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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Pak Medical Seat Scam

Budgam murder

Angry protesters 
demand capital 
punishment 
for accused
Naveed Ul Haq

Budgam: A day after 
a 30-year-old lady was 
brutally murdered in the 

Ompora area 
of central Kash-
mir’s Budgam 
district, the 
people from the 

neighbouring 
villages on Monday held a 
massive protest, demand-
ing capital punishment for 
the accused involved in 
the case. Scores of agitated 
people on Monday P-02

Power 
curtailment 
reduced by 30 per 
cent: KPDCL
Raja Syed Rather

Srinagar: The govern-
ment on Monday said that 
the curtailment has been 
reduced by three hours 

and that the 
new power 
schedule will 
be announced 
by the end of 

March.
 Chief En-

gineer, Kashmir Power 
Distribution Corporation 
Limited (KPDCL), Javed 
Yousuf Dar, said that P-02

J&K enhances 
ex-gratia relief of 
CAPF martyrs
GMK News Network

JAMMU: The Administra-
tive Council (AC) which 
met under the chairman-
ship of Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha approved 
enhancement of ex-gratia 
relief to Next of Kin of Cen-
tral Armed Paramilitary 
Forces (CAPF) personnel 
who attain martyrdom in 
the line of duty.

Advisor to the Lieuten-
ant Governor Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar, Chief Sec-
retary Dr Arun Kumar 
Mehta and Principal 
Secretary to the Lieuten-
ant Governor Dr Mandeep 
Kumar Bhandari were 
present at the P-02

Dulloo reviews 
progress on GI 
Tagging of Agri 
products
GMK News Network

JAMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary (ACS), Agricul-
ture Production Depart-

ment, Atal 
Dulloo, Mon-
day convened 
a meeting of 
officers and 

technical ex-
perts to review 

GI tagging for identified 
crops and products at 
Civil Secretariat Jammu.

Threadbare P-02

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

New projects are part of our systematic effort to 
improve quality of life, create smart economy by 
fostering productivity & improved city services. 
Unique digital IDs for residential & commercial 
properties will help in delivering efficient services in 
a sustainable manner.

Centre Unveils Rs 1,18,500 
Crore Budget For J&K

Rs 41,491 crore for development expenditure; Rs 77,009 crore for revenue expenditure

Nasir Azam

Srinagar: Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Monday presented Rs 1,18,500 
crore budget for J&K Union 
Territory, with a focus on good 
governance, strengthening 
grassroots democracy, promot-
ing sustainable agriculture, 
facilitating investment and 
industrial growth, women em-
powerment, and social inclu-
sion. This was the fourth con-
secutive budget of J&K which 
was tabled in the Parliament.

Budget figures: The total 
budget estimates for 2023-24 for 
J&K is Rs 1, 18,500 crore, docu-
ments reveal.

According to the budget docu-
ments, out of Rs 1, 18,500 crore, 
Rs 41,491 crore have been allo-
cated for capital expenditure( 
development) and  Rs 77,009 
crore provisioned for revenue 
expenditure(salaries, pensions, 
interest payment, etc).

Budget speech: In her 
speech, which was tabled in 
the Lok Sabha, the Finance 
Minister said that the budget 

2023-24 for Jammu and Kash-
mir shall again cross Rs 1 lakh 
crore mark, an indicator of our 
commitment to make J&K a 
model of development.

“The total budget estimates 
for the fiscal is Rs. 1,18,500 
crore, of which developmental 
expenditure is of the order of 
Rs. 41,491 crore,” she said, add-
ing that the capital component 
of the budget has increased 
substantially.

“The expected revenue re-
ceipts are Rs 1,06,061 crore 
whereas Revenue expenditure 
is expected to be Rs 77,009 
crore, thereby making avail-
able revenue surplus for capi-
tal expenditure to the tune 
of Rs 29,052 crore,” reads her 
budget speech.

She said the capital receipts 
are projected at Rs 12,439 crore 
and capital expenditure is ex-
pected to the tune P-02

Strengthening of CO, jammers 
in jails proposed in budget

In Jammu & Kashmir’s budget for 2023-24, the Centre has proposed 
several security-related activities will be taken up during the next 
fiscal. As per the budget document, the police border posts will be 

set-up in all the border districts of Jammu and Kashmir. The budget 
document talks about strengthening of crime organization in J&K.

As part of security measures for jails, the budget proposes construc-
tion and erection of dominant towers/jammers in jails.

In the budget document, the government said that CCTV surveil-
lance systems will be completed in all police stations and police Posts.

It also talks about installation of CCTV cameras with command and 
control centers at public places—(KNO)

Budget for Women

J&K’s budget unveils slew of 
measures for women empowerment

Aiming to empower womenfolk in Jammu & Kashmir, the Union 
Territory’s budget for the next fiscal, which was tabled in the 
Parliament on Monday, has unveiled a slew of measures for 

women-led development.
The budget document talks about establishing “ladies Haat” and 

“ladies exclusive markets” at Srinagar and other major towns.
The budget document also states that women guides would be 

encouraged at tourist places. P-02
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Besides, Jammu and Kashmir is among top performers in agriculture income, ease of living, ease of doing 
business, transparency, sustainable development goals and one nation, one ration card.” ...........Finance Minister
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IANS

New Delhi: India has admit-
ted that its relationship with 
China is "complex" while 
criticising Pakistan for con-
tinuously sponsoring cross-
border terrorism despite 
New Delhi's attempts to nor-
malise ties with it.

In its annual report for 2022, 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs has been critical of both 
its neighbouring countries 
for their efforts to disrupt 
peace along India's northern 

and western borders.
"India's engagement with 

China is complex. Chinese 
attempts to unilaterally alter 
the status quo along P-02

Ties with China ‘complex’ 
despite talks, Pakistan 
‘vilifying India’: MEA Raja Syed Rather

Jammu: Taking a jibe at the 
mainstream parties that ruled 
J&K over the past seven de-
cades, Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Monday said that 
those who gave jobs to terror-
ists and their family members 
have no right to talk about 
“fair recruitment.”

Addressing the function re-
garding laying of foundation 
stones of various projects re-
lated to Jammu Smart City at 
Jammu Convention Centre, LG 
Sinha said that many people 
don’t want fair recruitment to 
take place in the UT. “Those 

who gave jobs to terrorists 
and their family members are 
raising figures at the ongoing 

recruitment processes. These 
people have no right to do so,” 
the LG said, adding that “one 
lakh backdoor appointments 
were made by these people due 
to which it is becoming difficult 
to run the administration.”

The LG said that the SSB re-
cruitment issue was raised and 
complaints were found true af-
ter which the administration 
handed over the case to the 
country's premier investigat-
ing agency—CBI.

“CBI is still probing the case 
and so far many arrests have 
been made. No matter how in-
fluential the people involved in 
the fake recruitments P-02

Those who gave jobs to terrorists have 
no right to talk about fair recruitment: LG

GMK News Network

New Delhi: The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) on 
Monday conducted a search 
at Uzair Azhar Bhat's house 
in Karfali Mohalla of Sri-
nagar and seized digital 
devices.

Bhat is suspected 
of spreading ISIS ide-
ology, luring people 
to join the terrorist 
group, and indulging 
in anti-national activi-
ties. The NIA said that in 2021, 
they started investigating 
Mohammed Ameen alias Abu 
Yahya who had been running 
various ISIS propaganda chan-

nels on different social media 
platforms, such as Telegram, 
Hoop, and Instagram.

"He was propagating the 
violent jihadi ideologies of the 
ISIS and was radicalizing and 

recruiting new members 
to this ISIS module. 

He and his associates 
had even identified 
certain individuals 
for targeted kill-
ings. They had also 

made plans to under-
take Hijrah to Jammu 

and Kashmir for engaging in 
terrorist acts and had raised 
funds from various sources for 
this trip," the NIA said.

The official said P-02

NIA conducts raids at house of 
suspected IS operative in Srinagar

IANS

New Delhi, March 13: While in-
vestigating the involvement of a 
number of the Kashmiri separatist 
leaders in a scandal of admission 
of many students in Pakistan's 
medical and engineering colleges, 
the Central and the Union Ter-
ritory Government agencies are 
now also suspecting the involve-
ments of a number of the retired 
and sitting officers of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police and civil ad-
ministration.

According to well-placed offi-
cials in the investigating agencies, 
a case of alleged terror-funding, 
which was originally investigated 
by Counter Intelligence Kashmir 
(CIK) wing of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, has been lately 
assigned to the Enforcement Di-
rectorate for "specialised profes-
sional investigation". The decision 
of a "deeper professional inves-
tigation" was taken after the UT 
agency failed to establish charges 
against a particular module in 
which one Khalid Andrabi aka 
Khalid Geelani allegedly played a 
key role.

In December 2021, charges 
against Khalid Geelani under 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act were dropped and in the CIK 
charge-sheet he was booked only 
under section 120-B (criminal con-

spiracy) of the Indian Penal Code. 
It was decided that the ED would 
carry forward the CIK's inves-
tigation and delve deep into the 
modus operandi in integration of 
the terror fund investments in the 
mainstream economy. The ED is 

now investigating as to how pre-
cisely the proceeds were gener-
ated, which channels were used 
for operationalisation of the terror 
funds and why different law en-
forcement agencies had played as 
mute spectators for over 25 years.

The plethora of incriminating 
documents seized in a series of 
search operations include a letter 
written to a former President of 
the United States of America.

The investigators have observed 

that the Government of Pakistan, 
with the ISI, Army and Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs on board, used 
to allot a quota of different seats 
to Kashmir's separatist leaders ev-
ery year. Their first priority was 
their own kith and kin and the 

family members of the militants 
killed in encounters with security 
forces. It was a financial support 
to the leaders and militants fight-
ing for Kashmir's separation from 
India. It is believed money was not 
charged from beneficiaries of this 
particular category.

It has been noticed that two to 
three children of particular sepa-
ratist families or militant com-
manders killed in encounters 
were given admission P-02

Students on radar as govt 
goes into deep-cleaning mode

File Photo
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Angry protesters 
afternoon gathered at the main chowk Ompora 
and held a strong protest against the accused 
man who after allegedly killing the lady, chopped 
her body into several pieces and disposed of them 
in various parts of the district.

The people raised slogans of ‘Hang the culprit’ 
and ‘We want justice’, saying such people have 
no right to live in this society. They demanded 
capital punishment for the murderer and justice 
for the victim’s family.

“We cannot have such people in our society. 
Police have already identified the gruesome mur-
derer. Now, we request the LG administration 
to do a court trial on a fast-track level and hang 
the culprit as soon as possible so that justice is 
delivered,” they said, adding, ’Today it was her, 
tomorrow it will be our sister, mother or wife.”

If the police don’t act on a fast-track basis, we 
will go to the Supreme Court and fight separate-
ly, the furious protesters said.

Meanwhile, several political parties, social or-
ganisations and Auqaf committees condemned 
the “inhuman act” and demanded justice for the 
victim’s family—(KNO)

Power curtailment
there has been reduction in the power curtail-

ment since the beginning of this month.
He also said that in the metered areas, the pow-

er curtailment in less than three hours.
“We are planning to come up with the new pow-

er schedule by the end of March,” he said.
Earlier, the KPDCL in wake of the winter sea-

son had announced curtailment schedule in 
Kashmir. The authorities had decided to go for 
eight hour curtailment for non-metered areas 
and 4.5-hour power cuts in the metered areas.

Meanwhile, a meeting was held under the 
chairmanship of the Managing Director, KPDCL, 
regarding the progress of Smart Meter installa-
tions in Srinagar.

Initially the chair was apprised by the con-
cerned officials of the KPDCL and TKC’s regard-
ing the progress of the smart meter installation 
progress. Following points were discussed dur-
ing the meet.

The slow progress of TKC’s regarding instal-
lation of smart meters was seriously viewed by 
the chair and directions were issued on spot to 
increase the workforce to meet the deadline.

Various officials of KPDCL were directed to 
work in synchronization with the concerned of-
ficials of District Administration to minimize the 
protests against installations of the meters.

TKC’s were given strict directions regarding 
the Non-Communicating Meters and were direct-
ed to resolve the issue as soon as possible without 
any fail.

Damaged meters need to be replaced with new 
ones and the concerned Turnkey Contractors 
were given directions to install new ones within 
least possible time.

The chair also issued directions to TKC’s to 
give wide publicity regarding the advantages of 
Smart meters.

Instructions were passed on to disconnect all 
the defaulters, the statement said.

Hoardings will go up across the city centres so 
as to give wide publicity regarding advantages of 
Electric Smart meters.

The meeting was attended by Chief Engineer 
(Distribution), KPDCL, Superintending Engineer 
Circle Ist, KPDCL, Executive Engineers of O&M 
Div Ist and 4th, AEE’s and Territorial SDO’s and 
officials of Turnkey Contractors(Anvil Cables 
and Techno Ltd)—(KNO)

Centre Unveils Rs 1,18,500
of Rs 41,491 crore.
“35% of the earmarked budget shall be spent on 

development and infrastructure projects,” she 
said.

In her budget speech, the Finance Minister 
said that J&K has witnessed unprecedented de-
velopment and improvement in law and order 
situation since August 2019. “The Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed 
unprecedented level of development in various 
sectors since historic changes in August, 2019. 
The people of Jammu and Kashmir not only wel-
comed but have embraced these changes with 
open heart. The law and order situation has im-
proved appreciably. Pace of development in all 
critical sectors such as power, tourism, road con-
nectivity, urban sector, health, sports, water and 
rural development etc., is remarkable,” reads the 
speech.

She said J&K has been among top performers 
in the country for implementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), Amrit 
Sarovar, SVAMITVA Scheme, Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, Nasha Mukt Abhiyan and renewable 
energy development.

“Besides, Jammu and Kashmir is among top 
performers in agriculture income, ease of living, 
ease of doing business, transparency, sustain-
able development goals and one nation, one ra-
tion card,” reads the speech.

The Finance Minister said that Jammu and 
Kashmir leads the nation under various health 
parameters like neo-natal mortality rate, infant 
mortality rate, sex ratio at birth, institutional 
births and percentage of fully immunized chil-
dren.

She further said that Jammu & Kashmir gov-
ernment has made concerted efforts to introduce 
multitude of reforms like establishment of grass-
roots level democracy, creation of knowledge so-
ciety and expansion of digital and physical con-
nectivity.

“More than 445 services are now being pro-
vided in online mode in Jammu and Kashmir. Of-
fline services have been completely stopped thus 
ushering a new digital era in Jammu and Kash-
mir,” the budget speech reads.

In her budget speech, the Finance Minister 
also said that the Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir is the first among States/Union Terri-
tories to have district good governance Index for 
assessing the public service delivery at district 
level.  “Two new unique initiatives “Aspirational 
Panchayat Development Programme” with an ob-
jective to provide financial assistance of Rs. 10.00 
Lakh to selected 285 Panchayats (one Panchayat 
per Block) for their holistic development and 

“Aspirational Towns Development Programme” 
for holistic development of selected Aspirational 
Towns has been launched during 2022-23. A Pan-
chayat Development Index and Town Develop-
ment Index have also been developed to measure 
the progress,” she said.

She said that Kashmir is likely to be connected 
to rest of the country through rail network by 
the end of the year 2023. “Road infrastructure by 
way of construction of mega highways and tun-
nel projects is in progress. A number of highway 
projects are presently under execution. Work on 
Srinagar-Jammu national highway is being com-
pleted in next 2-3 years bringing much respite for 
the people of Jammu & Kashmir,” she said.

She said that power generation capacity will be 
doubled in 3 years.  “In last 2 years alone, proj-
ects of more than 3000 MW capacity have been re-
vived and put on track. Work on 1000 MW Pakal 
Dul and 624 MW Kiru is in full swing. 850 MW 
Ratle has been awarded. Preconstruction activi-
ties have been initiated for 1856 MW Sawalkote 
project by NHPC,” she said.

Talking about employment, the Finance Min-
ister said that largest- ever recruitment drive 
has been initiated in Jammu & Kashmir.  “33426 
Posts have been referred to recruiting agencies, 
against which 25450 selections have been made 
including 2436 selections of Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank Limited. Remaining are under process for 
fast track recruitment,” she said.

She said over 1.88 core tourists visited Jammu 
and Kashmir during previous year upto Decem-
ber, 2022.  “Out of this 26.73 lakh tourists visited 
Kashmir which is more than double than the pre-
vious highest of 12.99 lakh in the year 2016. For 
the first time, the world famous Gulmarg Gon-
dola has realized revenue of about Rs. 100 crore,” 
she said.

Focus on key sectors: In a major push for agri-
culture and horticulture sectors, Rs 1239.45 crore 
has been allocated more to it than the previous 
year’s budget allocation. “For agriculture and 
horticulture sectors, an allocation of about Rs. 
2526.74 crore has been made under capital expen-
diture for the year 2023-24 which is Rs. 1239.45 
crore more than previous year’s budget alloca-
tion,” reads the budget documents.

According to the budget document, the Jammu 
& Kashmir Holistic Agriculture Development 
Plan will be rolled out which will make horizon-
tal change in the agriculture sector in the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.  “Under this 
plan, 29 projects have been approved with an 
outlay of Rs 5,012 crore over a period of next 
five years. This will transform the agriculture 
economy of Jammu and Kashmir putting it on a 
new trajectory of growth, doubling the output of 
sectors, boosting exports and making the sectors 
sustainable and commercially viable,” the bud-
get document states.

”It will herald a new phase of farming prosper-
ity and rural livelihood security in Jammu and 
Kashmir and create additional job opportunities 
to 2, 87,910 people in agriculture and allied sec-
tors. 18,861 new business enterprises will be cre-
ated over the period of next five years”.

The health and medical education sector has 
been allocated Rs 2097.53 crore under capital ex-
penditure for the year 2023-24, which is Rs 214.97 
crore more than the previous year’s budget allo-
cation.

“For rural sector, an allocation of about Rs. 
4169.26 crore has been made under capital expen-
diture for the year 2023-24,” the document states.

An allocation of about Rs. 1964.90 crore has 
been made under capital expenditure for power 
sector, the budget document states.

“For tourism and culture sectors, an allocation 
of about Rs 457.39 crore has been made under 
capital expenditure for the year 2023-24 which is 
Rs 54.31 crore more than previous year’s budget 
allocation,” the document states.

The Jal Shakti department has been allocated 
Rs 7161 crore under capital expenditure for 2023-
24, which is Rs. 3191 crore more the previous 
year’s budget allocation.

In the budget, an allocation of about Rs. 2928.04 
crore has been made under capital expenditure 
for Housing & Urban Development Department 
for the year 2023-24 which is Rs. 674.78 crore more 
than the previous year’s budget allocation. “El-
evated light metro rail in both the capital cities of 
Jammu and Srinagar is expected to be rolled out 
during 2023-24 which will help the commuters in 
both the capital cities and also help in traffic de-
congestion,” the document states.

An allocation of about Rs 1521.87 crore has been 
made under capital expenditure for  school edu-
cation and higher education sectors for the year 
2023-24, which is Rs 193.61 crore more than the 
previous year’s budget allocation.

The road and bridge sector will get an alloca-
tion of about Rs 4062.87 crore under capital ex-
penditure for the year 2023-24, which is Rs 98.99 
crore more than the previous year’s budget allo-
cation—(KNO)

J&K’s budget unveils slew of
In the budget document, the government also talks 

about the creation of hubs for the empowerment of women 
(HEW)-Mahila Shakti Kendras, the establishment of GPS-
enabled women helpline and the construction of working 
women hostels.

The budget document also talks about setting up of 
women-led farmer producer organizations (FPOs) in the 
cooperative sector.

In a move aimed at providing safe commute options for 
the womenfolk, the budget proposes the introduction of 
buses and pink taxis for them.

It also talks about women-only bus drivers and conduc-
tors—(KNO)

J&K enhances
meeting.
According to the decision, CAPF personnel 

from Jammu and Kashmir who attain martyr-
dom in the line of duty, within or outside the ter-
ritorial jurisdiction of Jammu & Kashmir, will 
receive ex-gratia relief equivalent to that pro-
vided to the martyrs of defense personnel. The 
decision demonstrates the UT administration's 
commitment to supporting the NoKs of security 
forces who make the supreme sacrifice in service 
to the nation.

As per the decision, the NoKs of martyred 
CAPF personnel will now receive Rs 25 lakh as 

ex-gratia relief, a substantial increase from the 
previous amount of Rs 5 lakh.

Dulloo reviews
discussion was held on progress made by con-

cerned on application of Geographical Identifica-
tion (GI) tagging of agriculture products of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Director, Agriculture Jammu, K K Sharma, 
Director, Sheep Husbandry Jammu, Krishan 
Lal, Director, Horticulture Jammu, Ram Sevak, 
Director Research (SKUAST) Jammu, R K Sam-
notra, Associate Director SKUAST, Mahital Jam-
wal and other officers attended the meeting while 
officers from Srinagar and technical experts of 
SKUAST-K participation online.

During the meeting, concerned officers and 
technical experts gave a presentation highlight-
ing progress made on application of GI certifica-
tion of identified crops. Various other aspects of 
GI application of identified crops were also dis-
cussed.

GI expert, Dr. Rajnikant also joined the meet-
ing virtually and gave his feedback about re-
quirement of the particular products during GI 
registration certification.

After threadbare discussion, 15 crops/com-
modities have been identified and decided to be 
forwarded to the consultant within period of one 
month. Besides, 5 new products were also identi-
fied in the meeting for GI tagging including Burfi 
of Thandi Khui, Badda of Lakhanpur, Patisa of 
Kud, Peacanut of Poonch and Queer of Jammu 
and these products will also be sent for GI tag-
ging soon.

ACS emphasized upon the technical experts to 
focus on collecting historical evidence so as to 
make each case foolproof for GI certification of 
these crops.

Those who gave jobs
 and irregularities, they won’t be spared at all,” 

he said.
He said that people should remain assured that 

strict action will be taken against those who are 
found in irregularities or any other misconduct 
in the SSB exams. “Gone are the days when jobs 
were sold on roads and shops. Jobs will be given 
to those who have competence and the process 
of all recruitments will be fair and transparent,” 
the LG said. He said that if anyone feels or sees 
any sort of misconduct in any exam or recruit-
ment process, the same should be brought to the 
notice of the administration. “I assure a very 
strict action will be taken against those found in-
volved,” he said, as per KNO.

He said a series of developmental projects are 
being taken up in Jammu under the Smart City 
Project. “The face of Jammu will change and the 
people of Jammu will feel a great and big change 
in the days and months ahead. The life of Jam-
muites will be made safe, secure and hassle free 
through the huge developmental activities that 
are under way at present,” he said—(KNO)

Ties with China ‘complex’
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the West-

ern Sector starting from April-May 2020 have 
disturbed the peace and tranquility along the 
LAC. These have been met with an appropriate 
response from the Indian armed forces," the re-
port said.

