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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Progressing JK

Night Temp 
Records Fall in 
Kashmir
GMK News Network

Srinagar: While predict-
ing mainly dry weather 
to continue, the meteoro-
logical department here 

on Thursday said 
that minimum 

temperature 
recorded a fall 
in Kashmir 

Valley and 
rise in Jammu 

except Banihal.
An official of the meteo-

rological department said 
Srinagar recorded a low of 
2.9°C against 3.5°C on the 
previous night and it was 
0.4°C below normal for the 
summer capital.

Qazigund, he said, re-
corded a low of 1.8°C P-02

Two Police 
Officers Attached 
In Kashmir
GMK News Network

Srinagar-  The government 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
on Thursday ordered for 
attachment of Additional 

Superintendent of 
Police Bandipora 

with immediate 
effect.

“In the 
interest of 

administration, 
Ashiq Hussain 

Tak, Addl. Superintendent 
of Police, Bandipora, is 
hereby attached with the 
Police Headquarters, J&K, 
with immediate effect”, 
reads an order.

Notably, the fresh P-02

'Selling' of MBBS seats to Kashmiri students

 LG's Rolling Trophy

Office of LG J&K     
@OfficeOfLGJandK

More than 42,000 players competed with the spirit of 
peace, friendship, equality, and respect. The players 
with their skill and endurance on playing field have 
inspired young generation, renewed the essential 
spirit of sports and made this tournament truly 
memorable.

Sports have replaced stone-
pelting in Kashmir: LG Sinha

Passport 
issuance 
subject to police 
clearance: RPO 
Owais Gul

Srinagar: The Regional 
Passport Officer Srinagar 
on Thursday said they 
will take up the issue with 
the concerned wing of the 
Jammu & Kashmir Police 

on the “verifica-
tion clearance” 

for issuing 
the passport 
to those who 

have or had 
any relative 

involved in any 
terrorism case.

Regional Passport Officer 
Srinagar (RPO) Divinder 
Kumar said that the condi-
tion of issuing P-02

New academic 
session to 
commence after 
exams: DSEK
Bhat Imran

Srinagar: The School 
Education Department 
Thursday said that the new 
academic session will com-

mence soon after the cul-
mination of annual regular 
board examinations.

Talking to reporters on 
the sidelines of an event, 
Director School P-02

TICKETS AT
www.bookmyshow.com
www.inoxmovies.com

Paytm, Inox App

or Directly from the booking
counter at the cinema.FRIDAY, 10 MARCH 2023

Call 95416 13868
For assistance with tickets

movie schedule

Tu Jhoothi Main Makkar

INOX CINEMA
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

3:00 PM, 6:15 PM (Hindi Atmos)
4:45 PM (Hindi)

2:30 PM, 6:00 PM
(Hindi)

2:45 PM

Pathaan 65
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GMK News Network

Srinagar: Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Thursday said 
that large number of Kashmiri 
youth are scripting their fu-
ture in the field of sports and 
the Valley youth have replaced 
stones with cricket bat, hockey 
and badminton.

“The misguided youth who 
would pick up stones are today 
holding cricket bat, hockey, 
badminton and tennis rack-
ets in their hands. This is the 
outcome of the pledge taken 
by Prime Minister Narendera 
Modi three years ago that re-
moved hurdles and resolved 
all issues in J&K,” the LG said, 
while addressing the closing 
ceremony of LG’s Rolling Tro-
phy that saw the participation 
of 42000 participants, in Jammu.

The Lt Governor said, the 
LG's Rolling Trophy is an 
important initiative of the 
Mission Youth that aims to 
strengthen the roots of sports 
culture. The tournament en-
abled our players to demon-
strate excellence on the field 
and promoted pride, camarade-
rie and the spirit of sportsman-
ship, he added.

“More than 42,000 players 
competed with the spirit of 
peace, friendship, equality, and 
respect. The players with their 
skill and endurance on the 
playing field have inspired the 
young generation, renewed the 
essential spirit of sports and 

made this tournament truly 
memorable,” observed the Lt 
Governor.

The Lt Governor reiterated 
the Government’s commitment 
to provide modern facilities 
and world class coaching to the 
sportspersons.

Under the guidance of the 
Hon'ble Prime Minister, we have 
created new infrastructures for 
the players in far-flung areas. It 
is being ensured that the youth 
living in villages get modern fa-
cilities and mentoring, said the 
Lt Governor. P-02

'LG's Rolling Trophy 
promoted pride, cama-
raderie and the spirit of 
sportsmanship'

'Youth should think 
big and act towards more 
ambitious goals in life'

'More than 42,000 
players competed with 
the spirit of peace, 
friendship, equality, and 
respect' 

'Govt want to incul-
cate sporting excellence 
and skill in our youth'

'Committed to pro-
vide modern facilities 
and world class coach-
ing to our sportspersons'

'Under the guidance 
of Hon’ble PM, we have 
created new infrastruc-
tures for the players in 
far-flung areas' 

More than 42,000 players competed with the spirit of peace, friendship, equality, and respect. The players with their skill and endurance on the 
playing field have inspired the young generation, renewed the essential spirit of sports and made this tournament truly memorable.” .......the Lt Governor.

Agencies

Srinagar: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Thursday 
raided three places including 
houses of Seperatist leader 
Qazi Yasir and Jammu and 
Kashmir Salvation Move-
ment chairman, Zaffar Bhat 
in a case linked to allotment 
of MBBS seats in Pakistan, 
sources said.

Sources said that the central 
probe agency along with local 
police Thursday morning raid-
ed the house of Mohammad 
Akbar Bhat alias Zaffar Bhat, 
who is the chairman of J&K 
Salvation Movement, in Bagh-
e-Mehtab area of Srinagar.

They said another team of 
the central probe agency also 
raided the house of Hurriyat 
leader Qazi Yasir in Qazi Mo-
halla area of Anantnag Thurs-
day morning. P-02

ED raids at three 
locations in Kashmir

GMK News Network

Srinagar: BJP national gen-
eral secretary Tarun Chugh 
Thursday hit out at senior 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi for "tarnishing the 
image of India and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
foreign lands."

Taking strong exception 
to Rahul's speech in Cam-
bridge recently,  Chugh said 
at a time when India has 
been bestowed the proud 
responsibility of leading the 
G20 group Rahul Gandhi's 
"defamatory address dem-

onstrated that he was still 
wearing Italian glasses to 
look at India."

Chugh said at a time when 
the entire world is looking 
up to India and India has be-
come a vibrant example of 
democracy,  Rahul's address 
at Cambridge was a piece of 
"ridicule for him P-02

Rahul must apologize 
for 'defaming' India on 
foreign lands: BJP

IANS

New Delhi: A US intelligence re-
port has warned that "expanded 
military postures by both India 
and China along the disputed bor-
der" elevates the risk of armed 
confrontation between the two 
nuclear-powered neighbours.

The report said that while 
India and China have engaged 
in bilateral border talks and re-
solved border points, relations 
will remain strained in the wake 
of the countries' lethal clash in 
2020, the most serious in decades.

"The expanded military pos-
tures by both India and China 
along the disputed border el-
evate the risk of armed con-
frontation between two nuclear 
powers that might involve di-
rect threats to US persons and 

interests, and calls for US inter-
vention.

"Previous standoffs have 
demonstrated that persistent 
low-level friction on the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC) has the 
potential to escalate swiftly," it 
warned.

On India and Pakistan, the 
intelligence report said that the 
violent unrest in Kashmir or a 
militant attack in India could be 
potential flashpoints between 
the two nations.

"Crises between India and 
Pakistan are of particular P-02

Military postures elevate risk of armed 
confrontation between India, China: US

Sprawling 
Badamwari Garden 
dazzling in Bloom

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: Located in the 
Shehr-i-Khaas area of Srinagar 
city, Badam Wari garden has 
become one of the important 
spring tourist attractions of 
Kashmir. The garden is spread 
over an area of more than 300 

kanals and is dotted with thou-
sands of Almond Trees which 
bloom en-masse, providing a 
soothing experience to the visi-
tors. Speaking about the garden, 
Director Floriculture Kashmir 
said that the almond tree is one 
of the earliest blooming trees 
whose bloom is magnificent and 
attracts both local and national 
tourists and visitors equally.

He further added P-02

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir government has em-
barked upon multi-pronged 
strategies to increase num-
ber of bee colonies through 
cluster formation, encourag-
ing bee-preneurship and bee-
startups besides developing 
infrastructure for post har-
vest management, value ad-
dition and marketing.

Beekeeping or Apiculture 
has been one of the age old 
traditions in Jammu and 
Kashmir, which is now turn-
ing into a lucrative business  
with governments' progres-
sive policies and initiatives.

The UT administration, 
through its Krishi Vigyan 
Kendras (KVKs) of SKUAST-J 
and SKUAST-K and Depart-
ment of Agriculture, is im-
parting technical skills among 
the farmers. Besides, beehives 
are also being provided to the 
farmers on subsidy basis to 
promote beekeeping.

Through apiculture devel-
opment schemes of current 
dispensation in the Union 

Territory, beekeepers are 
processing crude honey in 
government facilities for 
free. For standardization, 
small-time keepers are also 
being offered the service 
of honey testing and logo 

stamping for better returns 
in the market. These pro-
cessing units are a one-stop-
solution towards reducing 
the moisture of honey, filter 
and bottle it.

To increase their earn-
ings manifold, new-age 
agri-preneurs are making 
value addition to honey by 

making products such as 
soaps, candles, cosmetics, 
Ayurvedic medicines, et-
cetera which are in high de-
mand in the Indian market. 
As a result, consumers have 
been switching to non-toxic, 

organic products, free from 
health hazards, presenting a 
big opportunity for the youth 
to start a profitable venture 
in the sector.

Notably, Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
launched a Rs 46.65 crore 
`Promotion of Beekeeping’ 
project to increase P-02

UT witnessing sweet revolution with 
Rs 46.65 cr beekeeping promotion project
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Night Temp 
against 2.4°C on the previous night and it was 

0.4°C below normal for the gateway town of Kash-
mir.

Pahalgam, he said, recorded a low of minus 1.9°C 
against minus 1.7°C on the previous night and it 
was 0.5°C below normal for the famous tourist re-
sort in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

Kokernag recorded a low of 4.1°C, the same as on 
the previous night and it was 2.2°C above normal 
for the place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 1.4°C against 
minus 1.6°C on the previous night and it was 2.1°C 
above normal for the world famous skiing resort in 
north Kashmir’s Baramulla district, he said.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury settled at 
0.2°C, the same as on the previous night and it was 
1.6°C below normal for the north Kashmir area.

Jammu recorded a low of 15.5°C against 14.6°C on 
the previous night. It was 1.5°C above normal for 
J&K’s winter capital, he said.

Banihal, he said, recorded a low of 3.3°C (below 
normal by 0.8°C), Batote 7.6°C (above normal by 
1.7°C), Katra 14.0°C (2.5°C above normal) and Bha-
darwah 5.3°C (2.2°C above normal).

Ladakh’s Leh and Kargil, he said, recorded a low 
of minus 6.2°C and minus 5.6°C respectively.

The MeT department has forecast dry weather to 
continue till March 12. (GNS Inputs)

Two Police
attachment comes hours later after another cop, 

of DySP rank, was attached over ‘some allegations 
of professional misconduct’ against him.

Earlier, Director General of Police attached a po-
lice officer after ‘some allegations of professional 
misconduct’ against him till further orders.

“In view of some allegations of professional mis-
conduct, Adil Mushtaq DySP KPS-155772 (SDPO 
Nowgam)  is hereby attached with the office of Spe-
cial DG Crime, J&K till further orders,” reads an 
order by DGP.

“Sumit Kumar Sharma, KPS-185679, DySP PC 
Srinagar in addition to his own shall look after the 
assignment of SDPO Nowgam,” the order added.

Sports have replaced stone-
He observed that the key to vibrant sports cul-

ture lies in the effective combination of talent hunt, 
mentoring and suitable platform. Not only we want 
to feed our sports culture with a steady stream of 
young talents, but we also want to inculcate sport-

ing excellence and skill in our youth, he added.
Sports build character, infuse values of team 

spirit and bring diverse communities together. We 
are resolute to extend all possible support, facilities 
and resources to the sportspersons to safeguard 
their future and make their dreams come true, the 
Lt Governor observed.

This year, 104 projects under JKIDFC and 117 
projects under CAPEX have been completed across 
the UT. More than 60 lakh children and youth par-
ticipated in sports activities in the last one year. In 
many disciplines like gymnastics, judo, football, 
cricket, we have set up academies to identify & nur-
ture the talents, the Lt Governor noted.

Speaking on the transformation, the Lt Gover-
nor said the divisive forces and their sympathizers 
misguided our youth & gave stones in their hands. 
Today, with hockey sticks, cricket bats, tennis & 

badminton rackets in their hands and dreams in 
the heart, they have embarked on a new journey of 
peace & prosperity.

“Youth should think big and act towards more 
ambitious goals in life. The administration is with 
them at every step”, said the Lt Governor.

Mission Youth with its various schemes is pro-
viding our youth a life of hope, purpose and op-
portunity. Sports, self employment & other youth 
oriented programmes being run by the UT Ad-
ministration have transformed the lives of youth 
of J&K. As many as 17 schemes of Mission Youth 
have empowered the young generation to realize 
their true potential, the Lt Governor added.

In just 10 days of Back to Village and My Town, 
My Pride, we have created 75,000 new entrepre-
neurs. In the last three years, 6 lakh youth have 
started their entrepreneurial journey, he further 
added.

On the occasion, the Lt Governor inaugurated 
the Main Gate at MA Stadium and laid the founda-
tion stone for Artificial Rock Climbing Wall at the 
premises.

The Lt Governor interacted with the players and 
handed over trophies and cash prizes to the win-
ning, and other top performing teams and the play-
ers who excelled in the tournament.

Jammu emerged as the winner of the LG’s Roll-
ing Trophy (Cricket) and was awarded with the 
cash prize of Rs One Lakh. The second & third 
placed teams of the tournament, Anantnag & Gan-
derbal were awarded with cash prize of Rs 75,000 
& Rs 50,000, respectively, while Doda grabbed the 
fourth spot.

Sh Ankush Sharma declared the Man of the 
Tournament and was awarded with Rs 50,000 cash 
prize for his outstanding performance. Sh Rishav 
won the Man of the Match in the finals.

Sh Mukesh Singh, ADGP Jammu; Sh Sarmad 
Hafeez, Secretary to the Government, Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Department; Sh Ramesh Kumar, 
Divisional Commissioner, Jammu and representa-
tives of various sports organizations, prominent 
sports personalities and sports-lovers were present 
on the occasion.

Passport issuance
the passport lies on the clearance of verification 

from the CID of J&K Police. “Passport department 
has a limitation that no passport can be issued 
without clearance from police authorities and 
there are special instructions from the government 

on that,” he said.
Kumar said his office is going to take up the is-

sue soon with the concerned police wings of J&K 
Police but said that currently, they are issuing the 
passports after clearance from the concerned po-
lice authorities.

“Whatever the issues connected to it, we will try 
to resolve with all available and possible options to 
facilitate the applicants," RPO Srinagar added.

RPO Srinagar made these comments on the side-
lines of a special camp where he handed over pass-
ports to over 700 Hajj aspirants.

Earlier, RPO for Kashmir and Ladakh, had 
sought permission from the Central government to 
hold a special camp for Hajj aspirants.

Many aspirants who had come from different 
parts of the valley to attend the camp regarding 

their passports thanked the Haj Committee and the 
office of RPO for holding the workshop—(KNO)

New academic
Education Kashmir, Tassaduq Hussain Mir  said 

new academic session will begin soon after the cul-
mination of ongoing exams.

"We are prepared for the new academician ses-
sion and we have set the timelines too," he said.

On being asked about transportation fee of those 
months during which schools were closed, he said 
private school students are not liable to pay for ser-
vices they did not avail during those months.

He said earlier the academic session used to end 
in December but now it has changed to March. 
"The ongoing session will end after the culmina-
tion of annual regular board exams."

About the violation of government guidelines for 
charging admission fee by some private schools, 
Mir said wherever they will get written complaints, 
they will act tough against the violators.

He further said it has not given any registration 
to private coaching centres. "I don't know what is 
their mechanism to charge the fee."—(KNO)

Military postures elevate
concern because of the risk of an escalatory cycle 

between two nuclear-armed states. New Delhi and 
Islamabad probably are inclined to reinforce the 
current calm in their relationship following both 
sides' renewal of a ceasefire along the Line of Con-
trol in early 2021.

"However, Pakistan has a long history of sup-
porting anti-India militant groups, and under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India 
is more likely than in the past to respond with mili-
tary force to perceived or real Pakistani provoca-
tions," it added.

The report went on to say that the ongoing war in 
Ukraine has demonstrated how inter-state conflict 
affects not only the parties directly involved, but 
can have broader cascading security, economic, 
and humanitarian implications on a regional, and 
even global, scale.

"These are a few of the potential conflicts be-
tween states that could spillover with repercus-
sions that may require immediate US attention," 
the report said.

Rahul must apologize
 and the Congress."
"Rahul's misleading and negative propaganda 

against India to defame all Indians speaks of bank-
ruptcy in the Congress and its thinking," said 
Chugh, in a statement.

He said Rahul Gandhi should have talked about 
a large number of governance initiatives that Modi 
government has brought about but his Italian 
glasses don't let him see that and for this he owes 
an apology to the country. 

ED raids at three
“A team also is carrying out raids at the house 

of one Syed Khalid Geelani in Baghat area of Sri-
nagar,” he said.

He said the raids at both places were going on 
and further details will be shared accordingly.

The official said raids are being conducted in 
connection with the case of allotting MBBS seats 

to J&K residents in different colleges in Pakistan—
(KNO)

UT witnessing sweet 
revolution

the annual honey production to 66100 quintal in 
the UT.

According to an official spokesperson, the popu-
lation of bees will be enhanced by 333 percent under 
the `Promotion of beekeeping’ project which will 
give a big push to honey production in the region.

The current system of rearing is less produc-
tive with no mechanism for quality improvement.  
So, strengthening and distribution of bee colonies 
through clusters, Self Help Groups and Farmer 
Producer Organizations are being focused upon. 
Besides, 1,43,000 new bee colonies will be set up 
which will bring the honey production to 66100 
quintal.

The official added that advanced two apitherapy 
centers and GI labs will be established to increase 
the production of high-quality honey. Besides, 
monitoring and traceability will be done through 
GI labs and 20 Custom Hiring centers (CHCs) will 
also be established for extending pollination facili-
ties.

After implementation of the project, Jammu and 
Kashmir will have a full-fledged center of excel-
lence for constancy, capacity building and post-
harvest management.

Under the project, the value addition of honey 
is also being envisioned coupled with efficient 
growth of bee sector using native honey bees.

“Generation of additional Rs 475 crore income by 
the sale of by-products has been targeted under the 
project. The value addition will be possible by har-
nessing the potential of by-products,” the official 
informed.

He added that 86 enterprises will be set up in the 
coming five years under the project. “The potential 
of apiculture has not been tapped fully in Jammu 
and Kashmir. So, under this project latest inter-
ventions are being brought to produce good quality 
honey in huge quantity to uplift our beekeepers,” 
said the  official.

Sprawling Badamwari Garden
that the bloom percentage in the garden is almost 

30% and in weeks’ time peak bloom is expected. 
He further added that the garden is the only gar-
den in old Srinagar city which is a good source of 
recreation for the local population. Director Flori-
culture informed that the developmental works to 
preserve and up-grade the garden are in progress 
and every care shall be taken to cater the require-
ments of visitors.

It is important to mention here that the garden 
was visited by more than 03 lac visitors last year 
and it is expected that a good number of visitors 
shall also visit this year.

Director Floriculture further informed that the 

garden is nicely spruced and the Department wel-
comes all to visit the garden and enjoy the mesmer-
izing almond bloom. People should come and enjoy 
the beauty of Kashmir.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR:- A Meeting of 
District Level Implementa-
tion Committee on Nation-
al Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP) was held Thursday 
under the Chairmanship of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad here at Meeting Hall of 
the DC Office Complex.

Besides, Regional Direc-
tor, Pollution Control Board, 
Kashmir, Rafi Ahmad Bhat, 
SP Traffic, Tariq Ahmad 
and Chief Planning Officer, 
Mohammad Yaseen Lone, 
the meeting was attended by 
DFO Urban, Chief Sanitation 
Officer, DFO City Forests, 
District Floriculture Offi-
cer, District Officer Pollution 
Control Board, ARTO and 
other Engineers & Officers 
from SMC, FCS&CA,

At the outset, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
sought first hand apprais-
al about Implementation 
Status of City Action Plan 
under National Clean Air 

Programme(NCAP) being 
executed in Srinagar aimed 
at 25% reduction in PM10 
levels by 2025 to improve Air 
Quality Index in the District.

During the meeting other 
aspects under NCAP were 
also discussed threadbare 
including Annual Action 
Plan with Micro Detailing 
for 2022-23, Development of 
Green spaces, Source Appor-
tionment and Emission 
inventory studies, progress 
on Hot Spot Action Plan, 
Data updation on PRANA 
Portal and Expediting Uti-
lization of Funds under the 
project etc.

 On the occasion, the 
Deputy Commissioner was 
apprised that Annual Action 
Plan with Micro Detailing for 
2022-23 has been completed 
and Draft Action Plan(Part-2) 
of Rs 8.95 crores stands sub-
mitted, in addition to Tenta-
tive Financial Plan for Rs 33 
Crores under NCAP for FY 
2022-23.

The DC was also informed 
that the process regarding 

updation of Data on PRANA 
Portal has been completed.

While reviewing the 
progress on the Action Plan 
for Hot Spots, the DC was 
informed that 5 locations 
have been identified in differ-
ent parts of the City includ-
ing Jehangir Chowk, Bata-
maloo, Soura near SKIMS, 
TRC Crossing Dalgate and 
Panthachowk.  It was given 
out that matter with regard 
to Source Apportionment 
and Emission inventory 
studies taken up with the 
Member Secretary of J&K 
PCC.

Regarding Development 
of Green spaces, the DC was 
informed that DPR has been 
prepared by SMC for Road 
side fencing along Bye-pass 
Road.

The DC was also informed 
that Rs 3.8 crore have been 
expended so far against the 
total Rs 24.35 crore funds 
released under NCAP in the 
District.

While reviewing the 
progress on installation 

of fountains at important 
heavy traffic volume inter-
sections to reduce the envi-
ronmental pollution, the DC 
was informed that over 90 
percent of works has been 
completed on installation of 
fountains at Sonwar, Hzrat-
bal, Batmaloo, Bemina and 
near SMHS Hospital.

