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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21
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Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.
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Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
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 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
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SUBZERO KASHMIR

Progressing J&K

Fake 
Orders Case

Office of LG J&K     
@OfficeOfLGJandK

Had a productive meeting with Hon'ble Union 
Minister of Power, Shri RK Singh Ji & senior officials of  
@MinOfPower . Discussed various issues including 
demand for higher allocation of power to J&K, 
augmentation of transmission & distribution 
infrastructure & ongoing power projects.

Residents 
foil youth’s 
suicide attempt 
in Sopore

Waris Fayaz

Srinagar: The residents 
on Thursday evening 
foiled a suicide attempt 
by a youth in the Sopore 
area of north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, re-
ports said. An official was 
quoted said that the youth 
during evening hours was 
spotted by locals attempt-
ing to jump into the river 
Jhelum at Chankhan 
bridge in Sopore.

“Following this, the 
locals rushed towards 
him and foiled his suicide 
attempt,” he said.

He said the youth was 
from Naidkhai area of Ha-
jin and he will be handed 
over to his family after 
proper counseling. (KNO)

CBK produces 
challan against 
2 persons
Srinagar: The Economic 
Offence Wing of Crime 
Branch Kashmir pro-
duced a challan against 
two persons in a case 
related to issuing fake 
and forged orders of 
licence for establishment 
of Fair Price shops As 
per a statement issued 
here, a spokesman said 
that a challan has been 
produced in a case under 
FIR number 31 of 2022 
under section 420, 467,468, 
471, 120-B RPC of Police 
Station Crime Branch 
Kashmir Now Economic 
Offence Wing P-02

J&K authorities 
cancel junior 
legal assistants’ 
recruitment exam

GMK News Network

Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir Legal Services 
Authority has cancelled 
the examination for the 

post of junior le-
gal assistants 

which was 
conducted on 
13 Novem-
ber 2021, 

officials said. 
In a notification 

by member secretary MK 
Sharma, the authority 
stated that it has given 
the sanction to cancel the 
examination P-02

Set timeline for construction of transit 
accom for KPs: Parliament panel tells Centre

Dulloo reviews 
implementation 
of PM KISAN 
in J&K

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Additional 
Chief Secretary (ACS), 
Agriculture Production 
Department (APD), Atal 
Dulloo Thursday chaired 
a meeting to review the 
implementation of PM 
Kisan in Jammu and 
Kashmir in view of the 
disbursement of 13th 

installment 
under PM 
KISAN. 

Divisional 
Commission-

er Jammu, 
Secretary 
in P-02

Nasir Azam

Srinagar: A parliamentary 
panel has recommended to the 
Union Home Ministry to set a 
timeline for the completion of 
construction of the remaining 
transit accommodations for 
migrants in Kashmir Valley 
and ensure that the deadlines 
are adhered to.

In its report tabled in the 
Parliament the department-
related parliamentary stand-
ing committee on Ministry of 
Home Affairs has said that it 
is disappointed to note that 
precious time of four year has 
passed just in deciding the 
issue of constructing transit 
homes at private or govern-
ment lands. “The committee 
notes that only 1,025 units 
have been completed or sub-
stantially completed, while 
1,488 units are still at various 
stages of completion. Howev-
er, the status of the construc-
tion of the remaining 3,487 
units is unclear. The commit-
tee is disappointed to note that 
precious time of four year has 
passed just in deciding the 
issue of constructing transit 
homes at private or govern-
ment lands. Now that the issue 
has been decided, the commit-
tee, therefore, recommends 
that the MHA should set a 
timeline for the completion of 
construction of the remaining 
transit accommodations and 
ensure that the deadlines are 
adhered to,” reads the recom-
mendations made by the panel 
after the government submit-
ted an action taken report on 

its earlier observations.
Under the Prime Minister’s 

Development Package, 2015 
(PMDP-2015), 6000 transit ac-
commodations have been ap-
proved to provide accommo-
dation to Kashmiri migrant 
employees in the Valley.

In its action taken report, the 
government informed the com-
mittee that in the initial phase, 
the private land was to be ac-
quired for the construction of 
these transit accommodations.

“However, due to cost esca-
lation and delay in the land 
acquisition process, govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir 
had decided in 2019 to provide 

government land in order to 
speed up the construction 
work. Land required for con-
struction of transit accommo-
dations is now available with 
the concerned department,” 
the government submitted to 
the committee

Earlier, on Wednesday, 
Union Minister of State for 
Home Nityanand Rai said in 
Lok Sabha that as many as 
2,639 Government jobs have 
been provided to Kashmiri 
migrants under Prime Min-
ister’s Development Package 
(PMDP), 2015.

He also said the Government 
has approved construction of 

6,000 transit accommodation 
for Kashmiri migrant employ-
ees engaged or to be engaged 
in different departments of 
Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir in the Valley.

“2,639 Government jobs 
have been provided to Kash-

miri migrants under Prime 
Minister’s Development Pack-
age (PMDP), 2015,” he said in a 
written reply.

Further, the Minister said 
the Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir has launched a 
portal on September 7, 2021 
to address the grievances of 
Kashmiri migrants.

The Government of India 

reimburses the expenditure 
incurred by the Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
providing the following facili-
ties to the eligible Kashmiri 
migrants settled in Jammu, 
he said.

Meanwhile, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Government has re-
ported investment proposal to 
the tune of Rs 64,000 crore of 
which over Rs 2,500 crore has 
already been received, Lok 
Sabha was informed.

Nityanand Rai said Rs 
840.55 crore investment has 
came in 2017-18, Rs 590.97 
crore investment in 2018-19, 
Rs 296.64 crore in 2019-20, Rs 
412.74 crore in 2020-21 and Rs 
376.76 crore in 2021-22.

The Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir has reported re-
ceiving proposals for invest-
ments worth approximately Rs 
64,000 crore so far, he said re-
plying to a written question.On 
Wednesday, Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha visited Baramulla and 
Bandipora in connection with 
the onsite inspection of Transit 
accommodations at Fatehpora 
Baramullla and Bandipora. 

LG Sinha directed the offi-
cials and construction agency 
to complete the project imme-
diately and with no delays. 

He ascertained the progress 
of the work being carried out 
at the two sites, and laid em-
phasis on timely completion 
of the works. 

In Baramulla, the LG was 
accompanied by Deputy Com-
missioner, Syed Sehrish As-
gar and other administrative 
officers. —(KNO)

However, due to cost escalation and delay in the land acquisition process, government of Jammu and Kashmir 
had decided in 2019 to provide government land in order to speed up the construction work. Land required for construction of transit 
accommodations is now available with the concerned department.” .........the government submitted to the committee

GMK New Network

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Manoj Sinha had a meeting 
Thursday with Union Minister 
of Power and NRE Shri R.K. 
Singh at Delhi.

Power Secretary, Shri Alok 
Kumar and other senior offi-
cials of the Ministry of Power 
and New & Renewable Energy 
were also present. Various mea-
sures required to ensure un-
interrupted power supply and 
improve power infrastructure 
in the Union Territory of J&K 
were discussed. The Lt Gover-
nor requested higher power al-
location to J&K. Union Minister 
of Power and NRE Shri R.K. 
Singh assured to examine this 
request and take early action.

The Lt Governor also shared 
the efforts of the UT Govern-
ment toward building up 
transmission and distribution 
infrastructure and steps taken 

to reduce the AT&C losses and 
improving the quality and reli-
ability of power supply to the 
people. Union Minister of Power 

assured that the ministry will 
extend all possible assistance to 
ensure adequate availability of 
resources.

LG Sinha  Meets Union Power Minister
Measures to ensure uninterrupted power supply to J&K discussed

GMK News Network

JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Dr 
Arun Kumar Mehta, Thursday 
remarked that filling the skill 
gap requirements of latest 
trends in the industry is need 
of the hour as it will create lot 
of employability avenues for 
the youth.

Chief Secretary made these 
remarks while addressing a 
one day workshop on Skilling 
of youth at Food Craft Institute 
(FCI) here. Addressing the par-
ticipants virtually, Dr. Mehta 
observed that giving impetus 
to the soft skills in the Tour-
ism sector is crucially signifi-
cant as the sector has P-02

Filling skill gap requirements 
of latest trends in industry 
need of the hour: CS

CS launches SWAGATAM to give 
hassle-free entry to visitors 
coming to Civil Secretariat

Chief Secretary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta Thurs-
day launched the online Visitor Management 
System called SWAGATAM at Srinagar Civil 

Secretariat in presence of Administrative Secretar-
ies to ensure easy and hassle-free entry of visitors 
to both Secretariats at Jammu and Srinagar. The 
system shall enable a person to schedule P-02

GMK News Network

Srinagar- Sub-zero tempera-
tures continued in Kashmir 
Valley with the famous tourist 
resort of Pahalgam recording 
a low of minus 5.6°C on Thurs-
day. There is no respite in 
sight also as Chillai-e-Kalan— 

the 40-day-long chilliest part of 
the winter season—is all set to 
start from December 21 amid 
forecast for dry weather. It is 
followed by a 20-day long ‘Chil-

lai Khurd’ and a 10-day-long 
‘Chilla Bachha’.

A meteorological depart-
ment official said that Sri-
nagar recorded a low of minus 
3.2°C against the previous 
night’s minus 3.2°C. While the 
mercury was around 2.4°C be-
low normal during this time 

of the year, the official said, it 
was two notches above the low-
est temperature recorded this 
season on December 5 and 14.

Qazigund recorded P-02

At -5.6°C Pahalgam records 
season's coldest night

IANS

Kolkata:  An untrained eye could 
mistake them for Chinese-made 
walking sticks used by trekkers 
in the high-altitude terrain. But 
Indian Army soldiers know bet-
ter. Walking sticks for trekkers 
have firm grips and a pointy end 
for a better grip while going up 
or down slopes but they do not 
have lethal spikes sticking out.

These are specially-designed 
clubs for China's People's Lib-
eration Army (PLA) personnel, 
the likes of which were used 
during the Galwan clash in 2020.

Over a hundred of them, 
seized from PLA soldiers be-
tween December 8 and 9, now 
adorn a room in the Tawang 
Sector of Arunachal Pradesh. 
These clubs are also designed 
to emit bright flashes during a 

clash in the night to temporar-
ily disorient the opponent.

Fortunately, Indian soldiers 
at Yangste knew better. They 
didn't allow the skirmish to car-
ry on for long and beat back the 
adversary well before dark.

"PLA soldiers no longer come 
in combat fatigues when they at-
tempt to breach the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC). They come 
in riot gear with body armour, 
shields and such clubs. We first 
saw the use of such P-02

'PLA sought unilateral 
ceasefire at Yangste to 
free 63 soldiers'

GMK News Network

SRINAGAR: Fish farming 
is emerging as a lucrative 
means of livelihood for young 
entrepreneurs across Jammu 
and Kashmir with the sup-
port of Central Government’s 
Rashtriya Kissan Vikas Yojna 
(RKVY). The department of 
fisheries is propagating fish 
culture to give job opportuni-
ties to educated youth, besides 
the development of recreation-
al fisheries as a method of in-
come for those interested in 
pursuing aquarium fishing as 
a profession.

In Anantnag, three brothers 
have started fish farming busi-
ness after getting help from De-
partment of Fisheries. Ashiq 
Hussain, owner of a trout fish 

farm said that they received a 
lot of help from the department 
in terms of construction, feed 
and equipment. “My brothers 
and I completed our studies 

but were still unable to find 
jobs. We approached the de-
partment of fisheries and they 
taught us how to cultivate fish. 
We received subsidies under 
the Centre’s Rashtriya Kissan 
Vikas Yojna P-02

With RKVY support, fish farming 
emerging as lucrative means of 
livelihood for J&K youth

IANS

Srinagar: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his trusted 
lieutenant Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah within three 
years have transformed Jam-
mu and Kashmir from a ter-
rorism-hit state to one of the 
most progressive regions in the 
country.

Soon after Narendra Modi 
took over the reins of the 
country in 2014, he made his 
intentions clear about scrap-
ping J&K's special status and 
its complete merger with the 
Union of India.

When PM Modi returned to 
power with a thumping majori-
ty in 2019, he assigned "Mission 
Kashmir" to Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah with a direc-
tion that all the problems hov-
ering around Kashmir should 
be resolved once for all.

Shah without wasting any 
time brought the Bill to abro-
gate Article 370, a temporary 
provision in the Constitution, 
on August 5, 2019.

Both the Houses passed the 

historic Bill to end the so-called 
special status of J&K and divid-
ed the region into two Union 
Territories, J&K and Ladakh. 
What the leaders couldn't do in 

70-years was done by PM Modi 
led dispensation within a span 
of 5-years after assuming the 
power. When J&K's special was 
revoked, Kashmir-based lead-
ers announced that J&K's con-

nection with India had been 
broken and within no time Hi-
malayan region would end up 
in the lap of Pakistan. They had 
predicted a massive P-02

In 3-years, PM Modi, Amit Shah transform 
terrorism-hit J&K into progressive J&K
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 

Turn on Page | 2

 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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J&K authorities cancel junior 
conducted on Saturday, 13 November 2021 for the 
post of Junior Legal Assistants.

“The Notification No.01 of 2021 dated 08.03.2021 for 
the posts of Legal Assistants and Junior Legal As-
sistants is also cancelled, ” it said.

The notification further said that fresh advertise-
ment notification for recruitment of Legal Assis-
tants and Junior Legal Assistants shall be issued in 
due course of time. (KDC)

CBK produces challan 
against
before the Court of Special Mobile Magistrate Bud-
gam against Aijaz Ahmad Lone S/O Farooq Ahmad 
Lone R/O Sumlar Bandipora and Jamsheed Ahmad 
Dar S/O Ghulam Rasool Dar R/O Tilanpora Bud-
gam.

“The instant case had been registered upon a 
written communication received from the Assistant 
Director Food Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs 
(FCS & CA) Budgam, wherein it was alleged that the 
fake and forged orders of license for establishment 
of Fair Price Shop at Jawalpora and Chayera-Gune 
Budgam are circulating and attributed to have been 
issued from the office of Assistant Director FCS & 
CA Budgam,” the statement said.

Accordingly, preliminary verification was con-
ducted at Economic Offence Wing of Crime Branch 
Kashmir which culminated in the registration of 
the Case FIR No. 31 of 2022 of Police Station Crime 
Branch Kashmir Now Economic Offences Wing, it 
said.

“During the course of investigation, it has estab-
lished that accused persons namely Ajaz Ahmad 
Lone S/O Farooq Ahmad Lone R/O Sumlar Bandi-
pora and Jamsheed Ahmad Dar S/O Ghulam Rasool 
Dar R/O Tilanpora Budgam in league with each oth-
er hatched a criminal conspiracy and extracted the 
amount from the innocent beneficiaries on the pre-
text of providing them Fair Price License orders and 
have managed fake Fair Price order copies in a de-
ceitful manner and thus cheated the beneficiaries, 
the commission of offences Punishable U/S 420,467, 
468, 471,120-B RPC has been established against ac-
cused persons mention above and accordingly Chal-
lan of the said case produced in the court of law for 
judicial determination,” the statement added.

Dulloo reviews 
implementation
APD, Special Secretary APD, several District Devel-
opment Commissioners (district level chairman PM 
KISAN), Regional Director Survey & Land records 
Jammu (Nodal Officer), District Nodal Officers, 
Director Agriculture Kashmir/Jammu, Assistant 
Commissioners Revenue, Chief Agriculture Of-
ficers, representatives of J&K Bank Ltd and other 
concerned attended the meeting. Kashmir based of-
ficers, DDCs, ADDCs, ACRs, CAOs, & district users 
of PM KISAN attended the meeting through video 
conferencing.

The ACS in detail discussed the targets, achieve-
ments, pendency and recoveries, seeding of bank 
accounts with Aadhaar of the beneficiaries, their 
linking with revenue records and e-KYC from every 
district with regard to PM KISAN.

The meeting was also informed about the tar-
gets, achievements and pendency in both Record of 
Rights (RoR) and e-KYC uploadings etc.

The meeting also discussed the weeding out of 
ineligible beneficiaries,  income tax payees, and 
government employees wherein PM-KISAN install-
ments have been disbursed.

The meeting also discussed the bulk uploading of 
revenue records of PM-KISAN, e-KYC pendency and 
to be cleared in a mission mode.

He directed the lead bank to saturate bank ac-
counts of PM-KISAN beneficiaries with their Aad-
haar and NPCI (for DBT) and asked for breakup of 
pendency from each district.

He also asked the concerned officers, and Lead 
Bank Managers to coordinate to sort out issues, if 
any, to clear all the pendency.

He also had an exclusive interaction with the 
Lead Bank Officers regarding updation of benefi-
ciary data on the National Payments Corporation of 
India (NPCI) platform of Government of India. He 
directed them to ensure collection of mandates and 
maximum data updation.

He further asked Directors of Agriculture Kash-
mir and Jammu to ensure clearing all eKYC penden-
cy as the next PM-KISAN installment is due.

He also directed the concerned officers to identify 
and register any left out eligible beneficiaries so 
that the benefits would trickle down to the deserv-
ing lot.

Earlier, the ACS also reviewed the implementa-
tion of PM Gati Shakti-National Master Plan in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Secretary in Agri-
culture Production Department, Director General, 
Industries, Jammu (Nodal Officer) TSG PM Gati 
Shakti,  Director General, Sericulture Development, 
Director General, Sheep Husbandry Kashmir, Di-
rector, General, Command Area Development Jam-
mu, Dr. Jivisha Joshi, Gangopadhyay, Deputy Sec-
retary, Logistics DPIIT, M/O Commerce & Industry, 
Archana Chauhan, BISAG, Ahmedabad, Director, 
Horticulture Jammu /Kashmir, Director, Agricul-
ture Jammu/Kashmir, Director Animal Husbandry 
Jammu/Kashmir, Director Sheep Husbandry Jam-
mu, Director (P&M) Horticulture, Director Com-
mand Area Development, Kashmir, Director Fisher-
ies, Managing Director JKHPM, Managing Director 
Agro Industries Ltd and Secretary Advisory Board 
for Development of Kissans.

Kashmir-based Officers attended the meeting 
through video conference.

At the outset, Managing Director J&K Agro In-
dustries Corporation Limited, Arun Kumar Manhas 
delivered a presentation regarding the implementa-
tion of PM Gati Shakti. He gave an overview of the 
scheme while also informing about the significance 
of six pillars of PMGS.

Dulloo asked the Heads of the Agri and allied sec-
tor to add more layers in each department and add-
ed that the agriculture sector has vast scope.

 He urged the Head of the Departments to com-
plete the lists within shortest time and submit it 
with Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space Applica-
tions and Geoinformatics (BISAG).

Filling skill gap requirements
 huge potential of generating employment av-

enues for youth keeping in view the tourist influx 
to the UT of J&K.

Chief Secretary also put forth a point of digital 
transformation keeping in view the latest require-
ments of the industry and GI tagging of various 
products so as to enhance their product value for 
better marketability of the products of the UT.

In his inaugural address, Principal Secretary, 
Skill Development Department, Dr Asgar Hassan 
Samoon, laid thrust on the industry requirements 
with the matching skill trainings so as to fill the 
skilled manpower requirements for the industry. 
He stressed upon the department of Industries and 
Commerce to initiate the trainings in respect of al-
ready identified areas during the recently conclud-
ed back to village programme for which a data bank 
has been worked out by the department of Planning 
and Development J&K.

Director IIT Jammu, in his speech, emphasized 
on the skill trainings keeping in view the latest re-
quirements of the industry so as to give the trained 
manpower as per the industry requirements. He 
also suggested to stress upon producing more entre-
preneurs for which Principal Secretary Skill Devel-
opment suggested to have a joint tie up with IIT and 
IIM Jammu.