It further stated that "the External Affairs Min-
ister has conveyed to his counterpart that resto-
ration of normalcy will require a restoration of 
peace and tranquility in the border areas. It was 
also highlighted that India-China relationship 
is best served by observing the three mutuals - 
mutual respect, mutual sensitivity, and mutual 
interests. The two sides remain engaged through 
diplomatic (11 meetings of Working Mechanism 
for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) since 
June 2020) and military channels (17 meetings of 
Senior Highest Military Commander (SHMC) 
since June 2020) to resolve the remaining issues 
along the LAC".

On Pakistan, the annual report said that "In-
dia desires normal neighbourly relations with 
Pakistan. India's consistent position is that is-
sues, if any, between India and Pakistan should 
be resolved bilaterally and peacefully, in an at-
mosphere free of terror and violence. The onus 
is on Pakistan to create such a conducive envi-
ronment. However, Pakistan continues to spon-
sor cross border terrorism against India; restrict 
normal trade, connectivity, and people-to people 
exchanges".

It also added that Pakistan continues to engage 
in hostile and fabricated propaganda to vilify 
India, and to divert attention from its domestic 
political and economic failures. India has com-
pletely and unequivocally rejected all actions 
and statements by Pakistan on matters which are 
completely internal to India.

"There is a greater understanding among coun-
tries that Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part 
of India and that the matters related to it are in-
ternal to India. Despite India's persistent urging 
that Pakistan respect its January 2004 commit-
ment of not allowing its soil or territory under 
its control to be used for terrorism against India, 
there was no let-up in cross-border terrorism, in-
filtration and illegal smuggling of arms into In-
dia across the LoC and International Boundary," 
it noted.

"Pakistan is yet to show sincerity in delivering 
justice to the families of the 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attacks. India has consistently stressed the need 
for Pakistan to take credible, irreversible and 
verifiable action to end cross border terrorism. 
India consistently raises the issue of Pakistan's 
continued support to cross-border terrorism and 
terrorist infiltration in bilateral, regional and 
multilateral fora. In such outreach, credible in-
puts regarding the Pakistani-origins of the cap-
tured terrorists are also shared," the report said 
further.

NIA conducts raids at house 
of

that during the probe, it was found that Moham-
mad Ameen was in touch with Deepthi Marla of 
Kerala, a converted Muslim, married to Anas Ab-
dul Rahiman of Mangalore. In 2015, she had gone 
to Dubai to pursue studies where she met Mizha 
Siddeeque and both women developed an inclina-
tion towards the ISIS. In 2019, they tried to do Hi-

jrah to Khorasan and reached Tehran, Iran. After 
reaching Tehran, their contact with ISIS opera-
tives based in Khorasan could not be established.

"They both returned to India, and Deepthi 
got in touch with Ameen, Obaid Hamid Matta, 
Madesh Shankar alias Abdullah and others and 
made plans to undertake Hijrah to ISIS admin-
istered territory. In January 2020, she went to 
Srinagar to meet Obaid to plan the Hijrah and 
stayed in Srinagar for one week," the NIA said.

One of the common contacts between Deepthi 
and Obaid, Uzair Azhar Bhat, who is suspected to 
have been part of the conspiracy, was raided on 
Monday. The NIA conducted a search at Bhat's 
house in Srinagar. The seized digital devices are 
being examined and further investigations are in 
progress.

Students on radar as govt 
 simultaneously in Pakistan's professional col-

leges, particularly medical and engineering col-
leges. On return from Pakistan, they all got jobs 
in the J&K Government.

As per the modus operandi, actors of a network 
would facilitate everything from securing Indian 
Passports and Pakistani Visas to air, bus and rail 
tickets without any resistance from New Delhi or 
Srinagar. After accommodating their own kith 
and kith, the separatist leaders began selling 
these seats through touts to different aspirants 
against cash payments ranging between Rs 10 
lakh and Rs 30 lakh each candidate.

The agencies are now using the most sophisti-
cated technologies and forensic audit to find how 
these proceeds had been used in terror financing 
and personal luxuries of the operatives.

Significantly, the investigators have noticed 
that even the children, relatives and 'clients' of a 
number of the government officers in Police, civ-
il administration and academia had been picked 
up in the 'complimentary quota'. "It is being in-
vestigated where there was a quid pro quo or any 
amount of money was charged from these offi-
cers. Some of them have retired. Some are still 
in service. Now all of them are under scanner for 
their participatory role and dereliction of duty in 
this scandal," said a highly placed officer.

The officer revealed that one of such beneficia-
ry Police officers' sons developed a life-consum-
ing disease during the first wave of Covid-19 in 
Rawalpindi. After most of the students returned 
to Kashmir during the pandemic in 2020 and 2021, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on a commu-
nication from the UT Government blocked their 
return to Pakistan. Subsequently, a notification 
was issued which invalidated the degrees from 
Pakistan's medical and engineering colleges.

It has been noticed that a number of the youths 
from Jammu and Kashmir were taken to Paki-
stan through the same stream ostensibly for vis-
its to divided families or studies but actually for 
indoctrination, guerrilla recruitment and arms 
training. It partly replaced the conventional 
system of sending recruits to Pakistan and PoK 
through LoC and other infiltration routes.

The security agencies have carried out a mas-
sive exercise of identifying youths who had 
crossed over to Pakistan on Indian passports and 
sneaked back into Jammu and Kashmir through 
the 724-km-long LOC.

The passports issued between 2015 and early 
2018 have been scrutinised and it has been found 
that around 60 Kashmiri youths, who were later 
found active in terror ranks, had travelled to 
Pakistan on Indian passports and later joined 
terror ranks. They, according to officials, include 
Sajad Ahmad Sheikh, the son of a Srinagar-based 
doctor, who initially worked with a Central intel-
ligence agency and was later taken over by the 
ISI. He is among the individuals designated as 
terrorists by the MHA and wanted in different 
terror related cases including the assassination 
of the journalist Shujaat Bukhari in June 2018.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has 
announced a reward of Rs 10 lakh on informa-
tion leading to the arrest of Gul who is allegedly 
operating TRF's news and propaganda portal 
KashmirFight. Officials are citing interrogation 
reports of eight such Kashmiri youths who had 
joined the terror ranks, returned to Jammu and 
Kashmir through the LoC and had been subse-
quently arrested. As many as 26 such youths 
were killed in encounters with security forces.

Six of them, officials say, are still active in 
Kashmir, while four have been handed over to 
their families after they were not found involved 
in a heinous crime and helped the security agen-
cies.

Citing interrogation reports of some of such 
youths, officials say the ISI was pressing its oper-
atives to recruit cadre by whatever means. Some 
of the Kashmiri youths taken to Pakistan on In-
dian passports were given brief crash courses in 
handling of explosives and attacking targets with 
pistols in close range.

However, after the Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice implemented a new regime with checks and 
balances, no undercover agent is known to have 
travelled to Pakistan on an Indian passport. Now 
all applicants' involvement in any incident of ter-
ror crime or stone pelting is thoroughly checked. 
Officers scan CCTV footage, photographs, video 
and audio clips and drone images available in po-
lice station records. It all began after a militant, 
Shakir Altaf Bhat, killed in an encounter was 
found to have visited Pakistan for studies on In-
dian passports in 2018.

A number of such youths are known to have 
either stayed back in Pakistan or gone under-
ground in the valley after their return through 
the LoC. "The missing youths are mainly from av-
erage middle-class families. They could be wait-
ing for delivery of arms and ammunition which 
has been substantially choked due to heightened 
surveillance and intercepts," said an official.

"There was a time when it was virtually free for 
all. Passports were issued to dreaded terrorists. 
Visas were issued on letters of Hurriyat leaders. 
Militants' marriage parties travelled freely from 
Srinagar to Islamabad and back. Hizb opera-
tional chief Riyaz Rasool's entire family travelled 
to Lahore on the second trip of (PM) Vajpayee's 
bus Sada-e-Sarhad. Slain militant Aurangzeb's 
widow was taken on an Indian passport from 
Srinagar to Islamabad for her second marriage 
with (Hizb chief) Salahuddin. That period is now 
over," said an official.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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TRANSFORMING J&K

‘H3N2 seasonal flu virus’

'Budgets proposes accreditation of 32 colleges'

Rahul Gandhi defamed India, 
should apologise: Rana

J&K’s Oil Industry to 
witness significant 
transformation under HADP 

Low immunity behind spring 
spike in flu cases: DAK

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU- Slamming former 
Congress President and 
Member Parliament Rahul 
Gandhi for defaming India 
on the foreign soil, senior 
BJP leader Mr Devender 
Singh Rana Monday said 
that instead of crying 
hoarse over democracy 
in danger, he should have 
drawn global attention 
towards the menace of ter-
rorism that is biggest chalk 
to the civilised world.

“Rahul Gandhi had an 
experience of escaping 
unhurt due to his non-vio-
lence avatar after seeing 
eye to eye to a terrorist in 
Kashmir during his Bharat 
Todo Yatra while being 
oblivious of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi fight-
ing decisive war against 
terrorism and Naxalism in 
Kashmir and North East “, 
Mr Rana said while speak-
ing during day-long Coop-
erative Stakeholders Meet 
here, adding that the Con-
gress leader should apolo-
gise to the Nation for belit-
tling India.

Mr Devender Rana said 
that Rahul Gandhi was so 
enthused and encouraged 
by changing security sce-
nario in the Valley that he 
flew back just days after his 
Todo Yatra to take rides on 
snow bikes and ski on snow-
capped curves of Gulmarg. 
It is different that the ‘dem-
ocrat Scion’ of the emer-
gency imposing Gandhi 
clan did not acknowledge 
the great efforts in contain-
ing terrorism because of 
hate for the Prime Minister. 
This is the trauma with the 

first Congress family and 
their ilk in the opposition, 
who are brave like ostrich. 
Deprivation from the power 
has affected their mental 

equilibrium to such an 
extent that they have lost 
the sense of proportion as 
to what to say and where to 
say. It is irony for India to 
have some so called leaders 
who can go any extent in 
maligning their country on 
the one hand and a leader 
who believes in nation first, 
he added.

Mr Rana said that ‘hate 
Modi campaign’ has fur-
ther united the patriotic 
Indians to stand behind the 
Prime Minister like a rock 
to make India the Vishwa 
Guru. While the stature of 

Mr Modi is growing leaps 
and bounds in the comity 
of nations, the haters back 
home are getting reduced 
as political dwarfs. This is 

a case study for students of 
politics, he maintained.

Mr Devender Singh Rana 
exuded confidence about 
the cooperative move-
ment witnessing revival 
and great momentum in 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
said “Many strides have 
been taken regarding this 
in the recent past and much 
more is on the anvil”.

He described the coop-
eratives as a strong tool to 
change the rural landscape, 
saying the movement has 
transcended beyond the 
agricultural sector to other 

sectors as well. This is note-
worthy as the concept itself 
unites the people to work 
for a cause. In this context, 
he referred to several big 
brands owing their genesis 
to the cooperative move-
ment and hoped that these 
are inspirational develop-
ments to broaden the con-
cept for the larger good.

Rana said coopera-
tives can play pivotal role 
in the employment gen-
eration directly and indi-
rectly. While vistas of self-
employment opportunities 
are available in the sector, 
avenues of indirect employ-
ment too hold promise due to 
spillover effect of the coop-
eratives to non-members.

He said cooperatives 
play an important role in 
improving the livelihood of 
rural people. The more the 
movement gains momen-
tum, the more the rural and 
semi urban communities 
will benefit, Mr Raina said, 
adding that such meets can 
provide a platform to all 
those connected with the 
campaign to exchange expe-
riences and work towards 
betterment of the society.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mahant Rajesh Bittu 
dwelt in detail on the coop-
erative movement, saying 
this has flourished over 
the years and contributed 
towards strengthening the 
rural economy.

Chairman, Citizens 
Cooperative Bank Mr 
Parveen Sharma also spoke 
on the occasion and high-
lighted the crucial role 
of the banking sector in 
strengthening the coopera-
tive movement.

AGENCIES

Srinagar: As many as 2.13 
lakh students including 
1.97 lakh students from 
soft and 15214 students 
from hard zone areas of 
Kashmir have registered 
for the annual regular 
(2023) JK Board of School 
Education (BOSE) exami-
nations.

As per the date sheet 
already notified by JK 
Board, the annual (Regu-
lar 2023) examination of 
class 10th to 12th students 
enrolled in schools falling 
in soft zone areas of Jammu 
and Kashmir commenced 
from March 9 and March 
8 while the class exami-
nation commenced from 
March 6 of 2023.

Notably, this is be the 
first Board examination 
conducted in March month 
after implementation of 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) -2020 by the Jammu 
and Kashmir government.

As per the official fig-
ures, around 68695 students 
including 63000 students of 
soft zone areas and 5695 stu-
dents registered for class 
10th examination while 
71375 students including 
67458 students from soft 
zones and 3917 students of 

hard zones areas are regis-
tered for class 11th exams.

Also, 73034 students 
including 67432 from soft 
zones and 5602 students 
from hard zones of Kash-
mir have registered for 
class 12th examination.

While the annual board 
examination of all the three 
classes has already com-
menced in soft zone areas 
of Kashmir, the examina-
tion of students in hard 
zone areas is scheduled to 
commence from April, 2023.

As per the BOSE figures, 
around 444 schools- 309 in 

Jammu and 135 in Kashmir 
division fall in hard zones 
while seven zones of Kargil 
district and whole Ladakh 
area fall in hard zones.

In Kashmir division, 
43 schools of Anantnag, 
Bandipora 19, Kupwara 32, 

Kulgam 28 and 13 schools in 
Budgam fall in hard zones.

In Jammu division 50 
schools of Kishtwar, Reasi 
47, Rajouri 7, Poonch 20, 
Doda 56, Ramban 64 and 65 
schools of Udhampur fall in 
hard zones.

As per the official fig-
ures, JK Board has set up 

around 2069 exam centres 
including 1886 centres in 
soft zone areas and 183 cen-
tres in hard zone areas of 
Kashmir.

As many as 710 exam 
centres-632 in soft zones 
and 78 in hard zones are 

set up for class 10th exams 
while 662 exam centres- 622 
in soft zone areas and 40 in 
hard zone areas are set up 
for class 11th exams.

Also, 697 exam cen-
tres—632 in soft zone areas 
and 65 in hard zone areas 
are set up for class 12th 
examination—(KNO)

2.13 lakh students register for class 
10th to 12th Board exams this year

BHAT IMRAN

Srinagar: The budget for 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir for 2023-24 
proposed that the Higher 
Education Council would 
be made functional during 
the next fiscal.

The budget document 
states that “Jammu and 
Kashmir is one of the front 
runners in adoption of 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) and will be fully 
implemented in the year 
2023-24.”

“National Assessment 
and Accreditation Council 
(NAAC) accreditation of 32 
colleges will be completed 
in 2023-24,” it reads.

It also states that ‘ERP 
e-Gov Suite, will be fully 
implemented in 2023-24 with 

an aim at managing HRM, 
estate and inventory of Gov-
ernment Colleges and creat-
ing a centralized admission 
with student life cycle.

“Higher Education Coun-
cil to be made functional 
during 2023-24. Eight college 
buildings and four hostel 
buildings likely to be com-
pleted in 2023-24,” it reads.

The document further 
reads that in Jammu and 
Kashmir four auditoriums 
and four multipurpose halls 
are likely to be completed in 
2023-24. Besides, two library 
blocks are also likely to be 
completed in this financial 
year.

According to the Jammu 
and budget document “88 
Virtual Reality Labs in the 
Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir that includes 

one lab in each zone to 
inculcate the scientific 
temper among students.”

“At least 40 Robotic Labs 
to be established including 
two labs in each district 
to help in improving the 
school's digital equity, liter-

acy and economic develop-
ment besides, new teaching 
methodologies,” it reads.

It also said that Yoga 
training for all the students 
to keep them fit should be 
introduced as part of co-cur-
ricular activities—(KNO)

Higher Education Council likely to 
make functional during next fiscal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Jammu and 
Kashmir's oil industry 
would be witnessing a 
significant transforma-
tion with implementa-
tion of multifarious ini-
tiatives under Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Program (HADP) by the 
Agriculture Production 
Department.

The recent release of 
final report by the Apex 
Committee, headed by 
Dr. Mangla Rai, Former 
DG ICAR, has charted out 
the roadmap for imple-
mentation of 29 projects 
under HADP. Significant-
ly, among the approved 
projects, promotion of 
oilseed cultivation has 
been given due consid-
eration. The Oil seed 
project included several 
interventions aimed at 
increasing oilseed pro-
duction and productivity, 
with an estimated annual 
output worth ₹ 1290 crore.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, Atal 
Dulloo, reiterated that 
Jammu and Kashmir's 
oil industry is about to 
receive a significant 
boost. The department 
will be implementing a 
multifaceted initiative 
aimed at promoting oil-
seed cultivation in the 
region with a project 
outlay of ₹ 31.00 crore. 
This three year project is 
expected to create more 
job opportunities and 
contribute towards over-
all economic growth of 
the region.

Pertinently, oilseed 
production is an essen-
tial sector of agriculture 
in India, contributing sig-
nificantly to the country's 
economy. India is one of 
the largest producers of 
oilseeds in the world, 
with an annual produc-

tion of around 37-38 mil-
lion metric tons. How-
ever, despite this, India 
is the largest importer of 
vegetable oils followed by 
USA and China.

Jammu and Kashmir 
is known for its diverse 
agro-climatic conditions 
that provide a suitable 
environment for culti-
vation of various crops, 
including oilseeds. To 
promote oilseed cultiva-
tion in the region, the 
J&K government has 
taken several initiatives 
under the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-
gram (HADP). The gov-
ernment intends to bring 
210 Th Ha under oilseed 
cultivation from the cur-
rent 140 Th Ha over the 
next three years. About 
202.50 Th Ha shall be cov-
ered under rapeseed and 
mustard cultivation and 
7.50 Th Ha shall be cov-
ered under sesame seed 
cultivation.

Besides, 70,000 Ha of 
additional areas shall 
be covered in poten-
tial oilseed districts 
like Kathua, Samba, 
Jammu, Udhampur, 
Rajouri, Reasi, Anant-
nag, Kulgam, Pulwama, 
Budgam, and Ganderbal 
and districts like Shop-
ian, Bandipora, Ramban, 
and Doda, by utilizing 
fallow lands, culturable 
waste lands and leverag-
ing increased cropping 
intensity apart from 
promoting intercropping 
systems.

More than 50% of the 
net sown area in Jammu 
division is rain-fed. 
Therefore, this project 
aims to promote crop 
diversification by culti-
vating sesame seed as a 
Kharif crop in Kandi and 
rain-fed areas of Jammu 
division. The total 
requirement of edible 
oils in the UT is ₹ 14.20 
lakh quintal, whereas 
the UT produces only 
3.36 lakh quintal. Hence, 
this initiative is crucial 
for region's food security 

and economic growth.
The Union Territory 

(UT) is all set to witness 
a massive transforma-
tion in the agriculture 
sector with implementa-
tion of a ground-breaking 
project that promises to 
increase oil seed produc-
tion and create employ-
ment opportunities. The 
interventions, which 
included providing sub-
sidized seeds and fertil-
izers, increasing the seed 
replacement rate and 
adopting innovative tech-
nologies like INM/IPM 
and micro irrigation, 
are aimed at boosting 
oil seed production from 
11.20 lakh quintal to 25.20 
lakh quintal annually, 
and productivity from 8 
quintal per Ha to 12 quin-
tal per Ha. This will also 
result in a significant 
increase in production of 
edible oils from 3.36 lakh 
quintal to 9.07 lakh quin-
tal. The project is expect-
ed to reduce the deficit 
in oil seed production by 
35% and substantially 
decrease the outflow of 
foreign exchange due to 
oilseed imports.

As part of the project, 
farmers will receive 50% 
assistance with a subsidy 
ceiling of ₹4000/- per quin-
tal for purchasing high-
yielding varieties of mus-
tard and rapeseed. Simi-
larly, 50% subsidy with 
a ceiling of ₹8000/- per 
quintal will be provided 
to beneficiaries for pro-
curing hybrid rapeseed, 
mustard, and improved 
varieties of sesame seed.

Additionally,  to 
improve the seed replace-
ment rate of oil seeds, 
50% subsidy with a ceil-
ing of ₹2500/- per quintal 
will be provided for pro-
ducing foundation and 
certified seeds to boost 
productivity and promote 
area expansion. To fur-

ther increase cultivation, 
11,200 Ha will be brought 
under cluster cultivation 
of oil seeds, with 50% 
incentives extended up 
to ₹5000/- per Ha under 
cluster demonstrations 
and up to ₹7000/- per Ha 
under front-line demon-
strations to meet all input 
costs for the cultivation 
of mustard, rapeseed, 
sesame, and linseed.

The project also 
included the provision 
of essential production 
inputs like gypsum, 
pyrite, lime, supply of 
azobacter, rhizobium, 
etc., PP chemicals, bio 
pesticides, insecticides 
and bio agents at 50% 
subsidy, up to a maxi-
mum ceiling of ₹750/- per 
Ha. As a significant boost 
to automation, 300 power-
operated spray pumps 
will be distributed at 50% 
subsidy with a maximum 
subsidy ceiling of ₹10000/- 
per unit and 180 power 
weeder/seed drill/multi-
crop planter/multi-crop 
thresher, etc., will be dis-
tributed at 50% subsidy 
with a maximum ceiling 
of ₹75000/- per unit. The 
project also envisages 
establishment of 150 bore-
wells and 150 sprinkler 
systems to upgrade the 
irrigation system.

Additionally, under 
post-harvest manage-
ment, 50% incentive will 
be provided on the estab-
lishment of 70 oil mills 
with filter press, 30 oil-
seed extractors, and two 
branding and marketing 
units.

The project is expected 
to lead to a net increase 
in the return to farmers 
by 10 to 12% and a reduc-
tion in input costs by 15 
to 20%, besides creating 
7800 jobs and 300 enter-
prises. This ambitious 
project is a significant 
step towards transform-
ing the agriculture sector 
in the UT, and its success 
will contribute towards 
overall economic growth 
of the region.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar: With spring 
spike of influenza cases 
in Kashmir valley, Doc-
tors Association Kashmir 
(DAK) on Monday attrib-
uted the surge to lower 
levels of natural immu-
nity in the population 
against flu viruses.

“People haven’t been 
exposed to influenza in 
the past two flu seasons 
due to Covid restrictions 
which has led to lower 
levels of natural immu-
nity  within the popula-
tion,” said DAK Presi-
dent and influenza expert 
Dr Nisar ul Hassan.