The DC was also given a 
detailed brief about finan-
cial implication of activities 
under NCAP for FY 2022-23 
including creating green 
zones with mass plantation/
mountain plantation, Road-
side Plantation in medians 
or adjacent to roads,

paving of Earthen shoul-
ders along the Urban roads, 
IEC activities to promote 
awareness regarding Air 
Pollution Control in Sri-
nagar City, procurement of 
2 Mechanical Road Sweep-
ers with O&M for 2 years, 
installation of C&D plant (60 
TPD) Plantation of Vertical 
Planters at Piers of bridges/
flyovers.

Speaking on the occasion, 

the Deputy Commissioner 
asked all line Departments 
to take proactive actions 
in implementing the City 
Action Plan and providing 
any information/data relat-
ed to filling of details on 
PRANA Portal of MoEF&CC/
CPCB for Compliance 
under NCAP.The DC urged 
the Officers to lay special 
thrust on IEC activities and 
asked them to ensure active 
involvement of Eco Clubs in 
the awareness campaign on 
mass scale to sensitize the 
people about ill effects of air 
pollution. He also stressed on 
effective implementation of 
an action plan for control & 
abatement of air pollution.

The DC also emphasized 
on proactive actions and 
proper coordination among 
the line Departments in 
better implementation of 
the City Action Plan under 
NCAP. He asked all the line 
Departments to work in 
unison to prepare a concrete 
Action plan for the year 2023-
24 at the earliest.

With regard to launch-
ing of plantation drive in 
City to increase green cover 
to attain better Air Quality 
Index in years ahead, the 
DC stressed on undertak-
ing plantation in Zewan and 
Khonmoh areas particular-
ly in stone quarry/mining 
affected areas and barren 
patches so that green cover 
is increased to these affected 
areas with visible impact.

The DC also asked the 
SMC authorities to make 
recently procured Sweeping 
Machines Operational in the 
City parts to improve the Air 
quality in the District.

During the meeting, the 
DC also directed for the con-
stitution of sub Committees 
for effective implementation 
and monitoring of different 
components under NCAP.

Earlier, Scientist B, CPCB 
gave a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation on National 
Clean Air Programme 
(NCAP) and Stakeholder 
wise key action points were 
elaborated.

DC Sgr reviews progress of CAP under National Clean Air Programme

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KISHTWAR: Secretary, Health 
and Medical Education, Bhu-
pinder Kumar, who is on 
two-day tour to Kishtwar to 
review the status of medical 
facilities and infrastructure 
development in the district, 
Thursday inaugurated vari-
ous medical facilities includ-
ing Eye Block, upgraded Inten-
sive Care Unit (ICU) and High 
Dependency Unit  (for Critical 
Gynae patients) here at  Dis-
trict Hospital.

Director Health Services, 
Jammu, Dr. Saleem-ur-Rehm-
an, District Development 
Commissioner, Kishtwar, 
Dr. Devansh Yadav, Direc-
tor Ayush, Dr. Mohan Singh, 
ADDC Kishtwar Sham Lal  
and other senior officers were 
present on the occasion.

Pertinently, the Eye Block 
houses an eye ward and opera-
tion theatre constructed under 
National Blindness Control 

Programme (NBCP).
Secretary interacted with 

the CMO and DH authorities 
and enquired about the patient 
care facilities being provided 
in the hospital.

Bhupinder directed the con-
cerned authorities to ensure 
that all the patients are cov-
ered under Ayushman Bharat 
scheme. He urged upon them 
to process the case regarding 
introduction of DNB course in 
the DH. He also asked the con-
cerned to follow up the process 
for procurement of Critical 
Care Ambulance for the DH.

Later, Secretary convened 
a review meeting with the 
district administration and 
President and EO Municipal 
Council Kishtwar besides 
other council ward members.

During the meeting, Bhu-
pinder reviewed physical and 
financial status of mega proj-
ects and schemes under execu-
tion in the Municipal Limits of 
Kishtwar town.

Kumar chairs review 
meeting; Assesses development 
projects of MC Kishtwar
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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TRANSFORMING J&K

 Kashmir’s traditional mat ‘Wagoo’

BJP felicitates national 
judo medal winners

Damaged in 2008 snowfall, 
school building in Tulail 
village awaits repair work

SED to resume 
transfers through ATD

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU- Hailing the lau-
rels brought by four visu-
ally impaired Judokas of 
Jammu and Kashmir for 
bagging one gold, one silver 
and two bronze medals in 
the just concluded 11th 
Para National Judo Cham-

pionship in Lucknow, BJP 
Thursday appreciated their 
resilience, fortitude and 
love for the game, hoping 
that their distinction will 
serve as an inspiration for 
all to aim high and excel in 
their chosen sports.

Felicitating the boys, Mr. 
Devender Singh Rana, Sr 
BJP leader said “The sons of 
soil have proven once again 
that there is no dearth of 
talent in Jammu and Kash-
mir and the only need is 
to identify them for being 
coached by experts in the 
field”. He said the contribu-
tion of visually impaired 
and specially abled in every 
sphere of activity including 

arts and sports has not been 
second to any. This is some-
thing that is heart-warming 
for all of us, he added.

Mr Rana wished the 
winner all the success to the 
Judokas for all the events 
they participate in times to 
come and hoped that they 
will definitely make their 

mark in national and inter-
national championships. He 
said they have made every 
citizen of Jammu and Kash-
mir proud.

Felicitating the Judokas, 
Mr Sham Lal Sharma, BJP 
Pradesh Vice President 
lauded their grit and deter-
mination in overcoming 
hurdles and difficulties to 
translate their dreams into 
reality. The outstanding 
performance of the visual-
ly impaired players in the 
national event will certain-
ly enthuse similarly placed 
sports persons in various 
disciplines and encourage 
them to participate in vari-
ous competitions in a big 

way.
Mr Sharma emphasized 

the crucial need of overall 
growth of the youngsters, 
especially those specially 
abled and said the sports 
will ensure this aspect of 
their lives.

Mr. Arun Prabhat, Presi-
dent BJYM, while felicitat-

ing the young boys, said, 
“We all must encourage 
them and urged the Govern-
ment to provide all support 
to such budding specially 
abled sportspersons, who 
not only brought laurels to 
the UT, but also serve as a 
source of inspiration for all 
others”.

He wished the winners 
all the success in their 
endeavours.

Mr Rana and Mr Sharma 
also complimented their 
coaches for shaping the des-
tiny of Judokas by perfect-
ing their skills in the most 
professional manner.

Mr. Arvind Gupta and 
Mr. Prem Sagar Aziz who 

were present on the occa-
sion complimented the boys 
for their outstanding per-
formance in the National 
Championship.

The 11th Para National 
Judo Championship was 
organized by the Indian 
Blind and Para Judo Asso-
ciation (IBPJA) from March 

3 to March 7 at K.D Singh 
Babu Stadium Lucknow, 
Uttar Pradesh. The team 
participated in the cham-
pionship under the banner 
of J&K Blind & Para Judo 
Association.

While Shahid Ali bagged 
the Gold medal, Sourav 
Guleria clinched Silver and 
Tariq Ahmed  and Sadam 
Hussain both won Bronze 
Medals.

The team of Blind Boys 
was coached by Chief Judo 
Coach Suraj Bhan Singh 
of J&K Sports Council and 
escorted by Rameshwar 
Jamwal Judo coach and 
Ajay Thakur as Team Man-
ager for the championship.

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Srinagar: The traditional 
reed mat popularly Known 
as 'Wagoo' which was once 
a household name in Kash-
mir is fading from public 
memory.

The traditional eco-
friendly mat, according to 
people associated with the 
ancient craft, has no takers 
now.

Ghulam Mohammad 
Mantoo (90) son of Ali 
Mohammad Mantoo of 
Moti Mohalla Kalaan in 
Mir Behri area of Sri-
nagar said that he has been 
making Wagoo for the past 
50 years but now he has left 
it as there are no takers for 
Wagoo now.

He said that when people 

were using traditional mats 
there were almost no cases 
of back pain and other ail-
ments caused by the present 
day flooring.

He said that there is no 
raw material available 
which is required to make 
Wagoo. Mantoo also blamed 
the government for not 
being able to take measures 
to save the craft.

According to him, it has 
left hundreds of people asso-
ciated with the craft jobless.

A mat is weaved by 2-3 
artisans and fetch a meagre 
Rs 1000 making it challeng-
ing for people to eke out 
their livelihood. Wagoo is 
made by making long ropes 
together and then interlock-
ing the reed with ropes—
(KNO)

Scores of weavers jobless 
in the face of no demand

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary (ACS), Agricul-
ture Production Depart-
ment, Atal Dulloo, Thurs-
day advocated the need for 
evolving meticulous plan-
ning for effective implemen-
tation of Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes (CSSs) relat-
ing agriculture in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

ACS was chairing a meet-
ing held to approve and rec-
ommend the Annual Action 
Plan for the year 2023-24. 
The plan encompasses vari-
ous Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes that are currently 
operational in the Agricul-
ture Production Department.

The meeting presented 
an annual action plan 
regarding various schemes 
including Rashtriya Krishi 
Vikas Yojana, Holistic 
Agriculture Development 
Programme, Digital Agri-
culture Mission, Krishon-
nati Yojana and National 
e-Governance Plan in Agri-
culture among others. The 
proposed plan is expected to 
promote niche crops, exotic 
vegetables and hi-tech pro-
tected cultivation, farm 
mechanization and automa-
tion, promotion of oilseeds, 

development of rain-fed 
areas and development of 
seed and seed multiplica-
tion chains, among others.

ACS emphasized meticu-
lous planning and reason-
able requirements of funds 

for maximum productiv-
ity. He asked the officers 
to ensure that the pro-
posed components must be 
admissible under respective 
guidelines besides prepar-
ing detailed DPRs for each 
and every project before 
execution.

The outcomes of these 
proposed schemes are 
expected to include a reduc-
tion of cultivation costs 
by at least 10 percent, an 

increase of production/
productivity by at least 
12-15 percent, a reduction 
of drudgery by 12 percent 
and an increase of farmers' 
income. In addition, the 
Per Drop More Crop initia-

tive is expected to result 
in inclusion of land under 
drip irrigation and sprin-
kler irrigation, improved 
irrigation facilities and an 
overall saving of water by 
70-90 percent.

During the meeting, 
lengthy discussions were 
held on budgetary estimates 
under various schemes and 
their respective compo-
nents that are to be complet-
ed by various departments. 

The expenditures during 
the past financial year were 
reviewed and the revised 
figures for the new financial 
year were discussed.

Those present in the 
meeting included Principal 

Chief Conservator of For-
ests, Dr Mohit Gera, Secre-
tary in Jal Shakti Depart-
ment, Deepika Sharma, DG 
Command Area Develop-
ment, Directors of Agricul-
ture, Horticulture, Animal 
Husbandry, Sheep Hus-
bandry, Sericulture and 
MD JK Agro besides other 
senior officers from vari-
ous allied departments in 
person and through video 
conference.

Dulloo advocates meticulous planning for 
effective implementation of CSSs

SAJID RAINA

Bandipora: Residents 
of Abdulain, a remote 
village of Tulail area of 
north Kashmir’s Bandip-
ora district, have accused 
the government of failing 
to repair the school build-
ing which suffered exten-

sive damages due to the 
heavy snowfall in 2008.

" W h e n e v e r  w e 
approached the admin-
istration about the issue, 
we were told that a pro-
posal had been made and 
repair work on it would 
be started very soon. But 
that has not happened 
yet," locals said.

They accused the 
administration of not 
being serious about the 
future of children.

"Due to lack of space, 

students are facing a 
lot of difficulties but 
nobody listens to us. The 
school building must be 
repaired immediately so 
that they too can get rid 
of these sufferings," said 
a group of students.

"On the one hand, the 
government is claiming 

that the education system 
in the border areas will 
be improved, but we have 
been pleading for many 
years that the building 
should be repaired," they 
said, adding that the gov-
ernment should take this 
issue seriously.

"If the administration 
wants, they can repair 
this building in a few 
days but we don't under-
stand why it is not being 
worked on," they added—
(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Divi-
sional Commissioner 
(Div Com) Kashmir, 
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri 
accompanied by Commis-
sioner SMC/CEO Smart 

City, Athar Amir Khan 
Wednesday late night took 
a tour of the city to review 
the night shift work 
on the ongoing works 
under Smart City Project 
throughout the city.

The Div Com carried 
out on the spot review 
of various works being 
executed in city parts in 
the night shifts.

Srinagar Smart City 
has made it mandatory 
that work is conducted 
both during the day and 
in night shifts to ensure 

speedy completion of 
works.

He also took a detailed 
review of works at North-
ern Foreshore, Shalimar 
Canal, Nishat Precinct, 
Boulevard Walkway, 
Chuntkul, Chinar Bagh, 

Residency Road, M.A 
Road, Ghanta Ghar, 
Batamaloo, Qamarwari 
Mominabad, and Rajbagh 
Riverfront.

T h e  D i v  C o m 
impressed upon the con-
cerned officials to ensure 
the timely execution of all 
the works being carried 
out in Srinagar under 
Smart City Project.

The Div Com was 
accompanied by officials 
from R&B, SMC, Smart 
City and other allied 
departments.

Div Com Kashmir takes 
late night tour of City
Reviews night shift pace on ongoing 
works under Smart City Project

Process to complete 
by April ending

AGENCIES

Srinagar: The School 
Education Department 
(SED) has decided to start 
the reshuffle of the teach-
ing staff of the school 
prior to the commence-
ment of the new academ-
ic session in educational 
institutions.

The transfers will be 
done through Annual 
Transfer Drive (ATD) an 
online system of trans-
fers introduced by the 
department some three 
years ago.

Notably, the transfers 
were put on hold during 
the last academic ses-
sion as the reshuffle was 
ordered in mid-session 
which was likely to 
hamper the academic 
activities.

“The transfers which 
were ordered last year 
were put on hold to 
ensure that there are 
no disruptions in the 
schools due to reshuffle 
of the teaching staff,” an 
official said.

In a fresh move, the 
SED has issued tentative 
schedule for completion 
of online transfers-2023.

As per the schedule, 
the notice for online 
applications for transfers 
of General Line Teach-
ers (GLTs), Masters and 
Headmasters will be 
issued by the respective 
Director School Educa-
tion.

The application for 
transfers of GLTs and 
masters can be submit-
ted from March 10 to 25 of 
2023 while these files will 
be processed from March 
26 to April 15 of 2023. “The 
transfer process will be 
completed by or before 
April 28,” the notifica-
tion reads.

Similarly the notice 
for online transfers of 
lecturers and principals 
will be issued by the 
administrative depart-
ment for which the can-
didates can submit their 
online transfer applica-
tions from March 10 to 25 
of 2023. “The files will be 
processed from March 26 
to April 15 of 2023 and the 
transfer process will be 
completed by or before 
April 28,” the notifica-
tion reads.

Notably, the School 
Education Department 
(SED) has already decid-
ed that no individual 
transfers will be enter-
tained and the depart-
ment will not keep the 
transfer system active for 
whole academic session.

“The process will be 
started before commence-
ment of the new class 
work in schools and our 
target is to complete the 
process in a shortest pos-
sible time,” the official 
said.

The SED has made a 
target to ensure proper 
Pupil Teacher Ratio 
(PTR) is maintained 
in schools as per the 
requirement of the stu-
dents.

Earlier, the advisor 
to J&K Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Rajeev Rai Bhat-
nagar emphasised on 
the rationalisation of 
teaching staff specially 
in middle and senior sec-
ondary schools.

The advisor enjoined 
upon the officers for effec-
tive rationalisation of 
teaching staff before the 
onset of fresh academic 
session “so that no time 
is wasted in process and 
required subject specific 
teachers are placed at the 
schools.”—(KNO)

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Director 
Horticulture Kashmir, 
G.R. Mir kick-started 
the plantation drive by 
planting a fruit plant at 
Directorate of Horticul-
ture Rajbagh, Srinagar.

The event was attend-
ed by officers and offi-
cials of the Directorate 
of Horticulture, Rajbagh.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Director of Horti-
culture Kashmir empha-
sized the importance of 
planting trees and urged 
the officers and field staff 
to actively participate in 
the plantation drive.

The Director of Horti-
culture also visited the 
Pesticide Testing Labora-
tory (PTL), Rajbagh and 
took stock of its function-
ing.

Later, the Director 
Horticulture visited dis-
trict Budgam, where he 
participated in a series of 
events.

At the outset, he par-
ticipated in an aware-
ness camp at Chief Hor-
ticulture Officer’s office 
Budgam. The camp was 
attended by Chief Horti-
culture Officer Budgam, 
District Horticulture 
Officer and other officers 
of the department besides 
representatives of PRIs 
and a good number of 
farmers.

On spot awareness 
was given about the ben-
eficiary oriented and self-
employment schemes of 
the Horticulture Depart-

ment.
The Director Horticul-

ture stressed on the field 
functionaries to remain 
in close touch with the 
farmers for resolution 
of the issues confront-
ing them with regard 
to management of their 
orchards. He assured 
the farmers of providing 
them all possible assis-
tance as per the norms 
prescribed under various 
departmental schemes.

The Director on the 
occasion visited village 
Shoolipora, Budgam 
where he initiated plan-
tation drive under the 
departmental scheme 
Area Expansion (Medi-
um-Density).

He also visited the 
village Jawalapora, 
where he inspected the 
newly established High-
Density orchard estab-
lished under the scheme 
Revised Modified High-
Density Plantation 
Scheme. He interacted 
with the orchardists and 
patiently listened to their 
demands and assured 
them of all possible sup-
port.

The Director instruct-
ed the field functionar-
ies of the Department 
to provide all technical 
knowhow to the orchard-
ists’ right from pruning 
to harvesting including 
thinning, fertigation, 
nutrient management, 
pest/disease manage-
ment etc. with respect 
to the high-density 
orchards.

Dir Horti kick-starts 
plantation drive at Rajbagh

5 employees including a doctor 
found absent in  Langate

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kup-
wara, Dr. Doifode Sagar Dattatray conducted a sur-
prise inspection of Primary Health Centre Unisoo 
of Langate.

While scrutinizing the attendance roll, the DC 
found five employees absent and taking serious note 
of this casual attitude of the employees, he directed 
the CMO Kupwara to take strict action against them.

Absent employees included a doctor, three phar-
macists, and an FMPHW.

 Deputy Commissioner, also asked CMO Kupwara 
to conduct surprise visits at all the health institutions 
so that essential public services could be provided to 
people in an efficient manner.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Anant-
nag, Dr Basharat Qayoom 
Thursday held a multi 
departmental review of vari-
ous employment generation 
schemes in vogue.

Reviewing the engage-
ment of youth in various self 
employment schemes, the 
DC called for a two pronged 
strategy of creating aware-
ness about the schemes 
among the target group 
and ensuring hassle free 
registration and disbursal 
process for interested youth.

He said that entrepre-
neurs who have benefitted 
from the schemes and have 
set up viable livelihood gen-
eration projects should be 
engaged to motivate other 
youth to follow suit. He said 
display of scheme related 
information at conspicuous 
places and on social media 
platforms will also add in 
generating awareness.

Dr Basharat also stressed 
that interested youth must 
be hand holded at every 
step including processing 
of loans and subsidies as 
well as by providing tech-
nical knowledge necessary 

to set up viable businesses. 
He said that informative 
workshops on market-
ing and increasing scale 
of operations must also be 
encouraged. The depart-
mental heads presented 
the progress achieved till 
now by their respective 
departments. CHO said the 
department is supporting 
horticulturists and orchard-
ists by providing seedlings, 
machinery support and pro-
moting mechanization.

 Similarly, through 
PMDP and MIDH, Agri-
culture has benefitted 1037 
beneficiaries. JKEDI has 
provided training to 835 
persons under start up India 
policy. While 91 beneficia-
ries have benefitted through 
the schemes of Animal Hus-
bandry, 102 beneficiaries 
have been employed at trout 
farms and allied activities 
through support from the 
Fisheries department.

NRLM has had massive 
penetration in the rural 
landscape and as many as 
6,638 SHGs are working in 
different sectors of the econ-
omy in the district involving 
more than 50,000 members. 
These SHGs are also market-
ing their products online.

DC Anantnag reviews 
status of employment 
generation schemes
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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F
rom time to time, doctors 
have been warning about 
the adverse effects of self-
medication practices in the 
valley. Taking pills without 

the consultation of medical profession-
als,  the overall health of the patients 
has been impacted. It is unfortunate 
that pharmacists are providing medi-
cines without prescriptions. Children, 
men, and women are swallowing pain-
killers and antibiotics on their own. 
They think that self-medication will 
improve health but the truth is that 
it attacks the other parts of the body. 
Incorrect dosages can cause reactions 
and a person can die within no time. 
The people in our valley hesitate and 
feel lazy to visit doctors. They find it 
easier to treat themselves at home. 
During the Covid-19 pandemic phase," 
limcee and Azithromycin" tablets were 
swallowed like candies. Later on, many 
people complained of stomach pain due 
to excessive use of pills. Hence people 
need to realize that doctors are there 
to heal patients. They have sacrificed 
the golden period of their lives to prac-
tice medicine. After Almighty, it is the 
doctor who is capable of treating people 
in the right way. As far as pharmacists 
are concerned they must not give medi-
cine to people without proper prescrip-
tions. The patients must consult a gen-
eral physician for minor health issues 
like cold, cough, or headache. In case 
the doctor is not available he can help 
during a medical emergency. People 
are reluctant in seeking medical advice 
on time that is why they land into 
health troubles. The drug agencies are 
both friends and foes to the people. Ear-
lier they sold medicines to cure people 
but nowadays it has become a source 
of making money. These agencies are 
not only fooling people but making 
people addicted to certain painkillers. 
They are making the public believe 
that they can't survive without medi-
cines. It is well said that" prevention 
is better than cure".On a serious note, 
the people of the valley must take care 
of their health so that they don't have 
to swallow pills. People should develop 
a habit of eating healthily and exer-
cising regularly. This will bring a big 
difference in the lives of people. Self-
diagnosis and excessive intake of medi-
cines can bring more harm than good. 
The LG administration must also focus 
on medical issues and ban the phar-
macies who provide medicine without 
prescriptions. This will help people to 
stay healthy and fit in the near future 
and increase life expectancy for sure.

SELF-
MEDICATION

TEACHING: THE PROPHETIC PROFESSION

WE CANNOT END TB IF WE LEAVE OLDER PEOPLE BEHIND

Book Review

HILAL BUKHARI

W
ithout any doubt, teach-
ing is one of the greatest 
professions in this world. 
Skillful and sensible 
teaching we believe cre-

ates and directs a great society by inspir-
ing every learner with the proper enthu-
siasm. That is why we say that teachers 
are our nation builders. Great teachers 
know the marvelous skill of building 
great foundations for a nation not only 
for its mere survival but for its progress 
and development.

