CBBOs to work in 
tandem with the farmers and 
add value in the produce of  
the farmer members so that 
the farmers get confidence 

in the FPO so that it should 
become the medium for them 
to explore more possibilities 
in forming the FPO.

She also suggested that 
FPO should not be a one 
man; rather every member 
who is involved in the FPO 
should get benefit from 
input and sale of  produce 
of  the farmer output.

Meanwhile, the DC also 
highlighted the importance 
of  Farmer Producer Orga-
nization and said that FPOs 
aim is to enhance farmer’s 

competitiveness and increase 
their advantage in emerging 
market opportunities. She 
further elaborated that FPOs 
are catering the forward and 
backward linkages of  the 
farmers and help them to 
organize in its sector.

Meanwhile, during the 
meeting 04 blocks were also 
designated to NAFED for 
formation of  new FPOs in 
the district which include 
Tujjer Sharif, Sangrama 
Block, Kunzer Block and 
Wailoo Block of  Baramulla.

Justice (Rtd.) Ali Mohammad Magray 

presides Seminar on 'Social Reforms, 

Our Responsibilities' at GDC B'la
Constructive engagement of Youth towards Productive Pursuits our top priority: Dr Sehrish

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Human 
Aid Society in collaboration 
with District Administration 
Baramulla and other NGOs 
held an impressive daylong 
seminar with the theme 'Social 
Reforms and Our Responsibili-
ties' at Government Degree 
College Baramulla, here.

The Seminar was presid-
ed over by Ex. Chief Justice 
Jammu Kashmir and Ladakh 
High Court, Justice (Rtd.) Ali 
Mohammad Magray as chief  
guest while as Deputy Com-
missioner Baramulla, Dr 
Syed Sehrish Asgar partici-
pated as the guest of  honour.

President Municipal 
Council Baramulla, Princi-
pal GDC, Scholars and other 
Higher dignitaries also 
showed their enthusiastic 
participation in the seminar.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Justice (Rtd.) Ali Mohammad 
Magray remarked that while 
facing challenges in life, 
transformation is the need of  
the hour and transformation 
includes not only the individ-
ual's structural change, but 
also structural change in the 
social world. He added that 
welfare of  the society is pos-
sible only when all the stake-
holders play their construc-
tive role in their respective 

domains.
The chief  guest while 

deliberating on various social 
evils said that it is our collec-
tive responsibility to give our 
part in contributing to nation 
building by focusing on build-
ing the careers of  the youth 
in particular.

He also added that social 
injustice is a threat to the 
stability and sustenance of  
a society and every effort 
should be made to ensure 
that justice and equality pre-
vail which ultimately leads to 

social reforms.
He further said smooth 

delivery of  justice will be 
ensured only if  the govt 
functionaries and other 
stakeholders perform their 
duties with open conscience 
and with full devotion.

Appreciating the role of  
NGOs, Justice Magrey said 
these organizations need to 
be strengthened as they play 
an important role in social 
justice and empowerment.

Addressing the Seminar, Dr 
Sehrish asserted that rights 

and duties go hand in hand and 
everyone should identify his/
her role in the society.

The DC while pointing out 
the youth said that they have 
capabilities and can do won-
ders not only for themselves 
but for their families, for soci-
ety, nation as well as for the 
country.

Dr Sehrish said that 
among other social evils 
existing in the society, the 
drug abuse poses a serious 
challenge to our society and 
urged different sections of  
the society to act vibrantly.

Enlisting various initia-
tives that are being taken 
towards youth engagement 
and empowerment, DC said 
that the young generation 
is more vulnerable and the 
need is to target this section 
through their constructive 
engagement towards produc-
tive pursuits.

President, Municipal 
Council Baramulla while 
speaking on the occasion 
said that social reform holds 
the key not only for reducing 
distress but also for changing 
personal and community/
social life in ways that can 
provide conducive conditions 
for a constructive and posi-
tive approach to life, unleash-
ing creativity and improving 
the world.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: Dr. Hina 
Shafi Bhat, Vice Chairper-
son J&K KVIB Saturday 
presided over an Interac-
tive Session with educated 
unemployed youth and 
aspirant entrepreneurs at 
Tarzoo, Sopore.

The programme was also 
attended by officers from 
district administration/ 
banks, senior officers from 
Board, and a large number 
of  aspirant entrepreneurs 
and educated unemployed 
youth of  the area.

During the programme, 
the officers gave detailed 
presentations about 
the modalities involved 
in implementation of  
employment generation 
programmes viz. PMEGP 
etc. The stakeholders 
were informed that these 
schemes are online and 
aspirant entrepreneurs can 
apply online for availing 
financial assistance under 
these schemes.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Hina stated that J&K 
KVIB is working in a focused 
manner to ensure that the 
benefits of  Employment 
Generation Schemes viz. 
PMEGP and JKREGP are 
percolated among the target 
population and enjoined 
upon the prospective entre-
preneurs especially women 

to come forward and chan-
nelise their energy for 
Nation building by establish-
ment of  micro enterprises.

The Vice Chairperson 
informed that during the 
current financial year, 
Margin Money of Rs. 131.46 
crores has been released by 
J&K KVIB for establishment 
of  6000 units thereby creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties for 46640 persons; out of  
which margin money of Rs. 
87 crores for 4195 units has 
been released in favour of  
entrepreneurs of  Kashmir 
Division while as margin 
money of Rs. 44.46 crores for 
establishment of  1805 units 
has been released in Jammu 
Division.

She added that during 
the last three years, margin 
money of  Rs. 61.25 crores 
involving bank loan of  Rs. 
166.25 crores have been 
released in district Baram-
ulla for establishment of  
2789 units thereby envisag-
ing employment opportuni-
ties for 21862 persons.

Earlier, the Vice Chair-
person interacted with 
various delegations. She 
assured that every kind of  
hand-holding support shall 
be extended to aspirant/ 
prospective entrepreneurs to 
ensure hassle free process-
ing of  their proposals both 
at Implementing Agency as 
well as at bank level. 

DC Kulgam distributes Vegetable 

seed kits among WFSGs
KULGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat 
Saturday distributed hybrid 
vegetable seed kits among 
Women Food Security Groups 
(WFSGs) of district Kulgam in 
convergence with JKNRLM.

This distribution camp 
was organised by Agriculture 
Production & Farmers Wel-
fare Department Kulgam at 
Rest house Chawalgam under 
Sub mission on Agriculture 
Extension (SAME), here.

In his address, the DC 
emphasized the importance 
of  quality seeds and other 
inputs for profitable crop 

production. He impressed 
upon the members of  WFSGs 
to adopt modern scientific 
approaches to ensure sustain-
ability and profitability in the 
farming sector.

ADDC, Showkat Ahmad 
who also attended the pro-
gramme stressed on market-
ing of  surplus produce by 
adoption of  e-marketing.

Chief  Agriculture Officer 
Kulgam, Sartaj Ahmad Shah 
said that Kashmir valley is 
blessed with the diverse agro 
climate and distinct seasons 
making it special place to 
grow wide range of  vegeta-
bles including both local and 

exotic crops which are high 
in demand and have export 
potential both at national and 
international market besides 
generation of  large number 
of employment opportunities.

He assured the members 
regarding every technical 
support by the department in 
attaining food security, sus-
tainability and to improve the 
livelihood.

On the occasion Shabeer 
Ahmad Mir (District Resource 
Person HADP) highlighted 
the role of  women in address-
ing the issue of food and nutri-
tional security at domestic or 
household level.

GDC Nawakadal organizes Inter-

College Qawali Competition
Dy. Director Information, Bilal Mukhtar presides over as chief 
guest; Singer Mehmeet Syed was guest of honour

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Depart-
ment of  Music, Government 
Degree College (GDC) for 
Women, Nawakadal in col-
laboration with the Cultural 
Activities Committee Satur-
day organized an Inter-Col-
lege Qawali Competition.

The event was presided 
over by Deputy Director 
Information (PR) Kashmir, 
Bilal Mukhtar who was also 
chief  guest on the occasion 
and renowned singer, Meh-
meet Syed was guest of  
honour.

Among others, Principal 
of  the college, Prof. (Dr) 
Neelofar Bhat; and faculty 
members were present on 
the occasion, besides the 
students also participated 
in the event.

At the outset, Principal 
GDC Nawakadal felicitated 
chief  guest and guest of  
honour with mementos and 
flower bouquets.

The programme started 
with College Tarana sung by 
a group of students while the 
entire programme was hosted 
by Prof.  Mehvish Syed.

Renowned Singer & Com-

poser  Raja Bilal; Assistant 
Professor, GDC Eidgah, Dr 
Shah Faisal and Vocalist 
Muneer Ahmad Mir were 
the Judges on the occasion 
and were also felicitated by 
chief  guest and Principal 
GDC Nawakadal.

The students of  Islamia 
College of  Science and Com-
merce, Government Degree 
College Pampore, Gov-
ernment Degree College 
Nawakadal, Government 
Degree College Sumbal, 
Government Degree Col-
lege Baramulla presented 
their performances and  
mesmerized the audience 
with their qawalies and 
aroused spiritual feelings.

Meanwhile, Raja Bilal, 
Mehmet Syed and Muneer 

Ahmad Mir also enthralled 
the audience by melodious 
ghazals and songs.

The soulful performanc-
es were pearled with Kash-
miri songs and Rouf.

In the competition, GDC 
Nawakadal won first posi-
tion while Islamia College 
secured second position and 
GDC Sumbal got third posi-
tion. They were awarded 
trophies and appreciation 
certificates.

Earlier, Dr Asmat Ara 
presented a welcome 
address in which she wel-
comed guests, participants, 
faculty members and stu-
dents, while at the conclu-
sion of  the programme Dr 
Sabina Ahad presented Vote 
of  thanks.

Committee on Coordination for Justice 
Delivery System meets in Bandipora
Calls for 
expediting pace 
of work on new 
District Court 
Complex Kaloosa

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA:  The Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Judge (PD&SJ) Bandipora, 
Amit Sharma on Saturday 
chaired a coordination 
meeting between judiciary 
and civil administration to 
discuss issues concerning 
ways and means for effec-
tive, efficient and timely 
rendering of  justice to the 
litigants, the infrastruc-
tural and other local dif-
ficulties being faced by the 
judicial institutions at all 
levels in the district.

Deputy Commission-
er Bandipora, Dr Owais 
Ahmad; Senior Superinten-
dent of  Police; Additional 
District and Sessions Judge 
and Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate Bandipora were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Threadbare discus-
sions were held with 
regard to the infrastruc-

tural shortcomings in 
the courts and directions 
were passed for resolving 
several issues for the con-
venience of  judicial staff, 
lawyers and litigants.

The meeting assessed 
the pace of  construction of  
new District Court complex 
at Kaloosa and litigant shed 
in District Court premises 
at Bandipora.

The executing agency 
informed the meeting about 
the progress of  the work. 
He was directed to expedite 
the pace of  work with the 
improvement in weather so 
that the project can be com-
pleted at earliest.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the steps taken for 
procurement of  furniture 
and furnishing for the 
newly constructed court at 
Gurez.

Threadbare discussion 
on the issues concerning 
ways and means for effec-
tive, efficient and timely 
rendering of  justice to the 
litigants, the infrastructur-
al and security issues faced 
by the Judicial Institutions 
in the district and ways and 
means for developing and 
improving the system as a 

whole were held.
The PD&SJ Bandipora 

called upon all the stake-
holders to work in tandem 
to strengthen the justice 
delivery system and to max-
imize the judicial output.

He emphasized the par-
ticipants to streamline the 
coordination among the 
Courts and other stake-
holders for developing 
and improving the judicial 
system and urged them to 
provide assistance pertain-
ing to the justice delivery 
system.

Several issues were dis-
cussed and effective solu-
tions were worked out to 
enhance the efficiency level 
of  the judicial system at the 
district.

PD&SJ Bandipora and 
Deputy Commissioner 
Bandipora passed several 
directions with regard to 
the resolution of  various 
issues.

He called for better 
coordination between 
civil administration and 
judiciary to ensure the 
issues are resolved at ear-
liest besides overcoming 
the infrastructural short-
comings.

DT: 18-03-2023
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Indian envoy at UN highlights five 
core concepts of Gandhiji at 52nd 
session of Human Rights Council

Iranian envoy Iraj Ilahi lauds India's role in 

development of Chabahar port

Kashmir on track to actualise its potential more than ever
J&K: The Union Territory of  
Jammu and Kashmir is witnessing 
increased momentum on the path 
to peace and development as the 
Indian government has remark-
ably curbed Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism in the region. While 
economic and social activities are 
gaining momentum, the Indian 
election machinery is also gearing 
up for the assembly election in the 
UT late this year.

In fact, before Pakistani agents 
fanned separatism in a few pockets 
of  the UT in the late 1980s, the UT 
participated in both national and 
provincial elections uninterrupt-
edly since Independence. These 
elections established the people 
of  Kashmir’s unflinching faith 
and unbreakable integration with 
India like other princely States did.

These developments are creating 
unease in India’s western neigh-
bourhood as its own economy and 
polity are in shambles and the state 
is fast on the track of  anarchy and 
failure. To divert the attention of the 
people from domestic failings and 
mislead the world, Islamabad contin-
ues to belittle the achievement of the 
Indian Government in the UT after 
the abrogation of  Article 370.

First, Pakistan Foreign Minister 
raised the issue of  human rights in 
Kashmir at the UN Human Rights 
Council (UNHCR) on March 2 in 
Geneva, which was refuted by the 
Indian representative as a blatant 
lie and unwarranted interference 
in India’s internal matters.

Subsequently, the Pak represen-
tative made a reference to Kashmir 
at the 145th Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) Assembly in Bahrain 
(11-15 March), which witnessed a 

strong rebuttal by the Indian rep-
resentative by reiterating India’s 
firm and non-negotiable stand 
again that the UTs of  J-K and 
Ladakh are integral and unalien-
able parts of  India.

The Indian representative in 
the IPU wondered why a country 
which has itself  earned the epithet 
of  ‘global exporter of  terrorism’ 
is blaming India for human rights 
violations in the UT.

Pak-sponsored terrorism has 
spilt the blood of  hundreds of  
innocent people in Kashmir. The 
answer is easy to find. For Islam-
abad, it is not anything more than 
the ventilation of  its frustration 
over the return of  normalcy in the 
UT due to India’s success in defeat-
ing the terror designs from across 
the border by beefing up security 
and increasing monitoring and 
supervision. The Indian represen-
tative sent a loud and clear mes-
sage to the IPU that Pakistan has 
no locus standi to comment on 
India’s internal affairs.

