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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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of community spread: Doctors' body
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J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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FAA Recruitment Fraud Our Loans To 
Adani Group Are 
Secure: J&K Bank
Agencies

Srinagar- Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank, which 
has an exposure of nearly 
Rs 250 crore in the Adani 
Group, on Friday said the 

bank investors 
have nothing 

to worry as 
its loans 
to the 
embattled 
business 

group are 
secured.

“Our loans to Adani 
Group are secured against 
the assets of the projects 
that were P-02

Avalanches hit 
Gurez villages
Sajid Raina

Gurez: The river Kishan-
ganga was again blocked 
while the water supply got 
affected after avalanches 
struck in three Tulail 
villages of Gurez Tehsil in 
north Kashmir's Bandi-
pora district, officials said 
here on Friday.

The multiple avalanch-
es, as per the officials, hit 
Wizirthal, Gugran and 
Neeru villages of Tulail 
in Gurez and affected the 
water supply, besides 
blocked the water flow of 
river Kishanganga.

However, there were no 
reports of any casualties 
in the avalanches, P-02

Dulloo reviews 
progress on 
GI tagging of 
agriculture products 
GMK News Network

JAMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary (ACS) Agricul-
ture Production Depart-
ment (APD), Atal Dulloo, 
Friday chaired a meeting 

of experts to review 
progress on ap-

plication of 
Geographical 
Indication (GI) 
tagging of 
agriculture 
products of 
Jammu and 

Kashmir.
The meeting 

was attended by Vice 
Chancellor SKUAST-
Kashmir, Special Secre-
tary APD, Director Sheep 
Husbandry Kashmir, Di-
rector Animal Husbandry 
Jammu/Kashmir, Direc-
tor Sheep Husbandry 
Jammu, Director Horti-
culture Jammu/Kashmir, 
Director Agriculture 
Jammu, P-02

CBI searches 37 
locations in J&K
GMK News Network

Srinagar: The CBI Friday 
conducted searches at 37 
locations in six districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir in con-

nection with alleged irregu-
larities in the recruitment 
exam of accounts assistants 
in the finance department 
held on March 6 last year, 
officials said. P-02

Nation gives 
priority to 
deprived: PM Modi
IANS

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Friday 
said that the nation gives 

top priority to those who 
have been so far deprived 
and neglected. P-02

'Joshimath in making'

‘Women at home face more risk of domestic violence’

Anti-encroachment drive 

Office of LG J&K
@OfficeOfLGJandK

CSOIs in other states and at the Centre are playing 
important role as a nursery of ideas since many years. 
I am confident CSOI in J&K will render yeoman service 
to UT with systematic and continuous improvement 
in governance through seminars & debates on civil 
administration.

TIMINGS

12:00, 03:00 PM, 06:00 PM

11:15 AM, 12:40 PM, 02:30 PM, 04:00 PM, 05:30 PM

07:00 PM

MOVIE

Pathaan (Hindi Atmos)

Pathaan (Hindi)

Gandhi Godse Ek Yudh (Hindi)

CENSOR

U/A

U/A

A

MOVIE
SCHEDULE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
04 & 05 FEBRUARY 2023

INOX CINEMA
SHIVPORA SRINAGAR

TICKETS AT
www.bookmyshow.com | www.inoxmovies.com

Paytm, Inox App
or Directly from the booking counter at the cinema.

9541613868

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha Friday said 
only influential and powerful 
people who misused their po-
sition and violated the law to 
encroach upon the State land 
would face law of the land. 

"Some people tried to spread 
misinformation that common 
man will be impacted in the 
anti-encroachment drive. I 
want to assure the people that 
Administration will safeguard 
the habitations and liveli-
hoods of common man," LG 
Sinha said while inaugurating 
Civil Services Officers Insti-
tute (CSOI) at Jammu.

The Lt Governor said some 
people tried to spread misin-
formation that common man 
will be impacted in the anti-
encroachment drive.

“I want to assure the people 
that Administration will safe-
guard the habitations and 
livelihoods of common man. 
Only influential and powerful 
people who misused their po-
sition and violated the law to 
encroach upon the State land 
would face the law of the land,” 
said the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor reiterated 

that only those people who 
have grabbed land illegally 
through unfair means are fac-
ing the eviction.

“I have personally directed 

the DCs and SSPs to closely 
monitor and ensure no in-
nocent person is affected in 
any manner during anti-en-
croachment drive,” said the 
Lt Governor.

Deputy Commissioners 

should have the knowledge of 
the activity of next day and 
media should be made aware 
about the names behind the en-
croachment of land so that the 

common man will get to know 
the truth, the Lt Governor fur-
ther said.

Speaking on the role of the 
Civil Services Officers Insti-
tute, the Lt Governor further 
observed that it will work as a 

bridge between different fields 
of Civil Administration and of-
ficers will get the opportunity 
to learn a lot from each other's 
experiences.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Lt Governor said the insti-
tute will promote welfare of of-
ficers, their families and bring 
them together to build close 
cooperation & interaction to 
reinforce our democratic val-
ues & to meet the challenges of 
nation building.

“CSOIs in other states & at 
the Centre are playing impor-
tant role as a nursery of ideas 
since many years. I am confi-
dent CSOI in J&K will render 
yeoman service to UT with 
systematic and continuous 
improvement in governance 
through seminars & debates on 
civil administration,”observed 
the Lt Governor.  

CSOI will strengthen the 
ethos of Good Governance 
and will evolve into a center 
for meaningful discussion on 
economic growth and social 
change, he added.

 The expectations of the peo-
ple have increased and I have 
full faith that we all will work 
with dedication to meet their 
expectations and tackle the 

challenges of the future, added 
the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor noted that 
in today's inter-connected 
world, new skills of public ad-
ministration and uninterrupt-
ed dialogue between common 
man and officers are required 
for smooth functioning of Civil 
Administration.

The Lt Governor said the 
success of Back to Village and 
My Town My Pride is testi-
mony to our commitment of 
people-centric governance. 
The successful conduct of the 
two Jan-Abhiyan is the best ex-
ample towards social welfare 
and inclusive development, he 
added

“I can proudly say that we 
have been able to establish the 
most transparent and active 
administrative system in Jam-
mu Kashmir. The feedback 
received on RAS proves that 
the public service delivery has 
won the trust of the common 
man,” said the Lt Governor.

Highlighting the initiatives 
of e-Governance, the Lt Gover-
nor said more than 400 servic-
es have been made online. Re-
maining should also be made 
online soon in its true sense. 
The Public Services P-02

Will safeguard habitation, 
livelihood of common man: LG 
Says only influential, powerful people will face law of the land

GMK News Network

Jammu: Chief of Defence Staff, 
General Anil Chauhan, who is 
on a visit to Jammu and Kash-
mir, held a high-level security 
review meeting on Friday and 
discussed the prevalent secu-
rity situation with top brass of 
Army and Jammu & Kashmir 
Police. Earlier on Thursday, 
CDS Chauhan visited many 
areas across Kashmir and met 
the senior officers.

On Friday, officials said, 
CDS Gen Anil Chauhan accom-
panied by Army Commander 
Northern Command, Lieuten-
ant General Upendra Dwivedi 
arrived at Jammu.

On arrival, he was welcomed 
by senior officers of Army and 
other forces as well as police 
after which he chaired a high-
level security meeting.

The meeting was attended 
by Army Commander Upendra 
Dwivedi, Director General of 
Jammu & Kashmir Police Dil-

bag Singh, Additional Director 
General of Police in Jammu 
Zone Mukesh Singh, General 
Officer in Commanding White 
Knight Corps Lieutenant Gen-
eral Sandeep Jain and General 
Officer in Commanding 26 In-

fantry Division.
Issues pertaining to the se-

curity situation of Jammu & 
Kashmir were discussed dur-
ing the meeting that primarily 
included security issues relat-
ed to hinterland.

Later in the day, officials 
said, CDS General Anil Chau-
han visited Nagrota where he 
was accompanied by Army 
Commander Northern Com-
mand Lt Gen Upendra Dwive-
di. In Nagrota, CDS General 
Chauhan held P-02

CDS Anil Chauhan chairs high-level 
security meeting in Jammu
Top Army officers, DGP Dilbag Singh attend meeting

DGP calls for zero tolerance against 
narcotics, narco-terror trade

Director General of Jammu and Kashmir police, Dilbag Singh 
on Friday reviewed the security situation in Rajouri district 
and asked police officers to maintain a zero tolerance against 

narcotics and narco-terror trade. He also asked the officers to increase 
anti-terror operations in the district to track hiding terrorists and bust 
their modules. Singh was briefing the police officers during the high-
level security review meeting held in conference hall of district police 
lines Rajouri. P-02

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta Friday 
remarked that the Sanitation 
involves simple steps to be 
achieved with determination. 
He maintained that it only 
takes a good resolve to make 
our surroundings clean.

Dr Mehta made these re-
marks during his address on 
the eve of One day Divisional 
Level Capacity Building Pro-
gram for officers of the Rural 

Development Department 
(RDD) on Management of All 
Components of Swachh Bharat 
Mission (G) for initiation of its 
2nd phase.

Commissioner Secretary, 
RDD; Divisional Commission-
er, Jammu; DCs from Jammu 
Division; Director, Rural Sani-
tation were present P-02

Sanitation is all about bringing 
change in our attitude: CS

Yogesh

Jammu: After mass migration 
from Uttrakhand’s Joshimath 
due to its feared sinking, simi-
lar tragedy almost struck the 
banks of Jammu and Kash-

mir’s Chenab River, where 21 
residential structures devel-
oped cracks in Thathri teh-
sil of Doda since December 
last year. The sudden cracks 
in residential houses set the 
alarm bells ringing across 

the district triggering panic 
among the inhabitants.

“As many as 21 structures 
have developed cracks due to 
‘sinking’ of land in Thathri 
Tehsil of Doda-Kishtwar belt 
since December P-02

Cracks in residential structures in 
Doda set alarm bells ringing

GMK News Network

JAMMU: The Jammu and 
Kashmir government, achiev-
ing yet another milestone, 
has announced a pioneering 
project envisaging total trans-
formation in the landscape 
of Medicinal and Aromatic 

Plants (MAPs) cultivation in 
the Union Territory.

With a budget of Rs 62 crore, 
this five year project aims at to 
cultivate MAPs on 5000 kanal 
of land spread across 28 clus-
ters, creating over 3000 jobs 
and 28 enterprises. The MAP 
sector is estimated P-02

J&K Govt sanctions Rs 62 
cr project for Commercial 
Cultivation of Herbal Riches GMK News Network

Srinagar: The weather 
department here on Fri-
day said that there was a 
possibility of light snow-
fall at scattered places 
of Kashmir in the next 24 
hours.

A meteorological department 
official said that mainly dry 

weather was expected thereafter 
for two weeks.

Meanwhile, he said, the 
mercury witnessed a 
slight drop at most plac-
es as sub-zero tempera-
ture was also recorded 

in Srinagar that saw a low 
of minus 0.6 against 0.4°C on 

the previous night. Today’s min-
imum temperature, P-02

MeT forecasts light 
snowfall in Kashmir 

Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar: Around 6.5 percent 
women in Srinagar started expe-
riencing domestic violence dur-
ing Covid-19 lockdown, a new 
study has revealed.

The study conducted by the 
Department of Community Medi-

cine, Government Medical Col-
lege, Srinagar has revealed that 
the effects of preventing a COV-
ID-19 health crisis have had unin-
tended consequences on domestic 
abuse (DA) victimization, Social 
distancing measures inherently 
change micro-level human inter-
actions, as they force people to 

spend more time at home.
The online study using Google 

forms was conducted by Sabira 
Aalia Dkhar, Ruqia Quansar, and 
S.M. Salim Khan of the Depart-
ment of Community Medicine, 
and the study was published in 
the International Journal of Ad-
vanced Research (IJAR). P-02

Domestic violence increases by 6.5% 
in Srinagar during Covid-19 lockdown: Study
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2

www.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com epaper.dailygoodmorningkashmir.com

SRINAGAR | Saturday, 04, February 2023 02
.............from FRONT PAGE

Will safeguard habitation, 
 Commission has created a new milestone and declared 

the result in just three hours after the verification of the 
last candidate, he added.

Chief Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta informed that 
the two CSOIs to be established in J&K.

Sh Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to the Lt Governor; 
Sh Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary; Former Chief 
Secretaries, Retd DGP, Senior officers, HODs were pres-
ent on the occasion.

CBI searches 37
CBI sleuths swooped down at the premises of middle-

men and other accused at 30 locations in Jammu on Friday 
morning, they said, adding searches are also going on in 
other areas, including Udhampur, Rajapuri and Doda.

According to a statement, issued, searches were conduct-
ed in Jammu, Doda, Reasi, Rajouri, Samba & Udhampur at 
the premises of accused and others including touts, person-
nel of J&K Forest Department, CRPF, Indian Air Force.

The examination was conducted by J&K Service Selec-
tion Boar.

The statement reads CBI registered a case on 28.11.2022 
on the request of J&K Government to investigate the alle-
gations of irregularities in written examination conducted 
by J&K Services Selection Board (JKSSB) on 06.03.2022 for 
recruitment of FAA).

“The results were declared on 21.04.2022. Earlier, the 
Govt. of J&K had constituted an Inquiry Committee to look 
into allegations of malpractices in the examination. It was 
alleged in report of the Committee that a conspiracy was 
hatched amongst officials of JKSSB; a private company 
based at Bengaluru; beneficiary candidates & others which 
caused gross irregularities in conduct of written examina-
tion,” it reads.

It reads it was further alleged that there were abnormal-
ly high percentage of selected candidates from the districts 
of Jammu, Kathua & Reasi.

“It also found the alleged violation of rules by JKSSB in 
as much as task of setting question paper was assigned to 
a private company of Bengaluru. Further investigation is 
continuing,” it reads.

Nation gives
Addressing the Krishnaguru Eknaam Akhanda Kirtan for 
World Peace, being held at Krishnaguru Sevashram at Bar-
peta in Assam via video conferencing, PM Modi said that 
the government has given priority to the deprived.

Giving examples of the state of Assam and the northeast, 
the Prime Minister observed that these regions have been 
neglected for decades when it comes to development and 
connectivity, but they are being given top priority today.

Krishnaguru Eknaam Akhanda Kirtan for World Peace 
is a month-long kirtan which has been going on since Janu-
ary 6 at Krishnaguru Sevashram.

Referring to this year's Budget, the Prime Minister un-
derlined the same priority for the deprived as the key guid-
ing sentiment.

Noting the role of tourism in the economy of the North-
east, PM Modi said that this year's budget provision of de-
veloping and upgrading 50 tourist destinations will benefit 
the region a great deal.

Our Loans To
financed by JK Bank,” JK Bank Deputy General Man-

ager Nishikant Sharma was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.Sharma said JK Bank had given a loan of Rs 
400 crore to Adani Group to finance two thermal power 
projects one in Maharashtra and one in Mudra, Gujarat.

“When we financed the two projects 10 years ago, our 
exposure was Rs 400 crore, which has now come to Rs 240 
crore to Rs 250 crore. The payments are regular and both 
the power projects are operational with power purchase 
agreements in place. The bank has the first charge on 
their sale. Not a single penny is overdue from the Adani 
account,” he added.

Dulloo reviews
Technical Officers (APD), heads of Technical Work-

ing Groups (TWGs) and other concerned in person and 
through online mode.Heads of TWGs delivered presenta-
tions highlighting progress on application of GI certifica-
tion of each among 23 tentatively identified crops.

The meeting held a threadbare discussion over various 
aspects before filing GI application of identified crops or 
products from Jammu and Kashmir.

The heads of TWGs presented the work done, so far, 
in each of the crops and shared proof of origin supported 
with historical data, uniqueness of the crop and other 
characteristics of these products.

ACS exhorted upon the TWGs to focus more on histori-
cal data and evidence in literature form so as to make 
each case waterproof to obtain GI certification of these 
crops. He called upon them to consult experts and rel-
evant departments having knowledge and evidence and 
proofs with historical background of these crops.

On the occasion, Dr Rajni Kant, GI expert from Vara-
nasi, also shared his feedback and highlighted the need 
for inheritance of the particular product and uniqueness 
of the crop product for minimal chance of rejection dur-
ing registration of GI registration certification.

Sharma said JK Bank had given a loan of Rs 400 crore 
to Adani Group to finance two thermal power projects 
one in Maharashtra and one in Mudra, Gujarat.

“When we financed the two projects 10 years ago, our 
exposure was Rs 400 crore, which has now come to Rs 240 
crore to Rs 250 crore. The payments are regular and both 
the power projects are operational with power purchase 
agreements in place. The bank has the first charge on 
their sale. Not a single penny is overdue from the Adani 
account,” he added.

Avalanches hit
 the officials said.
“We will try our best to restore the water supply as 

soon as possible in the area," the officials said, adding 
that other teams from the administration have already 
assessed the situation in these areas following these ava-
lanches.

Considering the area as prone to avalanches due to the 
mountainous terrain, the authorities had advised people 
to take necessary precautions to ensure their safety.

Notably, Gurez has so far witnessed 10 avalanches in 
the last two weeks—(KNO)

Sharma said JK Bank had given a loan of Rs 400 crore 
to Adani Group to finance two thermal power projects 
one in Maharashtra and one in Mudra, Gujarat.

“When we financed the two projects 10 years ago, our 
exposure was Rs 400 crore, which has now come to Rs 240 
crore to Rs 250 crore. The payments are regular and both 
the power projects are operational with power purchase 
agreements in place. The bank has the first charge on 
their sale. Not a single penny is overdue from the Adani 
account,” he added.

Sanitation is all about bringing
on the occasion.
Dr Mehta observed that we all have to understand its 

relevance and see our role vis-a-vis its accomplishment. 
He made out that if we are unable to do our part we would 

fail to convince others to do it as well. He maintained that 
first all of us need to set it as a goal for ourselves and be-
lieve that it can be done in time.

He exhorted upon the officers that there is no tomor-
row to defer this significant task to. He impressed upon 
them that either we have to do it now or we should vacate 
our positions voluntarily to let others to do it. He said that 
there is no question of not being able to complete the tar-
gets of this mission in the stipulated time frame.

The Chief Secretary gave out that the process of clean-
liness is one to be done in a mission mode. He stressed 
on doing the team work by understanding what, how and 
why it needs to be done. He stated that Sanitation leads to 
prosperity. He revealed that the bad sanitation costs us 
nearly 6% of our GDP. He further said  that it takes toll 
on our prosperity as it even spoils our means of livelihood 
instead makes us to spend our earnings on treatment of 
communicable diseases.

In her address the Commissioner Secretary, RDD, 
Mandeep Kaur revealed that the progress from last few 
months has been phenomenal in the UT. She made out 
that around 4400 of our villages are in the aspiring catego-
ry of becoming ODF+ villages. She set out that the model 
is lying with us and the process is underway to make 
whole of the UT as ODF+ within a year.

While highlighted the importance of capacity building 
she said that it helps us in implementation of our ambi-
tious targets in a smooth manner. She remarked that the 
trainings are going to be imparted in every Panchayat in 
order to learn to take the mission to its conclusion. She 
also advised the trainees to make best out of it and also 
give their feedback about any improvements to be made 
for future.

The Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, Ramesh Kumar 
reminded the participants about the challenges faced in 
the initiation of this mission due to the diversity of ge-
ography in the UT. He made out that the administration 
has been successful in surmounting these challenges and 
implementing the mission here. He stressed on laying fo-
cus on making our tourist places more hygienic so that it 
directly adds to our economy as well.

In his Welcome address, the Director Rural Sanitation, 
Charandeep Singh made out that nation has given top pri-
ority to sanitation of villages that actually gave birth to 
the concept of Swachh Grameen. He revealed that more 
than 140 villages have already been declared ODF+ in the 
UT. He said that this capacity building would enhance 
our ability to perform the task in an efficient manner. 
He termed the task more relevant towards bringing the 
behavioural change than creating the physical infra-
structure.He revealed that the UT has come a long way in 
meeting certain requirements. He said that we have made 
available the DPRs to create the Soak pits, Composit pits, 
Leach pits, Twin pits besides the plans for solid, liquid 
and plastic waste management in our villages.

He acknowledged the role of Chief Secretary in giving 
this mission so much priority and revealed that sufficient 
funds have been made available to us and it is now our 
turn to live up to his expectations to deliver the results 
that are amenable to the support we received from him.

During the ceremony it was revealed that after this Di-
visional level workshop the trainings are to be held at dis-
trict level to train master trainers. These Master Trainers 
would thereby impart trainings at panchayat level. It was 
given out that at least two trainers would be trained in 
each block. A pool of around 600-650 field trainers would 
be created to give trainings in all the 4280 GPs in 285 
blocks across the 20 districts of the UT, as was learnt dur-
ing this day long capacity building workshop.

Pertinent to mention here that few of the objectives of 
this programme is to undertake capacity building activi-
ties in Gram Panchayats to ensure open defecation free 
behaviours among all, to ensure solid and liquid waste 
management facilities are accessible, to encourage cost ef-
fective and appropriate technologies for ecologically safe 
and sustainable sanitation.

These also include strengthening grass root democra-
cy of Jammu and Kashmir through Capacity building & 
training and exposure visits and developing governance 
capabilities of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRls) to de-
liver on the Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs).

Cracks in residential structures in
2022. The mountainous region identified as potential 

hub for generation of hydro- electricity for the country 
and several projects and other construction activities in 
geological sensitive zones are going on,” an official said.

Officials said that administration is yet to know the 
cause of land erosion while the families have been shifted 
to safer locations.

They also said that a team from the Geological Survey 
of India (GSI) has been rushed to the spot.

District Magistrate Doda, Vishesh Mahajan confirmed 
that cracks appeared in some structures and people have 
been evacuated to safer locations.

“Yes, cracks have appeared in some structures,” 
Visheshpal Mahajan, District Magistrate Doda said.

He said, "We have shifted families to the temporarily 
established relief camps and the GSI team is also pressed 
in service to ascertain the cause of the sinking of land.”

Director, Geology and Mining, J&K, O P Bhagat said 
district administration has approached them following 
which a team is being constituted to visit the spot.

Meanwhile, Member, District Development Council 
(DDC), territorial constituency Thathri, Sandeep Manhas, 
“I have visited the spot and found cracks have appeared in 
nearly 19 houses, mosque and madarssa.”

“The land is sinking but confirmed reasons are not yet 
known,” said Manhas. “The residents are in panic and 
have vacated their house. The administration has been 
already informed and they are looking into the matter.”

According to officials, the cracks appeared in December 
last in a house and gradually aggravated.

Earlier, mass migrations was reported from Uttra-
khand’s Joshimath town which sank by about 9 cm be-
tween April and November 2022 and from December 27, 
2022, to January 8, 2023, it further sank, by about 5.4 cm.

The experts blamed uncontrolled construction in eco-
sensitive zones as the main reason for the destruction—
(KNO)

CDS Anil Chauhan chairs high-
level

a high-level security review meeting with senior offi-
cers of Army and GoCs of different divisions.

In the meeting, CDS was briefed by GOC White Knight 
Corps Lt Gen Sandeep Jain on the prevalent security situ-
ation and operational aspects of the areas that fall under 
White Knight Corps.

Issues pertaining to both LoC and hinterland were dis-
cussed.Reviewing situation during this meeting, officials 
said, CDS Gen Anil Chauhan appreciated the professional 
competence of all personnel in successfully overcoming 
the challenges—(KNO)

DGP calls for zero tolerance 
against

The Director General of Police, J&K, Dilbag Singh was visiting border 

District Rajouri on Friday morning where he chaired a high level meet-
ing and reviewed the security scenario of the district.

He was accompanied by the Special DG CID, R R Swain and ADGP 
Jammu Zone, Mukesh Singh.

The review meeting besides the accompanying officers was attend-
ed by DIG Rajouri Poonch Range Dr. Mohammed Haseeb Mughal, SSP 
Rajouri Mohammad Aslam, CO IRP 2nd Battalion Randeep Kumar, CO 
72 Battalion CRPF Ram Meena, Additional SP Rajouri Vivek Shekhar 
Sharma, Additional SP Nowshera Rafi Giri and other gazetted officers 
of the district alongwith offices from the intelligence agencies.

The DGP congratulated the Rajouri Police for busting a module of 
LeT by arresting three of its members.

He said that Pakistan through its sponsored elements is targeting 
innocent people to harm the brotherhood and communal harmony of 
the UT.

He directed for alertness on borders as also in hinterland to foil evil 
intentions of Pakistan and its agencies.

He emphasized upon the officers to put in stern efforts for track-
ing down the elements involved in Dhangri case ensuring justice to the 
victims and also directed for dealing the case more seriously by taking 
into account every bit of evidence.

DGP stressed for utilizing the VDGs more efficiently adding that 
their training and weapon handling should be inspected by jurisdic-
tional SHOs.

Directing for stringent action against terrorists and the terror eco-
system, the DGP said that the safety of the public has been and will 
continue to be the top priority of J&K Police.

“We have to be more cautious and alert to avoid any harm to the 
public order," he added.

The DGP directed for increasing anti-terror operations to track 
down the hiding terrorists & their modules.

He stressed for identifying hidden OGWs and accomplices providing 
any sort of support to terror activities and directed for stringent action 
against each and every individual involved in anti national activities.

He directed for strengthening the security grids by activating Naka 
checking points on different routes to track the movements of terror-
ists and their supporters.

He also stressed for devising and executing a proper area domina-
tion plan.

Singh said that Pakistan after witnessing massive dent on its spon-
sored terrorism in J&K is now supplying drugs to target the younger 
generation of Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that like terrorism there must be zero tolerance for narcotics 
and narco-terror trade adding that both are equally dangerous for the 
people.DGP once again directed for taking serious note of any kind of 
misconduct with the general public brought into their notice by any 
means.“He has directed the officers to sensitize and advise their subor-
dinate officers/officials to be fair in their conduct, adding that any act 
of misconduct must be taken with utmost seriousness.

The officers present in the meeting apprised the DGP regarding the 
progress of investigation in the Dhangri terror incident. He was also 
briefed regarding the measures being put in place to ensure peace in 
the area as well as vigilance.

J&K Govt sanctions Rs 62
to contribute about Rs 75 crore every year after 5 years 

which is expected to rise to over Rs 783 crore by the year 
2037.

This ambitious project marks a significant transition 
from traditional, wild extraction based practices to a 
more sustainable, modern approach to MAP cultivation, 
conservation and entrepreneurship. The mission of this 
project is to achieve commercial production of MAPs out-
side the forests, promote organic farming, develop local 
and international markets besides boosting advance sci-
entific knowledge through insightful research.

The initiative also aims to promote cultivation and 
conservation of MAPs, promote organic farming and 
standardization, provide special facilities for primary 
processing, preserve intellectual property rights, educate 
cultivators on the best practices and undertake research 
to develop new herbal formulations and drugs.