Model teaching leads to all-round 
development in society. It is a  blessing 
that benefits and gifts all of those who 
get connected to it. First of all, teaching 
provides a huge benefit to the teacher 
himself. It allows the teacher himself 
to remain connected with the learning 
always. Man can hardly eschew learning 
till he lives a proper and fruitful life in 
this world. There are some thirsts that 
are impossible to be quenched in this 
world. I think learning is one of the finest 
examples of such thirst. Teaching gives 
us the opportunity to keep our thirst sat-
isfied. I think teaching means lifelong 
learning. We learn so that we can teach 
better and this is thus a profession which 
is benefits all it's stakeholders.

However, there are many teachers even 
nowadays who feel that they can teach with-
out learning themselves. I think a person 

who teaches without learning himself prop-
erly and sufficiently is not a teacher but 
a teacher. There is a famous story about 
a teacher who refused to teach one day 
because he thought he had not prepared 
himself properly before the scheduled lesson 

was taught by him. This story must inspire 
all of us and we must bear in our mind that 
teaching demands careful and skillful lesson 
planning to bring out great results.

Some teachers think that teaching 
is a pious profession by itself and there 
are very rare chances of corruption 
in this profession. No doubt, teaching 

is a pious and great profession but if a 
teacher shows laziness while performing 
his duties, it would corrupt the whole 
profession worst than any other one. A 
teacher who fails to capitalize his or her 
full capacity as per the demand, to bring 

the desired results is the culprit for com-
mitting the worst form of corruption.

We believe that teaching is the  "Prophet-
ic Profession." It suggests that like the great 
and pious Prophets, a teacher must never 
shy away from his task. The great proph-
ets never rested and kept working hard 
till their last breaths in this world. They 

never retired and never gave up. We must 
understand that our inspirations are those 
great and divinely gifted souls who always 
taught without any vested interests. Some 
of them even sacrificed their lives for their 
cause. Following their great footprints, our 

goal must be to reach the ideals put forth 
by these grand and divinely guided souls, 
to make our teaching and learning the real 
blessing for the whole world.

Author is a Govt Teacher. He can 
be mailed at  bukhari.hilalahmad5@

gmail.com

SHOBHA SHUKLA 

D
espite an alarming TB burden 
among the older people, 
programmatic response to 
address it is far from opti-
mal, said Dr Vijay Kumar 

Arora, Chairperson of TB Association 
of India, who is also the Chairperson of 
Southeast Asia region of the Internation-
al Union Against TB and Lung Disease 

(The Union).
One in four persons globally who had 

developed active TB disease in 2021 was 
over 55 years of age as per  the latest 
WHO Global TB Report (around 2.7 mil-
lion people). But over a million of these 
older people were missed by TB services 
(or not notified to the national TB pro-
grammes if they ever received any kind 
of care or not).

In India, one in five people who was 
estimated to have active TB disease in 
2021 was over 55 years of age as per the 
WHO Global TB Report 2022 (over 619,000 
people). One third of these older persons 
could not get access to TB services (or 
were not notified to the government-run 
National TB Elimination Programme).

“The population of the elderly persons 
in India has increased exponentially 
from 77 million at the beginning of the 
last century to around 100 million now, 

forming 9% of the total population of the 
country. At the same time the number 
of elderly persons suffering from TB has 
also remained alarmingly high,” said Dr 
VK Arora.

TB rate in those above 55 years of age 
is almost double than others

“The prevalence of TB is 16% among 
the elderly in India. In fact, the TB rate 
in those above 55 years of age is 588 per 
100,000 population, as compared to the 
national average of 316 per 100000 popu-
lation of all ages. There is also a large 
number of elderly TB patients who 
remain undiagnosed. Such a high rate 
of TB necessitates concentrated efforts 
to control the condition effectively. 
Increased life expectancy, changes in the 
demographic profile and atypical presen-
tation of the clinical features of TB pose 
many challenges in the management of 
TB in the elderly,” said Dr VK Arora.

TB diagnostic challenges among the elderly

“Elderly persons with TB form a vul-
nerable group showing high mortality. 
The diagnosis poses difficulties as they 
exhibit many atypical features, and 
symptoms are often similar to other age-
related diseases. Many elderly patients 
present with nonspecific symptoms and 
the condition is missed for a long period 
of time, causing delay in correct diag-
nosis,” said Dr Surya Kant, Professor 
in Department of Respiratory Medicine, 
King George’s Medical University, who 
was also the Scientific Chair of 77th 
National Conference of Tuberculosis 
and Chest Diseases (NATCON) held in 
Agra, India.

TB treatment challenges among the 
elderly

The treatment of elderly patients with 
TB is similar to that given to younger 
patients. However, adverse reac-
tions, such as hepatotoxicity, are more 

common in the elderly. “Drug interac-
tions are more frequent in them. It has 
been seen that 63% of the elderly patients 
exhibit poor tolerance to anti-TB drugs, 
as compared to 54% in younger patients,” 
added Dr VK Arora, who is among the 
Guest Editors of a special issue of Indian 
Journal of Tuberculosis which is dedi-
cated on the theme of TB and the elderly.

Financial issues often become a hin-
drance in continuing treatment. Many 
are not able to take care of themselves. 
This results in poor adherence to treat-
ment and failure to complete the pre-
scribed course. Loss to follow-up is also 
quite high. So the response to treatment 
is also less and there is an increased rate 
of treatment failure with advancing age.

“The susceptibility of elderly to TB 
is increased due to the presence of co-
morbid conditions, such as type-2 dia-
betes mellitus, hypertension, cardiovas-
cular diseases, chronic kidney diseases, 

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
and malignancy. A strong connection has 
been established between diabetes and 
TB among the elderly,” said Dr Arora.

“Moreover, immunity declines with 
old age. As immunity wanes, many cases 
appear to have links to the reactivation of 
lesions that had remained dormant over 
many years. The susceptibility to the dis-
ease is also increased in the background 
of malnutrition, chronic alcoholism, pol-
lution, unhygienic living conditions and 
smoking. Also, drug-resistant TB strains 
put great hurdles to achieve successful 
treatment outcomes,” he added.

Pneumonia, invasive pneumococcal 
disease and other lung diseases

Community acquired pneumonia in 
winters and invasive pneumococcal dis-
ease in un-immunised people pose a chal-
lenge. Opportunistic bacterial, fungal, 
viral, and parasitic infections in the 

elderly are not only difficult to diagnose 
but also difficult to treat. Further, there 
are many potential interactions between 
anti-TB drugs and other additional medi-
cations used by the elderly for the man-
agement of co-existing diseases.

According to a study, an all-inclusive 
management that includes geriatricians 
and infectious disease specialists, is 
required in these vulnerable patients, 
said Dr Arora. Health systems equipped 
with integrated services will have to 
address the challenge of an ageing popu-
lation. Early screening and initiation of 
treatment along with nutritional man-
agement are essential to tackle TB in the 
elderly. Partnerships between organi-
zations are essential for better manage-
ment of cases.

Dr VK Arora said that “India is pro-
gressing towards delivering on the 
promise to end TB in the next 45 months 
(by 2025). It is evident that every person 

with TB needs to be reached with a full 
spectrum of TB services, including TB 
prevention, diagnostics, treatment, care 
and support. We cannot leave behind the 
elderly – or other TB vulnerable groups.

Giving due importance to TB preven-
tion, active case finding and adhering 
to treatment among the elderly will go a 
long way to exert positive influence for 
proper management of TB in the elderly 
to #endTB.

Shobha Shukla is the award-
winning founding Managing Editor 

and Executive Director ofCitizen 
News Service. She is a former senior 
Physics faculty of prestigious Loreto 
Convent College and current Coordi-

nator of Asia Pacific Regional Media 
Alliance for Health and Development 
(APCAT Media). Follow her on Twit-

ter @shobha1shukla 
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SUHAIL BASHIR

Solid Waste Management 
Challenges in Kashmir

URGENT NEED FOR SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION

Solid waste generation in 
Kashmir is a significant con-
cern due to various reasons, 

including the region's growing 
population and changing lifestyle 
patterns. According to a study 
conducted by the Jammu and 
Kashmir Pollution Control Board 
in 2019, the average per capita 
solid waste generation in the 
region was approximately 0.5 kg 
per day. It was estimated approxi-
mately that around 1500 tons of  
solid waste produced very day in 
the urban areas of  the region.

The main sources of  solid waste 
in Kashmir include households, 
commercial establishments, and 
construction activities. The waste 
generated includes organic waste, 

plastics, paper, and other non-
biodegradable materials. In rural 
areas of  Kashmir, solid waste 
generation is lower than in urban 
areas due to the lower population 
density and traditional waste dis-
posal practices, such as using cow 
dung for cooking fuel and com-
posting organic waste. However, 
despite the relatively lower waste 
generation in rural areas, improp-
er disposal practices, such as open 
dumping and burning of  waste, 
still pose a significant threat to the 
environment and public health.

The inadequate management 
of  solid waste in Kashmir and 
the overflowing landfills are 
posing significant environmental 
and public health concerns. The 
improper disposal of  solid waste 
in open areas, including water 
bodies, and the lack of  proper 
waste management infrastruc-
ture has led to the contamination 
of  soil, air, and water resources, 
leading to various health haz-
ards. Moreover, the overflowing 
landfills are causing problems 
like air and water pollution, the 
spread of  diseases, and a breed-
ing ground for rodents and 
insects. The situation is wors-
ened by the fact that the region's 
population is growing, and there 
is an increasing amount of  solid 

waste being generated daily.
The Achan dumping site near 

soura Kashmir, is already full, 
and this has exacerbated the solid 
waste management issues in the 
region. The site was opened in 
2008 and was supposed to have 
a lifespan of  20 years. However, 
due to the growing population 
and increasing waste genera-
tion, the site reached its capacity 
within just 12 years. The situa-
tion at Achan is indicative of  the 
larger solid waste management 
crisis in Kashmir, and there is an 
urgent need to develop sustain-
able waste management solutions. 
This includes the development of  
new landfill sites, waste-to-energy 
plants, composting facilities, and 
recycling centers, while consid-
ering land features, engineered 
structures in consideration with 
environment experts to avoid any 
contamination and harm to envi-
ronment and human health.

The development of  a solid 
waste treatment facility in the 
mountainous region of  Beerwah, 
as recently reported, raises valid 
concerns about the potential risk 
of  environmental pollution and 
harm to aquatic life. It is impor-
tant to recognize that mountain-
ous areas present unique chal-
lenges in waste management due 

to not only the risk of  overflow 
of  pollutants into nearby water 
bodies like river sukhnag that 
flows very near the developing 
waste management facility, espe-
cially during snowing and raining 
seasons but also will be potential 
for soil and groundwater contami-
nation due to leachate and which 
will be very hard to remediate and 
reversed.

The issue of  waste manage-
ment in Kashmir demands imme-
diate attention, action, and we the 
residents must take concrete steps 
to reduce waste generation. One 
way to achieve this is through the 
adoption of  waste reduction strat-
egies in our daily life activities. 
Additionally, it is vital and essen-
tial for the government to invest 
in the sustainable development 
of  effective waste management 
facilities in Kashmir to address 
the growing waste challenge.

To ensure environmental pro-
tection and health and safety of  
residents, waste management 
facilities should be located away 
from residential areas and frag-
ile ecosystems including beauti-
ful mountain/hilly ecosystems 
and pristine water bodies. As 
such, waste management facili-
ties should not be developed in 
these areas to prevent and avert 

negatively significant impact on 
the environment. By implement-
ing these measures, we can effec-
tively manage the waste generat-
ed in Kashmir and maintain the 
natural beauty of  the region. It is 
our responsibility to act now and 
address this critical issue to safe-
guard the health and well-being 
of  our environment and commu-
nities and preserve the beauty of  
Kashmir for generations to come.

Therefore, it is essential to 
develop sustainable and compre-
hensive waste management solu-
tions like as developed by Beeah 
Waste Management in Sharjah-
UAE, which will include proper 
waste segregation, collection, 
transportation, treatment, and 
disposal. It is also necessary to 
create awareness among the gen-
eral public about the importance 
of  proper waste management and 
the need to reduce waste genera-
tion. This will not only help in 
mitigating the environmental and 
public health concerns but also 
ensure a cleaner and sustainable 
future for Kashmir.

The Author is working as 
Environmental Consultant in 

Sharjah, UAE. He can be mailed 
at suhailbashir1272@gmail.com.
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Director Horticulture led JIT 
conducts inspect of CA Store 
& FPU in Zainakote, Konmoh

Distt Admin G'bl sanctions 

relief of Rs 9.59 lakh to 

victims of landslides

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Director 
Horticulture Kashmir, G.R. 
MIR Thursday led a Joint 
Inspection Team (JIT) to 
inspect 01CA Stores and 
01 Food Processing unit 
at Zainakote and Konmoh 
areas of  Srinagar.

On the occasion, the 
Director emphasized the 
Department's unwavering 
commitment to strengthen-
ing the post-harvest infra-
structure in the valley. 
He further added that the 
department is currently 
investigating every possi-
ble opportunity to develop 
infrastructure such as CA 
stores and processing units 
throughout the region, 
aiming to provide the farm-
ing community with out-
standing services.

He urged entrepreneurs 
to step forward and invest 
in the establishment of  
CA Stores and other post-
harvest units, thereby con-
tributing to the creation of  
a robust post-harvest man-
agement chain.

The Director was accom-
panied by Chief  Can-
ning Instructor Srinagar, 
Chief  Horticulture Officer 
Srinagar, Ex. Engineer 
Mechanical, Anantnag Ex. 
Engineer Horticulture Plan-
ning and Marketing, repre-
sentative from SKUAST-K 
besides others.

Later, the Director made 
a visit to the Bandipora dis-
trict, where he attended an 
awareness camp at the vil-
lage Markunadal, Hajin.

The camp was attend-
ed by Chief  Horticulture 
Officer Bandipora, other 
officers,officials of  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  b e s i d e s, 
members of  the PRIs 
and a large number of  
farmers.

During the camp attend-
ees were provided with 
immediate information 
about the beneficiary-ori-
ented and self-employment 
schemes offered by the Hor-
ticulture Department.

During his address, the 
Director of  Horticulture 
stressed the need for field 
functionaries to maintain 
close contact with farmers, 
in order to help resolve any 
issues regarding orchard 
management.

Afterward, the Director 
paid a visit to the village 
Shilvat in Sumbal, where he 
launched a plantation drive 
under the Area Expansion 
Scheme (Medium-Density) 
of  the department.

DLSA Gbl organizes Legal Awareness 

programme on Acid Attack
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) Ganderbal thursday 
organised a legal awareness 
programme on the topic 
“NALSA (Legal Services 
to Victims of  acid attack) 
Scheme, 2016, prevention 
of  acid attack, rights of  
victims of  acid attack and 
J&K Victim Compensa-
tion Scheme, 2019, at Block 
Training Centre, NRLM 
Ganderbal.

The programme was 
conducted under the super-
vision of  Chairman DLSA 
Ganderbal, Ritesh Kumar 
Dubey and guidance of  Sec-
retary DLSA Ganderbal, 
Nusrat Ali Hakak.

Adv. Sheikh Moham-
mad Mustehseen, threw 
light on the topic and 
shared his  valuable 
knowledge on the subject 
with the participants.

The gathering was pro-
vided with firsthand knowl-
edge on the provisions of  
the NALSA scheme for Acid 
Attack Victims.

The Resource Person dis-
cussed all the provisions of  
the Scheme and explained 
them in a very lucid 
manner.  He said Education 
is critical in prevention of  
acid attacks and other forms 
of  violence against women 
and girls. Prevention should 
start early in life, by educat-
ing and working with young 

boys and girls promoting 
respectful relationships and 
gender equality.

He added, the Constitu-
tion of  India guarantees the 
right to life and liberty of  
every individual under Arti-
cle 21. This has been inter-
preted to include the right to 
live with dignity and would 
encompass the right to live 

with dignity of  all including 
victims of  acid attacks.

He said, a victim or the 
dependent as the case may 
be, shall be eligible for grant 
of  compensation under this 
scheme. However, the com-
pensation received by them 
in the other schemes shall 
be taken into account while 
deciding the quantum of  
compensation.

The application and rec-
ommendations for compen-
sation can be moved either 
before SLSA or the con-
cerned DLSA or filed online 
on a portal which shall be 
created by all SLSAs.

Social Workers of  Special 
cell for women, Ganderbal, 
also threw light on the topic 
and made participants aware 
about the role and function-
ing of  Special cell for women, 
District Ganderbal.

The programme was 
attended by Legal Assis-
tant DLSA Ganderbal, Pro-
gramme Manager, NRLM 
Wakoora, PLVs of  District 
Ganderbal, Aganwadi Work-
ers, Members of  Self  Help 
Groups and local women.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The Dis-
trict Administration Gan-
derbal Thursday sanc-
tioned relief/financial 
assistance to a tune of  Rs. 
9,59,400 among the 18 vic-
tims/sufferers of  Gund.

The  relief/financial 
assistance was provided 
to the victims whose 
r e s i d e n t i a l  h o u s e s, 
Structures, Land, Live-
stock, including crops 
had been damaged due to 
recent landslides which 
occurred on 22 February, 
2023 in areas of  Rezin, 
Porjat and Gagangeer.

Besides, Rs. 1.15 lakh has 
been distributed among 
the three victims/suffer-
ers whose livestock have 
been damaged due to heavy 

snowfall/ heavy rains on 
21 June, 2022 in the area of  
Mahlish, Tehsil Kangan.

The District Adminis-
tration had constituted 
the committee under the 
chairmanship of  Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Ganderbal, Mehraj-ud-Din 
Shah to finalize the damage 
caused due to the landslides 
in block Gund.

The designated com-
mittee after examining the 
reports relevant documents 
received from concerned 
departments including Teh-
sildar Gund, Chief  Animal 
Husbandry Officer, District 
Sheep Husbandry Officer 
and Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Ganderbal 
recommended the relief/
financial assistance in 
favour of  victims.

Awareness regarding Army 
Recruitment Rally, 2023 
held in Anantnag

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG:  An aware-
ness camp regarding Army 
Recruitment Rally, 2023 was 
Thursday held at Dak Bun-
galow Khanabal, here.

The event was presided 
over by Army Recruiting 
Officer, Srinagar Colonel 
Suresh. The event aimed 
to provide detailed infor-
mation about the Agniveer 
recruitment process.

Colonel Suresh briefed 
the attendees on the recruit-
ment procedure, which 
began on February 16 and 
will end on March 15. He said 
the first step is for the aspi-
rants to register online and 
the registered candidates 
will have to undergo Com-
puter-based CEE (Common 
Entrance Examination), 
which will commence on 

April 17. Qualified candi-
dates will then have to par-
ticipate in recruitment ral-
lies and medical tests.

Sharing details of  the 
improvised process, the 
Colonel said the website 
has been linked with DigiL-
ocker so that candidates 
can easily access their 
documents. Further, a 50% 
subsidy in registration fees 
is being provided so that 
aspirants will only have to 
pay Rs 250.

Underlining the reduc-
tion time in recruitment, he 
informed the aspirants that 
a written exam will precede 
the medical and physical 
fitness tests.

The event was attended 
by ADC, officials from 
Army and prospective can-
didates and school students, 
both male and female.

Urs of Baba 
Gaffar Sahib 
to be held on 
March 11 in 
B’pora
GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: The 
Urs of  sufi saint Baba 
Gaffar Sahib is going 
to be held on 11th of  
March at the residence 
of  his disciple Peer 
Ghulam Qadir Ganie 
at Kanoosa Guzarbal.

On the occasion, sev-
eral programmes will 
be held during the day-
long function. Several 
singers will enthrall 
the audience by pre-
senting Sufi poetry of  
the Saint.

Special prayers will 
also be held on the 
occasion.

All the disciples 
have been invited to 
attend the Urs.

Surprise inspection of 

govt. offices held in B’pora

Ensure Aadhaar based biometric attendance in all 
offices, provide quality service delivery: ADC

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: On the 
directions of  Deputy Com-
missioner Bandipora, The 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Waseem 
Raja on Thursday conduct-
ed a surprise inspection of  
offices housed in Mini-Sec-
retariat, here.

The ADC on the occa-
sion inspected attendance 
and other records of  offices. 
He said that the surprise 
inspection was carried out 
to maintain punctuality 
and discipline in offices. 
He said that indiscipline of  
any kind, lack of  punctual-
ity and absenteeism will not 
be tolerated.

Subsequent to the inspec-
tion, action was initiated 
against the officers and 

employees who were found 
absent from duty including 
late comers.

While interacting with 
officers and officials, the 
ADC said that providing 
quality public service deliv-
ery is the priority of adminis-
tration and no lackadaisical 
approach of  any kind shall 
be tolerated in this regard.

He also stressed on 
maintaining cleanliness 
and proper maintenance of  

assets and records.
The ADC on the occa-

sion laid stress on biomet-
ric attendance in the offices 
and directed the heads of  
all departments to ensure 
Aadhaar based biometric 
attendance of  all employees 
besides maintaining tour 
and leave records.

During the surprise 
inspection, the ADC was 
accompanied by ACR and 
other concerned.

Fisheries Deptt organizes daylong 

Demonstration programme under ATMA

DC B'la distributes Emergency 
Response Kits among Aapda 
Mitra volunteers

Various Deputations call on Chairperson DDC Ganderbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: A daylong train-
ing cum demonstration 
programme was Thursday 
organized by Department of  
Fisheries, Kulgam at Trout 
Fish Farm Chancer under 
Agricultural Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
(ATMA).

The programme was 
attended by fish farmers 
of  the district and a good 
number of  unemployed 
youth.

Assistant Director Fish-
eries informed that the 
programme was aimed to 
disseminate the informa-
tion regarding latest tech-
nological interventions 
being adopted in Fisheries 
sector like Recirculatory 
Aquaculture system (RAS), 
Biofloc etc and the farmers 
were advised to transform 
their fish farming units on 

modern scientific lines to 
achieve higher yields from 
their units with optimal 
input costs.

During the programme, 

participating farmers were 
made aware of  the for-
mation of  Fish Farmers 
Producer Organizations 
(FFPOs) for harnessing ben-

efits on cluster mode.
On the occasion, the 

progressive farmers also 
shared their success stories 
and advised the unemployed 
youth to adopt fish farming 
and other related activities 
to earn their livelihood with 
dignity and honour.

Practical demonstrations 
of  fish farming activities 
viz. Hatchery management, 
Brood stock management, 
feeding and grading etc 
were also conducted.

During the feedback ses-
sion, the farmers raised the 
importance of  insurance 
cover for fish live stocks, 
upon which Assistant Direc-
tor Fisheries assured them 
that it is under active con-
sideration of  the Depart-
ment and Director Fisher-
ies has already taken up 
the matter with reputed 
Insurance companies for 
the needful.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BARAMULLA: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Baramulla, Dr Syed 
Sehrish Asgar, who is also chair-
person of District Disaster Man-
agement Authority, distributed 
Emergency Response Kits among 
Aapda Mitra volunteers of the 
district at Dakbanglow Baramulla.