“We have repeatedly called 
upon it to vacate Indian territories 
under its illegal and forcible occu-
pation with immediate effect.”

There are reasons for Islam-
abad’s frustration. It has been 
pushed on the verge of  default and 
pauperization by the mismanage-
ment and corruption of  its own 
political leaders and the ruling 
elite. While the release of the IMF’s 
USD 6.5 billion bailout is taking 
time and there is no certainty how 
long it may take, the people in the 
country are being pushed into 
darkness due to power outages; 
hunger and malnutrition due to 
shortage of food and medicine; and 

misery due to the intolerable cost 
of  living amid ever spiralling infla-
tion with no respite in near future.

Pakistan is witnessing gallop-
ing inflation with inflation ranging 
between 30-50 per cent. Import of  
basic and intermediate goals are 
on hold as the foreign exchange has 
shrunk to a low level of  USD 3.1 
billion while the time of more than 
USD 15 billion debt servicing in FY 
23-24 is giving the Pak authorities 
sleepless nights. The nasty and 
ugly fight among the power-thirsty 
Pak leaders has shattered the hope 
of  the people and the country is 
sharply divided while the lack of  
necessary funds to run the country 
has pushed them into begging and 
compromising on the freedom and 
sovereignty of  the country.

The establishment in Islamabad 

as usual is continuing with its man-
ufactured lies about threats from 
India, buying arms and ammuni-
tion on the pretext and seeking ille-
gal cuts in the deals. While living 
conditions in Pakistan are deterio-
rating and terrorism is increasing, 
most of  the Pak elites have their 
second home in places like London, 
Canberra and Sydney and the 
cities of  the US and Europe. Such 
dwellings help the ruling elite to 
siphon their ill-begotten and cor-
rupt money overseas.

Juxtaposed against the night-
mare called Pakistan, Kashmir 
today is brimming with hope. The 
Indian government’s efforts to 
defeat the Pak-sponsored terror 
are yielding results. The tourism 
sector, the main source of  revenue, 
is now bristling with activities and 

tourists’ footfalls are increasing. 
In the year 2022, 23 lakh tourists 
visited Kashmir.

This year also it seems that the 
tourist footfalls would be more 
than the previous year, especially 
when the Tulip Garden, on the 
banks of  Dal lake, is attracting 
more and more tourists, apart 
from Kashmir’s vales and moun-
tains with unfathomable serenity 
and beauty. This aches the heart 
of  India bashers in Pakistan. Kash-
mir has seen fast infrastructure 
development after the abrogation 
of  Article 37.

With the sanctioning of  25 new 
national highway projects worth 
Rs 11721 crores coming up of  the 
world’s highest rail bridge over 
the Chenab and the indigenously 
built Vande Bharat train running 

between Jammu and Delhi, the 
dream of  seamless connectivity 
is fast moving towards fruition. It 
is notable that poor connectivity 
was an impediment to the growth 
of economic activities in the UT.

But the problem is now about 
to be solved forever. An initiative 
of  the National Highway Infra-
structure Corporation (NHIC) is 
underway in which it is developing 
five tunnels in the UT at a cost of  
USD 3.42 million. An elevated light 
metro rail system is also planned 
to be built soon. The focus of  the 
federal government of  India has 
moved towards J-K in a very sig-
nificant way as evidenced by an 
allocation of  Rs. 1.42 lakh crore to 
the UT for FY 2022-23 with several 
new development initiatives.

In the same FY, the total devel-
opment expenditure in J-K has 
stipulated at Rs 41,335 crores. For 
the last few years, investments is 
continuously picking up in the UT 
from within India and also India’s 
development partners like the UAE. 
Several agreements have been 
signed with global investors as well, 
e.g. six agreements in 2020 and sev-
eral MoUs with potential investors 
worth USD 3.17 billion in 2021.

The sincerity of  the government 
could be gauged from the increased 
pace of  project implementation in 
the State. From 9,229 projects that 
were completed in 2019, the number 
of  completed projects increased 
three times to 50,267 in 2022.

Kashmir also presents a com-
plete metamorphosis with the 
establishment of  two big institu-
tions on the pattern of  All India 
Institute of  Medical Science and 
good hospitals in all the districts 

of  Kashmir, some completed and 
others in the process. An Indian 
Institute of  Management has also 
become operational in the UT.

Power Sector projects including 
hydro and solar power (Pakal Dul 
HEP, Srinagar-Leh 200 KV trans-
mission Line and two pilot solar 
power projects in Leh and Kargil) 
speak the truth which no propa-
ganda could belie.

Life in Kashmir is becoming 
normal very fast, thanks to the 
Government of  India’s success in 
curbing Pak-sponsored terrorism.

Beginning of  the film screen-
ing in the valley, apart from Sufi 
Congregations and trade fairs, the 
Indian heaven called Kashmir is 
getting freed from the evil designs 
of  Pakistan and again started to 
enjoy and relish its old-time peace 
and normalcy. This is what is 
irking Pakistan.

While the cases of  violation of  
human rights of  the ethnic minori-
ties, women in children and forced 
disappearance in Balochistan are 
increasing in Pakistan, it desires to 
seek vicarious pleasure by putting 
India in the same bracket.

But alas India is a democratic 
and secular country where funda-
mental rights given by Constitution 
are regarded as sacrosanct and 
respected and the government’s 
genuine efforts have made the coun-
try the fastest growing in the world! 
Jealousy and envy of Pakistan are 
natural, but it would not help.

The better course for it is to 
settle its political instability and 
resolve its economic crisis rather 
than living in a fool’s paradise 
regarding Kashmir. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK) 

GENEVA: Permanent Rep-
resentative of  India to the 
UN and other International 
Organisations in Geneva, 
Ambassador Indra Mani 
Pandey on Friday high-
lighted Mahatma Gandhi's 
five core concepts i.e.

Ahimsa, Satyagraha, 
Sarvodaya, Swaraj and 
Trusteeship, pointing out 
that they are also the core 
principles of  the UN Char-
ter and Universal Decla-
ration of  Human Rights 
(UDHR).

Delivering a Joint State-
ment on 'Resonance of  
Thoughts & Values of  
Mahatma Gandhi in the 
Universal Declaration 
of  Human Rights' at the 
Human Rights Council on 
behalf  of  India and 89 other 
States, he said that there is 

strong resonance in the uni-
versal values contained in 
the Universal Declaration 
of  Human Rights of  the 
ideas and values espoused 
by Mahatma Gandhi, the 
global icon of  non-violence.

Underlining that Gandhi-
ji's advocacy of  political, 
social and economic inclu-
sion has been manifest in 
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, Ambassador 
Pandey emphasised that 
Gandhiji was a strong 
believer in the inclusion 
of  women and girls, as well 
as persons in vulnerable 
situations, securing and 
upholding their rights and 
dignity.

Notably, the statement is 
open for co-sponsorship by 
more States until the end 
of  the 52nd session of  the 

Council.
The 52nd session of  the 

Human Rights Council is 
being held from February 
27 to April 04, 2023.

The Human Rights 
Council holds no fewer 
than three regular ses-
sions a year, for a total of  at 
least ten weeks. They take 
place in February-March, 
June-July and September-
October. Sessions can be 
three, four or five weeks 
long, depending on the pro-
gramme of  work.

If  one-third of  the 
Member States requests it, 
the Human Rights Coun-
cil can decide at any time 
to hold a special session 
to address human rights 
violations and emergen-
cies. (MILAP NEWS NET-
WORK)

NEW DELHI: Iranian 
Ambassador to India, Iraj 
Elahi on Friday lauded 
India's effort in the devel-
opment of  its Chabahar 
port. Speaking at a press 
briefing, he said, "The core 
concept of  cooperation 
between Iran and India in 
Chabahar has three ele-
ments - construction of  
ports, its connection with 
the main railway network 
of  Iran and sending cargo 
through Chabahar. By these 
three components, we can 
judge the level of  coopera-
tion with India."

Chabahar Port is a sea-
port in the Sistan-Balo-
chistan province of  Iran, on 
the Gulf  of  Oman. It serves 
as Iran's only oceanic port 
and consists of  two separate 
ports named Shahid Kalan-
tari and Shahid Beheshti.

Its geographic proximity 
to Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India and International 
North-South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC) gives 
it the potential to develop 
into one of  the most impor-
tant commercial hubs. 
Elahi further elaborated 
that Iran could itself  build 
infrastructure in Chahba-

har, we did not need the 
help of  other nations and 
reasoned out why India was 
its foremost choice for the 
collaboration.

"Since the beginning, 
there were three elements - 
first of  all, we asked India to 
send its cargo through Cha-
bahar, India is a maritime 
country, too many ports  is 
a well-experienced, skilful 
country in maritime. We 
expected that India will 
send its cargo through Cha-
bahar and help us, teach 

us, and train Iranians to 
expand its ports. Moreover, 
due to sanctions, Iran did 
not have enough money for 
investments and construc-
tion of  different infrastruc-
tures we sided with India," 
said the Iranian envoy. Cha-
bahar Port Project is one 
of  the focussed projects of  
India. India, in May 2016, 
signed an USD 85 million 
Chabahar Agreement to 
establish the International 
Transport and Transit Cor-
ridor. Construction of  the 

Chabahar Port and the con-
struction of  a rail line from 
Chabahar port to Zahedan 
are the major highlights of  
the project.

Through the Chabahar 
Port Project, the cargo 
would be brought to the 
Bandar Abbas port and 
Chabahar port and free 
Kabul from its dependence 
on Pakistan. The Chabahar 
Port will give India access to 
Afghanistan and beyond to 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Kazakhstan, Russia, and 
Europe via the 7,200-km-
long multi-modal North-
South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC). One of  the key 
projects of  keen interest 
to India and Iran was link-
ing Chabahar Port to the 
Zaranj-Delaram Highway 
in Afghanistan.

The Zaranj-Delaram 
Highway in Afghanistan is 
a 215 km long highway that 
was already built through 
assistance provided by 
India. Moreover, the Cha-
bahar Port Project provides 
an option for an alternate 
supply route of  goods, thus 
reducing the weightage of  
Pakistan, which was the 
only option available till 
some time back.

The Chabahar Port Proj-
ect will strengthen Indo-Ira-
nian ties, which could bal-
ance out growing Chinese-
Pakistani cooperation. Also, 
the US sanctions on Iran 
have no bearing on India's 
Chabahar Port Project, and 
the port is functioning well. 
The Biden Government in 
the US has given separate 
exceptions for the strate-
gic Chabahar port project. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

China pledges to leave no room for Taiwan 
independence separatist activities

Students in Khost province 
of Afghanistan lack basic 
educational facilities

GHRD organises discussion on 

“Human Rights in Pakistan”

BEIJING:  Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) will leave no room of  
any sort for Taiwan inde-
pendence separatist activi-
ties and will resolutely pro-
tect the country’s national 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, Xinhua News 
Agency reported citing a 
Chinese defence spokes-
person.

A report published by 
Xinhua News Agency on 
Thursday quoted Tan 
Kefei, a spokesperson for 
China’s defence ministry 
while addressing the media 
regarding recent aggressive 
actions by the United States 
that have increased ten-
sions in the Taiwan Strait.

Tan said that the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
authorities’ provocative 
actions to collaborate with 
outside forces in pursuit of  
“Taiwan independence” and 
their obstinate determina-
tion to stand in opposition to 
the Chinese nation’s funda-
mental interests are the lead-
ing causes of  rising tensions 
in the Taiwan Strait.

According to Xinhua 
News Agency, Tan also said 
that it was OK for the PLA 
to conduct military opera-
tions in reaction to outside 

meddling and secessionist 
actions calling for “Taiwan 
independence.”

Tan emphasised that the 
Taiwan question is the first 
line that cannot be crossed 
in relations between China 
and the United States, 
adding that Taiwan is 
China’s Taiwan and the 
Taiwan question is solely 
an internal Chinese affair 
and at the core of  China’s 
core interests, Xinhua 
News Agency reported.

According to Tan, China 
vehemently opposes any 
official or military contact 
between the US and Taiwan 
as well as the US boosting 
its substantive relations 
with Taiwan in any way.

Tan stated, “We encour-
age the United States to dis-

continue its ‘salami tactics’ 
and further action on the 
Taiwan subject and give up 
its attempt to use Taiwan to 
restrict China.”

Notably, China claims 
Taiwan, a self-governing 
island home to 24 million 
people, as its own. It is a 
thriving democracy that 
generates the great major-
ity of  the advanced com-
puter chips in the world, 
despite being 100 perilous 
miles away from China’s 
southeast coast. Given that 
Xi Jinping has stated he 
wants to seize control of  the 
island within his lifetime, it 
is also critical to his plan to 
restore China’s status as a 
great power, Xinhua News 
Agency reported. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)

KABUL: The students in the 
Khost province of Afghanistan 
lack basic educational facili-
ties with no proper infrastruc-
ture and suitable location for 
teaching, TOLOnews reported 
on Friday. Since the Taliban 
takeover, Afghan children 
have fallen into a deep crisis 
with no access to proper edu-
cation, especially the female 
students of the country.

The classes are forced to 
take place outside due to a 
lack of  facilities and a conve-
nient location. Nazratullah, 
a teacher in Afghanistan's 
Khost, stated that students 
sometimes use carpets to 
attend classes as there are 
no chairs available. He also 
added that he cycles several 
kilometres each day to a vil-
lage where he has been pro-
viding more than twenty chil-
dren and teenagers free Eng-
lish lessons for the past five 
months, TOLOnews reported.

"There are around 20 to 25 
children and young people 
who follow English lessons 
with us. There are also some 
young people who are not 
literate and come here to 
learn something," he noted. 
Although the village does not 
have access to educational 
facilities, they are grateful 

that they get the chance to 
study English there for free.

"I work in a pottery fac-
tory. I come here to learn 
English for free after work'" 
said Imdadullah, a student. 
The Taliban's return to power 
preceded a deepening human-
itarian crisis in Afghanistan, 
worsening issues that had 
long plagued the country, 
affecting women and children 
the most.

Taliban banned women 
from attending univer-
sity last December after the 
Islamist group barred girls 
from returning to secondary 
schools amid a brutal crack-
down on women's rights since 
it seized power in 2021. The 
country is battling its worst 
humanitarian crisis as the 
people lack basic amenities 
to fend for their lives. Tali-
ban also announced a ban on 
female NGO workers - prompt-
ing multiple major foreign aid 
groups to suspend their opera-
tions in the country. Many 
Islamic countries and organ-
isations, including the Orga-
nization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC), have condemned 
the ban on women's and girls' 
access to work and education 
as a violation of Islamic law. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

GENEVA:  A panel discus-
sion on “Human Rights in 
Pakistan-Interactive Talk” 
was organised by Global 
Human Rights Defence 
(GHRD).