“There are a number of MAPs that are unique to our 
agro-climate and offer immense potential for employment 
and exports. The demand for herbal drugs and cosmetics 
is growing both domestically and internationally while 
MAPs extracted from forests put pressure on biodiver-
sity besides pushing many plant species on the verge of 
extinction” said Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary 
APD. “J&K has 129 hectare of cultivatable wasteland, of 
which, only 2 per cent shall be used for MAP cultivation. 
Additionally, farmers who adopt MAP cultivation can ex-
pect to see a 30-40 per cent increase in their agricultural 
income”, he added.

“Promotion of commercial cultivation of medicinal and 
aromatic plants” is one among the 29 projects, which were 
approved by the Jammu and Kashmir administration af-
ter being recommended by the UT Level Apex Committee 
for holistic development of Agriculture and allied sec-
tors in J&K. The prestigious committee is being headed 
by Dr Mangala Rai, Former DG ICAR and has other lu-
minaries in the field of Agriculture, Planning, Statistics 
& Administration like Ashok Dalwai, CEO NRAA, Dr. P. 
K Joshi, Secretary, NAAS, Dr. Prabhat Kumar, Horticul-
ture Commissioner MOA & FW, Dr. H. S Gupta, Former 
Director, IARI, Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary, 
APD besides the Vice Chancellors of twin Agriculture 
Universities of the UT.Upon identification of potential 
areas for MAP cultivation, the project shall undertake es-
tablishment of MAP germ plasm banks. Harvesting and 
post-harvest management will be facilitated through the 
formation of farmer cluster groups and the creation of 
common facilitation centers (CFCs) for primary process-
ing. The branding and marketing aspect of the project 
will involve product diversification, certification of pro-
duce besides branding, labeling and packaging. Besides, 
Capacity building and training will be provided in good 
agricultural and harvesting practices, primary process-
ing and marketing as well.

Under the research and development component of the 
project, there shall be establishment of a "Centre of Ex-
cellence on Herbal Technology" for focused research and 
development on bio-prospecting, crop improvement, or-
ganic farming and more.

The MAP sector involves a wide range of stakeholders 
including industry, entrepreneurs, farmers, collectors 
and traditional healers. To implement the interventions, 
the project will prioritize species-specific zones, form 
farmer cluster groups, establish model nurseries and 
demonstration units, provide capacity building programs 
and link farmer groups with industries for product devel-
opment and digital marketing.

Lastly, this project represents a major step forward to-
wards promotion of medicinal and aromatic plant sector 
in Jammu and Kashmir besides offering tremendous po-
tential for employment, income generation and sustain-
able development. With a focus on cultivation, conserva-
tion and entrepreneurship, this project promises to bring 
the MAP sector into the 21st century and secure its place 
as a key player in the national and international markets 
for herbal drugs and cosmetics.

MeT forecasts light
he said, was above normal by 0.1°C for the summer capi-

tal.
Qazigund, he said, recorded a low of minus 2.6°C against 

2.0°C on the previous night and it was 0.5°C above normal 
for the gateway town of Kashmir.

Pahalgam, he said, recorded a low of minus 1.5°C 

against minus 2.9°C on the previous night and it was 4.6°C 
above normal for the famous tourist resort in south Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district.

Kokernag recorded a low of minus 2.7°C against minus 
1.9°C on the previous night and it was 0.3°C below normal 
for the place, the officials said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 7.0°C against minus 
7.6°C on the previous night and it was 0.6°C above normal 
for the world-famous skiing resort in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, he said.

In Kupwara town, he said, the mercury settled at minus 
0.8°C against minus 2.3°C on the previous night and it was 
1.5°C above normal for the north Kashmir area.

Jammu recorded a low of 7.2°C against 7.5°C °C on the 
previous night. It was 1.2°C below normal for J&K’s win-
ter capital, he said.

Banihal, he said, recorded a low of 2.0°C (above normal 
by 1.2°C), Batote 4.2°C (above normal by 2.1°C), Katra 7.8°C 
(0.8°C above normal) and Bhadarwah minus 1.8°C (1.2°C 
below normal).

Ladakh’s Leh and Kargil recorded a low of minus 11.0°C 
and minus 15.1°C respectively, the official said.  (GNS)

Domestic violence increases by 
6.5% 

The members of the survey said that there is need to 
implement strict laws and policies to counter this and 
help the victim rather than criminalizing the victim 
and to reduce the frequency of the issue, it is central to 
acknowledge the extent of gender-based violence, create 
awareness and upkeep networks to make it easier for the 
victims to access them.

The study was done to assess the increase in domestic 
violence experienced by women especially during Cov-
id-19. A total of 92 women participated in the survey, they 
said.

About 63.1% participants belonged to the age group of 
30 years, 33.7% belonged to the age group of 31-40 years 
and only 3.2% belonged to the age group of >40 years and 
the importance of age in experiencing domestic violence 
is decreasing as in recent times; the prevalence of domes-
tic violence has been seen across all age groups - children, 
adolescents and even elderly, they said.

The reason can be attributed to the fact that the per-
petuator vents the anger on anyone and without any 
hesitation as any age group is vulnerable especially when 
confided at home during lockdown, said a doctor part of 
the study.

Approximately 65.2% participants were postgraduates. 
17.4% were graduates, 13.1% had studied till 12th stan-
dard and only 4.3% were those who had studied up to 10" 
standard. The education level of a woman determines the 
extent of domestic violence one experiences as literate 
women are aware of their rights and may at times revolt 
back whereas the women who are illiterate or less edu-
cated don't have this advantage,  he said.

"Almost 91.3% women were housewives and only 8, 7% 
women were working. The women at home are at more 
risk of domestic violence as they are confined to their 
homes and the time of interaction with the abuser is 
more. The women who are not working have more stress 
at home during lockdown because there are restrictions 
for moving out and it causes more conflict and more 
chances of domestic violence," he said.

"About 54:3% women were unmarried and 45.7% 
women were married. The women folk at home are at 
risk of violence irrespective of marital status. Some 
young girls are even abused as the family members are 
more in favour of a male child and thus risking them at 
the hands of their family members as they are cursed 
and at times beaten up. There are always chances of 
more gender-based violence which can be seen across 
the age spectrum. The women are considered a weaker 
gender and thus male gender tried to dominate and thus 
making women more prone to violence at the hands of 
their own family members or relatives. (7) Women are 
vulnerable irrespective of their class. Socio-economic 
status and age. Approximately 17.4% women reported 
to have experienced domestic violence at any point of 
their lifetime and 82.6% women nullified the reports 
of experiencing it. Women are abused since history as 
they are always considered a weaker gender with no 
voice of their own. The abuser usually abuses as they 
try to vent their frustration on their women at home," 
he added.

"About 10.9% women reported to have experienced 
domestic violence every time and 6.5% women re-
ported to have experienced violence especially during 
Covid-19 times," he said."The Covid 19 times have led 
to lockdowns and restrictions all across the globe. The 
lockdowns have placed more chances of staying at the 
home of the abuser and thus increasing the interac-
tion, conflicts and this more abuse. Lockdowns have 
led to clustering of family members in homes, more 
work load and more stress on the women folk of the 
families. The lockdowns have led to economic insta-
bility, economic insecurities and loss of jobs which 
have led to frustration and anger issues and thus more 
abuse. The loss of income also has led to more stress 
and thus conflicts and more abuse," he said.

"About 17.4% of women (all of those who experienced 
violence) confided to their family or friends about 
their condition on the pretext of feeling better and thus 
relieving them of their pain. Many women resorted to 
talking about it to take validation that they are not at 
any fault of getting beaten up or to take validation that 
this is normal. The women usually think that they ex-
perience violence because they are at fault or they are 
supposed to be silent and they are weak and don't have 
to raise a voice. Almost 6.5% women who experienced 
violence looked for help to save themselves from this 
abuse and exactly 6.5% of women even received help, 
especially from their family or close friends. 10.9% 
women never asked for help as they consider that this 
is their fate and this is normal. The society will blame 
their women for their abuse and thus the image will 
be ruined. These women usually propagate male su-
premacy in families and thus indirectly increase the 
opportunities for the abusers to feel superior or right," 
he said. “Almost 17.4% of women reported that they 
are worried about their future and they may have 
to continue to face the abuse.”He said: "When asked 
about various reasons for not leaving their abusers 
or moving to a safer place, children at home was the 
common reason. Women usually have self-blame, con-
fusion, hopelessness, guilt and shame on being abused 
and still they want to be with their abuser to save the 
child from being deprived of the family love and care 
Women usually consider themselves to be weak and 
always at fault for being abused. Society also has made 
an illusion of male supremacy leading to propagation 
of false sense of dependence on men. If a woman leaves 
the abuser, society norms will always find faults with 
the women only rather than supporting them.”

He said that the domestic violence at any level and in 
any form can't be justified and Covid-19 pandemic has 
led to another hidden pandemic—domestic violence—
(KNO)
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 

Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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TRANSFORMING J&K

SED goes hi-tech

Anti-encroachment Drive

 Launches App, portal for online 
attendance of employees

Kumar reviews 
Infrastructural Projects 
approved under ECRP

Families hail admin 
for escorting bodies to 
snowbound Karnah, 
Tanghdar villages

BHAT IMRAN

Srinagar: The School Edu-
cation Department (SED)
Friday rolled-out a trial 
run of two applications in 
order to get the real time 
attendance of the employees 
of School Education Depart-
ment with respect to their 
exact location and to get the 
students feedback for their 
teachers and School.

On these applications, 
the teachers are supposed 
to mark their attendance 
on an Android app that will 
run on a trial basis for now.

Director of School Edu-
cation Kashmir in a offi-
cial communiqué to Chief 
Education Officers (CEOs) 
said that there shall be trial 
run of JK Attendance—
the application for online 
attendance of teachers and 
SAMIKSHA Portal, App 
developed for getting feed-
back of Students for their 
Teachers and Schools.

“In this context, it is 
submitted that the Direc-

torate of Samagra Shiksha 
under the aegis of School 
Education Department, 
has developed two Apps 
and portals. One of applica-

tions—JK Attendance App 
for online attendance of 
Employees of School Edu-
cation department, to get 
real time attendance with 
respect to their exact loca-
tion with time, enabled by 
Geo tagging, besides face 

recognition,” DSEK said.
Another  portal—

SAMIKSHA is for getting 
feedback from students for 
their teachers and School.

“Before the formal 
Launching of these APPs 
and portals, trial run 
needs to be done, to fix any 
glitches or errors in the 
Apps or the portals, so that 
the same may be rectified 
well in advance and ensure 

proper monitoring in the 
Educational System across 
the UT of JK,” it reads.

DSEK has accordingly 
requested for full coopera-

tion from School Heads and 
Zonal Education Officers 
during the trial run of 
these Apps and portals, so 
that the same may be rep-
licated in all the Schools 
of the UT, in the coming 
days—(KNO)

JAHANGEER GANAIE

Srinagar: The shopkeep-
ers in Nagbal area of South 
Kashmir's Shopian district 
on Friday observed a shut-
down after they were asked 
to vacate their shops alleg-
edly built on state land.

The shopkeepers said 
that there are around 400 
shops in Nagbal market and 
as per almost all are on gov-
ernment land and they have 
been asked to vacate these 
shops within days.

They said vacating shops 
will lead to worklessness 
and a meager proportion of 
the population earning their 
livelihood will also become 
unemployed where the 
majority of educated youth 
are already unemployed.

Shopian has already 
faced problem as they suf-

fered huge losses due to low 
demand of apple and if now 
shops, the only source of 
income, will be snatched, 
then there will be no option 
other than suicide before 
us, said one shopkeeper.

He said that Kashmir 
is already challenged by 
unemployment and if the 
livelihood of more people 
will be snatched, "it will put 
Kashmir in more darkness."

Shopkeepers said that 
the government, especially 
LG Manoj Sinha, must look 
into it on humanitarian 
ground and revoke eviction 
orders immediately.

Government must take 
action against only those 
persons who have misused 
their power and grabbed 
land while poor people must 
be exempted as they must be 
allowed to earn their liveli-

hood whether from shops or 
from agriculture/horticul-
ture land, they said

Notably, shopkeepers 

in Keller town of Shopian 
also requested the admin-
istration to revoke eviction 
orders—(KNO)

Shopian's Naqbal shuts as 
shopkeepers asked to vacate shops

JAHANGIR SOFI

Srinagar: The shopkeepers 
at the historic Polo View 
Market – named as ‘High 
Street’ under the Srinagar 
Smart City Project – say 
their business has dropped 
by 50 percent since the work 
began last year. The project 
was supposed to be complet-
ed by November 2022 but 
the work is nowhere near 
completion.

Haji Mohammad Ismail, 
president of the Polo View 
Market Association, said 
that since the start of the 
project, the shopkeepers 
have been facing tough 
times.

“As this market has a 
global identity and is a 
favorite shopping zone 
for visitors, the removal 
of the parking zone and 
its absence has adversely 
affected the footfall with 
hardly any visitor coming 
here now,” he said. “The 
ongoing project has cost us 

the business as we are wit-
nessing a drop of 50 percent 
in sales.”

Haji, however, said that 
keeping in view the sketch 
of the revamped Polo View 
shown to them, the market 
will look more beautiful in 
the future. “But we only 
see the authorities missing 
deadlines for completion,” 
he said. “We hope the proj-
ect is completed very soon.”

The authorities of Sri-
nagar Smart City last year 
said they expected the com-
pletion of the project by the 
end of November 2022.

Another shopkeeper said 
despite spending significant 
money on the project, the 
execution process has been 
“very poor”. “The work is 
going on at a snail’s pace,” 
he said.

The president of the 
market said, “We want its 
completion at the earliest as 
the authorities have told us 
that the work on the proj-
ect will be completed by the 

end of this month. The delay 
has taken a huge toll on our 
earnings and we cannot 
continue to bear further 

losses.”
The market used to have 

a Sumo stand behind it at 
the south end of the street 
on the Polo Ground side on 
more than two kanals of 
land which now has been 
converted into a motorable 
road.

Last year in February, 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha laid the foundation 
stone of the ‘Polo View 
Market Development & 

Upgradation Project’ under 
the Srinagar Smart City.

As per the officials 
familiar with the project, 
the makeover of Polo View 
Street involves Pedestri-
anisation, Utility Under-
grounding, development of 
public amenities, aesthetic 
improvement, etc—(KNO)

Polo View shopkeepers say prolonged 
revamp of market badly affecting business

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Secretary 
Health & Medical Educa-
tion (H&ME), Bhupinder 
Kumar, Friday chaired 
a meeting to review the 
status of implementa-
tion of Projects approved 
under Emergency Covid 
Response Package 
(ECRP-II).

A detailed presenta-
tion was made by Ayushi 
Sudhan, Mission Direc-
tor, NHM, J&K, delineat-
ing progress on establish-
ment of infrastructural 
projects which included 
Maternal ICUs, Hybrid 
Paediatric ICUs, Oxygen 
supported Paediatric 
wards and 6 Bedded/20 
Prefab structures 
approved under Emer-
gency COVID Response 
Package (ECRP-II) for the 
UT of Jammu & Kashmir 
by the Union Ministry of 
Health & Family Welfare.

It was informed that 
a total of 75 state of art 
facilities are being estab-
lished across the UT 
including 27 Maternal 
ICUs (245 Beds), 21 Pae-
diatric Hybrid ICU (221 
Beds), 14 Oxygen sup-
ported Paediatric Wards 
(346 Beds) besides 13 
six-bedded and twenty-
bedded Prefab struc-
tures (148 Beds) are being 
established at a cost of 
Rs. 102.06 crore. Out of 
which, 52 facilities (581 
Beds) have been complet-
ed; and 19 facilities (301 
Beds) are in progress and 
work of remaining four 
facilities (78 Beds) will be 
initiated soon.

Secretary impressed 
upon the need for “esprit 

de corps” among the stake 
holders as it is pivotal for 
completion of these Proj-
ects. Secretary directed 
for conduct of Physical 
Audit of all the facilities 
developed under ECRP-II 
through joint inspections 
to remove all the bottle-
necks at an earliest for 
timely completion of all 
the projects.

Bhupinder empha-
sized that the infrastruc-
tural facilities developed 
under ECRP-II shall 
act as a big leap for the 
healthcare department as 
by addition of these facili-
ties the department will 
be able to extend Criti-
cal Care services to the 
remotest areas across the 
UT of J&K.

Further, directions 
were issued to all the 
Head of Departments 
to ensure compliance 
to norms such as AERB 
certifications, PNDT reg-
istrations and requisite 
formalities be completed 
at the earliest for dedicat-
ing these health care ser-
vices to the public.

The meeting was also 
attended by the Princi-
pals Government Medi-
cal Colleges, Srinagar, 
Jammu, Rajouri, Doda, 
Baramulla and Anant-
nag, Director Finance, 
H&ME, Joint Director 
Planning, H&ME, Direc-
tor Health Services 
Kashmir, CMOs of both 
the divisions and Medi-
cal Superintendents of 
GMCs/DHs and other 
senior officers of H&ME, 
National Health Mission 
and representatives from 
the HLL Life Care Lim-
ited.

WARIS FAYAZ

Kupwara: The families 
and locals of Karnah and 
Tanghdar villages of Kup-
wara in this north Kash-
mir’s frontier district 
have hailed the district 
administration, police, 
army and beacon offi-
cials for ensuring the safe 
passage of the bodies of 
two elderly persons from 
their areas that were kept 
in the District Hospital 
Kupwara for the last few 
days.

The bodies of two 
elderly persons – Haji 
Qalandar Mir (65), son of 
Abdul Gaffar Mir, resi-
dent of Dildar Karnah 
and Alamdin Khattana 
(60), son of Abdulla Khat-
tana, resident of Dragad 
Tangdhar – were kept in 
the mortuary of the Dis-
trict Hospital Handwara 
for the last few days due 
to road blockade. The 
families had sought assis-
tance from the district 
administration to ferry 
back the bodies to their 
respective native places 
for last rites.

Braving the chilling 
weather conditions, the 
administration facili-
tated the smooth passage 
of the mortal remains to 
the respective areas by 
escorting the men and 
machinery on the snow-
covered Kupwara-Kar-

nah road.
The administration 

termed the overall pro-
cess a challenging one, 
saying it was not easy 
to facilitate the passage 
of mortal remains amid 
more than 4 feet of snow-
fall to the higher reaches 
of Kupwara.

An official said hat 
the bodies of two persons 
were dispatched during 
afternoon hours towards 
their native places, after 
remaining at district hos-
pital Handwara's mortu-
ary as the roads were 
blocked after the recent 
snowfall. The bodies 
reached at around Thurs-
day 11 pm.

He said the bodies 
were escorted by the 
teams of the district 
administration includ-
ing the sub-divisional 
magistrates of Tanghdar 
and Karnah, police, army 
and beacon, besides other 
volunteers who ensured 
safe passage.

"The whole operation 
was full of challenges as 
there was a heavy down-
pour of about 4-5 ft snow-
fall,” SDM Karnah said, 
“Since this was the sea-
son’s heavy snowfall and 
there remains an ava-
lanche threat, that's why 
it took days for them to 
facilitate bodies to their 
respective places.”—
(KNO)

Syed family bereaved
Ganderbal: Eminent Islamic scholar, Ghulam Nabi 
Shah passed away following a prolonged illness in a 
hospital here Friday morning. 

The deceased was the uncle of Syed Jamaat Ali 
Shaheen, a former bureaucrat and a leading figure 
of the area and father of the famous Pahari  writer 
and poet Syed Anwar Shaheen.

 The last rites of the deceased were performed on 
Friday at his ancestral mausoleum, Dervish Mohalla 
WaliWar, where he was laid to rest with tears in 
his eyes. Many social and literary organizations 
expressed their condolences with Syed Jamaat Ali 
Shaheen and Syed Anwar Shaheen on the death of 
the deceased. Maqsood Ahmed, Producer Pahari 
programme of All India Radio Srinagar, Dr. Farooq 
Anwar Mirza, Head of Pahari Section  Cultural Acad-
emy,  Editor-cum-Cultural Officer Mohammad Ayub 
Mir, Assistant Editor Abdul Wahid Minhas, Patron of 
Voice of Hills Abdul Rauf Qureshi and many others 
have expressed their condolences to the bereaved in 
this hour of grief. They have prayed for the bereaved 
family to bear this loss.

IANS

New Delhi: The BJP on 
Friday slammed the Aam 
Adami party and Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal for questioning 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate's supplementary 
chargesheet filed in con-
nection with the excise 
policy case.

Addressing a press 
conference here, BJP 
leader and Union min-

ister Meenakshi Lekhi 
said, "Anyone trying to 
question the ED is trying 
to question the apex 
court. The judiciary has 
upheld that ED's job is 
to mitigate corruption 
in the country. The way 
the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) is questioning the 
ED, it is becoming clear 
that Arvind Kejriwal is 
with those who indulge 
in corruption. Kejriwal 
does not want corruption 
to end in this country."

She also alleged that 
the ED chargesheet 
makes it clear that "AAP 
has an alliance with 
unregulated businesses".

"The ED has proved 
through its investigation 
that AAP was indulging 
in corruption under the 
guise of liquor policy. 
Along with this, the 
agency also revealed that 
Kejriwal and his deputy 
Manish Sisodia were also 
involved in this," Lekhi 

said.
The court on Thursday 

took cognisance of the 
supplementary charge 
sheet filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
against five individuals 
and seven companies in 
connection with alleged 
irregularities in Delhi 
excise policy, which was 
withdrawn last year by 
the AAP government 
after a CBI probe was 
recommended into the 
matter.

BJP slams AAP for 
questioning ED over 
excise policy case

WARIS FAYAZ

Baramulla: Amid the 
ongoing anti-encroach-
ment drive, the Traders 
Federation Baramulla in 
here has appealed to the 
government to exempt 
them from the drive, 
saying that the action 
against them would 
certainly affect their 

livelihood. Addressing 
a press conference here 
in Baramulla, Traders 
Federation's General 
Secretary, Tariq Ahmed 
Mugloo said that they 
are ready to pay the rent 
and nominal charges 
for the shops and com-
plexes. He said that the 
government should con-
sider its decision as the 
demolition drive would 
directly affect their live-
lihood.

Tariq said that they 
have completed all the 
formalities at a time 

when the shops and 
complexes were raised, 
but it is unfortunate 
that despite the passage 
of four decades, they are 
being asked to vacate as 
the land where the struc-
tures have come up is 
‘state land’.

While pinning hope 
on the Lieutenant Gover-
nor led Administration 

in J&K, the traders said 
that they are expecting 
a favourable decision 
from the administration 
as the issue pertains 
to the livelihood of 400 
families.

The appeal from 
the traders comes at a 
time when the govern-
ment has started anti-
encroachment drive 
and has made clear that 
the poor will be excluded 
and the administration 
will ensure that the live-
lihood of people will not 
get affected—(KNO)

Traders Federation B'la 
seeks Govt intervention

Huge cache of arms, 
ammo recovered in 
Kulgam, 6 arrested

UMAISAR GULL GANIE

Kulgam: Security forces on Friday recovered huge 
cache of arms, ammunition and other material and 
also arrested six persons in south Kashmir's Kulgam 
district. Official sources said a search operation was 
launched in Mirhama village during which huge 
cache of arms and ammunition including six maga-
zines, four grenades, pistol was recovered.

They said six persons were also arrested in this 
regards—(KNO)

BSF shoots down Pak 
drone carrying contraband 
in Amritsar

AGENCIES

Punjab: Contraband substances were recovered after 
Border Security Forces shot down a drone last night 
in Amritsar sector of Punjab, officials said on Friday.

"BSF troops shot down a Pak drone last night 
which had intruded in the area of responsibility 
of BOP Rear Kakkar in Punjab's Amritsar Sector," 
a BSF official said. The drone has been recovered 
between border fence and zero line.

"A packet of contraband recovered with the drone. 
Search underway," the official said.

IANS

New Delhi: The Election 
Commission (EC) is gear-
ing up for the nine Assem-
bly Elections this year and 
the Lok Sabha polls early 
next year with the aim of 
pushing the voter percent-
ages through innovative 
communication strategies.

As one of the initiatives, 
the EC, in collaboration 
with Subhash Ghai Founda-
tion, produced a song - 'Main 
Bharat Hoon, Hum Bharat 
ke Matdata Hain', featuring 
celebrities from different 
walks of life, appealing to 
the people to cast their vote.

The song, which was 
screened in the presence of 

President Droupadi Murmu 
on the 13th National Voters 
Day -- January 25, is already 
beginning to gain traction 
on social media through 
celebrities and influencers.

Officials said that within 
a week since its launch, the 
Hindi and the multilingual 
format of the song had 
already got over 3.5 lakh 
views and 5.6 lakh impres-
sions on four major social 
media platforms -- Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter 
and YouTube.

The song is one of such 
initiatives of EC's 'System-
atic Voter's Education and 
Electoral Participation' 
programme, which is the 
flagship voter education 

programme focused on 
inclusion strategies and 
action plans for enhancing 
participation from all cat-
egories of voters under EC's 
motto of 'No Voter to be Left 
Behind'.

The song is aimed not 
only at educating the voters 
regarding their rights and 
responsibility towards 
strengthening democracy, 
but also at enthusing them 
for greater participation in 
the electoral process.

As per EC officials, the 
song was finalised after a 
number of interactions of 
the team led by Subhash 
Ghai with the Election 
Commission led by Rajiv 
Kumar, Chief Election Com-

missioner.
The Chief Election Com-

missioner said: "The song is 
dedicated to each voter who 
takes cognisance of their 
national duty and casts 
vote, beating all odds."

The motivating lyrics 
of the song are written 
and composed by the film-
maker, Subhash Ghai, in 
association with Whistling 
Woods International School 
of Music, Mumbai and it is 
sung in Hindi and 12 region-
al languages including 
Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati, 
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu, 
Kannada, Malayalam, Assa-
mese, Odia, Kashmiri, San-
tali covering the maximum 
geographical area.