Professor Jabir Ali from IIM Jammu, suggested to 
bring out a joint curriculum for such inputs so as to 
produce better industry professionals/skilled man-
power for their better employability.

During the workshop, a presentation was given 
by a UNICEF and PwC teams which showcased the 
skill requirements in various sectors as per the 
study conducted by them in J&K. The presentation 
was followed by an in-depth deliberations.

Pertinently, the workshop was organised with an 
aim to augment the manpower requirement of vari-
ous sectors and initiating the skill development pro-
grammes in the respective departments.

Among others, Director Skill Development, Sud-
ershan Kumar; Mission Director, JKRLM, Indu 
Chib; Mission Director, Skill Development Mission, 
Leena Padha; Special Secretary, Skill Development 
Department, M.A.Bhat; Joint Director Industries & 
Commerce, Meenakshi Vaid and other officers from 
various departments also attended the workshop.

CS launches SWAGATAM to 
give

a meeting in advance for rederssal of his genuine griev-
ances.

On the occasion, the Chief Secretary observed that the 
system was overdue and was one of several initiatives in fur-
therance of digital J&K. He complimented the whole team of 
GAD, for developing the management system in consultation 
with IT, Estates and Police Departments. He underscored the 
need for maximizing the satisfaction level of visitors by ensur-
ing quality outcome of their visits.

Dr Mehta also impressed upon the officers to evaluate the 
requests of applicants as per laid down  norms for efficient use 
of time and resources. He enjoined upon them to give hearing 
to all the visitors who are provided  online passes and devise 
a proper mechanism regarding the same. He told them to 
look for places inside Secretariats where these visitors would 
be heard comfortably by one officer or other. He also advised 
them to look into making virtual visits possible  so as to save 
time and energy.

The Administrative Secretary GAD, while throwing light on 
different aspects and objectives of the Management System,  
highlighted that it is easy and shall  enhance efficiency.

It was informed that the system is going to be linked with 
Pukaar Grievance Cell and Rapid Assessment System (RAS) 
for follow-up and evaluation. Moreover an SMS/e-mail alert 
would be sent to each applicant about the approval, rejection 
or rescheduling of his/her request and would cover all types of 
visitors coming to the Secretariat. It would give insights about 
frequent visitors and the offices visited frequently and the time 
spent by the visitor inside the premises.

The visitors can register on the portal jandksecretariat.swa-
gatam.gov.in for registration and on approval can fetch their 
visitor passes from the portal or through email. The officers 
can reschedule, reject or forward the request to the other con-
cerned officer for better outcome of the visit, as was informed 
during the launch.

Later on the Chief Secretary inaugurated the multi-lingual 
website of GAD whose interface would now be available in 
both Hindi and Urdu languages. It was said to be the first of-
ficial website of the UT to have the contents available in all the 
three languages of English, Hindi and Urdu.

For the purpose the translation cells have been established 
at J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages for translating 
the content. The translation of orders in Hindi have been com-
pleted till 10th of December, 2022 and in Urdu till 30th of No-
vember, 2022. It was also made out that the translation time 
would gradually be reduced to 24-hr window for future orders.

The Chief Secretary including all the Administrative Secre-
taries appreciated the GAD for both these initiatives and gave 
their inputs for making these better in the times ahead.

At -5.6°C Pahalgam records
 a low of minus 3.6°C against minus 3.0°C on the 

previous night. The temperature 2.5°C below nor-
mal for the gateway town of Kashmir, he said.

He said that Pahalgam recorded a low of minus 
5.6°C against minus 5.3°C on previous night and it 
was 1.8°C below normal for the famous tourist re-
sort in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district.

Kokernag recorded a low of minus 1.3°C against 
minus 0.3°C as on the previous night and it was 
0.2°C below normal for the place, he said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 3.0°C against 
minus 4.0°C on the previous night, the official said. 
It was 1.2°C above normal for the world famous ski-
ing resort in north Kashmir’s Baramulla district, 
the official said.

In Kupwara town, the mercury settled at minus 

3.2°C against minus 2.8°C on the previous night, the 
official said. It was 1.5°C below normal for the north 
Kashmir place, he said.

Jammu recorded a low of 7.1°C against 6.4°C on 
the previous night. It was 2.1°C below normal for 
J&K’s winter capital, he said. Banihal recorded a 
low of 3.8°C (above normal by 2.1°C), Batote 5.2°C 
(1.5°C above normal), Katra 7.5°C (0.3°C above nor-
mal) and Bhadarwah 2.0°C (1.6°C above normal).

Ladakh, Leh recorded minus 10.6°C and Kargil 
minus 11.6°C, the official said. The MeT depart-
ment has forecast mainly dry weather till December 
21.(GNS)

With RKVY support, fish 
farming

 (RKVY) for construction, feed, and equipment”, 
Ashiq said whose unit employs six workers besides 
generating indirect employment for several oth-
ers as well. The avenue is particularly useful for 
those who already have a good water supply and a 
small piece of land for the farm. The department has 
started this initiative to help people prosper in this 
industry and scheme is most useful for people who 
have good water supply and feasibility.

Jammu & Kashmir Government is also promot-
ing fisheries culture by using modern technologies 
of fish farming such as composite fish culture of In-
dian major carps and exotic carps.

Many national schemes for promotion of the fish-
ing trade are National Welfare Scheme for Fisher-
men, PM’s Package for creation of employment 
opportunities, Fisheries Training and extension, 
Construction of low-cost houses, Group Accident 
Insurance scheme for active Fishermen, RKVY for 
houseless fishermen, among others.

The administration is also promoting the sector 
by filling the natural cold-water streams with trout 
seeds to endorse sports fisheries across the Union 
territory.

Notably, Kashmir offers some of the greatest 
spring-fed and snow-fed trout fishing in the world, 
along with a number of freshwater lakes as well as 
pollution-free streams, and rivers with snow-capped 
peaks.

'PLA sought unilateral
clubs in Hong Kong during the uprising there. On 

December 8, the first attempt was made by the PLA 
to breach the LAC at Yangste, very close to the Sa-
cred Waterfall known as Chumi Gyatse. The Indian 

Army respects the sanctity of the place but it seems 
that the PLA doesn't though thousands of pilgrims 
from their side visit the waterfall throughout the 
year without any hindrance," a source said.

On December 8, the Indian Army stopped a PLA 
patrol that had crossed over the LAC. While other 
members of the team rushed back, three PLA sol-
diers were captured. Their custody was crucial to 
establish that the PLA had actually crossed the LAC 
into Indian territory.

The matter could have been resolved peacefully 
but the PLA decided to launch a counter attack to 
free the three Chinese soldiers.

This happened on December 9. By then, the Indian 
Army was aware of what was to take place and were 
prepared.

"This was all part of a plan to set up an Observa-
tion Post (OP) there to look deeper into India. This 
is forbidden. On December 9, the PLA 'riot squad' 
arrived with over 300 personnel. Indian Army sol-
diers not only beat them back but captured 60 PLA 
soldiers with their spiked clubs. The retreating PLA 
soldiers left behind several more such clubs in a bid 
to get away from the blows the charged up Indians 
were landing upon them," the source added.

Faced with a situation of having as many as 63 of 
their own in Indian custody, the PLA immediately 
called a truce.

A flag-meeting was convened and the Chinese sol-
diers were handed over. Their clubs and others col-
lected from the scene of the skirmish were retained 
by the Indian Army and are neatly lined up in a 
room now.

China will never reveal how many of their sol-
diers were injured but the nine Indian Army per-
sonnel being treated at an Army Hospital in Guwa-
hati are doing fine.

This was a strong message sent back to China that 
there will be no repeat of another Galwan.

Fisticuffs and a bit of stone-pelting may be toler-
ated but spiked clubs will no longer take the Indian 
soldier by surprise, another source said.

In 3-years, PM Modi, Amit 
Shah transform

uprising and J&K getting burnt.
However, nothing happened, J&K people ac-

cepted the Centre's decision gracefully and not 
even single protest was witnessed across the re-
gion. Even people didn't come out too seek the re-
lease of 40 mainstream politicians, who were de-
tained after the Centre's August 5, 2019 decision.

Both Modi and Shah had done their homework 
very well and the developments that have taken 
place during the past three years have vindicated 
the Centre's decision to change J&K's status-quo. 
Neither J&K has burnt nor has it fallen into the 
lap of Pakistan. It continues to be an integral part 
of India and will remain so forever.

Terrorism biggest atrocity: The abrogation of 
Article 370 has made it clear to one and all that 
there is no good terrorism or bad terrorism. Ter-
rorism in any form is the biggest atrocity against 
humanity.

Pakistan stands exposed before the world for 
exporting terror to J&K for 30-long years and 
leaving no stone unturned to turn it into a grave-
yard.

Violence was imposed upon J&K people as 
Pakistan exported terrorism and its sympathiz-
ers made every possible attempt to destroy Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Separatists sponsored by the 
neighbouring country conspired against J&K, 
misguided innocent youths, and used them as 
cannon fodder, while their own children went to 
Delhi, Mumbai and abroad to get quality educa-
tion and lead a normal life.

Skeletons tumble: Former political rulers 
played into the hands of separatists by talking 
about Kashmir being an issue and its needs a 
resolution. They used to believe that for running 
the government they have to remain in the good 
books of Pakistan stooges. On many occasions 
they obliged the separatists by providing govern-
ment jobs to their kith and kin.

The governance in erstwhile J&K State was 
meant only for the select few elites and not a com-
mon man.

After August 5, 2019, many skeletons tumbled 
out leading to people asking hard questions like, 
how NoKs of terrorists were recruited in the gov-
ernment services? How secessionists were given 
jobs? And a common man was left out.

In 'Naya Jammu and Kashmir' the foundation 
of which was laid by PM Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah three years ago, the situa-
tion has changed.

Jammu and Kashmir has overcome the fear of 
guns and is scaling new heights of development. 
There is greater ease of living in the lives of peo-
ple.

Article 370 promoted secessionism, terrorism, 
nepotism and large scale corruption to Jammu 
Kashmir. It denied due rights to people and was 
used by Pakistan to fight a proxy war with India. 
The abrogation of Article 370 has ushered a new 
era of peace, progress and prosperity in the erst-
while princely state.

Befitting reply: A befitting reply has been giv-
en to terrorists sponsored by Pakistan and their 
supporters. Terror financing and local recruit-
ment in terrorist ranks have been curbed to a 
great extent. Peace has not been brought. It has 
been established.

In the past 3-years, J&K people have endorsed 
each and every move of the government. They 
have grabbed all the opportunities that have 
been provided to them. They have raised their 
voice against the terrorism and the senseless acts 
of violence committed by the terrorists.

J&K people for the first time in 30-years are 
calling spade a spade. By rejecting violence and 
separatism people of J&K have sent a clear mes-
sage to adversaries that they should be left alone.

Sea change: A common man in Jammu and 
Kashmir has realized that India has always tried 
to protect him while Pakistan has left no chance 
to turn him into an instrument which can be 
used for its own vested interests.

Security forces in Jammu and Kashmir are 
working in close coordination with each other. 
They are not touching the innocents but the 
guilty aren't being spared.

The improvement in the security situation has 
led to peace returning to J&K after three decades 
of Pakistan sponsored onslaught.

J&K witnessing a sea change has left the tradi-
tional politicians dumb founded. They have been 
left with nothing to sell. Their slogans of autono-
my, self-rule have lost relevance as after August 
5, 2019, J&K has embarked on the 'Mission Peace'.

Confusions end: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi led regime has ended all the confusions sur-
rounding Kashmir. Benefits of all the centrally 
sponsored schemes are reaching to J&K people 
directly like every other Indian citizen.

Political parties in Kashmir are trying to raise 
a slogan of getting Article 370 back but these slo-
gans are not finding any takers.

J&K people by rejecting the hollow slogans 
have driven home a point that the era of theatrics 
has ended. Only such leaders are welcome who 
can muster courage to speak the truth rather 
than ones who believe in lies and propagate false-
hood.

The foundation of 'Naya Jammu and Kashmir' 
has been laid on truth and it cannot be shaken. 
Destinies of J&K people have changed and they 
have understood that their future is secure with 
India and Pakistan is nothing but an illusion.
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Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir,

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER R&B DIVISION KUPWARA
SNOW CLEARANCE

NIT FOR THE WINTER SEASON 2022-23
3rd Fresh NIT No. 101-Kupwara/ of 2022-23 e-tendering   DATED:- 15-12-2022

 E-tenders (In single cover system) from qualified contractors registered with the J&K UT Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central 
Governments are invited for Snow Clearance (Stage-wise) on a Percentage Rate basis for a contract period of one year that may be extended to 
three years depending on the performance of the successful bidder.

S. No Stage Name Cost of T/Doc.
(In Rupees)

Earnest   
Money (In Rs.)

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Snow clearance winter season for the year 2022-23 Stage – 23 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes
2 Snow clearance winter season for the year 2022-23 Stage – 26 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes
3 Snow clearance winter season for the year 2022-23 Stage – 27 200/- 5000/- 3054 Snow All classes

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, (if any), Bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in as per 
schedule of dates given below:-

Table 1:
01. Date of issue of   Tender Notice 15-12-2022
02. Period of downloading of bidding documents From  15-12-2022  to 20-12-2022   (4.00P.M)
03. Bid submission start date 15-12-2022  from    (10.00A.M)
04. Bid submission end date 20-12-2022  upto     (04.00P.M)
05. Date & time of opening Bids (on line) 20-12-2022  at (5:00P.M) in the Office of the Executive Engineer RnB Division Kupwara

Terms and Conditions :-
The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before uploading softcopy any short fall found in the soft copy the 
tender shall be rejected.
1 Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (must be wirten boldly the Name of Work, Name of Contractor alongwith Cell No, NIT No.  &  

Sr. No of NIT (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) deposited in M.H. 0059 in the name of Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Kupwara (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender document.

3  All bidders are required to submit bid security or earnest money for an amount of Rs.5000/= at the time of tendering in the form of CDR & 
FDR pledged to the authority responsible for receiving bids, in this case Executive Engineer R&B Division Kupwara . In strict accordance with 
the Government’s circular and other instructions as required, the successful bidder will be required to provide performance security in the 
amount of Rs.10,000/= at the time of contract award. Following the fixing of the contract in favour of the successful bidder, the unsuccessful 
bidders will receive the earnest money/bid security. The successful bidder’s performance security will be released only after completed 
successfully performance of the Contract.

2 The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in  and conveyed to the bidders automatically through 
an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the Office of  Executive 
Engineer R&B Division Kupwara (tender receiving authority).

3 No bid shall be accepted if enlistment card is not found in JKPWDOMS online of those departments which have been serving the said portal  as 
per circular instruction issued by development Commissioner works vide No.PW/DCW/DB/668-72 DT.10-06-2022

4 The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 30 days from the date of opening of technical bids.
5 The GST-3B for last Quarter ( Quarterly return) and Previous month for (Monthly return) Should be uploaded, irrespective of date of Tender
6 The bidders are advised to get the genuineness of their enlistment cards from the issuing authorities. This is mandatory and bids are liable to be 

rejected in absence of the genuineness of enlistment card
7 The earnest money shall be forfeited, if: -
a.  Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid.
b.  Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within three days from the date of intimation.
c.  Failure of Successful bidder to execute the agreement within 15 days.
8 Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
 Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as   well as from “Bidders Manual Kit” on website www.

jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.
i. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate’ (DSC) as per Information Technology Act-2000. Bidders can 

get digital certificate from any approved Vendor.
ii. The bidders have to submit their bids online in electronic format with digital Signature.
iii. No bid will be accepted in physical form.
iv. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentioned in Table 1.
v. All bidders must UPLOAD the following information and documents with their bids, in addition to the qualification criteria / qualification 

information, (All documents pertaining to the bid must be in English):
vi. All bidders must submit copies of original documents defining their constitution/legal status, place of registration, and principal place of 

business, as well as their cell phone number and e-mail address.
vii. A valid Contractor/Firm Registration Certificate issued by a competent authority in accordance with the Contractor Registration Act.
viii. Treasury Challan/Earnest money
ix. Valid GSTIN Registration & PAN Card
x. Valid Latest clearance certificate FORM GSTR-3B of last quarter or latest month, whichever is applicable.
xi. Illustration: Latest quarter for those who file GSTR-3B quarterly and proceeding month  for those who file GSTR-3B monthly.
xii. The bidder must make sure to upload scanned copies of all required documents, including the tender documents fee, along with the technical 

bid. No document(s) that haven’t been uploaded will be accepted in hard copy form. However, the bidders will be required to provide original 
documents in support of the soft copies upon request in the event of any clarification.

Note: - Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option
xiii. All documents relating to the bid shall be in the English Language.
9 Bidders should be fully cognizant that, in the event that documents uploaded or submitted are discovered to be fraudulent or factually incorrect, 

the contract would be cancelled, and the Contractor/bidder would be barred from further participation in this Division or Department for a 
period of three years, in addition to the forfeiture of the performance security deposited for the relevant work.

10 CONTRACT TERM
 I. The initial contract term shall be one (1) year from the date of execution with the optionto renew for two (2) additional one (1) year terms upon 

written agreement by both parties.
 II. Snow Clearance operations on targeted Roadways and/or Pedestrian walkways shall have to commence when the snowfall has stopped 

and/or accumulated snow depth of 100mm has been recorded on target areas, and operations shall begin no later than 6 a.m.
11 Price Escalation and Taxes:  The %age rate quoted by the bidder shall be inclusive of market price variation and all taxes up to completion of the 

stage contract. Deduction on account of applicable taxes shall be effected from the due claims of the contractor on gross amount of the bill.
a. Termination:In case of breaches of contract, the Department reserves the right to award the balance work to new bidders at the defaulting 

contractor’s expense immediately after the notice of breach has been served on the defaulter. In the event of a breach of contract by the 
Contractor, the Performance Security will be forfeited along with the contract termination. Furthermore, on the first default, the defaulting 
contractor will be barred from participating in future R&B Department Bidding Processes for a period of one year. Any Subsequent Breach shall 
result in process of irrevocable cancellation of Registration.

12 The tender / bid is liable to rejection if it does not fulfill the requirements as laid down in NIT.
No. _______ Executive Engineer
Dt:-  15-12-222 R&B Division Kupwara

Stage No. 23rd
1 Dardpora Munshi Mohalla 0.50
2 Dardpora Banjerpati 0.50
3 Waserkhoto Tangwari 1.50
4 Dardpora Raddan 1.00
5 Gasla Peer Mohalla incl. Dardpora Gasla link 2.50
6 Bela Satboyan link road 2.50
7 Thandipora Nangari road 1.50
8 Thandipora  High School Via eidgah 0.60
9 Sheikh Mohalla Maqam 0.40

10 Air Field (A) link 0.40
11 Air Field (B) link 0.40
12 Air Field (C) link 0.40
13 Air Field (D) link 0.40
14 Dardpora Satboyen 1.00

Total 13.60

S.No Name of Road Length in Kms
1 2 3

Stage - No 26th
1 Shaloora Panzgam 5.00
2 Sheikh mohalla link at Kralpora 0.30
3. Kralpora Shuloora road 2.25
4 Dardsun to Check Mohalla Reshigund 1.00
5 Sheikh Link at Kralpora 0.04
6 Budnabal bunpora 3.60
7 Chowdary mollah Warsun 0.50
8 Chowdi Mohalla road 0.50
9 Chubberpora Gugloosa link road 1.00

10 Gazriyal Bakipora Road 1.60
Total 15.79

Stage - No 27th
1 Goonipora Kunnard Road 4.20
2 Chuntwari Ring Payeen 3.00
3 Dorusa Tekipora road via Gujjerpati road 3.00
4 Ratisnard Batgigal roiad 4.00
5 Redngah Takipora link road 3.00
6 Shart Muqam link road 1.00
7 Sheikh mohalla Maqdam link 0.68
8 Bruhpora link road 0.20
9 Turab Khan Mohalla road 0.50

Total 19.58
DIPK-15136-22  Executive Engineer
Dt: 15-12-2022 R&B Division Kupwara

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
(JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT)

PHE GROUND WATER DIVISION SRINAGAR.
Baghi-Ali- Mardan Nowshera Srinagar.