As many as 96 repre-
sentative diplomats from 
the Netherlands, Mexico, 
Poland, Australia, Italy, 
Costa Rica, and Ukraine 
took part in the discussion.

Global Human Rights 
Defence’s Lina Borchardt 
led a discussion on the 
situation of  human rights 
in Pakistan at the event 
held on Tuesday (March 
14, 2023).

Former chairman, of  
GHRD, Sradhanand Sital, 
opened the discussion by 
highlighting the difficulty 
for many to access the 
United Nations because of  
visa issues which remain 
an obstacle in getting their 
voices heard.

Principal Consultant 
on Air Quality and Gen-
eral Secretary of  the World 
Sindhi Congress, Lakhu 
Lubana gave a powerful 

speech about the silent 
genocide happening in the 
Sindh region. He exposed 
how the Pakistani govern-
ment has utilized heavy 
rainfalls as a form of  geno-
cide against the Sindhi 
people.

Baloch HR Council 
Executive President and 
researcher, Dr Naseer 
Dashti, touched on the 
enforced disappearances 
of  activists, the millions 
displaced, mutilated bodies 
and extrajudicial killings 
taking place in Pakistan.

President of  the Coordi-
nation of  Associations and 
Individuals for Freedom of  
Conscience, France, Thi-
erry Valle spoke on the 
role of  the UN and EU in 
protecting minorities in 
Pakistan.

Specifically, he men-
tioned the EU’s Generalised 
Scheme of  Preferences Plus 
(GSP+) which supports the 
development, participation, 
and implementation of  the 
convention on minority 
rights.

He also mentioned UN 
resolutions urging states 
to ensure Human Rights 
within states and protect 
minority rights.

Finally, Manel Msalmi 
discussed the issues of  
blasphemy and women’s 
rights in Pakistan. She 
stated that blasphemy 
laws that have been passed 
in Pakistan have encour-
aged religious intoler-
ance and acts as violent 
as lynching and extra-
judicial killings. Pakistan 
says laws are necessary to 
appease enraged crowds – 
were strengthened by par-
liament this year.

Msalmi emphasised 
the need to educate from 
a young age against radi-
calisation, and for different 
NGOs to spread awareness 
and work together with 
international institutions 
such as the EU and UN. 
Following the event GHRD 
filmed short interviews 
with Thierry Valle and 
Manel Msalmi. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)
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India's gig economy in a limbo as online 
food deliveries slow down

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: With a spurt in 
online food and grocery deliv-
ery, especially in the pandemic 
years, India saw a meteoric 
rise in the gig economy, giving 
millions of  people job oppor-
tunities.

However, delivering hot 
and piping food at custom-
ers' doorsteps has become a 
nightmare for many of  them 
as the food delivery business 
turns out to be a losing game 
while more and more delivery 
partners report unfair work 
conditions, pay disparity, and 
harassment.

India is likely to see its gig 
workforce add 9-11 million 
jobs by 2025, which has been 
one of  the most pivotal eco-
nomic shifts in a long time.

In terms of  job roles, door 
delivery is the most prevalent 
gig role employers are hiring 
for currently 22 per cent for 
food and 26 per cent for other 
deliveries, according to a 
recent study by leading job 
portal Indeed.

According to reports, a typi-
cal delivery boy's salary is Rs 
15,000 per month. Delivery Boy 
salaries at Zomato and Swiggy 
can range from Rs 4,804-Rs 
30,555 per month depending 

on which area they are work-
ing in.

Gig workers are freelanc-
ers or contractors who work 
independently, typically on a 
short-term basis for multiple 
clients. Their work may be 
project-based, hourly, or part-
time.

However, when it comes 
to fair work for gig workers 
among the digital platform 
economy in India, Zomato, 
Swiggy, and quick-grocery 
delivery providers Dunzo and 
Zepto are among the worst 
performers across parameters 
related to the working condi-
tions of  gig workers, according 
to the latest 'Fairwork India 
Ratings 2022 Report'.

According to professor 
Balaji Parthasarathy, one of  
the principal investigators of  
the team, these findings are 
alarming for all stakeholders 
-- government, consumers and 
platform owners -- and they 
should come together to help 
gig workers get the best work-
ing conditions.

"We would like the govern-
ment and other stakeholders 
like consumers and digital 
labour platform owners to 
take note of  these findings and 
ensure a better work environ-
ment for millions of  gig work-

ers in 2023," Parthasarathy 
said.

The Fairwork India team 
was spearheaded by the 
Centre for IT and Public Policy 
(CITAPP), International Insti-
tute of  Information Technolo-
gy Bangalore (IIIT-B), in asso-
ciation with Oxford University 
in the UK.

Even with workers and 
worker groups repeatedly 
emphasising the importance 
of  a stable income for platform 
workers, platforms have been 
reluctant to publicly commit 
to, and operationalise, a mini-

mum wage policy.
"Secondly, while work-

ers have engaged in various 
forms of  collective action to 
voice their concerns in the 
platform economy, platforms 
have been uncompromising-
ly unwilling to recognise or 
negotiate with any collective 
body representing workers," 
the findings showed.

According to the report, 
the promise of  flexibility of  
the digital platform economy 
raises as many questions 
about livelihoods as it offers 
opportunities.

"We hope the report pro-
vides the basis for an interpre-
tation of  flexibility that allows 
for not merely the adaptability 
that platforms seek, but also 
the income and social security 
that workers lack," said Par-
thasarathy and Janaki Srini-
vasan, the Principal Investiga-
tors of  the team.

The biggest barriers for gig 
workers are lack of  access to 
job information (62 per cent), 
not knowing English (32 per 
cent), and not knowing the 
local language (10 per cent) 
for workers who have shifted 

outside of  their home town for 
work.

Challenges in language also 
result in other difficulties with 
14 per cent of  the gig work-
force respondents reporting a 
lack of  awareness of  their jobs' 
skills and abilities, according 
to Indeed study.

Nearly three out of  five 
gig workers (59 per cent) find 
their jobs uncomfortable (46 
per cent), if  not hard and risky 
(13 per cent).

The government has also 
cracked a whip on online food 
aggregators in the recent past.

Last year, the Competition 
Commission of  India (CCI) 
ordered a thorough investi-
gation into the conduct of  
online food delivery plat-
forms Zomato and Swiggy 
over alleged involvement in 
delayed payment cycle and 
exorbitant commissions.

Following a complaint 
from the National Restaurant 
Association of  India (NRAI), 
the CCI said that it is of  the 
view that there exists a prima 
facie case with respect to some 
of  the conduct of  Zomato and 
Swiggy, "which requires an 
investigation by the Director 
General (DG), to determine 
whether the conduct of  plat-
forms have resulted in contra-

vention of  the provisions".
The NRAI had alleged that 

the commissions that are 
charged from restaurants are 
"unviable" and "are to the tune 
of  20 per cent to 30 per cent, 
which are extremely exorbi-
tant".

The Department of  Con-
sumer Affairs also asked 
online food business operators 
to improve their consumer 
grievance redressal mecha-
nism amid rising complaints 
from customers.

The Delhi High Court last 
month postponed the hear-
ing on petitions to April 12, 
filed by restaurant associa-
tions contesting the rules that 
forbid hotels and restaurants 
from automatically adding a 
service charge to meal bills.

The Central Consumer 
Protection Authority (CCPA), 
under the Department of  Con-
sumer Affairs, released the 
rules last year, and the high 
court stayed them.

The CCPA has sought dis-
missal of  pleas and said in its 
affidavit that the petitioners 
have totally failed to appreci-
ate the rights of  the consum-
ers by adopting an unfair 
method, which is unlawful as 
no service is separately pro-
vided to consumers.
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ZONAL HEADQUARTERS POLICE 
TELECOMMUNICATION KASHMIR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mushtaq Ahmed S/O Abdul Rashid R/O Iqbal Colony Sonawar R.M Bagh Srinagar working as HC 
(Telecom) in J&K Police Telecommunication Kashmir under Regimental No. 2182/PW, TEL-993728 
has represented for correction in his parentage recorded as Ab Rashid Malik instead of Abdul Rashid 
in the service records of this office.
As such, objections if any, in this regard are invited from General Public, which should reach the office 
of the undersigned within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this Notice.
No: - ESTT/PF-2182/KZ-2023/3792  Sr. Supdt. of Police, 
Dated:- 06-03-2023  Telecommunication Kashmir.
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ZONAL HEADQUARTERS POLICE 
TELECOMMUNICATION KASHMIR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mohamad Ashraf Ghanie S/O Mohamad Maqbool Ghanie R/O Khanabal Anantnag working as 
HC (Telecom) in J&K Police Telecommunication under Regimental No. 2261/PW, TEL-993765 has 
represented for correction in his name/ parentage recorded as Mohd Ashraf Ganai S/O Mohd 
Maqbool Ganai instead of Mohamad Ashraf Ghanie S/O Mohamad Maqbool Ghanie in the service 
records of this office.
As such, objections if any, in this regard are invited from General Public, which should reach the office 
of the undersigned within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this Notice.
No: - ESTT/PF-2261/KZ-2023/3791  Sr. Supdt. of Police, 
Dated:- 06-03-2023  Telecommunication Kashmir.
email id: ssptelecomkmr@gmail.com Ph. No. 0194-2452698 | Fax No. 0194-2506526

ZONAL HEADQUARTERS POLICE 
TELECOMMUNICATION KASHMIR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Showket Dar S/O Ferooq Ahmad Dar R/O Rangreth Srinagar working as HC (Telecom) in J&K Police 
Telecommunication under Regimental No. 2426/PW, TEL-013249 has represented for correction in 
his name/ parentage recorded as Showkat Ahmad Dar S/O Farooq Ahmad Dar instead of Showket 
Dar S/O Ferooq Ahmad Dar in the service records of this office.
As such, objections if any, in this regard are invited from General Public, which should reach the office 
of the undersigned within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this Notice.
No: - ESTT/PF-2426/KZ-2023/3790  Sr. Supdt. of Police, 
Dated:- 06-03-2023  Telecommunication Kashmir.
email id: ssptelecomkmr@gmail.com Ph. No. 0194-2452698 | Fax No. 0194-2506526

ZONAL HEADQUARTERS POLICE 
TELECOMMUNICATION KASHMIR

PUBLIC NOTICE
Azad Ahmad Allaie S/O Ab Jabbar Allaie R/O Charsoo Awantipora working as SI (Telecom) in J&K Police 
Telecommunication under Regimental No. 1290/PW, TEL-851485 has represented for correction in 
his parentage recorded as Abdul Jabbar instead of Ab Jabar Allaie in the service records of this office.
As such, objections if any, in this regard are invited from General Public, which should reach the office 
of the undersigned within a period of seven days from the date of publication of this Notice.
No: - ESTT/PF-1290/KZ-2023/3789  Sr. Supdt. of Police, 
Dated:- 06-03-2023  Telecommunication Kashmir.DIPK-18460-22

DT: 17-03-2023

iPhone 15 Pro Max may feature 
thinnest screen bezels to date

AGENCIES

SAN FRANCISCO: Tech 
giant Apple's upcoming 
iPhone 15 Pro Max smart-
phone will reportedly 
"break record" of  the thin-
nest screen bezels to date.

Tipster Ice Universe 
tweeted on Friday: "iPhone 
15 Pro Max will break the 
record of  1.81mm bezel 
black edge held by Xiaomi 
13, and we measure that 

its cover plate black bezel 
width is only 1.55 mm.iS22 
and S23 1.95mmiCEiPhone 
14 Pro 2.17mm)."

Last week, the front glass 
videos of  the iPhone 15 Pro 
and iPhone 15 Pro Max 
smartphones had leaked 
online which revealed that 
they will feature ultra-thin 
bezels around the display.

Also, the tech giant is 
expected to limit its display 
features  Always-On and 

ProMotion to the upcom-
ing iPhone 15 Pro and 
iPhone 15 Pro Max smart-
phone models. It was also 
rumoured that the iPhone 
maker will bring support 
for Wi-Fi 6E network to only 
iPhone 15 Pro models.

The iPhone 15 Pro and 15 
Pro Max will likely include 
new features such as solid-
state buttons with haptic 
feedback, a titanium frame 
and increased RAM. 

NASA mission to Saturn's moon may 
unravel chemistry leading to life

SpaceX aces 2 orbital 
missions about 4 hours apart

WASHINGTON:  An 
upcoming NASA mission 
to Saturn's giant moon 
Titan aims to discover the 
development of  life in the 
universe, the US space 
agency said.

The mission called 
Dragonfly is due to launch 
in 2027, and will reach 
Titan in 2034.

Dragonfly carries an 
instrument called the 
Dragonfly Mass Spectrom-
eter (DraMS), which will 
shed light on the kinds 
of  chemical steps that 
occurred on Earth that 
ultimately led to the forma-
tion of  life, called prebiotic 
chemistry.

Titan's abundant com-
plex carbon-rich chem-
istry, interior ocean, and 
past presence of  liquid 
water on the surface make 
it an ideal destination to 
study prebiotic chemical 
processes and the potential 
habitability of  an extrater-
restrial environment, the 
mission officials said in 
a statement. DraMS will 
allow scientists back on 
Earth to remotely study 
the chemical makeup of the 
Titanian surface.

"We want to know if  
the type of  chemistry 
that could be important 
for early pre-biochemical 
systems on Earth is taking 

place on Titan," Dr Melissa 
Trainer of  NASA's God-
dard Space Flight Center, 
Greenbelt, Maryland, said 
in a statement.

To accomplish this, the 
Dragonfly robotic rotor-
craft will capitalise on 
Titan's low gravity and 
dense atmosphere to fly 
between different points of  
interest on Titan's surface, 
spread as far as several 
miles apart.

This allows Dragonfly to 
relocate its entire suite of  
instruments to a new site 
when the previous one has 
been fully explored, and pro-
vides access to samples in 
environments with a variety 
of  geologic histories.

At each site, samples 
less than a gram in size 
will be drilled out of  the 
surface by the Drill for 

Acquisition of  Complex 
Organics (DrACO) and 
brought inside the lander's 
main body, to a place called 
the "attic" that houses the 
DraMS instrument.

There, they will be irra-
diated by an onboard laser 
or vaporised in an oven to 
be measured by DraMS.