EC's song 'Main Bharat Hoon' 
to nudge voters for upcoming polls
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com

Printer, Publisher, Owner, 
Editor in Chief:

Javed Ashraf Shah

Associate Editor: 
Mir Suhail

Bureau Chief Jammu: 
Harbans Nagokay

Manager: 
Kirmani Aafaq

R.N.I No: JKENG/2010/36998
Regd No: 109555

Office  No: 0194-3593724

Email: 

goodmorningkashmir@gmail.com

Office Address: 

B-11,Budshah Flats, Jehangir 
Chowk, Srinagar- 190001

Printed at:
Khidmat Offset Printing Press, The 

Bund, Srinagar

Published From: 
Main Bus Stand,  Near Masjid Rehmat 

Lal Bazar, Srinagar - 190023

Layout Designer
Waseem Dar

U
ltimately the Government 
has taken a big decision 
to retrieve the state land 
from the hands of power-
ful people. For many years, 

the elite classes have cheated on the 
common people by grabbing the state 
land in their name. Politicians and 
bureaucrats have enjoyed the benefits 
of the land which belongs to the citizens 
of Jammu and Kashmir. The successive 
Governments have taken no action in 
the past due to their power and posi-
tion. It is good news that the authorities 
have taken steps to demolish the illegal 
constructions and hand over the public 
land. The big crocodiles have fallen 
into the trap of the concerned depart-
ment and have to pay for their fraud. 
For many days, the state encroachment 
drive continues in many parts of the 
valley which clearly depicts that there 
will be no mercy on the state land grab-
bers. JCB machines are being run on 
these illegal buildings and even demoli-
tion of illegal houses. Powerful people 
are raising their voices to attack this 
drive and misguide the citizens but 
the JCBs will not stop until justice pre-
vails. Authorities have been very clear 
in saying that the land belongs to the 
people and it must be utilized for their 
benefit and wellbeing. Chief Secretary, 
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta on Thursday 
also remarked that the encroached State 
land is being retrieved from the big 
vested interests only with the purpose 
of reverting it back for public use. The 
Chief Secretary further pointed out that 
such measures should be supported by 
the public as the retrieved land shall 
be used for public utility such as hospi-
tals, schools, play grounds, bus stands, 
Industries, parking spaces etc. It shall 
accelerate all round development in 
J&K. Even the Chief Secretary directed 
the Deputy Commissioners to safeguard 
the habitations and livelihoods of poor 
and downtrodden. Moreover, the future 
is to build Public parks, hospitals, and 
educational institutions on the state 
land which is a right of its citizens. 
This will help Jammu and Kashmir to 
be competitive and develop union terri-
tory. Moreover, the aim of this drive is 
to provide relief to poor people who are 
lacking facilities. The General public is 
happy with the decision as long as the 
land of poor people is not snatched. The 
land looters shouldn't be spared by the 
Government at all. This land belongs 
collectively to the masses and retrieved 
land should be used for the benefit of all 
of them.
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RAYEES AHMAD KUMAR

P
arvez Sheetal is a dynamic and well-
known litterateur of English, Urdu, 
and Hindi languages. His writings 
most often appear in leading local 
and national dailies, and magazines 

and are also broadcasted from All India Radio. 
"Silent Roselings" is a poetry collection of Parvez 
Sheetal published by Authors Tree Publishing 
Chattisgarh. This poetry collection is spread 
over 159 pages. Its cover page is eye-catching 
and beautifully designed. 

This book contains 98 poems of varied 
themes and titles depicting the pain, agony, 
and ill-health of society. Parvez Sheetal has 
dedicated this nice compilation to his grand-
parents Qureshi Khatoon and Irfan Khan, his 
parents Noorjahan Begum and Luqman Khan, 
his spouse Neelofer and his own children 
Winny, Ahan, and Shahan. Parvez Sheetal has 
expressed his gratitude to Tausif, Ibrar Khan, 
and Imran Khan for helping him in compiling 
this book and in overcoming the predicament 
of the passing away of his father and son in its 
acknowledgment note on page VII. About this 

book, Dr. Satyapal Anan says "this slim book 
has fewer than a hundred poems but their sum 
and substance qualify them to be counted quali-
tatively" on page IX. 

According to Dr. Ali Imran Khan, Silent 
Roselings is the first poetic venture of Parvez 
Sheetal and is an interesting piece of poetic 
expression of the world in which he dwells and 
gains the experience of life amidst so many odds 
and contradictions. While going through the 
book Silent Roselings of Parvez Sheetal I am 
convinced that he has done his duties as a poet. 
These are the words of Prof Subash Chandra 
appearing on page xxi. Dr. Rajesh Kumar says 
" Parvez Sheetal bears the courage for positive 
change through his verses". In it's foreword on 
page xxx Parvez Sheetal writes "when there is 
crowd of people and nobody has any time to talk 
a little and we feel extremely alone. 

In such a painful situation we need to talk 
either to god or to ourselves. The language we 
use to convey our feelings is called poetry". In its 
first poem "Silent Roselings" on page 2, Parvez 
Sheetal beautifully highlighted the social evil 
of female foeticide. How our girl children are 
killed in the womb of their mothers recklessly 
by modern-day humans even before their birth. 
On its page 6 another poem " a prickle of rose" 
describes the beauty of the rose and how it helps 
people in lessening their sorrows and plays its 
own natural music". Another poem Sublime 
Lesson on page 8 shows how a half-burnt petal 
of a roseling laying on scorching hot sand is 
still smiling and starling. Thus giving a sublime 
lesson "Never to give up, never to lose heart". 
The poem 'an empty pen' on page 12 shows how 
kindness and love can bring spring in winter 
and revolution in the desert. 

Another poem 'a prick of anguish' on page 13 
shows how a child feels ashamed in his youth 
when he is burnt due to a stove and recalls his 
own mistake of burning a butterfly and a glow-
worm during his childhood. In the poem 'the 
breath of freedom' Parvez Sheetal beautifully 
cited the example of a green and beautiful parrot 
in captivity to show the value of freedom and 
how post-death the battle is won. In poe, 'the 
train of hope' on page 21, the poet has skilfully 
tried to show how a train despite hurdles reach-
es to its destination overcoming all the odds in 
its way. The poem 'the cave of dogma' has been 
nicely composed to depict the ultimate end of 
man. In the poem 'don't fight ever' page 27 poet 
has regarded men as worst creatures than the 
thorns who unlike men always live in peace 
without fighting with one another. The Poem 
'lost friends' has been so skilfully crafted that a 
reader easily comprehends how we feel dejected 
and alienated even in a crowd like the yellow 
withered leaves of the same plant. In poem 'they 
hated me' on page 36, Parvez Sheetal addressed 
the basis of hate in our society.

. Poet in his other poem 'keep on walking' 
on page 47 has valued the courage and zeal to 
move towards victory by defying all troubles. 
In another poem, 'Indian brides' on page 56 
poet has bravely highlighted the deplorable 
and melancholic conditions of our female folk 
especially our brides who get torched in their 
in-law's homes at the hands of their husbands 
and other relatives. 'Shameful act' on page 68 is 
an eye-opener for those who talk about soul and 
heaven but spread hatred, and bigotry in the 
name of religion, sect, and creed. Likewise in 
Parvez Sheetal's other poem 'the prey of poverty' 
we find how poor but brave men relentlessly 

fight day and night like mongooses and cobras to 
live a please life.  In the poem 'the satanic power' 
on page 77 poet has like a true litterateur tried to 
explain the goal of unbridled power. Unbridled 
and unchecked power leads to worship which is 
against the very conscience of man. In another 
poem 'don't get despaired' on page 83 poet has 
somehow tried to infuse hope and power in 
the hearts and minds of despaired people who 
feel dejected, gloomed, and dispirited when get 
entangled in a predicament. In the poem, 'self-
less duty' on page 95 poet has skilfully made a 
comparison between birds and humans. Birds 
labor hard tirelessly to feed their chicks with-
out expecting anything good in return, unlike 
humans who build heaps of expectations. Parvez 
Sheetal is a dynamic and versatile poet with a 
strong hold over composing poems of varied 
lengths. Few of his poems are too long while 
some are as small as only three lines like the 
one 'the little dove' on page 103.

The last poem of the book is 'the real courage' 
on page 122 in which the poet has recommended 
to call a human a human by breaking all the old 
traditions of speaking etcetera. "Silent Rosel-
ings" is really a beautiful and pretty poetry col-
lection by Parvez Sheetal depicting his utmost 
skill and talent of composing poems of varied 
themes and putting his great ideas and thoughts 
on paper. While going through the contents of 
the book, readers are sure that Parvez Sheetal 
has performed the duty of a poet in highlighting 
the wrongs in society and also has suggested 
some curative measures to make it transparent 
and worth living.

Author hails from Qazigund. He can be 
mailed at rayeeskumar31@gmail.com

MICHAEL T KLARE

T
hanks to its very name — renewable 
energy — we can picture a time in the 
not-too-distant future when our need for 
non-renewable fuels like oil, natural gas, 
and coal will vanish. Indeed, the Biden 

administration has announced a breakthrough 
target of 2035 for fully eliminating U.S. reliance 
on those non-renewable fuels for the generation of 
electricity. That would be accomplished by “deploy-
ing carbon-pollution-free electricity-generating 
resources,” primarily the everlasting power of the 
wind and sun.

With other nations moving in a similar direc-
tion, it’s tempting to conclude that the days when 
competition over finite supplies of energy was a 
recurring source of conflict will soon draw to a 
close. Unfortunately, think again: while the sun and 
wind are indeed infinitely renewable, the materials 
needed to convert those resources into electricity — 
minerals like cobalt, copper, lithium, nickel, and 
the rare-earth elements, or REEs — are anything 
but. Some of them, in fact, are far scarcer than 
petroleum, suggesting that global strife over vital 
resources may not, in fact, disappear in the Age of 
Renewables. To appreciate this unexpected paradox, 
it’s necessary to explore how wind and solar power 
are converted into usable forms of electricity and 
propulsion. Solar power is largely collected by pho-
tovoltaic cells, often deployed in vast arrays, while 
the wind is harvested by giant turbines, typically 
deployed in extensive wind farms. To use electricity 
in transportation, cars and trucks must be equipped 
with advanced batteries capable of holding a charge 
over long distances. Each one of these devices uses 
substantial amounts of copper for electrical trans-
mission, as well as a variety of other non-renewable 
minerals. Those wind turbines, for instance, require 
manganese, molybdenum, nickel, zinc, and rare-
earth elements for their electrical generators, while 
electric vehicles (EVs) need cobalt, graphite, lithi-
um, manganese, and rare earths for their engines 
and batteries. At present, with wind and solar power 
accounting for only about 7% of global electricity 
generation and electric vehicles making up less 
than 1% of the cars on the road, the production of 
those minerals is roughly adequate to meet global 
demand. If, however, the U.S. and other countries 
really do move toward a green-energy future of the 
kind envisioned by President Biden, the demand for 
them will skyrocket and global output will fall far 
short of anticipated needs.

According to a recent study by the International 
Energy Agency (IEA), “The Role of Critical Miner-
als in Clean Energy Transitions,” the demand for 
lithium in 2040 could be 50 times greater than today 
and for cobalt and graphite 30 times greater if the 
world moves swiftly to replace oil-driven vehicles 
with EVs. Such rising demand will, of course, 
incentivize industry to develop new supplies of 
such minerals, but potential sources of them are 
limited and the process of bringing them online 
will be costly and complicated. In other words, the 
world could face significant shortages of critical 
materials. (“As clean energy transitions accelerate 
globally,” the IEA report noted ominously, “and 
solar panels, wind turbines, and electric cars are 
deployed on a growing scale, these rapidly growing 
markets for key minerals could be subject to price 
volatility, geopolitical influence, and even disrup-
tions to supply.”)

The role of petroleum in shaping global geo-
politics is well understood. Ever since oil became 
essential to world transportation — and so to the 
effective functioning of the world’s economy — it 
has been viewed for obvious reasons as a “strate-
gic” resource. Because the largest concentrations of 
petroleum were located in the Middle East, an area 
historically far removed from the principal centers 
of industrial activity in Europe and North America 
and regularly subject to political convulsions, the 
major importing nations long sought to exercise 
some control over that region’s oil production and 
export. This, of course, led to resource imperialism 
of a high order, beginning after World War I when 
Britain and the other European powers contended 
for colonial control of the oil-producing parts of the 
Persian Gulf region. It continued after World War 
II, when the United States entered that competition 
in a big way.

For the United States, ensuring access to Middle 
Eastern oil became a strategic priority after the “oil 
shocks” of 1973 and 1979 — the first caused by an 
Arab oil embargo that was a reprisal for Washing-
ton’s support of Israel in that year’s October War; 
the second by a disruption of supplies caused by the 
Islamic Revolution in Iran. In response to endless 
lines at American gas stations and the subsequent 
recessions, successive presidents pledged to protect 
oil imports by “any means necessary,” including 
the use of armed force. And that very stance led 
President George H.W. Bush to wage the first Gulf 
War against Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in 1991 and his 
son to invade that same country in 2003.

In 2021, the United States is no longer as depen-
dent on Middle Eastern oil, given how extensively 
domestic deposits of petroleum-laden shale and 
other sedimentary rocks are being exploited by 
fracking technology. Still, the connection between 
oil use and geopolitical conflict has hardly disap-
peared. Most analysts believe that petroleum will 
continue to supply a major share of global energy 
for decades to come, and that’s certain to generate 
political and military struggles over the remaining 
supplies. Already, for instance, conflict has broken 
out over disputed offshore supplies in the South 
and East China Seas, and some analysts predict a 
struggle for the control of untapped oil and mineral 
deposits in the Arctic region as well.

Here, then, is the question of the hour: Will 
an explosion in electric-car ownership change all 
this? EV market share is already growing rapidly 
and projected to reach 15% of worldwide sales by 
2030. The major automakers are investing heavily 
in such vehicles, anticipating a surge in demand. 
There were around 370 EV models available for sale 
worldwide in 2020 — a 40% increase from 2019 — and 
major automakers have revealed plans to make an 
additional 450 models available by 2022. In addition, 
General Motors has announced its intention to com-
pletely phase out conventional gasoline and diesel 
vehicles by 2035, while Volvo’s CEO has indicated 
that the company would only sell EVs by 2030.

It’s reasonable to assume that this shift will only 
gain momentum, with profound consequences for 
the global trade in resources. According to the IEA, 
a typical electric car requires six times the min-
eral inputs of a conventional oil-powered vehicle. 
These include the copper for electrical wiring plus 
the cobalt, graphite, lithium, and nickel needed to 
ensure battery performance, longevity, and energy 
density (the energy output per unit of weight). In 
addition, rare-earth elements will be essential for 
the permanent magnets installed in EV motors.

Lithium, a primary component of lithium-ion 
batteries used in most EVs, is the lightest known 
metal. Although present both in clay deposits and 
ore composites, it’s rarely found in easily mine-
able concentrations, though it can also be extracted 
from brine in areas like Bolivia’s Salar de Uyuni, 
the world’s largest salt flat. At present, approxi-
mately 58% of the world’s lithium comes from Aus-
tralia, another 20% from Chile, 11% from China, 
6% from Argentina, and smaller percentages from 
elsewhere. A U.S. firm, Lithium Americas, is about 

to undertake the extraction of significant amounts 
of lithium from a clay deposit in northern Nevada, 
but is meeting resistance from local ranchers and 
Native Americans, who fear the contamination of 
their water supplies.

Cobalt is another key component of lithium-ion 
batteries. It’s rarely found in unique deposits and 
most often acquired as a byproduct of copper and 
nickel mining. Today, it’s almost entirely produced 
thanks to copper mining in the violent, chaotic 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, mostly in what’s 
known as the copper belt of Katanga Province, a 
region which once sought to break away from the 
rest of the country and still harbors secessionist 
impulses. Rare-earth elements encompass a group of 
17 metallic substances scattered across the Earth’s 
surface but rarely found in mineable concentra-
tions. Among them, several are essential for future 
green-energy solutions, including dysprosium, 
lanthanum, neodymium, and terbium. When used 
as alloys with other minerals, they help perpetu-
ate the magnetization of electrical motors under 
high-temperature conditions, a key requirement 
for electric vehicles and wind turbines. At pres-
ent, approximately 70% of REEs come from China, 
perhaps 12% from Australia, and 8% from the U.S.

A mere glance at the location of such concentra-
tions suggests that the green-energy transition envi-
sioned by President Biden and other world leaders 
may encounter severe geopolitical problems, not 
unlike those generated in the past by reliance on 
oil. As a start, the most militarily powerful nation 
on the planet, the United States, can supply itself 
with only tiny percentages of REEs, as well as other 
critical minerals like nickel and zinc needed for 
advanced green technologies. While Australia, a 
close ally, will undoubtedly be an important sup-
plier of some of them, China, already increasingly 
viewed as an adversary, is crucial when it comes 
to REEs, and the Congo, one of the most conflict-
plagued nations on the planet, is the leading pro-
ducer of cobalt. So don’t for a second imagine that 
the transition to a renewable-energy future will 
either be easy or conflict-free.

Faced with the prospect of inadequate or hard-
to-access supplies of such critical materials, energy 
strategists are already calling for major efforts to 
develop new sources in as many locations as possi-
ble. “Today’s supply and investment plans for many 
critical minerals fall well short of what is needed to 
support an accelerated deployment of solar panels, 
wind turbines and electric vehicles,” said Fatih 
Birol, executive director of the International Energy 
Agency. “These hazards are real, but they are sur-
mountable. The response from policymakers and 
companies will determine whether critical minerals 
remain a vital enabler for clean energy transitions 
or become a bottleneck in the process.”

As Birol and his associates at the IEA have made 
all too clear, however, surmounting the obstacles to 
increased mineral production will be anything but 
easy. To begin with, launching new mining ven-
tures can be extraordinarily expensive and entail 
numerous risks. Mining firms may be willing to 
invest billions of dollars in a country like Australia, 
where the legal framework is welcoming and where 
they can expect protection against future expropria-
tion or war, but many promising ore sources lie in 
countries like the DRC, Myanmar, Peru, and Russia 
where such conditions hardly apply. For example, 
the current turmoil in Myanmar, a major producer 
of certain rare-earth elements, has already led to 
worries about their future availability and sparked 
a rise in prices.

Declining ore quality is also a concern. When it 
comes to mineral sites, this planet has been thor-
oughly scavenged for them, sometimes since the 
early Bronze Age, and many of the best deposits 
have long since been discovered and exploited. 
“In recent years, ore quality has continued to fall 
across a range of commodities,” the IEA noted in 
its report on critical minerals and green technol-
ogy. “For example, the average copper ore grade 
in Chile declined by 30% over the past 15 years. 

Extracting metal content from lower-grade ores 
requires more energy, exerting upward pressure 
on production costs, greenhouse gas emissions, and 
waste volumes.”

In addition, extracting minerals from under-
ground rock formations often entails the use of acids 
and other toxic substances and typically requires 
vast amounts of water, which are contaminated 
after use. This has become ever more of a problem 
since the enactment of environmental-protection 
legislation and the mobilization of local communi-
ties. In many parts of the world, as in Nevada when 
it comes to lithium, new mining and ore-processing 
efforts are going to encounter increasingly fierce 
local opposition. When, for example, the Lynas 
Corporation, an Australian firm, sought to evade 
Australia’s environmental laws by shipping ores 
from its Mount Weld rare-earths mine to Malaysia 
for processing, local activists there mounted a pro-
tracted campaign to prevent it from doing so.

For Washington, perhaps no problem is more 
challenging, when it comes to the availability of 
critical materials for a green revolution, than this 
country’s deteriorating relationship with Beijing. 
After all, China currently provides 70% of the 
world’s rare-earth supplies and harbors significant 
deposits of other key minerals as well. No less sig-
nificant, that country is responsible for the refining 
and processing of many key materials mined else-
where. In fact, when it comes to mineral processing, 
the figures are astonishing. China may not produce 
significant amounts of cobalt or nickel, but it does 
account for approximately 65% of the world’s pro-
cessed cobalt and 35% of its processed nickel. And 
while China produces 11% of the world’s lithium, 
it’s responsible for nearly 60% of processed lithium. 
When it comes to rare-earth elements, however, 
China is dominant in a staggering way. Not only 
does it provide 60% of the world’s raw materials, 
but nearly 90% of processed REEs.

To put the matter simply, there is no way the 
United States or other countries can undertake a 
massive transition from fossil fuels to a renewables-
based economy without engaging economically with 
China. Undoubtedly, efforts will be made to reduce 
the degree of that reliance, but there’s no realistic 
prospect of eliminating dependence on China for 
rare earths, lithium, and other key materials in 
the foreseeable future. If, in other words, the U.S. 
were to move from a modestly Cold-War-like stance 
toward Beijing to an even more hostile one, and if it 
were to engage in further Trumpian-style attempts 
to “decouple” its economy from that of the People’s 
Republic, as advocated by many “China hawks” in 
Congress, there’s no question about it: the Biden 
administration would have to abandon its plans for 
a green-energy future.

It’s possible, of course, to imagine a future in 
which nations begin fighting over the world’s sup-
plies of critical minerals, just as they once fought 
over oil. At the same time, it’s perfectly possible 
to conceive of a world in which countries like ours 
simply abandoned their plans for a green-energy 
future for lack of adequate raw materials and 
reverted to the oil wars of the past. On an already 
overheating planet, however, that would lead to a 
civilizational fate worse than death.

In truth, there’s little choice but for Washing-
ton and Beijing to collaborate with each other and 
so many other countries in accelerating the green 
energy transition by establishing new mines and 
processing facilities for critical minerals, devel-
oping substitutes for materials in short supply, 
improving mining techniques to reduce environ-
mental hazards, and dramatically increasing the 
recycling of vital minerals from discarded batteries 
and other products. Any alternative is guaranteed 
to prove a disaster of the first order — or beyond. ( 
Originally published in TomDispatch)

Michael T. Klare, a TomDispatch regular, is the 
five-college professor emeritus of peace and world 

security studies at Hampshire College and a senior 
visiting fellow at the Arms Control Association.
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DC Srinagar reviews 
DEP aimed at making 
Srinagar Export Hub

Post Article 370 abrogation, J&K 

on path of peace, prosperity

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: With a vision 
to enhance the Export 
of  Goods from Srinagar 
District to boost the local 
Economy, a meeting was 
held Friday under the 
Chairmanship of  the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad at Conference Hall of  
DC Office Complex here 
to discuss the modalities 
for formulating a detailed 
District Export Action for 
the Srinagar to Develop as 
Export Hub.

At the outset, the Deputy 
Commissioner took a 
detailed appraisal about the 
measures undertaken for 
boosting exports of  various 
products which are being 
produced or manufactured 
in the District. A compre-
hensive discussion on the 
subject was held wherein 
various issues pertaining 
to the finalization of  the 
District Export Action Plan 
were discussed.

The DC also took a thor-
ough assessment of  the 
Export activities being car-
ried out under different 
sectors in the District. He 
was given feedback about 
the range of  products that 
are produced in the District 
having demand in national 
and international markets 
and can prove key to make 
Srinagar an Export Hub 
under One District One 
Product(ODOP).

T h e  e a r n e s t  & 
young consultant to 
J&K Trade Promotion 
Organization(Industries & 
Commerce) shared a blue-
print regarding the District 
Export Plan and it was given 

out that trade of  Silk Carpet 
has been identified under 
ODOP in Srinagar District.

The Silk carpets have 
gained a good market 
within the Country and 
other parts of  the world 
including Japan, UAE, Thai-
land, Australia, Vietnam, 
Singapore and Malaysia 
based on signed Free Trade 
Agreements(FTAs).

Similarly under long 
term priority market Kash-
mir based Silk carpet can 
target untapped potential 
markets in USA, Germany, 
France, Brazil, Italy, Poland 
Canada, Belgium, Norway, 
Finland, Sweden, Switzer-
land etc.

He also appraised the 
chair that Walnut Wood 
jCarving, Honey, Chain 
Stitch, Leather, Pashmina, 
Kani Shawl, Paper Mache, 
Copperware and Bakery 
products have been choosen 
for District Export Hub.

On the occasion, the DC 
asked all the concerned 
Departments to undertake 
concerted efforts to finalize 
a comprehensive District 
Export Plan to increase 
Export volume with ade-
quate market linkage to 
the Industry. He stressed 
on taking measures for pro-

viding support required by 
the local industry in boost-
ing their manufacturing 
and exports with impetus 
on supporting the industry 
from the production stage to 
the exporting stage.

The DC also laid empha-
sis on modernization of  
traditional heritage crafts 
of  Kashmir to explore pos-
sibilities for further expand-
ing the ambit of  the export 
area to make Srinagar Dis-
trict an Export hub.

He stressed on incorpo-
rating Information Technol-
ogy interventions in handi-
craft craft sector to encour-
age younger generation 
to carry forward the rich 
heritage of  world famous 
crafts and industries asso-
ciated with Carpet weav-
ing, Walnut/Wood Carving, 
Paper-Machie, Copperware 
and other Handloom/Hand-
icraft products, besides 
Agriculture and Horti-
culture products thereby 
generating employment 
avenues.

The DC asked the Offi-
cers to hold interactions 
with concerned Exporters 
of  Silk Carpet related to 
ODOP initiative to make 
preparations for holding of  
District Level Export Con-

ference in Srinagar with a 
vision to convert it into an 
Export Hub and inviting for-
eign buyers.

The DC said the need 
to prepare District Export 
Plans is aimed to identify 
products and services for 
overseas markets, which 
includes specific actions 
required to support local 
exporters/ manufacturers 
in producing /manufactur-
ing identified products in 
adequate quantity and req-
uisite quality, for reaching 
potential buyers outside 
Srinagar District, J&K and 
India. He also emphasized 
that these plans must also 
address the challenges for 
exports of  such identified 
products/services, improv-
ing supply chains, market 
accessibility and handhold-
ing for increasing exports.

Meanwhile, the DC also 
asked the concerned to 
speed up the process regard-
ing launching of  the ODOP 
Bazaar on Government 
e-Marketplace (GeM) with 
products of  different sectors 
online platform to promote 
sales and procurement of  
ODOP products by showcas-
ing online across the globe.

Besides, Additional Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner, Srinagar, Zahoor 
Ahmad Mir, General Man-
ager DIC, Hamida Akhtar 
and Chief  Planning Officer, 
Mohammad Yaseen Lone, 
the meeting was attended 
by Principal ITI, Bagh-i-Dil-
awar Khan, Superintendent 
Women ITI, Bemina, Assis-
tant Director, Handicrafts, 
Area Marketing Officer, Hor-
ticulture besides Representa-
tives from JKTPO and Craft 
Development Institute.

GUEST AUTHOR

SRINAGAR: The Indian 
government was not allowed 
to intervene in Jammu and 
Kashmir's affairs outside 
of  defense, finance, foreign 
policy, and communica-
tions, according to Article 
370 of  the Indian Constitu-
tion. Jammu and Kashmir 
lagged behind the rest of  
India in terms of  economic 
growth, employment, com-
bating corruption, gender 
equality, literacy, and many 
other indicators, which con-
tributed to the province's 
struggles.

 Because a struggling 
economy feeds separatist 
sentiments in some quar-
ters, Pakistan has a stake 
in preventing prosperity in 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
in the Ladakh region of  
Kashmir. This is consistent 
with Pakistan's overarching 
plan to use terrorism as a 
political tool. In light of  the 
fact that Article 370 justified 
discrimination and impeded 
economic development, it is 
also opposed to its repeal.