Dr Hassan said we see 
influenza cases every 
year during winter 
months.

But the last two sea-
sons witnessed negligible 
flu cases. The decline was 
because of Covid precau-
tions such as face mask-
ing and social distancing.

“Now that people 
are out without masks, 
travelling extensively, 
business has resumed 
and children are back to 
schools, flu has made a 
comeback,” he said.

The DAK President 
said in typical years a 
good percentage of the 
population gets infected 
with these viruses and 
builds immunity against 
the infections.

What we are seeing are 
a couple of years where 

we didn’t see infections.
“So more people are 

susceptible to these 
viruses that is causing 
spike in cases in this 
season,” he said.

Dr Nisar said flu 
viruses have a tendency 
to mutate. Small changes 
keep on happening. And 
that could be another 
reason that we have 
severe and prolonged flu 
cases in unusual time of 
this year’s flu season.

He said H3N2 flu virus 
is not new. It is the com-
monest seasonal flu virus 
and is in circulation for 
the last 55 years.

The 1968 flu pandemic 
was caused by H3N2. The 
pandemic was over in 
two years, but the virus 
became a seasonal affair, 
peaks in every winter 
causing milder illness.

“Though H3N2 virus 
is dominant, H1N1 popu-
larly called swine flu has 
been reported in signifi-
cant number of influenza 
cases in Kashmir,” he 
added.

General Secretary 
DAK Dr Arshad Ali said 
people who develop flu 
symptoms like cough, 
fever, runny nose and 
sorethroat should iso-
late themselves till their 
symptoms resolve.

“Doctors should pre-
scribe antiviral medi-
cines instead of antibi-
otics to flu patients,” he 
said.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Principal 
Secretary, Skill Devel-
opment Department 
(SDD), Dr Asgar Hassan 
S a m o o n ,  M o n d a y 
chaired a meeting to 
review progress on 
works being executed 
in Polytechnic and ITIs 
under Capex Budget/
Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes 2022-23.

Threadbare discus-
sion was held on latest 
district-wise detail 
regarding both physical 
and financial progress 
achieved on several 
works being executed 
Polytechnics and ITIs 
under CSSs and CAPEX 
Budget 2022-23.

Principal Secretary 
asked the concerned to 
accelerate the pace of 
progress on works to 
ensure timely comple-
tion with full utiliza-
tion of funds earmarked 
under Capex Budget 
2022-23. He also asked the 
concerned to submit the 
proposal for re-appropri-
ation of funds in respect 

of the works and projects 
which can be completed 
before 31st of March, 2023 
as per the instructions of 
Finance Department.

Regarding establish-
ment of Small Business 
Development Units 
(SBDUs) in various Poly-
technics and ITIs of J&K, 
Dr Samoon asked the 
officers to identify the 
space for the facility and 
ensure all arrangements 
like furniture and IT 
related equipments are 
made available there for 
effective functioning.

He also asked the offi-
cers for formulation and 
preparation of Capex 
Budget 2023-24 in time.

The meeting was 
attended by Director 
SDD, Sudershan Kumar, 
Special Secretary, SDD, 
Mohammad Ashraf 
Bhat, Financial Advi-
sor, JD Planning, DDP 
besides  all concerned 
Principals and Superin-
tendents of Government 
Polytechnics, ITIs and 
other concerned officers 
in person and through 
virtual mode.

Samoon reviews status of 
development works under 
Capex Budget, CSSs

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  A meeting 
of the Regional Transport 
Authority(RTA) was held 
under the Chairmanship of 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Srinagar, Mohammad 
Aijaz (Chairman Regional 
Transport Authority) at the 
Conference Hall of DC Office 
Complex, here on Monday.

SSP Traffic, Muzaffar 
Ahmad Shah, Regional 
Transport Officer, Kashmir, 
Syed Shahnawaz Bukhari, 
Additional District Develop-
ment Commissioner, Zahoor 
Ahmad Mir, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner, Syed 
Shabir Ahmad, Chief Plan-
ning Officer, Mohammad 
Yaseen Lone, Executive 
Engineer R&B, Ashiq Hus-
sain and other concerned 
were present at the meeting.

At the outset, a detailed 
discussion took place on 
finalization of different 
agenda points including 
giving approval of addi-
tional last mile connectivity 
routes for E-Rickshaws, con-
sideration of applications 
for fresh regular stage/con-
tract carriage permits and 
identification of space for 
operation of contract car-
riage service vehicles etc.

 The measures with 
regard to identification of 
blackspots and action plan 
to address the same also 
came under discussion 
during the meeting.

 On the occasion, the 
DC, who is the also Chair-
man of RTA Srinagar after 
having a threadbare discus-
sion accorded approval of 
55 additional hungry routes 
for operation of E-Rick-
shaw services to facilitate 
general public in Srinagar 
City, in addition to already 
approved 18 routes in the 
District.

The DC stressed that 
operation of E-Rickshaws 
be restricted on congested 
routes and should only ply 
on hungry and last mile 
connectivity routes where 
availability of public trans-
port facility is meagre to 
ensure that high traffic 
routes do not get congested 
to create a disorganized situ-
ation in the city.

The DC was informed 
that a total of 314 E-Rick-
shaws are presently operat-
ing in Srinagar to facilitate 
the general public with reli-
able and cheap transport 
services particularly on 
hungry routes including 
colonies and inner roads.

DC Srinagar 
chairs Regional Transport 
Authority (RTA) meet
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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K
ashmir valley turned 
into complete darkness 
when a young lady Arifa, 
was 'allegedly' murdered 
and chopped into pieces 

by a 45-year-old man in district 
Budgam. The lady went missing for 
days and her family thought that 
she might have gone to a relative's 
house. When Arifa didn't return, 
the family and the villagers became 
restless. FIR was lodged and Jammu 
and Kashmir Police did a great job 
by searching for the chopped body 
and catching the murderer. When 
the chopped body of this innocent 
woman reached her place it gave 
shivers in the spine. People were 
shocked and could not believe their 
eyes. They started crying and shout-
ing for justice. Arifa was an educated 
lady who worked hard to earn bread 
for the family. According to the vil-
lagers, Arifa was a kind lady. Even 
the skies begin to cry seeing her 
inside the coffin. Kashmir enjoyed 
the epitome of being the valley of 
saints. Over a period of time, seeds 
of violence have sprouted and have 
finally shown its ugly head. This 
incident is a witness that society 
is infected with the worst form of 
violence. If timely intervention is 
not taken, the whole society will 
change and it will be like the other 
places which are on the top lists for 
the crime. Our investment must 
be towards more spiritual things 
like "tolerance". Today it is Arifa, 
tomorrow it can be our daughter, 
our sister, our mother. It is shame 
that some people have gone to the 
extent of harming others. It leaves 
a wound in the hearts of everyone. 
Parents in the valley are scared to 
send their daughters outside the 
home. People can't trust each other 
from now onwards after this shame-
ful incident. Peace is consumed by 
violence. It is heartbreaking that 
this incident has taken place in our 
Valley. Strict action must be taken 
against the murderer so that people 
take lessons from it and stay away 
from such crimes. If this man is 
not given severe punishment then 
tomorrow it can be another Arifa. 
People must stand by her until she 
gets justice.

BUDGAM 
INCIDENT - 'A 

WAKE-UP CALL’

TRIBUTE TO LEGENDARY CHAMPION

HUMANITY AMID THE INSANITY

Jabeena Akhter

Book Review

HILAL BUKHARI

I
t is well known that death keeps no 
calendar. It has separated numer-
ous great legends from their great 
missions. However, death may kill 
the persons it cannot murder the 

missions they leave behind for the others 
to follow. That is why it is often said that 
the persons die but not the ideas and the 
missions they lived for. The life of those 
persons who live for their great missions 
become an inspiration for others who 
choose to follow in their ideas and foot-
steps. Such a great figure who died some 
days ago was Jabeena Akhter who was 
a resident of the Tangmarg area of the 
district Baramulla. Her death has not 
only affected the family or the locality 
she came from but the whole valley has 
lost a generous and skillful martial art 
champion whose life was an inspiration 
for many and whose skillful and artful 
lessons have taught many youths how 
to live an effective and more witty life 
in this world.

Everyone in our Tangmarg area was 
shocked when the fateful news about 
the death of a great Wushu Champion 
Jabeena Akhter reached the masses. 
Every death saddens us but the end of 
the legendary personalities has more 
lasting effects. Particularly the death 
of those who live for the great causes 
in this world causes more remorse and 
grief. The same is the case with the end 
of this popular martial art figure whose 
chief aim was to make the Wushu mar-
tial art popular in our Valley Kashmir. 
She was the first woman in the Valley to 
have mastered the sport. Coming from a 

middle-class conservative family, Jabee-
na Akhter made a marvelous career in 
martial art and kept working hard for 
nurturing and developing the talent in 
the valley for which her life is an inspira-
tion for many young girls particularly. 
She showed great skill in the sport when 
she won the bronze medal in the Inter-
national Wushu Championship held in 

Armenia in 2017. Taking her aim more 
seriously she ran her own academy for 
training the youth in Wushu martial 
arts. She had trained thousands of youth, 
particularly the girls in this self-defense 
martial art before her unfortunate death 
some days ago.

The Wushu martial art is greatly ben-
eficial for our youth, particularly the 
young girls who must be prepared for 

any unforeseen circumstances always. 
Originating in China this traditional 
martial art has gained so much popular-
ity throughout the world and is consid-
ered an important weaponless weapon 
for those who take self-defense more 
seriously. It is well-known fact that the 
importance of this type of martial art 
is increasing day by day, particularly 

for our young girls who must be able 
to face every kind of challenging situa-
tion in this world. Our girls must be able 
to defend themselves and they must be 
trained properly for that purpose. Jabee-
na Akhter's one of the main essential 
purpose was to prepare the girls particu-
larly to defend themselves and feel confi-
dent and live comfortably in our society.

Jabeena Akhter's life is, no doubt, 

an inspiration for many youths whose 
aims are to realize the dreams that kick 
their souls. Her social activism and her 
tireless work for a number of welfare 
organizations were beneficial not only 
for her own area but the whole country. 
Her coaching skill in Wushu martial arts 
has been a blessing for many youths. She 
left the world after a brief but deadly ill-

ness and we have to pray for her peaceful 
afterlife. But her mission of making the 
self-defending art of Wushu more popu-
lar among the girls particularly must 
not end with her. That shall be our real 
tribute to this legendary personality.

The author is working in Educa-
tion Department. He can be mailed 

at bukhari.hilalahmad5@gmail.com

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

M
oral values are perma-
nent beliefs and ideas 
within a person and 
reflect a preference for 
good or bad. In modern 

times many societies have increasingly 
focused on the accumulation of mate-
rial wealth, power, and status as the 
primary goal of human life. This has 
led to a narrow definition of the good 

life, where success is measured by the 
ability to accumulate material wealth, 
often at the expense of others. A narrow 
conception of the good life is leading to 
a crisis of moral values. Like the issue of 
corruption, a narrow notion of the good 
life leads to the erosion of values such as 
transparency, probity, social responsi-
bility, and honesty. Due to this, personal 
interests have been promoted in place of 
public interest. Climate change Meeting 

the never-ending human demands over 
the years has put tremendous pressure 
on the planet's resources. The planet is 
warming at an unprecedented rate, gla-
ciers are melting, and wildlife is disap-
pearing. All these calamities have arisen 
out of attachment to over-materialism.

For example, the crisis in Joshimath 
is the result of choosing economics over 
ecology or the ecosystem. It is often said 
that "unlimited power is apt to corrupt 
the minds of those who possess it". A 
recent example is that of a civil ser-
vant who cleared a sports stadium for 
dog walking and asked the athletes to 
leave. Today, if someone is asked what 
is his goal, he would say that money. 
They have the urge to do anything to 
get it. Even if it has to be accomplished 
by adopting the wrong path. Don't know 
how many such examples will be seen 
which show how much the youth have 
dropped their moral values in them-
selves. Sadly, they do not recognize 

manners, culture, and morality, nor 
are they ready to accept them. Today's 
young generation is walking like a mad 
elephant, forgetting morals and values 
and trampling everything that comes it's 
way. He is oblivious to what will happen 
whenever he falls to the ground. This 
is happening only because of a lack of 
moral values.

The great land on which great per-
sonalities like Maryada Purushottam 

Shriram and Arjuna were born. Today 
manners, morals, and values are being 
lost from the same land. Sanskar takes 
us to the heights of success. When we 
forget our ideals, culture, and purpose, 
then only failures come into our hands. 
The bitter truth is that today's youth 
do not know about values, ideals, and 
principles. If we think honestly, then 
there is no one else who is spreading 
immorality and rudeness but we are. 
We have to take steps to save them as 
well. Give good manners and education 
to your children. A child is like a blank 
paper, it is our duty to write a note of 
culture, moral values, and manners on 
that blank paper. There is still time and 
from today itself we have to take an oath 
that instead of blaming the youth, we 
should teach values, morals, and man-
ners to the children. Today the focus is 
on wealth, modern luxuries, and sensual 
pleasures, with a focus on the end rather 
than the means.

  Reasonable means are not given 
importance to achieve these means, due 
to which moral values are neglected. 
This leads to crony capitalism, scams, 
crime, and growing inequality in soci-
ety. The narrow notion of a good life, 
being against Gandhian principles, is 
leading to the Gandhian 7 Social Sins, 
which can cause serious harm to society. 
For example, black money and tax eva-
sion - a result of 'money without work', 

similarly the bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki - reflects 'science without 
humanity'. Dissatisfaction, alienation, 
disturbance, agitation, inequality, 
disharmony, anarchy, lack of ideals, 
injustice, tyranny, humiliation, failure, 
depression, instability, uncertainty, 
struggle, and violence… all these sur-
round our lives today. Communalism, 
ethnicity, linguism, regionalism, and 
violence in the individual and the soci-
ety is the responsible reason behind the 
narrow ill feelings and problems.

If the elements of morality are not suf-
ficiently available in the children's envi-
ronment, then the elements which will 
be dominant in the environment will 
become a part of life. That is why it is 
said that values are not taught, they are 
acquired. To address the crisis of moral 
values, there is a need to promote a holis-
tic vision of the good life. To find the true 
meaning of life, Buddha left his home 
and wealth. One can learn the values 

of truthfulness, righteousness, hon-
esty, and compassion from the lives of 
Raja Harishchandra, Mahatma Gandhi, 
and Dr. Kalam. Emphasizing the broad 
dimensions of moral values can ensure 
the long-term well-being of individuals 
in particular and society as a whole.

Author is a TV panelist. He can be 
mailed at writersatywansaurabh5@

gmail.com
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Will shorter, safer and 

more effective TB regimen 

reach those in need?

"Patients in India and other 
countries are falling ill with 
drug-resistant TB every day. 

We believe these patients should 
not have to wait, they need better 
treatments today – not one or few 
years down the line. We have the 
data and strong scientific evidence 
to show why shorter, safer, more 
effective regimens to treat drug 
resistant TB be scaled up pro-
grammatically” said Dr Animesh 
Sinha, Advisor for Tuberculosis at 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 
or Doctors Without Borders.

Yet, as per the Global TB 
Report 2022, currently only 92 
countries are using the shorter 
MDR-TB regimens. What is more 
appalling is that of  the 1.5 million 
MDR-TB patients to be treated 
between 2018-2022 as per targets 
set at the UN high-level meeting 
on TB - only 43% could receive any 
treatment at all till end of  2021. At 
the same time the burden of  drug-
resistant TB increased globally 
with 450,000 new cases of  rifam-
picin-resistant TB in 2021.

SHORT REGIMENS TO TREAT DRUG 
RESISTANT TB

“Results of  the TB PRACTE-
CAL clinical trial (Pragmatic 
Clinical Trial for more effective, 
less toxic MDR-TB treatment 
regimen) show that the all oral 6 
month long BPaLM (Bedaquiline, 
Pretomanid, Linezolid, and Moxi-
floxacin) regimen was found to 
be effective in 89% of  the patients 
(regardless of  their HIV status) 
with rifampicin resistant TB of  
the lungs, as compared to less 
than 60% efficacy of  the almost 
24 month long standard of  care 
regimen. Patients on BPaLM also 
had fewer side effects as com-
pared to those on standard of  

care”, said Sinha, who was among 
the experts at the 77th National 
Conference of  Tuberculosis and 
Chest Diseases (NATCON) held 
in Agra, India.

SHORT REGIMEN IS COST EFFECTIVE 
TOO

Two sub-studies were also done 
as part of  TB PRACTECAL. One 
sub-study shows that patients 
who were on shorter regimen had 
better quality of  life than those on 
standard of  care regimen.

The second sub-study shows 
that shorter regimen is economi-
cal for the patient as well as for 
the service provider. Patients on 
BPaLM had a much shorter hos-
pital stay and the period of  follow 
up, as well as investigations were 
drastically reduced, said Sinha. 
“Patients could get back to their 
lives - get back to their studies 
or jobs- much quicker than 
those who were on standard of  
care regimen. BPaLM regimen 
is shorter, effective, safer, less 
toxic and more economical for 
patients. There is no reason why 
it should not be made available 
at the earliest to everybody who 
is suffering from drug-resistant 
TB.”

BPaL REGIMEN
The ZeNix study showed that 

the all oral 6 month long BPaL 
(Bedaquiline, Pretomanid, and 
Linezolid) regimen had 89% 
treatment efficacy in people with 
extensively drug-resistant TB 
(XDR-TB) and treatment intoler-
ant or non responsive MDR-TB of  
the lungs.

“Those who do not have fluoro-
quinolone resistance can receive 
BPaLM regimen and those who 
are later found to have fluoroqui-
nolone resistance, can be given 
BPaL regimen for the rest of  their 
treatment”, explains Leena Meng-
haney of  MSF Access Campaign.

Toxicity related to Linezolid, 
one of  the medicines used in 
these regimens, is of  concern. But 
reducing the dosage and duration 
of  linezolid has made the regi-
mens more patient friendly and 
less toxic, without affecting their 
high efficacy.

“We found in TB PRACTECAL 
that linezolid was better toler-
ated in the shorter regimen arms 
compared to the standard of  care 
regimen. When Linezolid is taken 

in smaller doses for shorter 
duration it is better tolerated 
and effective,” said Sinha.

In its latest 2022 updated 
guidelines for the treatment 
of  MDR-TB, WHO 
has recom-
m e n d e d 
program-
m a t i c 
u s e 
o f  

the 
short-

er, safer and more 
effective all oral BPaLM and BPaL 
regimens in place of  the existing 
longer regimens.

The BPaL regimen has got 
approval at the technical and 
policy level and India’s Nation-
al TB Elimination Programme 
(NTEP) is in the process of  intro-
ducing it within its programme, 
said Dr KS Sachdeva, Director of  
South East Asia Regional office of  
the International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 
(The Union), and former Deputy 
Director General of  India’s Cen-
tral TB Division, Ministry of  
Health and Family Welfare, Gov-
ernment of  India.

“An ongoing ICMR study is 
evaluating the BPaL regimen in 
many centres across the country, 
including my hospital. Prelimi-
nary results are expected to be 
shared in 2024 and by 2025 we will 
have the final results to be able to 
roll out this regimen”, informed 
Dr Surya Kant, Head of  the Respi-
ratory Medicine Department at 
King George’s Medical University 
(KGMU).

Meanwhile, India is already 

using bedaquiline and delamanid 
based 9-11 months long, all oral 
regimens to treat drug-resistant 
TB. The uptake of  this shorter 
treatment regimen is fairly good 
and it is well entrenched 
i n the National 
TB E l i m i n a -

tion Pro-

gramme, said 
Dr Sachdeva.

However, he cautioned against 
doing away completely with 
the longer duration treatment. 
“MDR-TB is complex to treat and 
we have close to 10-15 drugs for it. 
We have to ensure that the patient 
is sensitive to all the drugs that 
he/she is given. If  there is a vary-
ing sensitivity pattern and they 
are sensitive to a lesser number 
of  drugs, then we have to design 
a regimen that best suits their 
clinical profile. So some MDR-TB 
patients may still need to be put 
on the longer all oral regimen, 
even after the short regimen is 
introduced. We should not do 
away with the longer regimen. 
Also, even if  there is a very small 
number of  patients who need 
injectables and are not tolerating 
the oral replacement therapy, we 
should not totally junk the inject-
able drugs and they should be 
kept in reserve. We do not want 
any patient to suffer any chron-
ic morbidity or mortality just 
because there is no option to treat 
them with other drugs”, opined Dr 
Sachdeva.

Menghaney laments that while 
we are on the cusp of  break-
through for adults with short 
oral regimens, children with TB 
have been neglected and are at 
the bottom of  hierarchy. While we 
have child friendly formulations 
of  linezolid based regimens, we do 
not have generic versions of  pae-
diatric formulations containing 
Delamanid. We have to replicate 
adult regimens for children faster. 
We cannot leave them behind.

Menghaney’s concerns are 
real and corroborated by the poor 
progress made in achieving the 
target set at the "UN high-level 
meeting on TB" of  putting 115000 
children globally on MDR-TB 
treatment during 2018-22. Only 
15% of  this target was met by 2021.

MATCH OPTIMISM WITH ACTIONS ON 
THE GROUND

India remains one of  the top 
30 high TB burden countries and 
one of  the 10 countries that have 
a high burden of  all three: TB, 
HIV-associated TB and MDR-TB 
and rifampicin-resistant TB. The 
rate at which new infections of  TB 
are declining in India every year 
is low. But the Indian government 
has promised to end TB by 2025 
- five years ahead of  the global 
target to eliminate it by 2030.

“India has set ambitious tar-
gets. Now, we need to match this 
optimism with our actions on the 
ground, so that these targets are 
reachable. Shorter regimens will 
help not just India but all coun-
tries in ending TB and delivering 
on SDGs also because we will be 
spending resources wisely as this 
regimen makes economic sense 
for the patient and service provid-
ers – which means we can treat 
and serve more patients – or use 
those resources to improve diag-
nostic coverage”, says Sinha.

Shobha Shukla is the award-
winning founding Managing 

Editor and Executive Director 
of  Citizen News Service and is 
a feminist, health and develop-
ment justice advocate. She is a 

former senior Physics faculty of  
prestigious Loreto Convent Col-

lege and current Coordinator of  
Asia Pacific Regional Media Alli-
ance for Health and Development 

(APCAT Media). Follow her on 
Twitter @shobha1shukla
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NOTICE
I Azad Ahmad Mir S/O Gulam Mohiuddin Mir, resident 
of Y.K Pora Qazigund, district Anantnag would like to 
bring your kind notice that, i have lost my Adhaar Card, 
Pan card along with identity card of Police department. 
Now, i want to apply for the duplicates of the same. 
Anybody' if having any kind of objection in this regard 
can contact on 7006395262, within 7 days of period 
from the date of publication of this notice.