"DraMS is designed to 
look at the organic mol-
ecules that may be present 
on Titan, at their compo-
sition and distribution in 
different surface environ-
ments," Trainer said.

Organic molecules con-
tain carbon and are used 
by all known forms of  life. 
They are of  interest in 
understanding the forma-
tion of  life because they 
can be created by living 
and non-living processes.
(AGENCIES)

AGENCIES

SAN FRANCISCO: Elon 
Musk's SpaceX has 
successfully pulled off  
two orbital missions in 
about four hours, the 
company said.

A group of  52 of  
Starlink internet satel-
lites were launched to 
orbit at 3.26 p.m. EDT 
(12.56 a.m. IST), from 
Vandenberg Space 
Force Base in Califor-
nia.

Then, at 7.38 p.m. 
EDT (5.08 a.m. IST), a 
Falcon 9 carrying the 
SES-18 and SES-19 tele-
communications satellites 
lifted off  from Cape Canav-
eral Space Force Station in 
Florida.

"Congrats to the SpaceX 
team on launching two 
Falcon 9 missions about 
4 hours apart today, com-
pleting our 18th and 19th 
missions of  2023 so far," the 
mission officials wrote on 
Twitter.

Both missions were 
successful. The Starlink 
satellites were deployed in 
low Earth orbit (LEO) on 
schedule, and the Falcon 
9 successfully delivered 
SES-18 and SES-19 to geo-
synchronous transfer 
orbit.

It was the eighth liftoff  
and touchdown for the 

Starlink-launching Falcon 
9 and the sixth for the 
rocket that lofted SES-18 

and SES-19, according to 
SpaceX.

The 52 Starlink satel-
lites are joining more than 
3,700 other spacecraft in 
SpaceX's huge broadband 
constellation, which will 
continue to grow far into 
the future. Elon Musk's 
company has approval to 
deploy 12,000 Starlink sat-
ellites in LEO, and it has 
applied for permission to 
loft 30,000 more on top of  
that, Space.com reported.

SES-18 and SES-19 are 
headed for geostationary 
orbit, about 35,700 kilo-
metres above Earth. They 
aim to provide digital 
broadcasting coverage to 
North America, according 
to EverydayAstronaut.com

Google working on 

new 'Video Unblur' 

tool for Pixel 8

SAN FRANCISCO:  Tech 
giant Google is reportedly 
working on a new "Video 
Unblur" tool for its upcom-
ing Pixel 8 smartphone.

The Video Unblur tool 
will make the users' videos 
crisp and clear, reports 
9To5Google.

With the help of  
machine learning, this 
tool is expected to give pre-
viously captured videos a 
sharper appearance.

The "Photo Unblur" tool 
in Google Photos which 
leverages the machine 
learning capabilities of  
the Tensor chip to sharp-
en photographs was intro-
duced with the launch of  

the Pixel 7 series.
Earlier, it was rumoured 

that the upcoming Pixel 8 
smartphone lineup will 
come with an upgraded 
Samsung camera sensor, 
ISOCELL GN2, which fea-
tures the staggered high 
dynamic range (HDR) 
functionality for better 
dynamic range in photos 
and videos. The Pixel 8 and 
Pixel 8 Pro are expected to 
pack 12GB of  RAM.

Also, the Pro model is 
likely to offer a display 
resolution of  2822 x 1344 
pixels, whereas, Pixel 8 is 
expected to offer a stan-
dard 2268 x 1080 resolution.
(AGENCIES)

Whatsapp rolling out 'Groups in common' 
section within search bar on beta
SAN FRANCISCO: Meta-
owned messaging platform 
WhatsApp is rolling out a 
new feature for some beta 
testers on Android and iOS 
which allows users to see a 
list of  groups they have in 
common with the contact 
they are searching for.

Beta users will see a 
new 'Groups in common' 
section when searching for 
contacts within the search 

bar, reports WABetaInfo.
The new feature gives 

users more information 
when searching for con-
tacts within the search bar.

It is currently available 
for some testers, and is 
expected to be rolled out to 
more users over the coming 
days, the report said.

This feature is the 
same as the one rolled out 
on WhatsApp Desktop, 

which allows users to see 
the groups they have in 
common with their contacts 
without opening their chat 
information to see the list of  
groups in common.

Meanwhile, last week, it 
was reported that the mes-
saging platform was rolling 
out a new "approve new par-
ticipants" feature in group set-
tings for some beta testers on 
Android and iOS.(AGENCIES)

Discord rolling out 'Themes' for 

Nitro subscribers on desktop
SAN FRANCISCO: Dis-
cord has announced that 
it is rolling out 'Themes' 
for its Nitro subscribers to 
provide them more ways to 
bring their own vibe to the 
chat platform on desktop.

"Alongside the rest of  
the perks provided by your 
Discord Nitro subscription, 
you'll be able to bring some 
fresh hues to your Discord 
views," the company said 
in a blogpost on Thursday.

"Choose from theme 
colours such as Chroma 

Glow, Citrus Sherbert, 
Midnight Blurple, and 
Retro Raincloud to name 
a few."

To try Themes, Nitro 
members can navigate to 
the aUser Settings' and 
select 'Appearance'.

Then, under the exist-
ing Light and Dark themes, 
users will see a new Colour 
section. Now, simply select 
a theme and it will be 
instantly reflected in the 
application.

"If  you wanna see what 

a specific theme will look 
like, use the Preview 
Themes button. You can 
even preview a theme 
whether or not you're cur-
rently subscribed to Nitro!" 
the company said.

Last week, the chat plat-
form had announced that 
it is updating its 'Clyde' bot 
using OpenAI technology.

The new Clyde will 
answer questions and 
have extended conversa-
tions with users and their 
friends.(AGENCIES)
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U.T of J&K

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD(R&B) DIVISION QAZIGUND

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Fresh NIT NO.142 OF R&B/QAZIGUND/2022-23 /E-TENDERING/12431-45 DATED:11-03-2023

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on percentage rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors 
registered with J&K U.T Govt., CPWD, Railway and other U.T /Central Government works for the following works:-

S. No Name of Work
Estimated

Cost
(Rs in Lacs)

Cost of
T/Doc.
(in Rs)

Earnest 
Money (In 

Rs)

Time of 
Completion

Major Head of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1.
Fencing of Graveyard/(Balance Part) 
near H/O Gh Rasool Khan at Khudh-
mam.

2.97 200 5940 15 Days Grant in Aid DEE Class

2.

Repairment of steps/side drain at Malik 
Mohalla near H/o Mohd Iqbal & H/o 
Afroza Ahmed Khan at ward No.06 MC 
Qazigund.

1.94 200 3800 10 Days IDMT DEE
Class

3.
Construction of Tile Path from H/o 
Mohd. Ramza Wani to Mughal Garden 
Road (M.C Dooru Veerinag).

1.93 200 3860 10 Days Grant in AID DEE Class

4. Construction of protection Wall/Bund in 
front of H/o Mohd Afzal Mir 1.59 200 3180 15 Days

Land Compensation 
Grants of Village/
Town Shampora, 

Qazigund

DEE Class

Position of AAA: Accorded Position of Funds: Available   T.S: Accorded
Project Sanctioning Authority: District Development Commissioner Anantnag, President M.C Dooru Verinag, and President M.C Qazigund  Position of TS 
: Accorded
The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms- and conditions of contract and other 
details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:

S.No Particulars Dated
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice 11.03.2023

2 Period of Downloading of bidder documents From 14.03.2023 (11:00 AM)
To 20.03.2023 (04:00 PM)

3 Bid submission Start Date From 14.03.2023 (11:00AM)
4 Bid Submission End Date To 20.03.2023 (04:00 PM)

5 Date and time of opening of bid (online)
20.03.2023 (04:10 PM)

In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt(Under MH- 0059 PWD) in favour of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division QAZIGUND [Tender Inviting Authority] (Name of Work to be mentioned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order 
No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission 
End Date) and EMD (2% of advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND (Tender 
receiving Authority).

2. All the Bidders have to submit Earnest Money/Bid Security (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of 
Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive.

3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 3% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/
FDR/BG in favour of  Executive Engineer R&B Division Qazigund (Tender receiving authority)  within 03 Days before fixation of Contract and shall 
be released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period(DLP) of the work. Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 
as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor be forwarded to Higher Authorities for a period of 01 Year.

4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be released after 
receiving Performance security @3% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be released after successful completion 
of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work.

5. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically through 
e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the office of Executive 
Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND.

6. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the date of Opening of Technical bids.
7. The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If:
a) Any bidder/tendrer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period before issue of letter of intent.
c) Successful Bidder fails to execute the agreement within 07 days after fixation of contract.
d) If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD as well as work done claim will be forfeited.
8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
a. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.

jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process.
b. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can 

get digital certificate from any approved vendors.
c. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature. No Financial bid will be accepted in physical form.
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Para-1.
e. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary documents with bid.
f. Furnishing of hard copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with the same should be obtained only from the bidder 

who is declared as L-1 after opening of financial bids.
Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option.
9. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission due to any reasons.
10. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division 

QAZIGUND (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD in the shape of 
CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND must be uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original 
Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and other relevant bid documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation 
of the Contract.

11. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (Bill of Quantities) contents. In no case they should attempt to create similar BOQ manually.
12. Performance Security shall be released after DLP is over successfully.
13. Performance security shall be used in shape of CDR/FDR/BG’s for tendering process.
14. All other terms and conditions are as same as laid in PWD Form 25.
No. 12431-45  Executive Engineer
DATED:11-03-2023 PW (R&B) Division QAZIGUND

DIPK-18536-22
DT: 18-03-2023

North Korea warns against 
US-South Korea war drills 
with missile launch

Cyclone Freddy affects 500,000 

people in Malawi: UN

AGENCIES

SEOUL: The strategic 
forces of  North Korea 
(the Democratic People's 
Republic of  Korea) has 
conducted an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile 
launch drill as a gesture of  
warning against the ongo-
ing US-South Korea war 
drills, said a state media 
report on Friday.

A Hwasongpho-17 was 
launched on Thursday 
from the Pyongyang Inter-
national Airport, climbing 
up to a maximum altitude 
of  6,045 km and flying a 
distance of  some 1,000 km 
before accurately land-
ing on a preset area in the 
open waters off  the east-
ern coast, the DPRK's offi-
cial Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) reported.

The DPRK's top leader 
Kim Jong Un, who presided 
over the launching event, 
applauded the reliability 
of  the operating systems 
of  the country's nuclear 
strategic forces, said the 
KCNA report.

Meanwhile, Kim took 

the occasion to reiterate 
the DPRK's "resolute will 
to respond with a nuke 
for nuke and an all-out 
confrontation for an all-
out confrontation," and 
asked the strategic forces 
to strictly maintain a rapid 
response capability in the 
event of  any armed conflict 
and war, the report added.

In tandem with the latest 
missile launch, the country's 
main newspaper Rodong 

Sinmun published a com-
mentary on Friday, under-
scoring that the Hwasong-
pho-17, which was launched 
a day earlier, should serve 
as clear evidence that "the 
DPRK nuclear forces are not 
for advertisement."

Citing the DPRK law on 
the policy of  nuclear-armed 
forces, the article said the 
country would make a res-
olute response to anyone 
trying to encroach upon its 

sovereignty and security.
"The United States 

should at once stop the 
reckless military provoca-
tions and war drills against 
the DPRK," the commen-
tary said.

South Korea and the 
United States on Monday 
kicked off  the Freedom 
Shield exercises, an annual 
large-scale joint military 
drill, which would last 
until March 23.

UNI

UNITED NATIONS:  
Malawi authorities assess-
ing the rising devasta-
tion of  cyclone Freddy 
report more than 500,000 
people affected, including 
at least 326 people killed, 
UN humanitarians said on 
Friday.

The government reports 
442 people rescued during 
search and rescue opera-
tions on Thursday alone, 
the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of  Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) said. More 
than 180,000 people are 
homeless.

The government-led 
relief  efforts expand as flood 
waters recede, and the focus 
is on reaching displaced 
people, the office said.

"However, some areas 
remain cut off  due to the 
extremely challenging 
conditions on the ground," 
OCHA said. "Aid workers 
are mobilizing air transport 
and boats to transport sup-
plies and search and rescue 
efforts in locations that can't 
be accessed by road."

The office said that 
humanitarian partners are 
concerned about the risk of  
cholera spreading in flood-
affected areas, especially 
in crowded displacement 
sites.

The UN Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) and its part-
ners are working to clean 
latrines in schools serving 

as shelters in Blantyre and 
will also install water stor-
age bladders to provide 
safe drinking water.

The OCHA said that 
in Chikwawa, one of  the 
districts with the high-
est number of  displaced 
people, the World Food Pro-
gramme and its partners 
distributed super cereal, a 
blend of  corn and soy, to all 
displacement sites. Similar 
efforts are underway in 
other districts.

In neighboring Mozam-
bique, the number of  people 
affected by Freddy's second 
landfall also continues to 
rise, reaching 340,000, UN 

humanitarians said. With 
the cumulative impact of  
floods and two landfalls of  
Freddy, more than 510,000 
people were affected across 
Mozambique.

Cholera is also spread-
ing in Mozambique. But, 
there are not enough 
water disinfection sup-
plies to support contain-
ment activities to control 
the outbreak, OCHA said.

The UN team has a 
presence in each of  the 
cyclone-affected provinces 
in Mozambique, the office 
said. "We are working 
closely with the authori-
ties to provide aid to over 

49,000 people displaced and 
to access areas isolated by 
floods."

The office said that 
humanitarian partners are 
finalizing a flash appeal -- 
as an addition to this year's 
overall appeal -- to address 
the most urgent humani-
tarian needs resulting from 
the convergence of  Freddy, 
floods and cholera.

On Thursday, the 
UN Central Emergency 
Response Fund released 
10-million U.S. dollars to 
help address some relief  
gaps. Still, OCHA said 
more funds are urgently 
needed.Mortar mine blast kills 2 

children in Afghanistan
Biden welcomes ICC's war 
crimes charges against Putin

US House Foreign Affairs Committee 
members to visit Seoul: Sources

Turkey estimates 
earthquakes loss over $105 bn

WASHINGTON: U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden has wel-
comed the International 
Criminal Court's issuing of  
an arrest warrant against 
his Russian counterpart, 
Vladimir Putin.

The ICC accused Presi-
dent Putin of  committing 
war crimes in Ukraine - 
something President Biden 
said the Russian leader 
had "clearly" done, BBC 
reported.