 The Indian Parliament's 
decision to reorganize the 
province and revoke this 
article rights a historical 
wrong. It opens the door 
to reviving a faltering 
economy and promoting 
horticulture, travel, and 
handicrafts, which are the 
distinctive strengths of  its 
culture. A region that was 
out of  step with the rest of  
the country is now receiving 
social and economic justice 
thanks to this change. Affir-
mative action, equal rights 
for women, juvenile protec-
tion, and safeguards against 
domestic violence are exam-
ples of  progressive legisla-
tion that is present through-
out the rest of  India but was 
hampered by Article 370. In 
accordance with the Indian 
Constitution, Jammu and 
Kashmir was exempt from 
laws that protect the right to 
education and information. 

It is obvious that Pakistan 
will lose ground as a result 
of  the possibility of  a more 
prosperous Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

 In the past, we have 
witnessed a plethora of  
remarks from Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran 
Shehbaz Sharif  and senior 
members of  his government 
painting an ominous picture 
of  India's restructuring of  
its province of  Jammu and 
Kashmir — and raising the 
threat of  conflict, including 
nuclear war, with India.

 Under Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif's leader-
ship, Pakistan's citizens 
are suffering from a severe 
economic depression, with 
inflation at a five-year high, 
a national debt that exceeds 
GDP, and a call for a bailout 
from the IMF. It goes with-
out saying that Mr. Shehbaz 
Sharif  is entirely within 
his rights to ruin his own 
economy. But it is neces-
sary to oppose his resolve 
to cause comparable harm 
to a province of  a neighbor-
ing nation. It is difficult for 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  to accept that the 
Kashmir region is once 
again on the path to devel-
opment and prosperity as a 
result of  the Indian govern-
ment's repeal of  a dated and 
temporary legal provision 
that had been impeding 
progress. Its prime minis-
ter asserts that he offered 

to cooperate with India to 
advance peace, develop-
ment, and prosperity. What 
he neglects to mention is 
the fact that his nation's 
main industry is producing 
terrorists on an unabated 
assembly line.

 He alleges that organi-
zations like the Financial 
Action Task Force, a global 
group that looks into the 
financing of  terrorism, are 
a part of  a plot against Paki-
stan. He hides the fact that 
Pakistan shielded the perpe-
trator of  the 2008 terrorist 
attack in Mumbai. And that 
Jaish-e-Muhammad, a ter-
rorist group banned by the 
UN and operating openly out 
of  one of his major cities, was 
responsible for the suicide 
bombing in Pulwama.

 India's treatment of  Mus-
lims and other non-Hindu 
minorities has drawn criti-
cism from Shehbaz Sharif. 
If  reality weren't such a 
tragic story, this would be 
absurd. When Pakistan 
was established, minorities 
made up 23% of  the popu-
lation. This is now down 
to 3 percent, which stands 
on its own. And there are 
countless individuals who 
can attest to this tragic real-
ity, including Shias, Ahma-
dis, Christians, Hindus, 
and Sikhs. Ask Pakistan's 
Shia, Pashtun, Sindhi, or 
Baloch populations how 
fellow Muslims are treated. 
It is incredibly ironic that 

Islamabad, which previous-
ly tolerated anti-Semitism 
and refused to acknowl-
edge Israel's legitimacy, is 
now conjuring up images of  
European fascism. Ladakh 
and Jammu and Kashmir 
are currently going through 
change. India's reforms 
have put the old system's 
beneficiaries, who gained 
from it at the expense of  
the populace, on the defen-
sive. Expect violence and 
terrorism to be incited and 
supported from outside the 
border. Many of  the travel 
and communication restric-
tions put in place to main-
tain public safety and order 
have since been loosened. 
The top priority is to pre-
vent fatalities.

 There were no effects of  
India's actions regarding 
Article 370 outside of  India. 
Its outer boundaries remain 
the same. What has changed 
is that there is now hope for 
development that will ben-
efit the locals and prevent 
Pakistan from continuing 
to support transnational 
terrorism. Therefore, in an 
effort to halt these advance-
ments, the prime minister 
creates terrifying scenarios. 
Terrorism will fail, there 
will be development, visible 
progress, and prosperity. 
India will hope that Pakistan 
gives up violence, hostility, 
and terrorism to become the 
friendly neighbor that the 
entire world wants. 

Work plan for SANJY-2023 

discussed in Ganderbal

DC Shopian kick-starts Snow 
Sports Fest in Shopian

DC B'pora reviews physical 

& financial status of JJM
JJM aimed to provide FHTC to all households: Dr. OwaisGMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: The District 
Development Commissioner 
(DDC) Ganderbal, Shyambir 
Friday convened a meeting 
of  officers to discuss work 
plan for Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra-2023 (SANJY) in the 
Conference Hall of  Mini Sec-
retariat, here.

At the outset, brief  dis-
cussion was held on various 
developmental works that 
need to be upgraded like 
construction of  steel bridges 
at various locations enroute 
Yatra tract, manpower, aug-
mentation of  health services, 
toilets, flood protection works, 
parking areas, mobile connec-
tivity, transport service, con-
tingency plan and other relat-
ed arrangements to ensure 
foolproof SANJY-2023.

While discussing the 
mobile connectivity plan, 
the DC directed telecom 
companies (BSNL & Jio) 
that a plan should be sub-
mitted well in advance for 
augmenting the capacity 
especially at Base Camp 
Baltal and enroute Yatra 
tract from Domail onwards.

The DC directed all the 
line departments to submit 
a detailed report of  works 
that need to be upgraded at 
an earliest so that an action 
plan is framed accordingly.

On the occasion, the offi-
cers also shared their last 
year experience with regard 
to arrangements for SANJY 
and gave valuable sugges-
tions for further augment-
ing the essential services for 
conduct of  smooth Yatra.

After a detailed discus-
sion, the DC gave neces-
sary instructions to all the 
departments associated 
with Yatra via Baltal route 

for submitting action plans 
of  concerned departments 
with priority of  works that 
need to be upgraded to fur-
ther augment the various 
essential services during 
Yatra period.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commission-
er, Mushtaq Ahmad Sim-
nani; ADC, Mehraj-ul-Din 
Shah; CPO, Irfan Giri; SDM 
Kangan, Javaid Ahmad 
Rather; ACR, ACP, SE R&B, 
Executive Engineers of  
various wings, DFO Sindh 
Forest Division and Officers 
of  other line departments.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Bandi-
pora, Dr. Owais 
A h m e d  o n 
Friday convened 
a meeting of  
concerned Offi-
cers to review 
the physical and 
financial status 
of  Jal Jeevan 
Mission of  the 
district.

The meet-
ing discussed 
t h r e a d b a r e 
physical and 
financial prog-
ress of  various JJM Works, 
authorization for issuance 
of  allotment for various 
works under JJM and 
Tendering, Execution and 
issuance of  LOIs for JJM 
works.

The concerned officers 
apprised the chair that 120 
schemes have been pro-
posed under JJM includ-
ing works of  17 Borewells, 
38 Rapid Sand Filtration 

plants, 16 Slow Sand Fil-
tration plants, 22 overhead 
tanks and 91 grounded ser-
vice Reservoirs

The chair was apprised 
that out of  129 works of  
PHE Division Bandipora 
113 works have been allot-
ted and 05 works are com-
pleted and out of  27 works 
of  special sub division 
Gurez, 15 works have been 
allotted and one has been 
completed.

Dr. Owais on the occasion 
said that JJM is aimed to 
provide a functional House-

hold Tap Connection to all 
households and directed all 
the concerned officers to 
speed up the projects under 

JJM so that the works can 
be completed within the 
stipulated time.

He also stressed on regu-
lar monitoring of  quality 
and progress on all allotted 
works.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADDC, Ali Afsar 
Khan; Joint Director Plan-
ning, Imtiyaz Ahmad and 
committee members of  JJM 
in the district. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: The first ever 
Snow Sports Festival was 
Friday organized by J&K 
Sports Council in collabo-
ration with District Admin-
istration Shopian at Sports 
Stadium Batapora, here.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya who 
was chief  guest on the occa-
sion inaugurated the first 
ever one-day Snow Sports 
festival. Senior Superin-
tendent Police, Shopian, 
Tanushree was the guest 
of  honour on the occasion.

CPO Khursheed Ahmad, 
Divisional Sports Officer, 
Nuzhat Aara, other officers 
and officials were also pres-
ent on the occasion along 
with sports enthusiasts and 
players.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the DC highlighted the 
significance of  the Winter 
Sports festival and said that 
it will give a boost to the 
sports and tourism activi-
ties in the district.

Referring particularly 
to the sports activities con-
ducted when fields in the 
district are under the blan-
ket of  snow, the DC said 
that this Fest has added 
spark to the drab settings 
witnessed mostly in play-
fields during winter.

SSP Shopian said that 
J&K Sports Council has 
played a vital role, especial-
ly during the past couple 
of  years in extending the 
reach to far-off  places of  
the UT.

The festival drew crowds 
from across the district and 
witnessed the participation 
of  more than 300 athletes 
including a good number 
of  females. The players par-
ticipated in Snow Cricket, 
Snow Volleyball, Snow 
Shoe, Roll Ball and Ice stock 
events.

The players were all 
praise for the organisers 
for organising the unique 
winter sports competition in 
the district and said it will 
motivate more and more stu-
dents towards sports.

DC Kulgam distributes Tabs among 
field functionaries of Rev Deptt

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Dr. Bilal-Mohi-
Ud-Din-Bhat Friday distrib-
uted tabs among the field 
functionaries/ Patwaris 
of  Revenue department at 
Kulgam.

A total of  71 tabs were 
distributed to equip the 
revenue field functionaries 
with modern gadgets and 
devices to provide online 

services smoothly and 
promptly to people.

The gadgets will be uti-
lized by staff  to provide 
revenue services includ-
ing revenue extracts, fards 
and other revenue related 
services to the public via 
online mode.

Present on the occasion 
were ADC, Viqar Ahmed 
Giri; ACR, Mir Imtiyaz-ul-
Aziz; Tehsildar Kulgam, 
Bilal Ahmad and other Rev-
enue Officers and officials.

WildlifeDeptt  celebrates 

World Wetland Day-2023

Orientation, training programme on 
‘Promotion of Oilseeds’ held at Lalmandi

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Depart-
ment of  Wildlife Protection 
(Wetlands Division Kashmir) 
celebrated World Wetland 
Day (WWD-2023) on 2nd Feb-
ruary, 2023 at three Ramsar 
sites under the administrative 
control of  the Wildlife Protec-
tion Department in Kashmir 
valley viz. Hokersar, Shal-
abugh and Hygam Wetland 
Conservation Reserves on the 
theme ‘Wetland Restoration’.

To commemorate the 
event, a grand function was 
organized that started with a 
Flag Hoisting ceremony by a 
contingent of  Forest Protec-
tion Force Officials at Camp-

ing Ground ‘Hokersar Wet-
land Conservation Reserve’.

Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir, Qazi Sarwar unfurled 
the National Flag in presence 
of  Rashid Yahya Nagash, 
Regional Wildlife Warden, 
Kashmir Region Srinagar and 
Ab. Rouf Zargar, Dy. Conserva-
tor of  Forest/Wildlife.

Ifshan Dewan, Wildlife 
Warden, Wetlands Division 
Kashmir; M Maqbool Baba, 
Wildlife Warden, North Kash-
mir Division; Nazir Benazir, 
Chairman National Society for 
protection of  Water resources, 
Forest & Wetlands; Rahi Reyaz 
vice chairman (NSPWR), 
Chairperson, Wildlife Research 
and Conservation foundation, 

Wildlife SOS, Wildlife Mitras, 
students of  various nearby 
schools/colleges and various 
officers and officials of  the 
department were also present 
on the occasion.

The Speakers highlighted 
the need to prioritize efforts 
for wetland restoration and to 
invest financial, human and 
political capital to save the 
wetlands from disappearing.

Regional Wildlife Warden, 
Kashmir Region, Srinagar 
appealed to all the stakehold-
ers to join hands with the 
Department of  Wildlife Pro-
tection (Wetlands Division 
Kashmir) for conserving our 
wetlands and efforts to restore 
and manage these wetlands.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Divi-
sional level Orientation 
cum Training programme 
on ‘Promotion of  Oilseeds’ 
was Friday held at Agricul-
ture Complex Lal Mandi, 
here.

The training programme 
was inaugurated by Joint 
Director, Agriculture 
Extension, M Syeed peer.

In his inaugural address, 
Joint Director (Ext) said 
that from last more than 
two years department is 
already working on a mul-
tidimensional programme 
for the promotion of  oil-
seeds, especially mustard 
in the region where in new 
areas are brought under 

its cultivation and farm-
ers at large scale are made 
aware of  the economic 
importance of  oil seed in 
the overall development of  
agriculture sector.

He said Massive cam-
paigns under the national 
Mission on edible oils were 
held in which a series of  
events including field 
visits, participation in oil-
seeds, sowing operations, 
awareness programmes 
for farmers and interac-
tive sessions with the 
farmers were organised 
by the department across 
the Valley.

Peer said that now under 
the holistic document, spe-
cial focus has been shifted 
to the promotion of  oil seed 

in the UT of  J&K. He asked 
the officers of  the agricul-
ture and allied departments 
to work in coordination for 
the promotion of  oilseeds, 
successful implementation 
of  other projects under the 
holistic document.

The programme was 
attended by Joint Director 
Apiculture and Mushroom, 
Tabassum Naz; Joint Direc-
tor Animal Husbandry, Dr 
Mohammed Hussain and 
Agrostologist Kashmir, 
Mohammed Rafique.

 Officers of  the Agricul-
ture department, Animal 
husbandry department, 
SKUAST-K and of  other 
allied departments were 
present in the training 
program.
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OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL 

COLLEGE, ANANTNAG, J&K 
(MAIN CAMPUS DIALGAM, ANANTNAG)

Phone: 01932-227624  e-mail: gmcanantnag2018@gmail.com
 ragmca22@gmail.com
No:- GMCA/RA/SR/Interview/2023/195-204 Dated:- 02.02.2023

INTERVIEW NOTICE
It is hereby notified for information of all the candidates who have applied for the post of Senior 
Resident vide Advertisement Notice No. 113 GMCA (RA) of 2022 Dated 26.12.2022 in the following 
below mentioned departments on academic arrangement basis under S.O-364 of 2020 dt. 
27.11.2020 that the interview for the said posts is scheduled to be held on 08.01.2022 (Wednesday) 
at 11:00 AM in the office Chamber of Principal, GMC Anantnag at Associated Hospital Janglatmandi, 
Anantnag.

S. No. Departments
01 Pediatrics
02 Community Medicine
03 Surgery

The concerned candidates who have applied for the said posts are advised to bring all original 
documents/testimonials and other relevant documents for verification by the selection committee 
on the date of interview. No TA/DA shall be paid to the candidates on this account.

Sd/- Principal 
DIPK-17023-22  Government Medical College, 
DT: 03-02-2023 Anantnag.

BSNL services 
set to get a major 
boost in Ramban
District Admin allocates land for erection of 4G GSM 
towers in different parts of mountainous district

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAMBAN: District Admin-
istration, Ramban has allo-
cated land to the BSNL, 
J&K Telecom Circle for the 
erection of  Global System 
for Mobile communication 
(GSM) 4G towers at the 
locations identified by the 
BSNL in different parts of  
the district.

Assistant Commission-
er Revenue, Giasul-Haq 
said that under the aegis 
of  Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban, Mussarat Islam, 
district administration 
Friday allocated 44 suitable 
sites to BSNL as per their 
requirement for the instal-
lation of  4G GSM Towers 

under Phase -1.  The joint 
verification of  sites for 
Phase-II has also been done 
and land transfer process is 
underway, he added.

The ACR informed that 
possession of  land has been 
given to the BSNL to execute 
the installation of  4G GSM 
tower erection project at all 
44 locations in coordination 

with concerned departments 
including STD, JPDCL, and 
TLMD for extension of  
power supply to towers as 
per guidelines within the 
stipulated timelines.

Meanwhile, the Deputy 
Commissioner informed 
that to ensure saturation of  
4G coverage in undercover 
villages of  the district, the 
Revenue Department has 
identified the land at all 
identified sites on a war-
footing basis and today allo-
cated it to the BSNL, J&K 
Telecom Circle. This will 
go a long way in providing 
quality Internet & Mobile 
connectivity in shadow 
zones of  the hilly district 
Ramban, DC added.

CBC spreads awareness about Swachhta Action Plan in Poonch
GMK NEWS NETWORK

POONCH: To acquaint and 
sensitize local masses about 
Swachhta Action Plan being 
observed throughout India, 
Central Bureau of  Commu-
nication Field Office Poonch 
(J&K), Ministry of  Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, 
Government of  India Friday 
organized an awareness 
programme here in the Chil-
dren’s Park, near Air Field.

President, Municipal 
Council Poonch, Sunil 
Sharma was the Chief  Guest, 
besides Chief  Executive Offi-
cer, MC,  Varinderpal Singh; 
Councillor W.No. 7, Naresh 
Chander; Councillor W.No. 
9, Parvinder Singh; Council-
lor W.No. 13, Sanjay Khaju-
ria and Councillor W.No. 3, 
Balwinder Singh were also 
present.

The programmes aimed 
to intensify the awareness 
campaign on the importance 
of  Swachh Bharat Mission 
which aims at making India 
open defecation free, Making 
India Clean and Green and 
work towards changing the 
mindset of  the common 
masses about cleanliness of  

surroundings.
In this regard, 

general masses 
were made aware 
about personal 
hygiene, commu-
nity sanitation 
and use of  sanitary 
latrines.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Presi-
dent MC, Poonch, 
Sunil Sharma 
said that each 
and every citizen 
should spread the 
message of  clean-
liness among  own 
family  and the res-
idents in his neigh-
bourhood. He said 
this mission needs 
people’s support 
and cooperation to 
achieve its targets.

P r o m i n e n t 
among others who 
spoke on the occa-
sion were Councilor W. No. 
7, Naresh Chander.  He said 
that it was the duty of  every 
citizen of  the country to 
work to make India clean. He 
urged the gathering to prac-
tice the habits of  personal 
hygiene like cutting of  nails, 

washing of  hands before 
eating and after defecation. 
He further said that unless 
we ourselves learn the habits 
of  keeping the surrounding 
clean, others cannot mend 
their wrong habits of  spread-
ing dirt here and there.

EO, MC, Poonch, 
Varinderpal Singh, 
was of  the view that 
common people 
have improved a lot 
on their part.

After the begin-
ning of  Swachh 
Bharat Mission 
many people have 
become conscious 
about cleanliness. 
But a lot needs to be 
done. He appreciat-
ed the efforts of  the 
CBC, Poonch(J&K) 
for organizing an 
awareness pro-
gramme at Poonch. 
He further added 
that such pro-
grammes from 
time to time keep 
masses concerned 
and linked to clean-
liness habits, other-
wise with passage 
of  time common 

people are likely to become 
lethargic towards their 
responsibilities and duties  
for keeping the  nation clean.

Officials from Central 
Bureau Of  Communication 
also addressed the gather-
ing and enlightened the 

participants about working 
and organization of  Central 
Bureau of  Communication. 
They explained the benefits 
of  compost pit and 3-Rs viz. 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 
They urged the masses to 
refrain from open defeca-
tion & informed them about 
the provision of  incentives 
for any household interested 
in building IHHL. They also 
informed them that in case 
of  lack of  space in houses 
for IHHL people can get the 
benefits of  Community Toi-
lets through Urban Local 
Bodies or Rural Develop-
ment Department.

In order to motivate the 
general masses to avoid 
throwing garbage in the 
open, CBC Poonch provided 
dustbins to 30 families for 
disposing off  the domestic 
waste at the proper place and 
about 75 families were given 
Jute bags to encourage them 
to avoid use of  polythene 
bags. A ‘Shramdaan activity’ 
(cleanliness drive) was also 
organized by CBC Poonch 
to encourage locals to keep 
their surroundings clean in 
which local leaders led the 
people in cleanliness drives.

National Dance, Singing 

Championship 2023 held in Katra
DDC Chairman Reasi felicitates winners

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATRA: District Develop-
ment Council Chairman 
Reasi, Saraf  Singh Nag 
Friday inaugurated the 
National Dance, Acting and 
Singing Championship 2023 
here at Katra.

Performing Arts Associa-
tion of  J&K, run by Harman 
Cultural And Educational 
Society, Jammu has orga-
nized the National Level 
Competition “National 
Dance/ Acting/ Singing 
Championship 2022-23” at 
Spiritual Growth Centre 
Auditorium, Katra.

About 120 children and 
youth from 21 states and 
UTs of  India including J&K 
participated and exhibited 
their talents in dance, acting 
and singing.

On the occasion, a 
number of  dignitaries were 
present and enjoyed the 
beautiful performances of  
children and youth.

Rajnikant Thakur, 
National Secretary, PAAI 
and President, Dance Sports 

Association Bharat was 
present as Celebrity Guest 
alongwith  Sandeep Mehra, 
President , Muskaan Chari-
table Trust  was present as 
Special Guest along with 
Shiv Kumar Sharma Presi-
dent Kreeda Bharti JK.

The event began with 
lighting of  the traditional 
lamp by the Chief  Guest and 
other dignitaries present on 
the occasion.

The children presented 
mesmerizing performances 
which were entertaining 
and enjoyed by the guests 
and audience present on the 
occasion.

The competition was 
judged by a panel of  quali-
fied judges. The best per-
formers were felicitated by 
Chief  Guest and by other 
dignitaries with certificates 
and medals (Gold, Silver or 
Bronze) on the basis of  their 
performance.

Sardar Tajinder Singh, 
President, Harman Cultural 
And Educational Society, 
Gurvinder Kour, General 
Secretary( HCES), Technical 
Secretary, Performing Arts 
Association honoured the 
Chief  Guest and dignitaries 
present on the occasion.

The team of  performing 

art unit of  J&K comprising 
Akash Sky, District Jammu 
incharge, Chandan Mandal, 
district Kathua incharge, 
Vaniket Kumar, district 
Samba incharge, Farooq 
Armaan, district Bhader-
wah incharge, Anil Sharma, 
district Udhampur incharge, 
Nitin Sanotra, Coordinator, 
Jammu, V. J, Director (VJ 
dance academy), Harsheen 
Kour and Harshleen Kour 
and Preeti Langeh were also 
present on the occasion.

The anchoring was 
done by renowned anchor 
of  Jammu and Kashmir, 
Rajni Sharma. The audi-
ence present on the occa-
sion encouraged the par-
ticipants and enjoyed their 
brilliance in dance/singing/
acting categories. Harman 
Cultural And Educational 
Society(regd.), Jammu has 
organized various events in 
past years and continuing 
with its endeavour orga-
nized the event at the prem-
ises of  Spiritual Growth 
Centre auditorium, Shrine 
Board, Katra, J&K.

Chairperson DDC distributes 149 
solar lights in  Block Parlidhar

Indian Army organises skill development camp, 
distributes sewing machines in Gool

DC Kathua reviews 
functioning of Revenue 
Department
Distributes Tablets among officials

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KATHUA: Deputy Com-
missioner Kathua, Rahul 
Pandey chaired a meeting 
of  Revenue officers to dis-
cuss revenue matters here 
in the Conference Hall 
of  the DC office complex 
Friday.

 At the outset, the DC 
took detailed review of  the 
ongoing anti-encroachment 
drive being carried out by 
the district administration. 
He laid emphasis on strict 
execution of  the eviction 
plan and furnishing of  a 
report regarding removal 
of  encroachments on a 
daily basis.

 While reviewing the 
status of  SWAMITVA 
scheme, the DC exhorted 
the revenue officials to speed 
up the mapping process of  
the revenue villages besides 
expediting the digitization 
process of  revenue records 
within the set timelines.

 The DC also directed the 
revenue officials to iden-
tify lands in their respec-
tive tehsils for creation 
of  assets for the revenue 
department.

On the issue of  appoint-
ment of  Lambardars, 

Chowkidars, the DC called 
upon the Tehsildars to 
exercise due care in the 
appointment process by 
ascertaining their charac-
ter antecedents.

Regarding the Revenue 
Court Cases Monitoring 
System (RCCMS), the DC 
stressed upon revenue 
officers to dispose of  the 
pending matters on prior-
ity besides uploading their 
updated status on the pre-
scribed portal regularly.

 The meeting also dis-
cussed other revenue mat-
ters  such as digitisation of  
cadastral maps,  status of  
eviction of Roshni land, land 
acquisition cases, change 
of  land use cases, wherein 
thrust was laid on regular 
monitoring and reporting 
besides furnishing of  action 
taken reports at the district 
headquarters.

The DC also gave away 
Tablets among the revenue 
officials on the occasion 
and urged them to make 
best use of  these gadgets in 
public interest.

 ADC Kathua, ACR 
Kathua, SDM Hiranagar, 
Tehsildars and other Rev-
enue Officers attended the 
meeting. 

GMK NEWS NETWORK

UDHAMPUR: Chairper-
son DDC Udhampur, Lal 
Chand distributed 149 Solar 
Lights among the residents 
of  Panchayat Blandh and 
Panchayat Dhanwalt of  
Block Parlidhar Under the 
Green India Mission.

DDC Ramnagar, Mool 
Raj; Chairperson BDC Par-
lidhar  Neelam Devi; DFO 
Ramnagar, Kuldeep Kumar 
were also present. The mis-
sion aims to provide sustain-
able and eco-friendly solu-
tions to the energy needs of  
rural communities.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairperson DDC 
Udhampur said, "We are 
committed to leave a posi-
tive impact on the environ-
ment and to improve the 
lives of  rural communi-
ties. The distribution of  
solar lights is an important 
step towards a greener and 

more sustainable future."
The distribution of  solar 

lights is part of  a larger 
effort to promote renew-
able energy and reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels. 
The initiative will also help 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and contribute 
to a healthier environment.

More such solar lights 
will be distributed to fami-
lies in rural areas in near 
future. The initiative will 
provide access to clean and 
sustainable energy for those 
who need it most, helping to 
improve their quality of  life 
and support local economic 
development.

Among others, DDC Ram-
nagar Mool Raj, Chairper-
son BDC Parlidhar,  Neelam 
Devi, DFO Ramnagar Kul-
deep Kumar, Sarpanch 
Blandh, Girdhari Lal, Sar-
panch Dhanwalt Balwan 
Singh, PRI Members and 
locals were present.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAMBAN: Indian Army 
organised tailoring cadre 
camp on the theme of  "Women 
Empowerment"  under Sadhb-
havna in far- flung area Kali-
masta of  Sub Division Gool 
of  district Ramban, besides 
distributed sewing machines 
among women of  the area to 
equip them with necessary 
skills and equipments.

The event was graced by 
the Member, District Develop-
ment Council, Ramban, Sakhi 

Mohammad and officials from 
civil administration.