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR 
BIRTHS & DEATHS BLOCK WAILOO
Sub: Application from Javaid Fayaz Wani  R/O Wailoo, 
Kralpora, regarding birth certificate of her daughter
Whereas, the births and deaths block Wailoo, has submitted 
a case file of the person namely Javaid Fayaz Wani, resident of 
Wailoo, Kralpora, Kunzer has approached the BDO Office with 
an application seeking birth certificate of her daughter Aisha, 
who born on 01-02-200 at her home as reported by concerned 
Chowkidar and Sarpanch. Now the said applicant want to apply 
for issuance of the birth certificate of her daughter. Anybody, 
if having any kind of objection in this regard may file the same 
at BDO Office Wailoo, within 4 days of period from the date of 
publication of this notice, after the passage of time no objection 
will be entertained.

AAP KI ZAMEEN AAP KI NIGRANI

Awareness programme 
regarding digitization of land 
records held in Bandipora

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: An IEC 
(awareness) programme 
regarding ULPIN and LRIS 
(Aap Ki Zameen Aap Ki 
Nigrani) was Monday held 
at Mini Secretariat, Bandi-
pora.

The programme was 
organised under the chair-
manship of  Regional 
Director Survey and Land 
Records (S&LR) North 
Kashmir, Khurshid Ahmad 
Shah in collaboration with 
District Administration 
Bandipora.

Besides ACR Parvaiz 
Rahim and Tehsildar Ban-
dipora, a huge number of  
people including PRIs, Pat-
waris, Lumberdars, chowki-
dars and other revenue 
officials participated in the 
awareness camp.

While throwing light 
on the Digital India Land 
Records Modernization 
Programme (DILRMP), the 
Regional Director S&LR 
(North Kashmir) apprised 
that under the said pro-
gramme the UT of  Jammu 
& Kashmir has achieved an 
important milestone to pro-
vide the most transparent 
and accountable services to 

the common people.
Shah said that as part of  

the programme, now the 
ULPIN is being developed 
by the government in order 
to construct an effective 
Land Information System.

He further described that 
the goal of  putting ULPIN 
in place was to improve the 
accessibility of  land related 
information and Longi-
tude/ Latitude coordinates 
of  a land parcel are used to 

identify a land parcel for 
ULPIN. ULPIN also aids 
in the prevention of  land 
related frauds.

Shah informed the audi-
ence about digitization pro-
cess and the uses and ben-
efits of  the process. Experts 
also informed the audience 
about the usage and opera-
tions of  the website.

The regional director 
said the digitized jamaban-
dis are available in 22 lan-

guages and can be accessed 
anywhere using a mobile or 
at CECs.

He said the digitization 
will further help in devel-
oping geo References and 
identifying geo coordinates 
so that it becomes easy for 
people to identify land at the 
time of  sale deeds to ensure 
transparency.

Tehsildar and other 
experts also spoke on the 
occasion wherein they pro-
vided vital information to 
the audience regarding pro-
viding of  revenue services 
to the applicants at their 
door steps.

A PPT showcasing the 
revenue services provided 
to the applicants in online 
mode was also presented 
before the public which was 
applauded and appreciated 
by the audience.

The PRIs including the 
farmers, villagers present 
in the programme posed 
several questions to clear 
their doubts.

Shah asked the audi-
ence to pass on the knowl-
edge they got during the 
programme to the people 
in their respective vil-
lages so that they are also 
benefitted.

National Deworming Day: DC B’la 

launches Deworming drive
More than 4 Lakh children to be provided De-worming Tablets: Dr Sehrish

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Dr Syed Sehrish 
Asgar Monday launched a 
deworming drive  by admin-
istering deworming tablets 
to the school children of  
High school Dewanbagh.

The programme is being 
observed across districts 
under the banner of  Nation-
al Health Mission.

Joint Director Plan-
ning, Mohammad Yousuf  
Rather, Chief  Medical offi-
cer Baramulla, Dr Bashir 
Ahmad Malik, RBSK Nodal 
Officer Dr Iqbal, DPMU 
Baramulla, Block Medical 
officer Sheeri Dr Nazir, Offi-
cers of  Health and Educa-
tion Departments besides 
students were presented in 

the function.
After inaugurating the 

drive, DC on this occa-
sion apprised about the 
target groups and men-
tioned that Deworming 
helps in improving the 
nutrition level and learn-
ing abilities of  children in 
addition to improving the 
overall health of  children. 
Deworming reduces the 
risk of  worm infections in 
children.

Dr Sehrish stressed on 
the children to maintain 
cleanliness by washing their 
hands before eating and also 
asked the teachers and offi-
cials to ensure cleanliness 
and good hygiene in and 
around the schools so that 
students do not fall ill.

The DC while highlight-
ing the significance of  the 

programme stressed for 
better coordination for 
the overall success of  the 
drive and exhorted upon 
educating people at grass-
roots level and said that 
other vulnerable sections 
should be included in the 
programme.

She also stressed on the 
health officials to create 
awareness among the stu-
dents regarding the benefits 
of  cleanliness and ensure 
that cleanliness is main-
tained in schools.

Dr Sehrish also said that 
the education department 
has a vital role in awareness 
among the children about 
hygienic lifestyle.

Moreover, the DC 
appealed to the people to 
bring their children to 
the nearest health centre 

besides Anganwadi centres 
and educational institutions 
to make the programme a 
success.

Chief  Medical Officer 
Baramulla while speaking 
on the occasion said that 
the programme was organ-
ised to create awareness 
among the masses espe-
cially children about the 
importance of  deworming 
through medication.

While addressing the 
gathering, he said that a 
target has been set to pro-
vide deworming tablets to 
more than 4 Lakh children 
of  the district including all 
dropouts and all the front 
line workers will be visiting 
house to house to deworm 
the target population of  the 
district under 1-19 years age 
group.

Awareness programme on 

Agniveer scheme of Indian Army 

recruitment held in Kupwara
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA:  Army Recruit-
ment Officer (ARO), Sri-
nagar on Monday conduct-
ed an Awareness Camp on 
Agniveer scheme at Town 
Hall Kupwara for Army 
Recruitment Rally, 2023.

Day-long awareness pro-
grame was aimed to provide 
detailed information about 
the Agniveer recruitment 
process.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Army Recruiting Offi-
cer, Colonel G. Suresh said 
that the aim of  organising 
the camp is to aware the 
aspirants of  the Kupwara 
district about the benefits 
of  recruitment in the Army 
and the new procedure to 
apply.

He interacted with the 
aspirants and students who 
came from various areas of  
the district Kupwara and 
also heard their views and 

other questions put forth by 
the aspirants.

He further stated that 
aspirants of  age group of  
17 to 21 years can get them-
selves registered on the 
website and get first hand 
appraisal of  the process of  
applying through online 
mode. He said that stu-
dents of  10+2, Graduates, 
Government ITIs, Private 
Institutions and Polytech-
nics can also apply online 
and register themselves for 
the said Army Requirement 
Rally 2023 for Agniveer 
General duty, Agniveer 
technical, Agniveer Clerk/
store keeper Technical, and 
Agniveer Tradesman.

While giving the details, 
ARO said that there is a 
good opportunity for ITI 
and polytechnic qualified 
candidates to join the Indian 
army.

"Candidates with 10+2 
exam pass in science with 

physics, chemistry, Maths 
and English with minimum 
50 percent marks and one 
year course at ITI will get 
30 marks Bonus. Candidates 
with the same qualification 
and percentage of  marks 
with two years course at ITI 
will get a 40 marks bonus. 
Similarly 10+2 exam pass 
candidates who are also 
diploma holders will get 50 
Bonus marks" ARO said.

Aspirants were given 
complete  awareness 
through a powerpoint pre-
sentation about the registra-
tion process and other rules 
related to Army Recruit-
ment Rally 2023.

On the occasion, Colonel 
G Suresh briefed the partici-
pants about the recruitment 
procedure.

"Last date for online reg-
istration is 15-3-23, Recruit-
ment rally will be held in 
the month of  June 2023 at 
High ground Anantnag" 

Col.Suresh said.
He said the first step is 

for the aspirants to register 
online and the registered 
candidates will have to 
undergo Computer-based 
CEE (Common Entrance 
Examination).

Sharing details of  the 
improvised process, the 
Colonel said the website has 
been linked with DigiLocker 
so that candidates can easily 
access their documents. 
Further, a 50% subsidy in 
registration fees is being 
provided so that aspirants 
will only have to pay Rs 250.

Chairman Kupwara 
Municipality,  Reyaz 
Ahmad Mir, Town com-
mander Kupwara,Lt. Colo-
nel Amit Mane , District 
Saink welfare officer Kup-
wara, Retired Captain Nisar 
Ahmad besides a large 
number of  students and 
local aspirants participated 
in this awareness camp.

National Deworming 
Day held in Anantnag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: National 
Deworming Day was 
Monday held in Anantnag. 
The event was inaugurat-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC) Anantnag, 
Bashir Ahmad Wani.

The inaugural event 
was held at Govt Girls High 
School, Lal Chowk Anantnag 
in which faculty, students 
and officials from district 
administration were present.

At the occasion, ADDC 
said that youth are the future 
of  the nation and public 
intervention like these will 
be critical in ensuring that 
the children are healthy and 
able contributors to nation 
building.

He talked in detail 
regarding the aim of  orga-
nizing such events and 

exhorted children to par-
ticipate in the process. He 
said that every child in the 
district will undergo the 
deworming process where 
Albendazole tablets will be 
administered to them. He 
said children between 1 – 
19 years are being covered 
under this program and it 
is an annual process.

Chief  Medical Officer 
Anantnag, Dr MY Zagoo 
who was present on the 
occasion said the day is 
being celebrated through-
out the district and chil-
dren will be given medi-
cine in all the educational 
institutions. He said that 
around 2.75 lakh children 
will be given the medicine 
in the district.

The ADDC administered 
the medicine to one of  the 
students at the school on 
the occasion.

MVD Anantnag intensifies drive 
against violators, imposes 
penalty against defaulters

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Enforce-
ment team of Motor Vehicles 
Department (MVD) Anant-
nag Monday conducted joint 
extensive enforcement and 
checking drive in collabora-
tion with Traffic police on 
various routes of the district.

The team checked more 
than 200 vehicles out of  
which 60 were challaned/
compounded under various 
Sections of  the Motor Vehi-
cles Act (MVA).

Challans were issued for 
offences like overloading in 
goods/public service vehi-
cles, plying without valid 
permit and road tax certifi-
cate, driving without license, 
seat belt and helmet etc.

During the day long drive, 
a fine amounting to Rs 80000 
is expected to be realised 

from the violators.
Many vehicles who were 

found plying without Regis-
tration numbers were court 
challaned by traffic police 
also.

Meanwhile the inspection 
team also made the people 
aware about their duties 
towards observing traffic 
norms and road safety while 
travelling. The violators 
were informed that similar 
checking drives would con-
tinue in the coming days and 
asked them to strictly adhere 
to traffic norms to avoid any 
further strict action by the 
department.

The drive was conducted 
under the supervision of  
ARTO Anantnag Dr Moham-
mad Zubair Lattoo and was 
assisted by Motor Vehicle 
Inspector of  MVD depart-
ment and traffic department.

Extension lecture on ‘Antiquity 
of Glaciation in Western 
Himalaya’ organised at Amar 
Singh College

DC G'bl launches Mega 
Plantation drive under 
‘Har Gaon Haryali’
52200 Plants to be planted at over 
400 identified clusters in district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Shyambir Monday 
launched a mega plantation 
drive by planting plant sap-
lings in the lawns of  Mini 
Secretariat, Ganderbal.

On the occasion, plants 
were also distributed to the 
Panchayats of  the district. 
Around 200 plants are to be 
planted in each of  the 126 
panchayats of  the district 
during the drive which shall 
extend till 31st March, 2023.

Under the aegis of  Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav, and 
‘J&K Green Drive’ initiative 
and in line with implementa-
tion of  District Environmen-
tal Plan, District Adminis-
tration Ganderbal is con-
ducting a Pan-District Mega 

Plantation drive for planting 
52200 plants at more than 400 
pre-identified clusters in the 
district, commencing today 
under "Har Gaon Haryali" 
programme of  J&K Forest 
Department in convergence 
with MGNREGA.

On the occasion, the DC 
said that the campaign has 
been started with the pur-
pose to increase the green 
cover in the district which 
shall continue in all pan-
chayats of  the district to 
cover open spaces especial-
ly in education institutions 
and other under the flag-
ship programme "Har Ghar 
Haryali".

He sought the coopera-
tion of  the locals and PRIs 
in protection and conserva-
tion of  green cover in the 
district.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:  An extension 
lecture under ‘India’s lead-
ership in G20 Summit 2023’ 
covered under Sustainable 
Development Goals themed 
‘Methodology adopted to 
participate in mitigation 
of  Climate change’ was 
organized by Post Gradu-
ate Department of  Geogra-
phy, Amar Singh College 
Srinagar.

The programme was 
held at Taseer Hall where 
chief  guest Prof. Milap 
Chand Sharma, Profes-
sor of  Geomorphology at 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity delivered a lecture on 
“Antiquity of  Glaciation in 
Western Himalaya”.

The expert gave an 
insight over Glaciation in 
western Himalayas espe-
cially Himachal with focus 
on timing of  Glaciation and 
de-glaciation. He highlight-
ed the role of  anthropo-
genic activities and natural 
process in glacial recession.

At the beginning Prof. 
Bashir Ahmad Rather, 
Principal Amar Singh Col-
lege introduced and wel-
comed the Guest.

The Programme was 
attended by students and 
faculty of  Geography, Geol-
ogy, Environmental Science, 
Public Administration and 
other allied discipline.

At the end, Prof. Milap 
answered the queries of  fac-
ulty and students in detail.

Meeting on Drug 
De-addiction held at 
Environment Hall Handwara

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: A meeting on 
Drug de addiction was held 
Monday at Environment 
Hall Handwara.

The meeting was orga-
nized as part of  series of  
activities being conducted 
by the District Administra-
tion from 2 March to 21st 
March on the theme ‘Nasha 
Mukt Bharat –Crusade 
against Narco Terrorism’, 
in the district.

The meeting was attend-
ed by PRI members, teach-
ers and parents from block 
Rajwar, Handwara and 
other adjoining blocks.

Resource persons from 
Health, Education, Social 
welfare and other depart-
ments participated in the 
meeting and spoke on dif-
ferent issues associated 
with substance use and 
highlighted importance of  
community level interven-
tion involving PRIs, par-
ents, teachers and other 
related people for effective 
redressal of  the issue.

The second phase of  the 
programme will be held 
tomorrow at the same venue 
as per schedule for par-
ticipants of  block Ramhall, 
Tarthpora, Redi Chokibal, 
Meelyal and Kralpora.

B’pora Admin to organise 
Awareness programme 
regarding Army recruitment

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The District Administration Bandipora is going to 
organise an awareness workshop regarding recruitment in the Indian 
Army under Agnipath scheme.

Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Bandipora, Waseem Raja 
informed that an awareness programme in this regard shall be held 
at conference hall of Mini Secretariat today, for the upcoming Army 
Recruitment rally at Anantnag High Ground in June 2023.

He said during the programme, the eligible unmarried male aspi-
rants will be informed about the recruitment process of Agniveers 
under Agnipath scheme.
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India holding G20 presidency matter 
of pride for South Asia, including 
Bhutan: Bhutanese minister

19 students with disabilities 

get scholarships

New hopes emerge for the people of Tibet in the changing world

BHUTAN: Bhutan's Minis-
ter for Home and Cultural 
Affairs, H.E. Ugyen Dorji 
said that India holding the 
G20 presidency is a matter of  
pride for the whole of  South 
Asia, including Bhutan, The 
Bhutan Live reported on 
Sunday. The minister made 
the remarks while inaugu-
rating the cultural evening 
on the eve of  the fourth 
Y-20 consultation meeting 
in Pune. Y20 is a forum for 
youth from all G20 member 
countries to hold dialogue 
over various issues.

According to The Bhutan 
Live, India and Bhutan 
share a special bilateral 
relationship. Bhutan has 
the most significant share 
of  the allocated budget 
for the Ministry of  Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) under 
Grants and Loans to For-
eign Governments. Bhutan 
under the budgetary plans 
will receive 2,400.58 crores 
out of  which 1,632.24 crores 
will be a "grant" and 768.34 
crores will be a part of  a 
"loan". Bhutan will receive 
financial assistance from 
India for a number of  
development projects in the 
fields of  health, digitisation 
and other sectors.

The 5th Bhutan-India 
Small Development Proj-
ect (SDP)/High Impact 
Community Development 
Project (HICDP) Committee 
meeting between the Royal 
Government of  Bhutan and 
the Government of  India 

for the 12th Five Year Plan 
(FYP) was held in Thimphu 
on February 28.

The Committee reviewed 
the progress of  524 Projects 
being implemented across 20 
Dzongkhags and 4 Thromdes 
in Bhutan and approved Rs 
850 Crore for local govern-
ments in areas such as water 
supply, urban infrastruc-
ture, agricultural roads, 
irrigation channels, bridg-
es, health and education 
infrastructure. India also 
extended initial grant assis-
tance of  100 Crore towards 
the Gyalsung Project to help 
Bhutan's youth participate in 
nation-building.

The grant was handed 
over by the Indian Ambas-
sador to Bhutan Sudhakar 

Dalela in a special ceremo-
ny. India under its 'Neigh-
bourhood First Policy', is 
expected to continue its 
development assistance 
partnership with Bhutan as 
Thimpu shall keep growing 
its development agenda.

According to The Bhutan 
Live, India while holding the 
G20 presidency will keep 
pushing the agendas that 
matter to the developing 
countries. Reforming inter-
national institutions, health, 
education, gender, climate 
and environment are issues 
that need attention. Since 
India's foreign policy has 
always highlighted its 'neigh-
bourhood first' policy, it will 
make the most of  the G20 
presidency to push forward 

agendas while keeping the 
larger interest of  the region 
in mind.

India's growing startup 
ecosystem benefits Bhutan 
as it will provide more 
opportunities for budding 
entrepreneurs to learn 
from experienced business 
people through the Bhutan-
India Startup Summit, The 
Bhutan Live reported. In 
recent years, the Indian gov-
ernment has been actively 
engaging with Bhutan to 
connect the startup ecosys-
tems of  the two countries. 
In the last week of February 
2020, the Indian Embassy 
organized the first-ever Bhu-
tan-India Startup Summit in 
Thimphu. (MILAP NEWS 
NETWORK)

NAGALAND: Indus 
Towers and Shishu Sarothi 
awarded scholarships to 19 
students with disabilities 
from Nagaland during an 
orientation programme 
on March 7 at Japfu Hotel, 
Kohima.

A press release by Naga-
land State Disability Forum 
(NSDF) informed that the 
scholarships was awarded 
under Indus Towers Schol-
arship Program for stu-
dents with disabilities 2022-
23, a CSR initiative of  Indus 
Towers Ltd., being imple-
mented by Shishu Sarothi. 
In her address, program 
manager, Indus Towers 
Scholarship Program (NE 
Region), Shishu Sarothi, 
Seema Jangid gave a back-
ground of  the education 
scenario of  children with 
disabilities. She expressed 
her deep appreciation to 
Indus Towers for support-
ing the education of  youth 
with disabilities, which was 

like a key to open doors for 
employment opportuni-
ties and empowerment of  
people with disabilities.

She thanked the office 
of  the State Commissioner 
for Persons with Disabili-
ties for the constant sup-
port in reaching out to 
deserving students and 
Nagaland State Disability 
Forum for their assistance 
and support towards imple-
mentation of  the program 
as partners and point of  
coordination for the state 
of  Nagaland.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rajender Gurung, 
Circle CEO, NE Assam, 
Indus Towers wished all the 
scholars a bright future and 
encouraged them, saying 
that nothing was impossible, 
with the right intent and a 
“never say die” attitude.

State Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities, 
government of  Nagaland, 
Diethono Nakhro encour-

aged the student scholars 
and urged the students to 
make the most of  these 
opportunities. She recount-
ed the impact of  the schol-
arship program since its 
inception in 2016 and how 
it has helped students in 
the region to build a secure 
career for themselves, con-
gratulating Shishu Sarothi 
and Indus Towers Ltd for 
the same.

Chief  guest of  the pro-
gramme, director, social 
welfare department, gov-
ernment of  Nagaland, 
Tosheli Zhimomi congrat-
ulated the scholars from 
Nagaland and asked them 
to take up the given oppor-
tunities, and make the most 
of  the scholarship. She com-
mended Indus Towers Ltd 
for the noble initiative and 
the seamless implemen-
tation of  the scholarship 
program by Shishu Sarothi 
for supporting education 
of  people with disabilities, 

as a part of  Indus’s CSR 
initiative. She also appreci-
ated NSDF for coordinating 
the scholarship program in 
Nagaland.

The felicitation ceremo-
ny of  the selected scholars 
was followed by an induc-
tion to orient the students 
about accessing the scholar-
ship through the portal and 
information related thereto. 
Meanwhile, the release 
mentioned that the schol-
arships was being offered 
to 180 students in 2022-23 
across India towards aca-
demics, professional and 
coaching for employment-
oriented examinations.

Of  these, 162 are from 
the northeast region and 
18 slots are reserved for 
students with disabilities 
from outside the north-
east, but who are studying 
in government recognized 
institutions of  national 
importance in the country.
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

NEW DELHI: Tibet experts 
from a cross-section of  countries 
see signs of  hope for the colo-
nized people of  Tibet and other 
countries, occupied by China, in 
the ever-increasing nationalist 
rhetoric by the Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) who are 
now struggling to keep their 
hold over China’s ruling system.

In an international webinar, 
held on the eve of  the 64th anni-
versary of  the Tibetan people’s 
uprising against Chinese colo-
nial rule over Tibet, they saw 
a big hope in the continuing 
expression of  resistance against 
Chinese rule among the Tibetan 
population living under the Chi-
nese rule, Phayul reported.

The webinar was organized 
jointly by the Centre for Hima-
layan Asia Studies and Engage-
ment (CHASE) and Tibetan Youth 
Congress (TYC) and the topic of  
discussion was “Hopes and Pos-
sibilities for a Free Tibet in the 
Present International Scenario.”

The expert speakers includ-
ed Pierre Antoine Donnet, an 
internationally acclaimed China 
expert, author and journalist who 
has had a long stint in Beijing as 
a correspondent for the French 
news agency AFP. He joined from 
Paris. Another speaker was Kai 
Mueller who is the Executive 
Director of  the International 
Campaign for Tibet (ICT), in Ger-
many and joined in from Berlin, 
Phayul reported.