The claims focus on 
the unlawful deportation 
of  children from Ukraine 
to Russia since Moscow's 
invasion in 2022. Moscow 
has denied the allegations 
and denounced the war-
rants as "outrageous".

It is highly unlikely 
that much will come of  
the move, as the ICC has no 
powers to arrest suspects 
without the co-operation 
of  a country's government, 
BBC reported.

Russia is not an ICC 
member country, meaning 
the court has no authority 
there.

However, it could affect 
Putin in other ways, such 
as being unable to travel 
internationally. He could 
now be arrested if  he sets 
foot in any of  the court's 
123 member states.

Putin is the third presi-
dent to be issued with an 
ICC arrest warrant.

President Biden said that 
while the court also held no 
sway in the U.S., the issu-
ing of  the warrant "makes 
a very strong point."

His administration had 
already "formally deter-
mined" that Russia had 
committed war crimes 
during the ongoing conflict 
in Ukraine, with Vice-Pres-
ident Kamala Harris saying 
in February that those 
involved would "be held to 
account."(AGENCIES)

ANKARA: An official 
report has estimated that 
the twin earthquakes that 
hit southern Turkey on 
February 6 cost approxi-
mately 2 trillion Turkish 
liras (about $105.2 billion) 
for the country.

The report, announced 
by Turkey's Treasury and 
Finance Ministry and pre-
pared by the presidency's 
department of  strategy 
and budget, predicted 
that the financial burden 
caused by the tragic trem-
ors could reach approxi-
mately 9 percent of  the 
national income in 2023, 
Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The study noted that 
the support expenditures 
made to the earthquake 
area cost a total of  351 bil-
lion liras (about $18.5 bil-
lion) in national income.

Housing damage took 
the lion's share in the 
earthquake's total burden 
on the Turkish economy 
with 54.9 percent, and the 
monetary value was calcu-

lated as 1.07 trillion liras 
(about $56.4 billion).

The second largest 
cause of  damage loss was 
the destruction of  public 
infrastructure and service 
buildings, with estimated 
242.5 billion liras (about 
$12.7 billion).

Private sector damage, 
excluding housing, was cal-
culated as 222.4 billion liras 
(about $11.7 billion). This 
item included damage to 
manufacturing, energy, com-
munication, tourism, health 
and education sectors.

A magnitude 7.7 earth-
quake struck Turkey's 
southern province of  Kah-
ramanmaras at 4:17 a.m. 
local time (0117 GMT) on 
February 6, followed by a 
magnitude 7.6 earthquake 
at 1:24 p.m. local time (1024 
GMT) in the Kahramanma-
ras Province.

The death toll of  the 
quakes which affected 11 
provinces of Turkey exceed-
ed 48,000 while leaving tens 
of  thousands of  people 
homeless.(AGENCIES)

AGENCIES

AFGHANISTAN: Two 
children were killed and 
two others injured as a 
mortar mine left over 
from past wars went off  
in Afghanistan's eastern 
Logar province, the state-
run Bakhtar news agency 
reported on Saturday.

A group of  children 
found a toy-like device 
in the Altamor area of  
Pul-i-Alam city, the capi-
tal of  Logar province, on 
Friday evening and began 
playing with it when the 
device suddenly exploded, 

killing the two children on 
the spot and injuring two 
more, the news agency 
reported.

A similar blast injured 
four children in Afghani-
stan's southern Kandahar 
province last week.

Afghanistan is report-
edly one of  the most mine-
contaminated countries 
in the world as dozens of  
people mostly children 
are killed and maimed 
annually in blasts of  
unexploded devices left 
over from the past four 
decades of  wars and civil 
conflicts.

AGENCIES

WASHINGTON:  A dele-
gation from the US House 
Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, led by Chairman 
Michael McCaul, is set to 
visit South Korea early 
next month, diplomatic 
sources said Saturday.

During their visit sched-
uled for April 5-6, the nine 
lawmakers plan to meet 
with President Yoon Suk 
Yeol, National Assembly 
Speaker Kim Jin-pyo and 
Foreign Minister Park Jin 
to discuss ways to develop 
the South Korea - US alli-
ance and strengthen the 
joint response to North 
Korea's escalating threats, 
according to the sources.

The visit comes ahead 

of  Yoon's state visit to 
Washington for talks with 
US President Joe Biden, 
slated for later that month, 
reports Yonhap News 
Agency.

The Seoul government 
is trying to arrange Yoon's 
address to a joint session 
of  the US Congress during 
the trip, marking the 70th 
anniversary of  the mili-
tary alliance between the 
two countries.

The bipartisan del-
egation, including Reps. 
French Hill, Young Kim 
and Ami Bera, is also 
likely to travel to Taiwan 
and Japan, amid mounting 
tensions between Washing-
ton and Beijing over trade, 
Taiwan and other issues, 
the sources said.

Millions of dead fish wash 
up near Australian town
SYDNEY: Residents in a 
regional Australian town 
have woken to find mil-
lions of  dead fish in their 
river.

The large-scale fish 
deaths were first reported 
on Friday morning in the 
New South Wales' (NSW) 
town of  Menindee, as per 
a BBC rport.

The state's river author-
ity said it was a result of  an 
ongoing heatwave affecting 
the Darling-Baaka river.

Locals say it is the larg-
est fish death event to 
hit the town, that experi-
enced another significant 
mass death of  fish just 
three years ago, the BBC 
reported.

In a Facebook post, the 
NSW Department of  Pri-
mary Industries (DPI) said 
the heatwave put "further 
stress on a system that 
has experienced extreme 
conditions from wide-scale 
flooding."

Heatwaves have become 
more frequent, more 
intense, and last longer 

because of  human-induced 
climate change. The world 
has already warmed 
by about 1.1C since the 
industrial era began and 
temperatures will keep 
rising unless governments 
around the world make 
steep cuts to emissions.

Speaking to the BBC, 
Menindee resident Graeme 
McCrabb described the 
deaths as "surreal".

"It'll probably be a bit 
more confronting today," 
he said, as he warned that 
locals were anticipating 
that even more fish would 
die as the already decom-
posing fish sucked more 
oxygen from the water.

Around 500 people live 
in the town in far-west New 
South Wales. The Darling-
Baaka river is a part of  
the Murray Darling Basin, 
Australia's largest river 
system.

The NSW DPI also said 
that the fish deaths were 
"distressing to the local 
community," a sentiment 
echoed by McCrabb.
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Modi, Bangladesh's Hasina launch first 
cross-border energy pipeline

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his Ban-
gladesh counterpart Sheikh 
Hasina on Saturday evening 
jointly inaugurated the cross-
border Friendship Pipeline as 
part of  bilateral energy coop-
eration that will enable Ban-
gladesh to import diesel from 
India.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said the India-Bangla-
desh Friendship Pipeline will 
enhance cooperation in energy 
security between their two 
countries.

Addressing the event via 
video conference, PM Modi 
said the inauguration of  the 
pipeline marks a “new chap-
ter in India-Bangladesh rela-
tions”.

He said the two leaders had 
laid the foundation of  the proj-
ect in September 2018. “I am 
happy that along with Bangla-
desh PM Sheikh Hasina we are 
inaugurating it,” he said.

“I am sure this pipeline will 

add pace to the development 
of  Bangladesh, and it is also a 
prime example of  the increas-
ing connectivity between our 
two nations,” PM Modi added.

Referring to the increased 
rail connectivity, he said: “I 
remember that a few years 
back PM Sheikh Hasina had 
expressed her vision to resume 
the rail connectivity that exist-
ed prior to 1965. And from then 
both nations have done a lot of  
progress on this front.”

He said the rail connectivity 
had proved useful, as during 
the Covid times India was able 
to supply oxygen and other 
essentials via the railway net-
work.

“I congratulate PM Hasina 
on her farsightedness,” he 
said.

PM Modi said that it is “a 
happy coincidence that this 
inauguration is taking place 
a day after the birth anniver-
sary Jayanti celebrations of  
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman”. Bangladesh cel-
ebrated the 103rd birth anni-

versary of  its founding father, 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

“Bangabandhu’s Shonar 

Bangla vision encompassed 
the friendly development and 
progress of  the entire region, 

and this joint project is a prime 
example of  that,” he added.

He said that work on the 

131.57 km pipeline continued 
even during the Covid times, 
and added that it will help pro-
vide 1 Million Metric Ton Per 
Annum High Speed Diesel to 
northern Bangladesh.

PM Modi said the pipeline 
will not only help reduce costs 
of  the petroleum but also 
reduce carbon footprint, and 
would be very beneficial for 
agriculture and businesses.

He added that the inau-
guration comes at a time 
when across the world 
many countries are strug-
gling to maintain their 
energy and food supplies. 
“That’s why it is very sig-
nificant,” he added.

PM Modi said that under 
the leadership of  PM Sheikh 
Hasina, Bangladesh has wit-
nessed a lot of  development, 
and all Indians are proud of  it, 
and happy to have participated 
in its progress story.

This is the first cross border 
energy pipeline between India 
and Bangladesh, built at an 
estimated cost of  INR 377 

crore, of  which the Bangladesh 
portion of  the pipeline built 
at a cost of  approx. INR 285 
crore, has been borne by the 
Government of  India under 
grant assistance, an official 
statement said.

The Pipeline has a capacity 
to transport 1 Million Metric 
Ton Per Annum (MMTPA) of  
High-Speed Diesel (HSD). It 
will supply High Speed Diesel 
initially to seven districts in 
northern Bangladesh.

The operation of  India- Ban-
gladesh Friendship Pipeline 
will put in place a sustainable, 
reliable, cost-effective and 
environment friendly mode of  
transporting HSD from India 
to Bangladesh and will further 
enhance cooperation in energy 
security between the two coun-
tries, it added.

The pipeline will run from 
the Siliguri-based marketing 
terminal of  the Numaligarh 
Refinery Limited (NRL) to the 
Parbatipur depot of  Bangla-
desh Petroleum Corporation 
(BPC).

CBI arrests one in online child 

sexual abuse case

Delhi court directs police to register FIR against Supertech

NEW DELHI: The Central 
Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI) on Saturday said 
that they have arrested 
a resident of  Thanjavur 
district (Tamil Nadu) in 
connection with a case 
pertaining to creating, col-
lecting, seeking, browsing, 
downloading, exchanging, 
distributing materials 
depicting children in sexu-
ally explicit act.

The accused is said to be 
pursuing Ph.D.

The CBI found Child 
Sexual Abuse Material 
(CSAM) images and videos 
from the INTERPOL's 
Child Sexual Exploitation 
(ICSE) database.

Through the analysis 
of  the images using cyber 
forensic tools, location 
of  incident was traced to 
Thanjavur district in Tamil 
Nadu. Analysis of  videos 
revealed that a few vic-
tims were allegedly being 
sexually abused by male 
persons.

Searches were con-
ducted at the premises of  
accused which led to recov-
ery of  incriminating elec-
tronic gadgets.

"The accused has been 
sexually abusing a child 
for last four years. It was 

further alleged that the 
accused forced victims to 
perform penetrative sexual 
acts on them as well on 
other minor children, 
including a minor victim 
girl; clicked photographs 
and recorded video; forced 
them to watch sexual acts 
with other adult person; 
threatened them with pub-
lishing the pictures/video 
on social media and for 
bringing more minor girls," 
an official said.

It may be recalled 
that considering serious 
nature of  this menace, CBI 
set up a specialised unit 
in 2020 to handle cases 
of  online child sexual 
abuse material and joined 
INTERPOL's Internation-

al Child Sexual Abuse 
Database (ICSE) in 2022. 
Further, 90th INTERPOL 
General Assembly hosted 
by India in New Delhi in 
2022 passed an important 
resolution for supporting 
countries in their efforts 
to identify and investigate 
online child sexual exploi-
tation.

The resolution recog-
nised that the protection 
of  children is a priority 
for all INTERPOL member 
countries. INTERPOL's 
Inter national  Child 
Sexual  Exploitation 
database (ICSE) is a key 
instrument in this inter-
national effort, enabling 
the collection & analysis 
of  abuse material, and 

collaboration among spe-
cialised units towards the 
apprehension of  offenders 
& identification of  child 
victims.

It was agreed to 
strengthen cooperation 
regarding investigation of  
online child sexual exploi-
tation and abuse offences. 
It is critical to have effec-
tive coordinated inter-
national response to this 
criminal activity, and to 
ensure the protection of  
children globally.

Delegation from India 
made an intervention while 
endorsing this resolution 
during the 90th INTERPOL 
General Assembly and 
detailed the importance 
of  real-time information 
sharing and coordinated 
global action to combat 
the menace of  online child 
sexual exploitation.

The important contribu-
tions being made by India 
towards ICSE database of  
INTERPOL in this regard 
were highlighted. Also 
operational outcomes of  
Operation CARBON and 
Operation MEGHCHAKRA 
launched by CBI for coor-
dinated action on online 
child sexual exploitation 
were detailed.(AGENCIES)

NEW DELHI: The Saket 
Court has directed Delhi 
Police to lodge an FIR 
against the real-estate 
major Supertech while 
hearing a complaint of  a 
man whose possession of  
the flat at the company's 
project 'The Romano' in 
Noida sector-118 was due 
in 2017 which has not been 
allotted till date.

Metropolitan Magistrate 
Gaurav Dahiya directed the 
police to file a status report 
about the progress of  the 
investigation on March 21.

According to the com-
plaint submitted in the 
court through lawyers 
Roshan Santhalia and 
Rudra Vikram Singh, the 
complainant booked an 
apartment in a project of  
the Supertech on October 
13, 2015, wherein he paid 
Rs 8,95,541 at the time of  
booking.

It was further alleged 
that on the inducement 
of  the representatives and 
Directors of  the Supertech, 
he took a loan from IHFL 
for funding the project on 
the assurance that they 
would pay an interest on 
the loan amount till the 
actual possession was 
given.

The complaint also 
alleged that the possession 
of  the flat was due in 2017 
however, till date neither 

any flat has been allotted 
nor the interest is being 
paid by the alleged com-
pany as assured by them 
at the time of  signing of  
financing agreement.

The complainant's 
lawyer Singh has argued 
that the flat was booked 
on the assumption that 
the alleged company was 
having a sanctioned build-
ing plan, however, lately 
it has come to the notice 
of  the victim that certain 
material facts were con-
cealed as the RERA reg-
istration for the project is 
in the name of  some other 
company.

"Moreover, despite 
making whole payment 
in 2015 no work had been 
started till 2016 and no 
communication was ever 
received from their side. 

Even the interest to the 
finance company is being 
paid by the complainant 
himself," the court noted.