EXTENSION NOTICE
In view of “No/Poor Response” for e-NIT.No. PHE/GWDS/ 30 of 11/2022,PHE/GWDS/4292-
4300 for the work:-
1.  Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled hand pump well Marg NHO Gh Mohd Sheikh 

Pethbugh Anantnag/e-NIT.No.PHE/GWDS/30 of 11/2022, PHE/GWDS/4292-4300. 
Tender ID: - 2022_PHE_196454_15.

2.  Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled hand pump well at Kawan Mehmodabad 
B Anantnag/e-NIT.No.PHE/GWDS/ 30 of 11/2022, PHE/GWDS/4292-4300. Tender 
ID:- 2022_PHE_196454_16.

3.  Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled hand pump near M.Rafiq Ganie and others 
Larkipora B Anantnag/e-NIT.No.PHE/GWDS/ 30 of 11/2022, PHE/GWDS/4292-
4300. Tender ID: - 2022_PHE_196454_17.

4.  Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled hand pump at Near Masjid Shareef 
Chakpath Larkipora B Anantnag/e-NIT.No.PHE/GWDS/ 30 of 11/2022, PHE/
GWDS/4292-4300. Tender ID: - 2022_PHE_196454_18.

5.  Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled hand pump NHO M. Hussain and Others 
Brariangan B Anantnag/e-NIT.No.PHE/GWDS/ 30 of 11/2022, PHE/GWDS/4292-
4300. Tender ID: - 2022_PHE_196454_23.

6.  Construction of 125 mm dia machine drilled hand pump well with Motor and Pipes at 
Dubjipora LG Pora B L.G. Pora B Anantnag/e-NIT.No.PHE/GWDS/ 30 of 11/2022,PHE/
GWDS/4292-4300. Tender ID:- 2022_PHE_196454_24

Which was scheduled to be downloaded till 14-12-2022 (02.00 P.M) are hereby Extended as 
per the details given below.

S.No Item Fresh Date
1 Last date of Downloading of bids 19/12/2022 (02:00 P.M)
2 Last date of Submission of bids 19/12/2022 (02:00 P.M)
3 Date of opening of tenders 20/12/2022 (02:00 P.M)

Note:-
All other term and conditions shall remain same as laid down in Master NIT issued vide 
above referred endstt. No’s.
No: PHE/GWD/ 5084-86  Executive Engineer
Dated: - 15-12-2022 (JAL SHAKTI Department)
 PHE Ground Water Div. Sgr.

DIPK-15156-22
Dt: 15-12-2022

Defunct Street lights in Gulmarg trouble people
WARIS FAYAZ

GULMARG: Tourism 
stakeholders in Gulmarg 
are facing a tough time 
due to defunct street lights 
saying it is difficult to move 
out or walk in the dark.

According to them, many 
sports including the High-
land Park area lack street 

lights or the 
lights are 
not work-
ing.

They said 
that as soon as 
dusk sets in, the 
entire area plunges 
into darkness despite 
being a prime tourist des-
tination.

"We can’t 
walk in dark-

ness, especially 
during the winter 

season. The road is 
full of  snow and it 
becomes tough for 
us to trudge in snow 
due to the absence of  
street lights", said a 

local, Ibrahim.

They requested the LG 
administration and the con-
cerned department install 
lights as soon as possible so 
that the commuters find a 
sigh of  relief.

D e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d 
attempts, officials from 
the Gulmarg Development 
Authority could not be con-
tacted—(KNO)

WINTER VACATION 2022-23

No employee of School 
Edu Deptt to leave station 
without leave permission

BHAT IMRAN

SRINAGAR: The School 
Education Department has 
said that it will not permit 
its employee to leave the 
station during winter vaca-
tions 2022-23 without the 
leave permission from the 
competent authority

The Chief  Education Offi-
cer (CEO) Srinagar has said 
that the cases were pouring 
in from different Drawing 
and Disbursing Officers 
DDOs for grant of  station 

leave permission in favour 
of  officials during winter 
vacations 2022-23 without 
the requisite information 
required for disposal of  
these cases.

“In order to ensure 
prompt settlement of  
deserving cases, it is 
impressed upon all Draw-
ing and Disbursing Offi-
cers (DDOs) of  district Sri-
nagar to follow the guide-
lines while recommending 
such cases to this office in 
future,” CEO said.

The officer also said that 
the recommendations shall 
be restricted to deserving 
cases and upto a certain 
limit only which the Drawing 
and Disbursing Officer feels 
would not hamper any aspect 
of  schooling or training pro-
grammes or any activities.

“The recommendations 
shall be specific as to the 
reason of  seeking station 
leave permission and it 
should invariably indicate 
place and complete period of  
visit,” reads the communiqué.

It also states that for 
the cases involving travel 
outside the country, the 
recommendations should 
include the posting details 
of  employer on New GAD 
format for seeking vigilance 
clearance.

“Moreover, the Draw-
ing and Disbursing Offi-
cers should ensure that no 
employee is permitted to 
leave the station in antici-
pation station leave permis-
sion from the Competent 
authority,” it reads—(KNO)

Secretary Mining directs for 
strict action against defaulters

J&K Bank Board appoints 
GM Sudhir Gupta as 
Executive Director for 3 years

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
oversee ongoing mining oper-
ations across various dis-
tricts of  Kashmir valley, Sec-
retary Mining, Amit Sharma, 
Thursday conducted an 
extensive tour of  Baramulla, 
Budgam, Srinagar and Ban-
dipora districts.

He was accompanied with 
concerned District Mineral 
Officers, Revenue and Police 
officers during these site visits.

Secretary visited sites 
from where complaints keep 
pouring-in regarding illegal 
mining from time to time. He 
took first hand account as 
well as an overview of ongo-
ing mining activities in these 
districts besides assessing 
progress achieved by respec-
tive District Mining Officers 
especially with respect to 
enforcement and seizures of  
machinery related to alleged 
illegal mining.

Secretary directed that 
heavy penalties should be 
imposed upon the defaulters 
including lessees, crusher 
holders and other stakehold-
ers who conduct this wilful act 
of extracting excessive mate-
rial in an illegal manner which 
result into environmental deg-
radation as well.

Secretary also interacted 
with local inhabitants of the 
respective districts to under-
stand their concerns which 
were noted down by the visit-
ing team.

Secretary assured prompt 
action on all the legitimate 
issues raised by the public in 
this behalf.

During the tour, Secretary 
emphasized total synchronisa-
tion between Mining, Revenue 
and Police Departments while 
conducting joint inspections 
in all the vulnerable areas of  
Kashmir valley so that the 
impact becomes visible to the 
illegitimate operators.

Amit Sharma further 
directed that surprise inspec-
tion squads led by Joint Direc-
tor Mining of  both Jammu 
and Kashmir divisions should 
make serious effort to check 
illegal mining. He said that 
there should be 100% usage of  
technology in this sector, espe-
cially after the introduction of  
e-Challan, e-Marketplace and 
e-Payment gateways in the 
Mining Department which is 
being availed through website 
of the Department “jkgeolo-
gymining.jk.gov.in” which has 
been receiving an overwhelm-
ing response since it’s launch 
few months back in the Union 
Territory of J&K.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant development, J&K 
Bank’s Board has appoint-
ed General Manager 
Sudhir Gupta as Executive 
Director (ED) 
for a period of  
three years. The 
Bank’s board 
announced the 
decision in their 
meeting held 
yesterday soon 
after receiving 
the approval from Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI).

Commenting upon the 
development, MD & CEO 
Baldev Prakash said, “I 
welcome the decision and 
congratulate Mr. Gupta on 
joining the Bank’s board. 
While augmenting the pres-
ence of  Bank’s manage-
ment in the board with his 
knowledge and experience, 
I think his induction will 
surely strengthen the rela-
tionship between the board 
and the management.”

Expressing gratitude to 
MD & CEO, Baldev Prakash 
for his kind words on the 
occasion, Sudhir Gupta 
said, “While feeling happy 
for the honour, I feel equal-
ly humbled by the trust 
that Bank’s board, leader-
ship and other important 
stakeholders have placed 
upon me. And I assure all 
the stakeholders of  Bank 
that I will try to meet their 
expectations to the best of  
my abilities while discharg-

ing my duties with due dili-
gence, integrity and profes-
sionalism.”

After joining the Bank 
as Probationary Officer 
in 1989, Executive Direc-
tor Sudhir Gupta has been 

serving the Bank 
for over three 
decades across 
o p e r a t i o n a l 
geographies in 
different leader-
ship positions 
ranging from 
leading the 

branches to heading three 
different Zones of  Bank. 
Having made his way 
through diverse domains 
of  business operations to 
top management positions, 
he was presently heading 
an important vertical of  
the Bank comprising of  
Business Support Division 
along with Currency Man-
agement and Corporate 
Communications & Market-
ing departments.

Pertinently, ED Sudhir 
Gupta was also previously 
posted as Chairman J&K 
Grameen Bank for a period 
of  two years. During his 
stint as Chairman J&K Gra-
meen Bank, he has demon-
strated ample leadership 
skills by accomplishing the 
strategic objectives within 
the defined timelines.

His areas of  expertise 
include Credit, Finance, 
Corporate & Retail Bank-
ing, Customer Service, 
Trade Finance, Business 
Continuity Planning etc.

LCMA conducts 
demolition drive 
against illegal 
structures, 
encroachments

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The 
Lake Conservation & 
Management Author-
ity through its Enforce-
ment Wing under the 
supervision of  Enforce-
ment Officers under-
took a demolition drive 
Thursday in the areas 
of  Khimber, Lal Bazar, 
Pahloo Brein, Botshah 
Mohalla Lal Bazar and 
Ashaibagh.

The team was accom-
panied by the Police 
Contingent from PCR, 
Srinagar.

During the drive, two 
tin wallings,  03 single 
storey structures and 
01 raft for plinth were 
demolished.

Moreover, illegally 
earth filling dumped in 
the area of  Saida Kadal 
& Nigeen Club were 
also removed during 
the drive.

An officer of  LCMA 
said that Legal action 
against the violator 
was initiated by the 
department.

Meanwhile, people in 
these areas have been 
warned not to resort to 
any illegal construc-
tion &  encroachments 
and were asked to get 
proper building per-
mission from the com-
petent Authority before 
taking any construc-
tion activity.
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 

Turn on Page | 2

J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what

Turn on Page | 2

 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 
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Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.

Sajad Ul Hassan is a regular columnist of Good 
Morning Kashmir. He can be reached at 

sajadhassan316@gmail.com
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Delimitation not but 
disenfranchisement

So it has began. When 5 august 2019 event happened, 
the lies spoken by the then Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
became evident just hours later and the general consensus 
was simple. To change the demographic composition of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir to suit the twisted 
agenda of RSS and its fully backed BJP government. Today 
the fruits of that labor bore fruit after the “delimitation 
commission” that was supposed to do a fact-finding mission 
to somehow justifying this change as “somewhat positive”, 
the current proposal wishes to grant 6 legislative seats to 
Jammu region while only 1 to Kashmir.

This goes without saying, "Any sufficiently advanced 
incompetence is indistinguishable from malice.” ,people 
have already started poking holes into the whole drama of 
“proposal because there are obvious factual inaccuracies 
which can only mean one thing.

Jammu region, contrary to popular belief is a Muslim 
majority region. The entire erstwhile state, according to 
2011 census was a Muslim majority in 5/22 with 4 Hindu 
majority Districts, 1 Buddhist Majority while the rest as 
Muslim Majority. This means the 4 districts of Jammu 
which are Hindu Majoirty would not have been so if not for 
1947 events. This also means the idea of Kashmir being 
“muslims” while Jammu being Hindus is totally false. 
Kathua and Samba are Hindu dominant districts and they 
are getting additional seats. Same for Rajouri, Reasi, Doda 
where they expect their own to “win by any means necessary”.

We have online propaganda mouthpieces clamoring for 
“First hindu CM of J&K” as if, just like super modi, a Hindu 
CM will automagically make Hindus of Jammu world class 
citizens while at the same time exacting revenge towards 
70% of the population for everything they have done in the 
last 300 years. Wah.

Its clear what the intentions of the government are. They 
are not even hiding it now so as common people, we should 
just let the government announce on public address their 
ideas with all of us so that we can properly prepare for the 
good fight. Our politicians have already lost the plot, by 
advertising moving the Supreme Court for this, they still 
want to show their naivety but sadly the masses know.

The present dispensation has made the top courts compliant 
to the worst levels possible. The Kashmir based politicians 
were made to believe that the events of 5th August could 
be easily undone by the competent and impartial top court 
as it once took down the mighty Indira Gandhi for poll 
malpractice. But, much water has flown through Ganges. 
Now top court grants bails to only those who have a clearance 
from some invisible hands and are with the ruling junta. In 
a writ petition filed for revocation of the unconstitutional 
move by Modi Government hasn't even been listed for 
hearing. The top legal experts in Delhi are of the opinion 
that in case the top court starts hearing of the writ, it will 
be embarrassing for both the ruling junta as well as the 
judiciary, that is why it has been kept in deep freezer. Most 
probably it will remain Mummified not for decades but 
much longer till the time it finds that no one is interested to 
prosecute it. So, in their zeal to dis empower people further, 
the delimitation has been invented first time in this way. 
Actually it is disenfranchising the whole population in the 
name of democracy.

Ideas, opinions and views expressed in articles published are writers' own and may not be found n accord with those of Good Morning Kashmir

Kashi Vishwanath Dham
Tribute to our living heritage

 � Anurag Singh Thakur

On December 13, Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham. This unique project befits 
a civilizational city, that Kashi is, and the 
historic Kashi

Vishwanath temple. Highlighting the 
significance and antiquity of Kashi, Mart 
Twain wrote, “Benaras is older than history, 
older than tradition, older even than legend 
and looks twice as old as all of them put 
together.”

With the project’s inauguration, PM Modi 
rededicated one of the most ancient living 
cities on our planet and the epicenter of 
Hinduism and our age-old civilization, Kashi 
or Varanasi to the global world. An amalgam 
of antiquity and continuity, Kashi belongs 
to the entire humanity. It is regarded as one 
of the oldest continuously inhabited cities 
in the world. While other ancient cities 
around the world could not survive the 
imperial and colonial onslaughts, Kashi 
carries on with its characteristic fervor. This 
makes the city truly significant and unique.

Through its continuity, this city signals 
its firm resilience to retain its cultural, artistic, 
and educational identity even in the face of 
barbaric invasions and onslaughts Kashi 
Vishwanath Dham reflects a solemn vow 
to rise above the tyrannical past of this city. 
In other words, it is a humble effort to 
rejuvenate the age-old spiritual, educational 
and creative heritage of this land. History 
has taken a new turn on the pretext of this 
Dham. It is perhaps the first time in history 
that a thousand years of injustice has been 
undone without any extirpation, depredation 
or with any sense of avenge. It has been 
achieved solely through construction and 
creation.

Kashi has been known through the ages 
as the city of liberation or mukti. People 

from all over are drawn to Kashi, seeking 
liberation. This project though is an attempt 
to celebrate the liberation of Kashi itself. 
This vision, and efforts of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has brought back the 
millennia old glory to Kashi Vishwanath 
Temple.

The Kashi Vishwanath Dham is a project 
for the whole of humanity. For it is a celebration 
of the continuance of civilization itself. Thus, 
it is project for the entire world. The Hindu 
pantheon recognizes the Holy Trinity of 
Lord Brahma – the Creator of the Universe, 
Lord Vishnu – the Protector of the Universe, 
and Lord Shiva – the Liberator of the Universe. 
Kashi evokes utmost reverence because it 
is one of the abodes of Lord Shiva. This is 
the religious and spiritual importance of 
Kashi.

On Constitution Day this year, Prime 
Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi said 

“It was a compulsion for India and for many 
countries of the world to live in the shackles 
of colonialism for many generations. Since 
India&#39;s independence, a post-colonial 
period started all over the world and many 
countries became independent. Today there 
is no country in the world that apparently 
exists as a colony of another country. But 
this does not mean that the colonial mindset 
has ceased to exist.” So, it is imperative for 
humanity, which survived colonialism for 
many generations, to de-colonize itself, to 
become independent, to usher again.

Historically, besides many other things, 
plunder and demolition have been the 
main tools and objectives, means and ends 
of colonization. Naturally, civilizations 
with treasures of wealth, knowledge and 
archeology were the prime attractions for 
such barbaric hoards. Coming back to Kashi. 
That this legendary ancient city has been 

a constant victim of plundering and looting, 
demolitions and destructions drops an 
ample hint of the kind of fabulous city it 
must have been. This is also attested by 
the specimens of glorious antiquities from 
Kashi scattered in museums and private 
collections across the world. The city of 
Kashi in general, and Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
temple in particular, were

demolished and constructed several 
times in the past. Initially Shri Kashi 
Vishwanath temple was destroyed by Ghurid 
Turk Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak and was 
rebuilt by a Gujarati merchant. The story of 
destruction and reconstruction continued 
till 1780, when, according to a legend, Lord 
Shiva came in the dream of great Maratha 
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar and she became a 
devotee of Lord Shiva and rebuild this temple. 
According to another legend, it was attack 
on this city which prompted the great Shivaji 
Maharaj to take up the sword. It is said that 
the demolition of Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
by Aurangzeb made Shivaji Maharaj's mother 
Jijabai so furious that she dared him to capture 
Sinhagad- a fort under Mughal control. Rest 
is history.

The rejuvenation of the temple complex 
is not just another step to move out of colonial 
hangover, but it also symbolises the primacy 
of civilization over barbarity, the reassertion 
of a seat of knowledge and reverence over 
savagery. The project is an effort to achieve 
these laudable goals through a constructive 
approach, while ensuring complete harmony. 
This presents an example for the entire 
humanity to see and, may be, to follow. May 
our Kashi continue to flourish and prosper. 
May Lord Shiva bless us all with his divinity 
and glory.

Author is Union Minister for Youth 
Affairs and Sports; and Information 

Broadcasting

Emotional Maturity: A level of self Understanding

 � Sajad Ul Hassan

No one heals staying in the same environment in which 
he fell ill.You get sick for various reasons, both physical and 
psychological. The same is true of all kinds of diseases.  
There are evils of the body and evils of the soul. Mind and 
body are inseparable, just as in antiquity it was already 
taught, that is, we have to take care of everything that 
constitutes us, inside and out. There is no point in a perfect 
body inhabited by a scandalized soul, and vice versa. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to look at this need to balance 
what comes from outside and what is born here, what the 
mirror reflects and what not, what we do with our body 
and what they do with our soul. The whole world overestimates 
appearances, which hinders the attention that must be 
turned to what we feel, to what makes us good. We know 
very well which clothes we want to wear, but it is complicated 
to know what accelerates our heart.Perhaps no one will be 
able to get rid of the unhappiness that takes care of you if 
you stay still without leaving the place. What gets us sick 
should be avoided, be it the cold wind, or the cold treatment 
of others. Being careless with health gets sick, being careless 
with feelings as well. Healthy practices include both physical 
activities and exercising self-esteem. Feed the body and 
soul, always.No one will be happy staying in stories whose 
end has no chance to be happy. No one heals without cutting 
off the cause of evil, without depriving himself of what 
hurts and contaminates his happiness, without avoiding 
being with those who do nothing more than suffer.