The aim of  the project was to 
get local women into the devel-
opment of  the nation through 
skill development and provide 
employment opportunities to 

them. The project was culmi-
nated by distribution of  sewing 
machines and an awareness lec-
ture about various Government 
schemes for women.

The project includes Tailor-
ing Cadre for seven days for 

25 selected needy women with 
the help of  an instructor was 
started on 17th January, 2023, 
wherein ladies were taught 
basic skills of  stitching, modi-
fication and repair of  dresses.

The project would assist 
local women to become self-
reliant and contribute finan-
cially towards the progress of  
their family. The event would 
go a long way in winning 
hearts and minds of  the local 
populace and strengthening 
the bond between the Indian 
Army and Awam.

Ramban administration 
retrieves 737 Kanal state land, 
demolishes illegal structures

GMK NEWS NETWORK

RAMBAN: The district 
administration Ramban, 
in continuation of  anti-
encroachment drive, Friday 
retrieved more than 737 
Kanal State land across 
eight Tehsils of  the district.

In a joint anti encroach-
ment drive, the Revenue 
Officers and Police retrieved 
the state land measuring 
225 Kanal in Tehsil Ramban 
besides demolishing illegal 
structures.

As many as 210 Kanal state 
land was vacated in tehsil 
Pogal-Paristan (Ukhral) 
during a joint anti encroach-
ment drive by different 
enforcement departments.

As per the Revenue 
Department, the teams 
of  officers and officials 
demolished illegal struc-
tures built on state land and 
retrieved 96 Kanal in Khari, 
120 Kanal in Ramsoo, 50 
Kanal in Rajgarh, 14 Kanal 
in Banihal and 22 Kanal in 
Batote.

Jammu Administration retrieves 
130 Kanal prime state land

GMK NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: In continuation 
to anti-encroachment drive, 
the District Administration 
Jammu Friday retrieved 
prime state land  measur-
ing 5 kanal 02 marla at vil-
lage Deeli  during an evic-
tion cum demolition drive.

The state land was 
encroached by a prominent 
media house and business-
man which was retrieved 
by the administration. 
The boundary walls of  
the encroached land were 
demolished and state land 

board was also installed on 
the site.

In another anti encroach-
ment drive, the district 
administration retrieved 
state land measuring 100 
kanal at village Palwan, 
Akhnoor.

Similarly, revenue offi-
cers along with police and 
other concerned officials 
retrieved prime state land 
measuring 23 kanal 13 marla 
in village Partap Singh Pura 
Tehsil Bishnah. State land 
board was also installed on 
the retrieved land during the 
eviction drive.
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We are fully supportive of Sri 
Lanka's democracy, stability, 
economic recovery: India

Day is not far when AFSPA will be 

revoked in Assam: Shah

UNI

NEW DELHI: Amid the 
political turbulence in 
southern neighbour Sri 
Lanka, India on Tuesday 
said that it is “fully support-
ive of  its democracy, stabil-
ity and economic recovery” 
and that New Delhi “will 
always be guided by the best 
interests of  the people of  Sri 
Lanka expressed through 
democratic processes”.

 Ministry of  External 
Affairs spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi, in a statement 
in response to media que-
ries on the developments 
in Sri Lanka, also said that 
India has extended over 
USD 3.5 billion worth assis-
tance to Sri Lanka as part of  
its neighbourhood policy to 
help the island nation tackle 
its food and fuel shortage.

The statement read: "As 
a close neighbour of  Sri 
Lanka, with historical ties, 
India is fully supportive 
of  its democracy, stability 
and economic recovery. “In 
keeping with our Neigh-
bourhood First policy, India 

has extended this year alone 
support worth over US$ 3.5 
billion to the people of  Sri 
Lanka for helping them 
overcome their current dif-
ficulties.

 “In addition, the people 
of  India have provided 
assistance for mitigating 
the shortages of  essential 
items such as food, medicine 
etc. “India will always be 
guided by the best interests 

of  the people of  Sri Lanka 
expressed through demo-
cratic processes.”

On Monday, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa stepped down as 
Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
following weeks of  public 
protests. The day saw vio-
lence break out in the 
island nation as support-
ers of  Mahinda Rajapaksa 
attacked the anti-govern-
ment protesters, leading to 

injuries to many.
Later in the evening, 

protesters set ablaze the 
properties of  several ruling 
party MPs as well as a house 
belonging to Mahinda Raj-
apaksa. Sri Lanka is going 
through its worst economic 
crisis that has led to acute 
food and fuel shortages, that 
in turn triggered massive 
public protests and demands 
that the Rajapaksas go.

AGENCIES

GUWAHATI: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Tuesday said that with the 
improved law and order 
situation, the day is not 
far when AFSPA will be 
revoked in Assam.

The Home Minister had 
on March 31 announced to 
reduce the disturbed areas 
under the Armed Forces 
(Special Power) Act, 1958 
(AFSPA) in three north-
eastern states - Assam, 
Nagaland and Manipur. 
The AFSPA is in force in 
Assam since 1990 and as 
per the Centre's announce-
ment, it was removed com-
pletely from 23 districts and 
it would remain enforced in 
9 districts and one sub-divi-
sion in Assam with effect 
from April 1.

After presenting the 
President's Colour to the 
Assam Police at a ceremo-
ny here, the Home Minister 
said that due to the con-
stant efforts of  the Centre 
and Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, almost all 
the extremist outfits have 
entered into peace agree-
ments and surrendered 
before the government. He 
said that the surrendered 
militants are being jointly 

rehabilitated by the central 
and state governments.

Highlighting the glorious 
history and achievements 
of  Assam police, Shah said 
that besides militancy, 
the Assam police during 
the past several decades 
has successfully tackled 
infiltration, border issues, 
drug peddling, smuggling 
of  arms, cattle and other 
contraband, poaching of  
rhinos, human trafficking 
and several other social 
issues.

He said, "During the 
Bangladesh liberation 
war in 1971 and com-
munal riots, the Assam 
police performed bril-
liantly and courageous-
ly." Shah said that when 
India got Independence, 
there were 8,000 Assam 
policemen and now their 
strength has increased 
to 70,000.  During the 
past seven decades, 886 
Assam policemen were 
martyred. "Assam police 
also very tactfully dealt 

with the inter-state prob-
lems," Shah added.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Assam Chief  Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma 
urged the police to work 
for the weaker sections of  
the society and appreciated 
their efforts in the decline 
of  militant activities in the 
state. "Hundreds of  cadres 
of  the eight militant groups 
have joined the mainstream 
and another 13 outfits are 
in dialogue with the govern-
ment," Sarma said.

UP govt to modernise over 

2,000 rice mills

Notify MP local 
body polls in 2 
weeks: SC

Launcher for attack on 

intel HQs recovered: 

Punjab Police
AGENCIES

CHANDIGARH:  The 
Punjab Police said on Tues-
day evening that as part of  
the investigation into the 
rocket attack on the head-
quarters of  its intelligence 
wing in Mohali, a number of  
suspects have been rounded 
up and questioned.

The launcher used in the 
attack has been recovered 
and all leads developed in 
the case are being pursued 
meticulously, an official 
statement said.

Taking cognisance of  the 
attack in Mohali on Monday 
night, Chief  Minister Bhag-
want Mann earlier in the 
day directed the Director 
General of  Police (DGP) to 
probe the entire incident 
thoroughly so as to get to 
the bottom of  the case.

Chairing a high-level 
meeting of  senior police offi-

cers, Mann said that nobody 
would be allowed to disturb 
the peaceful atmosphere of  
the state, adding that a few 
inimical forces are constant-
ly trying to foment trouble 
across the state, who will 
never succeed in their nefari-
ous designs.

Meanwhile, the DGP 
apprised the Chief  Minis-
ter that a few suspects have 
been taken into custody 

for interrogation so as to 
enable the police strike at 
the roots of  the unsavoury 
incident.

The Chief  Minister said 
the culprits behind this inci-
dent would be soon brought 
to book and handed down 
an exemplary punishment 
as a deterrent for other 
such anti-social elements 
to not commit such heinous 
crimes in the future.

UNI

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday told the 
Election Commission in 
Madhya Pradesh to notify the 
schedule for local body elec-
tions within two weeks with-
out reservation for OBCs.

The pro-OBC (Other 
Backward Class) parties 
are free to nominate OBC 
candidates for general cat-
egory seats, a Bench headed 
by Justice A M Khanwilkar 
said. The court directed 
the Madhya Pradesh State 
Election Commission to 
conduct the elections in 
around 23,000 seats.

 "For triple test compli-
ance. People must be gov-
erned by newly elected 
representatives, no provi-
sion for OBC as of  now, 
need notification. "Pro-
OBC parties are free to 
nominate OBC candidates 
for general category seats. 

Process of  delimitation 
and triple test compliance 
is complex, time consuming 
but conduct of  new polls is 
explicitly provided for.

 "Former need not detain 
the pending polls," the 
Supreme Court said. The 
apex court passed the order 
in the case of  pending local 
body polls in Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh.

 "We will be tagging both 
matters for further hear-
ing," the bench said.

It said all are obliged to 
have newly elected mem-
bers in all bodies before the 
five-year term ends. The 
incumbents cannot continue 
beyond six months beyond 
their tenure. The court 
asked the Election Commis-
sion to notify the elections 
in future well in time and 
warned that otherwise it 
will defeat the Constitution-
al mandate and go against 
local body governance.

AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: In a first, the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
will undertake the task of  
modernising over 2,000 rice 
mills across the states to 
ensure quality- control, so 
that the finished rice fetches 
a better price. The move is 
aimed at achieving the state 
government's goal of  self-suf-
ficiency in food and nutrition 
security, employment cre-
ation, and wealth generation.

According to Sorabh 
Babu, Commissioner, Food 
and Civil Supplies, the pri-
vate rice mills will be mod-
ernised and, in this regard, 
some mandatory provisions 
will be made by the govern-
ment. The department will 
soon hold a meeting with the 
UP Rice Millers Association 
and millers to encourage 
them toward the same.

Rice milling is the oldest 
and the largest agro-process-
ing industry in the country.

There are about 757 large 
mills having a milling capac-

ity of  4 tonnes per hour or 
more in the state, while the 
number of  smaller units is 
about 1,157 having less than 4 
MT per hour milling capacity.

The smaller scale mills 
are equipped with the tradi-
tional machine due to which 
the quality of  rice deterio-
rates and does not fulfill the 
norms and standards of  FCI 
(Food Corporation of  India).

With the upgradation of  
machinery, capacity build-
ing, and use of  modern tech-
nology, the government aims 

to produce high-quality rice.
For this purpose, the 

Department of  Food and 
Civil Supplies will motivate 
the rice millers and engage 
them in use of  technology. 
The government will soon 
set criteria in which empan-
elment of  those rice mills 
will be considered that use 
new machinery.

The government will not 
provide any funding for the 
same, but the rice millers will 
be suggested to take loans 
through MSMEs.

Cyclone Asani: Heavy rains in 

Chennai, 10 flights cancelled
AGENCIES

CHENNAI: With severe 
cyclonic storm 'Asani' near-
ing the Andhra Pradesh 
coast, heavy rains lashed 
Chennai and its suburbs on 
Tuesday.

Asani is expected to touch 
the shores on Wednesday.

Ten flights from the 
Chennai airport were can-
celled, including to from 
Jaipur, Visakhapatnam, 
Mumbai and Hyderabad, 
due to the heavy downpour.

Koyambedu, Anna Nagar, 
Choolaimedu and Nungam-
bakkam areas in Chennai are 
facing heavy rains and the 
suburbs of  the city like Alan-
dur, Madipakkam, Poona-
malle, Maduravoyal and 
Meenambakkam are record-
ing steady rains. Pammal 
area near the airport is also 
receiving heavy rains.

The India Meteorological 
Department has forecasted 

thunderstorms with light 
to moderate rains at Tir-
uppur, Coimbatore, Chen-
nai, Puducherry and other 
northern parts of  Tamil 
Nadu in the next few hours.

The Indian Coast Guard 
has already deployed 'ICGS 
Shaurya' and 'ICGS Sagar' 
for any contingency, includ-

ing rescue operations post-
landfall of  Cyclone Asani.

The Coast Guard has 
issued a safety advisory 
to ships and oil handling 
agencies for preventive 
measures.

Suburban train services in 
Chennai and suburbs were 
affected following the heavy 

rains as an object swept by 
the wind got entangled on the 
overhead power cable.

The Southern Railway 
in a statement on Tuesday 
said this external object 
that was swept in on the 
overhead power cable has 
been removed and services 
resumed.

BJP writes to 

NDMC to change 

names of Humayun 

Road, Akbar Road
UNI

NEW DELHI: Delhi BJP 
president Adesh Gupta on 
Tuesday urged the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) to rename roads, 
including Akbar Road 
after great personalities, 
stating that these were 
symbols of  slavery.

 In a letter addressed 
to the NDMC Chairman, 
Gupta proposed to change 
the name of  Tughlaq 
Road to Guru Gobind 
Singh Marg, Aurangzeb 
Lane to APJ Abdul Kalam 
Lane, Babar Lane to 
Khudiram Bose Lane, as 
per a copy of  the letter 
shared by him on social 
media.

Among others, Huma-

yun Road to Mahari-
shi Valmiki Road and 
Shahjahan Road to Gen-
eral Bipin Singh Rawat 
Road. Gupta's letter 
to NDMC comes days 
after he sent a memo-
randum to Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, requesting him 
to rename 40 villages 
in the national capital 
after great personalities 
from different walks of  
life.

 "We are now celebrat-
ing 75th year of  our free-
dom as 'Amrit Mahotsav' 
and in such a scenario, no 
Delhiite wants a symbol 
of  slavery in the national 
capital, including people 
from these villages," he 
had said.

PM condoles death 
of Pandit Shivkumar

PM pays homage to the 
heroes of 1857 mutiny

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday expressed deep 
grief  over the demise of  
noted Santoor maestro 
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma.

"Our cultural world is 
poorer with the demise of  
Pandit Shivkumar Sharm-
aji. He popularised the 
Santoor at a global level. 
His music will continue to 
enthral the coming genera-
tions. I fondly remember 
my interactions with him. 
Condolences to his family 

and admirers. Om Shanti," 
he tweeted.

 Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla too expressed grief, 
saying Pandit Sharma 
introduced to the world a 
rich culture and glorious 
tradition of  India. The Hin-
dustani classical musician 
and composer of  many Bol-
lywood film soundtracks is 
credited with popularising 
the Santoor globally.

 He died at age 84 in 
Mumbai. He was reportedly 
suffering from kidney relat-
ed ailments for the past few 
months.

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday paid homage 
to all those who were a 
part of  the events of  1857 
mutiny for their outstand-
ing courage.

 "On this day in 1857 
began the historic First 
War of  Independence, 
which ignited a spirit of  
patriotism among our 
fellow citizens and contrib-
uted to the weakening of  
colonial rule. I pay homage 
to all those who were a part 
of  the events of  1857 for 
their outstanding courage," 
he said in a tweet.

The Indian Mutiny of  
1857-59 was a widespread 
but unsuccessful rebellion 
against the rule of  British 
East India Company in 
India which functioned 
as a sovereign power 
on behalf  of  the Brit-
ish crown. It began as a 
revolt of  the sepoys of  the 
British East India Compa-
ny's army but eventually 
secured the participation 
of  the masses.

The revolt is known 
by several names like the 
Indian Mutiny, the Great 
Rebellion, the Revolt of  
1857, the Indian Insurrec-
tion and the First War of  
Independence etc.

Bengal govt should not discriminate among victims of violence: Dhankhar
AGENCIES

KOLKATA: West Bengal Gover-
nor Jagdeep Dhankhar said on 
Tuesday that the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC)-led state government 
should not discriminate among 
victims of  violence in different 
parts of  the state.

Speaking on the issue of  dis-
crimination among victims of  
violence, Dhankhar referred to 

the state government providing 
compensation to the family of  the 
victims killed in the Bogtui mas-
sacre on March 21, 2022.

"The family members of  each of  
the victims of  the Bogtui massa-
cre were given a compensation of  
Rs 5,00,000. However, the victims 
of  violence in other parts of  the 
state are not getting such 'healing 
touch'. The government should 
operate above political identities 

since that will malign the image 
of  the state," the Governor told 
mediapersons after meeting the 
state BJP delegation, who were 
accompanied by family members 
of  the victims of  the 2021 post-poll 
violence in the state.

Alleging that the family mem-
bers of  those killed in the post-poll 
violence are not getting justice, 
Dhankhar said he would take up the 
matter with the state government.

He also interacted with the 
family members of  the victims of  
the post-poll violence.

Earlier, the Leader of  Oppo-
sition in the state Assembly, 
Suvendu Adhikari submitted a 
memorandum to the West Bengal 
Governor. State BJP President 
and MP, Sukanta Majumdar and 
BJP's National Vice-President, 
Dilip Ghosh were also present on 
the occasion.

TMC's state General Secretary 
and spokesman, Kunal Ghosh said 
Dhankhar is misusing and giving a 
bad name to the Governor's chair.

"How could he allow the prem-
ises of  the Governor House to be a 
rally venue for a particular party. 
The BJP leaders who went there 
are all isolated from the masses 
and hence they have no other 
option but to use the Governor 
House for publicity," Ghosh added.

Jaishankar’s Sri Lanka visit 
a harbinger of positive 
developments for island nation
COLOMBO:  External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar’s visit to Sri Lanka is 
being seen as a harbinger of 
positive developments and 
an improved economic and 
financial situation for the 
island nation.

Jaishankar during his 
visit to Sri Lanka reas-
serted India’s pursuit of 
the ‘Neighbourhood First’ 
policy and the belief in not 
leaving a partner in adver-
sity to fend for themselves.

Sri Lanka is currently 
facing a severe economic 
and financial crisis, the 
worst in the country since 
its independence from 
Great Britain in 1948.

The Sri Lankan economy 
plunged into crisis, with a 
high rate of inflation, a 
shortage of essential com-
modities including fuel and 
medicines, and a depleted 
foreign exchange reserve 
insufficient for import 
cover of even a few weeks.

India, in such devastat-
ing times for Sri Lanka, 
played the role of a good 
neighbour by helping the 
country in face of the crisis. 
India provided Sri Lanka 
with a credit line of USD 4 
billion to overcome imme-
diate and urgent needs 
such as that of payment for 
essential commodities, med-

icines, fuel and food items.
Jaishankar was on an 

official visit to Sri Lanka 
from January 19 to 20.

Jaishankar during his 
visit to Sri Lanka said India 
did not wait for others but 
as a trustworthy partner, 
promptly completed Sri 
Lanka’s debt restructuring 
task. India’s promptness is 
in stark contrast to China’s 
stance which is dragging 
its feet on giving financial 
assurances to the IMF for 
Sri Lanka’s debt restructur-
ing programme.

The Minister pointed 
towards the need to boost 
ties between India and 
Sri Lanka in the fields of 
energy, trade and invest-
ment to help Sri Lanka 
recover faster. He said that 

more measures should be 
taken to make Sri Lanka’s 
tourism industry more 
sustainable, such as by 
strengthening connectivity, 
encouraging Indian tourists 
to make RuPay payments 
and utilising UPI.

The External Affairs 
Minister during the visit, 
finalised an MoU for the 
implementation of High 
Impact Community Devel-
opment projects, focussing 
on socio-economic develop-
ment, infrastructure, health 
and education in Sri Lanka.

The visit brings positive 
signs for Sri Lanka’s path 
towards economic recovery 
as well as a further strength-
ening of ties between the 
two countries.

Jaishankar, during his 

visit to Sri Lanka, expressed 
India’s solidarity with the 
country and said that New 
Delhi would encourage 
more significant invest-
ments in the Sri Lankan 
economy, especially in the 
core areas like energy, tour-
ism and infrastructure.

Addressing a press confer-
ence alongside Sri Lankan 
Foreign Minister, Ali Sabry, 
Jaishankar stated that India 
counts on the Government of 
Sri Lanka to provide a more 
business-friendly environ-
ment to create a powerful pull 
factor, as he expressed con-
fidence in the policymakers.

“India will encourage 
greater investments in the 
Sri Lankan economy, espe-
cially in the core areas like 
energy, tourism and infra-
structure. We count on the 
Government of Sri Lanka 
to provide a more busi-
ness-friendly environment 
to create a powerful pull 
factor. I am confident that 
the gravity of the situation 
is realized by policymakers 
here,” Jaishankar said.

He stated that both sides 
have agreed in principle on 
renewable energy coopera-
tion, as he underscored that 
Trincomalee can emerge as 
an energy hub during his 
address.(MILAP NEWS 
NETWORK)

Pakistan only made cosmetic reforms 
in name of political empowerment
ROME: In the last five years, there 
is a visible change in the nature of 
protests in Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir ( PoK ).

Today, the emphasis has shifted 
from administrative grievances 
towards more important questions of 
identity and comparisons with better 
conditions in Jammu and Kashmir, 
writes Di Giordano Lavoratore in 
Criminalita e Giustizia.

Lately, there have been reports that 
wheat subsidy and quota allocated to 
the region may be withdrawn, further-
ing the anxiety among locals. In the 
winter of 2017, GB witnessed similar 
protests demanding the withdrawal of 
taxes announced by the government.

Pakistan is passing through a 
severe economic crisis and it is left 
with no other option other than 
curbing subsidies and raising rev-
enue even from the areas that have 
remained at the margin ever since its 
inception.

However, in the last six months, 
both Gilgit Baltistan and PoK wit-
nessed violent protests, this time tar-
geting the Pakistan Army. The latest 
incident took place in December 2022, 
when locals in Gilgit protested unfair 
taxation and land-grabbing efforts by 
the state.

Protests were staged by affectees 
of the Diamer Bhasha Dam project 
who are yet to receive compensation 
for their lands/properties acquired 
by the government, reported Crimi-
nalita e Giustizia.

Ever since the army's interfer-
ence in national politics came under 
severe criticism after Imran Khan's 
recent ouster, simultaneous ques-
tions were raised on its seriousness 
about Kashmir.

In recent years, the Pakistan Army 
and paramilitary forces have illegally 
occupied land in the following places 
in Gilgit, namely, Sakwar, Maqpondas 
Naltar and Danyore-Oshkandas junc-
tion. When the people of Gilgit Baltis-
tan revolted against the government 
in freezing winters, pro-Pakistan 
handled trended details of the winter 
sports festivals in Gilgit to prevent 
international attention.

The state's standard response to 

rising nationalist sentiment was that 
of imposing repressive colonial mea-
sures by invoking Schedule 4 of the 
Anti-terror Act.

Since the Pakistani media refuses 
to report on the prevailing challenges 
in the region, the Pakistani govern-
ment's response to developments in 
the region is mostly determined by the 
magnitude of coverage by the Indian 
media, reported Criminalita e Giustiz-
ia. (MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

US, India expand defence cooperation under iCET
WASHINGTON: US and India 
expanded their defence cooper-
ation under the inaugural US-
India initiative on Critical and 
Emerging Technology (iCET).

United States Principal 
Deputy Secretary Vedant 
Patel addressing a briefing on 
Wednesday (local time) said, 
“We also expanded our defence 
cooperation with joint develop-
ment and production, and this 
will focus on projects related to 
jet engines, munition-related 
technologies, and other sys-
tems,” in reply to question on 
US and India agreeing to coop-
erate in advanced technology, 
including in the military field.

The iCET was announced in 
May 2022 to elevate and expand 
the strategic technology part-
nership and defence industrial 
cooperation between the gov-
ernments, businesses, and aca-
demic institutions of the two 
countries.

“National Security Advi-
sor Doval in Washington, he 
had the opportunity to, with 
National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan, to kick off the 
inaugural US-India initiative 
on Critical and Emerging Tech-
nology, which will elevate and 

expand our strategic technol-
ogy partnership and defense 
industrial cooperation,” said 
Patel.

NSA Ajit Doval was on an 
official visit to Washington 
from January 30-February 1. 
He was accompanied by senior 
government officials and lead-
ers of Indian industry.

“The two sides discussed 
opportunities for greater coop-
eration in critical and emerg-
ing technologies, co-develop-
ment and co-production, and 
ways to deepen connectivity 
across our innovation ecosys-
tems,” said Patel.

During his visit, both 
nations agreed to maintain 
sustained attention to achieve 
outcome-oriented deliverables 
within definitive timelines, the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
said in a press release.

The NSA interacted with 
US policymakers and stake-
holders across government, 
Congress, business, academic 
and research communities on a 
range of bilateral, regional and 
global issues of mutual inter-
est, it said.

Apart from his meeting with 
US NSA Jake Sullivan, Doval 

held a meeting with Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
General Mark Milley, Acting 
Secretary of Defense Kathleen 
Hicks, key Senators and indus-
try leaders.

Doval and Sullivan co-
chaired the inaugural meeting 
of iCET at the White House on 
January 31.

iCET aims to position the 

two countries as trusted tech-
nology partners by building 
technology value chains and 
supporting the co-development 
and co-production of items. It 
also aims to address regulatory 
restrictions, export controls 
and mobility barriers through 
a standing mechanism.

The US side has assured sup-
port to ease export barriers to 

India in a few critical areas, 
including through efforts 
towards legislative changes. 
At the launch, emphasis was 
placed on strengthening link-
ages between the startup eco-
systems and building inno-
vation bridges in key sectors 
between the two countries, 
through expos, hackathons 
and pitching sessions, as per 

the press release.
Considering the importance 

of quantum technologies, the 
two sides established a quan-
tum coordination mechanism 
with participation from indus-
try and academia, the Minis-
try of External Affairs said in 
the press release. In the field 
of semiconductors, the US 
supported the development 
of a fabrication ecosystem in 
India and encouraged joint 
ventures and partnerships for 
mature technology nodes and 
advanced packaging.

It was agreed to constitute 
a task force involving India’s 
Semiconductor Mission, India 
Electronics Semiconductor 
Association (IESA) and the 
US Semiconductor Industry 
Association (SIA) to develop 
a “readiness assessment” to 
identify near-term opportuni-
ties and facilitate longer-term 
development of semiconductor 
ecosystems, according to the 
press release.

In the defence manufactur-
ing sector, India and US agreed 
to focus on joint production of 
key items of mutual interest. 
The US committed to an expe-
ditious review of the license 

application submitted by M/s 
General Electric to produce 
jet engines in India for the 
indigenously manufactured 
Light Combat Aircraft. A new 
Innovation Bridge will be 
established to connect defence 
startups on both sides.

In the field of space, there 
was an appreciation of the 
opportunities offered by the 
opening up of India’s space 
sector and the contribution of 
India’s space tech companies 
to the United States. Both sides 
agreed that ISRO will work 
with NASA on human space 
flight opportunities, NASA’s 
Commercial Lunar Payload 
Services (CLPS) project and 
STEM talent exchanges. India 
and US agreed to launch a pub-
lic-private dialogue covering 
5G/6G and ORAN using trusted 
sources.