These volunteers have com-
pleted 12 days Disaster Manage-
ment training at SDRF Ist Battal-
ion Srinagar. The Volunteers have 
been acquainted with the knowl-
edge and skills to deal with any 
kind of disaster. The upskilling of 
Aapda Mitra will go a long way in 
conducting the rescue operations 
during the disaster.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
DC said that upskilling of Aapda 
Mitra Volunteers with disaster 
management rescue techniques 
focuses on creating special-
ized rescue teams to respond 
and deal with the eventualities 
during any disaster

The DC further outlined 
the scope and mandate of the 
trained volunteers who shall be 
in a state of readiness to tackle 
and rescue the people during 
any disaster. Additional District 
Development Commissioner 
Baramulla Aijaz Abdullah Saraf, 
DYSP Traffic Rural, Mujahad 
Nazir, Tehsildar HQ and other 
concerned officers and officials 
were present on the occasion.

Inspects work 
progress on Bus 
Adda Ganderbal

GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: To seek 
support and interven-
tion in redressal of  their 
grievances, a number of  
deputations Thursday 
called on Chairperson, 
District Development 
Council (DDC) Gander-

bal,  Nuzhat Ishfaq at 
her office here.

She heard the public 
grievances and received 
various memoran-
dums relating to dif-
ferent developmental 
demands.

One of  the deputa-
tions of  shopkeepers 
from Nagbal submit-
ted a representation to 
the Chairperson and 
demanded compensation 
and rehabilitation.

A deputation from Sub 
division Kangan urged 
the Chairperson to direct 
the concerned officials 
for upgradation and early 
completion of  the roads 
under NABARD, PMGSY 
and R&B.

Similarly, deputa-
tions from Manigam, 
Yarmuqam and Ander-
wan raised different 
demands and issues 
for the development of  
their area.

The DDC Chairper-
son gave patient hear-
ing to everyone and 
took up their problems 
with the concerned 
departments and also 
forwarded many of  
them on official pads.

She said the govern-
ment is committed 
towards the mitigation 
of  the sufferings of  
the people and many 
schemes have been 
launched for the social 

and economic uplift-
ment of  the women, 
youth, and weaker sec-
tions and down trodden.

Nuzhat Ishfaq said 
that the Council in coali-
tion is working round 
the clock to ensure that 
the developmental activ-
ities and the benefits 
of  the welfare schemes 
reach the deserving 
people.

Later, the DDC Chair-
person along with ACR 

Ganderbal, Officers of  
SRTC, and ARTO Gan-
derbal visited Bus Adda 
Ganderbal.

At Bus Adda, the DDC 
Chairperson gave neces-
sary instructions to the 
SRTC officials to opera-
tionalize the bus stand.

She also directed 
them to start bus ser-
vice from Shairpathri, 
Wakura, CUK Tullam-
ulla and other routes to 
Srinagar.

MP Khatana reviews progress of 
CSS, Special Central Assistance 
to Tribal Sub Schemes
REASI: Member of  Parlia-
ment, Rajya Sabha, Ghulam 
Ali Khatana conducted a 
review of  the progress of  
centrally sponsored schemes 
being implemented in dis-
trict Reasi in a meeting held 
at the district headquarters.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner, Reasi, Babila Rakwal, 
ADDC Jyoti Salathia, ADC 
Abdul Star, CPO Sunita 
Kanchan, POICDS Anwar 
Banday, and other district 
officers attended the meet-
ing along with Executive 
Engineers.

The DDC presented a 
detailed PowerPoint about 
the ongoing developmental 
works being executed by 
different departments in 
the district, highlighting 
the achievements under dif-
ferent sectors. The district 
has recorded 76% physical 
expenditure against the 
target.

The Member of  Rajya 
Sabha directed concerned 
departments to mobilise 
their men and machinery 
for effective implementa-
tion and coverage of  100% 
eligible beneficiaries under 
all schemes. He stressed on 
timely and effective redressal 
of  public grievances at their 
doorsteps and directed offi-
cers to work in coordination 
for better results at the grass-
roots level.

The PDD was asked to reg-
ulate the power supply in the 

city and peripheral areas and 
avoid unscheduled power 
cuts. Regarding the shortage 
of  drinking water, the PHE 
authorities were directed to 
start all schemes under JJM 
and regulate and ensure 
water supply in the district 
while replacing the damaged 
pipes at the earliest.

The Chief  Education Offi-
cer was directed to prepare 
a plan for the rationalisation 
of  teaching staff  in the dis-
trict to resolve the problem 
of  the shortage of  teaching 
staff  in schools. PWD, RDD, 
and other departments were 
directed to install crash 
barriers on identified dark 
spots to avoid any untoward 
incidents.

While reviewing the road 
and division-wise progress 
of  PMGSY/PWD/NABARD 
projects, MP Rajya Sabha 
directed all concerned 
departments to expedite the 
progress of work and achieve 
the targets set by the govern-
ment within the timeline.

The SE PHE was directed 
to conduct awareness camps 
to generate awareness about 
the Jal Jeevan Mission 
scheme and to speed up the 
works under MGNREGA, 
physical verification of  the 
progress of  work of  roads 
taken up under City, Town 
and NABARD schemes, 
and submit a report to the 
Deputy Commissioner for 
further necessary action.
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We are fully supportive of Sri 
Lanka's democracy, stability, 
economic recovery: India

Day is not far when AFSPA will be 

revoked in Assam: Shah

UNI

NEW DELHI: Amid the 
political turbulence in 
southern neighbour Sri 
Lanka, India on Tuesday 
said that it is “fully support-
ive of  its democracy, stabil-
ity and economic recovery” 
and that New Delhi “will 
always be guided by the best 
interests of  the people of  Sri 
Lanka expressed through 
democratic processes”.

 Ministry of  External 
Affairs spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi, in a statement 
in response to media que-
ries on the developments 
in Sri Lanka, also said that 
India has extended over 
USD 3.5 billion worth assis-
tance to Sri Lanka as part of  
its neighbourhood policy to 
help the island nation tackle 
its food and fuel shortage.

The statement read: "As 
a close neighbour of  Sri 
Lanka, with historical ties, 
India is fully supportive 
of  its democracy, stability 
and economic recovery. “In 
keeping with our Neigh-
bourhood First policy, India 

has extended this year alone 
support worth over US$ 3.5 
billion to the people of  Sri 
Lanka for helping them 
overcome their current dif-
ficulties.

 “In addition, the people 
of  India have provided 
assistance for mitigating 
the shortages of  essential 
items such as food, medicine 
etc. “India will always be 
guided by the best interests 

of  the people of  Sri Lanka 
expressed through demo-
cratic processes.”

On Monday, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa stepped down as 
Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
following weeks of  public 
protests. The day saw vio-
lence break out in the 
island nation as support-
ers of  Mahinda Rajapaksa 
attacked the anti-govern-
ment protesters, leading to 

injuries to many.
Later in the evening, 

protesters set ablaze the 
properties of  several ruling 
party MPs as well as a house 
belonging to Mahinda Raj-
apaksa. Sri Lanka is going 
through its worst economic 
crisis that has led to acute 
food and fuel shortages, that 
in turn triggered massive 
public protests and demands 
that the Rajapaksas go.

AGENCIES

GUWAHATI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday said that with the 
improved law and order 
situation, the day is not 
far when AFSPA will be 
revoked in Assam.

The Home Minister had 
on March 31 announced to 
reduce the disturbed areas 
under the Armed Forces 
(Special Power) Act, 1958 
(AFSPA) in three north-
eastern states - Assam, 
Nagaland and Manipur. 
The AFSPA is in force in 
Assam since 1990 and as 
per the Centre's announce-
ment, it was removed com-
pletely from 23 districts and 
it would remain enforced in 
9 districts and one sub-divi-
sion in Assam with effect 
from April 1.

After presenting the 
President's Colour to the 
Assam Police at a ceremo-
ny here, the Home Minister 
said that due to the con-
stant efforts of  the Centre 
and Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, almost all 
the extremist outfits have 
entered into peace agree-
ments and surrendered 
before the government. He 
said that the surrendered 
militants are being jointly 

rehabilitated by the central 
and state governments.

Highlighting the glorious 
history and achievements 
of  Assam police, Shah said 
that besides militancy, 
the Assam police during 
the past several decades 
has successfully tackled 
infiltration, border issues, 
drug peddling, smuggling 
of  arms, cattle and other 
contraband, poaching of  
rhinos, human trafficking 
and several other social 
issues.

He said, "During the 
Bangladesh liberation 
war in 1971 and com-
munal riots, the Assam 
police performed bril-
liantly and courageous-
ly." Shah said that when 
India got Independence, 
there were 8,000 Assam 
policemen and now their 
strength has increased 
to 70,000.  During the 
past seven decades, 886 
Assam policemen were 
martyred. "Assam police 
also very tactfully dealt 

with the inter-state prob-
lems," Shah added.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Assam Chief  Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
urged the police to work 
for the weaker sections of  
the society and appreciated 
their efforts in the decline 
of  militant activities in the 
state. "Hundreds of  cadres 
of  the eight militant groups 
have joined the mainstream 
and another 13 outfits are 
in dialogue with the govern-
ment," Sarma said.

UP govt to modernise over 

2,000 rice mills

Notify MP local 
body polls in 2 
weeks: SC

Launcher for attack on 

intel HQs recovered: 

Punjab Police
AGENCIES

CHANDIGARH:  The 
Punjab Police said on Tues-
day evening that as part of  
the investigation into the 
rocket attack on the head-
quarters of  its intelligence 
wing in Mohali, a number of  
suspects have been rounded 
up and questioned.

The launcher used in the 
attack has been recovered 
and all leads developed in 
the case are being pursued 
meticulously, an official 
statement said.

Taking cognisance of  the 
attack in Mohali on Monday 
night, Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann earlier in the 
day directed the Director 
General of  Police (DGP) to 
probe the entire incident 
thoroughly so as to get to 
the bottom of  the case.

Chairing a high-level 
meeting of  senior police offi-

cers, Mann said that nobody 
would be allowed to disturb 
the peaceful atmosphere of  
the state, adding that a few 
inimical forces are constant-
ly trying to foment trouble 
across the state, who will 
never succeed in their nefari-
ous designs.

Meanwhile, the DGP 
apprised the Chief  Minis-
ter that a few suspects have 
been taken into custody 

for interrogation so as to 
enable the police strike at 
the roots of  the unsavoury 
incident.

The Chief  Minister said 
the culprits behind this inci-
dent would be soon brought 
to book and handed down 
an exemplary punishment 
as a deterrent for other 
such anti-social elements 
to not commit such heinous 
crimes in the future.

UNI

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday told the 
Election Commission in 
Madhya Pradesh to notify the 
schedule for local body elec-
tions within two weeks with-
out reservation for OBCs.

The pro-OBC (Other 
Backward Class) parties 
are free to nominate OBC 
candidates for general cat-
egory seats, a Bench headed 
by Justice A M Khanwilkar 
said. The court directed 
the Madhya Pradesh State 
Election Commission to 
conduct the elections in 
around 23,000 seats.

 "For triple test compli-
ance. People must be gov-
erned by newly elected 
representatives, no provi-
sion for OBC as of  now, 
need notification. "Pro-
OBC parties are free to 
nominate OBC candidates 
for general category seats. 

Process of  delimitation 
and triple test compliance 
is complex, time consuming 
but conduct of  new polls is 
explicitly provided for.

 "Former need not detain 
the pending polls," the 
Supreme Court said. The 
apex court passed the order 
in the case of  pending local 
body polls in Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh.

 "We will be tagging both 
matters for further hear-
ing," the bench said.

It said all are obliged to 
have newly elected mem-
bers in all bodies before the 
five-year term ends. The 
incumbents cannot continue 
beyond six months beyond 
their tenure. The court 
asked the Election Commis-
sion to notify the elections 
in future well in time and 
warned that otherwise it 
will defeat the Constitution-
al mandate and go against 
local body governance.

AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: In a first, the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
will undertake the task of  
modernising over 2,000 rice 
mills across the states to 
ensure quality- control, so 
that the finished rice fetches 
a better price. The move is 
aimed at achieving the state 
government's goal of  self-suf-
ficiency in food and nutrition 
security, employment cre-
ation, and wealth generation.

According to Sorabh 
Babu, Commissioner, Food 
and Civil Supplies, the pri-
vate rice mills will be mod-
ernised and, in this regard, 
some mandatory provisions 
will be made by the govern-
ment. The department will 
soon hold a meeting with the 
UP Rice Millers Association 
and millers to encourage 
them toward the same.

Rice milling is the oldest 
and the largest agro-process-
ing industry in the country.

There are about 757 large 
mills having a milling capac-

ity of  4 tonnes per hour or 
more in the state, while the 
number of  smaller units is 
about 1,157 having less than 4 
MT per hour milling capacity.

The smaller scale mills 
are equipped with the tradi-
tional machine due to which 
the quality of  rice deterio-
rates and does not fulfill the 
norms and standards of  FCI 
(Food Corporation of  India).

With the upgradation of  
machinery, capacity build-
ing, and use of  modern tech-
nology, the government aims 

to produce high-quality rice.
For this purpose, the 

Department of  Food and 
Civil Supplies will motivate 
the rice millers and engage 
them in use of  technology. 
The government will soon 
set criteria in which empan-
elment of  those rice mills 
will be considered that use 
new machinery.

The government will not 
provide any funding for the 
same, but the rice millers will 
be suggested to take loans 
through MSMEs.

Cyclone Asani: Heavy rains in 

Chennai, 10 flights cancelled
AGENCIES

CHENNAI: With severe 
cyclonic storm 'Asani' near-
ing the Andhra Pradesh 
coast, heavy rains lashed 
Chennai and its suburbs on 
Tuesday.

Asani is expected to touch 
the shores on Wednesday.

Ten flights from the 
Chennai airport were can-
celled, including to from 
Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, 
Mumbai and Hyderabad, 
due to the heavy downpour.

Koyambedu, Anna Nagar, 
Choolaimedu and Nungam-
bakkam areas in Chennai are 
facing heavy rains and the 
suburbs of  the city like Alan-
dur, Madipakkam, Poona-
malle, Maduravoyal and 
Meenambakkam are record-
ing steady rains. Pammal 
area near the airport is also 
receiving heavy rains.

The India Meteorological 
Department has forecasted 

thunderstorms with light 
to moderate rains at Tir-
uppur, Coimbatore, Chen-
nai, Puducherry and other 
northern parts of  Tamil 
Nadu in the next few hours.

The Indian Coast Guard 
has already deployed 'ICGS 
Shaurya' and 'ICGS Sagar' 
for any contingency, includ-

ing rescue operations post-
landfall of  Cyclone Asani.

The Coast Guard has 
issued a safety advisory 
to ships and oil handling 
agencies for preventive 
measures.

Suburban train services in 
Chennai and suburbs were 
affected following the heavy 

rains as an object swept by 
the wind got entangled on the 
overhead power cable.

The Southern Railway 
in a statement on Tuesday 
said this external object 
that was swept in on the 
overhead power cable has 
been removed and services 
resumed.

BJP writes to 

NDMC to change 

names of Humayun 

Road, Akbar Road
UNI

NEW DELHI: Delhi BJP 
president Adesh Gupta on 
Tuesday urged the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) to rename roads, 
including Akbar Road 
after great personalities, 
stating that these were 
symbols of  slavery.

 In a letter addressed 
to the NDMC Chairman, 
Gupta proposed to change 
the name of  Tughlaq 
Road to Guru Gobind 
Singh Marg, Aurangzeb 
Lane to APJ Abdul Kalam 
Lane, Babar Lane to 
Khudiram Bose Lane, as 
per a copy of  the letter 
shared by him on social 
media.

Among others, Huma-

yun Road to Mahari-
shi Valmiki Road and 
Shahjahan Road to Gen-
eral Bipin Singh Rawat 
Road. Gupta's letter 
to NDMC comes days 
after he sent a memo-
randum to Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, requesting him 
to rename 40 villages 
in the national capital 
after great personalities 
from different walks of  
life.

 "We are now celebrat-
ing 75th year of  our free-
dom as 'Amrit Mahotsav' 
and in such a scenario, no 
Delhiite wants a symbol 
of  slavery in the national 
capital, including people 
from these villages," he 
had said.

PM condoles death 
of Pandit Shivkumar

PM pays homage to the 
heroes of 1857 mutiny

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday expressed deep 
grief  over the demise of  
noted Santoor maestro 
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma.

"Our cultural world is 
poorer with the demise of  
Pandit Shivkumar Sharm-
aji. He popularised the 
Santoor at a global level. 
His music will continue to 
enthral the coming genera-
tions. I fondly remember 
my interactions with him. 
Condolences to his family 

and admirers. Om Shanti," 
he tweeted.

 Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla too expressed grief, 
saying Pandit Sharma 
introduced to the world a 
rich culture and glorious 
tradition of  India. The Hin-
dustani classical musician 
and composer of  many Bol-
lywood film soundtracks is 
credited with popularising 
the Santoor globally.

 He died at age 84 in 
Mumbai. He was reportedly 
suffering from kidney relat-
ed ailments for the past few 
months.

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday paid homage 
to all those who were a 
part of  the events of  1857 
mutiny for their outstand-
ing courage.

 "On this day in 1857 
began the historic First 
War of  Independence, 
which ignited a spirit of  
patriotism among our 
fellow citizens and contrib-
uted to the weakening of  
colonial rule. I pay homage 
to all those who were a part 
of  the events of  1857 for 
their outstanding courage," 
he said in a tweet.

The Indian Mutiny of  
1857-59 was a widespread 
but unsuccessful rebellion 
against the rule of  British 
East India Company in 
India which functioned 
as a sovereign power 
on behalf  of  the Brit-
ish crown. It began as a 
revolt of  the sepoys of  the 
British East India Compa-
ny's army but eventually 
secured the participation 
of  the masses.

The revolt is known 
by several names like the 
Indian Mutiny, the Great 
Rebellion, the Revolt of  
1857, the Indian Insurrec-
tion and the First War of  
Independence etc.

Bengal govt should not discriminate among victims of violence: Dhankhar
AGENCIES

KOLKATA: West Bengal Gover-
nor Jagdeep Dhankhar said on 
Tuesday that the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC)-led state government 
should not discriminate among 
victims of  violence in different 
parts of  the state.

Speaking on the issue of  dis-
crimination among victims of  
violence, Dhankhar referred to 

the state government providing 
compensation to the family of  the 
victims killed in the Bogtui mas-
sacre on March 21, 2022.

"The family members of  each of  
the victims of  the Bogtui massa-
cre were given a compensation of  
Rs 5,00,000. However, the victims 
of  violence in other parts of  the 
state are not getting such 'healing 
touch'. The government should 
operate above political identities 

since that will malign the image 
of  the state," the Governor told 
mediapersons after meeting the 
state BJP delegation, who were 
accompanied by family members 
of  the victims of  the 2021 post-poll 
violence in the state.

Alleging that the family mem-
bers of  those killed in the post-poll 
violence are not getting justice, 
Dhankhar said he would take up the 
matter with the state government.

He also interacted with the 
family members of  the victims of  
the post-poll violence.

Earlier, the Leader of  Oppo-
sition in the state Assembly, 
Suvendu Adhikari submitted a 
memorandum to the West Bengal 
Governor. State BJP President 
and MP, Sukanta Majumdar and 
BJP's National Vice-President, 
Dilip Ghosh were also present on 
the occasion.

TMC's state General Secretary 
and spokesman, Kunal Ghosh said 
Dhankhar is misusing and giving a 
bad name to the Governor's chair.

"How could he allow the prem-
ises of  the Governor House to be a 
rally venue for a particular party. 
The BJP leaders who went there 
are all isolated from the masses 
and hence they have no other 
option but to use the Governor 
House for publicity," Ghosh added.

Salhoutuonuo Kruse- first 
woman minister of Nagaland

South Sudan thanks India for 
its support, advice

White House applauds US Senators for introducing bill targeting TikTok, other foreign technologies

China Premier Li Keqiang bows 
out as Xi loyalists take reins

Gender equality “300 years away”: UN Chief US expresses concern over suspension of license of ARY News in Pakistan

KOHIMA: Salhoutuonuo 
Kruse scripted a history 
on March 7 by becoming 
the first woman minister of 
Nagaland. Kruse, who took 
oath as minister before 
Nagaland’s Governor La. 
Ganesan during swearing–
in ceremony in the newly 
formed government led by 
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, 
served in NGOs for 24 years.

She was elected from 8th 
Western Angami Assembly 
Constituency on National-
ist Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) ticket in the 
27 February 2023 polls.

Kruse expressed her hap-
piness over her induction as 
cabinet minister.

She served in Angami 
Women Organization 
(AWO) for four terms (i.e. 
12 years) as president, advi-
sor, vice president and joint 
secretary.

She also served in 
Angami Public Organisa-
tion (APO).

Her husband (late) Er 
Kevisekho Kruse, contested 

the 2018 elections as NDPP 
candidate but lost. She said 
she wanted to fulfill the 
visions of her husband.

She was born on 15 
December, 1966.

She fought the election 
with a slogan ‘Change for 

equitability & good gover-
nance, wherein she envi-
sion to work for equal infra-
structural development and 
representation of urban and 
rural areas, to improve the 
quality of life of the people 
by enhancing good gover-

nance, peace and security, 
youth and women empower-
ment, skill development and 
employment  and to create 
a model constituency for 
equitable delivery of devel-
opmental activities.(MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)

NEW YORK: South Sudan's 
Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations Akuei 
Bona Malwal has thanked 
India for its support and 
valuable advice given to his 
country.

He added that Juba is 
grateful for its friendship 
with New Delhi.

Addressing the UN Secu-
rity Council, Malwal said, 
"Allow me, President, to take 
this opportunity to sincerely 
thank the outgoing delega-
tions of Kenya and India for 
their support and valuable 
advice offered to my coun-
try and our mission for the 
last two years," according to 
the video shared by Indian 
Counsellor Pratik Mathur 
on his Twitter account on 
Wednesday.

"They serve on this coun-
cil. We will be forever grate-
ful for their friendship with 
the people of South Sudan," 
he added.

Sharing the video of Mal-
wal's address in UNGA on 
Twitter, Mathur said, "A 
friend in need, is a friend 

indeed. PR of South Sudan, 
the youngest @UN member 
state, making a special 
mention of our support and 
#friendship for the Global 
South at the #UNSC meeting.

In the last week of Janu-
ary, Counsellor at India's 
Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations reiterated 
India's strong support via 
the UN Mission in South 
Sudan.

"At @UNPeacebuilding 
Commission's meeting on 
South Sudan, Counsellor @
PratikMathur1 expressed 

India's strong support via 
@unmissmedia (India pro-
vides 2400+ peacekeepers) & 
bilaterally to support peace 
process & capacity build-
ing in #SouthSudan in the 
journey for peace," tweeted 
Mathur.