The court said that the 
perusal of  the case file 
shows that time and again 
ATRs were filed by the 
enquiry officer stating that 
the reply to the notice is not 
being given by the director 
of  the alleged company.

"Moreover, when in 
the final ATR, reply was 
filed, the alleged company 
has taken the plea that 
the construction work 
could not commence due 
to CIRP proceedings initi-
ated against the company 
by NCLT, however, the said 
order was passed in 2021 
but the alleged company 
was supposed to hand over 
the possession way back 
in 2017 and the reason for 

delay seems to be unsatis-
factory," the court said.

"Perusal of  the case 
records and averments 
made by the complain-
ant prima facie shows the 
commission of  a cogni-
zable offence which needs 
investigation by the police. 
It should be noted that 
the accused persons are 
in a position of  influence 
and seem to have cheated 
an innocent buyer who 
may have invested all of  
his savings and earnings 
in the said property," the 
court noted.

The court further stated 
that the identity of  the 
accused persons are known 
to the complainant, howev-
er, he does not have means 
to gather or collect evidenc-
es against them to prove his 
claim. (AGENCIES)

DDMA discusses preparedness 

for earthquake, prevailing 

H3N2 Flu situation

NIA takes custody of 4 PFI 

members from Hyderabad jail

WB teachers' scam: ED raids 
two properties of expelled 
Trinamool leader

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The 38th 
meeting of  the Delhi Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(DDMA) held on Saturday 
discussed the prepared-
ness for any earthquake 
in the city and the ongoing 
H3N2 Flu situation.

The meeting was held 
under the Chairmanship of  
Lt. Governor V.K. Saxena.

Vice Chairman of  
DDMA, Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal and Rev-
enue Minister Kailash 
Gehlot apart from the 
Chief  Secretary, Special 
Commissioner (Police), 
Divisional Commissioner, 
Secretary (Health), VC, 
DDA, Commissioner MCD 
and top representatives 
of  Army, NDMA, NIDM, 
National Institute of  Seis-
mology and all District 
Magistrates were present 
in the meeting.

Held in the wake of  the 
disastrous earthquakes 
in Turkey and Syria, the 
meeting took stock of  the 
preparedness and deliber-
ated upon charting and 
augmenting the way for-
ward, in case of  an earth-
quake in the city which fell 
in the 'High Damage Risk 
Zone IV' on the seismic 
map of  India. The preva-

lent situation of  H3N2 Flu, 
H1N1 Flu and Covid-19 
were also discussed in the 
meeting.

Stressing that disasters 
did not give prior informa-
tion before manifesting 
themselves, the Lt. Gover-
nor emphasised upon the 
need to be completely pre-
pared to face eventuality, 
even if  it entailed erring 
on the side of  caution. 
Recounting his experience 
of  the Gujarat earthquake 
that had caused wide-
spread destruction, Saxena 
said that Delhi needed to 
be fully prepared to handle 
any disaster and prepara-
tions to this effect should 
be put in place from today 
(Saturday) itself.

The Lt. Governor asked 
for retrofitting of  all 
schools, hospitals, police 
stations, other critical gov-
ernment offices and vulner-
able buildings especially in 
the 'Special Area' and old 
Delhi localities, according 
to the Earthquake Resil-

ient Building Code. He 
also asked to identify open 
spaces across the Capital 
for rescue operations in 
the event of  an earthquake 
and also the hospital at the 
level of  every District and 
Sub Division for emergency 
response. Saxena said that 
works should be started on 
the same in a time-bound 
manner.

The Chief  Minister 
stressed upon the need to 
compile and tabulate all 
reports of  different com-
mittees constituted from 
time to time with regards 
to mitigation of  disasters 
and thereafter effects and 
also underlined the need to 
make government offices 
like the Delhi Secretariat 
and Police Headquarters, 
ear thquake-resistant 
through retrofitting.

Kejriwal underlined that 
once all reports were collat-
ed and compiled along with 
the actions taken on them 
so far, the future course of  
action may be decided.

It was agreed that the 
Divisional Commission-
er, who is also the Nodal 
Officer and Convenor of  
DDMA, will undertake this 
exercise and put it up for 
consideration and further 
directions of  the DDMA in 
its next meeting.

KOLKATA: Two teams of  
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) probing the multi- 
crore teachers' recruit-
ment scam in West Bengal 
are conducting raids and 
search operations at two 
properties owned by the 
expelled Trinamool Con-
gress leader, Santanu Ban-
dopadhyay since Saturday 
morning.

The first ED team 
reached a residence owned 
by Bandopadhyay's wife 
Priyanka Bandopadhyay 
at Nivedita Park area in 
Bandel of  Hooghly dis-
trict. Since the house was 
locked from outside, the 
central agency sleuths had 
to break open the lock to 
enter the residence.

The second ED team 
reached a guest house 
owned by Bandopadhyay 
at Balagarh in Hooghly 
district. This guest house 
too was locked from out-
side; the central agency's 
sleuths had to break open 
the lock also to enter.

Both the ED teams 
were escorted by central 
armed forces personnel. 
Bandopadhyay, a youth 
leader of  Trinamool Con-
gress from Hooghly dis-
trict, was arrested by the 
ED on March 11 and a few 
days after that his expul-
sion was announced by 
the party leadership. Ban-
dopadhyay is currently in 

ED custody.
Bandopadhyay, who 

started his career as a 
senior technical support 
staff  in the West Bengal 
State Electricity Distri-
bution Company Limited 
(WBSEDCL) and drawing 
a monthly salary roughly 
around Rs 35,000, has been 
identified by the ED as 
owning assets and prop-
erty worth several crores 
of  rupees.

He is also the principal 
nodal officer of  Trinamool-
controlled Hooghly dis-
trict Zilla Parishad. After 
his arrest, the WBSEDCL 
put him under suspen-
sion as per provisions of  
the power utility's service 
rules which states that if  
an employee is in custody 
(police or judicial) for 48 
hours or more he will be 
placed under suspension 
from the time he is taken 
in custody. ED has already 
freezed 10 accounts of  Ban-
dyopadhyay.

AGENCIES

HYDERABAD: The 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Satur-
day took custody of  four 
accused currently lodged 
in a jail here in the Popular 
Front of  India (PFI) case.

The NIA officials took 
custody of  Zahid, Sami-
uddin, Maaz Hussain and 
Kaleem from Chanchalguda 
Central Prison.

The accused were taken 
to the NIA office at Madha-
pur for questioning in the 
case registered against them 
along with others last year.

More than 20 PFI mem-
bers were arrested from 
various parts of  Telangana 
last year on allegations of  
radicalizing Muslim youth 

and imparting them training.
A charge sheet against 

11 of  the accused was filed 
in December last year. The 
NIA filed a supplementary 
charge sheet against five 
accused on March 16.

The five PFI members 
have been charged with 
provoking and radicalis-
ing impressionable Muslim 
youths, recruiting them and 
imparting weapons training 
in specifically organised 
training camps.

The agency invoked 
criminal conspiracy, pro-
moting enmity between dif-
ferent groups on grounds 
of  religion and provisions 
of  the stringent Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
against Shaik Raheem, 
Shaik Vahaid Ali, Jafrulla 

Khan Pathan, Shaik Riyaz 
Ahmed and Abdul Waris.

It was in August last year 
that the NIA had taken over 
from the Telangana Police 
investigation into the case 
of  alleged criminal con-
spiracy hatched by the PFI 
leaders and cadre to recruit 
and radicalise youth and 
organise training camps 
to put them through arms 
training for carrying acts of  
terror and violence.

The PFI and its many 
affiliates were declared an 
'unlawful association' by 
the Union Home Ministry 
in September 2022 after its 
involvement in violent activ-
ities came to light during 
investigations carried out 
by various state police and 
national agencies. 

PM to lay foundation stone for country's 1st 
public transport ropeway in Banaras on March 24
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will lay the 
foundation stone for the 
country's first public transport 
ropeway in his parliamentary 
constituency of Banaras on 
March 24.

The PM will lay its founda-
tion stone at the Cantt railway 
station of Varanasi, prepara-
tions for which are underway 
on a war-footing. After the 
construction of the ropeway, 
the path of devotees going to 

Kashi Vishwanath would be 
easier. Upon arriving at the 
railway station, tourists will 
reach Godaulia in just a few 
minutes and then proceed to 
Baba Vishwanath.

In the first phase, the 
ropeway will start from Cantt 
Railway Station and connect 
Godaulia intersection. During 
this, the ropeway will pass 
through a total of five sta-
tions Cantt Railway station, 
Vidyapeeth station, Rath Yatra, 

Girghar and Godaulia Station 
covering a distance of 4.5 km.

Once the ropeway is 
operational, the time of one to 
one-and-a-half hours will be 
reduced to 16 minutes.

Along with this, there will be 
a seating facility for 11 people 
in the ropeway car. The admin-
istration has stepped up the 
preparations regarding the Rs 
555 crore project. A sum of Rs 
31 crore has been released for 
the first phase.(AGENCIES)
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B) 
PROJECT CIRCLE DIVISION 1ST, SRINAGAR

Opposite Masjid Ibrahim, Hyderpora Srinagar PIN No.190014 E-mail:- pcd.bypass@gmail.com, pcd.bypass@jk.gov.in Phone-FAX:-0194-2435218

JOB NO. NH-44-J&K-2022-23-114 ) DATED 21-02-2023 
FRESH TENDER NOTICE 

E-NIT No PCD-RnB-149 of 2022-23 Dated: - 13/03/2023.
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor Union Territory of J&K, the Executive Engineer R&B Project Circle Division 1st Srinagar. 
Invites e-tenders from Registered Companies for conducting Test and Formulation of DPR under the jurisdiction of R&B Project Circle 
Division Ist Srinagar.

S.No Name of Work Adv. Cost 
(Rs. In lacs)

Cost of T/ 
Doc. (Rs.)

Earnest 
Money

Time of 
completion

Class of 
Contractor

Major Head 
Of Accounts

1

Testing for Rehabilitation of 4-span (129m) 
Old-Chanapora Bridge at (km. 6.850) and 
8-span, (290.6m) Old-Tengpora Bridge at 
(km.11.250) on (NH-44)  (Testing includes cost 
of formulation of DPR for rehabilitation of the 
bridges).

Rs.33.67 
lacs  

Including  
GST

Rs.1100/- Rs.67340/ 20 days Registered 
Agency

MoRT&H 
5054 Capital 

Outlay

1.	 The	bidding	documents	consisting	of	qualifying	information,	eligibility	criteria,	specifications,	bill	of	quantities,	set	of	terms	
and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the Department website www.jktenders.gov.in.
2.	 The	Technical	bids	uploaded	on	the	website	shall	be	opened	on	the	due	date.	In	case	of	holiday	or	office	happens	to	be	closed	
on the date of opening of the bids, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.
3. Critical dates:-
1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 13/03/2023
2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From 13/03/2023 06:00 P.M.
3. Bid submission Start Date 13/03/2023 from 06:00 P.M
4. Bid Submission End Date 20/03/2023 up to 1.00 P.M

5. Date & time of opening of Bids 20/03/2023	at	2.00	P.M	in	the	Office	of	the	Executive	Engineer	R&B	Project	Circle	
Division 1st

All	bidders	shall	upload	the	following	information	and	documents	along	with	qualification	criteria	/qualification	information	with	their	
bids:-(Photostat/Original should be clearly seen in all respect with Ink Signed and Seal):-
►	 Valid	original	Treasury	Challan/Receipt	(MH.0059).
►	 Earnest	Money	in	the	shape	of	CDR/FDR	in	favour	of	Executive	Engineer	Project	Circle	Division	Ist	Srinagar	and	the	earnest	

money of the successful bidder will be retained and shall be released after the contract for the job completed successfully with 
satisfactory report from the concern AEE.

►		 Valid	Registration	Card	with	Verification	Certificate	and	Valid	GSTIN/	PAN	Card	No,
►		 "The	Latest	Self	Attested	return	GST-3/GSTR-3B	and	Certificate	by	the	bidder	to	the	effect	that	he	has	no	sales	tax	liability/

arrears".
►		 Completion	certificate	of	similar	nature	of	work	issued	by	not	less	than	the	rank	of	Ex.	Engineer
►	 Bidder	shall	furnish	proof	of	latest	returns	in	GST-3/GSTR-3B.	i.e.	latest	clearance	certificate	FORM	GST	-	3B	of	the	preceding	

Month/Quarter to the issue of NIT. Illustration: - For the NIT issued current quarter , the bidder has to upload the latest clearance 
certificate	FORM	GST	-	3B	of	the	preceding	month	i.e.	of	January-2023/Preceding	Quarter	(Oct-Dec	-2022-2023).

No: PCD-1st/NIT/12094-12102.  sd/-
Dtd:- 13-03-2023. Executive Engineer 
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IND vs AUS: Plan was simple 
to bowl in good areas on the 
pitch, says Shami

AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Wankhede Sta-
dium in Mumbai is usually 
known to produce run-
fests in white-ball cricket 
matches through its true 
bounce and short boundar-
ies. But on Friday, during 
India-Australia first ODI, 
fast bowlers ruled, with 
Mohammed Shami leaving 
a big impact in getting the 
visitors' out for a low total.

After being wicket-less in 
his first spell, Shami in his 
second spell picked three 
wickets in three overs while 
giving away only eight runs 
and it was a classy display 
of  seam bowling in helpful 
conditions.

The pacer castled Josh 
Inglis and Cameron Green 
while forcing Marcus Stoi-
nis to edge to slips in a spell 
which had the precision of  
bulls eye in archery.

"We had a simple plan. 
Like, we talk in team meet-
ings about bowling in good 
areas and focusing on a 
good line and length. When 
we bowled our first spell, 
it was decently hot. After 
that, it got a little easy for 
us as the wind started to 
blow. The plan was simple 
to bowl in good areas on the 

pitch upfront," said Shami 
to Mohammed Siraj, who 
also took a three-fer, in a 
video posted on bcci.tv.

Shami was quick to high-
light how important recov-
ery has become in putting 
out great performances like 
he did in Mumbai.

"After bowling close to 
40 overs in the Ahmedabad 
Test, I needed one-two days 
of  recovery. After I com-
pleted the full recovery, 
then I came in to play the 
match," he said.

"Team management also 
accepted that full recovery 

was needed. We have played 
so many matches over the 
years that we are hugely 
confident in skills and abili-
ties. But if  we are able to 
recover properly, then we 
can put out great perfor-
mances," he added.