During the iCET launch, a 
new Implementation Arrange-
ment between the Department 
of Science and Technology of 
India and the National Sci-
ence Foundation of the US was 
signed by the Ambassador and 
NSF Director in the presence 
of Doval and Sullivan. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)

China’ aggression against India, 
Taiwan ‘unacceptable’, Republican 
lawmakers urge Blinken to say

Balochistan faces 
severe financial crisis

US military to have access to Philippines 
defence bases to counter China in SCS

WASHINGTON: Several 
Republican lawmakers on 
Wednesday urged US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
to hold China accountable for 
its human rights abuses and to 
tell Beijing that their 
provocative aggres-
sion against Taiwan 
and India is ‘unac-
ceptable’.

Calling the Chi-
nese Communist 
Party the “worst 
offender of human 
rights”, Senator 
Marco Rubio with 
other colleagues in a letter for 
Blinken and Secretary of the 
Treasury Janet Yellen, said 
that both Biden and Trump 
administrations have deter-
mined that Beijing’s actions 
against Uyghurs, and other 
predominantly Muslim ethnic 
groups, in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region (XUAR)  
including its system of mass 
surveillance and internment, 
denial of individuals’ rights to 
practice their religion peace-
fully, and use of forced labour, 
sexual violence, forced abor-
tion, and forced sterilization 
of women  constitute genocide 
and crimes against humanity, 
according to the letter avail-
able on Senator Marco Rubio’s 
website.

The CCP continues denying 
basic human rights to other 
groups the regime deems a 
threat, such as Tibetans, 
Christians, and Falun Gong 
practitioners. The letter fur-

ther stated that the CCP has 
already stepped up its aggres-
sion in the Indo-Pacific region 
and beyond.

Recalling Biden Adminis-
tration’s National Security 
Strategy’s terming PRC as 
the only competitor with the 
intent to reshape the interna-
tional order, the letter read, 
“Indeed, General Secretary Xi 
Jinping stated in his 20th Party 
Congress report that the CCP 
has shown a fighting spirit and 
a firm determination to never 
yield to coercive power. As we 
have seen recently, General 
Secretary Xi has engaged in 
unacceptable and provoca-
tive behaviour in the Taiwan 
strait and along the Himalayan 
border with India.”

“Beyond the Indo-Pacific, 
the CCP has stood up ‘police’ 
offices and intelligence col-
lection outposts in the United 
States, Japan, and throughout 
Europe to suppress dissidents 

and keep tabs on those 
who Beijing deems a 
threat. It is evident 
that General Secre-
tary Xi is determined 
to use coercion and 
aggression against the 
US and our allies and 
partners to achieve 
his geopolitical goals. 
Deterring the CCP 

from achieving these goals, 
therefore, must be our top pri-
ority,” it added. Blinken and 
Yellen are travelling to China.

Chinese Communist Party 
General Secretary Xi Jinping 
has launched a charm offen-
sive as the Biden administra-
tion struggles to formulate an 
adequate strategy to deal with 
Beijing, the letter read further.

Several Republican law-
makers urged Blinken and 
Yellen to use this visit to 
impress the aforementioned 
points upon the PRC counter-
parts, as well as convey that 
the “US will no longer tolerate 
such abuses against American 
citizens, American businesses, 
and American allies.” (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)

BALOCHISTAN: Balo-
chistan’s economic crisis 
only tends to get worse with 
every passing day as the 
province in the past three 
months has not received 
its share of for rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction 
of infrastructure in flood-
ravaged regions, the Dawn 
reported.

According to Chief Min-
ister Mir Abdul Qudoos 
Bizenjo and Finance Minis-
ter Zamrak Khan Piralizai, 
who have time and again 
drawn attention to the pro-
vincial crisis, Balochistan 
has not been receiving its 
share PKR 11 billion from 
the National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) award.

Moreover, the prov-
ince’s spokesperson on 
Tuesday, Balochistan has 
been experiencing finan-
cial difficulties for the past 

three months as a result of 
not receiving its fair part 
of PKR 11 billion from the 
National Finance Commis-
sion (NFC) award.

Even for flood relief, the 
province has not received 
any funding from Islam-
abad.

Thousands of people 
were left homeless by last 
year’s floods in 28 of the 
province’s 35 districts.

A significant portion 
of the provincial govern-
ment’s budget, according 
to the spokeswoman, is 
used to maintain peace and 
order, the Dawn reported.

Apart from bearing the 
brunt of terror attacks and 
terror-related activities in 
the country, Balochistan 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
are also in the throes of a 
crippling economic crisis. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

UNITED STATES: To counter 
China's aggressive territorial 
posturing in the South China Sea, 
the Philippines agreed to provide 
the United States with expand-
ed access to its military bases, 
implying US forces will have a 
greater strategic footing on the 
southeastern edge of the South 
China Sea close to self-ruled 
Taiwan, CNN reported. According 
to CNN, the newly announced 
deal will give the US access to 
four more locations under an 
Enhanced Defence Cooperation 
Agreement (EDCA) dating 2014, 
allowing the US to rotate troops 
to a total of nine bases through-
out the Philippines.

The US has in recent months, 
stepped up efforts to expand 
its Indo-Pacific security options 
amid rising concerns over China's 
growing activities in the region. US 
Defense Secretary Llyod Austin, 
while speaking during a visit to 
the Philippines capital Manila on 
Thursday, said the US and the 
Philippines remained committed 
to strengthening their mutual 
capacities to resist armed attack.

"That's just part of our efforts to 
modernize our alliance. And these 
efforts are especially important 
as the People's Republic of China 
continues to advance its illegitimate 
claims in the West Philippine Sea," 
Austin said, as quoted by CNN. He, 
however, did not give the location 
of the bases to which the US military 
will gain new access.

The announcement which came 

on Thursday followed a wave of 
high-profile US military agreements 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region, 
including plans to share defence 
technologies with India, and plans 
to deploy new US Marine units to 
Japanese islands. Last week, the US 
Marine Corps opened a new base 
on Guam, a strategically important 
US island east of the Philippines. 
The location, known as Camp Blaz, 
is the first new Marine base in 70 
years and one day is expected to 
host 5,000 Marines.

According to CNN, increased 
access to military bases in the 
Philippines would place US armed 
forces fewer than 200 miles south 
of Taiwan, the democratically ruled 
island of 24 million that the Chinese 
Communist Party claims as part of 
its sovereign territory despite never 
having controlled it. Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping has refused to rule out 
the use of military force to bring 

Taiwan under Beijing's control, 
but the Biden administration has 
been steadfast in its support for the 
island as provided by the Taiwan 
Relations Act, under which Wash-
ington agrees to provide the island 
with the means to defend itself 
without committing US troops, 
according to CNN.

US Vice President Kamala Harris 
had in November, visited the Philip-
pines to discuss expanded US base 
access with the recently elected 
President Ferdinand "Bong Bong" 
Marcos Jr. Her visit, according to 
experts, sent a clear message to 
Beijing that the Philippines is 
moving closer to the US, reversing 
the trend under the previous presi-
dent, Rodrigo Duterte. A mutual 
defence treaty signed in 1951 binds 
Washington and Manila. This 
makes it the oldest bilateral treaty 
alliance in the region for the United 
States. (MILAP NEWS NETWORK)
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir

             OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL DIVISION ANANTNAG
Telephone/ Fax 01932-222559 email id: xenmedang@gmail.com

TENDER DOCUMENT
(Abstract)

01 Contract Repairs to various Snow Clearance Machines and Snow Cats of Mechanical Field Sub Division Pulwama.
02 Reference of NIT MDA/TS/E-Tender/150 of 2022-23 dated: 02-02-2023.
03 Time of Completion of Contract 5 days 
04 Position of funds Available  
05 Estimated Cost (In Rs.) 65000.00

06 Cost of tender documents 
200.00 In shape of E- Challan/GR to be uploaded in the online bid
Bank: Jammu and Kashmir Bank |  Branch: T. P. Anantnag
IFSC: JAKA0EMPIRE  |   Account No: 0014010100006015

07 Bid Security. 2% of estimated cost in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive Engineer Mechanical Division Anantnag.
08 Online tender download/ start date  02-02-2023 (04:00 PM)
09 Online tender submission End Date 09-02-2023  (02:00 PM)

10
Date and time of opening of Technical 
Bid online (Cover 1st) 

10-02-2023 (02:00 PM) in Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division, (MED), Anantnag.

11
Date and time of opening of Financial 
Bid online (Cover 2nd)

After evaluation of cover 1st in Office of the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division, (MED), Anantnag. 

Sd/-
Executive Engineer, 

Mechanical Division Anantnag
Government of Jammu and Kashmir

          OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL DIVISION ANANTNAG
Telephone/ Fax 01932-222559 email id: xenmedang@gmail.com

 E-TENDER
No: MDA/TS/E-Tender/150 of 2022-23 Dated: 02-02-2023

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Anantnag, 
invites E- Tenders in two cover system on item wise basis from reputed and registered Workshop Holders / Firms or Mechanical contrac-
tors for the following work:

S.No Name of work Estt. cost 
(In Rs)

Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rs) Bid Security. Time of 

Completion
Administrative

Approval
Technical
Sanction

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
Repairs to various Snow Clearance 
Machines and Snow Cats of Mechani-
cal Field Sub Division Pulwama.l

65000.00 200.00

2% of the esti-
mated cost in the 

shape of CDR/
FDR.

5 days Accorded Yes

The tender documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of quantities (BOQ), Set of terms and conditions of contract and 
other details can be seen/ downloaded from Government website www.jktenders.gov.in as per the schedule given in the “Abstract” appended 
to this notice:
Instructions to Bidders:
01.	 The	bids	shall	be	deposited	in	electronic	format	with	digital	signature	on	the	official	website	www.jktenders.gov.in	in	two	covers	;	viz	

Techno- Commercial/ Financial cover
1.1     Cover 1st shall contain:
1.1.1	 Bid	security/Earnest	money:-	Equivalent	to	2%	of	the	estimated	cost	in	the	shape	of	CDR/FDR	from	any	nationalized	bank	having	a	

working branch in Anantnag. The CDR/FDR shall be pledged to the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division Anantnag, without which 
tender cannot be entertained

1.1.2	 Registration	Certificate	of	Sales	Tax	Department	quoting	GST	No.	
1.1.3	 Scanned	copies	of	PAN	Card/	GST	Registration/	latest	GST	Clearance	certificate	or	acknowledgement	of	latest	returns.	
1.1.4 Scanned copies of the Annexure “A”, & “B” duly signed and accepted. 
1.1.5 Scanned copy of E- Challan/DD etc. for an amount of Rs.200/= duly signed with date.
1.1.0 Cover 2nd shall contain:
1.2.1  Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this Department/Division.
02.  The Department/ Division will not be responsible for delay in submission of bids due to  any reason.
03.  The cost of tender documents is Non- Refundable and Non- Transferable.  
No: MDA/TS- 180/5788-91. Sd/-
Dated: 02-02-2023. Executive Engineer, 
 Mechanical Division Anantnag

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

              OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL DIVISION ANANTNAG
Telephone/ Fax 01932-222559 email id: xenmedang@gmail.com

Gist of  E-TENDER
No: MDA/TS/E-Tender/150 of 2022-23 Dated:02-02-2023

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division Anantnag, 
invites E- Tenders in two cover system on item wise basis from reputed and registered Workshop Holders / Firms or Mechanical contrac-
tors for the following work:

S.No Name of work Estt. cost 
(In Rs)

Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rs) Bid Security. Time of 

Completion
Administrative

Approval
Technical
Sanction

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1
Repairs to various Snow Clearance Machines 
and Snow Cats of Mechanical Field Sub Divi-
sion Pulwama.l

65000.00 200.00
2% of the estimated 
cost in the shape of 

CDR/FDR.
05 days Accorded Yes

The tender documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, Bill of quantities (BOQ), Set of terms and conditions of contract, 
critical dates and other details can be seen/ downloaded from Government website www.jktenders.gov.inas per the schedule given in the orig-
inal tender notice:
Instructions to Bidders:
01.	 The	bids	shall	be	deposited	in	electronic	format	with	digital	signature	on	the	official	website	www.jktenders.gov.in	in	two	covers	;	viz	

Techno- Commercial/ Financial cover
1.1      Cover 1st shall contain:
1.1.1	 Bid	security/Earnest	money:-	Equivalent	to	2%	of	the	estimated	cost	in	the	shape	of	CDR/FDR	from	any	nationalized	bank	having	a	

working branch in Anantnag. The CDR/FDR shall be pledged to the Executive Engineer Mechanical Division Anantnag, without which 
tender cannot be entertained

1.1.2	 Registration	Certificate	of	Sales	Tax	Department	quoting	GST	No.	
1.1.3	 Scanned	copies	of	PAN	Card/	GST	Registration/	latest	GST	Clearance	certificate	or	acknowledgement	of	latest	returns.	
1.1.4 Scanned copies of the Annexure “A”, & “B” duly signed and accepted. 
1.1.5 Scanned copy of E- Challan/GR/DD etc. for an amount of Rs.200/= duly signed with date.
1.1.0 Cover 2nd shall contain:
1.2.1 Price bid, as per BOQ uploaded by this Department/Division.
02.  The Department/ Division will not be responsible for delay in submission of bids due to   any reason.
03.  The cost of tender documents is Non- Refundable and Non- Transferable. 
No: MDA/TS-180/5792.  Sd/-
  Dated:02-02-2023. Executive Engineer, 

Mechanical Division Anantnag
DIPK-17035-22
DT: 03-02-2023

Automobile exports 
record growth of 35.9% 
from 2020-21 to 2021-22

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The Vehicle 
exports have witnessed an 
impressive growth during 
2021-22. Export of  the total 
number of  automobiles 
increased from 41,34,047 in 
2020-21 to 56,17,246 in 2021-
22, registering a positive 
growth of  35.9 per cent.

Out of  this, the export 
of  passenger vehicles, 
including cars increased 
from 4,04,397 in 2020-21 to 
5,77,875 in 2021-22, register-
ing a positive growth of  42.9 
percent and commercial 
vehicles increased from 
50,334 in 2020-21 to 92,297 in 
2021-22, registering a posi-
tive growth of  83.36 per cent, 
the Minister of  State in the 
Union Ministry of  Com-
merce and Industry, Anu-
priya Patel said in reply to 
a Parliament Question on 
Friday.

According to the reply, 
the Central government has 
taken multiple measures 
to promote India's export. 
Foreign Trade Policy (2015-
20) has been extended up to 
March 31, 2023 and Interest 

Equalization Scheme on pre 
and post shipment rupee 
export credit has also been 
extended up to March 31, 
2024.

Moreover, assistance 
was provided through sev-
eral schemes to promote 
exports, namely, Trade 
Infrastructure for Export 
Scheme (TIES) and Market 
Access Initiatives (MAI) 
Scheme.

The measures also 
include remission of  Duties 
and Taxes on Exported 

Products (RoDTEP) scheme 
which has been imple-
mented since January 1, 
2021. Similarly, anomalies 
in 432 tariff  lines have been 
addressed and the corrected 
rates have been implement-
ed with effect from January 
16, 2023.

Common Digital Platform 
for Certificate of  Origin has 
been launched to facilitate 
trade and increase Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) 
utilization by exporters.

Districts as Export Hubs 

have been launched by 
identifying products with 
export potential in each 
district. The bottlenecks 
for exporting these products 
are being addressed and 
local exporters/manufac-
turers are being supported 
to generate employment in 
the districts, said the reply, 
adding that the active role 
of  Indian missions abroad 
towards promoting India's 
trade, tourism, technology 
and investment goals have 
been enhanced.

Researchers develop device to 
detect brain tumour through urine
TOKYO:  A team of  
researchers in Japan have 
developed a new device to 
identify a key mem-
brane protein in the 
urine that indicates 
if  the patient has a 
brain tumour.

A research 
group led by Asso-
ciate Professor 
Takao Yasui and 
Professor Yoshino-
bu Baba of  Japan-
based Nagoya 
University in col-
laboration with 
the University of  
Tokyo has devel-
oped a new analysis 
platform for brain 
tumour EVs using 
nanowires at the 
bottom of  a well 
plate.

They used this device 
to identify two types of  
extracellular vesicle (EV) 
membrane proteins known 
as CD31 and CD63 in urine 

samples from brain tumour 
patients. Doctors may be 
able to identify tumour 

patients before they develop 
symptoms if  they look for 
these tell-tale proteins.

The presence of  tumour-
related extracellular vesi-
cles (EVs) in a person's urine 

is one possible sign that 
they have a brain tumour. 
EVs are nanoparticles that 

perform a variety of  func-
tions, including cell-to-cell 
communication.

"Currently, EV isola-
tion and detection meth-
ods require more than two 

instruments and an assay to 
isolate and then detect EVs," 
said Yasui.

Moreover, the 
researchers believe 
that the key mem-
brane protein pres-
ent in the urine 
could be used to 
detect brain cancer, 
eliminating the need 
for invasive tests and 
increasing the like-
lihood of  tumours 
being detected early 
enough for surgery.

"Liquid biopsy 
can be performed 
using many body 
fluids, but blood 
tests are invasive," 
Yasui said.

"Urine tests are 
an effective, simple, 

and non-invasive method 
because the urine contains 
many informative biomol-
ecules that can be traced 
back to identify the disease," 
he added.(AGENCIES)

Coal production rises 13% to 
90 mn tonnes in Jan 2023

Amazon posts $149.2 
bn in net sales, faces 
short-term uncertainty

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Domestic 
coal production rose 13 
per cent to 89.96 million 
tonnes during January 2023 
against 79.65 million tonnes 
in the corresponding period 
of  last year.

According to official 
data, during January 2023, 
Coal India Ltd (CIL) reg-
istered a growth of  11.44 
per cent, while Singareni 
Collieries Company Ltd 
(SCCL) and captive mines 
recorded a growth of  13.93 
per cent and 22.89 per cent, 
respectively.

Of  the top 37 coal pro-
ducing mines, 28 mines 
produced more than 100 
per cent of  dry fuel and the 
output of  three mines stood 
between 80 and 100 per cent 

during January 2023.
At the same time, coal 

dispatch increased by 8.54 
per cent to 81.91 million 
tonnes from 75.47 million 
tonnes during January 
2023 compared to the cor-
responding period of  last 
year.

During January 2023, 
CIL, SCCL and captive 
mines registered a growth 
of  6.07 per cent, 14 per cent 
and 21.9 per cent, respec-
tively, by dispatching 64.45 
million tonnes, 6.84 million 
tonnes and 10.61 million 
tonnes of  coal, respectively.

The power utilities dis-
patch went up by 8.01 per 
cent to 67.72 million tonnes 
during January 2023 as 
compared to 62.70 million 
tonnes registered in Janu-
ary 2022.

SAN FRANCISCO: 
Amazon on Friday reported 
that its net sales increased 
9 per cent to $149.2 billion 
in the fourth quarter that 
ended December 31, com-
pared with $137.4 billion in 
fourth quarter 2021.

The Jeff  Bezos-founded 
e-commerce giant said that 
excluding the $5 billion 
unfavourable impact from 
year-over-year changes 
in foreign exchange rates 
throughout the quarter, net 
sales increased 12 per cent 
compared with fourth quar-
ter 2021.

Net income decreased 
to $0.3 billion in the fourth 
quarter, compared with 
$14.3 billion.

Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) sales increased 20 
per cent year-over-year to 
$21.4 billion.

Amazon now expects to 
post first-quarter revenue 
of  between $121 billion and 
$126 billion, representing 
year-over-year growth of  
4-8 per cent.

"Our relentless focus 
on providing the broad-
est selection, exceptional 
value, and fast delivery 
drove customer demand in 
our Stores business during 
the fourth quarter that 
exceeded our expectations  

and we're appreciative of  all 
our customers who turned 
to Amazon this past holiday 
season," said Andy Jassy, 
Amazon CEO.

"In the short term, we 
face an uncertain economy, 
but we remain quite opti-
mistic about the long-term 
opportunities for Amazon," 
he added.

Last month, Amazon 
announced to lay off  18,000 
employees among its cor-
porate workforce, after cut-
ting a number of  employees 
in November.

"We're working really 
hard to streamline our costs 
and trying to do so at the 
same time so that we don't 
give up on the long-term 
strategic investments that 
we believe can meaningful-
ly change broad customer 
experiences and change 
Amazon over the long-term," 
Jassy said on the analysts' 
call.(AGENCIES)

Apple Pay can be launched in 
S.Korea, says financial regulator

IIT Kanpur to launch haptic 
smartwatch for blind, 
visually impairedAGENCIES

SEOUL: South Korea's finan-
cial regulator said on Friday 
that local credit card firms 
can introduce Apple Pay, 
the long-awaited mobile pay-
ment service of  US tech giant 
Apple, as they have followed 
relevant procedures.

There have been reports 
for months that Hyundai 
Card, a local credit card unit 
of  Hyundai Motor Group, is 
in talks with Apple over the 
launch of  Apple Pay that 
allows customers to make 
payments using iPhones and 
other Apple devices.

Market watchers initially 
expected the service to be 
launched late last year. Finan-
cial authorities had reportedly 
reviewed whether the Apple 
Pay service runs counter to 
local regulations and laws.

"Having taken into con-
sideration relevant rules and 
regulations and their interpre-
tations, we confirm that credit 
card companies can push for 
the introduction of  the Apple 
Pay service as they have obeyed 
necessary procedures," the 
Financial Services Commis-
sion (FSC) said in a release.

The FSC emphasized that 
credit card firms should not 

transfer fees arising from the 
use of  Apple Pay to customers 
or shops, while calling for mea-
sures to ensure customer pro-
tection from such risks as the 
theft of  personal information.

A Hyundai Card official 
declined to comment.

Experts say that Apple 
Pay could be launched in the 
middle of  the first half.

Apple Pay has not been 
available to local custom-
ers due in part to the strong 
dominance of  Samsung Elec-
tronics Co.'s smartphones 
and a lack of  technological 
infrastructure for the near-
field communication (NFC) 
system, a short-range wire-
less protocol that the service 
depends upon.

The launch of Apple Pay is 
expected to strengthen com-
petition in the local mobile 
payment market, currently 
dominated by Samsung Elec-
tronics' Samsung Pay, based 
on the magnetic secure trans-
mission (MST) technology.

The FSC expressed hope 
that the introduction of Apple 
Pay could enhance conve-
nience to customers and bol-
ster the development of  new 
payment services based on 
the NFC technology going 
forward.

AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Institute of  Technology 
(IIT) Kanpur on Friday 
announced to launch 
"haptic smartwatch for 
the blind and visually 
impaired" in association 
with Ambrane India Pri-
vate Limited for mass man-
ufacturing and sales of  the 
smartwatch.

The haptic smartwatch 
comes in two variants and 
has 12 touch-sensitive 
hour markers arranged 
over the dial face, and the 
users will be required to 
scan the markers with 
their fingers.

"We believe that this 
watch will make a great 
social impact by enabling 
the visually impaired and 
blind to make seamless 
use of  this technology for 
everyday usage," Prof. 
Abhay Karandikar, Direc-
tor IIT Kanpur, said in a 
statement.

"The watch will soon 
be commercialised by 
Ambrane India and will be 
available in the market at 

an affordable price. This 
development is a testament 
to IIT Kanpur's commit-
ment to promote inclusivity 
through novel technology 
development," he added.

Moreover, this watch is a 
fusion of  tactile and vibra-
tion watches.

This watch eliminates 
the fragility of  the tactile 
watch and the complexity 
of  vibration watches that 
generate more than 20 
pulses, creating a watch 
that is easy to operate, 
private, affordable, and 
robust.

Further, the use of  inno-
vative haptic icons makes 
navigating the menu 
simple, and a simple ges-
ture like a double tap can 
open a specific health moni-
toring app.

These numbers are com-
municated in a similar way 
as the time.

The smartwatch comes 
equipped with features 
such as a heart rate moni-
tor, step counter, hydration 
reminder and a timer that 
users can set using a simple 
gesture.
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France, Israel agree 
to deepen strategic 
partnership

China imposes communications 
crackdown on Tibetans

AGENCIES

PARIS: French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
visiting Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
agreed to deepen the strate-
gic partnership between the 
two countries and strength-
en bilateral relationship in 
all areas, the Elysee said in 
a statement on Friday.

During a working dinner 
on Thursday night, Macron 
said Netanyahu choosing 
France as his first visit out-
side the Middle East since 
his appointment as Israeli 
Prime Minister shows the 
"closeness" between the two 
countries and the two people, 
Xinhua news agency report-
ed citing the statement.

The two leaders hailed 
the quality of  bilateral rela-
tions and exchanged views 
over issues of  mutual con-

cern, the Elysee noted.
According to the the state-

ment, Macron expressed 
his concern about the cur-
rent situation in Israel and 
the Palestinian territories, 
stressing the importance of  
avoiding any measure likely 
to fuel violence.

The French President 
also said that he is ready to 
contribute to the resump-
tion of  dialogue between 
Israel and the Palestin-
ians for a political process 
toward a solution that meets 
the legitimate aspirations of  
both sides.

In a separate statement, 
the Israeli Prime Minister's 
Office said the two leaders 
also discussed the need to 
maintain regional stability, 
especially in Lebanon, and 
opportunities to expand the 
circle of  peace.

"Prime Minister Netan-

yahu also called for impos-
ing significant sanctions on 
the Iranian regime and for 
the Revolutionary Guards 
to be included on the EU ter-
rorism list" the PMO state-
ment said.

While discussing "ways 
to confront the Iranian 
nuclear threat, Netanyahu 
stressed that deterrence 
with Iran and its proxies in 
the Middle East needs to be 
strengthened", it added.

In a tweet on Friday, 
Netanyahu said: "I met last 
night with French President 
Emmanuel Macron and we 
discussed in detail the ways 
to fight the Iranian nuclear 
threat. I emphasized the need 
to strengthen deterrence 
against Iran and its metas-
tases in the Middle East, and 
said that significant sanc-
tions must be imposed on the 
Iranian regime."

NEW DELHI: China has 
tightened restrictions on 
Tibetan residents of  a 
county in Sichuan prov-
ince that has been a hotbed 
of  resistance to Chinese 
rule, imposing measures to 
prevent contact with people 
outside the area, according 
to a media report.

The communications 
clampdown in Drago 
county is the latest mea-
sure by Chinese authori-
ties to bring locals to heel 
following the demolitions 
of  huge Buddha statues in 
the area beginning 2021, as 
monks and local residents 
were forced to watch, sourc-
es in the region said, RFA 
reported.

"Beginning January this 
year, local Chinese authori-
ties in Drago county have 
warned Tibetans living in 
the region to stop commu-
nicating with people out-
side Tibet," said one of  the 
sources who requested ano-
nymity for safety concerns.