Recently, India deployed 
an all-woman platoon of 
peacekeepers as part of 
the Indian Battalion to the 
United Nations Interim 
Security Force in Abyei (on 
the border between South 
Sudan and Sudan).

The Abyei Area is a 

border area between South 
Sudan and Sudan that 
has been granted "special 
administrative status" by 
the 2004 Protocol on the Res-
olution of the Abyei Conflict 
(Abyei Protocol) in the Com-
prehensive Peace Agree-
ment (CPA) that ended the 
Second Sudanese Civil War.

This is India's largest 
single unit of women peace-
keepers in a UN mission 
since the deployment of the 
first-ever all-woman con-
tingent in Liberia in 2007. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

WASHINGTON: The White 
House on Tuesday applauded a 
group of Senators for introduc-
ing the Restricting the Emer-
gence of Security Threats that 
Risk Information and Communi-
cations Technology (RESTRICT) 
Act that would give new powers 
to the US government to take 
action against technologies 
posing risk to the country, US 
National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan said in a statement 
on Tuesday (local time). White 
House urged Congress to pass 
legislation and send it to the 
President's desk.

Jake Sullivan said that the 
legislation will empower the US 
government to prevent certain 
governments from exploiting 
technology services operating in 
the United States in a way that 
poses risks to sensitive data of 
people and the country’s nation-

al security.
His statement comes after a 

group of senators led by sena-
tors Mark Warner and John 
Thune introduced the bill that 
will address the ongoing threat 
posed by technology from for-
eign adversaries by empowering 
the US Department of Commerce 
to review, prevent, and mitigate 
information communications 
and technology transactions 
that pose risk to national secu-
rity like TikTok.

“We applaud the bipartisan 
group of Senators, led by Sena-
tors Warner and Thune, who 
today introduced the Restrict-
ing the Emergence of Security 
Threats that Risk Information 
and Communications Technolo-
gy (RESTRICT) Act. This legisla-
tion would empower the United 
States government to prevent 
certain foreign governments 

from exploiting technology ser-
vices operating in the United 
States in a way that poses risks 
to Americans’ sensitive data and 
our national security,” Sullivan 
said in a statement.

Sullivan noted that the bill 
presents a systematic frame-
work for addressing technology-
based threats to the security and 
safety of Americans. He stressed 
that the legislation will provide 
the US government with new 

mechanisms to mitigate the 
national security risks posed by 
high-risk technology businesses 
operating in the country.

“Critically, it would strength-
en our ability to address dis-
crete risks posed by individual 
transactions, and systemic risks 
posed by certain classes of trans-
actions involving countries of 
concern in sensitive technology 
sectors. This will help us address 
the threats we face today, and 

also prevent such risks from 
arising in the future,” Sullivan 
said in a statement.

He further said, “We look for-
ward to continue working with 
both Democrats and Republi-
cans on this bill, and urge Con-
gress to act quickly to send it to 
the President’s desk.”

Earlier, Mark Warner in a 
statement said, “Today, the 
threat that everyone is talk-
ing about is TikTok, and how 
it could enable surveillance by 
the Chinese Communist Party, 
or facilitate the spread of malign 
influence campaigns in the U.S. 
Before TikTok, however, it was 
Huawei and ZTE, which threat-
ened our nation’s telecommuni-
cations networks. And before 
that, it was Russia’s Kaspersky 
Lab, which threatened the secu-
rity of government and corpo-
rate devices.”

Warner said that the US needs 
a comprehensive and risk-based 
approach that pro-actively tack-
les sources of dangerous technol-
ogy before they gain a foothold 
in America. In the statement, 
he stated, “the RESTRICT Act 
establishes a risk-based process, 
tailored to the rapidly changing 
technology and threat environ-
ment, by directing the Depart-
ment of Commerce to identify 
and mitigate foreign threats to 
information and communica-
tions technology products and 
services.”

“We need a comprehensive, 
risk-based approach that proac-
tively tackles sources of poten-
tially dangerous technology 
before they gain a foothold in 
America, so we aren’t playing 
Whac-A-Mole and scrambling 
to catch up once they’re already 
ubiquitous,” Warner said in a 

statement.
Meanwhile, US Senator 

John Thune said that Congress 
needs to stop taking a “piece-
meal approach” with respect to 
technology from “adversarial 
nations that pose national secu-
rity risks.”

“Our country needs a process 
in place to address these risks, 
which is why I’m pleased to 
work with Senator Warner to 
establish a holistic, methodical 
approach to address the threats 
posed by technology platforms 
like TikTok from foreign adver-
saries,” Thune said in a state-
ment.

“This bipartisan legislation 
would take a necessary step to 
ensure consumers’ information 
and our communications tech-
nology infrastructure is secure,” 
he further said. (MILAP NEWS 
NETWORK)

ISLAMABAD:  Around 
63,000 cases of gender-based 
violence (GBV) were report-
ed in Pakistan over the past 
three years, with some 
4,000 being reported in the 
first half of 2020 when lock-
downs were imposed to curb 
the spread of coronavirus, 
Dawn News reported.

This was revealed in a 
new report released by the 
National Commission of 
Human Rights (NCHR) of 
Pakistan on Tuesday.

The commission, while 
quoting numbers from the 
human rights ministry said 
80 per cent of these cases 
were related to domestic 
violence, while some 47 pc 
of domestic rape where mar-
ried women experienced 
sexual abuse, the Dawn 
reported.

The report cautioned that 
since the data was based on 
reported cases, the actual 
number could be much 
higher.

The NCHR’s report 
termed “key contribution 
in leading the discourse” 
regarding intimate partner 

violence was shared with 
participants in a gathering 
at a hotel.

Senator Rehman and 
MNA Marri termed these 
cases the tip of the iceberg.

Senator Rehman, who 
is also the Minister for Cli-
mate Change, said violence 
against women was a dis-
play of “power” and called 
such cases a “hidden pan-
demic” and “statistics of 
shame”, the Dawn reported.

“The statistics are stagger-
ing, 90 pc of women face some 
form of domestic violence in 
their lifetime, yet 50 pc do not 
report it, and only 0.4 pc of 
them go to courts,” she said.

“Our society is layered 
with patriarchy, and it 
subjugates women through 
a series of institutional, 
social, and cultural norms 
that allow and normalise 
violence against women.”

She said that in addi-
tion to legislation, the 
implementation of laws 
and changes at the societal 
level are equally important 
to address the root causes of 
domestic violence.

A bill to end domestic vio-
lence was first introduced in 
2004 but the legislation still 
has to see the light of day, 
Senator Rehman added.

The Islamabad police 
chief said there was a need 
to enhance the capacity of 
police to deal with cases of 
gender-based violence. In 
addition to establishing a 
special investigation unit 
that would probe offences 
against women and chil-
dren, there was a need to 
hire and recruit able prose-
cutors as well as judges who 
are sensitised to this issue, 
as per the report published 
by Dawn.

FSC CJ (Federal Sharia 

Court Chief Justice) 
Muhammad Anwar said 
Islam abhors violence 
against women and referred 
to Chapter 58 of the Holy 
Quran. “Domestic violence 
has nothing to do with 
Islam,” he reiterated.

In her address, NCHR 
Chairperson Rabiya Javeri 
Agha said the commission 
through this document 
aimed to lay the ground-
work for an inclusive 
society, where women are 
equally empowered.

The report said domestic 
violence is grounded in mul-
tiple social, cultural and reli-
gious factors, such as patri-
archy, gender inequality, 

lack of awareness, economic 
dependence, religious beliefs, 
and social stigma. These fac-
tors are compounded by 
institutional hurdles that 
“women face in accessing 
justice and redress”.

It claimed the cases of 
domestic violence are dis-
missed by police as a ‘private 
matter despite abuse and 
relevant legislation. Unlike 
other provinces, domestic 
violence is not criminalised 
in Pakistan’s Punjab.

The report also addressed 
the use of religion to oppose 
laws pertaining to such 
violence. It quoted an FSC 
judgement wherein the 
court said the “domes-
tic violence legislation of 
Punjab is in line with Islam-
ic injunctions and constitu-
tional fundamental rights”.

The policy document 
called for advocated training 
for law enforcers and health 
professionals, the inclusion 
of male allies in campaigns 
against domestic violence, 
and legal aid systems avail-
able to women at all levels. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

BEIJING: After a decade 
in Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping's shadow, Li Keqiang is 
taking his final bow as the 
country's premier, marking 
a shift away from the skilled 
technocrats who have helped 
steer the world's second-big-
gest economy in favour of 
officials known mainly for 
their unquestioned loyalty 
to China 's most powerful 
leader in recent history, the 
Voice of America (VOA) 
reported.

The VOA reported that 
once seen as a potential top 
leader, Li was increasingly 
sidelined as Xi accumulated 
ever-greater powers and 
elevated the military and 
security services in aid of 
the "great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation."

For most of his career, Li 
was known as a cautious, 
capable, and highly intel-
ligent bureaucrat who rose 
through, and was bound by, 
a consensus-oriented Com-
munist Party that reflexively 
stifles dissent.

The VOA reported that, 
while Li was not in office 
when the scandal broke, his 
administration worked to 
quiet it up, prevented vic-

tims from seeking redress 
and harassed private citi-
zens working on behalf of 
orphans and others affected.

Introduced to politics 
during the chaotic 1966-76 
Cultural Revolution, he 
made it into the prestigious 
Peking University, where 
he studied law and eco-
nomics, on his own merits 
rather than through politi-
cal connections.

After graduation, Li went to 
work at the Communist Youth 
League, an organization that 
grooms university students 
for party roles, then headed 
by future president and party 
leader Hu Jintao. The higher 
office soon followed.

Among the largely face-
less ranks of Chinese bureau-
crats, Li managed to show an 
unusually candid streak. In a 
U.S. State Department cable 
released by WikiLeaks, Li is 
quoted telling diplomats that 
Chinese economic growth 
statistics were ''man-made,'' 
and saying he looked instead 
to electricity demand, rail 
cargo traffic and lending as 
more accurate indicators.

Yet, he largely failed to 
make effective use of the plat-
forms he was given, unlike 

his immediate predecessors. 
At his sole annual news con-
ference on the closing day of 
each congressional annual 
session, Li used up most 
of his time repeating talk 
points and reciting statistics. 
Throughout the upheavals 
of China's three-year battle 
against COVID-19, Li was 
practically invisible.

The two never formed 
anything like the partner-
ship that characterized Hu's 
relationship with his pre-
mier, Wen Jiabao or Mao 
Zedong's with the redoubt-
able Zhou Enlai although 
Li and Xi never openly dis-
agreed over fundamentals.

At the same time, Xi 
appeared to favour trusted 
long-time brothers-in-arms 
such as economic adviser 
Liu He and head of the legis-
lature Li Zhanshu, over Li, 
leaving him with little vis-
ibility or influence.

His expected replacement, 
Li Qiang, is a crony of Xi's 
from his days in the provin-
cial government, best known 
for his ruthless implementa-
tion of last spring's months-
long COVID-19 lockdown in 
Shanghai, the VOA reported.
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

PAKISTAN

63,000 cases of gender-based violence 
reported in past 3 years

NEW YORK: United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres 
said that the progress toward 
gender equality is “vanishing 
before our eyes,” and it will take 
300 years to bridge that gap, 
according to the official release 
from the UN.

While addressing the UN ses-
sion of the Commission on the 
Status of Women on Monday, 
Guterres said, “It takes on even 
greater significance at a time when 
women’s rights are being abused, 
threatened, and violated around the 
world. Progress won over decades 
is vanishing before our eyes.”

He also recalled the incidents 
where women’s rights were taken 
away and said that in Afghani-
stan, women have been erased 
from public life. He further stated 
that in many other places, wom-

en’s sexual and reproductive 
rights were rolled back.

“In some countries, girls going 
to school risk kidnapping and 
assault. In others, police prey 
on vulnerable women they have 
sworn to protect. Gender equal-
ity is growing more distant. On the 
current track, UN Women puts it 
300 years away,” the UN Chief said.

“Maternal mortality is increas-
ing. One woman dies every two 
minutes during pregnancy or 
childbirth; most of those deaths 
are preventable,” Guterres added.

He further stated that the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
had forced millions of girls to drop 
out of school. Meanwhile, moth-
ers and caregivers were forced 
out of paid employment, and chil-
dren were forced into early mar-
riage, according to the release.

From Ukraine to the Sahel, 
crisis and conflict affect women 
and girls first and worst. And 
at the international level, some 
countries now even oppose the 
inclusion of a gender perspec-
tive in multilateral negotiations, 
Guterres told the Commission on 
the Status of Women.

The Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW) is the principal 
global intergovernmental body 
exclusively dedicated to the pro-
motion of gender equality and 
the empowerment of women. 
A functional commission of the 
Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC), it was established 
by ECOSOC resolution 11(II) of 
21 June 1946, according to the 
statement.

Guterres said the internation-
al community must also create 

a safe digital environment for 
women and girls, outlining his 
third point. In this regard, the UN 
is working to advance a code of 
conduct for information integ-
rity on digital platforms, aimed 
at reducing harm and increasing 
accountability.

The Secretary-General 
stressed that promoting wom-
en’s full contributions to science, 
technology and innovation is 
not an act of charity or favour to 
women, but a “must” that benefits 
everyone.

“The Commission on the 
Status of Women is a dynamo 
and catalyst for the transforma-
tion we need. Together, let’s push 
back against the push back on 
misogyny, and forward for 
women, girls, and our world,” he 
said. (MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

PAKISTAN: The United States has 
expressed concern about Paki-
stan's restriction on the suspen-
sion of the license of ARY News, 
US Department of State spokes-
person Ned Price said on March 
7 (local time). He stated that 
Washington has routinely raised 
concerns about press freedom to 
stakeholders around the world, 
including Pakistan. Ned Price said 
that a free press and informed citi-
zenry is key to any nation and its 
democratic future. He stressed 
that the US is concerned by 
media and content restrictions 
that undermine the exercise of 
freedom of expression, peaceful 
assembly and association.

"This is an issue that we rou-
tinely raise. We routinely raise our 
concerns about press freedom to 
stakeholders around the world, 
including to counterparts and 

partners in Pakistan," Ned Price 
said. He added, "On the broader 
question, we know the United 
States knows that by strengthening 
gender equity and equality, coun-
tries around the world strengthen 
their stability, prosperity, their secu-
rity, and their democracy."

Pakistan Electronic Media 
Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) 
had suspended the license of 
ARY News for airing clips of the 
speech of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief and former prime 
minister Imran Khan, which was 
earlier banned by the regulatory 
body, Dawn reported. Interesting-
ly, this is the third time that a ban 
on broadcasting and re-broad-
casting of Khan's speeches and 
press talks has been imposed 
after he lashed out at former army 
chief Qamar Javed Bajwa.

According to PEMRA, airing of 

"baseless allegations, the hate-
ful, slanderous and unwarranted 
statement" against state institu-
tions and officers was in sheer vio-
lation of Article 19 of the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan and a judgment 
of the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
passed in a Suo Moto case. In 
response to a question regard-
ing Pakistan not allowing women 
to express themselves to mark 
International Women's Day, Ned 
Price said, "The narrow question 
you raise is not a question for the 
United States. The narrow ques-
tion you raise, as I understand it, 
pertains to a decision that was put 
down by municipal authorities in 
Lahore, and ultimately we would 
defer to municipal authorities for 
the narrow question."

Earlier, the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) 
has denounced the Lahore dis-

trict administration's decision to 
refuse the Aurat March organis-
ers permission to host a public 
rally commemoration of Interna-
tional Women's Day on March 8, 
The News International reported. 
The HCRP expressed sadness 
that the district administration 
routinely challenges the right of 
peaceful assembly because con-
troversial placards and strong 
reservations from the general 
public and religious organisa-
tions apparently threaten law 
and order.

To observe International 
Women's Day, the women in Paki-
stan hold an 'Aurat March', which 
is an annual political demonstra-
tion in Pakistani cities such as 
Lahore, Hyderabad, Sukkur, Fais-
alabad, Multan, Quetta, Karachi, 
Islamabad and Peshawar. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)
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How IIT-K helps the 'laddoo' 

business grow

itel launches A60 
smartphone with 6.6-inch 
HD display, 5000mAh 
battery at Rs 5,999

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI:  itel on 
Thursday launched its 
new "A60" smartphone 
which features a 6.6-inch 
HD display, 5000mAh bat-
tery and much more, and 
is priced at Rs 5,999.

The itel A60 comes in 
three colour options Dawn 
Blue, Vert Menthe and 
Sapphire black.

"The itel A60 boasts 
'first-in-segment' features 
that offer an unparalleled 
user experience, long-last-
ing battery life, and dual 
security," the company 
said in a statement.

The new smartphone is 
designed with dual secu-
rity features to provide 
customers with the option 
to use either a fingerprint 
sensor or face recognition 
technology.

"The launch of  the itel 
A60 is a testament to this 
commitment, the smart-
phone is a powerful com-
bination of  technology, 
aspirational features and 
aesthetics that is going 

to be a game changer for 
first-time Smartphone 
customers," said Arijeet 
Talapatra, CEO, itel India.

"With this launch, we 
aim to strengthen the 
existing smartphone port-
folio by providing entry-
level smartphone users 
with a vast selection, 
great value and a won-
derful experience with 
breakthrough features," 
he added.

The smartphone fea-
tures a 6.6-inch HD+Water 
Drop fullscreen display to 
give users an unparalleled 
and immersive display 
experience.

Also, the new device 
features an 8MP rear 
camera and a 5MP front 
camera which allows 
customers to capture 
high-quality photos and 
selfies.

"With a spacious 32 GB 

storage capacity and 2GB 
RAM, the A60 offers ample 
space to store photos, 
videos, and music," the 
company said.

"Powered by the 
SC9832E chipset and oper-
ating on the Android 12 Go 
edition, the budget smart-
phone delivers exception-
al performance, ensuring 
fast and responsive func-
tionality and a seamless 
user experience," it added.

Paytm Payments Bank goes 

live with UPI LITE
UNI

KOLKATA: India’s home-
grown Paytm Payments 
Bank Limited (PPBL), has 
gone live with UPI LITE, 
empowering its users with 
lightning fast UPI payments 
that never fail.

With this, users can 
activate their UPI LITE 
accounts linked to their 
Paytm Payments Bank sav-
ings accounts for hassle-free 
transactions. For payments 
of  up to ₹200, UPI Lite elimi-
nates the need of  UPI PIN. 
UPI LITE is exclusively 
available on Paytm app.

Paytm Bank is #1 in UPI 
the largest acquiring and 
beneficiary bank along 
with being one of  the lead-
ing remitter banks. As the 
first payments bank to UPI 
LITE, the Bank continues 
in its tradition of  building 
technology-led innova-
tive solutions for its users, 
revolutionising everyday 
transactions, according to 
a media statement.

UPI LITE, a feature 
enabled by National Pay-
ments Corporation of  India 
(NPCI) for multiple small 
value UPI transactions, 
was launched first on the 
Paytm app. With UPI LITE, 
users can carry out a large 
number of  small value UPI 
payments without worrying 
about the bank cap on UPI 
transactions.

Once loaded, a UPI LITE 

allows a user to do instant 
transactions of  up to ₹200, 
making the entire experi-
ence secure and seamless. 
A maximum of  ₹2,000 can be 
added twice in a day to UPI 
LITE, making the cumula-
tive daily usage up to ₹4,000.

Further, payments made 
using UPI LITE de-clutters 
the passbook of  PPB users. 
These small value transac-
tions would now show in the 
Paytm balance and history 
section. According to NPCI, 
users will receive a daily 
transaction history of  all 
the payments made through 
UPI LITE as an SMS from 

their banks.
Paytm Payments Bank 

Spokesperson said, “Having 
been the first to bring UPI 
LITE to users, we are now 
excited to enable our Bank 
account holders to link their 
accounts with UPI LITE. 
With this, users can pay 
with UPI LITE for lightning 
fast payments that never 
fail. We continue to take 
our innovative payments 
offerings to the next level, 
driving financial inclusion 
in the country.”

Paytm Payments Bank 
remained the largest UPI 
beneficiary bank for 20 

months in a row with over 
1,765.87 million transactions 
in January 2023, ahead of  all 
major banks in the country. 
With 389.61 million registered 
transactions, the Bank is one 
of  the top 10 remitter banks 
for UPI transactions, accord-
ing to NPCI’s latest report.

PPBL is one of  the lead-
ing issuers and acquirer 
banks for National Elec-
tronics Toll Collection 
(NETC) FASTag. In Janu-
ary 2023, PPBL processed 
58.34 million transactions 
as an Issuer Bank and 47.71 
million transactions as an 
Acquirer Bank.

AGENCIES

KANPUR: The Indian 
Institute of  Technology in 
Kanpur is now making its 
presence felt in the dessert 
business by giving a healthy 
twist to our quintessential 
sweet laddoos.

These organic laddoos 
are being prepared by 150 
farmer families and are 
now sold in 22 cities includ-
ing Mumbai, Delhi, Pune, 
Kolkata, Bengaluru, Indore, 
and others.

IIT-K is involved in 
quality control, packag-
ing, and distribution of  
these laddoos.

Besides the sweet, the 
premier institute also helps 
the farmer families sell 
nutritious 'hareera' (a nour-
ishing beverage) in differ-
ent states under its "Unnati" 
project.

Rita Singh, a convener of  
this project, said, "The deli-
cacies first became popular 

among the students in the 
institute. As the demand 
grew, we started selling 
laddoos made from alsi 
(flax seeds), til (white and 
black sesame seeds), and 
gond (edible gum) -- in sev-
eral cities. Now, we are seek-
ing the help of  our former 
students who have settled 
abroad to expand the busi-
ness in overseas markets."

The Unnati project was 
launched eight years ago 
in five villages of  Kanpur's 

Bithoor region to encourage 
scientific agriculture and 
impart quality education 
to village children through 
smart classes.

In the last one year, some 
150 farmer families from 10 
nearby districts have joined 
the initiative.

Scientists of  the institute 
have also been promoting 
organic farming and creat-
ing awareness among the 
farmers.

"Our idea was to teach 

the farmers about natural 
farming, small processors, 
buyers, and technology. Of  
course, we want to preserve 
our traditional recipes as 
well," said Rita.

The institute has big 
plans for the organic pro-
duce business to provide 
the farmers with maximum 
possible benefits.

IIT-K is also leverag-
ing the blockchain tech-
nology to help the busi-
ness flourish.

"With the help of  the 
blockchain technology, 
buyers will get to see the 
field or house where the 
food product was prepared. 
We started with selling 
organic products through 
WhatsApp but are moving 
to the next level. The entire 
process is being stream-
lined. Our products will be 
available under brand name 
Unnati. This will help the 
farmers immensely," Rita 
said.