No one ever smiles where their happiness has been lost, 
stolen, debased, denied.Understanding that pain and illness 
are warnings that call for calm, that call us for a rethink, 
for a breathe, for survival, ends up encouraging us to take 
the right actions, no matter how they hurt, how sad they 
seem impossible. Nothing is impossible, when there are 
still dreams to be achieved and life within us. If we can not 
fall away from what makes us sick, then dreams will die, 
plans will die, we will die, even if alive. Yet for many days. 
For years.

The love of your life will not always be the love for your 
life.Unfortunately - or even fortunately - we will not always 
end up with that person and things whom we think is the 
love and need of our lives. Not even if we're sure. No one 
predicts the future, we just have to plan it. No one can 
affirm with all letters what will happen, who will stay, who 
will leave. This is one of the most painful and pleasurable 
characteristics of this life.Passion tends to snatch and shuffle 
our senses, blinding us in front of that which is not good. 
We thus idealize our object of desire, overvaluing everything 
that attracts us to it, but forgetting the warnings that are 

there.  To mature the passion hurts, because it requires to 
undress the veil of illusion and to face what is really there 
with us. From passion to love there is a long and difficult 
path of compromise, of struggle, of understanding, of exchange 
and disposition. Love is will, more than desire. It is delivery, 
more than care. It is to wake up daily for the purpose of 
loving and loving the same person and dream again, despite 
and for the sake of. Without detachment, sharing, empathy 
and truth, love some revenge. No one stays where there is 
only empty echo.Sometimes the love of our life is not the 
right, the healthier, the calmer love. And if there is no calm, 
no one is quiet, because no feeling is accommodated to 
what is uncomfortable and it hurts. 

Sometimes we delude ourselves and see love of life in 
anything, in anyone, especially if we are in too much need. 
Hence the need to soothe the heart, to hear every measure 
it emits, according to what we offer and receive. Without 
rhythm, love is gone. With calm and emotional maturity, 
we are able to understand that, often, love for our lives is 
not who we thought was the love of our life. Some people, 
however much they love and love, can not stay together 
because they end up hurting themselves and ceasing to be 
themselves. And there will exist the love that we deserve, 
that will come and will nest in our soul, with truth and 
reciprocity, without doubt and  without halves.Yes, this 
will be the love for your life, for your read, for your story 
to be happier and fulfilled.Your mind reasons and your 
heart knows.You find yourself in a tug of war between what 
your mind is trying to impose and what your heart wants 
to feel. And then you don't know what to do. Will you be 
guided by the emotions that spring up inside or will you 
calmly reflect on the situation?The truth is that you would 
do anything to feel free and happy. You would get carried 
away without limits if you really knew this is what you 
need. However, you do not know. You have doubts that your 
heart will take you to a place where you will suffer, and 
therefore make your mind avoid it. "Who should I listen to?" 
You must be wondering.Well, it is beneficial to your future 
well-being that you listen to your mind and heart. Yes, to both. 
Both have things to say to you: each has its own unique 
characteristics to understand and act upon the world.

What your mind has to say ,When there is a conflict 
between the mind and the heart, many people try to position 
themselves. On the one hand, some believe that reason is 
superior to feelings because letting us lead them makes us 
vulnerable. On the other hand, some believe that emotion 
is paramount in order to love others, and they say that love 
moves us.The truth is that everyone is right in part. The 
human being is characterized by having reason and heart, 
and both form a whole that cannot be divided. Separation, 
in fact, is dangerous: the mind uses logic but forgets what 
it feels; the guiding heart, but without control, may be 
mistaken.I like feeling-minded people, who do not separate 
reason from the heart.They feel and think at the same time. 
Without divorcing the head of the body, nor the emotion 
of reason.If you don't know what to do, start listening to 
your head is a good option. First, because she is in charge 
of thinking, arguing, and establishing the wisdom of her 
innermost being. Second, it is your mind that will give you 

a little of the sanity you may need.What your heart has to 
say,However, if you have no choice but to tilt the balance a 
little further, do not let your heart be the servant of your 
thinking. Remember that, logically, the right answer doesn't 
always have to act if it is not in line with what you feel. It 
is good to hear what the heart has to say.You may have 
attributed to him the property of being blind, and yet he 
is the part of your body that knows the most about things. 
Have you heard that reason ignores what the heart knew 
before? The heart understands, above all, of adrenaline, 
intuition, misfortune, love and strength.

It's the one who will make sense of what you do, even 
if you don't think it makes any sense.Emotion is decisive 
in a rational process. In fact, they say that it is our feelings 
that lead the way, but it is the head that chooses the best 
way to place ourselves in it.You need to harmonize the 
confusion you are in. You will be able to listen by setting 
priorities and values that are close to where you want to 
go. It will do no good to turn your back on your mind, to 
ignore it, for you will meet the right circumstances. It is 
also no use not following the heart, because then you will 
never understand why you are moving in one direction or 
another.Knowing yourself and accepting that you are 
concretely right now, in this moment, is the first step to 
being able to change. If you don't know your needs, your 
impulses and where your actions come from, it will be 
difficult to seek and find a solution.Recover the arrows you 
shoot and you will gain in maturity.People who blame 
others do not perceive the other as separate from them.

They perceive the other as a slave who must satisfy their 
needs for tyranny.The moment you worry about retrieving 
all the arrows you've shot at others and bringing you 
responsibility for everything that happens in your life, you 
can become more aware of situations and remedy that 
crippling blindness you made yourself into. your flag.

I like to believe in the impossible. If not, I would possibly 
die without smiling enough to be able to love my life. I 
learned to measure everything by the size of the smile it 
gives me. When I smile, I am born a little more each day. It 
works like a birth of love. A space where I forget about time 
and turn around to see the bright side of the moon. The 
truth is, I can't imagine my life without the impossible. I 
think I'd rather die. At least in heaven anything is possible. 
It was an angel who told me and I believed it, just because 
he told me with a smile in his eyes. I am an accomplice of 
everything that involves freedom. I am naturally fond of 
everything that breathes freedom. Sometimes my freedom 
has ground, sometimes it has sky. Other times it has nothing 
but a smile. The truth is that I love my freedom and I don't 
give it up for anything or anyone. I've known for a long time 
that if I'm not free, I'm going to die alive. I will trip over my 
feet wanting to run and clench my tongue in an attempt to 
speak the language of others. Being free is a right. It is first 
and foremost a choice.It is emotional maturity and emotional 
intelligence which helps me to understand the levels of life.
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I
f marriages are made in heaven then 
why divorces and domestic violence is 
on the rise? We need to ask this question 
to ourselves first. Marriage is a sacred 
relationship then why it turns ugly after 

some time? After making so many sacrifices 
and commitments, only a few marriages last. 
Couples often play the blame game to blow 
each other and then claim that these might 
be compatibility issues. The truth is that the 
two people involved in this beautiful relation-
ship don't know how to deal with it. They don't 
know how to make each other happier. The 
two most incredible partners fail to survive 
because they don't have a deeper understand-
ing of each other. The partners try to convince 
one another of their own thing. They don't 
listen to each other which creates a communi-
cation gap between the two. Married couples 
often disrespect and taunt each other for their 
failures. They believe that criticizing their 
partner will make them far superior but the 
reality is different. Marriage is loving and 
accepting each other for what they are.No 
body is perfect. We all are full of faults. Cou-
ples must appreciate more in relationships. 
Insulting each other dooms the beautiful rela-
tionship. Marriage is a great responsibility 
that needs to be fulfilled with love and care. 
We can't insult one another and expect the 
marriage to be successful. Couples are drift-
ing away due to the lack of respect and love. 
Especially the dominance of men over women 
in submitting to their will has created a lot of 
trouble in relationships. We are not targeting 
men folk but the behavior of a male partner 
toward her lady is cruel which is the main 
reason for divorce nowadays. It is the priority 
of men to make the women in their life feel 
satisfied and loved. This applies to both gen-
ders. The reality is that women are emotional 
creatures who need to be given attention and 
care. Men need to learn the art of making 
women understand their limits with love and 
not force their opinions on them. This doesn't 
mean that women are free to do anything and 
get out of control. What we mean to say is that 
women can be conquered with love. When a 
man is arrogant women run away. Nowadays 
it's women who are initiating divorces. The 
reason for this is that the male folk has failed 
to understand the sensitivity of women. There 
are many men who beat their partners and 
even kill them. Their ignorance pushes them 
towards crime. Marriages have been given 
higher status in every religion. Men need 
to focus on the good qualities of their wives 
and hide their flaws. When a man praises 
her woman they feel appreciated and this 
builds confidence leading to happy relation-
ships. They also feel attracted to their part-
ners. Giving compliments and praising each 
other makes their bond strong. Surprising the 
partner also makes them feel loved. Women 
must also know how to handle their husbands 
and make them feel like a man. Couples must 
work on their relationships in order to make 
their future bright.

DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE

IDEAS, ACTIONS, STRATEGIES AND HUMAN LIFE

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS NOT CULTURAL BUT CRIMINAL

Book Review

ABID HUSSAIN RATHER

T
he world as it looks today 
was never the same before. 
It changes continuously and 
no two eras of the past have 
been identical. The frequent 

changes which continuously occur in our 
world introduce us to new things and 
new phenomena with every passing day. 
Changes may occur naturally or owing to 
human efforts. Human beings have the 
ability to change the world, beautify it 
like heaven and make things possible for 
the benefit of mankind. Contrary, they 
can also turn it into hell with their evil 
and wicked idea and devilish actions as 
has been witnessed in the past. Positive 
ideas and actions executed with proper 
strategies have always led to the progress 
and development of nations by bringing 
positive changes in societies.

Among all creatures, human beings 
have the best ability for creative thinking 
and executing their plans and strategies to 
solve their problems. All other creatures 
except human beings have limited think-
ing abilities enough for their living ( like 
they can think about eating, drinking, etc.) 
beyond which they can't understand any-
thing and they are sans creative thinking. 
Accordingly, they are not responsible for 
their actions. Tomorrow they will not be 
asked about what they have done for the 
betterment of the world as their minds 
can't understand complex and complicated 
things and they can't execute strategies 
and plans to solve problems.

But human beings are completely 
responsible for their deeds as God has 
bestowed them with the power of creative 
thinking and logical reasoning. Every 
human creation around us passes through 
two stages of the process of creation. The 
first thing is the idea. As Earl Nightin-
gale, an American radio speaker and the 
author has said that every thing begins 
with an idea. Every concoction or innova-
tion has its roots in its idea. Whenever an 
idea comes to our mind, it activates our 
mind which in turn incites us to some 
action. Action is an aftereffect of an idea. 
According to Helen Keller, ideas without 
actions are useless. Once an idea strikes 
our mind, we give it a practical shape 
through our actions which results in some 
innovation. Everything which occurs in 
our mind through ideas demands concrete 

contemplation and concise strategies for 
their existence in actuality. Unless and 
until proper strategies are not executed 
for their implementation, no idea striking 
our mind can attain practicality with all 
its components.

Richard M. Kovacevich has rightly 
said;  "A vision and strategy aren’t 
enough. The long-term key to success is 
execution. each day. Every day." Simi-
larly, aphoristic and effective planning 
is indispensable for successful and happy 
human life. Every strategy for success-
ful life needs our complete attention and 
keen focus. Concise speculation incites 
us to give our ideas a practical shape. We 
should have a lucid and clear-cut image 
of our ideas. To give practical shape to 
our ideas we need to note them and pay 

attention to them. Naturally, ideas occur 
in every mind but they slip away or soon 
get eluded from our mind as we mostly 
don&#39;t pay attention to them. Ideas 
need consideration, thoughtfulness, and 
proper actions to give them a practical 
shape. They need to be nourished and 
cherished by paying attention to them 
and preparing a mental image of all our 
thoughts regarding a particular matter 
by coordinating them in a well-organized 
manner which eases our actions in a 
later stages. To make this point clear, 
let me explain it by giving examples of 
column writing or blog writing. Most 

people while writing about a particu-
lar topic can't write more than two or 
three paragraphs about it and their ideas 
vanish away after penning down just a 
few lines. The reason lies in the fact that 
they don't put their thoughts and ideas 
in a well-organized manner and they also 
don't synthesize and synchronize their 
ideas about a particular topic in an orga-
nized system. Contrarily, a professional 
writer collects all his ideas about a par-
ticular thing in detail, gives them a well-
organized shape in his mind, and then 
starts writing and finally produces his 
thoughts in the form of a lucid, beauti-
ful, and well-organized story or write-up.

Our life is akin to a beautiful penned-
down story. It is full of beautiful events, 
episodes, and ideas and we are the cre-

ators of our own stories. It is our duty 
towards our life to be serious about it and 
pay full attention to it. Everyone among 
us aspires to accomplish great things 
in our lives. So whatever you aspire to 
accomplish, generate ideas about it in 
your mind and organize them in a well-
ordered and systematic framework and 
foster them. It becomes easy to put well-
organized and nourished ideas with 
proper strategies in action and achieve 
desired results. Writers, novelists, crit-
ics, actors, musicians, and all other art-
ists work on this basic principle to make 
their lives successful. Broadly speaking, 

all the successful businessmen of the 
world achieve their dreams by putting 
their ideas into action with proper strate-
gies. A successful commercial institute is 
always the brainchild of an idea success-
fully put in practical action with tactful 
strategy. It is one of the natural principles 
that when we focus our mind on a specific 
idea, we become fully involved in it and 
our entire existence becomes subordinate 
to our thoughts. It prepares us to give our 
ideas a practical shape promptly.

Consistency and harmony in our 
thoughts beautify our actions and play 
a vital role in making our life purpose-
ful. When we divert our mind from 
unnecessary thoughts and consistently 
remain absorbed in positive and pur-
poseful thinking, it carves out our way 

to successful life easily. In conclusion, 
we must bear in mind that for a success-
ful and aimful life, we need to be serious 
about our lives and pay full attention to 
our creative ideas. We should not waste 
our energy on perturbed and eccentric 
thoughts as they disturb our minds and 
badly affected our mental health. Rather, 
we should nourish and develop positive 
and purposeful ideas in our minds and 
put them into action with thoughtful 
strategies to achieve our goals.

The author can be reached at 
rather1294@rediffmail.com

SHOBHA SHUKLA 

V
iolence against women and 
girls remains the most perva-
sive human rights violation 
around the world. It manifests 
itself in many forms: sexual 

violence, physical violence, emotional 
and psychological violence, harmful tradi-
tional practices, socio-economic violence, 
and other forms of gender-based violence. 
Explicit and implicit cultural legitimation 
for violence against women and girls has to 
end if we are to deliver on the promise of a 
socially just and ecologically sustainable 
world order for everyone.

Despite years of unending struggle to end 
all forms of gender-based violence, more 
than 1 in 3 women continue to experience 
gender-based violence during their lifetime, 
a figure that has largely remained static over 
the last decade. This becomes even more 
alarming when we realise that the 2030 UN 
Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), adopted by all countries globally in 
2015, calls for the elimination of violence 
against women and girls (by 2030) – namely 
through target 5.2 under SDG-goal 5 on 
gender equality and women’s empowerment.

The annual observance of 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-Based Violence 
campaign that began on Friday, 25 Novem-
ber 2022 (International Day for the Elimina-
tion of Violence Against Women) ended on 
Saturday, 10 December 2022 (Human Rights 
Day). Led by civil society, and managed 
by UN Women, the campaign is supported 
by the United Nations through the Secre-
tary General’s UNiTE by 2030 to End Vio-
lence against Women initiative that was 
launched in 2008. This year’s theme was 
“UNiTE! Activism to end violence against 
women and girls”.

Is femicide data, tip of the iceberg?
According to a study, of the estimated 

number of 81,100 women and girls killed 
intentionally in 2021 worldwide, 45,000 

(55%) were killed by intimate partners 
or other family members. In other words, 
more than 5 women or girls are killed every 
hour by someone in their own family. 
While these numbers are alarmingly high, 
the true scale of femicide is likely to be 
much higher, more so as data on gender-
related killings committed in the public 
sphere are particularly scarce.

Asia has the dubious distinction of top-
ping the list of female homicides, with 
17,800 women and girls killed in 2021, which 
was just slightly lower than 18,600 in 2020.

In the Asia Pacific region, as many as 
75% of women have reportedly experi-
enced sexual harassment. Also, over 37% 

of women in South Asia, 40% of women in 
South-East Asia and 68% of women in the 
Pacific have experienced intimate partner 
physical or sexual violence in their life-
time. As per a WHO report prevalence of 
lifetime intimate partner violence among 
ever-married/ ever-partnered women aged 
15–49 in the South-East Asia region is high-
est in Bangladesh at 50% followed by Timor 
Leste at 38% and India at 35%.

Combating sexual harassment and other 
forms of gender-based violence is a long and 
difficult journey, especially in South Asian 
countries, where such offences seem to have 
become a regular occurrence. So much so 
that in many countries, sexual harassment in 
public spaces is often normalized and referred 
to as eve-teasing. Simple acts like walking 
down a lonely street or catching a late night 
bus or metro alone are fraught with trepida-
tion for many of our sisters, despite all the 

so-called talks of women empowerment.
Crimes against women and girls are on 

the rise
Another scary dimension is the increas-

ing incidence of rape of minor girls, even 
as young as 5 years or less. Every day we 
come across news of sexual assaults on tod-
dlers and kids. The perversity of raping a 
2-3 years old girl child is beyond compre-
hension. It reeks of a degenerate patriarchy 
that has sunk to abysmal depths.

In 2021, 430,000 crimes against women 
were registered in the country, as per the 
National Crime Records Bureau – a 13% 
increase from 2020. Moreover, nearly 32,000 
women were raped (almost 90 every day), 

10% of them being minors, some of them 
even below 6 years of age. The actual num-
bers would be much higher as many cases 
go unreported. Worse still rape survivors 
are treated inhumanely- stigmatised by 
society, and often shamed by the police 
and the judiciary.

Factors associated with sexual and gen-
der-related violence perpetration include 
beliefs in family honour and sexual purity; 
ideologies of male entitlement and privi-
lege over women; social norms regarding 
masculinity; assertion of male control or 
power to enforce decadent gender roles; 
discriminatory laws and weak legal sanc-
tions for sexual violence. Gender inequal-
ity and norms on the acceptability of vio-
lence against women are the root cause of 
violence against women and girls.

Violence against women and girls with 
disabilities

The plight of women and girls with 
disabilities is still worse. They are on the 
blind spot everywhere. Even as countries 
strengthen their infrastructure in various 
sectors, the needs of people with disabili-
ties are often overlooked. It is very common 
to see even modern buildings in countries 
of South and South-East Asia that total dis-
regard the needs of those with disabilities. 
They lack even simple things like ramps 
and/or pathways that can be navigated by 
those with physical or visual impairments, 
forget about special parking lots for them, 
as we find in the West.

“Women and girls with disabilities face 
lots of limitations throughout their lives. It 
starts from their family and then percolates 
to society, community and institutions. 
Many of those coming from poor families 
are physically tortured by their own family 
members and community people. There 
has to be overall inclusion of those with 
disabilities in all sectors. It is about their 
dignity and acceptance”, said Ashrafun 
Nahar Misti, Executive Director, of Women 
with Disability Development Foundation 
(WDDF) Bangladesh. Misti spoke with CNS 
(Citizen News Service) about the Interna-
tional Day of Persons with Disabilities.