Eleanor Byrne-Rosengren, a 
member of  the Steering Commit-

tee of  the International Tibet Net-
work (ITN) joined from London. 
The fourth speaker was Lhag-
yari Namgyal Dolkar, an elected 
Member of  the Tibetan Parlia-
ment in exile. Prof (Ms) Aaayushi 
Ketkar of  the Special Centre for 
National Security Studies at JNU 
and a scholar in international 
relations and security matters 
handled the question-answer 
session of  the webinar whereas 
Tenzin Lhamo, the Information 
Secretary of  TYC presented her 
concluding remarks and vote of  
Thanks. Vijay Kranti, a veteran 
Tibetologist and Chairman of  
CHASE moderated the webinar.

The experts took note of  the 
pan-Tibet anti-China protests of  
2008; the Tibetan people’s deep 
reverence for Dalai Lama despite 
his six-decade-long absence; the 
unending spate of  unfortunate 
self-immolations; and public and 
individual protests frequently 
happening across Tibet. They 
termed these elements as a clear 
indication of  the spirit of  free-
dom remaining alive among the 
Tibetan people despite the rigid 
controls of  China on their lives, 
Phayul reported.

In her presentation, Lhagyari 
underlined the significance of  
the 10th March in the ongoing 
history of  the Tibetan freedom 
movement. She said, “This day 
is not only a day for expression 
of  Tibetan people’s collective 
voice for a free and independent 
Tibet, but it is also to draw the 
world’s attention to the occupa-
tion of  other colonies of  China 

like East Turkistan, Southern 
Mongolia and Hong Kong.

Our struggle is for the cause 
of  entire humanity,” she said. 
She recalled how China’s Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) has 
killed more than a million Tibet-
ans to fortify its occupation of  
Tibet. Asserting that Tibet has 
been a free and independent 
country throughout history 
she said that China is trying to 
manipulate and rewrite history 
to assert its claims over Tibet.

Referring to the unabated 
spirit of  the Tibetan people to 
regain their independence from 
China, Lhagyari drew the atten-
tion of  the world community to 
the new campaign of  President 
Xi Jinping and the Chinese Com-
munist Party under which hun-
dreds of  thousands of  Tibetan 

children are being taken away 
from their families to be forc-
ibly kept in the CCP schools to 
brainwash them in the Commu-
nist ideology and to wean them 
away from their cultural iden-
tity, Phayul reported.

Pierre Antoine Donnet, who 
has a long experience in watch-
ing political developments in 
China, said that although the 
CCP has achieved strong con-
trol over China and appears to 
remain in power for a long time, 
still the Chinese communist 
bosses are  quite nervous today 
because of  rising opposition and 
resentment among the Chinese 
population. He said that after the 
historic democratic uprising of  
Chinese youths against the com-
munist regime in 1989 this was the 
first time that the Chinese people 

stood up against the communist 
leadership and the CCP for their 
poor handling of  Covid-19.

 “There were demonstrations 
in more than 20 cities in which 
thousands of  Chinese youths 
openly demanded the resignation 
of  President Xi and replacing the 
communist rule with a democrat-
ic one. This is a very significant 
development,” he said.

Donnet underlined the ner-
vousness among the Chinese 
communist leadership, espe-
cially President Xi. “This ner-
vousness became evident from 
the sudden U-turn on Covid con-
trols,” he said. He also referred 
to the speeches of  President Xi 
and his new PM at the latest 
meeting of  the Parliament. 
“Both Xi and his new Prime 
Minister devoted a long time to 

criticizing and accusing Ameri-
ca and western countries.

They looked nervous because 
they are finding that more 
and more countries are join-
ing hands against China.” He 
observed that the freedom move-
ments both in Tibet and Xinjiang 
are gaining momentum. “The 
international awareness about 
the real situation in Tibet and 
Xinjiang is increasing among 
the world community which is 
a good sign for both,” he added.

Kai Mueller expressed concern 
over China’s role in the ongoing 
Ukraine war. He pointed out that 
more and more western coun-
tries now realize that China is 
becoming a close ally of  Russia 
and cannot be relied upon for 
conducting any honest negotia-
tions with Russia to bring truce 
and peace in this war. “World is 
now realizing China’s increasing 
attempts in the United Nations, 
especially in the UN Human 
Rights Council where it is con-
tinuously attempting to under-
mine definitions, standards and 
processes of  acknowledged and 
well-established UN Rights mech-
anisms,” he said.

Talking about the takeaway 
of  the Ukraine war for the Tibet-
an people he said, “The issue of  
near total dependence on one 
source for energy has become 
quite evident among the west-
ern countries during the ongo-
ing Ukraine war. This might 
now lead to the decoupling and 
diversification of  trade with 
China. If  this happens then we 

can hope for a lesser influence of  
the western corporates over the 
foreign policy of  their respective 
governments about China. And 
this will surely lead to a better 
realization and understanding 
of  western governments on the 
Tibetan and the Uyghur cause.”

Eleanor Byrne-Rosengren, an 
old hand at developing strate-
gies in the Tibetan campaign, 
reflected a hopeful scenario on 
the issue of  Tibet as she finds a 
noticeable change and realiza-
tion about China in many coun-
tries, especially in the UK. She 
said that the government and the 
people of  the UK are waking up 
to their vulnerability to Chinese 
spying and surveillance through 
China-made CCTV cameras and 
other equipment. “Just like we 
have been using asbestos in our 
homes and buildings without 
realizing its dangerous impact 
on our health, we are now 
waking up to the danger posed 
by the Chinese CCTV cameras 
and other Chinese equipment.

But the UK is not the only 
country which is becoming 
aware of  this danger from 
China. There are many other 
countries like Australia and 
USA that are rising up to this 
challenge. And all this will lead 
to a better understanding of  the 
situation of  the people of  Tibet, 
” she added. She pointed out the 
naive belief  of  many countries 
that more trade with China 
will bring more democratic 
and political change in China. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

Police thrash journalists to 

record statements in Pakistan

Overseas Pakistan Christian Association protests against rights violation

ISLAMABAD: Setting aside 
a petition seeking the regis-
tration of  a separate first 
information report (FIR) 
against police for manhan-
dling journalists outside the 
Islamabad High Court on 
February 28, a district and 
sessions court in the capital 
Saturday ordered to record 
the statements of  the media 
persons in the terror case 
already filed in connection 
with the incident, Geo News 
reported.

The police thrashed 
the journalists during 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  
(PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan’s appearance before 
the Islamabad courts in 
multiple cases, includ-
ing attempted murder, 
prohibited funding, and 
Toshakhana, on the last 
day of  the previous month.

Geo News reported that 
as the PTI leader arrived at 
the judicial complex, many 

PTI workers entered the 
building by knocking its gate 
down. Security arrange-
ments at Sector G-11 of  the 
judicial complex were dis-
rupted as the PTI workers 
removed all barriers.

Saqib Bashir, a jour-
nalist, moved the court to 
register a criminal case 
against the police under 
the relevant provisions con-
tending that he had filed an 
application with the police, 
but it did not bear fruit.

On February 28, the 
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) Police registered 
a terrorism case for alleged 

vandalism, riot, and sabo-
tage at the capital’s judicial 
complex during the PTI 
chairman’s appearance 
before different courts in 
connection with multiple 
lawsuits filed against him.

During the course of  
proceedings, the journal-
ist’s counsel argued that 
his client has no concern 
whatsoever with the protes-
tors of  the political party or 
the acts done by them and 
the incident that took place 
with him is distinguishable 
for which a separate FIR 
may be lodged.

The court, however, stated 
that a second FIR is not 
permissible in view of  the 
Supreme Court’s judgment.

In his verdict, Additional 
District and Sessions Judge 
Tahir Abbas Sipra ordered 
to record the statements 
of  the petitioner and other 
journalists in the terror case. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

NETHERLANDS: The 
Overseas Pakistan Chris-
tian Association (OPCA) on 
Wednesday, the occasion of  
International Women's Day, 
organised a protest in the 
Netherlands over the viola-
tion of  the rights of  Chris-
tian women and girls in 
Pakistan. According to the 
Netherlands based human 
rights organisation Global 
Human Rights Defence 
(GHRD), a group of close to 
102 protestors gathered at 
Plein 1813 outside the Paki-
stan Ambassador's residence 
at 13:00 pm and a protester 
started by explaining the 
thought behind the protest.

The protest was covered by 
the GHRTV crew. It included 
a live stream of  the event, 
along with videos and pic-
tures. According to GHRD, 
the occasion of  International 
Women's Day was chosen to 
convey the terrible condition 
of  minority women and girls 
in Pakistan, to the Pakistan 
government, and the Dutch 
parliament and also to send 

the message across to the rest 
of  the world.

They displayed various 
banners reading 'Women's 
Rights are Human Rights', 
'I'm a Child, not a Bride', 'Stop 
forced conversions of  minor 
girls in Pakistan' and 'Stop 
forced conversion of  Minori-
ties in Pakistan'.

The protestors then 
marched towards the Pakistan 
Embassy chanting slogans; 
"Stop forced conversions", 
"We want justice", and "Save 
our Daughters". They then 
gathered outside the Pakistan 
Embassy and continued chant-
ing the above slogans and also 
said that they want freedom 
everywhere, in cities, villages, 
schools, colleges and all walks 
of  life-that minorities should 
enjoy equal rights as any other 
Pakistan resident and not have 
to live in constant fear.

A protestor said that they 
were the voice of  all the 
Christian and other minority 
women and girls in Pakistan 
who are being terrorized and 
are unable to live a normal 

life there. He said that this 
was not their first time pro-
testing and that they had 
organized several such pro-
tests in Pakistan and other 
places and would continue 
to do so till their voices were 
heard by the Ambassador of  
Pakistan and conveyed to the 
Pakistan government.

He appealed to the Ambas-
sador saying "Is it a crime to 
be a minority in Pakistan?" 
"Are our daughters and sis-
ters criminals who can be 
subject to rape, abductions 
and forced conversions? 
"He said all such perpetra-
tors should be caught and 

punished and till justice 
was not done, such protests 
would continue. Stories and 
thoughts on the forced con-
versions were shared by a 
number of  protestors.

They shared how young 
minor girls aged 12-14 years 
were abducted and forc-
ibly married to much older 
Muslim men. Once they were 
converted to Islam, very 
often people claimed that 
it was done with their con-
sent. They, however, argued 
that it was more out of  fear 
than consent, as an under-
age minor was not capable 
of making such life-changing 

decisions by themselves.
The protestors then 

marched towards the Dutch 
Parliament and the OPCA 
President Wilson along 
with three other associa-
tion members went with the 
petition to meet Stieneke van 
Der Graaf, a Member of  the 
House of  Representatives of  
the Christian Union in the 
Netherlands. The remaining 
protestors stood outside the 
building and continued with 
the protests and appealed to 
the Pakistan government to 
help every Christian girl and 
woman in Pakistan, especial-
ly working women who also 
faced discrimination at work.

 MEP Stieneke van Der 
Graaf  promised that she 
would raise her voice in the 
parliament and also ask the 
Dutch government to act with 
the EU against Pakistan, for 
trade and protecting minori-
ties in Pakistan. The protest 
then dispersed outside the 
Dutch Parliament at 1500 
hours, according to GHRD. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)
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We're building AI for 
governance, commercial 
use, deep capabilities: 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister of  State for Electron-
ics and IT, Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar, on Monday 
broadly outlined the Indi-
aAI programme and how it 
will help the country build 
world-class platforms, solu-
tions and tools to not only 
solve local issues but also 
help the world.

Reiterating that artificial 
intelligence (AI) is a "kinetic 
enabler" of  the digital econ-
omy, Chandrasekhar said 
that India is building AI in a 
way that is beyond ChatGPT 
which has made conversa-
tions via AI a fashionable 
thing for the masses.

"We aim to build commer-

cially deployable AI plat-
forms and solutions, devel-
oped by a vibrant startup 
ecosystem in the country 
which is our primary goal," 
the minister said during 
a dialogue at the Vigyan 
Bhawan here.

Next goal is to build AI for 
India, as envisioned by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

"We are building Indi-
anised AI tools. Further 
improving governance via 
the India Stack has a key 
goal for us," said Chan-
drasekhar.

The third important area 
is to develop deep capabil-
ity building and world-lead-
ing capabilities in AI with 
the help from the "Indian 
academia, startups, tech 

companies, government 
research labs and institu-
tions," he stressed.

According to PM Modi, 
we needs to make AI work 
for India.

Chandrasekhar said that 
IndiaAI is being designed 
exactly the way "we designed 
the semiconductor policy, 
with slow and steady steps".

India aims to become a 
global powerhouse of  AI 
which does not just stop on 
integrating foreign chatbots 
but building next-gener-
ation of  AI-based innova-
tions to empower billions 
of  citizens.

"AI will certainly trans-
form the digital economy 
and grow the business econ-
omy in the country. It will 

help build more use cases 
via the India stack -- like 
Aadhaar, Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI), DigiLocker, 
CoWIN and more.

The government, in the 
Union Budget for FY24, 
announced to open three 
centres of  excellence for 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
at the top educational 
institutions, for realising 
the vision of  "Make AI in 
India" and "Make AI Work 
for India".

According to Chan-
drasekhar, the government 
is expanding the IndiaAI ini-
tiative in partnership with 
homegrown tech companies, 
startups and academic insti-
tutions under a comprehen-
sive AI programme. 

Nokia join hands with Netplus to 

deliver broadband services in India
UNI

NEW DELHI:  Nokia on 
Monday announced that it 
has entered into a partner-
ship with Netplus Broad-
band, an Internet Service 
Provider (ISP) in India, to 
supply its Multi-Access 
Gateway Broadband Net-
work Gateway (BNG) 
application for access man-
agement, hosted on the 
FP5-based 7750 SR, and the 
7250 IXR, which provides 
high-density aggregation, 
to scale Netplus’ broad-
band services throughout 
Northern India. Netplus has 
operations spread across 
400 plus cities and towns in 
several states in Northern 
India, Punjab being the big-
gest area of  operation.

The 7750 SR is based on 
Nokia’s industry leading 
FP5 silicon, which helps 
enable world-class broad-

band services with highly 
scalable subscriber man-
agement, granular band-
width management and 
per-subscriber policy con-
trol, as well as deterministic 
performance and a 75 per-
cent reduction in power con-
sumption over FP4 silicon.

In addition, Netplus 
will also deploy Nokia’s 
7750 SR Extended Services 
Appliance (ESA) to scale 
support of  Carrier Grade 
Network Address Transla-
tion (CGNAT), helping it 
solve the challenges faced 

by increasing demand for 
connected endpoints.

Netplus will be partner-
ing with Nokia’s IP Net-
works services team to 
support the deployment 
of  the Nokia products and 
applications to deliver the 
new, quad-play residential 
broadband services to its 
subscriber base of  one mil-
lion plus across the state of  
Punjab.

Arshdeep Singh Mundi, 
Executive Director at Net-
plus said, “Our partnership 
with Nokia will help us 

achieve our goals of  a world-
class broadband experience 
for our customers and last-
mile broadband expansion 
with the benefit of  added 
capacity. The expanded cov-
erage will leverage Nokia’s 
state of  the art broadband 
access infrastructure and 
help Netplus cater to our 
customers’ increasing 
demand, helping drive the 
Digital India vision.”

Vach Kompella, Vice 
President, IP Networks Divi-
sion at Nokia said, “We’re 
pleased to partner with Net-
plus to supply our industry-
leading IP products. Our 
Multi-Access Gateway BNG, 
hosted on our 7750 SR plat-
form, and 7250 IXR offers a 
scalable and high-capacity 
infrastructure to enable 
ISPs like Netplus to build a 
foundation for rapid broad-
band access growth across 
India.”

Hyundai signs Term Sheet for potential purchase 
of GM India Talegaon Plant assets

UNI

GURUGRAM: Hyun-
dai Motor India Lim-
ited (HMIL)on Monday 
signed a ‘Term Sheet’ 
for the potential acqui-
sition of  identified 
assets related to Gener-
al Motors India, Talega-
on Plant, Maharashtra.

The Term Sheet 
covers the proposed 
acquisition of  (i) Land 
& Buildings and (ii) 
Certain machinery and 

equipment for manu-
facturing situated at 
General Motors India, 
Talegaon Plant. The 
proposed acquisition 
is subject to the sign-
ing of  the ‘Definitive 
Asset Purchase Agree-
ment’ and fulfillment 
of  conditions precedent 
and receipt of  regula-
tory approvals from 
relevant Government 
Authorities and all the 
stakeholders related to 
the acquisition.

Blaupunkt launches new gaming 

soundbar in India
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: German consumer 
electronics giant Blaupunkt on 
Monday launched a new gaming 
soundbar  "SBA25" in India.

Priced at Rs 1,899, the new 
soundbar comes available in 
black colour and is avail-
able to purchase online.

The SBA25 gaming 
soundbar boasts 25 
Watt that delivers a 
power-packed package 
of  thumping bass and 
crisp audio for gamers, said the 
company.

Moreover, it also offers deep bass, 
pristine high and mid frequencies 
produced by Dual Passive Radiators.

The speakers on the soundbar 
are positioned towards the players 

and are flat while in use, enhancing 
immersion and the quality of  the 
overall experience for the players.

The soundbar comes packed with 
a massive 2000mAh battery with 
TurboVolt charging that provides 
hours of  playtime.

Fur-

ther, the 
company mentioned 
that the build quality and reliabil-
ity of  the product are of  the highest 
order.

In addition, each speaker of  the 

soundbar comes surrounded by 
dynamic RGB lights that pulse and 
throb to produce the ideal ambience.

The soundbar comes with the 
latest version of  Bluetooth that 
covers a wide range, also the SBA25 
gaming comes loaded with AUX IN, 
USB IN, Bluetooth, FM and TWS.

Mirae asset mutual fund 
launches Mirae Asset Nifty 
100 low volatility 30 ETF

Coal imports see 25% fall in 
last 3 years as India aims to 
enhance domestic production

UNI

MUMBAI:  Mirae Asset 
Mutual Fund on Monday 
said it has launched Mirae 
Asset Nifty 100 Low Vola-
tility 30 ETF.

The New Fund Offer 
(NFO) opens on March 
13th, 2023, and closes on 
March 21st, 2023.

The scheme reopens 
for continuous sale and 
repurchase on March 
27, 2023. The fund will 
be managed by the fund 
manager, Ms. Ekta Gala of  
Mirae Asset Mutual Fund. 
During the NFO, an inves-
tor can invest a minimum 
of  Rs 5,000 or any quantum 
above that in multiples of  
Re.1 Nifty100 Low Volatil-
ity 30 Index is a Smart Beta 
ETF that aims to measure 
the performance of  the low 
volatile securities in the 
large market capitalization 
segment. Smart Beta ETFs 
aim to potentially combine 
the benefits of  both active 
and passive investing.

Smart Beta ETFs are 

gaining popularity across 
the globe as they kind of  
have the potential to gener-
ate alpha by using different 
factors.

Siddharth Srivastava, 
Head - ETF Product & 
Fund Manager, Mirae 
Asset Investment Manag-
ers (India) Pvt. Ltd. said, 
''Smart beta strategies typi-
cally capture factor expo-
sures using systematic, 
rules-based approaches 
cost-effectively. Nifty 100 
Low Volatility 30 Index 
aims to generate better 
risk-adjusted return over 
a longer horizon and pro-
vides alternate sectorial 
exposure. This fund may 
be used by investors who 
are cautious about portfo-
lio volatility, and downside 
risk and are keen to gener-
ate long-term wealth with 
relatively lower risk.''

In times of  uncertainty 
in the markets like these, 
low volatility ETFs may 
be considered for invest-
ments. further explained 
Srivastava.

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Coal 
imports have seen a 25 per 
cent fall in the last three 
years as India strives to 
increase domestic produc-
tion and reduce depen-
dence on imports, despite 
the fact that owing to global 
geopolitical turmoil which 
has put a strain on supply 
chains, it, along with other 
nations, has been forced to 
enhance its dependence 
on the dry fuel instead of  
moving to greener sources 
of  energy.

T h e  g ove r n m e n t 
imported 248.54 million 
tonnes of  coal in 2019-20, 
which has come down by 
25 per cent to 186.06 million 
tonnes in the current fiscal 
of  2022-23 (till December 
2022), according to Coal 
Ministry data.

In fact, coal imports 
have gradually come down 
since 2019-20, as in 2020-21, 
it was 215.25 million tonnes 
while in 2021-22, it further 
came down to 208.93 million 
tonnes. In 2022-23, it further 
slid below the 200 million 
tonnes mark to 186 million 

tonnes till December 2022.
In 2018-19, India's coal 

imports stood at 235.35 mil-
lion tonnes and had risen 
to 248.54 million tonnes 
in 2019-20, a rise of  5.6 per 
cent. However since 2019-
20 till the current fiscal, 
imports have been follow-
ing a downward trajectory.

Though India imports 
coal from several countries 
like Australia, Canada, 
China, Mozambique, 
Russia, South Africa, New 
Zealand and the US, its 
bulk of  imports are from 
Indonesia.

Mindful of  the fact that 
due to the Russia-Ukraine 
war impacting supply 
chains of  green fuels, it 
has to depend on coal, 
India is aiming to improve 
its domestic production of  
dry fuel and plans to pro-
duce 911 million tonnes in 
the current fiscal, in order 
to reduce dependence on 
imported coal.

Government plans to 
enhance production of  
coal to 1,012 billion tonnes 
in 2023-24 and further 
increase it to 1.3 billion 
tonnes in 2025-26.

Tata Consultancy Services enters Forbes' list of 'America's Best Large Employers'
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Software 
major Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) on Monday 
said that it has been named 
to the Forbes annual list 
of  "America's Best Large 
Employers".

This recognition is 
based on an independent 
survey of  45,000 employ-
ees working for American 
companies with more than 
1,000 employees.

"TCS has focused on 
creating an employee-
friendly workplace that 
fosters innovation and 
empowers people to grow 
both personally and pro-
fessionally," Suresh Muth-
uswami, Chairman, TCS 
North America, said in a 

statement.
"We will continue to 

invest in our people and cul-
ture to ensure TCS remains 
one of  the best employers 
in the US and around the 
world," he added.

Moreover, the company 
said that TCS is one of  the 
largest recruiters in the US 
in the IT services industry, 
and has hired more than 
21,000 people over the last 
three years.

Its diverse and engaged 
workforce of  more than 45,000 
people across the US, col-
laborates with global teams 
to help customers innovate, 
transform, and grow.

The company further 
mentioned that TCS has 
become a top employer 
and set the industry stan- dard for talent retention by consistently investing in building talent across 

the company through pro-
fessional development ini-
tiatives and digital skills 
programmes.

TCS is consistently rec-
ognised by the foremost 
authorities of  corporate 
reputation in the US.