Axis Bank partners with ITC to offer rural lending products to farmers in remote region

HFCL announces 
collaboration with Microsoft 
to roll out private 5G 
solution for enterprises

UNI

NEW DELHI: HFCL on 
Thursday said it has col-
laborated with Microsoft 
to create converged private 
5G solutions.

HFCL is deploying a 
private 5G enabled indus-
try 4.0 solution as a pilot 
program using Microsoft 
Azure public MEC and 
HFCL 5G Indoor Small Cell, 
at its Optical Fiber manu-
facturing plant in Hyder-
abad, a statement from the 
company said.

Along the fiber produc-
tion line, HFCL’s 5G small 
cells enable real-time fiber 
defect detection using video 
analytics and image pro-
cessing.

Microsoft Azure public 
MEC which integrates 
Azure compute and edge-
optimized Azure services 
with the mobile operator’s 
public 5G network connec-
tivity, analyses this video 
data in real-time to identify 
any defects and generates 
insights for root cause anal-
ysis and preventive care.

Through this AI-
enabled, cloud-connected, 
low-latency private 5G solu-
tion, HFCL is improving the 

operational efficiency and 
manufacturing agility of  its 
fiber manufacturing plant, 
the statement added.

"We are very pleased 
with our collaboration with 
Microsoft in implementing 
the Industry 4.0 solution in 
our own factory as a pilot 
program, using Microsoft 
Azure public MEC. The 
best practices and the les-
sons learnt will act as a 
playbook to deploy Private 
5G solutions for manufac-
turing and other industry 
verticals embarking on a 
similar digital transforma-
tion journey,” said Mahen-
dra Nahata, Managing 
Director at HFCL.

“Microsoft Azure pro-
vides seamless and rapid 
capabilities to roll out 
Industry 4.0 solutions at 
scale while solving critical 
business problems at the 
operator edge. HFCL can 
now leverage Azure com-
pute, storage, networking, 
and AI capabilities for a 
comprehensive portfolio 
of  private 5G use-cases 
across industry verticals,” 
said Samik Roy, Execu-
tive Director, Corporate, 
Medium, Small Business, 
Microsoft India. 

Govt successfully bids out 29 coal 
blocks for commercial mining

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The 29 coal 
blocks which have been 
successfully bid out for 
commercial mining by the 
government are expected 
to enhance the average dry 
fuel output by an additional 
7 per cent in the next two 
years, as the combined 
peak rated capacity (PRC) 
of  these reserves is around 
91 million tonnes.

The 91 million tonnes 
PRC of  29 coal blocks which 
have been bid out, would be 
an additional 7 per cent of  
the present national aver-
age PRC of  coal reserves, 
sources said.

The Coal Ministry had 
put up 29 reserves on auc-
tion for commercial mining 
last month, all of  which 
have been bid out, sources 
informed. The last of  the 29 
mines was bid out success-
fully earlier in the day, they 
added.

With all the 29 mines 
expected to begin produc-
tion by 2024-25, i.e. by the 

next two years, the gov-
ernment is hoping that all 
these coal mines put togeth-
er will enhance the overall 
national average output by 
an additional 7 per cent.

The ministry launched 
the auction of  coal reserves 
for commercial mining in 
the sixth round and second 
attempt of  the fifth round 
on November 3, 2022.

Forward auctions for 
these mines had started on 
February 27.

PRC pertains to the 
maximum production 
capacity of  a coal mine, or 
in other words, the maxi-
mum quantity of  coal 
which can be mined from 
it annually.

Commercial mining 
allows the private sector 
to mine coal commercially 
without placing any end-
use restrictions. Private 
firms will have the option 
of  either gasification of  the 
coal or exporting it. They 
can also use it in their own 
end-use plants or sell them 
in the markets.

UNI

KOLKATA:  Axis Bank on 
Thursday announced its col-
laboration with ITC Limited to 
offer the Bank’s lending prod-
ucts and services to farmers 
who are a part of  ITC’s agricul-
ture eco-system.

This partnership will enable 
Axis Bank to cater to the financial 
requirements of  the unserved 
and under-served farmers based 
in the remote regions of the coun-
try. The Bank will offer a wide 
range of assets and liability prod-
ucts such as farmer loans, gold 
loans etc.

Axis Bank will leverage 
ITCMAARS (Meta Market for 
Advanced Agricultural Rural 
Services), a full-stack Agri-tech 
application for reaching out to 
the farmers and addressing 
their financial requirements. 
Additionally, it will also offer an 
extensive range of  products and 
services to the farmers through 
its rural-urban and semi-urban 
(RUSU) branches located across 
656 districts of  India.

Speaking about the partner-
ship, Munish Sharda - Group 
Executive & Head - Bharat 
Banking, Axis Bank, said, 
‘’At Axis Bank, we have been 

consistently working towards 
ensuring that all segment of  
customers based across the 
RUSU markets are provided 
with easy access to credit facil-
ity and banking solutions. This 
partnership is in alignment 
with our Bank’s Bharat Bank-
ing mission of  extending our 
reach in the remote regions and 
providing them with seamless 
customer experience. With the 
help of  ITCMAARS strong and 
enduring relationship with over 
millions of  farmers, we believe 
that we can make a significant 
contribution in uplifting finan-
cial situation of  the communi-

ty thereby unlocking the true 
potential of  Bharat...’’

Rajnikant Rai, Divisional 

Chief  Executive, Agri Busi-
ness Division, ITC Ltd, said, 
“ITC has over the years spear-

headed multi-dimensional 
interventions to transform the 
lives of  farmers, powered by 
the ITC e-Choupal eco-system 
that connects with over 4 mil-
lion farmers. Taking a step 
forward, to bring the power of  
digital revolution to farmers, 
we have now implemented ITC-
MAARS a phygital eco-system 
that provides a range of  solu-
tions through Hyperlocal and 
personalised advisory, Agri- 
Inputs, Financial services and 
Market linkages."

"We are happy to partner 
with Axis Bank to extend bank-
ing solutions to the farmers 

we have engaged with over the 
years. Timely availability of  
institutional credit will enable 
the farmer to buy quality Inputs 
which will help in improving 
productivity and enhance farm 
incomes.”

Through this initiative, Axis 
Bank aims to further scale up 
its Bharat Banking strategy 
by increasing the new-to-bank 
accounts in FY22-23. The Bank 
has delivered strong growth 
across key metrics. As on Decem-
ber 31st, 2022, its rural advances 
grew by 27% YOY, disbursement 
increased by 12% YOY and depos-
it grew by 16% YOY. 

Homegrown healthtech firm 
Pristyn Care lays off employees

Google will promote fewer 

employees to senior roles in 2023
AGENCIES

SAN FRANCISCO: Tech 
giant Google has informed its 
employees via an email that 
fewer of them will be promot-
ed to more senior levels this 
year as compared to the past.

"The process is manager-
led and will be largely similar 
to last year though with our 
slower pace of hiring, we are 
planning for fewer promo-
tions into L6 and above than 
when Google was growing 
quickly," the tech giant said 
in an email that was viewed 
by CNBC.

The L6 distinction refers 

to the first layer of the work-
force which is considered 
senior and normally consists 
of  people with roughly ten 
years of experience.

The tech giant said it will 
be promoting fewer people to 
senior roles "to ensure that 
the number of  Googlers in 
more senior and leadership 
roles grows in proportion to 
the growth of the company."

"If your manager believes 
that you are ready to be pro-
moted, they will nominate 
you," it added.

The company said in the 
email that employees in techni-
cal roles who wish to "self-nom-

inate" themselves will have a 
"short window of time" between 
March 6 to March 8 to do so.

The changes come as the 
company is implementing 
a new performance review 
system called Google Reviews 
and Development (GRAD), 
which will lead to more 
employees getting low-per-
formance ratings and fewer 
receiving high marks, the 
report said. On January 20, 
Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
had confirmed in a letter to 
employees that about 12,000 
people will be laid off globally, 
accounting for more than 6 per 
cent of the total workforce.

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Healthcare 
unicorn Pristyn Care has 
reportedly sacked up to 350 
employees across departments 
and impacted employees from 
sales, tech and product teams.

However, the startup told 
leading startup news website 
Inc42 that it fired only around 
45 employees based on their 
performance.

"We have a comprehensive 
performance evaluation pro-
cess that helps us understand 
the efficiency levels across the 
board. This is a regular pro-
cess and, we found around 45 

employees across the organ-
isation who were performing 
below expectations and we had 
to part ways," a Pristyn Care 
spokesperson was quoted 
as saying. In December 2021, 
Pristyn Care raised $96 million 
in its Series E round, doubling 
its valuation in seven months 
to $1.4 billion and becoming a 
youngest healthtech unicorn.

The round was led by 
Sequoia Capital, Tiger Global, 
Winter Capital, Epiq Capital, 
Hummingbird Ventures and 
Trifecta Capital.

Founded in 2018, Pristyn 
Care offers advanced second-
ary care surgeries through 

its network of more than 800 
hospitals, over 200 clinics, and 
more than 400 in-house super-
specialty surgeons.

The Gurugram-based 
startup has raised over $177 
million to date. It acquired 
New Delhi-based healthcare 
startup Lybrate for an undis-
closed amount last year.

In January this year, Medi-
Buddy, an end-to-end digital 
healthcare platform in India, 
laid off  8 percent of  its work-
force, around 200 people, across 
all departments as a restructur-
ing exercise. The layoffs mostly 
impacted tech, product, sales, 
and operations teams.
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Vietnam expects full 
tourism recovery by 2025

AGENCIES

HANOI:  Vietnam's tourism 
sector is projected to return 
to pre-Covid pandemic 
levels in 2025, authorities 
said on Thursday.

The industry account-
ed for 9.2 per cent of  the 
Southeast Asian country's 
annual gross domestic 
product in 2019, with a 
record 18 million inter-
national arrivals and 720 
trillion Vietnamese dong 
($30.2 billion) in revenue, 
according to the Ministry 
of  Culture, Sports and 

Tourism.
Vietnam has also aimed 

to attract 35 million inter-
national visitors by 2030 
with a steady growth of  
13 to 15 per cent a year 
through a wide range of  
stimulus measures, Xinhua 
news agency quoted the 
authorities as saying in 
the latest development 
strategy.

With the target to posi-
tion itself  as an ideal tour-
ism destination in South-
east Asia, Vietnam will 
develop a quality and sus-
tainable industry to draw 

high-spending and long-
stay visitors.

The tourism authori-
ties plan to boost foreign 
tourist numbers from tra-
ditional markets including 
northeast Asian countries, 
Europe, ASEAN region, 
North America, Russia, 
and Oceania; targeting 
new emerging markets 
like India and Middle East 
countries; and launch more 
online publicity campaigns 
to raise awareness about its 
potential.

Vietnam expects to open 
its doors to several tour-

ism-focused projects to win 
over international visitors 
who are interested in medi-
cal, beauty treatments, or 
leisure activities combin-
ing meetings, incentives, 
conferences and events.

Vietnam received nearly 
1.8 million international 
passengers in January 
and February, with rev-
enue from their spending 
estimated at $3.6 billion, 
paving the way for its tour-
ism sector to earn $27.3 
billion dollars this year, 
equivalent to 90.3 per cent 
of  pre-pandemic levels.

World Uyghur Congress 

nominated for Nobel Peace Prize
NEW DELHI: The World 
Uyghur Congress has been 
nominated by parliamen-
tarians from Canada and 
Norway for the 2023 Nobel 
Peace Prize for its contribu-
tions to human rights and 
shedding light on Chinese 
repression of  the Uyghur 
people in the far western 
region of  Xinjiang, accord-
ing to a media report.

It's the first time the 
Germany-based group 
has been nominated for 
the prestigious prize, RFA 
reported.

China has faced inten-
sifying international criti-
cism for treatment of  the 
11 million predominantly 
Muslim Uyghur people, 
whose culture, language, 
religion, dress and food is 
distinct from those of  the 
Han Chinese majority, the 
reports said.

The United Nations' 
human rights office had 
issued a damning report 
in August last year that 
highlighted widespread 
arbitrary detentions and 
other actions by China 
that it said may constitute 
crimes against humanity.

The United States, the 
European Parliament and 
the legislatures of  several 
other Western countries 
have declared that the 
abuses, including the arbi-
trary detention of  an esti-
mated 1.8 million Uyghurs 
and other Turkic minori-
ties, constitute genocide 
and crimes against human-
ity, RFA reported.

The World Uyghur Con-
gress has "made a crucial 
contribution in drawing 
international attention 
to the overwhelming 
campaign of  physical, 
religious, linguistic, and 
cultural repression cur-
rently being waged by 
the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) against the 
Uyghur and other Turkic 
people in the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous 
Region of  China, a cam-
paign that many parlia-
mentarians define as 
genocide", wrote Alexis 

Brunelle-Duceppe, a 
Canadian member of  par-
liament, in the nomina-
tion letter, RFA reported.

B r u n e l l e - D u c e p p e 
joined fellow Canadian 
parliamentarian Sameer 
Zuberi, who is the chair 
of  the Subcommittee on 
International Human 
Rights, and Ane Breivik, 
leader of  the Liberal Party 
of  Norway, in nominating 
WUC.

WUC President Dolkun 
Isa said that it is a great 
honour for his organisa-
tion to be nominated for 

Nobel Peace Prize.
"This is despite China's 

incessant demonisation 
to conflate our peaceful 
international advocacy for 
Uyghur rights with terror-
ism and separatism," he 
told Radio Free Asia.

"Through decades-long 
global efforts to demon-
ise the WUC, China has 
attempted to put road-
blocks to our advocacy 
work and silence our voice 
in the world, thus continu-
ing its ongoing crimes 
against the Uyghur people 
unabated."(AGENCIES)

Malaysia registers 
unemployment rate of 
3.6% in Jan

AGENCIES

KUALA LUMPUR: The 
number of  unemployed 
persons in January contin-
ued to decrease, reaching 
596,100, registering a 3.6-
per cent unemployment 
rate, official data showed 
on Thursday.

The Department of  Sta-
tistics Malaysia (DOSM) 
said in a statement that the 
country's labour market 
continued on an upward 
trend following the current 
improvement of  the coun-
try's economic position, in 
keeping with the expan-
sion of  the global economy.

Therefore, the number 
of  the labour force in Jan-
uary improved further, 
increasing by 0.2 per cent 
month-on-month to 16.76 
million persons, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Meanwhile, the labour 
force  par ticipation 
rate during the month 
remained at 69.8 per cent.

The DOSM anticipates 
the labour market to 
remain stable and expand 
in the upcoming months.

In tandem with the tran-
sition phase of  the coun-
try to the endemic and 

the reopening of  interna-
tional borders, it foresees 
Malaysia to be benefitted 
from the spillover of  the 
increase in the number 
of  tourist arrivals, as well 
as more productive trade 
and business activities in 
Malaysia, which will in 
turn contributed towards 
a stable recovery, particu-
larly in the services sector.

It expects business 
activity to continue to grow 
in early 2023, contributing 
to more job opportunities, 
hence encouraging more 
labour force participation 
in the market and subse-
quently strengthening the 
labour market and improv-
ing the country's economic 
performance.

New Zealand Police 
reach milestone in 
Gang Crackdown

UNI

WELLINGTON: The 
New Zealand police have 
reached a major milestone 
filing over 28,000 charges 
related to Operation Cobalt 
focused on disrupting 
unlawful gang behavior.

"With over 28,000 charg-
es, Police are getting gang 
members who offend off  
the streets, seizing their 
weapons, and keeping New 
Zealanders safe," Minister 
of  Police Stuart Nash said 
on Thursday.

Under Operation Cobalt, 
as of  March 2, the police 
have seized 339 firearms, 
conducted 945 searches 
under warrant, and 647 
warrantless searches, 
as well as issued 28,273 
charges across a number 
of  crime types, Nash said.

Introduced in last June, 
Operation Cobalt has had 
great success addressing 
serious offences and hold-
ing people who commit 
serious crimes to account, 
according to Nash.

"Police is in a strong 
position to respond to the 
issues that matter to com-
munities as well as respond-
ing to natural disasters and 
emergencies like the recent 
floods and Cyclone Gabri-
elle," he added.

Police have added 1,687 
new officers to the front 
line since June 2017.

The Criminal Activity 
Intervention Legislation 
Bill is being progressed, 
which creates new offences 
and enforcement powers to 
give the police even more 
tools to combat gangs, 
Nash said.

Vietnam's refined fuel 
imports hit $1.7 bn in Jan-Feb

Cessna plane wreckage, 
6 bodies found in 
Philippines

UN Security Council 
delegation to assess security 
in DR Congo

Death toll from Indonesia 
landslides rises to 25

AGENCIES

JAKARTA: The death 
toll due to landslides in 
Indonesia's Riau Islands 
has increased to 25, with 
33 others missing, a disas-
ter agency official said on 
Thursday.

Monday's search and 
rescue mission for the vic-
tims of  the natural disaster 
hitting the Natuna Regen-
cy continued, as heavy 
machinery has arrived and 
been used to support the 
mission, the official told 
Xinhua news agency.

"Of  the total 25 bodies, 
21 of  them have been 
identified. The number of  
casualties may still rise 
with the search going on," 
he said.

About 1,300 people 
fled home after the land-
slides destroyed houses 
on Monday, according to a 
release from the national 
disaster management and 
mitigation agency.

Head of  the National 
Disaster Management and 
Mitigation Agency Suhary-
anto said that about 100 
families would be relocated.

UNI

KINSHASA:  A United 
Nations Security Council 
delegation will pay a work-
ing visit to the Democratic 
Republic of  the Congo 
(DRC) from March 9 to 12, 
the United Nations Organi-
zation Stabilization Mission 
in the Democratic Republic 
of  the Congo (MONUSCO) 
announced on Wednesday 
via a press release.

The main objective of  
this visit is to assess the 
security situation in the 
DRC and the implementa-
tion of  MONUSCO's man-
date, in accordance with 
Resolution 2666 (2022) adopt-
ed by the Security Council, 

according to MONUSCO.
During the delegation's 

stay in Kinshasa, the DRC's 
capital, the delegation will 
meet political actors, rep-
resentatives of  civil society, 
the diplomatic community, 
MONUSCO, and the UN 
system in the DRC, said the 
press release.

The Security Council del-
egation also plans to visit 
Goma, the capital of  the east-
ern province of  North Kivu, 
in order to assess the security 
and humanitarian situation 
on the ground, and oversee the 
mandate of  MONUSCO, said 
the press release, adding that 
a press conference will be held 
on March 12 in Goma at the 
end of  the delegation's visit.

AGENCIES

MANILA: Search and 
rescue officials on Thurs-
day found the wreckage of  
a Cessna plane and the six 
bodies of  those on board 
the aircraft that went miss-
ing shortly after take-off  
from an airport in Philip-
pines' Isabela province on 
January 24, a local official 
said on Thursday.

Constante Foronda, the 
Isabela Provincial Risk 
Reduction and Management 
Office chief, said rescuers 
found the debris in a remote, 
forested mountain slope 
near a coastal municipality, 

reports Xinhua news agency.
"The wreckage was 

identified by its colour and 
tail number," Foronda told 
a radio interview.

He added that workers 
are retrieving the bodies 
and it could take up to 
three days to bring them 
down due to the terrain 
and depending on the 
weather.

He said the plane was 
ripped apart and its pieces 
scattered around the 
mountain slope.

The small aircraft was 
heading to a coastal town in 
Isabela province but failed 
to reach its destination. 

AGENCIES

HANOI: Vietnam import-
ed 1.93 million ton of  gaso-
line and oil products in the 
first two months this year, 
up 43.1 per cent from a year 
earlier as costs jumped 56.3 
per cent to $1.7 billion, 
local media reported on 
Thursday.

Gasoline and diesel 
consumption is expected 
to trend higher along with 
the economy as Vietnam is 
recovering from the Covid-
19 pandemic, said the Min-
istry of  Industry and Trade.

Vietnam's crude oil 
imports more than doubled 
in the period to 1.78 mil-
lion ton worth $1.1 billion, 
according to the General 
Statistics Office.

Earlier this year, 
the Ministry asked fuel 
importers to increase 
their purchases to ensure 
a stable supply for the local 
market until the end of  the 
first quarter after Viet-
nam's largest oil refinery 
cut production by 20 to 25 

per cent in the first half  of  
January due to a techni-
cal problem, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Despite having a network 
of  38 distributors and 17,000 
gas stations, Vietnam was 
faced with an acute short-
age of  fuel last year, forcing 
hundreds of  petrol stations 
in major cities to shut down 
or limit sales.

Vietnam currently has 
two domestic refineries 
producing 70 to 80 per cent 
of  the country's fuel needs. 
The government is looking 
into the possibility of  build-
ing a third refinery with a 
full capacity of  processing 9 
million ton of  crude oil per 
year in the northern Ninh 
Binh province, according to 
the Ministry.
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Japan's lower house approves 

Kazuo Ueda as next BOJ chief
TOKYO:  Japan's lower 
house of  parliament on 
Thursday endorsed the 
appointment of  economist 
and academic Kazuo Ueda 
as the new Bank of  Japan 
(BOJ) governor.

Following his expected 
approval by the upper 
chamber today, Ueda, 71, 
a former BOJ policy board 
member, will succeed 
Haruhiko Kuroda whose 
10-year tenure will end 
on April 8, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Ueda and the govern-
ment's picks for two BOJ 
deputy governors were 
approved by a majority 
vote in the more powerful 
lower chamber, which is 
controlled by the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) and its junior Komei-
to coalition ally.

The vote was not unani-
mous, however, with the 
Japanese Communist 
Party voting against the 
appointments of  Ueda and 
Ryozo Himino, a former 
Commissioner of  the 
Financial Services Agency, 
and the government's nom-
inee for one of  the bank's 
deputy governor positions.

The main opposition 

Constitutional Democratic 
Party and the Japanese 
Communist Party both 
voted against Shinichi 
Uchida, an executive direc-
tor at the central bank, as 
the other pick to be the 
bank's deputy governor, 
meanwhile.

Following Ueda's expect-
ed approval on Friday, he 
will be charged with head-
ing Japan's central bank for 
five years and guiding its 
policy to achieve the bank's 
long-held target of  achiev-
ing a two per cent inflation 
target in a stable manner.

Ueda, who was instru-
mental in introducing 
the BOJ's zero interest 
rate policy and quanti-
tative easing measures, 

has indicated he plans to 
stick to the central bank's 
massive monetary easing 
programme to underpin 
the country's largely stag-
nant economy, despite the 
programme being heav-
ily criticised for requiring 
massive purchases of  gov-
ernment bonds.

On Japan's economic dol-
drums, the Cabinet Office 
here said on Thursday that 
the country's economic 
expansion was downward-
ly revised from 0.6 per cent 
to an annualized real 0.1 
per cent in the October to 
December period.

This was owing to public 
consumption and capital 
expenditure remaining 
strained under inflationary 

pressure and a weak yen. 
The latter has been caused 
in part by a widening inter-
est rate gap between the 
BOJ and its global peers, 
including the US Federal 
Reserve, which has been 
hiking its interest rate to 
tame decades-high infla-
tion.