Having a positive attitude, behaviour 
and acceptance of women will go a long way 
in reducing violence against all, including 
women and girls with disabilities, she added.

The hectic activities of this year’s 16 
days of activism against sexual and other 
forms of gender-based violence are behind 
us now. But this is an everyday battle. 
Every person regardless of gender expres-
sion and identity must unite to fight all 
forms of gender-based violence every 
waking moment, with unstinted support 
from governments, who have already 
promised to deliver on the SDGs, one of 
which calls for the elimination of violence 
against women and girls.

Economic and social empowerment of 
women and girls and their increased par-
ticipation in the workforce will go a long 
way in dismantling patriarchal systems and 
making this world a safer place to live in. 
Yes, it is easier said than done. But we have 
no other option. The campaign has to perco-
late to every nook and corner of every region 
and not remain confined to urban elite pock-
ets. Together we can. (C-Counter Currents)

Shobha Shukla is a health and 
development justice advocate. 
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Sheep Husbandry 
department organises 
awareness camp in Sumbal

DDC Kupwara reviews progress 

under District CAPEX Budget
68% expenditure incurred during current fiscal so far

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Sheep Hus-
bandry Department Hajin  
on Thursday organized an 
awareness camp regarding  
sheep rearing and other 
related activities at  Dak 
Banglow Sumbal.

The awareness camp 
was presided over by SDM 
Sumbal Bashir Ahmad 
Lone.

Sheep and Wool Devel-
opment Officer Hajin, field 
staff  of  Sheep Department 
and other concerned were 
also present on the occasion 
besides large gathering of  
local people and breeders 
of  the Sumbal town and 
adjoining areas.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sheep and Wool Devel-
opment Officer Hajin

Dr Nuzhat Wali said that 
the aim of  the programme 
was to help breeders to 
acquaint themselves with 
the latest technology and 
practices in the Sheep hus-

bandry sector.
She briefed the general 

public about the impor-
tance of  sheep rearing, their 
management and disease 
control.

SDM Sumbal Bashir 

Ahmad lone laid emphasis 
on greater participation and 
involvement of  people in the 
sheep husbandry sector.

He informed that the 
local area is ideally suited 
for sheep rearing and urged 

the youth to come forward 
to avail the benefits under 
various schemes.

He further said that all 
possible help will be pro-
vided to the sheep and goat 
breeders to avail the govern-
ment schemes.

Meanwhile on the occa-
sion there was threadbare 
discussion  on Importance 
and relevance of  FPOs,  
INAPH tagging and NLM 
Insurance by the VASs for 
Hajin and Sumbal during 
the awareness camp.

Locals who participated 
in the camp also shared 
their views and expressed 
satisfaction for holding such 
an informative program.

They thanked the Sheep 
Husbandry Department 
for conducting an aware-
ness camp in their area and 
expected more such pro-
grams in the future.

During the camp Rye 
grass seed kits were also 
distributed among the reg-
istered farmers.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: About 67.73% 
expenditure has been 
incurred under District 
CAPEX Budget 2022-23 in 
Kupwara district so far. This 
was stated at a review meet-
ing convened here Thursday 
under the chairmanship of  
District Development Com-
missioner (DDC) Kupwara, 
Doifode Sagar Dattatray 
to review the progress 
of  physical and financial 
achievements under Dis-
trict CAPEX Budget.

 Out of  total released 
funds of  Rs.27080.4 lakh, 
Rs.18341.52 lakh have been 
incurred on the execution 
of  various developmen-
tal works under District 

CAPEX Budget during 
the current financial year 
till date which constitutes 
67.73%.

The DDC reviewed sector 
wise progress of  all depart-
ments including R&B, Edu-
cation, Jal Shakti, PDD, 
General Service, Social Ser-
vice and received feedback 
from the officers one by one.

He was informed that out 
of  total 3019 approved dif-
ferent developmental works 
including DDC, BDC and 
PRI works, 2654 works got 
administrative approval out 
of  which 2640 works have 
been tendered. As many as 
2366 works have been allot-
ted out of  which 1222 works 
have been completed while 
as, 1144 works are under 

execution at different stages 
of  completion.

The DDC also reviewed 
the pace of  progress 
under MGNREGA and 
was informed that 48486 
have been approved under 
MGNREGA in 24 blocks of  
the district. Against the 
total Labour Budget of  
Rs.6889.16 lakh as many 
as 35386 works have been 
taken up out of  which 34744 
works have been completed 
physically. Expenditure 
on wages is Rs.2805.89 
lakh and labour generated 
1256843 mandays.

The meeting also 
reviewed the progress of  
soakage pits, vermi-com-
post pits, PMAY (G), JJM 
and health sectors.

While reviewing Jal 
Jeevan Mission, it was 
informed that 106 water 
supply schemes have been 
approved at an estimated 
cost of  Rs.589.52 crore in 
the district.

The DDC was informed 
mass macadamization was 
carried out during the cur-
rent year, out of  a target of  
278 Kms, 272 Kms have been 
blacktopped/macadamized 
across the district.

Addressing the meeting, 
the DDC expressed satis-
faction for overall perfor-
mance of  the department 
and asked officers to speed 
up the pace of  work so that 
cent percent targets could 
be achieved within the stip-
ulated time frame.

ADDC B'pora reviews 
progress of ADF 
works in district

DC Anantnag reviews 
functioning of KPDCL

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Additional 
District Development Com-
missioner Bandipora, Ali 
Afsar Khan Thursday con-
vened a meeting of  officers 
to review the status and 
progress of  works under 
Area Development Fund in 
the District.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ACD Bandipora, Ab 
Rashid Das, Joint Director 
Planning Imtiyaz Ahmad, 
BDOs and other concerned.

The ADDC reviewed 
work wise status of   expen-
diture, tendering , allotment  
and physical completion of  
works  under ADF viz DDC, 

BDC and PRI grants.
The meeting was 

informed that out of  1195 
approved  works under 
ADF 1125 works were ten-
dered out while 606 works 
were completed as on date.

It was given out that in 
the RDD sector 972 works 
were tendered out of  which 
542 works were completed 
as on date with expenditure 
of  963.39 lakhs.

The ADDC  after taking 
a work wise review directed 
the officers to ensure 100 
percent expenditure in the 
set time line by accelerat-
ing the pace of  the works 
scheduled for completion 
during the current year.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: Deputy 
Commissioner Anantnag 
Dr Basharat Qayoom, 
Thursday held a detailed 
review of  the functioning 
of  KPDCL Anantnag at DC 
Office Complex here.

Dr Basharat while 
reviewing the progress 
of  works under various 
schemes directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure 
completion of  all pending 
works within a fortnight 
and added  that physical 
and financial progress will 
be regularly monitored. He 
further directed the depart-
ment to ensure strict super-
vision of  execution and 
maintain high standards 
of  quality.

Regarding the supply of  
electricity in the district, 

the Deputy Commissioner 
directed the Executive 
Engineers to adhere to the 
notified schedule. He dis-
cussed the availability of  
buffer stock and decentral-
isation of  stock to reduce 
replacement time. He said 
that every effort has to 
be made to ensure that 
transformers are replaced 
within stipulated times, 
wherever required.

 He also directed the 
department to carry out 
awareness drives and 
appealed to people to pay 
their electricity dues. He 
also appealed  people to 
desist from using banned 
electrical equipment and 
encouraged judicious use 
of  electricity. The depart-
ment was directed to carry 
out IEC awareness through 
their field staff.

VC SKUAST, DDC Gbl preside over 

workshop on promotion of PM-FME
GMK NEWS NETWORK

GANDERBAL: A day long 
workshop cum awareness 
camp was organized Thurs-
day on the promotion of  
Prime Minister’s Formaliza-
tion of  Micro Food Process-
ing Enterprises (PM-FME), 
One District One Product 
(ODOP) walnut in District 
Ganderbal at KVK SKUAST 
(K) Shuhama.

Vice Chancellor SKUAST 
(K), Dr. Syed Nazir Ahmad 
Ganie and District Develop-
ment Commissioner (DDC), 
Ganderbal Shyambir pre-
sided over the camp.

The workshop was 
attended by Scientists from 
different Departments, Offi-
cers and Staff  from Develop-
mental Departments, Farm-
ers from Walnut industry 
and Students.

At the outset, Dr. Salman 
Rauoof  Chalkoo, Assis-
tant Director Fisheries 
and District Nodal Officer, 
PM-FME welcomed all the 
participants and briefed the 
audience about the scheme 
guidelines.

 Vice Chancellor, SKUAST 

Kashmir, Dr. Nazir Ahmad 
Ganai emphasized the need 
for cluster based approach 
between the Departments and 
University to achieve much 
needed success in the field of  
walnut industry. He stressed 
for multiplication of  exotic 
varieties of  walnut to further 
increase  productivity.

DDC while speaking on 
the occasion stressed on 
the need of  labelling all 
value added products for 
its acceptability at national 
and international markets 
and urged the commit-
tee framed to facilitate the 
growers. He also praised the 
efforts of  PM-FME associ-

ated officers and promised 
farmers/industrialists for 
all possible help and tech-
nical guidance from DNO 
PMFME and all the officers 
associated with the scheme.

During the program 
the performance under 
PM-FME was highlighted 
and the audiences were 
briefed about the scope of  
the walnut industry in Dis-
trict Ganderbal.

Dr. Ishfaq Abidi, Head 
KVK Ganderbal briefed the 
audience about the morpho-
logical features of  various 
walnuts, efforts done by the 
KVK for technological inter-
vention.

 Dr. Syed Zameer, Head 
Food Technology SKUAST 
Kashmir, presented an elab-
orate presentation on the 
walnut processing line inno-
vated by SKUAST Kashmir 
and the measures to manage 
and process walnut from 
time to time.

Later, appreciation 
certificates were also pre-
sented by the DDC to the 
team members in order to 
encourage and appreciate 
their efforts.

Newly elected DDC member 
of Hajin A administered oath
Together we can take development scenario 
of district to new heights: Dr. Owais

Revision of Panchayat 

Electoral Roll
DC Bandipora Chairs meeting, 
directs to conduct revision strictly in 
accordance with guidelines, schedule

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: An oath 
ceremony of  newly elect-
ed District Development 
Council Member for Hajin 
A, Naza Begum was held 
Thursday at  mini secre-
tariat Bandipora.

 Deputy Commission-
er Bandipora Dr. Owais 
Ahmed administered the 
oath to the newly elected 
District Development 
Council Member.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner congratulated the 
newly elected DDC member 
and hoped that the elected 
DDC member shall work for 
the betterment of  society 
in coordination with other 
Council members.

 He assured every possi-
ble assistance to the council 
and hoped that the coun-
cil shall work with extra 
zeal on the developmental 
front. He asked the elected 

representatives to work out 
for next year planning in 
advance to check the feasi-
bility and other measures  
of  developmental works.

 Dr. Owais said together 
we can take the develop-
ment scenario of  the dis-
trict to new heights to  
meet the expectations of  
the public.

While addressing the 
gathering, Chairman Dis-
trict Developmental Council 
Bandipora Ab Gani Bhat con-
gratulated the newly elected 
DDC member and hoped that 
newly elected DDC member 
will work for development of  
her  constituency  in the best 
possible manner and will 
leave no stone unturned in 
serving masses.

The oath ceremony was 
attended by Vice Chair-
man DDC, ADDC, District 
Nodal officer Coordination, 
DDC members, ACD, ACR, 
SDMs, BDOs, PRIs and 
other concerned.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

BANDIPORA: Deputy 
commissioner Bandipora 
Dr. Owais Ahmed who is 
also District Election Offi-
cer on Thursday chaired 
a meeting of  concerned to 
review the preparations for 
Revision of  Panchayat Elec-
toral Roll.

The meeting discussed 
threadbare various modali-
ties for revision of  panchay-
at Electoral  roll.

Dr. Owais on the occa-
sion instructed officials to 
work in coordination so 
that the final publication 
of  the voters’ list is flaw-
less for the upcoming pan-
chayat elections.

He directed the con-
cerned to conduct revision 
strictly in accordance with 

the guidelines and schedule 
and complete the process 
within the given timeline.

He exhorted upon the 
concerned officials  to take 
extra care while making the 
addition of  new voters & 
left out voters and deletion 
of  duplicate voters to avoid 
errors and completion of the 
process before the due date.

Dr. Owais stressed on 
timely addition of  eligible 
voters and urged eligible 
voters  to contact designated 
officials at village level to get 
registered in the electoral roll.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADDC Bandipora Ali 
Afsar khan, Nodal Officer 
Coordination Mohammad 
Ashraf  Hakak, DyDEO 
Bandipora, ACR Bandipo-
ra, SDMs, BDOs and other 
concerned.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
GULMARG DEV. AUTHORITY

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
NIT No:  81/GDA of 2022-23 Dated: 15    -12-2022
For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are being invited on an item rate basis/percentage age basis (as applicable) 
from approved and eligible Contractors registered with the J&K Government, CPWD, Railways, and other State/Central 
Governments for the following works:

S. 
No Name of Work

Adv. Cost
(Rs. In 
Lacs)

Cost of T/
Doc.

(In Rupees )

Earnest 
money

(In Rupees )

Time of
completion

M.H of 
Account

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1

Providing additional technical man 
force for the organization winter 
games/activities and arrangement 
thereof

1.50 200 3000 20 days Non-Plan A Class 
Electric

Position of AAA:  Accorded
Position of funds: Accorded
1.	 The	bidding	documents,	which	would	 include	qualifying	 information,	 eligibility	 criteria,	 specifications/drawings,	 a	bill	 of	 quantities	

(B.O.Q), a set of contract terms and conditions, and other details, can be viewed/downloaded from the departmental website www.
jktenders.gov.in on the dates listed below: -

1 •	 Date of Issue of Tender Notice    15-12-2022
2 •	 Period of downloading of bidding documents     15-12-2022
3 •	 Bid submission Start Date    15-12-2022
4 •	 Bid Submission End Date                  22-12-2022 4:00 PM
5 •	 Date & time of opening of Bids (Online)                     23-12-2022  11:00 AM

2. Bids must be accompanied by a Treasury Challan (dated between the bid submission start date and the Bid Submission End date) 
deposited in M.H. 1452 TSM in the name of Executive Engineer GDA TANGMARG (tender inviting authority) as the cost of the tender 
document.

3. At the time of tendering, all bidders must upload earnest money/bid security equal to 2% of the Advertised Cost in the form of CDR/
FDR/BG pledged to the tender receiving authority, i.e. Executive Engineer GDA TANGMARG. The successful bidder will have to provide 
Performance Security @ 3% at the time of contract award, strictly in accordance with the Government’s circular instructions from time to 
time. The earnest money/bid security of 2% will be released to the successful bidder only after the submission of a Performance Security 
of 3% of the total cost, which will be released after successful completion of the DLP/Maintenance Period.

4.	 The	date	and	time	of	bid	opening	shall	be	notified	on	the	Web	Site	www.jktenders.gov.in	and	automatically	communicated	to	bidders	via	
an	e-mail	message	sent	to	their	e-mail	address.	Responsive	bidders’	bids	will	be	opened	online	on	the	same	Web	Site	in	the	Office	of	the	
Executive Engineer GDA TANGMARG (tender receiving authority.

5. Bids for the work shall be valid for 120 days from the date of opening of Technical bids.
6.  Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
6.1 Bidders are advised to download the bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as the “Bidders Manual Kit” option 

on the website www.jktenders.gov to familiarize themselves with the bid submission process.
6.2	 In	 order	 to	 participate	 in	 the	 bidding	 process,	 bidders	 must	 obtain	 a	 ‘Digital	 Signature	 Certificate	 (DSC)’	 under	 the	 Information	

Technology	Act	of	2000.	Any	approved	Vendor	can	provide	bidders	with	a	digital	certificate.
6.3 Bidders must submit their bids in electronic format with a digital signature online. No physical bids will be accepted.
6.4	 Bids	will	be	opened	online	in	accordance	with	the	time	schedule	specified	in	Para-1.
6.5 Bidders must upload online scanned copy of all required documents (within the document upload limits) with their technical bid.
7 Insurance: Insurance cover to Labour / Machinery / Work / Plant material / Equipment by the contractor shall be mandatory
8 Laws Governing the Contract: The contract shall be governed by Laws of the land.

Draftsman		 	 	 	 		Technical	Officer	 Sd/=
No: GDA/Divn/2286-90 Executive Engineer
Dated: - 15 /12/2022 GDA TANGMARG

DIPK-NB-5591-22
Dt: 15-12-2022
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Yearender 2022: How Jaishankar 
defended the "India way" this 
year amid Ukraine conflict

Indonesian diplomats laud India's rich 
culture at G20's Working Group meeting

NEW DELHI: Throughout 
this year, External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) S Jaishan-
kar clearly spelt out India's 
position on the Ukraine 
conflict , standing firm on 
the principal-based stance 
amid the war that is causing 
serious global implications.

When Moscow started 
its large-scale military 
build-up near its border 
areas before the start of  
the war, some drew paral-
lels between the situation 
in Ukraine and India-China 
border issue.

"That somehow there is 
a trade-off. One country 
does this in the Pacific so in 
return, you do something 
else. I don't think that's the 
way international relations 
work," the minister said in 
front of  the members pres-
ent at the annual conference 
on international security 
policy in Munich.

Less than two months 
later the Biden administra-
tion hosted India for the 
fourth 2+2 Ministerial Dia-
logue in Washington in April. 
As the Ukraine conflict had 
entered its second week, Jais-
hankar was asked why India 
is not condemning Russia 
for the war in Ukraine and 
increasing oil imports.

"If  you are looking at 

energy purchases from 
Russia. I would suggest your 
attention should be focused 
on Europe. We do some 
energy which is necessary 
for our energy security but I 
suspect our total purchases 
in a month is equal to what 
Europe does in an after-
noon," he remarked.

Again, in June this year, 
questions were raised on 
increasing oil imports from 
Russia, at the GLOBSEC 
Bratislava Security Confer-
ence in the Slovak Republic. 
Here too, fingers were point-
ed toward India's purchase 
of  Russian oil amid western 
sanctions.

Clearly defining Indian 
position on energy imports, 
Jaishankar said India 

doesn't send people out 
there to especially buy Rus-
sian oil. "We send people 
out there and say go buy 
oil. Now you buy the best oil 
you can in the market. So, I 
don't think, I would attach a 
political messaging to that," 
he said.

Furthermore, he said, "...
Tell me if  buying Russian 
gas is not funding the war. 
Why is only Indian money 
and oil coming to India that 
funds and not gas coming to 
Europe? Let's be a little even 
handed out here."

He also dismissed the 
connection between the 
Ukraine conflict and the 
India-China issue. "China 
and India happened way 
before anything happened 

in Ukraine.I see this, frank-
ly not a very clever argu-
ment, a self-serving one."

Earlier this month, 
German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock paid a 
three-day visit to India on 
her first official trip that 
focused on the climate crisis 
and preserving the rules-
based order.

Pointing out recent 
import figures of  India 
which paled in compari-
son to Europe, Jaishankar 
emphasized that Europe 
will make the choices it will 
make, however, for the bloc 
to make choices that pri-
oritize its energy needs and 
then ask India to do some-
thing else, is not fair.

Amid geopolitical crisis, 
food and energy insecurity, 
mounting debt and chal-
lenges to climate action, he 
said the Modi government's 
endeavour is to build con-
sensus within the G20, and 
champion causes especially 
of  the Global South.