Shami further asked Siraj 
about his wicket-taking cel-
ebration, which is derived 
from Cristiano Ronaldo's 
Siuuuu celebration.

"My celebration is 
simple. I'm a fan of  Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, so I try to 
follow him. When a batter 
is bowled I celebrate the 

wicket in that fashion, but 
if  he is caught at fine leg or 
similar fielding position I 
don't do it," replied Siraj.

Veteran Shami then 
shared important advice 
to Siraj. "I want to give you 
some advice. It's good that 
you are someone's fan. But 
as a fast bowler you need 
to keep yourself  away from 
such jumps."

The second ODI between 
India and Australia will 
be played at the Dr. Y.S. 
Rajasekhara Reddy ACA-
VDCA Cricket Stadium in 
Visakhapatnam on Sunday.

National Chess C'ship for visually 

challenged: Kishan Gangolli 

regains the coveted title
AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Former cham-
pion Kishan Gangolli 
emerged as champion of  
the 16th AICFB National 
Chess Championship for 
the Visually Challenged 
here on Saturday, bagging 
the title for the 7th time in 
his career.

On the final day of  the 
competition, Kishan Gan-
golli of  Karnataka fin-
ished with 7.5 points from 
nine rounds, finishing 
half-point ahead of  Aryan 
Joshi of  Maharashtra and 
Soundarya Kumar Pradhan 
of  Odisha. Ashvin Makwa-
na (Gujarat) and Darpan 
Inani (Gujarat) were joint-
fourth with 6.5 points while 
Somender BL (Delhi) ended 
with 6 points.

The winners were 
awarded a total of  Rs 1 lakh 
cash prizes and trophies by 
the All India Chess Federa-
tion for the Blind (AICFB).

The top four players  
Kishan Gangolli, Aryan 
Joshi, Soundarya Kumar 
Pradhan and Ashvin 
Makwana -- will form an 
Indian team for the forth-
coming World Individual 
Chess Championship to be 
held in Greece in October.

Twelve other players in 
the categories of  totally 

blind (B1) and partially 
blind (B2 & B3) will be 
selected for the upcoming 
Asian Para Games that will 
be held in October in Hang-
zhou, China.

A total of  56 players 
(all visually challenged) 
were selected to partici-
pate in this prestigious 
tournament based on 
their performance at the 
state and zonal chess 
tournaments conducted 
all over India.

Speaking during the 
prize distribution ceremo-
ny, Dr Charudatta Jhadhav, 
President of  the All India 
Chess Federation of  the 
Blind (AICFB) and Interna-
tional Braille Chess Asso-

ciation (IBCA), expressed 
gratitude to all those that 
played a role in the success-
ful conduct of  the event.

"We are very proud of  
all the players who have 
strived hard and reached 
here to achieve recogni-
tion on a national level. 
After this, our next steps 
will include preparing 
the national winners for 
the World Championship 
and Asian Para Games of  
2023.

Along with this, we 
will also move forward to 
achieve our vision of  pro-
viding technology-based 
infrastructure to empower 
the visually challenged to 
pursue chess and prepare 

themselves for all the vari-
ous tournaments in the 
coming future. Besides 
this, we also wish to come 
up with a standard matu-
rity model to track the per-
formance of  players and 
highlight improvisations," 
Dr Jhadhav said.

He said the AICFB is 
taking all steps to promote 
chess in schools.

"We are taking every 
possible initiative to pro-
mote chess in schools for 
the visually impaired and 
start chess academies 
in every state under the 
Program Uddan. Our tar-
gets can be achieved with 
humble support from 
stakeholders and govern-
ment organizations," the 
AICFB president said.

"The AICFB is coming 
up with various initiatives, 
including mobile software 
for the visually challenged 
to learn, play, and analyze 
chess independently; an 
online training portal with 
pre-recorded lectures; and 
an online library with 
audiobooks. Additionally, 
AICFB is coming up with 
an online tournament plat-
form to make it feasible for 
the visually challenged to 
compete from their homes 
for the experience," he 
added.

Women's World Boxing C'ship

Nitu, Preeti, and Manju win to 
reach pre-quarters

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Three 
Indian boxers have made 
it to the pre-quarterfinals 
of  their respective weight 
categories on Saturday, 
maintaining the host's 
hopes of  a rich medal haul 
from the Mahindra IBA 
Women's World Boxing 
Championships being held 
at the Indira Gandhi Sports 
Complex here.

In the 48kg weight 
category, Nitu Ganghas 
defeated Doyeon Kang of  
Korea by RSC in a Round 
of  32 bout. In comparison, 
in the 54 kg, Preeti emerged 
victorious by a narrow 4-3 

margin against Lacramio-
ara Perijoc of  Romania in 
another Round of  32 bout 

on Saturday.
Manju Bamboriya 

joined her two compatri-

ots in the pre-quarterfinal 
round in the 66kg with a 
unanimous 5-0 verdict 
against Cara Wharerau 
of  New Zealand.

Preeti had started her 
campaign in this event with 
an RSC win over Hungary's 
Hanna Lakotar in the open-
ing round of  the 54kg on 
Thursday.

Top Indian women 
boxers Nikhat Zareen, 
Jaismine Lamboria, Sakshi 
Chaudhary, Nupur Sheo-
ran and Shashi Chopra 
have all advanced to the 
next rounds in their respec-
tive weight categories in 
the event being held in 
India for the third time.

IPL 2023: Delhi Capitals' Ishant 
Sharma picks Aman Khan as 
good prospect for future

APRC Asia Rally: Gaurav 
Gill takes lead; Karna 
Kadur in third after Day 2

NEW DELHI:  Ahead 
of  the 16th season of  the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL), seasoned India 
pacer and Delhi Capitals 
spearhead Ishant Sharma 
has picked his young team-
mate Aman Khan as a good 
prospect for the future 
while also highlighting 
the impact of  head coach 
Ricky Ponting and Director 
of  Cricket Sourav Ganguly 
on the squad.

Ishant also backed 
David Warner's appoint-
ment as captain in place of  
the injured Rishabh Pant 
and said the Australian is 
an experienced player.

With less than two weeks 
to go for the IPL 2023, a few 
of  the Delhi Capitals play-
ers got together for a pre-
season camp in New Delhi 
on Friday.

Speaking ahead of  the 
16th season of  IPL, speed-
ster Ishant Sharma said, 
"We have a lot of  young 
talent in our squad. Chetan 
Sakariya, Kamlesh Nagar-
koti, and Khaleel Ahmed 
are really good players. We 
have Aman Khan as well, 
who is a very good prospect 
for the future."

Delhi Capitals have 
traded the experienced 
Shardul Thakur with Kol-
kata Knight Riders for the 

uncapped Mumbai all-
rounder. Delhi Capitals 
had bought Thakur for 
10.75 crore in the last auc-
tion and the Mumbai pacer 
had taken 15 wickets in 14 
games with a career-best 
figures of  4/36 in the 2022 
season.

Delhi Capitals have 
announced David Warner 
as captain in the absence 
of  Rishabh Pant for this 
year's IPL. When asked 
about Warner's appoint-
ment, Ishant said, "David 
Warner is a very experi-
enced player and he has 
captained in IPL before. 
Each of  us will look to 
carry out our roles and 
also back our Captain."

The fast bowler also spoke 
about head coach Ricky 
Ponting and DC Director of  
Cricket Sourav Ganguly's 
impact on the squad,

"Ricky Ponting has been 
very good for the side. He 
helps us with every aspect 
of  our lives. He makes 
everyone feel a part of  
the Delhi Capitals family. 
Sourav Ganguly's experi-
ence as a cricketer will also 
help us a lot."

The Delhi Capitals 
will take on Lucknow 
Super Giants in their first 
game of  IPL 2023 on April 
1.(AGENCIES) 

Chennai:  Arjuna 
Awardee and three-time 
Asia Pacific Rally Cham-
pionship (APRC) winner, 
Gaurav Gill and co-driver 
Aniruddha Rangnekar 
piloted the Subaru Impreza 
with admirable control and 
authority after the rain in 
the Avisa stage made the 
dirt track slippery in the 
FIA APRC Asia Rally Cup 
here on Saturday.

Their efforts help them 
garner a comfortable lead 
at the end of  Day 2 at the 
Madras International Cir-
cuit here.

Gill, the rain-master, 
established a handsome 
lead of  1min 18 seconds 
over his main opposition, 
Thailand's Mana Pornsi-
richerd (co-driver Menil 
Thanyaphat) of  the Toyota 
Rally Team, in the penulti-
mate stage of  the day.

Clocking 18min 54.8sec 
in Special Stage 6 (SS6) at 
Avisa due to controlled 
aggression, Gill protected 
his lead in the last stage of  
the day  the 'Track Stage' 
at SS7.

Earlier, he began Sat-
urday cautiously, with the 
Super Special Stage, a mix 
of  tarmac and dirt, and 
the Thailand pair, who are 
making their international 
debut in India, neutralized 

his overnight advantage 
as the final day offers two 
more stages at Avisa and 
the Track at MIC each, 
both in reverse direction 
on Sunday.

"I am overwhelmed to 
see such a great response 
and so many entries for 
this year's APRC India 
Leg. The MMSC has done 
a wonderful job in con-
ducting the round and I 
would like to congratulate 
Gaurav Gill for a wonder-
ful and hope that he goes 
all the way"tomorrow," 
Vamsi Merla, promoter of  
the Indian leg of  APRC said.

Behind the Toyota pair, 
Karna Kadur and his navi-
gator Nikhil Pai, last year's 
winners of  the Asia Rally 
Cup, were in third place, 
followed by Kolkota's 
former ERC winner in his 
class, Amittrajit Ghosh 
(co-driver Ashwin Naik) 
and Bengaluru brothers 
Chetan Shivram (co-driver 
Dilip Sharan).

Provisional Results (Sat-
urday):

APRC: 1. Gaurav Gill/
Aniruddha Rangnekar 
(India) (01:03:04.0); 2. 
Mana Pornsiricherd/
Meenil Thanyaphat (Thai-
land) (01:04:43.4); 3. Karna 
Kadur/Nikhil Pai (India) 
(01:06:56.1).(AGENCIES)

KL Rahul has done really well to keep selectors 

interested ahead of WTC final: Ravi Shastri
AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Former India 
head coach Ravi Shastri 
believes that wicketkeeper-
batter KL Rahul did really 
well in the first ODI against 
Australia to keep the national 
selectors interested ahead of  
the World Test Championship 
(WTC) final against the same 
opposition later in June.

In chasing 189, after bowl-
ing out Australia for 188, India 
were in a precarious situation 
at 83/5 in 19.2 overs. Rahul, 
who had taken an excellent 
diving catch of  Steve Smith 
and did a tidy job with his 
glovework, then stepped up in 

an under-pressure situation 
by slamming an unbeaten 75.

Along with Ravindra Jade-
ja's 45 not out, he was involved 
in an unbroken 108-run stand 
for the sixth wicket to India 
get over the line and take a 1-0 
lead in the three-match series.

This was not the first time 
Rahul engineered a rescue act 
of  this kind for India in ODIs. 
Previously, in the second 
ODI against Sri Lanka at 
Eden Gardens, Kolkata, in 
January 2023, India were in 
a precarious situation at 86/4 
in a chase of  216. Then, Rahul 
stepped up under pressure to 
slam a gutsy unbeaten 64 and 
take India over the line for a 

series victory.
"He has really done well to 

keep the selectors interested 
ahead of  the WTC final. Two 
things, one for the ODI series 
when Rohit Sharma returns 
and the other for the WTC 
final. India can bolster their 
batting if  Rahul can keep 
wickets," Shastri told Star 
Sports after the match.

In the preceding Test series 
between India and Australia, 
Rahul opened the batting in 
matches at Nagpur and New 
Delhi. But low scores meant 
he was out of  the eleven for 
games in Indore and Ahmed-
abad, as well as lost his vice-
captaincy in the format too.

Shastri also claimed 
Rahul can bat in the 
middle-order and be the 
wicketkeeper India needs 
in the WTC final. Against 
Australia, in the absence 
of  Rishabh Pant, KS Bharat 
kept wickets in all four 
matches, but got mixed 
results with bat and gloves.

"Rahul can bat in the 
middle-order No. 5 or No. 
6. In England, you have to 
generally keep wickets from 
far behind. You don't have 
to keep up to the spinners a 
lot. He has 3 more ODIs to go 
before the IPL. He can cement 
his place in that Indian team," 
added Shastri.
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Div Com inspects 
physical work progress 
on Z-Morh tunnel

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The Divi-
sional Commissioner 
(Div Com) Kashmir, Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri Saturday 
took an extensive tour of  
Sonamarg area where he 
inspected the ongoing work 
process on Z-Morh tunnel.

During the visit, the 
Div Com was accompa-
nied by Deputy Commis-
sioner Ganderbal, Shyam-
bir, Tehsildar Gund and 
other concerned.

On the occasion, the Div 
Com was briefed about the 
progress made on various 
works of  Z-Morh tunnel 

including construction 
of  approach roads, lanes, 
protective walls and drains 
besides other affiliated 
works of  the project.

After the physical 
inspection of  East & West 
Portals of  Z-Morh tunnel, 
the Div Com stressed upon 
speeding up the construc-

tion work by engaging 
more men and machinery.

Pertinently, the Z-Morh 
tunnel will facilitate 
locals and tourists to 
access Sonamarg during 
the winter season as well 
which remains cutoff  
during winters due to 
heavy snowfall.

Dr. V.K Saraswat motivates students to go 
further in their research, critical thinking

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: Member 
NITI Aayog, Dr. VK Saras-
wat Saturday visited Atal 
Tinkering Lab at Govt. 
Boys Higher Secondary 
School, Manigam.

He was accompanied 
by Deputy Commissioner, 
Ganderbal Shyambir, ADC 
Ganderbal, SDM Kangan, 
Tehsildar Lar, Chief  Edu-
cation Officer, Ganderbal, 
Principal BHSS Manigam 
and other concerned.

On the occasion, Dr. VK 
Saraswat visited the Atal 
Tinkering Lab (ATL) Lab 
at Govt. Higher Secondary 
School Manigam and after 
that reviewed the projects 
made by the students work-
ing there. He lauded and 
praised the students and 
motivated them to go fur-
ther in their research and 
critical thinking.

The various projects 
that were presented by the 
students included Voice 
controlled Robot project, 
Flood detection and bridge 
closing system, Low cost 
ultrasonic glasses, etc.

He was informed that 
3 mentors are presently 
working in the ATL with 
20 students having differ-
ent projects.