Ueda, a Shizuoka Pre-
fecture-born academic, 
who earned his doctorate 
from the Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology in 
the US, has said he believes 
that current inflationary 
pressure is predominantly 
"cost-push" and is down to 
rising import prices.

He has said that the cost-
push factors are temporary 
and would eventually give 
way, with inflation drop-
ping below the 2 per cent-
mark later this year.

The former Kyoritsu 
Women's University pro-
fessor's remarks, however, 
run contrary to those of  US 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell, who told a 
hearing of  a Senate com-
mittee recently that larger 
and faster interest rate 
hikes could be expected 
forthwith owing to high 
inflation.(AGENCIES)
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Satish Kaushik's work 
will continue to entertain 
audiences: PM Modi 
mourns actor's demise

TROPEX-23

Indian navy's largest war game 

ends after 4 months

UNI

NEW DELHI:  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday expressed grief  
over the demise of  veteran 
actor and filmmaker Satish 
Kaushik, and said his work 
will continue to entertain 
the audiences.

Taking to Twitter, the 
PM wrote, "Pained by the 
untimely demise of  noted 
film personality Satish 
Kaushik Ji. Condolences 
to his family and admirers. 
Om Shanti."

"He was a creative 
genius who won hearts 
thanks to his wonderful 
acting and direction. His 
works will continue to 
entertain audiences," Modi 
said.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and Minister 
for Information and Broad-
casting Anurag Thakur 
also took to the micro-blog-
ging site and condoled the 
death of  the veteran actor.

"Deeply saddened by 
the sudden demise of  
actor, director and writer 
Satish Kaushik Ji. My 
deepest condolences to his 
bereaved family and fol-
lowers. Om Shanti Shanti," 
Shah said.

The Home Minister said 
his contribution to Indian 
cinema, artistic creations 

and performances will 
always be remembered.

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag 
Thakur also conveyed his 
grief  at the demise of  the 
noted artist

"Satish Kaushik was an 
acclaimed actor and direc-
tor who scripted some of the 
most memorable cinematic 

works of  our time. He tick-
led fans with humour and 
his art will live on through 
his filmography. My condo-
lences on his demise to his 
family and well wishers," 
Thakur said.

The veteran actor 
passed away on Thursday 
morning due to a heart 
attack.

UNI

NEW DELHI:  Indian 
Navy’s largest Operational 
Level exercise TROPEX 
conducted over four months 
across the Indian Ocean 
Region concluded in the 
Arabian Sea. It saw partici-
pation of  70 Indian Navy 
ships, six submarines and 
over 75 aircraft.

TROPEX, that began in 
November last year, cul-
minated this week in the 
Arabian Sea. The overall 
exercise construct included 
Coastal Defence exercise 
Sea Vigil and the Amphibi-
ous Exercise AMPHEX. 
Together, these exercises 
also witnessed significant 
participation from the 
Indian Army, the Indian Air 
Force and the Coast Guard, 
an official statement said.

Set in the Indian Ocean 
including the Arabian Sea 
and the Bay of  Bengal, the 
theatre of  operations for the 
exercise extended approxi-
mately 4,300 nm from North 
to South upto 35 deg South 
Latitude and 5,000 nm from 
Persian Gulf  in the West 
to North Australia coast in 
the East, spanning an area 
of  over 21 million square 
nautical miles. TROPEX 23 
witnessed participation of  
approximately 70 Indian 

Navy ships, six submarines 
and over 75 aircraft.

The culmination of  
TROPEX 23 brings to an end 
an intense operational phase 
for the Indian Navy that com-
menced in Nov 2022.

As part of  the final Joint 
Phase, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh spent a day 
at sea onboard the newly 
commissioned Indigenous 
Aircraft Carrier Vikrant on 
March 6. He reviewed the 
Indian Navy’s operational 
preparedness and material 
readiness wherein the Navy 
demonstrated operational 

manoeuvers and various 
facets of  combat operations, 
including deck operations 
of  indigenous LCA and live 
weapon firings.

While addressing the 
Fleets, the Defence Minis-
ter lauded the Operational 
preparedness of  the Indian 
Navy and emphasised that 
the country looks up to 
the Navy to ensure that 
the economic lifelines and 
military capabilities of  our 
adversaries are disrupted to 
the extent where their warf-
ighting endeavours can no 
longer be sustained.

He also stated that he 
is fully reassured that 
the Indian Navy is wholly 
capable of  safeguarding 
India’s national interests in 
the maritime domain and 
will thwart the diabolical 
designs of  any potential 
adversaries who seek to 
threaten India’s peaceful 
existence. He complimented 
the Indian Navy for being at 
the forefront of  the ‘Make in 
India’ Initiative and leverag-
ing the path of  Aatmanirb-
harta to be ‘Combat Ready, 
Credible, Cohesive and 
Future Proof’, it added.

President Murmu pays 

obeisance at Golden Temple

Goa CM orders FIRs against 

those lighting fires in forests

AGENCIES

AMRITSAR: On her 
maiden visit after becom-
ing President, Droupadi 
Murmu on Thursday 
arrived in Punjab's holy 
city of  Amritsar, and paid 
obeisance at the Holiest 
shrine of  Sikh religion, 
Golden Temple, where she 
was presented with a robe 
of  honour.

Tight security arrange-
ments were made in the city 
for the President's day-long 
visit.

Accompanied by Punjab 
Chief  Minister Bhagwant 

Mann and Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Commit-
tee (SGPC) chief  Harjinder 
Singh Dhami, she paid obei-
sance inside the sanctum 
sanctorum of  Harmandir 
Sahib, popularly known as 
the Golden Temple.

She also mingled with a 
couple of  devotees and chat-
ted with them for a brief  
period as Gurbani played 
in the backdrop.

Before paying obeisance 
inside the sanctum sancto-
rum, she was taken around 
the temple by the officials 
of  the SGPC, the apex reli-
gious body of  the Sikhs, and 

was also shown Shri Guru 
Ram Dass Langar Hall.

The President partook 
'langar' served by the com-
munity kitchen at the 
Golden Temple

She later visited Jal-
lianwala Bagh, Durgi-
ana Temple and Bhagwan 
Valmiki Ram Tirath Sthal.

At the Jallianwala Bagh, 
hundreds of  Indians were 
killed in 1919 on the orders 
of  the then British General 
Dyer.

On arrival, Punjab Gov-
ernor Banwari Lal Purohit 
and Chief  Minister Mann 
welcomed her. 

AGENCIES

PANAJI: Goa Chief  Min-
ister Pramod Sawant on 
Thursday directed govern-
ment officials to register 
FIRs against those miscre-
ants, who light fire in forest 
areas intentionally.

Sawant on Tuesday held 
a high-level meeting of  the 
State Disaster Management 
Authority and had ordered a 
thorough investigation into 
the forest fire that spread in 
the Mhadei wildlife sanctu-
ary since the last six days.

Apart from fire in Mhadei 
wildlife sanctuary, fire inci-
dents from other places of  
the coastal state have also 
been reported.

"Fire incidents are taking 
place at various places. I 
have instructed officials 
to register an FIR against 
those who lit fire intention-
ally. We will not tolerate 
such cases," the Chief  Min-
ister said.

He added that along with 
forest officials, police and 
fire personnel are keeping 
a strict vigil on such inci-
dents.

"We will take strict 

action. Monitoring of  the 
situation is going on," 
Sawant said.

The state government 
has taken the help of  the 
Navy and succeeded in 
controlling the fire in some 
areas.

"People who lit fire in 
their cashew plantation to 
clean the areas should stop 
such practices, else we will 
take action against them. 
Action would be taken 

against forest guards if  
they are found negligent in 
carrying out their duties. A 
thorough investigation in 
connection with such cases 
will be conducted. We will 
not tolerate loss of  forest," 
the Chief  Minister added.

Sources informed that 
the forest department is yet 
to assess the loss due to fire 
incidents and instead have 
focussed on controlling the 
fire.

Nadda to put a stop to 
infighting among leaders 
during K'taka tour

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) nation-
al President J.P. Nadda 
will attempt to thwart the 
infighting among the state 
leaders on his visit to Kar-
nataka on Thursday.

Amid the election prepa-
rations, many senior state 
BJP leaders have expressed 
serious displeasure on the 
high command's decision 
of  appointing former Chief  
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa 
as the Chairman of  the 
state's election campaign 
committee.

The decision was based 
on the report of  the survey 

conducted by the BJP to 
assess the state's electoral 
math and chances of  vic-
tory.

The leaders opposing the 
decision include big leaders 
of  the Lingayat, Vokkaliga 
and OBC communities, 
ministers in the Bommai 
government and national 
office-bearers, which has 
added to the high com-
mand's concerns.

Nadda will inaugurate 
the Vijay Sankalp Yatra 
in Bengaluru around 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday, follow-
ing which he is scheduled 
to address a public meeting 
at the Government College 
ground.

All 9 leaders alleging 

'misuse' of Central agencies 

are corrupt: Manoj Tiwari

After CBI, ED arrests 
Sisodia in Delhi 
excise policy case

NEW DELHI:  A day before 
the hearing of  his bail plea, 
former Delhi Deputy Chief  
Minister Manish Siso-
dia was arrested by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Thursday in con-
nection with the 2021-22 
Delhi excise policy case.

The ED made the arrest 
after questioning Sisodia 
for hours inside the Tihar 
jail as part of  its money 
laundering probe into the 
alleged irregularities in 
the 2021-22 excise policy of  
Delhi, officials said.

Sisodia was arrested 
by the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI) on 
March 27 in the same case 
and he is currently in judi-
cial custody till March 20. 
His bail plea will come 

up for hearing before the 
Rouse Avenue District 
Courts on Friday.

ED sources told IANS 
the probe agency has got 
permission to quiz Sisodia 
for three days, and it will 
seek his custodial remand.

The ED on Thursday 
questioned Sisodia in con-
nection with the alleged 
kickbacks of  Rs 100 crore 
which the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) and its leaders 
reportedly received through 
hawala channel from the 
South Group. The former 
Deputy CM of Delhi was also 
asked about Arun Pillai and 
K. Kavitha, the daughter of  
Telangana Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao, about 
their alleged involvement in 
the case.

NEW DELHI: BJP MP 
Manoj Tiwari on Thursday 
tore into all the nine leaders 
who wrote to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi against 
Manish Sisodia's arrest, 
and alleged that they are 
involved in corruption and 
that attacking CBI and ED 
was nothing but a stunt to 
divert people's attention 
from the real issues.

The response comes days 
after nine Opposition lead-
ers wrote to Prime Minister 
Modi against the arrest of  
former Delhi's Deputy Chief  
Minister Manish Sisodia and 
alleging that BJP was "mis-
using" the Central agencies 
to scare the opposition.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, BJP MP and 
former State President 
Manoj Tiwari said that all the 
corrupt people of  the coun-
try have united and Arvind 
Kejriwal is one of  them. 
Together, the nine leaders 
wrote a letter to the Prime 
Minister. Among them are 
some who once objected to 
a photo with Lalu Yadav and 
today they are hugging his 
son Tejashwi Yadav.

State spokesperson Yasir 

Jilani was present at the 
press conference.

All the nine are accused of  
corruption in different cases. 
This is a gang of  corrupt 
people whose main objective 
is not to attack the CBI or ED 
but to divert public attention 
from corruption which is the 
main issue.

After Sisodia's arrest, 
there is panic among the 
corrupt and those who once 
spoke against corruption 
are now embracing the cor-
rupt. The main objective of  
the Modi government is that 
no corrupt person should 
be left out and no innocent 
should be punished. Today, 
the public has also under-
stood that when the heat of  
investigation is reaching the 

mastermind of  corruption, 
then all the corrupt have 
come together.

Rubbishing AAP leader 
Saurabh Bhardwaj's claim 
regarding threat to Sisodia in 
Tihar as "ridiculous", Tiwari 
said that the command of the 
jail in Delhi is with the Delhi 
government, whose chief  
works on the instructions of  
Kejriwal, then how can Siso-
dia's life be in danger.

If  Saurabh Bhardwaj is 
saying this, it also means 
that Sisodia faces threat from 
Kejriwal only. He said that the 
question is also that Arvind 
Kejriwal's entire secret is 
with Manish Sisodia, so fear-
ing exposure, it seems Kejri-
wal is plotting to kill Sisodia 
somewhere?(AGENCIES)

25 bootleggers held, liquor 

seized in south Delhi
NEW DELHI:  The Delhi 
Police have arrested 25 
bootleggers and one gam-
bler while 472 persons were 
bound down in the South 
district during its special 
drive, an official said on 
Thursday.

The official said that 
more than 12,894 quarter 
liquor bottles, 394 bottles 
of  beer and gambling stake 
money were recovered 
during the two-day special 
drive from March 6 to 8.

Deputy Commissioner 
of  Police (South) Chandan 

Chowdhary said that in view 
of Holi, several teams of the 
South district were deployed 
in the vulnerable areas to 
ensure a peaceful Holi.

"Hence, during March 6 
to 8, special drives against 
organised crime and public 
drinking were carried out 
at various places in South 
district to maintain law 
& order in the area. The 
motive was to control crime 
and provide a better envi-
ronment to the residents," 
said the DCP.

"During the special 

drives, 25 bootleggers, one 
gambler were arrested and 
472 persons were bound 
down under preventive 
action in different police 
stations," said the officer.

He said the police teams 
made sincere efforts by 
sensitising local informers 
and collecting human intel-
ligence. "Several teams also 
undertook patrolling in the 
areas and preventive action 
were initiated against the 
persons who were engaged/
try to disturb the tranquil-
ity," he added.(AGENCIES)

Over 7,500 fined for traffic violations on Holi in Delhi
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Traffic 
Police on the occasion of  
Holi issued over 7,500 chal-
lans for various violations 
in the national Capital, an 
official said on Thursday.

According to data shared 
by police, on Wednesday a 
total of  7,643 challans were 
made by traffic police which 
include 559 challans for 
drunken driving, 698 for 
triple riding on two-wheel-
er, 3410 for rider, pillion 
rider without using helmet, 
312 for driving without seat 

belt, 215 for tinted glass and 
2,449 other challans.

A senior traffic police offi-
cer said that the presence 
of  policemen at strategic 
locations and strict traffic 
enforcement also resulted in 
reducing the number of  fatal 
accidents in the city on the 
day of  Holi as five fatal acci-
dents were reported from all 
over the city.

In 2020, nine fatal acci-
dents took place on the day 
of  Holi, five fatal accidents 
were reported in 2021 and 
nine in 2022.

Special checking teams 

consisting 2,033 traffic police 
officials were stationed at 
different locations in the city 
on Wednesday to take action 
against drunk driving, over 
speeding, reckless driving, 
zig-zag driving, dangerous 
driving, red light jumping, 
triple riding, minor driv-
ing, driving/riding without 
helmet, performing stunts on 
two-wheelers and other traf-
fic offences.

Joint checking against 
drunken driving was 
undertaken by Delhi Traffic 
Police, PCR and local staff  
of  respective police stations.
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IND V AUS, 4TH TEST

Rohit Sharma, Steve 
Smith receive special Test 
caps from PM Modi and 
Anthony Albanese

AGENCIES

AHMEDABAD:  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and his Australian coun-
terpart Anthony Alba-
nese were present on 
Day 1 of  the fourth and 
final Test of  the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy Test in 
Ahmedabad on Thurs-
day, where the two lead-
ers met captains of  their 

respective countries and 
presented special Test 
caps to them.

PM Modi presented 
a special cap to Rohit 
while Australian PM 
Albanese presented a 
special cap to Smith. 
The two leaders did a 
lap of  honour around 
the Narendra Modi 
Stadium in a gold-
painted chariot embel-

lished with bat, wicket 
and ball to celebrate 75 
years of  cricketing con-
tests between the two 
nations.

They also met the 
players from their 
respective countries 
at the world's biggest 
cricket stadium after 
the toss. Both the lead-
ers took a seat in the 
stadium to the high-

octane action of  the 
series finale after the 
National Anthem.

Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
secretary Jay Shah pre-
sented PM Modi with a 
framed artwork of  the 
Prime Minister himself  
at the ceremony, celebrat-
ing 75 years of  friendship 
with Australia through 
cricket.

WPL 2023: It was almost a 
perfect knock for Harleen 
Deol, says Aakash Chopra

AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Former India 
cricketer Aakash Chopra 
showered praise on Gujarat 
Giants all-rounder Harleen 
Deol, saying her efforts 
made everyone feel like she 
dished out a near-perfect 
knock in the Women's Pre-
mier League (WPL) match 
against Royal Challengers 
Bangalore.

After Sophia Dunkley fell, 
Harleen impressed everyone 
with her exquisite timing 
and placement to score 67 off  
45 balls, hitting nine fours 
and a six at a strike rate 
of  148.89 as Gujarat made 
201/7, which was enough to 
give them the first two points 
of  the competition on board, 
with an 11-run victory over 
Bangalore at Brabourne 
Stadium.

"Interestingly, it seemed 
like she started the game a 
little slow. At one point, she 
had just 22 runs in 20 deliver-
ies. From there, you either 
get out or accelerate as she 
did. She was absolutely 
brilliant. She played well 
against spin, almost a per-
fect knock from her," Chopra 
was quoted as saying by 

Sports18 and JioCinema.
Veteran India woman 

batter Punam Raut also 
gave credit to off-spin all-
rounder Sneh Rana for 
leading the Gujarat Giants 
with aplomb. "I have seen 
her development over years 
and ever since she's become 
a captain, her performance 
has improved."

"She plays well when 
faced with a challenge and 
that's what we saw today 
(in the match) when she got 
hurt. We saw strong fielding 
and the 11 runs that they 
(RCB) couldn't make up was 
because of the (GG) fielding."

For Bangalore, it was 

their third straight loss 
and another instance of  
captain Smriti Mandhana 
having a modest score with 
the bat in the competition. 
"I feel Smriti needs to take 
a step back before being so 
aggressive to come out of  
her recent struggles."

"Play a little defensive, 
take some time, take a run 
and rotate strikes, just take 
your time to attack the next 
ball. She can use this strat-
egy and use it to improve 
her form. The pressure of  
captaincy is also heavy, so 
to come out of  her rut, she'll 
need to take some time," con-
cluded Punam.

Hockey India announces 

nominations for 5th Hockey 

India Annual Awards

UNI

NEW DELHI: Hockey 
India on Thursday released 
the list of  nominations for 
the much-awaited Hockey 
India Annual Awards.

The most coveted awards 
in Indian hockey will be 
held on March 17 in the 
Capital and it carries a total 
prize money of  INR 1.35 
crore along with a trophy 
in each category.

As many as 33 nomi-
nations across eight cat-
egories have made it to 
the shortlist of  the annual 
awards. These nominees 
will be recognised for their 
contributions towards 
Indian hockey in the 2022 
calendar year.

The Hockey India Balbir 
Singh Sr. Award for Player 
of  The Year awards in each 
Men and Women categories 

carries a cash prize of  INR 
25 lakh each plus a trophy.

The Hockey India Jugraj 
Singh Award for Upcoming 
Player of  the Year (Men) 
and Hockey India Asunta 
Lakra Award for Upcoming 
Player of  the Year (Women) 
awards that are given 
to U-21 players and will 
include a cash prize of  INR 
10 lakh each and trophies.

Meanwhile, the Hockey 
India Baljit Singh Award 
for Goalkeeper of  the 
Year Award, Hockey India 
Pargat Singh Award for 
Defender of  the Year, 
Hockey India Ajit Pal Singh 
Award for Midfielder of  
the Year and Hockey India 
Dhanraj Pillay Award for 
Forward of  the Year each 
carry cash prizes of  INR 5 
lakh and trophies each.

There are also special 
categories such as Hockey 

India President Award 
for Outstanding Achieve-
ment 2022, Hockey India 
Jaman Lal Sharma Award 
for Invaluable Contribu-
tion 2022 which carries a 
prize purse of  INR 5 lakh. 
Hockey India President 
Award for Umpire/ Umpire 
Manager of  the Year 2022 
and Hockey India President 
Award for Technical Offi-
cial of  the Year 2022 will 
also be recognised.

The Hockey India Major 
Dhyan Chand Lifetime 
Achievement Award will 
carry the highest cash 
purse of  INR 30 lakh.

"Every player eagerly 
anticipates the Hockey 
India Annual Awards, and 
we are happy to honour 
their excellent efforts. It 
was difficult to narrow 
down the nominees after 
watching some stellar per-

formances from both the 
men's and women's teams 
in the recent past. I think 
that these prizes will moti-
vate our athletes to excel 
and win more honours 
in hockey for the nation," 
said Padma Shri Dr. Dilip 
Tirkey, President Hockey 
India.

Adding to the President's 
views, Bhola Nath Singh, 
Secretary General of  
Hockey India said, "These 
Awards have a legacy of  
been a big motivating factor 
not only for our players but 
also for umpires and tech-
nical officials who will be 
recognized for their efforts 
in successful conduct of  
tournaments. The Hockey 
India Annual Awards are 
an integral part of  our 
holistic approach towards 
develop of  the sport across 
all aspects."

AFC U-20 Women's Asian Cup Qualifiers: India blank 

Indonesia to maintain perfect record
UNI

VIETNAM: The India U-20 
Women's National Team made 
it two wins from two in Group F 
of  the AFC U-20 Women's Asian 
Cup Qualifiers Round 1 with a 
solid 6-0 victory over Indonesia 
at the Viet Tri Stadium in Viet 
Tri City, Vietnam on Thursday.

Similar to their opening-
day 7-0 success over Singa-
pore, India were able to build 
their rhythm from the get-go. 
Maymol Rocky's girls scored 
three goals in each half  to seal 
another dominating win and 
remain top of  the table with 
six points and a positive goal 
difference of  13.

Rocky made three changes 
from the first match Hemam 
Shilky Devi replacing Linda 

Chanu at centre-back, Lisham 
Babina Devi in for Martina 
Thokchom in midfield, while 
Neha started in place of  Sumati 
Kumari on the left wing.

India's first big chance came 
as early as the third minute 
when captain Apurna Narzary 
slammed a left-footed strike 
onto the post. Neha, however, 
would open the scoring in the 
very next minute, easily tap-
ping in a cutback from Anita 
Kumari on the right.

The duo combined again to 
double India's advantage. Anita 
drilled another low cross from 
the right, which evaded every-
one to fall perfectly in Neha's 
path. She slammed it into the 
roof  of  the net.

After a couple of  tap-ins, 
Neha could have had her hat-

trick with some brilliant indi-
vidual play. She skipped past 
two challenges on the edge of  

the box before drinking the ball 
over the keeper, but it came off  
the far post.

It was 3-0 at the stroke of  
half-time. Apurna raced to the 
by-line before cutting it back 
for midfielder Kajol Dsouza, 
who was arriving into the box 
at full pace. Kajol unleashed a 
solid first-time effort into the 
bottom corner for her second 
goal in as many games.