He emphasized that said 
India's foreign policy today 
is no longer just an exer-
cise of  a Ministry or even 
simply that of  the Gov-
ernment. "It has a direct 
impact on the daily lives of  
all Indians."(MILAP NEWS 
NETWORK)

NEW DELHI: Indone-
sian diplomats Endy Kami 
Immanuel Ginting (Consul 
Protocol & Consular, Indo-
nesia) and Dian Hayati 
Syamsuwir Kibe (Officer 
Economic, Indonesia) who 
were part of  the first meet-
ing of  Development Work-
ing Group (DWG) under 
India's G20 presidency 
lauded art and culture by 
Indian artists exhibited in 
Mumbai.

Describing India's rich 
culture, Endy said, "My 
experience is very good. 
India offers very natural 
hospitality for all foreigners 
here. I have seen some hand-
icraft goods which are very 
good, introducing Maha-
rashtra's rich culture and 
the relationship between 
Indonesia and India."

The Indonesian Consul 
Protocol & Consular said he 
is here to attend the DWG 
meeting of  G20, which India 
hosted this year after Indo-
nesia hosted it last year.

Speaking about India's 
G20 presidency, Endy said 
"I think it's very nice, Indian 
tradition is very nice, very 
rich and I am sure this is not 
only in Maharashtra but in 
many other states, and cities 
they have their own culture 
which is very very rich just 
like Indonesia multiple cul-
tures and languages.

India, which recently 
took up the G20 presi-

dency, has a crucial year 
coming ahead for its global 
ambitions. Global chal-
lenges including the war in 
Ukraine as well as the seri-
ous concerns posed by the 
aftermath of  the pandemic 
are aspects that India's 
presidency predominantly 
would be focusing upon.

Meanwhile, Dian lauded 
Indian music and shared 
her connection with it, 
highlighting maestro AR 
Rehman and Bollywood 
King, Shahrukh Khan. "I 
can go on talking about 
Indian music. Let me 
be honest with you, my 
favourite composer is AR 
Rehman  for the first time 
I listen to his song Mumbai  
from there on until now I 
have been a big fan of  

Indian songs.
I cannot say about Tamil 

and all because Bollywood 
is like a king in Indonesia 
I am talking about Shah-
rukh Khan. It's like I got 
to know music from him, 
AR Rehman and Shahrukh 
Khan. When I came to India 
I saw musical instruments 
and it gives some kind of  
urge that this is the coun-
try. I had this connection 
with India, so those people 
who are fond of  music, 
something to do with your 
soul come to this country 
to India and experience the 
beauty of  music because 
I can guarantee that you 
cannot find this kind of  
beautiful instrument in 
another country, even my 
country."

Dian also spoke in Hindi, 
thanking Indian hospitality 
and said that Indians are 
charming and lovely and 
said that she was an Indian 
in her last birth. "Thank you 
so much, bahut bahut dhan-
yavad, aap Indian log bahut 
hi dildar hai, pyara hai. 
Shayad main pichle janam 
Indian thi, bahut accha laga 
yahan," said the Indonesian 
Economic Officer.

The theme of  India's 
presidency had earlier 
been revealed to be 'Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam One 
Earth, One Family, One 
Future, which illustrates 
India's motto of  collectively 
responding to the immedi-
ate global challenges that 
faces the world. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK) 

PM Modi projects Buddhism as unique part of India's foreign policy
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has consistently pro-
jected Buddhism as an important 
and unique part of  India's foreign 
policy in the last several years.

Dr Chandan Kumar, a Research 
Associate, at the International Bud-
dhist Confederation said that PM 
Modi while addressing the Indian 
diaspora in Manila, Philippines, 
during his 33rd ASEAN Summit 
tour, said that "21st century is Asian 
century and if  the 21st century is 
considered to be Asia's century 
then it becomes our duty to make 
it India's century".

And to make the 21st century 
India's century and superpower or 
Vishva Guru, India needs a Bud-
dhist legacy in diplomacy.

PM Modi's connection with Bud-
dhism started at his birthplace Vad-
nagar. During a visit to Lumbini 
on May 16, 2022, on the occasion of  
Buddha Purnima, while mention-
ing his relationship with Buddhism, 
PM Modi said "I also have another 
relationship with Lord Buddha, 
which is a wonderful coincidence 
and also very pleasant. The place 
where I was born, Vadnagar in 
Gujarat, was a great center of  Bud-
dhist learning centuries ago. Even 
today, ancient remains are being 
excavated there, whose conserva-
tion work is going on."

Vadnagar was situated at a stra-
tegic location where two ancient 

trade routes crossed each other, 
one was from central India to Sindh 
and another from Gujarat coast to 
North India.

The state Archeology department 
made a stunning discovery of  a large 
Buddhist monastery dating back to 
the 1st- 7th century and another 
excavation at Dev Ni Mori in north-
east Gujarat, where sacred relics of  
Buddha were found. In the excava-
tion, an ancient Buddhist Monastery, 
the Bodhisattva idol (Buddha sitting 
in a meditation posture), and Bud-
dhist objects and pendants were also 
discovered at Vadnagar.

He further mentioned that "The 
link between Buddha and Gujarat 
is as old as Buddha himself. The 
trade and commerce of  Gujarat 
played a role in bringing Buddhism 
to western India. The reason why 
Gujarat and particularly the port 
of  Bharukaccha (modern Baruch), 
is frequently mentioned in some 
of  the oldest Buddhist literature 
is obvious. Traders coming from 
Buddhist centers like Benaras and 
Vaisali brought Buddhism to Guja-
rat during its early days along with 
their merchandise."

Talking about the presence of  a 
large number of  monks in Gujarat 
and Buddhist teachings, PM Modi 
said that "During the time of  the 
Maitraka kings, there were more 
than 13,000 monks in Gujarat. We 
also had one of  the greatest Bud-

dhist universities, the Vallabhi Bud-
dhist University in Vallabhipur in 
Gujarat, during that period."

On the eve of  Chinese president 
Xi Jinping's visit to Gujarat, on 16th 
September 2014, PM Modi posted a 
series of  feature information on his 
website about the "Buddhist Heritage 
in Gujarat". He mentioned about the 
Gujarat connection with 7th-century 
Chinese Traveler Huien Tsang, who 
visited Gujarat in 641 AD.

He also posted on his web-
site "Vadnagar is one of  the most 
ancient towns of  Gujarat known as 
Anandapura during Hiuen Tsang's 
visit in mid-seventh century AD. He 
records the presence of  10 monas-
teries of  the Sammatiya sect with 
1000 monks".

During his tenure as CM, many 
important excavations were car-
ried out by the state Archeological 

department and several new find-
ings and discoveries were made.

Chinese ambassador and philos-
opher, Hu Shih has said that "India 
conquered and dominated China 
culturally for 20 centuries without 
ever having to send a single soldier 
across her border; it was Indian 
Buddhism that helped shape Chi-
nese civilization." Hu Shih was 
China's Ambassador to the United 
States during 1938-1942 and later 
became the Vice Chancellor of  
Peking University.

In august 2014 during his historic 
address to the Constituent Assem-
bly of  Nepal, PM Modi spoke of  
Nepal's journey from the path of  
war to the path of  Buddha. While 
addressing Nepal's Parliament 
(Constituent Assembly) he said 
that "Nepal is the country where 
the apostle of  peace in the world, 

Buddha, was born."
In 2015, during the first leg of  his 

three-country tour, PM Modi visited 
Xi'an, the capital of  Shaanxi prov-
ince and the hometown of  Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. Xi'an is known 
for its rare and unique ancient Bud-
dhist caves. In the opening remarks 
of  the meeting, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping said, "This is the first 
time I have treated a foreign leader 
in my hometown and I hope you 
have a happy stay".

He also said that "Wherever I 
have travelled in Asia - from the 
edge of  the Pacific to the center 
of  the Indian Ocean; from the sea 
shores of  Southeast Asia to the 
lofty heights of  the Himalayas; 
from the thick forests of  the trop-
ics to expanse of  these steppes - I 
see thriving monuments and tem-
ples dedicated to Lord Buddha". 
He further mentioned that "It is a 
call for each of  us, as individuals 
and as nations, to assume the uni-
versal responsibility of  mankind 
and our planet. The teachings of  
Lord Buddha are reflected in the 
principles of  democracy". Later PM 
Modi visited the Gandan Monastery 
in Ulaanbaatar and gifted a statue 
of  Lord Buddha to the monastery.

Prime minister Modi's visits to 
temples during his foreign travels 
is another unique diplomatic aspect 
of  his visits abroad. Significantly, 
while speaking on the occasion of  

Buddha Purnima in 2015, he said, 
"During all my foreign visits, one 
day is always set aside to visit a 
Buddhist temple".

Addressing the monks, during 
his visit to Quan Su Pagoda also 
known as the Ambassadors' 
Pagoda, in Hanoi, Vietnam, PM 
Modi said "Our relationship spans 
2000 years. Some people came here 
with the objective of  war. We came 
here with the message of  peace 
the message of  Buddha, which has 
endured,".

Later that year PM Modi visited 
the Ananda temple in Bagan and 
offered prayers. Ananda Buddhist 
temple was built in 1105 AD and is 
one of  the surviving masterpieces 
of  Mon architecture. He also visited 
Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon. In 
2018, he visited Buddha Tooth Relic 
Temple and Museum in Singapore 
which was built in 2007.

PM Modi's personal interest in 
Buddhism and understanding of  
Buddhism is profound and compre-
hensive as is evident from the vari-
ous statements made by him on the 
subject from time to time. Further-
more, his ability to clearly gauge 
the connection between Buddhism 
and its relevance in the modern 
world is a crucial factor that, if  
understood and implemented by the 
global community, would indeed 
bring universal peace and harmony. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

Tibetan women arrested for participating 
in anti-lockdown protests in China: Report

6 Chinese diplomats leave UK 

over Manchester protester attack
HIMACHAL PRADESH: 
Chinese police arrested four 
young Tibetan women for 
participating in anti-lock-
down protests witnessed 
across China, Phayul 
reported citing various 
media reports. The detained 
women were students work-
ing in a hotel in the Jinniu 
district in Chengdu city.

“Chinese police have 
arrested four Tibetan 
women, Zamkar, Dechen, 
Kalsang Dolma and Delha 
on December 5 for allegedly 
participating in a peaceful 
demonstration against the 
Zero Covid policy in Sich-
uan’s capital Chengdu,” 
Phayul cited Tibet Post 
quoting one source.

As per the news report, 
Zamkar hails from Serlong 
village in Dartsedo, Kalsang, 
Dolma and Delha belong to 
Dartsedo County. All four 
women studied in high school 
in the same area and worked 
in Chengdu city. The hotels 
were shut down due to the 
strict restrictions imposed 
by the Chinese authorities 
in Chengdu and other cities.

Zamkar, Dechen, Kalsang, 
Dolma and Delha were arrest-
ed on Monday for participat-
ing in the protests in the 

region, according to Phayul. 
Chinese authorities have 
arrested peaceful protesters 
in universities and cities for 
demonstrations against the 
government, including the 
arrest of  a young Tibetan 
woman named Tsewang 
Lhamo from Lhasa, Phayul 
reported citing various media 
reports. Lhamo is a student at 
the Nanjing Communication 
University in China.

People raised slogans like 
“Xi Jinping, Step down!” 
and “Communist party, 
Step down!” during pro-
tests in Shanghai, Zheng-
zhou, Qinghai in Tibet and 
other regions, as per the 
news report. In October, 
visuals of  protests in Lhasa 
emerged online, showing 
hundreds of  people partici-
pating in the protest.

Notably, China has been 
following a strict COVID 

policy ever since the pandemic 
emerged in Beijing. Chinese 
authorities have been adher-
ing to stringent COVID mea-
sures, including lockdowns, 
mass testing, and travel 
restrictions in order to control 
the spread of  COVID-19.

Protesters included 
Tibetans and Chinese 
demonstrating against the 
lockdown imposed by the 
Chinese administration. A 
person in Mandarin said, 
“[We] have been locked up 
for too long. And a lot of  
people in this community 
are people who have just 
come to work and earn 
money. If  they could get 
that in mainland China, 
they wouldn’t have come 
here,” according to Phayul.

Citing the Dharamshala-
based research group Tibetan 
Centre for Human Rights and 
Democracy, the report said 
that the group in September 
said that five people commit-
ted suicide due to the “dra-
conian measures” imposed 
by the Chinese government 
under the zero-COVID policy. 
As per the news report, five 
Tibetans committed suicide 
from September 23-25 due to 
Beijing’s lockdown policies. 
(MILAP NEWS NETWORK)

UK: In yet another low point 
in UK-China relations, China 
has removed six officials 
from Britain - including one 
of  its most senior diplomats 
- two months after the vio-
lence at its Manchester con-
sulate, reported Politico. Six 
Chinese diplomats based in 
Manchester, including Con-
sul-General Zheng Xiyuan, 
are returning to China in the 
wake of  an incident in which 
a protester was dragged into 
the consulate grounds and 
attacked, according to three 
people familiar with the 
matter.

The police told the gov-
ernment last week that they 
wanted to interview these six 
Chinese diplomats and as a 
matter of  protocol, the Brit-
ish government requested 
that Beijing waive diplomatic 
immunity to allow officers to 
proceed, the people said. The 
British side gave the Chinese 
a deadline of  Wednesday to 
respond and allow the police 
investigation to continue, 
but instead, the six are now 
on their way back to China, 
reported Politico.

The diplomats' depar-
ture was announced by UK 
Foreign Secretary James 

Cleverly on Wednesday. He 
expressed his disappoint-
ment that none of  the six 
would now face justice. "The 
violence at China's con-
sulate in Manchester was 
unacceptable. We all saw 
the disturbing footage of  the 
incident outside the Chinese 
consulate in Manchester. In 
response to that, we initi-
ated a process based on our 
adherence to the rule of  law. 
Greater Manchester Police 
initiated investigations, as 
part of  the investigation 
requested that six Chinese 
officials waive diplomatic 
immunity so they could be 
questioned.

We informed the Chinese 
embassy of  that and we set 
a deadline which expired, 
making it clear that we 
expected them to take action. 
In response to our request, 
the Chinese government has 
now removed from the UK 
those officials, including the 
Consul General himself. This 
demonstrates that our adher-
ence to the rule of  law, and 
the seriousness with which 
we take these incidents, has 
had an effect and we will con-
tinue on the world stage and 
domestically to abide by the 

rule of  law and expect others 
to do likewise," said Cleverly.

The episode follows foot-
age from October showing 
unidentified men emerg-
ing from the consulate 
compound, tearing down a 
satirical portrait of  Chinese 
President Xi Jinping erected 
by Hong Kong protesters 
outside, and then attacking 
a protester who had been 
dragged into the consulate 
grounds, reported Politico. 
Video shows the men landing 
a series of  violent blows on 
the protester, who later iden-
tified himself  to the Britain-
based publication as "Bob."

He told reporters he 
was "dragged inside and 
attacked" before being res-
cued by police. Greater Man-
chester Police confirmed his 
account. A call to the Man-
chester consulate was not 
answered on Wednesday. 
There's no reply to an email 
inquiry made to the Chinese 
embassy to the UK.

China's decision to remove 
the diplomats is seen as an 
attempt to de-escalate the 
dispute and avoid further tit-
for-tat exchanges between it 
and the UK. (MILAP NEWS 
NETWORK)

Rifts emerge in Pakistan's 
ruling coalition over the 
Reko Diq deal
ISLAMABAD:  Rifts 
emerged in Pakistan's 
ruling coalition after the 
federal cabinet gave a go-
ahead for the signing of  the 
Reko Diq deal before the 
December 15 deadline.

The cabinet held a detailed 
discussion on the Reko Diq 
copper-gold project in Balo-
chistan's Chagai district.

The JUI-F and the 
BNP-M members protest-
ed that they were not taken 
into confidence on the issue. 
The government, however, 
assured the members that 
their doubts were valid and 
would be addressed.

Sharif  in his opening 
remarks, said that the gov-
ernment of  Pakistan would 
ensure the protection of  the 
rights of  investors in all the 
investment projects, includ-
ing the Reko Diq project, 
and all the promises made 
to them would be fulfilled, 
according to a report in The 
Express Tribune.

The report said the cabi-
net was informed that a 
presidential reference was 
filed in the Supreme Court 
under Article 186 of  the Con-

stitution for a legal opinion 
on the final agreements. 
The court gave its opinion 
on December 9, saying that 
the restructuring process 
was transparent.

The committee com-
prised of  Finance Minister 
Ishaq Dar, Commerce Min-
ister Syed Naveed Qamar, 
Law Minister Azam Tarar 
and Economic Affairs Min-
ister Ayaz Sadiq.

After a long discussion, the 
ministers approved the sign-
ing of  the final agreements 
for restructuring the Reko 
Diq project on the recom-
mendation of  the Petroleum 
Division. The cabinet also 
approved the project funding 
plan passed by the Economic 
Coordination Committee 
(ECC) of the Cabinet, reported 
The Express Tribune. (MILAP 
NEWS NETWORK)
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Colleges in J&K to move towards 
academic autonomy: CS

Babar Azam takes back
top spot, ends 2021 as the No.1
ranked T20I batter

Deaths  due  to  road  accidents  
cause  of   worry:  Lt  Guv

Directs officers to identify factors contributing to road accidents 

Police officer, civilian Killed in 
twin attacks in Kashmir

LG, Omar, Sajad 
condemn twin attacks

 � GMK News Network
Srinagar: Jammu and Kashmir’s 

Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha 
and political leaders on Wednesday 
condemned the twin attacks in 
Kashmir, which left a civilian and a 
police officer dead.

Lt Guv,  Sinha in a tweet said that 
militants and their handlers responsible 
for these killings will be brought to 
justice soon.

“Deeply saddened by the barbaric 
and cowardly terrorist act in Srinagar 
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 � Faizan Mir 

Srinagar: A police officer and a civilian 
were killed in two separate attacks by militants 
in Anantnag and Srinagar Wednesday evening, 
police said.

An official told Good Morning Kashmir  
that an ASI of Jammu and Kashmir police was 
shot at by militants near SDH Bijbehara during 
evening hours. 

"An assistant sub-inspector, Muhammad 
Ashraf, was killed after militants 
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J&K Received Investment Proposals Worth Rs 31,000 Crore: CentreJ&K rePorts
125 fresh Covid 
Cases, 1 death

 � GMK Correspondent

Srinagar: Srinagar: Jammu and 
Kashmir reported 125 fresh Covid-19 
cases while one person succumbed to 
the virus in the last 24 hours, officials 

said on Wednesday.
28 of the fresh cases were reported 

from Jammu Division and 97 from Kashmir, 
taking the overall tally to 340161.

Moreover, 143 more COVID-19 patients 
have recovered and been discharged 
from various hospitals including 21

Turn on Page | 2

Night temperature rises as 
clouds engulf Kashmir

Cs reviews public health system preparedness to omicron
Asks H&ME to trace and monitor international travelers through Air Suvidha portal

aCs finance 
rolls out e-Court 

fee system
 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance, Atal Dulloo, 
Wednesday approved to implement 
e-Court fee system in entire Jammu 
& Kashmir for collection of Judicial 
Stamp Duty.

Those present at the official rollout 
at the Civil Secretariat here included 
Secretary Law, Achal Sethi; Vice 
President Stock Holding Corporation 
India Limited, Amit Dassi; Assistant 
Vice President, Pramod Joshi; Senior 
Manager, Vikas Singla; Area Managers, 
Surinder Bhatia and Charanjit Singh.