In 2023, Fortune Maga-
zine recognised TCS as 
one of  the world's most 
admired companies.

CareerBliss named TCS 
one of  the 50 Happiest Com-
panies of  2023.

In addition to being 
lauded by the Top Employ-
ers Institute for building 
a diverse workforce and 
nurturing the next genera-
tion of  technology talent, 
Forbes ranked TCS among 
the Best Employers in New 
York for 2022. 

Samsung Galaxy F14 5G to launch in 
India next week under Rs 15K

Microsoft working on Windows 11's new File Explorer feature
SAN FRANCISCO: Micro-
soft is reportedly develop-
ing a new gallery view for 
Windows 11 File Explorer 
that will let users browse 
photos by date and via a 
built-in search box.

This new gallery option 
can be accessed from 
the right sidebar of  File 
Explorer, allowing users 
to view all of  their photos 
in one place, reports Bleep-
ingComputer.

It's similar to the Micro-
soft Photos app in some 
ways, but Microsoft uses 
XAML (Extensible Appli-

cation Markup Language) 
to bring the best of  the web 
to desktop apps.

Extensible Application 
Markup Language is a 
declarative language that is 

widely used in applications 
to create user interfaces.

Moreover, the new gal-
lery view is still in develop-
ment and will be improved 
in a future release, the 
report said.

The report further 
mentioned that the gallery 
view is optimised for touch-
screen devices, and Micro-
soft may expand the inte-
gration to include users' 
pictures from OneDrive.

Meanwhile, Microsoft 
has announced it is testing 
an enhanced volume mixer 
in Quick Settings for Win-

dows 11 which will allow 
users to quickly customise 
the audio.

This new feature is roll-
ing out to the latest "Win-
dows 11 Insider Preview 
Build 25309 to the Dev 
Channel," the tech giant 
said in a blogpost.

"The updated audio 
quick settings experience 
brings a modern volume 
mixer that allows for quick 
customisation of  audio 
on a per-app basis, with 
additional control to swap 
devices on the fly," said the 
tech giant.(AGENCIES)

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Samsung is 
all set to launch an afford-
able Galaxy F14 5G smart-
phone in India next week 
that is likely to start below 
Rs 15,000, industry sources 
said on Monday.

Galaxy F14 5G is tipped 
to come with several seg-
ment-first features, includ-
ing a 6000mAh battery and 
powerful 5 nm Exynos 
chipset to deliver seamless 
performance, sources told 
IANS, making it a game-
changer for the company 
in the affordable segment.

Samsung's new 5nm 
chipset -- Exynos 1330 -- 
is an octa-core processor 
that's designed for multi-

taskers and offers fast 
speeds and long battery 
life.

The octa-core CPU con-
sists of  an Arm Coretex-
A78 dual-core for perfor-
mance intensive tasks and 
a Cortex-A55 hexa-core 
for always-on tasks with 
power efficiency.

Galaxy F14 5G will be 
Samsung's second F series 
smartphone in India this 
year. The company had 
earlier launched Galaxy 
F04 in January.

The device is likely to 
start selling across the 
country later this month. 
Galaxy F retails on Flip-
kart, Samsung Online 
Store and across leading 
retail stores.
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N.Korea fired 2 
'strategic cruise missiles' 
from submarine

AGENCIES

SEOUL: North Korea fired 
two "strategic cruise mis-
siles" from a submarine 
in waters off  its east coast 
over the weekend, the 
country's state media said 
on Monday.

The North's first known 
firing of  cruise missiles 
from a submarine is 
widely viewed as an appar-
ent show of  force against 
a major South Korea-US 
combined military exer-
cise, reports Yonhap News 
Agency.

The missiles were fired 
from the 8.24 Yongung in 
waters off  Kyongpho Bay 
in the East Sea in an under-
water launching drill held 
at dawn on Sunday, accord-
ing to the North's official 
Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA).

"The drill confirmed the 
reliability of  the weapon 
system and examined the 
underwater-to-surface 
offensive operations of  
submarine units that con-
stitute one of  other major 
forces of  the DPRK nuclear 

deterrent," the KCNA said 
in a report, using the acro-
nym of  the North's official 
name.

The missiles precisely 
hit preset targets in the 
East Sea after "travelling 
the 1,500 km-long eight-
shaped flight orbits for 
7,563 to 7,575 seconds".

The latest launch came 
on the eve of  the start of  
the allies' 11-day Freedom 
Shield exercise, which the 
North calls "preparations 
for a war of  aggression" 
against it.

North Korea said its 
latest underwater launch-
ing drill "verified the cur-
rent operation posture of  
the nuclear war deterrence 
means in different spaces".

Earlier in the day, South 
Korea's Joint Chiefs of  
Staff  (JCS) said it detect-
ed an unspecified missile 
launched from a subma-
rine in waters off  the 
North's eastern coastal 
city of  Sinpo on Sunday 
morning.

It did not immediately 
provide other details.

Following the KCNA 

report on the launch, a 
JCS official said there is 
a "difference" between the 
North's claim about the 
missile's specifics and the 
analysis by the South and 
the US.

He did not elaborate, 
while his comments have 
indicated that the military 
views the reclusive North 
as having exaggerated the 
results of  its latest cruise 
missile testing.

He characterized the 
North's launch of  the mis-
siles as an "early-stage" 
test, indicating that the 
missile has not been 
deployed yet, speaking to 
reporters on the condition 
of  anonymity

Cruise missiles fly low 
and maneuver, making 
them better at evading 
missile defenses. The 
North said last month it 
launched four "Hwasal-2 
strategic cruise missiles" 
in a drill aimed at bolster-
ing its nuclear counterat-
tack capability.

M i l i t a r y  e x p e r t s 
assessed that the North 
appears to have improved 

the striking capability of  
its submarine.

If  confirmed, a North 
Korean cruise missile with 
an operational range of  
some 1,500 km could target 
the whole of  South Korea 
and US military bases in 
Japan.

The North's push for the 
submarine-based launch 
platform reflects its ongo-
ing efforts to diversify 
nuclear delivery vehicles 
and enhance their wartime 
survivability, the experts 
added.

The North is widely 
expected to conduct further 
weapon tests to protest the 
allies' military exercises, 
as it has threatened to take 
"unprecedentedly strong" 
and "overwhelming" coun-
teractions against what it 
called the US hostile policy.

At akey party meeting 
presided over by North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-
un on Saturday, the North 
decided to take "important, 
practical" measures for 
the "offensive use" of  war 
deterrents, according to 
the KCNA.

'Banking system is safe': Biden 

reassures markets, people
AGENCIES

WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Monday 
attempted to reassure 
Americans that the bank-
ing system will hold up, 
media reports said.

"Thanks to the quick 
action in my administra-
tion over the past few days, 
Americans can have con-
fidence that the banking 
system is safe.

"Your deposits will be 
there when you need them. 
Small businesses across 
the country that deposit 
accounts at these banks 
can breathe easier know-
ing they'll be able to pay 
their workers and pay their 
bills. And their hardwork-
ing employees can breathe 
easier as well," he said 
at the White House, The 
Guardian reported.

With many Americans 
still bitter over Washing-
ton's assistance to large 
banks during the 2008 
global financial crisis, 
Biden made a point in his 
speech of  saying no bailout 
was happening under his 
watch.

"No losses, and this is an 
important point, no losses 
will be borne by the tax-

payers," he said. "Let me 
repeat that: no losses will 
be borne by the taxpayers. 
Instead the money will 
come from the fees that 
banks pay into the Deposit 
Insurance Fund."

Biden also noted that 
"management of  these 
banks will be fired", and 
"investors in the banks 
will not be protected. They 
knowingly took a risk. 
And when the risk didn't 
pay off, investors lose their 
money. That's how capital-
ism works".

The President has called 
for Congress to restore 
banking regulations first 
implemented after the 2008 
financial crisis but rolled 

back by then President 
Donald Trump.

The 2010 Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act 
signed by President Barack 
Obama increased financial 
regulations on banks in the 
wake of  the crisis, but in 
2018, Trump eased those 
rules - which Biden said 
set the stage for the fail-
ures of  Silicon Valley Bank 
and Signature Bank, a New 
York-based institution that 
closed over the weekend, 
The Guardian reported.

"We must reduce the 
risk of  this happening 
again," Biden said. "During 
the Obama-Biden admin-
istration, we put in place 

tough requirements on 
banks, like Silicon Valley 
Bank and Signature Bank, 
including the Dodd-Frank 
law, to make sure that the 
crisis we saw in 2008 would 
not happen again. Unfor-
tunately, the last adminis-
tration rolled back some 
of  these requirements. I'm 
going to ask Congress and 
the banking regulators to 
strengthen the rules for 
banks to make it less likely 
this kind of  bank failure 
would happen again, and 
to protect American jobs 
and small businesses."

He also called for an 
investigation into how the 
two banks went down, The 
Guardian reported.

Dalai Lama greets 

new President of 

Czech Republic

Sri Lanka earned 

$169.9 mn from 

tourism in Feb

AGENCIES

COLOMBO:  Sri Lanka 
earned $169.9 million from 
tourism in February, Tour-
ism Minister Harin Fer-
nando said on Monday.

Fernando told the media 
that the figure represent-
ed an increase from the 
$169.4 million a year ear-
lier, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Over 210,000 tourists 
arrived in Sri Lanka in the 
first two months of  2023, 
and $331.7 million were 
earned in the cited period, 
according to the Minister.

The South Asian coun-
try recorded 102,545 visitor 
arrivals in January and 
107,639 in February.

The cumulative number 
of  visitor arrivals for the 
year until March 8 was 
234,547, an increase of  9.6 
percent from the same 
period of  last year, he said.

Russia, India and Germa-
ny were Sri Lanka's top three 
source markets of  tourists so 
far in March, according to 
the Tourism Development 
Authority data.

Tourism, one of  Sri 
Lanka's leading foreign 
exchange earners, has 
suffered a setback due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
domestic economic and 
political crises.

Sri Lanka aims to 
attract around 1.5 million 
tourists in 2023 and 3 mil-
lion in 2024.

DHARAMSALA: Tibetan 
spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama has written to Petr 
Pavel to congratulate him 
on his election as fourth 
President of  the Czech 
Republic.

"I have fond memo-
ries," he wrote, "of  
my visits to the Czech 
Re public  be ginning 
in March 1990 during 
President Vaclav Havel's 
leadership following the 
collapse of  communism".

"Given the Czech Repub-
lic's recent history, includ-
ing the period of  the Velvet 
Revolution, the Czech 
people are well-placed to 
show the world the value 
of  non-violence, freedom 

and democracy.
"It has been an honour 

for me to visit your coun-
try several times over the 
years, and I have been 
deeply moved by the inter-
est that people, young and 
old, have shown in my 
efforts to promote human 
values with a sense of  the 
oneness of  humanity and 
the importance of  inter-
religious harmony.

"The world is passing 
through very trying times. 
I wish you every success 
in meeting the challenges 
that lie ahead in fulfilling 
the wishes and aspirations 
of  the Czech Republic," 
His Holiness concluded.
(AGENCIES) 

6 Democrats rev up efforts to help 

undocumented immigrants
AGENCIES

NEW YORK: A group of  
six Democrats are revving 
up efforts to help millions 
of  undocumented immi-
grants by reintroducing 
the "Renewing Immigra-
tion Provisions of  the 
Immigration Act of  1929".

The bill would affect 
roughly 8 million immi-
grants who have been 
residing in the US for at 
least seven years, and give 
them a chance to obtain 
their green cards through 
registry, according to a 
statement released by the 
six House Democrats.

The bill updates an 
existing status adjustment 

process in the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (INA), 
better known as registry to 
allow immigrants to apply 
for permanent residency or 
a green card.

The registry provision 
was first enacted on March 
2, 1929. It permitted certain 
immigrants that had been 
continuously present in 
the US since June 3, 1921, 
to apply for permanent 
residency.

Since then, the cut-off  
date for eligibility for the 
registry has been modified 
several times but it was last 
updated via the 1986 Immi-
gration Reform and Control 
Act to January 1, 1972 mark-
ing 37 years since the last 

significant update to this 
provision, which could legal-
ise the status of  millions of  
Americans-in-waiting.

"For decades, immigrants 
who contribute significant-
ly to our communities and 
our economy have been 
relegated to a legal limbo," 
said Congresswoman Zoe 
Lofgren, a senior member 
of  the House Immigration 
Integrity, Security, and 
Enforcement Subcommittee 
and a former immigration 
lawyer.

Lofgren further said 
that updating this histori-
cally-bipartisan provision 
to provide lawful perma-
nent resident status to 
vetted immigrants will 

make America stronger.
"In the US, we rely on the 

work and efforts of  immi-
grants, but our nation's 
broken immigration system 
has failed these hardwork-
ing men and women.

They deserve better, 
and this historic bill a" by 
making a simple update to 
America's registry law a" 
would provide a pathway 
to permanent legal status 
and even citizenship for 
so many," said Congress-
woman Norma Torres.

Along with Torres and 
Lofgren, other sponsors of  
the bill include Representa-
tives Grace Meng, Adriano 
Espaillat, Lou Correa, 
Jesus "Chuy" Garcia. 

Russian Defence Ministry eliminating 

Wagner on battlefields in Bakhmut

MOSCOW: The conflict 
between Russian Ministry 
of  Defence and Wagner 
Group financier Yevg-
eny Prigozhin has likely 
reached a climax as thou-
sands of  fighters have 
died fighting in Ukraine's 
Bakhmut city.

According to the 
Institute for Study of  
War (ISW) analysis, the 
Ministry is "currently 
prioritizing eliminating 
Wagner on the battle-
fields in Bakhmut" which 

it concludes is slowing its 
advance in the area, the 
Guardian reported.

It said the conflict 
began when Prigozhin ran 
a "relentless defamation" 
campaign against senior 
figures in the Russian mil-
itary, including Defence 
Minister Sergey Shoigu 
and Chief  of  the Russian 
General Staff  Valery Gera-
simov.

Now that the group has 
failed to show progress it 
is believed Russian MoD 

officials are "seizing the 
opportunity to deliber-
ately expend both elite 
and convict Wagner forces 
in Bakhmut in an effort 
to weaken Prigozhin and 
derail his ambitions for 
greater influence in the 
Kremlin".

The ISW believes Rus-
sian President Vladi-
mir Putin likely became 
"alarmed" by Prigozhin's 
political ambitions in Octo-
ber last year.

Putin likely stopped 

the Russian Ministry of  
Defence from directly 
attacking Prigozhin but 
instead created conditions 
in which the Russian mili-
tary leadership could reas-
sume more authority.

Such conditions likely 
threatened Prigozhin, 
who began to intensify his 
criticism of  the Ministry 
and further deepened the 
conflict between Wagner 
forces and military leader-
ship, the Guardian report-
ed.(AGENCIES)

Ex-Malaysian PM Muhyiddin 
slapped with additional 
money laundering charge

KUALA LUMPUR:  
Former Malaysian Prime 
Minister Muhyiddin 
Yassin was slapped with 
a fresh money laundering 
charge on Monday, bring-
ing the total charges he 
faces to seven.

Muhyiddin was alleged 
to have received 5 million 
ringgit ($1.11 million) in 
illegal proceeds from an 
investment company into 
his party's account, pros-
ecutors said.

The 75-year-old pleaded 
not guilty to all charges, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Sessions Court judge 
Rozilah Salleh allowed the 
previous 2-million-ringgit 

bail which Muhyiddin 
had paid for his previous 
charges in Kuala Lumpur 
to be used as bail for the 
latest charge.

On March 10, Muhyid-
din claimed trial to six 
charges in the Sessions 
Court in Kuala Lumpur, 
namely four corruption 
charges and two money 
laundering charges involv-
ing several hundred mil-
lion ringgit.

M u hy i d d i n ,  w h o 
served as Malaysia's 
Prime Minister for 17 
months between March 
2020 and August 2021, is 
chairman of  the Perika-
tan Nasional (PN) coali-
tion.(AGENCIES)

Saudi oil giant Aramco 
reports record profit of 
$161.1 bn for 2022

RIYADH: Saudi Ara-
bian Oil Company (Saudi 
Aramco) has announced a 
record net income of  $161.1 
billion for 2022, its highest 
annual profit as a listed 
company, state media 
reported.

In 2022, Saudi Aramco's 
net income saw a 46.5-per 
cent increase compared to 
that of  2021, which stood 
at around $110 billion, 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
reported.

The company also 
declared a fourth-quarter 
dividend of  $19.5 billion, to 
be paid in the first quarter 

of  2023, the SPA reported.
The increase in Saudi 

Aramco's net income is 
mainly driven by higher 
crude oil prices, higher vol-
umes of  sale, and improved 
margins for refined prod-
ucts, it added as quoted by 
Xinhua news agency report.

Saudi Aramco, Saudi 
Arabia's state-owned oil 
giant, is one of  the largest 
companies in the world 
by revenue. The compa-
ny's shares started trad-
ing on the Tadawul stock 
exchange, a Saudi stock 
market, on December 2019.
(AGENCIES) 
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PM Modi congratulates 'RRR', 'The Elephant 
Whisperers' teams for winning Oscars

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi on Monday 
congratulated the RRR team for 
winning the Oscar award for 
'Naatu Naatu' song from RRR 
movie for Best Original Song.

Calling it "Exceptional!" Modi 
said that "The popularity of  
‘Naatu Naatu’ is global"

" It will be a song that will be 
remembered for years to come. 
Congratulations to @mmkeer-
avaani, @boselyricist and the 
entire team for this prestigious 
honour."

He said India is elated and 
proud. #Oscars

In another tweet, Modi also 
praised the makers of  The Ele-
phant Whisperers for getting 
Oscar award for best documen-
tary short film.

"Congratulations to @Earth-
Spectrum, @guneetm and the 
entire team of  ‘The Elephant 
Whisperers’ for this honour. 
Their work wonderfully high-

lights the importance of  sustain-
able development and living in 
harmony with nature. #Oscars" 
he tweeted.

Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Anurag 
Singh Thakur said it's a "proud 
moment for India"

"Congratulations for winning 
the Academy Award for #BestO-
riginalSong at #Oscars95" he 
tweeted.

"A proud moment for India as 
RRR creates history by becom-
ing the first Indian production 
to bag an #AcademyAwards    
in the ‘best song’ category!" 
Thakur said.

Praising the entire team of  
The Elephant Whisperers, he 
said ,"A heartwarming story of  
love and co-existence in harmo-
ny with nature; its a beautiful 
story of  Bomman, Belli & baby 
elephant Raghu set in Tamil 
Nadu"

"Thrilled that Elephant Whis-
perers has bagged the Oscar for 
Best Documentary Short Film 

at the 95th Academy Awards ! 
Congrats!" he tweeted.

Sharing two clips from the 
respective movies, Union Min-
ister for Housing and Urban 
Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri 
wrote: “As the world looks at 
India with hope & confidence 
in all spheres, the soft power 
of  our entertainment indus-
try continues its brilliant run! 
Even as we #NaatuNaatu with 
joy, the message of  conservation 
reverberates loud with #TheEle-
phantWhisperers! Two #Oscars 
across genres!”

Chief  Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal also congratulated India’s 
Oscar winners “The Elephant 
Whisperers” and “RRR” and 
said their accolade was a proud 
moment for every Indian.

“It is a proud moment for the 
Indian film industry as well as 
for the entire nation. Congrat-
ulations to the entire team of  
RRR film for winning the Oscar 
Award for your wonderful song,” 
he said in a tweet.

Former French PM Edouard Philippe 
to visit India from March 14-17

UNI

NEW DELHI: Former 
Prime Minister of  France 
Édouard Philippe is paying 
an official visit to India, 
from March 14-17, to boost 
bilateral economic ties, 
particularly cooperation 
on ports, and decentralised 
cooperation between local 
governments.

Edouard Philippe served 
as the Prime Minister 
of  President Emmanuel 
Macron’s government from 
April 2017 to July 2020, a 
period that saw a remark-
able deepening of  the Indo-
French strategic partner-
ship, and the launch of  
France’s Indo-Pacific strat-
egy. In his tenure as Prime 
Minister, he also oversaw 
major economic reforms 
that have made France the 
most attractive destination 
for foreign investments in 
Europe. Philippe is cur-
rently mayor of  Le Havre, 

France’s largest commer-
cial port city and the fifth 
largest of  Northern Europe.

In Delhi, Philippe will 
call on External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar to 
exchange views on tackling 
major global challenges at 
a time when India holds the 
G20 presidency, as well as on 
the outlook for the France-
India strategic partnership, 
which marks its 25th anni-
versary this year, a French 
Embassy statement said.

Philippe will call on Min-

ister of  Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways Sarbananda 
Sonowal to discuss ports 
cooperation, particularly 
with regard to the imple-
mentation of  the Indo-
French Roadmap on the 
Blue Economy and Ocean 
Governance.

In order to promote busi-
ness opportunities between 
France and India, Philippe 
will meet several leading 
Indian investors, and pre-
side as guest of  honour over 
the business awards cer-

emony hosted by the Indo 
French Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry.

In Mumbai, he will meet 
Iqbal Singh Chahal, Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal 
Commissioner, to discuss 
cooperation opportunities 
between the two port cities 
of  Le Havre and Mumbai. He 
will also visit Nhava Sheva 
port, where the French con-
tainer shipping company 
CMA-CGM recently won a 
30-year concession. Philippe 
will be accompanied by a 
delegation of  HAROPA, a 
combine of  the port authori-
ties of  Le Havre, Rouen and 
Paris.

People-to-people ties 
being at the heart of  the 
Indo-French relationship, 
Philippe will also share his 
experience as Prime Minis-
ter at two major academic 
institutions of  India, St 
Xavier’s College, Mumbai, 
and St Stephen’s College, 
Delhi.

TOURIST ASSAULT CASE

Goa CM orders to suspend police officer
AGENCIES

PANAJI: Goa Chief  Min-
ister Pramod Sawant on 
Monday said that the police 
officer who failed to men-
tion section 307 of  IPC in 
the FIR and arrest accused 
persons on the incident day, 
in connection with the tour-
ist attack case, will be sus-
pended by Monday evening.

Goa Police on Sunday 
arrested three persons for 
allegedly attacking tour-
ists with a knife in Anjuna-
North Goa.

On March 5, Ashwini 
Kumar Chandrani (47), 
native of  New Delhi, was 
assaulted by the local gang 
with fist blows, kicks, belts, 
baseball and knife causing 
him and his family mem-
bers injuries.

Initially, the offence was 
registered under section 
324, 504 r/w 34 of  IPC. How-
ever, after the complainant 
raised the issue on social 
media and narrated the 

story, the senior police took 
the cognisance and added 
section 307 of  the IPC on 
Sunday.