Indonesian goalkeeper Fani 
was decent at the start of  the 
second half, making a strong 
save to deny Anita from close 
range before diving at full 
stretch to keep out Kajol's 
20-yard strike. However, she 
could do nothing about Apur-
na's headed goal in the 54th 
minute. Neha floated a corner 
at the far post, which was met 
by a nervous clearance from 
Indonesia, and the ball fell 
kindly for Apurna, who nodded 

in from point-blank range.
Apurna was then denied her 

second of  the day by the offside 
flag. A low shot from Kajol was 
saved by Fani, and the rebound 
fell for the Indian skipper, who 
put it in but the flag went up as 
Sumati Kumari was offside in 
the build-up.

After a couple of  one-on-
one misses from Apurna and 
Anita, Sumati got herself  on 
the scoresheet in style. She was 
brilliantly picked out by Kajol's 
cross into the six-yard box and 
scored with a thumping volley 
to make it five for India. Sumati 
struck her second in injury 
time, assisted by Kajol again. 
The midfielder sent a defence-
splitting pass to release Sumati 
clean through on goal, and she 
made no mistake in slotting it 

past Fani.
India could've matched their 

opening-day scoreline if  not for 
a disallowed goal. In the last 
attack of  the game, Mousumi 
Murmu sent home Tania Kan-
ti's low cross from the left, but 
the assistant referee's flag went 
up for offside.

India will next take on hosts 
Vietnam on March 11 in what 
could be a virtual qualifying 
play-off  for Round 2.

India U-20 Women XI: 
Anshika, Purnima Kumari, 
Hemam Shilky Devi (Sahena 
TH 90'), Astam Oraon, Lisham 
Babina Devi (Tania Kanti 78'), 
Kajol Dsouza, Anita Kumari 
(Mousumi Murmu 78'), Neha 
(Sumati Kumari 64'), Shubhan-
gi Singh, Nitu Linda (Shailja 
90'), Apurna Narzary.

Golfer Nishna Patel top Indian at 11th 
place in WAAP, favoured Avani lies 21st
SINGAPORE: Nishna 
Patel was the top Indian at 
the end of  the first round 
of  the Women's Ama-
teur Asia-Pacific (WAAP) 
Championship.

She was tied 11th as 
she shot 1-under 71 and 
was four shots behind the 
leader Korea's Kim Minsol.

Avani Prashanth, the 
16-year-old winner of  the 
Queen Sirikit Cup 10 days 
ago and one of  the strong 
contenders for the event, 
shot 1-over 73 but was dis-
appointed at having missed 
a lot of  putts and making 
some mistakes that cost 
her five bogeys against four 
bridies. Avani was tied 21st 
after the first round and was 
six shots behind the leader.

Avani played with Kim 
Minsol, the World No. 
14, who shot 67 Japan's 
Rin Yoshida, the highest-
ranked player at No. 4, who 
carded 3-over-par 75.

Among the other Indi-
ans was US-based Anika 
Varma (74), who was 
1-under through 12 holes 
but dropped three shots 
in the last six holes. Anika 
was tied 28th. The other 
three Indians were Mannat 
Brar (76) at T-53rd, Vidhatri 
Urs (77) at T-60 and Lavan-
ya Jadon (78) at T-64.

Playing in her third start 
at the annual marquee event 

Nishna, said she was learn-
ing from the experience of  
playing a lot of  internation-
als in recent times.

Nishna said, "It was 
quite good overall. I was 
hitting the ball really well. 
I was happy with it, and the 
putting was good, though 
I could have saved a few 
shots as some birdie putts 
lipped out."

Talking of the experience 
she has gained from previ-
ous WAAP starts and the 
Queen Sirikit Cup, she said, 
"Yeah, definitely that has 
helped. Since the last WAAP 
I have learned so much."

The leader Korean Kim 
Minsol, whose 67 includ-
ed an eagle and a double 
bogey besides five birdies.

Behind the leader, there 
were three players, Ni 
Zixin of  China, Thailand's 
little-known Navaporn 
Soontreeyapas and Hong 

Kong's Sophie Han were 
tied second with cards of  
4-under 68 each.

Avani said, "I had a lot 
of  dropped shots. I made 
four birdies, but dropped 
five shots which was not 
needed at all. Made some 
silly mistakes on the course 
and I couldn't cover them 
up. My up-and-down game 
was absolutely off, but 
hopefully it's better.

"As for putting, I had a 
couple of  mis-reads and was 
not really trusting the line 
as much, even though what 
I saw was perfectly correct. 
And just a couple of  times I 
hit it to the wrong places."

Indian scores: T-11: 
Nishna Patel 71 (-1), T-21: 
Avani Prashanth 73 (+1), 
T-28 Anika Varma 74 (+2), 
T-53: Mannat Brar (76 (+4), 
T-60: Vidhatri Urs 77 (+5), 
T-64: Lavanya Jadon 78 
(+6). (AGENCIES)

Pranavi shoots 70 to lie 
23rd in Women's South 
African Open

AGENCIES

CAPETOWN: Pranavi 
Urs opened with a steady 
2-under 70 in the first 
round of  the South Afri-
can Women's Open and was 
the best of  the five Indian 
women in action this week 
as the South Africa leg of  
the Ladies European Tour 
winds up this week.

Pranavi was tied 23rd at 
Steenberg Golf  Club.

Among other Indians, 
Ridhima Dilawari shot 
1-under 71 and was tied 
40th. Vani Kapoor and 
Amandeep Drall were tied 
54th with rounds of  even 
par 72 and Diksha Dagar 
was way down in tied 109th 
place with 75.

Pranavi, who topped the 
Hero Order of  Merit on the 
domestic circuit had three 
birdies against a late bogey 
in her round as the Ladies 
European Tour's South 
African swing comes to an 
end this week.

Germany's Chiara Noja 
fired a record 62 (-10) to 
lead by two shots at the end 
of  the first day. South Afri-
ca's Ashleigh Buhai sits 
in second place on eight-
under-par having produced 
a round of  64 on the first 

day of  competition.
Pranavi was three-under 

through 14 holes with bird-
ies on seventh, 11th and 
12th holes. A dropped shot 
on 15th pulled her back but 
she closed with three pars. 
Ridhima had three birdies 
against two bogeys.

Three players sit in a 
share of  third place with 
Sweden's Johanna Gus-
tavsson, France's Nas-
tasia Nadaud and Dutch 
golfer Romy Meekers on 
six-under-par. Gustavsson 
made seven birdies and 
one bogey on her way to a 
round of  66 and the Swede 
was happy with her day.

England's Lily May 
Humphreys, who won 
last week's Joburg Ladies 
Open, carded a first round 
of  67 to be in outright sixth 
place on five-under-par.

There will be a cut to the 
top 60 and ties at the end of  
the day.
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Public miseries increase as 
Patwaris continue strike

RAJA SYED RATHER

SRINAGAR: The work 
related to land revenue 
and other services has 
come to a standstill in this 
central Kashmir’s Gander-
bal district due to the UT-
wide pen-down strike by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Patwar Association.

The association has 
been protesting for their 
demands which include an 
increase in grade pay, the 
creation of  patwar halqas, 
girdawar circles and other 
issues. The patwaris have 
also threatened to inten-
sify their agitation if  their 
demands are not fulfilled at 
the earliest.

While the authorities 
have assured the associa-
tion that its demands will 
be looked into, no concrete 
steps have been taken yet. 
The protesting patwaris 
have urged the government 
to take prompt action in 
this regard.

The patwaris said: “Our 

strike is peaceful. We have 
been sitting on a dharna 
outside the Deputy Com-
missioner’s office and 
tehsil office, and we will not 
go back till our demands 
are met.”

"We were appointed as 
patwaris in 2012 with a grade 
pay of 2800. After some time, 
due to unknown reasons, 
our grade pay was demoted 
to 2400. We are request-
ing the administration to 
restore our grade pay,” one 
of  the patwaris outside the 
DC office Ganderbal, wish-
ing anonymity, said.

“We have protested ear-
lier, and the government 

has made promises to us, 
but till now, nothing has 
been done,” he added.

Another patwari said, 
“Our prime demand is the 
enhancement of  grade pay, 
and our second demand 
is the creation of  patwar 
halqa and girdawar circle. 
The patwar halqas of  1876, 
when Sir Walter Lawrence 
was the Regional Direc-
tor, continue till now. As 
you can see, there were 
three districts – Srinagar, 
Baramulla, and Anantnag. 
Many others have come 
into existence since then, 
but the patwar halqas have 
remained the same. Our 

sole demand is to increase 
these patwar halqas.”

Abdul Rahman, a local 
resident, while express-
ing his frustration said, “I 
came here for some work 
related to land revenue, but 
the office is closed.”

Naseema Begum, a 
nearby shopkeeper, said 
she supports patwaris in 
their demands. “They play 
an important role in land 
revenue and other related 
services. The govern-
ment should fulfill their 
demands as soon as pos-
sible,” she said.

Riyaz Ahmad, a farmer, 
said the strike is affecting 
the work of  the general 
public. The government 
needs to take quick action 
and resolve this issue. We 
cannot afford to wait for 
too long, he said.

“The patwaris have been 
working tirelessly for years, 
and they deserve better pay 
and working conditions,” 
Ghulam Nabi, a local busi-
nessman, said—(KNO)

Advisor Bhatnagar addresses mega meet 

of All India Transporters at SKICC
GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Advisor 
to Lieutenant Governor, 
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Thursday addressed the 
first ever mega meet of  
All India Transporters at 
SKICC here.

Advisor Bhatnagar 
highlighted that there is 
a need for collaboration 
and innovation in order to 
keep up with the changing 
demands of  transportation 
industry. He urged upon 
the attendees to embrace 
new technologies and work 
together towards creating 
more efficient, sustainable 
and safe transportation 
system and be a significant 
stakeholder in new J&Ks 
development story.

  “The challenges facing 
the transportation indus-
try are significant, but so 
too are the opportunities,” 
Advisor said. He added 
that by working together 
and adopting latest tech-
nologies, we can create a 
more resilient and sustain-
able transportation system 

that benefits every citizen 
of  our country.

Divulging on different 
initiatives launched by the 
LG led administration in 
Jammu and Kashmir for 
transport sector, Advisor 
Bhatnagar said that the 
UT government is very 
responsive towards the 
concerns of  transporters 
and has been extending 
various relief  measures 
and schemes for them from 
time to time.

During the meet, the 
Advisor also interacted 
with the transporters and 

delegates from other states 
and UTs of  the country and 
applauded them for devel-
opment of  transport indus-
try across the country. He 
apprised the gathering of  
vast investments in road 
and traffic infrastructure.

Advisor, on the occa-
sion, also interacted with 
transporters of  Jammu 
and Kashmir and gave 
patient hearing to their 
issues and grievances.

While interacting with 
them, Advisor Bhatnagar 
assured them that their 
genuine issues and prob-

lems will be resolved on 
priority. He also assured 
them that the good practic-
es and transport policies of  
other states will be consid-
ered for the betterment of  
transport sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Delegates and represen-
tatives of  All India Auto 
Taxi Bus Transporters 
Federation, members of  
Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh, 
other transport union rep-
resentatives and stakehold-
ers associated with trans-
port sector were present 
during the meet.

Div Com visits Kupwara; reviews developmental profile
GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: The Divisional Com-
missioner (Div Com) Kashmir, Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri Thursday visited 
frontier Kupwara district and car-
ried out a series of  activities besides 
reviewing developmental profile of  
the district.

The Div Com accompanied by 
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Dr. 
Doifode Sagar Dattatray inspected 
under execution Transit Accommo-
dation at Kulangam. It was informed 
that the Transit Accommodation 
comprising 288 flats in 18 blocks, is 
coming up at a cost of  Rs. 34.56 crore.

The Div Com gave instant direc-
tions to the executing agency (R&B) 
to make all facilities including bound-
ary wall, power and water supply 
available and gave a timeline of  April 
15 for its completion.

On the occasion, the DC briefed the 
Div Com about other issues related to 
the Accommodation.

The Div Com also inspected the 
ongoing Amrit Sarovar Waterfront 
at Helpal coming up at a cost of  

Rs.17 lakh and Amrit Sarovar 
Waterfront at Goose, costing Rs 15 
lakh under Convergence.  He gave 
various suggestions to further 
upgrade the projects.

The DC also briefed the Div Com 
about the prospects of  the waterfront 
and informed that in coming days 
there will be beautiful and attractive 
spots in Kupwara town.

The Div Com convened a meeting 
of  district and sectoral officers at 
Administrative Complex Kupwara 
and reviewed the developmental pro-
file of  the district.

Deputy Commissioner Kup-
wara, ADDC, Altaf  Ahmad, ADC, 
Ghulam Nabi Bhat were present in 
the meeting.

The Divisional Commissioner 
directed the officers to play a proac-
tive role in resolving public issues at 
grass roots level so that people do not 
face inconvenience.

He also directed for ensuring 
proper application of  online services 
and directed the DC to make periodi-
cal reviews of  all online services.

The DC briefed the Div Com 

about the developmental profile 
of  the district including District 
CAPEX Budget, Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes, MGNREGA, 
Employment schemes includ-
ing NRLM, PMEGP, JJM, ADF, 
ZIMADARI project and other wel-
fare schemes.

The Div Com was informed that 
out of  District CAPEX Budget of  
Rs. 1598 crore for 2022-23, Rs 432 
crores have been released , of  
which Rs.317 crore , constitut-
ing 73% have been expended on 
the execution of  various devel-
opmental works and welfare 
programmes during the current 
financial year so far.

During the meeting, the Div Com 
received detailed feedback of  the 
developmental activities from the 
officers and gave instant directions   
to them for further improvement in 
the service delivery system.

Div Com said that there is a need 
to showcase the district including its 
tourism potential, Handicrafts and 
developmental avenues for the dairy 
sector in the district. He stressed the 

need to further upgrade the basic 
amenities of  water supply, road 
connectivity, education and health 
sector.

He said the aim of  his visit was to 
review the overall development sce-
nario of  the district and to redress the 
grievances of  the public.

Later, the Div Com along with DC, 
Vice Chairman DDC, Haji Farooq 
Ahmad Mir and BDC Chairperson, 
Mohammad Rafiq Kataria visited 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya 
(KGBV) Kuligam.

The Div Com was informed that 96 
female students are residing in the 
Vidyalaya in 3 classes. He was also 
informed that the school was face 
lifted under the Zimadari project like 
all other 1500 schools of  the district.

The Div Com also visited Khur-
hama and inspected the site for the 
health facility.  On the occasion, he 
interacted with the PRIs and local 
people headed by Vice Chairman 
DDC.

Later, the Div Com visited 28 
RR camp at Rednag and Gujjarpati 
Sogam.

Rohit Kansal takes review 

of NIFT Srinagar
Asks for completion of all constructions by March 31st this year

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: Union Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry 
of  Textiles, Rohit Kansal, 
who is also Director Gener-
al (DG) National Institute 
of  Fashion Technology 
(NIFT), on Thursday vis-
ited NIFT Srinagar to take 
a review regarding estab-
lishment of  the campus.

Director General NIFT 
had a detailed assessment of  
overall construction works 
going on at the campus.

Deputy Commissioner, 
Budgam, S F Hamid, Man-
aging Director, SIDCO, 
Rakesh Minhas and Direc-
tor NIFT Srinagar Dr. Javid 
Ahmad Wani were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

While reviewing ongo-

ing construction works on 
NIFT Campus Ompora, 
Rohit Kansal directed the 
executing agency to com-
plete all these works by 
March 31 of  2023.

“Focus should be on the 
campus landscaping and 
it should look like a green 
campus with all aesthetic 
splendor,” he said.

He said that NIFT Sri-
nagar should be a leading 
institution in the uplift of  
artisan community. The 
intervention must range 
from design development, 
branding and marketing.

After reviewing the con-
struction, Kansal also inter-
acted with the staff  and the 
students of  the institute.

“NIFT Srinagar is one 
of  the most beautiful and 

well laid out campuses in 
the entire country. It is my 
earnest desire that it gets 
completed as quickly as 
possible so that we can get 
it formally inaugurated,” 
Kansal maintained.

 “This is the one of  the 
youngest campus among 
all the 18 campuses and it 
has a scope to grow as the 
best institute. All the cam-
puses are close to me but 
the youngest ones are more 
dearer,” he said.

He said if  he has to 
commit his resources, ener-
gies, and affection he would 
do it much to the younger 
institutes. “And NIFT Sri-
nagar is the youngest one. 
You will have my all sup-
port and resources won’t be 
a constraint,” he added.

Anantnag gets first “My Pad My 
Right” Unit in Kashmir under NABARD

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: With an 
aim to improve menstrual 
hygiene among women 
in rural areas, NABARD 
Thursday launched the 
‘My Pad My Right’ (MPMR) 
project in Kokernag area of  
Anantnag.

This is the first such proj-
ect in Kashmir region and 
was inaugurated by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Anant-
nag, Dr Basharat Qayoom 
along with CGM NABARD 
Dr A K Sood.

The project is an initiative 
of  NABARD and its subsid-
iary NAB Foundation, and is 
being implemented through 
Women Self  Help Groups 
to provide better livelihood 
and menstrual hygiene 
to women in rural areas 
through grants-in-aid, wage 
support and equipment.

Under the project, a 
free sanitary pad making 
assembly machine, raw 
materials and wages for 
two months, packaging 
material with accessories 
and five-day training in 
three phases are provided 

to the SHG on grant basis.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, the DC highlighted 
the importance of  men-
strual hygiene and empha-
sized that awareness on 
the topic is important for 
achieving desired goals in 
public health.

He congratulated the 
SHG group using this 
opportunity to generate 
livelihood and exhorted 
other females of  the area 
to associate with the proj-
ect to augment their liveli-
hood. He appreciated the 
efforts of  NABARD for 
such a unique initiative.

CGM NABARD spoke 
about NABARD’s support to 
rural women, particularly 
SHGs, in employment gen-

eration. He discussed the 
dual objective of  the project 
viz. menstrual hygiene and 
income generation.

Along the side-lines of  
the inauguration event, the 
medical camp was also inau-
gurated under the same proj-
ect in which Dr Saima, Medi-
cal Officer, discussed several 
facets of  menstrual health. 
She urged that there is a need 
to spread awareness among 
rural women, the importance 
of  educating their young 
daughters on menstruation 
before menarche, maintain-
ing personal hygiene and use 
of  sanitary pads in place of  
traditional methods.

On the occasion, free san-
itary pads were distributed 
among the participants.

Class 8th student injured after 
assaulted by colleague in Sopore

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: A student of 8th standard of Imperial Institution 
Nathipora in Sopore was injured after being assaulted by his 
colleague on Thursday afternoon.

An official said that the student was attacked by his col-
league after appearing in class 8th exam in government high 
school at Tujjar today.

He said the student identified as Salib Ashraf received 
head injury after being hit by a sharp-edged tool by his col-
league.

"He was immediately rushed to sub-district hospital Sopore, 
where his condition is stated to be stable."

Meanwhile, police have taken cognisance of the incident 
and launched a probe in this regard—(KNO)

Budgam youth’s body recovered 
from Jhelum in Srinagar

AGENCIES

SRINAGAR: Locals and police on Thursday recovered a body 
of a youth from river Jhelum near Cement Bridge in Qamar-
wari area of Srinagar, officials said here.

An official said that the body was recovered from the 
river Jhelum today afternoon. The deceased has been identi-
fied as Hilal Ahmad Bhat, son of Nazir Ahmad Bhat of Khag 
Budgam.

His body as per the officials has been retrieved after 22 
days. He said the body has been shifted to GMC for post-
mortem and other medico-legal formalities. Meanwhile, the 
official said the body is likely of a Budgam youth who had 
drowned in Jhelum around 20 days ago.

“His family members have been called to identify the 
body,” he said—(KNO)

Drug peddler held in Srinagar: 
Police

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Police in Srinagar on 
Thursday claimed to have arrested one drug peddler & 
recovered contraband substance for his possession.

A police spokesman in a statement issued said that the 
Police party of Police Station Parimpora on Naka checking 
at Toyota Crossing ParimPora, Police party intercepted three 
wheeler load carrier bearing registration number JK01E-3108.

Upon checking the three-wheeler, the driver namely 
Abdul Hameed Ganie S/O Mohd Ramzan of Paymas Soi-
bugh Budgam, was found carrying Poppy Straw (Fuki) 03 
.800 kilograms.

In this regard, police said that a case under FIR number 
31/2023 under relevant sections of law has been registered 
in Police Station Parimpora and investigation taken up.

J&K Bank launches JIA – its AI-enabled Chatbot
Significant step will soon 
transform digital-services 
landscape of Bank: Baldev 
Prakash

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: To facilitate better 
customer-engagement, J&K 
Bank Thursday launched JIA 
(J&K Bank Intelligent Assistant) 
– an AI-enabled Chatbot that will 
improve customer-experience 
digitally by providing personal-
ized services to its clients in the 
form of  instant information and 
relevant assistance.

MD & CEO JK Bank, 
Baldev Prakash inaugu-
rated Chatbot JIA and 
its associated Whatsapp 
Banking Service in pres-
ence of  Bank’s Execu-
tive Director Sudhir 
Gupta, General Manag-
ers and other senior offi-
cers here at the Bank’s 
corporate headquarters.

Speaking on the occasion, MD 
& CEO said, “Today’s launch 
is part of  our commitment to 
improve customer-journeys and 
enhance client-experience across 
our available channels of  bank-
ing and finance. It’s a small but 

very significant first-step that will 
soon transform the digital-services 
landscape of  the Bank ensuring 
enhanced ease and safety of  our 
valuable customers.”

“JIA will instantly respond to the 
queries of  customers while remain-
ing available round the clock for our 

clients and people at large. 
Moreover, equipped with 
tools of  Natural Language 
Processing (NLP), Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) and 
Predictive Intelligence & 
Analytics, JIA will learn 
and evolve fast as it gathers 
and processes information 
to deliver increasing levels 

of  personalized services to our cus-
tomers”, he added.

Notably, powered by Cogno AI, 
Bank’s Chatbot (JIA) is available 
on the homepage of  Corporate 
Website, while as, to avail the 
Bank’s Whatsapp-based services, 
consumers just need to send ‘hi’ 

to 9906663937 – a dedicated What-
sapp Business Account Number.

Meanwhile in first phase, JIA 
will guide people visiting bank’s 
website in exploring information 
about bank’s all products ranging 
from Digital Channels, Deposits, 
Loans, Cards, Rewards, Insur-
ance and NRI services besides 
helping to locate nearby Branch-
es/ATMs of  the Bank.

JIA will also educate visitors 
about various offers issued by the 
Bank from time to time, besides 
assisting them to raise the com-
plaints/know the status of their 
disputed digital transactions, if any.