The UT government has appointed 
Stock Holding Corporation of India 
Limited (SHCIL) as central record 
keeping agency to devise and 
implement the e-Court fee system. 
The system gives an option to citizens 
to pay JSD online as well as offline- 
through stamp vendors

Pursuant to the selection of SHCIL 
as Central Record Keeping Agency, 
on September 22, 2021, an agreement 
with SHCIL was signed by Law 
Department of Jammu & Kashmir.

Rollout of e-Court fee system would 
provide citizens an easy mode of 
paying stamp duty and would also 
enhance the scope of work for stamp 
vendors and augment their income. 
It would also usher more transparency 
in the entire process.

Turn on Page | 2

Reject those doing politics on 
basis of religion: Azad

Omicron cases recorded in Jmu indication 
of community spread: Doctors' body

125-year-old church in Sgr 
restored after 3 decades

J&K Unlikely To Be Militancy Free In Hurry: Vij  
new Delhi: Militancy will start 

crumbling gradually in Kashmir after 
two-three years of resistance and in a 
period of 8-10 years, it is likely to be 
brought to an ineffectual state, says 
former Army chief Gen (retd) N C Vij.

He has come out with a book "The 
Kashmir Conundrum: The Quest for 
Peace in a Troubled Land" in which he 
tries to give a picture - starting with a 
history of Jammu & Kashmir and its 
people to the abrogation of special 
status.

"Militancy in the region is not likely 
to disappear in a hurry. It may take 
eight to ten years, but the intensity is 
likely to decrease over time, as Pakistan's 
ability to create mischief will also 
reduce," says Vij, who is from Jammu 

and Kashmir.
He says he is convinced that the 

"momentous developments" of August 
5 and 6, 2019 dealt a death blow to the 
militancy in Kashmir.

"From an aggressive position, 
Pakistan and the separatists have been 
reduced to scurrying and fending for 
themselves. Also, as a result of the 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, 
new dilemmas have arisen for the 
Kashmiris. They have lost their special 
status. This had always made them 
think of themselves as different from 
the rest of India. Now, they fear that they 
will be reduced to a minority in their 
own home state," Vij writes in the book, 
published by HarperCollins India.

He also says that Pakistan has been 

reduced to a hopeless situation by India 
and it has become quite clear that the 
country is no match for India in any 
field, whether diplomatically, 
economically or militarily.

"The Kashmiris' dependence on 
Pakistan was perhaps a big mistake for 
which they have paid the price. Indeed, 
their desire to join Pakistan or become 
independent has become a lost hope," 
he argues.

According to Vij, all these factors 
put together will surely make the 
Kashmiris have a serious rethink about 
their approach and aims for the future.

"What should they do? Should they 
still dream about independence or 
should they try and recover what
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 � Mubashir Aalam Wani

Srinagar:  On eve of Christmas in 
Kashmir government has restored a 
125-year-old church situated in Dalgate 
area of Srinagar after a gap of 30 years.

The church called St Lukes was shut 
for the last 30 years after conflict erupted 
in the valley in the 1990s. The christian 
community living in the valley were 
excited and happy that the church has 
been restored.

A  local christian Kenndi David said 
that they are thankful to the government 
and are happy with the development.

“Not only for Christians but I think 
the locals who live around the area are 
happy that the church has been restored 
for prayers,” David said.

David said that the Church is going 
to be inaugurated tomorrow virtually 
by LG Manoj Sinha from the civil 
secretariat due to security reasons.

“Today we have recorded a program 
and it will be played in front of the 
governor on screen,” he said.

“We pray for peace and prosperity
Turn on Page | 2

 � GMK News Network 

Srinagar: With Jammu Omicron 
cases having no travel history or 
contact with any positive case of the 
new variant, Doctors Association 
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday said 
this could be an indication of possible 
community spread of the new variant.

“It is possible these cases could 
be an instance of community spread 
of Omicron,” said DAK President and 
influenza expert Dr Nisar ul Hassan 
in a statement issued here. 

The DAK President said first three 
cases of Omicron variant of Covid-19 

were reported yesterday from Talab 
Tillo and Bantalab areas of Jammu 
province.

“All the three cases have no history 
of foreign travel or exposure to any 
person infected with the variant,” 
he said.

“This gives us to understand that 
these cases might have contracted 
the infection from the community 
exposure,” Dr Hassan said.

He said these cases are significant 
as they mean that the infection might 
be spreading untraced in the 
community,” he said.

“This could indicate the beginning 
of community transmission,” said 
Dr Nisar.

He said community transmission 
means when a person contracts the 
virus from an unknown source. The 
individual picks up the infection 
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 � Agencies 

ganDoh: Senior Congress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad 
exhorted people on Tuesday 
to reject those doing politics 
based on religion and said 
Jammu and Kashmir as well 
as the entire country are going 
backward instead of moving 
ahead in the past seven years.

Targeting the BJP 
government, he said those 
treating people based on 
religion or party affiliation and 

are unable to provide justice 
equally have no right to remain 
in power.

"India did not remain as it 
was seven years before and 
likewise, J&K did not remain 
the way it was some three or 

four years ago. We are 
witnessing a lot of changes... 
We are heading backward," 
Azad said.

Addressing a large public 
meeting at Bhallesa village of 
Gandoh in Doda district, the 
Congress leader, without 
naming the BJP, said people 
across the country are suffering 
due to joblessness, inflation, 
and poverty.

"In our times, the change 
was development and 
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 � GMK News Desk

JaMMU: The Chief 
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar 
Mehta Wednesday chaired a 
meeting to review the public 
health system preparedness 
to new COVID variant Omicron, 
which is reportedly 3-4 times 
more infectious than the Delta 
variant.

Additional Chief Secretary, 

Health & Medical Education, 
Divisional Commissioners 
Kashmir/ Jammu, all Deputy 
Commissioners, MD National 
Health Mission, Director, 
Family Welfare, and concerned 
HoDs participated in the 
meeting.

It was informed that the 
three cases of Omicron variant 
of COVID were reported in 
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 � GMK News Network

Srinagar: Barring Pahalgam and 
Qazigund, the minimum temperature 
recorded further rise across J&K and 
Ladakh amid cloud cover on Wednesday.

A meteorological department 
official said  that Srinagar, the summer 
capital of J&K recorded a low of minus 
1.8°C against last night’s minus 2.8°C. 
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 � Agencies

new Delhi: Jammu and 
Kashmir has received investment 
proposals worth Rs 31,000 crore 
and has notified a new central 
sector scheme worth Rs 28,400 
crore which is likely to provide 
employment to over 4.5 lakh 
people, the Rajya Sabha was 
informed on Wednesday.

MoS Home Nityanand Rai 
said Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah met several delegations, 
families of martyrs, members of 
civil society and panchayati raj 
institutions, the public in general 
besides interacting with about 
50,000 members of 4,500 youth 
clubs during his visit to Jammu 
and Kashmir in October.

"The government has notified 

the new central sector scheme 
for industrial development of 
the Union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir, with an outlay of 
Rs 28,400 crore. This is likely to 
provide employment to over 4.5 
lakh people while boosting the 
industrial development of Jammu 
and Kashmir," he said in a written 
reply.

The government has received 

investment proposals worth 
approximately Rs 31,000 crore, 
Rai was quoted as saying by news 
agency PTI.

He said the Jammu and 
Kashmir government has 
approved a business revival 
package of Rs 1,352.99 crore on 
September 25, 2020.

Under the languishing project 
programme, 1,192 projects worth 

Rs 1,983.77 crore were completed, 
including five projects which 
were incomplete for more than 
20 years, 15 projects for more 
than 15 years and 165 projects 
for more than 10 years.

The minister said the progress 
of projects being implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the prime minister's development 
package-2015 has been 

accelerated.
A total of 53 projects 

pertaining to 15 ministries are 
being implemented at a cost of 
Rs 58,477 crore in various sectors 
such as roads, power, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, 
skill development, etc. out of 
which 21 projects have been 
completed or substantially 
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 � GMK News Network

JaMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha wednesday chaired a high-level 
meeting on Road Safety here at Civil 
Secretariat.

Deaths due to road accident is indeed 
a cause of worry. The Government is 
making continuous efforts to make 
the public aware of road safety and is 
committed to enforce the rules and 
necessary interventions & facilities, 
observed the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor directed the 
concerned officials to identify factors 
contributing to road accidents & take 

proactive measures, ensuring 
enforcement of safety laws in true 

spirit & making improvements in the 
response system and spreading 

awareness on road safety.
Turn on Page | 2
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TRANSFORMING J&K

Air raid warnings 
issued in several 
regions of Ukraine

Three dead, dozens injured after 
tornadoes rip through Louisiana

Australian population 
grows 1.1%

AGENCIES

Washington: At least three 
people were killed and 
dozens others injured after 
a massive winter storm 
spawned intense torna-
does across the US state of 
Louisiana, authorities con-
firmed on Thursday.

One person was killed, 
and eight others were 
injured on Wednesday when 
a tornado ripped through 
Killona, a small neighbour-
hood in St. Charles Parish, 
Xinhua news agency 
reported. St. Charles Parish 
sheriff's office tweeted that 
multiple residences were 
heavily damaged in Kil-
lona as police were check-
ing residences for injured 
or trapped people.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
rescuers found the body of 
a 30-year-old woman under 
the debris one street away 
from her home destroyed 
by an EF-2 tornado hit-
ting Keithville on Tues-
day night, according to 
the Caddo Parish sheriff's 
office. The body of her eight-
year-old son was also found 
in the forest about a half 
mile away from their home.

More than 30,000 homes 
and businesses in the area 
were left without power 
Wednesday afternoon after 
another tornado battered 
the New Orleans metro 

area including Gretna and 
Arabi, which were hit by an 
EF-3 tornado in March.

At least five people were 
injured in New Iberia on 
Wednesday when a tor-
nado touched down. A hos-
pital and several homes 

were damaged with people 
trapped.

In Farmerville, Loui-
siana, rescuers searched 
overnight for victims of a 
tornado that struck a neigh-
bourhood on Tuesday eve-
ning, which injured nearly 
25 people, some critically, 
local media outlet KNOE 
reported.

Farmerville Mayor John 
Crow said on Wednesday 
the tornado badly damaged 

an apartment complex 
where 50 families lived 
and wiped out a neighbor-
ing mobile home park with 
about 10 homes.

Louisiana Governor 
John Bel Edwards has 
declared a state of emer-

gency.
"Unfortunately, this 

severe weather event is 
not yet out of our state as 
it now moves into Central 
and South Louisiana. Please 
stay weather aware and 
follow the directions of local 
officials," the governor said.

At least 48 tornadoes 
have been reported since 
Tuesday from Oklahoma 
and Texas eastward to Loui-
siana and Mississippi, the 

National Weather Service 
tallied on Wednesday.

Nearly two dozen torna-
does have been confirmed 
as of Wednesday evening, 
including six rated EF-2 on 
the Enhanced Fujita Scale 
and at least one EF-3.

"A powerful system con-
tinues to produce heavy 
snow, blizzard conditions, 
and areas with a wintry mix 
across the north and central 
Plains," the National Weath-
er Service said.

"Severe storms with all 
hazards, including intense 
tornadoes, and heavy to 
excessive rain that could 
cause flash flooding can be 
expected across the Deep 
and Middle South," it added.

AGENCIES

Kuala Lumpur: The Malay-
sian economy will moder-
ate in 2023 amid challeng-
ing external conditions and 
slowing domestic demand, 
economists said on Thurs-
day. The Maybank Invest-
ment Bank Research said 
in a report that it expects 
Malaysia's full-year growth 
to moderate to 4 per cent in 
2023 from 2022's growth fore-
cast of 8 per cent, mainly 
reflecting moderation in 
domestic demand, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The research house sees 
slower growth in private 
consumption next year as 
pent-up spending from full 
economic re-opening dissi-
pates, compounded by the 
effects of high inflation and 
high interest rates on cost 
of living and real disposable 
income. It also sees modera-
tion in public consumption 
growth in line with the 
lower government operat-
ing expenditure allocation 
in Budget 2023.

In addition, it said the 
outlook of slower global 
economic growth results 
in exports and imports of 
goods and services slump-
ing. Meanwhile, MIDF 
Research foresees Malay-
sia's gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) growth to moder-
ate to 4.2 per cent for 2023 
mainly due to deceleration 
in external trade perfor-
mances as a result of slower 
global demand.

"We foresee the global 
economy to experience 
slowdown rather than 
recession for next year. Due 
to higher interest rates and 
elevated inflationary pres-
sure, demand conditions 
in the United States and 
the European Union will 
dampen next year," MIDF 

Research said in the report.
According to the 

research house, Malaysia's 
real exports growth is pro-
jected to slow to 2.8 per cent 
from the 2022 growth esti-
mate of 12.5 per cent, par-
tially supported by improv-
ing services exports given 
the expectation of a more 
robust tourism activity.

However, on the trade 
of goods, it believes Malay-
sia will continue to benefit 
from commodity exports 
especially palm oil, petro-
leum and liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) as the average 
prices of crude palm oil 
(CPO) and Brent crude oil 
are forecasted to stay elevat-
ed at 3,500 ringgit ($794) per 

tonne and $96 per barrel for 
next year.

MIDF Research is also 
optimistic that the Malay-
sian domestic economy will 
be fueled by continuous 
upbeat consumer spend-
ing, further improvement 
in tourism-related activities 
and revival of infrastruc-

ture projects.
Affin Hwang Invest-

ment Bank, on the other 
hand, said Malaysia's open 
economy will be negatively 
impacted by global growth 
deceleration and have 
hence recently lowered its 
2023 GDP estimates to 3.7 
per cent from 4.7 per cent 
previously.

While a global growth 
deceleration will impact 
Malaysia, the research 
house is of the view that 
a recession is unlikely 
because of its healthy 
labour market conditions as 
well as a steady recovery in 
tourism related industries.

It, however, opined that 
Malaysia may have to deal 

with a surge in cost of 
living, should there be a 
firm commitment from the 
government to strengthen-
ing its fiscal position and 
addressing sovereign rating 
agencies concerns.

UOB Kayhian also fore-
sees Malaysia's GDP growth 
to halve to 4 per cent in 2023 as 
domestic consumption slows.

"The GDP growth out-
look is highly dependent 
on the government's abil-
ity to ensure a manageable 
cost of living for the people 
by maintaining subsidies," 
the research house said in a 
report. RHB Research also 
said in its recent report that 
Malaysia's growth outlook for 
next year remains cautious-
ly optimistic, supported by 
resilient domestic demand.

It also expects private 
consumption to remain 
the main driver of eco-
nomic growth for the year, 
underpinned by stable 
labour market conditions, 
improvement in overall 
incomes supported by a 
vibrant services sector, and 
continued policy support by 
the government.

Despite the consump-
tion recovery, it noted that 
rising living costs remain 
a problem as food prices 
remain elevated amid 
supply chain issues.

The research house 
maintained its 2023 GDP 
growth forecast of 4.5 per 
cent, in line with the Malay-
sian government's forecast 
of 4 per cent to 5 per cent.

Malaysian economy to moderate in 2023

UNI

Kiev: Air raid warnings 
were repeatedly issued in 
several Ukrainian regions 
on Thursday morning, 
according to the digital 
transformation ministry's 
live map. The first warn-
ings were sounded in the 
regions of Poltava, Cher-

kasy, Kirovohrad and 
Dnipropetrovsk at around 
04:09 GMT, and a few min-
utes later, warnings were 
also issued in the regions 
of Kharkiv and Sumy.

The most recent alarm 
went off in the Mykolaiv 
region at approximately 
05:00 GMT.

Ukrainian media 
reported an explosion 

in the city of Ochakiv 
in Mykolaiv Region, as 
well as in the Ukraine-
controlled parts of the 
Kherson Region.

Russia began striking 
Ukrainian infrastructure 
on October 10, two days 
after attack on Russia's 
Crimean Bridge which 
Russia says was carried 

out by Ukraine's intel-
ligence services. The 
strikes are carried out on 
power, defense industry, 
military command and 
communications facili-
ties across Ukraine. Since 
then, air raid alerts have 
been issued in Ukrainian 
regions every day, some-
times throughout the 
country.

UNI

Tokyo: The Japanese 
health ministry intends to 
ease restrictions on funer-
al procedure of COVID-19 
patients for the first time 
in over two years, Japa-
nese news agency Kyodo 
reported on Thursday, 

citing sources familiar 
with the matter.

The ministry report-
edly plans to remove 
from the current July 2020 
guideline the require-
ment for the use of a 
special transparent body 
bag, which prevents the 
spread of the infection.

Other changes include 
withdrawal of the recom-
mendation under which 
family members that 
were in close contact 

with the bereaved were 
advised not to attend the 
funeral ceremony.

The move comes amid 
growing discontent of 
people that were unable 
to bid farewell to their 
relatives or were barred 
from cremation facilities.

The World Health 

Organization declared 
COVID-19 a pandemic on 
March 11, 2020. In total, 
over 26 million people 
have been tested posi-
tive for coronavirus in 
Japan and 52,043 died. 
In June, Japan reopened 
its borders to tourist 
groups after over two 
years of restrictions and 
increased the daily limit 
on tourists from 20,000 to 
50,000 people a day in Sep-
tember.

Japan to ease COVID-
19 funeral guidelines

AGENCIES

Canberra: Australia's 
population grew by 1.1 per 
cent in the 12 months to 
the end of June, new data 
revealed on Thursday.

According to the data 
published by the Austra-
lian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS), this means that 
as of June 30, there were 
25.98 million people living 
in Australia, an increase 
of 290,900 over 12 months, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency.

In the previous year, 

the Australian popula-
tion grew by only 0.13 per 
cent amid strict Covid-19 
border rules which shut 
off migration to the coun-
try. The borders were 
reopened to international 
visitors in February after 
almost two years.

There were 395,000 
overseas migration 
arrivals to Australia in 
the 12 months to June 
and 224,100 departures, 
resulting in net overseas 
migration of 170,900.

By comparison, net 

migration was negative 
84,900 in 2020-21.

There were 306,500 
births and 182,100 deaths 
in 2021-22, resulting in 
a natural population 
increase of 124,400, down 
10.8 per cent from the pre-
vious year.

Every state and ter-
ritory recorded positive 
population growth.

However, the two big-
gest states of New South 
Wales and Victoria, 
which endured Austra-
lia's longest and strict-
est lockdowns, recorded 

significant net interstate 
migration losses totalling 
some 60,000 people.

According to the ABS, 
Australia's population 
has surpassed 26 million 
since the end of June.

The milestone came 
four years after the pop-
ulation hit 25 million in 
August 2018.

Prior to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the population 
was forecast to reach 30 
million by 2030, but pro-
jections have since been 
downgraded.

5.2-magnitude quake 
hits Myanmar

AGENCIES

Yangon: An earthquake with a magnitude of 5.2 struck 
Myanmar's Mandalay region on Thursday, the Depart-
ment of Meteorology and Hydrology said.

The epicenter, with a depth of 63 km, was initially 
determined to be at 21.81 degrees north latitude and 
96.03 degrees east longitude, reports Xinhua news 
agency.The quake was strongly felt in Mandalay and 
Sagaing regions, and caused damage to some buildings 
in the provincial capital of Mandalay city, local media 
reported. No report of casualties has been received, an 
official from Mandalay region's fire service depart-
ment told Xinhua.

Death toll rises 
to eight in Peru after 
week of protests

UNI

Lima: The number of people killed in Peru during 
nationwide protests has risen to eight, the country's 
health ministry said. "During the protest 19 people 
have been hospitalized, 152 were discharged and eight 
people died so far," the ministry said in a statement.

Protests are taking place across the country, follow-
ing the impeachment and arrest of former President 
Pedro Castillo on December 7. Demonstrators call for 
an immediate presidential election and termination 
of the country's parliament.