On the occasion, Dr. V.K 
Saraswat was informed 
at length about the edu-
cational scenario of  the 
District Ganderbal. He 
was informed that in Dis-
trict Ganderbal there are 
a total of  5 Atal Tinkering 
Labs (ATLs) among which 
one is here at Boys Higher 
Secondary School Mani-
gam. He was also informed 
about the statistics of  
both government and pri-
vate schools and students 
enrolled in them.

Speaking on the occasion 
Dr. V.K Saraswat said that 
while identifying the vari-
ous institutions for ATLs 
it was felt that Jammu and 
Kashmir should be given 
priority. And, as a result, 
“we have been able to set up 
many ATLs in this state and 
I am happy to learn that this 
school also has one of  the 
ATLs and excellent work has 
been done so far”, he added.

The purpose of  Atal 

Tinkering Lab is that it 
should be able to make our 
young people to think both 
in term of  scientific area, 
social areas, and come out 
with new ideas and prod-
ucts and the mentors who 
are there in these labs will 
be able to support them 
with newer ideas and con-
verting them into business 
entities, he maintained.

He also highlighted the 
outstanding efforts of  lead-
ers, scientist’s technolo-
gists, bureaucrats, who 
have been regularly intro-
ducing new reforms due 
to which the country has 
made tremendous progress 
in the last 75 years.

While highlighting 
the objective of  the new 
education policy, Dr. VK 
Saraswat said that one of  

the objectives of  NEP is to 
increase the Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio to around 50 
percent which is only 25 
percent at present.

He also emphasised on 
the importance of vocational 
education. With vocational 
degrees, students will have 
ample opportunities either 
to start their own business 
or to join some factories. 
This is going to improve our 
employment in a consider-
able manner, he said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  education, Dr. V.K 
Saraswat said our goal is 
that India should become a 
developed nation by 2047 and 
Education is going to play a 
major role as it can bring 
back our traditional cul-
ture, our traditional values, 
which will strengthen the 
complete ecosystem of  our 
country both in terms of  
cultural heritage and value 
system and also in terms of  
our capabilities to do better.

Earlier, various cultural 
programs were presented by 
the school children showing 
the culture and heritage of  
the Kashmiri people.

Farmers demand 
adequate stock of 
fertilizers in Kashmir 
ahead of sowing season

Dir Agri inaugurates distribution of  

vegetable seedlings in Kulgam

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Farmers 
from different areas of  
Kashmir have demanded 
adequate quantities of  
fertilizers especially urea 
should be made available 
in Kashmir.

Farmers and fruit grow-
ers that during spring, 
they need a huge quantity 
of  fertilizers but there is 
shortage of  urea at several 
places in Kashmir.

Urea is used as agricul-
ture fertilizer throughout 
the country because of  
its high nitrogen content, 
which is an essential 
macronutrient for plant 
growth and development, 
they said.

During the spring 
season demand for chemi-
cal fertilizer urea increas-
es significantly because it 
is used in agriculture for 
top dressing of  crops, said 
a grower from Shopian.

At this moment urea is 
also used to fertilize apple 

and almond trees, he said.
Dealers also complained 

that they are 60% deficient 
in urea at this time and the 
government must take cog-
nizance of  the issue.

They said that there is 
some issue between the 
company and transporters 
on fare, due to this stand-
off  fertilizer dumped at 
Udhampur and was not 
getting supplied to Kashmir.

Farmers, growers and 
dealers requested higher 
ups to look into the matter 
at an earliest so that they 
won't suffer anymore.

Director Agriculture 
Mohammad Iqbal Choud-
hary said that that short-
age is because of  transport 
issues in Udhampur as 
movement of  empty trucks 
is restricted.

“We are on it and have 
taken up issue with IGP 
traffic and it is being reg-
ulated as more and more 
fertilizer laden trucks are 
reaching Kashmir,” he 
said—(KNO) 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Direc-
tor Agriculture Kashmir, 
Chowdhury Mohammad 
Iqbal Saturday inaugurated 
distribution of  vegetable/
exotic vegetable seed-
lings raised on scientific 
lines under hi-tech poly 
house conditions at Kilam, 
Kulgam.

Speaking to the farm-
ers, Director Agriculture 
highlighted the importance 
of  vegetable cultivation in 
the overall development of  
the agriculture sector for 
the region. He said that the 
department is vigorously 
pursuing the ambitious 
target of  providing seed-
lings of  different vegetable 
crops to the farmers of  the 
valley and in this direction 
the department has already 
introduced many initiatives.

Chowdhury Iqbal said 
that the department has 
established hi-tech poly 
houses in all the districts 
of  Kashmir division with 
the aim to provide qual-
ity vegetable seedlings to 
the farmers of  concerned 

districts in sufficient quan-
tity. We are endeavoring 
to attract more and more 
educated youth towards 
the vegetable sector so that 
they could become job pro-
viders, not the job seekers, 

he added.
Director Agriculture 

appreciated the efforts of  
the concerned officers/offi-
cials of  hi-tech poly house 
Kilam Kulgam and asked 
them to organize farmers 

awareness cum training 
programmes  with the 
focus on vegetable cultiva-
tion so that more and more 
farmers, Educated youth 
could adopt this on com-
mercial lines.

Chowdhury Iqbal said 
that valley wide seedling 
distribution will continue 
in a phased manner. He 
said demand for vegetable 
seedling is increasing every 
year as backyard farming 
and kitchen garden cultiva-
tion is increasing which is 
an encouraging trend for 
the overall development of  
the agriculture sector.

Later, the Director Agri-
culture visited vegetable 
Mandi Vessu Kulgam and 
took stock of  various agri-
culture activities there.

Deputy Director Agricul-
ture Planning Mohammad 
Younis Chowdhury, Chief  
Agriculture officer Kulgam, 
Sartaj Ahmad Shah, SDAO 
Qaimoh Subash Chandera, 
SMSs, field functionaries of  
Qaimoh Kulgam and other 
senior officers of  the depart-
ment were also present on 
the occasion. 

Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances worth Rs.19 Cr 
destroyed  in SK

GMK NEWS NETWORK

PULWAMA: Continu-
ing the drive to eliminate 
drug menace, Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances worth Rs 19cr 
seized in various FIRs was 
destroyed by the Commit-
tee of  Officers Constituted 
by the Principal District & 
Sessions, Judge, Pulwama, 
Naseer Ahmad Dar.

The Committee was 
headed by Munsiff, Pulwa-
ma, Faizan I Nazar while 
other members included 
Tehsildars of  Pulwama 
and Pampore, Public Pros-
ecutor, DySP Hqr. Pulwa-
ma, Dy. SP DAR Awanti-
pora, Field Officer Pollu-
tion Control Board, Chief  
Administrative Officer to 
PD&SJ Pulwama and all 

SHOs of  PDs Awantipora 
and Pulwama besides 
others.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e 
destroyed the NDPS scien-
tifically at IGC Lassipora 
in Kashmir Health Care 
Systems, the only facility 
in the valley for scientific 
disposal of  bio-medical 
Waste. The destruction 
process was video-graphed 
by the team deputed by the 
Crime Branch.

Committee recorded 
appreciation for efforts 
and logistic support pro-
vided by SDPO Litter and 
IC PP Lassipora and spe-
cially expressed gratitude 
to Bashir Ahmad Wani 
of  Kashmir Health Care 
System for his appreciable 
role in prioritising the 
destruction in his unit.

DLC approves 18 cases 
under PM-FME in Kulgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A meeting of  
District Level Committee 
(DLC) was held Saturday 
under the chairmanship 
of  the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Viqar 
Ahmed Giri to discuss and 
approve the cases/ propos-
als under Pradhan Mantri 
Formalization of  Micro 
Food Processing Enter-
prises (PM-FME) scheme 
under ‘one District one 

product (ODOP).
During the meeting, 24 

cases were tabled before 
the committee and after 
proper discussion with the 
candidates, the committee 
approved 18 cases.

Among others, Chief  
Ag riculture Of f icer 
Kulgam, Chief  Horticul-
ture Officer, LDM, Area 
Marketing Officer and 
other members of  the 
committee attended the 
meeting.

NCERT’s 3-day HOTS Workshop concludes
Experts Bat on Transforming Assessment Practices

Div Com reviews action plan to 
revive old Vaishno Devi Yatra route

Covid-19 pandemic likely to settle 
as seasonal flu this year: WHO

IANS

NEW DELHI:  Covid-19 
pandemic, which has so far 
claimed more than seven 
million deaths globally, 
may likely end up being as 
public health emergency 
of  international con-
cern' this year and pose 
a seasonal flu threat, the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) has said.

"I'm confident that this 
year we will be able to say 
that Covid-19 is over as a 
public health emergency 
of  international concern," 
WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said at a media 
briefing.

"And I think we're 
coming to that point where 
we can look at Covid-19 in 

the same way we look at 
seasonal influenza," he 
added.

The WHO chief  said 
that Covid will continue 
to pose a threat to human 
health. It will turn into a 
"virus that will continue 
to kill, but a virus that is 
not disrupting our society 
or disrupting our hospital 
system".

He added that the virus 
may become more trans-
missible but not cause 
severe disease.

Covid-19 was marked 
as pandemic on March 11, 
2020.

"We declared a global 
health emergency to spur 
countries to take deci-
sive action, but not all 
countries did," he said on 
Friday.
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JAMMU: Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu, Ramesh 
Kumar chaired a meeting 
of  concerned officers Sat-
urday to review the action 
plan to revive the old 
Vaishno Devi Yatra route 
(Nagrota to Deva Mai).

Representatives of  the 
Indian National Trust for 
Art and Cultural Heritage 
(INTACH) and Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Pracheen 
Marg Shrines Sanstha 
informed the Div Com that 
the old Vaishno Devi Yatra 
route was the only route to 
Vaishno Devi and groups 
of  pilgrims used that route.

It was revealed that 
many ancient temples are 
on the route and pilgrims 
used to visit those tem-
ples during yatras during 
Navratras. They also dis-
cussed the significance 
and historical perspective 
of  the ancient route, which 
passes through Jagdam-
ba Mata Kheer Bhawani 
temple, Jagti, Durga Mata 
temple Pangali, Shiv temple 
Thandapani-Drabi, Shiv 
Shakti temple, Raja Man-
dleek temple and Raja Now-

algarh temple Marh, Kali 
Mata temple Gundla Talab, 
Ram Darbar, Shiv Temple 
Bamyal and Oli temple 
Chhapanoo-Bamyal.

The Div Com listened to 
the issues and gave necessary 
directions to the concerned 
department to take all pos-
sible steps to revive the route 
and ancient temples.

The Div Com observed 
that with the development 
of  facilities, revival of  
ancient temples and route 
would boost pilgrimage 
tourism in the area.

He asked the Tourism 
department to publicize the 
ancient temples through 
hoardings at prominent 
locations to attract pil-
grims so that Vaishno Devi 
pilgrims also visit these 
temples. The Secretary 
Academy of  Art, Culture 
and Languages was direct-
ed to provide artists for 
jagrans and other perfor-
mances at ancient temples 
during Navratras.

The Police and Traffic 
Departments were asked to 
ensure necessary security 
and traffic arrangements 
during navratras.

The Div Com asked the 

Chief  Engineer PWD to 
immediately restore the 
road by filling potholes 
well before yatra.

Necessary directions 
were issued for the illu-
mination of  temples and 
sanitation in and around 
the temples.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Deputy Com-
missioner Jammu, Avny 
Lavasa; Deputy Director 
Planning, Munish Dutta; 
Director Rural Develop-
ment, Chief  Engineers of  
PWD, JPDCL, Secretary 
J&K Academy of  Art 
Culture and Languages, 
Deputy CEO SMVD Shrine 
Board, besides senior offi-
cers of  Tourism, Police, 
Archives, Health, Traffic 
and other concerned offi-
cers while Deputy Com-
missioner Reasi participat-
ed in the meeting through 
video conferencing.

Convener of  INTACH, 
S M Sahni; Coordinator, 
Arvind Kotwal and other 
members of  INTACH, 
President and members 
of  Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Pracheen Marg Shrines 
Sanstha were also present 
in the meeting.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A three-day 
workshop on “Transforma-
tion of  Assessment Prac-
tices at Secondary Stage” 
organized by the National 
Council of  Educational 
Research and Training 
(NCERT), New Delhi, in 
collaboration with the 
State Council of  Education-
al Research and Training 
(SCERT) at the Jammu and 
Kashmir Board of  School 
Education (JKBOSE) audi-
torium, Bemina concluded 
here, Saturday.

Besides the NCERT 

experts, the workshop 
brought together several 
school boards, teachers, 
and other stakeholders 
from across the country, 
who worked hard over 
three days to figure out 
how secondary assess-
ment practices could be 
transformed in light of  the 
NEP-2020 postulates.

Prof. P C Agarwal, Prin-
cipal Regional Institute 
of  Education (RIE), Bhu-

baneswar, Associate Prof  
Sukhvinder, NCERT, Dr 
Sandhya Sangai, NCERT 
and Kuldeep Agarwal, 
former Director (Academic 
and Vocational Education) 
from the National Insti-
tute of  Open Schooling 
(NIOS) who serves as an 
independent consultant 
to the NIOS, Dr Arif  Jan, 
Deputy Director, Aca-
demics, JKBOSE, Anita 
Devraj, former Principal, 
DAV and Ekyimo Shitre, 
Joint Secretary, Nagaland 
BOSE were the prominent 
names who participated in 
the workshop.

In his welcome address, 
Mohammad Sharif  Dehdar, 
Joint Director SCERT, 
urged the organisers to 
ensure that whatever is 
learned during these work-
shops and programmes is 
translated into action on 
the ground.

Outlining the work-
shop's objectives, Prof  
Sukhvinder said the pri-
mary goal of  this three-day 
activity is to collaborate 

with all school boards to 
bring qualitative improve-
ment to all stages of  school 
education in the country.

"We have held multiple 
workshops of  this nature 
previously with the goal 
of  putting NEP-2020 
examination reforms into 
practice," he said adding, 
“We will have to deal with 
the Parakh, the national 
assessment centre—man-
date at some point, and will 
be concentrating more on 
how to create test items 
that support higher order 
thinking skills.”

The entire concept of  

higher order thinking 
skills, Sukhvinder said, 
will have to be demystified 
and the current workshop 
will assist us in doing so.

The Survey Wing of  
the Educational Research 
Survey and Analysis 
(ERSA) Division of  the 
SCERT headed by the 
senior academic officer, Dr 
Nazneen Meraj, provided 
the logistical support to the 
workshop.