"Their cellphones are 
randomly probed and they 
are restricted from sharing 
any kind of  information 
with the outside. They are 
also not allowed to contact 
their family members or 
send money," the source 
said, RFA reported.

A report issued in Janu-
ary by 'Free Tibet' and its 
affiliated research arm 
'Tibet Watch' said that 
Chinese authorities have 
ramped up repression of  
Tibetans, razing significant 
religious structures while 
committing serious human 
rights violations in Drago 
county.

The demolition of  Tibet-
an Buddhist sites escalated 
under Drago county Com-
munist Party chief  Wang 
Dongsheng, who had earli-
er overseen a campaign for 
the expulsion of  Buddhist 
clergy and destruction at 
Sichuan's sprawling Larung 
Gar Buddhist Academy.

"Ever since Wang Dong-

sheng was appointed as 
county chief  in Drago, the 
campaign against the Tibet-
ans has gone from bad to 
worse," said another Tibet-
an who declined to be iden-
tified for fear of  his safety, 
RFA reported.

"There have been mas-
sive communication clamp-
downs along with other 
security measures which 
have been put into place," he 
told RFA, adding, "Also, the 
staff  and those with author-
ity in the monasteries have 
been forced to attend re-
education programs."

Since 2008, Drago county 
residents have participated 
in acts of  resistance against 
the Chinese government, 
prompting interventions 
by authorities, including 
significant crackdowns in 
2009 and 2012.

Beijing views any sign of  
Tibetan disobedience as an 
act of  separatism, threaten-
ing China's national secu-
rity.(AGENCIES)

Snow, heatwave 
coincide in Australia

AGENCIES

CANBERRA: While a cold 
snap has brought snow to 
parts of  southeast Austra-
lia, people in the state of  
Queensland are sweltering 
through heatwaves.

In a statement released 
on Friday, the Bureau of  
Meteorology (BOM) fore-
casted mixed and extreme 
weather conditions across 
the country, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

A strong cold front asso-
ciated with a deep low-pres-
sure system swept across 
much of  southeast Austra-
lia on Thursday, bringing 
a burst of  cold air as well 
as showers, localized hail, 
thunder, and strong gusty 
winds.

There was snow over-
night in the Alpine areas 
of  New South Wales (NSW) 
and Victoria, and snow 
showers will likely contin-
ue in these areas, said the 
Bureau, adding that south-
east Australia will also see 
maximum temperatures 

are as much as 10-16 celsius 
degrees below average for 
February.

Meanwhile, heatwave 
conditions continue in 
eastern Queensland, with 
a severe heatwave warning 
current for areas south of  
Proserpine. Conditions will 
begin to ease from Sunday.

Before 9 a.m., the tem-
perature in Brisbane, the 
capital of  Queensland, 
already cracked 30 Celsius 
degrees.

The BOM noted that as 
hot and gusty winds will 
move over north-east NSW 
and south-east Queensland, 
temperatures are likely 
to hit the high 30 Celsius 
degrees to low 40 celsius 
degrees on Friday and 
Today, which could result 
in elevated fire dangers and 
heatwave conditions.

In NSW, extreme weath-
er events triggered multiple 
warnings of  marine wind, 
severe thunderstorms, 
floods, fire dangers and for 
sheep graziers in snowy 
mountain districts.

N. Korea adopts law on 
protection of 'state secrets'

UNI

PYONGYANG:  North 
Korea adopted a new law 
on the protection of  "state 
secret" at a plenary meeting 
oft the country's parliament 
to ensure national security 
and develop the social-
ist system in the country, 
the state-run Korean Cen-
tral News Agency (KCNA) 
reported on Friday.

At the same time, the 
media outlet provided 
no further details on the 
nature of  the state secret 
and no information on 
whether it was only one 
secret or multiple ones the 
law was referring to.

Meanwhile, the Yonhap 
news agency reported, 

citing observers, that the 
goal of  the new law was 
allegedly to tighten state 
control and discipline amid 
"protracted economic chal-
lenges" in North Korea.

During the meeting, 
lawmakers also adopted a 
number of  other laws as 
well, including the ones on 
management of  railway, 
loans and national sym-
bols, among other things, 
according to the KCNA.

In addition, the plenary 
meeting "stressed the need 
for the socialist law-obser-
vance guidance commit-
tees at all levels to conduct 
effective education in law 
observance" as regards 
newly-adopted laws, the 
news agency reported.

Aus supermarket giants ordered to clean up soft plastic waste
CANBERRA: Australia's 
two major supermarket 
chains, Coles and Wool-
worths, were issued a draft 
notice by the state authori-
ties on Friday, asking them 
to clean up over 5,200 tonnes 
of  soft plastic waste.

The draft Clean-up 
Notice, issued by the 
New South Wales (NSW) 
Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA), urged 
the supermarket chains to 
remove over 5,200 tonnes of  
soft plastic stockpiled at 15 
sites across the state, which 
were collected after the 
two supermarkets widely 
promote the REDcycle soft 
plastics collection program 
to their customers, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

"Thousands of  customers 
diligently collected soft plas-
tics and dropped them into 
their local supermarket's 

collection bin because they 
trusted their waste would 
be diverted from landfill and 
recycled," said NSW EPA 
CEO Tony Chappel.

He added that the extent 

of  the soft plastic waste sit-
ting in warehouses across 
NSW is very concerning, 
and those materials need 
to be removed to reduce the 
risk of  a fire.

The EPA also notified 
Fire and Rescue NSW of  the 
high-risk storage facilities 
in 11 local government areas 
and requested the operators 
of  these sites to take imme-

diate action to mitigate 
risks.

Both supermarkets have 
six days to comment on the 
draft notices.

The REDcycle, initi-
ated by a Melbourne-based 
organisation, RED Group, 
partnered with Coles and 
Woolworths, and some 
other Australian brands, 
was aimed to help reduce 
the amount of  plastic pack-
aging going to landfill.

However, the program 
temporarily paused its soft 
plastics collection from 
November 9, 2022.

According to a report 
by local newspaper Sydney 
Morning Herald, the remov-
al and disposal of  the stock-
piled soft plastic is expected 
to cost the supermarket 
chains at least A$3.5 million.

Sydney Morning Herald 
said the EPA gave the super-

markets three options: to 
dispose of  the waste in 
landfill; to export it inter-
nationally; or to reprocess 
the plastic.

However, no country will 
accept the import of  con-
taminated soft plastics and 
there is no facility anywhere 
in Australia capable of  recy-
cling the quantity of  soft 
plastics stored by REDcycle.

Chappel said these mate-
rials, once bound for recy-
cling may unfortunately 
end up in landfill but the 
regulatory action had to be 
taken to protect NSW com-
munities.

"We are also working 
closely with our counter-
parts in other jurisdic-
tions to ensure we take 
a coordinated approach 
and understand the issues 
that impacted REDcycle's 
collapse."(AGENCIES)

Vietnam seeks to boost 
export, production

Japan's farm, fishery 
exports mark 10th record-
breaking year in 2022

Egypt's tourism revenues hit 
record high in Q1 of FY 2022-23

British-Sikh couple killed by 
son in 2020 could have been 
saved: ReportHANOI: Vietnam consid-

ers trade facilitation, tech-
nical barriers reduction 
and improving products' 
quality among key tasks 
to diversify export markets 
amid multiple external 
challenges, as per local 
reports on Friday.

Vietnam's scale of  econ-
omy is still modest with 
limited resilience and com-
petitiveness, therefore it is 
crucial to avoid the global 
recession, local newspaper 
Bao dau tu (Investment) 
reported, citing Prime Min-
ister Pham Minh Chinh at a 
meeting, quoted by Xinhua.

Noting that external 
factors have led to lower-
ing demand and decreas-
ing production in Vietnam, 
he said: "It is important 
to diversify exports and 
supply chains while devel-
oping a resilient and self-
independent economy and 
increase demand for the 
domestic market of  nearly 
100 million people."

Minister of  Industry 
and Trade Nguyen Hong 
Dien said that a range of  
measures are needed to 
facilitate production and 
exports, including diver-
sifying export markets, 
taking advantage of  15 free 

trade agreements that are 
in effect and updating new 
regulations from buyers.

"Companies should fur-
ther accelerate diversifying 
market and avoid overreli-
ance on traditional mar-
kets," he said at the meeting 
held on Friday.

Though accounting for 
small share of  Vietnam's 
export, northern Europe 
and Latin American mar-
kets still have much room 
for growth. With proper 
approach, Vietnam's prod-
ucts can increase their 
presence in these markets, 
he added.

The Vietnamese manu-
facturing sector continued 
to face challenging busi-
ness conditions in January 
this year with declining 
production and new orders, 
according to a report by 
S&P Global Market Intel-
ligence.(AGENCIES)

AGENCIES

TOKYO:  Japan's agricul-
tural, fishery and forestry 
product exports rose 14.3 
per cent in 2022 from a 
year earlier to a record 1.4 
trillion yen ($10.88 billion), 
marking a 10th straight 
record-breaking year, 
according to a government 
report released on Friday.

The government indicat-
ed that the bumper exports 
in the recording period were 
due to dining industries in 
foreign countries recover-
ing from the Covid-19 pan-
demic, which saw demand 
rise, while the yen's weak-
ness added support, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

According to the Minis-
try of  Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, agricultural 
product exports comprised 
a record 887 billion yen, 
with fishery and forestry-
related items booking their 
best-ever results, rising 
387.3 billion yen and 63.8 
billion yen, respectively.

Exports of  scallops, the 
Ministry said, were particu-
larly strong, surging 42.4 per 
cent from a year earlier to 91 

billion yen, with China and 
the US as major destinations.

Alcoholic beverages also 
posted upbeat results, with 
Japanese whiskey and sake 
exports increasing 21.5 per 
cent to 56 billion yen and 
18.2 per cent to 47.4 billion 
yen, respectively.

Owing to falling yields, 
exports of  tuna and mack-
erel decreased in the 
reporting period, the min-
istry said, as did shipments 
of  beef, which dropped 4 
per cent to 52 billion yen, 
as rising prices hurt con-
sumption.

The Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP), a free 
trade agreement in the 
Asia-Pacific comprising 15 
nations including Japan, 
Australia, China, Singapore 
and South Korea, which 
took effect in 2022, helped 
lift exports to a notable 
degree, the Ministry added.

Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida's government has 
set a target of  the country's 
agricultural and fishery 
exports reaching 2 trillion 
yen by 2025 and 5 trillion 
yen by 2030. 

AGENCIES

CAIRO: The Central Bank 
of  Egypt (CBE) said the 
country's tourism revenues 
increased by 43.5 per cent to 
a record high of  $4.1 billion 
in the first quarter of  the 
fiscal year 2022-2023.

Egypt's fiscal year begins 
at the beginning of  July and 
ends at the end of  June the 
following year, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The number of  tourists 
visiting Egypt from July to 
September last year rose by 
52.2 per cent to 3.4 million, 
while the number of  nights 
tourists spent in the country 
increased by 47.1 per cent to 
43.6 million, the bank said in 
an official statement.

Over the past few years, 
Egypt's tourism sector, a 
main source of  national 
income and hard currency 
for the country, has been 
greatly affected by the 
country's fight against ter-
rorism, especially after a 
Russian plane crashed over 
the Sinai Peninsula in Octo-
ber 2015, killing all 224 pas-
sengers and crew on board.

With improving security 
conditions in Egypt, tour-
ism gradually recovered in 
the following years to bring 
Egypt a record high of  $13 

billion in revenues in 2019, 
when more than 13 million 
tourists visited the North 
African country, before 
tourist numbers declined 
again because of  the Covid-
19 lockdowns.

The ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war has also cast 
a shadow on the sector as 
the two countries have been 
among top sources of  tour-
ists to the country boasting 
many historic monuments.

Abdel Fattah al-Assi, a 
former assistant minister 
of  tourism and antiquities 
for hotel facilities control, 
attributed the revival of  
the tourism industry to 
the incentives provided for 
foreign travel agencies and 
the country's improved sta-
bility and security, among 
other factors.

"After the Covid-19 
lockdowns, more people 
will spend their holidays 
abroad, and Egypt has 
many advantages for tour-
ists as it enjoys a nice 
weather and offers reason-
able prices (for tourists)," 
al-Assi told Xinhua.

The ongoing development 
in Egypt, such as better 
roads, less traffic and the 
renovation of  most tourist 
destinations, will attrack 
more visitors, he noted.

LONDON: A Sikh couple 
murdered by their "knife-
obsessed" son in the UK in 
2020 could have been saved if  
the agencies involved with the 
family before the crime had 
rightfully addressed their 
concerns, a homicide review 
report said.

Anmol Chana, then 25, 
stabbed his mother Jasbir 
Kaur, 52, and step father 
Rupinder Bassan, 51, more 
than 20 times at their home 
in Oldbury, West Midlands, in 
February 2020.

He was sentenced to life 
in prison at the Birmingham 
Crown Court, with a mini-
mum of 36 years in jail.

The report, published this 
month by the Safer Sandwell 
Partnership, revealed how 
Chana had been a "constant 
threat" to his mother and had 
made a number of  "threats to 
kill", the Birmingham Live 
reported. The family had been 
"seeking support" and "felt in 
danger" but their concerns 
"went unaddressed".

Jasbir Kaur was accused of  
poor parenting and "labelled 
weak" despite making several 
cries for help about her vio-
lent and dangerous son.

The report said: "The 

review recognised signifi-
cant victim blaming by pro-
fessionals in their response. 
Far from being 'weak' (a term 
used repeatedly to describe 
her parenting) she had shown 
incredible strength."

It further said that Chana 
was "obsessed" with weapons 
and had warned he would kill 
his mother. From an early 
age, he was potentially twist-
ed and dangerous, and talked 
about his "interest in death, 
hurting people or animals", 
the report noted.

He been known to social 
services, GPs and mental 
health teams since childhood 
over his weird and violent 
behaviour.

"It is clear from the report 
that, over many years of  
agencies' involvement with 
the perpetrator, more could 
have been done to address 
his violent behaviour and 
poor mental health, while 
also providing better support 
to his mother and sister who 
lived with ongoing fear and 
anxiety about what he would 
do next," Chief  Superinten-
dent Maria Fox, chair of  the 
Safer Sandwell Partnership, 
was quoted as saying in Bir-
mingham Live. (AGENCIES)
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BJP wins 4 out of 5 seats 
in UP MLC elections

AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) won four 
out of  the five seats in the 
Legislative Council of  Uttar 
Pradesh. The main opposi-
tion Samajwadi Party (SP) 
suffered a crushing defeat 
in this election.

The BJP won the seats of  
Gorakhpur-Faizabad block 
graduate, Kanpur block 
graduate, Bareilly-Morad-
abad block graduate, Alla-
habad-Jhansi block teacher 
and Kanpur block.

The BJP contested 
against the SP for these 
seats.

Jaipal Singh Vyast from 
the Bareilly-Moradabad 
block graduate seat, Arun 
Pathak from Kanpur gradu-
ate seat and BJP candidate 
Devendra Pratap Singh 
from the Gorakhpur-Faiz-
abad block graduate seat 
scored victories.

According to the infor-
mation received from the 
Election Commission, BJP 
candidate Vyast registered 
his third consecutive vic-
tory with a big margin in 
Bareilly-Moradabad block 
graduate seat of  the Legisla-
tive Council.

He defeated Shiv Pratap 
Singh of  the SP by 51,257 
votes. This marks the eighth 
win of  the BJP, which has 
been invincible on the seat 
since 1986.

Devendra Pratap Singh 

won with 17,455 votes from 
Gorakhpur-Faizabad grad-
uate constituency, Arun 
Pathak won by a margin of  
53,285 from Kanpur-Unnao, 
Vyast by 51,257 votes from 
Bareilly-Moradabad.

Babulal Tiwari defeated 
three-time MLC Suresh 
Kumar Tripathi by 1403 
votes, by contesting on behalf  
of  the BJP for the first time 
in Prayagraj-Jhansi teacher's 
constituency.

Tiwari secured 10,205 
votes while Tripathi got 
8,802 votes.

The Gorakhpur-Faizabad 
graduate constituency is the 
constituency of  Yogi Adity-
anath. Devendra Pratap 

Singh from the BJP and 
Karunakant Maurya from 
the SP competed for this 
seat.

Singh got 51,699 votes and 
Maurya got 34,244 votes.

Ten candidates were in 
the fray from Unnao gradu-
ate constituency, among 
whom the BJP's Arun 
Pathak won with a total of  
62,601 votes defeating SP's 
Kamlesh Yadav by 53,285 
votes.

In the Bareilly-Morad-
abad graduate constituen-
cy, BJP's Jaipal Singh Vyast 
defeated SP's Shiv Pratap 
Singh by 51,257.

While Jaipal got 66,179 
votes, Shiv Pratap Singh 

secured 14,922 votes.
Chief  Minister Yogi 

Adityanath congratulated 
the winning candidates and 
tweeted that their victory in 
the elections was a symbol 
of  immense public trust in 
the double engine govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The CM said that the 
presence of  hardworking 
members who had deep 
faith in democratic values 
in the state would enhance 
the dignity of  the Legisla-
tive Council.

The CM also expressed 
best wishes for the bright 
future of  the newly elected 
council members.

CATTLE SCAM

Anubrata Mondal's judicial 

custody extended by 14 days
AGENCIES

KOLKATA: A special CBI 
court in Asansol on Friday 
extended the judicial custo-
dy of  Trinamool Congress' 
Birbhum district president 
Anubrata Mondal in con-
nection with his alleged 
involvement in the multi-
crore cattle smuggling scam 
in West Bengal.

The next hearing in the 
matter is scheduled on Feb-
ruary 17.

Now all eyes will be on 
hearing for Mondal's bail 
application in Delhi High 
Court on February 8. After 
the Rouse Avenue Court 
there recently rejected his 
bail application, Mondal's 
counsel moved a bail applica-
tion at the Delhi High Court.

Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) which is conduct-
ing a parallel probe in the 
cattle-smuggling scam and 
is keen to take Mondal to 
New Delhi to question him 

at the agency's national 
headquarter there, had 
opposed the bail plea. The 
bench at the Delhi High 
Court has issued a notice 
seeking ED's arguments 
in support of  its opposing 
Mondal's bail plea and the 
hearing in the matter will 
be on February 8.

Meanwhile, there are 
clear indications that Trin-
amool Congress leadership 

is silently distancing itself  
from Mondal. During the 
recent Birbhum district 
visit by the West Bengal 
chief  minister Mamata 
Banerjee, there was not a 
single picture of  Mondal 
in any of  the programs she 
attended. Except once, the 
chief  minister even did not 
utter the name of  Mondal 
during those programmes. 
She also said that from 

now onwards she will her-
self  supervise her party's 
organisation activities in 
Birbhum.

On Friday, while Mondal 
was being brought out of  
the special court of  CBI, 
the waiting media persons 
asked him about indications 
of  party leadership distanc-
ing itself  from him. Howev-
er, Mondal did not utter a 
single word to this question.

BJP slams AAP for questioning ED 

over excise policy case
UNI

NEW DELHI:  BJP on 
Friday slammed Arvind 
Kejriwal led AAP for ques-
tioning the functioning of  
ED and said the Delhi Chief  
Minster does not want cor-
ruption to end from the 
country.

"The way Aam Aadmi 
Party is questioning ED, it is 
becoming clear that Arvind 
Kejriwal is with those who 
increase corruption" BJP 
spokesperson Meenakshi 
Lekhi said, while address-
ing press conference here 
are Party Headquarters.

Lekhi said, "ED's duty 
is to act against illegal and 
unconstitutional activi-
ties in the country and If  
someone is challenging the 
capacity and work of  ED, 
then he is also violating the 

Supreme Court, because 
the Court has upheld all the 
powers given to ED."

She also accused the AAP 
of  being indulged in illegal 
activities and unregulated 
businesses.

The Party spokesperson 
also said that "the ED has 
proved through its investi-

gation that the Aam Aadmi 
Party is running illegal 
business under the guise of  
liquor policy".

She alleged the "ED has 
also revealed the names of the 
Chief Minister and the Deputy 
Chief Minister involved in this 
illegal business".

On Thursday, the 

Enforcement Directorate 
said that the Aam Aadmi 
Party used the money gen-
erated from the alleged 
Delhi liquor scam for elec-
tion campaigning in Goa.

"Investigation of  the 
trail of  this kickback so 
far has revealed that part 
of  these funds was used in 
the election campaign of  
the AAP," said the ED in 
the chargesheet filed in the 
case.

Responding to the ED's 
chargesheet Arvind Kejri-
wal had its charge was 
"completely fictional".

The Delhi Excise Policy, 
implemented from November 
17, 2021 was scrapped in July 
2022 following a CBI probe into 
its implementation.

The ED is investigat-
ing the money trail in the 
alleged scam.

PM condoles death 
of veteran filmmaker 
K. Viswanath

Yogi congratulates newly 
Elected Council members

UNI

NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister,  Naren-
dra Modi on Friday 
expressed deep grief  
over the demise of  
veteran filmmaker K 
Viswanath.

“Saddened by the 
passing away of  K 
Viswanath Garu," the 
PM tweeted. Modi said 
he was a stalwart of  the 
cinema world, distinguish-
ing himself  as a creative 
and multifaceted director.

"His films covered vari-

ous genres and enthralled 
audiences for decades. 

Condolences to his family 
and admirers. Om Shanti," 
the PM added. Vishwanath 
passed away on Thursday 
night in Hyderabad. He 
was 92.

UNI

LUCKNOW: Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Friday 
congratulated the win-
ning candidates from three 
graduate constituencies and 
two teachers constituencies 
in the biennial elections of  
Uttar Pradesh Legislative 
Council elections.

The CM tweeted, "The 
victory of  the BJP can-
didates in the elections 
to the upper house of  the 
State Legislature testifies 
immense public faith in the 
double engine government 
led by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi."

The CM said that the 
presence of  hardworking 

members who have deep 
faith in democratic values 
in UP, will enhance the dig-
nity of  the Council. "Con-
tribution of  experienced 
new members will prove to 
be helpful in building the 
‘New Uttar Pradesh of  New 
India'," he said.

The CM also expressed 
his best wishes for the 
bright future of  the newly 
elected council members.

5 new Judges to be appointed 
Soon to Supreme Court, 
Centre informs Apex Court

Teachers' scam: 
Trinamool youth leader 
sent to judicial custody

UNI

NEW DELHI: Supreme 
Court to get five new judges 
soon, as the Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) of India, told the 
Supreme Court that it would 
soon clear five names which 
were recommended by the 
collegium in December for 
appointment of judges in the 
apex court and warrant for 
their appointment would be 
issued shortly.

A division bench of  the 
Supreme Court, headed by 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
was hearing the petitions 
concerning delay by the Cen-
tral Government in clearing 
names as High Court and SC 
judges after being cleared by 
the Collegium.

The AG, R Venkatara-
mani, top law officer of the 
Union government appear-
ing for the Federal govt, told 
the top Court bench that the 
new appointments may come 
through by Sunday or very 
close to that day.

The Apex Court said the 
Centre is not taking a deci-
sion on transfer of  High 
Court judges, as recommend-
ed by the Supreme Court col-
legium is a very very serious 
matter and more serious 
than anything else.

"We will have to take a dif-
ficult decision. Do not make 
us to take a hard stand," the 
Supreme Court observed and 
told the AG, and it granted 
one week time to the Central 
government to take a deci-
sion.

"We will soon clear five 
names which were recom-
mended by the SC collegium 
in December for appoint-
ment of judges in the apex 
court and warrant for their 
appointment would be issued 
shortly," the AG assured 
the Supreme Court Friday, 
during the course of  the 
hearing.

Notably, Justices Pankaj 
Mithal, Sanjay Karol, PV 
Sanjay Kumar, Ahsanuddin 
Amanullah and Manoj Misra 
will be elevated soon.

The AG, pleaded to the 
Supreme Court that you 
(Judges) may not record the 
time. You may say it is hap-
pening.

"It has been happening! 
But when will this happen? 
Things have not been hap-
pening for years together," 
the Supreme Court observed.

The AG made it clear that 
he is just saying, a timeline 
may not be given. Every 
moment the file is being fol-
lowed up.

AGENCIES

KOLKATA:  A special Pre-
vention of  Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) court here 
on Friday sent Trinamool 
Congress youth leader 
Kuntal Ghosh to 14 days judi-
cial custody in connection 
with his alleged involvement 
in the multi-crore teachers' 
recruitment scam.

Ghosh was arrested by 
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) on January 21 
and since then he was in 
the custody of  the central 
agency. On Friday, he was 
presented at the court 
which sent him to judicial 
custody till February 17.

Counsel for ED told the 
court that Ghosh allegedly 
received around Rs 19 crore 
from different candidates 
for arranging jobs as teach-
ers in state-run schools and 
a major part of  that amount 
reached the former state 
Education Minister and 
Trinamool Secretary Gen-

eral Partha Chatterjee, who 
is in judicial custody in 
relation to the same scam.

Counsel also told the 
court that collection of  
scam proceeds by Ghosh 
was a two-way affair. First, 
he collected money promis-
ing jobs and when the inves-
tigation by central agencies 
like ED and Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI) in the 
matter started, he collected 
additional funds from the 
same candidates to make 
arrangements for fighting 
the legal battle if  their ser-
vices are terminated, coun-
sel added.

While moving his bail 
plea, Ghosh's counsel 
Raja Sengupta informed 
the court that the central 
agency had not recovered 
any money from Ghosh's 
residence. "My client has 
been arrested just on the 
basis of  allegations. Hence, 
the case of  money launder-
ing cannot be slapped on 
him," he argued.

Massive crackdown 

against child marriages 

in Assam, 1,800 held

AGENCIES

GUWAHATI: In a massive crack-
down against child marriages in 
Assam, the police on Friday arrest-
ed at least 1,800 people across the 
state, Chief  Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma has said.

Sarma told reporters on the side-
lines of  a programme here that the 
crackdown started on early Friday 
morning throughout the state, 
adding it would continue for 3-4 days.

The police have registered 4,004 
incidents of  child marriage in the 
last 10 days since the state Cabi-
net resolved on January 23 to take 
action. Many offenders have been 
arrested in this connection.

Police sources said the actual 
number of  arrests can be ascer-
tained only after going through the 
data from each district.

However, a senior police officer 
mentioned the number of  arrests 
would be quite huge as more than 4,000 
complaints have been registered.

Prasanta Kumar Bhuyan, 
Inspector General of  Police (IGP) 
(L&O) earlier said that the total 
number of  arrests was 1,793 till 
Friday morning.

Dhubri, where 370 charges have 
been filed, has seen the highest 
number of  arrests 136, followed by 
Barpeta (110), and Nagaon (100).