"They should have been 
arrested on the same day. 
I have ordered the suspen-
sion of  a police officer who 
failed to arrest them. He will 
be suspended by today eve-
ning and a detailed enquiry 
will be done against him," 
Sawant said.

He said that even tour-
ists should follow the laws 
of  the state and should not 
take law into their own 
hands.

"Had the hotel manager 
informed police at the initial 
stage then such an incident 
would have not happened. 
Even tourists make some 
mistakes, which should 
be handled well. Manager 
should have handled it. 

In this case even a tourist 
tried to assault a waiter and 
later he (waiter) came with 
knife... we will not tolerate 
such incidents," he said, 
adding his government has 
always tried to give a safe 
environment to tourists in 
the state.

Anjuna Police with 
the help of  CCTV footage 
identified the accused in 
the assault and succeeded 
in arresting three. The 
accused are identified as 
Royston Reginaldo Dias 
alias Roshan, Nyron Regi-
naldo Dias and Kashinath 
Vishvor Agarqadekae, all 
residents of  Anjuna.

"Tourists should follow 
Goa's law. We will fully sup-
port tourists if  they com-
plain at the appropriate 
office. Police are capable 
of  dealing with any such 
situations," Chief  Minister 
Pramod Sawant said, adding 
interference of  locals or pol-
iticians in police work will 
not be entertained.

Delhi LG forwards Cong leaders' NIA 
probe demand in 'snooping case'

Recruitment scam: WBSSC publishes list of 

3,478 Group C staff with manipulated marks

NEW DELHI: The office 
of  Delhi Lt. Governor V.K. 
Saxena has forwarded 
the request of  Congress 
leaders Sandeep Dikshit, 
Mangat Ram Singhal and 
Kiran Walia demanding 
an inquiry by the NIA into 
the matter of  snooping and 
spying by the Delhi gov-
ernment's Feedback Unit 
(FBU), to the Chief  Secre-
tary for "further necessary 
action", an official said on 
Monday.

The Congress leaders 
had written to Lt. Gover-
nor that the sanction to 
CBI to prosecute former 
Delhi Deputy Chief  Minis-

ter Manish Sisodia in the 
matter of  FBU under the 
Prevention of  Corruption 
Act, was not relevant since 
the case at hand was not 
just a case of  corruption 
but a clear case of  sedition 
involving spying on people 
and institutions including 
those at the Central govern-
ment, in full knowledge of  
the Chief  Minister and the 
entire Cabinet.

"To acquire a capacity 
to listen to conversations, 
gather intelligence and 
information and to 'spy' on 
people and institutions in 
the national capital terri-
tory that includes the Cen-

tral government, defence 
establishments, intelligence 
agencies of  the Union gov-
ernment etc., is a clear 
case of  sedition," read the 
letter from Sandeep Dikshit 
addressed to the L-G.

Dikshit further said: 
"While we are not lawyers, 
we believe that this invokes 
the UAPA, or similar acts 
and the CBI and NIA must 
be directed by yourself  to 
investigate under laws gov-
erning sedition and anti-
national activities and as 
evidence of  wrong doing 
has already been found, the 
concerned CM and minis-
ters of  Delhi government, 

and officials must be pros-
ecuted under such sedition 
and anti-national laws as 
maybe found applicable in 
this."

The letter also read: 
"The Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) sought 
and received sanction from 
you to prosecute Manish 
Sisodia, former minister 
in Delhi government, in 
a case of  the setting up of  
a Feedback Unit (FBU) by 
Delhi government some 
years back. This sanction 
is sought under the Pre-
vention of  Corruption Act.
(AGENCIES)

KOLKATA: The West 
Bengal School Service 
Commission (WBSSC) on 
Monday published on its 
website a list of  3,478 candi-
dates who reportedly have 
qualified for appointment 
as non-teaching staff  in 
different state-run schools 
through manipulation of  
marks.

The list, uploaded on the 
commission's website as 
per the order of  Calcutta 
High Court's Justice Abhijit 
Gangopadhyay, has clearly 
shown how marks as low as 
"0" to "1" in the optical mark 
recognition (OMR) sheets 
have increased to as high as 
"54" to 57" in the server.

The discrepancies in the 
marks in the OMR sheets 
and those in the commis-
sion's server was brought 

to limelight by the 
Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) 
investigating the 
multi-crore teach-
ers and non-teach-
ing staff  recruit-
ment scam. Now, by 
officially uploading 
that disparity on this 
website late Monday after-
noon, the WBSSC authori-
ties too have endorsed the 
CBI's findings in the matter.

The list published on the 
website of  the commission 
on Monday has three col-
umns. The first and second 
columns carry the names 
and roll numbers of  the 
candidates concerned. The 
third column mentioned the 
published marks as shown 
in the commission's web-
site and the fourth column 

showed the actual marks 
scored in the OMR sheet.

Similar discrepancies in 
marks in the OMR sheets 
and on the commission's 
server was also noted by 
the Calcutta High Court last 
year in case of  recruitment 
of  secondary teachers.

Till the time the report 
was filed, not a single Trin-
amool Congress leader was 
willing to come forward 
with any comment on the 
matter. However, the oppo-

sition leaders in the 
state lambasted the 
state government and 
the ruling party in the 
matter.

"Previously it was 
thought that 80 per 
cent of  the recruit-
ments were illegal and 
at least in the case of  

20 per cent the eligible can-
didates secured jobs. But 
now it seems that 100 per 
cent of  the recruitment is 
illegal," said CPI-M Central 
Committee member Sujan 
Chakraborty.

Senior state BJP leader 
Rahul Sinha said that this 
is an organised crime and 
it is not possible that it 
was conducted without the 
knowledge of  Chief  Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.
(AGENCIES)

India, Bhutan for 
coordinated efforts 
against wildlife crime

AGENCIES

GUWAHATI: India's Sashas-
tra Seema Bal (SSB) and offi-
cials of  the Royal Bhutan 
Police have stressed the need 
to curb illegal wildlife trade.

Addressing a workshop 
Deputy Inspector General of  
the SSB, Jagdeep Pal Singh 
called for coordinated efforts 
by the SSB and the Royal 
Bhutan Police to mount a 
vigil against wildlife crime 
and illegal trade across the 
international border. Over 70 
men in uniform and officials 
from the Bhutan government 
participated in two recent 
back-to-back sensitisation 
workshops on "Preventing 
Wildlife Crime and Illegal 
Wildlife Trade" organised by 
the SSB at two Border Out-
posts. These workshops were 
supported by biodiversity 
conservation organisation 
"Aaranyak" with the objec-
tive to create synergy with 
the Bhutanese authorities to 
check such crimes.

The SSB's 64th Battalion 
Commandant N K Tamta 
appreciated Aaranyak's 
cooperation and underlined 
the "Sustained efforts to sen-
sitise the important role that 
the border guarding person-
nel can play in preventing 
wildlife crime and illegal 
trade in the greater interest 
of  conservation of  the pre-
cious flora and fauna in the 
biodiversity-rich Eastern 

Himalayas."
Battalion Commandant 

Lokesh Kumar Singh said "It 
is important to understand 
that when we enter the forest, 
we have entered the home of  
these wild animals. We have 
to be respectful to them and 
make sure they are safe. If  
we do not save wildlife and 
the environment, our future 
generations will have noth-
ing to call a home."

The officials from the 
Bhutan government attend-
ing both the workshops 
appreciated the presenta-
tions of  Aaranyak resource 
persons as an eye-opener 
to the burgeoning wildlife 
crime and illegal trade that 
has volume-wise become the 
fourth largest illegal global 
trade after drugs, human 
trafficking and arms.

The Aaranyak team while 
making their presentations 
said that wildlife crime 
and illegal trade is not only 
posing a grave threat to 
global biodiversity but also to 
the security of  the countries 
as it is in some cases found 
linked to terrorism, drugs 
and arms smuggling.

Resource person Dr 
Jimmy Borah flagged the 
modus operandi of  the global 
network of  wildlife (both 
flora and fauna) criminals 
and traders and how China 
and Vietnam stand out as the 
primary destinations of  the 
illegal wildlife trade.

India, Singapore discuss 
taking forward Ministerial 
Roundtable process

UNI

NEW DELHI: External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar on Monday held talks 
with visiting Singapore 
Trade Minister Gan Kim 
Yong and discussed about 
taking forward the India-
Singapore Ministerial 
Roundtable process.

In a tweet, he said:
“Good to catch up with 

Gan Kim Yong, Minister of  
Trade & Industry of  Singa-
pore this afternoon.

“Spoke about taking for-
ward the India-Singapore 
Ministerial Roundtable 
process.”

The meeting between 
the two sides comes three 
weeks after the two coun-
tries launched a real-time 
link between India’s Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) 

and Singapore’s PayNow to 
facilitate easier cross-border 
money transfers.

Earlier on Monday, the 
Singapore Minister and 
Union Education and Skill 
Development Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan launched 
the Singapore-India Hack-
athon 2023 as part of  India’s 
G20 presidency.

The Singapore Minister 
and Dharmendra Pradhan 
also held talks on strength-
ening linkages in skill 
development and education 
through Capacity, Capabil-
ity and Capital, and also on 
‘India-Singapore Knowl-
edge Collaboration’.

On Sunday, the Singa-
pore Minister held talks 
with Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal on boost-
ing trade and investment 
between the two sides.

Shah meets new CMs of 
Meghalaya, Nagaland

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Meghalaya 
Chief  Minister Conrad 
Sangma and Nagaland 
Chief  Minister Neiphiu 
Rio on Monday met Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
in Delhi on Monday.

Shah congratulated 
them for taking over the 
charge for another term 
and hoped the new govern-
ment will be successful in 
fulfilling the aspirations of  
the people of  their states.

Both the chief  ministers 
took charge on March 7, 
heading a coalition govern-
ment and both are on cour-
tesy visit to Delhi.

"Met Meghalaya CM @

SangmaConrad Ji. Wished 
him all the best in taking 
office for the second time. 
May the new government 
be successful in fulfilling the 
aspirations of  the people of  
the state under the leader-
ship of  PM @narendramodi 
Ji," Shah tweeted.

In another tweet, the 
Home Minister said, "Was 
visited by CM Nagaland @
Neiphiu_Rio Ji & Dy CM @
YanthungoPatton Ji. Con-
gratulated them on taking 
the oath of  office for anoth-
er term. Under the leader-
ship of  PM @narendramodi 
Ji, may the new govt pace 
up the journey toward pros-
perity based on the peace 
achieved till now."
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4TH TEST

Expectations that I have 
for myself as a player are 
more important to me, 
says Virat Kohli

AGENCIES

AHMEDABAD:  On 
receiving the Player of  the 
Match award for his epic 
186 in the drawn fourth 
Test against Australia at 
Ahmedabad, talismanic 
batter Virat Kohli stated 
that the expectations 
he had from himself  as 
a player are of  greater 
importance to him.

On Sunday, Kohli ended 
a three-year wait for a cen-
tury in Test cricket, with 
the last instance coming 
in November 2019 against 
Bangladesh, by scoring 
186 runs, his 28th ton in 
the format coming off  241 
balls and 75th internation-
al century to give India a 
91-run lead.

"The expectations that I 
have for myself  as a player 
are more important to me. 
I think in Test cricket I 
wasn't able to play with my 
tempo and template that 
I have played with for the 
last 10 years for a while 
now. So that was the one 
thing I was trying to do."

"I felt like I was batting 
really well from the first 
innings in Nagpur. But we 
focussed more on batting 
as long as possible for the 

team. I did that for peri-
ods but not to the capabil-
ity that I have done in the 
past. From that perspec-
tive I was disappointed but 
there was belief  there that 
I was playing well and if  
I got an opportunity on a 
decent wicket then I can 
make a big one," he said in 
the post-match presenta-
tion ceremony.

The 186 is also Kohli's 

highest score against 
Australia in Test cricket, 
as India got a draw in 
Ahmedabad to win the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
series 2-1. "I am not in a 
space now where I will 
go out and prove some-
one wrong. I also need 
to justify why I am there 
on the field. When I was 
60 not out, we decided to 
play positively. But we lost 

Shreyas thanks to injury."
"So, we decided to play 

for time. They were good 
with the ball and placed 
some good fields. We got 
a bit of  a lead and gave 
ourselves some sort of  a 
chance," he added.

Kohli will be next seen 
in action when India play 
Australia in the first of  
three ODIs in Mumbai on 
March 17.

All India Civil Services 

Cricket Tournament
J&K team emerge victorious, to face Punjab Civil Services team on March 15

GMK NEWS NETWORK

MOHAL: In the ongoing 
All India Civil Services 
Cricket Tournament (Men) 
2022-23, Jammu and Kash-
mir team led by G Prasan-
na Ramaswamy, Secretary 
Transport, Monday record-
ed a big win defeating the 
rival team of  Uttrakhand 
Civil Services.

After winning the toss, J&K 
team scored 162 runs with an 
amazing batting performance 
by Waseem Baba (Assem-
bly) 45 (24), Samiullah Beigh 
(XEN PHE) 35 (23) and the 
contributing role of  Nadeem 
Dar (Deputy Director), Akhil 
Slathia (Directorate of  Animal 
Husbandry), Abhinav (Direc-
torate of  Health Services), 
Naseer (Directorate of  Animal 
Husbandry) and Aamir 
Ashraf  ( Rural development 
department).

In their chase, Uttra-
khand team put up a great 

fight with the contribution 
of  K D Singh 29 (26), Kul-
deep 20 (13), Sagar Kumar 
18 (15) and Sachin 18 (19).

Abdul Qayoom (Edu-
cation Department) and 
Kapil (Rural Development 
Department) both man-
aged to take 2 wickets while 

Nadeem Dar and Samiul-
lah Beigh took 1 wicket 
each and with the help of  
their fellow bowlers man-
aged to restrict the Uttra-
khand team to 138 runs 
thus emerging victorious 
in the match.

Pertinently, it is the 

first time that the officers 
of  J&K Civil Services are 
participating in this presti-
gious apex tournament for 
civil servants.

The J&K team will face 
Punjab Civil Services team 
in their next match to be 
held on March 15.

Nasser Hussain critical of England's 'balance' 
after losing T20I series in Bangladesh

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Former 
England captain Nasser 
Hussain was critical of  the 
balance in the Jos Buttler-
led side after losing the T20I 
series to Bangladesh, while 
adding that an extra batter 
should have been called as 
a replacement for injured 
Will Jacks.

Buttler's side faced a 
four-wicket loss in the 
second T20I on Sunday as 
Bangladesh sealed a series 
victory with one game to 
spare. Jacks himself  was 
a late addition to the tour 
of  Bangladesh after Tom 
Abell pulled out before the 
first ODI due to an injury.

Jacks ruled out of  the 
tour later because of  thigh 
injury meant England 
did not draft anyone in as 
a replacement, with all-
rounders Sam Curran and 
Moeen Ali promoted up the 
batting order.

"The selectors have a dif-
ficult juggling act. They've 
got one of  the great series 
coming up in the Ashes. So, 
they are trying to rest their 
Test match players. They've 
got white-ball players playing 
Test match cricket. They've 
got lads that are injured. 
They've got the county 
season starting soon."

"But we've got 18 coun-
ties, if  we can't put an extra 

batter or two on the ground 
in Bangladesh, if  it means 
flying (Ollie) Pope or (Zak) 
Crawley, who I think will 
be a good white-ball crick-
eter, I don't think it's good 
enough to say we are one 
batter short."

"We are the England 
cricket team, it's an impor-
tant tour. We saw what it 
meant to Bangladesh, and 
we have to treat it with the 
same respect. They didn't 
have the right balance of  
squad."

While saying he under-
stood the logic behind not 
finding replacements, Hus-
sain added, "I can guess 
there are a few England 
cricketers who play for 

counties that would like to 
be playing out there."

"The players that will 
be there for the next World 
Cup get the extra respon-
sibility, so I get a little bit 
of  the thinking. Curran, 
Woakes, Jordan, Ahmed got 
a bat on difficult conditions 
on a difficult pitch."

Hussain was also critical 
of  Buttler's decision-mak-
ing in the field, particularly 
choosing not to trust his 
spinners when they took 
the game deep and not 
opting to open the batting 
in the second T20I.

"Fair play to Bangla-
desh. 2-0 against the world 
champions, and they've 
played some terrific crick-

et. Shanto is going to be a 
star in the making. They 
need to start finding fine 
cricketers. That's a big win 
for them."

"England haven't been 
at their best on or off  the 
field. Buttler hasn't had 
his best day. He should've 
opened the batting, some of  
the fields he set and asking 
someone to bowl their only 
over in the 19th over is a 
big, big risk."

"Rashid bowled okay. 
Sometimes when he has 
been to the subcontinent 
he bowls a certain pace. 
I thought they could've 
attacked a bit more. You 
have got to attack more 
with your best spinner."

Inaugural Legends Cricket Trophy to be held from March 22
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The inaugu-
ral edition of  the Legends 
Cricket Trophy will be played 
in Ghaziabad's VVIP Jawaha-
rlal Nehru Stadium between 
March 22-30, the organisers 
announced on Monday.

The announcement was 
made in the presence of  
former India opener Virender 
Sehwag, Praveen Tyagi, Acting 
President, Board for Veteran 
Cricket in India (BVCI), Sudhir 
Kulkarni, Joint Secretary, 
BVCI and Prasanna Venkate-
shan, Principal Consultant, 1 
stadia, in the national capital. 
The 9-day long T20 tourna-
ment for former cricketers will 
have six teams and 18 matches 
in all, including the finals.

"It is fantastic what the 
BVCI is doing for former crick-

eters by providing them with 
an avenue to be in touch with 
the game they so love. These 
legends tournaments help 
us in various ways including 
extending our professional 
careers, catching up with old 
friends as well as helping us 
to keep fit. Most importantly, 
fans also get an opportunity 
to catch up with their favou-
rite cricketers and relive some 
magical moments that both 
have experienced together at 
some point in the past," said 
Sehwag on the occasion.

"Cricket is also very com-

petitive and I dare say some of  
us still have it to challenge even 
some of the present-day crick-
eters. I am confident that the 
Legends Cricket Trophy will 
provide wholesome entertain-
ment to the fans of  the game, 
particularly in India," he added.

As per the organisers, the 
tournament, sponsored by 
KhiladiX, will be broadcasted 
in over 30 countries globally 
and will have six franchisees 
vying for the top honours.

The six teams have been 
christened Chandigarh 
Champs, Nagpur Ninjas, 

Patna Warriors, Vizag Titans, 
Indore Knights and Guwahati 
Avengers. Some prominent 
former cricketers who will be 
seen in action besides Sehwag 
are Suresh Raina, Harbhajan 
Singh, Sanath Jayasuriya, 
Tilakaratne Dilshan, Nick 
Compton, Richard Levi, Isuru 
Udana, Praveen Kumar and 
Thisara Perera.

"The Board for Veteran 
Cricketers in India has a sole 
objective of  bringing senior 
and veteran cricket lovers 
under a single platform to 
play active and competitive 
cricket and with KhiladiX 
Legends Cricket Trophy 2023, 
we have drafted a world-class 
cricket tournament for fans 
that will showcase the best 
cricket talent from around the 
world," said Praveen Tyagi, 
Acting President, BVCI.

4th Test: Found people who put in 

special performances whenever 

needed, says Rahul Dravid

Ravindra Jadeja will be Chennai Super Kings’ X 
factor in IPL 2023, Comments Harbhajan Singh

Ashleigh Gardner, Harry Brook 
seal ICC Player of the Month 
awards for February 2023

AGENCIES

AHMEDABAD:  Reflecting 
on the 2-1 Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy triumph, India 
head coach Rahul Dravid 
felt the side found people 
who were able to put in spe-
cial performances whenev-
er the need came.

Having won the first 
two Tests in Nagpur and 
Delhi to retain the trophy, 
India lost the third Test 
in Indore by nine wickets 
and were under pressure 
going into the final Test in 
Ahmedabad, which ended 
in a draw.

"It was a really hard-
fought series, there were 
moments where we were 
put under extreme pres-
sure by a really good crick-
et team and we responded. 
Whenever we needed some-
one to step up and put in 
a special performance, we 
found it."

"Rohit led the way in 
the first Test with a bril-
liant hundred and it was 
bookended by Virat Kohli's 
brilliant 186. In the middle, 
we had performances from 
Ashwin, Jadeja, Axar, and 
Shubman there. I've prob-
ably missed out a few," said 
Dravid to the broadcasters.

Asked about a stand-
out aspect of  the team in 
the series, Dravid said, "I 

think our fight stood out. 
Whenever we were under 
pressure with our backs to 
the wall we had to respond 
and we always found that. 
It's one of  the heartening 
things about coaching this 
team. People want to stand 
up and take responsibility."

On Day 5, India managed 
to qualify for the World Test 
Championship final for the 
second successive time, 
where they will again face 
Australia from June 7-11 at 
The Oval. Dravid revealed 
the team was keeping a 
close eye on proceedings in 
Christchurch, where New 
Zealand beat Sri Lanka by 
two wickets on the last ball.

"We just qualified at 
lunchtime today. I wasn't 
counting my chickens 
before they hatched. We'll 
celebrate this for starters. 
It is going to be a challenge. 
There's going to be a lot of  
logistics involved given the 
IPL final is only a week 
before the WTC final. We'll 

think about it."
"It's not easy to produce 

results home and away. To 
get the chance to play in 
the Oval again, it is a great 
thing to put the perfor-
mances and play the final 
again."

Dravid, who had also 
coached Shubman Gill 
during his India U19 days, 
was happy with the young 
opener's progress, especial-
ly with him making a spar-
kling 128 in Ahmedabad. 
"It has been some exciting 
4-5 months for Shubman. 
Scoring a hundred in the 
white ball format, scoring 
a double hundred, and cen-
tury here."

"Coming up and matur-
ing, taking on the respon-
sibility, putting up the 
performances that are in 
demand. Works hard for his 
skills, great opportunity 
for him to learn from Virat 
Kohli, and Rohit Sharma, 
to watch Steve Smith bat 
in the opposition. Lovely 
kid, a good thing for him to 
learn and grow."

Dravid signed off  by 
praising Australia's spin 
troika of  veteran Nathan 
Lyon, as well as youngsters, 
offie Todd Murphy and 
left-arm spinner Matthew 
Kuhnemann, who were 
on their first Test tours of  
India.

UNI

KOLKATA: For years, 
the Chennai Super Kings 
have been defying odds 
and showcasing true grit 
and determination in the 
IPL, with credit going to 
superstars like MS Dhoni, 
Suresh Raina and Dwayne 
Bravo, who have helped the 
side win games from near 
impossible situations.

The character and self-
belief  of  CSK coupled with 
a never say die attitude 
has helped the franchise 
win the IPL four times, the 
highest of  any team in the 
league.