On Wednesday, the Peruvian government declared 
a state of emergency for 30 days in connection with 
the protests.

Tokyo: Japan logged a 2.03 
trillion yen ($14.95 billion) 
trade deficit in Novem-
ber, a record for the 
month and marking the 
16th straight month of red 
ink, amid higher energy 
prices and a weaker yen, 
the Finance Ministry said 
in a report on Thursday.

According to the 
Finance Ministry, the 
country's imports jumped 
30.3 per cent from a year 
earlier to 10.86 trillion 
yen, pushed up by soaring 
prices for energy-linked 
imports, while exports 
were up 20 per cent to 
8.84 trillion yen), as Japan 
heads toward booking its 
largest-ever annual trade 
deficit at the end of 2022, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Japan's deficit has 
climbed to 18.51 trillion 

yen this year, well past 
the current record high 
logged in 2014 of 12.82 tril-
lion yen, according to the 
Ministry report.

In the same period, 
Japan logged a trade sur-
plus of 680.39 billion yen 
with the US, with exports 
leaping 32.5 per cent to 
1.72 trillion yen, while 
imports jumped 21.5 per-
cent to 1.04 trillion yen, 
according to the Finance 
Ministry.

The prevailing view 
among leading econo-
mists here remains that 
in the first half of 2023, 
Japan will slip into a 
mild recession amid a 
global slowdown that will 
further hit the resource-
poor country's sluggish 
exports.

This, economists said, 
is evidenced by the econ-
omy here unexpectedly 
shrinking for the first 
time in four quarters 
in the July-September 
period, and the current 
account turning red in 
both January and October 
this year.

Japan's poor fiscal 
health, the worst in the 
industrialized world, has 
also been punctuated by 
a persistently weak yen 
owing to a widening inter-
est rate gap between the 
Bank of Japan and the 
US Federal Reserve, they 
added.(AGENCIES)

Japan logs trade 
deficit for 16th month

Lebanon to tighten 
security measures during 
holidays: Minister

AGENCIES

Beirut: Lebanese caretaker Interior Minister Bassam Maw-
lawi has vowed to tighten security measures during the 
holidays of Christmas and New Year.

"Security agencies will carry out their full duties to pre-
vent anyone from exposing the country to danger," Maw-
lawi said at a press conference following his meeting with 
the Central Internal Security Council. The Minister said 
security agencies will tighten procedures near hundreds 
of religious buildings and deploy about 7,690 soldiers and 
440 security patrols to cover all Lebanese territory, Xinhua 
news agency reported. Mawlawi assured that security forces 
will significantly tighten measures near the airport in case 
of unexpected situations.

UNI

London: Nurses in Eng-
land, Wales and Northern 
Ireland are taking part in 
a historic strike on Thurs-
day, demanding a pay raise 
amid increasing costs of 
living in the United King-
dom, media reported.

According to The Guard-
ian, it is the first ever strike 
in the 106-year history of 
the Royal College of Nurs-
ing (RCN), the UK's big-
gest nursing union, with 
as many as 100,000 health 
workers expected to take 
part in it in an effort to get 
a pay increase of 5% above 
inflation.

The strikes are taking 
place in different parts of 
the UK, except for Scot-
land where healthcare 
unions decided to call off 
their strike and accept the 
pay raise deal proposed by 
First Minister of Scotland 
Nicola Sturgeon, the Eve-
ning Standard newspaper 
reported earlier in the 
week.

Thousands of nurses are 
also expected to strike on 

December 20, which could 
exacerbate the problem 
of staff shortage the UK 
National Health Service 
(NHS) has been facing for 
months. Protests could 

spark major disruptions in 
the work of UK hospitals, 
with a significant number 
of non-urgent services and 
operations already post-
poned. The government 
has officially requested the 
military to back up heath 
services during strikes, 
according to reports.

In November, UK Prime 

Minister Rishi Sunak said 
he had "enormous respect" 
for nurses and other 
NHS workers, but called 
their demands for a wage 
increase "obviously unaf-

fordable" under current 
circumstances.

The UK has seen a series 
of strikes by civil servants 
over the past months as 
people express their dis-
satisfaction with the wors-
ening economic situation 
caused by rising energy 
prices and soaring inflation 
in the country. Employees 

of railroad companies, post 
offices, airports, and law-
yers, among others, are 
taking part in the strikes.

Social dissatisfac-
tion has grown as the UK 

entered a serious econom-
ic crisis earlier this year. 
Annual inflation in the 
UK reached 11.1% in Octo-
ber before slowing down 
to 10.7% in November. 
According to the Bank of 
England, the UK economy 
has entered a recession 
expected to last until the 
second half of 2024.

British nurses start first 
ever strike as pay dispute deepens
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GH NABI WANI
My father journeyed back to his creator, 26 years ago, 
today. While these years have flown by so quickly, i 
still remember the last moments of me with my dad 
as if they were just. Having to part ways with you 
was heartbreaking and unbearable. However, there is 
comfort in knowing that we will meet again someday. 
May you be placed among the righteous in Jannah, may 
your soul be forever in peace.

Your Loving Son
Mehraj Ud Din Wani

CS inaugurates ‘Nation First 
Winter Sports Festival'

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief  Secre-
tary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta 
Thursday inaugurated 
NATION FIRST WINTER 
SPORTS FESTIVAL, 2022 
today at Synthetic Turf  
Football Stadium, TRC 
ground.

The Chief  Guest was 
accompanied by Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir; 
Secretary, YS&S and Sec-
retary J&K Sports Council 
and other officers from the 
police and civil administra-
tion were also present on 
the occasion.

Dr Mehta on the occasion 
interacted with the people 
and football clubs/teams/
Academies and with the 
registered trainees of  sports 
council football academy 

and distributed the sports 
kits among them.

On the occasion the Chief  
Secretary remarked that the 
government has created 
world class infrastructure 
in the UT during the last 
couple of  years. He further 
said that Sports is the prior-
ity of  the government and a 
lot of  resources have been 
earmarked for uplifting the 
sports in J&K.

Dr Mehta enjoined upon 
the Council to organise such 
activities in other parts of  
J&K. He told them to engage 
youth in every part in dif-
ferent sporting activities so 
that they are able to con-
tinue the extracurricular 
activities in winter also. He 
advised them to utilize the 
facilities created recently 
fully for the benefit of  youth 

of  J&K.
He further stated that 

winter sports provide 
opportunities to youth to 
continue showcasing their 
talent during these months 
also. He made out that the 
LG administration is going 
to provide every sort of  
infrastructure and facility 
to the sports lovers so that 
they do not have to stagnate 
themselves during any part 
of  the year. He encouraged 
the youth to excel in sports 
by taking full advantage of  
these facilities.

Dr Mehta observed that 
the administration this year 
gave opportunity to some 50 
lakh youth to demonstrate 
their sporting skills across 
the length and breadth of  
J&K. He declared that it has 
been made a reality to have 

a playfield in every panchay-
at and at least an Indoor Sta-
dium in each district.

He stated that youth 
outside the twin cities of  
Jammu and Srinagar can 
also play games till late 
hours at stadia provided 
with flood lights in each 
district. He stated that a 
culture of  sports and cul-
tural activities is taking 
roots in J&K. He said  that 
every person young or old 
is encouraged to take up 
either sports or culture to 
channelize his/her energy 
towards better and healthy 
activities.

Later a football match 
was played under flood 
lights in the ground as an 
inaugural opening match of  
the sports festival for sports 
lovers of  valley.

Amid dry spell, Agri expert stresses on 

need for contingency plan for farmers
MeT predicts dry weather till Dec 25

UMAISAR GUL GANAIE

SRINAGAR: As the dry 
spell continued in most 
parts of  the Valley, the Agri-
cultural experts on Thurs-
day stressed on the need to 
come up with a contingency 
plan for the farmers while 
the government stated that 
there will be no impact on 
the Agricultural land.

Dr Parvez Ahmad Sofi, 
Faculty of  Agriculture, 
SKUAST-K said that the pre-
cipitation during the month 
of  November and December 
is pivotal for the agricul-
tural land as the rains or 
snowfall at this time is a sus-
tained source of  moisture 
for upcoming crops.

He further said that the 
present dry spell is impact-
ing the Kharib crops.

However, he said that 
amid dry weather situation, 
there is a need for a contin-
gency plan having a diversi-
fied system so that the farm-

ers would be able to make 
decisions about the crops 
according to the weather 
conditions. The expert also 
said that the farmers should 
start moisture conservative 
practices for the wellbeing 
of  crops.

However, Director Agri-
culture, Kashmir, Choud-
hary Muhammad Iqbal 
when contacted said that 
there is no impact on the 
agri land due to the present 
weather conditions.

He added that the winter 
season, especially the 40-day 
harshest winter period, 
Chila-i-kalan is yet to arrive 
and the precipitation during 
the period will sustain for 
a longer time and help the 
farmers to yield their crops.

Deputy Director, Meteo-
rological department (MeT) 
also echoed the similar 
views and informed that as 
per the forecast, the weather 
would remain mostly dry 
till December 25—(KNO)

Dry spell intensifies 
respiratory ailments: Doctors
Advise people to take precautions, 
avoid getting out in cold weather

JAHANGEER GANAIE

SRINAGAR: Cases of  
respiratory syncytial virus, 
known as RSV, and influen-
za have increased in the last 
few weeks because of  dry 
season and less humidity 
is becoming perfect breed-
ing grounds for viruses in 
winters.

Influenza expert and 
President Doctors Associa-
tion of  Kashmir Dr Nisar 
Ul Hassan said  that four 
viruses including H3N2, 
H1N1 and two B viruses are 
circulating this year with 
H3N2 more dominant caus-
ing more severity.

He suggested people to 
get vaccinated and take 
precautions such as con-
sulting doctors faced with 
breathing issues, staying 
home when sick, avoiding 
gatherings and maintain-

ing personal hygiene.
"Winter is the time for 

these respiratory viruses 
because they have a pecu-
liarity and they thrive and 
get activated in cold,” Dr 
Nisar added.

Another Doctor from 
Children's Hospital Bemina 
said that the number of  
patients with respiratory 
viruses have increased in 
the past few weeks and is 
expected to increase further 
if  the dry spell continues.

He said that though there 
is no need to worry, people 
must take precautions.

The doctor said that the 
dry spell can aggravate the 
condition of  patients who 
are already suffering from 
respiratory ailments but 
they need precautions as 
they should not get exposed 
to cold especially in morn-
ing hours—(KNO) 

Drug peddler held in 
Bandipora: Police

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir police on Friday 
claimed to have arrested a 
drug peddler in Bandipora 
and recovered contraband 
substance from his posses-
sion.

A police spokesman in a 
statement issued said that 
acting on a specific infor-
mation received by Police 
Post Aloosa that one person 
namely Abdul Sattar Seer 
Gojer son of  Jumma Seer 
Gojer resident of  Malan-
gam has indulged in drug 
peddling and hoarded a 
huge quantity of  narcotic 
substance in his cowshed 
near his residential house.

“On receipt of  this 
information, a police party 
headed by I/C PP Aloosa 
under the supervision 
of  DySP Hqrs Bandipora 
Shafat Mohamad and SHO 
PS Bandipora along with 
the Executive Magistrate 
Ist Class Aloosa raided the 
specific location. During 
search, a polythene bag 
containing 1.5kg of  charas 
powder was recovered from 
the said location and upon 
the personal search of  the 

accused person 30grams 
of  charas was recovered. 
He has also been arrested 
and shifted to PS where he 
remains in custody.”

Accordingly, police 
said that a case under FIR 
number 187/2022 under 
relevant sections of  law 
stands registered in Police 
Station Bandipora and fur-
ther investigation set into 
motion.

“During the prelimi-
nary investigation, it came 
to surface that the said 
accused person is a notori-
ous drug dealer of  the area 
and is making the youth of  
Aloosa area drug addicts by 
selling the said contraband 
substances,” police said.

Meanwhile,  police 
urged people to come for-
ward with any information 
regarding drug peddlers 
in their neighbourhood. 
“Persons found indulging 
in drug peddling will be 
dealt as per law. Our con-
sistent actions against drug 
peddlers should reassure 
the community members 
that we are making efforts 
to keep our society free 
from the scourge of  drug 
menace,” police said.

Dir Agri authorized as Regional 
Council for PGS India Program

DC Srinagar reviews 
Action Plan for removal of 
encroachments on NHAI roads

 Sopore tragedy

Destitute mother appeals for help after 
daughter jumps to death in Jhelum

Dr Itoo visits D. H. 
Pora  takes stock 
of developmental 
works

GMK NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Under the prepara-
tory phase of Good Governance 
week, Special Secretary JAl 
Shakti, Dr. G N Itoo who is also 
Prabhari Officer Thursday vis-
ited Panchayat Halqa D.H.Pora 
(A) where he interacted with 
the PRIs and people.

He was accompanied by 
SDM Noorabad Bashir  Ul 
Hassan, Executive Engineer 
Jal Shakti  and other officers.

During the visit he   lis-
tened to their grievances 
and issues  of people and 
also interacted with all sub 
divisional level officers and 
frontline workers.

Speaking in a prograame 
at GDC D.H.Pora, Itoo  and 
SDM Noorabad informed the 
participants that “Prashasan 
Gaon Ki Aur”- is a campaign for 
Redressal of Public issues and 
to provide services at their door 
steps. The weeklong campaign 
of Good Governance week 
shall  commence from 19th of 
December.

The officers urged the 
people to participate proac-
tively in these programmes to 
avail benefits.

Later, he inspected various 
developmental projects and 
took stock of progress of ongo-
ing works.

Meanwhile, he also took 
stock of progress made on 
various water supply schemes 
and inspected work sites of 
WSS  Mirhama Modergam , 
WSS Tengam Tengbal & WSS 
Pariwan Sehpora.

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Directorate 
of  Agriculture, Kashmir, 
has been authorized as the 
Regional Council for PGS 
India Program which will 
help the farmers to get their 
organic produce certified 
ensuring them good mar-
keting opportunities out-
side Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking about this 
authorization, Additional 
Chief  Secretary (ACS), 
Agriculture Production 
Department, Atal Dulloo, 
said that this is a welcome 
development and its inter-
ventions would pave the 
way for Organic Certifica-
tion of  Agricultural Pro-
duce of  the farmers. This 
would play a key role in 
effective implementation of  
projects related to organic 
certification enabling holis-
tic development of  Agricul-
ture sector in J&K.

The National Centre for 
Natural and Organic Farm-
ing in its meeting of  the 
National Executive Com-
mittee of  PGS India has 
authorized the Directorate 
of  Agriculture, Kashmir 
as the Regional Council for 
PGS India Program.

Pertinent to mention, 
Regional Council (RC) is 
ideally floated by State 
agencies, existing NGOs, 
Organic Certification ser-

vice providers of  Central 
and State Governments or 
any other agency (produc-
ers, consumers, retailers, 
traders and Societies / 
Gram panchayats/ farmer 
etc.,).

Regional Council is an 
agency authorized by PGS-
NAC to coordinate, monitor 
and approve certification 
decisions of  Local Group 
under PGS-India organic 
Guarantee programme.

Regional Council will 
impart necessary train-
ing and support to exist-
ing and new local groups 
in procedures and paper 
work necessary for each 
farmer organic guarantee. 
It would also translate and 
print PGS paper work in 
local language. It would 
also register local groups 
and issue user ID and pass-
word for data uploading on 
PGS India website. Facilita-
tion of  local groups in data 
uploading on PGS website.

The Regional Council 
would confirm that the 
Local Group Summary 
Worksheet, listing all the 
farms that are to be Certi-
fied Organic, is complete 
and was conscientiously 
maintained by the group.

DC Srinagar inspects 
the construction site for 
Migrant Transit Accom-
modation at Zewan; work 
to commence shortly

GMK NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In order to 
ensure smooth ply of  Traf-
fic and pedestrian move-
ment on roads of  District, a 
meeting was held Thursday 
under the Chairmanship 
of  Deputy Commissioner 
(Chairman RTA) Srinagar, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad 
here at Conference Hall of  
the DC Office Complex.

Besides, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Sri-
nagar, Syed Shabir Ahmad, 
the meeting among others 
was attended by Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue, 
SDM East, SDM West all 
Tehsildars and other con-
cerned.

At the outset, the DC 
took a detailed review of  
the plan being implemented 
with regard to removal of  
encroachments on NHAI, 
BRO, PWD, PMGSY, SMC 
roads in Srinagar District.

The DC asked the offi-
cers to follow the concert-
ed strategy to remove all 
roadside encroachments in 
order to ensure smooth ply 
of  transport and pedestrian 
movement as well and avoid 
chance of  road accidents.

The DC asked the Rev-
enue authorities to work 
in close coordination with 

other line Departments in 
this regard.

The DC asked them 
to launch massive anti 
encroachment drive across 
the District and adopt 
zero tolerance policy on 
encroachments of  Govern-
ment land as well.

The DC also passed 
directions for taking strict 
action under law against 
the unlawful occupants of  
the Government land.

 He asked them to make 
local public representa-
tives, general public and 
media part of  the mass 
anti-encroachment opera-
tions to stop this trend in 
our society.

The DC asked the Tehsil-
dars to monitor each chunk 
of  land in their respective 
jurisdictions and activate 
their field staff  to keep 
proper check and vigil on 
any kind of  encroachments 
in respective jurisdiction.

Meanwhile, the meeting 
also discussed the status 
of  digitisation of  maps and 
reconstruction of  Massavis 
(Latthas).

 The DC sets deadline of  
December 31 for completing 
the process reconstruction 
of  Massavis (Latthas) and 
asked for notifying sched-
ule for Digitization of  maps.

WARIS FAYAZ

SOPORE: A 17-year-old 
girl (name withheld) who 
ended her life by jump-
ing into the river Jhelum 
in Sopore on Monday this 
week was suffering from 
depression, as the family 
was financially weak, her 
widowed mother the only 
one earning food for her 
children by working day 
and night.

The girl’s brother is 
confined to bed, suffer-
ing from a chronic kidney 
disease. The children lost 
their father in 2009. The girl 
was suffering from depres-

sion and anxiety, for which 
she was on medication for 
nearly three years.

The teenager’s body is 
still untraceable, with the 
administration making all 
efforts to retrieve it from 
the river Jhelum. The 
search operation entered 
the fourth day on Thursday 
with teams of  SDRF and 
WUCMA pressed into ser-
vice, besides local fisher-
men trying to find the body.

Fareeda Begum, the girl’s 
mother, is now left with an 
ailing son. She has appealed 
to people to help her finan-
cially as she is unable to 
bear the burden of expenses 

that include medicines and 
treatment of  her son.

In a distressed appeal, 
the widow said she was 
trying hard to meet the 
ends but the desperate situ-
ation has forced her to ask 
people for help.

“Whatever I was earn-
ing would be spent on the 
ailing son and my daughter 
who was undergoing treat-
ment for the past three 
years,” she said.

Donors can provide 
financial assistance by 
depositing money in the 
woman’s Bank Account 
No. 0566040800000156, IFSC 
code JAKAOECSOPR.

Though NGOs and polit-
ical parties across Kashmir 
valley are claiming that 
they are working for the 
people, where are they now, 
locals asked.

“Wasn’t it the respon-
sibility of  the local Auqaf  
Committee, NGOs working 
in Sopore to look after the 
family?” Khan Jahangir, 
a local resident, asked. 
"Whenever there is any 
programme or they have 
to distribute a kit, they are 
often seen on social media 
sites, but at ground level 
they are doing nothing,” he 
said. “As a society, we have 
completely failed.”—(KNO)