Meanwhile, Superintendent 
of  Police, Dibrugarh district, 

Shwetank Mishra said: "Once the 
Assam Cabinet took a decision on 
this issue, the police officers began 
collecting intelligence inputs. 
Based on that, we have registered 
83 cases here. Of  them, in five cases, 
we can apply the POCSO Act."

The police officer further said 
that the exercise is being conducted 
as Assam has a higher infant mor-
tality rate.

"When girls get married before 
18 years, they get pregnant early 
and this accounts for the higher 
death rate of  infants and mothers," 
he added.

CM Sarma had presided over 
a video conference meeting on 
Thursday night with senior police 
officers to discuss the police action 
that began on Friday.

The Protection of  Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act will 
be used to file charges against those 
who have married girls under the 
age of  14, and the Prohibition of  
Child Marriage Act, 2006 will be 
used to file charges against those 
who have married girls between the 
ages of  14 and 18, the state cabinet 
decided on January 23. They will 
be taken into custody, and the mar-
riages will be ruled unlawful.

Sarma had earlier stated that the 
priests, kazis, and family members 
participating in the administration 
of  such marriages would also be 
booked.

Four Bangladeshi 
infiltrators held 
in Bengal
KOLKATA: The Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB) has arrested four Bangladeshi 
infiltrators in Darjeeling district of  
West Bengal, sources said on Friday.

However, instead of  any border-
point with Bangladesh, they were 
arrested from the Indo- Nepal bor-
der-point at Panitanki in Darjeeling 
district.

Along with the four illegal Bangla-
desh infiltrators, two Indian citizens, 
identified as linkmen, have also been 
arrested.

It is learnt that the jawans of  
Battalion 9 of  SSB spotted the four 
Bangladeshi infiltrators near the 
Panitanki border- point with Nepal. 
Being suspicious of  their movement, 
the SSB jawans intercepted them and 
asked for their identity details.

During interrogation, they broke 
down and admitted to entering India 
illegally. Proof  of  their Bangladesh 
citizenship identity and fake Indian 
AADHAR cards were recovered from 
them. However, neither they have any 
passport nor any valid visa to come 
to India.

The four have been identified as Md 
Sohag Miyan, Saiful Islam, Kamrual 
Husain and Md Monir Husain. The 
SSB personnel then handed them over 
to the local Khoribari police station.

They confessed to the police that 
they were helped by two Indian citi-
zens namely Md Hosain, an original 
resident of  Jalpaiguri district and Md 
Sipon Sarkar, an original resident of  
Cooch Behar district. Later, the two 
were also arrested for assisting these 
four Bangladeshi infiltrators to enter 
India and arranging fake AADHAR 
cards for them.

Meanwhile, an official of  the intel-
ligence branch of  the state police said 
that of  late the illegal Bangladeshi 
residents are adopting indirect routes 
of  entering India via Nepal. "Because 
of  the increased patrolling by Border 
Security Force at the Indo- Bangladesh 
borders, infiltrating in India through 
these border points has become more 
difficult now than before. So, they are 
adopting this via- Nepal route where 
the Panitanki border is becoming 
their choicest entry point," he said.
(AGENCIES)
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India begin preparations for 
the first Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy Test in Nagpur
NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Test side, led by opener Rohit 
Sharma, on Friday began its 
preparations for the first 
Test against Australia start-
ing from February 9 at the 
Vidarbha Cricket Associa-
tion Stadium in Nagpur.

Batters Cheteshwar 
Pujara, Virat Kohli, KL 
Rahul and Suryakumar 
Yadav were among the first 
players pictured on social 
media accounts of  the 
Board of  Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) to have bat-
ting practice in the nets.

Ravindra Jadeja, who 
was deemed fit to feature 
in the series after playing 
a Ranji Trophy match for 
Saurashtra against Tamil 
Nadu, was also seen pad-
ding up and having a hit 
with the bat.

"TeamIndia have begun 
their preparations for the 
Border Gavaskar Trophy 
ahead of  the 1st Test in 
Nagpur," said the caption 
from the BCCI's social 
media accounts.

Australia, on the other 
hand, are currently training 
at the KSCA Cricket Ground 
in Alur, on the outskirts 
of  Bengaluru, where they 

are practicing on custom-
made wickets from Thurs-
day, which they feel will be 
dished out for four matches 
in the series.

Australia and India, cur-
rently ranked number one 
and two respectively in 
both the MRF ICC Men's 
Test Team Rankings and 
the ongoing ICC World Test 
Championship 2023 cycle, 
will meet in a highly-antic-
ipates four-match series 
to be held in Nagpur, New 
Delhi, Dharamshala and 

Ahmedabad.
India are the current 

holder of  the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, having 
won the last three series 
against Australia in 2017, 
2018-19 and 2020-21. India 
have hosted Australia in 14 
Test series and hold an 8-4 
lead, with two of  the series 
being drawn.

Eight of  these Test series 
in India have been played 
for the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy, with the hosts 
holding a 7-1 series lead in 

that time and a 16-5 win-loss 
ratio across the 25 Tests on 
their home soil, while Aus-
tralia last won a Test series 
in India in 2004.

A 4-0 series win for India 
would help them attain a 
points percentage of  68.06, 
which is likely to be enough 
for a crucial top-two finish 
in the WTC standings, while 
Australia are well-placed to 
qualify for the final to be 
held in June regardless of  
the series result in India.
(AGENCIES)

Bowling sessions before going 

for World Cup helping me in 

bowling: Deepti Sharma
EAST LONDON: India's 
off-spin all-rounder Deepti 
Sharma revealed that work-
ing on her bowling in spe-
cific sessions before arriv-
ing in South Africa is giving 
her results, as seen from a 
Player of  the Series award 
in the recent women's T20I 
tri-series.

In the women's T20I tri-
series, Deepti picked nine 
wickets, averaging 9.89, 
apart from making 49 runs 
to take the Player of  the 
Series award. She had ear-
lier picked 13 wickets at a 
remarkable average of  7.69 
in India's victorious cam-
paign at the Women's T20 
Asia Cup last year.

"I had worked with a 
single wicket with differ-
ent balls like with heavy 
ball and light ball. It was a 
turning wicket, so I got a 
lot of  help. I bowled to my 
strength. Like in the Power-
play, I go for breakthroughs 
and it helped the team. 
Whatever sessions that I did 
before the World Cup has 
helped me in my bowling," 
she said in the post-match 
press conference.

Deepti also acknowl-
edged that as a spinner, 
she got a lot of  help from 

the slow pitches of  Buffalo 
Park ahead of  the Women's 
T20 World Cup happening in 
South Africa from February 
10-26.

"We have played in South 
African wickets previous-
ly; spinners get turn here. 
All these matches that we 
played in the Tri-series, we 
got a lot of  help from the 
wicket," she said.

"Harry di (captain Har-
manpreet Kaur) also told 
me that I should just pick 
my spot and keep bowling 
according to the situation 
and I think we produced 
a good bowling effort and 
bowled according to the 
plan, and due to that bowl-
ers got help too."

Though India lost the tri-
series final to South Africa, 

Deepti, who has taken 96 
wickets from 87 T20Is so far 
in her career, insisted the 
visitors' did get a lot of  posi-
tives from the tournament.

"There are lots of  posi-
tives from the series, we 
did well as a bowling and 
batting unit. We have to 
just carry on these things 
to the World Cup as well. 
Whether we play England 
or any other team, we have 
to just focus on the things 
we did well here and con-
tinue doing that over there 
as well."

"Obviously South Africa 
have home conditions. But 
as a team, we have to carry 
forward what we have done 
right in the tri-series and 
not think about the opposi-
tion but our own team, what 
we can do better."

India will open their 
Group B campaign in the 
Women's T20 World Cup 
against arch-rivals Paki-
stan on February 12 at 
Newlands Cricket Ground 
in Cape Town. Apart from 
Pakistan, they will also 
face 2009 champions Eng-
land and 2016 winners West 
Indies and Ireland in the 
group stage of  the competi-
tion.(AGENCIES)

We want to win the T20 World Cup trophy once again: England captain Heather Knight
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI: Ahead of  the Wom-
en's T20 World Cup starting in South 
Africa, England captain Heather 
Knight expressed that there is eager-
ness for success in her side as they 
want to win the trophy once again 
and believes that team is capable of  
beating anyone on their day in the 
competition.

England's campaign in the Wom-
en's T20 World Cup begins against 
2016 champions West Indies on Feb-
ruary 11 in Paarl as part of  Group B 
that includes matches against India, 
Pakistan and Ireland.

"It's amazing to be here in South 
Africa ready to test ourselves in 
another global tournament. We have 
come close on a few occasions since 
2017 and it would be really special to 
go one step further this time around. 
We haven't lifted the trophy since 2009 
and we'd quite like to put that right. 
We felt in a great place in 2020 before 
the rain intervened at Sydney but in 
many ways that feels like a lifetime 
ago, with COVID-19 entering the mix soon after." "We know on our day that we can be a match for anyone, our job now is to 

ensure we have our day as regularly 
as possible to keep being aggressive, 
taking the game forward and backing 
our strengths," wrote Heather in her 
column for the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Friday.

The right-handed batter also 
praised England's depth in the format 
and believed that the experience 
gained by younger players in the team 
last summer was a good sign for the 
team's future.

"We enjoyed the West Indies tour 
and it's been great to see so many 
players putting up their hands, vying 
for selection and taking on-board how 
we want to play our cricket. Last 
summer we had a few players out, 
myself  included, and while that was 
tough from a performance point of  
view it was quite valuable in terms of  
exposing some of  our younger players 
and giving them the opportunity to 
showcase their skill on the big stage," 
she said.

"That's led to a group of  younger 
players coming to the fore and that's 
an exciting sign for our future. The 
likes of  Charlie Dean, Lauren Bell, 

Alice Capsey and Maia Bouchier have 
their first shot at an ICC Women's T20 
World Cup, which we know they'll 
relish," she added.

The T20 World Cup in South Africa 
is also England's first major tourna-
ment under the coaching of  Jon Lewis 
and Heather thinks he has provided 
clarity on the side's approach to the 
shortest format of  the game.

"Since we last took part in an ICC 
tournament Jon Lewis has come into 
our group as head coach and with it 
he's brought additional clarity about 
how we want to play our cricket. We 
want to be aggressive, we want to 
choose the positive option when the 
game's in the balance and we want to 
entertain and inspire," Knight said.

He was involved with both the 
England Men's white-ball team under 
Eoin Morgan and, more recently, the 
England Men's Test team under Bren-
don McCullum and Ben Stokes, and 
he's seen first-hand the positivity that 
can be created when you're able to 
successfully shift a team's mindset 
and embrace walking towards the 
danger. That's our aim," she added.

India rise to No. 3 in IBA's 
world boxing rankings

UNI

NEW DELHI: India con-
tinues to take rapid strides 
in the boxing world as it 
jumped to third spot in the 
International Boxing Asso-
ciation’s (IBA) latest world 
ranking.

Boxing Federation of  
India’s (BFI) "athlete-first" 
approach and exceptional 
performances from its 
boxers saw India accumu-
late 36,300 ranking points, 
only behind Kazakhstan 
(48100) and Uzbekistan 
(37600). They have also 
surpassed top boxing pow-
erhouse nations including 
countries like the USA and 
Cuba, which are ranked 
fourth and ninth respective-
ly in the current standings.

“This is a milestone 
moment for India, BFI, its 
boxers and all the fans out 
there. From the 44th posi-
tion a few years ago to third, 
Indian boxing has taken a 
giant leap. BFI has been 
working hard to fulfil the 
mission of  making India a 
boxing powerhouse and it 
has ensured the best facili-
ties for players across all 
age groups, helping them 
build confidence with regu-
lar state and national cham-
pionships, foreign exposure 
trips and necessary support 
system. This ranking indi-
cates India’s rapid growth 
as a boxing nation and also 
shows its strong position in 
the world which has been 
built over the last few years 
in a focused manner,” said 
Ajay Singh, President of  
Boxing Federation of  India.

Indian boxing has wit-
nessed an unprecedented 
rise in recent years with the 
teams consistently finishing 
amongst the top 5 countries 
at global multi-nation tour-
naments such as World 
Championships, Asian 
Games and Commonwealth 
Games. In the last two CWG, 
Indian boxers have won an 
unprecedented 16 medals 
and Indian Boxers have 140 
medals to their names since 
2008 in top international 
events.

Since 2016, Indian 
boxers have won 16 Elite 
World Championships 
medals across men’s and 
women’s categories. BFI 
has also hosted several big-
ticket international events 
in the country and from 
March 15 to 26, they will 
organise the prestigious 
Women’s World Boxing 

Championships for the 
third time in India.

“Hosting big interna-
tional tournaments play a 
crucial role in encourag-
ing domestic growth of  
the sport as well as inspire 
the next generation to take 
up the game. The world 
has already witnessed 
our hosting abilities with 
the Youth Women's World 
Boxing Championships in 
Guwahati in 2017 followed 
by the Elite Women's World 
Boxing Championships in 
New Delhi in 2018 and now 
we are set to organise the 
third World Elite Women 
Championships.”

India’s excellent show 
has also extended to the 
junior and youth level with 
22 medals from the last two 
Youth World Champion-
ships indicates a shining 
future of  Indian boxing.

Mumbai, Ahmedabad to play in Women's Premier 

League 2023 opener on March 4: Report
NEW DELHI: The inaugural 
edition of  the Women's Pre-
mier League (WPL) could 
begin with Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad (named as Guja-
rat Giants) teams facing off  in 
a highly-anticipated opener 
at the DY Patil Stadium, Navi 
Mumbai, on March 4.

As per a report in 
Cricbuzz, a tentative sched-
ule, being circulated among 
the relevant authorities of  
the yet to be launched league, 
has the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
face-off  marked for March 4 
to kickstart the WPL.

The two franchises are 
owned by industrialists 
Mukesh Ambani and Gautam 
Adani respectively, some-

thing which had been given 
some hype during the ILT20 
when the MI Emirates and 
Gulf  Giants faced off  in the 
ongoing ILT20 in the UAE.

The report added that apart 
from DY Patil Stadium, the 
CCI-Brabourne Stadium is 
earmarked as another venue. 
The Wankhede Stadium, the 
primary venue in the city, is 
being left for an India-Austra-
lia men's ODI on March 17 and 
is followed by the IPL, which is 
likely to start on April 1.

It added that the return 
match between Mumbai 
and Ahmedabad teams in 
the WPL is scheduled for 
March 14. In the second 
match of  the tentative WPL 

schedule, Team Bengaluru 
will face Team Delhi at CCI 
on March 5, when a double 
header has been slated.

Gujarat Giants will 
return to play on Day Two, 
against Team Lucknow 
(named as Lucknow War-
riors), at DY Patil Stadium 
on Sunday night. With the 
competition between five 
teams, the report also said 
three of  the five competing 
sides could make it to the 
play-offs, with the table top-
pers directly entering the 
final. It means that second 
and third-placed sides will 
be playing the Eliminator.

The report also added that 
the WPL, having 22 matches, 

will have five off  days, the 
first one being on March 17 
and again two days later, the 
second break, on March 19. 
The next two are after the 
completion of  the league 
stage, on March 22 and 23. 
The Eliminator is on March 
24 at CCI and with the final 
on March 26, a Sunday, at DY 
Patil Stadium after the fifth 
and final off  day on March 25.

Adani Group, through 
Adani Sportsline Pvt. Ltd 
got the Ahmedabad fran-
chise named Gujarat Giants 
with the highest bid of  INR 
1289 crores, Indiawin Sports 
Pvt. Ltd acquired Mumbai 
franchise with a bid of  INR 
912.99 crores.

Royal Challengers Sports 
Pvt. Ltd, JSW GMR Cricket 
Pvt. Ltd and Capri Global 
Holdings Pvt. Ltd won the rest 
of  the three teams, Bangalore, 
Delhi and Lucknow (named 
as Lucknow Warriors) with 
winning bids of  INR 901 
crores, INR 810 crores and 
INR 757 crores respectively.

Viacom18 Media Pri-
vate Limited had won the 
consolidated bid for media 
rights (i.e., Global Televi-
sions Rights and Global 
Digital Rights) of  the WPL 
for 2023-2027. Viacom18 won 
the rights with a bid of  INR 
951 crores, which translates 
to a per match value of  INR 
7.09 crores.(AGENCIES)

Indian Super League 2022-23 
playoffs, final dates announced

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu extends 
Bengaluru FC stay till 2028

UNI

MUMBAI: The Indian Super 
League (ISL) on Friday announced 
the dates of  the 2022-23 playoffs 
and final scheduled to be played in 
March.

The playoffs will start from 
March 3 with the final being played 
on March 18.

The top two teams at the end of  
the league stage will automatically 
qualify for the semi-finals.

Teams finishing 3rd to 6th will 
feature in a single-leg play-off  to 
determine the other two semi-
finalists.
Format / Dates of playoffs as per the 
positions in League table:
Knockout 1: 3rd March – 4 (Home team) 
vs 5 (Away Team)

Knockout 2: 4th March – 3 (Home team) 
vs 6 (Away )
Semi-final 1 – 1st leg: 7th March – 1 
(Home team) vs Winner of Knockout 1
Semi-final 2 – 1st leg: 9th March – 2 
(Home team) vs Winner of Knockout 2
Semi-final 1 – 2nd leg: 12th March – 
Winner of Knockout 1 (Home team) vs 1
Semi-final 2 – 2nd leg: 13th March – 
Winner of Knockout 2 (Home team) vs 2

The venue of  the Indian Super 
League 2022-23 season final will be 
announced soon.

For the first time in the history 
of  ISL, 6 teams have the opportunity 
to go ahead of  the league stage and 
stake their claim on the ISL trophy.

Mumbai City FC and Hyderabad 
FC have already qualified for the 
next round with fierce battles under-
way for the remaining 4 spots.

AGENCIES

BENGALURU: Goalkeeper Gur-
preet Singh Sandhu has extended 
his stay with the Bengaluru FC till 
2028, the Indian Super League (ISL) 
club announced on Friday.

"Bengaluru FC have secured the 
long-term presence of  goalkeeper 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu between 
their sticks as the custodian has put 
pen to paper on a five-year contract 
that will keep him at the club till 
2028," read the club's official release.

The Bengaluru FC goalkeeper 
took to Twitter to express his 
delight at extending his stay with 
the Blues and said: "What's a 
second five-year stint with the same 
football club in India? Unthink-
able? Unprecedented? Unorthodox? 

Unreal? Then again, when have we 
been fans of  the ordinary?"

The 31-year-old who joined the 
club in 2017 after becoming the first 
Indian player to play in the UEFA 
Europa League at Norway's Stabaek 
FC has been a mainstay in Benga-
luru FC's starting XI since and has 
gone from strength to strength also 
making the starting spot in the 
Indian national team his own.

During this time with Bengaluru 
FC, Sandhu has won three trophies 
which include the Indian Super 
League (ISL) title in 2018-19, the 
Super Cup in 2018 and most recent-
ly the Durand Cup in 2022. Sandhu 
has made 108 appearances in the 
Hero ISL and only Amrinder Singh 
is the other goalkeeper to have fea-
tured more in the Indian top-flight.
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M AHMAD

We need to 
awaken the innate 
conscience in world 
citizens to promote 
more effective 
communication 
between people and 
nations and thereby 
attain unity. When 
our actions are 
guided by conscience 
and wisdom, we will 
be able to solve the 
long-accumulated 
and emerging global 
problems.

HUMAN FRATERNITY

Towards the global 

love and tolerance

Tolerance and love is an 
important concept that 
helps people to live togeth-
er peacefully. To be toler-

ant means that you accept other 
people’s opinions and preferenc-
es, even when they live in a way 
that you don’t agree with. Toler-
ance also means that you don’t 
put your opinions above those of  
others, even when you are sure 
that you are right. Tolerant people 
show strength in that they can 
deal with different opinions and 
perspectives. The world is like a 
ship traveling through a storm, 
and we are all in the same boat. 
We need helmsmen with stable 
and supportive energy to lead 
global citizens to work together 
with one heart and move in the 
right direction while awakening 
people’s conscience to make deci-
sions and take actions with love 
and conscience, overcome daunt-
ing challenges, move towards 
peace, and usher in a brighter 
future for future generations. 
Humans became the dominant 
species of  the world because of  
their social organization, built out 
of  tolerance. If  our early ances-
tors were intolerant, they would 
have killed each other rather 
than built civilizations. It is only 
by being tolerant that we can live 
harmoniously with others, can 
achieve our dreams, and fulfill 
our aspirations. Everyone should 
thus make being tolerant of  their 
way of  life.

The General Assembly of  the 
United Nations proclaimed the day 
on 21st December 2020 through 
the resolution 75/200 to promote 
unity and tolerance of  different 
beliefs and races and cultures 
among people. People celebrated 

the day for the very first time on 
4 February 2021 as "International 
Day of  Human Fraternity". The 
day enhances global citizens’ well-
being and inspires their common 
aspirations to create a culture 
of  peace and mobilize the inter-
national community to promote 
peace, tolerance, acceptance, 
understanding, and solidarity. 
The International Day of  Human 
Fraternity reaffirms the objec-
tives and principles enshrined in 
the UN Charter and the Universal 
Declaration of  Human Rights, in 
particular the right to freedom of  
thought, conscience, and religion, 
and urges global citizens to build 
a fraternal world. Since ancient 
times, the promotion and practice 
of  love and kindness has been the 
manifestation of  the spirit of  fra-
ternity. This spirit aids in the real-
ization of  sustainable develop-
ment, serves as the guiding prin-
ciple of  fundamental education, 
and represents the worldview of  
a sustainable and peaceful future.

Tolerance and love can be 
simply stated as the ability to 
accept diversity and to live and let 
others live. A person having a high 
tolerance and love quotient would 
be able to practice fair and objec-
tive behavior towards those whose 
opinions differ from his opinions. 
By being tolerant, we are respect-
ing and learning from others, valu-
ing differences, bridging cultural 
gaps, rejecting unfair stereotypes, 
discovering common ground, and 
creating new bonds. The relation-
ship between love and tolerance in 
all societies is an important matter, 
and perhaps it is a basis for build-
ing society, and these relations have 
firm pillars that strike their roots 
in the depths in order to maintain 
the strength of social relations, and 
perhaps the most prominent and 
most important pillars in strength-
ening the bonds of  brotherhood 
and friendship between individuals 
in societies. The love that emanates 
from the heart must be interpreted 
by the eyes, expressed by words, 
and expressed by actions and deal-
ing with the other party. It must 
be clarified that love is not only for 
lovers, but is for all people. And 
every individual in this life must 
love in order to see life as purer, 
purer, and higher, and this love will 
certainly lead to other moral values 
in social relations.

The lover overlooks the mistakes 
of  the beloved, ignores many of the 
pitfalls, tries to lay down justifica-
tions and excuses, and seeks an 
excuse for the mistakes he may 
have committed, and this is called 
tolerance. Love and tolerance are 
related to each other just like the 
connection of  the fetus with its 
mother, the connection of  clouds 
with the sky, and the connection 
of  fish with water. The seeds of  
tolerance cannot be planted, and 
its fruits sprout in the heart of  a 
hateful person who hates the other 
party. Rather, tolerance must be 
linked to love, respect, 
friendliness, and 
noble feelings 
far from 
i n t e r -
e s t s , 
f a r 

f r o m 
provok-
ing sedi-
tion, harm 
and harm to the 
other party, and here 
comes the role of  Ignor-
ing in dealing, that is, not checking 
every mistake, as long as it can be 
forgotten and does not affect the 
essence of  the relationship between 
human beings. Tolerance rises to 
higher ranks the more love increas-
es, and love shines and increases in 
class the more it is adorned with 
tolerance.

Teaching children about love 
and tolerance is the best gift 
that we can give them. Children 
shouldn’t grow up with feelings of  
hate and suspicion. Children who 
grow up with hate and jealousy of  
others turn into unhappy people. 
And children who are forced to 

believe certain opinions will 
develop into people who aren’t 
free or independent thinkers. If  
children experience love and tol-
erance, they will be able to grow 
up and lead happy and peaceful 
life. In addition to humane care, 
the human fraternity prioritizes 
defending the freedom of  thought 
and religion and opposing any 
form of  discrimination or

persecution against religion 
or belief. People’s right to freely 
choose their religion should be 
fully respected. Different religions 

and beliefs should appreciate and 
learn from one anoth-

er, and religious 
leaders are 

e n c o u r -
aged to 

foster 

world 
p e a c e 

t h r o u g h 
religious dia-

logue and the inte-
gration of  diverse 

religions. This is an 
indispensable element of  love and 
tolerance in a democratic society.

Tolerance and love is essential to 
live a healthy life. We live in a world 
which is rich blend of  cultural tra-
ditions and this leads to major dif-
ferences among the people. Being 
an entity of  this world, we are 
supposed to interact with people 
of  differing cultures, ethnicities, 
nationalities, races, and religions. 
Our circle of  friends, schoolmates, 
collegemates, office colleagues 
and all people around us reflects 
the diversity around us. In short, 
success in today’s world depends 
on being able to appreciate others' 

work and being tolerant to the dif-
ferences that co-exist. Tolerance 
and love mean the ability to respect 
others' feelings and their opinions 
on a specific issue, despite having 
conflicting views of  our own. A 
tolerant person listens to the opin-
ions of  others patiently and tries to 
understand their perspective.

While at the same time, they 
put across their opinions or 
ideas with love and without any 
conflict. Tolerance thus means 
accepting everyone's opinions 
without conflict. We need to 
awaken the innate conscience in 
world citizens to promote more 
effective communication between 
people and nations and thereby 
attain unity. When our actions are 
guided by conscience and wisdom, 
we will be able to solve the long-
accumulated and emerging global 
problems. Because conscience 
is the highest code of  conduct 
all human beings share, it tran-
scends differences in skin color, 
gender, language, or faith. Toler-
ance and love allow us to focus 
on a greater purpose and work 
for our collective well-being as a 
human race while striving for a 
peaceful and happy world for all. 
Barring occasional incidents of  
violence and hatred, the Indian 
civilization has always celebrat-
ed plurality and promoted love 
&amp; tolerance. This spirit has 
countered the destructive forces 
within India and created opportu-
nities for Indians both within and 
outside our country. Thus, despite 
the diversity within Indian soci-
ety in terms of  religion, region, 
caste, and language – our spirit 
love tolerance has helped all of  us 
to survive, sustain and flourish.

Come, let us sow seeds of  Toler-
ance and love in the soil of  tired 
hearts and water it with the water 
of  love, and the light of  kindness, 
forgiveness, and sincerity, so 
that the sweetest fruits of  kind-
ness, purity, purity, and sincer-
ity sprout in it. No value is more 
important to success than Toler-
ance. No emotion is so vital in its 
struggle for success, then is Love. 
Without either, we would have 
perished as a society long ago.
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