As the newest edition of  
the biggest cricket league 
in the world approaches, 
Star Sports, official broad-
casters of  the IPL 2023, had 
an interaction with India 
and CSK legend Harbhajan 
Singh, who spoke on who 
the trump card for CSK 
is, the strength and weak-
nesses of  the side, who the 
X-Factor will be and how 
the team will fair in this 
year’s tournament.

Speaking exclusively to 
Star Sports, former India 
off-spinner Harbhajan 
Singh spoke on who he 
thinks the Trump Card 
for the Chennai Super 
Kings will be, he said “The 
one person who everyone 
should keep an eye on is 
Ravindra Jadeja, especial-
ly how he bats for CSK. He 
may be promoted up the 

order plus he has his four 
overs. If  you look at it from 
a world cricket perspective, 
I don't think there's a better 
all-rounder than him. So 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing Ravindra Jadeja in 
the IPL."

"The X factor for me will 
be Ravindra Jadeja because 
he has been very success-
ful in these conditions as 
a bowler and a batsman, 
he’s been playing there for 
so many years. So for me, 
he is definitely going to be 
the X factor for the side,” 
Harbhajan said.

Harbhajan spoke on the 
strengths of  the CSK side 
and how important their 
home advantage is, he said 
“The biggest strength of  
this team is MS Dhoni. He 
is the heart of  the team. He 
knows the team very well 
and he is probably the best 
person to get the most out 
of  each player in the team. 

CSK's biggest home advan-
tage is their crowd, the 
crowd boosts the morale of  
the team. The CSK crowd is 
such that even if  the team 
loses or wins they will 
always back them.”

Harbhajan gave his pick 
on who the four overseas 
players for CSK should be, 
he said “Firstly I would 
select Ben Stokes, Moeen 
Ali of  course, Conway will 
definitely be in the side and 
Theekshana, before Pathi-
rana because Theekshana 
will be more effective in 
Chennai. But if  the match 
happens in a place like 
Mumbai, against Mumbai 
Indians, then I will select 
Pathirana because he bowls 
a lot like Malinga and spin 
doesn’t play a big factor 
over there. So if  I have to 
select the four overseas 
players it would be Conway, 
Ben Stokes, Moeen Ali and 
Theekshana.”

NEW DELHI: Austra-
lia's off-spin all-rounder 
Ashleigh Gardner was 
named the ICC Women's 
Player of  the Month for 
February 2023, while Eng-
land's young batter Harry 
Brook clinched the ICC 
Men's Player of  the Month 
for the same duration.

Both Ashleigh and Brook 
seal their second Player of  
the Month awards after 
winning the honours back 
in December 2022. While 
Ashleigh beat competition 
from Nat Sciver, and Laura 
Wolvaardt, Harry defeated 
challenges from fellow 
nominees Ravindra Jadeja 
and Gudakesh Motie.

In the opening match of  
Women's T20 World Cup 
against New Zealand, she 
produced a dazzling bowl-
ing performance, taking 
5/12 runs to restrict them 
to a modest 76 all out in pur-
suit of  Australia's 173. With 
a total of  10 wickets during 
the tournament at an aver-
age of  12.50, she was named 
Player of  the Tournament 
in Australia's sixth time of  
winning the tournament.

"Thank you to every-
one who voted me the ICC 
Women's Player of  the 
Month. The past month has 
been ground-breaking for 
women's cricket and it's an 
exciting time for our sport. 
The T20 World Cup was a 
brilliant tournament, and 

playing the hosts South 
Africa in the Final in front 
of  a packed crowd at New-
lands was an incredible 
experience."

"Our Australian team 
are fortunate to have a 
number of  world-class play-
ers, I'm happy I was able to 
contribute to our team suc-
cess over the course of  the 
World Cup," said Ashleigh 
on receiving the honour.

She also scored 110 runs 
across five innings, includ-
ing a valuable 31 in 18 balls 
to take Australia to 172/4, 
enough to keep India at 
bay and secure victory in 
the semi-final by five runs. 
She then chipped in with a 
crucial 29 in the final, and 
claimed the prized wicket 
of  Marizanne Kapp with 
the ball.

"In a month where many 
of  her compatriots put up 
good performances and saw 
their team rewarded with 
another title, Ashleigh's 
performances came at crit-
ical times and essentially 
ensured that they won a 
semi-final and the Final."

"She showed herself  a 
player with the tempera-
ment for crunch situ-
ations which is a won-
derful characteristic to 
possess," said Pommie 
Mbangwa, former Zimba-
bwe player and ICC Player 
of  the Month voting panel 
member. (AGENCIES)
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JKRLM to host women led 
‘SARAS Aajeevika Fair’ 
from March 15

2-day national seminar on ‘Creating Inclusive, 
Sustainable Urban Spaces’ begins at KU

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Union 
Territory of  Jammu and 
Kashmir is all set to begin 
its second edition of  the 
SARAS fair, also known as 
SARAS Aajeevika Mela, 
being hosted by Jammu 
Kashmir Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (JKRLM), 
from 15th March this year 
at Srinagar.

The first edition was 
held in the month of  Febru-
ary in Jammu, after a gap 
of  a decade, which evoked 
great response from the 
artisan community from 
across the country. It will 
be for the first time in the 
history of  Jammu and 
Kashmir that the SARAS 
will have its second edition 
to be held in less than gap 
of  a month.

The women-led, Nation-
al level food and cultural 
fair at Srinagar will run for 
11 days and exhibit unique 
and famous indigenous 
products from various 
states and UTs of  the coun-
try. The event will provide 
platform to the women 
SHGs to sell and promote 
their self-made products.

Mission Director, 
JKRLM, Indu Kanwal 
Chib, chaired a meeting to 
review the arrangements 
being put in place for the 
mela. She issued specific 
instructions to the con-
cerned officers to work in 
a synergized manner for 
successful conduct of  the 
event. She said that the 
fair gives a platform to 
SHGs run by rural women 
to showcase their skills, 
sell their products and 
help them build links with 
bulk buyers. The self  help 

groups will display handi-
craft, handloom, and tra-
ditional food items from 
different rural areas across 
the country in these stalls.

The national level event 
will provide a platform for 
the participants to sell and 
promote their self-made 
products and create mar-
keting linkages with the 
various selling platforms.

She asked the concerned 
line departments to make 
fool proof  arrangements 
for the event so that the 
fair is held in a smooth 
manner. She also directed 
that no stall will have any 
kind of  disposable items 
like plastics.

She said that the venue 
of  the fair has been 
equipped with all basic 
facilities such as drinking 
water, toilets, security and 
medical facilities. Besides, 
all the necessary fire safety 
protocols are being fol-
lowed. The first aid kiosks 
and 24X7 ambulance ser-
vices are also made avail-
able at the venue of  the 
mega event.

A total of  70 stalls 
shall be put on display 
in the Mela, of  which, 
the number of  food stalls 
would be around 15 serving 
regional cuisines from dif-

ferent parts of  the country.
Rajasthan,  Odisa, 

Punjab, West Bengal, 
Telengana and Megha-
laya are among the states 
which have confirmed 
their participation in the 
SARAS AAJEVIKA Fair 
at Srinagar.

Some of  the handloom 
products that will be dis-
played at the fair included 
cotton and silk sarees from 
Bihar, Phulkari garment 
products from Punjab, 
Bamboo craft and deco-
rative items from Uttar 
Pradesh, Zari Sarees from 
Telangana, there will also 
be an exclusive leather slip-
per stall from Mahrashtra. 
Besides, the fair will have 
stalls that will showcase 
calico painting, jute bags 
from samba, laakh ban-
gles from Bihar, Basholi 
paintings of  kathua, Sozni 
shawls from Budgam, saf-
fron from pampore, paper-
machie items from Ban-
dipora and Pahloo, Black 
cumin from Gurez and 
many more.

A recreational activity 
area for children would 
also be set up at the Mela 
venue where the young 
ones would be made to 
understand their ancient 
culture, rituals, food, art 

& crafts, and the heritage 
through some activities 
like on-the-spot pottery 
making, fun activities and 
so on.

Another key feature of  
this national fair would 
be mesmerizing cultural 
events depicting cultural 
and traditional legacy of  
Jammu and Kashmir.

To facilitate the custom-
ers and the mela enthusi-
asts, the facility of  cashless 
transactions would also 
be made available at the 
Mela venue. For this pur-
pose, mobile ATMs of  J&K 
Bank, SBI Bank and other 
online payment options are 
to be made available to our 
women SHGs to sell their 
products in the mela.

SARAS Mela also aims 
at facilitating and motivat-
ing the beneficiaries of  
Self  Help Groups (SHGs) 
supported by Deendayal 
Antyodaya Yojana -Nation-
al Rural Livelihoods Mis-
sion (DAY-NRLM) scheme 
of  Ministry of  Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat Raj, 
to exhibit and sell their 
products at national level 
event. It also aims to pro-
vide them with an opportu-
nity for additional income, 
exposure and interaction 
on a large scale.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Vice-Chan-
cellor University of  Kash-
mir Prof  Nilofer Khan on 
Monday inaugurated a 
two-day national seminar 
on ‘Creating Inclusive and 
Sustainable Urban Spaces’.

The seminar that 
focused on ‘Urbanisation 
and Urban Planning in 
India with Special Ref-
erence to Kashmir’ was 
organised by the Depart-
ment of  Political Science 
with the sponsorship of  
Indian Council of  Social 
Science Research (ICSSR).

In her presidential 
address, Prof  Nilofer called 
for participation of  youth 
in programmes pertain-
ing to the creation of  sus-
tainable urban spaces and 
emphasised on encourag-
ing them to have a “positive 
thinking and imagination” 
about urban development 
programmes and policies.

She said the vast urban-
isation has a direct bearing 
on the quality of  life of  the 
people and it is therefore 
important to formulate 
policies which are both 
sustainable and futuristic.

“Universities can con-
tribute beyond research 
and academics and generate 
conversations on the need 

for creating robust urban 
spaces that take care of  peo-
ple’s wellbeing,” she said, 
congratulating the Depart-
ment of  Political Science for 
organising the event.

Mr Athar Amir Khan, 
IAS, Commissioner Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpo-
ration, who was a guest 
of  honour, said creation 
of  urban spaces doesn’t 
happen as an afterthought 
but by “sound planning 
and designing which needs 
a lot of  public support.”

He said the Srinagar 
Smart City project is being 
designed in a manner that 
fosters social conversa-
tions in urban spaces. Mr 
Athar also highlighted the 
essence of  works being 
undertaken in various 
parts of  Srinagar City 
under the project.

Keynote speaker Prof  
Debolina Kundu from 
National Institute of  
Urban Affairs, New Delhi, 
said India is moving on an 
upward urban trajectory 
where urban population 
is on a continuous rise. “It 
is projected that India’s 
urban population will 
reach 876 million and will 
cross 50 percent in 2047,” 
she said, adding that the 
“new wave of  urbanisa-
tion” is expected to bring 
both opportunities and 
challenges.

“Urban India acknowl-
edges these emerging chal-
lenges and recognises the 
need to take advantage of  
opportunities of  urbaniza-
tion with cities being seen 
as major drivers of  eco-
nomic growth,” she said.

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir, 

who was a guest of  honour, 
highlighted the role of  insti-
tutions in contributing to 
the creation of secure, inclu-
sive and resilient cities and 
towns in view of  emerging 
environmental and social 
concerns.

Head, Department of  
Political Science, Prof  
Peerzada Irshad Ahmad 
Shah delivered the wel-
come address and spelt 
out the objectives of  the 
two-day seminar. Dr Aijaz 
Ashraf  Wani, Seminar 
Coordinator, introduced 
the theme of  the event and 
highlighted broad contours 
of  the expected delibera-
tions and outcomes.

Dr Javid A Dar con-
ducted proceedings of  the 
inaugural session, while Dr 
Anjum Ara delivered the 
formal vote of  thanks.

CUK of DIPR felicitates winners/ participants of events organized under 74th R-Day
Providing such platform to students gives them a chance to showcase their talent: Div Com

Army organises free medical camp 
for disabled people in Budgam

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In an attempt 
to provide basic health 
facilities to people residing 
in remote areas, the Indian 
Army organized a medical 
camp at Kaindajan, a remote 
village in Budgam district.

The camp, which was 
held for the entire day, 
saw a large number of  
patients receiving medical 
assistance, ranging from 
general check-ups to spe-
cialized treatment for thier 
specific condition in which 

a total of  13 patients were 
given hearing aids whereas 
12 patients recieved crutch-
es to help them with thier 
physical condition.

During conversation 
about the initiative, one 
of  the health worker said, 
"We wanted to hold such 
an event to help these 
patients from far flung 
areas, as they often face a 
lot of  difficulties in access-
ing medical care. Many 
of  them were not able to 
afford treatment and also 
face communication bar-

riers with healthcare pro-
viders. This medical camp 
has been a great attempt to 
bridge that gap."

The camp not only had 
sign language interpret-
ers to assist the patients 
in communicating with 
the healthcare profes-
sionals but also arranged 
for transportation of  the 
patients keeping the com-
fort of  the locals in mind.

At the end, local popula-
tion appreciated the initia-
tive by the Army & pleased 
with the efforts.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To acknowledge 
and felicitate the winners and 
participants of  series of  events 
organized in connection with 
74th Republic Day celebration, 
the Cultural Unit Kashmir of  
Department of  Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR) J&K 
Monday organized a ‘Felici-
tation Ceremony’ at Pandit 
Bhajan Sopori Auditorium of  
DIPR Srinagar.

Divisional Commissioner (Div 
Com) Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bid-
huri was the chief  guest on the 
occasion.

The Cultural Unit Kashmir 
of  DIPR had organized Speech 
Competition themed ‘ India of  
My Dreams’; Quiz Competition 
on theme ‘Know My India’; 
Patriotic Singing Competition 
on theme ‘Ae Watan Tere Liye’ 
and Patriotic Mushaira with 
theme ‘Watan Ke Naam’.

Addressing the audiences, the 
Div Com lauded the efforts of  
Cultural Unit Kashmir for organ-
ising competitions of  big mag-

nitude on patriotic themes. He 
said providing such a platform 
to students gives them a chance 
to showcase their talent and this 
also helps to tap the energy of  
youth in a positive direction.

Bidhuri said, rather than 
wasting time on unnecessary 
things students should explore 
their potential and polish it with 
the help of  teachers who are 
always there to help them. He 
also congratulated the teachers 
for honing the skills of  students 
and polishing these raw dia-
monds.

Speaking at the event, Deputy 
Director Information (PR) Kash-
mir, Bilal Mukhtar Dar high-
lighted some of  the prominent 
steps taken by Cultural Unit 
Kashmir vis-à-vis providing 
budding talent of  our valley a 
platform to present their talent to 
the outside world and at the same 
time come across prominent per-
sonalities in diverse fields to get 
exposure through the medium of  
Gen ‘Z’ and Beats of  J&K.

He said both of  these pro-

grammes have been well 
acclaimed both on national and 
at an international level.

Earlier, the Cultural Offi-
cer Kashmir, Burhan Hussain 
presented an overview of  the 
programmes organized to com-
memorate 74th Republic Day. 
He said the programmes were 
organized to explore hidden 
talent in our educational insti-
tutions in Kashmir and provide 
them a chance to showcase it to 
the world.

Items songs were also pre-
sented on the occasion by 
Suhail an employee of  Cultural 
Unit Kashmir, who enthralled 
the audiences by his mesmer-
izing voice.

The event was attended 
by students from Institute of  
Music and Fine Arts Kashmir 
University, Colleges, Higher 
Secondary Schools and High 
Schools (both Govt. and Pri-
vate). Besides, Principals, Asstt 
Professors from various Colleg-
es and Coordinators of  Schools 
also participated in the event.

Among others, Officers/ Offi-
cials of  the Information depart-
ment were also present on the 
occasion.

Prior to the prize distribu-
tion function, the Deputy Direc-
tor Information (PR) Kashmir 
and Cultural Officer Kashmir 
presented a Shawl and Memen-
to to the Div Com Kashmir.

Later, the Div Com felicitated 
the winners and judges of  these 
events by trophies and certifi-
cates.

Muneer Ahmad Mir, Aijaz 
Sahir and Shabir Ahmad 
Saznawaz were felicitated for 
judging singing competition.

Quiz Master, Shadab Ali Gee-
lani was felicitated for judging 
the Quiz Competition.

Sahitya Academy Award 
winner, Sagar Nazir was felici-
tated for judging poetry com-
petition.

Beenish Wani, Burhan 
Hussain and Shakeel Ahmad 
Andrabi judged the speech com-
petition.

Meanwhile, in the speech 

competition, Wuska Farooq 
from JK Police Public School 
was adjudged winner of the com-
petition. The 2nd position was 
bagged by Uzma Ishfaq of  RP 
School and 3rd by Ruksar Hilal 
of  Green Valley Educational 
Institute.

In patriotic singing (Group 
category), Girls Hr Sec School 
Kothi Bagh grabbed Ist posi-
tion, while Green Valley Edu. 
Inst. bagged 2nd and JK Police 
Public School 3rd.

In patriotic singing (solo 
category), Arizo of  GGHSS 
Nawakadal was adjudged as 
winner, while Rutba from GHSS 
Kothi Bagh bagged 2nd and 
Shahid Khan from Inst, of  Music 
and Fine Arts got 3rd position.

In the Quiz competition, 
Army Public School was 
announced as winner while 
in patriotic Mushaira, Yamin 
Yousuf  of  Amar Singh College 
was declared winner.

Shakeel Ahmad Andrabi, 
AE&CO Cultural Unit Kashmir 
presented Vote of  Thanks.

J&K Bank ties-up with Seth 

Industrial Corporation

Govt approves land transfer for different public purposes
GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Administra-
tive Council (AC) which met 
here under the chairmanship 
of the Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha, approved the 
proposals of different depart-
ments for transfer of land for 
various public purposes.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Advisor to the Lieutenant 
Governor, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta, Chief  Secretary, 
J&Kand Principal Secretary 

to the Lieutenant Governor 
Dr Mandeep Kumar Bhan-
dari attended the meeting.

The Administrative 
Council transferred land in 
favour of Power Development 
Department for augmenta-
tion of power supply in differ-
ent areas. The AC transferred 
42 Kanal 15 Marla situated at 
village Pohrupeth, Tehsil 
Langate, District Kupwara-
for construction of 315 MVA, 
220/132 KV GIS Grid Sub-sta-
tion, land measuring 02 Kanal 

situated at village Noorpora, 
Tehsil Awantipora, District 
Pulwamafor construction of  
new 33/11 KV Substation in 
district Pulwama and land 
measuring 01 Kanal 10 Mar-
lasituated at village Odina, 
Tehsil Sumbal, District Ban-
diporafor construction of 3.15 
MVA, 33/11 KV receiving sta-
tion for providing electricity 
to the transit accommodation 
for PM Package employees.

Moreover the AC also 
decided to transfer land mea-

suring 80 Kanal 04 Marla (20 
Kanal at District Srinagar and 
land measuring 60 Kanal 04 
Marla at village Ranbirpora, 
District Anantnag) in favour 
of  Department of  Disaster 
Management Relief, Reha-
bilitation and Reconstruction 
(DMRRR) for construction of  
transit accommodations in 
district Srinagar and Anant-
nag for Kashmiri Migrant 
Government employees 
appointed under Hon’ble 
Prime Minister’s Package.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: With a view to 
facilitate its customers, J&K 
Bank Monday entered into 
an agreement with Ludhi-
ana-based Seth Industrial 
Corporation (SIC) – one of  
the leading manufacturers 
in wide assortment of  elec-
tric vehicles like e-Bikes, 
e-Scooters, e-Rickshaws in 
the country under the Brand 
name 'Neelam'.

Deputy General Manager 
Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat signed 
the MoU on behalf  of  the 
Bank while as Rajesh Seth 
put in his signatures as Joint 
Director/Partner of  SIC in 
presence of  Business Head 
(SIC) Ranbir Singh Saini 
during a function organised 
at the corporate headquarters 
of J&K Bank.

Speaking on the occasion, 
DGM Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat 

said, “Through this tie-up 
we are happy to offer easy, 
affordable and attractive 
financing solutions to our 
customers while encouraging 
electric vehicular transport 
in the country. As part of our 
green policy initiatives, we 
are already partnering with 
many such electric vehicle 
manufacturers throughout 
our operational geographies.”

While commenting on 
the importance of affordable 
financing, Rajesh Seth said 
that the demand for electric 
vehicles was only growing but 
easy and hassle-free finance 

was the main supply-side con-
straint. “However, after sign-
ing the MoU with J&K Bank, 
which is the premiere financial 
institution in UTs of J&K and 
Ladakh with strategic pres-
ence across the country; I feel 
the partnership will enable 
us to scale our operations 
and provide eco-friendly ride 
besides sustainable livelihood 
to our common clientele.”

Notably, the bank’s cus-
tomers can avail a range of  
concessions from SIC that 
primarily includes over the 
counter discount of Rs 3000 
along with three free services 
without charge. Also, the cli-
ents availing finance from 
J&K Bank can avail the com-
pany’s extended warranty 
period of 3 years on Lithium 
Batteries instead of 2 years 
for general customers besides 
21 months warranty time on 
other batteries instead of 18.

Police Breaks Drug Supply Chain in 
Bandipora; Arrests Mother-Son Duo

SAJID RAINA

BANDIPORA: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Monday 
said that the supply network 
of  drugs like charas in Ban-
dipora town has received a 
big jolt as they have arrested 
mother-son duo and recov-
ered charas like substance 
and cash from them in the 
district.

The Police in a tweet, said 
that it recovered charas like 
substance packed in sachets 
along with a cash seizure of  
₹6980 from the mother-son 
duo identified as Posha Begum 
and her son Aqib Waza, whose 
father Khurshid Waza (MAN-
DELA) has already been 
booked. The police also said 
that a case under relevant sec-
tions of  laws has been regis-
tered and further investigation 
is going on.

In another tweet, Bandi-
pora Police said that it has 
recovered charas like sub-
stance along with cash sei-

zure of  71,845 and arrested 
one lady Babli Begum who 
is a repeat offender, present-
ly out on bail in an earlier 
NDPS Case. "Cognizance 
taken under the relevant 
sections of  NDPS Act in PS 
Bandipora," it added.

Senior Superintendent of  
Bandipora Police, Lakshay 
Vinod Sharma said that 
the entire family has been 
involved in selling charas in 
the town and their arrest is 
likely to end the supply net-
work of drugs like charas in 
Bandipora town.

He further said that the 
police are also going to 
apply for bail cancellation 
in the previous cases.

Notably, in Bandipora's 
main town, one of  the 
localities known as ward 
number-6 the area to which 
both the accused belong is 
the most infamous for the 
drug scourge on which the 
senior citizens have always 
concerned.


